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—There is a little thoroughtare here
at the Falls which never had an official
name, but which was known to a lormer
generation as Waikin's Ferry road, It
is less than 1oo feet in length at present
and leads from Ridge avenue o the

Hotel and formerly extended to the
river, Mrs, Robert Watkins, while
proprietress of the Falls Hotel had a
ferry known as a rope ferry, because of
a stout rope being streichied across the
tiver, one end Lieing fastened to a laige
willow tree on this side of the river
while the other end was fastened to a
large ivon ring the holder of which was
fastened to a rock that stood on the
hillside above the River road. At this
end was a frame house in which David
Davis once conducted a store,
known as the ferry house and was lust
accupied by George Glanding who alter-
wards moved to Manayunk, He was
the lagt to have charge ol the ferry,
which became after the
Falls bridge was opened in 1849, Ferry
road on the west side of the river ex-
tended up the hollow wvorth of Cha-
mounix Liil it joined with the Menden-
hall Ferry road.

t.;oéf./f sord R. R. S
TALKS ON PRINCE OF PEACE.

It was

UnNNEecessary

New Jersey Clgrfma;n Preaches in the
Falls Baptist Church.

wThe Prince of Peace’' was the topic
of 4 sermon delivered by Rev, F. M,
Ashton, of Collingswood, N, J., on Sun.
day in the Falls of Schuylkill Baptist
Church, *The Prince of Peace was
born on a battlefield,"’ he said, *<and
all through His lite was sobjected to the
worst kind of treatment., Herod tried to
slay Him in His infancy. Satan tried
to conquer Him after the 40 daysol
fasting in the wilderness ; people of His
‘own city tried to cast Him headisremost

was butlt, In His wonderful work E€
had the opposition of Hisown people,
“All powers acknowledged Him, even
the waves of the angry sea became
calm at His command. He never went
in the presence ol death, but the dead
came back to life. He came not lo
destroy but to build vp. In His wrath,
when He drove the dealers out of the
temple He caused no one fo suffer loss.
Pilate, the Romah governor, belore
whom He was brought, said : ‘I see no
fault in this man,” The centurion who

the Prince of Peice said, when he saw

Park drive on the upper side of the Falls|

EFWRTIREYOCKy il ofi Waich ke Cily

had charge of the soldiers who crucified

‘Him dig: ‘Surely, this was the Son of |
God,'

“Death nor the grave had any power|
over Him, He gave of His power 10
His disciples when He commissioned
them to preach the gospel. In the
economy ol grace, humnanity must do
its part. The lost sheep could not find |
its. way back to the flock. The lost
piece of silver could not help the loser
to find it, but the lost boy, the prodigal
son, could resolve to 1eturn to his lither's
home, When he stirted to raturn the
father ran to meet him with lorgiveness
and restoration,"’

The speaker told this legend in illus-
vGod made
thres men exactly alike, tovk them to a
river and told one fo jump®in the water,
He came out of white and
clean, The second man was told to do
the same thing, the water being polluted
this man came out red,

tration of man's choosing |

the water

The other man
jumped jnto 'the more polloted siream
and came out black, On the river bank
were three bundles, The black man
was told to take one of them, and he
took the largest ; it was filled with -
plements of labor. The red wan chose
the next largest, and found in his bun-
dle implemenis ol the last|
bundle the while ink
horn, a quill and parchment, represent-
ing literature,"’

war. In

man found an

—T}‘lq old saying that “Water is free”
lias beert pul to a test 1o the people re-
siding in the neighborhood of Ridge
avenue and Queen lane. The flowing
fountain connected with the Fulls Hotel,
which was erected in 1731, has been re-
moved, as has the large trough from
which many a thirsty horse quenched its
thirst. The old fountain was supplied
with water from a large spring up in
what was once known as Smith’s hol-
low, and conveyed to the hotel in pipes:
People in the vicinity have long been
accustomed to carry their drinking water
from the fountain. It is not known just
how long the fountain hids been in ex-
istenice, but it has stood there for more

ayenue, [t
of 48 inch water mains were laid some
years
enough under the roadbed.

than a century. From the time the old
tiorse cars first ran to the Falls in the
summer of 1859 until the fountain was
'removed cars would stop in fromt ol it
that the comductor, driver and motor-
man might drink the cool and refresh-
ing waler. Drivers of the horse cars
would frequently give their horses a
drink. Seome one has suggested that (he
remoying of the fountain is to get even

with  the - advocates af prohibiticn
Whether that be true or nof, the re
moval of this old landmark is most &

cerely regretted. %' 2 5
il Lt

—-f\lr

—Time flies, It was sixty years-1ist
Wednesday since George Leib Huriison
retired the luboratory fitm &f
Powers, Weightman & Harrison. HIs
retiring marked the close of the Fay
School on Laboratory Hill and ending
of the Reading room and Library on the
second floor of the building, which he
had established for the beuefit ol the!
men employed in the works, There are
a few others besides your coriespondent
who went to the Forest school in the|

from

beginning of 1854 alter (heir old schooly
d
being
made by business men and others over
the condition of Hunting Park avenue|
between zgth street and Wissahickon
that when the iimes

had been closed.

—Cansiderable complaint is

SEEMS

ago. they were not put deep
In gracing
the avenue these pipes were exposed
and will have to Up o
this writing nothing seems 1o have been
done to complete the (work, and the
avenue between the points named i::
closed to trave!, making very incenves
nient for the business men who desire

to use it

be lowered,

—Wheu El%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ/gde its

appearance heie on January 2z, 1869,
there was a growing communily on the
west side of the Schuylkill, which had
|stccessively been known as Wood's

Landing and Cocksocky. The village
was below the Reading Railroad's stone
bridge. Above the bridge was the old
stone row of dwellings, and Simpson's
extensive print works, In less than ten
years later the village, the row and the
print works were taken by the Commis-
siopers of Fairmount Park, and torn
down, causing a heavy blow to all kinds
"ol business at the Falls. Many of the

“villagers employed in the print works
removed 1o Eddystone, Delaware Co,,
| whither the Simpsons removed their
works. In 1869 a clerk in the print
works, Captain Charles Johnson, who
served in the civil war, cut quite a
wide swath in the Falls by his liberality
to churches and individuals. One day
a strange woman came 1o town called
herself Mrs. Johnson and the captain
forsook the wite he was living with, fled
and never was heard of,

.
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K—%e‘?ecm' eskb1s in tle Schuyi-

Kill were noted for the immense ghan-

tity of thick ice that was carried down |

from the upper Schuylkill, alse for the
inky blackness of the water caused by
the coul culm from the mining regions
Being swept into the river. After the
water had receded there was left along
the embankments a deep deposit of a
black pummy-like mud, If any one
was unfortunate enough to step into
| this substance they found it difficult
to remove from their shoes,

—In a4 walk some time ago over the
hill from the Falls o his home in
Tioga your correspondent noted many

lane to Wissahickon avenue or take a
short cut over what was known as
Evang' road. The latter has been prac-
tically done away with, while the other
was blocked off by the construction of
the Queen lane reservoir. When your
correspondent was a boy the hi”—was
considered the most delightful part of
this section. Therc was
Womestead, the -home

Evans, an Amcerican

the Evans'
of Griffith
diplomat, who
represented this country for a number
of vears in Portugal or Spain. His
son, Horace Evans, studied medicine
it the University of Pennsylvania, bu!
never practiced. There were twé
daughters, Elizabeth, who married
Charles F. Abbot, and their home, Ab-
botsford, was most altractive. The

other daughter, Sarah, married Rey,

John M, Richards, and their home

with'its high soive and kpown as Sitmiof

mil Place, added greatly to the beauty
of the surroundings. Dr. Evans, @

thanges that have taken place dm‘in_g?
the past quarter of a century, It used
10 be that one could walk out Queen !

bachelor, occupied the old homestead
as his country home until his death,
This old building, which dates bask
in history to.the time of
Penn, is now in ruins. Summit Place
was sold a few years ago by Horace
E. Richards, the only survivor of the
family, and Abbotsford, which passed
| out of the Abbots’ possession, is fast
l'rv.].\pmm:him:_ decay. Of that once
happy [amily but one, Dr. Griffith b
Abbot, survives.. When last heard of
he was residing in Boston, Mass. The
thotoughfares in the vicinity of the
reservoir are in a most deplorable con-
dition and should command the earl-
gl altention of the city authorities
that they might be made a blessing
instend of an eyesore ot the city.

William |

Bhrmert Joe e

| book might be written on the Falls and
ol the men and women, who having
been born here, achieved greatness in
their various vocations, Like other
places the population has generally
been what might be called a floating
one. Only a smaller part of those born)
here have continued in the place until
their life's labors were completed, :

One of the greatest events for which
the old Falls has every right to be
proud and which adds zest to the cele.
bration of the Fourth of July, happened
on the nation’s natal day in the year
1830, when the Falls was a peace loving
village, On that day, in a cozy stone
dwelling that stood on a part of the site
Young Women's Christian Association’s
building, was born a little boy, who was
given the name of James Girvin Maree,
The litle boy kept on living, caught
and suffered all the ailments to which
childhood seems destined to, started
going to school, and then to the great
loss of the neighborhood, was laken by
his parents to Manayunk. Notwith-
standing this change of climate he grew
up through boyhood and youth to man-
hood and in 1851, when he entered upon
his majority as a tull fledged citizen of
this great country, he established him.
self in the jewelry business, married and
settled down to a career which brought

him a degree oi wealth, an enviable
reputation and legions of friends. He
lalso became known for his unusual
musical abilities and has sung in as
many church choirs as any other bari-
tone now living,

This Falls boy is now a happy grand.
father, residing in Germantown with his
only surviving daughter, Mrs. W, L.
Nassau and her husband. On Saturday
last, July 4th, he started in the best o
spirits ygon his 85th year. The CHROK-
icLE heartily congratulates this young
octogenarian and wishes him many
happy returns of the day, /

—Widespread sorrow M"'shd;n
throughout the Falls on Sunday morn-
ing when it became known that Mrs.
Ellen W, Ritchie, widow of Rev. Robert
Ritchie, D. D., for more than a quarter
of a century rector of the Church of St
James the Less, had quietly passed
away in the church rectory,

Mrs, Ritchie was a wonan of noble
character and through her husband’s
long ministry proved a fitting helpmate
in his parish work, From their entering
upon their work here, she, by her

‘amiable disposition at once endeared
hersell 1o the parishoners and won the
highest esteem all in the commusity,
Like an angel of mezcy she looked after

and ministered to the poor, and gaviy
comlort to those who were in trouble,
-grief or digtress.

In their married life the union was
blessed in the birth of a daughter, Mary,
who developed into an unusually bright
and attractive young woman, possessed.
with a broad intelligence. She won

"honors in the schools she attended and

became a favorite in Bryn Mawr Col.
lege, where in the height of, her success
and popularity she was fatally injured in
a runaway horse accident. Her death
was a severe and lasting blow to her
parents, and doubtless hastened her
father's death.

After Dr. Ritchie's earthly work had
closed, Mrs, Ritchie removed to the
New England states, but returned to thg
rectory a few years later as housekeeper
for her brother in-law, Rev. Edward
Ritchie, the presentrector. Mrs, Ritchie
was a daughter of Mr, and Mrs, Wm.
Bridge of Maine. Her death came after
several months illness,

The funeral sesvices, which were
largely attended, were held in the
church on Wednesday morning and
interment was made in the church yard
where her remains reposes beside those
of her husband and daughter all of
whom will be lovingly remembered by
the people of the Falls and vicinity.

R. R, S
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—The frequent mention in the daily

papers of deer escaping fom the en-

elosure in Fairmount Park alonz fhe

older residents of the Falls to 1aik abaut

the deer park that enlivened this place
sixty some years ago, The park took
in the upper side of Queen lane from
{Ridge avenue to beyond where the
| Baptist church now stands extending
back to Mifflin hollow. When the
Baptist church was being erected in
1851-18520it was called by many the
*«Deer Park Church.'' The late Michael
Brehl used to tell of his having captured
the last deer ever caught in the Falls,
The deer, a handsome buck, managed
to get out of the enclosure and made its
way to the Schuylkill along which it
roamed till it reached the woods mear
City avenpe bridge. Brehel saw the

deer browsing in the woods and secur-
ing some loaf sugar he coaxed it to him
alter ealing several lumps of sugar and
slipping a rope around its head led it
back to the park,

—The Survivors Associition of the
88th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers
which is so closely associated with the |
Falls from the fact that thersgiment
was recruited here in 1861 and that
many of the Falls men served 1n it dur-
ing the war, lnst one of its most promi-
nent members in the dezath last week of
Col. Robert Beath, member of the
execulive committee. Col Beath soc.
ceeded the late Gen. Louis Wagner last
(year as Treasurer ol the Soldiers’ Honte |
at Erie, He .was a born soldier, a
‘splendid executive and one of the finesi
gentlemen I have ever met, The last
talk 1 had with him was at the Associa-
tion reunion last September al Straw-
berry mansion, That was the last place
too that | had mel Gen. Wagner a yea
previous, T have a valued’ ?J%W'Pﬁ
delphia in the Civil War," preseated to
mg {ast May hy Col. Beath. A dclega-
ltioh of the Survivors Association with
the Secretary William F. Dixon, weat
over to the late home of Col Beath lsst
Friday evening as a mark of the high
esfeem in which they held him, The
funeral was held on Saturday. Col,
‘Beath was born January 26:h, 1839,

—In the Schuylkill, in front of Tust
Villa, are a number of motor boats

securely anchored prior to their being

Hioused for the wintet, Among them is
tfm hgauﬂiu} rlsabella,’” the property

of my mamsﬂ lx)end James G, Maree, |

of 424 Wmﬁwm avenue, German
town. Since bringing the cralt from |

P
i’

'ﬁﬁumt visits to the Falls, his native
village. During one of his visits last
week he took a sturvey of the surround-

ings of Turf Villa, which awakened in,

bis mind happy recollections of when’
he was a boy and living in Manayunk!

He thought of the large orchard con-'

nected with the home of Mrs, Chis-
tiana Gaim Shronk, my grandmother, on

‘Ridge avenue just above the lower,

works of the laboratory, and of the
lucious pears he was given when visit-
ing Mrs. Shronk with his mother. The
orchard extended from the lower side of
the Turf Villa property to Shronk's
(fishing lane adjoining what is now the
Fairmount Inn property. When I was
a4 boy some of the trees remained and
bore splendid fruit,

7

With the advent

real snowfall last ‘week

Schuylkill resident, who ewme
locality before the "“Falls" were moven
lapsed

‘anows of yvasteryear

Into e

along ti

"In those ¢

was conducted

gan his reminisconc
lot of Norway trees near the
building, and under one of these trees
many little
an every-day af-

with gave
TAOUNT 4Tt
s Tissot.,"” be-
LOouE planted a4

spruce

enacted one of the
comedies that were
fair with the old hos-
telry. A man well known (6 18 a8 an
Inveterate wag came out ol the hotel
AfEE-room Cirryving o digh covered
by a napkin, Without noticing that
heswas belng observed, he placed this
dish beneath the spreading branches
of a spruce Lree and then returned fo
the o friend I went over

« Was

patrons of the

hoisl, Witn
to see whitt the mystery was all about
T'he dish contained a broiled chicke:
wvidently stolen from the dining-
roomnk. After we had finlshed the chick-
en and placed the bun
dish beneath the
behind the shelter of a near-by bush
to see what would happen next, Ac-
companied by another practical
of consl
loiner of the
ently and we heard
time I'm telling you the
Lhis chicken is
bBrown."” Together they picked up the
dish. The accomplice to the theft
raised the
ment we saw our

brnek in the

napkin we walted

joker
pur-

prea-

fome, the
returnedd

derable loca
chicken
him say: “This
truth—and

done to a lovely

napkin, and the next mo-

unwitting benefac-

tor rolling to the bottom of the gorden |

terrace from the
slap he had received in the
was more than we
trol our laughter, and we had to seek
safety in flight, leaving the two jokers
todeclde which
—Noseguy. 3 ) .

impact of g violent
face. It
could do to con-

af them wos the wors!
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DOBSON MILLS INCORPORATE

CONCERN CAPITALIZED
AT $9,200,000

James Dobson the Ruling Spirit

John and James Dobson, incorporated,
on last Wednesday succeeded the part-
nersliip business of John and James Dob-
gon, The transfer included the big mills
in the Falls, Germantown, Manayunk
and Fighth and Somersct streets, Phila-
delphin, The mills were closed down
Wednesday for a taking of stock in con-
nection with the passing of the business
from a partnership to un incorpovated
firm.

The new concern ie
$9.200,000, half in 7 per cent,
and half in common stock. The assets
taken over include between §5,000,000
and $6,000.000 of cash, accounts receiv-
ahle ‘and materials on hand. The re-
mainder consists of the wills, machinery
and rveal estate. The w'mulpnl stock-
holders are James Dobson, Elizabeth D,
Riddle, daughter of the late John Dob-
son, and his grand-danghter, Sarah Dob-
son. Figke.

James Dohson is president of the com-
pany. He has managed the buhiness
since June 28, 1911, when his older
brother, and for long years joint busi-
ness partner, died. Thomas F. Barry,
for many years a clerk: i3 treasurer.

The incorporation of the company
means the continuance of the hxtllll
manufacturing business by the remaining
members of the Dobson family, but on a
much larger seale than heretofore.

The history of the Dobsgon mills is a
most extraordinary story of the attain-
ments of two plucky English lads, whe
came to this country a half century ago
and engaged in business for themselves
on the banks of the Schuylkill near the
Fal's,

Neither had o penny. In England they
had heard of the marvelous commercial
possibilities of America and determined
to win for themgelves fame and fortune.
They engzaged in business as partners
agreeing to share each other’s successes
or failures on egual terms,

There was no_written agreement, 1In
a small stone mill which thiey leased they
hegan the manufacture of earpets. To-
day the names of John and James Dol
son are koown over the entire world.
The industry at the Falls of Schuylkill
is one of the largest in the world, Start.
ing with no capital, the total current as-
sota of the company are today shown to
be more than $5 000,000,

Mr, Samuvel W. Pennypacker, master
and examiner of the estate of the lale
John Debson, in his recent recommenda
tion to the courts. the glmttm of ar
ticles -r! 1[;:‘{31'1|r;r;'[|u1| or Ht' Daobaon
earpet and textile 'u.du-'it'_'.', said in part
as follows:

“The partners were two brothers, John
and FI.]}N-R 1](11\-“[, ]m-- p 1 had an
equal interest, and the profits were di
vided equally.

“They began without capital, met with
great prosperity and the business grew
to such proportions that it became the
most important of its kind belonging te
individuals in the United States. Thev
did & lm-;m:bn amounting at times to the
value of $SO000.000 or S10.000.000 o

The real estate, mcluding the
orie’ and buildings, which have be
come  large and extensive, being nine
teen in number, and covering about pix-
teen acres of ground, the machinery and
equipment, were paid out of the profita
of the TJuItm,zhhul In this way two
energelic and capable men, in the comse
of H) years of continuous effort, built
np a trade which extended bey rond the
Continent and across the geas ‘and over
the world.”

capitalized at
referred




A —Mrs, Amelia B. Leech, aged 62
yean, wile of Arthur Binkin of Queen
lane, and daughter of the late William J
‘and Catherine Booth Leech, was buried
 last Thursday afternoon in Mount Ver-
non cemetery under the direction of
\Charles L. Dykes, Undertaker, Mrs-
‘Binkin was born in the Falls and al-
ways resided here. In her early wom-
anhood she was married to Mr, Binkin,
'who with their son and only child,
Walter, survives. She was a member
of the Baptist church, the pastnr of
which, Rev. Dr. Charles L. Seasholes,
officiated at the funeral, assisted by,
Rev. A. Percival Hodgson of the Metho- |
dist church, a near neighbor, She is
alsa survived by a brother, Joseph C.
Leech of Frankford. Mr. Binkia has
been in ill health for a number of years
and at one time was dispatzher at West
Falls on the Reading Railway.

_ —The Business Men's Association,
John W, Flanagan president, took ac-
tion on Tuesday night at its meeting in |
America Hall, on the opening of Henry
avenue and other needed improvements
for this—38th—ward, The opening of
‘Henry avenue from Hunting Park ave-

nue will doubtless puszle the civil engi-
neers as to how to get across the three

lines of the Reading railway. It will
intersect Hunting Park avenue in the
vicinity of 2qgth street and will have to
cross the Centennial, Port Richmond
and Norristown lines or branches,
before ascending the hill to the west end
of the Queen lane reservoir and filtra-
tion plant, The opening may also
interfere with the series of sewers con-
structed a few years ago under the
Reading Reilway, Sometime it is
thought the association will take up the
¢qually important question of hawing
‘Cresson street opened from Scotts lane
ta Westmoreland street.

I P e g ’.-""5""
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—The probability of the gw&nm:
baving to resort to conscripting men
{into the Army and Navy has brought
recollections of the Civil War, when
President Lincoln had to resort to that
method of filling up the Army. At
/that time the drait was for men between
the ages of 20 and 35 years, and it was
astonishing how many mistakes were
discovered in family records of birth.
Men who boasted of being almost old
encugh to vote found that they were
‘only in their 1gth year, while others
who prided themselves on being young
jumped in their age to beyond 4o. The
second draft took in men beiween 18
and 45 years, so that those referred to
had to submit to the inevitable. With
the drait came the Bounty fund or
Quoto organizations, which raised
money lo pay substitutes or to pay the
$300 commautation to free those drafted.
Here at the Falls Michael Arnold, 8r,
proprietor of the Falls Hotel, was presi-
dent of the quoto association of the 2d
division of the 215t Ward, Mass meet-
ings were held at frequent intervals and
| contributions solicited, With all its
efforts the association did not keep the
draft away, and quite a number of the |
citizens were conscripted, They each '
furpished the g300. Two men still|
remembered raised the required money
' by holding raffles and then ook a short
route to Canada where they remained
until the war was over. Another was
| exempted by the United States Marshal
owing to varicose veins on his legs
His wile made him give her the money
and puiting it with a similar amount
she had in the house without her hus-
‘band’s knowledge bought the little
bouse they lived in, As raffles are
illegal other means will have to be
resorted to (o raise money should the
' draft come.

R. R, S5
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Midvale Ave. in
Noted Valley

Scene of Interesting
Events Past

R. ROBERTS SHRONK.

1

Recent improvements on Midvale
avenue have caused a rapld increase
in population in the northeérn part of

the clty, especially in that section
west of Wissahickon avenue and be-
tween Queen lane and School lane.
Within the last few yeurs hundreds of

| families have moved into the district
and, it ls declared, thelr change of
residonce was made becaus¢ of the
rallroad and transit facilities to and
from the section occasioned by the es-
tablishment of & railroad station near
mthe avenue and the widening of the
avenue between Germantown and
Falls of Schuylkill,

The avenue, although less than a
quarter of a century old, is of his-
torical interest to the city. The di- |
rection ls directly north and south,
although the direction is believed by |
many to be to a point eastward, This |
is explained by the fact that there is
4 curve in Ridge avenue through this
section, !

Mlidvale avenue is so named from |
the fact that it occupies the middle of
the valley, between two hills, a short
distance beyond the Norristown
branch of the Reading Rallway.

Once Called Mifflin Strest.

Long before the avenue was opened
to its present length there was a dirt
‘road passing up the hollow from
Ridge avenue, which was known as
MitHin street, so called because the
Mifflin manslon stood on the upper
gide of the road on the top of the hill
back from Ridge avenue. This man-
slon was erected and occupied for
years by General Thomas Mltiln, the
first Governor of Pennsylvania, who
ralso owned a large tract of land ex-
tending toward Germantown., Along
the lower side of Miftiin street, some
60 years ago, was a deer park with &
yhigh picket fence inclosure and ex-
tended to Indian Queen lane,

The run passed beneath a stone cul- |
vert under Ridge avenue.
river end of the culvert, or arch, were
two wooden troughs, which carried
water to two ponds, one on the upper |
side and one on the lower side of the
run. These ponds were used for keep- |
ing live catfish for the Fountaln Purk |
Hotel, kept by Robert Evans, and for |
the Falls Hotel, kept for many years
by Michael Arnold, father of the late
Judge Arnold. The fish were brought
in large quantities from the elty and
would be killed daily to supply the
once famous catfish and watlle sup-
pers for which both hotels were noted.

At the confluence of Mifflin run with
the Behuylkill was the old-time
steamboat landing, with a little bridge
spanning the run for the accommoda-
tion of customers going to the lower
or Falls Hotel, At this point in the |
river was a lln¢ sand bar, and provid- |
ed an excellent place for the baptizing
of converts by KFalls of Schuylkill
Baptlist Church, when services were

held in the Old Academy Bullding,
prior to 1862, when the present church
edifice was firat used,

On one of the baptism occasions,
conducted by the late Rev. John
Richards. “bout 20 young men climbed

At the||

|
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.a large willow tree and got out on a

thick Hmb that extended far out over
the river. At the conclusion of the
baptism the young men, rising simul-
taneocusly, eaused a strain that snap-
ped the limb off at the trunk of the
tree and precipitated the crowd inte
the river, much to the amusement of
the large number of spectators.

Next Name Dutch Hollow.

When the Norristown Branch of the
Philadelphia, Germantown & Norris-
town Ralilroad was built, in 1834, that
part of Miffiin hollow was filled in to
secure a level roadbed. The filling in
caused the backing of the water in the
run and formed a large and deep dum,
almost obliterating a smaller dam,
erected by Governor Mifflin to supply
his mansion and stables with water,
These dams, wilh a cartway between
them, existed until the opening of
Midvale avenue, 20 years ago, when
the Reading Railway crected a stone
bridge to carry its road over the ave-
nue. These dams woere for years noted
for the swimming, fishing and skating
they afforded.

In 1863 there came to the Pallg of
Schuylkill an energetic German stone-
mason, Henry J, Becker, He purchas-
ed ground In the hollow and erected
rows of dwellings and the large brow-

r-ery. . This ecaused the name “Duteh |

Hollow" to be given to that part of |
the valley.

At the railroad end of the hollow
Patrick Dougherty built his dwelling,
a 2lp-story stone structure, on the
hillside, When the bullding was near-
Iy ready for the roof the walls col-
lapsed and one of the masons was
killed and several others severely in-
Jured, Dougherty built his stable at
the foot of the railroad embankment
and cultivated the side of the em-!
bankment for the raising of potatoes.
The Dougherty property was purchas-
ed some years ago by the Warden
estate, and with other land was pre-
sented to the Reading Rallway as a
site for the handsome new Hast Falls
station. The estate also bought the
brewery, which was torn down.

Used as Camp Site.

As late as the seventies the valley
now occupied by the avenue was cove-
ered with a thick forest, principally
of tall poplar trees, with an under-
growth almost impenetrable, and
formed a splendid place for rabblt
hunting. At Conrad sireet, on the
lower side, began Garrett's woods or
chestnut grove, with most of the
ground covered with a peculiar sort
of green moss, giving it the appear-
anes of being carpeted, The woods
for many years was used by Sunday
Schools for thelr picnics. Back a
short distance south of the woods still
stands Garrett's log cabin, the first
dwelling erected in that part of the
city, but which for years has been
used as a cow stable. On the other
side of the avenue ance stood the Mor-
ton house, a quaint Colonial structure.
Close to the house was a run, which
an old map designates as the boun-
dary line between Roxborough and
North Penn townships.

Adjoining the Qarrett farm was @
20-acre lot, known as Scott’'s lot. On
this lot In 1862 was located the re-
cruiting encampment of the One
Hundred and Eighteenth, or Corn Ex-
change, Regiment, Pennsylvania Vol-
untéers. The regiment left the en-
campment in time to take part in the
battle of South Mountain, near An-
tietam, and was given a terrible bap-
tism of fire. On this lot and adjoln-
ing properties now stand the Queen
Lane reservoir and filtration plant.
Here, too, in 1777 Washington and his
urpiy was eneamped after the bottle
of Brandywine,
heasdguarters in the Hill mansion, now
owned and occupied by Robert 8mith,

Lower Avenue Half Century Ago.
Midvale avenue, or Mifflin street, 50

[ .
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Washington had his |

odd years ago had a different appeai-
ince between Ridge avenue and the
Norristown Railroad to what it has at
present. At that time, on the lower
sidd, ai the corner, was John R. John-
#on 8 store and dwelling, with iis pret-
ty flower garden. The store was kept
by , Harmon Johnson and Christian
Hess, under the firm name of Johnson
& IHMess. In the rear was the old sta-
bla, boyond which were the nicaly
kc&' yards of the dwellings fronting
on .ndian Queen lane, Then eame the
little frame dwelling, the home of
Chérles Boothroyd, then Benjamin R.
;\lu.'ley'ﬁ carpenter shop, with its vard
mciosed with the high picket fencing
{ which once surrounded the Deer Park;
next was the rear of the Baptist
Church, with its sheds for horses and
the three-story stone rectorage occu-
pied by Lewis Mettinger. Beyond was
thq row of dwellings erected by Henry.
J. Becker, and the big brewery at the
enc of Smith's knoll, which once was
covered with a blackberry thickut,
fatrick Dougherty’s home and atable
close to the railroad finished that side
of the hollow,
dldong the upper side were the two
dwellings, the first Becker erected
standing on what is now St Bridgut'é
Church lawn., One of the houses was
oecupled by Becker and the other by
Cornelius De Grott, the marble cutter
and noted singer. At the lower side
of Frederick street, where the Midvale
'l'_‘h:‘-.u.trn now stands, were James Mor-
rison’s two dwellings; he occupied one
and Elijah Schofield and family the
other. Then came the brewery yard,

nd on the corner James Morison's
e building, used in 1862-62 as the

argiory of Captain John Dobson's

Ea o
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~“What do you know about Kelly's|
Ll s a question 1 was asked Jast
week by a4 man in the city. Kelly's!
{Hill had a double significance wh n 1
‘was a small boy. - The grade on 3 g
Avenue, from the Readin Railway's'
t.I:rulg'eg to the entrance of ffl;\"crrth L,au:,ul
,\:rel Hill Cemetery, was one of them,
l-_th_e other was the hill that extends
{from the railroad to the original|
northern boundary of the cenietary,
\'between Ridge avenge and the Schuyl:
all. The latter was for YCars a pof.
wlar resort for Fourth of Tuly “angl
other patherings, and many a partics
{ipant suffercd from lacerations of the
hedd as a result of the fights whiek |
took place on the hill. 4The name of |
both these hills was given in honar!
of a jovial Irishman, Richard Kelly
who kept a grocery store ut the upper |
end of Steven's, now Ridge avenne,
above Scott's lane, Everybody called|
{him Dick, In addition to selling gro-
ceries he also disposed of gun powier|
jand whisky, as was the custom  in
ost stores in his time. The! gmde'-‘
on Ridge avenue is occasionally re-|
ferred to as Kelly’s Hill, but the real,
hill lost its old-time name after it had
been included in the cemetery and be-’
came part of that quict resting place
|for the dead. The roadway in the |
| #pper end of the cemetery, Wﬂirh now |
eads to Laurel Hill station, was once
the approach to the bridge crossing |
the river before the railroad was cori-.

“R.R. S
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one is interested in the drafting of men
for the army one hears a good deal
about the herces of the cival war, and
the methods employed in that war to
increase the aimy. As to the heroes
the Falls contributed a goodly number.
Every one who voluteered laid his life
and his all upon the altar of his coun-
try. Most of those brave men came
back after the war had ceased, some
still survive and not a few wish they
were physically able to again serve their
country, Frank Bechtel, Chas, Naher,
Charles Jones, all three of whom re-
sided here, were never heard of after
the battle of The Wilderness and were

woods which was sef on fire ; Philip
Lesh; Jr., was killed in battle ; Wash-

—In these days when almost every

supposed to have perished in a large|

ington Peel, a lieutenant, died of wgnsis |
received in battle. Dr. Samue, vel: |
lost his life when the Pole g Was

P o T ar &=
blown up In front of Fort Sumptet, Aii'}
lieroes whosé ‘memory should be ever
kept green. Robert Timbers who ens
listed in the 38th Regiment, performed
an act ot bravery in one of the battles
before Richmond, Va. The color ser-

The line was wilhdrawn, Timbers
walked out fearlessly, picked up the flag,
waved it defiantly at the Coniederates,
and carried it safely to the Unlon line
with bullets flying all about him, Joha
Rodgers who had long been a resident
of the Falls, but resided in Manayunk
when he enlisted in Captain John Bel-

was killed the same day the gallan
caplaip fell mortally wounded,
R. R, S,
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ADMIRES LOCAL FREE LIBRARY

A former resident of the Falls of
Schuylklll, while riding over Midvals
avenue, In an automobile, admired
the Free Library building which
stands at the bottom of a wooded
slope at Warden's road, and said:
“When I was a boy thére was a Falls
of Bchuylkill Library Asscciation that
did a great deal of good for the moral

- and intellectual benefit of its mem-
__bers, Every young man of any ac-
_count was glad to be admitled as a
i member and have the privilege of
“reading and studying the valuable
~books. 1 was not old enough to join
! the organization, but 1 knew most of
| thoge who did. As I think of them
“my heart feels sad, for most of them
“have passed away. The orgapization
“wua kept up until the Civil War. 1
only know of four men now living
who belonged to the library, and they
" hayve each seen more than four-score
‘yaars, Hugh Seott, Charles K. Sorper,
?\ankliu ’r& Adam Mel

geant and his squad were shot down. |

sterling’'s Company C, in the 88th, and |

—1 was asked last week if I knew Dr,
Jonathan Knight Uhler # The question
was rather a queer one lo ask anyone
acquainted with the history of the Falls,
Dr, Unler came here in 1855 fresh from
the University of Peonsylvasia and
opened an office in the home of Peter
Shronk, Ridge avenue avenue opposite
what is now Calumet atreet. At tha'
time there was no local physician. D
L. M. Service resided in The Lilacs,
below West Falls ; Dr, John Conry ol
Manayunk and Dr. Thomas Betton ol
Germantown, attended to the needs of
the people here, Dr, Wililam Geyer, a
retired physician, residing on Hart lane,
now Lehigh avenue, occasionally at-
tended emergency cases. Dr. Uhler's
coming was oppurtune for a short time
after he opened his office thete was an
epidemic of scarlet fever. It was nol
loag belore-he built up an extensife;
practice, He removed his office to 128
Queen lane whare his sisters Eliza and
Rebecca kept house for him, A master
of his profession, well educated and.g
'man of winnlog manners, he became
very popular. He married Miss Cauff-
man of Roxborough, and purchased the
Smith mansion and a large tract of the
property from John Dobson and took up
his residence there. His praciice cov-
ered a large range of territory from Rox-
borough fo North Penn village and from
Germantown to the county line beyond
the Schuylkill, In the height of his
popularity and success he was stricken
| with heart disease and died suddenly,
Dr. Ubler was one of four brothers, all
noted physicians—Dr, Wm, M. Uhler,
head chemist and manager of the Labos
fatory ; Dr. Harry N, Ubler of. Mana-
yunk, and Dr, Algernon Uhler, I think
ot Bryn Mawr or Ardmore. He was
survived by a widow and a son Jonathan
Knight Uhler, Jr. Many of the people
here hold his pame in loving memory,
Few men who ever came to this place
did more to relieve suffering humunity
or won more iriends than did Dr. Jona-
than Knight Ubler,
f/:-,.’c,'-',_ h—__i:‘:l

~ '-';.(,{ = B WF

MRS, MARY B POTTER
| —

Afrs, Mary E. Potter, of 35560 Queen
lane, widow of Zachary T, Potter,
ded Tuesdaylnt Lewistown, N. I, aft-
or being sick with pnenmonia for
ahout two wecks, She had boen liv=
ing on i farm of her son, at thab
place,

The funeral will be held Saturday
afternoon, at 2 ofclock, from 3650
Queen lane. The interment will be
at Laurel Hill Cemetery.

"

1—~Thu ing Ledger published a|
‘photograpl  Saturday of Dr. Charles|
K. Mills wr_ vas appointed 'cn‘nsuhi'ﬁl'
physician of the Philadelphia Hospital
for contagious diseases by Dr. Krusen,
Director of the Depariment ol Health |
and Charities. Every lover of the Falls
ot Schuylkill will rejoice in this honor
being conferred upon Dr. Miils. His
boyhood was spent here and though
highly advanced in his chosen profes-
sion, always kep! up a strong interest
in this place and its people. Of the
many boys who have gone oul from the
Falls none have achieved greater success

or been more honored than has Di,
Mills, '

—My attention was called last week
to the numerous places where ice cream
is sold, and of the different makers of
that luxory., I remember when the
only place te obtain a plate of ice cream
at the Falls was at Evan's or Arnold's
hotels and then it could only be had on
rare occasions, or on the Sunday School
Fourth of July picnics. Like iceitis
now used in most homes, When the
old well pumps were in existense no
one thought of using ice except in cases
of sickness, then it was procured ftom
those having ice houses. When the
late Charles H, Lippen of Wissahickon
began running his ice wagon at the
Falls people wondered how he expected
to make a living in that business, Now
almost every home has its refrigeratar
and ice pitcher and the butter does not
have to be spread on bread with i
spoon.
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—Many of lfé"rcs'adcnls of the Falls

who visited Willow Grove last week
were delightinlly surprised to find an

interesting sketch of James Girvin
Maree in the musical program for the
week. Mr. Maree was a member of

the Caroline Richings opera troupe
and is credited with being the oldest
opera singer in the world. Mr. Maree,
who celebrated his ninetieth birthday
anniversary on July 4, was born at
the Falls.
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Found Gopy Of OId
sozs27Falls Newspaper

T:IISMI! Had Been Making
A Search In His Library

Charles K, Sorber, local townsman,
while searching (hrough the archives
i1 the library of his home, on Quéen
lane, found a ecopy of & newspaper,
which was printed and read in the
Falls of Schuylkill years before the
“Weekly Forecast” made ils appears
ance. "

The newspaper was called the
"Palls Advertiser and Riverside Ga-
geite,”” and will be remembered by
gome of the older residents of the
Falls of Schuylkill, It econsisted of
four pages, of six columns to each

8,

Its editor and proprietor was Wil-
Ham G, Middleton, who, among other
things on the editorial page, had
printed the following:

“an  Independent Weekly Loeal
Newspaper, published svery Thursday,
at 2261 Ridge avenue, I'alls of
Schuylkill, Philadelphia, Pa.”

“Phe Advertiser reaches a majority
of the families resident in the Falls
of Behuylkill, Manayunk, Penn Vil-
lage and Tioga. As it i so gencrally
read by such a large number of cur
people, the publisher feels warranted
in calling the attention of business
men to the valuable medium of ad-
vertising, which it affords™

The particular issue written about.
is from Volume IlI, number 26, dated
Falls of Schuylkill, Thursday, Novem-
ber 17, 1881,

In this issue, editorial commepnt is
made on Guitenu's Trinl, Guiteiu was

($He assasin ‘of President Garfigld, Un-

fder another caption, "The Insanity |

Dodee,” which Guiteau's lawyers wers
pmploying, ia dlscusséd.
Found in the news ltemsg is this ln-
teresting bit of-informstion:
“FALLS CHORAL SOCIETY"

“The reorganization of the above
above society took plage in the Oid
Academy Building, on Friday évening,
Las per announcement. The following
were elected officers:

"pragident—C. K. Sorber.

“Vice president—Smith Walker.

tpreasurer—John W, Tees,

“Musical Divector—William R. Wil-
liams,

“All persons Interested in music are
pgordially invited to joln this society,
The expenses are to be met by the
male members, It is carnestly desired
that there will be a large attendance
of ladies. We are glad that the above
gociety has once more struggled 1o
the surface, and earncsily hope that
At may float successfully.”

Among the advertlsers of the news-
piiper are found these w=all-known
Talls of Schuylkill old femily names:
Teash Hollingsworth, M n, VWirk-
ley, Birkhead, Oreén, McKinney, Mc-
Kay, Bay, Mayberry, Shronk, McNeill,
Mills, Foster, Krall, Swaurtz Mettin-
EOY, Tallard, Oldroyd, Righter,
Rhoads, Ruffner, Middleton, Scott and
Borber,

| = .
| —Mrs, Mary Porter, the oldest resi
dent of the Falls, is confined to he:
home in Midvale avenue, suffering
from a fractured leg. She bad only
[ recovered from a fractured jaw when

| another fall resulted in the breaking oi
taleg: Mrs Porter is the only survivor
of the little company who, on Noyem-
ber 7, 1856, founded the Presbyterian
Church in the old Academy building.
She has ever been a faithful member
of the church and is greatly revered

3 by the congregation and all who know
her in this community.

—In last week's letter I mentioned
that shad had again appeared, but did
not know at that time that the fish
were being sold at the high price of 55
cents a pound,

—Palestine Lodge, No. 470, F. and
Ac M., will celebrate its golden jubilee
in April. It hardly seems possihle
that so many years have elapsed since
the lodge was instituted here.

~ —In a nosegay published last week
in the “Record,” in which the old<time
falling-top’ buggy was compared with
: the autemaobile, an interesting account
| was given of the experience that the
late Dr. 1. M, Service had on the
Fourth of July, 1872, He was called
| from his home on Belmont avenue ta
attend a case of sunstroke in West
Philadelphia, Soon after another mes~
senger came on horsehack to summaon
him to another case in Hestonville,
hali an hour later another man gallop-
ed to the doctor’s home from Merion
on a similar errand. He, like the form-
er, followed after the doctor. It was
late in the afternoen before the third
patient had been ministered to. After
supper and having had his horse fed,
the doctor started for home, when a
terrific storm broke over the country;
the rain came down in torrents, filling
the country roads. As he was jogging
along the horse stopped, the wheels
of the buggy being halfwav to the
hubs in sand and water. The animal
could go no further. The doctor was
obliged to sit in the buggy till day-
light, when, taking a rail irom a fence,
e nsed the sharp end to shovel the
sand from in front of the wheels,
. P
i

‘3

—"Is Bowmam street what was once
known as Bowman's lane? 1 was ask-
ed last weelk. Bowman's lane was the
#agie first given to what is now Queen
lanc. In the carly part of the past
century a hotel at the Germantown
avenue end of the lane was called In-
dian Queen Tavern and had a hand-
somely painted sign of an Indian
queen on it. The name of the lane
sradually changed to Indian Queen
tane and of later years has heen abre-
vigled to Queen Jane. When the res-
ervoir was constructed the lane was
blocked off and persons had to go
around by either Abbotsford avenue
i the south or New Queen street on
‘the north,

—The Falls of Schuylkill has been
noted for the men who have been born
or raised here and who became prom-
inent in the various profesgions and
businesses. One of these, well known
and highly esteemed by readers of the
“Chronicle,” is James Gervin Maree,
who first saw the light of day al this
place on the Fourth of July, 1830, and
was the second son of James and
Elizabeth Maree. When a child, his
parents removed to Manayunk; there
he obtained his eduocation, and for
many years carried on business as a
jeweler, Possessed with a baritone
voice of unusual compass, he very
wisely gave attention to its cultiva-
tion., He sang for many yvears in Some
of the most prominent church chairs
in the city, and in the days before
there were any travelling conveni-
ences as are now enjoved, he was
obliged to walk home through &l
kinds of weather, winter or sumimer,
| Mr. Maree is the only survivor of tF
pne time famous Virginia Minstres,
and is probably the only person now
living who helped form the celebrated
Caroline Richings Opera Troop. Mr.
Maree quietly celebrated the ninetieth
anfiversary of his birth on Sunday.

~—To you know Dennis Lynch?

Most everybody else does, He is one

of the most genial and faithful men

in the employ of the Philadelphia

Rapid Transit Company. Ilis posi-

tion, though a humble one, is im-

portant. He looks after the curves

and switches of Midvale avenue, Alle-

pheny avenue, Wayne ayenue, Hunt-

ing Park avenne and Twenty-second

street. In all sorts of weathers, he
:(:un be seen with his oil can. The
| iworse the weather the more Dennis

has to do. Meet him when or where
| you may, he always has a pleasant
word and a cheering smile. When 1
saw Dennis a few days ago, 1 thought
of good old “Jimmic” Noonan, wheo

was given the job of keeping the
tracks ci_ca_n of the Ridge avenue pas-
senger railway, when it extended
fram the depot at Twenty-third street
and Columbia avenue to the station
above Green lane, in Manayunk, Jim-

mie invented a shovel that fitted the
old-time flat tram rails. He, too, was
| both genial and faithful, and like the
old-time conductors, James Page,
Alexander Thompson, Thomas Ever-
man, William Bernard, James Me-
Clure, Isaac Richmond, Joseph Ber-
nard and Harry Murray, has passed
to. his reward. In Jimmy's day the
avenue was a turnpike, as was Main
sireet, and it required much watchiui-
ness to keep the rails free from stones,
which would often cause the old horse
cars to jump from the track.
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Drug Trade History
To Be Told To-night

Hagner's I]ruﬁill Be'ieved
First In The World

The interesting history of the drug
trade in this city will be recited to-
night at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel,
when the members of Lthe Philadelphia
Drug Exchange will hold a banguet.

organization |s the oldest and

in the United States, having

foundesd in 1801, lis purpose is

acilitate the bhuylong and selling of

t and chemicals to advance the

standard of purtty and atréength of the

cammodities and to protect the trade

und public agningt injurious legisia-
tien.

1l

|

alirpad Lo the warring nations,
Duguerrcotype and photographle
chemicals are made Iargely here in

, Philadelphia, also a large number of

Members of the Exchange are rep- !

o5 of y larg importing,
14 i ud distributing drug
unid chem interests  of Philadel-
phia. s membirship is made 0p ex-
clusively of whaolesale drugeisis and
manufactoring chomists ar JRATTRE -
pists, with their related in si=,
According to the United SButes cen-
sus of manufaclurers in 1914, there
were in Philaduelphia 22 pharmaceuti=
cul manafacturing establishments and
1% ehemical manufacturing eatablish-
ments, employing @ great many, thou-
sands of men and turning out milliohs
of prodiots which are shipped to all
parts of Lhe world
The first chemicals In this country
wera made in Philadelphlia In 1788 by
Christopher, Jr,, and Charles Marshall
The first sulpliuric acld manufactured
in this country was made in 1791 by
John Harrison, the original founder of
Harrison. Bros, & Compéany, Inc,
wlhose business was bought the ether
day hy E, I, dul’ont de Nemours, of
Wilmington, for $5,700,000.
Philadelphin at the present time
dantaing the most extensive chemical
manufactories In the United States
The first morphin gquinine and stryeh-
pine made in this country was manu-
factured in  Philadelphin by firms
which ultimately beeame nationally
kpown as Powers. Weightman &
| Rosengarten Company, who have ex-
tensive factories on the Schuylkill,
where nitric and muriatic as well as
sulphuric acids, epsom salts,

elicmical preparations
purposes; Prussian blue, chrome
groon, yellow and red. Here also are
manufacturad water colors, Philadel-
phia also has large manufactories of
fertillzing chemicals. Liarge quanti-
ties of magnesia are also manufacs-
tured here,

Philadelphin's medical- schools are
the largest in America, and Philadel-
phin 18 rapldly becoming the peer of
anyycity in the world in the education
of {phygiciuns and disseminating
chemiéal knowledge. The first school
was foumded here in 1751,
delphia College of Pharmacy was the
firat of its kind in the United States,

for coloring

In this city was produced the first,

rofined glycerine., Glycerine was dla-
eovered by Scheele in 1789, who called
it “the sweet principle of oils,” Its
value was not recognized for many
yenrd, but today it is in universal uso,
not only phiarmaceutically as w sol-
venl, and preservative, bul also for
the production of nitroglyeerine and
explosive compounds. When absorbed
by infusorial earth, sea-dust, mica
powder or other incrt material, nitro-
glycerine forms the different varieties
of dynamite, nnd when combined with
giift-cotton it constitutes thé explosive
known as “blasting gelatin.”

As first obtained, glycerine was
quite odorous, and the late Henry
Bower, of Phlladelphia (later the
Henry Bower Chemical Manufactur-
Ing Company), worked out in 1868-60
i suecessful moethod of manufacturing
odorless glycerine by purifying the
waste lignors obtained in the manu-
facturs of stearin candles, and he

! mnorketed it in large quantities,

At the present time glyecerine la
made in enormous gquantities In &
number of American cities, and, while
its use pharmaceutically is large, Hs
use in the arts is far larger. Perhaps
the Jurgest use of glyveerine is for the
making of explosive products, such as

| nitroglycerine, dynamite, octe.

| the world.

cop- |

peras, alum, ete,, besides many modie- |

inal chemicals, are manufacturcd. It
is said Lhere is more quinine here than
in anv other eity in the world. ©Qur
chemists have an enviable reputation
for purity, exactness and beautly of
product. Our chemical laboratories
are the largest amd best equipped In
the world, Philndelphia can lay elaim
to belng the groatest city in the world
for chemicil research. This position
| was first attained in 1821, when great
discoveries rere - made y by Babent
tfare. The principles evolved by Hare
sive responsible for many of the inyven-
jons of the present day. Because of
his work- when only @ boy of 20 we
have the lamp llght used for years all
over the world in lightheuses to guide
the gdilors. The now common OX¥-
hydrogen flame used for many com-
mercizl purposes was also his
invention. Another greal Philadelphia
chemist was N. Carcy Lee, who'was
piopeer in pholographic chemistry. He
| paado possible the rapld advance in
photography and Kindred arts.

The first blelogical and vaceine lab-
eritories were pstablished here nearly
a1 quarter of 4 century ngo by Il K
Mulford Company, Milllons of dollars
worti of these medicines, chemicals,

| veccine virus, ete, have beon shinbed

it is Inspiring to pharmacista to
know that all this was made possible
by the work of a Swedish apothecary
and the commercial acumen of a Phil-
pdoiphia apothecary,

The first drog mill was manufac-
tured and started in this city, and it
ia believed to be the first drug mill in
Phis was established by
Charles V, Flagner, Falls of Schuylkill.
The ides for substituting machinery
for the mortar and pestle was sug-
gested in a transaction botween the
proprietor and Dr. Harrar, who had
soveral tons of cream-of-tartar, which
ander the old method of hand grinding
would have required the work of sov-
oral men for many months. Hagner
offerad to grind It by the same ma-
chinery which he used for grinding
bhark, ores, ete, and he did it in 12
honrs, to the great consternation ‘of
e, Harrar, whose amazement and In-
dignation were upbounded. Me de-

The Phila-1

clarad It had bean mlﬁ: that it wag
L‘i;q.mm_lb!e in a single hit to do that
|“snich It would have taken his men
months to accompiish. A mecting of
i%the principal druggists and other ex-
perts was held at his office to con-
gider the matter, The gream-of-tortar
wns examined and tested In various
byays, resultlng in  its  bolng  pro-
nounced perfectly goad, unus v
white and finer than any of them had
5tmer peen before,
' Phe doctor was now weall pleased
Land the affair became known not only
¥in Puiladelphia, but also in New York,
{Boston and other cities; the trade
fwas completely revolutionized and
[immense quantities of cream-of-tar-
tar, Peruvian bark, rhubarb, jalap,
|pecae, ete., were sent to the mill from
all purts. After this success the pro-
| prictor determined to extend the
Wusiness, which incrensed to such #n
nxtent that in 1820 he erected mills
o Manayunk and was ona of L
Moneers in building up that town.

—Waiting for a car at Ridge and
Midvale avenue last week I chanced to
look over 1o what was once the corner
peccupied by the store and dwelling
owned by John Reddinger Jolnson, but
which was demolished when Midvale
was opened. In its place are a number
of one-story siructures which in no way
udd beauty to the scenery, Ay

John R. Johnson was a veterinary
surgecn and was also an accompli:-hea
druggist, Few men were ever more|
widely or morefavorabpy known through-:
out the Falls and vicinity than he. J,.nf
his early manhocd he married Miss
Amanda McEwer, a very estimable
young woman, who with him were mem-
bers of the Baptist chwich, Mrs, Johh=
son passed away in early life, Their
only child Uretta E. Johinson has for
years followed her mother's examplein
church work. Mz, Johnson in addilion
10 his profession in treating horses kept
store at the lower end of
Scott'srow on Ridge avenue and later
removed to the corner of whal was then
Ridge avenue and Mifflin streel, where
|he was succeeded in the business by
Harmon Johnson and Chiistan Hess.
devoling himself to his professional
practice, In 1857 in parinership with!
James Morison he began the manufac-
ture of mineral waters, Morison with-
drew and Francis Albright joined in the
business, which afterward was carsied
on by Mr Johoson up to the time of
his death in 1883, 1o his later life he |
manied Susan Kennedy who died a few
years aiter their marriage. Mr. Jobnson
was an entertaining conversationalist
being well informed on general topics
‘and was highly estermed in this com-
most ot his life was spent.
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Noted Yellow 2=~
= House Torn Down

Built Yezrs@; Home Of
Well Known Strong Man

The little yellow washed frame
dwelling that for more than a century
#lood on the east side of Ridge ave-
nue; a short distance below Sechool
lane, hag been torn down to make way
for lmprovements in conneetion with
the coal bunker erected to supply fuel
ta the Queen Lane pumping station.
The little old building was, according
to tradition, erecled near the close of
the eighteenth century as a farm
house of Peter Robeson's farm.

Among thoge who have ceccupied it
were George Miller, whose Herculean
strength made him a terror to evil
doers, His grip was so strong that
he could place a raw potato in each
hand, hold his arms at full length and
aqueeze the potatoes into pulp. He
wias also credited with being ‘able to
.afte hold of a barrel of cider by the
¢himes, raise it wp and drink from
the bung-hole, In tilling the farm he
was the first to raize sweet potatoes
in that part of Philadelphia county. A
Inter occupant wus Jesse Evana, who

earried on an extensive.dairy farm for
many yeara. When he moved in a
norrow addition te the front and ex-
ténding the length of the house was
budlt,

The house, until 1854, was the np-
permost. dwelling in  North Penn
township and since the conselidation,
“lneh_went into  effect  that  vesr.
formed the last house toward Mana-
yink of the Malla of Sehuylkill, Jesse
Hyvans raised a large family in the
gmall house, which for years was the
aontre of social functions., Samuel
Frazier succeeded Bvuns and was the
last to occupy the farm, as L passed
inte the ownership of William
Weightman, The meadow, or that part
of the farm between Ridge avenue and
(he Schuylkill, was transforred by Mr.
Weilghtman (o the Commissioners of
Frairmount Park, on condition, it was
sild, that the luboratory firm of Pow-
eras & Welightman should retain their
wharf at their lower works. When
built the little house was surrounded
on two shdes with a rocky embank-
ment, which of late years has been
guarried away.

FOREST SCHOOL TRAINED BIG
MEN—NOSEGAY

On top of the hill at Crawford and
Krail streets, Falls of Schuylkill, is
the anly publig school in that part of
tha Thirty-eighth ward. It is now
called the Brech Sechool, after a man
whom no one ln that part of the city
aver knew or heprd of until & few
yeurs ago, when the name was sub-
siituted by the Board of Education for
the nume Foresat, by which the school

wis known from the time in 1850 |

| when the first building of yellow plas.
torad stone, containing .
was erected, and in 1881 was first oc-

B g ok y * n Tyt <! 411 P y Py
the Righor bl from the old Acaderiy
Bmqudi_ _tng on Queen lane bear Cressan
girect.

From that little school, which was
tuught by Rov, Robert Mackie, prin-
cipal; Miss June Palmer and Miss
Aunnie Conway, boys went forth to be-
come praminent. Among these were
Judge Michael Arnokl, Rev. Jacob
Guarrett Walker, who for more than
forty yeurs was pastor of Mantun
Baptist Church, West D'hiladelphia;
Dr. Charles K. Mills, the well-known
neurvlogist, recently appointed a spe-
ciulist of the Department of Health
and Charities; Dr. Willlam Hudson
ey, who removed- -te--Missourl:
where he was impressed into the Con-
federate army during the Civil 'War,
but deserted the ranks of the Gray
and enlisted in the Union army; Rev.
Jamed Mooney, who died when @
young man, when he was an asslatant
priest of Bt. John the Baptist Catholic
Chureh: Hev, Thomas Barry, who
built up the Catholic Church of Our
Lady of Visitation and later had
charge of 8i, Ann's Church, until he
passed to hig reward; THarrlson
Kripps, who became prominent as a
photcgrapher and artist; James B,
Bwartz, for many yearg troasurer of
the Internatlonal MNavigation Com-
pany, and now a resldent of New York
gity; James Hope, well known in the
oll clothh and linoleum trade, and a
president of the Union League, who
passed away several years ago; Dr,
Samuel Peltz, a surgeon in the United
States navy, blown up on the Potop-
ska in front of Fort Sumpter during
the Civil War; his brothers are Dr.

Jeslah Peltz and Dr, G. M. Dallas
Feltz. The principal subsequently en-
gaged in Prolestant Episcopal mission
. work In this city. The yellow bulld-
ing was torn down to make room for
| tha large brick structure which
crowns the hill

1y -

~1 was asked a short time ago if
remembered Benjamin Johnson 7 He
was among the men I first learned to
know when a small boy and was ameng
those employed in repairing the country
roads by my father who was yearly:
elected supervisor of highways, a posi-
tion that went out of existence in 1854
when the city and county oi Philadel-
phia were consolidat:d At that time
“Uncle Benny'' Johnson lived in a
little building which stoed in the
meadow at about what is now 35th
sireet and Allegheny javenue, He was
a man of small stature but ol large
energy. He married Ann or Nanvy
Garreit.  About the time of the consoli-
dation Uncle Benny bought a lot of
ground near 3j4th and Bowman street,

| then in the woods, and erected a farm

lthe house,

a6 TOOMmS, |

Cupiod wher the sehont marched down |

house thereon in which he lived until

| aguinst

his death late in the sixties. Aunt
Nancy died betore him and her sisler‘:
Sarah Garrett Hutchinson locked aiter
Uncle Benny's last employ-
ment was as a watchman of (he Falls
bridge. Never has there lived at the
Falls a better natured or more abliging
man than Uncle Benny Johnson. Hi,
little home still stands but it is no

longer in the woods.

1=
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When Jahh White, proprietor of a
wire mill af the Falls of Schuylkill iy
the eariy pagtof the nineteenth century,
shipped eodl from Schuylkill county in
small arks, which were floated J::wn
by the eurrent when the water was high
enough in the Sehuylkill, be paid more
than $20 for each ton thus brought to
the city. In order to get the arks past
the natural falls at the Falls of Schayl
kill, White constrocted a short canal
on the west side of the river with locks
to lower or raize the arks. The canal,
minus the locks, remained until the
Commissioners of Fairmouut Park ob-
teinad possession of the properties l.'dvnf
thag wide of the river, when the ol
cutind was filled up.  After the Schuyl
¥ill Navigation Company constrncted its
conal towpath the entrances to the
| ' White canal wore cloged., The eclosed-in
| body of water lormed splendid Ewim-
nming pools in summer and skating rinks
in winter for the young peopls of that
section, 1t was also a breeding place {or
hullfrogs and snapping turtles, and many
N epicure :.-‘f:vour(wr the wherpwithal for
& nteal to his fancy. The present high
| eost and sedreity of coal led w former
resident of the Falls of Schuylkill to re-
enll the old cannl and to tell what L
farbears told him of the bluck  Stoned,
when they were first used in this eity
for fuel, and of the trouble they hud to
yeet the coal to burn. After the stove
grate was_ introdoced and the using of
conl beeane general the old-time wood
fires were abundoned and many o hoy
rejoiced in being relieved of the task of
keeping the shed filled with Gerewood
In upper Muanayiunk some of the famils
ie2 have gone back to the wood fires
thiz year owing to the conl famine,

L =
ly some rich folkas spen,
their money hown in a story that res
cently came to my attention,” said
James R. Walker. secretary of the Ger-
mantown siness Men's Assoclation.
“A merchant sold a ham fto a woman
ITmmedintely afterward he was called th
the 'phune, and then eeveral importang
business matters reguired his attention.
By the time he again thought of that
ham he could not recollect who was the
purchaser, He recalied that he hid
waited upon elght different women, all
regular patrons with chuarge fccounts,
o he told his beokkeeper to charge the
ham to each of the eight women. "T'hose
that dido’t buy it be sald, ‘will notif
m# and I'Yl apologize nnd it'll be wil
right.” But of the eight whose weelly
Bill included the ham only two protested
the error. The other six all
puid for the ham."
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a short distance above the Laboratory
are two frame dwellings. They are
among the oldest dwelling places in
| the Falls and were erected in the lats
ter part of the Eighteenth century by
Jacob Eahler and for many vears were
occupied by Mrs." Eahler's daughter,
Elizabeth Clouse, whose husband cars
ried on the shoemaking business in a
jittle shop separated from the dwells
ing. The other, or upper dwelling, was
occupied by Mrs, Eahler's stepson,
James Snuth, whose widow, Catherine,
married Jacob Halfian after the
death of her son, Jeferson Smith,
Both houses were sold by their re-
spective owners to Powers & Weight-
man nearly fifty years ago,

“How reck
th




—What a change there has been in
the reading of newspapers since before
the Civil War bioke out. At that ime
the late James Mills owned what was
then known as the Ledger route. which
took in the territory between School
lane aud lelington lane and hrom ibe
siver to the township line. The Public
| Ledger was the principal paper and had
‘but four pages, ss had the Inguirer,
Press and German Democral. M,
Mills had =a store o. Rid,e avenue
opposite Calumet street, He kept a
borse stabled in the rear end of the
cellar of the ten-pin alley next to the
stofe and drove in a wagon every maorh-
ing to Third and Chestrul strects for
the daily supply of papers. In those
days an evening paper scaicely came 1o
the Falls and there were but few Sunday
papers sold here. None of the daily
papers published a Sunday edition.
Today a 14 or 10 page merning and
levening paper scarcely satisfies the!
reader,

—1 received an invitation last week
to attend the Appomattox dinner al
Kertel's restaurant, Spring Garden
sireet above Tenth, on the night ol
Saturday, April §, at which 1ime the
survivors of the 88th Regiment, Penu-
sylvania Volunteers, will again be the
guests ol Louis M. Wagner, son of the
late General Louis Wagner, who de-
lighted in having his comrades as his
puests every year while he lived, This
regiwent always had a warm place in
the hearts of the people nere; as it was
recruited in 1861, In Robeson's meadow
along the Schuylkill. Company G,
commanded by the heroic Captain John
Belsterling, was composed of men from
ihe Falls and Manayunk many of whom
like their brave captain gave their lives
for the perpetuation of the Union. Each
year at the dinper gathering the namas
[of the comrades who have fallen from
(be ranks are reported by the Secretary
William F. Dixon ot Roxborough. The
gathering I1s among the most pleazant
your correspondent has had the pleasure
of attending,

— Tomorrow, March 4, has been set

Fast Falls as inspection day. The
headquarters in Odd Fellows' Hall will
be open the greater part of the day and
visitorss will be received by the Direc-
tors. On Monday the 'bank will be
gpened for business, With the excep-
tion of the name the bankis:all right,
but there is a great deal of regret over
the non-meaning title thal that has vo-
fortunately been given lo the institution.

apart by tje Directors of the Bank of ¥

(came to be applied to the community,
‘When the Norristewn Railroad went
into operation in 1834 the stopping
places here were called Falls, an ab-|
breviation of Falls of Schuylkill and
School lane fter the Reading Rail-
road had ed the Norristown line in
1870 the siition here became known as
‘East Falls fo distinguish it lrom the sta-
Toa west side of the river which
was known as West Falls, so by naming
the bank East Falls it is merely perpe-
trating an action of the Pniladelphia &
Reading Railroad and does no honor so
the Falls of Schuylkill.

—It has been a number ol years since

the name of the public school here was
changed from he appropriate title of
Forest to the Breck school in honor of
a man unknown in this community and
of whom very little: seemis Lo be known
by the members of the Board of Educa-
tion who changed the name, Should
the people of the Falls take up ‘the
matier, even at this late date, they
might prevail upon the Board of Educa-
tion to either restore the name so dear
5 every man and woman who attended |
be school, restered or changed to &
jame that would mean something to
bhe community. For instance, Charles
7. Abboit, who gave years of faithful
ervice as a member of the Board of
fducation and did much to further the
lause of education in the Falls, Should
he request be depied then it would be
ip to the Board to give a sketch of the.
han Breck so that people here when
sked, as [ was last week, to tell some-
bing about him would not bave to
flead ignorance. Will some in the
heanwhile tell who the man was and
that be did ?
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Oldest Resident of the Falls of Schuyikill
‘ Dies Shortly Before His 97:h Birthday

The sad news of the passing away |
of Joseph Johnson last Friday at his
home, 4500 Ridge avenue, was sorrow- |
fully rec ed by the entire commu- |
nity, in which he had been the oldest
l-esi;_lent. His many friends were pre-
paring to congratulate him on his
ninety-seventh birthday anniversary,
whieh would have oceurred on Satur-
day, January 24. He had been in ill-
health for some weeks, but seemed o
be improving when a sudden change |
came, and he passed peacefully away
in the presence of his family, retain-
ing consciousness until near the end, |

Mr. Johnson was one of twelve chil-
dren of Jacob and Elizabeth Fox
Johnson, and was born January 24,
1817, on his father's farm, on the west
gide of the Schuylkill, adjoining the
estate of Judge Peters, now known as
Belmont Mansion, Fairmount Park.
The plantation had o frontage of more
than a mile along the river, and ex-
tended back te Ford road. His early
life was spent on the farm. Having
an inclination for mechanlies, he
learned to be a mechanical draughts-
man, and became an expert forger of
keen-edged tools and inslruments
| used for surgical and sclentific pur-

poses. He invented a number of im-

portant instruments, but never ook
| out any patents. Mr. Johnson for &

number of years had charge of the
| machine bhusiness in Dobson’s mills
and in the Midvale Steel Works, and
for a4 time carried on blacksioltldng
in the rear of his home, In 1865 he
became a member of Falls of S¢huyl-
kill Baptist Church, while the Rev.

John Enoch Chesshire was pastor. In

hiz early manhood Mr, Johnson mar-

ried Christianna Duey, daughter of

Mr, and Mrs. Christopher Duey, a

descendant of one of the first Ger-

mantown families, She died nilne
years ago. lle is survived by three
daughters, Mrs. Alexander Supplees,

Misses Ilizabeth and Clementine

Johnson, and a son, Dr. Charles Johu-

son, of Camden, N, J, He also leaves

a brother, George Johnson, of this

¢ity, und a sister, Mrs, Klizabeth Jew-

ett, of Ohio. The funeral was held on

Tuesday afternoon, and was largely

attended. The services at the house

and by the grave in Laurel Hill Cem-

etery were conducted by the Rev.
| Charles 1. Seasholes, D, D.

Mr. Johnson had a remarkable
memory and gave great pleasure to
many of his friends in telling of
events in the early history of the

Falls.

MRS. MARGARET E. HUBBARD

Widow of Former Boston Publisher, at
Cambridge, Mass.

Mrs. Margaret Elizabeth Hubbard,
widely known in this city, having resid-
ed on Abbotsford Ave, for many years,
died Friday of last week at her home in
Cambridge, Mass. She was the widow
of Alfred Hamilton flubbard, who was
president of the Hubbard Brothers’
Publishing House, and of the Edgewood
Publishing Company, of Boston.

Mrs. Hubbard was the daughter of
the late Rev. Horace Richardsand niece
of the late Dr. Horace Evans, of Phila.
A son, Griffith Evans Hubbard, sur-
vives,
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—Yesterday, January B, was Jac.-|
son's Day, in honor of that great gen-
cral’s wictory at New Orleans. The
day this year passed so quictly here|
that but little attention was given to|
the anniversary. It used to be an oc-|
casion for jollification among the
Democrats. Prior to the blotting out
of Cooksocket, a thrifty village ¢n the

west side of the Schuylkill, by Llie ex=
| tending of Fairmount Park, there was:
i strong organization known as thel
Jackson Club, which held its annual
receptions and dances on the Bth of
January. Is it possible that “Old
Hickory! is being forgotten?

—The Rev., B. F.
the DBaptist Church,

Bray, pastor of
returned  last

was visiting his father. On Friday
wight, in connection with the weekly

one of the most interesting, instruc-

week from North Carolina, where he

prayer mecting Mr. Bray conducted

tive and inspiring Bible studies T have
ever attended: The lesson was from
the second chapter of Paul's epistle to
the Galatians and the subject was
“Justification by Faith” It was a
wonderful and vet simple and plain
presentation of the truth. Any one
having any doubt on this importast
subject would do well to attend thesel
Friday night Bible sindies, 'I

—Through delays, occasioned per-
haps by red tape, some of the Govern-|

| ment telegrams notifying persans of

1

loved ongs being killed, woundedies
miissing reach their destination after|
other information has been received,
A case of this kind happened here dur-
ing the latter part of December. A
telegram was delivered at the home of
Mr, and Mrs. Harry Jones, 3636 Calu-
met street, notifying them that their
son, Edward R. Jones, had heen
wounded in action on November L
The telegram was received December
24 and would have caused that liome
to have had a sad Christmas but for
the fact that Edward was home; he
having arrived safe and sound in this
country on the 18th and spent the
Liolidays with his parents. He is re-
covering from a shrapnel wound on
one of his legs and is now in 2 base
hnspital -* Camp Maade

—This year, 1919, will mark the cen-
fennial of twe events that hava always
bren important te-the people of the
Fulls., It was in 1819 when William
Smith donated a plot of ground-for
the erection of a building to be nted
for religious and educatignal purposes,
| Upon the lot was erected what 1s
[ fiow known as the Old Academy
Building, on Queen lane. It was com-
pleted the following year snd in 152]
was occupied by a school, which in

‘lat'c'r vears heoame the Forest Schoo!
and continued in the huilding until its
new cdifice on Carson’s Hill, overlaok-
ing Ridge ‘avenue, was completed in
1B31, when the school moved into its
new quarters, The other event was
the starting that vear of the constroe-
'l.iPn of Fairmount dam by the Schipyl

[l Navigation Company. The dam
| a§ finished in 1821, which ot an end.
l“to~{hie- once -profitable shad “f%idtries
along the river. The backing up of
the water resulted in causing periodi-
cal spells of chills and fever among
those residing along the river, This
was remedied to a great extent by the
stirring up of the water by the swells
of the steamboats, which for years
ran on the Schuylkill between Fair-
mount and Manayunk, Among those
affected by the destroying of the fsh-
eries were my great grandparents,
Godfréey Shrack and Titus Roberts.
The year will mark also the complet-
ing of the canal through what is now
known as Manayunk, but then known
as Leverington and Flat Rock. What
change the century has brought! One
hundred years ago there were no rail-
roads; postage stamps wege unknowng
houses and other buildings were heal-
ed by wood fires and lighted with can-
dles or loud-smelling oil lamps. Gas
or electricity were not dreamed of,
Neither matches known.
lid to be kindled by the old-time -
der boxes, flint and steel,
no police protection and when a house
took fire the yeomen of the place
fought the Aames with buckets of wa-
ter. Hete at the Falls the nocarest
place of worship was the Baptist
Chureh at Roxborough. No news-
papers were distributed here and few
persons cared to be away from lome
at nights. "When they were oliliged
to go out after dark they carried lan-
terns to light thém on their way, And
yet the people were happy.

dret, P-/97¢ R RS

were Fires

There WwWas

Frmedra® By, =
—Flocks of wild ducks were seen on
the Schuylkill and Wissahickon last
‘week, and were regarded by local
weather prophets as harbingerzof spring.
They came from the South and were
perfectly safe in alighting where they
did for we reasons : The prohibiting ol
| shooting within the limits of Fairmount
Park, and the State game laws, which
closés the duck shoaling season until|
June. I never hear or see wild ducksl
on the river but I think of a big loon
which made its appearance on the river
one morning in 1867, Willlam Leech
started after it in a rawbaat with his gun,
Samuel Winpenny with a rifle stood on
the old steamboat wharf, The loon was
close to the west shore, Leech and
Winpenny fired simultancously and the
loon fell over dead, Both claimed 1o
have killed it, Leech, however, gol pos-
session and had it stoffed and mounted,

—Some of the people dewn here got
up early on Tuesday morning to walch
the weather so as to see for themselves
whether there was enough sunshine to
enable the pesky little groundhog to see
its shadow. Of course there are no
longer any of these creatures in this
vicinity, Some of the people to keep
up aa old Falls habit, had fried sausage
for breakfast, that being another kind of
groundhog, The days are gradually
growing longer and whether the sun

shene or not on Tuesday, or whether

’
"%.fm;ém -w.;,.lga‘w&wd
“weeks or not, better cays are on the,

way, St Patrick’s day, which always
precedes the vernal equinox will be
here in 37 days. Ash Wednesday, (the
commencement of the lenten season.
comes this year on February 17, so he
hopeful and remember thisis a prety
good world to live in, if you live righy, |
with plenty of opportunities of helping
some other traveler along. You may
have coal billsto pay but what's the
difference, in a few more weeks you will
have the fun of pushing the lawn mower

Again,




| Falls, made a new locatiof of terrld
tory and built their present castle,
“0On Thursday; the 21st of July

inst., at hall past 2 o'clock, General
| Lafayette and suite, sccompanled by

@)

I and Hughle Owens, ;
Raamu a!rmld' be written of the

sporting activities of Falls bovs, es- |
pecially of other years. The Mont- |
rose and Chamonfoux Boat Clubs, |
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the Fair-|

The yaung men of today who are
athletically Inclined are proud of
their achievements on baseball and
football fields or bazketball floors.
As time rolls on they will look back
'at the days of their glory with fOﬂdI
remembrance.

Not -all of the good” teams, thal

have been made up of Falls boys.
are of the present age. Back in
1001-1902 the Iforecast printed some

interesting news concerning the do-|

ings in local athletie ecireles:

In oune article is a letter from Wil-
liam Gray, of the Roxborough base-
ball team, and James V. Kelly, of
the Wissahickon baseball team,
thanking the members of the Youns
Men's Literary Institute for some
dresssuit cases that they receiveid
for the efforts;, they had made on
the ball field.

Willard Hess, managed a basket-
ball team—the Rast Falls—which
held an enviable reputation throuzh-
out the eastern part of Pennsylva-
nin. Some of the players under his
direction were: MacKay, Walters.
Buckley, Hoffman, Walten, Walier
Maith, Sterling, Cole, Stout, Stamm,
Hutchinson, Slefert, Clayton, Stock-
er, Molineaux and Myers. Tren-
with, Murphy, and Campbell played !
at various times with East Falls,
St. Bridget's ami the Y. M, L. L
teams.

St. Dridget's had a wonderful
team, which, bhroke a greal ma;&l
| records, {'nmpm;ed of the following:
Enos, Murphy, Campbell, Trenwith,
Kelly and Coyne. The Young Men's
Aggociation had a five made up from
the men whose names are here list-
ed: Dolphin, Marriott, Phy, +Me-
Laren, Warren, Mirk, Clayton, Whit-
aker, Schofleld, Strenger and Crop-
per.

The Y. M. L. L. outfit had as play-
ers: Murphy, King, Parks, €. B
Kelly, Trenwith, Tnos, Campbell,
McNeill, J. Furlong, W. Furlong,
{Ooyle, White, Foster and Coyne.

Football! Whoe forgets the old
Westmoreland team? Webster,
Kirchoffer, Reese, the Dunlaps—Bob
{gnd Sam—and all the rest of the
erew. Amd rough old days they
were, too.

The Fairview eleven and the sul-
stitutes were picked from these;
Kelly, T. Murphy, T. Gribbon, R,
{Gaughan, V. Hurley, T
[Short, G. Maguire, J. King, Bucklay,
Shivers, Clegr, Tweedie, Barch,
Turner, Kolley, Homer, Jenkinzon,
Welsh and Matsinger.

Yeas, Clearfleld has z\lwas*s had a
team, The following men played in
1901; - R, Timbers, J. Nichols, G.
| Denby, D. Flemings, 8. Auty—he can

Mirk, ¥.|

Istill play-—B. Bﬁzh? “Yank™ Welsh,

ithe Mohawk Canoe Club,

ew baseball team, the Falls Quoit

1'otllam‘ organizations. which
various times turned
skill, nerve and muscle.
_ When the boys of the present day
Ihave lived another twenty years, {0
|19'4-o they too, will look back with
| pleasure to the days when they
|played a leading part in the athletic
levents of the Falls.

have

ont men of

It is generally held, that the fArst
settler in the Falls was Carreit
Garrettson, of Bwedish extraction,
who Is suppoged to have lived here
in or about 1680,

the orlginal estate,

It appears, {from some old records
of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania,
that one Hans Moens promised to
{build a mill at the Falls of Schuyl-
kill, and that another man, Jan Sho-

at]

|Club, on Scoll's lane, are among the |

The Garretts— |
the name having been shortened— |
for five generations have occupied |

etan, made a claim for land near
where the Falls Creek emptied into
the Schuylkill. This was about|
where the present Midvale avenue
now touches the River drive.
[Dlnlﬂ.hlt" that Moena and. Shoetan,
tand possibly a few others that are
lnow unknown, share with {mrrett-'
2on the honorg of being the ﬂrlr:;m'tl|
seftlers,

In an old map showing the Falis
of Schyulkill and its vielnity in lam‘l.,i
ther are farms and nlantatlonsr
which are marked: Robeson, Mor-
gan, Gm‘ret.tsépn‘ *almer, Shute,
Bond, Francig, Hood, Mifflin, and
Harrison, to the east of the Schuyl-
Idll, and ¥vans, Roberts, Peters and
George to the west of the river, A
sawmill and a sickle mill are also
‘shown and appear to be situated on
Falls Creek, probably being the first
imills erected In this Iocality.
SCCANF
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A clipping of a reprint from the
Aurora of July 25, 1825, describes
|the “Colony in Schuylkill” as fol-
| lows:

“The Schuylkill Fishing Company
was formed in the year 1731, and
jWas composed of distinguished cit-
Izens of Philadelphia. They built a
house near the Falls ol Schuylkill,
formed articles of assoclation under
which they elected'n governor, coun-
cil, secrefary of state and treasur-
er, sheriff, and coroner, adopted a
common seal, and ealled thelr terri-
tory ‘The Colony in Schuylkill' At
the clode of the War of the Revolu-
tion they reassembled, declared
|their independence in due form un-
dar the name “The State In Schuyl
[ &1 and’ revised their 'constitution.
{Phey migrated some miles below the

It is|

the venerable Judgze Peterg and the
gentlemen composing the commits
tee of Councils attending him, agree-
|ably to previous invitation, arrived
at the Castie of the ‘State in Schuyl
kill’ The governor, council and eit-
{zens, in the costume of fishermen,
were marshaled on the borders of
the territory, and, on the approach
of the illustrious guest, the files op-l
ened to the right and left. The gen-|
eral passed In toward the castle,
where he was met by the secrgtary
of state who made a formal ad-
dress.

“rrevioys to the general's appivall
he was unanimously elecied an hon-
orary member of the company, of
which he was officially apprised by

Thomas Morrig; BEsq., first councllior
and governor pro tem, who deliver-
ed him a certificate, and forthwith
invested him with a sfraw hat of
ample dimensions and the large
white apron, the badges of member-
ship. After the usual introductions
and salutations the general viewed
the fleet of the company and ex-
pressed a desire to be permitted to
do his duty by assisting his fellow
members and the visitors in the Ia-
bors of the day.”
SCCAFF
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—"*Going to town” is not so difficult
a task to the people of the Falls ag
it was to those who resided here sixty-
five yvears ago. At that time William
Stern was running .2 line of iwo
coaches from the Fountain Park Hotel
te Ridge and Girard avenues, The
coaches ran on the hour and were
considered to be a great :mpmwmrn!
aver the single stage of “Johany™
Small, which came down from Mana-
yunk around 8 o'clock every morning
Stern's line was well pa!roulzed, but
Wais [(.Il'((:‘(l ot Oi COI'llﬂllSSlOn whcl‘-l-
the Ridge avenue horse car line went
into operation on the 3d of July, 18589,

g[%u that day the first car, driven by

ié late Flenry Ritter, was run up as

Jdar as James, now Stanton, street, The

horse cars were regarded as a preat
improvement and the people here ap-
preciated the convenience afforded
them. Today the trolley car carries
passengers from here to the heart of
the city in less than half an tll{our.
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v closed ihe setnal existonce ol the | s e oy e S ?
Fishing Society of Fort St. David. | : ' ﬁﬁ
The State in Schurikill was, at —"Dn you knnw why Ridge avenue
th:is time, flourishing, and it was de- is such a crooked road ' 1 was asked
cided to unite the two clubs, Fort
St. David turning over all ita relids P SRturdny by & for:gu residemt ?' 3&;
and treasures, including pewter dish. Georges Hundred, Del, who caid be
was told that is was orinally by persons

#8 which had been a gift of the
Penns. followed cow track. Priorto 1812 when
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Bvents that shadowed by
vears, unless they be an actual part

are

of history and ara set down as such.i
the constant ef-

must fight against
fort of man to rele
fleld of legend.

From the
Philadelphia such ecitizens as wera

| fond of fishing had ampla opporiun-|
ity to indulge in the sport, for both

‘Lha Delaware and Schuylkill Riv- |
| ers wore full of fish of various kinds. |

The Schuylkill was particularly well
[known to contain catfish, rock and

{perch, and as early as 1732 two fam-

cus fishing clubs were founded which
hecameé historic in the annals of the
eity,

Cne of these was the Colony or
State in Schuylkill, which is still in
existence. The other, to which the
Falls of Schuylklll owes its birth, |
was known ag the Society of Fort
St. David, The founders were
|'Welshmen, belonging to the Ordex
of Ancient Britons, which fathered
the Welsh Soclety that is distin-
|gui':'.hed by a long record of meritor-
|jous benevolent work.

The home of the Society was on
a broad rock, near the Ferry street
| entrauce to the Park, A one-story
wooden building was erected as a
club nouse, which was named Fort
[8t., David, in honor of the patron
|saint of Wales,

gate them to the

earliest settlement oi

| The fishing club increased in mem-

ibership, many well-known ecitizens of
Philadelphia being enrolled. In 1768
the list of 150 Included such names
las Michael Hillegas, the first treas-
lurer of the United States; Henry
!Kuppelu. John McPhersan, Thomas
| Bond, Henry Neglee, Matthew Clark-
son, Joseph Wharton, Christian Lad-
'\\'i;.. Richard "Waln, John <CTonltas,
William Plumstead, George Mseade,
(lpysse Bonnin, the potter; Christo-
pher Marshall, John Dickingen and
Tench Francis,

Gradually housges wers bullt In and

laround the vicinity of the Club uns |

til a wvillage resulted, which became
known az Fort St. David.

*hr— name of Falls Village and, to
|this day, the locality, while a com-

pogsite part of the corporation of Phil- '
“tha |

.u:i-ulp]xm. is still known as
| Falls.”

{ “Comparatively little is koown of

During |
the War of 1812 the colony assumed ||

(in° the river, due to chemical and

|one or

[ding

| was rebuilt,

the doings of the fishing club dur-
ihe Revolution, its meetings
probably baving been' suspended a8
many of its members were engaged
in public affairs. The original club
house was destroyed' by the ‘Briti:".h‘
when (hey occupied Philadelphia. [
When the war was over the club
but in & fow vears this|
too, was destroyed by fite and final- |

Today there are very few fish left

ather deposild which are emptied
inlp the river from the . larze mans
ufacturing plants slong the banks,

In order to improve a traffic con-
dition on Ridge avenue, some action
|should be taken in regard to the
special cars which are provided by
the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Com:
pany to convey workers of the Dob-
gon plant to their homes,

Two cars—one southbound and
more, northbound—are stop
ped regularly at the daily cloging
hour in front of the mill gate. As
this point happens to be on a slight
curve and traffic rules prohibit mo-
torcars from passing standing trol
ley cars, the congestion {s angment-
ed by a long line of antomobiles,

Recently a fire company endeavor-
ing to get to a fire with a minimum
of lost time, was delaved for five
minutes or more, to obtain room to
Pass.

The street car in ene direction, at
least, could be stopped a few yards
to the north or south of this point,
which would permit other traffic to
proceed, thus eliminating a source
of annoyance to motorists, as well
as providing for emergencies such
as arose through the arrival of a
speeding fire truck.

The writer listened to a couple of
old men, a few days ago, discussing
the school at Crawford and Krall
streats.
| One of the men remarked that
when he attended the school, it was
iknown as the Forest Schoel and the
buflding was of stone construction,
with yellow plaster, The teacher
was g Scotchman by the name of
Mackie—Robert Mackie—and had
been educated to be an Bpiscopal
|clerg\ man. He was of a very excit-
able nature and when thinga did not

BU BXaCly a8 me wanted them Lo,
the bagan to stammer. The s¢hool,
despite the teacher’s pecullarity,
turned ont many graduates who, af-

t,a;(-) arﬂd fh%‘nc.amﬁ: i*:rew rominent,

at seeT.
odd, to the old men, was the Iac.
that the school closed down on elec
tion days, at nmoon. The men re-
membered going down to the old
Dove and Swan tavern, mear Nice-
town lane, in the afternoon, to watch
the men vota and to wait for them
to begin fighting. They said that “it
doegn ke alacti

more, because of the absence of the
fights."

g'I‘tte: large red brick building has
been erected since the days of these
men and even the mame of the
school has been changed, it now be- |
ing called the Samuel Breck School.
This name was bestowed on It in

{1815,
: i SCCAF

i

it became known as Ridge avenue, owing
to its beiug controlled by the Ridge

Avenue Turnpike Company, and ex-
dtended from Ninth and Vine streets to

Perkjcmen Bridge near Collageville in
Monigomery county this thoroughlare
was called Plymouth road, and was one
of the main arteries leadiog to Philadel-

phia, to but not into the city for at that

time Vine street was the northem
boundary of the city, and remained so
until 1854, when the act of consolida-
tion went into effect. The windings of
the avenue in most instances wis due to
| the hilly conditions along its course and
{ to securing t he right of way, [ was
asked the same que tion a number of
years age by a man in a Ridge avenue
horse car but before I had a chance to
answer him another man told the
stranger this story : **Many years ago
a resident ot Roxborough rode 1o the
city on a blind horse, He became

|d:unk and getting on the horse left .t

!ake its own way home.'' The crooked-
|ness of the avenue is such that one
night in 1865, when Nixon's Paper
Mill in Upper Manayunk was on fire a
policeman standing on the porch of the
old Dove and Swan tavern just above
Nicelown lane, judging from the illumi-
nation, thought the fire was in West
Philadelphla. When the Tunpike
company took charge it was intended to
run the road through the meadow above |
the Dove and Swan tavern by a long
cnrve to where Crawlord street now

intersects it. The plan was abandooed |
on account of the cost of securing the
right of way.

R R S |

—Some time ago 1 stood at the west |

end of the Falls bridge and looked on

| what once was the River road, but now

abandoned north of the bridge. |
thought of the swamp that once existed
along it, in which water lilies grew and
a peculiar kind of a flower that re-
sembled somewhat the black-eyed vellow
daisy. T thought, too, of the time when
the Pencovd Tron Works were in their
infangy, and how the
mlé #_\3' it m;_' “F ! il

‘wagons made for that purpose and

\drawn by a string of four horses. Gas-‘ﬁ

y n‘oducls GTe

;tod. whc fived in Chamounix, gave the

his wn. Iohn, a young man.

|




' E: ST ; : |#old some years ago fo ‘the War| —President McKinley, lik
dens, waa occupied by a huge brew- great and good men, had his fa
ery which haz become n thing of hymns, one of which was “Abide W
M'/:;:. ,4/3'- PHIL. the past. It was erected in 1856, by | | Mo Upon hearing this hymn sun,

| the Iate Henry J. Becker, 8 German some time azo I thought=that thel
stone-mason, whe had settled some i
=la s

S vears hefere in the Falls, and began
o “nlunga™ on bl wrations, .
| OBSERVATION to “plunge” on buildms gperations Fast to its close ¢hbs out life's I1!|l€

The brewery, at one timé& +l
est building in the neighborh . i day; == )

The monotonous regularity of the| |sio0d on g point of ground knowh Eurth's'jays grow dimiifs glories pass
men of the coal industry—both those: |as Smith’s knoll, where Smith's and ik away. '
who dig for the black diamonds and, Mifflin's Hollows joined and formed 'x_.fi..'l.l'li__:_'".' an:_l decay in ail ruoun.d I sect
the mine ownere—4o: disagree. brnes a triangular-shaped plot with the| O Thew, who changeth not, abide with|

. railroad for ‘& base. The hill was mel”
into thought a little scrap of local covered with plackberry bushes anli|

history. {small underbrush. applies particularlywto the Falls; Those
In a rolling mill, along the Schuyl- Becker formed a partnership with| | whs have known the plice for threes
kill, near the present Stone Bridge,  |Joscph Steppacher to brew beef.|  ....e or more years recall many
White & Hazard used bituminous j{ Hesker, & Free M,m"r""' had a large changes that have taken place sincé
Igtone sot In the fromt of the build- R 3 o

coal ag a fuel. They conceived the |i11:.‘: on whish. was carved the com-| their childhood. A noticeable eut I8
Idea that the “back stone,” by which |pﬁﬁis. gquare, trowel and other em-| | that relating to what was known a8
]ililll]l"u('iil;! was then known, could b]r*m'a of the order: | Sfm'lwr';: corner, at Ridge avenne wnd
[be used. They were the owners Ofl The underbrush was removed| | Lneen lii!'!i‘. Where the large store
|.tlnr 6 section of ground, which Gons Iﬁnm the strrounding land and a| | and dwelling now- stand once staod
I |saloon was opened, near the railroad the blacksmith shop of the once fanis

tained quantitles of this “black |y ek which, with dancing and oth:| | pus coach and carriage works of thl
stone,” in the coal region of Pe!m'i {er pavilions, became known as the | |ate William E, Sorber, In front of|
sylvania, and brought some of the| ["n]h" ol S-‘h_\'}l&lil_ Park. 'l'hn‘ 8a | [ e shop was a large poplar (ree
stone, In question, down the river h‘?iﬂ?“gﬁ: ;“‘Fltl “”;"” '-!T-;'ﬂi-‘;i'f::‘:‘f;U; about which on  Sunday afternoons
o thelr mill. to experiment wi a mi ameidl Ritter, w Fa8 1 ’ ” 0.
T.}'T"[}{:-::‘ ;:élme.‘:p\nr:;&;ﬂﬁ;m ;&;ii‘;d o| |[family which has since nequired a | would congregate men af the viciity
|tailure until one day a fireman, who reputation in the canning indusiry:] |
had left the furnace filled with the Becker did not remain long In the | |
atone, started off to lunch. "On re-| || brewery business. It Dbeing said iLvorits vt of those out 0f exiploys
turning for something which he had [thdat he withdrew In order to 8ave| Spent and subjccts worth while were
[forgotten he found the fire blazinz. | || W hat little money he had left. | | discussed. The proprictor was a man
| MThus was the secret of the sué | ‘S.tr'-p{i:_u;hm‘“ r‘nntimh‘;.f.l |}nf“.1nlhr_! of unusual intelligence and delighted
cesstul burning of anthracite discf:\‘- ;‘: lgh:ti;r:,u1;.1.;?:111‘1 }3:311:11:;3(‘#;‘; in imparting his knowledge to others
ered. The trick wag @mply tn it rented the property from the. wil-| His sons, Jgseph E. and Charles Ko
liam Stoner = estate. Centennigl] Sorber, who succeeded to the busi-

year, 1876, the greater part of thaj [ness, imbued with their father's spirit,
|brewery was consumed by fire, H@-| confinued what might properly be
henadel, in an effort to save some | |iermed the blacksmitlh shop schaol,
of his valuables, had to be physlead | +nd in which I have never heard of

a watch l‘u_ driving on the avesu®

t
In the - -+ the old shop wad a

the coal alone, without poking it,
a8 was dons with that of the bltum-
Inous varlety.

White Immediately began to plan
a suitable grate to be used for burn-

L]
lug anthracite, i i 1
: | y restrained from entering the| . ; . e o
In his efforis to promote the ¢8al | }lpuilding while the conflagration wasd any_scandal being taken up. Just be

industry, White (irected his atten-! llat ity helght ' o the oid 51101? “fcrc.tw? Srail DRSS
{tions to having convenlent shipping Before the present Rast Fallg story _frame bmldmgs, in one of
|facilities organized to bring the coal station was erected, the brewery| which Dr. Joseph Sorber conducted
to the city., This led to his con- had been used for years as a coal| the hrst drug store the IFalls ever
gstructing the first canal and locks, .a,ud lumber vard. The Warden es-| had Charles K. Sorber in his eighty-
The canal, in most places, was sim- {tate disposed of this part of the||sixth year alone survives of that re-
lp,iy part of rhe‘ river deepened, ex- gronml to the Reading Railroad | nuckable famiily.
€ cepting where it was necessary to IRailroad Company as a site for the 2';

]

A -
have @ lock to make the descent| }lgiation. : | -,.//':g EL:’;I": RRS
|from one level of the river to an- The remainder of the property, in-
|other at which places a canal wasl |cluding ten dwellings on Whiehle

dug close to the river. He was the |street, with the ground along the o /7

|first to conceive the Schuylkill Nav-| || afiroad and down through old| ‘\Ofld :ii“:g“ me:jlfm E-i
1 - TR E Lo e ] = 7y ¥ BRI i mitnga
li_&:ation Company, which it is bellev-| | g iih's Hollow, has recently been | b hiorad hands tooay. Wwhen. the e o

ed is now controlled by the ReadinZ| || ired by Gottlob Stelnle the old Horace E. Richards house, #f
I : = A acquired by Gotiiob & : Abhottsv@= avenue and Thirty-secon
|Ila§lt oad Company. ) | SCCAFF | street, passed from Horace I Rirllard:
| Sometime, let us hope it will not| I -~ ! It;: Chestorhn“ Poltr.ne: 'i\ hen this old
| Py cuse was built, about eighty years ago,
be far in the future, some other | : t rnx aid IO Ge tha thint laveest 1 1He
White will come along to discover Unfted States. Tt wnas erected by the

a method of heating—probably from s father of the Horace . Richards who

et sold it, and passed by descent to the
hydro-electric plants, which are still {atrer upon the former's death, For|

7 Y= mhny years the son sccupied jL |
in their i:'ll’allc;} and the famlily Krown ns S Eummit -I‘I‘m.-e?" :uu{ ";tm\:u.g
provider will cease to worry over ﬁlﬁcencn, uﬁe:her with ms! Iiuator.\f.muglr‘

& y 5 an attraction to meny vialtors as wel
the disagreements of those inter- ab rexidents of the city. Tha f_-.mleu_l\:u‘!E,
ested In coal tien I8 of stone and master, Thers ore

abput thirty large roomé, with a kigh
tower on fop of the houss that mit ﬁl
Vutil recently the ground bound- thlf place eonl?r}ivu?u]wl for miles amuml
ed by the Norristown Branch of the SRr Arh Do sl and Aunne
Reading, the rear property line of 4 tln;oa 'gm ﬂ:‘wries !Ltbhu avegun rims |
2 traal, HeETag
the north side of Queen lane g.:_lii mm‘ﬁnd sk g el m‘;‘ m“\fnﬂmgur;?&e
ths gouth side of’ Midvale avenus, g:tegiﬂg'g’ﬁ: a;-‘"ggf*r&“'{ﬁ tracts, but
down tﬂ Cressweil street, was a part hiE plans, He now. hn l\!gu:tmx':‘r’:uﬁ:
Whiehle estate. s

A part of the ground, which was

= g
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'OBSERVATIONS

In & recent conversalion with n:-m;i
"ot the old residents of Cooksockey—
| the village of some 300 souls which |
Was once situated on the west bank |
of the Schuylkill, opposite the Falls
—he recalled many pleasant memor- | §

165 of his childhood, which may prove 1 |
Interesting to the readers of thia col-!!
umn, i

With him I took an imaginary
Journey through the old village in
the year 1872, from the Southern
boundary, near the present Columbia
#venue bridge, up along the river tn
City Line avenue, and west as far as
Belmont avenue,

Near the present Columbia avenue
bridge was the ofl works of the Phila- |
delphia and Reading Oil Company.i
Just below this point were the homes |
of the Logans, the Clarks and Lhe:
Roneys, although the latter family
sithsequently moved to a honse near !
Grimes lane,

We walked northward, past the
home of '‘Messeeny” Marley, to Gar-
rett’s lane, on the corner of which
dwelt the community’s only ceolored |
man—John Parker, [

Garreit's lane was named from the |
ol Garrvelt family, who owned a
vast estate in the neighborhood. The
lane ran from the River voad to West
Phitadelphia

Walldng up Garrett's lane, just
above the railroad track, we cams to
the haunted house of Montagus,
which was notorious at the time as
the plage where a young woizan had
hean, murdered,

Continuing west along the old lans

e
vi'g

mil, In Hestonville. After saying, |
‘‘How do you do?" to Mr. Macindos, |
‘we came to the home of the MacFar- |
lands, and across the road, in a cedar |
thicket, lived George Missmer, Liml
huteher !

In the next house lived a family|
by the name of Quay, and then came |
“Phil" Batler's farm.

Philip Garrett had a house on the
glle of the present Woodside Park.
His next neighbor was Murray Close,
and a school house stood—and still
[id4 used by the Board of Hduecation— |
{next the old Close residence. ; [
|  Andersons were located In the next
house that we eame to, and after
passing it we stopped in to see Lund
Montague, who was a =on of the
owner of the haunted house, farther
down on the the lane. .

Andergon’s saloon was on the cor-
ner of Garrett’s lane and a road
which is now a part of Balmont ave-
nue

We then turned our steps easiwari
and down the old Falls road toward
the Schuylkiil, Near the nlace where

| lane,

| store,

“Miss Birkmire as her assistant,

we turned was a mushroom pateh|
which belonged to old Charles Eagle,
and just a 1ittle farther on was the |
homa of Samuel Wynne,

Charleg Dufler lived a little to the
west of Matt. Quay—a relative of
the late senator of the smmne name—
who lived en the site of the Philadel-
phia Coeuntry Club.

Hownrd Long, a book publisher,
| was a neighbor of Quay, and next to
Long was the farm of Charles Hag-
ner,

On the gpposite side of the road
lived Harry Pretty, who wag the
manager of Simpgon's Washington
Print Works.

We slowly wended our way back
to the junction of Garrelt's lane and
the Rilver road, so that we might
vigit that part of the village along
e Sehuy)kin,

Camphell's farm ran along the l
River road for a considerable g |
tance, and we fnally reached an old |
rape walk, at the foot of Johnson's| |
This ran up the hill to the
pregent Chamonioux Mansion. John- |
son was of a firm which was promi-
nent In the publishing bu=ziness in
Philadelphia

Passing Johnson's
the

lane we canle Lo
James Grimes, voung
Jim Dillon, Maurica

Wood, the elder

liomes of
Owen Conner,
Holster, John

'Thuma:s Wood, Samuel Harper, Mar-
F'tin Lovell, William Mawhilnney, Joe

Tom

Ann

Anderson, the younger Wood,
Thomas Grimes, Mary Harpey
and John Cruse, who kept a grocery
until we have made our way
to the “Dutch Block," which was co-
capied by the familieg of Minningan. |
Lohringer, Hennis and Rochenbach. |

We made a short detour ip Grimes
lane and along a road which parallel
ed the railroad track, ag far as "Bobh"
Crompton's, at the foot of Jolinson's
{lane,

Close by was the village schoel,
taught by Miss Mary Hagner, with
The
school wa built upon the side of the
hill, and underneath the clasg room |
[dwelt Mrs. MacFarland, Jim Lord's
[family and the Widow Filzpatrick,
who kept a general sfore In the vl
cinity.

We dropped In to see young Owen
Connor, and upon leaving him pass-
od Robert Jardine’s house,

Harry Wilcox, old Peter Hlfl_'(lt.‘
'George Wileox, Jr., Matthias Zimmer.
the shoemaker, and Michael Breen
lived along the River road, just be-
!lu)w the stone bridge. Across from
' them was the old Continental Hotel,
of which Margaret Morricon was the
- proprietress, In the same building—
the Continental Block—Ilived the An.
| drewses;, Kehoes, Hilberts, Myerses
vand Bob Blrkmire,
| Above the stone bridge was a row

of eleven honges—Eimpson’'s Row—
where we sgw the families of John
Nolan, Samuel Birkmire,
Bluck, Timothy Donoyan, Jacol Ha._!_;v’
sell Pater Dylked .lulkmbc .

: oClEA orge Hilbert ad
gchM wo owi ki that of  dnother

George Missmer, who, b,_ the ‘way,
was no relative of the | itcher of the
Same name who lived an Garrett's
| lane.

We walked on up past the build-
ings of Simpson’s Print Works until
we reached the Falls bridge, where
we encouniered William Dowdall, just
about to leave his home on his way
to work. After talking for a few
minutes {o Mr. Dowdall, we resumed
our trip up the river to City line. To
get there we passed the homes of the

‘Nolls and Primms and stopped for &

few minutes' chat with Mrs. Robert
Pl&-0|,

The number of places visited and
the dozens of people we saw on ouy
little imaginary trip through the olg
village may he a little confused, hut)
anyone who is famillar with Cools,
sockey can straighten out the few
minor details which might be wirong.
The writer was unfortunate enough
to be born some twelve yearg aftep
the demolition of the little town, by
the Fairmount Park Commissioners,
who had aequired the muost of the
praperty.

SCCATFF.

T

unday, “/Ja &
N ~—A few days 9ago I came across 3
copy of the Falls Star, published byll
Warren Watson in 1884 It reminded.
me of William B. N, Gifford, who inl
1876 started a little paper which lhe
printed in his home on Haywood street
under the tuition of Rew, Alfred Frce,_-!
then pastor of the Baptist church, The
paper was a splendid success and was
called The Falls Adveriiser and Rivei-
side Gazette, Later the offlce was re
moved to Ridge avenue and was shorily]
after sold to Watson who changed its|
name, Gifford came to the Falls a few
years after the end of the civil war and
being a practical nurse, made a living
by sitting up with sick members of
| beneficial societies being paid by the
imembers whose turn it was to sit up.
He was a carpenter and for a time was
| employed in the laboratory. Mr, Gil
ford was a consistent member of the
Methodist church and one of the Best
men who ever came to the Falls, conse-
qeently everybody hay a strong regard
for him and his manly qualities, Had
he retained possession of the paper he
might haye made it a financial success,
His last employment was in Dobson's
wmills as a carpenter, and there met his
‘death by being wound around shafting
Jin the dye house, an event that caused
& widespread sorrow,

3
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|Causeway Ovef'{s't:ﬁuylkill
Is Monument To Builders

We marvel ut the beauty and strength
of the new bridges which have been
erectéd in this northwest section of
Philadelphia recently, but give little
thouiglit to the manner in which con-
trete and steel have been deéveloped
for the convenience of the bridge-
builder.

Very few persons among the thou-

sande who daily use the East River
Drive {0 reach the eenter of the city
have any conception of the engineer-
ing feat which was accomplished three-
fpuarters of a century zgo, when the
Reading Rallrond Company's Stone
Bridge ot the Falls was thrown across
the Schoylkill River,
. The structure was started in 1852,
The company recelving the contracts
were held strictly to the specifications,
s realizing that their bid was too
16w, they, after completing the western
abutments, threw up the contraect.

The work was then placed under the
direction of Christlan Swartz, of Potts-
town, who nt that time was the supers
intendent of masonry for the Readlbg
Company. Swartz immediately moved
to the Falls of Schuylkill where he
would be near his work, and for a
number of years resided on James
Street. This thoroughfare is now
familiar to us as Stanton Street. |
- -Bwartz. had s  an assistant Peter;
R&pkln. 6 SBcolchman, who resided s
Limertok, near Pottstown 1
{, The "boss” stonecutter was an Fn-

| glishran named Sidnéy Hanley. of
| Manayunk, who despite a lack of theor-
etical educstion carried his work
through fo a successful completion.
Eagh and every stone used In lta con-
struction had to be marked and Han-
ley, used his own ciphers. Onee, when
Hanley wog confined to his home witn
b temporary Iliness, it was found necee-
gaty to send o carripge to his home in
Manayunk and bring him to the oper-
wtibn, so that he might point put the
pext stone which was to be used,

The carpenter work was faken oare
qf:hy fdward Helllg, a German who
lived In a house on the site of the
p t Parkview Loundry, at 4138
Ridge Avenue. He was asslated by  his;

ther, John, who resided across the
river in Cooksockle,

e chief engineer wis J. Dutten
Steel, of Pottstown, and Antus Snyder|
was his asslatant.

#he form of the bridge, at the time
it was built, was entirely different from
phything ever before attempled in sny
part of the world, and was known sa
& “skew,’ or twisted, bridge, being a
succession of single arches which
formed u whole, each line or circle
of stone being independent “of the
other, and no Ueing in was done. The
theoriés ol those old ‘engineers have
‘been  proved beyond srgument, amnd
thelr work has been copled n the
“myiiing of simllar bridges sines thatl

scupied on the scow to which It was

stached snd did the holsting of the
dirt, rock and mud teken from the
bottom of the river.

On one octasion, just at dinner time,
and as the bell wes about to be hoisted,
the rope broke and it was several hours
before the imprisoned men could be
libersted, it belng mnecessary to attach

in the dangerous plight were James Mo~
Cabe and John Curran, Fortunately the

dir connéotions were not broken, bk
notwithstanding this fage, groat exs
gitement prevailed for some time.

| All the framework for the arches was
muade at Pottstown, lopded on cars anc
afterward put together on the ground,
each piece being marked as 10 its po-
sitton., The stone wsed in the bridge's
| gonstruction was taken from a nearby
guarry along the present Bast River
Drive, just below the bridge, and was
known in those days as Stoever's, or
BSootl’s Quarries,

The only fatal aceident which a¢-
curred during the erection of the bridge
heppened to one of the employees of
the first contractor, and happened
| while he was eating his lunch, & smpll
stone from & blast in the gquarry hit-
ting him on the head and killing him
instantly.

A voung lad named James Kesne, an

gpprentice stone-cutier, while working
about & derrick, had his leg so badly
crushed that it had to be smputated.
He afterward end for @ mumber of
years was engaged in the tobacoo busi-
ness in Manayunk.
L= hes storecubtoxs rasslved the. high-
o5t wages of any of the mechanics,
|'They worked plecework, and averagerl
from #4 to §5 per day. Oarpenters were
paid $2, foremen §1.76 and lpborers rve-
cetved from ninety centé to @ dollar
a dday. s

At the time the Reading Railroad
first opened the Port Richmond branech,
which began in 1839, the laborers re-
celved as low as 76 cents & day, and
it is said the majority of them weare
more interested In the number of
*“Jigs” they wers to recelve than In the
monetary rewards, A “Jig’ be it noted,

| was a term used to designate lquid

rations, Some contractors issued si¥
drinks while others would give seven
or eight.

One of the contractors”was a man
named Bernard Riley, of Pottaville: He
was afterward o Judge and a Congress-
man, His son, James B, Riley, was also
a Congressman from Schuylkill County.

The stone work of the bridge 'was
compieted in November of 1855, and
the railroad tracks Taid and connece
tions made in the spring of 1856, under

thie direction of ElU Schuck, of Potts=1

town, with “Sqguire” Nice (after whose
family Nicetown is named) acting as
foreman,

From the time the bridge syus
lt;t’pﬂed until its completion there was
‘mot one nt's delay In the trans-

milssion of trains. There were 30 trains

Yench way daily, beside the shifting and

s new rope. The men who were leftl

on. - " Y

As the ndly arches raised higher-
higher the old supports were cub awi
and replaced with what were fermed
screw-backs. and the mesonry bullt up
Laround them. 1

- Christain Swartz was afterward killed
at Exeter, near Reading. He had just
stepped out of the way of ‘one train,
when he was struck by one coming in

¢ opposite direction.

James Swartz, who is presldent of

e Board of Trustees of Bucknell Uni- |

rsity, and at present lives on West
44th Street, In New York City, was the

mekeeper during the ereéction of the
ntire work, Young Swartz, though Bbut
boy, showed the ability to take care
the duties imposed upon him thst
has characterized his actions through
ig life, and fitted him for the pobs
sition of honor and trust’ which he
Blterward occupied with the Infternge
Flona.l Merchantile Marine Company,
| Some others who worked on &N
mmge “wers: Thomas Woods, Edward
anigan and William P. Dowdall, John
MucDonald was the day railroad des-
patcher at West Falls, The night des-
patcher was Thomas Clemens, and the )
g:: ntendent of the road, up as ﬂr'\

Norristown was Johin Binkin,

e shifting emgines employed &t
est PFalls in those days were wodd
trners and worked double shifts,

ong them was “The Atlas,” with
trick Lowe as engiueer and Jolm
jor as fireman. “Bladge” Riley

eng:neer on the other shift, with«
and John Kerns aid John Brady as
stokexs, The “Perry® was throttled by
John Lowe and the “Baltic™ whose
| Obarley Evans as fireman. Then there
was the “Hercules"” with William Camps-
bell and Joseph Qutige as englneers,
| destinles were guided | by Jog Cunnlng-
|ham. In addition thare was an exirn
engine named the “Deuphin.”
But more gbout tie rallroad men
1ater. . '
|  BCCAFF.

—Since July 1, this year ol grace,
1916, th~ local post office, known from.
[theti=  its establishmient in 1869 a8
“s * has the name ‘‘East Falls
P8t Uinew,” Not a  voice, so faras |
have heard, has been lilted in protest
against the change, or the meaningless
title given in place of the old When
George W, Fairman was postmaster of
the Philadelphia office he established
the local office as station Z, and attached|
it to the flour and feed store of Jahn B,
| Fetris, Ridge avenue and Bridge road,
now  Calumet street, with one letler
‘cariier, Stephen McGowan, How such
an important change could be made
without some protest from the peaple
“ere who have always shown an interest
““the place, | am unable
< post office.inithel
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'OBSERVATIONS.

f* Queen  lane, after - it crosses
"Thirty-fifth street, takes a hend to |
the northeast and then proceeds in |
a northeasterly direction to Germa‘ﬂ-l
town.' After the reservoir was built
by the clity, vehicles wera compelled |
[to g6 around the basins but pedes-i
trians could an almaost direct
routa by way offa footpath ‘which sep=
urated the ¢wo bodies of water, The ;
shiort stretch of Queen lane hatwaeu#
ihe Eastern slde of the filter plan
laml Wissahickon avenue has been |
|nb‘|ndune:l [or nullh- yearg and the
greater part | ‘the eastern-bound |
traffic goes vl:{ New Queen sireet.
At that poiunl in the Falls where|
(dueen lane turns to the northeast.|
Abbottaford avenue has its begin-
ning, The fvst few hundred feet of
this avenne was originally a private
to & house, which still stands,
Abbottsford. It may have
the ancient home

take

road
called
been named after
of ‘Sir Walter Scott, but it is more
Hkely that it received its appella-
tion from the fact that, at one tima,

family by name of Abbott o

the

the

| place.
The incident in “Pember-

ton"—a by Henry Pelerson—

which has heen sald to T to this

Abbotlsford of the Falls,

Hetween the honse and the south-
cagt the reservoir was,
doring the Revelirtion, a small pri-
vatg Durying ground. The place was
antloged by a fonce, and one of the
t{ones indieated that Caplain Sims,
of the British army, had been iri-|
ferred there. ,

On the corner of Thirty-third| |
vtreet and Abbottsford avenue stood
s log cabin which, historians tell us,
|wns umed to isolate men of the Brit-
ish army who were stricken W‘lthl
yvellow fever,

The origlngl part of Abbnt:sford|
was built In 1762, by a financier
named Nieh@libn., There is some |
d..a-pm oyer the name, some claim-
ing that /Nicklin was the proper
spelling. Other families, after the
builder, ‘lived in the house, among
‘them being the Whites, Mosses,
Birds, Wilsons and Abbotts.

At one time when changes wera
(belng made aronnd theplace an un-
ferzronnd passage wWad EtoTeron
extendlog toward Scott’s lane, The
tunnel was wide enough for a person
to erawl” through and is thought to
have béen p secrel way of escabe.

Greneral Knyphausen, who “had |
commandof the Hegsians in the bat- |
fle pf Germantown, ls said {o have,
ot times, tomporarily resided at Ab-]
bottafard.

Mugket balls, grapeshot and mili-
tary huttong bave often heen un-|
earthed nowrby. The Obsenm: has
in his posseseicn a
benny, dated 1704, wh

cup

COrner ol

p on a path in front of the house,
("The' penny, which was coined two
years after the opening of the flrat
Unlted States Mint, is as large as
the present half-dollar and has on
its edge, instead of the
milling, the words, “One
for a dollar.™

The rapidity with which modern
nomes are being erected In the im-
mediate neighborheod will make it
only & short time unt{l Abbottsford,
like“other old landmarks, will van-
ish.

hundred

~ dn the early daye of tife United
&tates the villages were somotimes
spread. far apart; g0 that it wag ne-
cessary for each to have an inn or
tayern . where travelérs conld stop
for- refreshments or rest.

The Falls village was like other
towns in this reepect. The oldest
recorded hotel was one called Fort
St. David’s Hotel, and the origina)
building is still to be seen today.
The sign which hung In front of
this hostelry. bore a picture of the
old St. David's Fishing Club,

In later years, the hotel was call-

ed the Falls Hotel, and as sueh it is,

still known. It has always been a
popular resort, more 8o in the days
'of the horse and carriage,

| ‘However, it had its rivals, for ho-
telkeaping waa an entertaining and
tprofitable business and the Dove and
|Swan, ‘at Nicetown lane; the Robin
{Hood, at Strawberry Mansion, and
the Fountain Park, on the Ridge at
Stanation street, also had their rez-
ular patrons.

When winter sports were in
vogue and the Sechuylkill was froz-
en over, skating as far as the Falls
Was a popular amusement. Bleigh-
Ing, too, was in fashion, and many
a merry party made the Falls Tav-
ern the terminus of its ride, with a
stop, perhaps; at the halfway house,
Lambs Tavern.. The Falls Hotel
was celebrated for its catfish, which,
iwhen garved with waffles and oof
fee, attracted thousands of visitors
to partake of them.
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DENTITY OF SCCAFF
UIVULGED AT LAST

Alexander C. Chadwick, Un-
der Nom de Plume, Bunlds
Fine Reputatmn

HISTOR'CAL AUTHORITY

In additfon  to
first Roxborough Times,
appearead  in  a cmppeting  ecal
paper o column hesded *Along the
Sehuylkil with Beeaff," which 18
f-“_‘!ﬁ of our own exviusive {aaiuresJ
which has boon weltien

bolnp  in  the

thiere

familiay |

@aﬂ Tour you r
ulder the now- .fﬁmﬂiar
plume of “Scraff.”

While. we do net  beleve thel
‘articls was published deliberutoly
to bewilder the reading publie,. #©
may lave [ooled some, so we fool
thal now i5 the time to compel the
writor of the coilumn to discluse higl
identity. \

Mr. Chadwick, who with Isaac)
AL Walker and Cornelius L, Wells|
Jforms the triumvirate who publish
thiis paper, tells us, and we hnvg
5o reason to doubt his word,; I.ha.t!
the signature was derived from thae,
initial letters of the words of a
phrase, “Burely Chedwick Com-
mits o Fine Folly,” which came
into his mind as he timidly sut-
mitted his first asticle for ]]l.l.hllr;u,-i
tlon, If the name has any other|
derivation we dare not  in on ! the
geeret and are willing to let it pgo
it that.

However Hecail's articles  have
come into popularity and favorable
gomment has been heard of them
a8 far south as Louisiania and north
intg the middle of New York Stite,
from former residents of the terri-
tory coversd by this paper.

Many have suppogsed him to he &
stoop-shouldered old man with a
flowing beard, but this is nol trus]
He is constructed along lines which
proclaim to the world that he is In
the finest of health, heing short of
stature, but wide of grith, ITe was
Lorn in the wvalley of which he
\witps, and admits to being thirty-
eighi years of age, which chuses
many of his readers to .
where he obtains all the [facts)
about the heginning of things
hereahnute  His stories are glean-
ings from old Books, papers, decds,
inaps, and the perscomal  veminl-
sepees of old residents, with: whom
he sebmd 4o huve an untimited ae-
quaintanece,

Historleal leve has always hesn
a penchant with Seendl, and on As-
gienments his hest work comes)
forth when some of the thlm.'-"*|
which happened In the past have
to he described, i

Like the fellow who took a ride
on A earrvousei “he's been dtntlﬂr]

r-rnmer for his work, previous o
! entering the newspaper field, cars
ried him to farms, Lo the offices of
sredat curporations, te schools nd
poiher Institutions, to  batulesiidps,
‘the foundries and constroction en-
tenprises, through the Governoient
departments and even into | the
White House. In  pursuing his
uedallon Seeaill acquired his
Pknack of observing things that
lwere zZoing eon arcond him 1 Hi8
lelsure moments set down  jud |
thoughts on paper, so that today
he weilds a mighty trenchunt pen,
We assure all of hig readers thigt
his nrtleles wiil continue to he one
of the regular features of the 1R0x=
boreugh Mimes, and that the only
roagon one of his tales appeared
celsewlhiors was heeause i1 had bosn
lgeL I type o week previous ta his
yedighing his okl post  with e
competing newspaper This wil
neyer legitimately pcour wgoing

ﬂﬂm-

wonder




i-i stood somie tinid ago at a4 paint

in North Laurel Hill Cemetery at the
bend of the river, and looked with
delight up and down the beastiful
Schuylkill Valley., Crossing the river
at the bend, is the handsome skew-
arched stone bridge, which will ever
stand as a memorial Christian
the master mason, under |
cificient superintendency it
milre than
ago. As | viewed the winding stream
and its sloping banks, 1 thought how
mueh more bheautiful the scene must
ttave been before it was marred by
the aborigines roamed
along the shores and the undisturbed
idleer hrowsed upon its banks or wad-
ed into its cooling depths. On the
opposite prominence is Mounl Pros-

Lo
Swarlz,
whosc

erected

was sixty vears

man, when

pect, now known as Chamounix, erect-
ed hefore the Re volutionary War,
when the occupants seated on the
porch or indoors could drink in, to

their delight, the beauty of the scene |

up or down the vallev.

-Among the men who were em-
ployed in Simpson's silk handkerchief
pint works before the Civil War nonc
were better or more favorably known
than John Hope. He was among
the little band, who in November,
1856, organized the Presbyterian
Church in the Old Academy Building,
and was one of its first Elders, Mr
Haope was a blocker preparing the
patterns on blocks, by which the hand-
kerchiefs were printed.  Scon  after
the opening of James street he ereced
@ home on the top of the long hill,
He had three sons, James, John and
Alexander, and one danghter, Jean,
Alexander, the youngest, died when
young. James was al one time presi-
dent of the Union League and praised
dent of the Union League and passed
away several years ago at his home
in West DPhiladelphia, leaving an
estate of upwards of $100,000. John
died Germantown several vears
previous, They schoolmates
of your corregpondent under Robert
Mackie, in the Forest Public School.

in
were

—Tifty years ago Manayunk and
the Falls had no local newspaper. It
was in the fall of 1868 that the late
James Milligan conceived the idea af
publishing a paper. He consulled
with the leading residents of the
Twenty-first ward, which at the time
meluded the Falls, and having re-
ceived their approbation, he went to
work, and on January 2, 1869, the first
number of “The Chronicle and Adyer-
tizer” was published, Those who are
readers of the paper and are old
"enough to remember the conditions,
[y iral  and  dntellsctual,
I wey will appreciate the

labout, greatly throtgh the advocacy
‘cif this puper. On January 2, 1919
just five months off, the paper will
| have existed hall a eentury. The an-
niversary will fall on a Thursday,
publication day. The event ought ta
be recognized by a fitting celebiation
with a fitting memorial to its now
sainted founder. Who will second
he motion?

QX et W (E.

tre of the city last Friday in a trolley
car and made the trip in less than half
an hour, the time it used to take the
horse cars to go from Queen lane to
the depot at Susquehanna avenue, In
those days considerable time was COmn-
sumed in getting up Kelly's and Robin
Hood Hills, on each of which an extra
horse was required to pull the cars up
the steep grades. In the ride T noticed
that many of the large wagons turned
into Allegheny avenue, thus verifying
the prediction made in this column
when advocating the opening of that
avenue. It is an easy way of reaching
the business part of the city by way
of Gerhantown avenue or other inter.
cepting thoroughfares.

—In a talk with a veteran of the
civil war Jast Thursday he told of the
experiences the men of 1861-65 had,
not only in fighting in the open with
the old-time muzzle-loading rifles, but
of the privations they were compelled
to endure, In one instance he said he
had to pay $5 to a suttler for a plug
of navy tobacco. The clothing, he said,
was also seant and uncomfortable. He
lauded the action of the Red Cross
Auxiiaries and  oiher organizations
which are providing so liberally com-
forts for the boys in the present war,
who deserve all they are getting, An-
thing of which he said he is proud is
the large percentage of wounded nmien
who are returned cured to their com-
pani¢s, which is due to the great ad-
vance of modern surgery. His only'
regret, he said, was that he was not
young enough to take part in the good
work our boys are doing in France.

—Fifty-six years ago, last Friday
night, while walking along Ridge ave-
nue at nearly 11 o'clock on my way
home from the city where 1 was an
apprentice, I had an experience that
will ever be remembered. When with-
in a short distance of Lehigh avenue,
and the night was very dark and
warm, a white something appeared a
short distance in front of me in the
middle of the road. It had the ap-
pearance of a half-grown calf, A chill
erept up my back and I felt my hat
rise on my head, To go back was out
of the question, while to go forward
required more courage than T had,
Finally 1 concluded to face the music.

ges which have leen brought'o As I approached it retreated, until it

got ta the bend in the road, when it
sprang up and darted through the iron
fence that then stood on top of the
wall of South Laurel Hill Cemetery,
This added to my fright and I almos
|ﬂcw up the road till 1 reached the
| Falls, dripping with perspiration,
What it was I have never been able
to figure out. I only know that one
badly frightened boy was glad te
|reach his home that night. 1 have
since passed the same place later at
night, but never saw any sights of the

apparition,
—Mr. James G, Marce, of 424 aest

Chelton avenue, a lover of antiques;
kindly sent me last week an ancient
copy of “The North American” beni-
ing the date of Monday, April 13, 1846,
and having a head notice; “Devoted to
the Truth” Glancing over the news
of that long-ago dav, I noliced one
item of interest to the Falls wiieh
re~1s: “New Episcopal Parish. Epis-:
copal service was held yesterday aft-
ernoon in the school house, Indian
Queen lane, where a congregation of
that denomination has been organiz-
ed.”" The schoolhouse is the old
| Academy, and the congregation refer-
red to was the Church of St. James
the Iess which had been previously
holding services in Mount Peace, the
| home of Robert Ralston, in what is
[now Mount Peace Cemetery, Mr
Ralston donated the ground on which
the pretty edifice stands at Nicetown
lane and Clearfield street.

then?

| —Passing along Ridge avenue, one
night recently I thought of the differ-
ence there is in the lighting of that
thoroughfare now to what it was when
lamp posts were first placed along
the winding old turnpike in 1855, the
year after the Falls was 'consolidated
into the city, The lamp posts were
| few and far between and the first
lighting was by camphine lamps
Lewis Mettinger had the distinetion
of being the first lamp-lighter in the
Falls. One night one of the lamps
that either leaked or was over-filled,
exploded when he applied the mateh
to light it and he was severely burm=
ed. In those nights and for some
time after gas had been introduced
the lamps were lit and put out accord-
ing to the moon. When the moon rose
early the lamps would not be lighted
tifl it set. When it rose late the
Jights were extinguished.
V R RS
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=1 was asked a few days agoe ;ﬂi[
knew who Samuel Breck was for whom
the Board of Education a few years ago
named the Forest school. 1 knew so
much about him that tUl his full name
was given | didn't know his first name
was Samuel and 1 doubt whether there
are a dozen ,persons in the Falls who
ever heard of him 1ill the name was
given 1o the school. When a new name
was needed for the school, if itever was,
why didn't the namers consult the list
of those who have been connected with
|the schiool either as Controllers or Di-
rectors. They might then havé selected
Nathan Nathans, Charles Frederick
Abbot, Cornelius DeGeoot, James Mills,
-l}nbert Morison, William M. Sorber or
some other so that the people might
know whom they are honoring.

—1 was reminded last week of the
Rev. James Cullen, the first pastor of
5i. Bridget's Roman Catholic Church,
He was a highly educated man and was
acquainted with a number of languages.
He worked hard fof the success of the |
parish and made his home in part of
the unfinished building. John Cox, a
nephew of Father Cullen, made the
| handsome wooden altar. He was or-
dained a priest but met an early death
by drowning in the capsizing of a boat.

Father Collen went from here to a
charge in New Jersey where he became

an ardent advocate ol Temperance, He

came to the Falls some years ago when

I met him and when he told me of his

having met with a great misfortae that
of losing his memory. While before
‘the altar one day his mind suddenly’

became blank. He sald” he had fo
Neatn to know again his dearest friends
‘4hd by close study had learned suf-
ificient to say Mass. Nota great while
aiter seeing bim here [ read an account
“in the papers ef his muiug&h&ur-tﬁﬁ"-
over by a heavy truck in Chicago and
was taken. to a hospital supposed to be
fatally injured.

—There use 10 be a line of tall pine
trees that arew widely apart and ex-
tended in an almost straight line from
the upper pait of West Philadelphia |
diagonally to Germantown. Gae of
these monster trees siood on the top of
Smith’s bl close 10 the Carson or
school property line, ard was felied by
Francis Donobugh while 1 atended the
| Forest school. This tree was at least
four feet in diameter and nearly 100
feet high, Two other trees slood close
together near the home ol the late Chas.
|, Abb it and were hugged 1o death by
‘tfumpet viones, (Jthers stoud in Laurel
Hill cemetery and were cut down in
sections by erecting scaflolding ahou

lengihs to avoid aamiag

mammn. How these trees moie than a
mmry i ;mwing came to bein so
straight a line I have never heard ex

plained. They may have beep planted-

by Indians or some of the earliest whiie
settlers. They have, so far as vour cor-

1espondent is aware, all disappeareo, as
‘bave nearly all of the buntonwood or

Lo S ~on the west side of tlie
river the line reaching close o iy

plave trees which once grew in this

vicimity. 4
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Article On Fals
Across The River

R. Roberts Shronk Gives
Bit Of Local History

On the west side of the Sehuylkill
{s what is known as West River drive,
in Fairmount Park. It was formerly
known as River road, and extended

from Fairmount along the river to and |

beyond Norristown, In the last quar-
ter of the past century it was vacated
north of the Falls Bridge through the
influence of the Pencoyd Iron Works
and the Reading Railway. The closing
extended northward to Righters' Fer-
ry road, on tlm corner of which the
little foundry used for the ma king of
blacksmiths' anvils was erected In

18565 by A. and P. Roberts, originators |

of the Pencoyd Iron Works, now
known ag the American Bridge Com-
pany's plant. Later, the Pencoyd Iron
Works secured the vacating of Right-
ers’ Ferry road betweon the Heading
Railway and the River road, and the
closing of the latter to wit nin a ghort
distance of Belmont avenue,

In the latter part of the aighteenth

them and sawing them ¢ff in shen

century a road wus opened from
Righters' Ferry, which extended in a
winding course to the Lancaster pike,
This road was called Monument road
and, although shortened ot West Ehil-
adelphia, still bears the old name. The
road formed part of what was onee
the Five Points at which it intergeocted
the Falls and Ford roads. Along the
north side of Monument road, a short
distance west of Belmont avenue, on
the sloping hill, stood a monument,
built of stone. [t was circular in form
and tapered upward to a poini formed
by the cone-ghaped capstong. At the
base the plle was about five feet in
diameter. This erudely-bullt monu-
ment, according to tradiilon, L8
erected by Judge Peters, who at the
time owned and occupled Baelmont
Mansion, and was erected to mark the
spot where he first met his wife, a
charming woman, who was gathering
blackberries on the sloping hill, Close
to where the monument glood the road
took a sharp turn toward the south,
passing through eclumps of codars,
from which it was culled Cedur lune,
At the foot of the slope the roud a in
turned westward, near to where the
“Tron Gates” once stood. Two large,
proamented iron gates, with a noatly-
built porter's lodge on each sgide, form-
ad the entrance to the Lansdowneg
Muansion, which overlooked the Soehuyl-
kill from the helght near where Me-
morial Hall now stands, and
was destroyed by fire on July 4, 1856,
and was never rebullt

Owing to the great expansion of the
Pennaylvania Railroad. Monument

was

which |

road wis vaeated from the point where
the iron gates once stood. It used to
be a favorite road for people of the
Paills of Schuylkill to got to IIaaton
ville, by whieh name the upper part
of West Philadelphia was known, and
to the Old Cathedral Cemetery, or to
the Blockley Baptist Church burying- |
ground.

From the lower road one could reach
the Monument road by Ford road, |
which still exists, and Mendenhall's |
ferry, which was once located at what
ferry, whihe was once located at what
is now the bottom of St rherry Hill
drive, near Nicetown lane. The ferry
road extended from Ridge avenue at
what is now Huntingdon street en-
trance to Fairmount Park. On the
west side of the river it _clijmbed the
hill to Mount Plessss, now —kmowil
a8 Chamounix, then descended into
the ravine and coniinued along the |
west front of the Philadelphia Coun- |
try Club's property until Falla road |
was constrocted in 18560, when that |
part of Ferry road became part of the
new thoroughfare. At the Falls of
Schuylkill, at the upper side of tha
ancient Falls hotel, was Walkin'a fer-
ry, known as the rope ferry, owing to |
a rope being stretched across the riv- ‘
er, one end fastened to an immense
willow tree and the other to a huge
iron ring soldered into a rock, Other
ropes, with pullies, trolleyed along the
large rope, keeping Lhe boat from
drifting down strean. 'This road ex-
tended along the lower side of Simp-
gon's dams, now known as Chamou-
nix Lake, where it merged with the |
Mendenhall ferry road. When the
Philadelphia & Reading Railway was
constructed in 1840, Watkin's ferry
was blocked by the ratiroad embank-
ment, but was continued by running |
it up the hill over the embankment
until the Falls road was opened, when
it was permanently closed. It crossad
the railroad for ten years without an
accident.

The improvements which followed
the extending of Fairmount Park ob-
literated most, of the old-time land-
marks, including the Judge Peters
monument after it had begun to crum-
with the old road and who saw the |
monument aftre it had begun to crum-
ble with age and want of care, would
scarcely be able to locate its site. The
old woods, the iron gates and other
objects of interest have all digappoear-
ed, and in a few more years will be
forgotten, as the present generation
know little, if anything, about them. |

R. R. SHRONEK.

_ How often one is forced to the c%
clusion that after all death is a blessin 3
In 2 walk across from Tioga and whill
passing the home of the late Dr. Hora

AL UL

| Evans, now in ruins asis the large |

[ could not help but think that itis
blessing he passed away before a gr
part of the old homestead property s
taken for past of the siteof the Q :
lane 1eservoir. The building wof & e
reservoir did awaywith the old road ovef
which he passed to and trom his homed|
fhen when one reaches Abbotsford, once
the handsome residence of Charles Fi
Abbot and family, and sees how th
place has become dilapidated he ]
again torced to the conclusion that the
passing ot Mr. and Mrs, Abbot before
\he clash came which placed the prop
@ity in other hands, was a great blessingi
The sight ot that once well kept property.
is enough to make anjone who knew
wen in its glory feel sad. The yeir
me and ,go bringing many ¢
nges which one ot




i boyhood experiences was givea recently.
'in the Record's *‘Reporter’s Nosegay,”
|and told of his having, as he had
thoaght, learned fo swim by lying in
 the grass and working his arms and legs

{wishes that his restful and peaceful hife

as he saw boys doing in the river. One:
hot summer night he and his brother
were given permission to go into swim,
Running down the hill and undressing
on the way he threw his clothes in a
large scow, ran to the stern and leaped
out as far as he could into the river.
Sinking to the buttom of 6 feet of water
he rose to the surface when he was
grabbed by a swimmer and taken to
shore. No moreé swimming that night,
Years later when diving for an axe
thrown into a hole where the water was
20 feet deep, the swimmer with James
Downing and Henry Chadwick dived
| for the axe, or rather intended doing so,
but the first one lo dive down got his
right foot tfast in the ring handle of a
large iron poker, such as are used in
boiler houses. Having presence of mind
he drew himself down to a stooping
position and then leaped upward.
Reaching the surface a handy rowboat
came to his relief,. He drew up the
Fright foot, took off the corroded poker,
which he sold to a blacksmith for §1.50.

—The church bells will peal out their
invitations to the services on Sunday.
The day will be 4 memorable one to at
least one of our citizens, which to him

ill be the eightieth anniversary of his

“h, I refer to Adam Meltinger of
:o.g Midvale avenue, than whom no
resident of the Falls is better known
aor more highly respected, He began
his earthly pilgrimage over in Nicetown
on July 26, 1834, When a small boy
his parents, Mr. and Mrs, John Met-
tinger, came to the Falls, Adam ont

“may become a nonogenaiian,

along nicely, catching all the ailments’
to which childbood is destined. When
a youth he learned the barbering busi-
ness, which in those days included
teeth pulling, cupping and leeching.
Soon after attaining his majority
he married Miss Elizabeth Ferguson.
whose father Francis Ferguson, was a
local preacher in the Methodist charch,
Theirs was a happy wedded life. Their
only child, John K. Mettinger, is a
prominent citizen and a former Mayor
ot Sanford, Florida. Mis. Mettinger
passed away some years Ago. Adam
for more than 4o years kepl a men's
furnishing store in Odd Felloas Hall.
from where he was ousted meore than a
year ago when alterations were com.
menced, He is prominent in the Meth-
dist church and one of its most regular

score years well spent ~nd with his

attendants, He looks back upon four |

health and strength but slightly im
paired may reasonably expect to keep
up the pilgrimage for years to come,
The CHRONICLE joins his many Iriends
in most hearty cungatulations and best

'may continue until the octogenarian

R & S,

L1 was asked some time ago il
could tell who erected the large storn
barn in which the laboratory horses an
kept. 1have often wished 1 could ge
the history of this barn, In 1847 whe|
Powers, Weightman & Harrison bough
part of the property on which the labs
ratory now stands from James Spencet|
who then owned the Fountain Park
Hotel property, the barn was used by
John Roberts in connection with his,
farm, The farmhouse stood further
back on the lower side of the hollow
through which a brook meandered down |
to the river. Roberts had a fine orchard
on top of the hill. The farmhouse was
turned into two dwellings but for years
has been almost forgotten. Like other
things in every community the history of
the barn, which is more than 100 years
old, will probably never be known. It
condition today is so well preserved tha!
it looks good for another century. In
my boyhood days many a school holi-
day 1 spent in the barn playing in the

14 ¢ f
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—A jolly.party of local Republicans
Jett on Monday tor Harrisburg to attend

the inauguration of Governor DBromy
T parly included Dy B:.:d‘

Y

J» Boon, who acfed as one of the mar-
shals of the inaugural parade v :aringa
fine white beaver hat ; Chas, L, Dykes,
John Hoheradel, Common Councilman
William J. Benham, Robert Roy, Chas.

H. Sudell, Thomas Wolfington and
Robert Crooks. Dr. Boon is the first
resident of the Falls who has had the
honor of taking such a prominent part
in an inaugural parade at Harrisburg,
He performed his part nobly and well,!
There isa good deal of guessing as to
the attitude Governor Brumbaugh will
take on the liquor guestion. From what
I have known of him since he became
Superintendent of the Public Schools I
believe he will adhere to every promise
he made on that guestion during his
campaign regardless of consequences, |
Any man in the position he held who'|
would tell of his walking 3 miles bare-
tooted to Sunday School when a boy in
the country, may in my estimation be |
trusted, ‘
R. & S

E_H ;‘;ag a brief cha%ﬁﬁ;?‘mum-
ing with Squire Charles K. Sorber, wha
has the distinction of being the oldest
‘resident ol the Falls. I was somewhat
surprised when he informed me that he
is in his 82d year all of which have been
spent in the Falls,

Mr, Sorber is the only surviving child
| of the late Squire William E, and Mary
Morison Sorber, whoin 1803 came from
Germantown, the father having pur.
chased the old Palmer tavern prope:ly'
on the corner of Indian. Queén lane and
Ridge avenue, where he built up a large
business in his coach and carriage fac.

tory, and for a number of terms served
as an Alderman. Upon his death in

the early sixties of the last century the
business was continued by his two gons
Joseph E. and Charles K, Sorber

In 1870 Charles was elected an Alder.
man by which he acquired the title of
Squire and served until that office was
legislated out of existence. In 1871 he
was elected to Common Council and
served one term, refusing a renominds
tion because it interfered with his busi-
ness, Joseph E. Sorber died early in

1872, and the coach making business

was continued by Charles, He later

‘went into the Real Estate business on

the death of his only son Harry, who
built up a large clientage, a husiness in
which bhe is still engaged.

Mr, Sorber in his early manhood
married Miss Virginia Matherson, who
&éed several years ago. The union was
blessed with three children, Mary, Harry
and Virginia, the later now Mrs. Chas,
13 Dykes; being the only survivor, Mu
Serber was appointed Superintendent o
Station Z, the local post office in (877
and held the position until President
Cleysland's first administration.  He
is Treasurer of Palestine Lodge, No
470, F. and A, M., and of the lloaid of
Trustee ol he Old Academy Building,

‘and is one of the oldest membes of the)
Iy

s of Schuylkill DBaptist Church,
his younger days he was a member of
the choir, having a bass voice of ye
markable registar. Few men who have
lived here have commanded a strongec
sespect of his fellow residents tlan has
Mr, Sorber. In the courts he has been
tecognized as an expert in the valuing
of real estate. May he live 10 count
many more milestones betore reachiog
the end of his journey.

R. Ry




1” o -

—Tn the dea Hiéwart die
Falls Iost one of his best known rasi |
dents, He came to West Falls from
Scotland late in the fifiies of the ;ialst|r
century and was a silk handkerchiel|
printer in Simpson's mill. Oanly one of
that jovial set of block printers survives,
Thomas Wood, Jr.,who is well advanted |
in years, Stewart's death leaves your
correspondent as the only survivor of
the commitiee which in 1864 gol up the
jollification dinner in honor of the re-
election of Abraham Lincoln, Mrn
Stewarr, like most of the men of his
country, was a well read man, particu
larly in the Bible, He served in the
civil war and for many years took a
strong interest in politics, He was a
lamp lighter for the U, G, L company.

—1 was asked a short tlime . ago
whether I knew anything aboul Gynpsy
lane, The lane was opened through
properties belonging 1o the Kempton,
estate on the east and Jonathan Robe-
son's on the west, and extended from
the north side of School lane to the
|Wissahickon pike, as the drive was then
| known, and was brought about chiefly
through Henry Lippen, tben proprietos
of Wissahickon Hali and picnic resort
Owing to the steep grade the lane never
‘becnmc popular as a thoroughfare. 1t
| formed however a near cut for pedes-
| trians to Jet to the Wissahickon particu.
larly in winter when there would be
'skating on the creek, The name I have
been told was derived from the frequent
encamping of a band of gypsies on the
| Robeson lot, Opposite to the lane was
the “snake' or serpentine walk along
the west end of the property ot Thomas
H, Powers of Powers & Weightman's
laboratory, This path, about four feet
wide, wound in and about the lrees and
was a delightful way of reaching School
I e, as Mr, Powers mnever abjected 19
the public using it. The lane and the
| path were opened about 60 years ago.

week 1 came across a receipt of the
late John Amey, who at one time was
proprietor of the jefferson Hotel and in
addition thereto conducted a general

He was an all around good fellow, some-

—In looking over old papers last.

hauling business and was an auctioneer,

articular ir 7 1%1321 of
erabout his est...sfifnent, and cried

an jon sale with almost as much
humotas did the late James Clegg of
Manayunk., The hotel in his time was
more of a general boarding house than
a saloon.

On the lower side of the
| building between thedarge barn, was

[ the upper side was an arch leading lo

the rear yard, and what was knpgwn as-
**Mather” Winpenny's store. The lattec
was subequently kept by the late Michael
Brehl and later became the saddier shop
of Henry Lutz, Back of the store on
Ferry road were several small buildings
connected with the hotel orignally, In
one of these Mis, Margaret Mooney
kept one of the first ice cream rescris
conducted at the Falls,

—Toomrrow, July 26, Adam Melt-
inger, one of our best known and
highly esteemed residents, will start
on his 84th vear. He began his long
and useful life July 26, 1835, over in
Nicetown, His parents, Mr. and Mrs.
John Meltinger, soon after came to
the Falls, Adam, the youngest of two
sons, learned the barbering bhusiness
in all its branches, and carried it on
here until the Civil 'War, when he
beeame attached to the Chestnut Hill
Military Hospital, with the rank of a
¢aptain. After the war he returned to
the TFalls, and later went into the
men's [urnishing business in Odd Fel-
lows" Hall, where he continued until

the hall was renovated a few years
aga, when he retired.  For a number
o1 years he spent his winters with his
only son and child, John K. Melting-
er, in Sanford, Fla. He is a member
of the Methodist Church, of Palestine
lLodge, No, 476, F. and A. M., and of
Falls of Schuylkill Lodge, No. 467, 1.
(). 0. T, “The Chronicle” joins his
many friends in tendering its hearty
congratulations and best wishes that
he may round off many more years. |
—Among the many who became
sneeessful 1n business here, none is
better remembered than Harmon
Tohnson, He came here ip the early
forfice of the past century with his
parents, Mr, and Mrs. Andrew Johin-
son.  His father wus a tailor and car-
tied on business in Queen lane above
Ridge avenue, Harmon learned block
printing in Simpson’s silk hankerchiet
print works, In 1854, in partnership
awith Christian Hess, he bought the
general store from John R, Johnson,
al Ridge avenue and Mifflin  street.
Later he carried on the flour, feed and
coul business, In his early manhood
he married Matilda, a twin daughter
of Samuel and Elizabeth Shronk Win-
penny and managed his father-in-law's
estate, He was for years secretary of
the Twenty-eighth ward school board,
o director of the Mawayunk National:
Bank, a Past Grand and Patriarch of
Falls of Schuylkill L{I(Eﬂ‘ and Ln-
s Al

A e hteo :

ter of Roxborough Lodge, No. 135, F.
and A. M.; a memberénd trostee of
Falls nf Schuylkill Baptist Chaurch. In
begueathing {wo sharés of stock of

Munsyunk National Bank tb  the
ehurch, with the provision that the in-
terest be used only for the Sunday!

School's Tourth of July picnic and
New Year's entertainment, he perpet-
uated his own memory by a cheap but
lasting memorial.

—More than sigty years ago g young
man from Chester County rede down
Ritlge avenne in the wagon of a farm-
er friend,  As he passed through the

o)

chided the place was the wickedest he
had ever seen. The two old hotels still
exist, but are closed tight on Sundaws
save for the serving of meals,
old-time bugey has disappeared and
Ridge avenue no longer is the chief
drive through the village, the park
drive having taken its place, and the
automobile has succeeded the buggy.
While no liquor is sold and liitle if
any drunkenness seen on the streets,
there is more Sahbath breaking than
there was sixty years ago, People no
longer show the reverence they once
did for the day or for the House of
God. A spirit of indépendence pos-

' sesses even the young people, and the

chief aim of life seems to be in having
a gaod time. Whe is to blame, is a
guestion well worth pondering. Club=
houses find Sunday their most profit-
able day, What will the harvest be?
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THE TALE OF A DOG

Me friend, Malachy, and 1 were
passing by the Dog Pound on Clear-
field street, when he says: “Claney,
did I ever tell you about the drug
clerk measuring the death of a dog?™

“You did not,” says L

“No?" says he, “Well 1 have to tell
it to you, Moriarity’s boy, Denny.
had just graduated from college and
was filling his first position as a drag
clerk. His boss took o day off and
Denny was il sole charge of the store.

Things were golng fine with him, he
was attending to evervbody in apple- |
ple order, selling stamps, telling what
strest the Jones' lived on, what car
to take to go to the park, what day
of the month was last Tuesday three
wicks ago, and the other thousand
and one things a druggist does withs
onl increasing the count In the :
register, He was wishing some ong
would come along and spend n Hittle
money, s0 his boss could seo hé was
on the job.

. “'iwas after dinner when a woins
an rushes into the store, With dis-

faveled hatr and o wild gleam In her
eye, panting for breath, she yunshes
up to Denny and screams: “Are you
the doctor? Thinking he was deallng
was a maniac his first impuolse was
to run away, but he collected himself,
aasnred her he was the doctor and
asked what he could do.

“Between sobs she told him that
she had gone to town and left her
poor litile pet at home In thé best of
health. But when she came back she,
found he had eaten her tape mess-
ure. After a few more boo-hoo's, she
said, “Won't.you help me, please?
Poor Fido! 1 know he ls dying inch |
by inch.’ i

“Drenny, thinking it was a child he
was to help, was so diggusted when
he found it was s dog, says to her,
‘Cheer up, lady, don’t let him die Inch
by ineh: take him outside and let him
die by the yard.' :

"I was o doggone shame the an-
swer he gave, bul thoere s many &
|!.ga'e|d tadl in the dog pound.” i
FPARADISE.
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wide space which was used as a hand
ball court, the ball bemng thrown o ﬁ“ figll &'W_iﬂg.
batted by hand -against the bwnd,hnﬂ.' buggics dn
high gable of thebatel In e Lion|

Falls on # Sunday, and saw the hotels |
the sheds erowded witlh|
other vehicles, he con-|




Dedication of New Library.

The new I'ree Library building will
be formally dedicated on the evening
of November 18 next with appropriate
ceremonies. The principal address
will be delivered by Hon. Clinton Rog-
ers Woodruff, and the affair will mark
an e¢poch in the progression of the
town's lmprovement.

Cards of invitation for the oceasion
will be sent out during the coming
week.

WARNING TO THE BOYS

For some time past boys, many of
them too small to realize the dam-
age done, have been breaking win-
dows and doing sundry damage to the
old academy building. At a meeting
of the trustees of the building on
Monday last it was decided that fu-
ture ocourrences will be severely dealt
with, and this warning is given. Of-
fenders in the future will be prose-
euted to the full extent of the law.

f oY _—

FRANKLIN SNYDER

Away at Home of Son-in-Law.

Snyder, who for many
yoars was a vesident ol the Falls, died
at the home of his son-in-law, John
Crosson, 3417 North Eleventh stpeel,
on ‘Puesday, October 28, 1913, of heart
| fallure.
| He was stricken with apoplexy
sight weeks ago, and was coniined to
his bed till the end.

Mpr. Snyder was
marsh, Montgomery county,
ber 12, 1831, He learned the trade of
carpenter at Norristown, and was em-
ployed at his trade when the war of
the emancipation broke out. At the
first eall to arms he enlisted in Com-
pany B, Pennsylvania Cavalry, which
regiment captured more battle fiugs
than any other regiment. Among the
battles Mr. Snyder and the regiment
participated in were the bhattles of
Cedar Mountain, Va., Fredericksburg,
Va., Brandy Station, Va., Culpepper
Courthouse, Va, G .tysburg, _Pa.,
Rappahannock Station, Va., Rapidan
Station, Va., second Bull Run, Gaines-
ville, Va,, Crosa Keys, Va, and
Drainesville, Va. The regiment while
marching to take part in the battle of
Antletam was attacked by the rebals
and a flerce batt'- took place, and the
regiment was so badly seatiered that
they never reached there,

After the war Mr. Snyder settled
in the Falls and followed his trade as

Franklin

married to Susan Stuart Shaffer, of
the Falls. He was for many years
choirmaster of the Falls M. E, Church,
and was an active worker in the early

Long-time Resident of Falls Passes |

born at White- |
Decem- |

carpenter and builder. In 1869 he was |l

aays of 1ts existence., His wife died
in 19086, and he since lived at the home
of his son-in-law. He retired from
active business 10 yedrs ago. He was
past commander of Post No. 15, G. A,
R.; also fourth oldest member of the

Penn Township Lodge, 1. 0. O. F,, and
member of Kncampment No. 3, Union
Veteran Legion. He 1s survived by
three children, Charles Franklin. Jr.,
of Nevada, and Mrs, John Crosson.

T - -

WI.LLIMH RICHARD WILLIAMS, FORMER
RESIDENT OF FALLS, PASSES AWAY.

When the sad news of the death of
William R, Williams was received at
the Falls last week there wag a gen-
eral expression of profound sorrow.
Having resided here for nearly forty
yours, he had endeared himself to
many of the people by his kindly dis=
pogition and friendly actions, Few
men have the happy quallties he pos-
sesged in winning and  retaining
friends.

Mr., Willlams breathed his last on
September 14, after being conlined to
his bed for ten days, suffering fromn
general debility, He was a son of
Richard Willlams and was born in
Anglesea, Wales, August 17, 1834, FHe
came to this country In 1858, and for
several years had charge of the gar-
don and greenhouse of George L., Har-
rison, on School lane. Later he leased
the homestead farm of the late Dr.
Horace Evans, on which he devoted
himself to the dalry business and in
the breeding of Jersey cattle. He also
had charge of the registering of Jer-
sey cows for a number of wealthy
farmers in different parts of Eastern
Pennsylvania, including George W.
Childs, proprictor of the Public Led-
ger, al his country seatl in Bryn Mawr.
The taking of a large portion of Lhe
Evans farm as part of the site for the
Queen lane reservoir practically ruin-
ed his dairy farming, and a few years
later he retired with a4 well-earned
and deserved competlency. For a while
he resided in (the home of Hurry
Behock, on Abbotsford avenue, and
later removed to Germantown, where
he quietly passed the remainder of his
days, The last five years of his ac-
tive and useful life were years of
darkness, as he woas dafflicted with
blindness, which resulted from the
wealkening of the optic nerves. In his
early manhood Mr, Willinms wus
married to Miss Emma Bradford, who,
with their four children, survive—
Benjamin and Horace . Williams,
Mrs. Annie Allen, a widow, and Miss

Nettie Williams.

Mr, Willlams was for a time a mem-
ber of the Baptist Church here, re-
moving his membership to Wayne
Avenue Church, Germantown. He was
an enthnsiastic member of Bt. David's
Society and other Welsh orguniza-
tions. He inherited his nation’s love
for music, and was a singer of rare
ability. He was also a member of
Palestine Lodge, No, 470, F. and A,
M., and of Falls of Schuylkill Lodge,
No. 467, 1. O, O. ¥.

The funeral was held last Friday
morning at 11 o’clock in the parlor of
Oliver P. Bair, 1820 Chesinut street.
The services were conducted by the
Rev, I, T, Newkirk, pastor of Wayne
Avenue Baptist Church, assisted by

the Rev. Dr. R. L. Jones, a life-long

Iriend of the deceased and a fellow -

member of the Welsh Societies, pus-

tor of Busquebanna Avenue Presbyte-
plan  Chureh 'he Iinterment wuas
made in Mount Peace Cemetery.

‘Asleep in Jesus, blessed mlecp,

Frow which none ever wake Lo weep."

- K, R, SHILONK,

day evening, at her home 417¢ Ridge
| avenue, after a long illness, which she |
| bore with Chiristian patience and fortl.
tude, Mrs, Sorber was the daughter of
the late Robert Matheson and mustof
her lite was spent in this vicinity. More

———— -

than half a century ago she and Mg,
Sorber were manied and occupied the
old homestead, the oldest dwelling in
the Falls, in which her quiet ard peace-
iul life was ended, It is the lotol but
few mortals to have so many friends as|
she had, All who wele ever broughtsn
contucl with her were charmed wilh her
gracious personality. In the. eatly sev.
enties Mrs, Sorber was given charye of
the local post office, Station Z. This
widened her acquaintance and wan for
her many hiends, She was a devoled
helpmate to her husband; a sincere
{ollower of Christ, without ostentation, a
home and family loving woman, Mrs
Sorber was a member of the Baptist
church here. Ot her three children but
one survives, Mrs, Virginia, wile ol
Charles L. Dykes, the: well-known un.
dertaker. 1he funeral will be Reld !n-J
morrow (Saturday) afternoon, !

‘Mrs, Sorber's mother, at the ads
vanced age of 94 vem_iislili living in

Germaniown. .

—Peacefully, as though falling asleep,
Mrs, Elizabeth Ferguson, wife of Adam
‘Mettinger, passed into the spirit world
on Friday morning al her home, 165
| Midvale avenue, in her 7fuh yean
‘Mrs. Metiinger had for a long while
been a patiént sufferer from an nternal
tumor and until a few ago when she was
abliged to take to her bed s'ie kept the
‘ilment a secret  She was a iy bier
of the Rev. Francis Ferguson and when)
a yourg woman was married to M
Mettinger. They have one son, ju_'l'm'
K. Mettinger, of Sanford, Fluida, She
like her father was a devout Methodist,

tand was perhaps the oldest member of
{the church here, She was widely known '
land respected. Only a short while age!
she and her husband quietly celebrated |
\their golden wedding. A widefelt sy
'pathy is shown the bereaved hiusband in
Ithe greal loss he has sustained,
| The funeral on Tuesday afternoon was.
[largely attended. The Rev. Dr. Richad
[Turner conducted the solemn and im-
jressive services, Rev. Dr ]-mnbl
Huwhes and Rev. Dr. T, I, Muwchler
'spoke in high praise of the deceased,
[Interment was made in Mount Peace
icemetery and was in charge of Charles
{L, Dykes, Undertaker. g ol
| In the death of Mrs, Meltuipger ydﬁtf‘-
\correspendent has lost another of his
lifelong friends, one for whom he had
‘the highest esteem and he joins wilth the
‘many others in words ol symputhy o
Mr, Mettinger in his loneliness, aud to
the faraway son of whom she was so
s Y 7




Townsman, Passes Away

Late John Dobson Met Him
O Arrival in America

P ECAL #-f,u,x 27 -

Thomas J. Lister, husband of Cath-
erine_Lister (nee Fess), @ resident
of the Falls of Schuylkill since. 1861,
died Friday cvening, March 28 at his
home, 3611 Queen lane, of a compli- |
cation of diseases after a lingering
illness, having been sick since Jan-
udry, aged T6 years,

His funeral took place Tuesday aft-
ernoon, services being conducted by
the Rev, A. P, Hodgson, former paf-
tor of the Falls Methodist Eplscopal
Church, assisted by the Rey. ¥. A,
Gacks, newly-appointed minister to
the Falls M, E. Church. The inter-
ment was made al West Laurel Hill
Cemetery. r

His widow and one sister, Euphc-
mia Smith, two daughters, three sons
and six grandchildren survive him.

He was born at Heckmond-Wike,
Yorkshire, England, in 1841, His trip
to America was made in a sailing
ghip, which required slx months to
eomplete the journey. On his wrrival
in the United States he was met by
John Dobson, deceased, and a relative,
Alfred Snowden.

For over 47 years he was einployved
at the Dobson mills. Later he worked
in City Hall for two years until a
fall inecapacitated him for further
work. He had been living retived for
four years.

He was one of the noted Company
“L” Pennsylvania State Volunteers,
headed' by Captain John Dobson, his
friend, in the Civil War duys.

He belonged to the Falls of Schuyl-
kil Lodge of Odd Fellows and
Shakespears Lodge,” Sons of St

ebrated their Golden W

A
T was asked on Satiirday #59 re
membered Thomis Shorl, [le was at
one time one of the best knowrn nicn
i the Falls and is sdll held in meass
ory Ly his many sarviving friends, Mo
Wwas.a son of John Short, an carly st
tler. Is hig early lifé he was assoeiat-
Ped with Distriet Surveyor Siddell and
wits appainted a policeman by Mayor|
Henry, He served until Mayor Fo
replaged the Republicans by men el
Short was subsequent

ly given & position in the gas works, %

s awn party.

position he held until his L. He
was i man of more than ordinary
telligence I an interesting conyersa-
also possessed with

tionalist and was

of humor. In his early man-
wits marricd to Ann Marley
daughtor of Alboer Nt

Marley, and is sdrvived by two daggh

it streak
hatd he
the only and
fers.

will he the 187th
of the birth of Georpe Wash-

anhi-

n, America’s first and greatest |

saldier President, I of ;
( Sing Wilson went ab

oy
His
will be Gttingly cclehrated.
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} Washi

would have
sunitlur circumstaiices |ir'if':-‘--;~
Corge Washington was

although
Virginia, which at
Great

nol an
breing
that titng

Amierican by birth,
born in
Britain. He

Wwes part of Wik s,

rican in every olhe

wazs the hrst |

however, an Ami
Van Buee
Proside

IHANY ol

it Vashing

the privileges
are I-Tl'.l-t}‘ enjoyed. He never
on 4 steamboat wer on a sieam
train. smoked i pipe he
never He had been
huried forty-five years belore the Mia -
mvented, il
while he out-generaled the best nithe
British comimanders he never Hoked
| ® postage stamp nor saw an enyelope
Every American boy should ready amil
study  Lhe Washington, It
the studying of that bogk
with thie Bible and the Declaration s
Independence, which -inspired .\hr_a-,
ham Tincoln and helped Him huj:’ﬁhw_'
the greatest Anlerican :'|"|"dt(25m:|,n‘.j.

While he

paw a4 mateh

nelic telegraph was

life of

Was

A T T estate,
published last Saturday, is shown tlm
remark.ble energy and perseverance of
one ol the most successful men the Falls
has ever known, Less than 60 years

| ago he came here from Manayunk, and
[with James Lees as a partner, started
manufacturing in Foster's little mill on
scolt's lane, comparatively a poor bat
hopeful man, By a disastrous fire the
mill was destroyed with no insurance to |
recover, The fire dissolved the paumei_'-"
ship and Mr, Dobson assumed sole
control,  Phoenix-like the business.
arose from the ashes. Then came the
Civil War, with its possibilities which
were taken advantage of legitimately,
dnd then began what becarse the
Breatest enterprise the plice has eyer
known. No account is given of the
real estate holdings of Mr, D.bson
which are immense here as in other
parts of the city and country. With all|
his wealth he lived a most uno:tents-
tious life, finding his greatest p!ea'-.-mlz
in attending to his large and ever-!

[growing business. Tomo single man is
fthe Fals more indebted for its propress

than the late John Dobson,

—I stood one day last week on the
rear platform of the Reading Railway's
East Falls station and viewed with
delight the wista presented of the
Schuylkill valley, The air was not so
clear so there wasa Jight mist in the
distance which seemed 10 add to the
space observed. The cluster of build-
ings on lower Queen lane, with the edi-l
fice of the Baptist church in prominence
added to the beauty of the scene, Across
the river loomed up Chamounix once.
known as Mount Prospect at the top of
the rounded knoll and then the descent
tewards what Is now known as the
ravine but once as Bennelt's Hollow,
This is but one of the many charming
Prospects one can have p! the Schuyl.

kill Valley, a panorama worth traveling
many milez to see,

_ A month or six
weeks later the beaunty of the scene lﬁ
be enhanced by the vaiegated foliage of
the trees after that greatest of artists
Jack Frost has touchod the trees ami-j
shrubbery with his mighty brush, As]
gazed upon the view I wondered what f
it must have been before the hand of
man disturbed it with “improvements," i




{ :—: 1 wa! asEed some uzl! zhetlm

I had any acquaintance with the late
Joseph Shantz, who passed away in
1883 while cccupying the large dwelling
at Ridge avenue and Calumet street.
Mr, Shantz came here when a young
man from Lawrenceville, Chester cuunty,
and engaged m the coal business with a
yard along the river near the Reading
Railway bridge. He soon after married
Mary Apn Evans daughter of Robert
Evans proprietor of the Fountain Park
Hotel. In 1852 he started in the
grocery and general store business in
lthe House in which he died. Later,
Thomas Shronk of Manayunk, whe
owned the property ereclted the store
building on the corner,

Shantz was an old line Whig in
politics aud was one of the fArzt to join
the Republican party when it was orga-
“nized in 1856. In the rear of Lis slore
he had a roomy office in which wee a
number of arm chairs. These were|
generally occupied in the eveaings by
friends who came to discuss political
questions with the proprietor.

In 1860 Shantz was elected by city
councils Chief Commissioner of High-
pways, and sold out at auction. During)

his administration the ctiy bought mi

tumbled down Falls bridge and erects
‘a free structure on the site, 3
- He had but one child a daughter
Jusephine, who became the wife of
Philip Woadhouse, a Southern druggist,
who came north after the civil war,

A beiore his death Mr,
Shtantz and one of his Chester county
Henry Bwartz, visited my futher,
Dianiel Shrank, who was confined to his
bed with what proved Tis last illness,
Mr. Swariz to his home, was
| stricken with pneumonia and died after
a briet illness.
ing from hearl ailment
and the three men passed away inas

short time

friends,

returned

Shantz who was suifes-
soon followed,

meny weeks,
R.- & 5,

resident of the Falle of
Behuylkill, nwhile riding over Midvale
avenue, o ao automohile vesterduy, :_l-ill—
mired the Free Library building whiek
stands at the botlom of o Wnn-wll alope
at Warden's rond and snid: “When I
wae 0 boy thera was a IMalls of Sohuyl-
kill Tdbrary Association that did »
great deal of good for the nmrn[‘rl'fl
inteilectnal benefit of itz members
Every young man of uny account wus
glad to be admitted ns o wmember and
have the privilege of reading and gludy-
|ing the valnobloibooks. 1 was mot old
enongl’ to join the organization, but 1
knew mest of those who did. As L
think of them my heart feels gad, fr'r
most of them have passed away, 'l_hf-l
organization wns kept up until the civil
war. | only know of fnnr_ men noew
living who belonged to the library, and
they huave each seen mora tliay fmli:
‘goore vears,. Hugh Seott, Obarlesa K.
i Barher, I‘:an‘hhn W. Morigon and Adam
are well gire-

L oug. reiﬁmts

A former

—One of the most remarkable men
that ever resided here was the late
John H. Richard. He was a native of
Alsace when it was a part of France,
There he learned the trade of a hrick-
maker, He came to this counlry in
the early forties of the past century;
He became acquainted with a Dr, Hol- |
brook, of noted |
naturalist, During his visits he met
the greai naturalist, Professor Agas-|
siz, who took an interest in the brick- |
maker. One day the professor handed
him a sheet of drawing paper and,
pointing to a gold fish in a globe of
water, told him to make a drawing of
the fish, a task he uadertook to P 10“*‘&
the professor. One attempt after an-
other was made and shown to the pLo-
fessor, who took them up and said,
“Try again® He succeeded and was

| then shown how to color the fish.

That was the end of his brick-makiang

and he became celebrated as an artist

and colorist and was for years em-

ployed in the Smithsonian Institute

at Washington, D. C. Coming to the

Falls he established himself in a little

building off Ridge avenue,.close to

where the Presbyterian Church now

stands. His last work was preparing

and coloring the United States fish

|nx]nb|t for the Centennt
I.m:d;—r the

Spenicer 1 ] L Hi¢

went 1o Was

Virginia, who was &z

dlsequently
and wlhile visit-
friend in old Francisville, this
city, in IBB1, died oi apo-
plexy. I had known Richard from
the time but be-
came infimately with him
in 1871, when he taught me coloring
and I helped him to color Professor
]l'l..\ of the . Pacifie

Slepe JM i

—“What do you know of the three
peculiar characters who occasionally
visited the Falls when we were boys i’
was a question given me by one of the
few survivors of my schoolmates, The
characters, George Mundy, a fine look-
ing man with his light brown hair parted
in the middle and flowing in long locks
wpon his shoulders, was a native ol
Philadelphia, and was known in most
parts of the city, He wore no hat or
any kind of head covering, claiming
that the Saviour never covered His Nead,
Mundy was well educated and often

rton,
ing a
suddenly
Mr.
hrst camie

he here,

acquamted

)
daird's “Oenith

although not a total abstainer would
deliver temperance talks. ~Billy Ma-
hagony'' was a tall, lean built man, and
used to practice running along the Not.
ristown Railroad, racing with passenger
trains, He was intelligent and about as
1@, a man one could meet. The other |
joe Bascart was fond of blo:ing into|

| principal,
[at $2.25 a day to attend to her house,,
spoke to crowds on the streets and

1E

the mouth of a boitle a.

‘““The engines coming.”’ He
fondness in staring at young women au
gu-ls and then suddealy jumping in the-
'air give & shout and hurry away. Heis/|
#aid to have been frozen to death on
one of the cold winters before the gut.
break of the civil war. Either of the
three if appearing in this age would be
arrested for vagrancy and sent to the
House of Correction, Another character
more recent than those mentioned was
Thomas Byrnes who with his brother
Stephen lived in a house on old James
street.  Stephen worked in the labora-
tory while Tom kept house until he
|wuuld take a notivn to go up in the
woods where he slept in a tent made of
iee bark. He too was too lazy 1o
work, talked a good deal of spirits and
impressed peaple that he was somewhat
off in his mind, How the boys would
tun when they saw him in the woods
and yet he was never known to harm
anyone,

R. R, §.

—Quite an excitement was cansed
liere on Sunday morning, when the
fire apparatuses of Company No. 35
hurried to help put out the fire in the
High Bridge Hotel, at Ridee avenue
and Wissahickon Drive. The old
structure, which antedates the Revo-
lutionary War, has been vacant for
two years, and is supposed to have
been set on fire by sparks from a lo-
comotive in the Reading Railway. The |
house was occupied by Jonathan Robi-
son for many years, and later by Jon-
athan Moore, In 1864 it was purchas-
ed by James Dobson, who had it fitted
up for his residence and oceupied it
until Bella Vista, his present home,
was erected,

—On Monday next the doors of the
public schools will be thrown open,
Scholars and teachers will resume
their important work, According to
a statement made by a supervising!
plmupai of one of the schoaols, there
i¢ a likeliliood of there being a scares
ity of teachers, many of whom having
sccured better paying posilions, A
case was quoted in which a young
married woman, a former teacher, had
substituted last term to oblige the
She had to hire a woman

After a week’s substituting she receive
ed her compensation, $2 a day. That
was not a gainful bargain.

|

—Labor Day was pretty gencrally
observed here on Monday, The Falls
is getting used to being without a
pleasure park, yet many regret the dis-
comtinnance of the onee rujoyable

C;mnstatter Volksfest Véfem J




¥ 3 F »m the ei:n\arte'.z N.osegay.
&dmn uf the streets here gat their nﬂnﬂs» WAy

GM -of those mentioned was Krail street West ‘anirmount Park,” said a Eulle-r
which extends from Queen lane to Craw-| 55! AR s Siingi nlode Jepiint |
B I oot i T were o astit
ander Krail, who with Matthew Me-| . ¢ to put the scenes on canvas like
(SR AR BR R o cicnt | stood mwhile hdmiring
Richard Penn Smith's property from Chamounix Luake. Did you ever no-
John Dobson during the sixties, and tice the breast of that large bedy of
laid the tract out in building lots one of

which was bought by the Melhodist"

ichurch, Alexander Krail was the son|

I we just had a tramp through

| ning, mth appmprinu services in (}dﬁ
Fellows Hall. Edwin Singer, who
helped organize the Section in 1874,
and who has cared for its interests all |
through its four decades, and others,
will speak.

—Five-y ears-old George Gaston, of

T e e 1E ek 4011 Ridge avenue, had a narrow escape

water? I remember when it wag bullt,

way back in the early fifties of the

past century., I was but a little boy
then, but I remember being taken by

jof Dr. Emmanuel Krail, who owned the

';'p'mpmy on Queen lane which after-

wards was known as the Philadelphia

1Rifle Club's Scheutzen Park, Dr, Ktatl

had 2 throat ailment and cenld et

speak above a whisper, He bad two
sons, Alexander and Charles, and three
daughters, Julia who was married to
Eharles Garrett ; Amanda and Marga-
ret.  Alexander established a large coal
pnd feed business on Ridge avenue

which after his death went to his two.|

sons, William and George, He was a
man of strict integrity and never was
known lo have an enemy, Haywoaod
Slreet running parajlel with Queen lane,
was named for Titus Haywood, a textile

vorker, who came here 6o years ago
and became very popular owing to his
gentlemanly demeanor, He was drum-
(mer for Captain John Dobson’s “Bat-
tery I'* during the Confederate raids in
this State in 18621863,

‘ R.R, S,
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—In a talk with a veteran of the |
Civil War last weck he spoke of the
conditions which prevailed in the be-
ginning of September, 1862, when the |

Confederate forces, under: General
Lee, were miarching northward, and
how Governor Curtin
Henry issued proclamations
out the State and city militia, to help
repel the invasion of Pcnnbylvani‘a. I
remember the feeling of depression

that was felt here at the Falls, and
How the late John Dobson orgali_izeId‘l
t

a company known as “Battery 1.”
was in that critical period when Abra-
ham Lincoln made an agreement with
God, in which he promised to issue
an emancipation proclamation if God
would give victory to the Union
army. After Antietam, in a confer-
ence with his Cabinet, Lincoln told
them that as God had kept His part
he would keep his promise, The great
instrument was signed, and on Janu-
aty 1, 1863, the slaves werc free
this cogfitry for the first tinfe in its
history became the land of the free
and the home of the brave, While 56
years have come and gone since that
dark September, there are a number
st lwmg who enlisted under Captain
Iuhn

and Mayor !
calling '

and

built by Willlam Simpson, proprietor
of the Washington Print Works,
which stood on the west side of the
river until the property was wdded to
the Park. During a slack season in
the print works Mr. Simpson put the
men at work building the dam breast.
It is about ten feet wide at the top,
but widens to some 30 feet at the bot-
tom and curves toward the dam, Tt is
as firm us the Rock of Gibraltar and
will last till the crack of doom. It
was known for many years ag Sim
son’s big dam, there belng two s
dams between {t and the I{l_\u.l.]irll;:
Rallway, It was built as a ressrvoir
to supply the large quantity r;f water
used in the dye und was

nected with the work
catution against fire,
from the big dam to
works, with numerous fire-plugs or
hydrants in the yards. That dam
breast has stood a number of severe
tests without being damaged, I re-
member one summer afternoon when
there was a regular cloudburst, that
the witer pourcd over the breast six
or eight feet deep, dolng great dam-
age to the lower works and washing
many tons of coal into the river, but
not a stone was moved in the dam
breast. It is a piece of masonry that
dam builders ought to study.”

H8 4 pre-
Water mains led
all parts of the

A BIT OF FALLS HISTORY

“Fifty-two years ago I saw the One
Hundred and Eighteenth Regiment,
Pennsylvania Volunteers, which had
been recruited by the Corn Exchange,
march away from that lot,” said a
passenger on 4 Midvale avenue trol-
ley car last week as it passed Thirty-
first street. “In those duys the ground
was known as Scott's lot. The en-
campment was on this end near the
woods, and the
from the brook that ran through tha
ravine. Adjoining the lot at that time
was Unecle "Sam” Garrett's property
and his old cabin, which he inherited
from his ancestors, who were among
the Bwedes who settled along the riv-
er, to which they gave the name
Schuylkill, Scott’s lot was sold to a
man npmed Harrison, who erected a
large mansion and fitted _up the old
Itevol IATY CWAT U4 This ~old
barn occupled when I was a boy
by lmua Stace, Bamuel Bradbury
afterward bought the property and
held it till the eity took it as part of
the site for the Queen lane reservolr.
Garrett sold his property in 1872 to
Mund & Albrecht, who turned it inte
i pleasure park, and for four years
It was o popular Gérman resort. Ona
Sunday morning the large frame hotel
took fire and wuas entirely destroyed,
That put an end to the park. Did 1
know any of the soldiers in the Corn
Exchange Regiment? Yes, quite a
number of them. Many of the hrave
fellows were killed in the battle of
South Mountaln. For several years
after the war 1 attended the regi-
mental reunions held on the old camp
ground."

cooks got thelr water |

from death on Sunday afternoon, He
was playing on top of the quany back

, ol his home when he [eil down the rocky

bluff, a distance of 20 feet, landing in
sand that had crumbled from the bank.
e was taken to St. Timothy's Hospital
sufféring from a severe lacerafion of the
scalp and many bruises.

—The Manayunk trolley cars, by
which the line operating between that
town and the centre of the city is known,
have a hard time getting under the
Readi-g Railway's bridge, near Scotq',‘sf
lane. The bridge is so low that the troliey

pole is forced down to its lowest point,
and frequently jumps off the wire despite

‘the slowing up of the speed.

‘October,

#‘Oﬂlm are awaifin

1 have
been told that the Reading company
will have to raise the bridge at least a
foot, .

|
~— —The Baptist church is arranging to

celebrate its 76th anniversary on Sunday
May 24th. The Diamond Jubilee wu{
postponed last year owing to the deathy

 of the pastor, the Rev, I. F, Stidham,

Ph.D., LL.D. Since the coming of M
Rev, Charles L. Seasholes, D. D, la

the church has enjoyed al
season of prosperity and growth, Twelve

'new members were received during thﬁ

communion season on Sm‘:day morning
g baptism. o




—The frame houseon the east side of
idge avenue above Laboratory road,
r;lnhccupied by James Crawtord, often
\atiracts aftention by its quaint old-
{fashioned appearance and its numerous|

NOSEGAY AND OLD TIMES

"“T'Rere is one satlsfaction when g
&ets up in years,” said a passenger
In a Manayunk car, “Every once It

loutbuilding, Originally it belonged to
Jacob Aeler, one of whose daughters
wits married to George Clouse, a shoe-
maker. Clouse grected a small frame
building whic'hfhc used as a shop. He
and his three brothers, Philip, David |
and William, for years followed canal
boating on the Schuylkill and were em-
ployed on my father,” Daniel Shronk’s
boats, George was the only one who
married. Their sister Christiana mar-
tied a man named Carte. Giving up

woemaking George served fora time on
police fotce under Mayor Henty and

o was employed in the laboratory.
ae property was sold to Powers ~&
Veightman as was the house adjoining
which was owned by Mrs. Catherine,
wife of James Smith, Their only child
‘a son, Jeflerson, died in his early man-
hood. Mrs. Smith afierwards muried
Jacob Hofiman, a farmer, and with him
became active in the Baptist church.
Mrs, Clouse was also a member of that
church, as is her only chi'd Miss Maty
(Clouse, who in her Bzd year resides in
the house her father kad erected on

Queen lane.

! d,
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—When 1 looked at the dale line of
last week's Chronicle, and saw that it
was the §1st number of the 49.h volume
I realizad that | am getting on in years.
It hardly seems that 49 years have come

and gone since December 1868, when
James Milligan visited the Falls and
conlerred with the late Rev. I, F, Sud.
ham, who was serving his first pastor-
ate at the Bapiist church, and others as
to the advisability of staring a weckly
newspaper, The paper, the Chroniclz
and Advertiser, made its first appeir-
anse on January.2, 1869, and despite
the leeling of many it come lo stay and
I had the plessure of being among its
first subscribezs, It would take a great
deal of space to enumerate the many
blessings which were brought aboui by
tne paper's suggesiions and strong
advocacy, Mr. Milligan lived ta see
his paper well established. Forty-nine
years does nol seem long te look back
upon but oh what changes they have
brought. Most of the first readers like
the founder, have gone to their reward,

The old houses are over

@

“Talk about women buvipg no idea
of finances,” said an uptown buteher
Yeiterday. - “Why, they could give les-
sons to most of us, There's a woman
around the corner—never pays her bills
—never has any money, 1 suppose, Her
husband is pretty mean about giving
even eoough to run the house, so she
just buys everywhere as long ag her
credit is good. She owed me s pretty
big hill, and 1 began to wonder if I'd
ever get it. I fHually wrote Her a letier,
and one day she walked in here and
paid me $10 on account, 1 told my wife
about it, and 1 wish you could have
seent her face., ‘Why, that woman eslled
4o me this morning, #aid she, ‘and
asked me to lend bher some money. She
told such o hard-luck story that I let
her have $10! She said she had a hig
bill to meet, but T never guessed it was
outs!’ Can you beat it?"

" -

A dusky matron marched inte the
#rmy recruiting office on Arch strest
fhe other day and demunded to be
shown to the officer in charge. “Mah
busband he done went ‘listed two weeks
age-and ah ain't Hefrd nothin® from yo'
folis §it,” “Well.” demanded the re-
eruiting officer, “what do you want to
heur? "What ab wants to know,” re-
plied the soldier's bride, “is when mah
alimony begins.”

] =

Speaking at a banquet in Philadel-
Ity recently, Cougressman Simeon D.
Pess, of Ohio, told thie one: Ot in
my tawa there was o baghfal vouth who
cailed on u girl steadily {or four years
without uttering u# word about mars
rigge. The girl fiually get tired of
waiting, and one night, when they wera
holding hands. she said to hir: ‘Charlie,
will yon marry me? ‘Yes,' answered
the youth; that was all, After that the
couple xat silent for (ully 10 minutes,
until the girl begun to get fidgety,
Chardie, why don't you say something?' |
she demanded. TTe grunted and replied: |
A've suid too blamed mueh already,” ™

I was asked if I remembered the old
time “‘Anniversary'’ exercises the Meth.
odists used to hold on the night of
Washington's birthday in the litlle
church on **Jimmie” sireet. They were
to many the event of the year. The
boys and girls of the Sunday School
were drilled for weeks beiore the enter-
tainment and how quiet they kept not
io let anyone know the pieces thay were
to recile or sing, There is one woman

“bhers, now a widow, who when a small

ehild won the admiration af all wha
heard her recite her little piece, “lam
‘a liie cxrly head, my father is n@

‘reacher, but T love to go to SMnday

School and listen to my teacher,” A
drawing attraction was the announce-
ment on the posters that The Misses
Simpson of Manayunk will sing,"* [ have
wondered how such an entertainment
would take in this advanced age.

. EMP I el
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“the Falls Hoiel,

& while he comes acrogs friends whom
he has not seen for years, und ithey
naturaily talk of the has beens, I
met a friend whom I had not seen
since the end of (he Civil War and
listened with 2 sert of rapture as he
recailed things, places and PEIRONS
we had known when boys. Whut
pleaged me most was his extolling the
Schuylkill and the pranky we playod
along it in those happy days. Thers
were ne park guards or policemen Lo
interfere with or interrupt boys' Cun
Up at what is pow Midvale myvenys
Wwas the Mifiln fun, a strowm of edol
and clear water {hal meandered
through the winding hollow 1o the
river, A little west of Ridgs aventie
were two, good-gignd ponds, Inelosed
with narrow strips of wood, The one
on the upper gide of the run balongod
40 the TFountain Park Hotel, kapl iy
“Bobby" Bvang, and wis in chirgs
of the hostler, Edwald MeGarvey,
That on the lower side belongid fo
of which Miohael
Arnold, Sr., wase proprietor. and was
in charge of Willlam Loocch. In those
ponds wore kept thousands of Jive
catfish, which were brought from the
city In a wagon by o man kKnown o8
“Catfish Tom.” MeGarvey and Ledch
would dip from their respective pands
daily enough fish for the catfish and
waffle suppers. They each were ex-
perts in skinning the fish and always
had apt pupils of us boys to learn
tho art, BSingular as L now sceis,
those ponds were never robhed bt
once, though the padloek on the door
could be opened wilh & hent wire
That robbery was committed by an
man who had a conlract to supple a
minister with fresh fish and youhsg
chickens, That night ho stole and
beheaded two of miy mothor's hens
and dipped a bucketful of flsh from
Byans' pond, He aclinowledged his

guilt, bot was never punished,"

—One of the most inleresting charac-
ters ever residing at the Falls was Cap-
tain Charles Johnson, who claimed to
be a veteran of the civil war, He came
here with his alleged wife and an
adopted daughter in 1868 and was em-
ployed as a clerk in Simpson's print
works and for several years by the lavish
use of money led people to believe he
was wealthy. While not a member he
attended services in the Baptist church.
One day the town was surprised by his
sudden disappearance, At first he was
thought to have embezzled money from
the Simpson's, but an investigation
showed that the firm was indebted to
him for salary mot drawn. Then it
became whispered about that another
Mrs, Johnson, putting in bher appear-
ance, caused the captain's hasty flight.
Where he went no one here ever kaew,
for he was never,haard from.
i - R, R 5
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B —4s T yode over Allegheny avenie
on a trolley car on Sunday morning I
thought of the change that has taken
| pliace along that thoroughfare. It does
not seem many jears when **Uncle
| Bennie Johnson'' occupied the little
| springhouse which stood in the hollow
\atwhat is now 34th and the avenue.
The properly was then part of the farm
owned by Frederick Stoever, and later
was rented by +Billy"’ Simons, who con™
ducted a large truck raising business
upon it, one of his specialies being
strawberries, John Dobson purchased
the property including that of the Scolt
farm, and in 1865 had erected on the
summit of the hill his handsome gothic
sesidence. Stoever's house, still stand-
ing near the Reading Railway, was for
many years occupied by the late David
Speese, who also raised a considerable
quantity of vegetables, Today these
farms are known only as a memory, and
should the estate of John Dobson suc-
ceed in selling the pasture fields along
the avenue and Hunting Park avenue

MRS, MARGARET V¥
PENTER
AMrs. Margarel Wynne Carpenter, dl-!-
rect descendant of Dr. Thomas Wynne,
who crossed the Atlantic Ocean from
England with William Penn, founder of
Philadelphia, dled Sunday, March 2, at
4630 Sunnyslde avenue, of infirmities of
age, after severnl days' iliness, aged
86 years.
The funeral took place yesterday
(Wednesday) afterncon, the Rev, F. A.
Gacks, pastor of Falls of Schuylkill

the Falls will be swallowed up by the
westward march of improvements from
towards Tioga.. Uncle Benny Johnson

built his little farm house up in the
woods where he spent the rest of his
active life.
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—1 have in my possession an old-
fashioned ambrotype, of Andrew Gil-
imore, taken when he was a boy about
A2 or 14 vears of age, Sunday, June
13, was the 77th anniversory of his
birth, He was the only child of Hugh
and Harriet Evans Gilmore. His. father
went to Little Rock, Arkansas, when
Andrew was a child. He was raised by
Jhis maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Evans, in the Fountain Park Ho-
tel. On the day that he was 7 vears old,
‘his prandparents gave him a party, 1o
which a number of his school compan-
wis were invited. The party was held
in the evening and was a splendid suc-
cess. His mother, her two snsters, Miss
Amanda Evans and Mrs. Mary Ann
Shantz, and the latter’s daughter, Jo-
sephine, helped in serving the goests
It was my pleasure to be one of that
party, and as 1 look back over the 70|
| vedrs that have come and gone, 1 can|
recall but two others beside myseli who
awere among the guests,  Jolin M, Slu'unk]
and William Peno Bell, the latter has
for the most of the year resided in the|
city of Ene, Pa.  Andrew Gilmore was,
~a bright, intelligent boy; he served in a
Pennsylvania Regiment during the Ci\.f-i1|
War, and for a few years alterwards’
worked at luy trade of housepainter,. i
ahe ecity, He passed away in his early
manhood to the sorrow and regret of
the many who knew and admired him. =

% | B R B

Methodlst Eplscopal Church, offleiat-
Iing. . The interment was made at ‘Wes
Laurel il Cemetery.

Bhe was born in that section on th
outskirts of Philadelphia known m
Wynnefield, named after the Wynnes,
early Colonial settlers. Her glrthood
days were spent in that nelghborhood
and for & timoe she taught school not
far from her birthplace,

After her marriage she took up reg-
idénce in the Fulmer manglon, near
Belmont avenue, which later became
the administration bullding for the
Woodside Park Company, Twenty
years ago she came to Falls of Ele‘huﬂ-i
kill to make her home here.

On the paternal side she could trnua|
her wneestry to Dr. Thomas ‘Wynne, |
who swas with William Penn on his

colonlzation trip to America. On the
maternnl side, Delancey EBharp, who!
was cabin boy on the good ship, Bpeed-
well, was her forbear,

Eleven nieces and eleven nephews
survive her. Most of these are identl-
fled with the Sons of the American
Revolution and the Daughters of the
American Revolution. One nephew,
Hiram Wynne, of Roxborough, is dis-
tinguished for his activities In patri-|
otie affairs.

) i - ]

—From the fg’ét. as ;‘,hdwn in last
week's letter, that school was he!d in the
Old Academy in January 1821, shows
that the Falls ought to take part in the
centennial celebration of the public
school system to be held in April. One
of the best knowa and most successful
educators of the century was Nicholas
H, Maguire, who staried his long career !
as a teacher at the Falls, where he
taught boys in Smith's Observatory, an ‘l
[ocugonal shaped building that stood on |
Smith’s bill below Queen lane, Mr,
Maguire was for years head of the Cen- |
tral High School. His last charge was |
Supervising Principal of the Horace
Binney School, He married a Falls
girl, Emelin, daughier of Robert Evanr
once proprietor of Fountain Park Ho'

B T LS 208 -

—Mrs, Margaret, wife of Harry
Furlong, of 3045 North Thirfy-ffth
street, was  buried last Thursday
morning, in Hely Sepulchere Ceme-
tery, after Solerin Requiem Mass in
| St. Bridget's Catholic Chureh, Mrs.
' Furlong was a noble woman, and much
| devoted to her family and church,
She was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs,
Patrick McCarty, long resp.-ted resi-
dents of the Falls, T callee Mlhe sor-
row stricken home on -{iru"-:d‘a_\'-
might, and looked for the last time on
her peaceful face. Mr. and Mrs. Mes
Carty came to the Falls back in the
fortics of the past century. The Fath-
or was employed in Simpson’s priut
works, Their family consisted of four
sons, John, Michael, Patrick and
Jumes. The last two gerved in the
Civil War. Of two daughters, Margaret
and Mary, the latter alone survives,
She is also survived by her hushand,
three sons and two daughters. An-
other son, William, passed away but
& short time before hiz mother was

] I
called to her cternal home. In  her
departure your crrespondent has lost
another of his childhood [riends, Her

father and mother helped to organize

st. Bridget’s Church, 'and  she was

among the first to be confirmed there-

in, I know of no family that ever

lived hére that was more devoted to

Each ather, more helpful to others or

pore highly esteemed than the family

of Patrick McCarty,

- 8fdp/p  mrs
Hﬁwta?ﬁfg." :

—1 was agked a few days ago ifl
remembered Aaron Swmith, He cam
lo the Falle in 1852, succeeding Williamj
Javizs as toll collector on the Fallsd
tidge and ‘conlinued in that pesition
ntil 1861 when the corporation bridga
wis sold to the city after the middle
pan had fallen down by the weight o]

Mice thiat had accumulated on it during 8
Freezing rain, Mr. Smith purchase:
he toll keeper's frame house and moved
it to bis lot on Ridge avenue near
Stanton streel, and built the larger
dwelling on the corner. He was one ol
the best boot makets the Falls has ever
known, carrying on his trade while tead
ing the bridge. Alter living in his new
home some years he gave np shoemaks
ing and was employed lor-a shorl time
in the laboratorv, Later be returned to
Norristown where he passed away more
{iban zo years ago. His widow, who
was Matilda Valenlne “survived him
saumie years. Their thieg sofis, Elweod,
[Howard and Alexander, dre all dead, s
s their sister My, 1da Smith Johnsoy,
sr!w disd a shoul tigie ago in Norristowr, -
- of e i LT




—In the makenp of the Falls popula.
tion a generalion ago lew men were
better known than Fhilip Lesh, who
reached beyond the alloted span before
being called home, When a small boy
‘1 frst berame acquainted with Mr,
Lesh when he and his family occupied
the Mifflin mansion. He came from
the lower part of the city, then known
as “The Neck," and was a gardener of
truck farmer, For many years he had
l'charge of the garden attached to the
|residence of the late Thos, H. Powers:
{Hewas a many of few words but did
many acts ol kinduess and was univers-
ally respected throughout the commu
nity, His wife, Lydia Lesh, wasone
of the best women the Falls has ever
had,
Baptist church, and was widely known
for Ihe excellency ot her cooking. They
had four children : who was

She was an aclive member of the

Margaret,
| . " 4
imamed to John Porter ; David, who is

killed in battle during the civil war, aad
Charles, who died in 1870 soon after
attaining his majority, Margaret had
two daughters, Josephine the wife of
Edwin Singer, and Margaret who died
in hergirlhood. In the life of Philip
Lesh little but good could be found. A
faitbiul father and an
industrious and honored cilizen,

oy ,

- =

husband and

—Philip M. Dollard, than whom no
man was better known or more highly
respected at the Falls, was buried last
Thursday morning from his home, 2410
Clearfield street, Solemn Requinm Mass
wag celebrated in the church of Corpus
| Christi, 2zgth and Allegheny avenue.

| Mr Dollard was the only son of the
Jate Michael and Catherine Delaliunty
Dollard, He was reared at the Falls,
was a devoled son to his widowed
mother, bis father having died when he
wasa child. As a boy.he won many
{riends all of whom he retained tarough
through his manhood, Of a geninl dis-
position and blessed with moré than
prdinary intelligence his compainy was
always desirable, He was active in his
church and the different Catholic oraani-
zations connected with the church, As
a public speaker he had the happy
faculty of knowing what to say and 1
stop when he had said it

their only survivor; Philip, Jr., who was'

|

-I ﬁemibn was mﬁﬁ:{é@m issue

of the Chionicle of Charles Whalley:

Iwha at one time resided in the Jijtle

coltage on the Mifflin mansion property,
Like his father William and brother
Thomas he was a silk handkerchiet
printer in Simpson’s print works. and
was a jolly good fellow. Foratime he
was assistant foreman at the print works.
«Charley,”” as he was called, was a fine
locking man and of more than ordinary
intelligence, In politics he was a stieng
Democrat and served several terms as
an Alderman. He was an active mem-
ber of the Falls of Schuylkill Library
Assoctation and an Odd Fellow. He
used to tell of an experience Lie once
had with a carbuncle on the biceps of
his Jeft arm, a game was 1o be p'ayed
at Strawberry Mansion, he insisted on
taking part claiming he could pitch and

would let another bat for him, This
was agreed upon and the game s'arted.

The other side by tossing a cent, gol

the bat. Charley took his position 10
pitch and the first ball he pitched wal
struck by the batter and shot bacl
stiking Charley square on the carbun
cle, The game was stopped, othe
players cleaned the burst catbuncle with
their handkerchiefs, the arm was band.
aged and Charley resumed his part ever

(1o batling and helped to win the game
| It was,” he said, *‘the most painfu

blow | ever bad and had as much as |

could do 10 keep from fainting,'' Feu

men living here were better known or
more highly respected than was Charles
Whalley,

R R B8

—Mrs,” Christiann Whalley, /one of
the oldest and best khown residents of |
the Falls, died at the home of her son |
Thomas Whalley, 3411 Norih 135th
street, ol general debility, after a briel I
illness, Mrs, Whalley was the oldes
child of the late John and Elizabeth i
Shronk Burke, and was born an Christ-
mas Eve, 1830. In her early woman-

liood she was married to Thomas Whal.
ley, a silk handkerchief printer, who
died 33 years ago. Of their four chil-
dren, William, Charles, Elizabeth and
Thomas, the latter alone survives. Mrs,
Whalley was for more than halfa ceas,
tury a consistent member of the Baptist
lchurch here. She was widely known
'for her kindliness to those in sorrow orx
distrees, and was unusually well posted
in the history and traditions of the Falls,
She is survived by a brothes, John
Burke of Wissahickon, and Muys, Eliza-
beth Kelly of Roxborough, The funeral
was held Tuesday afterncon, when the
services were conducted in the Daptist
c¢horch by tbe Rev. Dr. Seasholes, and
were largely attended, Interment undes:
the direction of Undertaksr Charles L
was made in Leverington cemelery.

—A meeting ol the shareholders at |
The Bank of East Falls was held on
Triday evening in Qdd Fellows Hallj
to select a Board of Directors and 1o
arrange for the opening day inspection, '
From the names ol the stockholders
thete can be no doubt but what the
enterprise will be firmly established and
that it will prove a successs How the |

name came o be adopted no one seems
1o know, As there 13 no such place on
the: map as *“East Falls,'" the title
represents no locality, This village for]
more than a century known as The Falls/
of Schuylkill derived its name from Lhe;
patural fall in the river and by many |

|was for a time more properly called
| Schuylkill Falls,
| will not ivjure the successof the bank

The name, hnwever.l

v1a tose by anolher name would smell
as sweet.’”' Like its neighbor, the
Manayunk Bank, 1t will soon become a
great convenience lo the business men
in its vicinity, The shareholders elected
the following directors, all of whom are
well-known throughout the communitys
President, John Hohenade), First Vice-
President, William ], Benham. Second,
Vice-President, P. H. Kelly, Direciopss
Messrs. John W. Flanagan, Ernest E
Carwardine, Edward Delahunty, :"11:-"
Lain Watters, J. J. Donngily and
Richard Young.

. 2 X 5
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%aﬁan’z{ ghs lead-
ing article told of forty new dwellings
that are being erected on Queen lane
and Bowman street. With rows off
modern up-to-date homes to be had on
easy terms the owners of some of the
old houses may be led to either replicel
them with better buildings or have them.
remodelled. The building of these
houses means mose to the Falls than
the mere adding to the dwellings in the |
town. It means advancement, and will
prove a blessing 1o the place solong
neglected.

— Franklin W, Morison of Qmﬁ:"
lane, which seems to be a healthy place.
to live, will lomorrow, May 13 hecom:“
an octogenarian, He is a son of the
late Joseph and Mary Maorison, and wag
botn in the L extension ol lhe Scow
Mansion, Ridge aveoue below Qu:
lane, Friday, May 13, 1836, the same |
house in which your correspondent fiest!
saw the light of day, on Fnday, Oct
18, 1884. Mr, Morison is an autharity
on Building and Loan Associations and -
is also well posted on the local history
of the Falls in which he represents on’
of itg aldest and most honored Limilies
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—Il s smusing to bear it stews of
Passenger traing on the Norristown
branch of the Reading Railway call
out “East Falls” as the traing ap-
proach the local station. To those
who have known this place for years
the name is meaningless. The same
applics also to the local bank. Orig-
inally the little village along the
Fiver was known as Fort St. David, so
called from the club house of the
Welsh Society of St Davids, which,
prior to the Revolutionary war, stoad
near the east end of the Reading Rail-
way's stone bridge. After the war
the name of the settlement was chang-|
ed to Schuylkill Falls, after the na-
tural falls in the river, and later it be-

: y
| came changed to its present name,

Falls of Schuylkill. This name, until
1821, when the building of Fairmoung
dam meant something, as the dafd
was obliterated by the backing up
the water, the name of the tow,
meant only what had been, chplt
coming from a distance often ask o
be shown the Falls of Schuylkiff”
thinking the term still applies to the”
falls in the river With all these facts
the people would seriously object to
having any other name given to this
locality. The place, by the march of
city improvemems, is gradually losing
its identity, but owing ta the cermie-
teries to the south it will never he
completely obliterated, There are four
organizations that will likely perpety-
dte the old name, These are the Bap-/
tist, Methodist and Presbyterian
churches and  Falls of Schinylkill:
Lodge, No. 467, I, .0. L6 R

RRS
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¢, —Omne 8 the men wh resided hy
SIXLY OF HOTE years ago was Seb
tinn Gilbert. He, however._was-g:
erally known as “Boss John "
came here as a journevman or !
the late William Stehle, when the |
1er transferred his business to the ¢
Gilbert became propricior and one
the first things he did was to ing
duce the baking of pretzels, (e
sionally I was employed by him
Saturday afternoons 1o help ﬂun s
his enstomers on School lane, 1
memher the pleasant gatherings wh
I used 16 soe on the Yawn of Sam
'W:lg_mfr, Sr. There 1 first learned
know John Wagner, Samuel Waer
Ir, J. Vaughn Merrick and D. R
fey King and the Misses Wagner,
that happy group Samuel Wagner, |
i5 the sole. survivor, §
Gilbert conducted the bakery ve
giecesstully for several years, wh
tebile, dissatisfied with his eity ve
kire, veturned to the Falls, éﬂiﬂ
purchased _property on Lanchest
avende, a short distance from the ¢
Monument raid, where he conting
the business, o

| [“1B53,

J

—In last week's “Forecast” was un
It resting article on the centennial of
the starting of the chemical works of
Powers, Weightinan and Rosengar-
ten, @ reprint from  "“The Druggists’
Circular,” In the article mention is
made of the objection of the settlers
in_ the vicinity of Ninth and Parrish
Streets to the acid fumes. This objee-
tion led the firm, Powers, Weightman
and Harrison, to purchase property
here at the Falls, upon which the presg-

ent works were erected. As 1 read
the artiele 1 thought it strange that no
mention was made of George Leib
[ Harrison, who was 4 partner of
Thomas H. Powers and  William
Weightman from (he starting of the
works here in 1848 until the close of
It was throug_h Mr. Harrison
that the dwellings were ‘erected on the
hill for the accommaodation of the men
employed. He also had erected a
building in which was established a
week-day school and Sunday School
with a large room on the second floor
fitted up as a reading room and lib-
rary for the benefit of the employes,
The school and reading room were
continued as long as Mr. Harrizon
Wwas a member of the firm, but were
closed on the day of his retiring, De-
cember 31, 1853, My, Harrison took
a warm interest in the reading room
and regularly attended the Sunday
School, teaching a class of boys which
included your correspondent, Immed-
iately after Mr, Harrison's retirement
the school building was remodeled
into four dwellings and as such still
stands on top of the hill.

Read “The Chronicle and Advertis-

er'” weekly,
L 26 e

f, —T1 was asked a short time ago if 1
knew Peter McGregor, He was a na-
tive of Scotland, and one of the most
careful gnen regarding his appearance
I have'ever known. He came here in
the forties of the Jast century, and was
employed as a block printer in Simp-
son's silk handkerchief print works,
[Boon after James strest was opened,
in 1850, he crected two houses on the
Itop of the hill. The houses were con-
[structed so that four families could
‘Hve in them. He and his wife, Har-
iriet, Tived quictly together for a nume
ber of years, wlicn a son of a previous
marriage, Matthew McGregor, came
from Scotland and lived with them,
MeGregor 'was a staunch Democrat in |
olitics, and when Mayor Richard |
atx beeame Mayor of the city  he
appointed MeGregor a sergeant of po- |
lice of the Manayunk station. He was
& past master of the Raxboraugh
Lodge, Na. 135, F. and A, M., and in
1853 heélped to orgunize ay a charter.
member Falls of Schuylkill Lodge, No.
467, 1. 0. O, T, of which he became a
I Past Grand. Courteous in speech and
of a kindly dis osition, be made and
refaiged many friends. o _
- 2 - -] {. -!‘- .
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Shea he. stramgent thinge thit
F ol i
B wad (he success of u w
whom I atténded &chool down it the
alls of Sehuvlkill, He was ﬁs;{:ﬂy
u sgehoclinare ug ever wrote on a ghte,
was well up in ol kinds, of saports
kndwn in fhose days, and hud the hap-
BY fnenlte o pleasing everybody, und
Fot bhe was the most stupid p'nril 1
liave ever known, He minunsed to eary
o read. write and cipher, would heut
Josh Billings at spelling, hat had o
Fesiuprelension of #eography, history or
emar.  His patents wepe podr, hot
tried their best tn Lave him receive on
educativn, I often pitted bim when wo
woild standl up in front of the teach-
e platform o recite Our lesgons, He
| was always at the Lot of the oluss,
| When all the other boys wore ]am-\l
moted e 1eft selioal amg went Lo wbri-;|
i will, Al the Comrnencament of tllel
civil war, in 1861, he enlisted in (he
United Stares nayy for fops Yenrs, nftur
whicli lie spent mearfy a4 yoeur in tho
urmy. After the war He went to Verin-
soeainly, where lie investedl f i Moty
e had snved g farm, As gq farmer
lie was ay sreat g failtire as he wis jy
buoks. Two yvears fnter he wold the
tarm to ol speculators, taking purt of
the payment in stock. Later Lie hucaime
interested in irony gat into g steel con-
eern and shan hecame weslthy, Shoyld
YU gee his sitwatnre on  one of his
checks vou wonld thinlk o fly dipped in
ink bad erawled ovar the paper, Thatl
man  beosimie o winlti-milliongire  gid
SOL sig mwuch pleasure out of his thme-’
Sedre and ten years as atyone I' huve
ever known, With all his stivopsy hp
kapt to  lis bnxhinod Renernsity, and
Was done oup of 4 greiat many dollars
in lonning or giving to persons  who
gor 6ff their tafes of woa to him. Hea
nmrricd 4 pooy bt educatod wonmi,
who T think helped put o polisi| on
himself. The Ingt timea saw him Jie
Wils us mueh ke he wag when wa
SUY side Yy sido in sehonl, excopt that
Uik oli-timne agility bad dissppenred™ |

a,ﬁ,':{:;rx_u'ff}‘ :,.2{; ol :

—\With the newspaper tfain speeding
through the Falls in the neighborhood
of five o' clack every morning, tha sery-
ing of papers is fir different today than
At was fio years ago, About that lime
James Mills, the first local newspaper
carrier, became owner of the Ledger
route, which extended below North Pean
village and over to Nicetown, In order
t0 get the papers Mr Mills had to go
/down to the ol Tedger office at Third |
(ami Chestnut swreeis.  He Hiad a horse

and wagon, stablivg the horse in ihe .

tenpin alley that stocd on Ridge aven !
nearly opposite Calumet sueer, [k

sons and daughters assisted i semné
the papers, Today the papers are
brought 10 the railway station and the
Toute Mr. Mills served has been cut'u'ﬁ-‘
into a large number of routes, My,
Mills was one of the best citizens the
Falls has ever known, He came here
when & young man Jand carried oo hig
trade as a cloth finisher. He was one
of the: founders and mest liberal_sup.
Porters of the Metbodist church here.

‘For a number of yedrs he served us g
School Director when the 215t Ward
extended southward 16 Montgomery |
avenue. . ..

R &as |







	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 1
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 1
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 2
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 3
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 4
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 5
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 6
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 7
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 8
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 9
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 10
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 11
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 12
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 13
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 14
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 15
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 16
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 17
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 18
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 19
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 20
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 21
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 22
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 22a
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 22b
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 23
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 24
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 25
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 26
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 26a
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 27
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 28
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 29
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 30
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 31
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 32
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 33
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 34
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 36
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 37
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 38
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 39
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 40
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 41
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 42
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 43
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 44
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 45
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 46
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 47
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 48
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 49
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 50
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 51
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 52
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 53
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 54
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 55
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 56
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 57
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 58
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 59
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 60
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 61
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 621
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 63
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 64
	Chadwick Papers Vol. 5 Page 65

