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Momentous Event

@

' History To Be Celebrated This Year'

In American

People, in All Sorts of Professions, of All Political Beliefs,
and From All Walks of Life Being Called Upon io
Aréuse Great Wave of Palrmuc Interest

On the 17th of September, 1787, ¥

lone hundred and fifty years ago,
ta group of patriotic Amerieans
gathered around g table in IBde-
pendence Hall, Philadelphia, and
slgned (heir names to an immortal’
document—the Conslitution of the’
TInited States. They had lahored
incessantly and faithfully from the
‘preceding 25th of May, during &
ilong and hot summer, in order lo
‘construet the frame-work of a na-
| tional government anhd fo overcome,
[the 'dangers and shortcomings of
fthe existing Confederation. The ex-
iperiment of the Confederation had
proven g distipet failure. The
American colonies were like a bun-
dle of sticks unbound, They lack-'
ed cohesiveness and power. Out of
the mire of unecertainty and pos-
sible dissolution arose our present
Constitution, !

The importance of commemorat-|
ing this momentous event in Amer-
ican histury appeaied to Coungress
and an act was passed creating the
Constiturion Sesguicentennisl Com-
‘mission, with the President of the
|Unit-ec1 States as its chairman and|
the Vies President and Speaker of
the House of  Represantgtives as
‘gther members. Besides these ex-|
\officio members, the Commission is}
composed of five Senators, five
\Representatives, and five Presiden-
tia]l Commissioners. This Commis-
sion is already thoroughly organ-|
ized with Representative Sol Bloom
of New York as Director General
and with a compefent staff of his-
torical and other experts. An elab-
orate program has been outlined
and will be executed with careful|
atlention to every detail. '

The 'policy of the Commission
will be to conduct an educational
and dnformative eampaign. Tt must
he, and will be, thoroughly non- |
partisan; it must be nation-wide
in its scope. The Commission pro-
poses to extend ifs influence info
the smallest hamlet and cross-
roads, stimulating the interest in,
and the knowledge of, our charter

and liberty.

While the initial event of the
Besquicentennial Celebration will
|lbe held in Independence Hall,
‘hiladelphia, on  September 17,

1937, marking the 150th anniver-
sary of the signing of the Consti-
tution, this memorable date should
ke observed in every cily and town
in the United States, In the prepa-
rationg of the programs for appro-
priate ceremonies the Commission
wid aficrd the laregest degree of |
Lelfulness. In each locality there
should bhe a leadibg spirit to take
the initiative and instil info each
citizen the genuine enthusiasm
|necessary to make the pe.lgbmurm’

|appointed State

4 sueccess. .

The fact that the nation 1is
already responding heartily to the
patriotic sentiment which prompted
the creation of fhe Sesquiseenten-
nigl Commission is demonstrated
by the fact that 39 Governors have
Commissions or
Committees and fhe remaining|
nine States will undoubtedly soon
fall in line, i

| Signed Constitution |

"The Gominission confidently ex-
peets that during the next few!
|months a wave of popular interest
lin the formation of the Constitution
will sweep across fhe country. All
| lcgitimate means to increase this
interest will be emplayed—the pub~l
lication of an inexpensive book p're—
senting important historical i’acts\
newspaper articles, moving pietures |
illustrating dramatic cvents in con- '
nection with the framing of the
Constitullon, and impressive pag-
eants with picturesque features,
Contacts have already been made
with the heads of educational in-

In appointing this
personnel the respective GoVernors

THOMAS MIFFLIN ]
Who resided al the Falls of Schuyl-
kill, in September 1787, when, with
seven other Pe!mq’ylva.ma.ns he s;gned
the Constitntion of the United States.
The others were Benjamin Franklin,
Robert Morris (who after the KHevolu-
tion established a glass faclory at “‘the.
| Falls’’), George Clymer, Thomas Fitz-|
sitnons, Jared Ingersoll, James Wilson |
cand Gouverner Morris,
The 150th Anniversary of the qlgn.im;
of the great document will be eele-|
brated this year.

have chosen representativé men
whose keen Interest in celebrating
the formation of the Constitution
has already besn manifested in!
many ways. 1t is proposed to hold |
commemorative exercises in the
13 original States on the anmvel-}
sary dates of the rafification of|
the Constitution by those States
and in these exercises the State.
commissien or commitfee will ‘per-
| sonally ‘funetion, In other States|
‘they will be essential {o the success|
of the State celebration. Besides
the celebration on September 17,
two other great mnational com-
memorations are planned: One on
June 21, 1938 to mark the 150th
anniversary of the ratification by
New Hampshire, which, as the
ninth Stat a.mued the establish-
ment of the new povernment. The
other commemorations will recall
the inaugurs of Washington
j bushmmt Ip;t the

stitutions, both large and small, and
their cooperation has bheen secured,
Bar associations gnd kindred organ-
jzations haye also promised their
valuable nid in furthering fhe ob-
jectives of the Commission.

The nriginal manuscript of the
Tanstitution is encased in a shrine
in the Library of Congress #nd 15

! the \f[ecca of Whousands of American |
citizens.  Realizing, however, that
while many visit this shrine here
are millions 'to whom a Wip fo
Washington iz impossible, the Com-
mission will furnish plans for
lslandards to contain [aesimiles of
( the Constitution and fhe Declara- |
| tion of Independence and will fur-
inish the faesimiles to schools and
l]lhﬂl"l‘(‘l"'.b that construct the stand-
ards. It is beleived that when see-
tions remote from the natjonal
capital can offer the presence of

the Declaration of Independence,
the feeling of reverence for these
foundabions of our liberties will be
greatly increased.

all times to furnsh
which will be of agsistance in pre-|
paring programs for Stape and loeal |
celebralions. It believes thaf the
Lummcmul’ltmn of the Sesquicen-

S oA

tennial of the fmrmng ang forma-
tion of the Constitulich appeals to
every palnohr- heart ang Lhat the
150th anniversary of the signing of
lhe Constitution on the 17th of next
SBeptember will mark the beginning
of a series of events of great &ig-
nificance and lasting value,

The Commission has mnot, and
will nol at any time, mtroduce eon-
troversial subjects. It aims merely
lo inform the American people of
the way in which the Constitution
was ofiginally framed and finally
established.
vital importance of the Constifubion

facsimiles of Lhe Constitution and |

The Commission stands ready at|
information |

1t will emphasize the!

as the foundation upon which our
Government rests.
{to oyercome indifference o
| constitution and stimulate every-
where @ vital regard for lhe spirit
which animates (hat document,
The patriotic value of its work Wm
he inestimalyle,

It will endeayor !
the
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Thomas Drennan Recalled In
' Discussion Of Laurel Hill

First Superintendent of Cemetery Had an Interesting Ca-

=

reer. — Names of Early Workmen Brought Back in
Conversations Concerning Grave-Re-opening Case

Recent discussions concerning the
re-gpening of the grave of Mrs.
Henriefta. Garrett, in North Laurel

Hill Cemetery, brought back to the,

minds of seyeral Falls of Schuylkill
residents memories of Thomas!
Drennan, who was the first super-
intendent of the famed burial place
which lies between Ridge avenue
and the Schuylkill vriver, from
Huntingdon street northwest to the
Reading railroad {racks just above‘
Allegheny avenue.

Thomas Dreunan was born in
Queens County, Ireland, in 1793. He
came to the United States while
still a young man . and eventually
settled at the Falls of Schuylkill,

being employed for a number ofl

vears by members of the Scotl fam-
ily. He was (wice married; his firs
wife being Ellen Farren, to wlmm]
he was wed about 1834, and hy
whom he as the father of four chil-
dren, one daughter and three sons.,

While employed by Hugh Scott
(an early one by that name) Mr.
Drennan resided in a eottage which,
Wwas on what is now familiar as
Ferry road, at a point about where
the most eastern abutment of the!
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad bridge
is located.

Upon securing the charter  for

Laursl Hill Cemetery, which was in

1835, the first man to be hired was|

<Thomas Drennan. His duties were
multiple,

He was nof only thel
superintendent, but he was also the |
chief grave digger. He served, in
addition, as clerk and paymaster,
and the ledger in which he mada
fhe first entries when the initial in-
terment was made iz still in a fair|
state of preservation.

The first body interred by Dren=
nan was that of Mercy Carlisle,!
whose mortal remains were laid to|
rest on October 19th, 1836, |

Shortly after becoming superin-|
tendent Mr. Drennan moved with!
his family, which at that fime con-|
sisted of himself,” his wife, and ons
gon, Joseph, into the dwelling at
the left of the entrance to Taurel
Hill (opposite the present-day Del-|
(ahunty Marble ¥ard) where he re-
iSided for some time, afterward oc-
clipying what was once known as
“the Seminary building.” This struc-
‘ture received the name from the

fact that at one time, in early days,

priests of the Roman Catholic
faith . conducted a school for hoys
in the building, in which also were
held the first hely masses in the
Falls of Schuylkill, prior to estah-
lishment of St. Bridget's Parish.
The Seminary was near the rise of
the hill, not far from Clearfield
streel,- The building and the
,egg.spel. there, were torn down ab‘qut|
1885. .

When Mr. Drennan first assiimed,

‘these were Jeremiah Whalen, Ed-

‘garet Whalen, bore him five sons

‘Laurel Hill continued at his duties

e R

charge of the cemelery, the bur-
|ials, for a time, were few and far
between, and help was only hired
when an interment oecurred, with
fhe exception of young boys, who,
it is said, were employed at a small
stipend to chase the goats which
climbed up .Hugh Scott's gquarry
from runnhing over that portion of
the burial place which is centred
about the grave of Mrs. Garrett
today,

In a few years, however, the
fame of Laurel Hill spread, and it
became one of the sights of the
city, where visitors from out of
town were brought to see “the fin-
est cemetery in the world” Then,
of. ecourse, the working force was
gradually inereased,

Among the first to be employed
by Mr. Drennan were: Thomas L.
Thompson, John Murphy, Thomas
Drennan, John Curtis, John Con-
‘way, Patriek Farren, Daniel Dren-
(an, James Dollard, Robert Gaston,
|dohn Dougherty, James Martin, and

Mary 8. Collins, the duty of the |

[1atte being fo notify the superin-

o Al

tendent of the approach of a fun-|

eral cortege, by tolling a bell. She
resided at the home of the super-
infendent,

In the year 1848, the Harleigh
property, with its famous old yellow
mangion, was acquired by the com-

pany and the new section was|

named South Laurel Hill. The old
house was left standing for some
years, but was finally torn down to
make room for additional graves.

Buperintendent Drennan was giv-
en charge of the new ground and
other men were émployed to do the
work which it required. Among

ward Delaney, Michael Nolan, and
Michael Dollard, over whom John
Dunn was made foreman.,

Mr. Drennan's second wife, Mar-

and one daughter. These were
Catherine, Thomas, Jerome, Ed-
ward, Michael and William.

This ‘early superintendent of

until his death, on July 16th, 1857,
at which time he was 64 years of
fage,

fi Upon his deagh, his eldest son,
Joseph, who had long assisted his
father, was appointed superintend-
ent of North Laugel Hill, and John

{Dunn was delegatéd as superinten-

dent of South Laurel Hill.

[l It was not until 1863 thalt the
cemetery company  acquired the
(Pepper property, and named il Cen-
tral Laurel Hill, over which John
Hart became superintendent. M.
Hart, however; Leld the job only
rabout one year, when he was sueg-

leepded by J.ameﬁ_.ﬂmal_l, ol Ger-

tained the confidence and esteem of
lils. employers and the men who
labored under his direetion, He re-
gided In the old mansion in fthe
portion of fhe graveyard under his
supervision, until his death in 1872,
in which his son and two daugh-
ters remained until 1876, when it
was torn down., One of Mr, Dunn's
daughters, Mapggie, married g man
named Fitzpafrick, of West Mana-
yunk. John Dunn, Jr, sucteeded
his fathef as superititendent of
Soubh Laurel FEllL \
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FBaptists First To
OrganizeA Church
In Falls Vi]lagfeﬂ-

Held Prayer Meetings, as,

Early as 1821, in Homes
of Neighborhood

CONSTITUTED 1IN 1838

Other Groups of Different
Religious Tenets Followed

in Rapid Order

Doubts seem to have arisen in
the minds of some residents of the
Falls of Schuylkill regarding which
is the oldest religious organization
in the community.

The honor, according to all avail-
able facls must go to the Baptists

Dr. William Smith, an Episco-
palian divine, who was the initial
provost of the University of Penn-
sylvania was probably the first

churchman to reside in the « vicin-
ity, but it was Rev. Horatio Gates
Jones, of the Roxborough Baptist
Church, who in 1810, did the first’
‘eva;n_ge_lic' work at “the Falls”, Af-

ter Mr. Jones came Rev. Robent
Crompton, who continued his la-
bors until about one year after the
Baptist: Church was constituted in
in 1838. So this church will observe
‘l-ts centennial next year, being the
| first to reach the 100-year mark.
Baptist. prayer meetings were
held during 1821 in the home of
Mrs. Margaret Roberts, in an old
row of stene dwellings which for-
merly stood beside the West River
Road, nsar the ‘Stole Railroad
Bridge. This particular home was
demolished ‘at the time the rails
road bridge was erected, but regs
ular services were held in lhe afa
terncon and evening i anothef

these meetings were Sarah McGlel
lan and Abn. Hansell, who  hacl
Leen members of Blockley Bhptist
Chureh. What is tiow West
mount Park, including the

area

ound. Chamounix, was then in



‘ton ‘und Joseph Kennard are listed

mgthaﬂ&pﬁatpr eachers atl

Blockiey diring that period.
__Abotit the same time a young
man of Irish birth, Hugh Gilmore,
live.” with his parents near the
Third M:ilestnne on  Ridge road,
which was about Lehich avenue.
He had a medical education and
attended the Blockley Church.
He took a warm interest in the
prayer mestings at the Falls and
alsg an active! part in them. -

Meetings were also held in the
home of a Mrs, Rice, on Scott's
lane, and still other gatherings
took place at the home of Mrs,
Sarah McAdams, on the Old Ford
Road, in West Falls, and in that of
Mrs, Susan Garrett, near the|
Schuylkill river, on the same.road.

In 1835 Willilam Simpson, the
proprietor of the Washington Print
Works, a silk and calico printing
plant which once occupied prac- |
tically all of the ground between'
the Falls and the Stone Bridges,
and back to the heights of Cha-|
1m0fun1x, who was a faithful Bap-|
tist, came to the Falls to dwell.

Simpson soon became active in
the Baptist meetings and spent a
‘great deal of time visiting and ex-
couraging the few scattered Bap-
tist families fhen to be found in
the neighborhood, Meanwhile,
meetings had taken on a more
public form, and were held in the
Dld Academy on Indian Queen
lane, a structure which had been
erected by public funds after the!
land had been donztad by the son
and daughter-in-law of Dr. Wil-
llam Smith. The Old Academy is
still standing.

Among the pioneers preachers at
the Old Academy were Rev. Hora-
tio Gates Jones, Robert Crompton,
Lalsing Burrows, Thomas Winters,
D, D. of Roxborough, Charles
Tucker, and a Mr, Gleddel.

Hugh Gilmore's 2eal for the
cause continued and in 1838 he,
with Mr. Simpson, began to plan
for the establishment of a reeular
Baptist Church at the Falls of
Schuylkill.

And then, on June Tth. 1838, the
people of the congregation met in|
the Old Academy, anbd constituted
as a church, having a charter
membership of 17 persons.

The congregation continued to
worship, inn thé Old Academy until
March 21st 1852, when what s’
known as I‘el];om&hip Hall of the!
preseni church, on Indian Queen
lane above Ridge avenue, was [irst
occupied,

Other congregations
tenets, followed rapidly.

St. James the Lesg P, E. Church
dates back to 1846; the Falls M. E.
Chureh, which began with home
lmeetings similar to the Baptists,‘
yir 1837, became & regular consti-
itued chureh; in 1851; St. Bridg‘ef,s

[Church  following shortly aftér-

ward; then the Preshyterian, Grace|
Reformed; Lutheran Church of the:
Redeemer, and the Episcopal
Ohurch of the Good Shepherd fol-
loving in affer years. The Park
CD.“ﬁl‘&gatlDﬂal Church, at Midvale
avenue and Mchch.ael street; was
fivst occupied by the Church of
Good Shepherd, which afterward
@;&d to a new siructure on Osk

of <¢ther/

that had been puilf as a”

‘mamorial o members of the Brawn
pad dil! 1v0

. el

11796‘ Letter Reveals Fulton
 As‘Speed Demon’ on Canaﬂ

Plwla Rec

ong ff/z???.‘sg
Steamboat Inventor Wrote Pennsylvania Governon

He Was Confident of Making 6 M. P. H. in Trans- |

continental N avigation System.

A letter written In 1796 by Robert
Fulton, famed steamboat inventor,
has been dizcovered in Philadelphia,

It reveals that Fulton—before his
Clermont sailed up the Hudson
rriver—was interested in canal navi-

Ega.tion. He claimed to have invent-
‘ed a ‘“system” for navigation of
(emall eanal boats in mountainous
ccountry without locks,

His letter, roughly outlining the
|gystem, was written from London
to Thomas Mifflin, then Governor
of Pennsylvania. Tt asks Miflin to
| help him obtain “exclusive rights of
| vending and applying” hlE ‘aystem”
.in the “"American States.”

Found in Vaulis,

|
{
|
i

his canal invention, and told Govs
ernor Mifflin it would make pns]
gible trans-continental naviga.tlon
by canal at a speed of six miles
an hour,

Pictured Prosperity,

“I have also a plan for forming
Canal to penetrate from the Marts
of trade to the Interior Country,”™
Fulton wrote. “On Such a Cheap
and Systematie Principle, that ons
Ton of Grain or other Material
May be Conveyed From Fort Pit
to aynny other point distant 3 or
400 miles to Phila. for 21 Shillings)

“This consequently will draw
fourth the Produca of the Remofs
Countries, Give energy 1o the Peo-
ple, Encourage Population and
Stamp a Value on every Acre of

Fulton's letter was discovered | Greund,”

by J. V. Hare, secretary of the
{Reading Company, in the vaults
|of the company, Apparently it has
lain there since .the Reading ac-
guired” the old Seéhuylkill and Sus-
i%é.lg;z‘:'hzulma. Navigation Company in

I Hare found, with the Fulton let-
ter, another 'missive written by
BenJamIn West, the artist, who was '
lin London with Fulton. His letter |
also was addressed to Governor
Mifflin as an introduction of Fulton.
Fultcm wrote enthusiastically of |

MIFFLIN SCHOOL OPENED
FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION

Residents of East Falls Take

Advantage of Opportunity to

Examine Recently Erected Building While Attending
Home and School Association Meeting

Hundreds of residents
Falls took full advantage of their
first opportunity of going t.hrouih
the mew Thomas Mifflin
School, at Midvale avenue and
Conrad streef, when it was thrown
open for inspection last Thursday
night.

From 7.30 until 10.30 there were
a constant stream of sight-seers
promenading through the corridors
and into the class rooms, meeting
the teachers, and examining the
up-to-the-minute provisions made
by the Board of Education for the
most efficient training of the chil-
dren of the neighborhood, in this
school which is said to be the
finest elementary educational cen-
tre in the country.

. Exercises were heid in the audi-
forium, at 9 o'clock, at which time
Harry B, Binkin presided. Dr,
JIsrael Galter, prineipal of the
Mifflin Schcol, delivered a short
address of welcome to the parents
of school children, and their friends,
in which he stressed the importance
of a vlose liaison »etween the home
and the school A splendid vocal
program was provided by the East
Falls Mized Choius, under the
dimﬁon of _Joseph Smith, Dma-ld

of East MacKenzie, baritone, was the solo-

ist of the evening, and Mrs. Mar-
garet Moon was at the piano,

The selections rendered by the
Chorus, included, “Song of The
Vikings”; “Little Old Lady”; “Oh,
Italin”; “Granada”; “Good Night
Beloved”; and “The Niades'™

A friend of the school made the
presenfation of an old newspaper,
dated January 21st, 1800, which
reads “At about four o'clock yester-
day morning, at Lancaster, after a
short illness, in his 57th year, died
THOMAS MIFFLIN, former gover-
nor of this state; a man who de-
voted a great parg of his life to
public service. In May 1776 he was
chosen by Congress as Brigadier-
General; and in October 1788 the
citizeng of Pennsylvania elected him
overnor of this state, which office

also held, through successive
efedtions, until the expiration of
the termis limited by the Constitu-
tion, and he was no longer eligiple
for re-election. (May God bless his
ashes.)” With a picture of Gover-
nor Mifflin, and one of his home at
the Falls of Schuylkill, the news-
paper was suitably framed.

The formal dedi.ca.tmn of
Ischool will take place next fa’
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WAS IN COMMAND

W. KIRK WYATT
Chief Construction Engineer, of
the Reading Railroad, who was in
general charge of the erection of
the Terminal Commerce Building,
at Broad and Callowhill streets.

Had Charge
Of Erecting
Big Structure

W. Kirk Wyatt,"Falls Boy,
Led Engineérs on Termin-
al Commerce Building

PARENTS LIVE HERE

Attended Old “Forest” and
“Central Manunal”
Schools

To have had general charge of
erecting one of Philadelphia’s larg-
est commercial structures, is an
honor and responsibility, which fell
on the shoulders of one of East
Falls’ own sons.

W. Kirk Wyatt, son of Mr, and
Mrs. Willlam Wyatt, of Ainslie
street, who was born and reared in
this loeality, was the construction
engineer in charge of the erection
of the Reading Railroad Company’s
Terminal Commerce  Building,
which is now ready for occupancy,
at Broad and Callowhill streets,

The striking festures of the struc-
ture are not alone its  size, 12
stories high and covering an area
of 113,700 square feet, housing a

" freight- terminal, warehouse floors

‘and a large amount of office space,
¢ but. also the fact thaf it is located
in the heart of the ecity on the
city’s most prominent street.

Here shippers over the Reading
may have their offices, warehouse

-areas, assembling plants, etc., all in
the same building, in the main busi=

ness district, with elevator connec-

tion to a modern freight station.

The mnew building, which Iis
among the largest reinforced con-

'erete buildings in the country, and
which, at the same time, employs

steel girders of unprecedented size

in building construction at its
second and third floor levels, is
called the Terminal Commerce

Bullding and fronts on N. Broad
street, four blocks from the City
Hall in ' the business center of
' Philadelphia. It occupies the entire
block bounded by Broad streef on
the west, 13th streef on the east,
Callowhill street on the south and
Noble street on the north, except
for a portion along the north side
of the block, oecupied by two main
tracks of the Reading at subway
level.

Kirk Wyaft, as he is known to

hundreds in fhis section, attended
the old Forest School—mow the

|Samuel Breck School—and after-
ward matriculated at the Central
Manual Training School, then lo-
cated af 17th and Wood streets.
Later he entered the engineering
department of the PRT, and finally
the technical pla)ming offices of
| the Reading Company, on October
117, 1909, as & rodman for the resi-
dent engineer of Philadelphia. He
was promoted to chainman

on Feb-

riiavy 1sb, 1910, ané to levelinan dan
5@3‘ 19th, 1910.

“During 1910 and 1911 Mr. Wyaﬁl
was placed in charge of fleld work
in eohnection with the construction
of the Port ‘Reading CIEGSGunE'I
piant, at Port Reading, Pa.

The following year he was tt‘ans-[
ferred to Lhe architect's office, as
‘an inspector and had varied ex-|
perience in laying out new con-
glructions and in making plans in
the office. On August 1, 1814,
Wyatt was premoted to Janﬁit.man
apd worked on surveys and design
fer numerous bridee repaclements
on the Reading System, and on
July 10th, 1918, he was transferred
to the Valuation Department, duing
inventory work on bridges.

On July 1st, 1917, Mr. Wyatt was
transferred back fto the Engineer=
ing Department lg take charge of
the field office during the con-
struction of the Columbia Avenue
Bridge over the Schuylkill river, In
Fairmount, Park.

He workeéd on the elimination of
he. grade erossings at Washington
tane, Jenkihitown, Glenside, Bridge-
port, Souderton, Sellersyville, Potts-
town, on the North Broad street
station of the Reading 'road, for-
nierly known as Huntingdon sfreet;|
at the Camden Terminal, and on

“bridges at Thorofare, near Atlantic

City.

On January 1st 1929, Mr. Wyatt
was appointed Construction Engin-
cer, of the Reading Company. He,
with his family, make their home
at Lansdale, Pa.
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‘Th was hile Arm that 2id s sroes heritance, U
WOtk on the new Wapamager BOHEIEN —and Thouvs A, Edison said genius
At Mo, 1 Broad st, and ke ol olijs ‘2 per cenl. Inspiration and 98 per
the Glrard Trust Bullding, Ths fird cent, perapiration.”
now is working on the mew Pennsyl As for the Kellys nnd the Movleys,
vania Railroad terminal. Dr. Kelsey said the two families might
Where the Kellys had to seek thel be almost identical from a sociologi-
own means of education, (he Morley cal standpoint. >
were bornn  with every facility a Sons of both families, he said, In-
hand. Their father was Frank Mor herlted valuable fraits from their par-
ley, a college professor =ince 1887 'Thi ents, racial or otherwise, And every
elder Morley was born in  Suffell son in the two families was [(ortu-
England, and educated at Kings Coli nate enough to find environment fa-
lege, Cambridge. varable to development—the Kellys in
Came Here in 1888, toll and In strong, sensible and re-
He served as ipstructer at Batll spected parents, and the Morleys in
College tintil 1888, when he laft Eng! hard study and learned parents.
land to accept the chair of mathe Deht o Heredily,
matics at Haverford, In 1800 he as| 'All of us owe something to hered-
cepted the post as professor o {ty,” said Dr. Kelsey, “though there
malhematics. at the Johns HoOpKi are two schools of thought on the
in Baltimore. He is author of severa subject—one =zlressing beredity and
works on mathemalics, the olher environment, But both
Frank Vigor Morley, the eldest so |agreu: that a large measure of re-
was born at Haverford shortly afta sponsibility for success or failure lies |
Jhis parents arrived from HEoglend. Bein the ndividual's training.
|pecame n student ab Haverlord Opill “The preavest arilsts are the men
| lege, later entering Jolins Hopking who work the bhardest. Paderewski
where, in 1919, he won & Rhode| still practices five or six hours a day.
acholarship from Maryland, after in| All the great men practice unceas-
terrupting his studies to serve in thi Ilngly."

a - nE Ay ca - L -~ L
fhfld te develop its. 2N
= result ofttlmes s genitis { &~ n \

irleys Proves
‘o Net Success |

war. In 1923 he received hiz Ph. D
dt Oxford. He married and remaine
| in England, later becoming directol
|of Faber & ¥Faber, Inc, publishers
| London.

He 15 author of “Travels In Easl
Anglia," “Dora Wordsworth' and othet
works.

Born at Haverford,

Christopher Maorley also was born
in Haverford. He attended Haverford
and won his Phi Bela Kappa kKey and
later a Rhodes scholarshlp from
Pennsylvania. On his refurn from Ox-!
ford he engaged in editotial work on
magazines in New York and Phila-
delphia.

From there he shifted to newspaper
work, produecing in his spare time
some of his best books, There was a
legend later to the effect that he was
dismliszed from hls job on =& local
newspaper for Incompetence—a Tafe
he is said to have welconied with re-
liad.

Among his better known works are

Behind the success of the Kellys
and the Morleys lies ambition, which,
according to Dr. Kelsey, is suggested
by environment. But ofttimes, he
admitted, things go awry.

“And,™ he observed, ‘“there iz a
temptation among many of us fio
think we might have done better in
some other calling.” |

Move fto Philadelphin,

John H, Kelly, father of the Kelly
hoys, came to the United States as
an Irish immigrant, with his wife,
who was Mary A, Costello. Both were
from Mayo.

They settled first in Vermont, mov-
ing some years later to Philadelphia,
Kelly settled at Falls of Schuylkill
and became an Insurance agent, He
was strict, but mot harsh, with his
children, and insisted that each of
his sons learn a trade.

Patrick Henry—“P. H."—fhe eldest |}

son, lett school at the age of 11 and

went to work in the old Dobson car- |G

pek iil as helper to =a fapestry

After several years In the |

Savant’s off spring,:

Rhodes

Scholars,
Carve Careers " in

“In the Sweet Dry and Dry,’ "Tray. printer.
els in Philadelphta,” “Kathieen' and milll he left and hfaf,,ipﬁfﬁff“;idbg‘f

“The Haunted Bookshop." He Was €O i urickiafer s it grew sitvs

author of the stage hit “Three's
Crowd.” A few years ago he scored
success by reviving old melodramas 11
Hobcken,

Felix Muskett Morley, the, young
est; was born ai Haverford in 1894
Like his brothers, he received his edu
cation at Haverford and malntalne
family tradition by winning a Rhode
scholarship,

He started his practical career as

ing to take a post as press correspon-
dent at Washington, In 1922 he bed
came member of the editorial staff o
the Baltimore Supn. Later he w™it tg
the Far East as a newspaper corre-

reporter on the Publlic Ledger, resigng

eame interested in the labor move-
ment that was sweeping the country,
and some vears later he was touring
the cotnhtry as a nationsal organizer,
I 1905 friends entered his name 1n
a contest to select the "most popular
man In Philadelphia.” He was the
winner and recipient of a #5000 prize.
With that he went into business.
Becomas Contractor,

Soon, he became one of the fore-
mest building contractors in the clty.
He bullt the new Publle Library, the
new Capitol at Harzisburg, the Elks’
Building, Broad and' Wood sts, and
more than & score of public schools

Literary World.

the "best in the profession.” Since
then he has remalined in hiz brother's
concern. He is married and has two
children.

The youngest is John Bernard Kelly
—Jack of rowing fame—who ob-
tained his start as & caddy at the
Philadelphia Country Club and then
£8 a bricklayer under the tutelage of
his elder brothers. Eager for tearning,
he went to nlght school. Later he
came o specialize in measonry.

and churches. He is married and the

Between times he was a lecturer pn father of eight chiidren, P
political soience and 1828 saw him in  Walter Costello Kelly, the “Virginia
Geneva as director of the Geneva of- Judge. started out as & boy in l.he.'
fice of the League of Natlons Asso- carpet mills, where he learned the
ciation ifi the United States, He now irade of machinist. In 1908 he left| !
iz in Washington as member of the Philadelphia and went fo Newporl
Bled il s aition. e s wutol BINE, K ] TS ira dhe Gl
of 4| BUH. Koy (in polities and Was :

I (ot iyl drawl that was t?_ make hls__roriéu&q.

; enviconment (hil pwide e orin a few yemys Tie WAS olie O L
celebrated bullder, 8 cv t | WoWD's foremost citizens, and became
George (center) came alens 5C popular Lhﬂétﬂ hesﬁﬁ.smi:dl?{;ad :c;
Wit the Pulitzer Prize as  tun for Congress. : _s.nkl
wright. Walter  Kelly (i blood" was used &5 a campalgn lssue
right) searcely needs  futvod agalnst him. Southerners defeated 5
Ui a& “The Virginia .]m'[g,,-_.l

Hard work gave him a powerful
frame, but he still had plenty of
energy for his fayorite pastime of
rowing on the Schuylkill, As menber
of the Vesper Boat Club he hecame
one of the best-known athletes in the
warld. Today he holds more sculling
and stroke-oared records than any
oarsman in history,

For seven or eight years Kelly
reigned as acknowledged champion
oar'sman of the world., In 1020 he
won the Olympie championship at
Antwerp, and during the same meet
captured the doubles championship
with his cousin, Paul Costello.

In 1924 Kelly and Costello won the
Olyinpic doubles championship at
Amsterdam, He won the national|
single seulls champlonship in 1919
ald 1920, at both a quarler of a mlle

atid o oaalle padl pae-guarpier,

Dyove an Ambulance,
| Dhring the. war he drove an aimbii-
loman in Frange and was cited for al
renmission wrlies Lhe anmistice Intei |
Cvened.. Now nod Hhen he gele out oo
B S byt Phttadelphis

spondent,

b RIS frievds 1.

aeaye the compsiny A B0
own plays In vaudevilié,  Audlenjed]
liked Lhem, foo, and brought him
such popularity that be could affaud
¢ engage private tutors. For iwo
ears his work was Interrupted while
18 served as & doughboy in France,
On his returnn he' advanced [roni
aylets to plays. and, after several
iccesses, came “Cralg’s Wife;” which
on the Pulitzer Prige In 1923 and

rought him world fame., Another aof
e Crubsbauding Lits wes Lo Blow s

. He s now in Hollywood, a
sachelor llke the “Virginia Judge”
Next comes Charles Vincent Kelly,
“the worker of the family,” ‘the
brother tao whom the others at-
tribute much of the helpfulness that
urged them on to success. He, too,
started oltf as a boy in the carpet
mill, and in his youth was regarced
ag a champion runner, high Jwumper

internationnl vaudeville celeb Maa.nwhilel hedhad pu;gﬁii‘;?n th:
Lower left ie Clhristepher Mo Stcan. el e I g]. Lol
Hot.  eaEav il ShrwiEh thriving business, The defeat kille
pOet,  essavist,  playwright | g5 interest in the town, and in 1815
cotmnist, son of a famons mal L. _ g aut and went to New York.
Y] .\{m ll‘ll"_'\'- NOLed nsi His tulent at l]lin.llcl’!" wan recugnlbl(‘}n
ﬂlﬂlh‘"l_ﬂ.l- perhaps, i Jack K ong pefore long he ‘was in vandeville:
(lower right), who ruled for y He had found his niche, and soon was|
as ;mdlspulm] champlion: Of | feadither. He toured the wodd
world. and still Is a headilner. He mnever
married.
and a hasketball player of mal The next 15 Gearge Kelly, who
renown. He was retiring by 1 started out ax a draughteman's ap-
and remained close to home, prentice in the Pencovd Iron Works.
As 8 buginess, Charles 100 He was a wizerd st methemeatios, even
bricklaying and scon became o

TR T e
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Strange Parallel of Ke": ys and
Heredity and Envzronment Combine

IS

+

5 Sons of Immigrant

. Achieve Fame in
Business, Thealer,
and Athletics.

By WILLEAM C. DRISCOLL

OCIOLOGY put the Xellys and
S the Morleys under tThe micro-
scope vesterday—and found that
"2 per cent. inspiration plus P8 per
cent. perspiration” still equals genlus.

All Phlladelphia knows the Kellys—
Jack, the champion ocarsman; George,
the playwright; “P. H,;" the builder;
Walter, “the WVirginia Judge,” and
Charles, athiete and builder—five fa-
‘mous and successiul brothers.

They are sons of an Trish Immi-
grunt, a hard-working father of lim-
ited means and little education, yet a
man of strong character and inherent
good sense,

The Morleys are three—-——Chrlstopher,
Felix and Frank V., all widely-Enown
and successiul authors and writers.
All of them achieved Rhocdes Scholar-
ships.

They are sons of an erudite college
professor, Frank Morley, former pro-
fessor of mathemalics at Swarthmote
and Johns Hopking, and one of the
leading mathematicians in the Unifed
States.

And what does this prove?

"Merely this'” said Dr. Carl Kelsey,
professor of sociology at  the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, “that hered-
ity defermines what a man MAY be-
comne, bBuy environment defermines
what be WILL become.

Result 1s Genlus,

T A child may erit price=|
: Cfrom s p&tjuéh‘;! ¥
ihey.

as A boy. and In connectlon with his
work in the mill he atiended Frank-
lin Imstitute. st night. He studied
voraciously, specializing in English
and forelgn languages, and, after sev-
eral years “at the board he opened
a whml of a!.acutlon Here.

thal e = wravilated
Wiite i

Muori
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INDUSTRIAL GROUP

Young Women's Christian Association
of Falls in Need of Funds

Canvas to Raise Money for Further Good Work

This Sunday folders presenting in-
teresting statistics of the Falls branch

. the Young Women's Christian Ags-
sociation will be distributed in all the
churches of the town.

A glance at the report of the money
condition of the local branch will
make apparent the sore need of funds
for the Association to finance the op-
erating expenditures. Two thousand
dollarg have been borrowed te meet
the current expenses to November ist,
when the new liscal year begins, This
means that at the year's close the As-
gociation will have a deficit of $2000,
which must be carried into the new
period. The estimated total expendi-
tures for the coming year are $6,415;
the total receipts are $921. A differ-
ence remains of §6204, to whilch must
be added the borrowed $2000, the total
Leing $7294. This last amount must
e raised if the work of the local
branch is to continue.

For a more detailed study a reprint
is made of the budget of the TFalls
branch for the year from Novemper 1,
1915, to November 1, 1916:

THE FALLS BRANCH
Budgat for Year from November 1,
1915, to Movember 1, 1916.

l:iousa' nght heat, telephmw

and INBUTANCS . vvaveeseos $1420.00
EHBBE . v s v sns e man s 710.00
Bducational work (includes
executive salaries) ,....... 2,400.00
Extension Department ...... 80600
Socli] Department-. o.ovoegs oo 10000
Membership Commitiec ..... 6.00
DEVOLIONA) . .oviceinsessrns o 25.00
Junior Department .......... 10.00
Prinbiag . ousiseecmsiseva vae 12600
Repaitn 20T s R vk 200.00
Summer work ........ R ! 00,00
Budgetl 6XDense: v s nvasae 12800
Nutional research and train-
30 T 3| R P W RN 239.00
Total expenditures ........$6,215.00
‘Total receipts ... .00 oaias D200
Budgat difféerence . ... ... $5,204.00
Borrowed current expunss& to !
November 1, 1815 ., ....... 2,000.00
Sum to be raised .......... $7.294.00

Now the work of the Young Wom-
en’s Christian Association musl con-
tinue for it is concerned with teh wel-
fare of human beings; girls who are
trained physically, mentally and
morally; preserved from ewvil infu-
ences; prepared for dulies after ma-
turity; taughi lheir relations in so-
eciety—ull under @ careful supervision.
The reporl of Lhe local branch lately

issued states clearly what the Young |

Women's Uhrigtian  Assoclation is in
the following lunguage:

“The Association is the channel
through which girls and women are
worhmg with olher girls and women

ward & common end—physical, in-
tellecma.l spiritual and social develop-
ment. It recognizes tlie possibility of
this in every girl and woman. It ex-
iats not for any particular group, but
for the whole community, believing
that the best results can be obtained

by drawing with a common interest”

those engaged in differcnt occupa-
tions. To the churches not equipped
for that purpose it opens a door of
oppertunity for institutional worlk.”

The Assceidtion privileges, says Lhe
piumphlet, are:

“A1l women and girls of this vicinity
(which includes nearby seclions) and
parents of members, are cordially in-
vited to make use of the reading and
rest rooms of Lhis Association, to at-
tend the Mothers' Meetings, the Sun-

r

day Vesper Meetings, the Bible
(Clugses, and certain entertainments to
which & general invitation shall be
given,

“Members of the Association are
privileged, in addition to the above,
to join the Association classes, to
draw books from the library, to at-
Lend the social functions, and to use
[re rooms (by special appointment)
fur entertaining their friends.”

T'hus may be seen what the Associa-
tion is and the purposes for its exist-
ence, The Association conducts a
number of activities,
peing religious, educational, Including
English, arithmetic, elocution and
t'rench; there is a domestic arts de-
partment, where are taught dress-
urtking and millinery; a4 department
for household scicnce, for the art of
cookery and a physical department,

empracing gymnastics, swimming,
basketball, first aid to Injured and
self-help.

That the Association has been of in-

estimable benefit to the daughters of
nunmierous futhers and mothers can be

attested. And the good effect has been

30 general that the Falls and vicinity
can certainly feel convinced that past
investiments in promoting the inter-
@818 of the girls have produced most
extraordinary dividends of character.
C'guld there be anything better than
making such investments in girls?
such investments from which are
gained a satisfaetion of mind and soul
that our daughiers are being kept
from stray paths? BSuch investments
which support an enterprise having

for its purpose the ennobling of our |

voung - womanhood? Will any one
gainsay the statement that greater
sueh invesiments in girls should be
made? Can you not see that any
amount in such investment is infini-
wwaimal compared to the resulls ob-
tained? Then what will you do?
Beginning next Monday, November
1st, and continding for one week, a
budget campaign will take place to
meet the standing deficit and secure
financial support for a year's work., A
commitiee ig already at work select-
ing teams of workers who will can-
viass the PFalls, Manayunk, Rexbor-

some of those

vugh, Wissahickon and Bala to raise

the regulred amount. They will ask
the support of “every business man
and resident (of the communities),
who recognizes the power of the As-
doeiation and believes in the purposes
ind ideals which il aims to perpetu-
11 Ve
Statistics of the Local Branch,

Taral meimbershlp, 'Oct. 15, 1915, . T42
Weekly classes (Senlor) J....... 24
Weekly classes (Junior) .....o... 14
Senior enrollment ........ ey 304
Junior enrollient .. .oow e im s 145
Mothers' Meeting, ¢lub members, 127
Number of elabs Ll i deass e AL
Number of club members ....... 148
Cost to Maintain This Work.
For salaried officers, heat, light,

telephones, repairs, equipment, office
expenges, nearly $500 per month, or
56000 per year,

Membership dues and class fees
bring in about $1000 a year. The rest
mus! be raised by subscriptions of in-
leresied friends, A large number of
regular annual subseriptions, from §1
‘o 5100 are needed.

Officers, Falls Branch.
Mrs William I. MclLean, chairman.
Mrs, Richard Norris, vice chairman,
Mrs, M. A. Ferris, recording secre-
tary.
Miss Mary E. Wilkinson, treasurer.
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INDUSTRIAL GROUP

Young Women's Christian Association
| of Falls in Need of Funds

Canvas to Raise MoIey—for Further Good Work

This Bunday lolders presenting in-
teresting statistics of the Falls branch

- the Young Women's Christian As-
socidation will be distributed in all the
churches of the town. »

A glance at the report of the money
conditioh of the local branch will
make apparent the sore need of funds
for the Association to flnance the op-
erating expenditures. Two thousand
dollarg have been borrowed to meet
Lhe current expenses to November 1st,
when the new fiscal year beging, This
means that at the year's close the As-
sociation will have a deficit of $2000,
which must be carried into the new
period. The estimated total expendi-
Lures for the coming year are $6,215;
the taotal receipts are $921. A differ-
ence remains of §5294, to which must
be added the borrowed $2000, the total
being $7284. This last amount rmust
be raised if the work of the local
braneh is to continue.

For a more detailed study a reprint
s made of ihe budget of the Falls
branch for the year from Novemper 1,
1915, to November 1, 1916:

THE FALLS BRANCH
Budget for Year from November 1,

: 1915, to November 1, 1916.

House: Lighl, heat, telephone

and insurance ........... ++$1420.00
Bften i e T i 710.00
BEducational work (invludes

executive salaries) ..... : 2,400,00
Extension Departmeni ....,. 80500
Bocinl Department ... ... ... L00.00
Membership Commitles ... .. 6.00
7 A T e 35,00
Junior Department , ........, 10.00
ERIEIE o s ST TAru T g s 125.00
Repalra . ooeneies R s Bt 200.00
Summer work ...... A a0.00
Budget expense ,...... Sennne | Anb
Nutional research and itrain-

ing work ..... Ny 3 e, . 239,00

Total expenditures ........$6,215.00
Total receipts .....ovevin cee 921.00

Budget difference ......... $5,204.00
Borrowed current expenses to

November 1, 1915 ........ . 2,000.00

Sum to be raiged ..........$7.294.00
Now the work of the Young Wom-
en's Christian Aasociatioul must con-

day Vesper Meetings, the Bible
{'lasses, und certain entertainments to
«which @ general invitation. shall be
Eiven,

"Members of the Association are
privileged, in addition to the above,
to join the Association classes, to
draw books from the library, to at-
tend the social functions, and to use
lite rooms (by special appointment)
‘o entertaining their friends,”

Thus may be seen what the Associa-
fian is and the purposes for its exist-
crive. The Association conducts a
number ol activities, some of those
peing religious, educational, including
Ilnglish, arithmetie, elocution and
I'rench; there is a domestic arts de-
partment, where are taught dress-
making and millinery; a department
for houschold science, for the art of
cookery and a physical department,
vimbracing gymnastics, swimming,
basketball, first aid to injured and
self-help.

That the Association has been of in-
catimiable benefit to the daughters of
numerous fathers and mothers can be
Atlested, And the good effect has been
so gencral that the Fallg and vicinily
can certainly feel convinced that past |
investments in promoting the inter-
vt of the girls have produced most
exlraordinary dividends of character.
Could there be anything better than
making such investments in girla?
such investments from  which are
guined o satisfaction of mind and soul
that our daughters are being kept
from stray paths? Such investments
which support an enterprise having
for its purpose the enncbling of our
young . womanhood? Will any one
gainsay Lhe statement that greater
sueh investments in girls should be
made? Can you not see that any
amount in such investment is infini-
eslmal compared to the results ob-
tained? Then what will you do?

Begmning next Monday, November
1st, and continuing for one week, a
budget campaign will take place to
meet the standing deficit and secure
inuncial support for a year's work, A
committee is already at work select-
ing teams of workers who will ean-
vass the Falls, Manayunk, Roxbhor-
vigh, Wissahickon and Bala to raise
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Ridge Avenue Has Had Long
 And Interesting History

Northwest Philadelphia’s Great Highway Has Been Called
by Many Different Names on Old Maps.—Was Path
From City to Interior of Pennsylvania

By JAMES F. MAGEE, Jr.

Eidge avenue Wwas the' great
|€clonial highway, in the early
tdays, that ran :rom Philagelphia,
ehrough the wildemiese  fo Avatty,
which is now familiar as Berks
Oay nty.

Over this ruad the prodvers of
bhe farm, mills, 2nd  ivon  forees
‘wereé broughe to I hiladelphia, @i
iaver the highwsar went out the
IDsagers o suttie avid enltivate 1he
url noewn regions ohove the Wissa-
Iehen, y

Felore the corung of the Eng-
lish te Pennsylvania, in 1882, the
Indigns, Hollanatss and Swoaes
nad pathways tarcugh the foiects
aLd over the mountaing and valleys |

One of these pathways, in its
earliest days, began at 3rd street
in Philadelphia and led northward
for 43 miles, passing the Andrew
Rebeson Mills, on the Wissahickon,
along the ridge overlooking «the
Schuylkill and Wissahickon Valleys,
to Perkiomen Oreek, then 22 miles
!nm'.th and westward through a
wilderness of vacant land to /‘Mul-
berry”, the house of Andrew Robe-
son  2nd, which was in Amity
Township, This thoroughfare be-
came what is now Ridge avenue.

It was not only the inhabitants
near the Ridge that contributed to
the traffic of the “Great Road to
Philad A", but many crose voside
(from the east and seven fords;, of
{ferries, over the Schuylkill, from
the west, all connected with the
Ridge.

In the course of our narrative |
we will see that three generations
of the Roheson family: Andrew, Sr.,
uncle of Andrew, 2nd, and the lat-

ler’s true sons, Andrew. drd, and!

Jonathan were among the first
pioneers fo lay out the Ridge and|
extend it mio what is now Berks
County.

The first authentic mention we
have of what later became the
Ridge, in the records of the
Courts, on December 18th, 1693,
when a petition was made, reading
“Andrew Robeson, Sr., (he died in
1694) requests a confirmation of
the road that is now from Merion
Ford to Philadelphia, and that it
come into 3rd street in that city™.
At the same time this request was
made to the Court, “The inhabi-
tants of Radnor petitioned for a
read to be laid out from the upper
part. of said township to the!
Merion Ford.!

In 1690-91 Andrew Robeson, Sr.,
and Charles Saunders purchased
from Richard Townsend and oth-

|ers, a grist and saw mill on the

So 1t would appsar that Ridge

Wissahickon, at Ridge road.
Iyga first laid out by the Robesons

|before 1603, so that they could send|
the products of their mills to Phila-
delphia. . |

In 1704 a road was petitioned
for from Merion Meeting House, on
old Lancaster road, to “the ford of
the Schuylkili". (Falls of Schuyl-
_RID Then over the ford and so
along' the oid road that leads from
the Wissahickon Mills te Philadel-
phia®. (Ridge avenue),

Before the coming of William
Fenn to Pennsylvania, the Swedes,
in 1677, had a settlement at the
ferd and Falls Creek, at the Fally
of Schuylkill. Aboul 1678 the falls
were: known as “Capbain  Moan's:
Falls’”. The record from the Swed-
ish Court reads: “It being laken
into consideration that it was very
necessary that a mill should be
built on the Schuylkill (af the
present Falls of Schuyikill), there

being no better place that the falls|

called ‘Caplain Hans Moen's Falls'.
The Court decided that the Captain
ought to build a mill there, as he

says he will, or else suffer another|
to build there, for the common:

good of fhe parts”” The above
lacts were gleaned from John Fan-
ning Watson's Annals of Philadel-
phia and Pennsylvania, Vol 1I,
page 242,

If this mil was builf it was the
second oldest mill ‘it Pennsylvatiig;
the firsi being the grist mull built
by the Dutch betore 1643, at Colbs
Creek (T4th & Woodland avenue),
In 1646 Governor Prinlz, in the
name of the Kingdom of Sweden,
took over the Hollander settlements
along the Delaware River, and
changed the mill into a water-
powered grist mill.

In 1677 the Cowt at Upland con-
veyed to John and Andrew Wheeler
(who were Swedes) 300 acres of
land on the west side of the River
opposite the Falls, in Merion and
Northern Liberties. In 1699 John
Roberts, of Pencoyd, purchased 60,
acres of this tract. The ford is
mentioned in this deed: “With the
permission of passing and re-
aesing on feob or on horseback
and with cart or wagon to and
{rom the said river Schuylkill.”

John Roberts left his estate to
(his son Robert. In 1733 Rokert
Roberts started a ferry near the
ford and in 1724 he is mentioned
o5 owning a mill near the Falls of
Schuylkill, This mill may have
beeny on the site of the earlier
Swedish mill. Garrey Garretson also
purchased a portion of the Wheeier
300 acres. Samuel Garrett, a direct
descendant of the latter purchaser,
resides today on a portion of this
land, at Vaux and Ainslie streets.
|The, family  has made  vsrious

homes on Whis Tand  contingously
‘sinee the original purchase, |

In 1705 a petition was presented,
asking for a road from Plymouth
by the way of he Wissahickon
Mill to Philadelphia. Plymouth
rlewnship was.  north. of  White~
‘marsh along the Schuylkill River, .

In 17068 mhabitents of Plymoutlh
requesteéd a cartway, or road, filty
fret wide to extend from the Wis-
sahickon Mills up to the Perkiomen
Creek. In the same year Andrew
Hobeson, 2ud, petitioned the Court
to- widen and improve the road
from his mills on the Wissahickon
to Philadelphia, In 1706 the in-
habitants of Merion, Radnor, Ply-
mouth and Roxborough stated thatl
the “road leading from the Wissa-
bickon mills to Philadelphia, has
not yet been confirmed. and that
the said road ever since and now|
is the usual road from the several
lewnships to Philadelphia.”

In 1707 Thomas Fairman vre-
surveyed “the road from Sassafras
1 (Race) street, where 6th street in=

"lerseets Lo the  HOXDOIOUBh Mlll1

whnas through WNorthern Lacerties.”

. Lils  anarew o kKobeson  2d,
(lopd-1ely) purendsed 1500  acres
Ol 1on are jand 1n Amity and
hianutawny Lowlsips. (Berks
|Lounty), |

His daughter, Magdalena, married
Thomas fous, who witia hus father-
-law, and also the later’s sons,;|

jandrew drd and Joasthan Hobeson,

| weTe among the hrst to develop the

|Eon mdusiry  there. ‘There is to-l

Gay. 11 Bergs vounty, a townsnip
Lamed ‘Hobgson'.

it is sald tnat Thomas Rubter
bulll the 1rst wom forge in  the
Manatawny region, 40 miles up tne
sehuyikill, in 171, From this wil-
caerness, infested with Inaians, there
Was I¢ WAy 10 WansporL his pro-
{utcts: to ruiladeiphis. In 1724 a
1oaa from kutlers iron mines 1o
Munatawny koag  (kdge Road)
oVer Beved mies long, was laid ouat.
LL1S oW kuowi 48 wle Vale Broog
Late Fike. In 1748, James Lews,
Wald Owled 1o wWOorks, bult a new
wul and staged tnar  “uhe  road
BULT By mubwers  from  his forge
(Foole rurnucge) 1o the ‘Greab
Hoad that leads to Philadelphia’ 18
4 detrunent Lo thelr improvement™
Ald reguesied that certain chianges
be maee in the road. The peti-
ioners also requesled that anoccher
road be laid out from Lheir Colg-
brook Furnace to the new {forge,
called "'Poole Furhace'. [

Jonathan Robeson, Edward Farm-
er, and NieWolas séall (son-in-iaw
of Farmer) were appointed to lay
out the new road to connect wini
‘the Great Road to Philadelphia’,
In 1728, the Rutter f{orge and g
luines were attacked by Indians,
tut they were repulsed with great
loss, by the workmen,

In 1722 a road was asked for ird
Oletheo, from Indiantown Ford to
the King’s Road (Ridge Road)
leading to Philadelphia.

In 1723 the inhabitants, Dutech
settlers and neighbors adjacent, pe-|
titioned for a road from Limerick
"by Thomas Rutters Iron Miils”,
then Oley, H

In 1723 a petition for a road from]
the market place at Germantown,
|fo Robert Robert’s ferry at  tae
Falls of Schuylkill was made. A
Jmemorandum  in  red ink Teads




“Palmer's Lane, now Indian Quéen
lane, to Seott's lane”

The road was to start at the
Markel Place, according to ancient
records of Germantown, to the
iline of William Palmer's land, to
his house, then to the ropd from
Andrew Robeson’s ferry. Later in
1723, the direction of the road was
changed, and read ““from the Mar-
| kel Place to the new Ferry by way
0i the common 1oad to Hobegon's
miill, and the Paper K7 This 15|
School House Lane, and the Paper
Mill mentioned was Lhe Ritten-
house mill, so the product of this
plant, and fthe rags and other raw
materials needed 1or the making ot
baper, was also hauled over Riage
(road; as well as Germantown road,

In June of 1743 the people who
[lived west of the Schuylkill com-
plained that “the old road leading
Lo thy ford (Fuls of Schuylkill) 1s
often made useléss by the freshets|
and tides of flood” and reguested
4 new road be laid lo the new ferry
5o that they could safely reach the
toad from the Roxborough mills to
Fhiladelphia.

In Seplember of 1723 a petition
was Iiled stating that the Great
road fronmi Roxborough to Mani-
‘tawny “runs over a great hil and
then a great hollow, and is ren-
dered very incommodious by reason
of raing washing the same’. This, |
they asked, to have reclified, i

In Decemper of 1723, in' petition,
il was asked that School House
lane and Merion road, starting
Irom the Markel place and leading
Lo Andrew Robegon's mill and
ferry, then throush Merion inle
the Greal road leading from Con-
estogoe (o Philadelphia, which had
been laid out for thirty years, was
not yet confirmed, ‘“I'he Merion
portion of this road is the one we
;ga?r-ded" in 1§93 48 going to Merion

A R

_In Charles R. Barker's article, in
Vol. 50 of the Pennsylvania Maga-
zine, 1826, ar¢ thise notes: “Earl-
ler, perhaps, than any other ferry
north  of Fairmount, was Lhat
which Andrew Robeson operated
across the Schuylkill from just
above his mill, at the Wissahickod."

“In 1%s4, the Cowrl was asked to
confirn: & roud leading from the
parting of ih: Plymouth and Nor-
rington road, on Barren Hill, to
John Roberts mill road, in Lower
‘Merion, by way of Rees Ap Ed-
ward's Ford.”

“This ford was a gateway, not
only to the limekilus of Plymouth
{and Whitemarsh, bul also to the
Fhiladelphia markets, via Ridge
road, connecting with that which
was made at Barren Hill! "

Before 1750 the Merion Ford was
changed to a ferry, as Scull and
Heaps map gives the position of
(the ferry house, several hundred
‘leet west' of (he Robeson mills on
‘the Schuylkill.

June 1724 found the inhabitants
Of Northern Libetties petitioning
for “a road from Robert Roberts
mill near the Falls of Schuylkill
rr.izear Ridge road) leading to Fair
Hill.”

In 1721 the people of Northern
Liberties requesled a cross road
tonnecting three Greal Roads laid
jput from Philadelphia, as Tollows:
lst: a road io the Upper Ferry on
the: Schuylkill, called Roach’s Fer-
rvi Thisg “was. in

| 780, “Scull's

\Ferry”, and was siuated near Gir-|
ard avenue, and on the west side
of  the stream connected with
Haveriord road. 2nd: a road to
Wissahickon (Ridge) which is lavge-
[ly extended up the country. 3rvd:
4 road to’ Germantown, oul of
| which branches a road to the Dela-
ware River above the Falls (Tren-
ton Falls of the Delaware), The
cross road asked for wios to begin
al Roach's Ferry, then (o Wissa-
hickon road, and then to Faivhill
Meetlng House, along Germantowl
road.

In 1723 the Court was petitioned
| to change Manalawny road to the
Merion Ford, by the Andrew Robe-
son Mill, about 400 fret west, as a
sreater convenience. .

aAfter this date the population of
Northern Liberties, Roxborough,
Germantown and adjoining town-
fhips incrahsed greally, and many
utw roads were opened, old roads
changed and several important ad-
ditions made. |

The Scull and Heap map of 1750
gives the position of Secull’s Ferry,
near Girard avenue; a ferry and
ford at the ¥alls of Schuylkill:
and the Ferry (old Merion ferry)
west of Robeson’s mills. These
fervies and ford all led to 4he
Ridge road. At the Falls, the saw
pill is jocated on the Falls Creek,
and just east of Ridge road, on the
same ereek, is shown a sickle mill
or forge.

Just west of the Ridre (now
numbered 4106) John Adoms in
1768 had a snuff mill, which he
sold i 1772 to Christopher Sauer,
Jr., a prinfer, who here crected a
paper mill. A saw mill i5 'also men-
tioned. In 1778 his estate was con-
fiscated by the authorities.

In the evolution of the old In-
dian pathway of the late 1600s to
the present modern highway, Ridge
avenue, had been called by many
different names, as follows: 1693:
Road from Merion Ford to Phila-
delphia; early 1700's: King's road;
1704: Road from Wissahickon Mills
to ‘Philadelphia; 1705: Road from
Plymouth to Philadelphia: 1706:
{upper portion) the road from
Wissahickon Mills to Perkiomen
Creck; early 1700°s: the Mana-|
tawny Roead, and later the Read-
ing Turnpike. In 1718, the upper;
section was sometimes ealled “Anp--
diew Robeson's Road”. In 1729,
it was “Rocksburrow”, or “Andrew
Robeson's Road leading up to
Manatawny and the upper parts of
Lthis country”. In 1750 it was re-|
ferved to as the road “from Wissa- ]
hickon to Whitemarsh” and "The|
Wissahickon Road”. In 1761 peo-|
ple described it as “Roxbarough or
Wissahickon Great Road to Phila-|
deiphia”, and in 1774, from Oth
and Vine streels to the Falls of
Schuylkill it was known as “The
Wissahickon Road”,

Oy the French map of Lafay-
cite’'s encampment st Barren Hill,
in 1778, it is described between the
9th""and 1ith milestones us ‘“Rich
Road”, and above the 12th mile-
stonc as “the road to Sweeds Ford

(Norristown). , ]

In'1795 when the Freneh traveler,
Duky de la Rochenfoueault visited
this section, he proceded ouf the
ancient highway on horseback,
passing the Robeson Mills, on his
?\;-_;ay"t_o_ _NF}I_T;SFGWH, He mentions|
|the thoroughtare as “the Ridge
|mad"f§nd__moxﬁa "This road, likcl

alt other roads [ Penlisylvania, i

very bad, The continual passing orf
wagons deslroys the roads, especi-|
ally near the town, when several of )
them meel, Ridge road is almaost|

impassable,”

The highway wdas not named
Ridge read until the days of the
Revolution, when it took its name
from the great ridge it passes
along between the Schuylkill and
IWi_.s_sahiukon south of the Mont-
gomery County line. Near the 9th
milestone, and (he Episcopal Ca-
thedral of Christ, in Roxborough,
Ridge avenue is 417 feet above tide-
water,

known. as Ridge Turnpike and toll
gates were established. In 1869,
the road was opened free (o the
public, | '

A, C. Chadwick, Jr., 'editor of THE
SUBURBAN PRESS, has written
the following lines concerning the

(Upper portion of Ridege averine in
TPhil’ade]ph.{a County:

“‘RIDGE AVENUE

(In Upper Roxborough)

The Past lurks here! 'in quiet-
ness,. alone 1

Door knockers stilled; and near
each dampencd stone

Grass peers, untrod by lagging
steps and slow,

As genergtions, changing, come
and go 4

The Past lurks hers;
since years of yore,

Save by the most observant,
who, through a half-closed
doar \

Can see and hear the old days
from afar—

The hum, the thrill, and sounds
that were and are,

From some old vine, a bush, a
breath /blows sweeg,

Across the smooth-paved, mo-
tor-traveled street— |

To bring to mind the glories
onece known here— b

And with the thought of change
an inner fear Vigd

Comes to the thinker—Time in.
steady flow

Will alter things that we, to-!
day, now know, ;

The ancient inn; the modest
church; each view;

Will all, in future days, be
changed anew,

And children of our age will
come o learn and see
That Time knows naught of

faithful constancy.
A C oY

We have recently photegraphed
the milestones placed on Riage
ayvenue m 1768, and mn a fubure
article will inchude the Revolution-
ary history of the much-storied
!h:ghwa-y, n addition to facts con-
 terning the milestones, |

Readers of The Suburban Press
have doublless ‘enjoyed reading
H.' W. Ps prose poem relating to
RRoxborough and the Wissahickon,
as has this writer. And so we beg
leave to quote a romantic para-

unsecn,

graph of & recent article by H,
| _
“You were culturally amiable

tog, .u%e autumnal  morning
when Washington passed over -
the pld Lenape (rail, now Ridge
avenue, through your town of
five houses, his horse Llrepdi
down  the loaves crisp wit
rost. And as he passea an o

Alter 1811 the highway becamea|

I




vak near Livezey fane, yoil will™
remember how it bent low {o
Pay homage to his forehead !
with lips of ftrost! And how
the General turned halfl in his |
saddle and remarked to Von
Steuben—"See! eyven the trees
Encw me”. How a great man
will leave his mark on minu-
tiae! But that old trail, where
Washington and Steuben and
| Tedyuscung and Poe once pass- |
| ed, is no longer 'a' carpet of |
| leaves over Iine yellow dust.
‘ Perhaps you are glad, O Rox-

borough!”

[ Last winter the State Library, at
[Harrisburg, made an appropriation
to copy certain historical records,
heretefore not published,

" Mrs. Anita L. Eyster, in this con-
nection, cqmpleted the remarkable
work of repairing, filing, marking|
end indexihg more than 800 in-
jured pefilions for roads made be-
fore 1800 on southeastern Pennsyl-
vania. The documents had been
for years tied up in bundles, wun-
classified and inaccessible to the
public. Now {hese are avallable as
valuable records of the growth and
development of the State,

Goal Bunker
Is on Site of

"1\ 0ld Fort

Gty Owns Plot of Grnund!
TUsed During Civil |
. War

RESEMBLES MINE ADIT

Fortification Consiructed for !
o Defense of State
i\ in 1863

Porsons. journeying along Ridge
wenue, near 8chdol House lane,
1ave no doubl noticed a tunnel-like
sfineture, mueh o like & wing en- |
leanee, which sets in the side of the
Il opposite the Queen Lane Pump-
ing Station.

It is of reinforced concrete and
has the appearance of an ancient
Teyvptian  gateway, The building
whith was constructed in 10816, is 70
by 180 feet in diniensions and one
stery hish, was erected for the city

a8 @ conl racelving station in con- .

[r'ectinn with the pumping sta,tion.|
it has & hopper or bunker of 500
‘ tbnis capaeity. This is f=d from cars|
that run on a snecind sidinwg Irom tle
Noerristown branch of the Philadel-
| phia & Reading Rallway, Beneath
[the hopper er bunker is & tunnel
the mouth of which presents the
| Egyptian appesrance to the gaze of
the piiblie, Throush (he gatem‘ayi
large auto trucks are drivendnts the!
[ tunnel; to be filled automsatically.,
{In these trucks the eoal ls conveyed |
[t the putiplng station, where the)

‘BoEl 18 dumped inth A lwrge  Hold!
At the station tiere is a confri-
vanee to convey and distribute the

coal to the boiler house. i

At the time the pumping station|
was erected the plans inelided a
tunnel under Ridge avenue and the
building of & siding from the rail-
road, A traet of land was pur-
chased from the estate of William
Weightman, but It was later recon-
veyed to the estate by the city, ahd
the eoal used at the station was|
hatled in wagons from Wissdhickon |
station. It had to be shoveled from:
the cars fo the wagons .and then'
hauled a full half mile,

To those whe are familiar with
the lecation of the Egvptinn-like
sirigture and know somethine of
tine history of the Igeality, the site
chesen for the bunker huilding is
very appropriate. The ves of the
nroperty perpetuates an mcidsnt of
the Civil War. Al the time iwheh
General Robert E. Lee, commander
of the Confederate ariny, was mak--
ing his second raid info Pennsyl-
vanig, in the summer of 1863, Gov-
ernpr Andrew G, Curtin and Mayor,
alexander Henry lssued proclama-
tions calling out the Btate and cily
miiitia to help repel the invasion,
There was a general impression thal
the invading arny would make ifs
way thraugh the State to this eity.
In order fo chweck such an advance
(upon the cradle of national and po-
|1itical Lberty, a series of foitifica-
fions were erected. Among these
was Fort Dana, on practically thel
site of the new bunker.

The fort lecation was selected as
seing  most faverable, as it would
command the Sehuylkill Valley. in-
cluding Ridge avenue and the Nor-
ristown Railreads en the east, and
the Reading Railway and River road
on the west side of the rivér. Some
people thought it was chosen fto
goand, Yoe  Sebvayieill, ton, Buh. aa
nothing but the slow-going canal
barges plied on the river there was
no danzer of a Confederate maval
feree coming down the wvalley. Day
and might through .the latter part
of June and the first four days of
July a Iarge force of men worked in
constructing the fort. Then came
the news ol the victriois conciusion
of the Batile of Getuysburg, in which
\Phitadeiphla’s own General, George
G, NMeads, had pul o roul Lhe great
Confederata leadér, who, with his|
defeated drmy, had started on is|
masteriul retreat back {o “old Vir-
ainia.”  With the news of the vie-
tory ef the Unlon army work on Fort
Dana was suspended, never to bei
resumed, and the name, “Fort Hium- |
bug," 'was substituted for the name
piyen' it by the Government, The
fortification, so far as it was com-
pleted, long dago  disappeared, and
most of the stony blull on which it
was: built, was quarried away, but/
encugh vemainy to glve the coal |
Bunker a resemblance to Fort Dana. !

The puripingUstalion vecupies the
gite on which two well-known Fenn-
sylvania o tégilnents: of volunteers
were encamped in 1861-1862, while
they were beihg reeruited. Ong, thél
Eighty-eighth Regiment, of Infantiy,
Wilch in November, 1661, left Oaiip
‘Efokiey and marched down through!
te deep dustioa (he then Ridge av-
eiue burnpike unarmed on it way
to the frofite In the following year
the Thirtéelith Pennsylvauia Cay-

Ay Was recruited on the salie props
erty; thieh known as Robesol’s Medd-
LS adfl iofming part of a large
Ifarm. The Burvivors' Association of
plic_Eﬁghr,y-eighth Regiment some
VEears ago placed a bronge fablet,
supported by tivo granite pillars, on
the site of the encampment, to mark
she place where the regiment was:
| reerdited.
| An -Acident connested with the
building of Port Dana was lonig talk-
ed of by the people residing in the
|vicini|:y. The man Who occlipistt a
[yvellow frame dwelling which onece
slued on the east side of Ridge av-
enue just beluw tho mi': chosen [or
e fort had in eultivation a small
| potato patch on tlwe side of the Hill [
| back of the house. When the build- |
lmg of the forl was commeniced’ the
|petato pateh was buried in the eon-
[struction work, The ewner made
|applicatioft for compensation, and
he nearly collapsed in amazement
when given a draft for the sum of
$250. He, af course, accepted (he
money, bt often said e would have|
|

| been satistied had they offered him
one tenth the amount.
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The TUnion Thanksgiving Day
church services in East Falls this
iyear will be held at the Falls Meth-
odist. Church, Indian Queen lane
and Krail streef, with Rev. Ulla E.
Bauer, of the Lutheran Chureh of
the Redeemer, being chosen to
preach the sermon.

Rev: Charles Jarvis Harriman,
rector of St James the Less P, E,
Chureh, will read President Hoover's
Thanksgiving Day Proclamation and
the Scripture lesson will be read by
Rev. Howell 8. Foster, of Grace Re-
formed Church.

The prayer will be asked by Rev.
William B. Cooke, of the PFalls
Presbyterian Church, and the bene-
diction will be pronounced by Dr.
John 8. Tomlinson, of the Metho-
dist Chureh.
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By JAMES I. MAGEE, JR. ‘

From 1924 to 1926 the Pennsyl-
vania (State) Historical Commniis- |
sion marked twenty-seven historical
sites within the boundaries of the
Commonwealth with rough stones
and bronge tablets, !
i\ These markers located Indian.
towns, Indian trails, Indian walks,
Colonial dwellings, the vcayve of
Daniel Pastorious, the house of
Willlam Penn and his family, forts
and similar places.

Tt was suggested, at the time,

| “Metopcum”’

\that one of the Indian town suarks

ers be placed along Ridge avenu.e,i
at the Falls of Schuyikill, to Io-
cate the former village op-
cum,” ohe of the early fishing |
| settlements of the Red Mon,”

The stone was selected; prebably
one of those brown sandstone slabs,
similar o the milestones along the
Ridge -road; and the inseription
was composed f8r the bronze tab-
let; but for financial and other
regsons the marker was not erect-
ed,

One of the most Interesting of the|
27 memorials, was placed on a con-
tinuation of Ridge svenue, at Mon-
ocacy, above Pottstown, near the
45th milestone from Front and
Market streets, Philadelphia.

It is embellished with the seal of
Pennsylvania—in relief—and reads:
“Willlam Penn, en his first visit to
Ameriea, 1682-1634, came farthest
north on the Schuylkill River, fifty
miles up from the Falls of Schuyl-
kill, to or near the mouth of Mon-
‘ocacy Creek (meaning the stream
with several bends), three fourths.
of & mile southwest of this mark-
er” Underneath this explanatory
memorandum, are other letters
reading, “Marked by The Pennsyl-
‘vania Historical Commission and
‘the Historical Society of Berks
‘County, 1826 A huge weathered
sStone was erected and to this is
attached the bronze tablet, which
‘wes designed by the eminent archi-
tect, Paul P. Cret. The marker
Was unveiled on November 13th,
1926,

It is located on the south side of |
the Franklin Highway, formerly the
Willlam Penn Highway, six miles)
above Pottstown and ten miles be-
low Reading; on an elevation i the
foot of the bicturesque Monbcacy
Hill, At the unveiling ceremonies,
an address was made by the In-
dian chief, Sirong Wolf. ;

William Penn is supposed to have!
reached this plage, traveling on
horschack, with _his surveyor, and
others, passing through the forests
and along the Indian trail that in
1718 was called “the Andrew Robe-
son road,” which was g continia-
tion of "Ma-n_ajhawme road,” and
later “the Ridge Road.”

The plantation at Monocacy,
Amity Township, was cn the 1

e tract that Andrew | R
urchased from

of West Jetrsey, conveyed ‘to An-|
dréw Robeson, Br., (the unele of
Andrew, 2nd.) one-tenth  of the
Tights of West Jersey. In 1686
Andrew Robeson, Sr., surveyed the
line that divided Fast and West.
Jersey. It etarted near Beach
Haven and the Atlantic Ocean,
bassed northwest through the state,
between Princeton and Trenton, to
?} point above the Délaware Water

ap. - ;

In 1715 a petition Wwas prescnted |

to the Court.’mquegﬁng that a road|
be laid out from Perkiomer Creek, |
“passing through the wilderness of
vacant land fo the house of Andrew
Robeson, 2nd., called ‘Mulberry’ at
Monocacy.”
_Andrew Robeson, sr,, was the
came person who purchased in 1690-
91 the grist and saw mill along the
Wissahickon Creek, at Ridge road.
Andrew Robeson, 2nd., died in 1719,
and was buried in the churchyard
of 8t. Gabriel's Church, the Swed-
ish church at Douglasville, on the
Ridge road, three miles south of the
Williarn Penn marker,

Now let us return to the story of
the Metopeum Indian town at the
Falls of Schuylkill,

John Campanions, chaplain  to.
Governor Printz, of the Swedish
settlement on the Delaware River,

visited the Indians; learned their
la._nguage.

1

to 1646,

|

What is particularly interesting '
10 us, is the information Tecorded
of the country about the Falls of
Schuylkill, when the minister had
been on a yisit to the Indians, He
tels of trees, wild plums, wild
Brapes, hemp and hops, every-
where. And of that  wonderful
gourd, “galabash,” which when
dried hard, was fashioned into
dishes and cups, tipped ‘with silver,
some: being so large they held g
gallon. - The above from ¥The

Welsh  Settlement,” by €. .
Brown. il

Campanious also relates, “With
arrows pointed with sharp stones,
the Indians killed deer and other|
creatures, They made axes of stone
Iwhich they fastened to sticks o
|Tell trees where they intended to
plant. Both men ang women smok-
ed fobacco, which is found in greatd
abundance, They wear headdresses
of feathers and Snake-skin and| |
feed upon bear meat, venison, fish,| |

The  present-day Chamounix
Mansion—once Mount Prospect—
and the Philadelphia, Country Club
Bolf and polo grounds, on the hills,
are near the centre of the old 400~
acre plantation called “Metopeum”
before 1677, A trail started at City
avenue, opposite the Wissahickon |
Creek, and ran seuth along  the

Schuylkili river to a short distance

rests  stretch along the )
JFrom' the mansion extends g grand

[hig land to William Penn.

birds and maize.” I

[

I

tach year to the University of
‘The Indian settlement extend
‘aclr&s the river to the present Easi
Falls, and for nearly 200 years was
[ktacwn to the Indians and white

[settlers as the greatest flshing re-’
|sort at'the head of tidewater mnns

the Schuylkill.

In August. 1683, Willlam Penn.

ers”: “Their houses are mnists or

]

wrote to the Free Society of Trad-.

batk of frees set on poles, in the

fashion of the English barn; but
out of the power of the winds; for
ihey are hardly higher than a man.
They lie on reeds or grass. In
traveling lhey lodge in the wood§
about g great fire, with the mantle
of duffels they wear by day wrapt
arcund them; and a few boughs
stuck around them?”

Until a few years age there were
still standing three of the . giant,
irees of the forest; a black walnut,
chestnut  and  tulip poplar; the
|largest in Fairmount Park, neat the
Chamounix Mansion, that were
ther¢ when Campbanious visited the
Indian settlement in the 16407,

In a Park publication of 1865;
the river from “Mount Prospeet”™—
now Chamounix—is described: “The
Behuylkill lies under its mountain-
life side, here a lake and there a
winding river, The Park, in its
'whole extent to Fairtount spréads
map-Mke beneath it. The waters
of the far Delaware show from it,
mile after mile. on their long jour-
ney to the sea. Beyond, pine for-
horizon.

panorama; for its background,

| rocky ranges, deep glens and dark

weodlands, villages and farmlands,
efe."

Indlan Chief Winghone, on the
25th of the 4th month, 1683, deeded
“Of all
his lands Iying on {he west side of
the Schuylkill river from the Fallg
of the same name up the said river
and backward so fdr ag the rights
goeth.” This sale included the 400.
acre tract of “Metopcum,” that we
are describing,

The historian, Miss Margaret B.
Harvey, records Willlam Penn's
traveling along an Indian trail and
crossing the  Schuylkill river at
what was later known as the Robin
Hood Ford, descending the hills on
the west side of the stream, over
Ford reoad, which was, as it is to~
day, through the Metopcum: Indian
tract and over City Line into Mer-
ien.

Miss Harvey's account reads: “Af
the conclusion of William Penn's
memorable treaty with the Indians,
under the elm tree at Kensington,
these Indians volunteered to con-
duct Penn and his friends a day’s
lourney toward the Susquehanna
River. The company starting from
the Treaty Elm crossed the inter-
vening country to the Eichw.u.rlkill.I
reaching it at the bresent Laurel
Hill steam boat landing. (near the
oot of Nicetown lane), A nortion
Df this trail from the Delaware to
the Schuylkill is still infact, in the
road between North' and Sou
Laurel Hill. There was _then
ford; the march of improveny

-

|
|




a5 it still does—through Fairmount
Park and to the present City Line,
crossing it but a few rods distant
[Irom thes new Bala station, and this.
was the noint where Lower Merion |
was first cntered by {he while '
men.”

P. M. Lindestrom, a Swedigh
explorer, in 1654-5 visited “New
Sweden’”; sailed up what is now
the Delaware river, and a short
‘distance up the “Menejackse”
(Schuylkill) river; and made &
survey and map of the *“Swede’s
River in the West Indies.™

On the east side of the Schuyl-

Kill river, below the Falls of the
Behuylkill, he locaterd an  Indian
seftlement, “Nittabakonok” —_ the
word meaning “the place of a war-
rior,” so called from the fact that
8 great Indian chief lived there,
Lindestrom wiote of the river
(Schuylkill), “a yery large and deep
kill, and extends far up into the
country. I have not found it so
favorable for building mills, as some
of the other localitics” .
An 1687 James Fox, in behalf of
himselF and others living in Ply-
mouth, requested a cart road, which
was granted, under broviso that
there must be no disturbance of the
Indians. i

This road divided, near Barren
Hill; one branch passing to Ger-
mantown; and the sther connecting:
with what iz now Ridge road, to
Philadeliphia,

As stated before the Upland
Court, in 1674, the Falls of Schuyl-
il was at one time called “Cap- |
tein Hans Moen's fajls” I

Lindestrom’s map, of 1654-5 also
locates an Indian  town named |
CAronimink,” which was on the
hills between the Schuylkill and
Delaware rivers, and Crum Creck.

On September 11th, 1677, the Up-
land Court granted 300 acres of
land at a place called “Wiessa-
hitkonk,” on the west side of the
Schuylkill river to John Mattson,
Bwen Lum and Tace Dalboo, and

on March 12, 1877-78 the same
Court: granted 300 acres called
"Nefobpeum™ ‘(in  another deed,

‘Metopeum™) and a re-survey made
it 400 acres, to John and Andrew
Weeler, .
_An' extrack from the records of
Gloria Dei Church, Philadelphia,
1697-08, reads: “Nitapkung (Netop-
cum) at Sehuylkill, John Bkuts,
September 4th, 1654, wile Ann and
two children. His brother-in-law,
Moérton Garrett.”  The reference
is to Lhe members of the church.
| In the Account Books of Penns
Agents, I8 the following notation:
8, 2m, 1715, Morton Garretson de-
livered to Andrew Robeson  grist
mill, five bushels of wheat, as a
payment of quit rent to William
|31 L WSS

Charles V. Hagner, in his “Falls|
jof Schuylkill? tells us that the
village for over a hundred years
| was called "Fort St. Davids.”

| Mr. Hagmer remembered the

falls of the Schuylkill as they wers
‘before they were povered i~
A,
t

when the dam at Mm‘l\

— - — ’ x L
Jbullt. He described ‘e’ falls: as|
|they must have been, as Nature
made them, before the coming of
|the white setilors, }

A part of Hagner's historical de-!
I&seript-l‘on of the Falls, is well worth
[repeating: “This long rock (on the
ieasl side of the river, (near the
‘present Reading Ballroad ©Com-
pany's Stone Bridge? I  well re-
‘member, and have often, when a
boy, fished from it 'It extended
from the foot of the hill to about
‘two-thirds the dislance across the
riyer, forming a complete natural
dam, a part of it overhanging the
dower edge. In high freshets the
water flowed over it and made &
beautiful cascade; at other times
it forced the river Info & narrow
channel on the western side,
through which it ran with great
rapidity and much noise, falling
some: five or six feet in a distance
(ol about cne hundred and | fifty
yards, and could be heard at a dis-
tanice of flve miles, aecording o
the state of the river, and the
winds,

“There was a vety smgular and
eurious impression or indentation
on a part of the rock that attract-
ed many persons there to view it
+It was apparently an impression
of an immense human foof, over
fwo feel long. and sunk some gsix!
inches in {he rock. Tt showed the
heel, hollow 'of the insiep, ball of
the foot and toes. It was called
by the people of the neighborhood,
‘the Devil's Foot There  were
(pome superstificns in reference to
g;. There were also many other
oles, or Dots, as they were called,
T rocks, caused by ages of attrition
Emm stones and gravel, which' the
water, when flowing over (hem,
kept in apitation. Somie of the pots,
are still to be seen on a part of
the long rock remsdining, and eov-
{|ered by the water. Theve was tra-
dition that they were used by the
|| Indians for pounding corn in; cer-
| tainly 'they were well adapted for
' such " purposes.”
| In thé last six years the Penn-
! sylvania Historical Commission has
expended considerable of its energy
and appropriations to “examine, or
|| eause to be examined, or excavated,
| the sites and areas of former ah-
1 original or American Indian oceu-
| pations within the Commoawealth.”

Drawings and plaster casts have
been made of Indian markings upon
houlders, mostly aleng the Susque-
hanna river, near Harrisburg.

Indian mounds have heen exca-
vated and archaeological collectiohs
purchased for the Siate Museum,.

It is believed that the Indians
did not eateh fish with a hook and
line, or net. When the fish bame
up the river, with the tide, and the
water was aboub to recede, the Red
Men made dams below where the

J._ﬁsh were, and then speared, or shot
the fish with bows and arrows,

Campanious, the missiopary, de-
scribes & fish caught here, that

(must have Been an eel; “There is

here an' abundance of & certain

kind of fish. If has no head, is like

3 small viner; one quarter of a

yard in length and four fingers
thick,”

13

|forms me that me

for the Indians and the v hite
who came after them. Charles V.
Hagner, In his history, tells us of|
gome of the great catches of fish|
in his boyhood days. .. |

“The fishing company of Fort &1
David's was oﬁg'ina.lly.-_'estgﬁxmd_-
‘(1‘?'32) by a number of prominent
and wealthy gentlemen of Phila- |
delphia, ‘among whom were many |
Welshmen, who gaye .the Bociety |
its name, 8t. David being {heir|
| patron saint. For beautiful SCENery,
romantic beauty and fine fishing |
there was no place in the vieinity.
of Philadelphia that could in the
least compare with St, David’s, |

Watson, in his Annals, mentions |
‘Godfrey Shronk, a widely known
fisherman of the PFalls, ag Tollows: |
“He has told me he could often |
‘catch, with his dip-net, 3000 cat-|
fish in ene night; and the perch |
and rock-fish were ‘numerous and|
large. He used to catch fish for the
PFishing Comipany of St, Davids,|
jwhich cooked' forty dozen fish at
lone time."

Hagner also stated: “They an-
chored, or fastened to 'the rocks in
the rapids, small boats from which.
they fished. The catfish was not|
fhe kind that-aré now found in the
river.  They were migratory fish
‘and came from the sea annually in
immense numbers, so numerous in
‘some Instances—I have seen myself
—as to blacken the narrow pas-
sages of the river. They were per-
fectly black on the back, and white
Jnn the belly, and were rémarkably
fine ealing. On one ogeasion I BawW
them, wilh one sweep 6f the seine,
catch 430 fine shad, and saw be-
sides. many escape from the seine.”

| The history of the Schuylkill
Fishing Company of the State .in
Schuylkill, in referring  to. the Fart.]
St. David's Society, relates: “When
the tide was out the roaring of the,
turbulent, waters, precipitated over
the continuous and rueged chain
of rocks. extending from. shore (o,
shore; was heard on still eyenings
many miles over the surrounding|
‘country, and was often horne on

the wings of the wind with distinet-
ness (o the city, a
tance of five miles.”

Here is another quotation from |
Mr. Hazner's book: “Tradition
says, and T have no doubt of the
fact, that the ¥Falls of Schuylkill |
was the last place deserted by the
Indians who inhabited this part of
the country; it being the heaq of
fidewater, and consequently such a
fine fishing ground, had, of COUrse,.
peculiar attractions for them, That
It must have been a great resort
of theirs iz proved by the fact of
the innumerable Indian relics that
have been found in the vieinity, I
have seen and found myself many
stone axes, arrowheads, and other

measured dis-

instruments made of stone, the use

of which could not be conjectured,
many of which were _deposited in
the old Philadelphia Museum.”
Albert Cook Myers, of ‘+he Penn-|
sylvania Historieal Commission, in-

_ mixlnber of the Hagner family pave
hi

quite a_ collection of Indian




gist, i a letter, wrote to me: “One
Indian tale was told me by my
friend, Mr. Platt, of Roxborough,
now deceased. It was that ‘Indian
arrowheads could be found at low
water on Peters Island. As you re-
call fhis was an Indian method of |
| fishing—to shoot them with a bow.
An old resldent of Ardmore told
me that he recalled seeing Indians,
coming up the Inclined Plane (at
Belmont) in Fairmount Park. As|
this was aboul 1850, this must have
‘been one of the bands that used to
come eastward on visils. However,
imy informant was a noted teller of’
iRies.” i

Jucze Thomas K. Finletter. an

t-thusi-stic fisherman, miormed
me that just south of the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel, at Broad and Walnut
streets, is a small plot of ground
about 80 x 80 feet, that many years
ago was deeded to the city forever,
las a free camping place for In-
dians passing through the eity.
This plot may be reached through
a small alley just south of the
Hotel. The employees of the Ritz-
‘Carlton always refer to the camp-

ing ground as “no man’s land’
Let us end our story of Metop-
cum, indian town, with the 1‘5‘5,
verse of a poem written by Francis
Hopkinson, dedicated to Dr. Wil-
liam Smith, first provest of the
University of Pennsylvania, who re-
sided at the Falls, and whose Revo-
‘lutionary period mansion has been
recently renovated, by the trustees
of the John and James Dobson
Estate, who own the property:
“gude, rough and rugged rocks
surrounding,
1 And clash of brokem, waves re-
sounding, !
Where waters fell with louden-
ing roar, e A
Rebel lowing down ' the hilly
shore."” .

]
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Kelly Introduces
| “Grif”’ Boardman

As His Successor

Distriet Manager of Housing
Administration to Become
Secretary of Revenue

NAMED LAST. WEEK

Change Is Reported to Take
Place at Harrisburg
Next Tuoesday

J. Griffith Boardman, manager
of the Federal Housing Adminis-
rtration in the Philadelphia Dis-
trict, who resides at 3407 Midvale
avenue, East Falls: has been mtro-
duced publicly by John B. Kelly as
his sucecessor as state Secretary of
Revenue,

Kelly, Philadelphia Democratic
leader, in that manner made Enown
that Boardman is to head the Rev-
enue Depariment, at a Iarewell
party given the former last week.
He is expected to resign [rom the
Earle Cabinet next Tuesday.

The party was attended by about

Headed for State Job

3,000 State employes and Democral
city political workers, Gifts were
presented to Kelly and to Ray-
mond Evleth, a 28th ward political
lieutenant, who also is resigning as
Deputy Secretary of Revenue,
Boardman will be guest of honor
at a luncheon in Philadelphia to-
‘morrow of the various real estate
boards of that ecity and Delaware
courity.
Secretary of

The prospective
Revenue wag mentioned somme |
months ago as a possible Demo- |
cratic candidate for the City Treas-|
uryship in the 1937 primary. ‘

He is one of Chairman, Kelly's
persanal friends. Both live in the,
Falle of Schuylkill, where Board-
man is almost as famous a golfer
as Kelly is an oarsman.

Boardman, who in his 30%s, took
up golf when he was big enough to
carry a golf bag. He caddied at
the Philadelphia Country Club, and
learned the rudiments of the game.
He showed unusual aptitude for it
and as he grew up bepan to bring
home cups and medals,

Later he went into the insurance|
business, in a few years launched
his own firm, and divided his time
between the office and the Ash-
bourne Country Club. He hag held
many championships, including the
amatewr championship of Philadel-
phia. |

When the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration for the Eastern district,
of Pennsylvania was organized
Boardman hecame assistant to Ed-
ward P. Simon, director, Simon re-
signed two years ago and Board-
| man succeeded him.

4. GRIFFITH BOARDMNMAN

East Falls resident, golfing expert;
Distriet Governor of the Federal Houss|
ing Administration, whe is expected to,
succeed John B. Kelly as State Secre-.
tary of Revenue, at Harrisburg, when
the city’'s Demoeratic chieftain resigns
the post next weck. |
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relies collected at the Falls.

Chatles R. Barker, the genealo=
=ist, in a letter, wrote to me: “One
Tndian fale was told me by my
friend, Mr. Plati, of Roxborough,
now deceased. It was that ‘Indian’
arrowheads could be found at low
water on Peters Island. As you re-|
|ca11 this was an Indian method of |
fishing—to shoot them with a bow.
An old resident of Ardmore told
me that he recalled seeing Indians
coming up the Inclined Plane (ai|
Belniont) in Fairmount Park., As
fhis was about 1850, this must have
been one of the bands that used to
gome eastward on visits. However,
{my informant was a noted teller of
fales.” ”

\ Jucse Thomas K. Finletter. an
I

: ~{husi-stic f{isherman, mrormed
me that just south of the Rita-
Carltlm Hotal, at Broad and Walnut
3 mall plot of ground
f that many years
o maq deu‘ded to the city forever,
camping place for In-
passing through the city.
is plot may be reached through
a small alley just south of the
Hotel. The employees of the Ritz-
i'Carlton always refer to the camp-
“ing ground as “no man’s land?
ret us end our story of Mewp-
cum, indian town, with the st
verse of a poem written by Francis:
Hopkinson, dedicated to Dr. Wil-
lam Smith, first provest of the
University of Pennsylvania, who re-
sided at the Falls, and whose Revo-
lutionary period mansion has been
recently renovated, by the trustees
of the John and James Dobson
Estate, who own the property:
“Rude, rough and rugged rocks
surrounding,
And clash of brokeny waves Te=-
sounding,
Where waters fall with louden-
ing roar,
Rebel lnwing down t.he hilly
shore.”

”
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\Ilness And Disease Have
Been F. ought by Noble Array
Of Physicians In East Falls

Manayu_uk Writer Gives General Review of Medical Pro-
fession Leaders Who Were Born, or Practiced |
in Upper End of Present 38th Ward

By John M. Sickinger

One of the earliest “pain-chasers’
who resided at the Falls of Schuyl-
kill, according to old records, was
Joseph Sorber, who came to the
ﬁqwn in 13(]4 and opene{i an office!

avenue
below. Indian Queen lans.

Dr. Moses Smith, a Quaker,  ar-
rived later, and took up his' resi-
fdence in a Colonial dwelling, which
1_1'_1 later’ years hbecame wen-knnwn

as “the Nuneviller Mansion”, ©n
_Nicetown Jane—now familmr a5
Hunting Park avenue. The house
stood on line of the grade of Indi-

time lane, 4 block or so northeast of
‘Ridge road.

Dr, Runkle, of Manayunk was
accustomed to driving down to the
Falls each day to treab patients. He
used a high-wheeled sulky,  An-
E}ther Manayunk physician who had
a great many Falls patients was
Dr. John Conry, who =also utilized
& horse and buggy to reach those
needing treatment,

From Hart lane, over in Nicetown,
came Dr, William Geyer, who, al-
though he had retired from anta\re
| bractice, continued to atfend a few
i selected persons in the Falls, Dr.
M, Service started practicing at
the Falls in 1856, and Dr. J. K.
‘Uhler arrived in the same year and
built up a large clientele,

J, F. Wilson, M. D., came to the
Falls from Pittsburgh, to assist
Dr. Service, but soon afferward
slarted out in the profession for
himself, succeeding A. H. Service in
a drug store on Ridge avenue nesr
Fueen lane,

Soon after the Clyil War, Dr. J. V.
Kelly, of Manayunk, started treat-
| ing patients at the Palls and he

r

was most  suceessful. Dr. Charles
K. Mills, world réenowned neorolo-
gist, and local historian, was &

native born son of the Falls, but did
little practicing in that vicinity.

Dr, Eli 8. Beary held for many
vedrs the record of

having been

the longest in service in the, com-

ana avenue, on a hill on the old-!

| Joe Johnson”, joined the

munity. The honor now belongs (o
Dr. Otio A. Rath, of Indian Queen
lane, whose name is of world-wide
fame among skilled surgecns. No
story of East Falls doctors will be
complete without mentioning Dr.
Willlam Hall, who had a drug store
at Indian Queen lane and 35th
Street.

Bernard Murray, another native
son, was another of the old-time
Falls “ache-eliminators”, for many
vears belore he remuved to Ger-
mantown. The name of Dy, William
©Cahall is still recalled with many
fond memories by men and women
in East Falls, as is also that of Lr.
Rowe. Dr. David Boong, of Qusen
Lane Manor, now an eye specialist,
and president of the 21st Ward
Medical Society, was once a general|
practitioner in the Falls, and boasts|
of a wide circle of patmnt-inends
David Eeese, M. D. now deceased

will be rPadily remembered by hun- '

dieds ol present-day Falls residents, |
and a sad note now creeps into the
volece of the reminiscencer, as fhe!
name of Dr, Clayton R. Entwistie is|
brought into the conyersation, f0r|
Dr. Entwistle was widely admired|
by everyone who knew him. |
Dr. Charles Johnson, nallye son
of the deceased nonagenarian, “old
staff of
physicians connected with the
Pennsylvania Railroad, and is now
a resident of Camden, N. J. Dr.
William Hudson Dailey, reared in
East Falls, settled in Pittsburgh
where he soon built up a large pro-
fessional practice as a throat and
gar Specialist;, but has since traveled
to The Great Beyond. ;
G. E. Abbott, with the title of
dogtor, gained more prominence as|
a railroad executive in Virginia.
Of the present-day medicos tho
best kriown are Dr. Charles A, Cobh|
of Midvale avenue, and Dr. Charle: .
J. White, of Quesn lane and Vaux
street, both of whom number the.’w“'

friends in the thousands.

ofrefigs]
{ Parks of the Past Jl

In the current issue of “The Bee-
‘hive,” of Germantown, appeared the
|followirfg interesting article, penned
by Giles Stafford;
| “When reading from time to time
in the daily press items concerning
! Falrmount Park, my mind rumi-
nates back to the closing days of
‘the last century.

“Then ,the weak and weary toilers
of Germantown who earned their
daily bread by the forceful sweat of
their brows, journeyed to the Falls
of the Schuylkill on Sundays and
holidays to ride the old stern-wheel
steamboats, the “Undine’ and the
“Riverside.” At that time the tide
lin the river came as far up as the
Falls which were located near the
present Falls bridge. The bogats
travelled back and forth to the
'Engle Farms, a pleasure place on
'the east s:de of the river above
|Girard avenue now known outside
of Fairmount Park as “Brewery-
town.”

“There the pleasure seekers min-
gled, regaling themselves in joy and
pleasure with the invigorating stim-
ulants easily obtained in those
happy days. Many continued on
down the river to Fairmount Park
on the east side of the stream, The
Park extendedsaround the Green
street enftrance, its extent only a
big front yard in comparison with
the vast area of picturesque beauty
and magnificent grandeur of this
modern age; the third largest park
lin the world.

“I have vyisited many parks in
various cities of our glorious coun-
bry, Canada and Europe, but have
seen none to compare with it. The
humble gatherings in those olden
days restfully viewed the horse-
drawn vehicles of the wealthy; ve-
hicles known as buggies, German-
town wagons, barouches and sedans,
and the noble saddle horses pacing
and cavorting along the roads of
the park and out on the dusty high-
ways.

“Besldes Fairmount there weze
many local parks scattered through-

out the city and Germantown. On'
the south side of Queen Lane a
short distance beyond Wissahickon
avenue, was the old Scheutzen park
junder the management of various
|German societies. ‘There was held
the annual scheutzenfest. after thel
harvest in September, at which ti
center of attraction was a pa
decorated with every known v
table and fruit of the season in |
tistic designs and rising from @
vegetable covered platform to @l
height of nearly one hundred feet,
During the week’s exhibit the cavale
cade of vehicles and pedestriang
traveled on roads kneedeep in diisth
The same vast crowds gathered on
Sundays and holidays.

“On the horth side of Queen Lang 3
several hundred feet beyond Scheu 5
tzen Park was an opposition park
under the management of Mund
a.nd Mbmaht- it was




‘tickets were required. Mund and|
Albrecht's Park was g respectable
place covering a large wooded acre-
age and order was successfully
maintained. I wonder if the popu-
lation then knew where they trod.
That location was honored in the
Revolutionary War days by the
footsteps of General George Wash-
ngton, the Father of our glorious
co%.ntry. In 1860 two regiments of
the heroic boys in blue were formed
‘and camped there previous to en-
tering into the struggle to maintain
the solidarity of our glorious coun-

try. Today that sacred spot is):
occupied by the Queen Lane reser-|.
voir and ene of the most beautiful|

residential sec.tioxis inMour c:ty.;
known as Queen Lane Manar,

“At the mouth of the Wissahickon

'Creek on the banks of the Schuyl-
{kill was Riverside Park, where the
Jrivei' boats made the starting point|
‘for their trips. It was (more or
{less) a respectable and orderly
|place where the pleasure seekers of
Manayunk, Roxborough and Ger-
tmantown gathered for their pleas-
lure outings on the various days al-
‘lotted for labor's meager rest, be-
yond the Sabbath,
' “Along the Norristown branch of
the Philadelphia and Reading rail-
road north of old Queen Lane sta.-_
tion was Hohenadel's Park, so
known in ifs: declining years but
under differenl management at
various times. A respectable paik,
it was situated on the western bank
of the rallroad on a beautifully
wooded piece of ground sloping to-
ward the Schuylkill river. Above it
the various clouds of nature's laws
(moving fo and fro painting the glor-
lous sunshine in magnificent hues;l
‘below the refuse of human invigor-
ating fonics, good and bad, flowing
/down the hills to pass on to original
lormation.

“On the outskirts of Germantown
were many other parks, the closest
Jbeing Pastime Park on Nicetown |
Lane, now Hunting Park avenue, |
and the P. and R. railway; Rising
Sun Park, Germantown avenue
|above Allegheny avenue and extend-
|ing west to Broad street and Echo |
Park in the neighborhood of Fifth
strect and Wyoming avenue,

Eeat 1 Of P,
Circle Of Friends

Falls of Schuylkill Builder
Expired Suddenly on
Monday Morning

COMMUNITY LOS§SS

Oldest Son of Couple Whose
Family Gained Interna-
tional Prominence

Palrick H. Kelly, widely-known
contractor, died suddenly of heart
disease ab 9:16 A, M. on Monday,
{He wae 65.

Mr. Kelly was taken ill Saburday
night at his home, 2803 Queen laneg,
Falls of Schuylkill. Although he ra.
‘nalned in bed his condition was not
{Fegarded as serious,

He was the brother of John B,
{Kelly, Democratic' leader of Phila-
jdelphia. and State Secretary of
Reveniue; Walter C. Kelly, known

Kelly Shocks Wide

B. B K¥Lny
Well-known huftding contractar il
WEA cupervisor who  died suddenty
wil Monday mariing from w heart at-
tack. My Kelly wias one of the Falls
al sehuyliklils family of famons Kel-
I¥s who gained rencwn for themselves
amd their home ceommuontey in vari-
o1k endeavors, including huilding,

jon the stage, screen and radio as
the “Virginia Judge”; George Kelly,
Playwright and winner
[itzer Prize, and Chayles Kelly, con-
nected with John B.g contracting
'husiness,
v As recently as last Thursday, Mr.
Kelly attended a dinner for Dr, Tra
Walton Drew. Congressman  from
ithe Roxborough, Germantown axnd
‘Chestnut Hill distriet, given af fhe
Penn A, €. and at that time {old
several stories in the style that an
s brothers possess. {
L1 Although, as g contractor, he

the stage, literature, athietics  anag
politieal activities.

of the Pul-{_

| Builders Assoclation, and was one
of the leaders of the Builders EXx-
thange. He also served as presi-
dent of the Columbian Luncheon
Club, whose purpose was to pro-
vide a downtown mesting: plage for
third  degree = members, of the
Knights of Columbus,

In 1929 Mr. Kelly served as his-
torian of 4 Knights of Columbus
pilgrimage to Rome, and the bat-

builb some of tha city's most widely
known buildings, Yecently he had
been known for his WPA activities,
Bince last March he hag beent
supervisor of city Wea Projects and
supeivised the improvements which
dressed up the eity for the Demo-
eratic | National Convention  Iast
Jutie, }
As city WPA, supervisor, he had
special authority as g representa-
itive of the Federal Government,
assigned o act as to-ordinator,
between various Federal agencies| |
in Philadelphia in n $4U,00[]_.000,'
program. |
At the lime of hig appointmiens,
by John H. Rankin, loca) WpA di-
rector, it was emphasized that the:
Job was given to him because of his
abilities and capacity for if,

and

had nothing to do with politics.
Kelly himselfl asserbed that his|
brother, Jack. did not even know
the appointment was to be made, |
Although My, Kelly opposed,
Mayor Wilson during the latter's
Campaign for office, Mr. Wilson
toneurred in his selection for the

WPA place.

As head of the p, H. Eelly Con-
struction Company, Mi. Kelly built
the State office building at Har-
risburg, the Elks Club, which Iater!
became the Broadwood Hotel, uf
Broad and Wood streets, and the

vee Library Building on' the Park.
way. '

the interment

tlefields of Europe, transcribing the
events and impressions of the trip.
in which 20 Philadelphians, ineclud-
ing the lale James A, Flaherty, Su-
preme Knight of the K. of €. par-
ticipated, This appears in book
form. ;

Surviving are his wile, the former
Catherine TLoughlin, two sons,
George P. and John Raymond
RKelly, six daughters, Mrs. Frank
Jansen, and the Misses Anna, |
Marie, Catherine, Mildred and Ger-
trude Kelly, the four previously |
mentioned brothers, and two sis-
ters, Mrs. Anne Frommeyer and
Mrs. Joseph Cruice,

Solemn Requiem Mass will be
celebrated at St Bridgel's Church,
af 10.a. m. tomorrow morning, and
will be made in
Westminster Cemetery,
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Saved Beitsy Ross House

‘Mrs. Mund, Wite ot Amusement Park Owner, Preserved
! National Shrine, Following Fire at Falls
of Schuylkill Home

An old man, on the corner of
Chelten and Germantown avenucs,
one day last week, asked “Can I
get a streeb car here, that will take
me over Midviale avenue?” After
he had been answered affirmative-
Iy, and while waitihg for the car
to arrvive, and afteér boarding it, he
told a loeal tale which is worth
repeating.

“Over in what they call Queen

Lane Manor.” said the man, ‘‘near
iwhcl'e the Queen Lane Filtration
)

plant is now located, was once a
|pleasure resort known as ‘Mund
land Albrecht’'s Scheutzen Park’ I
«can well remember when it opened
for it was the same date as the
Uentennial Exposition opened. the
10th of May 1876. A festival was
held al Scheuizen Park by the C.
T. A. U. of Philadelphia, in order
ta raise funds for the erection of
the Catholic Temperance fountain,
which now stands in West Fair-
mount Park,

“Sunday, September 3rd, of 1876,
was set aside by the French resi-
dents of Philadelphia to hold a re-
ception to some of their native
workmen who had come 1to the
Centennial, but on the day the big
(time ‘was to be held, a fire broke
jout in the main building of Mund
and Albrechi's park, and the re-
ception was postponed for a week,

“Mr. Mund, with his family, lv-
ed in the building and los¢ all of
his hounsefurnishings. The disaster
ferced the park owners to abandon
all thehr plans for making money
and they were compelled to dispose
iof various -properties which they
held yn corder to satisfy the credit-
ors, which was done to the las§
penny. \

“The only part of his holdings
which Mr. Mund was able to save
was the property at 238 Arch street,
which is new known gs the Belsy
Ross: Heuse, and which had been
owned by the Munds for many
YEALS.

“After the destruction of their
home in Scheutzen Park, at the
Falls, the Mund family moved in
the Fiag House, on Arch street.
and no one could have been select-
ed who would have been more suit-
able for the preservation of that
shrine of patriotism. The once-

popular three by six window panes,

“The very window panes, they
tell me, are unchanged, and the
twelve pieces of tiling over the
fireplace in the famous sitting
rcom have remained exactly where!
they were, after being taken from
the good shin ‘Welcome' and fitted
into a row below the breast-high
mantle piece. Perhaps the home-
stead is a trifle more gonspicuous
now than it was when Beisy ]'lvedi
i 1 4 8

“Mrs, Mund was one of the
neatest and tidiest of women. Al
the doorstep, up unfil the middle
2p's, stood a four-foot woodén
sign, prejecting as far gs the steps;
hearing an accurate copy of the
stripes and a circle of thirfeen stars
sancticned by  the Continental
Congress and inseribed: ‘The first
flag was made in this house!

“One day a solemn  policeman
came to Mrs. Mund end ssid with
an air of authority: ‘That sign is
too big, you must take it in’ Mris. |
Mund promptly hastened to comply |
with the order; but the lady had a’
niege—she whose young arms had
made the bricks in the jsrd so
red, and the tins and pails so
bright—who laid down woman's
ancicnt weapons and took up the
modern woman's dagger—a  pet.
‘Sir, she wrote to the superintend-
ent of police, ‘one of yowr meén has
made us take in the Ame€rican
fAag, and they won't let us put it
gut again unless we saw if-in Hall.
Now, we want to display the flag,
and we will never, néver saw it in
half. It is just big enough for us
and for our country as it is! A
couple of days later back came the
solemn policeman, more friendly,
and almost cordial, with permis-
gion for Mrs. Mund to show the
flag intact, Tt was then re-adjusted:
in a more prominent place. |

“That the Betsy Ross flag house!
stands today as it did in Revolu-:
tionary times is due to the determ-
ination of Mrs. Mund's character.)
for it was only through her actions!
that the old house was saved fron.!
the march of improvements s

“Some idea of her pairiotism and
veneration for the house end its]
contents can be formed from the
fact that on one cccasion ghe was|
offered $100° apiece for the 12
pieces of tiling over the fireplace,
but the tiling, the last time I was
iior‘:rx;t there, was still where Betsy
eft it,

the rugged pine boards, out of

oot

Mr., Mund died in August of 1882

WAL ubie NOUSE  Was  uuut, e
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‘Held Funeral Rites!”

For P. J. Kelley
Last Saturday

East Falls Florist Succumbed
in Lankenau Hospital

Earlier in Week

f COMMUNITY - WORKER

Active in Serving His Fel-
lows During a Most
Useful Career

A large throng of mourners at-
tended solemn ehurch services in
St. Bridget's Church, East Falls,
last Saturday morning, when Pat-
‘rick J. Kelley, of 3027 North 35th
street, was faken away to his final
earthly resting place. His death oe-
curred in the Lankenau Hospital,
on Wednesdav. of last week, follow-
ing an illness of about five ‘weeks.

Mr, Kelley, who resided in East
Falls all of his life, had been en-
gaged in the floral and landscapilg
business practically all of his
|working years. The business will be
continued by members of his fam-

ily. 3
He was prominent in Knights of
Columbus circles; a marshal of St
Bridget’s Holy Name Society; a for-|
mer president of the East Falls
Business Meny' Association; a trus-
tee of the Young Mens' Literary
Institute:a director of the Falls
Schuylkill Building and Loan As-|
soeiation; and Democratic division
leader of the 37th Division of the
38th Ward.

He is survived by his wife (nee
Margaret §J. Kennedy, a fommer
resident of the 21st Ward, and six
childrenl, Following the Solemn-Re-
quiem Mass in St. Bridget's Chureh,
the interment was made in Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery.

T T e S e P

ornaments and time-worn pictures
of Colonial scenes. of the modest
dames and great Revolutionary
generals hung liberally around the
walls, had a peculiar interest for
Mrs. Mund, Of everything abou
her she had stoties to tell—and she
would tell them well, for it was a
__o_lahy with her. The simpic abode,
spotlessly elean and well preseryved,
had, through her efforts remained
in the very same condition as in

his widow continuing to res.

239 Areh street until her own .
ook place, which was in Sep
ber of 1897. Her body was
terred in Mount Vernon Cemef

| “Charles P. Mund, the son|
fhe patriotic old lady, was her sb,
survivor, and came into possessiol
of the Flag House, but now it be-
longs to the Betsy Ross Mamorial
Association, and will probably be
prescrved foreyer, ;

the days of old, when Bety's form
casf its shadow there snd when 5he|
smiled at the taunts of her Tory
iz_-lemds and her hushand died over
the cannon balls of the aspiing

colonies, |

"It always pleases me fo knew
that it was a Falls of Sehuylkill}
resident, who saved the place in|

which Old Glory fin s 3
existence.” 2 = oS el
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‘Laurel Hill’ Once Home of
Rawle - Shoemaker Fami ly |

Francis Rawle, Who Erected Old Fairmount Park Mansion,

Was Son-in-Law of Robert Turner, One of
Roxborough’s Original Patentees

“Laurel Hill” is a 'name which
‘has long been famillar with the
‘peaple of this vicinity, but there
are few who know that it was or-
iginally applied to the old Ran-
delph Mansion, below the Dauphin
street entrance to Fairmount Park,
| The struecture is Colonial” archi-
fecture, its interior being elaborate
with the fittings of the pre-Revo-
lutionary period. In its early days
it was the home of the Rawle fam-:
ily.

Francis Rawle, the first mha.blt—
ant of “Laurel Hill" was a desecend-
ant of an ancient family in Corn-

well, England.

His great-grandfather, also Fran-
cis Rawle, ecame to this country in
1686, emigrating from Plymouth,
anland and aettlmg in Philadel-
phis.

The son, who came from Eng-
land with him married in 1689 to
Martha Tumer ‘whose father, Rob-~
ert Turner, was one of the hoxders
of original land grants, in Roxhor-
.ough Township, from  William
‘Penn. Robert Turner through a
commission from the Founder of
Pennsylvania, was the Repister
General for the Probate of Wills,
and he in turn made his son-in-
law his deputy.

Francis Rawle, Jr., also became
Judge of the Caunty Courts of
Philadelphia, and a justice of the
Peacede%ﬂe expired in 1727, be
survived by six sons. The ¢
was the father of Franeis, 3rd.

Being of wealthy parentage,
Franeis 3rd, received a liberal edu-
cation as the schools of the time
and much travel afforded. TUpon
his return to Philadelphia, from a
| European tour, in 1755, he married
Rebecca Warner, of this city.

With his brother-in-law, Joshua
| Howell, he purchased in 1760, the
large tract of land on the east side
of the Schuylkill River north of
Fairmount. Rawle took a portion
of 31 acres, on which stood the old
dwelling, which he immediately
celled “Laurel Hill” while M.
Howell built a country home" upon
which he called “Edgeley."

Among the congenial neighbors,

Law wwvasteolal, oo Lo
this controversy came to a pemful
solution in 1784, when Major Parr,
in consideration of 300 pounds
conveyed all his mberest in “Laurel
Hill" to William Ra kg

In the two years at the French
minister resided at “Laurel Hill"
Lhe place became conspicuous for
its social activities,

Eventually the Rawle-Shoemuaker

family returned to “Laurel Hill,”

and while Bhoemaker had lost
much of wea,lth and influence
through  his ata,ualch Tory principles,

'he ended his davs peacefully in the

old mansion, on October 10th, 1816
Mrs. Shoemaker lingered 18 years

! longer, dying at her home on Ban-

som street, near Eighth, on Decem-
ber 21st 1819,

William Rawle sold “Laurel Hill"
to Dr. Philip Syng Physick, who
résided there but  a short time,
when it was again sold fo the Ran-
dolphs, from whom it received the
name which is now familiar to
Philadelphians,

In 1869 it became the property of
the Fairmount Park Commission,
and under its care remains as a
monument of the eventful occur-
rences in its immediate neighbor-
hood during the Revelution.
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Now and Then

As has been mentioned in this
column  before, there ‘'were at one
time two of the 21st Ward voting
divisions in the Falls of Schuylkill
Thege were both on Ridge avenue,
one at the Calumet street entrance
to Fairmount Park and the other
in the old Dove and Swan Tavern,
which stood on the Ridge road i};is
zide of old Nicetown lane.

And the recent election when all
nine of the Falls Division went
Democratic, wasn't the first time
that the voters of that section reg-
|istered their approval of the can-
didates of the party symbolized by
the Donkey.

Charley Whalley, in the old days
of the post-Civil War period was
well-known as a Democratic politi-
tgl leader. He held a position as
an alderman. & ‘onee told the
‘ollowing tale. At the time there
#was rule thab if the election officers!
ldid not get through counting the!
Avotes in time for the last train to
the City, they were fo carry ‘the

haIIcthem hﬂ’bhe vy -
ifman, and leave it i his charge|
luntil the next morning Whalley
was the return judge. A late counf
ab the old Dove ‘and Bwan made
this necessary oh one ogcasion. So
with Joseph Bmith, a Republican,
'Whmley carried the box - ap to the

me’of Alderman Albricht, Plag-s
ing the box down on the floor of
Alhr"’ght's parlor, the election offi-
gers said, “Mr. Alderman Lkindly
keep vour-eye on thiz box till we
call for it in the morning,

At 8 the next day, Whalley a,nd'

Smith found Albrighl seated be-
side the box, where they had placed
it the night before, leaning with
{his arms on & table, glaring wild-
ieyed at the ballet box. “I'm mighty
glad you've come” he said, “I'm
[peitmg blamed sleepy and blamed
tur'd watching that box.”
I ‘Tt appears that A‘Lbrlgh‘r with &
(Lonscientiousness, which is Little to
be seen In  these times, had sat
there  throush the long night;
(keeping his ey:es glued on the bal-
ot hox.

Mention of the old Schuylkill
!Lnn at the Falls in a recent article
in this eolumn brought forth a
reminiscense from an old resident
of the 21st Ward, as follaws:

“Every ofice in a while, when I
was a lad, we used to hear of con-
‘troversies between the authorities

'1Iver
{about encroachments on the river
bed. Prior fo the construction of

and the property owners alonz the
and ecanal in Manayunk,

the eanal, in 1819-1821, and thell
building of the Fan‘mcunt - Dany,
the tide ebbed and flowed to within
a short distance of Norristown.
The building of the dam breasts
brevented the tide from going wup
the stream; except i times of
freshets. Theu properiies alone the
river, according to their deeds, ex-
tend to what was known as the low
water mark. |
“It was to this mark, or line, that|
many of the Manayuni pwpcrblea.
extended. Many of the prese

Tday factories in Manayunk

on what was formerly the river bed
In Montgomery County, on  the
||west 'side of the stream, af amt
Ib&'.ow Manayunk, the same gons<
,;11£'10ns prevail. Some of the larg-
est of the American Bridge Com=|

|pany’s buildings stand on what!
‘were once . coves. These Werg
straightened oub, a mew channel
was dredged for the ‘canal boats|
and the towpalh made straight. ;
The only objection to the filling in|
of the river to the low water mark|
|was based on the narrowing of the |
triver bed, which it was eclaimed.|
iwould make high freshets in the
Schuylkill more “destructive to the|
properties along the river, To this
fact, in my mind; ¢an  be traced
the reason'for the mud and cinder|
flats near Boat House Row. The
swiff, eurrent i the narrow por-|
tiong of the stream carry the refuse
down to the more turgid &tretnﬁex I
of the Schuylkill nearer Fa )

“Recently T understand the Sﬁa‘%ﬂ.
and Governméntal cfficials F-ye
‘made rulings on the property Jes, |
which has de?ae away with . cone-|




' A Manayunk school teacher who
15 nofi exnctly delirously happy. oven
the historieal gignificance of Iast
Tuesday, was greally shoeked a faw
weaks agsa,

One of her pupils; a lad
samettor this seotion ‘several vears

who

ago from Poland, ‘was, asked o
write & compogition telllns of Ini'f'i
sxperiences  while . on shipboard.
The litfle fellow zave s complete)
aeeotnt of the trip from the day!
he entered the steerage of fthe!
vessel until it docked at New York_._‘
He told of the amusements he had
taken part in, of the days he wag
g0 sick he thought he would never
{Bee land again, and of there being
a smaller number of immigrants
than usual on the ship.

Then came the siatement which
starfled the tedcher, almost as
much as her recent pay cut.  “We
had plenty of rum on deck; and so
had lots of fun” wrote the young-
(gter. The boy was plied with
‘plerity of questions concerning the
‘stalement. He replied, “That’s all
right, teacher, there was plenty of
iroom on deek for us to play.”
‘Was then asked Lo spell the
“Room,” and spelled it “r-u-m"
{This rclieved fhe teacher, who aft-
er a good laugh, showed the lad
how bBoth words are spelled,

SCOAFF |
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Now and Then

‘To the older reszdents. of this
‘Section the name of Winpenny Is
‘a familiar one. It was recalled by
‘a recent visit to North Laurel Hill
Cemetery, where the name was
seenn upon @ gravestone,  bringing
back to mind, Mrs, Mary W. Win-
penny, the widow of William Win-

enny.

This Iady was the daughter of
-mmck ‘and Mary Witt, and was
born April 19th 1833, in Malvern,
Chester County, Pennsylvania In
er early womanhood she was mar-
ned to Willilam Winpenny, the only
|zon of Samuel and Elizabeth Win-
ipenny.  The couple subsequently
moved fo Manayunk, where Mrs.
‘Winpenny became a member of
the First Baptist Church. After-
ward the family removed to the
Falls of Schuylkill. Two children,
!Eliza;’b&tb, who married Dr. F.
{Pampanilla, and Samuel, who
'married Eliza Shronk, were ‘born to
tshe Winpennys.

~The son, Bamuel, followed his

in a sea life and became
engi in the employ of the

ites, in the Guif of Mex-
mo He died at the height of his
manhood,

Mrs. Winpenny,
September 20th,
buried in North

He |

his fathers farm
las a lad, and remained af the old
homestead until misfortune swept
raway the family’s finances, making
Pt necessary for the male members
ﬂf the elan to shift for themselves.
as  he was Tfamiliarly
, came to Ameriea, where he
friends who owned a dairy
farm in Chestnug Hill, But he
didn’t stay long, going from there
to New York, and then back to St.
Mary's, Pennsylvania, finally re-
moving to the Falls, in 1857, where
-.-'- found empwyment in the Pow-
?rs & Weightman laboratory,
Later he became interested in
¢ dairy business, and was the
irst lo-erect & home on what is
;m}w Calumet street, About 1896
the went into the contracting busi-
ness and prospered in if, continu-
{ing this sort of work until his final
idllness. Hig lasy wish was thag his
1horses be disposed of, which was
|done,
1 When still young, he married
(Miss Doreas Mahon, and made four
trips back to the old country before
s death,
L # &= & W =

| The first sermen delivered by a
|-Methedist minister in this part of
the city, was preached in Mana-
yunk, in August of 1821, by Andrew
McCaskey, & local p\raa.cher from |
Philadelphia, in a frame house.
which formerly stood on the ground
in _1‘-.1_18 vicinity of Main street and

een lape:
| In 1822 or 1823, Rev. Jacob
Gx‘ubﬁr then preacher In charge ol
Bristol Court, finding a few Meth-
odists in Manayunk, orpanized a
class, and thus Manayunk became
a part of Bristol Cowrt.

This class met in the house of

|John Porter, at Wissahickon, and|

was led by John Ross.

In 1827, circuit preachers from
Bristol commenced to hold regular
meetings in Manayunk, at the
house of William Batchelor, near
the Tocks., This was
(ISt formation of Mount Zion
Church,

They afterward met in a yellow
schoolhouse, which stood on the
|west side of Main street, below
|Rector street,

In 1828 the first Sunday School
1Was formed, with John Mallison as
superintendent
M. E. Church
built on Levering’

street; ‘on the|

ground mow occupied by the Dixie- |
In 1834 this church

Rose theatre,
was made s separate station and
had Chestnut Hill under its charge,
In 1836 another change was made
and Mount Zion became a part cf
‘4 eireuit known as the Manayunk
and Norristown Circuil, but in fhe
same year, or early in 1837 Mouny
Zion again became & separate
station, ;

In 1841 the building on Green
lane (now St. Luey's Church) was|
commenced and on Pebruary 5th,
1842, was dedicated. In 1871 the
interior of this building was thor-
remodeled and re-furnish-

'mnhaez Joney:

really the|

In 1831 the first|
in DManayunk was!

the smprwements bemg

e a —

{meaning the little daughter of a

1kiN” it will be recalled, was glven.

__cemher 17th, 1871, | -
outside of the huilfﬁh‘:g was ¢ _
ed and improved, Mt, Zion, {
merged with the Firs; M. E. of
Roxborough, is thus the mother of
the following Methedist Episcopal
Churches: Ebenezer, First M. E,
Falls M, E., Conshohocken and the
Wissah.wkom all of these having
been offsprings of the old Mana-
vunk church. There was also a
mission at Pencoyd, which had an
attendance of 80 scholars.

] L] * *

One of {tie Indian names for the
Schuylkill river was “Ganshewe-
hanna” or:“Noisy Water,” so called
because, before the bpuilding of the
Fairmount dam, the river was
|subject to the rise and fall of the
itide; which made, at places where
itg bed was irregular or rogky, falls/
and descents, where, at the going
out of the tide, the water ran or
fell with some violence or shock.
~ “Manaiunk,” ‘another of the
stream’s names, means ‘ol place
'of - drinking.  According to tradi-|
tion, the Indians called the rlver
“Mother,” and “Maidén Creek”
branch of the Schuylkill a,bove
Reading, was called “Onteelatnes,”|
great mother, The name “Schuyl-|
by the Dutch, and means “Hidden
River,” on account of the strange
formation at the confluence with|

lthe Delaware, which made the
smaller stream difficult for those
‘|unuccustomed to the neighbor-
hood, to Iocate. . v e
1 SCCATFF 1
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\Falls Pmsbyterzan Church
| Organized 75 Years Ago

i 3 -— . _.‘,'.
Congregation Was Mothered By Manayunk Presbyterian

'| and Fourth Reformed Churches.—Dr. Joseph Beggs
Was Iis First Clergyman.—Rev. Aaron T. Muys-
kens Receives Unanimous Call as New Pastor.

At a congregational meeting held
‘at the Falls Presbyterian Church,
4510 Ridge avenue, last week, Rev.
Aaron T. Muyskens received a
unanimous ecall to  accept the
pastorate of that church.

Mr. Muyskins, fermerly served in
New Jersey, and will on November
10th, next, present his credentials
to the Philadelphia Presbytery, so
| that he may assume charge of the
tlocal church as soon as possible.

Beginning next Sunday, the Falls
Presbyterian congregation will hold
a series of services in celebration
of the T5th anniversary of the
| church.

In the fall of 1855, prayer meet-
ings were held in private homes
'at the Falls of Schuylkill, by Rev.
| Andrew Culver, of the Manayunk
| Preshyterian Church and Rev. Wil-
|liam Fulton of the Fourth Reform-
led Church.

In November of the same year,

Thompson, John Chadwick, John
MeClay, Agnes MeClay, John Bell,
John Maxwell, Willisen Cowan,
Samuel MeKinley, and John Buch-
anan.

John Kinnier, and John Hope
were ordained ruling elders and
composed the first gession. Rev.!
Joseph Beggs was continued as
supply.

The Lord's Supper was dispensed
for the first time in December of
1836, with four new members being

the upper room of the Old Aca-

‘demy bullding on Indian Queen
‘lane, southwest of the Norristown
‘branch of the Reading railroad,
|was fitted up for services at a cost
uf $70, a,nd in' Ja,nua.ry oi 1856, the

first preaching servic.e 'was conduct--

ed by Rev. J. H. M. Knox, of Ger-
mantown, The following' month,
on February 12th, 1856, the Sabbath

School was organized with John

Kinnier, as superintendent.

On February 18th, 1856, Rev. Jo-|

seph Beges, of Roxborough, began
to preach in the afternoons as stat-
ed supply. And in October of 1856,
a petition was presented to the
Presbytery, at a meeting in Brides-
burg, asking for an organization.

| The congregation was therefore,
regularly organized on November
7th 1856, by Revs. Job F. Halsey,
:Joseph Nesbitt, and Joseph Beggs,
with Elders Robert ‘Mogee and
Franecis H. Latch. The sermon was

‘delivered by Dr. Halsey, from Mazk

15:19, The following ‘twenty-one
'members composed the church: By
Certificate: John Kinnier, Mrs

|Mary A. Kinnier, John Hope, Mrs.{

Janet. Hope, .Rﬁblnson McKinley,
Mrs, Jane Mcﬁ;iu]ey, John Morrow,
Mrs. _Jane Morrow, John Bailey,

Mary A. Harper. By Prdﬂssim
Robert Stewarl, Elizabeth

added, by profession.

Mrs. Mary Jane Cowan, who later
became Mis, Porter, and who lived
until but a few yearfs ago, joined
the churchpn March 13th, 1857,

The presend site of the c¢hurch
was purchased from Andrew Robe-
son on November 30th, 1866, at
which time t}]e property ran dovi

‘to the water-line of the Schuyl.ml

river,

September 'rth 1867, saw the cor-
nerstene of the chureh laid, and
the building was enclosed hefore
winter, On April 22nd, 1868, Rev.
Joseph Beggs, rf-e,lgned his pastor-|
ale at Roxborough, snd devoted his|
entire time fo the Falls CONEreEa-)
tion. The church was dedicated on:
Getober 11th, 1868. The late James
Dohson, always a benefactor of ths!
church, presented a pipe organ to)
the congregation and il was played,
for the first time on Noyember 274 h,
1870,

On November 17th, 1872, Jamm
MeMurtie and SamuFl McKumey
were ordained elders. John Mazx-|
well was ordained an elder on No-|
vemiber 15th, of 1874, 4

The Sunday School building
came into being in 1820, the corner-
stone being laid, on May 1ith of)
that year. Addresses were made hy'
the lafe John Wanamaker, Messys.
Gecrge 8. Graham, W. H. Scott,
Robert Ogden, and Revs. Thomas
Murphy, ard W. €, Cattell. 'The
struetire cost approximately $10,000.

On March 3rd, 1891, Josinh Lin-
ton, George B. Ga.Ha,gher and James
Starrett were installed as T'ullng
elders.  And the latter serves in
the same capacity today, h-wmh
served 40 years In the position of
trust, a mcord which is one o pe
proud of [

Alexander Thompson, mtgaret

The present Session is composéd
of Jumes and Alexander Starretf,

| gation from 1895 until 1900, when
‘“he was succeeded by John Milton

Bteckel, and William B, Cooke, who |

‘Waller MacIndos, Willlam Hale

listead, Dayid Borland and William
If‘itma,tmck

i Joseph Beggs, D. D, L L. D, was'

released from charge of the church
\and made pastor emeritus on April’
1%th, 1894, being stcceeded, on
January 10th, of 1895, hy Rev.
Hbherman H. Doyle, of Moundw;llu
West Virginia,  Samuel H. Mav-
berr'y was ordained an elder on
September 1sf, 18985,

Dir. Doyle scrvecl the Falls cnngre-

Thompson, D. D., who was paf;tqr
until 1804, when he resigned. His|
place was taken by the late William |
Melancthon Glasgow, who was fol-/

|lowed in succession by the Revs

Benjamin B. Royer, Samuel W.

|
served the church up until October
12th, of last year, when he resigned.

Sinee that ftime, the echurch has
boen without the ser‘vi_ces of a reg-

|| wlar pastor, and the coming of MMy
| Muyskens -will be a welcome one.

The opening service of the dia-

1 mond celebration which will be held

|\ next Sunday morning, will find Rev.
" Richard Montgomery, Stated CGlerk
q,f the Presbytery of Philadelphia

Ncrth in the pulpit, prepared to
deliver an historical sermon. This
old-time friend of the Falls Preshy-
terian Church was for many vears
associated with Rev. Dr. Begps, the
first pastor, and his address will
undoubtedly be listened o with
great interest. |
| The following Wednesday evening
thas been designated Young Peoples
Night, and on Friday evening, Oc-
(fober 12th there will be a Congre-
gational Banguet, at which time
seyeral former pastors are expected
to be present, as well as clergyimen
from the sister churches in the
Falls.

‘The closing serviee of the series
will be held on Sunday, November
15th, when the sermons will he
preached “by Rev. Dr. John Milton
Thempson, of Far Rockaway, N. ¥.,
who formerly served the loeal
church as its pastor.
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Falls Methodists'
Are Observing An
100th Anniversary

Holding Services to Mark
Coming of “Methodism
to Kast Falls”

SPECTAL PROGRAMS

First Meetings Were Held in
Home of Religions
Loeal Residents

Next Sunday has been designated
“Praise Sunday,” at the Falls Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, Indian
Queen lane and Krail street, East
Falls. Rev. B. Smith stull, pastor
of the church, announces that a
noted preacher, Lieutenant Colonel
James A Harvey, Divisional Com-
mander of the Salvation Army, will
speak at the 11:10 A. M, service.

These current services are !
commemoration of the 100th anni-|
evrsary of “Methodism in East
Falls.” T

For nexl{ Sunday night, beginning
at 7:30 o'clock, a spendid musical

Smith, chorister, who is also the|
leader of the Falls Male Chorusd,
In the chureh service, renditions
will be glven by the Falls Mixed
Chorus and the Philco Male
Chorus. '

Methodism came to the Falls of
Schuylkill first, in 1837, when a
class meeting was held on Sunday
afternoon in the home of Andrew
Gilmore, on Ridge avenue, in charge
of Abraham Asev. Praver meetings|
(were held on Wednesday evenings,
in a stone house on Ridge avenue,
in which lived Daniel Glacking and
John Jacksony and still later public
services were held in the Old Acad-
emy on Indian Queen lane. The
pulpit was supplied by men from
'the Philadelphia Local Preachers’
|Association.

In 1832 the Falls organization was
added to the circuit with Manayunk
and Fairmount; Rev. John Henry
pbeing the preacher in charge and
Rev. B. Smith the junior preacher.
At the houyse of Hugh DeHaven
'the Bunday School was started, Mr.
DeHaven providing the books and

ather reguisiles, while he, hiz wife,

.and daughter, were the (eachers
‘and officers,
The Methodist Conference of 1840

appointed Rev, Robert A. McNa-

the Falls, Fairmoun{ now being a
station. In 1845 the Falls group
‘consisted of 45 members, which still
held its meetings in the Old Acad-
‘emy, and was supplied by local
preachers from JBt. Bion Chureh,
~The male members of the Falls
organization consulted with the

in |

(of new structure added. lo the build-

[ tenb, with o seating eapacity of 2
treat hag been arranged by Joseph| g capacity 16

mee as pastor at Manayunk and

sale,

trigteds of Mount Zion Chirch and
its pastor, on May 26th, 1851, and
considered the adviseability of
building a chureh structure at the
Falls, in order that members might
{have preaching every Sunday. The|
cutcome of the meeting was a de-
cision to build the place of worship.
The first step taken was to elect
a board of nine trustees. Having
only seven male members residing
al the Falls, who could serve as
trustees, according to the discipline
of the Methodist Episcopal rulings.|
Edward Preston and Charles M.
Sutton, of Manayunk, were elected|
members of the Board, and to the
counsel and financial assistance of|
these [wo men the forwarding of
the enterprise owed much of its
success,
The first. Board of Trustees con-
sisted of Israel Foster, Joseph
Clegg, Albert G. Marley, Thomas
G. Wyatt, Andrew McGaw, James
Dykes, James Mills, Sr., BEdward
Preston and Charles H. Sutton.
| James Mills, 8r., was elected pres-
lident; Israel Foster, treasurer: and
James Dykes, secretary. A build-
ing committee was named, which
consisted of Mr, Foster, Mr. Mills
and Mr, Clegg. The next day the
committee purchased a lot, 53 feet
x 100 feet, with a building on the
lot, at the corner of Frederick and
Stanton streets. The front of the
structure was removed and 15 feet

ing, until it was 30 % 45 feet in ex-

persons. The entire cost amounted
fo  $2,25865 - which included the
amount paid for the lat,

| The first Board of Slewards was
appointed on October 29th, 1855, by
it_he presiding elder, Rey, James H.
Alday, and congisted of Albert {3

{|Marley, Edward R. Freas, William
|Shronk, Charles Wonderly, and
|[James Mills. The organization was
effected by Rey. James Cunning-
tham, presiding elder, on March 29th
1855, and Rev. Joseph Elree was the
first regularly appointed pastor of
the church as an individual unit.
Other pastors who have served
the gongregation include Revs. W.
C. Best,» William * 8mith, Silas B.
Eesf, J. R, Bailey, J 8. J. McCon-
nell, Stephen Townsend, Jacob H,
Hughes, Thomas B. Neely, Maris
Graves, George A, Wolfe” J. C.
| Wood, Wilmer Coffman, P. J. Cox,
Eli Pickersgill, Nathaniel Turner, T,
T. Mutchler, J. W. Rudolph, Robert
A, McTlvain, J, J. Timanus, 8. K.
McConnell, Richard Turner, A.
Percival Hodgson, F. A. Gacks, Jos-
eph Gallagher, Francis H. Tees,
‘John S, Tomlinson, Harold St. Clair
Carter and the present pastor ,Rey,
|B. Smith stull.
| In 1871 it was thought desireable
to seek a new site for the church
home. The committee appointed to
view building lots on Indian Queen
lane, which were then offered for
ale, included, John M., Shronk,
John Schofield and James Miils.
These men reported back on Mareh
: 1&%.;& vising 185 of GBB

purchas

procured from Alexander Krail for
the sum of $1875.

In 1872 a building committes was
.Irlame_d, with the following men
'serving on it: Rev. Maris Grayes,
James Mills, Edward Foster, Fran-
cis Ferguson and John M. Shronk.
Work was pushed on the project
and after the cornerstone had been
1aid on August 3rd, 1872, the lecture
roon was opened for public service
on February 2nd. of 1873. Rev.
 George A, Wolfe was then the pas-

ftor.ﬂ Formal dedication at the end
of construction of the bhuilding was
made on October 31st, 1873,
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Feats Of Russian
[Flyers Reeall The
Exploring Of Kane

Philadelphia Physician Took!

Sailing Ship Into Far -.
Northern Wastes

EARLY SCIENTIS_T

{Tomb in Laurel Hill Ceme-
i tery Overlooks Schuylkill
1 River and Park

|
Men and women throughout the|
.world marvel at the feats of the
|two Russiah girplane crews which|
recently flew over the North Pole
lon their way from Moscow to the
{United States. And camped on the
'frozen fields of the North there is,
|still an expedition of seientists,
also from Russia. who are making
surveys of the region which w
for so many years a mystery to
mankind.

The lacal resident who motors
cityward along the East River Drive
can see, just below the two railroad!
‘bridges at the Falls of Schuylkill,
| the burial place of one of Philadel-
phia's great explorers of an earlier
day—Elisha Kent Kane, who has
co-lateral descendants residing in
| Roxborough, in the Harlan family.

If the motorist is curious and
|gazes of the steep embankment at
the extreme northern limit of
‘Laurel Hill Cemetery, he will see
‘stretehed up and down the hillside,
a series of low stone posts, with a
heavy chain connecting them. These
posts and chain surround the tomh
of Kane, the Arctic explorer and
intrepid adventurer of the period
|prior to the Civil War,

The year 1853 saw Philadelphia
send Poleward this man who blazed
the trail to the farthest North for
| Admiral Robert E. Peary in his
sailing ship, and Admiral Richard

| of measurement. Fissures

|river, at Grays Perry;
'Wissahickon Creek, whose

'it, because the entire span of his|
life only extended about 35 years.

| with Mezico. the prominznt cifi-

| to
|through his life nc had to assert

Byrd and Floyd Bennett in . fheir
giant Fokker, the “Josephine Ford",
who followed after Kane, fo over-
come the icy wastes.

Elisha Kent Kane left the Spruce
styeet home of the Wistar's where
he had attended a pariy, and pro-
ceeded to Washington, D. C., where

‘| was a

he enlisted for mﬂu;a.ry Serviee tn
the Mexican War. Returhing from
this adventure -he immediately
started to lay his plans for reaching
the Pole. Kane Basin, in North-
western Greenland« perpetuates his
name. In his writings it is reyealed
that he was a man of courage, dog-
bed persistence and steadfast hum-
our, and well deserved the admir-
atlon of these who have since
followed his trail into the North.

Kane's thoughts, while in the Are-
tic, continually brought him back
fo his home, which was in Fern

|Rock. He seldom saw a glacier

without comparing it in size to the
main building of Girard College,
which he apparently used as a unit
in the
ice he compared to the Schuylkill
or to the
ever-
green glade he wes particularly
fond of, though he saw too little of

Upon his return from Lhe war)|
reng of Fhiladelphia presented him
with a sword. In 1850 he started,
upon two days’ notice, to the
North, with Dehaven, as surgeon,
on an expedition to solve the dis-
appearance of Sir John Franklin.{
Again, in 1853 he returned to the
Polar region with his own expedi-
tion, and took a sailing wvessel
nearer to the Pole than any other
such ship had been pushed belore.
While on this trip he took a sledge
ride and discovered the Humboldg|
glacier, on the west coast of Green-|
land, one of the chief sources o1
icebergs which affilicy the steamer
lanes of the North Atlantic.

Kane served his internship as &
doctor in the Pennsylvania Hos-|
pital before he was 21 years of age.|
In a few months he was 8enioi!
resident physician. He never ceased.
to apply himself to his books, &8s

well as the patients of the wa,rds,,
and wrote several theses on little
known secretions, which comanand-
ad the respeetful attention of the
medical profession,

A doctor himself, he was unable
eure his own ailments. AL

his strong will against illness. He
sufferer from rheumatism {

and also from the coast fever ﬁhi(}h

he brought back from a trip td
Africa. Neither in Greenland, or in
the torrid zones did he have any
| fears of his condition, Yet he is
described as having a nervnus tem-
permanent, possessing irrepressibie
energy which rivaled the action
that was attributed to “he of the
Big stick”.

In 18456 he made up his mind oo
become a practitioner .n Philadel-
phia, and had even rented an office
with thal purpose iu mind, but rhe
call of the wild was rtoc strong . far
him and he obeyed it

However, he must not be classed
with  the ordinary globe- trotter
seeking thrills, whose senthnentaI'
Jjourneys only serve to gratify a
passion foy .change and excitement.
Wherever he went he carried
science with him, and Sir William
Osler was not more versatile in ob-
selvation and research. If an ill
man could accomplish as much as
'Kane did, what might he not have

| done if his hody had always fole

|lowed his commands?
One of Kane’s comrades, a Phila~

Idelphian, who was the last survivor
of the final expedition, cmi&}d

Kane on his back when the latier|

was too feeble to move. It was &
labor of love and not of command,
--fnr the' stalwart comrade to serve
h]q leader, and all of his men had

{a eimilar feeling of devotion for |

itheir chief. Kane was not only a!
man of science and a brave ex-
plorer, but he was aise g bom*
lea,der of imen,

]
e
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Local Residents Possess |

* Historic American Drums|

| |
Wﬂham E. Marley Owns One That Was Carrled in Battle‘
of Germantpwn.-—Stanley Hart Cauffman’ s Tam-
bor Saw Service in War of 1812

Zéel

Ong 'of the -earliest musical
instruments one which was known
:o most of the aboriginal ‘tribes m
parts of the world, is the drum.|
Drums have kept time with men’s
march of progress during his entire

‘develepment.
- With this opening pa.ragmph. .ﬂm
reader will surmise that is,

‘therefore, a story of drmns‘ ‘ﬂm
: ect was brought up in a ren It
conversation about these '
‘ments, with William E. Marla?.
r., of 4127 Ridge avenue, East
Ealls.

‘Mr. Marley possesses one 0! the |
‘Nation's most historical drums,
Made prior to the American Reva-
{ution, in Germantown, it was ear-
‘ried by Joseph Sorber, a resident
of that neighboring village, in the
‘Battle of Gerrhanttswn. om Oct.aher
Ath, 1771,

&omemmt deeper than the pres-
Iaﬁ-dwdrmn) its head held in|
i on by wooden rims that are|

'tlsntened by ropes, with leather
hasps, it differs from the modern
‘instrument which is tightened and
ttmed with rods and t.humbscrews‘

Mr, Marley’s drum was also used
Lat Camp Stokley, on the site of
‘the Queen Lane Pumping Btation,
‘near School House lane, when the
L—;‘:im of this locality were being
irecruited for ser\rlce in the Civil
War,

A small label, pasted inside the
drum, tells that it was given to|,
“Squire William Sorber, who gave| .
it to his grand-nephew, Theodore
Marley, in 1885;" who in turn pre—
sented it to Albert A. Marley, in
135'? ‘The latter turned it over to.

bmther William E. Marley, Sr,,

present owner, in 1929. The
|m&cﬁpﬁon states that the drum
was brought to  the Falls of
Bchuylkill in 1803. 'This “anclen|
dnstrument is in the best of repair
and has been earried in many loca

- eorps was the pioneer nrgrmizatinni

parades, including /e Fourth of

July celebrations in  Roxborough Passed A-way

and Manayunk. | o
Mr. Marley, its owner, iz a well

known musician of many years
activity. He has instructed secores
lof men end boys to play the drum,
inchuding his own =ons and grand-
son,  His first effort as 2 band
instruetor was with Lhe old River- |
side Section of the Cadets of Tem- |
| perance. whose fife and drum

of its kind in the Falls. His most
recent. endeavor was an instructoy
of the Sons of Veterans Bugle and
Drum Corps. of Roxborough.

Another historie drum, which is
owned by a local resident; is the
property of Stanley Hart Cauft-
man, conductor ef the Roxborough
Symphony Orchesira, who resides
at 137 Rochelle avenue, Wissa~
hickon, : e

Mr. Caufiman's drum iy known
tachnically as a “tambor” and in
sige is between fthe present-day
trap and bass drums. It is not as |
flat as the former, and is as deep
as it is round. Ropes and leather
Imake up its tightening apparatus.
It has a double head.

The “tambor” was made in Ger-
mantown, for the Lafayette Guards
of Philadelphia and carried in the
"War of 1812. }

In addition to this musical relie,/
{ Mr. Cauffman possesses a collee-
tion of war helmets, including those |
worn by Aﬂ{térxcan mldiers in all nf
(this country’s wars. Among the,
“‘hea.cl protectors” (are helmels of
(the American Revolution, the War
of 1812, Mexican War, Spanish|
American War, and  the Wor1d|
t:t:mﬂicf.. Thele is also a headplece

t was used in the Franca Prus-
-c\ian Var and one used by a French |
soldier in  Napoleon's  Waterlno
cawnpalgn, This coliection is aug-
mented by sults ol early German
and Persipn armor and other m—-|
Leresting Americsn milijary 1'911(:1_-1.]

PATRICK J. KELLEY
mfsl. Ealls florist, who expired after
waaks 111ness. in the Lankenau
pltal Solemn services, attended by
fe following of his friends, were
Id iv #t. Bridgei’s Church, last Sat-
Iy morr ng.
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| ichael Arnold Told-
. Of Days Spent At Falls

i) stmgulshed Barrister Resided in Old Hotel on Ridge

&

Avenue, Below Indian Queen Lane

e 'ro Judge Albert S, C. Millar, of |

Quean Lane ‘Manor, goes the honor
having been the first person
rom the 38th Ward to serve on the
] m}h of the Common Pleas Courts
iof Philadelphia,
' In making this statement there
13;111 probably be s good many old|
‘time residents of this section who|

‘o j arise and say “You're alll
rong! How about the late Mich-
Arnpld?” ;

* Whereupon we must come back
th the answer that when Judge
rnold w5 appointed to the Com-
on Pleas bench, there was no
gath ‘Ward. That political division
. ther,, either the 28th Ward, or
e 21st Ward. We haven't been
le to trace the dates positively
ennugn to definitely state which
one the former judge lived in at
that time. But it’s a fact never-
theless.

- And If Judge: Millar gels re-
elected to thal position again, it is
Imped that he'll create a record as
nendable as that of his pre-
flom the Falls of Schuyl-

Kill,
M)_ﬂbﬂ.—ﬂ Arnold as a lad, resided
in what is familiar today as the
Falls Holel, which was conducted
by Mrs, Matilda Whelen, who ex-
pired a week ago, At the lime
Judge Arnold lived there,

Fred Perry Powers, in a booklet
entitled “Early Schuylkill Bridges,”
published by the City Historical
Bociety in October of 1910, has this
to say concerning the old Falls
Hotel, guoting an old Philadelphia
guide book: “Having crossed the
Schuylkill bridge (High, or Market
street) take the flrst right hand
road, this will econduct you along
the River Schuylkill . . . ., Having
proceeded on this road aboul four
miles, you may either sltop at
Mendenhalls inn  (opposite Nice-
(fown lane) or cross the river on a
chain bridge of modern construc-
lion, a short distance above, and in
E.ight of the falls, to a house of
public enteitamment called the
“Falls Tavern, on the eastern side
of the Schuylkill.”

Judge Arnold established pro-
cedures in the courts of Philadel-
phia, which are gtill recognized and

(ef Michael Arnold,”

the |
place was in charge of his father.

lthouse on the Ridge road near the

|| July. )

followed by attomey; of today, In

}the Falls Star—an old newspaper—
of May 10th, 1884, there appeared
an article entitled ‘“‘Recollections
which was
exceedingly interesting, It reads
as- follows: ;

“My residence af the Falls com-
menced in 1852, although I was
tamiliar with the plage during five
or six years before that time. The
houses were built of gtone, wood or
brick, roughecast, I thinlk the first
pressed brick home was that oc-
cupied by Louis Naher, on Ridge
road above the lane leading te the
Reading Railroad bridge.

“Spencer street—mow ' OCalumet—
and all ‘the streets on the hill,
near the Norristown railvoad, were
not yet laid out. James street—
now Stanlon—was built up slowly,

ag improvements did not come fast|

during the time prior to 1860,

| Ridge road was a turnpike. %

| *“There was no street railway,
brick pavements or boardwalks,
consequently muddy walking was

to the Reading Railroad “bridge. Jﬁt%
the upper corner of that road - - -
its. junction with Ridge rcad - - -
was an old stone wall and a black-
&mith shop, The corner was called
“Hard Corner,” on account of the
bad walking in wet weather and the
fact that the wall was generally
occupien by men whose feel pro-
truding made the narrow sidewalk
more difficult of getting over,

“The Baptist Church had becn
built; so had several small houses
between it and Ridge road;. but
there were none above the church.
In fact, all that ground now skirted
by the houses of Queen lane was
wild grown, blackberry bushes and

quite frequent,

“The mode of travel to the city
‘was by stage, and in the summer
by steamboals on the river; even
the daily papers were brought out

iby steamer. The daily mail was
about a dozen letiers.
‘ “Dobsons’ mills  were called

|Shaws Mill, and consisted of the
old sguure building on Scott's lane,
1 have seen it burned out two or
three times. ;

“PFire companies came ouf J?rom1
the city and mode their visit a duty
and a pleasure trip also, Watgr
was pumped into the engines, as
there were no fire plugs, and. in a
short time the pumps got choked
up with gravel stones.

“There was an old mill and dye

entrance to the public school house,
which was called Nugent's Mill. It
was burned out several times.
“That part of Laurel Hill, above
Clearfield street, was called Kelly's
Hill. There was a tavern on it, which
was B great resort on the Fourth of

“There were no houses on that
side of Ridge road, helow the .old
hotel - - - near the road leading

.enough for people to sit in.

‘chestnut trees flourished: and pos-
sessed great altractions for | the
birds. Rabbits and squirrels came
that far down, and I have been told
that woodcock also ventured there.
“The old schoal house was somne-
times used for school on weekdays
‘and church on Sundays, It was ded-
‘leated by Williamm Moore Smith (o

(Robert Watkins, Godfrey Shronk

William Deal, Robert Ralston, and
Charles Hagner in the year 1816, on
trust as a church and school for
all denominations. Public exhibi-
tions, concerts, ete., were also givern
the1e Inchsms - - = mock and real
- - - came there.. Now you go tc
the eircus to see them.

“Samuel Garrett lived tarther up
in the woods, The country around
him was wild indeed. Il has been
said that his house wag occupied
by Count Von Donop, one of the
the commanders of the Hessian
contingent to the 'British Army,
during their oceupancy of Philadel-
phia; prior to the Battle of Ger-
mantown,

“Down in the wvalley below his
hotise, the ground was in hollows,
Round like old cellars, and it was
said that the Hessiang troups dug

it out that way for their winter
quarters.
“Mr. Garrett was an Bgreeable

old géntleman, who liked lo havel
people call and falk with him. On a
Sunday morning his house was a|
fayorite resort for his acquain-|
ifances, It was built of logs, had one]
big room and a fireplace large

~ “The land he occupied had been
in the Garrelt family since hefore
the time of Penn, and had passed
by descendance down to him. It is
said that some of his ancestors were.
murdered there by robbers,

“The old residents of the F-él.lls-
whom 1 remember, were Richard
Penn Smith, Emmanuel Krail, Wil-
liam Sorber, Samuel Winpenny, and

Elizabeth Morison, all of whom are
‘now dead, They were agreeable and
intelligent talkers, with whom I
frequently  conversed ahnd learned
many of the traditions of the place
- - - that d8 notf get into books, but
are carried down in memory from
one generation lo another.”

SCCAFF
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Falls of Schuylkill Adds
_C@_pter to City History

Section Took Name
From Rocks Now

Submerged by Dam

in Fairmount Park

(Illusirated on Picture Puge)

With an interesting and romantic
hackground comparable to any other
old section of this city, Falls of
Schuylkill has made its contribu-
tion to the annals of Philadelphia
County, the history and develop-

Cupy 2 house on the northwest eor- |
nar of Vaux and Ainslie Sireets,
vhich 1s part of the original Gar-}
1-iison property.
Jives In this house. His son, Nor- | |
man Garreft, & former resident of |

clubs in ithe Falls, They were |
known as the Society of St. David’s, |
and the Colony in the Schuylkill, |
The former later merged with the |
latler. Present members of the
Fishing Company of the State in|
Sehuylkill are drawn from some ‘of|
Philadelphia’s oldest families, and
early members of the old fishing
elub included some of the most col-.

Samuel Garretb| ©rful fgures in American history.

Falls of Schuylkill is rich in his-
torical Jandmarks. One of these is/

the Falls, now living in German-| & building on the east side of|

iown, 18 g former commander of |
Tenry H. Houston Post No. 3l
nerican Legion, and 1s active in
cn affairs in Pennsylvania.

Other early settlers were Hans

2 claim of land here around 1680,
viere the Falls Creek emptied into
the Bchuylkill River. They prom-
ised to build a mill at this point,
snd this was probably done, as
mentio of a saw and sickle is

Indian Queen Lane just above
Ridge Avenue. This mansion, which
was called “Smith's Polly,” was
built in 1732.
importance because in it lived the |
#izens and Jan Shoetan, who made first provost of the University of
Pennsylvania, Dr. William Smith,
who came to America in 1751 as a
tutor, At one time this house was
also the residence: of Dr. Smith's
grandson, Richard Penn Bmith, a
famous wit and dramatist. Several

It is ol historical (

‘ment of which will always be ‘g
|tource of interest to lovers of Old
Ehiladelphia.

This cammunity is in the upper
end of the Thirty-eighth Ward,
along the east bank of the Schuyl-

Today the stranger to the Falls
is fascinated by the quaint appear-
gnce of the older section of this
neighbothood, with its hilly cobble-
sione streegs, old landmarks, pictur-
vague scenery. and an air of natural |
Leauty which still surrounds i, in|
noite of modern encroachments.

now i

made later in a map of 1760,

That same map shows that the |
tollowing families had farms in the
I'alls in that year;

Pobeson,
Pzlmer, Shute, Bond, Franeis, Hood,
Miflin, Harrison, Evans, Roherts,
kil Peters and George.

Originally Fort St. Davids

' r Y ttlement | .
“_:f;yrmlil‘:i:smygﬁ'maﬁt ;1;;3 Ds:vidit,n':; | | vicinity during the American Revo-
Cause it was the home of a society
of sportsmen who built a castle on
the river in 1732. This social or-
gauization is still in existence, and |

Morgan.

other structures once stood on the
original Smith estate, now owned
by the Dobson family, |

In one of fthese lived Joseph |
{|Neef, a Swedish educator who intro- |
|Guced the Pestalossian system of |
instruetion in this country. “Smith’s
Folly” was oceupied by General
Stephen, of Virginia, when Wash- |

ngfon’s army was encamped in this |

Garrettzon,

| |lution. During the yellow fever
epldemic in 1798 the house was |
oceupied by General Knox, Secre-
taty of War, and Oliver Wolcott,
Jr,, the Auditor of the United States
Treasury. ‘The building is now Lsed

Vinile Queen Lane Manor, the T
oower parg of the Falls, is 1ore
pretenitious, the older section of the
wown' has preserved much of its
arly simplicity,

1t i3 interesting o know how the
cominunity derived its name, Stran-
42is often wonder why it is called
I2lls of Schuylkill when there is
10 ‘apparent drop in the river at |
this point. This is true, but the
‘alls were in existence here in the
rarly days, and the cascade among |
the vocks was famous throughout
we countryside for its heauty, The
nolse made by the falls is said to.|
Aave been heard for miles around.

Talls Btill Exist
{ In 1821 when the Fairmount Dam
Wis hbuilt, the falls were submerged.
Bid they still are actually in exist-
' =22a below the surface of the water.
£41 Indication of this can be seen
i o few of the rocks which still jut
0y Irom the river near the Ferry.
Sirzel entrance to Fairmount Park,
#nd the rough current of the river

The history of Falls of Schuylkill
#e25 pback to 1677 when mention is
mad® of it in a letter written by
Governor Andross, of New Sweden,
He writes of a tract of Iand pur-
chased here from the Indians,

Il is conceded that the first sef-
tler of the Falls was Garrett Gar-
reitson, a Bwede, who iz supposed

e |

A: . CHADWICK, JR,
Local historian, poet and writer
of Falls of Schuylkill. He is the
foremost authority on this see- | the gift that the building on the |
tion of the rily.
i alse aotive in civic affairs in
this community

§ known as the Fishing Com-

5 ras & dwelling,

Spring Is Perpetual

On Ridge Avenue just below Iii-.
dian |\ Queen Lane is another land-
mark: It is the oid Falls Hotel,
whichlis recorded as having had a
liguor license as early as 1731. The
building is now used as a Tesidence!|
and is the property of the Matilds, |
Whelen estate. It is in good repair,”
and glves no indication of its great |
age. An interesting feature of this
landmark is the compliance made
With an old deed of the Froperty.
In the early days a spring termi-
nated at the entrance to the hotel,
and the deed provided that i
. {should always be kept running. This
| |has been done to the present day, |
but the spring has been piped and
the outlet is inside the old building,

The Old Acade v on Indian||
{Queen Lane, below the station of
the Norristown braneh of the
Reading Company, is of special his- ¢
forical interest because in this |
'building every church now in the |
{ Falls held its first services. It was
lerected in 1819 on ground donated
|in 1816 by William Moore Smith, |
{8 son of Provost Smith, and ki J
| wife, Anni@, with a speciai clause in

Ledger FPhoto

Mr. Chadwick | |ground shoulq always be used for
eduﬂg—_ﬁiﬂna[, religious and culfural |
purpeses. The building was made |

dv this junction. i |
|.
i
..I
;

Lo have lived in this neighborhood!
FI0UL 1880, The

—or six generations have occupied Delaware af Eddington. It is said
i2e original estate, -The present, |to be the oldest social organization
umbers of this esrly family still lin the world speaking the Englisn

Lve in Falls of Schuylkill and oe-

}

— | | possible through public subscription

Garraits—ihe| |pany of the Stete in Schuylkill,| 'and 1 maintamen ny o self-per
Bome later having been chortened, TIts present headguarters is on the

petuating Board of Trustees of nine,
‘composed of members of the old
families of the community.
émf;wmfmm- 1912 the Old Acad-
3 W used  talented, dra-

twa




matie organization, and a women's
fraternal order, which help to keep |
the building in good condition. The
present trustees of the Old Academy
are William E. Marley, 4127 Ridge
Avenue, president; Frank F, Hess,
228 West Gorgas Lane, secretary;
Walter J. Binkin, 3592 Indian Queen
Lane, freasurer; Samuel Gatrett,
Vaux and Ainslie Streets: Wayne
(¥, Hawk, Haywood Street; William
| J. Campbell, 3421 Indiana Queen
Lane: Harry Binkin, 3602 Haywood |
Street; Clifford Morison, Krail |
Street near Indian Queen Lane, and |
A, ©. Chadwick, Jr., 3624 Fisk Aye-

nue.

A stone building in the rear of a
‘house on 4108 Ridge Avenue serves
(85 4 reminder that the first drug
(mill in America was located here.:
| The structure which was erected
iprior to the American Revolution |
| was established by Frederick Hag- '
ner in 1813. Frederick Hagner was,
the father of Charles V. Hagner,

the historian, to whom present-day
residents of the Falls are indebied
for much of the history of this com-|
munity. 747 |

Paper Mill at Firsi

The pioneer drug mill can be re-
garded as a forerunner of the grea-t|
chemical works of Powers, Weight-
man & Rosengarten, the building of |
which was started af the Falls of |
Schuylkill about 1846 or 1847. This|
company is still in existence, but is
how known as Merck & Co, Inc.

Prior to ils use as a dyug mill, the
old building was used by Christo-
pher Sowers, as & paper mill. It is|
said that the first Bibies published |
in this county in German were |
printed on paper manufactured at
the Sowers Paper Mill

The abandoned Stoever's Quarry,
between Ridge Avenue and the East
River Drive, at the upper end of
what is now Laurel Hill Cemetery,
is. also of historical importance,

| was abandoned about 1870, was used
ito build the walls of the Eastern
‘Penitentiary at “Cherry Hill,” and
the foundations of both the Masonic
Temple at Broad and Filbert, and
‘City Hall.

During the War for Independence
Washington's army encamped in
Falls of Schuylkill on fhe site of

ervoir and Filtrafion Plant. The

from Augusi 1 to August 8, 1777, and
September 12 and 13, 1777, before
and immediately after the Battle of
Brandywine, . Waghingfon's hesad-
‘quarters during the encampment
was in an old farmhouse on the

iStro:ma from this old quarry, which { |

what is now the Queen Lane Res- |

main part of the Continental Army |
occupied this and adjacent ground |

present site of the Carlton Mansion.
Slokley Street and Midvale Avenue, |
It was at thait lime fthe residence
of Henry Hill, who was & member of |
Carpenter’'s Hall Conference, the
Commitiee of Safely, and the Con-
shitutional Convention of 1776. |
A monument was erected on thel
gite of Washington's encampment |
in 1895 by the Pennsylvania Society
pof the Sons of the Revolution. It
is said thaf Lafayette first reviewed
| the American Army here. At that
| time¢ the young Frenchman made

[owned by a men named ‘Morgan,
the site of which is now McMichael
and Coulter Streets. The site of

tion plant also was ugsed during the
Civil War by the 118th Pennsylva-
nia, Volunieers, alse known as the
Corn Exchange Regiment,

Tavern Is Yandmark

Aunotber landmark is the old
Pglmer Tavern, on the east side of
Ridge Avenue below Indian Qusen

'Lar_‘le. and opposite the Falls Hotel, ||
/This building which is now used as ||
[a dwelling, was erected prior to the |

|R.e.v01ution. It was used for military

jcourt-martial during Washington’s

.encampment at the Falls,

The Reading Company bridge
(Aacross the Schuylkill near the Ferry
‘Bireet entrance to Fairmount Park
‘cannot be left out of the list of

{landmarks because of its connection |

i_ﬂfsh & new type of bridge construe-

his rijénﬂq&ar&ers in @ lithe house|

the Queen Lane reservolr and filtra- |

vtion. 1t has been known for many
|years as the “Stone Bridge” and|

was erected in 1853 by Christian |

Bwariz

A new principle in masonry bridge: "
consiructlon was embodied in the |
It is known as a skew |

structure.
bridge, and the new theory has!
proved suecesstul by the thousands |

of tons of coal and other materials

which have been hauled across it.

Another fact which makes this
Lridge of historical importance is! [§

;that on this same site in 1808 was
f ere;cted the largest chain suspension
bridge in the world at that time.
| This was built by James Finley, of

Fayette County. While it was not
the first suspension bridge in the
United States, it was the first of its|
size in the world. The modern sus-
pension bridge idea originated with
| Finley, who introduced this type in
| the United States.

The chain for the bridge was fab-
‘vicated at the Falls by Josiah White
and Erskine Hazard, who estab-
lithed here a mill” for rolling iron
and making nails. It was in this
mill that the first practical use of
anthracite is said to have been dis-|
covered in this country. White and |
|Hazard had heard of large deposit
of anthracite at the head of the
‘Behuylkill, and decided to experi-
ment with it,

When the Fairmount Dam was
erected sbove Spring Garden Strest
in 1821, it put an end to the water
power, fisheries and mills at the
Falls and the once busiling little
community became a comparatively
“deserted village.” Tt was to remain
this way until the coming of the
Dobson Mills, when it again became
an industrial genter.

adgrr Bhgin
Falls of

i L
| i OF ORIGINAL FAMILIES of
{ Schuylkill 38 represented by Samuel Garrett, pic-
B __t_ur{_-;fl on p_m'ch of his home on ald-_g_s_t_gfr.e.



THE HOME OF SAMUEL GARRETT. corner of Vaux an
original estate of Garrett Garrettson, fivst

e

tions of the Garrett family have lived on the estate

; p.Jr(nWA }fpljfgar

EAST FALLS AIDED
. BY TEXTILE MiLL

New Era in Development
Opened in 1855 With Build-
| ing of Dobson Plant

(Mustrated on Picture Page)

When John and James Dobison
established their textile mills af
| Falls of Schuylkill in 1855 it opened
(& Dew era In the development of
that section of Philadelphia. The
lquiet village, within a few years,l
teemed with activity again, ang the
Dobson plant was destined to he-
tome one of the largest textile milly
in the United States, shipping its
broducts to the far corners of the
earth,

. The Dobson brothers, who came
Trom England, originally settled af
Mill Creek, Montgomery County,
and worked af the mill of Seville
Schofield. The brothers married the

twa daughters of Schofield, and later |
established a mill of their own along |

the Wissahickon. From there they

moved to the Falls, _
[ Dobson’s mill was staried with a |
ipital of $100. At the full tide of

prosperity the Dobson Mills oper-|
ated abouf 1400 looms, employed
6000 hands and did about $20,000,000
business in a year.

! Originaled Many Weaves

| From 1855 to 1927 the Dobson
|

‘Mills-were virtually the life of Falls
lof Schuylkill. At the height of ifs
capacity Dobson's manufactured
‘carpets, plush, velvets, blankets,

| | woolen and worsted yarns, cloth for

| women's gowns and men’s clothing,
At these mills a. number of original
| weaves were manufactured,

The Dobsons were the first in this
country to manufacture chinchilla
cloth, They also introduced polo
¢loth.

John Dobson died in 1902. After

' " his death the business was carried

on. by his brother James. who

through the introduction of modern |

machinery carried the plant on to a
sfill greater prosperity. Scon after

the death of James Dobson the

business gradually fell off.

Just as ihe erection of the Fair- |

mount Dam struck at the vital life
of Falls of Schuylkill, the closing
of the Dobson plant in 1927 de-
| prived the people of that seetion of
| one of fheir best means of liveli-
| hoed.  But residents of the Falls
| come from a good sturdy stock, and
have carried on in spite of the
cloging of the Dobson plani.
Widow Siill Lives at Falls
| Mus. James Dobson, the widow of
the textile manufacturer, still is liv—
+

the Dobson Mansion, Thirty- |

Ledgér Photn

d Aigslie Streets, on,the
settler of Falls of Schuylkill,

Six genera-

| third Street and Abbotsford Avenie,
with her daughter Mrs. Bessie Dob-
(son Altemus. Mrs. Dobson, 95, is
"the oldest resident of the Falls,
| When the Dobson Mills closed, Mrs.
Altemug and her mother did g great
deal fo relieve distress in the com-
| munity.
In the center of the Dobgon Mills,
is an old Colonial mansion which
Iwas used for many years as the
|office of {he manufacturing plant.
i The structure was built prior to the
| American  Revolution, and was
known as the Hagner Mansion. It
Was occupied by several generations
of the Hagner family.
No mention of outstanding
achievement in ¥alls of Schuylkill
lean be made without including the
F'ﬂwe. Kelly brothers. They are John
| B. Kelly. Coulter Street and Henry
| Avenue, champlon oarsman and in-
| dependent  Democratic leader of
| Philadelphia; Patrick H. Kelly, 2603
| Queen Lane, & building contractor
who erected many large public
siructures in Philadelphia: Walter
C. Kelly, “The Virginia Judge,” who
| achieved fame on the vaudeville
{ stage: George Kelly, playwright,
| author of the “Show Off” and other
Broadway successes; and Charles V.
|Kelly. 3661 Midvale Avenue, asso-|
clated with his brother in the build- |
ing trade.

Important Part in Sporis
The Falls ‘has played an impor-
tant part in sports. This no doubt |
is due in part fo the traditions 1
handed down from the days when
‘the community had its beginning




[thmugh the establishment of sports |

1

| Edward Cleary. In addition, there
| are 'a host of others including Jack
| Burke and Bill Leach, who formerly

‘elubs in the vieinity. Probably “the |
outstanding sports leader in the
 Falls is John B. Kelly, whose fame
| as an oarsman was known long be-
| fore he came into the political lime- |
light. Two other oarsmen who

] share the sport limelight with Kelly

| are Paul Costello and Charles McIl-
{ vaine. 1
In the field of golf, the Falls
boasis of J. Grifith Boardman, the |
Aghbourne star, Joe Brennan and

lived there,

Among the prominent boxers who
came from the Falls were Skrim
O'Donnell, Charles Turner and
Crockey O'Boyle, Falls ballplayers
who achieved fame were Bill Gray,
Mike Drennan, former scout of the
A's; Benny Beaumont and Victor
Keen. The latter used to play on
the old Dobson nine. This year| |
Falls of Schuylkill boasts of a na- °
tional pocket-billiard champion,
George Kelly, son of Patrick H.
Kelly,

Enown as East Falls

Other local sport luminaries are
Samuel Moorehead, rower and bas-
ketball player; the Cavanaugh
brothers., Joe, Archie and Willie,
who performed many deeds of valor
on the basketball court, and the

Population of Falls |
Is About 15,000 Now

According to A. C. Chadwick,
Jr., 3624 Fisk Avenue, historian
for the Wissahickon Valley His-
torical Society, the modern
boundaries of the Falls of the
Schuylkill are Hunting Park
Avenue on the south; School
House T.ane, in the neighbor-
hood of the Wissahickon Creek,
on the morth: the Schuylkill on
the west, and Wissahickon Ave-
nue on the east.

The population of the Falls is
about 15,000,

_.__...__‘__..__‘,__,_.__
Lally hmt.hers outstanding inde-
pendent football players.

Falls of Schuylkill often has been
referred to in recent years as East|
Falls. It received this name be-
cause of the two stations which the
Reading Company had in this dis-
trict in 1876. One station was on
fhe wesl side of the Schuylkill, the
other on the east side. The sta-
tion on the west side was called
West Falls, and consequently the
settlement on the other side of the
river was called East Falls, West
Falls Station no longer exists.
Old timers prefer the old name of
the place and never did like to
have their community referred to
as East Falls,

The Falls takes special pride in
two old institutions which in re-
cenl years have transferred their
main activites to the section. They
are the Penn Charter School and
the Woman's Medical College of
Pennsylyania,

The latter, which was the first
college in the world regularly or-
ganized for the medical education
of women, purchased a site of ap-
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MRS. JAMES DOBSON
Ninety-five, the oldest resident

of the Falls. When the Dobson
Mills closed in 1927 she was very
active in relief work in this
| community, which felt keenly

the closing of the great fextile
' plant

SR YA

proximatély ten acres at Henry and
Abbotsford Avenues in 1926. In

October, 1928, the erection of the|

lﬁrst building in the expansion pro-
(gram of this hospital was begun.
On June 11, 1930, the anditorium
of the new building was opened for |
the annual commencement exer-
cises and the laying of the corner-
stone took place on the same date.

Stands on Misforic Site

This modern hospiial, located on
a hill and commanding an excellent
view of fthe surrounding country,
stands on an historie site. The
ground was once known as Abbots-
ford, and a Colonial mansion buill
prior to the American Revolution
once stood there. Charles Abbott,
a member of the Board of Educa-
tion, lived there. During the
Revolution the estate was occupied
by Lieutenanf General Knyphausen, |
commander-in-chief of the Hesslan
troops in America, The barn which
adjoined the old mansion still is|
standing and has been turned into
a restaurant for the use of the stu-
dents at the college, |

Penn Charter School, many years
at. B South Twelfth Sfreet, was
moved on September, 1925, to Falls
of Schuylkill on an estate known
as Pinehurst, formerly the prop-
erty of Clementine Pope, who died |
in 1903. The twenty-two-acre tract |
was presented to the overseers of
Penn Charter School by Clementine
Pope's will, which provided that the
school should be transferred there
at the first opportunity.

Academy for Girls
Another well-known institution in
the Falls is the Raven Hill Acad-
emy for Girlss The building and
ground for the school, which is con~
ducted hy the Sisters of A,

ROMINENT FIGURES IN FALLS OF §

‘HUYLKILL HISTO}

e
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From (ke cullection A €, Chadwivk,
CAPTAIN JOHN DOBSON

Founder of the Dobson Mills
with capital of $100. This pic-~
ture was taken during the Civil
War, when he was with the Blue
Reserves, Thirty - third Regi-
ment, Pennsylvania Volunteers.
He later became famous as a
textile manufacturer

kion, a French order, was donatec
in 1919 by the late Mrs. Frederic
Courtland Penfield, whose husband
Was once Ambassador to Austria- |
Hungary. The school is on the old
Weightman estate, and was for
many years the Summer home of
Williajn Weightman, tather of Mrs.
Penfield, who herself occupied the
mansion now used as one of the
school buildings.

Some of the community's civie
organizations are the East Falls
Business  Men's Association, Falls
Mothers Club, Queen Lane Manor
Improvement Association. Young
Men’s Association, Young Men’s !
Literaty Institute, Independent |
Democratic  Association, Breck
Home and School Association, Old
‘Academy Mayers and the Falls Male
Chorus.

Some of the old tamily: names|
ﬁ,ﬁg;mwsemd by H;esidem.s of the

are Eoﬂaer rper, Morison,
(Mills, Marley, Garvett, Hess, Cos~

JAMES DOBSON
Whoe carried on the develop-
meni of the Dobson Mills, after
the death of his brother, and
made it one of the finest textile
factoried in the world

tello, Flynn, Fiedler, Campbell,
Shronk, Hohenadel, Weightman
iy anh'wzgﬂa—_ £

Falls of Schuylkill made its con-
tribution to the World War, in
which 500 men and women of the
Falls saw service. Their names are
on the town’s honor roll at Midvale

Avenue and East River Drive,
among which is that of the Rt. Rev.
Msgr. John J. Bonner, diocesan sup-
erintendent of Catholic schools. The

names on the honor roll indicate the |

English, Irish, Seotch and Ifalian
origin of many of the residents of |
the Falls.

Other Civic Leaders

Same of the leaders in this com- '
munity in addition to fhose al-|

ready mentioned are:

Henry C. Firsching, 473 Harmon |

Road, secretary of the East Falls
' Business Men's Association; Eva C.
| Kling, 3515 Sunnyside Avenue, pres-
|1dent of the Falls Mothers Club;
!Harry B. Binkin,
Street, president of the Breck Home
and School Association; Mrs, Wil-

liam Ferguson, 4127 Ridge Avenue, |

treasurer, and Mrs. Elizabeth Lin-
ton, 3344 Conrad Street, secretary;
| the Rev., William J. Hayes, 3625 In-
| diah Queen TLane, pastor of the
Falls of Schuylkill Baptist Church,
|and president of the PhiladelpTa

3603 Ha,ywoud |

’———Pe“'b

.'.Ba.pt.ist Ministers Association; ihe

Rev, David 0. Munyon, 3669 Mid- |
vale Avenue, rector of St, Bridget's
Catholic Ghurch.

The Rev. Harold St, Clair Carter,
3582 Indian Queen Lane, pastor of
the Falls Methedist Episcopal
Church; the Rev. Ulla. E. Bauers,
3527 Ainslie Street, pastor of the
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer;
the Rev, Arien J. Muyzkens, 3413
Midvale Avenue, pastor of the Falls
' Presbyterian Church: Lhe Rev.
‘Howell 8. Foster, 3360 'I*llden Street,

pastor of the Grace Reformed Epis- |
«copal Church; the Rev, Charles




FALLS 0F SCHUYLKILL BUSINESS CENTER'

appeared back l‘*i[

VENTY YEARS AGO. Uookig eust. on-

Tedgeys Pty -
\hr.l\ait_ Menuef #s it

FEW CHANGES WROUGHT IN 'I‘WO DEC

(B S VIV

[ur
- photograph. {aken vesterday from Midvale Avenue ‘hebween

Fast River Drive and  Ridpe Averne, Tooking: e,:agh prt sty virtnally thesuime seene as that in the ypper pictnremade.

Jarvis Harriman, 3227 West Clear-
field Street, rector of the Protest-
ant Episcopal Church of St. James
the Less.

Joseph Smith, 3351 Ainslie Street,
direetor of the Falls Male Chorus
Miss Nellie Groves. 23436 Alnslie
Street, secrefary ol the Falls of
Schuylkill Relief Commilbiee: Wil-
liam J. Benham, 3200 Midvale Ave-
nue, Republican leader of the
Thirty~eighth Ward and secretary
of the Board of Revision of Taxes,
Clarence E, Blackburn, 3206
West Penn Street, Councilman from
the Sixth District, and Thomas J.
‘Gavaghan, 3535 Ainslie Street, a
rea} estate assessor.

S o hwent years eaa_;het \

"
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F_]EFST_DRUG' !LL IN AMERICA was in this bui
~ Ridge Avenue, :lla-of Sehuylkill. It was erected pi
- /1 apaper mill before it became ;
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THE OLD ACADEMY, on Indian Queen Lane, in whwh eﬂ}‘y
greg»atlon now established in Falls of Sehuylkill held its: fh!pi\q
-~ ices, ‘The building was erected. in' 1819
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FIRST DRUG @LL IN AMERICA was in this building in rear of a house at 4108 |

© Ridge Avénutf‘; "}.ls of ‘Schuylkill. It was erected prior to the Revolution, and it was

- | ¥ & paper mill before it became & drug mill oy 301
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Betsy Ross Flag™”

House Preserved

By Local Woman |

Action of Arwater Kent Re-
| calls Mrs. Mund’s Resi-
dence in Historie Shrine

\PROTECTED  BUILDING
Prevented Any Changes Be-

ing Made 1o Old Strueture
While She Lived There

A Atwater Eent's recent offer to

rehahilitate the Betsy Ross House,

at 239 Arch slreet, as an American
patrietic shrine, which is under-
stood to have been accepied, adds
another link to the history of the
little downlown dwelling, which has
a decided local angle.

Atwater Kent's real estate hold-
ings along Wissahickon avenue and
extending over to the lower side
of the Queen Tane reservoir, and
Mund & Albrecht’s old ‘park, that
once flourished on the site of the
‘huge water basins in the same avea,
are through Mr, Kent's proposition,
brought right into the picture of
the story of the famed old flag
house. "'
- About sixty years apo Mund &
‘Albrecht operated what they called
“Sehuetzen Park”
now occupled by the Queen Lane
Filtration plant and reservoir. One
old time resident of the neighbor-
hood, who can remember the place,
sald on Monday, “I can very read-
ily reeall when it opened, for it
was on the same date as the great
Centennial Exposition in West
Fairmount Park-—ihe 10th of May,
1876. 'There was a festival at
Schuetzen Park, condueled by the
Catholic Total Abstinence Union of
Philadelphia, on the opening day,
L order tfo raise funds for the
Catholic Temperance  Fountain,
which now stands over along the
western edge of Fairmiunt Park,

“Sunday, September 3rd, 1876,
bad been set aside by the French
citizens of Philadelphia to hold a
reception at Schuetzen Park, for
seme of their fellow-countrymen
who had rome here to erect displays
at the huge exhibition, and others
who had come to see the show, but
on the day the big time wag to be
held, a fire broke out in the main
building at Mund & Albrecht’s park
and the reception was postponed
for a week, _ .

“Mr, Mund, with his family, lived
in the building and lost all of their
housefurnishings. The  disaster
dorced Lhe park owners to abandon
all of their plans for making money
and they were compelled to 088
of various properties which they
! b sty the credi-

|- show-place.

| Colonial

e

which Mr. Mund was able to save
was the properly at 239 Arch street.
which is now familiar as the Betsy
Ross Flag House, dnd which was
owned by Lhe Mund family for
many vears, ]

hiome in Schuetzen Park, at the
Falls of Schuylkill, the Munds
moved into the dwelling at 239
Arch street. and no one eould have
been selecled who would have been
more suitable (han Mrs. Mund f_Gr|
the preservation of that national
The once - popular
three by six' window panes,
rough pine boards, out of which
the house was built, the ornaments
and the tinde-worn pictures of
scenes,  of the modest
dames and great Revolutionary
generals hung liberally around the

walls, had a peculizr inmterest for!

this lady, Of everything about her
she had  stordes lo  tell—and she
could lell them well, for it was
haobby with her.

“The .simple * abode, spotlessly
clean and well preserved, had,
through her efforts, remained in the

on the ground |

“The only part of <l boldingsy “That

“After the destruclion of their;

the was 5 o'clock ene morning, when

il

; R WiSE
atands ds il was in Reﬁult:tj_cmgl}g'l
Hmes s due to the determingticn,
of Mrs. Mund, for it Wwas- on _.;l
through ber actions that the ofd
house was wived from the  mareh
of modern improvements, . n i

“Mrs, Mutid once told the follows'
ing tale herself: “When iy husband,
now  deceased, took it in his head
that: the enfire huilding needed rea
madeling we had nol iong been 1 &
Ing there, Hverythine & old fash=
omed aboud hers, he wouid say, and
hall 8 dozen tines he threatensd’
to meke the necessary repairs. Ib

1 was awakened by the sound o
feet, and the thump, thump, thump
of & workman’s hdmmer, Going to
the wirdow I beheld two carpen-
ters: one with a hammer and the,
other with a saw and a large tool,
box. They were making for the!
dosrwey. A momenl's thought

I undersiood it all, Seizing twe 32
calibre revalvers T hurtied to the!
soEne, leaving my husbatd appar-|
ently asleep. Both carpenters: de- |
fied me. They were the most inso-
lend men 1 ever met. I hadn’t come,

very same condition as in the days
ol old, when Belsy's form cast ils
ghadows and when she smiled at
the taunts of her Tory friends and
‘her hushand died over the cannon
balls of the aspiring colomics. The
very window panes, they have told
me, are unchanged, and the twelve
bieces of tiling over the fireplace iy
the famous sitting room have re-

down to be insulted, nor was 1
gelng to waste my time in parleying|
with them, g0 T cocked the weapons,
volnted them ag  their heads, and/
chased them. Did they go? Well,
rather!! i _

“Some ides of Mrg. Mund's pa-
triotism and  veneration for the
house  and its contsnts can be
formed from the fact that on one

mained exactly as they were when
taken from the good ship Welcome,
and finglly fitted into a row below
the breast high mantlepicce. Per-
haps the homestead is a trifle nore
conspicuous now than it was when
Betsy resided there,

“Mrs. Mund was one of the neat-
est and tidiest of women. Af the
deorstep, up until the middle 90
stood a four-post wooden sign, pro-
Jjecting as far as the steps, bearing
an accurale copy of the stripes and
a eirele of thirteen stars sanctioned
by the Continental Congress and
inscribed: “The first flag was made
in this house.'

“One day a policeman came o
Mrs, Mund and said with an air of
authority: ‘Thal sign is teoo hig.
You must take it in.’
promptly hastened to comply with

the order, but the lady had a nieced

—she whose young arms and hands

had made the bricks in the yard so|

red and the tins and kitchen uten-
sils so bright—who laid down wo-
man's ancient weapons, the brush
and broom. and took up the mod-
€I woman's dagper—a pen, ‘Sir’
she wrote to Superintendent of Po.
lice Linden, ‘one of your men has
made us take in the American flag

Mrs. Mund|

occasion she was offered $100 apies
for tire 12 pleces of tiling over th
fireplace, but the tiling never Ieﬁ'
the house. 5

“Mr. Mund died in August, 1882,
and bis widow continued to reside
in the flag house until September,
1897, when she, too, passed ta ‘her
Reward, from a stroke of apoplexy,
in her 46th year. Her body is in-
terred in Mount Vernon Cemetery.”

Charles P. Mund, the son of the
patriolic lady, was her sole survivor
end came into possession of the Hag
house, but until recently it belonged
to the Eetsy Ross Memorial Asso
ciation, from whom it is said the
City of Philadelphia hag taken title
in order to carry out the wishes of
| Atwater Kent, . -

and won't let us put it out again
unless we saw it in half. Now, we

‘want to display the flag, and we

will never, never saw it in half,
It is just big enough for us and for
our country as it is’ Ll

“A couple of days later back came

the solemn




| The Old Days

Of all the holidays of the year,
the Glorious Fourth has always
been the one looked forward to
with the greatest of anticipation.
Out here on the hilly land running
up from the Schuylkill river, even
prior to the awakening of peoples
in other sections of the country,
following the heavy toll of death
and injuries from dangerous fire-
works, the Fourth has always been
the “day of days.” Buf lef us ook
at the old “Fourths,” in the Pre-
Gasoline Age; before the iime of
the Model T; when thers was no
airplanes buzzing through the ail,
and radio was a far-off dream.

‘The day came with a stirring at
dawn, a smell of Chinese gimpow-
der, a roaring of brass canhon and
a mutter of reyolvers. Ridge ave-
nue and other main streets were
arrayed in a blaze and bicom of
‘Red, White and Blue.
waxed high and hot and the horse-
(drawn picnic busses and caiviages
jcame up the “Ridge” and the East
River Drive, there were sundry
Bqueakings and thumpings of files
and drums of the Silver Carnet
and other loeal musical groups.

In the fullness of time there
would be our same old Sunda;
School picnies—for we folk out

®[ 11feq33

{5

"here have had ‘em for more thin|

a century—with each having #s
own parode, until about 23 years
agn, when the union parades came
into being. Out we would go Lo the
Parl, along the Creek. or up in the
woods atop of the hills, For
drinking water the Park Commis-
sion and city authorities -would
loan us an old fashioned sprinkling
cart, which held almost a day's
supply of water for the big crewds.
A little later, after a pesnut
seramble and a round of Duleh
cake and lemonade, someone would
stand up on an improvised plat-
form and read the immortal—

When in the eourse of human
events, it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the
politieal bands which have
connected them with another,

Ag the sun| phrases, with the

and to assume. among the
powers of the earth, the sep-
arate and equal station to

which the laws of nature and
nature’s God entitled them—
And so so through the moving

words ecaught
here and there—"truths to be scli-
evident”—“all men are created
equal” — “eerfain unalienahle
rights"—"life, liberfy and th= pur-
suit of happiness”—“the consens of
the governed.” Fine, strong, swell-
ing words, that somehow never
seemed to lose their resonance and
POWeL.

__Then, for a little while, the sha.

———

First Home Loan In Nation

- Made To East Falls Man

‘John P, Flannagan, of Indian Queen Lane, Is Successful Ap-
plicant, For Assistance From Uncle Sam

. To John P. Flannagan, of 3571
“Indian Queen lane, Easy Falls, who
| was faced with the loss of ihe home
'he bought twenfy-nine years ago
will go the first loan in the Unived

States under the National HOmEe

Loan =,

‘Mr, Flannagan's domicile shelters
fa fanuiy of six. Mr. Flannagan is

the eldest—his grandson, Francis,
e husky little mite of five months,
|is the youngest. Into this home,

where there has heen nc steady
employment for more than two
years, Uncle Sam is bringing a ray
of hope and safety.

| The Flannagan home, deslined 1o
| feel the first conerete effects of the
gigantic Federal machinery ex-
tending a helping hand to distress-
ed home owners, is located on the
left side of Indian Queen lane,
which the Flannagan family proud-
|1y states was the old original Queen
Lane.

According to the plans of the

Owners Toan Corporavion last Mon-
day night, the first loan In ihe
country—the office here was the first
cne organized and has been first
in all Teatures since the act went
into effect—will pe granted tolhe
Flaphagan family this week de-
|pending on the ability of Washing-
‘ton officials to get here with the
mortgage forms and other doeu-
ments.
Mr.
Federal Government for
asked for a loan. :
Uncle Sam numbered the apph-
cavion 56-88A and then went 10
work. N
Mr. Flannagan, in his appliea-
tion, gave the Falls of Schuylkiil
Building and Loan Associalion;
holder of the mortgage, and Dr
Charles A. Coll, 3656 Midvale aye-
nue, as references. Dr. Coll said he
was glad to make lhe recommenda-
tion, finding Mr, Flannagan to be
and upstanding square and good

Flannagan turned to the
aid and

-

‘Philadelphia district of the Home

=z P = . v

dow of King George Ii1, the shim-|
mer of red coats and shititie hay-
{ onets; the brave buff and blue of
“The Continentals” and George
| Washington on his white horse;
Marion in his swamp, the guns at
Yorktown, and Valley Forge would
‘come back. They did not scom s0
far away as they do now.

If one did not go to the church
and Sunday School pienies, he
might hear His Honor the Gover-
nor, the Mayor. or the Councilmen
give a patriotic address. They
seemed different men in that day.
Officials, wore the halo of that
State which had moved toward its

place in the sun on the First
Fourth of July. The Dead Past|
did not seem so far distant. It

pulsed in the musie, breathed in
the bauners and reached down fto|
the Present. f o :

To all outward seeming, every-
where but here where we still fol-
low the custom of an hundred years
and more, the day has changed.
There is hardly any more romantic
formality about the Fourihh of July.
Many cf us celebrate it oy speed-
‘ing seventy miles an hour, racing)
along concrete roads, amid the

smell of oll and gasoline, fo the
seashore and mountain, i
There are flags, but they are!

mostly little things stuck in fub-
tering radiator ecaps. There are
parades, in other places than our
home neighborhood, but they are:
Lhurried things, done at a quick-!
step. The parade in Roxborough,
thank goodness, siill stretehes out

to something like two hours.
. There are readings of the Dec-
{laration of TIndependence, but|
somehow the Great Words, if lis-
tened to and thought over ab all,|
{are interpreted to meet the per-'
sonal opinions of each individual.
One half only considers Property
Rights and the remainder thinks
of Human Rights, Both should|
| have the just contemplation thias is
~meant in the Declarntion. Recol-
lection of the wrongs suffered by
those early Americans, the ont-|
rages endured, their mighty appeal,
t Supreme Judge of
World,” and their goaring and yet
solemn pledge of “our lives, our
fortunes and our sacred honor”
fall upon the crowds as empty
echoes fall, i
And it is a strange thing that
this is so. For these principles still
glow and burn with a living fire.
The words that Thomas Jefferson|
pennied in the comfortable little
house near Independence Hall, may,
i eventually die, but their spiric will
still be earrying on eyen if the
great Nation that was summoned
from the deeps of the Future van-
ishes into the dust and the shad-

ows of the Past. L
SCCATE
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 Many Wierd Stories Centre

at the Falls of Schuylkill.

Around Old Mifilin Man:
~Superstitions Dying Out *ﬂ

4

~ There are many people whao hold |
'that electric lighting has done more | |
fo abolish the old superstition that
used tg exist prefty generally about
.ghosts. They base their contention | |
(on the fact that illy-lighted high-
|Weys and homes, with deep, dark |
‘#hadows, gave the imagination foo
‘miich rein, and that modern illum-
Inafion is fast destroying the old
‘bellefs, Maybe they're right. But
‘In the old days every dilapidated
‘house, every lonely lane, had its
yends of ghosts. T 1N
One. 1 best known of these,
; es, was the old Mifflin
the Falls of Schuyylkill,
on the hill above
venue, between Stanton
- Midyale avenue. It was

|

in Colonial sigle. Although crect-
&d prior to the Revolulionary War,
4t was still substantial at the
time it was torn down in the sum-
mer of 1893, It was built by and
used as a residence by Thomas
Mifflin, the first Governor of
Fennsylvania (under the Consti-
tution), who was born in Philadel-

i
‘phia in 1744
__On  several occasions George
‘wmgn..wng_g guest at the old
ho Robert Morris, who finane-
‘Bevolution;  Benjamin
, sclentist, philosopher and
Postmaster-General; Judge
ters, of Belmont Mansion, and
T patriots of the period used
de oub from Penn’s “greene
« trie towne” to breakfast with |
MIfilin, and such nien as Samuel
orris, Clement Biddle, Alexander
Hamillon, Samuel WMeredith and
imothy Pickering attended his-
oric dinners that were given there,
But it was affer fhese stirring |
mes' that the ghost stories began |
o circulate. |
_An old man, up in the eizhties,
N asked concerning the old!
, one day last week, said “How
question takes me back to my
; 1! One winter night g party
I" - us came through a thicket near
the mansion from a “good time”
‘We had up in Martin's little stone
‘eobtage in the woods. What g fime

Weé had getting home;
ﬁt’che_d our hands and faces and
our  clothes  seampering
Tough the blackberry bushes
iter we had'seen a ghost!
“We had walked along until we
ched a little turtle pond, from
we could see the moon shin-
hrough an opening in the big

how we

|hour of twelve, Then I ot up
made an apology for keeping the |

étinkling noise that sounded like
bissue paper when a large sheet of
it is erumpled in the hands, We

‘were so frightened that we could
not stir, and I never experienced

such a sensation before, or since,
in my life. -

“I stood there feeling my heart
beat and thinking every breath
Would be my last. The perspira-
tion, as cold as ice-water, came
out on my forehead as large as
{ple-cherries. Just as I thought 1
would fall over I looked around
and coming from above the trees
was a l.'_llujs%'x-.-white object that
made my hair stand on end. The
|Z'rt-h-ing' had a head like a lion, with
long crooked teeth on either side
jof its mouth. Tt had long : thick
legs and feet like a turtle and from
its back extended wings that were
,Webbed like a bat’s, while from
the joints and tips of the wings
were large claws like those of a
lobster, N

“The monster avadiually daceand.
ed and began fo bark and whine
like a whipped dog, and then set
up the most fearful howling I have’
ever heard. The wings flapped,
through fhe branchss af the trees|
|and just as it wag about to pounce
jon us, one of the hoys yelied
“Murder! Bloody murder!' That put
life into the rest of us and we took |
to our heels and cut up the hill
(through priars and everything else,
\With enough noise to frighten the
thing that had frightened us. | |

that
t

“There was another night i
also sticks i my memory. I wi
refurning home from seeing
‘best girl who lived up on.
Queen Iane, I stayed fill midnight
but didn't know it was so late urg.:;,

an old English elock struck

young lady up so late and left. Tt
was in the summer and I hadn't |
gone for before g “thunderstorm |
broke in great fury over the Fs,}ls._|
My, but it thundered and the
lightning nearly blinded me, it w
50 vivid and frequent. I was 1
to the skin before I had gone, thry
hundred yards, “While T was walk=
ing up the Ridge, with my head-
down and pressing forward against

The moon

= %:_\ %

fooie

k the party ean
I %-:When she gave vent to a

| ming from eone

| afreet) and after

over his shoulder, and with the '
other hand he carried a long piece
of chain, mbout which the light-
ning flashed. Sticking through the
girdle of his cloak was a long- |
handled, threc-pronged pitch-fork.
‘He came down the stone steps atb
4 jump, and was soon brushing me
on the face with the end of his tail.
I don't know whether he said any-
thing or nof, for I did not waik T
weas in a hurry to get home, )

“How I got there I do not knaw.
All T ean remember is that ‘the
next morning when Mother came
down stairs she found me lying .on
the floor, in front of the open door”
which T had probably run against
50 hard that I broke it open, fear-
ing the bolt siraps clean out . of
the oak deor frame. That was the
first and last time that I ever
stayed at a gitl's house until mid-
night. But they tell me these young

|ehaps today, don't go until after

eleven and it’s three or four in tim
morning when they leave! it
“There was another time, just
after the Civil War, when lﬁugg
crowds were attending  revival
held in

meetings that were belng
woman created a great sensation |

the Baptist Church, that a

| -along Ridge road. in the neighbor-'

hood of the old mansion. She
a n

ITOW escape from being
(1 Tom Barker's gun hadn't & i~
ped she would have suffered for
her folly. It was a bold thing for
a woman to do. -' 1

“The young woman had been f !

revival and hurrying on ahead
athers she walked up ~ the stone
Steps, ralsed her outer white skirh,
-over her head and waited until the|
remainder of e along,
sound and ran out on the road.
|, ‘“Some of the young men left
(their girls and fled down the pike
like mad, while the girls screamed
and some fainted. Barker was
standing on the porch of his tay-
ern aecross the road, and ran  in
and seized his double-barreled gun

| and tried to shoot what he thought
| W8S & spook, but the caps were

t gzo off, |
nwhile, kept run-
side of the road tc
(the other, with half a dozen fright-
ened men chasing her. They took
800d care, however, not to get too
close. She kept on until she pot
fo Spencer street (now Calumet
turning around
¢k to the corner
In & sobdued

damp and wouldn’
“The girl, mea

suddenly walked ha
in proper attire,

) Voice one of the men said: ‘Lady,
the beating rain, T reached ShouE| il gl i
what is nugg;d the foot of Eveline ﬁﬁ?’-’”‘* S'Q.? A turn Gl R )
street. T heard a noise that sound- | “Of coutse, she pretended
ed like dragging a heavy iron chain  yery mueh surp; rzsﬁe and -s%léq sgg
gvex = bam floor. 1'soon Yeathed s nir en the apparition. Sh
the entrance to the old Mifflin ljoined the rest of the erowd
i S AN erds e g o S B D S
istone steps, 1 saw what Tl alvays (e s e icred what
as the devil himself. were a Tucky accident, for napt T
ully twelve feet tall and = S
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Midvale Aven

ue Was Once

Known As Mifflin Street

T

.ICImnge_s' Being Made, East of Railroa
Early History of “Dutch Holl
Changes Within Past History

d, Brings to' Mind

ow.”—Many

., Midvale avenue, east of the Nor-.
ristown branch of the Readingl
Railroad, is taking on many chang- |
es. On the northwest side of the|
{thoroughfare, almost up against|
the railroad embankment, threei
large holes have been sunk to gc-|
commodate gasoline tanks for an|
automobile service station, On the

other side of the street, in conjune- |
tion with the erection of the new|

Mifflin School, steps have been,

{built, leading up to Cresson street.|
fand farther east the work of con-
structing the school and retaining
walls for the ground surrounding
it, is going ahead at a rapid pace.

Midvale avenue has an interest~-
ing history. It received its present
hame from the fact that it occu-
bies the middle of a valley between
two hilis,

Long pefore the street was op=-
ened to its present length there
was a dirt road passing up the hol-
low from Ridge avenue which was,
knewn as Mifflin street, because the
mansion of Pennsylvania’s first
Governor, Thomas Miffiin stood
just northwest of the hollow, on a
hill overlooking Ridge road, with
the Mifflin property skirting what
is now Midvale avenue. Along the,
lower side of Mifflin street, about
100 years ago was a deer park,
with a high picket fence enclosure,
jextending to Indian Queen lane.

A creek, known as Mifflin’s Run,
passed beneath a stone culvert at
‘Ridge avenue. At the river end of
[the culvert were two wooden
troughs which ecarried water to the
two ponds, one on each side of the

run. These ponds, at a later date,
‘were used for keeping catfish alive
for the Fountain Park Hotel (on
the sife adjoining the present fire
house) and the Falls Hotel, which
is now familiar as “Whelen's.” The
fish were brought to the ponds in
large quantities and used daily to
supply the once-famous éatfish and.
walllle dinners that were served at
{both hotels, al

| At the confluence of Miffiin Run
iwith the Schuylkill river, about the
Civil War period, was an old-time
|steamboat landing, with & little
|bridge spanning the creek for the
accommodation of customers going
to the lower, or Walls Hotel, At this
point along the river was a fine
sand bar, which provided a splen-
did place for baptisms, being used
by the Falls of Schuylkill Baptist
[eongregation at the time it held
services in the Old Academy prior|
to the erection of the present
churech, R : :

. On one of the baptism occasions

hills for the growth of potatoes.

in their picnics,

out on a limb extending over the
water, At the conclusion of the
service the youths, rising simultan-'
eously caused such a strain on the
branch, that it snapped and pre-
cipitated them all into the stream.
When the Norristown branch
‘the Philadelphia, Germantown ariﬁ.
Norristown Railrgad (now  the
o 3 -
Reading Line ) was built, in 1834,
that part of Mifflin Hollow was
filled in fo secure a level roadbed.

The filling in caused the backing up
of the waters of the run, and
formed a deep dam, almost obliter-
ating the smaller dam which had
been erected by Governor Mifflin
to supply his mansion and stables
with wafer. These dams, with 2
cartway between them existed until
the opening of Midvale avenue
about forty years ago, when the
Reading Company built a stone
bridge to carry its tracks over the
highway, The dams were used by
the youth of the neighhorhood for
fishing, swimming and skating.
| In 1853 there ecame to the Fallsi
of Schuylkill an energetic German |
named Henry J. Becker. A stone- |
mason by trade, he purchased!
ground in “the Hollow” and erected |
Tows of dwellings and the large
brewery which was afterward tun
by the Hohenadels. This caused |
the name “Dulch Hollow” fto be!
given to that part of the valley, |
Al the railroad end of the Hollow!
Palrick Dougherty built his dwell-
ing, a two and a half story stone
structure. When it was almost
completed the walls collapsed and
al least one.of the workmen was
killed, Dougherty built a stable at
the foot of the railroad embank-
ment and cullivated the side of the

1

The Dougherty property was event-
ually bought by the Warden estate,
and later became the site of the
present East Falls station.

As late as the "10’s the valley now
occupied by Midvale avenue was
covered with a thick forest, prin-
cipally of tall poplar {rees, with an
‘undergrowth almost unpenetrable,
which formed a fine place for rab-|
(bit hunting, A great deal of these!
[trees remained umtil 15 ar 20 years
a4g0, when the Warden estate was
opened up for development, "

At what is now Conrad street, on
the southeast side of Midvale ave-!
nue, in the okd days, began ‘G.ar-!
Tefl's Woods, a chestnut grove with |
most of the ground covered with a
ar sort ‘of preen moss, giving
appearance of being carpet- |
he wood$, for many years,

ed. T
inday schools for

L

dwellings erected In the Pails of |
Schuylkill. Samuel Garrett, of the|
seventh generation of this family to
live on lhe original estate, still re-
|sides in a modern house, across the
sireet from the residence of his an-
cestorg,

On the olther side of Midvale
aveniuie stood the pld Morton House,
‘& strange looking Colonial struc-
ture, beside ‘a run which was used
on old maps ag the boundary I.ine}

between North Pehn and Roxbor-
ough Townships. To the people of)
today, the Morton House and the!
old run can be properly Iocated Lrl!
MceMicharl Park, at Midyale and
Henry avenues. ’

Opposite McMichael Park, on the
southeast side of Midvale avenue,
during the Revolutionary War (pri-
or fo and afler the Battle of Bran-
dywine) General Washington had
an encampment for hig C'cmi;i1:u=:nt-al,1i
Army. " Here; too, at the time of!
(the Civil War, the 118th, or Corn/
| Bxchange Regiment, of the Penn-
sylvania Volunteers, was recruifed.

Midvale avenne, in 1865 had a
very miuch different appearance
between Ridge avenue and the Nor-
vistown branch of the Reading
Railroad, than it has today. At that
fime on the lower corner of Ridge
and Midvale avenue was John IR,
Johnson's store and dwelling, with
its Hower garden. The store was|
{kept by Harmon Johnson. and
| Christian Hess, under the name of
Johnson & Hess. In the rear was a
stable beyond which were the nijce-
ly-kept back"yard gardens'of the
householders in lower Indian Queen
lane. Then came a litlle frame
dwelling in which lived Benjamin
Boothroyd; then Benjamin R, Mar- |
ley's carpenter shop; and next the
Baptist church, with its sheds for
horses and the three story stone
dwelling in- which lived Lewis Met-
tinger. Beyond was the row of
dwellings erected by Henry Becker,
(Wwhich although remodeled, are stiil
(standing between Cresswell and Ar-
nold streets. Becker's other row of
houses face on the present Arnold
street and across the thoroughfare
can be seen the crumbling remains
|of the old brewery. Omn Midvale
lavenue, above Arnold street was a
blackberry thicket and then Pat-
rick Dougherty’s house and stable.

On the northwest side of Midvale
lavenue, beginning at the railroad
and going down toward Ridge ave-:
nue, were two dWell.ings‘. the first,
jerected by Becker, standing on|
‘ground which is now oceupied by
‘the St. Bridget’s Church huildings,'
One of the houses was occupied by
Cornelius De Groot, the marhble
cutfer and noted singer. At the
JIower side of Frederick streef;
where the motion picture theafre
‘ngw stands, were James'MMTlson’s|
[two dwellings; he living in one and |
|Elijah Schofield in the other, Then|
[came Stein's brewery yard and on |
ithe corner & frame house owned by
WJames Morrison.

So much for the history of Mid-
vale ayenue, or “Dutch Hollow” as
it was cnce popularly known,

l SCCAFR
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- Woody Plants Along hﬁ‘dvale Avenue, and in Wissahick-
on y-ale, of Great Interest to Botanists

“T think thar I shall never see
' A poem lovely as a tree—
A tree whose hungry mouth is
~ pressed
1}. Against the earth’s sweet fow-
ing breast;
A tree that looks ay God all day
And lifts her leafy arms to pray.
A tree that may in summer wear
| A nest of robins in her hair—
. Upon whose bosom snow has lain,/
Who intimately lives with the
rain, i
| Poams are made hy fools like me,
| But only God can make a free.)”

—Alfred Joyce Kilmer.

| Whenever it has Dbeen possible,
workmen erecting the new Thnmas
Mifflin School, along Midvale a
nue, have been careful not to |
turb or injure the .trees that skir
the propeu.y

These particular trees are not of
such great antiguity, as far as such
woody plants go, but to destroy
them and replant young ones, would
require another 25 or 30 years for
‘replacement.

Years ago the area in which the
school is located was a beautiful|
|woods, extending from the Norris-
|town branch of the Reading Rail-
road eastwardly toward Wissahick-
on avenue. Young people of the
Falls of Schuylkill used to have de-
Iightﬂiﬂ times tramping through|
this  wooded tragt. Shrubbery,'
imd-érhrush, and wild flowers were
'fo be found in profusion. Rabbits
‘and squirrels were plentiful and
thousands of birds made the woods
ring with their songs.
mt.hn autumn many & day was
spent in chestnutting in the woods
long Midvale a.veauﬂ. ‘The chest-
nut ﬁm bughf. some shh*ty

yea.rs ag:o, howamr, -dastrayed all of
this fine species of wood, and the
development of the Queen Lane
Manor section made It necessary
to remove most of the other varie-
ties of timber. i

Above Conrad street and the|
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
may still be seen some old giants
of trees, sirrounded many  years
ago, when Midvale avenue was re-
graded, by stone wells for protec-
tion. An uncle of this writer, Alex-,
ander Cox, who was a well-known |
Falls of Schuylkill and Germantown |
gardener, and a grand-uncle, Alex-
ander Mawhinney, aided in plant-
ing these old frees well over 60
| The woods around the Falls held:

an early charm for this seribe, and |

‘created an interest in trees which
|still lingers. The march of pro-
g:ness and the devastation of

House lane have always been places,
of study for the botanist, and,
there is little doubt that tree loversi
can still find many interesting!
specimens along that thoroughfare.!
The maple-lined 7voad Whlchl
leads intp Aldan Park Manor,
School House lane and WissahickonI
avenue, although the {rees are all
stunted in appearance thmug‘h the!
work of a horticulturist, is still one
of the most striking which can . be

lseen., This place about 32 years|

‘road was that which led up to the

ago was the property of Frederic C)
Strawbridge.  Ancther interesting

house of Samuel Welsh, on the

g |
ts have aollecbedthe!rtan; -
fine in

same lane. . L]
Ou:.standing ekamplea aE _:whim
pines, which are in many respects
our most mmessivn can be
seen at “Carlton,” at Bt.okiey street,
and on almost every Sechool House
lane estate from the Homewoot
School, at. mhlc}mn nmenue Lo |
e N e

A o & on
the land of Edward Steel, which
was four feet in diameter and 100
feet high, and John Wagner hoasted
of one which was five feet across
and sixty feel high.

On the Moses Brown estate stood
& magnificent specimen of the Jap- |
anese ghinko tree, #lmost ten feet |
in eciretimference and = reaching
eight}' feet into the heavens; & rare |
Japanese cedar and an even rarer

“yarnish tree”  Giant chestnuts
were -lberally scattered about, . these
arounds.

John Tucker, a late Pennsylvamﬂr
Railroad Company offical, had a;
|“plantation” on Wissahickon ave-
nue. Tucker’s estate extended along
Wissahickon avenue (or Old Town-
[ship Line as it was formerly called)
from MeKean's Hill south as far as
‘the Port Richmond branch of the
'Reacling Lines.  Afterward this
Iplace became Old Oaks Cemetery,

} Hal

| and thoughlful care that has been

stood 1,hree gmnt specunens af the

‘chesttiut, whnose - grear Size sur-
pas.secl any of /their fellows in the
immediate vieinity, )

~ .Rovhorough's moat fanious  (ree
[Loday. is the great onk outside of
“Taylor Post. No. 333&, i
‘ans of Foreign Wars,

stra&t #nd Lyceum av!mue

hin!
which/
from its immense size must be the
uldm of growths in the entire 21st

Ward. And through tree surgéry

glven by the former sorvige men
‘hugs plant should éndure for nm%nyr1
many more years.

For genuine pensiveness those
lonesome bAues, flong hel maih
driveway of Leverington Cerielery,
would sult the mood of even the.
saddest Edgar Allen Poe of loday,
On a wintry day, when the winds,
are sweeping down the Wissahiekon
Valley, one can almost sees “The
Raven" croagking in complaint as
‘he flits from one tree lo anothey
seeking refuge from the icy blasts.

In front of what is now the
Ether House, of the Merck Chem-
ical Company, but which was for
many years @ dwelling occupied by
the Pinyard family, was a butier-
nut tree that in proper season ab-
tracted all of the boys of the

|neighborhood to the house, which

stood along Ridge avenue, ‘adjoin-
ing a giant laboratory building.
In the olden days, as now, how-
ever, the Wissahickon valley was
the lcvce.tion of the finest mnatural
growths of wood, It may be inter-
esting to noﬁe that Pe‘ber E:lemar.

al iis numery on vld Lm.tsew s lnne,
(now Shawmont, - ‘ayenue) in Ro:e-;
borough, developed — the famous
Kieffer pear tree. This old ¢
nurseryman was also the
owner of a Japaness cedar,

(?10&& to the Rittenhouse build-
ings,” aleng Lincoln Drive, and up
at thé Livesey Mills, were two per-
simmon Lrees.

‘Qur finest hemlocks are to be

proud

and is now the site of much of the
‘Atwaler Kent Radio plant. On this
tract were three of the largest oak
trees that we have ever seen and
several large chestnuts, from which
we picked many a cap-full of meaty'
nuts;

On patt or the. ori.gma,l “Car‘.lton"
estate, at Midvale avenue and
Btokle;r street, in” the days lohg
gone, there once stood & dogwood,
It was loca..t.ed between the Queen’
lane :gservag- and Midvale- avenue,

- street. ’I“he great plant

'gargees Dam: and near

e

s romantic old stream s fﬂnﬂﬂi
ith these hardy frees. They can
e found in the gorge at Kilchen's,
Alién.s and Liyesey ggﬁne& and,

the Devil's Pool;

avenue, with trunks one and one!
‘half o two feel thick and from Dm
{lo 80 feet in heighl.

[rPhe emetlan of ‘houses smd otlwt‘
bulldings may Teut a widé swath in.
'the woods outside of the park do-
mains, but nothing am from’
nature can now disturb. the forest
gianis of the Wissahickon. For
which we are ﬁuly mt&ﬁg&;

=l
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1 nin came here as a boy. In
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'Death of Caretaker Recalls

i — —
==

History of Old Fishing Clubs

5

“Colony in Schuylkill” and “Fort St David’s” Merged to
Form “State” Organization as Philadelphia’s
Oldest Social Group

“Themas Cronin, for twenty-
‘seven years the caretaker of the
State in Schuylkill, familiarly
known as the Fishhouse, Fd-
dington, died of heart disease in

. Lankenau Hospital yesterday
after a brief illness. He was
about 6. Born in Ireland, Cro-

1910 he succeeded Lewis V.
Jackson, who, in turn, had been
caretaker twenty-thrée wears,
‘His wife, Sarah, survives him.”

The above news item, in one of
last Saturday’s evening hewspapers
{brought to mind some of the his-
|tory of the old fishing club of which
the late Mr. Cronin served as care-
taker in recent years.
| The Fishing Company of the Col-
lony in Schuylkill, as it was first
styled, was formed in May of 1732,
by some of Philadelphia’s most
‘highly regatrded citizens, and is said
to be the oldest social club in the
world,

Its first headquarters, or “castle”
as people called it, was at Eagles-
fleld, by the side of the Schuylkill
river, about one mile above the
Fairmount Dam, which at that
time was not even thought of,
much less built,
| The club house was on ground
owned by one, William Warner, to
whom the club members gave the
name of “Baron” Warner. They
agreed to pay him a small yearly
sum for the use of his land,

The first company consisted of
twenty-five members, a governor,
three counsellors, a secretary, a
treasurer, a sheriff and a coroner,
with the remaining members being
known ag “citizens.”
~_Each member, from the governor
Idown, took turns at heing caterer

at the regmlar meetings and feasts.
It is said that twenfy-five has re-
mained the total number of mem-
bers allowed under the organiza-
tion's constitution, and the names
on g small walting list are “appren-
tices.!" They are the only servants
in the club, and serve the {food
which hag been prepared by the
members. Only on rare occasions
have non-members been eligible to
partake of the fare on the old
‘boards of the “castle” unless they!
were of such national importance
as to warrant their election as hon-,
orary members, as were George,
Washington and the Marquis de
Lafayette.

It is said that the ritual of pre-
paring the fish, which were caught
in the nearby river, and presumably
the club’s punch, which is made to
a privately-known recipe, has mot
varied during the club’s existence.
‘Today. the same long-handled fry-
ing skillets are used for the cook-
ing. . |
Apart from its historic associa-/
tions, it has, in a large way, helped
to preserve the ancient Philadel-
phia {raditiong of good cooking,
Every member of the club, although
mostly socially prominent, must
take turn as caterer for a day,.and’
cook the mieal for the other mem-~
bers, |
When the club was founded it
was housed in a larger gquarters
than at present. In 1811 a com-
mittee “reported to fthe governor”
that the condition of the building
was such that immediate altera-
tions should be made, or a new
castle erected, i

Richard - Rundle was now the

mer of Eaglesfield. Like his pre=
dgggs_‘sp[_ he bore the title of *Bar-

Ibers of Fort St David’s, a similar

on" The committee stated that
Baron Rundle had agreed to give
the club a seven year lease for
which he was to receive in return
one white perch some time during

the month of June,

After the Revolution the club be-
came known as the State in
Schuylkill. At that time the mem-

club which had been established at
what is now the eastern end of the
Reading Railroad Company's stone
bridge, over the Schuylkill riyer,
which has decreased in member-
(ship, merged with the State in
{Sehuylkill, It was around the Fort
{8t David’s Fishing House, that the
taccumulation of houses became
known as “Fort St. David's -and
lafterward the Falls of Schuylkill,
I The State in Schuylkill had two
\ather home-sites before moving to
]1ts _bresent location at Eddington,
jalong the Delaware. These were
in. what is known as “Colony
[Castle,” at the confluence of the
 Wissahickon Crdek and _Schuylkill
river, and alse down at Rambo’s
Rock, near Gray’s Ferry. It was
while the club met at the latter
place, that General Lafayette, on
his refurn visit tq the United States
‘in- 1828, yexpressed his delight “in!
having visited every State in the
Union.”

Bo, the news item in last SBatur-
day's paper brought to mind recol-

leetions of the Club's connection
the Falls of Schuylkill and

| the Wissahickon Creek,
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James S. Swartz Exp ired
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From Infirmities of Age
At His New York Home:

l Benefa(-tor of Falls of Schuylkill Baptist Church Passed
~ Away on Tuesday Afternoon.—Won High Position in
Rail and Steamshlp Circles.—FErected Memor-
ial Building in Honor of His Parents
For Religious Instruction '

Word was received here on Tues-
day evening that the death of
James Simmons Swartz, LL. D, of
12 West 44th street, New York City
|ocewrred a few hours earlier in the
day.

Mr, Swartz, a former resident of
t:p;is section, and for many years an
‘active member and officer of the
Falls of Schuylkill Baptist Church-
‘and Sunday School, was 91 years

‘old, and expired from the natural

causes of age.

He was the greatest benefactor of
the Falls Baptist congregation,
'which he joined as a young man,
and but two years ago provided
the funds to erect and furnish the
Christian and Eliza Swartz Mem-
orial Church School, on Midvale'

‘avenue, in honor of his father and)

“mother,
 James Simmons Swartz was born
‘March 21st, 1840, at Black Rock,
‘Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.
‘When about two years of age his|
family removed to ILawrenceville,;
which is now known as Parkersford.
in Chester County, Pennsylvania.
He attended the village school,
until about eleven years old, when
'he was sent to the military school
;ﬂ Colonel J. B, Bachelder, at Read-
ng, Pa.
In 1854, his family moved to the
!"mlla of Schlwlld.ll and James, then
\fourteen, was put to work at $30
‘per month, to earn his own living.
‘At the end of two years he was

.serit to the public schools of this

city, and then'to the Central High
School, which he left early in 1858
to take a position as clerk and
telegraph operator in the Reading
Railroad Gompa,nvs Pottstown of-
lice.

In 1859 he returned to Philadel- |
phia and entéred a merchantile!
house as a bookkeeper. On August|
26th, 1859, his father’s life was end-
ed by a fatal accident on the Read- |
ing Railroad.

One of his most eyentful years
was in 1862, when about the middle

‘of Governor Curtin for volunteers
to protect Pennsylvania from rebel
invasion, as a member of Captain
Jehn Dobson's Company "I of the

Sometime in the same year, after
(returning from the brief military -
‘camipaien, as he was taking a streef
rar to go into the city to accept

lan offer of storekeeper and clerk|

‘accidental and seemingly trivial

| JOURNEYS ON |

JAMES 8. SWARTZ, LL, D

Whose death ocewrred on Tues- |
day afternoon, at his home in New!
York. Mr. Swartz, a former resi-/
dent of Easl Falls, served for more |
than 25 years as superintendent. of
the Falls of Schuylkill Baptist Slu:l-
day School. ",

cidént of meeting a friend changed

the whole course of his life and |

led to the following occupations:
Clerkship with Leech & Company,

Eastern Agents of the Pennsylvania |
Railroad; Cashier of the Star Union |
: Union Fast Freight|
Lines of the same road; Treasurer|

& N&tlona,l

(of the Empire Transporfation Com-

| lpz_tny, and its subsidiary, the Empire
Pipe Line, For {he latter the Stand- |

ar(_i Oil Company subsequently
paid some millions of dollars.
He was afterward President and

Treasurer of the Erie and Western |
a lake|

|Transportation Company,
and rail line, This company owned
a large fleet of steamers on the
{Great Lakes. TLater Mr. Swartz

(held the position of treasurer of the |
Connectmg Terminal R, R. Com-|

pany, and also of the

Western
Warehousing Company. !

ad a coal mine in thaylvania, the ‘ e Ocmbﬁfw?’;g he m_.ﬂelecie‘i |

\gating Company or Pennsylvania,

I;and a few years later of its suc-|
cessor, the TInternational Navigat-
ing Company of New Jersey, which
with greatly inereased capitai be~
game the International Merchan-
tile Marine Company in 1902 and
Ehe owner of several other Ilarge
I

ans-Atlantic companies, such as
he White Star, the Atlantic Trans-
port, the Dominion and Leyland
Line. He continued his connection
with this “company until October
1st, 1907, when he resigned.
¢ Mr. Swartz was one of the or-
ganizers of the Baptist Social
Union, of Philadelphia on March
5th, 1874, and for two years, in 1883
and 1884, was President of the or-
iganization. He was a member of
the Poard of Managers of the Am~
‘erican Baptist Publication Sociefy
for a number of years and freasurer
of various Baptist organizations in
|Philadelphia and Pennsylvania. He
served from 1868, for twenty-five
iyears, as the superintendent of the
‘Falls of Schuylkill Baptist Sunday
1 Bchool. t

On , October 25th, 1888, he was
lélected a member of ‘the Board of |
(Mansgers of the Y. M. C. A, 111]
Philadelphia. On January 10th,
1884, he was elected to memhership
on the Board of Trustees of Buck-
nell University, and was made
nresident of the Board in January,
1917,

In 1903 he received from Bucknell
University the honorary degree of
A. M., and in 1923, the degree of
L. D.

On May 5th, 1913, he was made
1 member of George G. Mea.de
Post, No. 1, of the G. A, R.

Mr. Swartz was a member of the
City Club of New York and had
been a member of the Union League
5f Philadelphia for 23 years.

He was chairman of the Board
yf Trustees of Bucknell University
sinee his election thereto in 1917.

The deceased will be. on vyiew
‘his evening (Thursday) in the
"alls of Schuylkill Baptist Church,
'n Indian Queen lane above Ridge
wenue, and the funeral serviees
7ill be held in the same church,
smorrow afternoon at 2 P, M.
The interment will be made in

Nest Laurel Hill Cemetery.
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Banquet at Falls Church

gAt tends Bzrthday

James btarrfett Presides at Huge Dinner Marking 75th An-
niversary of Falls Presbyterian Church.—Neigh-
boring Pastors Present.—History of
Congregation, and Its Time, Reviewed

| T

Close to two hundred men, women

and children were present at the
Anniversary Banquet, held as a part
of the exercises commemorating the
seventy-five years of existence of the
Falls Presbyterian {Jhurch =hich
was held in the Sunday Schoel room
of that church, Ridge avenue below'
School Hou lane on Friday even- |
ing of last week.
James Starrett, who has served t.he'
church as an elder, for more than
forty years, presided at the dinner,
which was attendedby the eclergy-
men of the neighboring churches,
and their wives, in addition to a
vast host of bresent and mem-
.bers of the congmgat.lon and u::eir
Irlends.

Following the singing of the Dox-
.e!ogy. the invocation was asgked by
Rev, William ' J. Hayes, pastor of the
Falls of Schuylkill Baptist Chuveh,
| Mr. Starett, in lntroducing Walterl
MacIndoe, the first speaker of the
evening, praised that gentleman for
his untiring efforts to forward the
work of the Falls Presbyterian
Chureh and Sunday School, since he
became affillated with the group
forty years ago, and cited the fol-
lowing facts concerning this inde-
_fatigable worker!

“Walter MacIndoe 301nrd the
«church on March 6th. of 1891. He|
‘served in the Sunday School, as li-
‘brarian from 1891 until 1897; treas-
urer of the Sunday Schocl from
[1811 to 1920: Sunday School teacher,|
£ 1005 until 1930: Assistant su-|

pérﬁ}x-endent of the school from
1911 until 1920; Superintendent,
(from 1920 to 1921: Associate su-

fpm-xntendent from 1923 until 1928;
and Superintendent, once more,l
|aihce 1928, and is still serving as
'such. He a!ao served one term as
[a. church trustee, in 1896, Was
lelected a ruling elder on February
(6th of 1911; elected Clerk of the
Session on March 31st 1914 and has
werked in  this capacity for 17
years and T months,

Mr. MacIndee, delivered an inter-
estiﬂg address, concerning the his-
tory of the TFalls shyterian
Church, which is well-worth pre-
serving, In  which he mentioned
many men and women, whose names.
will ever be illustrious in the rec-
ords of ‘the -congregation. The
speaker particularly stressed the
important parts plaared in the life of
the church, by Rev. DF. Joseph |

e

Beges; th.e late Josiah' Linton, and
his son W. Horace Linton; Mr. and
Mrs. James Dobson; David Furman,
8r., and James and Alexander
Starrett.

feld and Margaret Starrett Moon,
enlivened the occasion by playing &
plano duet.

At this juncture Katherine Hohl-|

I Rey. William J. Hayes was then in-
‘troduced as a speaker, and after tell- |
ing of the amiable feeling existing
‘between himself, and the members|
'of the Falls of Schuylkill Baptist,
Church, for their  Presbyterian’
friends, paid a fine eulogy to the
devotion of James Starrett, who as
presiding elder of the Presbyterian’
congregation has attended meetings
of the local clergymen, during ishei
|period that its church had been
without the guidance of a pastor.
Rev. Arien T. Muyskens, the pas-
tor-elect of the Falls Presbyterian

I fehurch, wito will take up His duties

‘on Novembeér 22nd, was present and
‘formally introduced to the men,
women and children who will form
his congregation, and made @ brief!
address expressing his pleasurable
anticipation of serving their relig-
ious needs, Immediately following|
Migs Martha Furman read an or-
iginal poem, entitle “The Falls of
'Schuylkill  Preshygerian  Church,”
‘which came from the pen of Mr.
Muyskens; a compnsltion which dis-
closed the incoming cle ans|
appreciation of the church and its
‘work, the locality, the music of
words, and the sentiments he holds
for the tasks which lie before him:
far clearer than anything he may
have utiered vocally.

Greetings from other East Fa115|
churches were brought by Reys, Dr.
John 8. Tomlinson, of the Methodiati
Church; Howell S. Foster, of the.
Grace Rel‘ormed Church; Charles/
Jarvis Harriman, of St. James the|
Less P. E. Church; and TUlla Ef
Bauer, of the Lutheran Church of.
the Redeemer, all of whom delivered
fine addresses of congratulation and
encouragement. Mr. Bauer reviewed
the changes which have taken place
in' nations and living conditions
since the Falls Presbyterian Church

was founded, and ecalled the at-
tention of his listeners to the fact

that God and His work is unchang-
dng, a.nd will endure until the end
of £

< Rey. FfankH Rose, pastor of the|
Manayunk  Presbyterian  Chureh,|

which with the Fourth Reformed]
Church of Roxborough holds thel
honor of being the “mother”|
churches to the Falls Presbyterians, |
was next called up to speak. Mr.!
Rose was lauded for his earnest
support as moderator during the in-
ferim when the Falls church was
without the services of a spiritual
leader. At the end of a disgourse, in
which he expressed his pleasure in
having been able to serve his listen-
ers, Mr. Rose was presented with
a huge bouguet of flowers, asa token
of the appreciation of the Falls
Presbyterian Church people.

Rev. J. Marshall Linton a son of
the church, told of some of his early
experiences in the Falls Presbyter-
ian Sunday School and church, and
stated his extreme delight in onee
'lmona being able to be “among his
jown people.”

Rev. Dr. J. Milton Thompson, !
former pastor of the Falls Presby-
terian Church, who served here thir-|
ty years ago, dnd who now labors|
at the Russell Sage Memﬂrlal Pres-

bytenan church in Far Rockapway,l

Long Island was present. and added
his congratulations to those of the
other orators, but shortened his
talk on account of his intention to
speak at the regully: Sabbath ser-
vices, which were held on Sunday
morning and evening., Mrs. Thomp=
son, who accompanied her husband
brought greetings from Mrs., James
{Dobson, who shares the distinction
{of being the oldest member of the
‘ehurch, with David Furman, Sr., As
(a tribute to Mrs, Dobson, all of thﬁ
diners arese and gave a sta

testimonial of their affection rm
|this ever-charitable benefactress of
the Falls Presbyterian Church. {

A. C. Chadwick, Jr., of the Sub-
(urban Press, portrayed the Falls
‘Village, as it existed at the time the
‘Presbyterian Church was toundaq.
and former City Councilman John
E. Smithies gave 4 layman’s view of
‘the work of the church, and urged
(& continuance of the splemiid de-
complishments of the ‘congregation;
so that its future might bring forth
even finer fruit than that produced,
during the past three—qaarteh of a
century,

‘The food, at the banguet, wa:s ca-
tered and served by a committee of!
women of the church, headed byl
Miss Nellie Groves, i
~The Doxology was sung-again, and
the benediction was pronounced by
%i.ﬁen. Arien 'T. Muyskens, and the

nquiet became a part of the his-
(tory of the Church.
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__ORIGINAL ST. BRIDGET'S CHURCH
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On Monday evening of this week theilloly Name Saciely of Si. Bridget’s
Uhureh, East Falls, held its Silver ﬂflflbilce Banguet in this old church,
Wwhich is now used as a Parish Halli The Society was founded in the
above piciured building 25 years ago. The spire, as shown in the sketch,
was removed many years ago, and the beautiful new church on Midvale,
avenue, has supplanted the structure as a place of worship for the par-

ishioners, ]
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‘Chureh Will
Observe 60th
Anniversary

,Graee Reformed Church, in
N East Fa]l]s Organized

| in 1871

|

AIDED BY POWERS

an'st Meetmgb Were Held'
In Old Academy on
it Queen Lane

E
| Grace Reformed, Episcopal Church
‘which stands on the west side of
Ridge avenue, above ' Calumet
'stmet in' East Falis, 18 the child of
o 1l handful of energetic men
\ wet at the home of Andrew
Harbison, on Ridee avenue, above
Spencer (now Calumet) streel, one
evening sixty years ago.

- These pioneers in the cause of ‘a
new ehurch bad been, with their

ﬁmiliea for many years com-
municants in the Episcopal Chureh
‘of St. Jumes the Less, on Hunting
Park avenue. At this fime Clear-
field street was not paved as it Is
nor was there any paved

street approaching it. The streets
in that section caused considerable
annoyance and inconvenience to
those aftending services. at SL.
James the Less, especially in win-
ter time. To the people of the Falls
Nicetown lane at that time was
looked upon as guite a distance,
and as a result the communicanis
at the church from the upper end
the town anxiously swaited the
gne ‘when  similiar religious
eges Wculcl be located more
DD February 1871 the members
ffom  the Falls had reached such
umbers that the few worthy men

: a,bnve mentioned considered

a;_nd met as sta.ted The _na_rnes
he men who were present at
;h meeting were: Robert Craw-
!m*d, Williamm  Harbison, Robert

‘Adams, Sr, Andrew Harbison, Will-|
iam

Crawford and Christopher
zgerty.

 encouragement and support
d by these worthy men re-
| a commitiee of two being

a_ea W ntieh support could be de-
wded on and to report back at a
eeting during the following week.
: committee  consisted  of
1 phe:c Haggeriy and Andrew

; .. who with such
s on their mission that at the
imﬁ: meeting  twenty-five new

ﬁiﬂmopal congregation in t.hﬁ old
Aeademy Building, jon Queen lane,
‘This redquest was fgranted, and on
the following ay, or only two
weeks, after the movement was first
launched forth, the first service was
held in this building, the “cradle of
churches,” An application was at
once made to the Episcopal Mission
of Philadelphia to furnish them

‘with a minister which was answered |

by the sending of the Rev. Mz,

Fugette to attend to their spiritual|

wants, This was in March, 1871,
and after serving them for a few
Bundays, the congregation extended
to him a ecall to beecome their pas-
tor, which he at once accepted. In
lhe meantime the congregation had
elected vestrymen and selected the
name by which the new chureh
would be known. The name decided
on was Trinity.

Trinity Church had been estab-

lished, vestrymen elected and pas- |
tor installed all in the space of &
little over a month, through the|
coergy and earnestness of but al
few men. The lirst vestrymen were |
Andrew Harbison, William Harbi-
son, Robert Crawford, Chatles
Boothroyd John' Ferris, Mr, Little-
wood, Mr. Moore, Christopher
Haggerty, Henry Benham, Sr., Will-
dam  Jamison,
and a Mr. Johnson. The first super-
intendent was Thomas Buornley,
whose sister was the late Mrs. Jos-
eph Dolphin, of New @ueen street.
The services were held on the
| second fivor of ‘the Old Academy.,
the first floor being occupied by
Jerome Anderson and his family,
{who cared for the building, The
Bunday school connected with the
'new congregation was also held in
the same room as the serviees,
Trinify Congregation progressed|
and prospered to such an extent|
that in the course of a year it had
cutegrown its gquarters te such an
extent that Palestine Hall had to
be secured to hold services in; Sun-
day school being still continued at
the old academy. In this same year
Pastor Fugetie was succeeded by the
Rev. Mr. Windeyer. It was at this
time also that Thomas Powers, of
the firm of Powers and Weighbma.n‘
first. became interested in this con-
lgregation. He previously been a
(communicant at a Germantown!
church, but one Sunday morning in
'eompany with  Thomas. Moore,
superintendent of his laboratory, he
atiended the serviees of Trinity,
CEiumh He at once became in-

ested in the efforts of the infant
congregation and noticing the ab-
sence of such articles as were,
necessary  to worthily honor such
sacred services he at his own ex-
pense had the center chandelier
placed in the Auditorium of the
Hall He also had curtains placed
the windows and matting laid
0 the floor. L
This liberality on the part of Mr.
Powers was but infinitesimal when
compared with what he afterwards
did for the church.

. About fthis time a controversy

arose between the firms of Powers
and Weightman and Joseph Shants,
whose properties adjoined, over the

Iluting UI a sp::ing belonging Lo

William Gallagher |

piccs of zmmerby belonging to Mi-
Shantz at that Dlace,

The Park Commission shortly
afterwards took that portion near
the river for the East Park drive,

and it is supposed that the price

| paid pretty well compensated Mr.

Powers for the entire purchase

Irom Mr. Shantz. However, M.

Powers had for sometime been anx-

ious to see his Trinity Church in a
{ building of its own, and upon his

|securing of the new piece of ground
|he was not long in deciding that it

was upon that spot that a building
for the purpose of worshiping \God
would be buill. He quietly had plans
prepared and in the latter part of
1872 preparations were begun for
at once starting the new building,
s0 that in the early spring of the
following year the work was push-
2d  with such vigor that the firsi
service was held in the basement

of the néw church in May, 1873.
| The entire work of the building

was superintended by Mr, Moore, of

:the laboratory and the building

was finishéd before the'end of that

year. It was then almost as it is
now, very few allerations having
taken plage. The first slory is of
stone, while the upper portion is of|
frame, with a belireytower in one
corner, In  which is ensconsed af
-mellowtoned hell. The seating
capacity of the church is about

400, wiile in the basement are class|

rooms which can be thrown into|

‘one large lecture room when so de- |

gired. |
.. On Easter Sunday, which came|
(in April in fhe year 1574, the cén-
gregation decided ‘o change the|
(titla by which they had been known
{since their formation, and to be-
come the First Reformed Episcopal
Church. And so it was dropped and
the name adopted as it is known at
the present time. “Grace Church”
First Reformed Episcopal Church.

The Reyv., Mr, Wi%_yer was
succeeded as pastor of Grace
Church in 1876 by the Rev. Mr
Feltwell, who remained until Jan-[

uary, 1879. In the preceding Nov-
cmber Grace Church had lost its }

best friend Thomas Powers, who
| was called to his heavenly reward.
(From the time of the ereection of
1Lhe church the congregation had |
never been asked to pay one cent of |
{rent, Mr. Fowers had even gone
farther, His purse strings were,
ever open to the necessitnes or
wants of his favorite church and
congregation. From the tone of his
‘conversation, when speaking on the
‘future of Grace Church, it was
supposed fhat Mr. Powers would at
his death make it a gift outright,
but as fortune would have i, he
was consummated. At his death it
was found thet deceased had made
no provision in his will relative to
the chureh than that which had
been in vogue from the time of its
erection, o wit: “Thal the con-
‘gregation of Grace Church, First
Reformed Episcopal Church, should
have the use of the church edifice
(at a rental of one ($1) dollar per
|year, should it be demanded.” IE
was the intention of its benefactor
that when the congregation of

'Grace Church should increase to

‘such an extent as to demand an

‘enlargement, the church should be

-'.extanded ouf to the Park Dr__
fully iniended that f
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pared from the Philadelphia

A resident of Roxborough, on
Friday sent us the following letter
|noncerning Frederick R. Peterman,
who onee had eharge of the stone
||\work done on Reading Railroad
{|projects, who was her grandfather.
“Dear Sir:

A few weeks ago there was
an artiele in THE SUBURBAN
PRESS apout the “Wissahickon
pridge. ‘In lobking through @
box of old newspaper clippings
I found the enclosed, taken
from the Manayunk Chronicle,

You will notice thal Fred-
erick R. Peterman, (my grand-
father) erected the abutments
of the bridge. I have at the
present time a large picture of
the bridge taken just after it
was finished. Your articles of
historical interest are greally
enjoyed and usually kept for
future reference. :

Sincerely yours,

A Regular Reader”

The clipping which was enclosed
In the envelope reads as follows:
“I regeived a letter last Fri-
day from Mrs, James L. Marlin,
of 4717 Fowler street, Mana-
yunk, in which she informed
| me that her father, Frederick
' Peterman had erected the

| sbutments of the Reading-

‘Railroad bridge on Ridge ave-

‘nue, above Scotts lane, and
; that 1 had made a mistake in
calling him Jacob Peterman in
an' article on the bridge, in a
vecent issue of the Chronicle.
In the letter was this inlerest-
ing data regarding the High
Bridge which spans the Wissa-
hickon Creek.

My father built ‘the first
abutment ang then it was giv-
en oub on contract to Nolan
Brothers. Willlam Lorenz was

"

Wide differcnces in iypes of property
Zoning
heasing tonight in the

W

| the chief engineer; C. W.
! Buckholtz assistant engineer,
The dimensions are: Length,

| 540 feet; b arches with seventy
[ feet span each; 4 arches with
| ten feet each. The height from
the Park drive to subgrade is
80 feet: from the bottom of the
foundation to rail, 103 feet, I
remember one time saying fto i
my father, I wished that he
could haye finished the bridge,
as it would be a great monu-
ment to have, when he replied,
# ¢+ «There is something more
to be proud of than building
the bridge, and that ig the lay-
ing of the foundation, for if the
foundation is poor the work
will not be rood.” '” He was
superintend « | of masonry for
the Reading .wailroag for 38
years. " )

R. R, 8.
& La

* ¥ » ik

| Stuart Hunt, of the Laurel Hill
Cemetery ‘Company, is another who
gsent a letter to this office on Fri-
day, which says, in part; “I read
with pleasure and interest your
article in THE SUBURBAN PRESS,
about the notables buried in Laurel
Hill Cemelery—FPerhaps you would
find interesting the fact that in
this cemetery, that lacks but two|
years till it reaches '

the century
mark, are buried thirty-five sol-
diers and patriots of the Revo-

lution. Ten of Philadelphia’s most
outstanding mayors chose this spot|
as their final resting place,
“‘Several years ago a Mr. Joseph
Jackson, wrote to the Public
Ledger selecting a list of one
hundred pames of Philadelphians
who had galned the greatest na-
tional repute, Of these twenty-
four were burled in this cemetery.
I am enclosing this list.”

The enclosure eontaineg the
mameg of Charles Thomson, David
Rittenhouse, Richard Rush, Sarah
iJosepha  Hale, George Gordon
{Meade; Thomas Buchanan Read,
George Henry Boker, George Wil-
liam Childs, Horace H. Furness,

in these two communities are indicated by the above map. pre-
Commission’s cofficlal map, which will be discussed at a public
Falls of Schuylkill Library

Edwin J. Houston, Richard Dale.
Wwilllam  Duane, Thomas Sully,
John Bouvier, Thomas Godfrey,
Sr., Adam Seyfert, Robert M. Bird,
Paul B, Goddard, Henry Beck
Hirst, George Rex Gra@._\m}_—__

\‘uam Henry Fry, David Seull BIE--I
{pham, Boies Penrase, and Williarm
Weightman.

%

L] #

Tn 1850 Corneling De Groot, &
marble cufter, came to the Falls,
land for a short while worked i1
fhe Reardon Brothers marble works
|at Laurel Hill befope Starting in/
Ipusiness for himself, Mr. De Groot

was a noteq singer having a bari-
torie voice of unusual volume, He

grganized and taught a singing
class in the Falls Baptist Church,
'and formed and led the choir, Iny
those days there was ho accoms
panist so he took the key note from
a steel tuning fork, He subsequientsd
Iy became a member of the churei.

He was a School Director and ay
Past Master of Roxborough Ladge
No, 135, F. and A. M, It was he
who erected the imposing enbrance]
to Mount Vernon cemetery.  Mrs,
De CGroot was alsg a singer and|
sang scprano. She, however, could |
never master the notes, singing by
(ear. He would softly whistle her:
parts and she would go through an!
anthem without an error.  They!
had two sons, Cornelius, Jr, and
{Charles Abhot De Graot, The lat-;
ter adopted hig fathers husiness, |
and at one time worked. for Peier
I,Bechtel in Roxborough, :

Ll
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: E HAVE a pleasant weakness
, here in Philadelphia for any-

thing connected with our
city’'s history, and in this weakness lies
[oulr greatest strength. Lacking ambi-
1I‘I;iun, courage and industry it is impos-
! sible to build anything very fine, so that
{ we have beepn given a nice ideal by the
{irst inhabitants in their unquestioned
[ possession of these qualities: '
L Probably we feel a partigular and
! personal pride in the Universily of
Fennsylvania, which from its beginning,
45 “The Charity School of Philadelphia,”
hecgnve, through the vision and energy
of those early settlers, the imspiration
‘to learning thal it is today, Back of
it all is one man's thought, which
proved so eonstructive and sound that it
has formed the basis of most American
collegas, On September 7, 1725, there
was born in Scotland a child who was
called William Smith, Come to think of
it the very name of Smith denotes a
man of action, and this one was no ex-
ception to the rule!
 Educated for the chureh, he came,
however, to Ameriea in 1751 as tutor
to some young men, and during his two
vears of teaching he put upon paper
some of his ideas on the subject of edu-
cation. This pamphlet he sent to Dr,
Franklin, and in consequence was of-
fered a position in the Academy and
Charity School in Philadelphia, and in
1765 became the first provest, after
which he proposed certain charters
which, among other things, planned for
the erection of a mew college. All
Tigher education in the colonies up to
this time had been primarily to prepare
| voung men for the ministry, but Dr.
{Smith was among the first to realize
Uthat the vouth of the dby must be
| veady for any position in life which
| they might choose,
That he was most fearless in ex-

| pressing any opinion which he cherished
! is very certain, and this was the cause,

#:. 1758, of his being thrown into jail
{or several months, ewing to his having
assisted Judge Moove, of Chesler
county, in the preparation of a doeu-
ment which attacked the peace policy
of the Quaker sssembly. During his
imprisonment his classes eame to him
daily, and he carried on his lectures as

! {houtgn still under the college voof. The
! good which came oul of thiz evil was

the furtheranee of his friendship with

—Mize  Rebecen  Moore, who, through
visiting her father, felt sympathy for
his comrade in misfortune, as well, so
that after the two men were released
the marriage of the Provost to Miss
Nfoars wae celebrated.

Smith’s Folly -

It is to be seen on the high hill ot the extreme left, where it o
looks the Falls of the Schuylkill and vicinity as the scene was aifd
time the house was erected. The engraving is a reproduction (}E"
print in the collection of Thomas H. Shoemalker, of Germantown. |

lozzi’s methods that they not only paid
the passage of Mr. Neef to America,
but maintained him while he was learn-
ing to speak English.

In 1808 Neef published a book
deseriptive of the theories of his master,
stress being laid on personal contaet
and observation in child training.
Specially, we find that there were no
books; slatés and blackboards being the
medinm used, but an eye-witness of the
school states that the extent to whieh
whole classes of these boys would carry
out mental arithmetie and solve mathe-
rratical problems without slate and
pencil was truly wonderful and aston-

ishing. Hence our progressive educa-
tion of today is, in reality, merely a

carrying out of these methods which
prevailed in the small house at the Falls
of Schuylkill in 1809! ; i

The Octagon House itse!f is gone,
but the open pround where it once stoud

lay vacant in the afterncon sunshine.

riot long ago when I finally reached the
Provost Smith House on the top of its
gteep hill, Next to it are the two build-

ings of the present ¥alls Public School,

while about the old house itzelf i
large open &pace which may be ente
{rom several sides. Tt would seen
Le a great opportunity to do somet|
speeially fine with this interesting p
since as the only vacant interes
ground in & growing community,
lying as it does beside the local séi‘
it presents possibilities for preserva
and fremendous uscfulness. ]
. The house is not greatly altered’
its original lines' and could, with Yittle
trouble and no great expense, he ¥~
turned to the charm of an sarlier &
so that I found myself thinking ent)
astically how perfect a combinatit
would be il the University should
upon itself the restoralion and up
of the mansion, and the Fairm
Park Commission join with the ¥
grounds Association to make the:
rounding land a recreation center
nected with the school. _'!
There is sufficient space for &
courts ahd baseball or hockey fi
while the few remaining tall trees s
the original roadway, which leads
the land from Queen Lane. The si




which, among other things, planned for
the ereetion of a mew college. Al
higher education in the colonies up to
this time had been primarily to prepare
{young men for the wministry, but Dz,
(Smith was among the first to realize
"that the youth of the dhy mmust be
ready for any position in life which
they might chouose,

That he was most fearless in ex-
pressing any opinion which he cherished
is very certain, and this was the cause,
it 1758, of his being thrown into jail
for several months, owing to his having
aseisted Judge Moore, of Chester
county, in the preparation of a docu-
ment which attacked the peace policy
of the Quaker assembly. During his
imprisonment his classes came to him
daily, and he carried on his lectures as
though still under the college roof. The
good which eame out of this evil was
the furtherance of his friendship with
Mise  Rehecea  Moore, who, through
visiting her father, felt sympathy for
his comrade in misfortune, as well, so
that after the two men were released
the marriage of the Provost to Miss
Moore was celebrated.

Until Iately I had always thought of
Tir. Smith as living all his useful life
in what iz called the Provoest's house, at
Fourth and Arch streets, before he re-
tired to his son’s house, on the site of
the old Drexel Building. at Pifth and
Chestnut streets, where he finally died.
About 1773, however, he occupied for
{he first time an estate at the Fallg of
Schuylkill, which is still' standing and
which must necessarily be of the great-
est interest to the City of Philadelphia.

“Smith’s Folly,” as it was most often
ealled, is near Indian Queen Lane and
the Ridge road. The house stands on
the very summit of the hill, and from
jts grounds one may look up and down
the shining silver river, Surrounded by
tull trees, a few of which still exist,
{ie house itself was one of three build-
irigs on this particular piece of land, the
other two, because of their peculiar
shapp, being known as the Hexagon
House and the Octagon House!

The former, which is close to Queen
Lane. was for.some years the home of
Horace W. Smiith, while the latter was
the birthplace of the Pestalozzian sys-
tem of education in America. These
now famous theories were first brought
to this country by Joseph Neef, who
came to Philadelphia with William Me-
Clure, founder of the Academy of Nat-
ural Seciences. Mr. MceClure and a Mr.
Cabell, brother of the Governor of Vir-
ginia, were so impressed with Pesta-

il LOUG INEEL
deseriptive of the theories of his master,

stress being laid on personal contact

and observation in child training:

Specially, we find that there were no

books; slates and blackboards being the

medinm used, but an eye-witness of the

gchool states that the extent to which

whole clusses of these hoys would carry

out mental arithmetic and solve mathe-

matical problems without slate and

pencil was truly wonderful and aston-

ishing. Hence our progressive eduea-
tion of today ig, in realily, mercly a

carrying out of those methods which

prevailed in the small house at the Falls

of Sehuylkill in 1809!

The Octagon House itself is gone,
but the open greund where it once stoud
lay vacant in the afterncon sunshine
niot long age when 1 finally reached the
Provost Smith House on the top of its
steep hill. Nexl to it are the two build-
ings of the present Fallz Public Schoal,
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since as the only vacant interes
ground in a growing community,,
lying as it does beside the local s¢
it presents possibilities for preserva
and tremendous uselulness,

The housze is not greatly altered f
its original lines and could, with fittie
trouble and no great expense, be re
turned to the charm of an earlier
so that I found myself thinking enty
astically how perfect a combinatil
would be if the University should
upon itself the restoration and up
of the mangion, and the Hairm
Park Commission join with the I
grounds Association to make the
rounding land a recreation center
nected with the school.

There is sufficient space for
courts and baseball or hockey fi
while the few remaining tall trees s
the original roadway, which leads
the land from Queen Lane. The s
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Gilbert Stuart’s Portrait of Dr.

For which the subject jwas posed at the open window of “§
the river and the soft green hills of Fairmount Park. The port
property of Dr. Ward Brintan.



5e to Preserve It ?

len Hamzilton Sims

Joseph Neel’s school might be marked
by a pool or fountain alse, in memory of
this first seat of Pestalozzian endesvor
in Ameriea.

For some years Richard Penn Smith
oceupied “Smith’s Folly,” and undoubt-
cdly drew inspiration for his plays, some
of which weve written for Forrest, from
the loyvely view which, becauvse of its
high situation, is still part of the charm
of the place, During the oceujuney of
the Falls by Washingten's army, in
1777, the house was L}'e h""i:;._u; ters
of General Stephens, of Virginia.
Charles F. Jenkins mentions it in oney
of his hooks also as the mansion in
vhich, during the yellow fever epidemic
in 1793, Genersl Knox, Secretary of
War, and Oliver “o]cou, Jr., Auditor
of the Treasury, administered their
duties.

Since, i these days, we think noth-
ing of transporting pleasing and his-
toric houses, stone by stone, for many
triles in order to preserve them, what
+ tremendous chance this
et a place of great int
changing in anyway it locality or
originality. ‘And who can tell how soon
the march of so-called “progress” will
raze it to make way for a f ar’im:ﬂ
Should thera not be some truly personal
riemeorial such as this to a man with
the vision, balance and driving power of
this first provost of our University ?

Those who worked with him or for
him seem to have had a clear under-
standing of him, and Pve read some-
wi=re a tale of his colored servant,

finding Dr. Smith admiring the
snoleum which at one time stood on
place, inguived something about its
use,
a8 for me, Pompey.)”
svatieman said; “just for me!”

“Maybe that's vight., dector,” the
servant replied; “but I guess the dekhil
won't have no troub’e finding vou, no
matter where vou is laid.”

John Adams speaks of him as “soft,
pelite, . insinuating, adulating, -enwult,
lsarned, industrious and indefati gable,”
but as vou look at the wise, kind face in
Gilbert Stuart’s beautiful portrait you
are persistently struck with the humor
and affeclion of his expression as he
sits. by the open window of “Smith’s
Folly,” through which you may clearly
see the soft green hills of Fairmount
and the river as it drers softly over
the falls.
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