Rivers; Houghtalings Page 60
Schuylkill Watsr Ledger Almanac 1873 page 17
Mill Creek Iedger Almanac 1879 page 9

Schuylkill River Ledger Almanac 1879 page 1l
Schuylkill Flood Forecast Vol 4 3/6/1902
Schuylkill Steamboats Forecast Vol 7 8/6/1903
gchuylkill pellution Forecast Vol 11, 8/10/1905

Note: Houghtalings, a small booklet possessed by A,C.C.
ledger Almanacs, pocssessed by A,C,.C,
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INDICTED FOR DUMPING
ASHES IN RIVER

American Bridge Company Held on
Eleven Bills

Indictiments were returned by the fed-
erul grand jury last Thursday against a
number of mill owners along the Schuyl-
&ill River, who are charged with dumping
ashes in the stream in violation of a
federal navigation law,

The mill owners indicted and the num-
her of bills ageinet each are: Charles
MeDaowell, whose mill is on the east bank
of the Schuylkill at Manayunk, four bills;
Martin and William H. Nixon Paper
Company, three bills; Philadelphia Pa-
per Manufacturing Company, eight bills;

' American Bridge Company, Pencoyd,
Montgomery connty, cleven bills,

It is declared that the Schuylkill hag
been reduced in width by distances vary-
ing from ten to sevemty-five feet in a
number of places in Manayunk, The
dumping of cinders, it is contended, has
been practiced by the mills for the last
ten years, and in addition to saving the
cost of having the ashes hauled away, in
sume instances retaining walls have been
built and valuable “made ground” ac-
quired by the mills at the expense of
the width of the stream.
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A TRUNK LINE OF
THE OLDEN DAYS.

Hotels Flourished Along Bethlehem Pike. Flour-
town as Junction Poini or Relay

Station.

Travelers along the old and stll [re-
‘guently used highways into the eity, roads
that were used from the corliest Colouial
days and prior to that in many instanves
were Indian trails winding throngh the
wilderness, often comment and express
wonder at the namber of ancient looking
hotels in cpses without Seeming presént
reason or necessity for public accommoda-
tion,  Ad the olid wayside inns pass away
jone by ooe or something ooeurs to indicate |
a precarious existence, those acquainted
with the changing conditions of the times
need only to note the causes or the oppor-
tunities that led to their establishment
niany years ago and the chunged lines and

modes of travel and transportation of the |

‘present,

Porierly these plages were re- |

parded as thriving placesof husiness, neces:

sary for public cotertainment and accom-
modation of man and bease. Now the
trafic, il it goes that way at all, simply
s by, while wayside houses, with loeal
patronage insufflcient, feel the effects.
In Flourtown, in Springfisld townihip,
along the Bethlebemn pike immediately be-
yonud Chestnug 1l four or live hotels have
pxisted from anil prior to the Revelution.
Changing times have varied their uses and
Ctheir fortunes.  Four are still in existenoe
{there, including the Wheel I'nmp, named
from the kind of pumyp that [or many vears
“atood in frout of it, stilk bearing svidences
of tormer prosperity, the more recent eause
iof which wus the existence of the former
Chestnus Hill Park, the terminus of the
Lehigh Valley Traetion Chestnut Hill line
land the attraction of many people w that
Ivicinity. It is located in what was origin-
ially known as Heydrick's Hollow and later
las Heydricksdule. It was occupied as a

gtore by Abraham “Heydrick, =on of
Balthasar Hendrick, the immigrant, in
767. In 1776 Jacoh Neff, then col-

lector of taxes, eonducted the place as
an ino apd in 1785 John Keoner was
the keeper of the hotel. There is also

recond of the Ottinger tavern, near the )

present railroad in 1792, Licensed honses
were kept in"Flourtown by Michael Spie-
wel in 1760, by John Kenuner in 1767, John
Streeper and Philip Miller in 1773, Joseph
Campbell, Fred Kohlhoffer aud Christopher
Mason in 1779,
terin 1510, kept the “ Wagons and Horses, "'
n noted stopping-place for farmers,
One-time Hourishing inns were merely
an ineident in the history of Springfield
township and Flourtown, its largest vil-
Jage. Christopher Ottinger purchased land
there lrom Herman Greathouse as early as
1706 and it was 8611 held by bim in 1754,
His son, nlso named Chreistopher, married
Mary Greathouse, danghter of Ierman
Grenthouse, and in 1743 erected a stone
building with a pent roof, which is still
standing near the middle of the village. A
stone murker in the frout of the bullding
bears the inseription ** €. 0, M, O, —1743,"
referring to the Ottingers, Christopher and
Mary. A story handed down in the fam-
| ily says that it was at ong time nsed s
an inn.

Nicholas Kline, postmas- -

As far as locationwas converned no place l

wis in beétler positién to benefit from the |

mode of traflic of the long distapee kind in
the coloninl days and the infant days of
the republic than was Flourtown, (ierman
setilers bound for the then undeveloped see-
tions te the north and northwest of Phila-
delphia, upon eheir arrival as this port im-
mediately doight out the German settle
ment at Germantown or were met and look-
ed after by Christopher Sanr, noted printer
und artizan of that day. Thence they posh-
ed oot to make their homes, subdue the
wilderness and develop the country. RBal-
sthpnr Heydeiok aud his wife Rosiun, thus
arvived from Sicily in 1734 and settled in
Heydriek's Hollow, The onestory log
cahin, such as built about 1745 by the early
settlers, located about the center of ['lour-
town was known as the Hevdrick house,
having belonged at one time to one of their
descendants. It was supposed to have been
built by David Aocull, who married Mary,
danghter of Christopher Ottinger, It re-

—

muined the only one of its kind in Spring- |

field township until o few yeurs ago.

The Yw.ker family is another whose his-

tory is linked with the early doings of
Flourtown. Christopher Yeakel arrived in
Ameriea in September, 1743, Ife was a
cedar cooper.  His honse, boilt in the old
log bounse style in 1743 at Sommerhansen,
was torn down o March 29, 190G, It was
the last of its kind in Philadelphin county.
While the [amily settled in the Cresheim
section they owned properiy at the foot of
%Ehe Lill in Springlield township and the
[Tamily burying ground is in that township,
{baok of the Home for Consumplives.

Floartown, it

ity. Farmers from Salford, Franconia and
other sections io sarrounding counties
bronght their wheat there, often in four
honrse teams, to be grousd and exchanged
for oar,  T'he village thus came to he re-
porded as o wheat market of considerable

pretentions.  According to the Peonsylva-
nin  Archives it was ealled Flonrtown in

1781, In 1795 it had sixteen or seventeen
horses. Iu 1532
taining twenty hbouses, five taverns and
fiwo stores, Before the time of the milroads,
 stage coaches, drawn by four horses and
ourrying the mails passed thiough, 1n 1820
there were nine arrivals of sneh stages from
Philadelphia and there were two tri-weekly
lines between Flourtown and Bethlehem.
Caleulating twelve as a stage coach load
when they carried their eapaecity it meant
(that Flourtown was the pointol arrival snd
depmrtirs of about 240 persous n day on
lone of the principal lines of travel of the
day. Oftimes it is recorded the yards of
the taverns were so crowded that there
was an overflow on
the roads and it was at times dillicult to
puss. There were the market teams coming
down from the country above with their
(produee and olten stopping over night to
get an early start for the eity market next
morbing, There were the wheat carriers to
the mills, the liny teams, clothing wagons
taking garments out for making by in-
dustrions  eountry women, and persons
who traveled in their own conveyances,
all making more or less husiness for

~ the hotels all nlong the line, which thus
became pablie necessities for the travelers |

as well as for the teams with which they
traveled. That made bosiness that multi-
plied the taverns. When the railroads di-
verted the traflic of passengers, when the

marketers and  others nsed the railroads.
and antomobiles as quicker and more con-

venicnt nmeans of reaching their desting-

tions or the markets, when mills felt the
competition of the big westorn mills and!
greater wheat markets absorbed the crops,

is believed, received its |
name from the mills located in that vicin- |

it 12 mentioned as con- |

market davs into |

1and trade that flowed

when even the rich deposits of iron ore in
Springfield township proved insufficient to
cope with larger operations, the keepers of
the numerous inns were thrown npon their
own resourcefulness to keep their places
going.

Bat heyond all that Flourtown and all
thnt section are rich in their old memories. |
The old Peifer mill, which ground flour|
and meal for Washington's army during
the Revolufion is on the Wissahickon only
n short distance away. {

In the Uuion cemetery at the upper end
of the villuge repose the remains of Capbain
or General Henry Scheetz. He was the
great gramdson of Johann Jacoh Scheetz,
one of the members of the eriginal Prank-
fort company, the owners of the German-
town settlement. Captain Sheetz was com-
mander of the Montgomery brigade, sent
to assist in putting down the Fries Rebel-
Hon in Lehigh county in 1798, He retain-
ed his intereat in military affaits and was

| later appointed a wnjor general in the

state militia.  He was born in 1761 &
died in 1343, His father, also named
Heory, was active in public civil life
before him.

The autoist, speedivg by, perhaps casunl-
ly stopping atone of theso road houses so
redolent of other plainer and prospering
days, seldom takes the time to think of
the part this important highway played in
the development of the remote interior
that now seems so near and familine or of
the comparatively great strenm of travel
up and down the
" Bethlehem pike, pausing for a short time,
isometimes the portion of a night, npon the

ireshold of the eity, hefore a visit that to

any was an svent in"their lives, too bur-
ensome or expensive to be often under-
aken. E
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of the Day

ll WAS reminded by that distinguished |

“Americon ‘of Weleh blood, Owen
3. Roberts, that en March 1 the |
Wh!u Soci H of Phﬂ:delphh will cele-

brate its : |

Getting old! le Welnh ware. the
lﬂnt rae ] xraup to organize hers al
ﬂﬂh ol’ !
The Eons ai.’ St Gearge, wha are pure|
gnl ixh, and the Patriotic Emkof S|

ek, who are Irish, and the at.hex- .

d Society, who ure Duteh, are uo;
N.hlaa gither, Bwedes ha'w their or-
#n@aﬁm aud g0 buve the Germang,

goﬁm memorics of France. Thers ars]
s of the Revolution, Sons of the
War of 1812, G. A. R. and even an
organization of those whose sncestors
fousht kn the Colonial wars.
Bm: hole ‘Welsh who celebrate on
vid's Day represent the oldest

u! thene racial or war socleties.

“ ® @ %

Hngoenot Society keeps ever| [

is that bon-vivant, the State in/
Schuylkill
Jt knows no racisl lines and mever
rud. h“‘be it ever knew its {gsua and
;.hono +d one, the redoubtabie "ﬁurluhcmaa1

In vm those Welsh eolonisis in and
‘about Philndelphia were a :
m oma of them came on the

No mam town lot was h:g enour.h for

the Roberts, Fvan and

mea. They bought from Penn tracts
r 20 m:‘rou at &

Sms cf thia old Welsh bavony tract
fe still in the hunds of desmrhnts swhi
purchased it 240 years ago.

Fou find an Evans occupying a place
in Gywnedd Valley whieh was bought
{rom Pann by his ancestor; Evgns. more
‘than 240 years ago.

" L S B

JUB’I.' about twn' centuries old also

such s 1 m
strong a8 ever, but dozens

0'1' only are Welsh family names
still ot

place - names near Philadelphia are

'ﬂ*g“;ml Rain, Cynwyd, Bryn Mawr,

| w §

B St Y s T o

e W very nearly Janded o
ent of tha United RNtates in

u. And the Welsh

Eﬂiua
produeed  top-
llbhf:et Ei ’hthe lmed :gno;gngna in|

% ent Cﬁﬂz’?ﬂ knew precisely

Preside:
11‘: : f-t}:nnbem, . rhimwh“iﬁ;;:
.-.“___ I. : A ry i l ]
tUﬂﬂfﬂ B e

o thousands how the city breaks
owa ‘laws while citizens obey

Nort! Brm&
g::?dtgud &lyr 'me:nl.‘n b

THE recent. eight-inch snow showed
1

;W‘iﬂt het

d to the letier Ly

2 g o

m that mlmmt Phﬁuﬂd
Itw:er. orator snd ylﬁa
.

ﬁtthﬁﬂ His {nthi"rtcﬁﬁ:hih‘lt long
L or
t{nmx ds and forests near

Lhe dl}

use'gh Carson, the fuﬂ:e‘p
noted teacher and botanis n thosa
rambles with his son—fniure Atiurney
General of Penpsylvania—tha uther
m\ﬂd point’ out the wondery of

Mr. Carson has told me that hm-
father could see something of interest
in_every tu? leaf, flower o1
weed.. o, h'a added, “T  sup-
-h_e 'wi‘:hed- to teach me the im-

x’&ml how well that bright boy leara-|
qd his Iessons!  As an observer of men|

and things and as a deducer of inter-
‘esting conclugions from what he seds,
ik{mﬂa men who excels Hampton
L, Carson.

%Bint did _you know !l:“Im k:s annet‘?l
A . perhaps ¥ aw
Wlm-tcm aspn. financier, ol'r?upw

mi!tar and phﬂnnthmpht and yet he,

100, was 4 poet,

T ¢ v @

R. CARBON goes (o Atlantie
Clig. as do multitudes of others
habit formed in boyhood of
nemg all sides of all m(my ennbles
‘bim to see things at this most famous
Ameﬁm umrL awhich the berd aver-

m “Impressions of Atlun-
&B&ty 1';“ ull of coior, fnel:x, dreamns,
(é‘n.man the different races,
saw ou the Boardwhalk:
Ou every hand, upon the stra
I aaa a ranlx%—eo ored band; s
" nations of ihe earth are there
m dark-skinned races to the fair;
".L‘u;:isim Algerines nnd Kurds,
. Greeks ' and wandering

t9 and . Japanese,

d. Portugess, |

iy and Swedes, Hindoos and
sh md( Du{xﬂ: u.mi Argentines,

the: Putmga .
e 8 d
Indian or a Chinamnn Y uaw#,_

aile i) o lenl

J10
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enes - Along"hE

The picture in the upper left shows rubblsh and twigs flonting in three to four feet of weter gbove the :?aitmounl
the scene at the same place =& isw days ago. Both were taken at high tide. Rubbish and coal dust have MI
is o sewer st Norristown pouring s fountain of fllth into the water from which comes 40 per cent. of Philadelphia’s
arpa of 150 feet, mear hmnmmt Dam. They were killed by polsons in the ‘water.

" - carrled Into the stream from which ozl
Beautiful Schuylkill Turned | St slisni U0 s

Across the river and a short distance
I Sh . ! . S bell?r. att'!gieq‘:‘on. 52 g?p;:l 1?21 For
nto a Shimmering SeWer v S "unews” Wi

' flowed into the Schuylkill,
y Many contestants in  swimming!

{ All One Must Do to Get ‘Philadelphia Cocktail’ Mixed | Bt tney were forced to avit. e

of Factory Acid, Offal and Dead Animal Stench A Foul Dump.
3 ! On the same side of the river end
Is Turn on the Faucet. not, far above is one Of the largest and
foulest dumpa on the entlre river: 1t
o th waste mmsqu- 4

~ Once upon a time the Schuylkill was r_mm the rear. They were bullt to give
i of the most heantm i

T




taken June 8, 1828, Alongside is
the two boys, Below, on the left,
aammormmmnudwm.nm

m;w:;termtobemm
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‘tiful in the Schuyikill river, and
which still disport in the upper
reaches of “the Hidden River,” may
among “the finny tribe,” be consid-
ered natives, although they are de-
cendunts of the ycliow variety that
swarmed up the stream before’ the
erection of the dams erected bv the
(Behuylkill Navigation Company
around about 1825. Whether thosze
caught last year measured 24 inches
In length were of that breed I can-
not say, having neither seen them
or hud them described, but it is
mors likely that they were either
the blue eatfish of Lake Brie or the
spotted catfish of the West, which
1 understand were planted in the
|Petkiomen a feéw yours ago by the
Montgomery County Figh and game
Association, [
Concerning shad and catfish in
the Schuylkill and {tg larger tribu-
taries, like the Derkiomen, there is
o pitiftul story of the complets de-
struction of w valuable, not to say
an exceedingly large fishery indus-
try, by the e¢rectien of dams and
the pollution of the waters in the
¢ily of Philadelphia. Prior to 1825
the number of catfish in the Schuyl-
Kill River was #lmost unbelsveabls.
Accordlng to old records more than
3000 catfish were often taken by
one mafi with « dip net in a single
nighl. Thirty to 50 pounds taken
with a single hook and line in a
morning  was deelared to be not un-
usuial. The eatfish in tha Sehuyl-
kill were famous all over the coun-
(try and it was the fish that gave
Philadelphia its widespread repu-
Aution for calfish and waffes. >
| In those early days the Schuyl-
Kill viver ranked next to the Dela-
ware for its abundanee of shad. In
spring hoy swarmed the entive
length of the river and all its
larger tributaries. Shore fisheries
“dotied both sides of the stream, the
Barby Creck, the Perkiomen and
the Tulpehocken, One large one
wias at Manayunk and anather
nearly as large at the mouth of the
Perkiomen and in these fishories it
was not unusual to take more than
A hundred shad at a single haul
William Penn, in a letter, mention-
ed that 3000 weretaken onone oo
easion from the Schuvlkill with one
sweep of the selne. 8o abundant were
the shad that the inhabitants not
only along the hanks, butl for some
miles back on each side. had no Hf-
Ificulty in catching for themselves
enough to  furnish their families

With them until the next aanual
return.
The very first Pennsylvania leg-

Islation for the profection of fish
was for the bonellt of ihe shad in
the Schuylkill river #nd its tribu-
taries und this legisiation led fo
what was valled the shad war and
& “naval battle” on that river nesr
the mouth of the Perklomen. The
uproar was brought about by an
act passed in 1
“Fishing Dams,
L across the

154" for
4 ars

mPress Apr.a§ 119

Ciittfish, which used to he so plen-

| offered Five pound

land another of Lhe 8'd men called

~ | Reported & severnl of the CMothes
| turmed w drift on sald River,!

il River

provisions of elther of these dacts,
and in consequence a force of men
who navigated the river In large
canoes transporting. grain and other
supplies took matters in their own
hands and backed by a Constable
of Amily township named William
Richards with a warrant started
on the rviver with a fleet of boats
to destroy the weirs, dams und
other obstructlons. A desperate
fight followed in which clubs and
oara ended in a defeal of the navy,
Constable Richards made a report
under oath of the battle of which
the following is nn excecdingly in-
teresting extract:

“About the number of two hun-
dred then came down on both sides
of the said river and were very
Rude and Abusive & Threatened
this Depon't & his Company, that
the s'd Depow't expecting from the
Il Language and threats given that
some migchlel or a Quarrel would
Ensue, he took hls staff {n his hand
& his warrant & commander the
§'d men In the King's Name to Keep
the Peace & told them that he
came there in a peaccably Manner
& According to Law to Move the
Racks & Obstruction in the River
upon which some of the said Men
Dam'd the Laws & Lawmakers &
Cursed this Deponent and his
Assistants. That one James Starr
knocked this Deponent in the River
with & large Clubb or Stake, after
which several of the Men Atinek'd
this Teponent & Company with
lar Clubbs & Knocked the s'd Ttoh-
L EXt Smith, the Clonstable, ag also
several of thls Deponent Assistainis:
that ong John Waenright, in com-
pany with thls Depanent  was
Struck down with a Pole or Stalt
& lay as Dead with his body on the
Shoar & hls feet in the River, That
this Deponent & Company, finding
that they woere not able to miake
Resistence, were Oblized to tmake
the best of thelr Way in order to
save thelr Lives.

“As they came near Parkyoomun
Creek they found another set of
Racks, which werg guarded by a
‘great Number of Men, that this
Depon't & Company Refused  the
#d Men to let them go down the
River & if they would Suffer them
to pags, they would not Meddle with
their RacKks, upon which the &d
Men absu'd & Cursed this Depon't
In & very Cross Manner, telling the
s'd Depon't & hiz Company that
iey should not pass by them. That
one of the 8'd Men called aloud &
for Timethy
Miller’s head, the #'d Timothy be-
ing one of the Depon't's assistants,

out to the s'd Timolhy to make
bhaste away, And afterward tht s'd
Men pursued this Depon't & com-
pany, who for fear of being Mur-
thered made the best of their way
with their Cunoes to the mouth of
the Parkyooman Creek &
ent ashore & left thefr Canows
there avith gevéral Clotha, whieh
Canoes ure sineg Split in Pleces (s

Etiastolt bosttt of ARA A

there &

formed of the figure of a o
and that the design of a
iren can be seen in the wi
to commemorate the old  fishing
village of Fort St. David's, which
was once locatell at what is;gw
Bast ¥alls, '
Ponlsoit's.  Advertiser, an
Philadelphia newspaper,
Janusry, 28, 1820, has thid to sy
ccncerning Manayunk, the Schuyl-
kill River's famed mill town:
"MANAYUNK—This thriving
manufacturing village 1is situated
on the Schuylkill Canal in Phila~
delphia county; five miles from tﬁﬁ
city. The water power here is vory
great and is contributing te  the
wealth of the industrious and en-
terprising individuals who make
bge of it Nearly two miles above
the village, and in sight from the
Tlat Hock Bridege a dam is erceted
acress the Schuylkill, which flows
the water back a conkiderable disg-
tance, and conducts it by the panal
through the viilage on a high bank.
Between the canal and the bed of
the Schuylkill is the location of
several superior manufactoring es-
tablishments which, for excellent
machinery and the quality of the
Lioods made, wili probably vie with
any in the State, perhups in the
Union. Every convenience s af-
forded by the canal for the receipt
of the raw material and the refmo-
val of the manufactured fabric, 'rhe}
fall of the water and the hum of |
fhe spindles and spools is music to
the ears of the friend of the hest
Interests of hizs country. Herg new
Luildings are rising, the streets are
improving, the veoad from Flat|
Rock improving the road from Flat
Rock Bridge to the Ridge turnpike
will be McAdamized, new mills ad
tactories are progressing (owdrds
completion, industry meets . due

reward and a banking institution is

oxperted to alford facilities for the |
extension of business. The fallows
fng 18 o list of the eatablishments
in Manayini 4 , i
Richard KU “and Cols, cotton |
factory. - Tt eniploys 115 hands,
ivist it Bélonging to  Smielke
and Gorgas—5 hands. |
Mr. Rowland's mill for sranding
and polishing saws—9 hands.

C. Hagner's mill fop grinding
drugs, carding and spinning wool,
ete—20 hands.

Mr, Darvach’s mill for making
wool for hats—55 hands.

Mr.  Rising’s ¢otton ‘mill—76
hands. ]

Mr. Brooke's woolen mill—[2
hands. i

My, MeDowell's paper and cotton
mill—43 hands, 3

Borie, Laguerenng and Keating's
cotfon mill—215 hands, !
Wagner and Brother's eotton il |
100 hangs."
8o when wou wander down
banks of the murky old
think of these past
old stream,

to the |
Seliny el
gloriey ut; the

#
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Conshohocken Recorder Aprib 39,0929

n J. Buck, In his histery ¢
county published in
‘After Upper and Low- |

narsh is the most populous
D in the county. In 1800 4&J
tion was 1085; in 1830, 1924;
2408, and In 1870, 3151, TM-J
bles n 1741, 89; 1528, 879; in 1858,
o und In 1876; 786, The real e8|
i taxable purposes was val-
at $1,458,684, und eloeven public
contained 713 geholars. In
876, leonses wore insued tod
en  slores, including one
e, une stove and one hoot
id shoe store, besides seven el
ers in flour and feed, and one um-
r and Lwo coal yards. The town-
phlp in 1858 contained ten inns,
m stores, six grist mills;, three
acos, two marble guarries, one
iper mill, and one auger faclory.
n 1785, five taverns, five grist miils,
wee papor mills, two tanneries and
jo Slaves.” ]
'*A_ccor-.ling to  present statistics,
ftemarsn  holds _ third place
imong the townships in the county,
£ population s growing steadily
nd indications are the decennial
tmlus. to be taken next year, will.
oW o suflicient number of inhab- 7
ants to advance the township au- |
matically to first class siatus, y
Fin 1920 the population of Lower
erlon was 88,866; Upper Merion;
W05; Upper Providence, 8,057, and
Whitemarsh 8,438,

"Aecmﬂing‘ to Thomas Hoelme's
adp of the original surveys, Major
.sfspm Farmar owned all the land

the present township south of

# Skippack or Church road. North B

[thig tract all the land in its lim-

| was owned by Jolm Green and

muel Rolls. The township line

d, leading from the Schuylkill

Conshohocken and runhluﬁ the |

ole lengih of Whitemarsh, also is

priginal highway and is so ‘mark-
c'on the aforesaid map” Mr. Buck
sl

The Farmar family, the earliest
¥ 'nnd most extensive buyers of land
in the township, arrived here in
(1685, The purchase of Jasper Farm-
ar's tract included 5000 acres for
which he received a patent from.
William 'enn, duted Januaiy 81,
1683, From Colonial records it
Wwas learned that he had n number
of gervants living on (His tract, and
that Joim Scull was his overseer
several months before his arcival,
[ On o petition  of  Nicholag Scull,
Lather of the surveyvor general, a
I‘ wd was ordered to be luld out iy

e Council, May 19, 1689, tha
pumose of hauling 1im_'________.1n the

Shonldeveh Eim
ordh Show Trade anﬂ

'm and Upper Pwﬂd«ma;l i
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le Batmg-—Early Rw{

gr':-

Ins ta the upner part of G&man-
town. This is heliwad w'lﬁ t

C_h tnnt Hill, It also was u.acer-
tuined from thisn  that tho | “hed
of the present ‘Germantawn and

Perkiomen turnpike  from Ply-r

mouth. Meeting  proviously had
[been opened. Trom tho records of

iith Meeting we learn that
before 1703 Jolin Rhoads, Abraham
Davis and  David Wl:liama had
sottied in this township near that
vicinity. 7
Bdward Farmar at the death of hik
father became the owner of about!
three-fourths of his purchase, set-
Hing near the present commnunity,
Wl}i_temarah He- early aequired a
knowledge of the Indian language,
and on several occasions acted as
interpreter for the government, His
Setilement in 1708, if not  earlier,
was known as “Farmar's Town."
and several vears before this he
brobably had erected a grist-mill on
the Wissahickon, which is known to
have had an extended reputation in
1722, Commissioned one  of thé
Justices of the Philadelphia county
ecourts, in 1704, he continued to hold
the position for nearly lorty yesdprs.
In uddition to presenting the lot on
Which St. Thomns Hpiscopul chureh,
Bethlehpm pike, was built he toolk
ctive purt in lig aroction,

wAlected to the assembly in 1710,
he served in  that capacity for
twelve  years. From the Penn-
Physick manuscripts it was learned
that he fornished lime and flour

from here to Thomas and Richayd
Penn in the eity at various times
frem 1735 to the period of his death, |
decurring Novembep 3, 1745, aged|
12 years. Interment was at the St
Thomas cemetery, where a4 stone iy
erecied to his memory.

The village of  Whiltemarsh iz

iments in the towns ship.

_Whitefield in his Journal, {)!iﬂl’l‘\‘{'ll,l

| o'clock for Whitemarsh, twelve
I miles from Philadelphia. Tlad near
4t horses in company before we

| Whitemarsh for Lhirteen townships.

probably one of the oldest settle-
Before the |

iseopal church was built in 1710
a. grisi-mill Had been built by Bd-
ward Farmar. The Rev. Geor ge

*set out April 18th, 1740, abhout 9

reached the place and presched to
upwards of 2000 people. Lewis
Fians, drawing o map in 1749, de-
noted the place ag situated at the
forks of the road leading to Bethle-
hem and Bkippack. From 1785 to
1787 Lthe elections wore helg In

| The Morris mill was operated in the,

\'elers of the tuwnsialpm ;
(marsh, Springficld, C.'heltem
ington, Moreland, Upj
Horsham, Gwynedd, 3
Towamencen, Halfield, Lower Bal
{ord and Franconia were required Lo
bold election in the tavern of Gi |
Ikkhm't In the present \«Vhitema.rsh.'

By un increase of the number of
districts In 1707, the townships vot~.
ing ut Whitemarsh were reduced to
Whitemarsh, Spring field, Upper
|Duhﬁn and Horsham., The distelet
|In October, 1802, polled 176 voles:
tn 1883 the townshlps of White-
marsh, Upper Dublin and Spring-
ﬂ’qid atill voted here, the house baing
kdpt by Jacob W. Haines. Spring-

I continued voting here until
'1847, when elections of that town-
ship were urdered held at Flourtown
by an act of asserbly passed April

{18, 1853,

| By a decrve of the court, White-

marsh township was divided inte

two districts, eastern and westoern,

July 2, 1875, Then elections Swere.

ordered held at Barren HIll, Tho

yoting place for Whitemarsh wus
designaled as the Clifton House at

Sandy Run, below Fort Washington,

[ About forty vears augo the (hird

flstrict in the township was ere-

nted; Barren Tl was desig 'nate_d_
the middle; Whitewmarsh, east, and

Spring Mill, west.

| large guantities of iron ove were
obtained in Whitemarsh fop some
time, In Gabriel Thomas' "Acccmnt
of D'ennsylvania,” published st Lon-
don in 1698, mention is made u{_l
tha discovery of ore in thesrovings
several years previous, but Lhe ln-v
eality is nol specified) Neay
Prefnt Bdge n:}f‘-vﬂ’f'm
ton township mines were known tni
exist in 1725,

Before 1the navigation of th _“
Schuylkill river in 1828, considi
able ore was shipped o New York..‘
In 1327 Spring Mill contained seve
enty-five per cent. of pure fron, A
royaity of fifty cents per ton was
paid on the ground and when de-
livered in the city the charge wus
§4.50,

Henry 8. Hitner, in 1858, attained
to a depth of ninety-five feet per-
pendicular, using a steam pump te
remove water. This mine was he-
Heved loeated at Marble Hall, Great
quantities were mined in Barren.

|IT!H Harmanville, Marble Hull, Cald.
| Point and Larmuatervilie,

In the census  of 1870 1t w
shown nineteeni mines were }aremgn
operated in the county, The ntmis
ber of men ampmyeq was given
237; tons produged, 53, 119,
valuition, 3 -

Al




ot m&rhle quarrieg In 1858 the
Hitner guarry at Marble Hidll meds-
Im‘e& 242 feet in depth,

| ’I‘he Hrite quarty Wi r.‘;pcm-li Ty
Jfaze 1800 and fifty-eight years Iﬂ.‘tf*r
it was 176 feet deep. Other gquars
|vies were those of Dager and Lents
and Potts'. Various colors of lime,
different in quality, were produced
of white, blue and clonded, the
first named was the most valuable.
The marble used in the erection ol |
| Girard cnllege was ahtuined frt‘.i‘}ilj

t?;&_ Hendergon and Hitner guarry.

In!1870 the census Sshowed five,
gt le guarries were locuted in
r omarsll and Upper Merion,|

!!ureml! had the larger producs

1686 lime way burned in White-

&l and twelve years later at

mouth Meeting, Whitemars‘h
ef.i lime valued at $61,458,

ing to the census of 1840, '1‘1119

; w,a's increased in 1840

mmi in ﬁua new

Many more interesting stories
appear. In the event residents
Barren Hill,
FPoint, Harmanville, Miguon, Plym-
|outh Meeting, and Bprmg Mill have
not arranged to have & Recorder
‘served regularly at their humes it
{wliil be advisable to notify carriers at

Cedar Heights.- Cold

Cusho hecken Recorder
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" SEVEN Commmrm:s

'Fourth  Article, e, Appearing
I Tells of Growih

Today,

| With a comprehensive sketch of the
development of Whitemarsh and
Elmth townships and & brief out-
ﬁﬂa ' present growth, “Seven Com-
t‘iesq" -an_ historic sketch, hegan
WMag, April 9, in the Conshohocl-
der., The fourth arficle, de-
» early oceupations and firsg
tions, appears in today's paper.
~In the second article the origin of
the name Barren Hill was discussed
and records revealing the name as
aﬂginﬂl were presented. That the
| German Reformed church was organ-
ma here before St. Peter's Lutheran
ghureh was farmed in 1752 to 1782,

Lot the original “one hoss shays” also
ammd
L} week the number of pusiness
schools, sport centers, re-
denominations, etc., received
attention. The first 1mprovem::nt in
‘the community wes described and
the names of the early settlers and
early ineldents occurring in the town-
ship, mcludlng the story of Indians
‘preferring charges against agents of
founders and then falling fo ap-
pe " ihe hearing cven ihough
the defendants wouldn't have been
p‘rmm ‘because the messenger car-
rying & warrani was lost in the woods
belween here and Philadelphia, were
&m 1 oab length.
'y of the founding of the
L tist chubeh and its
s marking its sev-

t forth and a movement to!
tlie name of Barren Hill was
. A feature wrifeup of one.

anniversary also appeared

ronce, and there is a carrier in each
*pne of the communitles.

¥

German Re formed Church
Es_'_ta'blzshed inDaysof Penn

- Congregation Organized Jun

e 4, 1710—Services Held for

« Years Previously—Classis Validates Acts
of Lay Preacher

RBefare T, TTenry Melchoir Muh-
lenhere brganized St. Peter’s Taa-
theran c¢hurch. Barren Hill, a Ger-
nan: Refmmpd congreg*atlan EX-
jetad in Whitemarsh for nearly a
century.

Although the group was active
]rmp.' hefore the Lulherans banded
ogether in 1752, no statistics are

"g.wajlu.hle tn indicate the strength

of the congregation., If one will

‘ascertain where the home of "Wil-

Jiam Dewees was loeatd in White-

Aharsh township, the lgeation of the

mcetmg place of the Reformed
fmembets will be establisked for in

e Dewees home church sgeryices
lwere held for many years.

L Statistical tables of the denom
fition were not publiqhnd; in th
minutes of the Synod wuntil 1‘Blﬁ
unil these are imperlect.

Members of the group began to
lemigrate to Pennsylvania soon after
the province was conflrmed to Wil-
liam Pénn under the Great Seal,
Mare 4, 1681,

In the province were 15,000 Ger-
mans ard the Pennsylvania Re-
formid church laid claim to one-
hulf of the whele number, according
to a report made by the Synod of
Houth I—Iol'iand, at Breda, in July,
1730, When the emigrants came to
AT_‘[IPI‘].{"-L ‘they brought hymn bools
and various other books with tham
and algo pious school masters.

The first knowledge of the con-
eregation having existed in ithe
community was found in the recor ‘tlg |
of the Rev. Paulus Vah Wiekq, pag-
tor at Neshaminy and Germantown.

While!' there are wuriations in
tradition as to where the group
piet, it is believed the Dewees home
was loeated where 8St. Peter’s
church now stands. And thia adds
woizht to the contention that Bar-
ren Hill received its pame as  the
result of having this particular s00-
Hon designated  ag a convenient

i meeting place.

June 4, 1710 Paulus Van Viecg

visited and organized the congrega- |
finn.

December 25 in the same
vear he ordaingd Dvert DeHaven, of'
Whitpain; Tsaac Dilbeck, Jr., iag"
olders. d William Dewees and
Ian Aw , depcons, :
.Mri her:e Sept&mh&ﬂ' zm
-

L

the Rev. George Michael Weiss
found John hilip Boehm preaching
without license and without ordina-
tion and that Boehm had boen ser-
ving a8 preacher ainee 1720, A
petition to the classis of Amsterdam
at New York in July, 1728, resulted
in having his acts declared just and
valid and in his subsequent ordina~
tion November 23, 1729. Tle gerved
until hig death in April, 17449,
After the death of the Rev. Mr.

Boehm, the Rev. Michagl Schhtter
the first mlcﬂionary sent to this
country by the Synod of Holland,

assumed charge of the pastorate,
On lﬁm’f» sLomday,
g

Apr}l 12, 1'?62

vige haly communion was adminia-
tered at the union sehool, a short
distance from the place of religious
worshin,

Neatness in dressing was one k‘if
the (characteristics. of the early
settlers, Short gowns and aprons
were permitted at every service.

When the Rev. Bchlalter preached
at the church, he proceeded up the
isle toward the pulpit in a hurried

manner, One Sunday, without
warning, he stopped Huddpnly as he
walked foward the' pulpit, and,

without saying a word, seized one
of the clean aprons to wipe dust
from his glasses.

The Schlatter family is Inferred
in the Barren Hill eemetery. Har-
| baugh, in the *Annals of the Rev,
Michael Behlatter,” wrofe, “Mrs:
Schiatter lies buried at Barren Hill
church; but—my pen falters!—
without @ stone to mavk the grave®

The congregation did not build an
_ed-iﬂc:e. Records mzunla.med by the

{]h‘%o fuisy pio, &m%wg

s'nmq::
«PITUD 181§, ‘1smonoag Baney
lotos ‘snzoya maﬁureu- =




FoEE A ULATES G VARLEIILE Uil THOne T
origingl were bpresented. That the
Gernnan Reformed chiurch was organ-

forth and o movement to
g the name of Berren Hill was
describe A feature writeup of one
of Lhe original “one hoss shaye” also
appeared.

Last week the number of business
pléoes, schools, Sport centers, re-
lgious denominations, ete., received
attontion. The first improvement in
the eommunity was described and
the names of the early setflers and
early incldetits oceurring in the town-
ship, including the story of Indians
preferring charges against agents of
the founders and then fuiling to ap-
‘pear for the hearing even though
the defendunts wouldn't have been
prosent beeausc the messenger car-
Pying B warrant was lost in the woods
belwsen here and Philadelpnis, were
glven at length.
 The story of the founding of the
Cold Polnt Baptist church and its

i enniversary also sppeared

fzedl here before St. Peter's Lutheran
was formed in 1762 to 1762

of services marking Its sev-

ENTIRTATE IO PEMMEYIVANTA So0n arter
the provines was confirmed to Wil-
tiam Pénn under the Great Seal,
March 4, 1681

In the province were 15000 Ger-
manz and the Pannsylvania. Re-
formcd thurch laid clalm to one-
half of the whole numher, according
to a report made by the Bynod of
Soth Holland, at Breda, in July,
1730. When the emigrants came 10
Amarica they brought hymn Linoks
and various other books with them
and alse pious school mAasters.

Phe first knowledge of the eon-
gregation Having existed in ithe
community was found n the yrepords |
of Lhe Rev. Paulus Vin Wekq, ' pas-
{or at Neshaminy and Clermantown, |

while! there are veriations 1n|
tendition as ta where the aroun |
met, it iy helieved the Dewees hame
was loented  where B TPeter's
chireh pow stinds. And this adds
sveight to the contention that Tars
ven FHIL recoived ifs name @f the
rosilt of having this particular sec-
fion designatel as a convenient
meeting place,

June 4, 1710, Panlus Van Viecq
visited and organized the congregd-
tion. Drecember 25 In the samé
vesr he ordained Evert DeHaven, of
Whitpain: Isaac Dilbeck, Jr., fog
alders, a Willlam Dewecs and!

worship,

Neatness in dressing waz ane of
the characteristics of the early
sgottlers. Short gowns and aprons
were permitted at every servies,

When the Rev. Schiatter preached
at the chureh, he proceseded up the
isle toward the pulpit in & hurried
tanner, One Sunday,; without
warning, he stopped suddenly as he
walked toward the pulplt, and,
without suving a word, seized one
of the clean aprons fo wipe dust
from hiz glasses.

The Schlatter family i8 interred
in the Burren Hill emetery, Ilar-
baugh, in the “Annals of the Rev.
Michuel Schlatter,” wrnte, “Mis,
Sehlatier liex buried at Barren Il
whurch: but—my- pen - faltors!—
without # stone to mark the grave’

Phe congrecation did not bHuild an
edifice. Records maintiined by the
church officers were burned. From
Jother sources it has been learned
the congregation sought te uanife
with the Germantown Reformed
memhers, _ ; |

Ty the meantime the Skippack
congregation « shanded and the
[Whitemaypsh group grew wenker.
Atter the death of Mr. Dewees, who
served as an officer for thirty-four
v mbers At
Pastor Boehm wenf ta the Falkner,
| 8wamp, Providence and Whitepain
| pongregations. £
| Thus passed the first church in.
Barven Hill it |

1t is peeuliav to note that records
of the vhurch were not discovered
in Whitemarsh, but moere  than
4,000 miles away at the Reformed

: 1 of the Netherlands,
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Schuylkill River Islands
Once Bore Strange Names

We recenlly ran meross a refer-
enve to the islunds of the Sehuyl-
Kill river, which was written some
eight years hefore we were bornm,
‘and as we found it informative, we
are going to pass along to those of
ooy readers who take an interest in
such things.

League Island, which is situated |
i the Delaware viver and stretehes
eastward from the mouth of the
Behuylkill Is Infd down upon Peter
[Lindestrom’s map of 1654 In  gize
meatly as large ns it s at present
but bus no name assigned to it on
the Swedish cartagraphers draw-
ing. Phis island wus granied in

1689, to the London Company,
wiich ten years afterward con-
veyed it to Thomas Fairman, It

was simply culled In that deed an
islgnd, hut in the desd of 1671 it|
wdg ecalled League Island, sup-

were built there during the late
confiicf with Germany, On  Lin-
destrom's map he labeled it Koyser
Island, or Isle des Empersures. 1L
lies at the end. of Timicom Island,
opposite  Andrew  Boonas Creelr,
and enst of the mouth of DBow
Creel. It was hotight by Hrnest
(‘m'\‘ﬁ of the Indlun pmgriewr, in
1680, %

nted In the Delawdre, in frent of
@ poertion of the old State Islund,
and between Tlog lsland and  the
mauth of the Schuylkill, appears
on the early Swede's map, without
A name.  In January 1762, after
war was declared between Englund
and  Spain, the Assembly of
Pennsylvanin made an appropria-
of five thousand pounds for the
eroction of a fort on Mud Tskand,

(poaedly. beennse 1L contained about
ene league ol land.

Long Island s in the Schuylkill!
loppesite Bweot  Brior Mansion, o
fag most present-day  readers  will
|know it, below Columbia  avenue)
hridge, ol (he western side of the,
|slream

Munusonick Island, as it was
known of old, is at the south end
.C"f that part of the city, belween
/ithe Delaware and _Bchuy!kﬂ’[.
frenting on the Schuyvlkill and ex-
|tending ns far os the west point of
| League [Isiand, hounded by the
Sohuvlkill, the Buck O.,hm;);kal and
Hn!iﬂmﬂ&f’ﬂ Creek.

Tog Istand, which is tne of the
muany Islandy whieh serve fn hxﬁa'
the mouth of the Schuyllkill Hiver, g
in the Delawute and was orlginally
catled by (he Tndiuns, “Quistconet;!
a fact which Mrs. Woodraw Wil-
“on unsidered when sﬁa nmmeﬂ
cne

Lo e mounted with twenty cannon,
The fortification was ealled  Mud
Fort, and it ronuiined one of the
dofenses of the Delaware at the
'hreaking out of the Ltevohition. It
was defended in 1777 by Liewtenant
Clalonel Samuel Smith, Major Sim-
eon Thaver and other commanders
pigainst the Writish feets, and bat-
teries orected at the mouth of the
Schuylkill, from September 27th
to Noweniber 10th. Two hundred
and forty-three gons wore brought
ta hear asainst the work:. which
wis defended at the time when the
garrisan war the strongest by not

| more than three hundred men. The

bombapdment  was  temrifie;  twa
hundied and (fty men  were killed
and wonnged., The palisades, bloclk
honges, patapets and other works

disabled by the enemy's attack.
Major Thayer set fire to the bar-
wich | vacks and ruing, and with fifty men
F'!E.{ely crossed the Delaware to Red
Bunk, on the night of Novembor
16th. The fort wus afterward re-
built and named after Genernl
Thomas Miffilin, officer of the]
Revolution who afterward hecame
the lrst governor of Pennsylvanti

uniler the  Constitution. Mifllin

Jived fon may years af the Palls of

Eohuylkill, .
Musk-Ttal  fsland was in the

FHehuvlkill near the eastern ghope,
conmosite Sedgeley Point.

Peter’s Island. which is familior
tn lnvﬂu of hoat vaces stifl Torens

|
Mud Island, Which s alsy nitu- 0

Governor Lovelace in 1671 Lo

_Ibrnnch

the Behuyliill,

‘the bend and

were knocked down and the guns|

the SohuviEdl into tiyo courses just
‘aboyve ‘he  Columbia avenus
heldge. It recolved its nams from |

the Peters: family, who dived  at

Belmont,

Hayamensing, in the Sohy;
near the mouth of the river,
between Mulberrykill and 8
mensingkill, and was granted

Peterson. It contained three
dred geres, It Is north of 8
kI fsland, and  bounded by
Schuylkill, Mingquas Creelc M
::f B(mm:s or

Idﬂ

Yolkum and Chambery N
Trom o margh on the west sld
Just above I
Harnakill or Creek, which ran
the Schuylkill on the west &de
north  of Penr
Forry, Tt is now n purt of
main land. =l

There was in Manayunk an  old|
island, in the rear ‘ef the Mﬂ
street properties which face CirwtE
streel. an i=land which wus used by
shad flshermen in the days bﬂ!_ i
the ailding of the cannl drove
members of the finy tribe to find J
newer and more avatlable spowning
Eround, 7 e
The ﬂr!‘n:ylkill Nmrmmim on

Wwhich s hounded by the c;mnl
the Behuylkil,

Sp much for the islands of
Schuylkill, In 2 Jater tale W )
try to tell you of some of ﬂm
time ferries.
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. Howes Humphreys Writes
- of Location of Farly In.

| dustry and Home by Wm.

Caused Mill to be

Tn Montgomery county one of the

r

is the mammoth spring at Spring
L. When first gettlers came hero,
they soon learned that the supply
‘of water never failed, even in the
| dryest wouther, Nor did the tem-
perature vary greatly. .
A petltion presetited to the Court
of Quavter sesslons In 1715 Tequest-
51 dng that a road be opened from
| ynedd through Plymouth Meot-

Ing to the Behnylkill river at Spring

fall & writeup appesring May 7 in
Recorder on the

‘the Conshohocken order on t
ot oy of Wil
Gordon Emythe, historian, contri
ted an article in lag

Mill set forth: “Actess to the mil
‘at Spring Mill is desivable because
(the mill is operated by water flow-
| Ing from a spring which neither thie
(drought of summer nor - winter's
 frosts hinders from supplving the
- neighburhiood when all op mest of
the other mills ave dormant”™
_ Philadelphia s sald to be consid
ering Wifether to obtain water from
| the Ferklomen, Long ago Renis
[ Frﬁztf?;u.- alter luspeeting the b=
bl springs,” supgested that 4
eity oblain its water supply &
| Peter Legeaux, who staried
of the firut commercial ente _
In this state, lived at the palatiod
hame which is now ownea hy the
Spring  Mill Fire Company on
North lane. Decembor 31, 1819, he
Fecorded tha following in his diary:
“Dry and cold. So dry  that
: ) g;aat many springs and all wells in
e ; : = this neighborhood (except my own)
directly opposite the present |[Were dry, and the people twers
nantown avenue entrance to Mount obliged to come here to Spring Mill
J Academy, . i from six; seven and ten miles every
side (day for water provision.” ﬂ
Among the many storfes handed
|down by people of the
[the peeulisrities of the unde
slreams s this: About u centur
ago the owner of o farm attempte
to fill up a well on his property,
‘Although he omptied into it tons
of earth and stone, its depth aps
|, Women of the household dectded
o see what they could do about It
(They rensoned togother that it was
‘house cleaning 2, they needis
© convenlent place in which to
‘throw thelr vefuse and the well was
Just the plice, '
| They proceeded to toss larpe
fluantities of refuse Into: the old
Wwell, wecording to the story, And
one day several old matiresses wers
dropped mto the opening, .
. Investigation the next day deyel-
oped the refuse, including the mat-|

| E«Bﬂy Settlers Discov: wvered Spring Unaffe ._ fected by wem r.
: Located in Spring Mill

most interested watural curlesities |

| out intg the river.

Conshohecken Reconder

1

(trésses, hag gone. And where? .
Tater, when those of the house.
hold were talking with other resi-|
dents, thoy learned the straw ¥
found in virtually every spring &
a distance of two miles, That
sulved the problem about the s
‘Appenrance of the earth, stone ani
refuse and rovealed thy extent of
the underground How of Watemi o
A half eentury ago, when Charles
Heber Clirk, writing amusing stor-
des under the pen name of *Max
Adeler, he wove several tales thout
the underground streams of White-
marsl  One af the stories concern-
ed the unsuecessful attempts {4
bury & man. Hvery time the coffin
Wwis Interred In  the cemetery it
maniged to travel semehow into
one of the suliterrancan creaka mﬁIJ

The water bubbles up over 1 toy=|
rtory of about half an acre. Sinee
1890 1t hius heen condin ser-
des of pools. The principal

makes it useful in the manufact
of paper, o
. The temperature of the v
{usually is fifty-one degrees. !
flow of the water from the _
I8 estimaled 1o smount o 4,5
gallons a day. All of it I8 |
taken to the paper mill ﬂ-ﬁﬂ' ;
gverfloy, forming a  good -
Uatrenn, continues 1500 feet to
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Iy JOHN M. SICKINGER

In my early boyliood days when

e Schuvikill river wius free of

Hith, when the water wus eclear as

:&r'yaln.l coming direct from the

|bitin  =prings  up throush the

. there were all descriptions

fish to be caught. 1 don't believe

ny one will disegree with me when

iq 8 that Sun fish which are cous-

Hi'u to the Teisg, was as gume as
.@.qy lavge fish,

' Tho hest Balt 1 over discoyered |
fne sun fish was gmall  hoptoads,
The sun fsh would nest in  elear)

giind on the edge of the river grass
or celery us it is gome times cilled,
and a8 soon as the angler east oyer
lifg honk balted with & hop tmm s
eotk or flogter would rlisﬂppaar he-
netth (he surface Hke a sybmarine.
With n guiek arm movement tho
Tishierman would often land a Ysun-
nle” as Inige as the palm of yoir
Jand, blg wall-eyeds, if 1 mmcm'hm
the mame correctly.
Opposite Flat Rock

'P‘}!Wﬂ in

whitt was called “the Duck Fﬁ!ﬂq" :

whcre the water wont t‘umhlaﬁ
Lover lnrge rocks, was the haunt
bass, both black und striped, Here
they would rise to i@ \szn. fly or
vhelgamite.

We kids ook great delizght. when |
the viver was very low, swimming
about "the Duck Palls,” recovering
dlpsies, ar sinkers, which would ba-
come fust 6n  the rocky butlom.
One dlfternoon several of us reoty-
ered two hundred and ten sinkers,
1l lead and made In different
ghapes, We, piver hounds, —never
Jucked for dipsles ot any {line. !

Night-fishing, with o stroteh line,
Pwsis another  fverite  spork. We
woull Ly g heavy covd or clothes
ling to press on each banl then slin
knot o shopr line and hook baited
with & minnow ahout every. five feet

apart. Wy’ Wgnil @ boat for the pur-
poge and 1 recall the name of one
lnl! the hoats, “The Rosroe’ Eyery
| hour we would go over the line, re-
move the fish and rebait the hobls.

COmr reward would be a wa.qhmb
.]llllml‘ with eels and “estties*

had o ready market for the “cat-
tes” back along the Wissahickon
roek, where the menu at the foid- |
lhouses was catfish and wafiles. The
lgndlords would give a bonps price
when they were delivered alive, be-
pause they could then place them
in thelr private ponds at the rear
‘of the hotels, Catflsh had te be
within reseh at all hours, hocgise
that was the main dish along “the
Creele,” hence the private ponds. |

The ecls woe canght ware cul ap
in lengths, flve inches long
silted down in fin old lard firk
to he tsed for snapper bait. Sna

ol

hut one would have to n,«id {lie af
y‘nnm it it getting: q.'ﬂ p‘a,t
s tin __'Flr'ai we'wa_u_t

We

pev fishing waa another night sport;

paint of ‘a pendil, so0 they couldl he
rammed down two feet in the bank.
Along the pond or river heavy fish-
ing Tine or mason ling - would be
tleg within six Inchesof the Lop of
the saplings and a4 heavy sea  hook
wis phiced, baited with a pisee of
salted eel. The line would bo
thrown overboard to await resuits,’
To while away the thme, @ enrd
game would Lhe played by lantern
ltzht, After a few heuis wo went
over our lines gnd gathered in the |

harvest. Big snapherg  ang  dia-
mand ek tevraping they  ere. too,

We eut the lines close to
tha _ncﬂ@a and  beidled  the  snap~
pers with the same  line by |
running it through thﬂli'
mouth, drawing thelr heads inm|

their shells and tying the line tight,
under their tails, When o spnapper

finds himgell hovked, he goes for
the mud hottom and burles himself
i the soft mud und the lines Led

kizh in the air on the saplings pre-

venta them from going to tha mud
bottom.

Wheneyer a favmer bogan to Iniss

‘his ducks, or geese! It was a sure
‘ibhfsig that his luke, pond. dam or

‘eresk was infested . with snappers
and “our erowd” would he invited
to fish his water hole ont. Trans-
portation in an old hay rick, with
breakfast at the old farm  house
threwn in for good mcusum. never |
failed in Induce us,

Spring ang dutumn Wis the time
for Sucker fishing. This dpecies
mquircu yvery cold water to make

themn edible, Following a freshet,
when the river wonld start to rise,
ind bocome  muddy, the suckerds
"’s‘truck otit for the small strdaims of
sp;ing water that empty Into the
me Phe suckers galheved in
acl.wula at the joining of the elear
and muddy waters and oconld e
caught by tublfulls, Gernmdn  carp
wete chught. and wero salenble to
Jewish familles, if sold alive.  Corn
l;mai is used us bait for ey, The
Seliuylkill River al Lhe pregent time
fias no edible fish of any kKlnd on
acceunt of the pallution.

Press 1/i16[11%0
WASTE FLAVORS
SCHUYLKILL PUNCH'

.

I:
| The promised imptovenmt In the
im of water in certaln sections of
the ecity began to be noticenble on
Tuesday.

The: uimgreeable taste, according to

! ‘Water Bureau pfficials, was caused

by waste produets of a Conchohocken

coke plaut getting into the Bchuxlkﬂl.
Jast Priday,
TResidents

I.

l
|
! The musty archives of the old Ridgz-

Pluly Record 2[1[50

* LETTER SHEDS LIGHT
(N AUDUBON S EATH

Ridgway Library Yields Docu-
ment Giving Details of
La.st_ lllness. . °

-

way Liprary in Philadelphia have yleld-
ed atlother treasure.
The “find" is & leétter which wﬂi

probably throw meore light upon ﬁht]
inter iife of the famous artist-nat

Ist, Jobn James Audubon, his last iu.-
ness ‘and d%ﬂ: than any other docus
ment. written fo Pr. 8, G. Mor-
ton.: whn in 1861, was a moted Ph!lan
delphia physicign and pr,esidcpl; n)‘.
Philadelphia,  Academy of

Sclefices. L.

The 'letter was written by Atdubons
gon, Vietor, and saluted Dr. Morton as
one of Audubon's oldest and staunchs
est friends. It 1s dated Februsry a
1851, from New York, where the
lived and compl nis eelmuu
| works, notably the “Birds of America"
whluh prought him international re-
nown' abd ial independence.

[ The lgtter reads; :
41 ¥now you bave seen the vari-
ous notices 'of the death of my
great and good  father. 1 teel jt
due to vou, however, from your
friendship to him and Us, o write
you some parhlcu!arn not in the
PErs.
"'l'hu ﬁr:e d&ttack hﬂ had m
apparently & slight apoplectic.
was followed ‘by & partial paralysis,
Favér supervened, snd on Sundsy
erystpﬁlas in the head had progress-
thit he was in great palp.
Wl‘ ‘l:md but lttle hope, but until
half past 2 o'clock on Mond:y,
decided change occurred. -~ Hooh
after that hour he began fo sink
rapldly, and his face was some-
| what contracted. . Before he dled
he.apened his eyes, which had been
aimost closed for some time, and

‘wave my mother, John and my-
self a wistiul and clear look—turn- |
ing his head ‘slightly ‘to gaze on
u s was hils farewell glange
upon those he loved so well. He
expired nh quarter past 10 o'clook
without a struggie of a groan, and
my mother closed his eyes. SHe
bore up very well, and we are now
all mare quiet and composed, You
will, 1 kpow, sympathize with us.
Give my tespects to Mrs, Morton,
and believe me .
‘“Yours, dear gir, truly,

(Sigaod) “¥. G- AUDUBONS"




| me wore o nortares @p or |
Hed . Bwelt ‘alone, wfar

| ana Spvtng fs ar ayns.
Por.h&;:s; some day, the timg ﬁﬂi} :
When we will learq the same as

Predicting as a knack.
_mh ]ﬁ:. our Schuylkill Valley

. |
a;_fhm____ pills, |

But while Marmota:
25 wouther Drephet
sway,
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Canal Was
L Once Busy
Thoroughfare
’I.a] ‘te- Nﬂmm Local Men

Found Employment
on Boats

114 YEARS OLD

b #eigiith;a'dep Craft
. Seen No More in |
o Manayunk

By JOHN M. SICKINGER
The tarii th

fing on the
Was the greatest of any to the kid
‘who could not resist the temptation
o hitch on behind the rudder o!
B canal boat us it passed through
Meanayunk. Ancther way of board-

Ing 2 moving boat was to hang by |
on the bottom rail of.

the bands
one of the

CFOss

numerous mill bridges, |

£ A0F- & ride up or down

me lo and Dan O'Leary,
Jr., Terrace below Cresson street.
Was the other. O'Leary, well up i
Years now, is still stationed at the

. When Mike Dowd, of Cresson
street and Shurs lane, lef the

vacant, O'Leary became his
ceessor.  Ben Enarr, ol 4332 Main
Street was a boat bullder by trade
and had a small marine establish.
%iﬂgnt-_!@;ons the canal, in the rear of
. In days every mill along the

canal used boats for transparting
£oal, wood, lime, etc. A veteran

%aiamn who owned a fleet, which
alled out of the port of Manayunk,
. S Joseph Hendren, who lived on

m Wfsnmned in honor of his
wite. |

" Other boats from this port were
e “Martin and William Nixon,”
“Dove,” and the “Sarah Ann”

& avenue, above Gorgas lane.
He was skip on his own boat,
call the "'?I:sephine Hendren,”

__The “William Rambo" was a four

mast wind jammer, from Bridee-
port, and was used in the trans-

iportation of lime only., As soon as |

‘“the Ramio,” reached tide water
dls sails were set and it bécame g
[Coastwise mchooner, but while in

| Wright,

Are,

~ The &l comes “once in g
dife time,” recalls the days of boat. |'
Sehuylkill Canal, which

the ecanal, and drop oriJ

g !
i 1In the early 80's Joe Philips, who

| & skilled pilot to

lived on l!.‘xekie:lﬂtereet‘ Humphr ;

Baliff, 4154 e street; Jaeck
Blackburn, River road, West side:
Jim Caviston, Egst and Terracr
streets; John Cline, 134 Mechani
Street; Bill Gilsenin, Allison
Apple streets; Jack Levins, Cresso
lane; Denny Milley,
Penn and Cresson streets;  Chrig
Reamshart, 132 Gadar street; Sam,
Tickrer, Dupent strect: Jaek Will-,
over 6 Lock strect: Bill Wolfinzton
Cresson and. Dawson streetls; Grif?
Yarnall, Pechin street; Jack Woli-
ineton, 158 Ceder street, and Georgy
4606 Washington street
who held & Heense as g seq, boat-
man, which today means he was a

canal was dug t g}
Manayunk in 1816. It was necessar
to huild seventy-one locks in ibs
length of 168 miles, to overcome a
drop of 618 feet, from Tamaquy
o Fairmount. Other locks nearby
are located ap Conshohacken, and
Bridgeport. The boats were drawi by
mules and il was nothing for a smal}
Loy to walk twenty-five to fifty miles
driving the “jacks™ alang the Jtow
path before some one wonid reliays
nim. When approaching a lock the
pllot, or deck hand, would blow on
anoldhnrnorbugletowa;fnﬂfie‘_
Jock-tender of the boats arrival,
and if another vessel was in Lhe
lock chamber, the pilot of the
approaching boat would have 0]
keep his eraft out in mig stream
to permit the other boat to haye
free use of the channel. It Look

0 handie a boat
when in mid ciceam) on account of
the swift coqre it, which fell ovey
the nearby cam:;, , i

Every lock heuse was built near
a4 dam breact aid the mule driver
did “some tall swearing” gt his
' Jacks” to aet the boat back ints

the channcl after the other one
passed, i I

The! only steamn craft  seen  in|
those days were the tugs “Catfish'
and “Schuylill,” which were used.
Tor dredging the chunnel Floats)
with  clani-she'l buekots, were
lowered into the water and brought
up full of black slimy mud which
was dumned into scows arnd a8 5001
as they were loaded the tues would
hiaul them out into the river and
drop ‘the load fur out from the
t2annel 4

A coal-iaden boat had a draft of

en feet and if the chanuel was pot
depth the beat

~kent_ar i, proper ¢

would stick in the mud gnd jer!
the mules down on their ha !
and some Limes overboard. :
Beating on thé canal is
history, The cardl is now one hun-
dred and fourteen years old
Ior the past twenty vears no boats
bave been seen in the channel, but
pleasure craft. which are. scatiered

long the canal along the cntire

sit between the Delaware river:
Norristown, the vessel was a'

route (o the coal regions,




Men and Things

Former Btudent Under Dr. Joseph

| Teidy Pays His Tribute to the

| Noted Zoologist and His Con-
tributions to Natural Science

C'I‘I‘Y Hall Plaza long since ceased

to be an ideal spot for Philadel-
phia'y Hall of Fame, and tal'id:ra‘
m,: been from time to time sugges-
loms that the statuary memorial of
Some of the distinguished gons ‘of
Pennaylvania or others whom Phila-
delphia sought to honor might fing
better location than on the generally!
!bammed and dirty and gometimes
| Betually unkempt streteh of pavement
| which surrounds the City Building. |
| Operations fncidental to the recons)
[struction of the Market Strect subway
junder City Hall have necessitated the
removal of the statue of Dr, Joseph|
r:_[‘eidy whith hag stpod near ths wests
ern portal, and the ocopsion hag besn
taken for its resefting on Logan Cirele,
facing the hall of the Academy of |
Natural Sefences, which in every way
will be a mare worthy location, i
Dr. J. Percy Moore, corresponding
secretary of the Academy and profes
sor of Zoology at the University of
Pennsylvania, who was a student un-
der Dr. Leldy, contributes in fhis con-
nection a story of this great Philadel-
phia naturalist, revealing the person
atiributes of & scholar snd a student
:}Lnuonngrt gmbe something more than
. > X :
o, 0 this and succeeding gemers|

ons. % -
‘He early discovered In the Schuyl-]
kill river and its affluents and des-
crived a fauna and flora the richness
and Interest of which has found an
equal nowhere else in this couniry but'
which unfortunstely has

Rare Values been aimost totally des-
Of Schuylkill troyed through subse-
Now Bulned quent pollution of these

waters, His monograph
‘on the fresh-water Rhizopods is a
masterplece of sclentific observation
and artlstic beauty. His "Fauna and
Flora Within Living Animals" was
# revelation of an unsuspected world
of new life within the digestive tracts
‘nf inseots mnd eentipedes. His early
discovery of the Trichina of the pig
was the basie factor in the discovery
|of . method of control of the dreadful
paragitle digesse Trichinosis of man.
In his many papers on vertebrate
fossils lay the foundation for what has
beeome the most astounding and fas-
cinating development of American
zaology. To a skeptical world he dem-
anstrated the former presence in
abundance in North America of such
0Old World types ss camels, horses,
rhinoceroses and many others, :
such new mammalian types as Oreo-

dons and Uintatheres, of eaqually re-
markahle extinct fishes and repiiles,
including the great Hadrosayrus of
New dJersey, the reconstruction of
whose skeleton was the first sucpesaful
‘attempt of the kind to be made m j
couniry and which still occupies &
prominent. place in the public musgum
_gt the Academy. ¥,
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Pencoyd Was
- A Thriving

Community

Old  Village A.long River
Road Once Seene of
Great Activity |

HAD MANY HOMES,

Colored Church-folk  Held
Buptisms in Schuvlkill’s
Iey Waters
By JOHN M. SICKINGER
' River Road, in West Manayunk,
from Robert’s Rolling Mill to the
Green Lane Bridge, had quite &
hamlet of its own some forty years

it was ecompeosed of dwelling
houses of men who worked in Pen-|
coyd and had a village school
nouse, @ general stors, where the
employees of the rolling mills ob-
tdined provisions and had their
bills deducted ‘from their pay envel-
opes, and two churches, one which
‘was a branch of the Mt, Zion M. k.
Church, of Manayunk. The Super-
intendent of the Sunday School was
e T g

wy was James Ca 5 treasur-
er, John R. Bradshaw; lbrarian,
Solomon Bteinruck, and eleven

‘met in the old Pencoyd school
building, on River road, south of
the Mule Bridge.

Another cax?esa&ion which met
in a private house on River road
wat the Pencoyd African Baptist
Church.

The Pencoyd Iron Works were at
this time bringing many negroes up
from the South to work in the roll-
s mills and very naturally the
membership of the Baptist church
lgained rapidly,

In those days the river wouid
freeze over and remain in  that
condition for many weeks of the
‘winter and this was the thme eaciy
year that the converts “in the Navy
'branch of the Lor®s Army" would
be baptised - pa
pious maq,.wi_thq?mble_und_er his
arm and an axe In Hand, his long
frock tail coat ‘blowing to the
winds, would

fce and chop a hole of considerable
size. The parson would then jump
\into the cold icy water and offer
up a prayer and then call the con-

. The parson, & fall|!

out-on the thick |

verts by name, reaching up #s he’

[Jane Jackson, I's¢ now ba) tnee
in the name of dee Lord, Amen!"
Fl‘_l!e remainder of the flock would
‘then sing a hymn. -

I don’t know whether it was the
feoia, loy Favey Water, or dotne sin
was imbedded so deep I her soul
‘that it hurt so much when it was
peing washed away, bul dny now
Sister Jeekson would yell like a
son-of-o-gun, o the delight of five
|oF Bix t id white men, women
and children who lned the old
Mule Bridge and both iiazew shoves
of the Schuylkill River,
“Those ‘were the days, when hot
m were. unknown. A hustling
‘man today seiling hol dogs 1?.;
a o

erowd like that wowd make
une. , S
i pround the high ¢lff, ihat IS
known as West Laurel THY, was an
open road that ram from  tael
fichuylkill River to State Road,
known as Levering Mill Road, but
commonly calied Clegg's Lane, after
! Wetey MOn wihich stood
beneath a frame trestle that carried
the Pennsylvania railroad across
the aven gorge. The railrodd Yas
since filled in the hidlow, burying
the mill and dwelling houses under
wns of earth. ' .

Anofher woolen mill stood om
River rosd and was known &5
Campbell’s Mill. Then came rows|
jof dwellings familiar as Higgins
|8W-" “Gﬂmm m‘tl 'm m'
occupied by the families of river-
men iron and textile workers; and
pitractive, unaftached homesteads
jof the Maxwell’s; Barrett's, Reeds’,
Hofliuuans, aad iast of all the home
‘of the late O. A , known
as 'River View," which is the only|
building standing of that once busy
settlement, b

When Pencoyd was taken over by
the American Bridge Company, the
new company needed more ground
to use for stock and storage pur-
poses. House affer house became|
fil it owned everything but the Ru.
dolph ate. Instead of a  busy

wrecking crew ; :
houses, the Lubin Moving Picture
Company staged a fake rebellion
-;a.id IB,;%I with bombs and explos-
ans. " THhe bomibsy I explos

picture mdmmml ec
‘about the end of .
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Tells Story of
- Great Dam at
'~ Flat Roeck

Many Lives Have Been Lost
By Boats Going Over

Falls
STRONG CURRENT
Fishermen THas Pecul}ar

Experience When He
Faﬂg to Sleep

| By JOHN M. SIOKINGER

When & person tells e that they | 3¢

'falls 6vér Flat Rock Dam, I know
the answer will be “four quarts,®
'lmt when inquiring how many per-
song have lost their lives in going
over Flat Rock, then 1 can give
them a more detafled answér. Rec-
ords show the number.

| IE it were not for records this|
world would be & nation of dumb-
bells. Away back in the 70's, when
there were no scandal tabloids, to
‘play up fake stories like the -presem;
agd, only to contradict themselves
in the next edition, records werei

| know “to & pallon” how much water{

reliable,
The archives of 1870 show that
on June 13th, two brothers wers |
drowned at the dangerous. dam.
Earnest, aged 10 and Alfred, aged
11 years, of & family named thi‘t-
On September 13th, a4 row-
bowt éontaining two men and two
womien was swept over “Flat Rock,"
Carver and Mrs, Minnfe|
Tufm’ were drowned and the other
\%ﬁ @ saved. TIn 1901, on Mem-
arml ¥, a boat confaining &ix|
‘glrls and two men wenlt over the
falls. One man was rescued and
seven were drowned, |
In 1803 a man ol Polish descent,
' who lived on old “Harrison street,”
now called .St. David’s street, had
pectiliar experfence, If memm'v
serves me right his name :
“Stanie’” Wolwiskey. He almost Inst
his life while fishing at night, Dur-
‘ing a nap, while lying flat in the cen-

Iworth.

iter of a row boat, his anchor rope |

‘parted, leaving his boat drift over
the falls. Day break found him
stif asleep in his boat below the
‘Falls. of Schuylkill by park pelice.

‘swim up over the water fall into

‘on 8 straight line instead of having

Tquer now mﬁd mﬁe mule. was |
still in the bottém of his ‘boat. |
But Stanie never eould explain the |
mmhorsom over Flat Rock
Dam and living afterward.

K is strange how death comes to
meny peérson when swept over the
falls. T have sat on the abutment
of the dam breast and watched
schools of suckers and other fish

the upper river. Peérhaps the old
dam {tself was responsible. It Was
partly destroyed during a freshet
and when it was rebullt it was
made fo reach from shore Lo shore

a box-bredk in the center. The old
‘construction tended to create @
stronger current for the water fell
over five places at the same time
Today the dam bremst- iq dry;
facy EVETY SUmmey
sticking up high a.m ﬁﬁvé %ﬂg‘#
eavy rains may fall and cause fhe
river to overflow Iiis banks, buf a
few days later the old dam will be
seen hish and dry again.

%”
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There's a little stone house, on

il Iitfle greén larne, I
il And a little old gnaried dogw :
W tree,

i That mad-s aut its arms toward’
| the stone ho

il A8 & mother to child—lovingly. |

|| There's a half-hidden

[l near g moss-covered rock,

| Where water, coal, sparkling a

glear, :
wh

Is oblained by the thirsty,
pass by
A{) And furhishs cups of real chieer

sprm

+ the. place

[ "I‘Iaeré’s a 1itlle worn door, to th
Ml quiet 1ittte House,
f &nagﬂa st-ewmz-stene ormnblm

That is gfawad with passing o
f young, restless feef.
Theezhmemmdi&sndgone on-
Il their wav.

1l
i There's a faint little psth, that"1
¥l is Rolly-hocked rimmed, f
| That leads from the old dog-|
wood's shade, i
i | Toam where the children,
1! once swung back and forth.
And a lad k'ept his tryst with a
maid, 'iF
‘There is magic which draws to
thie litide stone house, 1
| From afar, wherever they roam, r
\The hearts of the women, the

world-wearied memn, 1'
Wlm_ have knuwn it and ltwed lt-

_ﬁ}"__

MICHAUL DRAMIS
Of 131 Jones street, West Manay-
nk. who nas been rmrrhed ina tree;
m Belmont aveiue, sines 10 a4, m.

wturday, July iath, Some spectat-
s suy he 'ld a “pench', while others
nurmur “ruckoo”, but our thought
s that his determination and endur-
anee are werlhy of commient,

Sl Alpfy i

In Tree-Top

Michael Dram’s, of West
Manayunk. Ias Been in
Air 278 Tours, up Until
Press  Time.—Intends 10
Break all Existing Recorde,

West, Manayunk has fits own
Tarzan, who is still up jo his tree-
top pereh at Belmont avenue and
Jefferson street,

On Saturday, July 10ih, at 10: A,
M., Michael Dramis, 131 Jones street,
ulimbed into the *jolhinnie-smoker™
tree with his black and white mas-
cot kitten in an endeavor to brealk )
ul records.

The police departments in dl.tfer-I
ent sections have ordered all free
sliters to vacate their I
Gamden, which was the birth ph-l‘.‘e
of the fad, saw its champion ceqn'
down after making the record of:
20. hours. Dramis, in an inter-
view with a Press reporter claims
he will stay up until Labor !Jay to,
make a record of 1200 hours. “The
first week,” says Dramis, “was my
hardest until 1 received @ copy of
the Suburban Press; then I knew
T had missed but !ltt.le since:[ began
tu sib for the recc ¥ 1}

crew s doing ything
me comfortable. -‘5;1;11 Iy v
muaiml eomxts \tfn.
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JUST A NUD H,
T0 BARNACLE BILL

Rollicking Tar, on Exploration
Trip, Decides He Never Saw a
Stream So Dirty

EVEN BLOWS DUST IN EYE AND |
ONE LITTLE DRINK FLOORS HIM

BY CY PETERMAN
“Who's that summ%g on the shore?
Who's that guy without an oar?

Whao's that kooeking on our door?'
-Asked the boat club member,

It's me, yo-ho, ‘since you gottz know,'*
Cried Barnacle Bill, 1 Sallor,

“And T'm uot too slow for Boathouse Row,
Sang Barnacls Bill, the Halior.

Yglgn me up in the Brhuylkill Nayee,
Varsity eight, the soulla or Jay-ves,

ITwill tickie ma ﬁm to sail on gravy,'
Sang Barnnols Bill, the Saflor.

“What do you mean, gravy?' we
demanded of the rollicking tar, as he
ba'rfad along the river drive.

“Just wot I says,'” he replied. “The
Schuylkill’'s not a river, It's a lot of
'bug juice, Many's the time I've seen
dirty water—back in China, India, |
:Ka.mchatka. and the Wind'ard Islands
—but blow me down this stuff sticks |
|and won’t stir!"

“It can't be that bad or it wouldn't
'go over the dam,” we argued, more to
hear the old fellow's reaction than to
defend the grimy river,

“*Say mate,”” he challenged. *“Tell
you what, We'll just take a bit of ‘1

cruise up and down this hog wallow
and TI'll show wou. Do they have
boats in these parts or do they shove
off in snow shoes?”

We procured a boat, manned by
Tommy Alkens, of the Bachelors|
Barge Club, and one of the young
cexswains, Tommy Quinn, 861 N, 21st
st,, who tied a canoe behind the good
ghip “Gale,” and off we set. Up for-
ward wsas Barnacle Bill the Sailor
with his sounding line, an old tin can
filled with “eil," and astern sat Ne-
farious Newl, & cronie, while we fook |
notes on the voyage.

‘We saw Barnacle RBill rige up and
Inew He was to burst into song again.
We were right. He leaped an the poop
deck and, waving his arms in a frenzy,
bust forth:

“T've gzlled the pond ta Timbuetoo,'

| Crisd Bamacle Bl the Ballor.

“Tve ﬁ{:lulf]efﬂ, b'gosh, when the moon Was
feng Barnsele Bill, the Satlor,

F4T'vg seen tha waler ran red 'lvm} hlood,
Ive lived tl;tm;ﬁ drought. and I've lived
But I m&e{?hﬂjﬂn& thera could be so much
Sang Barnacle Bfl, the Ballor.

The old boy stirred, sampled the can
again, and Jifting hik head toward
the leafy banks, broke forth once
more: “J‘
“Garbage and gart of A

garters '%d g:ﬁ‘é:"

raacla B %
s olé ladiew’ auds,” |

Cried

!;pug_ ﬁsﬁ:ﬁgla Bgl. the @alior.

‘Sewage and duffle to make a swab shiver,
W y
RIS ety BT 0 Bers
Bang Bernacle Bill, the Baller.

Alkens ll;okgd up in a.n:az_ament.
i o g SR yebi
L Well ! 't 8 nathie o
hrﬁmmeuimnxnla Bﬁl took
a powerful swig from the oil can and
maodily prodded s catfish out of an|
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ARNACLE BILL'S CHART ;
FALLS BRIDGE : i
DEPTH OF WATER.
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Rocks, mud and more mud, enddangered the doughty sailor man on |
Lis vovage on the Schuylkill from Fairmount dam to the falls. Depth of |
the water varied from 4 inches across from the “Dog Box' above Peters |
.II.'.-Iam‘] to 24 feet 4 inches in the ceéntre of the satream opposita  the
vedgley Club and at the centre arg\h of the Pennsy Railroad bridge.

SCHUYLKILL RIVER
JUST A MUD HOLE
T0 BARNACLE BILL

{Continued frem the First Page)

the channel with which only old haads
like Aikens and other Boathouse Row
coaches are familiar, =
Ezz Crate to Starhoard
“We'll have to go slow past the
Hedgeley Club, 'cause it's filll of mud
flats along here,”” Aikens warned, cut-
ting down.the speed. - i
"There's the Girard av. bridge: the
Taler ia really quite deep along Hhix

Bili paid no heed. He was in a-deep
thought, prabably brewing up anothet
verse, we higured. Bven the sight of
twn old egg cvates, some banana peels
and a patch of yellow scnm made by
an oil deposit on the river, failed to

e mneared the .racing course mile:
mark, |

“Board me for a soggy scow, hut
I got a cinder in me eve!" he bel-
lowed, Sure enough, the coal soof,
screenings and other light materials |
fossed into the river upstate clung to
the Surface in a fine scum the like of
which is to be found only on coal
region streams. Many oarsmen, Alkens
told us, have been annoyed by get-
ting particles in their eyes, a feature |
that Mr. Ripley might well mention,
since the Schuylkill is perhaps the
only river . . .but we'll‘ repeat. Bar-
nacle Bill's version and you'll get the
idea. He removed the cinder and
shouted;

MLve suiled the seas since ‘n ll_‘."-lhrw;“
point,”  Aikens sald, But Barnacle| cred 8 }{lr

‘Harnacls Bill the Ballo |
“And 1 thought F}! sten all thers was ta|
Sang Barnacle BilJ the Saljor, |
“Byt shiver timby and et
pinie U N R e
] up dust,”
Bang . anle Bill the Sallor, .

Stagnant Odors Anmoying







TSLAND  HAS

In the Schuylkill River located
between Hose Glen and Miguon is
an isiand whieh for many years has
been the spot used by camipers and
swinming porties. No one nas ever
Guestioned the ownership of the
pl_m. regentbly, Aloert Lee, real cs-
tate assessor for Lower WMerion
township, was asked for Informa-
Hon coaeerning its owner. His peo-
Ply wis that 1t must beloag to the
Fitlacelphia ana Reading Railway
Company, because of the fact thay
bhe Schuylkill Navigation Company
Which conirols the river, was @ part
{of the Rendibg Company, |

Now it furns out that the rail-
Way company disclaling ownarshml
end the party who sought the fn-
formation traced back the records
and as far-as 1700 no record dan. be
(Tound cencerning the !slnn;:l.-‘&

e

o417y

NO OWNER |
Drought Lowers Stream Until

| Never before in the memaory of the
older residents of Manayunk has the
| Schuylkill been 85 low.
| Old-timers are sadly shaking their
| Heads and pointing to undeniable
signs of the unprecedented scareity of |
s watérs, ; ;
| As if to bear them out, several large |

Paul Jones Bridge of 1818
2 Reappears

corporations that rely upon the river's |

waters for thelr supply of power with | |&

which to turn their machinery have
shut down until the river rises.

First Firms to Suffer
- Among these concerns are the|
Charles McDowell Paper Company, on
the canal bank at the foot of Lever- |
ing street, Manayunk, which has been
manufacturing paper products on this |
site for the last century. The Kelly |
& Lampe Company, and the Joseph |
P, Adams Company, both large yarn
producers, were the others to suffer |
et the hands of Ol' Man Riyer. The |
plants shut down Thursday afternoon
and yesterday. _ :
- The Philadelphia Hydro Plant,

the canal bank at the foot of Dupont
street, was forced to send all its
employes home when the wafer be-
eame too low to turn the huge tur-
bines.

These companies use water power
to make their electricity and mneed
-ebout twelve feet in the canal, which
parallels the Schuylkill, to run their
'motors. At present the waters are
riear the eight-foot mark, leaving the '

paddlewheels high and dry, or cov-
ered insufficient water fo tumn
them.

- Another thing that polnts te s
shortage of water in the river'a flow)
is “Duck Island,” which normally liesi
in the middle of the stream at about
the center of Manayunk.

- “I've never seen the island 50/
large,” Willlam Morrow, 60, sald.|
*“Ordinarily it is only fifteen yards “’j
length, but now it stretches five city
blocks. It 4s 50 large now that the
boys are playing ball on it. That is |
out of the ordinary.” b3

Ed Carr, a retired Bureau of Water
watchiman nearing his seventy-first
birthday, pointed to old stone pilings'
showing out of the Schuylkill tut.yl
yards above the new Green Lane

& Jones Bridge Bobs Up :
“.“Look abt Jones Bridge,” he said,
¥Thet was bullt in the early part of '
the nineteenth century, about 1818,
1'd say, by Paul Jones, a descendant
of the John Paul Jones of American
nayal fame, !
. “T've never seen those pilings show
?Ik& that bel That means the

] o m‘ - ne ! :
. Normally under the sur-

they are several feet out 0f the

-

The Schuylkill at Manayunk, which
operated by power obtained from the
is pictured here near WWL&
tennial Rocks, most of J ;










 CHAS. THOM SﬂN

Historical Sketch of Secre-
tary of Continental Con-
gress, Who Was Bryn
Mawr’s Foremaost Citizen.

In hemor of the UNTIVErsRry
of the birth of Hon, Cha Thompson,
i, ppecial patriotic sewyice wns held in
the Lower Merion Baptist Church on
last Sunday morning, Lhe pastor, Rev.
(4, Murton Walker, I).:D, read the fol-
lowing historieal sketeh of the life of
the patriot of Colonial days:

Two centuries ago & lad wias born in
the North of Ireland, destined to be
one of the pioneer patriots of the Uni-

ted States of America, the¢ Hon
Churles Thompson, Becretary to the

Continental Congress and also the first

American to translate the Bible inte
English, Bereft of & mother's care in
his infancy, he lost his fafher wif the
Capes of Dolaware, whose dying pray-
er was for hig six children, nearing
their future Lome, *God (ake them
ap.” To add te their trooble the cap-
tain embezzled their money. The ehil-
dren had to be plit oot to service.
Photgh an orphau in a strange innd,
and penniless, Chuflés rose to honor
and renown as schulniaand #tatesman.
He was ambitious to # scholur, ra-
thep than a black , and ran away,
A lady overtaking him on the road, and
finding out his ambition. hel him to
an educition, and one of hig lirothers
stood by him finaneially. Oharles Thom-
son married Ituth Mather, a member
of a leading family in Chester, Pa,, and
by her had two children, who died in
infaney. He alse lost his wife. Mg
svcond helpmeet was Hannah Harri-
son, of Bryu Mawr, dagghter of Rich-
Harrizon, o wealthy slave-owner and a
Friend, whose plantation was known
ax Harriton, The second Mrs. Thom-
son. had no chilid, Charles Thomson
lived to the ripe ageof well nigh nine-
ty-five vears, and hig body was buried
in the Harviten family cemetery, later
'm ha removed to Laueel Hill, Philadel-

(glmrles Thomson was an eminent

&chnl:u As a4 ymth hp showed great

eagerness for knowledge. For instance,
he walked from New London, Chester
Contity, T, to Philadelphin, overnight,
Ih soeure a copy of the “Hpectator," re-
tufming in time for classes, and he walk+
o to Amboy to meel & fen captain who
Lknew the Greek Innguage. First a teach-
er in a country sehool, he later tanght
in what is now the University of Penn-
sylvania, anl later had ehir

tin Bchool of tha Willlam Penn

lu:nrter Schipol. The minntes of these

itutions show remw on of his
1%&11 Pennsylvania and Princeton Uni-
| versities Iwamwed upan him Doctor-
{ates of Law.
-cdwt’hélmen
a8 & range,
ology and natural hi ﬁ: ﬁnﬁ
ruted with ?‘ranklm. Jei
athers alang these lines, as smple m—
ords testify. Jefferson songht and re-
peived his co-operation in the well-
known treatise on Virginia
did Jefferson value his crltfcism
struetively, Thomson hns teft wﬂtﬁa
dealing with even :meh

Andis
tion and shrewd ing

-~ of tha

R

| ‘trategy,

so_ highly -

of tlm i |

nestion shows wide informg-
His rank m
050 ay he ju cd {from the fact
that he was Secretary of the American
Philosophical Society., But Biblical
scholarship was his speeial forte, Tlp
wrote nﬁym:pnis of the Four Evan-
golists,™ nf whieh Thomas Jefferson af-
firmed, “This work bears the stamp of
that accuraey which markg everything
from you, and will he useful to those
who, not taking things on frust, recur
for themselves to the fountain of pure
morals.'" Charles Thomson's crowning
work was the translation of the Rible
from Greek into English, which not
only marls him ouf as the first Ameri-
onn b0 do this monumental thing, but
on it own merits bhag ever been re-
garded by seholarg with admiration, all

‘the more so becauge it was_hy one

man, workiig along, in o hew country.
Provest Penniman, .of the University of
Pennsylvauia, an authority slong this
‘line, nitests its oxcellefied, The Amer-
ican Standard Versgion of the Bihle fol-
lows the trail blazed hy this patriot,
who wag also a schelar.

Charles Thomson was n successiul
buginess man. Evidently there wias not
enouzh finaneial indweement in teach-
ing, for he entersd into business as an
importer of dry goods, hats, ete., and
to this added an juterest In the Butsto
Purnsace, Fgg Harbor, N, J., as well ag
being a shareholder in the Pem:sylva—
nia Bank., ITe resided in a mansion at
Spruce and Fourth streets, Philadel-
phia. To public causes he was # gen-
erous benefactor, such as for street im-
provement in Philadelphia, and he put
up a bond of 815000 for the patriot
army. Out of gratitude to his brother,
who helped him, he gave him a farm.
This scholarly statesman suecesded in
husinoss,

Charles Thomson wag a great pa-
triot., Time and again the authorities
turned to him for help in dealing with
the Indians, and he did much to foster
friendly relationg, The natives named
him Wegh-wa-law-mo-ennd The min
who fells the truth, At a erisis Ted-
vuseung, on behall of the fribes repre-
sented, insisted that Charles Thomson

the satisfaction of all Some previcus
minutes were mnot satisfnctory to the
natives, When the desire for freedom
from the oppression of Rritnin began
to find expression Charles Thomson
became a leader of the Liberal Party,
and he was also a valued member of
the Committtee of Correspondence,
which played snch a necessary purt in
the organigation of the new movement,
Gombmmgi caution with progress,
Thomson helieved that time would heip
the patriot cause more than radieal ac+
tion, and so restrained the bolder spir-
its lest the Tories and those opposed
to war on religious grounds might tnite
adversely to the advent of freedom. He
even made sn extreme speech, at a
eritical meeting In Philadelphia, in or-
der that i more moderate motion might
prevail, with the support of some not
yot fully committed to the -canse, The
game caufion led him to favor the
T'enn constitntion rather than a new
ingtrument for this State. He was a
member of the Aswmh}_]y of Pennsylva-
nia, On the other hand, from the fime
of the Stamp Act onward he wns one
of the foremost spivits in the {‘hht for
freedom, Omna of the Massachusetis
patriots wrote back that Thome=on was
the ins leader for llbt'l't{x' He
wns politically minded enongh, too, in

and vigited the Germang in
the border counties, that he might
strengthen the canse. When the Con-
tinental Congrese met Charles Thom=
gon was immediately sent for to be<
come Eieeretarx, . thongh only just
ar¥iving in town ﬁaving been mar-

by -dn ey _ ':g%hli

)’Wﬂ, ﬁ"”‘ﬁ- }&4- “‘Q {’th’ 6 /y'{uﬁneoomramnd-

| Thoms::m wmqe%tha esm

keep the minutes, which was fdene to |

worthy of his
tor of Holy Writ, wlfi%%c

ers of the Nation, as can be seen ﬁm
their correspondence, e O
gional records were srplqndidly
with painstaking seeuracy, and
treagured by the Nation. He also
the secret journal of foreign
and had charge of correspondence w
represeuntatives abrond, as well as kesps
ing up 4 secret correspondence favor-
able to the eanse at home. One ae-
count points o Charles Thomson #8
the reader of the Declaration of Tuiq-
pesdence, and the records show
going to Mt, Vernon and uotifying
George Washington of his election to.
the P'reeitiency, returning with the new.
(‘hief Ixecutive. Congress pres: j
Charles Thonisom with an nrn as nn
expresgion of its appreciation and re-
gard, and George Waghington y 5
the sentiment of conlemporaries and
of postevity when hct wrote: “The m&-'
ent age does so much justice to the un-
sullied reputation wrtﬂ which you hm
always conducted yourself in the exeen-

tion of the tuties of your office; md:
posterity will find your name so hon-
orahly connected with the m:.iﬁcaﬁtm of
such s mulfitnde of astonigh iuﬁ Mcu.
that my single suffrage would add Kt

to the illustration of your merits.

I cannot withhold any just te.snm ’
in favor of so old, so faithful and ﬁr
able a Eubhc officer, which might tend

to sonle]:lmA mind hth&ﬂ“a:ldeu |
retirement ccept, then, BETIONS
declarntion, that vout services have
been [mportant as your patriotism was
distinguished; snd enjoy that best of
all rewards, ‘the consciousness of hav-

e

ling done your duty well,”

Charles Thomson was an eamg
Christinn. He was a member .
First Presbyterian Church of I%ﬂl-
delphia.,  Retiring to Harriton, Bryn
Mawr, he encodraged religious services
in the Meeting-house connected with
the estate, He was f
with the Bev. Horatio s(?ates oms, om'
ﬂrst Minmter pnd regularly
ed h his home, even EInlml too
t‘eebla to attem‘l’ church, sending his
negro aemnt mvita Dr, Jones to
tome, ba wag obumd
the M’mmtzr had ulw of the Thom-
sen dwelling..  Charles !l,‘h and
the nephew to- whom Mfs‘m
T
dona the

M ym and
ot ot e Moeetgdouse 430
Baptist Meeting-house Oharleh

e eorner-stone, and from tha
buried, Dr. Jones preac
al sermon. _The bean
memory which adnm this
presented by the_ late

5 of
Charles El‘hmnson ghowed
tianity in his life lmd wark. Itwtl»
a. common -
as if Clﬁ: ea Thomson

It_, He at one time found a
whieh ‘he knew of and
et the Governor of the Btate
y the list which he had

&, to make the

can bhe seen in
hlﬂ resolved, in spite
eua.uE never fo put my oﬂﬁal

o any nccount for the accuracy
which I could not vouch as a man
of hopor” Even in these days of de-
traction of the fathers the name
Charles Thomson has not been assail-
ed. Ho was, indeed, from the stand-
point of d:araeter as well ag scholar

P, Wi M
i twelye years of ig:.:d'mgtnﬁ
in testimony.

ey

*5‘5
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&

|
“His course hnd been _
On tlm;&‘ﬁsh places where the dn‘:f '||




en’dnﬁhz, ],1;. ety _- Tm in_a- Po’nhr [rhb Ad,w“iﬁl' Hli’ldmh 3 ans }
earning was profound, as is shown by ’ : 1 : . m o
B Trdhiod o fhe SS0ans” AL Way Strack by Peacobulness of Shady. and Closh Stasts. i

o'r?tt‘:; ‘W‘e“llc; ﬁeﬁc&?ﬁm e Ride U’ East Bank of Sclmylh'll to hﬂ.k ‘ ‘ﬁ
Particularly Enthralled Him i

.-l~r IS useful, entertaining and some- | enhance the exc

times instructive to see (hings | within, '
through the eyes of another. This . B
appliea to plices as well as persons,| “Now the houses of
and it is highly Intercsting to pleture |are as clean and neat i
jold Philadelphia as it appenrved to|tail of the exterior,
those Europeans who visited it for |ordered ‘and adm
jthe first time. 1In the early days|The mountings of
|every intelligent trayeler who came | are either of polished sily
'to thls country from abroad made it [ or brass, and kept as bright as
la point to come to Philadelphia. [can make them. The solid hall
There were many reasons for this,|in hot weather, is superseded |
and one of them waus thal it was|of green lattice-work, simllar 1
the chief city of the country and had | window-shutters, which an:
been its capital purpose of keeping out every

Amiong the distinguished visitors | sive stranger, exespt the

whe came here during 1833 was Ty- | bs 1
rone Power, the popular Irish actor. ||
Hin purpose was to fulfill & theatrical
engagement, but In the intervals
between his professional perform-
ances he managed to see & great
deal of the New World and later he
sat down his impressions in a series
of articles. Mr. Power came (o this
city from New York and was struck
by the peacefulness of “the shady

. and clean streets of Philadelphia.”

He declared that It was one of the | at
most attractive looking towns he had many of tl
ever beheld and he calls attention to | dWellings were three and four
the progress of improvement as evi-| high, they were the exception
denced by the fall of the hammer |than the rule. It is possible
and chisel. He speaks of the city | Power might have had in |
being confined to the space between | business establishments on M
the Delaware und the Schuylkill, and ggdwggl”c?&“édggﬂiw' ‘gh'
. L . s s n_:;t_steot the Q:trths;na{ally rij
“Touching Market street 1 ought | BFeater space in their lodgings th
to know somathing, since, on two oc- 1’3.:-;;”3;}.}?{;:"” ERois it S
casions, 1 got out of my bed to yisit ph : |
it at8our A, M. I am curious fn look- | . Where population incresses
ing upon these fteresting 'entrepots| 101 Tonts are {.‘;m"‘.ﬁ !{
yhence we cull the dainties of a well. | 54¥8 "and A R,
furnished larder, and a view over g : cosw t:'wn“ mﬁncl:. =
this was truly worth the pains; for | 9ent of laxation, as a dwelling ¢
in no place have 1 ever seen mere|S3me class in London.” :
ey ST the ook \ingwl TCY L Sk ot e e
‘most esteemed by this eating genera- nut and Wa Street th
‘Hon, nor could any market offer thém | e ""‘"hn‘“ v ﬁmth' =
‘to the amateur in form more tempt-| W88 m‘:"n : M “.M_ y
ing. Neatness and care were evi-|5Peaks in glowing terms of these |
‘dent in the perf_’al:;_.ﬂ arru.ngi_'e'ment of | houses. He was ;
the peultry. vegetables, fruit, butter, Fiiol,
‘ete.; and the display of well-fed beef, f“";;ﬂd :;*_ twlg
with the artist-like way in which it |11 the eh.,t" i S oy e i
‘was dressed, might have excited our [ #PProach ’ and were “not stuck i
ﬁiﬁ,’f"lm even in the Christmas Frpas g et m-!e 3 tht
: During the day he was In the habit | Chestnut because it was smaller and
of rambling about the city. And|had a P‘éﬂ“‘;:‘*’ on-a level with |
speaking of this he says: “One of | St#ge. He is qul P
the pleasantest vigits a man can pay P 05 R SO
Philadelphia on & hot day, ig to |2UGien
the water-works at Falrmount, on| &it¥
Schuylkill: the very name ig te- |
h th the meroury at 98 in
shade and, If there be a breeze |
Iyania, you wil
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Lower Merion Academy Was
Erected Over a Cen-

tury Ago
IN WEST MANAYUNK

Many Prominent People
Were Educated
There

| Much of the worthless Continen-
tal currency turned out during the
Revolutionary War was deéstroyed
by the Government on part of the
land now occupied by Lower Mer-
jon Academy, Cynwyd, one of the
famous landmarks in West Msana-
yunk, Lowser Merion Township.

The Academy was bullt in 1812 as
the result of a bequest by Jaceb
Jones, who left ten acres of his land
for the support.of a school at which
& certain number of pupils were to
be educated free of charge,

The building is on the rim of
Rock Hollow at the lower end of
which stood the paper mill of Lioyd
Jones, where the Government de-
stroved the Continental currency.
| The academy was conducted as a
'boarding school with day students,
the latter being admitted withnut
charge. The course taught was
classical and no sex discrimination
was made in accepting students.

The teacher was paid by t.he“

boarding pupils and was allowed to
oecupy the dwelling and grounds of

|lhe academy as recompense for in-|

structing the free scholars.

l Soon after the opening of the
school on this basis considerable
(riction developed between the paid
rand free students. Those who paid
tuition feli themselves superior to
‘those who received their education
gratis So bitter did the sguabble
{become that the first teacher, Josh-
ua Hoopes, a Friend, and
|wenl to West Chester, where he
conducted a Friends' sechool for
many years afterward.

The friends of the founder in
whose charge the administration of
the academy was left, considered
building a separate building for the
free students, but on second thought
1t was decided that, since the foun-
der had explicitly expressed the de-
sire that free students attend, it'
would bemaremkeeplngwlththe

? the bequest to eliminate!
th:e pa.i students. That was done
‘while Levering served as

hewher. ‘Besides his wark of in-|
tm:otton, Levering was a noted an-|
tiguarian

Amang the students at the acad-

emy who later attained prominence

|wsre Charles Naylor, Representative
Congress from Phi hia

|

1

‘at the old Academy. among others,

street, Roxborough, wite of 2 prom-
{inent florist, received her education

whoe now live in this section.

Today the old academy is used as
living quarters for the janitor of|
the new school, which is separated
from the s.eademy by an afhletic
field. Because of fthe wording of
the priginal beguest it is impossihle
1o nse the structure or grounds for
other than school purposes. The
broad porch, with its brick floor and
flagstone border and steps, and the
general exterlor of the structure,
with its heavy board shutters, re-
main  virtually in their original
state. The datestone on the gable
is hidden by a profusion of ivy that
covers the entire end of the build-
ing. Inside, partitions have heen
set up to increase the number of
TOOMS.

Sedrcke. Nusa 'ﬂ;

Old School

To be Sold
By Sheriff
'Eﬂucational_?nter on Righ-

ter's Ferry Road to be
Auctioned Off

SALE  NEXT TUESDAY

Membérs of Roberts Family
Reeeived Early Training
in Building

Those who were born and rafsed
in {he old village of Pencoyd, be-
fore the fron pldit octopussed its
way all oyer the surrounding land,
will recelve a gang when they lmar
that their childhood school-house,
on the west side of the Schuylkill,
apposite Manayunk, is to be placed
e the auction b]r.:vck

Many men, who afterward reach-
ed the helghts in the industrial
world. received their early educa-

‘tion in this old building, among

them being the younger sons of
Rokerts family, who became inter-

‘rationally famed in {he iron and
steel business.

The sad notlee which appeared in
newspapers recently, reads as fol- |

Tows: |

* “School building and Lot on the
Southwesterly side of  Rirhters
Ferry Road. Pensoyd, as herein-

after deseribed, will be sold at Pub-
die Sale,

TUHSDAY
APRIL 7. 1931
AT 12 O'CLOCK NOON
ON THE PREMISES
PDeseription of Prupeh:'by

--TWL osoren simi&&u

dn Tawer Mer

sisting of more than on :
ef Job dam:ibed a8 funm |

Beginning al # stake =at at the
fntersection of the middle line of
Monument Roasd and Righters
Ferry Road South 44 degrees, West|
100 feet to a =take at corner, thence
by other land of the said Georee W.|
and Johm M. Miller the™ rallowinzl
two covrrses and distances to wit;
South 25 dewrees. East 213 feet and
fifty-four one-hundredths of a foot
to a stake at a corner, and North
@7 desress 15 minuies. Fast 03 feet
and forty-three

Monument Raoad and thence along
the middle of ‘the said Monument
Road North 25 degrees, West 258
feet and five one-hundredths of &
foot the place of beginning, and

‘of the sald Righters Ferry Road.
‘gaid point of beginning beine ab a

fhe intersection of the center lines
‘nf Monument Road, thencs ex-~

one-hundredths
of a loot to a stake in the middle of |

begmnlng at a point in the middle |

distance of 100 feet Southwoest from '

tending along the center of Right-

|ers Ferry Road Scuth 44 degrees

11 minutes and 20 seconds, West

|54 fest-6 inches and three-fourths

‘of an inch to & point at a cover,
thence extending Southeasterly 143
feet 6% inches to & point in the line
of said land, and thence extending
North 25 degrees, West 153 fest 7
inches "
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Wasj Once a Great Industry

Grandparents of Present Generation Enjoyed Watching
Large Groups of Men Gathering Mother
Nature's Refrigerant

By JOHN M. SICKINGER

Don't laugh at me, girls, I'm
sensitive, but “believe it, or not”
this story is true, every word of it,
and if you doubt my word, ask your
Pop's Mom, or your ana Pop,
and I know they will back me up;
word for word,

Solentists claim that there are
but two lost aris: tempering copper
and embalming bodies so that they
will last for ages. But I go a little
bit farther then the sages, and say
that there Is another profession
which has gone into the discard,
as far as this section Is concerned,
and that Is cutting ice on the
Schuylkill river.

Many years ago, say about half
a century, grandma’s sweetheart
was aph to knoek on the door, in-
stead of sifting in a car outside
and honking a horn

which seems

to utter, “Thirtee five bucksl” nnm
‘a{ter enterlng would be more than
likely to say, “Put on your wristlets,
heavy woolen stockings, and well
‘bop into the sl and drive up
‘along the river and watch the men
cutting ice.”

That may be a laugh to you, but
it was real sport in those days.
deays no one ever sees a girl

wearing woolen hosiery—and the
‘men in those days didn't eithér—but
if one looks at a modern miss to
see what she is covering her lower
Hmbs, he has to blink his eyes
several times to be sure that there
is anything on them or not.

But, back in the late seventles,
things were different. The lovers
of that day, finally arrive at the
river front, me]ien Shszw{gont and
Miquon, where e grea houses
are Jocated.  They | drive to Mc-

y's Hotel, w‘hich was situated.
about midway between the two vil-
lages, the horse and sleigh are
“parked” in the barm at the rear
of the hostelry, and Romeo and
Juliet. enter the inn and pick a table
close to a window facing the river.

A roaring log fire is blaging in
the open gratethearth. Hot drinks
and food are ordered and while the
couple enjoy the feast, they watch

a vast arnmy of workmen, out on the

‘wide stream, measuring and cutting

square, and thirty feet high. The
ice that was cut on the river
weighed about one hundred and
fifty pounds. The company started
cutting operations when the lce was
about six inches thick, and some-
times it ran to eleven inches. The
houses were packed to the roof as
the “gigs” ran the cakes into the
hotises at ‘the rate. of forty per
minute. However, no matter what
precautions were taken—and T
suppose the same is true of the
manufactured product today—about
orie-third of the harvest melted
away.

The Schuylkill river, at BShaw-
mont, is some seven hundred feet
wide and jee was once cut on a
two mile stretch, About , four
hundred men were employed f{o
gather in the wintry work of
nature, The men were divided
into “gangs,” one crowd driving
mules, hooked fto scoops, that
cleared the snow and soff ice from
the surface of the river. Another
crew went along measuring the ice,
to be cut into blocks measuring
‘twenty-two inches in size, Yet an~
other group followed up, sawing out
the cakes which were poled by a
fourth company of men to the gig.
Inside the houses was still another
small army of laborers, who stacked
a_nd ‘sawdusted the cakes, for stor-

Thogse were industrions days along
the river, but the witmters have
apparently become milder; as the
years have passed, and the once
thriving business hag been abandon-
ed. The huge storage houses fell
into decay,and left to the elements.
Ome by one, they eventually sef
attacked by flames, through one
source or another, until nothing is
Ieft but the crumbling foundation
walls.

| The site of the old Enickerbocker
buildings is now occupied by a

colony of boat houses and summer

| In mem’ry of a sacrifice,

_—
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Forge;
And btisht-an up the heights;
the gorge;
Their wtsprea.d petals cafch the

of ?:k:lns Spring; where Wash-

. And colonists of patrict da

Trod wea thosgasamd w’:‘

Beside l.be Schuylkill; ﬂﬁnt
stream;

To wait fulﬂllment of their
dream,

The blossoms, white, now veined
with red,

Recall mase heram Jong since
Wha xtteaked ‘the snow with

&éa on their refredt.
bldom, to cast a

g
Around the hallowed hills; ard
S'I'DW

On _which we carmot place a

Oh, Glorlous Flowers we must
bless

Thedguty of your Springtime
For when yout loveliness is
~Eauh ;iledge of Nitional faith's
A C. C. |

| bungalows, The stone plers which
were utilized to fasten the sxssi
along the water's edge, may still
be seen, but the Hotel has dis-
appeared. but Grand Dad. and

Mother Nature's, refrigerant info7 Grand Ma are not likely to forget

cakes which are poled through a
narrow channel opened through the
frozen surfaee, to the “gig)" a ma~
chine like an elevator, that hoists
the cakes into the mammoth stor-
age houses which look like castles
along the riyer bank.

e R T S
wa uses and & a
acity of ity thousand tons.

|those old-time sleigh rides and
'Mccmys hospitality.
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T0 MARK BIRTHDAY

‘Fishing Company of State in
Schuylkil® Will Celebrate
200th Anniversary

FEASTS NOW ON STEAKS

Some fish - storles are whoppers.
Bul not the story of the Pishing

Company of the State in Schuylkill,
That's two cpnturies of authentic
Ponnsylvania history,

This ancient and honorgble com-
pany of fishermen—who no longer
fish—has created a Historical Com=
miltee, headed by J. Somers Smith,
to plan a fitting celebration of the
200th anniversary of the founding
of the organization. T{ was estab-
lished May 1, 1732, when George IT
ruled pver the American Colonies and .
when a 8-week-old baby boy by the
name of George Washington was
playing with hls toes in a cradle m
Virginia,

This Historical Committes, on the
basis of documentary, archelogical

and paleographic evidence, believesi |

that the Schuylkill Fishing Odmw
15 the oldest fishing club in the wor
Not only that, but in the whele planet
there {5 no other social club alive:
which has flourlshed without & break
for two long. centuries.

True, the Sublime Soclety of Besf-
steaks, of London, began its career
earlier, But it died out and was nob
reyived until 1735. So the Schuylkill
Tishing Company is its senior by
three years.

Only a year remains Lo prepare for
that momentous bicentennial celebra-
tion, John W. Geary, governor of
ine club, will summon the members
fo assemble ab their ancient castle
Triday, May 1, the 109th anniversary
of the founding of the fishing com-
pany. ‘That will be the firsé “fishing
day"—without any fishing — for the
thirteen “fishing days” which end
with the first Wednesday in October.

Moreover, i, will be the feast day
of the “Tlustrious Saint and Patron,
St. Tammany,” yearly celebrated by
the Schuylkill Fishing Compsny in
memory of the famous chiel of the
Lenni-Lenapes, who once held sway
in this reglon. Those thirteen fish-
ing days will give ample opportunity
to plan next year's bicentenary,

to distract the ecitizens' attention
{rom thoughtful consideration of the
preparations.

B VA e .--Jl'l—. i

pe
)

LETIGOD

Time was when fhe citizens M b

R

~—aaprar iy

Fishermen Plan Bi Btcentenary

fitting celebration, in 1932, of the J00th anniversary of the founding

of the oldest social clulf that exists anywhere

he was admitted to full eitlzenship
in 1898, The chair in which he sits
as Governor was & gift of William
Penn to Thomas Streteh, first Gove
ernor of the State in Schuylkill,
The other “citizens, with the years
of their admission to cltizenship, are
ag follows:
'WJ.'I.h.a.m T. Wright, John Wagner, ‘1018

800 J. Feamkili M -I
3 somr- Smits, a0 L

¥

50% 3. Tier
Borjamin Chew. 1008 a0y T T
Robert Tlare Davis, .Tohn ?;f Packard,

14086

Churlen Tiheeler, Gnuvuunu-r Cudwal-
1906 ader, 1923

Johm lL ‘l!lt‘l!!ll Dir J\rumr H. Ger-

3, 19 hard, 1923
W Hunkzt Srawarl, .:‘a»ph WM. e
1808 193

mﬂlm Hecknchar, G!’;gl;l.am Robarts.
I!so;:.a.s Cadwalader, Fil!;zﬂiw Dixon,
W. l"mler Harrison, Thomas Hart, 1838
Clement B. ‘Wood.

Jnmes E. Hood, 1927
.l%!r.ﬂum - Mobert ‘8. Eright,
T n Mer-
rick. B, W, Jevoe Sewell Jr,
oy AgiaT T gamusl Welsh, 1330
A, JI. Drexel Paui, Alfred Harrison
1918 Geary, 1931

An apprentice must serve as such
“one full fishing season” before being’
admitted to citizenship—bul most ap-
prentices have to wait five or six
years before a vacancy in the thirty
citizenships permits of enfranchise-
men: The present apprentices are:

i (a4 g Homsrs Smith, .i‘r
ghinEs . GO, Ly et B e
hd Joseph P, Blma
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Colonial Days Revived
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This scene will be re-enacted next Tuesday and Wednesday in his-
torie. Mount Pleasant. when this old mansion and seven athers in
unt Park will be open to the public. In the picture are Mrs.




e Pl b e =




Sisla b

it frnn GRS,
Old Mortgage Held by Stephen

Girard is Satisfied After 108 Years

!D_ocument Covered Loans to the Schuylkill Navigation Com-
pany.—Was First Lien Upon Organization’s
_ Property.—Over Century Old

An interesting document closely
related fo the industrial and tran-
sportation life of Philadelphia of a
century ago was presented last
week to the Recorder of Deeds for
satisfaction. Tt is the original
mortgage glven by the Schuylkill
Navigation Company to Stephen
Girard, financier, under date of
Feburary 18, 1823, to secure a loan
to the mnavigation eompany of
$230,850.

The mortgage securing this loan
was ‘the first lien upon all of the
property of the Schuylkill Naviga-
‘tion Company. Mr. Girard kept this
‘mortgage in his possession until
his death and it was then frans-
fered to the City of Philadelphia,
as trustee under hig will, and so
held until about 1885, when it
came inta the possession of the
predecessor of the present Reading
Company.

The Schuylkill Canal was con-
structed under a charter granted
an act of the General Assembly
approved March 8, 1815, The con-
structlon of the canal began in

1816, with the building of a dam

below the Falls of the Schuylkill.
It was the Schuylkill Navigation
Company that laid out in 1821 the
town of Manayunk, mow in the
Twenty-first Ward of Philadelphia,

upon land owned by the navigation
company.

The canal, extending from Phila-
delphia to Mount Carbon, near
Pottsville, a distance of about 108
miles, was opened for its entire
length on May 20, 1825, although
sections of the canal had been put
into use prior to that time. |

The Schuylkill Navigation Com-
pany enjoyed its greatest prosperity
in the period between 1835 an_d1
1841 After that time It was not
able to compete successfully with
the raflroads which then were
being constructed from the mining |
terrifory in Schuylkill County to
tidewater. By 1900 it had virtually'
ceased to function,

The money required to pay the.
miortgage of 1823 was provided
through the condemnation by the
city of Philadelphia of a tract of
land at 30th street and the Schuyl-
kill to be improved in connection
with the new station being ocon-
structed by the Pennsylvania Rail-
road Company at that point, and
upon which property mortgages of
the navigation company were a
lien., )

This mortgage, it is sald, probably
holds a record for having an active
existence with a construction llen.
for more than a century.

4 4%.1 Pulletin 6(29145

FIND HIDDEN ROCK
IN SCHUYLKILL

Expected to Aid In Geological
| Map of Ledge Underlying
City

STUDIED BY S. G. GORDON

Miustrated on Pleture Page)
Beneath the murky waters of thes
HSchuylkill river, from Girard av., to
Grav's Ferrv rosd, thera has Ir.i{gator

many millions of vears a grea
of rock hidden from the gyes of geol-
ogists by twenty to thirty feet of water

Eravel,
The secret, guardad by the river for
60 long & time has now been disclosed,
the quality and type of rock comprising
the ledge analyzed .and duty oalas-
logued. The result is expected to ald
materially in shaping a geological map
of the basement rock underlying the
aity. Such a map will be invalualile
{o contractors and architects in plan-
ning large office buildings of the,
future and in assuring their safety.
- The nature of the river's bed rock
Gordon,

pnd a layer of uninviting sand l.nd’

taken in laying the foundations for the
Market st. subway under the river,
went down into the cofferdam of the
central pier wher the rock has been
exposed.

_THe bottom of the cofferdam, thirty-
five feat below the surface of the
river, resembles & subterranean lake.
Great slabs of blue-gray rock jut out
from a floor of dark. forbidding water.

The entrance to this little under-the-
water world iz from the new temporary
Market st. bridge,

The rocks are of the Wissahickon
Gneiss formation, so-czlled because
they are so well exposed along the
lower valley of the Wissahickén. The
word “gmeiss” means tock of sedi-
mentary or. Ignébus origit which
through ' heat and pregsure and hot
solutions has been squeezed into lay-
¢red or banded rock. The principal
minerals In the rocks wera found tn

arranged in bands permitting the rock
to split into thin slabs,

The age of this formation iz a mat-
ter of dispute, some holding that it
dates from the Ordiviclan age—about
480,000,000 years ago—and others that
its origin was in the Precambrian age
which was several hundred million
years earlier, Frobably the only way
the age can be deterri!naﬁ definitely
is through a mensurement of the radio-
gotivity, a =study requiring the most
careful Anafysis and one thai has
never heen umdertaken with any of
the rock formations underlying Phila-
delphia.

Tha study of rocks is made through
: “microscope.

& petrographic
Hﬁkp' of rock is' ground

different minarals can be distinguished.
By placing & prism undar the lens sach
mineral iz given & different color, and
provinces designated by color, Fur-
ther study fs mada by chamical analy-
sis in the laboratory. At the Academy'
of Natural Sciences, this work is done

by Horace Hallowell, ehemint.
— e,

B8 quartz and mica, with the mica

|

In this|
1 until

36




| somewhere Near TIVEr. [rie &Ly woos
thad flight for mon, and he kill hoss
and wife. He go then te Californy,
make plenty mon, but lose it gamb-
ling and went to Mexico, where
he die very poor; never marry, al-
ways in trouble. At night he talk
much about Bartle in his sleep. I
come New York, week ago, and tell
you he dle in Mexico as he ast me
to. He very sorry for Bartle wife
and baby."”

As near as could be ascertained
the signature which was much
blurred from rubbing, was that of
“Mike Narjola."

Lieutenant Lush did not put
much faith in the genuineness eoi
the note, which he believed was a
Hoax, as in 1866, or 1867, the late
Roxborough historian, Horatio
Gates Jones, stated that a man died
in Connecticut who was credifed
with confessing on his death bed
that he was the murderer of the
Bartle family.

It's a cold trail now, but if they
were given a break, we belieyve that
Deotectives Costello and O'Brien of
| Hie present stafl at the Manayunk

ation, could unravel some more
l,f this UId m_vstery

*

- TR often wonder what became of
L %d seal of the borough of
M nAyunk. Possibly there is a
ré. der somewhere in the 2Ist Ward
who can enlighten us concerning
its whereabouts
‘ We are aware that it was in exist-
enc in this section in 1893, when
‘n.ﬁ otember of that year it was|
<! ched from a heap of old iron
v, * vicinity of Main and Lever-

treets. The seal, at that time.
!.as presented by the finder, to the
Late James Milligan, editor of the
anayunk Chronicle and Advertis-
. It had evidently lain in the)
junk pile for a number of years and
was supposed to have reached that
place when a junk-man purchased
the metal at a public sale.
The seal, which was engraved
upon a ecircular piece of brass, was
mounted upon a piece of wrought

iron five inches long and two inches

square. Upon its face it bore a
representation of a loom. heside

which stood a female weaver.
Around the outer edge of the ecircle,

NEINE., L FEUGUITICW 110iaity Seyaess e
the idea of working, and after
helping flags at  half mast over

Simpson’s Mill, and the Lincoln and

Johnson Club, in company with
Joseph B, Walker, T went to the
city.

“On Chestnut street, from

Seventh to nearly Fourth, one of
the most sorrowful, and at the
same time most excited gatherings
I have ever seen, was assembled.
Every man's nerves seemed to be
stretched to the utmost tenslon,
and all that wos needed was a
leader to direct the crowd in wreak-
ing vengeance upen any supposed
enemy of the murdered President.

Mutterings of wrath were heard
on all sides; the crowd packing the
street surged back and forth and
seemed at every surge to become
more bent upen doing something

in retaliation of the great crime.
The mutierifig, accompanied by
threats and curses, became more

and more audible every moment;
and just as they were developing
into a ery and action, a gray-halred
man pressed through part of the
crowd carrying a paper.

“He advanced to the main
tfance of Independence Hall, took
a hammer and tacks from his
pocket. and tacked the paper to the
door frame, and then retired. The
crowd watched the procedure and
pressed to the place; one after an-
other reading the notice and then
calmly departing.

en-

When she cried out again I called
to a kind-hearted sergeant of Mar-
ines, and appealed to him to permit
me to get her out of the ecrowd,
which he did. A passage was|
opeped and’'I led the woman down'
Sixth street, and around the crowd,
leaving her on the south side of
the Hall, T then walked around to
Fifth street; and here” with a ruse,
in conjunction with an Irishman,
I made some more progress, by
hollering "Watch your pockets!’
when the Celt and myself pushed
forward close to the ropes where|
we were halted by fwo cavalry
cfficers.

“I told the Irishman to step over
the rope, which he attempted to
do, but only succeeded in getting
one leg over, the other being he'd
fast by the crowd. The soldiers
were soon there attempting to chase
him away, so I yelled, ‘Don't strike

him, his leg will be broken. I'll
help him out!" The soldiers had to
watch others of the ecrowd, and

permitted me to free the Irishman,
As soon as 1 saw that he was in
no danger of being hurt, and while
the uniformed men were still oc-
cupied, I walked up to one of the
windows of the building through
which people were passing in single
file. Clambering through the win-
dow, I passed slowly by the casket,
and looked for my first and last
time upon the face of one of the
greatest men the world has ever

“The man was George H. Stuart,|known, a face wrinkled from the

president of the
Christian Association.
read, ‘A prayer meeting will be held |
at noon, in. the Church of the|
Eplphany Come!'

Young

Men's| cares of a nation, with an expres-
The notice | sion that was both calm and sup-

erb, It appeared like the face ot'
one, who, after accomphshmg a
| great task, was en joying a refresh-

“That simple notice quieted the!ing and well-earned sleep.”

|erowd. As one after another read|

it, their atiention was lifted from
their despondency and grief to God,
Same, on reading the notice, arti-

SCCAFF
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Quaint Old Spring Mill Grist Mill

Turns Contmuou sly for219 Years

Two hundred and nineteen years
eontinuous turning!

This virtually unequalled record

in America is held by the pietur-
esque. Spring Mill grist mill, which
was built in 1712, and has defied
summer drought and winter’s rigor,
ever since. ‘The mill, located but a
stone's throw from the railroad sta-
tions at Spring Mill, lends a breath
‘of Colonial beanty and quaintness
'to the Spring Mill section. :
' The mill is remarkable for the
fact that, unlike the majority of
early mills in this section, its wheel
‘has never been halted by vagaries
of temperature. Summer’s heat
and attendant drought, and winter's
freezing breath have never treaied
dt harshly. Always, the sparkling
water sang past it, and kept the
big wheel active,

A magic hand seemed to dirvect
‘the waters of the Bubbling Springs
that revolyed it. Day in, and day
out, the stream flowed on, The
‘mill-wheel moved. Flour poured
from its grinders. In those days,
ﬂ; was thie only mill within a ra.dlus

of fifty miles that was not *
pera.mental =

The popularily of the little white
mill, soon created a demand for a
m direct method of reaming it
northerly and
‘tons mc&?mt?;?i:omg farm-y /ago

BOiGEn, ou
. had to travel

Schuylkill River on Conshohocken
turnpike, belore a road was avail-
able, that moved eastward along
the river to the mill. Several un-
necessary miles had to be covered,
Accordingly, sometime about 1730,
a petition signed by names that now
appear like a blue-book of early
settlers in the sectlon, found its
way to the Assembly, in Philadel-
phia, asking that body thal a. more
direct road be created, running
from' Consholiocken Pike some-
where between Ridge Turnpike and
the Schuylkill, east to the grist mill.

The petition was favorably re-
ceived. Early settlers donated the
land, the Assembly bore the cost,
and there resulted North lane, run-
ning diagonally off Ridge pike, for
a distance of two miles, fo the
Spring M grist mill. The road,
now 200 years old, still holds to Its
orlginal course, but has been mod-
ernly reconstructed.

The gparkling purity of the
water of Bubbling Springs and the
enormous quantity of it, caused
Benjamin Franklin, in 1787, when
it was then owned by Peter Legaux,
famed French scientist, who resid-
ed at Mount Joy, now the Spring
Mill Fire ‘company property, to
recommend it as a waper supply
for the city ot Philadelphia, Legaux
also concurre _mhhaidoa. _

bf the Sehuyl-
time, Ver,

made the water problem a miner
one, and the excessive cost of con-
veying the water to the metropolis
by the then approved method of
hiollowed-out tree trunks, discourag-
ed its utilization for the purpose. |

The Spring Mill grist mill was
probably the most important, pro-|
ducer of flour for the soldiers’
bread, -during the Revolutionary
encampment at  Valley Forge.
Wheat was also ground at the
Gulph Mills grist mill, but here,
freezing temperature oft stilled the
wheel.

Today, the ancient old mill at
Spring Mill is the mecca of many
visitors who have heard of its un-
usual history and picturesgue ap-
pearance. Numerous artists, too,
have made it the subject of their
CANVASSES.
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Memorial Day Tragedy of

30 Years Ago is Recalled

Manayunk Was Scene “of Great Excitement When Seven
Girls Were Drowned at Flat Rock Dam—Put an
End to Picnic Grove at Rose Glen

By JOHN M. SICKINGER

On May 30th, 1901 twa gaily deco-
rated trucks and a small delivery
‘wagon, filled with lunch, proceeded
on their way to Boyle's Pienic
Grove, at Rase Glen, on the Sehuyl-
kill river a mile above Manayunk,
to celébrate the day in a great out-
door frolie.

The crowd was singing “Sweet
Annie

‘mers' day, and we'll never see sweet
Mﬁ.ﬁ; anynmm"

A
ana; not ne;
as mu thsn,aat.heydidiaterin
the day. Shortly affer | seven
girls and two men, hired a boat to
row on the river, whichmmm
mntﬂletfnleow!ng 8 Spring
freshet. They were advised to stay
off the stream, as there was great
danger, but they pleaded and coax-
Eﬁ“&mﬂsm mgkgeperafum
mandinmangeofme
&0 much that he finally gave in 1
‘them. He warned them fto keep
‘close to the shore, but they soon
forgot his advice and went straight
scross the river fo Shawmont.
soon as the boat touched the
easl shore, one man jum _out and
tefused (0 enter again.

. party|
‘gave him the laugh and mﬂmd. off,|

, Sweet Annie Moore,| j_';j"'
We'll never see sweet Annie, any- |row
more; She went away, one sum-|

ers attracted con- [large

mﬂ&lﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ&kwhagaﬂ
the name of John Moore.
WMwmmumm
bodies were not recovered for sev-
eral days. Bomewerefmdmsm
south as the Fairmount

[

of 'ﬁh’e ‘Shawmont

holice, cqme
“North Ammcm i @.ﬂy et )

paper of that period, erected &
tmtnearﬁwdmonmxon's
dump, which was used as a tem-

;P"W ‘police, hospital and news
tation,

Captain Clark, the red-shirted
héro of the Atlantic City Beach
Patrol, was sent to Flat Rock. He
dove down under the waterfall, and

recovered the first body, that of a

girl named Bond. Another named
Sullivan, was recovered by Sergeant
Peter Mbtzler, of the Manayunk

police force, The harbor police
| vecovered two more downstream, n

fhe fifth
found 11 :lng t mstmg‘nng!

oa a
gaﬂ“’ Jlast was discovered uhder a
boat house landing near Fairmount

Dam.
The m»flt#d boat wag found

Bﬂ?ﬁ)hedrawnmmmﬂt. i

‘running current. They
ried at a tast rate to -

"nnea

illWmﬂ!«'wrl'nemﬂ: mhta::
Wiﬂimandnsedaaa
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OPENING PRAYER e 7 14 *{

SINGING - - AMERICA

My country, ’tis of thee,
Sweet land of liberty,
Of thee 1 sing.
Land where my fathers died!
Land of the Pilgrim’s pride!
From ev’ry mountain side,
Let freedom ring!

Our fathers’ God, to Thee,
Author of liberty,
To Thee we sing.
Long may our land be bright
With freedom’s holy light; 7. TS
Protect us by Thy might, - g | g U el

Great God, our King! v - L /
READING OF WAR RECORDS — / P 5

ADDRESS Mager /f-(4. SNy d
SINGING - - THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER

Oh say! can you see, by the dawn'’s early light,

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's
last gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through
the perilous fight,

O'er the ramparts we watched, were so
gallantly streaming?

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs
bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was
still there.

Oh, say, does that Star-Spangled Banner yet
wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the
brave?

Oh, thus be it ever when free men shall stand

Between their lov'd homes and the war'’s
desolation!

Blest with vict'ry and peace, may the heav'n-
rescued land

Praise the Pow’r that has made and pre-
served us a nation!

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is
just,

And this be our motto: “In God is our truse!”

And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph
shall wave

O'er the land of the free and the home of

the brave!

CLOSING PRAYER = //t4~™ 4"44,.7 /UW
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This is a story of the patriotism of
& church sexton who, after five years
of indefatigable effort and in the
[ace of many discouraging obstacles,

has seen his drenm come true, He
has made a beauty spob of the one-
fime neglected and weed-grown bury=
Ing ground of historic St., Peter's
Lutheran Chureh at Barren Hill

Olil St. Peter's wak founded in 1752
by the Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlen-
joere, fighting pastor of the Revolu-
bon, It was torn down in 1849 and
A new bullding of Gothie architecturs
Wwas erected. This building burned
down In September, 1890, after which
tho present church took form.

General Lafayette, with 2200 troops
ased the cemetery back of St. Peter's
a8 a refuge when surrounded by
British soldiers, By ruse he sue-
seded In outwitting the British and
|$0hl=‘d forces with Genernl Washing-
ion at Valley Forge by crossing the
Schuylkill at Matsons Ford.

In one scction of the old burying
fround are the bodies of six soldiers
who fell in the engagement that pre-
Jeded Lafayette's successful retreat,
ind I another rest the remaing of
four of the Indians who served as
deouts with the American detach-

mt- | »
- Willlam A, de Mars heenme sexton |

f §b. Poter's in 1925, In some parts

1 tho grounds the head stones could |

|Gk be seen for rank undergrowth

ST. PETER'S BURYING GROUND AT BARREN HILL

and weeds, Many of the relatives of
persons burled in the cemetery had
long since moved away from Phila«
delphia and vielnity,

on elther side, well nigh impassable
for automobiles in wet weather, was
the only means of entering the
_grounds.

im‘i‘?hen he learned of titaha historie
portance of the spot the new sex-
fon got busy. Painstaking ¢
of the stones revealed names which
furnished clues to living persons,
Hundreds of letters were written,
urging the decendants to subscribe to
a fund providing perpetual care to
the plot. Recently, Robert Dager, a
90-year-old Norristown man, whose
wife is buried in St. Peter’s, gave
the church $2000, and & substantial
road nmow runs through the grounds.
Enough funds have heen recelved
as & result of De Mars' appeals to
establish a small trust fund of about
“The fund is altogether too small,
the sexton sald yesterday, “to take
care of the entire cemetery, but it is
better than nathing. '
“When I first came here it grieved

L

:qetbseemngmmhw been
neglected. I was laughed at when I
announced I was golng to raise money

to clean It up, Washi
the P, O. S. of A. of R

A rough cart road with heavy ruts [ M

Church Council a check.

_ =

iotic Sexton

buried here, and these graves are
decorated each year bg’jthe Philadel-
e D, AR,

graves of Revolutionary

phia Chapter of )  The
tgomery Coufly Historical So-
clety has erected a large stone marker
on Rldge avenue, drawing atfention
;o the fact that Lafayette encamped
ere. i

_“While not a member of thé
Lutheran faith, Robert Daget, of
Norristo 3 argest

tedars which mark the ;vlm:u:
entrance. These trees, which he call:
Robert and Mary, for himself
his deceased wifé, are very rare in
this country. In Japan they are used
as decorations hefore the temples,

“I wish every one who has a rela-
tive buried here would back up his
patriotism by sending St. Peters

&

Al

When De Mars first came {o Basren
Hill the mmm:uma ﬁgtmm&a ceme-
tery was §1381, Now the an




‘z}w-fm;g P thilon 0@14 115/

Enmhung Rock Taken from Beneath River Bad—-Samuel G, Gurdon. uaomta curator of the
Academy of the Natural Sciences, and Horace D. Hallowell, ehemlst ‘are shown making the anaylsis
at the Acad which showed the rock to be of 'Wissa.hlckon gneiss formation, prevalent along the

lower Wissahickon Valley. Gneiss means rock, of sedimentary or igneous ona'm. squeezed into
.banded rock by heat and pmnre. The instrument pictured is a petrographic microscope used by
giststo the quality and type of minerals contained by rocks.
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Schuylkill

Many have been the tales we have
heard » concerning  the Schuylkil
River, some of which may be fa-
miliar to the readers of this publi~
cation, but here 15 a different one’
whieh we ran across the other day
whith we believe is worth passing
along to the other residents of thi:
| locality,
| The Schuylkill river is supposec
to have been discovered by Captair
Hendrickson, in the year 1815, ir
the yacht “Onrust? meaning “rest
less™. He bélonged to Captail
Mey's expeditfon, and was assigne
to the work of exploralion of the
streams in the neighborhood of the
coast,

On Hendrickson's map of his dis- |
coveries, Fort von Nassonene, or

chende Strohm"—"the stream whict,
makes a noise”—which is similar in
meaning to the Swedish “Skora,”

The name Schuylkill 18 supposec
o have heen applied by the Duteh
and is said to mean “schuyl"—
“hidden” —ang “kill” — “river’"—
hence “the hidden river”, becaust
at its mouth it was almost invisible
to persons coming up the Dela-
ware. .. .

Upon a map of the British pos-
session in North Ameérica, engravec
in England by Herman Moll, ir
1715, and upon another of the pos- |
sessicus in New France, in 1720, the!
Schuylkill is called “Perquemuck”
and “Perquemuk’,

SCCAFF. |

L

A MW‘(““ n--ti"‘“" 'i‘ ;,fl' f&’ _
Aipping Tells of Early

Settlers on ¢ ‘Hidden River’ N

Brt Masies, - auEsa, whiih mus,," Swedish Explorers Located at the Falls of Schuylkill Two

have been placed there after Hen-
drickson's time. There is an island
opposite the Fort, but nothing like
8 river such as the Schuylkill is
shown. It should be understood
that Fort Nassan was built by the
Duteh, on the east side of the Dela-
ware. river, about 1626. It is sup-
posed to have been situated near
the 'present Timber Creek, and
therefore almost opposite the mouth
of the Schuylkill river, _
Upim the map of Peter Linde-
strom, the BSohuylkill is called the
Menejackse Kyl, or Le Riviere de
Mengjackse. In the Lindestrom

map published by the Pennsylvania
Historieal Society, accompanying!
the "History of New Swoden”, by
Tsrael Acreliug, it appears ag Mene-
yaekse Kyl, or Schuylkill River. Tn
ihe sume map, given by Thomus
Campanius Holm, this river is &
down #as “Skiar eller Linde rive
The word “eller” means “or”, a:
this ,"peslgnatlun is therefore “Ski
viver', “8kiar Xyl”, or “Lind
River”, Shkiar seems to have been
a method of spelling the worg,
whith Achelius renders “Skookly”
In the Swedish language *‘Skora™
means “to make a loud noise.”
Mr. 5. Henry is auoted as having
stated that one of the Indian

names of ‘the strr-n  was *“Lenn
Bikhi", or Lenni, 1 he derived
from “Bikhi” (a ¢ vhose bark.
peels freely) which  Jhe case with

the linden: He als: called it the
“Lenni  Bikunk"—": high place
where houses are «cected covered
with linden bark”—end “konk™—"a
place or locality”—. T.enni meant
not only & “man”, or ‘indian”, but
also “common, plain, pure, unmix-
ed", as Sometimes “high™. f
This would seem to indicate the
origin of the name Linde river, as
Jaid down on the Lindestrom map.

The | ] he oot

Hundred Years Ago.—

Fort 5t. David’s Was

Built and Named by Welshmen

A friend, last week, left the fol-|

lowing newspaper clipping, dated
about forty vears ago ab our office:

“Shortly after Penn had settled
Upon the banks of the Delaware o
company of Bwedes, who had previ-

ously arrived at Ohester, journeyed, "~

up the river till they reached the
confiience of Manayunk, the
streant which the sborigines had,
Yor untold ages, named as their
place of drinking, and which, from
its constant windings and wooded
hillsides, the Swedes  dubbed
Sehuylkill—hidden river—a name
that still clings to the stream and
by whieh it will probably be known;
till the end of time. What became
of these early explarers history
gives no reeord and the traditions
are ex}tremely meagre, mentioning
only that some of the number con-

tinted up the valley and seltled a
£hort, distance above, whal I3 now
Norristown, and which |
Swedeland, |
_ “At least one family remained in
tlie neighborhood of the Sehuylkill)
Falls, and settled upon o magnifi-

eent pastoral baek from the summit)

of the hills towards Germantown.
Andrew Garrett was the ploneer of
the family that is still represented
in the immediate nelghborhood,
where the old cabin, {n which his
descendants lived mare than a
eentury and which a few years ago
was transformed into a cow stable,
still stands. Others of the family
took up tracts of land in what is
now West Falrmount Park, along
the old Ford road that continued
from the river o the old Lancaster

nplke, and which for many years
known as Garrett's lane,
‘he falls, which prior to 1821,

5

is termed|

| that romantic suburb.

trom spore to snor€ on &n almost
direct line with the Reading Rail-
road's magnificent stone bridge, be-
came obliterated when the dam was
hult’l:rhy the backing up of the
“In 1700 or thereabouts a numhber
of well-to-do ‘ Welshmen, attracted
by the beauty of the waterfall and
its surtoundings, established a fish
house at the base of a mountafnous
hill on the east side of the falls and
mamed it Fort St. Davids, presume
ably i1 honor of their patron saint,
| "Thi§ is the generally accepted
[reason, yet there are desecendants
Still living in the vicinity who claim
that the term applied was given
because the dome-shaped hill, tow-
ering high above the water, much
resembled St. David's head on the
coast of Wales. The dome-shaped
knoll in-after years was discovered
& source of wealth to those wha
worked the once celebrated guarry
from which were taken =stone for
bullding a number of prominent
structures in the city, including the
Eastern Penitentiary. 'y
“Fort Bt. David’s, originally a log
:tagln. _tfdr;nggc the nuclets of m:g
1 WL ame a thrifty village
but which, after the Revolutionary
war, became known as the Falle of
Schuylkill, a name still retained by
. In the long
ago the eastern shore or embank-
ment of the river for a considerable
distance above the falls was of gen-
tle slope, and was very advantage-
ous for the purpose for which it
was used, that of shad and herving
Samingbd I g o e e -
The old fishermen, the most
TOmMIRENt of whom

lf-&




ﬂshinz ‘he ﬁmnﬂ both pleasure and
proﬁb.. After arriving at Fort St
David's he showed such ability as 3
fisherman that he was given charge
of the club house. Subseguently he
purchased a large tract of land
along the river, where he establish-
ed, perhaps, the most profitable and
noted shad fisheries that the upper
Schuylkill had ever known. i

“When quite an cold man the dam
at Falrmount was built and his
business. destroyed. He in behalf|
of himself and other well-to-do
owners of fisheries entered suit
againgt the Navigation Company|
for consequental damages. The|
suit was won in the lower court,
but lost by a technicality, When it
was tried in the Supreme Court,
Chief Justice Tilgeman rendered
the ndyerse decision, a decision
which was quoted as & precedent a
few vears ago in the suit for con-|
sequential damages agalnst the
Pennsylvania Railroad by property
owners ‘along Filbert street.

The old Falls of Schuylkiil, with
its colonial and Revolutionary
memories, 1s rapidly disappearing.
The place and its inhabitants have
greatly changed and but few of the
old landmearks remain. The old
fishery front of the Schuylkill will
soon bEé entirely obliterated. The
constrmaction of the river drive in
the Park removed most of the oid
lines, ‘and with the filling in to the
river wall-that will extend from the
city frame ‘bridge, along the east
shore ol the river, to the Reading
Railroad bridge, every vestige of the
old shore will have passed away.

“The-- Mifflin ' mansion, whose
grounds once extended from the
river fof n considerable distance
east of the Norristowh railroad, still
forms.one of the attractions of the
place, though much of the property
has changed hand§. 'The old colon-
lal structure, shaded by lofty plane
trees, has recently peen purchased
by a well-known builder, whao will
probably demolish the mansion to
make room for a number of modern
dwelling:

Hulegb'.’ the banks of the Schuyl-
kill, the Indians dwelf in untnter—|
pupted peace, and mingled with the
white ntruders, whom fradition
says, lreated thelr copper-skinned

here the old braves lingered longest
| pofare they moved on towards the
setting sun. They took their last
drink from their beloved Man-
junk and moved away. It being
{he lasg place Ogssel :,edpbt;{adt,ehiem in
8 o phia.”
the neighborh ‘

hrethren in g spirit of fairness, and|

Section Before the Arrwal
Of William Penn, in 1682

Some Interesting History of

West Manayunk, Which Wae

Originally Called Glanrason.—Deseendants

of First Settlers

Still Reside Here:

By JOHN M. SICKINGER
A place, named by the Indians,
Wiessakitkonk, siluated on the west
‘side of the Schiuylkill river, is imen-
oned in a grant ol land made by
the Upland Courl, in 1677, The
gite, shown on a ¢rude map, 1s sup-
posed (o have been opposite the
Higuth of the Wissahickon cregk,
where the blast [furnaces of the
Pencoyd Iron Works are now lo-
Cated.

On March 4th, 1681, King Charles
granted William Penn a  lract of
lahg in the New World, Shortly
afterwards Penn granted a parcel
of ground to his beloved friend,
John Apt Thomas, who Was a gen-
tieman  landowner of Laithgwin,
Merionethshire, Wales, One Ed-
watd Jopes, a surgeon, of Bala,
Merionethshive, also shared in the
gift of a bome in the land across
the sea. All' preparations were
made for the lofig journey, but on
the eve of departure, John Apt
Thymas, whose¢ health had been
failing, was too I Lo risk the trip.
Edward Jones, the surgeon, and his
party, sey sail from Liverpool, with
the understanding that they wonld
prepare some sort of a home for
John Apl Thomas and his {amily,
who were to f(ollow later. They
sutled on the vessel “Lyons” (or
Lion) on May 1682, and arrived on
August 13th, 1882, two months be~
fore William Penn  salled up the
Delaware.

The “Lyons” with her passengers
sailed up the Schuylkill river as far
as the present Falls of Schuylkill,
near Wiessakitkonk, where every-
body landed and walked back [rom
the sfréeam. or up the river banks,
picklug out the cholcest lands, then
called 'Wincoro.

A large portion of ground was set

aside an the west bank of the
Behuylkill river, running three
miles along the river, two miles

back, then extending parallel with
the river for six mules. The tract
comprised four thousand sacres.
This land was called Glanrason,
and was set aside for John Apt
Thomas and his family,

Others who came over on the
“Lyons” founded the Bala, Merion,
Narberth, Radnor, Goshen and
other nearby communities of the
Main  Line section. When the
“Lyons" yeturned to Liverpool, it
wils learned that Jobn Apl Thomas
nad expired,
and serva.nt,s n.u-mberlng twenty
pergong, sel sail for America. They,

- brave and thrifty people, and
Ariends with the Indians, who

The widow, children| Eili

rerrived a.% Glanrason, she was
sented with a deed to the tract, but
ihe name of John Apt Thomas Was
written in the deed as “Thomas
Jones”. Their home was in a cor-
ner of the fract, in a’large barn-
like structure, which is standing to-
duy, on the corner of Price street
and Ashland avenue, in what is
familiar to us, as West Manayunk..
Horace J. Davis, of Ashland
Heights, which is a part of the old
Glanrason, who is exeecutor of thie.
Jones' Estate, has in his posses-
sion an old parchment deed, which
has been in the Jones’ fa.mﬂy for
ten generations. The family ]
owns land in West Manpayunk,
The sevtlements of Belmonl
Ashland Heighfs, are laid ouf or
the land of Katherine Jones, widow!
of (John Apt Thomas) Thomal!
Jones, The deed reads: “Robert|
the elder, second son of 'I'lmmail
and Katherine Jones: to L
his son, 1746; father of Paul Jont
in 1795, Robert Jones, second, snn.
of Thoma.s Jones, married i
Jones, sister of David Jones”, w
was & justice ofthepeaca,a,mem
ber of the Provincial Asgembly,
very prominent among Friends,
Thomas Jones and family, a-ﬂd
Edward Jones, the surgeon, were
the builders of the Merion Meeting|
House. The barn, at Ashland ave-|
nue and Price street, has been part-
ly demolished, One-half was con-
verted into a dwelling several Vears
ago, and s now owned and oocu-
pled by a Mrs. Lentz. The other
pm-toftbema-instructureaﬁnm'
mains standing. It was built ofi
fleld stones and long narrow slits!
in the walls take the place of win-

dows.
first arrived,

When the Jones'
window glass was unknown in the
New World. and the long slits w:?:ﬂ
covered with oiled rags, or paper 1o
admiy light. On the plastered walls
are many curious inscriptions, one
being “John Bartley, 1T711." Dog-
ens of olhers can be seen very
plainly, There were no wooden
door frames in the early days, 50
the doar swung from the outside,
hanging on iron hooks which still
remain in the walls,

The generations of Jones, as
taken from the records of the M¢r~
ion Meeting House, run as follows:
“Robert, second son of William Apt
‘l‘hema'.s {Thomas Jones) married

al David|
e Peter Jones married
June Martin in 1695”; and so on

down the line. |
C. 5, Who 1 on @

"'ed hhmn with rmh maaﬁs.







The violent electric storm of Jest
week put telephone and clectsic
lights out of service at its very be-
ginning, making it impmsihle ‘to ob-
tain correct reports of the damsge
unti! late in the [ollowing day.
Wednesday. i

The Schuylkill river changed
Ireom fts mnormal condition fo a
yoaring torrent. At midnight, on
Tuesday of last week, it had over-
flowed its banks at many
Manayunk and East Falls, ﬂmding
the bagements of buildings and Lhe
puark drives.

The distress siven of the Cunhaim
ar  Corporation of America -~ was|
heard between bhe peals of thunder,
The fire slarm system failed
{unction properly and Fire Engine
Company No, 59 and Truck Com-
pany No, 18, of 22nd and Hunil
Park avenue, responded, fo fin
. that the electric wires at the paper
plang had been charged with a
heavier ewrent Lhan their capac-

. tofof trouble. An automohile, owned

into Lb&street. wu@
was then und
~ Other damagea repowe-:i the: ﬁ;iﬂ
Jowing day, by in their|
cheek-up, included hchtnirfs strik-
ing Kaufman's FPlush Dl
AMitehell and Pennsdale streets; the
_ refaining wall at the rear of 190
Dupont street; mud and cobbles,
four foot deep, at Main street’
Leverington avenue; a six foot

in Fountain street below U
sireet; wall at *the rear of
| CGanton street, fell on Lhe Re g
ratlroad tra.cks. carrying with it
garages and an automobile,

A crevasse, 35 feet deep, was
washed in Umbria street, at Parker
avenue and Umbria street, at its
upper end was impassable, Tons of
| dirt and rvocks Iiltered the side-
. walks on Roxborough street, and
other tans washed down inte Mana-
yunk Park, ripping a gulch through
| the grass plots and learing down
the retaining wall, and fences at
'\ the Cresson gtreet side.

A retaining wall on Boone street
was torn away, letting the bank
wash down info that thoroughfare.
Leverington avenue suffered badly
when a half a block of the paving
was buckled' up inle a hump be-
tween Boone and Silverwood streets.
The sidewalk was carried away
from in front of Pearson's Mill. A
wall at the Repel—a-rﬂin Cloth Fac-
-tary. At ‘Wﬂdﬂ wd ﬁa;_'&

4600

in|Many piles of lumber; boats of all

to|viver banks.

at{on the damage done by floods that

i‘anﬁ_ing which, protected the drive,
yifrom  Wissahickon creek below
mbrid | Rittenhiouge street had to be re-’

was in no conditton to withstand

avenues, and ¥lat Rock road and
ather streels in West Manayunk
were covered with uprooted trees
and other debris.

new high level, when it climbed
filteen feet in four hours. The|
canal, af Manayunk, overflowed its
panks and it and the river became
one stream. The last time this oc-
curred was in the sprmgarm

descriptions, hogs and hog pens,
¢hicken coops and even small bung
alows, came foating down the river
on Wednesday.
At Flat Ruck Tunnell, several
dead hogs were seen along the

Main street business houses were
flooded and it was lale on Wednes-
\day evening before the merchants
‘had their basements pumped out.

Dirt{ roads in Roxborough were
badly washed ouf, and the Wissa-
mo&onl)riveume in for its share

Snmunl R. Wray, Hector street,
ohocken, was marooned at

crews were out at day-
nght each day last week working

swept over lhe roadway. They re-

The Schuylkill river reached a|!

work for many hours in ¢
permit trains to pass.
The East River Drive,
Midvale avenue and Ferry
was flooded. ' i
Numerous trees were atrippad :

in this section for more thana
score of years.

WRPEE et SRR

‘moved tree limbs and dirt washed |
down from Lhe banks above. A

placed. Suppnrtdng walls, under-
mined by water were also re-in-
forced.

Meanwhile traffic that usually |
moved along the drive, one of the
chief roads between the central
part of the city and Germantown
and Chestnut Hill was forced to
detour by way of side streets to
Ridge and n avenues,
‘where the East River drive through
Fairmount Park begins,

This Is the second time this year
that traffic has been barred from
Wissahickon drive. In January the
road was shut off when the false-
work of the partially completed
Henry avenue bridge buckled.

The damage at East Falls was
mostly centered around the foot of
Midvale avenue. The PRT Com-
pany is laying new ralls on this
thoroughiare, east of the Reading
railroad, and the torn-up strect

o heavy rain. Aftéer the
luge had subsided, it was found

ny of the new track sills|

wm;i?a“a wuwmmaeq&f@sm
the street, down 16
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Notable Spans
Erected Over
The Schuylkill

Bridges Needed to Cross
Stream During War for
Independence

1 NEAR VALLEY FORGE

First Chain and Wire Sus-
Jpension  Structures Built

at Falls of Schuylkill

Bridges are erected as ways of |
public convenience, and represent

a triumph of man over matter, be-
side belng a sort of Exhibit “A”
for the courage and ingenuity and
“stick-it-to-iveness’ reguired ta'
evade the law of gravity.

From such structures, particu-
ularly the greater bridges, the pie-
turesqueness of most, spanning
rain and spring filled streams, from
one tree clad shore to the other,
and the architectural beauty of a
majority of them, we cannot help |
feeling that every bridge is an in-
spiration for the pen of the his—;
torian, and that the builders of
such  spans must have assured
themselves of, at least, local im-
maoriality, and often hope to find
poets moved by what the historian
falls to register.

The Schuylkill River is justly en-
titled to p large place in the annals
of bridge building. Tts first bridge
was one of the most ingenious of
all floating bridges, and while

lt.hrown acrosg the river for tempor-
ary needs, it lasted upt_il,, nine
months later, military requirements
demanded its removal.

This floating bridge was Eknown
ag Putnam’s floating bridge, ﬁ:
'wr?a erected at Market street, Phila-
delphia, or “the Middle Ferry,
| Whether ib was suggested by Jude
Richard Peters, of Belmoni fame,
vor by ship’s carpenters, is a moot
| question, but iis construction -was
|an achieyement with which Isrzel
| Putnam’s name could have been
| honorably connected. Yei no hio-
grapher of “Old Pyt” apparendy
ever heard of _tha.t_. pridge.

But the story of Puinam’'s bridge
is teld by many local historians in

substantially she same langusge,
and none ot bt tells what his
source of information 1is, excepl

Fred Perry Powers, alopal historiaxn.
This source is a pamphlet entitled
“A  Statistical Account of the
gichuylkill Egnm;@t. Bridge” It
was prepared in 1806 and issued as
f pamphlet in the following year,
and a year later it reached e
office of Dennie’s “Portfolio”’ It

written by Judge Richard

Putnam in the eonstruction of the
bridge, and was penned some thirty
years after its erection: -

“In December, 1776, when  the

British troops had overrun and
(nearly subjugated the state of New
Jersey, General Washington, appre-
\hensive of being forced to retreat
with the shatlered remnants of his
batriotic army, wrole to General
Patpam, then commanding in Phil-
adelphia, directing him to take
measures for the speedy pa of
the Schuylkill, in case of ulgent
necessity.”
. Judge Peters’ accounf continues:
“Having advised with some ship-
wrights, a bridge of boats was ab
first thought of; but finally one of
ship carpenters’ floating stages, nsed
for graving ships, was coneluded
upon. This plan being suggested by
him (Judge Peters) to General Put-
nam, was instantly adopted and
promptly executed,”

Qver this Putnam’s Bridge, Wash-
ington's army marched on its way
to meet the British Lord Howe. The
orders issued from headquarters at
Stenton, in Germantown, on August
23rd 1777, for the march through
Philadelphia from the camp, on the
Queen Lane Filtration plant site,
at the Falls of Schuylkill, directed
that “all the rest of 'the bagyage
wagons and spare horses are to file
off to the right, to avoid the city
enfirely, and to move on to the
bridge at the Middle Ferry."

QOver that same bridge, the Am-
ericans retreated from the Battle of
Brandywine, to their old camp on
Queen lane. In the Orderly Book,
cf the American army, it states:

“Head Quarters, Chesler, Sep-
tember 12th, 1777—The troops arc

to march in good order through
Darby to  the idge, oygr  the

Schuylkill, cross it and proceed un|
to their former ground near thal
Falls of Schuylkill and Germantown
and therd pitch their tents.”
Another Revolutionary  Bridge
was one known as the “Sullivan
Bridge” near Valley Forge. From|
Providence; on NMovember 20th, 1778,
General Sullivan, of Washingion's
forces, wrote to the General As-

| sembly:

“As I had the honor to Direct
the Construction of the Bridge over
Schuylkill near Valley Forge, and
wish it to stand for the benefit of
the Inhabitants of Pennsylvania, 1.
\take thg Liberty of Recommending
the Filling up of the Plers or Boxes
with Stones, also 8 number of
Stones to be thrown Round the
Boxes to prevent the Sand washing
away Round the sides. These b_re-i
cautions being taken I fatter my-|
self that the Bridge will stand till
the lumber decays.” 0|

But sometime later, when the
river rose and hore down greaf ice
cakes, there was not room undear
Sullivan's bridge for them to float
by, and they took much of the
structure along with them. In &
letier to the President of Congress,
dated at Valley Forge, on December

| |22nd, Washingfon wrote: “I have it

dlso in contemplation to throw a
| bridge over the Schuylkill near this

rise on the grand parade; |
thence to Fatland Ford, where they
wrl.ld.l receive General Sullivan's
orders.”

On February 21st W !
wrote in a letter to William Duer,
“We have one bridge nearly com-
pleted. Defects in the quarter
masters department have delayed it
hitherto.” But at that it was a
remarkable expedition if the bridge
were nearly completed in  six or
elght weeks of boisterous wenther,
in spite of the fact that arm
had been without a Q aster
General for several months. !
The Pennsylvania Historieal So-
clety has a picture of a chaln sus-
pension bridge which onee stood at.
the Falls of Sehuyikill. In “The
Port Folio” a Philadelphia maga-

zine of June 1810, it was stated,

at sun-|

“There are eight of these b

f

|
|

 §

increase its tolls one-fourth

erecled now, the largest of which
Is that at the Falls of Schuylk \
306 feet span, aided by an i_'hte:"--|
mediate pier; the passage eighteen
feet wide, supported by two chains
of inch and a half sguare bar |

This bridge was erected hy
Messrs. Kennedy and Caypenter. An |
act of 1811 recites that they had
transferred all their interests to
trustees and authorized the creation
of a stock company. Another act,
two years later, permitted the
Schuylkill Falls Bridge

the profits should reach € per cent.
Evidently the bridge was a non-
paying venture, _

The “United States Gazette! of
January 19th, 1818, coniained an
article which read: “The Chain
Bridge at the Falls of Schuylkill fell
down about five o'clock on Wed-
nesday morning, This unfortunate
ocourrence is said to have been oc-|
easioned by the preat weight of
spow which remained on it, and &
decayed piece of timber, There was
no person on the bridge when it
fell."™

This chain suspension bridge at
the Falls was erected in 1808, or
1809. The' location is deseribed in
a poém as
“Where Schuylkill o'er his rocky

bed

Roars like a bull In batile.”
. Which fact gives the present site
of the Reading Raillroad Company's
Stone Bridge, as the scene of the
old chain bridge.

But that was before the Falr-
mount dam had backed the water
up over the falls of the Schuylkill
and over Flat Rock dam, s!mnr
which time the waters haye silently|
slid seaward. The patents for this,
the first .suspension bridge in the!
United States, were held by a man

|named Finley, It is said that in

1734 the army of the Palatinate




jus
'enilmd;ninsuppnthe
u:the one !atelycons
e Falls of Schuy
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authorized by I.amme in :’7.3. !
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week, was married in 1808, and tak-
ing his bride with him, joufneyed to
| Louisville, where he opened a gen-
eral store, In addition te writing
‘about birds, he became a falnter of
birds. He had & partner named

| Ferdinand Rozier, We are told that
Rezier was always to be found be-
hind the cofinter of the atcrs attend-
‘ing ta whatever business ‘was to be
done. What was the sleal Au-
dubon doing? Well, most of the time
he was wandering around the coun-
try, with the clerk of the store,.in
eager pursuft of rare birds, He was
also & great fisherman and supplied
the table with the fruits ‘of both rod
and gun.

While he was in Laulsville he be-
comé acquainted with Danlel Boone
und the two mes formed & lasting
\riendship. But the business was|of
not-& wuccess and finally went to the
‘wall, Audubon, who was-the heav-|to
lest financial loser, wes sent to ;Ml
for debt and when he was
reiezsed had only the clothes on hin
back,hlugunandms original draw-
Ings. He went to New Orleans and
worked ag & tutor and draWwing mas-
ter. Mrs. Audubon obtained a posi-
tion as a governess “"and took upon
her shoulders the busden of tUne
needy family—a burden ghe sus-
tained for twelve years.” [

YR T

The fickle pgoddess of chance]
smiled on them, however, when the
naturalist came back to P]x!ln.delph!a
in 1824, FHis journal tells of his

‘with an eloquence which
um.ﬂd nol ba improved upon by any
biﬁgraphan Hers are some day-by-
‘dey extracts: -

_Aptll 5—I purchased a new suit|’

extreme neatness; after which ; I
e%upan Dr. Mease, an old friend,
1 received with kindness, and
was infroduced to a gentleman

iad Harle, who exhibited my
drawings. I was also introduced to
several artists; who pald me pleasant

attentions, and 1 also obtdined en-|

trance Lo the Philadelphia Athen-
'eum and Philosophical Library, I
was fortunate in obtaining an intro-
ﬁucﬁun to the portrait pailnter Sully,
L& man after my own heart, and who
‘showed me great kindnesses. Heo
‘was a beautiful singer, and an aruqt
ﬂaaae 'tlinta ~and advi¢ imm Ll
BELY mie; 1 afterwards
i) tﬂlan&og,whm he wet

.lnlm Bnes Am!nbon, Nmna, in Aﬂd:ﬁon to Wﬁtm; '_'

Birds, Beeameal’nntuofThem-—msDiumFmdﬂ
Venture in Louisville Related—Long-Contemplated

Trip to Europe Told

OHN JAMES AUDUBON, mmmthm
urﬂlat.&rwhmmmw lﬁm'g?mﬂt’g

‘often visited me and admired

%

.....

"eal
my drawlngs, and asked,
studio, where I saw h&n
General Washington, bu
the style of Sully. Had._
Mr. McMurtrie, the maté
study of shells hnmadsjﬂm
He advised me to take my di
to England, I labor- asaid
oll painting.
twenty-five years pursuing
nithological studies. Prince

drawings, He adylsed me to
France. The French consu:
still warmer in his sympath
kind in his encou mu g

Through the kindness of
Audubon now had sufficient x
for his immediats needs and
solved to take a long-planned
England. Before leaving he
.}‘onph Bonaparte, the for

phin, who was then Iiving
le elphia, When he wad |

for Elurope he found
in possession of a lnrge nu
letters of introduction m
the painter; Henry Clay,
Webster, DeWitt Clinton, o:r
York, and others,

In England he met with a m
ovation and honors were heap
him. He was taken up by the F
Institote ana preparations.
made for publishing his worlka.
amusing incident happened. Aun
bon always wore his hair long
it fell about his head in rin
His friends told him it would
ter if he wore it in the Eugllsh.
‘Ha wrote the “obituary” of nu
in these words: U

EDINBURGH \
March 19, 1827,

This day my Halr was
need.ﬂnd the Will atGm} ped
by the glahel of Man. /A

8 the m clhimd
rapidly, it reminded m

tha ‘herrlbla times of the ¥
Revolution, when the sume
ation was performed upen
the vietims murdered by the
Guillotine, e .
My heart sank low. 9
, JOHN J. AUDUBON.
He traveled all over Euro i
ﬁnally returned to thls coun
123 e came to Phﬂam;m_ia.
a Wrlel stop and we find M
entiies i Al !uurnal.
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Céorge Barton, in Catholic Standard and Times, Relates
- Interesting Story of John James Audubon,
] of Mill Grove

-

" Stories which concern the Schuyl-

kill River have always b of
interest in this section of Pennsyi-
vania. This is natural because of
its. connection with the history of
Penn's colony, since the beginning
of things in this part of the coun-
trys And one of the most inferest-
ing tales |which has been written
ab%ut the river, relates tn John
Audubon, the American naturalist,
and appeared in “The Rambler's’
Column, of the Catholic Btandard
and Times, of last Priday.

George Barton, “The Rambler,”
says of Audubon;

“Not the least among the many
eminent writers who have lived
in and around Philadelphia was
John James Audubon, the world
famous naturallst, who has won the
Jove ‘and affection of bird lovers in
every part of the globe, ;

“When he first came to Amerieca
frofd his native Framce he estab-
lished himself on an estate in
Montgomery county which was
owned by his father. It wasa farnn
of 285 acres known as Mill Grove.
It was and is located on the banks
of ‘the Schuylkill river, only a few
miles from Norristown. Tt is at this
point that the familiar Perkiomen
cregk joins the river, Tn our own
time the name Mill Grove has been
changed to Audubon in honor of
the man who lived and worked
there for many years. The entrance
to the estate confains a marker,
blaced there by the present owner,
50 that the wayfarer may know that
he is passing historic ground. |

“Audubon was a frequent visitor
to Philadelphia, while he lived at
Mill Grove and the character of his
work brought him into familiar
contact with many eminent citizens
of the day and generation. One of
the men he met was Alexander
Wilson, at that time regarded as
the foremost ornithologist of this
country. The little Scotsman and
the newly arrived Frenchman did
not “hit it” very well and one of the
reasons assigned for their lack of
congeniality was mutual jealousy.
Audubon was highly gifted, but he
had his oddities of temperament,
and was cautious in making friend-
ships. Yet he found many persons
to his liking as he trod the streets
of«the city which had boasted of so
many men of genius. One wonders
what his reactions might have been
had he come earlier and mot John
Bartram The botanist ard the

naturalist; would surciy have .’.n':'_ndl

much in common v staliing the
secrets of nature . .

“The devoted wifeé of  Audubon,
who frst. hini & Montgo

municate with each other. A series
of signals, chalked on boards and|
hung out of the windows, was one!
of the methods. Lucy Bakewell
taught him English and in refurn
he gave her drawing lessons. Dur-
ing all of this time he was moon-
Ing over his great work on Am-
erican ornithology.

“Audubon speaks of his life at
Mill Grove as being In every way
sgreeable.  He bad ample means
for all his wants, was gay, extrava-
gant, and fond of dress. He rather
naively writes in his journal, “I had
no  vices; bubt was thoughtless,
pensive, laving, fond of shooting,
fishing and riding, and had a pas-'
slon “for raising all sorts of fowls,
which sources of interest and
amusement fully occupied my time.

ridiculously fond of dress; to hunt
in black satin breeches, wear pumps
when shooting, and dress in the
finest ruffied shirts I could obiain
from Franee.” He was also fond of
dancing and musie, and skating,
and attended all the balls and
skating parties In the neighbor-
hood. Reégarding his mode of life,
Aundubon gives some hints useful to
those who desire to strengthen their
constitution by an abstemious diet.’

He says: “T ate no butcher’s meat, |
lived chiefly on fruits, vegetables,
fish, and never drank a glass of
spirits or wine until my wedding
day. To this, I attribute by con-
tinual good health, endurance, and
an iron constitution. So strong was

| the habit, that T disliked going to

dinner parties, where people were
expecied to indulge in eating and
drinking, and where often there was
not a single dish to my taste, I
cared nothing for sumptuous enter-
tainments. Ples, puddings, esys
and milk or cream was the food I
liked best: and many a time was
the dairy of Mrs. Thomas, the ten-
ant's wife of Mill Grove, robbed of
the cream intended to make butter
for the Philadelphia market., All
this while T was fair and rosy,
strong as any one of my age and

(sex could be, and as sactive and

aglle as a buck.

“In_the meanwhile Auduben had
a business difference with the man
who was in charge of his father's
property and hurried home to
France to have it out with his par-
ent, e future Mrs. Auduben

‘cluiing that this agert even went

firlher, ond mttempted to intrefers
vith b pisposed union with her
ou the grouad that it was “an un-

eanal roafeh” He remained in

Tranee for a year. | The b

T

digpute was adjusted and the
also mhhﬁmm o

It was one of my fancies to be *













PATRIOTIC PILGRIMAGE

to

VALLEY FORGE

GULPH MILLS. After passing under the tracks of the Philadelphia
and Western Railway one is soon on the route of Washington and his
army on the march to Valley Forge. On the left is a boulder placed by
the “Sons of the Revolution.” It records that here Washington and his
army encamped from December 18, 1777, to December 19. After keeping
December 18, as appointed by Congress, as a day for “public thanksgiving
and prayer,” on December 19, the march to Valley Forge was begun.

THE OVERHANGING RocK. The Overhanging Rock, Pennsylvania’s
greatest natural memorial of the heroes of the Revolution, was presented
to the “Valley Forge Historical Society” on the 147the anniversary of the
march to Valley Forge by Mrs. J. Aubrey Anderson. This was done to
prevent its destruction by the Highway Department, which was anxious
to remove the rock as a menace to traffic. Very wisely the Department
has widened the road at this place so there is no longer any necessity for
any vehicle to go under the rock. Thus there has been saved from destrue-
tion Nature’s memorial of the famous march to Valley Forge. Under it,
and over ice and snow the barefoot soldiers passed, “tramping the snow
to coral where they trod.”




After crossing the bridge over the tracks of the Philadelphia and
Western Railway on the bank on the right is the first of the old milestones
—marking 15 miles to Philadelphia. After passing the 17, King-of-
Prussia, with the old tavern on the left, is just ahead. The Inn was there
when the defeated troops marched by. Just bevond the 18 milestone the
road surmounts the crest and the hills of Valley Forge become visible,—
“Liberty's Own Lair.”

The dirt road straight ahead is the real road upon which the Army
plodded its weary way—the road which the Nation so nearly lost. It is
the Nation’s Via Dolorosa, soaked with the blood of the heroes and patriots,
now uncared for and negiected. Tourists take the road bearing to the
right to the entrance of the Valley Forge Park and down into the
modern village of Port Kennedy, but first crossing Trout Creek, with
Morgan’s Headquarters on the hillside above it, on the left, and Muhlen-
berg’s further down stream on the right. His Brigade was near the en-
trance to the Park, on the left, while beyvond it were the Brigades of
Weedon, Paterson, Learned and Glover, extending as far as the National
Avrch.

In Port Kennedy we turn left on the road to Jenkins Mill, passing
by the homes doomed to destruction. Beyond is the Cantonment. Before
reaching the site of the picket, which was about where a lane leads to the
left, we pass on the right the propesed site of the National Washington

Hall, and for which the Daughters of the American Revolution the country

over are now raising the money by giving a dollar and having other
Americans give a dollar.

Toward the left is Mount Joy, girt with earthworks erected by the
American Patriots in 1778 and surmounted by an Observatory. On its
shoulder is Fort Washington, and straight akead is Fort Huntington. The
white house up the road on the left was Varnum'’s Headquarters, now in
the care of Philac}_elphia’s Chapter. D. A. R., and hidden by the woodland
on the right is the unfortunate reproduction of Star Redoubt. On the
crest of the hill was the North Carolina Brigade. To the left was Fort
Huntington. The Connecticut Brigade was located near it, and next to
it a Pennsylvania Brigade, formerly Conway’s. Across the Gulph Road
was Maxwell’'s New Jersey Brigade, now honored by a memorial shaft.
Here the great Thanksgiving Service was held on May 6, 1778, in celebra-
tion of the French Alliance. The plain in the valley was the Grand Parade,
and the noble shaft rising on the hillside was erected by the Daughters of
the Revolution in 1901 to the “Unknown dead who sleep at Valley Forge.”
At is base is the only named grave at Valley Forge, although more than
3000 men lie here, men who made the great sacrifice for us.

The Washington Memorial Chapel is on the right, in the woodland,
with its tribute to Washington and those who won our freedom, its testi-
mony to the power of prayer and its invitation to praver.

President Wilson named the Chapel “The Shrine of the American
People,” and Wilfred Powell called it “The American Westminster.”

Over the front door is the great Washington Window, being given by
the Pennsylvania Society, Daughters of the American Revolution, in the
sum of $25,000 in memory of General George Washington.

The Valley Forge Historical Society cordially welcomes all Patriotic
Americans to the Valley Forge Museum of American History, with its
great collection of Washington relies, including his Marquee and the flag
that gave the Stars to Old Glory, Washington’s Headquarters standard.
{t invites every loyal American to become a member of this, the largest
flistorical Society in America.

VALLEY FORGE—THE NATIONAL SHRINE!!!

Amid the hills of Norriton
By the Schuylkill’s placid stream,
You'll find the shrine of Valley Forge
More precious than life's dream.

Ameriea's most sacred ground,
Where many years ago—

The Father of hiz Country dwelt,
Oppressed with grief and woe.

And with him were his faithful men
A patriotic band,

Who suffered long that we, today,
Might hold our cherished land.

Brave, noble-hearted men were they
Though humble—yet so great!!!

We'll honor them, and praise their names,
Their glorious deeds relate.

—EMELINE HENRY HOOVEN.



MARRIED HERE

Home at Mill Grove Recalls

Struggles of His Young
Manhood

January 27 will be the ‘seventy-
ninth anniversary of the death of
John James Audubon, the natural-

ist.
Much of Audubon’s life story is
familiar to every school child. His
paintings of the birds of Hﬂl‘-ﬁh
'America, reproduced in
'prints, aretobafmmdinmhml-
rooms and attics, on remote farms
mdinnbtnynles Audubon so-
cieties flourish in every State and
in many European countses, His
ﬂz{& "“‘““‘“m?.’mp%“‘ mth .mi;‘!
1 ¥,
uan MEasize drawings of wild
the ﬁﬂ.@iﬁm of
ﬂsssmw»or&n sts)
it was published in 1838, Au-
uhnnhﬂmnhmtﬂhbdmmdtﬂ
wthmnhﬁm ‘he was 5; he
ntinued mhsmualmmwme
dayoihisdaath.
.&.l;duhanmﬂorwlahsdm‘gah
son a mathematician a
m' great schalar, but finelly surrender-
h@wthaamnhanmﬁashbeal-
!.ewed- “to live in the woods and
paint birds." Born in New Orleans
iy 4, 1780, the child of & French
mmafliee and a Spanish

h-k;ﬁhn m-};:mes Laforest m&ubm npr:ni-
years among the magnolia
fbluaa«ms and mocm-ﬂrdﬂ of g

first dmproved by such app

|

‘hy his father in the early days o
‘the Revolution—Mill Grove, at’ the
confluence of the Schuylki]
U e i ol
an oe a ong
meadows, hills and mw mod
lands, Flnwers grew in profusion
‘along the moist banks of streams,
and birds, birds by the l:housaﬁds
sang and nested, reared their' fam-
ijies and taught themtnﬁymt.he
woods where Penn's people had set-
thark . Y

“I had no vices," wrote the youth-
ful Audubon of this period. ‘Fond,
of shooting, fishing and writi |
iI ate no butcher's
‘tables and fish were his e.i;ﬁef d“iat\
‘he drank no aleohol. He was “active
and agile as & young buck” With
the assistance of hig father's agent
he tried to become a . farmer
and manage the fmi:ny acres cred-
itebly, but the song of wild birds
ured him into the woods at all
‘nours. He found & cave at Mill.
Grove in whose gnirance flycatchers
and other small birds builg their
nests. The rock studio became his
daily haunt, and in it ke spent many
hours studylng the feathered song-

flew In and out, and went about!
fheir daily business of house-build-
ing end housekeeping.

Audubon liked to paint birds on
the wing and in action. And it was
rm this tendenc}' utlﬁt Trequently

appearange

m:d quesuomd the merit of his pic-
tures. That Auduben himsell ques-
tioned his earlier work and tried
hard to lmprove it is shown from
his diaries, which pokes sly fun at

! -«Ma“éﬁ" whatmius and claws 1

dzplr draw! My drawings were af first |

made altogether in watercolors, but
t.‘ucy wanted softness and a great
deal of finish. For a long time I
was dispirited ab this. Then
recollected fhat when & pupil of
Davquh@ddmwnheadana fig-
different eolors so I re-

smtm to s piece of that material
of the tint required for the part,
applied the pigment, rubbed the
place with a cork stump, and at
once obtained the desired effect.
My drawings of owls and other
birds of simllar plumage were mueh

deed, after o fow years of p
some of my attempts
please me, and T have continued the
-samgstyla ever singe; and that now
is for more than thirty years.”
Audubon mettied nt.

urse [mﬁﬁ?mohemm Lucy Bake-

jnslnms plantation.
P{?:.%@n# neighborly wllsaamm
to propnuloﬁmm L 0b-

sters and sketching them as the { Wucky. shers, fort
4
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1 I ;T%ﬂdﬁl" '~
Obser’ves His
79th Nwata'l Day

"‘Winﬁeld S. Guiles, of Flat
Rock, Says He'll Stick
{ to Jobh

CONTENTED WITH LIFE

Has Been Employed Along
whds.uhu_v;lkxll River For
Seventy Years -

Captain Guiles is still on the

Jjob.

Last Sunday the lock tender at
Flat Rock Dam celebrated his 78th
birthday—in the harness.
~ For 48 years Winfield S. G.],ﬂes
has tended the locks In the Mana-
yunk Canal, and 70 years he has
'ﬁh;cn working along the Schuylkill

ver,

Captain Guilés no longer thinks
of retiring. He intends to work “so
long as they treat me right.”

‘He. i§ known to the citizens of
this section as the “sleepless wem“
der.” In the days when there was
heavier traffic along the canal than
there is now, his little lantern could
be seen at'night in any weather,|

blinking beside the lock gate,

For more than %5 years he never
slept in a bed. With a 24-hour-a.
day job, he was compelled to de-
velop a technie for sleeping in
chafr ll:l his oftice at the lock home,
but was alw:a,ys wide awake when &
‘bout came along.

“Tel] the world for me,” he said.
“that sticking to one job is the best
way to atfain happiness. I've got
‘things down to a system here, no
worries, lots of fumn, ps,enty of
friends,

“This view up the river menns
‘everything to me, I can't find any
fault with the world. It's the folks
who roam around who are unhap-
Ppy. What I haven't seen is never

going Lo worry me.”

In 1861 Captain Guiles, a
child of eight, went to work at the
little Reading Dam to help his
father tend the locks, He worked
there for llml’sand“inll’fﬁwenz
to the dam at Conshohocken. A
vear later he was tending the locks
&t Spring Garden street, when the
canal ran that far, and in 1881 he
started three years of service on &
‘tugboat, which earned for him the
ﬂﬂu of eaptnim In 1884 he went to

» /11193

MARK 250th
 ANNIVERSAR

l’oncoyd celebrates Found-
ing With Patrietic Meeting
—Peter C. Hess and Henry
Wynn Deliver Addresses
Marking the 250th anniversary oﬂ
its :Eoundmg, Pencoyd held a pﬁ‘briotia
meeting in the Pencoyd School Mon- |
day night. Speakers included Peter

Q. Hess, township treasurer and Re«
publican leader, and Henry Wynn,

| ‘marrow slits in the walls in the p

-descendant of the physician to Wil-

liam Penn. The meeting was spon-
sored by Pencoyds Men's Neighbor-
hood Club and Ladies' Community
Club.

A place, named by the Indians
“Wiessakitkank,” iz mentioned in a
land grant by the Upland Court in jp
1677. Opposite the mouth of tha
Wissahickon Creek, it is where the
blast furnaces of the Pencoyd Iron
Works are now located. On March
4, 1681, King Charles granted William
Penr. a tract of which Pemn soon
granted a pmel to his friend, John
Apt Thomas, of Laithgwin, Merion-
athshire, Wales. Sharing in the gift

of an overseas home was BEdward
Jones, a surgeon, of Bala, Merioneth-

Withou.t Thomas, who was ill, Dr,
Jones and his ‘Part y sailed from Liv-
| on_the “Lyons” or Lion, May,
1682, arriving August 13, the same
year, two months before William
Penn sailed up the Delaware.
"~ The “Lyons” sailed up the Schuyl-
Kkill to the Sresant falls, near Wissa«
kitkonk, and the passengers soon se-
lected the choicest lands, then called
‘Wincoro. Set aside for the ill John
Apt Thomas was a tract of four
thousand acres, running three mﬂeﬁL
along the Schuylkill and two (miles
back, then extending paraliel with the.
river for six miles, This was known
as Glanrason. Thomas died, and his
widow received a deed to the tract
with the name “Thomas Jones” err-
oneously written in place of her own.
Her home was in a corner of the es-
tate, in a large barn-like structure
standing today, on the corner ot Ash-
land avenue and Price street in what
s now known as West Manayunk or
_Ashland Heights,
Others who ecame over on the
“Lyons’ founded Bala, Merion, Nar-
(for years known as “Elm”),
thnor. Goshen and other nearby
communities in what has been term-
ed the Welsh Barony. .
The family of Thomas Jones |
Apt Thomas origina’l}y), and Ed
Jones, the aurgaon. were builders
of the Merion Meeting House, Wil
diam Pann, who J)reaehe& from its
pulpit, is. believed to have been a
wisitor at the Jones' homestead.
The barn-like ho .

o

4 1682-1771."
ji wmain structure remains unel

| inscriptions, one being “J

- lin possession of the R 1}:11

iand Heights, is a separate

w&u\lﬁ 51

ed seyeral years ago mm a
'oceupled by a Mrs. a
'the eenter of it : “3
The other part -oﬁ

Xt was built of field stonﬂs AT

«of windows, which were unkno M'?"
the New World of that time, ¢
long slits wera covered w{tltl
rags, or paper, to admit 1ght.
the plastered walls are man

ley, 1711, Beeause there were ;
wooden door frames then, the ¢
swung from the outside, from
hooks still in the walls.

Also in this section was the
mill in the New World, erected
Anthony Levering, whose site is
oecupied by the Glen Willow
Manufacturing Company, River
sind Belmont avenue, Across Be
lavenue frem the Glen Willow
lis the old Levering homes

A nearby landmark of the
ily is mld hg.rmhom
on a I - ove

Miles & Sons’ lumber mills, and
in possession of the Theresa
estate. One Jones son, John
won fame in the War of 1812,
Ferry is shown on Hill’s H@

the Schuylkill at

Tree Run, now Green Lane.
the river waters are low, the
& queer bridge can be seen,
arected by one of the Jones’

ing Menayunk and A

is a monument mrldﬁ-ihe

tlement of Pennsylva _
Pencoyd, over a mile south

tinct community from g:!, mﬂ
.l‘% individualistic.

illiam M. 0. Edwards, h&s
ed several historical articles
of the Bala-Cynwyd and Pan :
Merionethshire, %e&, ears
and now. While othar Mair
communities have grown since
the War, Pencoyd is mo more

tery and the Pencoyd Iron W -
whose present head is Pe :
erts, Jr., of the family w'!neh ing
ed the late Algernon Roberts,

presuient of the Lower Merion
mmission, and George Bi

gerts, one time president of th
Pennsylvama Railroad. « 3




ROBERTS’ SCION SPEAKS  betur

Picture, Song and Oratory oid onookers, 2 ° ¥ j
IR pevimpOmege, | AR Preey tou o
Be Remembered physiclan to 1\, also

made an address, mostly concers,

“Romeo and .Juliet,” which  con-
e with laughter.




‘in Every Department With
Buildings and Equipment. J
The transfer of the Lancaster and ‘

[Montgomery Pikes from private to

'publie control and the removal of the
many toll stations on these shortly

after 1914, together with the ?elr-

op'me'nt of the automobile as the_

of  local ;

of othletic field was graded,

JPERINTENDENT S. E. |
PRESENTS SCHOOL DISTRICT SIIRVEY

Interesting Statistics on Gumﬂ: of Aetlvitle
‘Merion Township During Past 18 Years—

: .'3 was.
" building now used by the janitor. No

DOWNS

In Lower
increase
Enhanced Value in Gronllds.

ed in ths building between Lancaa-
ter kae and the railroad, now occu-
pied by the Moose Lodge. This con-'

tained fourteen clasg rooms but play
space and modern heating, lighting
 and toilet facilities were lacking.

Cynwyd—The school of four rooms
housed in the old Academy
part of the present playground ox

Famwwv—%even grades of school

were conducted in a two room build-

sted ing since sold.

~Merion Square—The front of the
pll:::nt strﬁ:cture. inhetlu four
class rooms housing ei es, was
nsad to capacity. ¥he

outside unsanitary teil-

. ets and the water supply was fur-
. nished from a well later condemned

. by the Board of Health.

J

teon have completed life
ﬂmmnﬁmdonmteorlmaipaa.-

Township' Schools 1914
included the

hteen the Lower
kg Sy g

M¢. Pleasant—The one room build-
ing still owned by the District, con-

plant was |

the old, mdeqnn o1

ing located

W:&n B.‘ : m t

10! Tyn m ToW posses

modern fireproof eshool. situa
with all depart

a plot of grouﬂd of nine
half acres. The school con
equipments similar to those at
Mawr. The retaining i

terraces and well graded athletic
add to the attractiveness and 'I:he i

Peneo d—This building, since so
our grades under the con
of one teacher, s s
e teaeher taught

'-inarg‘mdestntlﬂssmllmnlbmd-

Muﬁm High BSchool—Two

"1 L:snndmd and - twenty-one _students

in the four classes,
grades 9 to 12. The property includ-
ed four acres of ground and the front

section of the present Senior High

‘Behnal.

_'fhers were then, as now, eleven
}: 1 the ch: comin tlf.at-
e clear the changes ins

o i il et

e school plants at pr ek
none of the buil above,
t in the SelﬂoA r m

) venue

thﬂewmc thtu[ toﬂ!l’
i .’ﬂun whoﬂr

ummwrmrﬂadun ‘were

ity of this plant.
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MED of the s and| | —————— : ——d— {5 apt to roll across
MPFYBERS of the Roberts aig .

their n ‘mat this week at Pan- ; f tll sightly in the park, The,
@ i bt e s | Phases of the  )iste it T
s versary aof the settlement of that see- The basic. iti

tion, by John Roberts, a Welsh Qualk- the :

er, from Poncoed, in the parish ' dinn
i ik F258 Park Question

| Caernarvon, in the northwestern part

of Wales, From Thomas Wynne, tha
fellow Welshman and Penn's physi-

Pencoyd's oﬁ:ul;he“:}‘li??e?:;dmm This is the Arst of & séiton of o lebs
Ancient from John Ap- Johm, ter articles written by Willlam J, Serrill,

‘mm! Roberts purchased a President Govmunity Health and Civie | unle
dct on the up- Assogiation, and nddressed to George
per Schuvliil and began the develop: Curwen, chairman of the Highway
‘;uieub:’ogn tah:a tq;z".la}: to which the name Committes of the i
ome was giv i ; » Lower Merion Town:

descendants have lived ﬁeﬂmtﬁ' f.HhJiﬁ ship Board of Commissioners,
Calatmant: Tk e aiia) e ;

y Touw ; edrs ago by Understands that "

Algernon and Parciv ﬁ' ol _Understanding that our pecent

glven the name of the Pe sals g the acquisition
Worka that m;wom:;‘g:;ggd Dbegin- arks in the township have been [ g

‘ning to be one of Philadeiphia's ma- 6 -£0. your committee, Wo DOW | parks thes ar. 1 OV
S pecs from Manayunk end the ¥alls  [of hrief fetters covering phases of | It the govermment should
— - 5 the Parks question, We have the|these valleys it seems almost @
The Roberts, who trace their an- impression that considerable confus-|ter of course that it should
S or-hﬁﬂk fo Colwyn ap Tangno,  jon exists in the minds of the g?b- them as parks for the enjovir
Noble. Tribe ‘ot Norih Was b lie vegarding the principles which(the people, This second wrimeia
EA S govern the acquisition of parks, and |almost a corallary to the forst, 3ok

ayed a conspicuous part in the life of b ’ ‘ :
city and Stafe. John Roberts,  S0me uneasiness on the part of the|is really separate. The prese

‘who marvied Gaynor, the daughter of land owners affected. is confus-[tion of th 1ty valleys is
Hobert Pugh, who had come from fon and uneasiness are only natural th? n;.:in :o;?:;?iﬁﬁ%iﬁ‘ tieir use by
It:’lv;.;{at‘l!eﬁl:rdg. o Bu]#:. in Wales, when one considers that the forma-|the publi although it seems n‘g'

= o w‘* gm n'rmﬂ :ﬂﬂ" P::*;: tion of parks in the suburbe of Phil- ally to follow, is really a setondary
chasors of the 40,00 of r ‘adelphia is altogether & new under- | consideration. And th t we wish

s 000 acred 'igmmﬂmat |adelphis _ ! eration. And the point we

wVelsh Tract'" which has given many  taking, with which our citizens have |to make is that a separation of
Welsh names to that gection of the  'so far not had any experience. It|two basic prineiples, conservation

State, ; _ ‘is important that all phases of the - ot
: S s a miller and prosperous and  question should be clearly under-|othon pan ), Sod,Dublic use on
. at-grandson, w.:!lg:emuna nl%.obe;}ts. stood, . the methods nsed by the govern
g i art in the Revolution, Making parks of the valleys of [in acauiring th

serving es a Lisutenant Colonel of  creeks forms so la the | fore, on the wh -O-M'

Pennsylvania Militis and as a Sup .whole k proh 31K ; Wuo'e probiem as i

Commissgioner for the Army. Hi:.ﬁgg ?ghﬁ'ﬂ’- ep,taf Ppr : fects the pmperty owners, 241
subject will be |

Algernon  Sydney Roberts, prospered iof the t (rits 5 .
5

tn'mn'nz\ehnluglain drua" business, Be& ‘that I
came intoraste coal and iron, an [Pty e
was one of the founders of the Penn-  (With the
sylvania _Railroad, of which his |eree
nephew, George 5. Roberts, later be-

came President. e started the Pen-
coyd Iron Works on ite career as a
maker of gar wheel axies and later
of bridges and structural iron worlk

u’hépped-, o' all parts of the world.
Throus riage the Roberts and
Wynne are related, as are

Three Tops in’ Welsh—was like when
John Roberls came there has been
gerved in his own recording. Writ-
that in the wyear 1681 he trans-
Fortnd himself, with many of his
riends, to Pennsylvania where he set-
tled on the place which he af
¢alled Pencoid, "'where we now abide,” :
he added, “being then a wilderness,| | yaile
but now by God's blessing on our en-
deavors, is become a fruitful field;
8o to God’s name be the Praise, Honor
& Glory, who is worthy of it for ever
& ever more."” daw
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Phases of tlle
Park Ques’ion

by Willmn J. Serrill

In Letter No. . 1. published last
week, we pointed out that the main
object of eonverting creek valleys
into parks is to conserve the natural
eharacter of-the valleys, and that the

use of the valleys by the public, while
very desirable, is secondary. We will
0w continue the argument.

It iz natwral for anyone to assume,’
when the government proposes to se-
guire a creek valley for a park that it
must forthwith secure title to all of
the land lying in the valley, and at
once dispossess and reimburse the
present owners, However,
rectly understand the methods b
Wwhich governments work in suc
cases, they do not follow the such a
course. The -government’s methods
are dictated by practical considera-
tions, largely those of availability
and of economy. The government nat-
urally hesitates to take any man's
lund for park purposes against his
will. It naturally postpones the mak-
ing of the outlay for a piece of prop-

erty ag long as it can feasibly be post

]  poned. If the government can accom-

| plish its main purpose; namely, the
| preservation of the valley, by a slow
' process, which will not hurt the feel-
ings of any land owner, and which
gﬁl convert its reimbursement to the
land owmers into a series of payments
spread over an indefinite period, it is
only reasonable to suppose that the
 government will adopt this course.
Now it is evident that the preserva-
tion of the valley as a park does not

demand the immediate purchase of

all the land by the government.
that th
owner of a piece of property in the
valley is that he will agree not to cut
down the trees or otherwise deface
his‘land in the valley, or build on it.
So long as he preserves his land in its
existing condition the government has
no desire to disturb him in his owner-
ship of it. In fact it would prefer to
fnstpone the payment for the land as
ong as possible. We think it is safe
to say that no owner of land in any
one of these valleys need fear that a
decigion by the government to make
a park of the valley need disturb him
in his ownership of that portion of
‘his land which liez in the valley, as
long as he may live,

It is of course true that most own-
ers of land are very much disturbed

if they fear that any of their land is

to be foreibly taken from them by the
government. Under the conditions
~described above owners of land in
‘these cmadl&: txall il
1y disturbed. may re;t
_that so hmg as rthey

if we cor-

e government need ask of the

s need not be so

‘ernment not to desecrate their land
in the valléy thus becomes a restric-

tion, similar to the restrictions not
uncommion in deeds, and in zoning

ordinances. None of these restrictions

deprives the citizen of his ownership
of the land; they merely restriet his
use of certain portiong of it, Furth-
ermore, the steep slopes which form
these creek valleys are wusually not
twell adapted to building purposes;
they really comstitute, from the own-
er’s viewpoint, the least valuable por-
tion of his land. Tt is therefore no
real hardship to ask him to agree to

| & restriction as to his use of this least

| valuable part of his property, espec-

ially when it is realized that the exist-
ence of this valley park adjoining his
more valuable land is a distinet asset,
ter;ding in the long run to increase its
value.
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Storm Made
New Dam A

Necessity

Flat Rock Dam Was Re-Con-
structed After Heavy
Rain in 1904

OLD BREAST RUINED

Navigation Company Forced
to Rebuild Great
Structure

By JOHN M. SICKINGER

After a few rainless days, winter
or summer, one can see Flat Rock
Dam standing lke a stone wall,
without any overflow falling across
“its breast, but behind it is damimed :
many thousands of gallons Dri
water. I

This present-day dam 1is mot
constructed like the original one
which stood there, which burst
following a heavy storm in the
spring of 1804. The old one was
built in box-shape and the w‘ntar|
\fell over five breasts at the same
time, The center breast was torn
away causing a greal flood below
the dam.,

The lower floors of the mills and
homes along the banks of the
Schuylkill river were submerged |
for several hours until the tide
below Fairmount receded. Then
the Manayunk pool fell below
normal and a lapge hole, some two
hundred feet wide, was revealed in
the Flat Rock dam breast.

The Schuylkill Navigation Com-
pany soon rushed a large force of
workmen to Shawmont {0 repsir
| ‘the bresk. The upper river, from
Flat Rock to Conshohocken drained

e e o Yt cgB L

'sights,

were about ready to put them in
Elnoe , another storm broke loose,
ashing the cribs away.

Residents of Manayunk, Roxbor-
ough, Chestnut Hill and German-
town, were advised to use water
‘sparingly, by officials of the Water
Bureau, because the intake pipes
at the Shawmont Pumping Station
were above the water line, and the
consumers were fast reducing the
water that had been stored in the
Roxborough reservoir,

Every mlill that used water power
was forced to remain idle. Many
of the textile workers were put to
work by the Navigation company as
laborers, and a force of several
hundred men were employed in
repairing the break.

At the time the river was at its
lowest, persons residing along ifs
banks were treated to some rare
Catfish were seen with
heads as large as those of an ordi=
nary bouse cal. Eels that were as
thick as a man’s limb and several
feet In length were common. Ca
the size of a full grown school boy
were numerous, and so were many
other strange denizens of the river.
Rocks were exposed to view that the
oldest resident had never known.
After many years the bed of the
stream was seen hs it probably was
during the time the Redmen lved
along its shores.

8ix weeks of hard labor was put
in by workmen before the coffer
dams were again ready to be sunk;
the eribs built and floated Into
place and submerged with many
tons of racks,

The following account, clipped
from a Philadelphia nelvspaper,
discloses the amount of work re-
quired to maeke the repairs:

“After six weeks of hard labor the
Schuylkill Navigation Company's
workmen have succeeded in closing
the breach In the broken dam al
Flat Rock, Tt took over four weeks'
time to construct a double row of
abutting plers on each side of the
break, built of stone ecribs weighing

135 tons each, to form an apex thus

reducing the apperture to 22 feetl
in width. On Friday a strongly-
built wedge shaped crib was suc-
cessfully floated into place and the

breach was closed. The erib will
be gradually filled with stone lmd
when sunk will cause & sort
colfer dam. Then the real work r.-;
repairing the 200 feet of broken
structure will begin.

“While the work of clesing the
apperture has been underway the
remaining part of the dam has heen|
strengthened in many ways, and
when completed i .is
stand the pressure of all uuheta
for two years, when, it is said, a
new dum will be erected farther
down the stream.

“Mill owners at Manayunk, whose
plants have been kept idle four
weeks on account of the break, were
netified to get ready to start up on
Monday, when it was expecled that
the witer would have risen suffi=

for motive power.

ciently for them to use the water

_.q,,_



ﬁurtlununﬂwuw

p—

el 0
%mg the length -O?"thia smgfﬁ;

Phases of the e e, e omen
Park Question | B £t i

$o Dizsans the Tt TR At
by William J. Serrill

are Mr. Percival Roberts and the
Philadelphia_and Reading Railroad
¥. These two owners will
probably welcome the improvement,
and either present the land to the
mmsnt or lease it on nominal

In letter No, T, we mentioned the ﬁxa We do not anticipate that

River Road skirting the Sﬂhﬂ?].k]u mllmnd of Parks will experience

: in nego
River. We now recommend for the faof al‘rzlgement %‘%“Eh:;a&s;

consideration of the Board of Parks owners. Could anythi be'more un-
the following project. fortunate? A multi of small
| For a distance of about two miles, holdings would have meant numerous
—from the end of the wvalley _of ﬁhm:ﬁ::; andag;aﬁbablgogu t‘i};aﬁgﬁ-
Glanraffon Creek up stream to fhe Fortunate mmmunitgr! to possess s
end of Waverly Road,—the River beautiful a ure drive obt.l.inabla
Road lies between the mﬂroadRand at ‘;o sllsht expensel
the river. Above the Flat Rock e understand that the Universit:
Daw; i. e. for the greater part of the of Pennsylvania has under t\e:rmrlw.’;e1'112»r
whole digtance, t viver i3 full tion the huldmgo:rregams and inter-
breasted, and fms the characteristica te boat races on this stretch
of a charming lake. For this dis- oftharimaboveFlatRockDamin
tance the River Road is substantially of the old course in Fairmount
on the level with thermr,mdehu In case this plan should be
to it. Weﬂmshaye, ‘made to | 1 it will surely be up to the
<. ﬁwmhptochanhptbisshoraofthe
nd § Tiver. The shacks which now deface
dithe shore surely eannot be permit-
- f lan -tpqmm{ntnfmdthewwda'
and waterscape, to its value as ‘'Who gather to witness a boat raco.
“influence 1

",

. Here
good one, ready made, Until re-
! e Rxm Road has been un-
paved, and practically impassable
except during the summer season.

| We st Sldu

“Spring in Manayunk™ Is

Seene of Hillside Fami
Across the Schuyﬂuﬂ —ﬂi
Now Hangs in Metropoli-
tan Museum. New Yolﬂﬁz

Among the nine ca.nva.sses
Iy purchased by the -
Museur of New York, which
the subject of an edihm‘ia.l in

mentiotied in last week's isme |
The Suburban Press.
_The painting, s newspaper
production of which npﬁeaﬁed
ghe N%ka Times, of Sund

une 2 is apparently a view
West Manayunk, taken from m’
slde of the Ashland Heipghts seol

An unpaved road ascends uh
lefi.hand side of the pieture, wil
the dwellings ha‘rmgmeapmmxfc&'
of steps, spaced far aparf, while
along ihe top is another row' *dl
various-sized homes

The garden plots are large

|Tun up the steep hillside, and m
pailing

fenices are of the wood

style, In some of the gardens, the
earth has a freshly-turned appear-
ance, and in the foreground can be
seen & workman with a wheel-bars
row. Toddling in front of the bar-
Tow are three small children.

| «The shadows of the and
- su_bjpﬂh' N from Fha e

oy

New YorK Times "/26/”52-

This last year, however, the lower
lulf of this road has been paved, and
now have the wonderful possi-
llm{ies of this potential parkway
apparent.

,, what work is needed to con-

this road into a parkway drive?
matrép of land between the road
‘and the river varies in width, bui
roughout it is onlya:fmlyns.rrcw

to the river. It is already at-

: wooded at places through-
out This strip is, howevm:,

ﬂumsen time, marred by an a

"On the other side of the proposed
fi. e ilr:ad gide—for tam

ing in Mansyunk,” by Francis Speight, From the Milch
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INTERESTING HISTORICAL SKETCH
OF BRYN MAWR AND VICINITY

Few Communities More Closely Connected With Nation's
Early History—How Bryn Mawr Was Named and Facts
About Original Purchase of Lands by Roland Ellis, of
Wales— Entire Section Rich in Lore of Revolution.

By Gordon M. Burlingame

Few communilies are more closely
wonnected with the early history of
our nation than Bryn Mawr. Several

‘golumes could be filled with the ac-
febunts of the early setblers, their
drials and tribulations, but the pur-
pose of this article is to point out
‘places and ggople prominent in the
affairs of the country during its
emergence from n province of the
Crown of England to a State in the
‘United States; that period when this
sectlon was a veritable “No Man's
Land,” an area under cultivation by
-mce-lcwing. industrious members of
Soclety of Friends, beset by both
the British, who were at the time In
: wssion of Philadelphin, and- the
v nationalistic Colonials in pos-
session of the stern and forbidding
hills of Valley Forge.

But let us first consider the hame
of our town. “Bryn Mawr” was the
name of the farm near Dogelly,
Dyflrydan township, in Merioneth-
shire, Wales, on which was born Row-
land Elis, o minister among Friends.
Oze of the first purchasers of ground
in the new settlement in America, he
sent, in 1683, his farmer, Thomas
Owen, to have his land laid oub and
cultivation commenced. I'our years
jater Fifis first-arrived in this country
@mnd alter a short stay returned to
his npative: heath. We find that in
1696 he again left for the new world,
arriving  at Philadelphia in four
months—1607. He resided lor sev-
ergl vears in a little house, which
hiid been erected by Owen and in
1763 had hig holdings In this yieinity
surveyed. This survey disclosed thaf
‘he was the owner of about 800 acres
fwhilel lay north of what is now
Fknown as Bryn Mawr. About 1704 he
jerected a pretentlons two-story stone
anatision on his “Bryn Mawr” farm,
Uwhich is still standing, This dwell-
iAng s now occupied by Mrs. Ralph D.
Colton, the name of the farm having
heen changed to “Harriton” by an
owner subseguent in the title to Row-
land “Ellis,

In 1708 AMr. Ellis conveyed 300 acres
of his holdings to Rees Thomas and
William Lewis, who In 1717-9 said T00
weres, of which the 300 acres was a
part, and spparently “Bryn Mawr,”
which lay on what is now known as
E road or Roberts road, to Rich-
{mrd Harrison, of Herring Creek, in
iMaryland, whose second wife, Han-

a Friends' minister, was 4
ughter of Jgédsatésaac Norris and
‘granddaughter of Governor Thomas

. Harrison

[gf “the stations of the railroad for
plages in Wales from whence had
eome these pioneers. He gave to the
town, which at that time was called
“Humphreyville,” the name of Bryn
Mawr, and named Rosemoni after
the farm of the first setfler in that
‘wicinity, Rees Thomas. The Thomas
[farm is now occupied by the Misses
Ashbridge,

. Mr. Harrison's son-in-law, Charles
Thomson, well known as Secretary
of the Continental Congress, lved In
the stone house built by Rowland
Ellis, He was buried in the Harriton
Cemetery, a private cemetery which
stands in the woods In the refir of
the Lower Merion Baptist Church-
yard in 1824,

Mr. Charles Thomson was not only
Secretary of the Continental Con-
gress, but was in charge, as well, of
all of the foreign correspondence. He
was 3 member of the Pennsylvania
Assembly, a professor at what is now
known as the University of Pennsyl-
vania, an suthority on Indian affairs
and the first American translator of
the Bible from Greek into English.

In the nearby cemetery of the Bap-
tist Church, which ground was do-
nated by Charles Thomson, lie many

| heroes of the Revolution and a tablet
| ’has been recently erected at one cor-
ner of the cemetery in their honor.
There are sixieen descendants of Wil-
Iiam Penn the Foundémburied in the
yard as well a5 ma . -

g;ahegupeemmm It%foul be wor'
he while for Interested peopla to
browse around in this ancient and |

::Eg fﬁﬁﬁb ountry as the Welsh
__1n so fertile a country as i Velsh
[ Tract, lying as i di?betw'eeu- the:
contending armies during the Revolu-
‘tlop, its farmers did not escape the
forced levies of bolh the Americans
and the British, each side helping
itself freely to the goods and property
of the Friends. It im.s been said that
the British were more welcome to the
E'Jnods which they took, as they paid
cash whereas the American forces
peid only in notes or orders on a
treasurer who was usually unavail-
able when wanted. If is true that the
American forces were more severe
with the Quakers as several strict
orders emanated from Valley Forge,
aimed at the non-combatant farmers
who were accused of being Tories.
These poor pecple seem to have had
their troubles, for when one examines
the records of the various meetings
4t will be found that the British were
as prone to avoid payment for the
goods, which were commandeered, as
were the Colonials.
It is hard to imagine why the
Friends as a class were called Tories.

. 'They were not rabld partisans, it is
. |frue, but In their quiet and dignified

7 - favored the patriots
heir countrymen, 'The
their faith would

J one of the bloodiest

our classes each. The Com-

pany was composed of all Lowet
Merion men, with Lilewellyn Young,
captain; David Young, first lietten-
ant; Isaac  Williams, second leu-
tenant, and Willlam Addihi, e
Many of the young men forfeited
thelr membership in the Society In
order to bear arms for the new-
nation, but the older members of the
faith ohserved strict neutrality, ex-
cept when forced to provide food and
oLllwr b%hgat for either army.
n order to break up the prac

of the inhabitants of I;izl}e sect-i?m 521‘;?
Ing goods to the British, General
James Potter, of Northumberland
county; was ordered to the west side
of the Schuylkill to guard all roads
and waterways. In the early fall of
177 General Potter and his coms
mand was working back info the in-
terior of Chester county and was
encamped on what 1§ now the estate
of William H. Donner, in back of
Ithan, when word came to him of an
expected surprise attack by the Brit-
Ish on another American force. The
English commander of Philadeiphia
had heard fthat Washington was
ahoul to break camp at Whitemarsh.
Lord Cornwallis was dispatched early
on the morning of December 11, 1777,
with about 40080 men, to cross Lower
Merfon and turn the flank of the
American army which was axpected
to cross the river at Matson’s Fords
now Conshohocken . General Potter,
hearing of the British movement,
hastened to take up a position on the
“Harriton Farm.” at the time ‘owned
by Charles Thomson, sending forth
a few baitalions to engage the Brit-
Ish. The advance party of the Brit-
ish and the forces of General Potter
met at the Black Horse Tavern, lo=
cated at what is now Pifty-fourth
street and City Line avenue. Due to
the superior numbers of the British
foroe the American detachiment was
foroed to give ground and retreated
to the next rise of sround, wheys
they were reinforced by another baf-
-talion sent, by Potter, Apuin yielding
to the British fhey retreated {o the
next hill and so on from hill to hill
until the last stand was taken on the'
hill to the east of the Gulph Valley.
Here a terrific hand-to-hand att;
fiook place, which finally ended in the
rout of the Revolutionary forces aftes

.%ni Bt R :

meantime General Sullivan,
commanding the advance column of
the American Army had effected a
crossing at Matson’s Ford and was
proceeding up the valley toward what
s nq‘:ntéhe Junction of Mon

the American attack under the com-

mand of Potter hid in the hills until

\the strategic moment, when all Amer-
Jean advance forces under Sullivan
would be in tﬁe ggley.
took place itish light hoYrse
plunged down the sides of the hills
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he went out as far as Matson'’s

m%mhmfs

wl on the leﬂ; side of Haverf

[ Road just before one crosses the trol-

ey tracks when going loward

delphia, that livad ‘Samuel Hmnphrey

known as the Father of the American
: his tenure of

mamy. %ﬂh‘

the recent ba

Ithe day following ﬂ:e&eteatat]iran—
dywine: “Marched

y as

""recprded that on December 11,

refurned, passing the night.
Mansion House, |

Pickering in his Journal
tbemhvemem of Washington’s er;? |
to the Bchusdkﬂlll

order of mnmh to 'Bweﬁg’s Ford,"!
dated l-ﬁ Sep., was from same head-
s Pickering's Journal we h
s Jou we have
the further information that on Sun-
day, 14 Sep. “the army marched up
a few miles {from the old camp), and
're-crossed the Schuylkill at Lever-
ing’s Ford, the water being up to the
‘waist. We advanced about five or
| six miles that night.” This ford was
at.Green Lane, two miles above the
but according to histord

Sen,,
wrote a letter dated “at Buck 'I‘av-
ton has left. the cﬂ.t;;

themunimwm%'
chanaaetwr‘
Kaﬁunlmmawﬂdemestoa :

a
and crossed the
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St ruggle Wages
Betweqn Eottagers and
Occupants  Over %ﬂi

i

;s;)wns Hanlon's Islan@ﬁ' g

by Squatter

Precipitates Row Now on,

sers - Couple.

‘I}l ree ‘( CAars ;

By DOROTHY D. BARTLE™T !

Joseplt Hanlon defines an island
as & plece of land completely sur-
rounded by waler, trespassers and
trouble.

Mr. Hanlon. ought te know, for
he adopted an island in the Schuyl-
kill River two years ago.

But summet cottagers up along
"the Schuylkill mear Miguon in
Montgomery county say that Mr,
Hanlon's definition of an island—of
Hanlon's Island, at least—is all wet.
They declare (hat the true descrip-
Alon of a perfecily wild island on
which no one pays faxes and to
which no one holds a deed should
be: “A piecesol land completely sur-
rounded by water whose circular
shores offer hospitality to all and
exclusion to none.”

Thus beea Mr. Hanloa, =
plumber by trade and a fighter by
inclination, and the summer cot-
tagers at Miquon cannot agree on
the characler of “Hanlon's Island”
war has been declared between
‘them. Mr. Hanlon’s allies are his
wife and his lawyer. The summer
eottagers clalm for their side camp-
ers and would-be picnickers on the
jsland and their latest recruit of
all, a colored policeman from Lower
Merion townghip,

Campers Resent Innovation

A long time ago fthe then un-
named island across from the Read-
ins 'Raﬂrmd. tracks on fhe Lower

m township side of the river |

'ﬂ;s n free-for-all for all comers.
Then one day the lonely wilder-
ness  of the liffle strip of ‘lam!

vmmannnslﬁmbrtheﬂm:

-amh:end’of- the island. Some read:
“Hanlon’s Jsland, No ‘Trespassing,
By Act of 11905, Others announc-
ed: “Hanlon’s Island, Private
Property—Keep Off."

No one lived on the Islnnd but

ersiwhile campers began to tell
tales of seeing & mean aAnd woman
in angry mood every -time they
‘soushf to iie a boab or step a bare
ioot on the island. Apparenfly the
Hanlons were oui fo see that the
signs were obeyed,
., “Who are these Hanlons?” the
|question round about began to be
asked. “Why we've been camping
‘on that island for 20 years before
[these_ Hanlons ever came around
|here. What right hayve they fo tell
us to keep off of an island that be-
longs Lo nobody?"

“And Then the War Began”
| And then the- war begin. Real
‘bullets started this fight, Hanlon
claims. Real rifles and brick bats
bave been brandished in the fray,
the summer collagers declare.

The whole affair started salmost
three years ago. Hanlon pnd his
wile, May, decided they could no
longer stand the summer heal in
the city, 80 they sought a tiny
coltage up along the Schuylkill and
left their winter home at 5203 N, |
3rd si. each spring. ‘They enjoved
their fronf Iawn overiooking the al-
ternately muddy and clear walers
of the placid river immensely until
things began to happen on the fa~
land that lay directly across from
their cotiage more than half way
to the olber side of the river. |

Though warned Lhat a reception
af the Hanlon front door would be
cold and possibly accompanied by »
shotgun ghow, ¢ ia interviewer toolk
|| cotrage in hand yesterday and in-
vaded the property owned by Mr.
and Mrs, Hanlon, e welcome was
most cordial and hatb husband and

wife seemed eager to tell their ver-
sian of the island sagn. i

Hanlons Describe “First Shot"

*“T was sitting right here on our
front lawn one afternoon when a
| bullet coming directly from the is-
land across the way whizmed past
my ear,"” said Mrs. Hanlon. “I was
! ferribly frightened, for that was not
| the first time that bullets had land-
led in our front lawn from the di-
rectmn of the island.

“My husband and I had been
annoyed by the rowdiness of crowda-.
| on that iziand for the previous two
summers, A very low class otmq
ple woiilld comes up there i
days and freguently both boys and
girls would run up and down its
shores wearing absolutely no cloth-

“Until &1l hmu-s of the night camp-
ers and plenickers sang and shouted
| over there. But when these people
| began to fire shots at random that
80 narrowly missed hlttinu me il
was time to do something."

“¥es, and I decided 1o do "
‘Here Mr. Hanlon fook up his wife's

' _-5_ " Efforts at Order Fail
Al ._b_tothe mmt Park

;'t& hm%

Isianid dnd see that the right

of people were allowsd to go thes
and that the wro nd were ker

| away. Neither the Park Guards nor
the police lisiened to me.

“I then went to my lawyer. He
asked me who owned the island. T
went to Norristown fo look up the
records. I had the records in Har-
rishurg investigated. I had several
| searches made and no owner cotld
be found.

“I went to a great deal of ex-
pense to find the owner, but the
conclusion my attorney and I came
to was that thizs was wild land
stubject to the law of 1805 which
savs that a person who keeps a bit
of unowned land clear for 21 years
and puts up signs warning off ires-
anrs and announcing inten~

ion of ftaking over the island may
clalm possession of it legally: atter
21 years.

Sets Up Claim to Island

"Two years ago I decided that
in the Interest of our personal
zafety I would claim the island, 1
had signs made and puf them up.
Everyone of an antagonistic dispo-
sition, myv wife and I rowed over tol
the igland and asked to leave. Per-
sons of peageful disposition who did
not harm the birds or destroy Lhe
underbrish there we have neyer
driwn off. We certainly have never
iuged =ither guns or brickbats to
drive people away with. That is just
some of the gossip that seems to
have grown up around here about‘
us.

“Nobody ever wanted that island |
unti! we decided to claim it, Wel
are. claiming it sccording to pro-
visions of the law and oniv after we
could not get the police to protect
5"

Mr. Hanlon says that the first
!)ohce recognition of “Hanlon’s Is-
and” came two weeks sgo when
Charles Hall, a colored policeman
from the Lower Merion ftownship
station, and several small boys, an-
chiored & motorboat just off the is-
land and then jumped out and beat
through the thick bushes, :

Arrest  Policeman as Tmm

Mrs, Hanlon watched the proce-
dure, became alarmed for the safe-
ty of the hirds she is raising on the |
island, gol out the family rowb
and went over, She and Hall ha
an altercation which resulted in
Hall subsequently being arvested -as
a4 trespasser on the island end
being forced to pay a $10 fine a.nd‘
costs. Hall had engaged an attor- |
n&v and zays he will appeal his

Wearegla.do{thzstestmaehe-
cause now once and for ail our po-
sition toward this fsland will be
made clear,” said Hanlon. “The po-
loeman was very surly and ques-
tioned our right to the island. If
he appeals if, our right to take
up land that nobody owns will be
proved in court, we firmly believe

and our attorney assures us.”

I Summer Cottagers Skeplical

But summer gottagers in that
vieinity belisve Hanlon to be a bet-
ter business man than he'lets on,
They smile when told that the
Hunlon defense concerning the ia-
land is one of personal protection,

William Blick, chalrman of the
house committee of the Pmmae;l«-.
phia Swimning Ulub. when infer~
vmwad in the Insignia of 1

‘%:B
e St Wiagabnan
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ISLAND GADOPTION” STARTS SUMMER COLONY WAR
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_:fﬁew ia piauxel; mmer : - ;
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"hydlmappimgtn"wﬂdland.” Summer colonists want:
fish and camp there. The Hanlons say “no" They expest

e mm “no” for 21 years, to patrol the island, plant H
thcrc, and at the end of that time the land
siq’gﬂlg be theirs, they say. Below is Mrs. Hanlon in the
i ’w!mfh the Hanlons visit the island daily to clear out
and keep away “undesirables.” Their watchdog, Jake,
with his master beside one of the signs which have

summer campers so much consternation.
1
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2150 hmom-m And the day be-

. ;mnekmﬂnhmuhe wrote

“lan aricie agamnst slavery,

Sucn  Was  Benjel i ";adnk.ubn'

whouse birunday was otservy ¥

uxunkma people laks Tuesdiy,
M.ﬁ‘

o Pras T
Irish Poet Is
Recalled By
Birthday’

Thomas Moore Liked the
Old Quaker City

of America

HERE TEN DAYS

Penned Songs of the Schuyl:
kill After His De- ,
parture ;

Saturday will be the hundred and'
fifty-third anniversary of the birth
of Thomas Moore, that strangalyl
brilliant ecreature «who, born in i
Dublin grocery store, lived to walk
with Kings to rival the fame of|
Byron and Shelley and to die at!
last, insane, obseure and poor, I_Iﬂ
is not easy today to understand th;eg
reputation which Moore enjoyed
among his contemporaries: the
“Irish Melodies” are charming and’
musical enough, but they are not[
great poetry. Moore was & man of |
varied attainments, howaver, whose,
voice was as lovely as his music,
whose wit redeemed his sentiment,

and he was n member of that magic
| leirele which included Byron, Sher-
idan, Rogers and Campbell. He de-
serves the notice of posterity.
‘Especially is he deserving of tha
notice of Philadelphia, for, after a'
ur of this country which’ inc!ud-:l
' as New York, Wesg;

ment upon them: “Though m»
/dence might have dictated gentler
language, truth, I fear;, would have
justified severer.”

| Americans of that dayweperﬁ
(haps afraid of Thomas Moore. He
'nad been described by Jeffrey, the
famous critic of the Edinburg Re-
view, as “the most licentious of
modern verifiers. and the most po-
etical of those who, in our time,

have devoted their lalents to uw
propagation of immorality.” Jeff-
rey, as it happened, lived to repent
of his hasty judement and certain-

ly Moore’s gentle verse seems in-
nocent enough today. But the Scﬁt.
tish reviewer, no doubt, was of mcimt.
help to the poet'a reputation on this,
sitde of the Atlantie;

In Philadelphia, at any rate, he
was lionized to his heart’s content.
He spent ten days in the eity, and
every evening would repair to
isome or other fashionable drawing-
room where the center of an appre-
clative throng, he would drink and
crack jokes, read his own poeiry
and sing his own songs, Wher he
'left he wrote the lyric, “Alone by
|the Schuylkill a Wanderer Roved,”
|which contained, among others, tbh
ilnt.rigning Stanza:

The stranger is gone—but he will
! not forgeg
Whmathmheshnllta.lkotthe
toils he has known:
To tell, with a sigh, what enﬂear—
: 'ments he met
As he strayed by the wave of thu
Schuylkill alone.

The inspiration of these lines was
a certain Mrs, Joseph Hopking, the
wife of a Philadelphia journalist of
ronsiderable repute. And fo M,
Hopkins belongs o great deal of
the eredit for the pleasant thmss’
Moore found to say of Philadelphia,
While she was listenivg to him
sing one of his own melodms she -
burst into tears. This was altogether
bap much for the poet, who could
never resist beauty in distress, leas
of all when it was in distress Wﬁ'
his own poetry. He was mmpsneﬁ
to celebrate the occasion with some
verses. It was just the sort of thing
that he had crossed oceans to find
and of which he had felt himself 50
grievously cheated in the rest of Lhe
United States.
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Showing the high water mark of
the Schuylkill at the foot of Mid-
vale uvenue, on Thursday morning

of last week, when the rising
witters put a hall to traffic on the
Easl River Drive and caused mueh
damage to mills and other pron-
erties along the banks of the
nsuslly tranguil siream.

Rain Causes
Schuylkill
To Overflow

#0ld Man River” Rises to
* Show His Might
Over Man

PLENTY OF DAMAGE

PRT Company Establishes
Temporary Bus Liue
to Manayunk

Residents of Roxbogough, Mana-
yunk, Wissahickon, East Falls _and
West Manayunk gpent last weekend
in repairing some of the damazs
calised by the worst rain and wined -
storm which has assalled this sec-
tiom in 31 years. /
" The Schuylkill river, rising at t.he;
sute of several inches an hour ecrly,
Inst Thursday morning, following:
{liree daye of contintous rain, pyer
s iba panks and caused

of dollars of loss, Hun-
ed of thet

135

borowgh and West Mabayunk was
[Taid flaf, Electric light service waa
interrupted early on  Wednesday
’_,'e'veninz at various places. Thous-
mnds of phones were put out of ser-
vice temporarily,

Trees in Fairmount Park were!
prey to the wind and rain and feit
the fury of a storm for the third,
time this vear, That part of the
‘Fast River Drive ahove Strawberry
Mansion was roped off after several
trees fell across it making (ravel
impossible.
 The river and the canal at Mann-
yunk were one stream, old-timers
recalling the last fime such an oe-
currence took place, in  February
1902, and other previous highwater
dales. Nixon streel was {lpoded for
about half a mile, down to Lever-
ington avenud, Employees of the
mills on Veniee Island were for a
time forced to take rowboats it
resch their work. Motor cars wert
submerged in the torrent.

On the west side of the Schuyl-
kill the sgmé conditions prevailed
Residents of Rayper's Row. fled tc
safety as the first floors of their
homes were fldoded, Mrs. Clara |
Rudolph, who lives in the old Ru-
dolph Mansion at the west end of
the Green lane bridge, Insisted on
remaining in her home, where she
had carried everything of value to
the upper floors. Neighbors in a
tow of houses nearby left when
danger threatened,

Main street, Manayunk, was cov-
ered with water, from Shur's lane to
the Pencoyd bridge. Two street cars
were abandoned by their crews ab
‘Main and Pensdale streets, on Wed.
nesday evening, and the PRT Com-
pany immediately instituled & shut-
‘tle bus service to Ridge and Mid-
'vale avenues, which was as far as
the Route 61 cars were able to pro-
‘eeed towards Manayunk. The busses
iran  ‘Wednesday night, all day
Thursday 'and [Friday, belore
street car service was  resumed,
The route taken by these
busses was [ rom Main street
and Leveripgton avenue, south on
Main to Pensdale street, east 1o
Cresson, soulh on Cresson to Se-
‘ville slreet, east to Terrace streel,
'south on Terrace street to Ridget
‘avenue, and thence to Midvale ave-
nue, where emergency (ransfers
|were given to the passengers who
i;l&slred to proceed inlo the eity cen-

re,

At Wissahickon Creek, during the:
height of the flood, no dam was
visible at Ridge avenue, the water
flowing on a stralght line under the
Ridge avenue bridge, which it bare-
ly cleared, The old Slate in
‘Sehuylkill fish house, better known
as Colony Castle was flooded above
lthe first floor, and many boats tied
up at the landings were endangered,
‘Water covered the triangular park
‘area at the confluence of the Wissa-
hickon Creek and the Schuylkill.

On Wednesday afternoon of last
week, an electric wire fell across
Ridge avenue, above Port Royal
avenue, and police detoured motor-
ists around the break, over Port
Royal avenue, to a dirt road west of|
Ridge avenue, and thence to Mana-
‘tawna avenue. Several heavy la-

| o

ed causing much confusion and de«

ved fto be the great attraction for
sightseers after the fury of the
storm had abated. All day Thurs-
day and on Friday, crowds viewed
the swollen stream. Early on Thurs-
day morning hundreds of huge
metal casks floated down in the
swift current, as well as many feet
of new lumber and other debris, At
Flat' Rock dam thers was 9 feet 8
inches of water going over the falls,
with sbout four A. M. the water
started to recede. The rush became
so strong when it was at its height,
that it was necessary to shut

the hydro-electric plant at 1=
yunk, Salvagers of wood and other
flotsan were lowered on boatswain's
chairs from thé concrete bridge al
Green lane, in an atiempt to save
some of the wood and ofher valu-
ahles, 2

At Midvale avenue, the East
Falls office of the Commereial Na-
tional Bank, fell victim to the ris-
ing river, when the basement of the
building was flooded, eausing much
damage. William M. Turner, under-
takes, was one of many who hurried
to their garages along the River
Drive, in the early morning to re-
move their automobiles and other
property, temporarily parking their
cats on high ground.Charles H. Mc-
Tlvaine, another undertaker was nog
{so fortunate and suffered much
property damage when the base-
‘ment. of his place of business filled |
with water.

The highwater mark at Midvale
avenue, which was a record one for
31 years, made old residents reeall
‘the freshet flood of February 1903,
(when ice was thrown up on Ridge
‘avenue, and Michael Igoe mef his
ideath at Ferry road. On that. og<

casion, all of the Igoe family excep
the father, who could not be in:
duced to lesve his home, was Shels
tered by Charles Dgetriey, who atill
resides tiear the scene of the sad oc-
eurrence, The 1002 storm stavted on
Pebrupry 28th, s Friday morni %
with a slow drizzle, after a long col
spell. Shortly before 1 P, M. clouds
|rolled up and thunder and lghtning
came to signify & change in the
weather conditions and the air be-
came warm. Then came & veritable
cloudburst, and about six o'clock
the river began to rise. At midnighi
the Schuylkid had swollen to dan-
gercus proportions and the ice be-
gan to break. The water reached its
limits between 1 and 2 o'clock on
Saturday March lst, after which
the day broke bright and clear, and
the river subsided, leaving cakes ©
fce more than a foot thick,
maiy of six and eght foot lengihs
seattered all over the banks of the
stream, the East River Drive, and

up Midvale avenue as far as Ridge
avenue, | ; \
Due to the traffic being blocked
by the flood &t various places,
policemen had their work cut oub
|for them in rerouting motor cars
and ofther vehicles. A  sergeant|
was in charge of the men al Ridge
and Midyale avenues, and divected
il I of ears enroule along

ide’ streets, and)

G2
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Mr, and Mys. Raymond ‘Riglee,
and t.hei:r two children, and Mrs,
Elizabetn Kennedy and her three
children, from among the West
Maneyunk families which were
forced to flee from their River
Road homes, slept in the head-
quarters of the West Manayunk
Fire Company for at least one
night. The Miles' Lumber yard
in West Manayunk was flooded, as
was also the Glen Willow ym‘ﬂ.
where {he horses were taken io
safety;

False reéports were circulated
eoncerning the bursting of a. dam
‘at Reading, Pa

A large number of the Manayunk
mills suffered damages that will
run into hundreds of thousands of
dollars. Somie of the planis, which
were Idle, had epgines, moters,
bollers, and other machinery bur-
led under mud. It is reported that
two of the factories narrowly es-|
caped having  boller explosions,
when the jackets of lhe devices
cracked from the rush of cold

ToHaveBld
Birthday

Winfie! * 8. Guiles, Flat Rock
Riverman, Has Been on

Job 71 Years ' .
“ SLEEPLESS WONDER ”

Is Weather Forecaster For
State and Federal
Bureaus

Captain Wintield Scott Chulles,
‘Manayunk’s #sleepless  wonder,”
whom three generations of boat-
nien tried fnntless,ly to cateh nod-
ding, and tends the lock at Flat

Dam, Shawmont, will ob-

water.

Among the mills affected by the
flood were: The Contailner Corp-
[oration, Dl & Collins, the Dohson
Estate, Collins & Alkman, William |
Spink & Co., National Milling
Company, Simisters Mills, the Na-
‘tional Waste Company. Hydro
iBlectric. plant, Joseph  Adams
Company, Charles Lachman,
‘George Davis & Co., Charles Me-
Dowell, Pilgrim Laundry. Scho-
field’s Mill, Krooks Mills, William

k & Company, (lower mill},
Sykes Brothers, Platt Bmhhersﬁ
Hardwick & Maxee and the Wissa-
hickon Plush Mﬂls

At the old Hey mill, which is
partly demollshed, fhiud covered '
Main strect for a depth of four or
five feet, a steam shovel being ve- !
qiired to remove the deposit in
order to permit the trolley cars to
resume rnning on the!r regular

schedules.

aem ‘his 8lst b!rthdn:.ﬂ anniver-
sary next Wewnesday., He ‘has
been tender st Flat Rock for fifty
years.

I "mthisvalleyyougettosm
more, staying in one place, than
some others do traveling around|
a].lthetime.andlletoneo!the'
young fellows do the running now.
He’s only been here forty years”
he said last week.

Although he is 80 and has work-
ed for the Schuylkill Navigation
Company for 71 years, starting
‘when he was 10, Captain Guiles
|has repented of annual threats
that he might Tetire, he said,

“1 thought I was going to, ten
years ago, and t‘even bullt a little
‘bungalow over here so I could be
alone,” he said. “Ovyer here" was
beaide tne river. near his lock,
where he ‘could hear the water

 few yards from the
iich he lives with the
fnmily 01.' a ﬁon. His empioyars,

Will Mark
The Death of
Lafayette

Wissahickon Valley Histori-
cal Society to TIssue
Cachet on May 20th

FITTING OCCASION

Envelopes Will Bear Post-
mark of Lafavette Hill
:'Postoﬂicv__e

age his ga]la.nt. Ia&ber died upon
the battlefleld of Minden. At 13,
his mother died, leaving him a
\great fortune, At 16 years he mar-
|ried the daughter of one of the
noblest families of France. At 19

years he was a captain of dragoons
lnthel?mnc garrison at Metz. It
was there, at an entertainment giv-
en by the commandant in honor of
@ visit of the English king's hrothq]
er, that Lafayette learned of
Congress of Rebels at Philadelphia/
having issued s Deelaration of In-
dependence, Before he slumbered
he had resolved to devote his life!
and fortune to the cause of the
Unlted States.

After a stormy voyage of two.
months he landed at Georgetown,
now part of the District of Colum-
bia, and from there journeyed to
Phi]zdclphm to meet the Conti-
neéntal Congress,

He was 19 years of age, tall, slim,/
red haired, not able to speak any-|
thing but his native tﬂng'ue and,
‘broken English, when he was cold~
ly received by Congress, but the
members of this body soon warmedi

the Frenchman when he asked

:t.he privilege of joining the Ame;rl-|

(ean forces as a volmt.eex ‘without
command, and without pa; |

[ On July 31st, 1777, his servlces.

\were accepted and Congress gave
'him the rank of Major General of
the United Staies. Next day h&l
mef George Washington, who
completely won by his engnglnﬂ
character.

Lafayette joined the American
forces, on ils march from Coryell’s
Ferry, to the encampment wmeh
was established in Philadelphia, :m'
the site of the Queen Lane Fﬂtra.}
tion plant, at Queen lane and Fox
‘gtreet, just prior to the Battle of
andyvtdna. It was at this eamy-&
site that the Frenchman first view-
ed the American forees, on dress
parade. He made his headquarters
iin the liftle house of ‘Benjamin
Morgan, which once stood at what
is now the corner of Coulter and
MeMichael streets,

Lafayeite was wounded in his
first battle—that at Brandywine—
and had to be carried from the
field, as the army retreated up the.
Schuylkill river, |
| His deeds at Barren Hill, the post
office of which very appmhtely
enough bears the name “Lafayette
Hill" are well known to historians
of this vicinity.
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nniversary of Deat
~ Lafayette Being Observed

Patriotic Organizations Unite in Observances Honoring
Gallant Frenchman Who Lent His Aid

to American Colonists

 Nineteen patriotic, military and |
| Franco-American groups in Phila-
‘delphia, plus a delegation from the
‘French and th‘:.ory Departments
lof the University of Pennsylvania,
(umited last night to pay Ulribute to
General TLafayelte on the eve of
the 100th anniversary of the death
'of the gallant Frenchman, whtch
|falls next Sunday.
. The prineipal speaker at the
dinner held at the Bellevue-Strat-
ford at 780 o'clock, was M, Andre]
de Laboulaye, French Ambassador
to the United States. .
.~ The anniversary will also be
celebrated with a service in St
Peter's Lutheran Church at Bar-
ren Hill, Montgomery county, at
730 P. M. next Sunday, under the
‘auspices of the Palriotic Order of|
the Sons of America.
~ Orrin E. Boyle, past muonal
, and director of the Min-
‘uteMen.P.O S. of A, will be the |
chief speaker. The Monfgomery
wunty members of the organiza-
tion will be in charge of the ser-
vice, Lafayetie Hill is the name of
the Postoffice at Barren Hill
Camp No. 50 placed a marker af
‘the church a number of years ago.
‘designating the spot where Gener-
‘al Lafayette and his men cnmped
(during the Revolution.

Lafayette was born  Seplember
'B!ih 17547, about 200 miles south of
Paris, France, When two years of
age hig gallant father died upon
{the M-tﬂﬁﬁﬁl.sl. of Minden, Af 13,
‘his mother died, leaving him a
real fortune. 41 16 years he mar-
xied the daughter of one of the
wablc&t familics of France, Al 18
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wete accepted nnd Congress g-ave|

:him the rank of Major General of
the Uniled States. Next day he

met George Washington who was
completely won by his engaging
character,

Lafayette joined the American
forees, on its march from Coryell’s
- Ferry, to the encampment which
was established in Philadelphia, on
the sile of the Queen TLans Pilira-
tion plant, at Queen lane and Fox
stmet just prior to the Battle df

Brandywine, It was &t this camp-
sit.e that the Frenchman first
viewed the American forces, on
dress parade. He made his head-
quarters in the little house of
Benjamin Morgan, which once
stood at what is now the cortier of
| Coulter and McMichael streets, |

| Lafayette was wounded ‘i his
i first battle—that at Brandywine—
and had to be carried from the
| field, as the army retreated up the
'Schuylkill river.

His deeds at Barren Hill, the post
office of which very appropriately

enough bears the name “Lafayetie
Hill” are well known to historians
of this vicinity. Sent by Washing-|
ton, from Valley Forge fo recon=
noiter the mvements of the Brit-
ish, who were then in Philadelphia,
the march of the Frenchman and
his mixed American and Indian

troops was made known by Tory

‘ inhabitants to the British, who

contemplated his capbure and what

can ecause would mean, with greal
elee,

However, the gallant Lafayette,
by a ruse, at St. Peter's Lutheran
Church, oulwitted his enemy, and
retreated down a sunken road—
which iz now Conshohocken, cross-
ed the Schuylkill and returned
safely to Valley Forge with every
man and gun safe

A cachet- will be issued by the
| Wissahickon Valley Historieal So-
|ciety, from Lafavette Hill to mark
Lafavette’s death, picturing the
Lafavette Monument at Barren
Hill, and bearing the Lafayette
H.ﬂl postmark.

such an occurence to the Ameris

‘streams of the Mississippi WValley
and Maine

Only Fresh-Water Collection
Was Obtained Feom Mus-
sels in Upper Tributaries
of Local Stream.—On Dis-
play at Academy.

Those whose birthdays are in
June should get g speeial thrill
this year in the eollection of pen.r]u|
Ioaned to the Academy of Natural
Sclences, 18th. streel and the Park-~
way, and placed on exhibit last
Friday.

Romaniic souls associate pearls|
with the South Seas and native
deep-sea divers.

The source of this colleetion is
the conl-mining country of Penn-|
sylvania slong the upper Schuylkill
River.

It was made by Frank M. Ebert,
who for 40 years fished the small
riyulets near Tamagua for the
pearl-bearing mussel. Counting seed
pearls, there are mote than 100 in
the collectibng

“The last pear]l was found in the
Bchuylkill about 12 years, ago”
sald Samuel G. Gordon, associale
curator of mineralogy at the
Academy. “The mussels have been
exhausted and the streams polluted.

“When this collection is gone we

'will never be able to get another,
These ' pearls are as exiinct as the
passenger pigeon and, should be
preserved in the mussum.
. “Although pearls were rather
‘more scarce in Pennsylvania than
gome other states, this is the only
known collection of fresh-water
pearls,”

Fresh-water pearls show a great-
er variety and intensity of color
than Oriental ones and somewhat
less lustre. They are pink, mauve;|
dark blue; black and white. v
enough, while Oriental pearls have
always beew highly valued in Am-
erica, our fresh-water pearls were
*’.h!pped to Furcpe. where they|
brouzht high prices.

Besides Pennsylvania and New
Jersey, sources have been  ithe

The original pearl fisheries inthe
Schuylkill date from half a cenmry‘
ago, when the pearls were securad
by farmers who used the mussef
shells in removing hair from the
hides of slaughtered pigs.

P S e S

Fishérman sold the pearls for &
tew dollars—or & few cenis. A
Schuylkill River marl ‘purchased
“for 50 cexnts was later sold in Phila-
delphia for $195 and with a slight
mounting was ultimately sold i
$1,600.

You may search until you grow
blind for pearls in Cape May salfs,
Lyon Havens ut'qasuéi‘: ysters, b




' HAROLD POOLE

Afguon artist and scientist shown with one of the many rare  geological
Wt‘dnmmi Ty nis unbigue “one-man museam”™
omqe-._ While searching for Specimens in the Miunon woods, Mr, Poble dis-
}ppt‘end relles of a crude Indisn workshop, where redskins fachioned deadly
atvow=heads of fint.  The discovery is attructing wide attentlon in seientifie

wdretes,

adjascent to the Miguon post

- Remains of Ancient Indian
- Workshop F ound at Miquon

l Romains of an  ancient -Indian
mrkahnp have been discovered rm'
u wooded promontory at Mtqnon. a

- dista.me from the Schuylkiil

i, Ema remsuon has just been
Fthade by Harold Poole, Miguon

., orealor of the unique,
Sgpne-man geologic museum,” and
jone-of the tcunders of the Con-~

1 beague.

© The workshop was dtkeavmaﬂ ae-
pidentally, as the geolggist trod an
ed section of woods in

ch of geologic spécimens Dm

15 nf trinngulq pﬁaaas
{ undom;
ﬁed and not nat.ure.
bo t s of the site of

' lma-mo “arrow-head labora-

of making by the Wagner In-
ltute of Science, Philadelphia,
-‘ﬁie n&mmnues ni*

d as arrow-heads in the ;m:s:1 b

L — e

‘poitits out has been seooped out: hy
‘human hands, Those hands, Poole
further states, were undoubtedly
[red-skinned, Regords of the coun-
try apoul this section show that|
jthis high-set piece of forest land
|was never used for any formal pur-
‘pose by white man.

The hollowed-ont section is sit-
uated by the sidé of a generous
strata of quarts, the stone used by
the Tndisns of the eastern part of
America 1o fashion their deadly

arrow-heads. ‘The strata runs
frem Ridge pike east to Schuylkill!
River. f

In the hollow are huge chunks of
the stone, broken off from the main
vein by frost action.

Digging in the hollow brought
to the surface hundreds of the

three-pointed  pieces’ of quartz
some of them already [ashioned
inte arrow-hends. Poole points out

all bearing the same sha;pe
n, could not happen in
iartz 18 listed as fourth

t;:epmmslnn of quartz frag-|

hardness, and
mziﬁm whenl.

t-ha op.’u:ion that deer~hm-n, press-|
ed hard against it, might have been
sueceseful in shaping it.
| Oceasionally among the triangu-
lar pieces, oceurs a fatter, thinner
piece, which it is believed were
“scrapers,” used to serape animal
skins clean of hair. Rounded bird-
barbs, used to bring down a fAying
wood denizen, are also ineluded in
the find,

Some of the arrow-head pieces
appear Lo have been cast aside as

.{they were almost finished. Goma

on Flat-Foot, your venisen’s ready,”
and for%ab all ghout the lethal in-
strument he was fashioning, '

A startling anachronism in  the
T O B
that they didn’t have the sa.me]
trouble with the
\ystem: that we experience,” Poo!n
‘m&ed

| The discovery of the Indian work-
shop is attracting wide atfention
among geologists, archeologisis and
|thoge interested in the study of
Indian lore. A number of scientific
groups have already made a pil-
grimage to the site.

The latter waaatmet&mepart
of the hizhest areas of land in the
east, and originally just as high as
the Rocky Mountains, but now
worny down lo ils present altitude
by the grind of the clements..

Mr. Poole is a graduate of the
Wagner Institute of Art, has fre-
guently lectured on geological mat-
ters, and is now engaged In highly
speclalizéd researeh work for the
geological department of Princeton|
University.

His museum. in t.heyardafhin
home, perhaps the smallest mu-
setm  extant, bul rich in t.rea.stma
is his own handlwork. built
might and on holidays, afler ﬁe
was fnished his regular fob in the
_Riw-raide Baper Mills, adjacent.

i 'I‘hisism-zorthemo‘stlnw
ing geological sections in Ameriea,

Poole stated, “We are in the heart
of one of the most i -




hiladelphia
Was Liked by

i

Tmn M.O‘-(f) 1‘ e

Great Irish Poet Admire

People Who Lived in
This Part of America

PENNED THOUGHT

While Here He Often Too
Hikes Along the Banks
of the Schuylkill

‘Thotnas Moore, the genfal Irish
: born in

joet and humorist, was j
Niblin, on the 28th of May 177

4

¥

L

9.

i 1703, the British Parliament

having opened the
college, and soon
himself by his
ments, In 1799 he

e unimwttg'
|Gatholics, young Meore was sent U
il

d

classical attain-
procéeded to l

London, to study law in the Middle
Temple, and publish by subseription
'a Translation of the Anacreon. The

atter appeared in the tol'lbwh'l:s

'year, dedicated to the Prince
Wales, At

a subseguent period

Moore was among the keenest sa- |

‘tirists of this prince

On a visit to America MocTe Was,

greatly impressed with

Philadel-

phia and the hospitality of Phila<
jelphians, and several of his poems
refer to this section of the country.

‘One of the longest and best was;
‘entitled “To the Honourable W. R.
Spencer,” and wad wrilten from the
viginity of Lake Erie, after Moore

] lef; Philadelphia.
half of il reads:
“Yet, yet forglve me, O you
bacred few!
Whom late by Delaware's green
[ banks I knew;

Whom, known and loved
through many a social eve
"Twas bliss to live with, and

'‘twas pain to leave!
Less dearly welcome were the
lines of lore
The exile saw upon the sandy
shore,
When his lone heart but faintly
| hoped to find
One print of man, cne blessed
stamp of mind!
Less dearly welcome than the
liberal zeal,
The strength o reason and the
warmth to feel,
The manly polish and the il-
Jumed taste,
Which, 'mid the melancholy,
heartless waste
M}- :‘olﬁt hag wandered, O sacred
{ch'8

T found by Delaware's green

I banks with you. .
‘Long may you hate the Gallle

b oruns Y

The last

|

 These fields of freedom, wacre
41 yhue Eites wate Brh,
~Oh! if America can yet be

m"r

If neither chained by choice,
nor damni'ed by fate

To the mob-mania which im-
brutes her now,

She yei can raise the bright
_ temperate brow

Of single majesty, can grandly
place

voAn empire’s pillar upon free-
base

dom’s '

Nor' fear the mighty shaft will
feebler prove

For the [air capllal that tow-
ers abovel—

If yet, released from gall tha{
vulgar throng,

So vain of dullness
pleased with wrong,

Whao hourly feach her, lke
themselves, to hide

apd ' 8O

| Folly in froth, and barrenness

in pride,

Bhe yel can raise, can wreathe
the Attic charms

Of soft refinement round the
pomp of arms,

And see her poets flash the

fires of sONg,

To light her warriors thunder-

belts along!— !

It is to you, to souls that fa-
vouring Heavens = .
Has made like yours, the glori-

ous task is given.
Oh! but for such, Celumbia's
 days were done;
Rank without ripeness, quick-
_en'd without sum,
Crude at the surface, rvotten

_ at the core, !
Her fruits would fall, before hiet

spring were o'er.
Believe me, Bpencer, while I

happy evenings few,

8o warm with hearl, so rich
with mind they flew,

That my full soul forgot its
wish to toam,

And rested there, as in a dream
of home!

And looks I met, like looks T
loved before,

And voices tco, which as they

trembled o'er

The chord of memory, found
full many a tone

Of kindness there in concord
with their ownl

Oh! we had nights of that com-
miunion free,

That flush of heart, which I

have known with thee

So oft, so warmly; nights of
mirth -and mind, _

Of whims that taught, and fol-
__lies that refined! s

When shall  we _h_othudpmew-

To the pure feast and intellee-

tual board, /

Shall T onee mare enjoy with
Lhine

1 :Ef,mr’ Pt these
for England—oh! th
mwenry feet =
ve many a mile fo journe:
Mnare we meeb!” J
oore's residence was in a
tage in Wiltshire, but he was ;:grt;
often in Lendon; in those gay and
brilliant eircles which he enriched
with his wit and genius. He died
on February 26th 1852. Moore left
bebind him copious memoirs, jour-
nals, and corre ce, but none
more interesting to Philadelphians
the three or four poems which ap-
ply distinetly to this locality,

o7
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Schuylkill Valley Naturalist
r*\Gamed World-Wide Fame

John James Audubon Established Everlasting Renown
Through His Study of the Birds of America

"I'he catbird sings & crooked
' 50‘“3.

. In minors that are flat,
And when he can't control his

voice, ,
" He mews just like a cat,

Then nods his héad and whisks
his tail
And lets it go at that.”

And the amateur naturalist who,

visits the Wissahickon woods knows
that this is true, as well as many
other interesting tales concerhing
the bird-life in this vieinity. For
Wissahickon, for some reason
lown alone to the feathered crea-
tures themselves, has become a
sort of an unofficial bird sanctu-
ary. The woodland songsters seem
to: know that that few humans, if

y, will hurt them in this region.

t is a curlous fact that the au-

. thors of the two greatest works on
ornithology preduced in America,
John James Audubon and Alex-
ander Wilson, were bothr inspired
by what they found along the
Schuylkill river and its tributaries.

Not much wonder in that when
cne considers that birds, like civiliz-
ed human beings and red Indians
thrive best in the lowlands where
food is most plentiful. When man
visits the top of lofty mountains
with woodlands in all directions, he
is astongshed to see and hear fewer
birds than he encounters wheve
people dwell, i

Audubon’s father, a former
French naval officer came to reside
in Philadelphia, and purchased the
place known as the Audubon farm
of 280 acres along the Perkiomen
Creek, at its confluence with the
Schuylkill,. The future naturalist
was then nineteen years of age, and
it was the year that George Wash-
ington was first elected President.
There were birds everywhere and the
lad, having been educated abroad,
at once started his search for fea-
thered prizes that stretched out for
a half eentury.

Very early after his start on the
study, Audubon wrote “Pennsyl-
vania, a Beautiful State” He
found the same luck that other!b

I

authors of that period found; no
publisher who wanted to produce
the book. So it happens that the

mest celebrated work of its kind
ever put into book form was print-
ed in Great Britain. Each engrav-
ed plate was to reveal a bird, or
a group of birds, dressed in their
true colors. That stumped. the
Philadelphia publishers of that
day. Never had such drawings
been seen. Some were upon paper
mcre than three feet long, since
Audubon made each specimen life-
size. Imagine a gigantic wild tur-
key, or an American eagle, and it
can easily be understood why more
space was required that would be
needed to picture a wren.

When the first edition of “Birds
of Amerieca” came out, in England,
there were 180 copies which sold
for $800 each. Onily six of the sets
came to America.

For a time Audubon was engaged
in business in Philadelphia., But
he neither liked it nor prospered at
it. The wild woods held his ambi-
tions and more thrills than the
teeming metropolis. For a genera-
tion he tramped the United States
and Canada. He visited the frozen
North under the Arctic Circle, He
dwelt in the hot lands of the South,
where natural ice was never seen.
He studied birds in their homes,
watched their migrations, petted
and painted them, and then em-
balmed them in an unequaled and
immortal book., He was the first
to discover many things about
birds which to the high school stud-
‘ent of today seems commonplace.

The call of the Bob White is a
fighting challenge for all other
Pallid Roberts to just try and come
into the caller’s domeain. The
Whippoorwill gives a plaintive bleat
to encourage his wife to stay at
home and watch her children. Au-
dubon knew this, and also that the,
most astonishing sound ever senti
forth by any bird or fowl is the
shrill and loud-sounding mote of
the ordinary rooster, who strutsf

Afewmrsmthe"

tion about this’ mtmlm or ‘the
Schuylkill Valley. g i
The facts were contained lnl
letter, written to Dr. 8. G. Mnrm
who in 1851, was anotedﬁhlhdel
phia physician and president ot the
Philadelphia Academy of Natural
Sciences. !
The letter was penned by Audu-
bon's son, Viector, and saluted Dr.
Morton as one nf Audubon’s oldest
and staunchest friends. It ig dated
Aprll 3rd, 1851, from New York,
where the artmt lived and com-
pleted his celebrated works, w
‘brought him internationdl renown
and financial independence, _
The letter reads: “I know you
have seen the various notices
the death of my great and good
father. I feel it due to you, han
ever, from your friendship to
and us, to write you some parbier
ulars not in the papers.
“I‘heﬁrst.attackhehadwasm-
parently a slight apopletic, and was
followed by a partial pa.mlym.
Fever supervened, and on
erysipelas in the head had pm-
gressed so that he was in greal
pain. We had but little hope, but
until half past 2 o'cleck on
no decided change occurred. Soon
after that hour he began to sink
rapidly, and his face was somewhat
contracted. Before he died he
opened his eyes, which had been
almost closed for some time; and
gave my mother, John and myself,
a wistful and clear lonk-—mmlna
his head slightly to gaze on uo—
this was his farewell glance upon
those he loved so well. He expired J

&

,E

at quarter past ten o'clock without
a struggle or a groan, and my
mother closed his eyes., She bore
up very well, and we are now ull
more quiet and composed.
will, T know, sympatmme wﬂ:h 1:-!-
Give my respects to Mrs. Morton
and believe me,
Yours, dear sir, truly,
V. G. Audubon ™ !
And the birds of today along the
‘Wissanickon, who instinetly know'
they fly about and dwell in 8 safe
retreat, would have mourned, and
sympathized in the death of Audll—-
bon, too, if they'd been here
for the knowledge he gained
them has made their lives safer and

fuller,
SCCAFF

around crowing about what me-




‘How much like life is the river!
.~ As it flows In a storm-fed

‘With a current appearing un-
ending,
Its waters all darkened by
mud!
For we find that thig life is a
fleet

one,
As out opn its stream we

embark,
And not always bright are the
waters
We sail on, as care makes
them dark.
’ We're hurfied along by cruel
forces, !
Over which man has little
! __control, )
We rush past old friends of our
leisure,
As we seek to attain someé
new goal.
| And the heartbreaks we cause,
like the damage _
That rivers produce when
they rise, _
Are faced with remorse at re-
cession,

And weak souls laid bare of
L disguise, :
The crowdg line the banks at the
flood -
Like applauders of singular
deeds,
Who like to review the unwont-
wo
And give the unusual its

|| But for lives that are tranquil
and humble
There’'s no one about to
[ approve,
And the quietest achievements,
* though greatest,
Move along in an unnoticed
groove.

How much like life is the river!
As it flows in a storm-fed

flood,
With a current appearing un-
ending, k2
Its wa.te’rs all darkened by

mud
For we find that this life is a
~ fieet one,
As out on its stream we

embark,
And not always bright are the
. waters
We sall on, as care makes
) them dark.
A.C.C

ald

tield 8. Guiles,
‘Flat Rock dam.

S.u/‘f\ulq“ p,mud.
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Old Bridge
- Is Mentioned
Newspaper of One Hundred
Years Ago Tells of Col-
lapse of Former Flat Rock

Viaduct.--Horses of Teams
Crashed Through Span.

In the United States Garette, of

September 14th 1833, appeared the

following item;
“We learn that
afternoon last,
drawn by 13 horges, had entered
on the Flat Rock Bridge above
Manayunk the wholg structure
gave away. Three horses of the
front wagon had ° reached the
abutment. Two of them escaped

by breaking the tack&ng. All the

others feli upon the frame work
of the bridge. Six fine horses were
killed and one of tha drivers was

much injured, A contract had
been made for taking down the

1 roof had
accordingly been removed”
- The piers of this old bridge can
stiY be seen, between the upper
end of Venice Island, and River
Road. opposite the foot of Dom-
ino lane

On the west side of the Schuyl-
kill was a hosterly which later was
known as the Tunnel ' House™
while at the eastern approach of

ithe bridge, stlll stands the “Dom-

ino House,” now occupled by Win-
lock-lender at

i

on Thursday
as  two wagons

: ;and erecting a new one
i its place. The old

|do, and business men were atbtagks

Sidodiane [ 1aea
_ fiiefas
Five Days Of
Rain Brings
Heebie Jeebies

Everybody Discouraged by
Incessant  Downpour
Last Week

LITTLE DAMAGE

Schuylkill and Wissahickon
Rise, But Not to For-
mer Heights

Baid Titus Andronicus: “Maore
water glideth by the mill, than
wots the miller of.”

At least that is what Shakes-
peare had old Tight Andy say. But
the Millers, Schofields, Smiths,
Jones’, Gallaghers and all the rest
of the residents of this particular
neck-of-the-woods knew all about

water gliding by the mills last week,
and even il they missed some of
it they weren't very anxious to
have, or know about, any more,
For it started to rain on Monday,
and with but few little cessations
during the nights and days, kept
up until mid-day on Friday. The
oreurrence is set down here - = not
50 much as news - - but as a mat-
ter of record, .
Monday, being Labor Day, was
Spoiled, as a holiday, by rain, Rain
on Tuesday frustrated the women-
folk who had family washings to

ed by the “heeble jeebies”. More
rain on Wednesday started every=

body worrying. Roofs, on  houges,
automobiles and even the PRT
busses sprung hitherto unknown
leaks, Thursday brought more of
the “aqua”, and a portion of the
embankment at the foot of Robe-
son's Hill, near Ridge avenue and

Main street, slid down to the pave-
menb below: -~ ~— x

e
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E’ynwyd FEstaies Is

A New

Section With Long History

Land Along West Side of Schuylkill Opposite Manayunk,
Pictured on Maps Made hy Pean’s
General.—Locality Has Seen Many Changes

Surveyor

By John M. Sickinger

It is doubtful whether many of
the residents of what is now known
s Cynwyd Estates, at the west end
of the concrete bridge over the
Behuylkill at Belmont avenue, know
iwhat p wild section of Lower Mer-
lon Township their section was in
the pst.,

Pric;' to the arrival of William
Penn, the: first map of the locality
was made by Penn’s Surveyor Gen-
eral, Thomas Holmes, in 1681. It
shows Cynwyd Estates as the plan-
tation of = Edward Jones, and &
YnTelsh cownumty of seventeen fam-

o5,

On a Beull & Heaps map,.-of 175¢
is shown the same land, in posses-
sion of the Reberts and Tunis fam-
ilies, with one factory, Schultz’
Paper Mill, northwest of the Merion
Meeting House,

- On John Levering's map, made in
1861, the same land is shown, as
being owned by Perry Levering, 39
acres, 108 perches; Jonas Sugden.
14 acres, 26 perches; Henry Ogle, 47
acres, 113 perches; Samuel Otit, 19
acres; the estates of Davis Jones,
B8 acres, and <Charles Jones, 39
neres. .

On this same map is depicled
Rock Hill Road, leading from Mill
Road—now Belmont avenue—to a
short strip of lane out to the high-
wa,y leading to Meefing House Lane,

is now Conshohocken, or State,
Road the main traflic artery
through Cynwyd Eslates,
- A good many years ago a large
body of water, called *Juniper
Lake”, was formed by Thomas
Schofield. Foliowing the Civil War,
and after hizs marriage to Miss
Martha Birkmire, a resident of the
Falls of Bchuylkill. Schofield went
to Spring Mill and began the manu-
facture of textiles, Several years
later he moved his plant to Mans-
yunk, Subsequently a national de-
pression, in those days a “panie”,
closed all of the local factories.
Bchofield retired from the textile
business and removed to West
Manayunk, buying the old home-
stead of Charles Jones, which prop-
gﬂy inaludeﬂ & large meadow Tun-

yhat is now State Road,
Raaliﬁng o? a long-
siffering  public,

rorpure ice, Mr.” kill

‘Schofield opened the guarries near

his home, and with the stone from
them, erectéd a huge dambreast
across the meadow, thus harnessing
Gulley Run, 4 stream’of water that
originates in'a spring house on the
old Magee farm, about one and one-
half miles away,

The dam sooln filled 1up and a
beautiful lake 'was the rekult. Tee

‘houses were bullt, and the Juniper

_Lake Ice Company came into ex-
istence, 'In'extreéme ‘cold weather
the men who labored in the Rock
Hill quarries, for Schofield, would
be transferred’ to the lake to cut
ice, which was sold in ton lots at

jauction. In the summer months

the stone taken from’ the quairies
was used to pave streets, and erect
buildings Manayunk and its viein-
ity.

JToday the site of the lake, which
was. destroyed about 35 years agd
tn]lnﬂwing a cloudburst, s the loca-
tion of two dwellings on State road;
a,_a_gmmumt,y playground, and tennis
courts. A ‘large sione carpenter
shop and wood mill oceupy the site:
of the ice houses, Opposite the
playground, where the late Patrick
Lawler built a row of houses, stood
a stone crusher, similar to a coal
breaker, and several buildings sueh
as a blacksmith shop, and a powder
magazine,

The . hillsides - were covered wibh
large chestnut trees. Where Lhe
Lawler-builf homes are located was
the farms of Samuel Gerber, Wil-
lHam mnd Henry Ottinger, Garrett
MeMaster, the Hoffs, Hansells and
Gregorys. In 1871 Charles Righter,
a8 Roxborough bullder, erected a
frame residence for James Johnson,
at Rock Hill. It contained 4 large
rooms, two attic rooms, a cellar
kitchen and a basement, with a well
in the latter. The building still
stands, in use as a nursery for the

Cynwyd Estates, The frame Struc-
ture that stands at the dead end of |
Rock Hill Road was erected in the
late nineties by a quarry  worker
and is still occupied.

" Gulley Run, a never failing
stream, goes gurglingly along its

way theough the meadow, the samse

as it ¢id before Juniper Lake was
built te check its flow l:.o the schuyl-

o T T W

The na"l_w oI O 1 * .
tates, will remain a m&tn | to its
creator, Patrick Lawier, who died,
suddenly before all of his plans for
the place had been completed. One
of Mr. Lawler's great ambitions was|
to erect a large viaduch over Rock,
Hill Road to connect Cynwyd Es-
tates with Belmont Heights especi-,
ally for the benefit of children going
to the Ashland Schoeol.

It was his intention te build

i near the rulns of the Henry
i| Welfington mill, which had been

destroyed by fire in the late sixiies

70
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Venture Here

Boat Owners, Captains and Pilots All Made Wages That
Were Considered High in the Old Days.—
Railréading Killed the Business

-

| By John M. Sickinger

| Bince canal-boating on the
‘Schuylkill Valley has ceased, the
‘United States Navy has lost many
\of the recruits it used to get from
‘Tﬂ’ along the stream. For, after

‘service before he could hope to be
captain of the "Mary Ann”, that

lied the waters between Port Clin-
ton and Tidewater, About one or

would-be skipper footsore and
ary, and on the next arrival at
Tidewater he'd have his mind all
made up to go “boating in & big
', and Uncle Sam added an-

T

:
:
:

TR
;
:
8
£

how anthracite could be used com-
nercially, It was his idea to or-
ganize the Schuylkill Navigation
Company, and he was Instrumental
in having the first work done on
the project. Later, he was politic-
ally switched out of the picture, as|
far as the Schuylkill Canal was

ed, and launched a similar

by the current and Blﬂded-’h;y xéﬁﬁ
. This type of boat was used to
Some extent prior to the time of
fhe canal, to bring grain and pro-

| | Company, negotinted the

iwo trips between ports, found the|

| out of business,, The construction

o| | dOWn. AL the Falls a.man ferried:
1 | the pilof ashore lop ten cenls & man,

duce down the stream from up-

| ed by tug boals to many distant

places, When the boats were In
transient along the Schuylkill, they
were simply “canals”, but when they
reached tidewater and were tied to
the rear of a tughboat, they became
“barges”,

In 1470, Presidenl. Frank Gowan,
fof the FPhiladelphia & Reading
] lease of
the Scauylkill Canal for a period of
ninety-nine years. Before this per-
ind there were many owners of @
single or more boats. The raliroad
company boats, conducted on a more,
systematic and economic  basis,
finally drove these private Ownsrs

of large gecndola ears and more
powertul iecoinotives eveniually led
Lo the shipment of the greatér par,
of the coai by rail, the boats being
gragually abandoned.

Many of the boal-owners and
caplains were resitdents of Mana-

yunk. In the hevday of canal-
boating fhere were at least a dozen |
pilots who boarded the boats at
Manayunk to steer “the canals”
clear of Snyders Rocks, al the foot
of Shury lane, and other obstrue-
tions, down &8s [ar as the Falls.
For this service they received one
dollar, Hach of the pilots averaged
three frips a day, maging a4 wage
that was considered very high in
that era. The railroad |eompany
done mway with all this by appoint-
ing salaricd pilots who were glven
$5 & day, and bad to make eight or
Jben trips bebween sunriseé and sun-

| The railroad company instructed.
Utheir pilots to steer near the river
pank and jump ashorve, thus work-
Ing another economy,

As a prool that canal-boating
was popuiar i the old days, s a
police record of @ctober 21st, 1871,
bsing a report fo Mayor Fox, which
reads: “Officer Dennis Mullen, of the
Manayunk Distriet, has reslgned to
go boating on the canal” Even the
gops couldn't regist Lhe Jure of the
water.

There were several large canal)
boats thal came o priel on the.

. | Snyder's Rocks, referred to pre-

viously. This obstruction was just
below the Manayunk Locks and ex-
tended on an angle down the river
to the rear of Wallace's Mill, at
Shur's lane, In 1871, a latge coffer
dam was huilt around - Snyder's
Rocks, and they were blasted out

the Schuylkill Canal, in the Mana-
yunk area, only three are still alive,
and in the business. These |are!
The well-known Winfield 5. Guiles,
the lock-ténder af Fiul Rock, who
started working along the river at
an age when (ke present-day boy
is entering the third grade &t
school; William Bestick. also of
Flat Rock, who has begn an assist-
ant to Guiles for thirty years; and
Dan O'Leary, who still sits at the
Manayunk Locks, at Lock streel,
walling to hear the call of the
bostman's horn, notifying him to
prepare the locks for the reception
ol & boat; N

| During the summer monthe a few
motor boats and canoes make use of
the Canal, bub in all truth the busi-
ness has been “shot to pieces”

[ OLDTMER |

Who is the most prominent ‘of

the three remaining men who
worked on the old Schuylkili Canal
Jn its palmiest days. | He is still
employed along ihe river at the
Flal Rock Dam, '

5 i
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& Mill Creek Valley Invites

Historian And Nature Lover |3 .o s b e

Gun Factories Were Located Along Lower Merion Stream 'Svenie; between Ardmore and Hav-
' in Early Days ?i.thc Republic grian. out

By JOHN M. SIGRKINGER'
| When the very youthful United
States of America decided to arm/
l-it.s_ military forces with standard
lamerican-made flintlock muskels,
laway back in 1705, the Charleville
[mod_ela of France of the date of
1763 which the asplring Republic
used to good advantage during the
‘Revolution were adopted-asthe pat-
tern. The first of these copies were
made at the Government Arsenal
in Springfield, Massachusetts. Con-
‘{racts were let out in 1708 to a few
independent contractors for the
same type of firearm, bub of course,
that day being far removed from
'the standardization methods of to-
day, each gunmaker used his indi-
vidual ideas to some extent.

‘In 1801 & new arsenal was erect-
ed al Harper's Ferry, Virginia,
where the manufacture of the 1795
model muskets was started. The
supply of these was insufficient for
the needs of the regular army and
the state militias, and some of the
States gave out private contracts.
Virginia buil; a State Armory
which began the meking of flint-
Tocks in 1799. Slight improvements
created the Model of 1808, which
was endorsed by the National and
State ordnance experts, and some
|were made by contractors, many of
whom went bankrupt attempting
‘to fill their contracts.

Valley Forge, in oné of fhese an-
cient mills, which was then used as
a grist mill. Its ruins remain In
1935, being known to historians as
‘Nippes' Gun Factory, but to mosk
local residents as the Rose Glen
Wil Tt is operated hy Barker
Brothers, manufacturers of carpeb
yarns. The oldest parlb of the
buflding is the original gun works:

A shori distance above the Rose
Glen Mill stands the large Iactory
now owned by A, P. Roberts, of
Pencoyd ITron Works fame. Mr.
Roberts tcok over the old mill
many vears ago and converted it

vide electricity for his large estate,
but in recent years it has been
closed. This power house was the
factory where Henry Derringer
made guns for Uncle Sam from
1821 to 1831. FlintlocKs were made
in the Winner Nippes' Mill many
years before they received contracts
of Derringer later came into the
possession of 4 Dr. Robert J, Dodd,
who operated it as a cotton factory.
A scattering of dwellings remain
|there and the section ls known as
“Doddstown,” by young and old.

| Mill Creek rises in springs on
‘numerous private estates along the
Main Line and flows through a
wildly picturesque yalley down be-

| Between 1812 and 1821 several
ldifferent types were brought out.
(These later guns had lost almost|
all of their resemblance to the
original Charleville models of 1763,
but were patterned atfer the new-
er French muskets of 1821. The

contractors also made some of the
fiintlock rifles which appeared in
that period. In 1831 only slight
changes were mede, bub in 1840 a
new model, through more compli-
cated methods of manufacture, re-
duced the list of manufacturers to
'a minimum.

The record files of the Govern-
ment show that Winner Nippes &
Company, of Mill Creek, Pa., was
under confract to make guns, . im
1808. Still another document re-
cords the fact that Henry Der-
rihger and D. Nippes, both of Mill
Creek held contrrcts from 1821 to
1831; and in 1840 sppear the names
of L. Pomroy and D, Nippes, of Mill
‘Creek, as the last contractors to
‘supply Government flintlock guns.
Today two ﬁt those old gun fg;

historie Mill

tween' the hills, tumbling over
rocky formations, until it reaches
the Schuylkill river opposite Shaw-
mont station. It is the “Wissa-
‘hickon of Lower Merion”; its banks
dotled with many old mills and
their ruins, and little setflements
of houses. A modern cement high-
way traverses the length of the
little stream. :

The home of George H. Earle, Jr.,
Governor of Pennsylvania, is situ-
ated on Gray's lane, near old Mill
Creek, Gray's lane crosses the riv-
ulet befween Cherry lane and the
old Gulph road, and runs past the
Governot'’s home (o Montgomery
avenue.

- Dove Mill lake and Trout Run
lempty into Mill Creek. Natives of
‘that vicinity have for the past cen
tury traded with Manayunk shop-
/keepers and are called by  their
given namies in Philadelphia’s'section

of “hills and mills," They continue
fo remsin neighbors and on Sabur-
day nights and the eves of holidays

into an electric light plant to pro-|

from the Government. The mill
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'Park First Intended To Insure
" Purity Of City’s Water Supply

Terrane Draining Into Schuylkill and Wissahickon Pur-
chased in Ordes to Keep Impurities From
Flowing Into the Streams

The first acquisition of land by
the City of Philadelphia within the
|bound5 of Fairmount Park was
made in the year of 1812, for the

purpose of obtaining a supply of
watey free from the impurities of
city drainage, and a site for a reser-
yoir high enough to distribute this
supply to the homes and business
places of the town. Can yon im-
agine how high a storage basin|
would have to be in this period of
the city's life to reach the highest
floors of our present-day office
buildings?

The precipitous blufl known from
\the earlies days as “PFaire Mount”
(was the nearest point sufficiently
high for the plans of water made
iby our old city fathers: It was then
outside the clty limits and much
too. far away to be thought of as a
resort for public recreation; the
most remote spot reached by pedes-
trians of that day was the water
basin on the Schuylkill at the head
of Chestnut street.

By the first purchase only five
acres was obtained, at a cost of
$16,667, but additional ground was

whole (ract, In 1828, consisted of 24
acres, the aggregate cost of which
way $116,834.

When the Water Works had been
gstablished upon a scale, at thatl
time, of unexampled magnitude and
excelletice, the good taste and

bought as it was needed until thelj

rural scene angd pad driven out the)
descendants of ancient dwellers ab
the counfry seats, some years be-
fore the elty authorities made the
unwelcome discovery that thelr
cup of water was in danger of be-
coming a poisoned chalice.

No sooner did this suspicion take
a tangible shape than the men of
action urged prompt measures to
put away the insipient evil; but)
with them, as with most other pion-
eeps in social progress, the great
difficulty was, not in doing the
things they had liberally devised,
but in getting clear of the hi'ndran-:'
ces ingeniously set up by the ob-
structive members of the eommun-
ity. Bui preservance brought suc=
eess.

An opporfunity offered itself for
buying the estate known as Lemon
| Hill, containing 45 acres, lying near-
er to the forebay of the Water
Works than any other large parcel
of open land, and so localed as to
pour its surface waters direetly into
the current thal supplied the city
reservoirs. In Revolutionary times
it was the counlry seal of Robert
Morris, the patriot finaneier; there
‘he hospitably entertained many of
the most eminent of his contempor-
aries; and there in later life, when
financial ruin overtook him, he kepl
out, of reach of the sheriff's writs.
At the close of that cenbury, this
fine estate passed into the hands of
a successful merchant and man of

judgment of the projector and life-| Mbbral bastos  uridar “ehths . Gy

long superintendent promoted the,

adornment of the grounds by plant-
ing shade frees and covering the
rugged cliffs with shrubbery and,
vines, All the surroundings were at!
that time rural. The view up thal
valley of the river brought in sight'
the elegant country seats of Lemon
Hill and Sedgeley, on'the east bank,
and Solitude and Egglesfield and
Lansdowne on the west. The fac-
torles of Manayunk had then no
existence, and no town or cluster of
houses bordered on the stream, with
tiie exception of the Falls of
Schuylkill, until it reached the vil-
lage of Norristown, fifteen miles dis-
tant. i
For more than (wenty years after
the foundation of the Fairmount
Water Worlks, Philadelphians re-
posed iu the belief of their unsup-
pasgable excellence and . their per-
petuity; and indeed did not be-

gome ftully awake [rom this pleag-

ant dream for about thirty years,
. Trade and human industry had

in upon_the quiet. of |

bellishment it attained that beauty
‘which made Pratt’'s Garden the
pride of Philadeiphia. Myr. Prati
sold it in 1836, for $225.000, lo men
who intended to use it for invest-
ment purposes. While in their
possession much of its adornment
fell into ruin, but its natural beau-
ties and many of its ' noble trees
remained. A slump in the real
estate market depreciated its value
{0 one-third of the price which bad
been paid for it.

The favorable opportunity was

not lost by the persevering advo-
cales of pure water; they al once
redoubled their efforts and the
Lemon Hill estate became the prop-
erty of the city in 1844, at a cost
of §75,000.
- In 1855, in an Ordinance of Coun-
cils, approved on Septémber 28, it
stated that the ground would be
“devoled and dedicaled to public
use, as & Park, the Lemon Hill es-
tate, to be known, by the name of|
Pahmount Park.” |

In 1857, by

contsining some 14 acres,
Dbetween Lemon Hill and the Spring
Guarden Water Works; the price of
which was $125.000. The land was
bought and tendered to the

subjeet to a mortgage for the hal-
anee of the purchase money.

The Sedgeley tract, like Lemon
Hill, had once belonged to Robert
Morrls, constituling the country
|seat designated by its owner as

“the Hils."
On one of Holines' old m

dated 1681, on which is marked
“Faire Mount” the place is located
within the manor of Springgetts-
bury, which was a Jarge proprietary
iract situated north of Vine street,

Schuylkill to some distance east of
the road to Wissahickon (Ridge
avenue) containing 1830 acres,
In 1718, the commissioners of Wil-
liam Penn sold 1084 acres of this
land, which lay north of the pres-
ent Falrmount avenues, and west of
Ridge avenue, to Jonathan Dicker-
son, who, by his will, devised the
same to his son by the name of
the “Vineyard.” In 1763 Tench
Franeis became owner of 400 acres
of the “Vimeyard" and 1770 sold to
Robert Morris several Pparcels of
land, including with others. Sedge -
ley and Lemon Hill

Another section of the original
tract, . that lying between the
Schuylkill and Twenty-first street,
and Vine and Fairmount avenue,
was divided between John Penn and
John Penn, Jr, and later sold to
Robert Morris and  subsequently
came into the hands of the Park
Commissioners,

In 1868, an additional acreage of
1810 ‘acres was added on the east
'side of the river being bounded by
the Reading Railroad, along the
river to near Dauphin streel, east-
ward as far as Thirty-third street,
Lhence to Ridge avenue to South!
Laurel Hill, {

A dedication was made in 1869 by
Jesse George and his sisier, Rebee-
ca George, of “George’s Hill" and
at the death of these fwo benevo-
lent persons their property ecame
into the possession of the DAy au-
thorities.

In the same year the Wissahickon
section was added to Fairmount
Park, the boundaries being “along
the sheres of the Wissahickon creek,
on both sides of the same, from iis
mouth to the Paul's Hill road, and
of such width as may embrace the
road now passing along the same;
and may also protect the purity of
the water of said creek. and by
passing along the crest of the
heights which are én either side of
sald creek, may preserve the beauty
of its scenery.”
| From the foregolng the reader
may grasp the fact that primarily
the first ground which was pur-
‘thased by the city, was not intend-
ed for park purpeses, but for pre-
serving the purity of the commun-
ity's water supply. And now while
we are proud of Fairmount and its

and extending from the River
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Resided Near
The Schuylkill

Flood Damaged Area Once
Roamed by John James

F Audubon
MARRIED NEIGHBOR
Inspired by Bird Life
Found in This '
Locality

When the Perkiomen Oreek, with.
other nearby streams, felt the full

force of a sudden cloud purst Iast
week, the flood wrought havoe
with the place where America’s
t ornithologist, John James
Audubon. spent rwent.y uf the most
fruitful years of his Uf I
Audibon called z,hat lrmg and
rambling creek the Perkioming,
‘and nof as we say, Perkiomen.
© Tt is a curious fact that the
lauthors of the two preatest works
on ornithology produced in Amer-
.icn Atdubon and Alexander Wilson,
‘were bolh inspired by what they
found along the Schuylkill Valley.
Not much wonder b:cause birds,
like civilized human beings and
red Indians, thrive best in the
lowlands where food ;s most plen-

tiful.

Ti was Avdubon's Mher. a fm-
mer Franch nayal officer, who
camne to veside in Philadelphia, who
v?urehaseﬂ what for almost a cen-

and a half has been known
he Audubon farm.

Its 280 smiling acres lay where|
the Perkiomen joins the river
When ‘the father, for whom the}

¢on had an unbounding affection,
bci:ght that land in Lower Provi-
dence township, Monlgomery|
county, the future famous natur-
alist was a youth of nineteen.

J.was first elected President.

everywhere, and the lad, having
3t.udled abroad. al once began that
‘guest for feathered prizes which
_d.id not erd for fifty years,
One thing the youthful Audubon
'Ig.arnad in Prance was to draw and

I

| Han!iy had the bird student

‘started upon his career when he

|wrote of “Pennsylvania, a Beauti-

ful State™

It was in 1789, a5, it has re-

mained 145 years later in 1985, Au-

dithon married Lucy Bakewell, a

Montgomery county belle, who was

‘his near neighbor,

.&u:hihcn had lhe same h.lckl
d by many others i fhe cen-

fury dinee he created his fmmortal

%&m He cm;xldn‘t find w&rﬁ

———d

1f. ha.ppenea that the must
cekbrated work of its kind ever
iput. into book formy was printed in
Groat Britain.
. To be sure, Philadelphia pub-
lishers in that day were quite
stapeered by whal Audubon want-
ed fo do.

Each engraved plate was o re-
veal a bird, or group of birds.
dressed in their true colors.

Never had such drawings been
Seen.

Some were upon paper nore
than three feelt long, since Audu-

bon reprodueed each specimen in

its exact size,

When the first set of “Birds of
America” came out In England
there were 180 copies, which sold
af $800 each,

The Unifed States was satisfied
with buying just six of them.

However, the celebrated Cuwer'
pronounced it “the most splendid
monument, which art has created
in honor of ornithology.”

The year that Clay and Polk rtan
their race for the White House an
edition of this vast work was is-
sued by Bowen in Philadelphia.

It consisted of seven large vol-
umes and the price was $1000.

Congress purchased 100 to send
to foreign countries. America was!
not yet peopled with multi-mil-
lonaires and few could pay $1000,
for a set of books.

Christopher Sauer found how
hard it was to sell that first Bible
iprinted in America. It was a long
time before he disposed of 1200
copies.

For a Ume Audubon was engag-
ed in business in this city. He
neither liked it nor did he prosper.

The wild woods held his ambi-
tions and more (hrills than a rich
melropolis,

For a generation Audubon (ramp-
ed over the Uniled States and

(Canada.
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In .Thls Area

Boy Seout Sends “Pan” Ma1l
to ertex of Stories
hf Qid Times

obtain plenty of meat w{‘m
bows and arrows, almost from
opening of their own tepee. Th
shelters were protected by shocks of|
the corn, and in rigid weather all
they had to do was pull a few ears
of the grain from the stalks which
surrounded them. Or if fuel were
‘peeded, fo throw the stalks on the
fire, wild animals, knowing in
the!r own way, knew that where the
g;lm:msr lived wounld be plenty of
'Ot.ﬁ foldder when the valleys and
re covered with snow. This
""mis tiraction which drew them
" doom, and the soup kettle.

[had no animals”fo feed; bk’ “ﬁ
efr

§Engs A GRAVE

" The Schuylkill and
oy R "‘Wi‘ﬁsahmkon

k;*‘.loﬁm M. Sickinger

W stt:;s are said to
be for term now fa-
miliar as “fan-mail” Every cnce
mpwhﬂe!reuivea letter from
some future yoter, which could well
e classified as “pan” mall. These
are usually signed “Boy Scout.”
One that arrlved at my home  re-
cently complained bitterly because I
‘wouldn't go out into the ' nearby
woodn and locate an Indian grave
lﬂ%&m that he and his pals
up relics of the redman.

of this regicn show sev-

mﬁ of ??_{39_'- ;;b!':'ilﬁ_.pw;@
Court in 1677-The village is located
in the west bank of the Schuylkilll
opposite the mouth of a laige creele

Is-.o.::ma twenty years ago, when work-:

i w‘ are plenty of specimens.nf)

q
Re&m Had Villages Along Indlans implements and other relics

to be found by those who search for
them, but'T would advise loeal ex-

plorers o look for them in the silf
2long the beds of the Sehuylkill,
Wissahickon and lesser streams,
‘Being found in the creek doesn't.
necessarily mean that the Indian
village was located on that particu-
lar spot, for heavy rains and other
forces may have brought the relic
to the water which washed it down
toward the mouth of the brook or
larger stream,

_Trespassing on private property,
of course. is forbidden, and the
Park Commission very properly
wiil not permit anyone to explore
any section of the park dohain
with a pick and shovel. No one will
object, however, to searcheg along|
the edges of the creeks and river,
in the “washouts” or amid Cthe
roots of old ftrees that arve uprooted|
during eleectrical storms. There are
plenty of relics, but it’s Nalure that|

uncovers them. )

,,,\i
" The last known important Indian
relic to be found ‘hereahouts, was|

men sunk a pit 25 fest below the
surfage of Main street, Manayunk,
preparing, to place fotmdations for
the Pennsylvania Railroal Com-

t-;vm evidently the Wiasa]:ickrogl—e |
e property now being part o

Pencoyd Iron Works, There is also
shown & small stream above what
is now City avenue, that is named
on tha “Indian Creek”, This
still flows duwn ‘the gulley behind
the west end of the Pencoyd bridge, |
] r Indian setflement was

Anothe
|lacated at the Falls of Schuylkill

some of the natives residing on one!
side of the river and others living,
across the stream. This was called!
Nittabaconck on Holmes’ Map,
which surveyor also shows . Fort
St. David's on 'soniessibeohone
of his later drawings, The Indlan.
village stretched out for some dis-
lance along the ‘Schuylkill and the
' I

pany's concrete bridge over the
‘Schuylkill, It was a battered piece
-of copper, and the contractor on the
job presented it to the late C. A
Rudelph, of West Manayunk, who
had the copper straightened out—
a job which required much patience
—and it was found fo be a. recen-

| tacte greatly resembling g round|
‘bottomed tin cup, With hammer-|
ings and other markings that Indl-
cated ils age as being prior lo the
arrival of the white man.

As far as is known the cup is still
in the possession of Mrs. Rudolph,
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River’s Pollution |
‘HasBeenProblem
For Over Century

|

City Solicitor Charles H, T.

 Collins  Once Instituted
Law Suit on Subject

SEWER CONSTRUCTED

Condition Has Existed Since
- First Water Rights Were |
' Sold or Leased

By JOHN M. SICKINGER |

4

Recent discussions and actions
relative to abating the pollution df
the Schuylkill River are not new,

In April of 1872, when Charles
H. T. Collins was the oity solicitor,
he had a bill in equity drawn and
filad with the Supreme Couri of the
Eastern Distriet, of Pennsylvania,
which read as follows: *“The City
of Philadelphia, Plaintiff, vs.  The'
President, Managers and Company
of the Schuylkill'Nayigation Com-
pany, the American Pulp Company,
‘Martin Nixon and Edward Stokes,
\trading as Nixon & Stokes, paper
Imunufacturers, Robert Patterson, J.
EBelton Winnepanny, Andrew J. Win-
[penny, William Steel, William W.
Harding, Seville Sehofield, Willinm
Duckett, Thomas Schofield, Joseph
|Blellwagon, trading as Blellwagon &
|Son, James 8. Preston, Edward|
Holt, Sidney J. Solms, Archibald
'Camphell and William Campbeli,
trading as OCampbell & OCompany,
Jacob D. Heft and Henry 8. Ogle,
trading as Heft & Olge." !

All of the above were named
dofendunts with the exception of
the Behuylkill Navigation Company.
|The remainder weve factory owners
whose mills were built on the river
bank at Manayunk.

It was the City Seolicitor's com-
plaint that in an agreement, dated
|Juns 14th, 1824, ‘that the City of
]Phiudemhln as plaintiff, possessed
the right to use the water of the
Schuylkill for power to raise water
for use of the citizens of the city,
for drinking and domestic and other

e e e e
: M%to the said demﬁ;‘?
of $24,000 and the

i1 thereal
ny should sell or dispose
power ced |

4

suffering - any dyestufls, or Aany
other noxious fetld or injurious
articles or matter whatsoever (o
flow, pass or fall from thely re-
‘spective premises intp the River
Schuylkill and oblige them to con-
fine such articles or matter within
wells or other repositories. at
reasonable distance from the ma
gin of the river, or any other watéf-
course leading to the river, and {
zinee that date the Navigation Com-
pany has leaseq to the elher named
defendants waler power tights hut
failed to insert § he above-named
elause, and that the sald manufne-
thrers permii avestuffs and nther
refuse to flow into the rivey and
that they malntain closets builh ouf
over their forebays to carry the ex-
erement into ¢he nver,

Tie Clty Soliwitor was becied in
Jhis suit by F. Caroli Brewste., At-
|tomay General  of Pensyivania,
When the sheriff and his uldes ar-
|rived m Kenayunk they served the
'writs on the mill owners, amid
great excitement. The men, women
and children who toiled in the mills
believed they would lose their jobs
if the Courts acted against the
SWIETS, §

Through the efforts of local
‘Councilmen, a special session of the
Qity Fathers was called, and a 1cs0-
lntion passed by Belect Council,
which agreed to direcl the City
Solicitor to suspend the suit until a
report could be’received from the
Survey Bureéau in regard Lo the cost
of a sewer from Manayunk Jo balow
[Fgirmount Dam. The gewor WAS
built several years later and Is still
in use.

But it did not. entirely stop the
|pollution of the Schuylkill, for while
féw of the Manayunk mills are re-
sponsible for pollution today, there
are sources of coal dirt and other
refuse that are up-stream.

In foreign countries, each. factory
along a river is compelled to install
an individual filtration plant of its
own, before water from the mill can
be discharged into the waler-
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mains Cause_= | HELPLESS MANKIND _ :\
, o1 .| T gaze at the Schuylkill; in tur- SELFISH THOUGHTS | |
S h lk ll T : bulent flood; Ae——
sc uyiKil O L3t watévs oo pitohs, with oo Wiibin: the vede fet Kec et
silt and mud;
= And my thoughts wander off We l°5t' all sympathy.
Overflow Banks | 2 m tsie montee ot | o ™faioe ' S Riames
—_— Lul:i?ulzl’ves. homes and all,. in I In dwg?u_mm by ts of  pity
Stream Rises Rapidly Fol- the fowns up the State. B Fatkertt "
; X SRR Then in fancy I think, in the To torrid climes; to et
lowing Continuing Storm long, long ago ' 0 es, to gre
‘ . ng, 108G 489, The folk who live their days and
Through Night and Day | | When the world was beginning nights .
in full flush and flow; In ur.irelenting heat,
ROADS  INUNDATED In the throb and the rush of a | ' ' #
[ | stmilar tide | In polo shirt and slacks we sat, |
V- ' ; I was flung by a river to mar- And sweltered at a desk, |
Seventy-Six Inches of Water By shes; aside; 1 Our rotund form admibiedly !
an undertow sirong, which I A mass of flesh grotesque, |
Flows Over Dam at couldn’t resist; But what cared we for taflors' |
Flat Rock Just left there to die, or to live,  garb, }
in the mist! i When Sol wag merciless, |
- People reslding near the river, And the fin that I had was | our minds were more on com-
‘here, were apprenhensive last cloven in two; . fort than
Thursday when' the Schuylkill over- Whichl.lI wished coullgi e fee% The niceties of dress.
Z —when :07 tiere they grew
flowed itq banks in Fairmount Park | ... =0 " 00 bmgried fmmsrme We. did siob give % Hoob-or B
after almost 24 hours of st.eﬁdﬁ' mamh}n,nd away, For s_n_v eritic’s a_mb,
rain, To the hilltops where reason For mw;:;lckdomes gave entry |
it came with- commanded I stay, '
e wr it dout ot the Bush Here I'm safe where the waters 0t & cooling tub .
[in m;ﬂd SR l{:“)::;t g at S fe 23 And many were the words of
‘River drive an risin  spaniay praise
Seventy-six inches of water, ‘mlyi 2 the m;e mdknewl:h Our gratitude for comfort piped
seven below flood stage, poured | But still I depend on the God From Schuylkill rivers flow.
lover the Flat Rock Dam at Mana- up on high,
yunk, Who, at will, could with winds, We know that where the Arctic
Upstate communities prepared for waft me off in the sky! winas
flonds as the Schulykill and other A . C. O Blow cold before the storm,
streams grew steadily higher anid The Eskimos can somehow find
the Weather Buresu predicted the 1* Some way of keeping warm.
rain would continue through the But where in Hades can we get,
day. L.‘)‘ In palace or in Wti!.hs -
At Reading the Schuylkill reach- / 4 A plaege of solace when world |
ed glood stagge, 10 feet above nor- S'F' (’ Je And all that’s in it's hot?
mal, and Henry E. Hathaway, wea- A C C.
ther forecaster there, said it would - : . - -
climb at least two feet more. Low- BESIDE THE SCHUYLKILL !
land residents prepared to evacuate SP. 1 l ) 1 193¢
their homes, RV High on our hi;llzi_.l w.?kus?m bell_:; = [l |
" Af  Norristown  the Schuy To where the Schuylkill's wa e KON
rose five feet during the day and tlow; A e Bttt
reached five feet above nomali bnz To ponder on Life's myster{a o g
borough oificials sald they not |} Which links its name to h . and'rings are far
fear mblet. S e T | For when this Nation—great!— mg’ﬂs ot A 5T
Wa s uy = | was born, : the sloping hills
subsided mnsiderablyron Efgtmdt;ay | Into the town the sounds were m;my?‘;r;gmgh
following a flood tide for three days | borne. . try, and fleld of
with only forty-cight inches of | Of Falls of Sehuylkills steady | |P°Sf,mine and factry
waler coutsing over the crest. of) . = xoar, Beside the forges where hot flames
Flat Rock Dam. At the peak of the | Caused by the flood in constant g
down-river rush Thursday night, it Tour. And weariness watches men’s hopes
\reached a depth of eighty-four| depart, :
inches. '| Today the case is in reverse, While T move nearer where greed
Yesterday morning, after heavy || (Some sing in praise, while is born:
rains in the interfor of the State, others cursel) The city, where feasts and youth’s
the Schwlkﬂl once more, overflow- Instead the Schuylkill's flowing sighs forlorn;
ed its banks, on Give no surcease to a lonely heart,
SESE S In quietness, for its Falls have
gone. Our souls are ~separate, because of
But from the t.own we hear the |
« sounds ,mglng the pntbs, 50 hard, we
From Democratic stamping trace
grounds, 'IhatGudhaswﬂiedfmuxwd&rB‘
As from our hills we gaze . Ourblrthseachmndemadmm
'ﬁa wm the Bnhuwnm!'a m:te:s ] placo._
Ag al
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REDISCOVERING PHILADELPHIA |

Being Subjected to

Some Limitations.

‘But Many a Cup and
- Platter Covered Its
Course Back in the

80’s and Gay "90"3.I

Thig is the ninth of n seviet
ahoyut points of intervest whick
have added to Philadelphia’s
fame throughout the nation.
Another rediscovery will be
published next Sunday.

By ROBERT REISS
BACK in the 1880's it was the

eustom of members of the
Undine Barge Club of the|

Schuylkill Navy to bring their|

new-born sons to the up-river
clubhouse, Castle Ringstetten,
{ust above the bridge at-Falls of |
Schuylkill, There they baptized |
them in a punch bowl and initi-l
ated the puling babes into the
rowing sport by seating them
for a moment in the tiny racing
shell that still adorns the Castle
walls.

It has been many years since
the bables were thus introduced
into the Schuylkill Navy, world’s
unique boating association,
whose exploits are légendary
wherever aquatic enthusiasts
gather,

It has been long since a eream-
fed pig was sacrificed in the
Castle kitchen to sate the jovial
appetites of hearty eaters, drink~
ers and rowers, but the Schuyl-
kill Navy still rows on, just as
It did the day it was founded,
October 5, 1858.

Unigue City Scene.

To a visitor crossing the Schuyl-
kill over one of the railroad bridges
the sight of single sculls, doubles,
fours and eights plving swiftly
through the water |z pleasantly sur- |
prising. It's one of those scenes he |
can find in no other eity of the
world—salthough he may not hﬁ"
aware of that, :

Philadelphians accept, the busy
river with traditional calm. There
may be some Philadelphians who
have never heard of the Schuylkill
Navy, and some who stroll along
Boathouse Row on a Sunday mori
ing may be under the impression

every hig ecity must be similariy |

provided, But most of us koow
about our world-famous navy and
as for the others—well, we won't
go into that.

Boathonse Row, home port of
the Schuylkill Navy, with part
~of the University of Pennsyl-
vania float and c¢lubhouse in
the foreground, followed by the
Vesper Barge Club.

|Favy may not be ms brilllant as it

\rnee was, ilr exploits on the water

lige greater than ever. In 1800 the

|Vesper Club's senior eigth-oared

hell won the International Regatta
‘5Lz£ Paris. but from then on such
'lxiorleu were few—until 1920,

| In that year at Brussels Jack

| Kelly was the first American to win
| the Olympic singles geull, and then,
‘e with his cousin, Paul Costello,
alzo of Vesper, won the doubles, In
e 1824 Olympics at Paris, Kelly |
und Costello again won the doubles,
sud in 1928 the same prize was
‘“wen by Costello paired with
Yharles Mclllvaine, also of Vesper.
1. In 1930 a Penn A. C. eight won
I:M international race at Licge, Bel-
sium, In the 1622 Olympics at Los
| Apgeles the Schuylkill Navy oars-
meén agaln triumphed, W. E. Gar-

. rett Gilmore and Kennath Myers

g tha double sculls, and

| Zharles Kieffer and Joseph

. Schauers with HEdward Jennings
| paxswain won the pair-oared race.

They'll Shine Again.

' Bhortly the colors of the Bchuyl-
kill Navy, represented by iwo Un-
dine membera and five from the

' || Penn A. C,, will be seen once more

i Huropean waters, with living
Nymple winners and ghoats of by-

ann . great Schuylkill River oars-
ot fe chicar them on to victory in
Ba B in Clymples:

' ; - Hrank Sperry, steward of Onaxile Ringstetten, up-river clubhouse I
“Eh]:, gﬁﬁfb:: t_th. ﬂ: g?;!?é of the Undine Barge Club, Iifts a two-gallon jug in the manner of |/
Fairmeunt Damy-April 14,1835, ba-gi  the 1880, Hmaller Jigs ure used nowadays. H4a ‘

| Farsd Wn tas nhane this wiver Land sanscel odbam o mm.:-u...‘.\ki
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New Bri
Schuylkill River

ITask, Done Now, Would
. Prove of Great Benefit
in the Future

FORMS  "BOTTLENECK”

Congtruction of Modern Via-
duct Is a Philadelphia
Responsibility

Crities of the PWA and WPA,
not remembering that in most of
the projects the Federal Govern=-
ment is generally paying the cost
of the labor, and that materials,
ote, must be provided by the State
or munieipality in which the work
idg being done, feel that many of
fhe jobs are what has been jocular-
ly calléd “boondoggling.”

Be this ag it may, there are many
genuinely beneficial tasks which
could be performed it every agency;.
city, State and Federal; would

amicably co-operate one with the |

other. [
One local job, which will have fo
be done within the next decade or
80, anyway, is the replacement of
the present City Avenue Bridge]
Sinee the recent widening of City
Avenue, west of the Schuylkill, mo-
tor traffic is foreed into a narrow
roadway when it comes to the two-
lane, out-moded, steel and wooden
structure which carries the thor-
oughfare over the river, The ~old
viaduct could very well be replaced
by @ modern concrete bridge (the
upkeep of such construction being
Jower than any other type of span)
and pgive employment to hundreds
of men for many months.
- A good many people are under
the impression that the City Ave-
nue Bridge is an inter-county re-
spongibility, This is not so.
When the bridge was first con-
structed, in the “nineties,” by a
syndicate, of which the late J.
Vaughn Merrick of Roxborough was
a member, a three-cornered plot of
ground was purchased from the
estate of George B. Roberis, just
south of City avenue, on the west
bank of the Schuylkill. The high-
way was then straightened, which
permitted the builders to erect the
bridge so that both ends rested on
the property in the city and county
of Philadelphia. i
City originplly curved =&
short distance north of the west
end of the bridge. There was a
rallroad station, just around the
eurye of the hill as the old City

Line road procceded on its way to.

join the River Road, which is now
@ thing of the ages, the ground be-
covered by a maze of railroad

2 the yards of the America
e C W AR -7,3', l_-_.)-“-.- -F-,—u-.g.4.ﬂ'- 3 28

where the eastern end of the hridg

resis, during the American Revolli-
tion, stood an’old grist mill operat-
ed by British sympathizers. The
story goes on to say that in the
mill glass was ground into the flour
which wet sold to the Continental
Army. Portunately, the activity was
discovefed before any great dam~
age had beéen worked, and the plat-
ters captured and punished X

ing to the extent of their crime,

CANAL-BOATING

A PROFITAB

L ” : i o
| Pilots Averaged From $18 to ﬁ?“‘%‘*g&i the leasing of the Schuyl-
Workers Received ( erty for 99

Longer and T
Sub' ﬂm "
Workmen, last FPriday ng,
;ha_d that portion of Midvale avenue,

between Ridge avenue and the East
River Drive, roped off while they
‘were re-surfacing part of the road-
iway which skirts the Schuylkill
|River, thus making motor traffic
jdetour to other entrances of Fair-
\mount Park.
! “I remember,” sald a grayheard
who was watching the workers,
“when there was little more than a
footpath down from the Odd Fel-
lows Hall, which we know today as
Palestine Hall, to the banks of the
river, which was in reality no bank
at all, but just simply a shoreline.
“As a boy, I with others of my
age, used to get a big thrill out of
watching the many canal boafs
ing up and down the river,
“About 1915 canal boating passed
into the limbo of things grown old,
and practically went out of exist-
ence, This was brought about by
faster means of transportation,
which lowered the number of canal
boats in use, and the consequent
neglect of the canal channel which
'_gﬂn;dua.uy filled up with mud and

“The history of canal-boating on
the Schuylkill is an interesting one
and goes back to the time when
the use of anthracite coal was un-
known as fuel. In 1819 Josiah
White, who had a wire mill, about
where the eastern abutment of the
Baltimore & Ohio Rallrond bridge
now resis, conceived the idea of
organizing the Schuylkill Neviga-
tion Company. It was in his mill
that anthracite coal was first suc-
eessfully Through

brought down from the mining reg-
fons in small boats guided by long

poles ag they were propelled by the

current, =~ |
““He built & small canal along the |
Schuylkill opposite the foot  of
Midvale ‘_?_lmu;é’he:,et, :gethat-, the
falls, were formed by shelving

the
con-
_coal

1

Iphia &

structed from this city to the soal
fields, the shipment of coal was
done entirely by canal and canal
boating was a profitable voecation
for many years after the opening

of the railroad. Many of the
barges, each carrying 100 tons,
conveyed coal to New York City,
and Down East. They were towed
down the Schuylkill by horses or
mules, to the locks at Fairmount,
R
en :
distant points. by Sugs 0
1870, when Frank
Gowan was president of the Phila=
{delphin & Reading Reilroad, and

gation Company's prop-
years, there was a large
number of boats owned and oper-
ated by private individuals. . The
railroad company introduced “com-
pany boats” which eventually drove
Ehetl!damaﬂer operators out of the
~'The introduction
BT Taore st Thentaotioes ld
to the shipping of coal by rail in-
stead of by boat, and these were
gradually abindoned, Doing away
with the boats was a sad blow for
Manayunk, where most of the small
owners resided,

“At Manayunk, in the palmy days
of canal boating, there wére dozens
of pilots who steered the poats
past the rocks from the Manayunk
locks to the Falls, for which serviee
‘they charged one dollar. Esch of
the pilols averaged three boats &
day, while some would make as
many as ten trips, Those ‘were
mighty big wages i those days.
The railvosd company balanced the
hudget better by doing away with
thtse jobs and appoinied Isgl_gri_erf
pilots to take the boats down the
stream, where fhere was amﬁ
| who ferried the pilots to shore for
ten cents. His position netted him
ahout $56 a day, even at-.-_thls_smﬂli
task. It wasn't long, however, be-
fore the pilots ran their boats close
enough to the shore; te jump off
on to the bank.

“fialf a century ago, it was the
ambition of most of the boys
\this neighborhood, to become the

owner or commander of a canal
bont, many of them starting at the
age of 10 to 12 years to drive the
towpath horses and mules, o as 1@
become scouainted with the river
and the business. MNaw it has 'all
gme!n




Industries
Had Beginnings In
SCIllly“ﬂ“ Valley’

Pcnnsv]vama s Early Indus-
tries Started Close to
“Hidden River”

FORGE BUILT IN 1716

Progenitor of Abraham Lin-‘
coln Was Among Val-
- ley’s Early Pioneers

Much of the early history ofI
Pennsylvania is closely related mur
the Schuylkill River and valley, in
[Philadelphia, Montgomery, Chester
and Berks Counties,
| Here was the beginning of the
iron, coal and railroad industries of
the State.

America’s iron industry started in
this region, organized anthracite
coal mining began in ihe Schuyl-
kill Valley, and the Reading Rnil»
tond  System had its beginning
the result of these industrial babms
erying for elbow room to grow in.

The first iron forge in Pennsyl-
vanig was located on the Manataw-
ney creek near Pine Forge in 1716,
It was known as Rutter's or Mana-
tawney Forge,

The Coveniry Forge followed in
1T17. It was located near Coventry-
ville, in Chester counly, and 1is
marked with a tablet.

Both of these forges were operat- |
ed on the antigue Catalan method,
which extracted the dron direct
{rom the ore. 1t made use of char-
coal, was a very wasteful and ex-
pensive method and soon gave way
to the furnace method,

The Poole {orgé was established in
Amity township, Berks county, in
1725, by a company of prominent
Pmnsy‘lvan]ans. Among them were

 Cagpar Wistar, George Wittlin, W.
Rawle, Alexander Wooddrop and
James Lewis.
| Early Pennsylvanians put the fron
industry on what was then a modern
basis, The first iron furnace In
America was erected at Colebrook-
dale in 1720. Thomas
©Company built the furnace, The site
is about one mile southwest of Boy-
ertown, unmarked.

The ereat, great grandfather of
Abraham Lincoln was a member of
‘the company which built the next
furnace, at Rock Run, near Coven-

» in 1726, The partners in this
) were Samuel Nutt, Wil-

(kill Valley. Boy scouts and other

Rutter &

Sedundaan 10[15[1956

B s qoAu T !
| Business women were on the job|
in those early days, in spite of curl
papers and stomachers. Mrs. Anng
Nutt, widow of Samuel Nutt, organ-
ized the Warwick Furnace, in part-
nership with Samnuel Nutt, Jr,, and
Samuel Savage, Jr. If was buﬂt in
1737, also on the south branch of
I"rench Creek, It was the Ilargest
iron furnace of its time, the Hope-
well {furnace Nanking second. Its
annual -production was 1200 tons of
pig iren.

It is interesting to note how these
early ironmasters perpetuated thelr
businesses by handing them down
through the family, each generation
becoming in its fum ironmasters.
They also served their country well,
for when the Revolution broke out
the furnaces transformed their
peaceful programmes into the man-
ufacture of cannen, cannon balls
and shells for the armies of Wash-
mgbon, exactly as. modern | steel
kings turned their great plants into
munitions factories in the World
War, It is claimed that the Schuyl-
kill Valley’s iron industriés played
a major part in winning America’s
independence. -

The fuel used in ironmaking was
dor many year charcoal only. As a
_'resmt hundreds of charceal kilns
rsprung up in  the heavily-wooded
mountaima of the Berks-Chester
Montgomery section of the Schuyl-

week-end hikers and motor pienie
parties stumble on the blackened re-
‘mains of these primitive charcoal
pits to this day. Many of them are
found in the hills ¢n the Brooke
estate in Southern Berks,

ey Ly
ue in the m
As lovely and deep Hng.‘
As the blue m Bn lnﬂng
There is sunshine all dvér the
hillsides, _
Above where the Schuylkill

And gdown where each busy mill
hides— \
But the wind it is cold, as it
blows,

Tauntingly lashing oux Spirit
i speeds o'er the hills in m !
flight;
Hach tree as the ived blasts draw
near i,
Qt;;i.:}l down as in terrored af-
The shrubs near the housecs all’
quiver;
The doors and the windows all
quake;
We chillily shudder and shiver
As the world and its all seems
to shake, »

Like a. sort of sorrowed miserere
It,blsobs and it blows and it |

Till all that s swaying grows |
weary,

And everything lougs for re-
pose.

But it’s March—month of wind—

we gll know it,

And so are all wused tome
mm

_ Anthracite followed charcoal. It
[was first used about 1840 and step-
‘ped up the pace of iron production
enormously. Anthracite also set a
new psce by starting the first coal
iroad system in America, The early
method of transporting plg iron was
by canal boats, called arks. To take
care of them the Schuylkill Canal
Navigating Company came into
|being in 1815, although the Union
Canal Company was organized in
1791. It was taken over by the
Schuylkill Navigation Company.
But canals were not fast enough.
So a rallroad, operating by harsel
power, was built in 1833 from Port,
Clinton to Reading and Pottsville,'
thence to Philadelphia. George B.-
Kelm, Mathias S. Richards, Isaac
-organ

All mmm bhmt when it wm
B0,
Wu]usherlnAm‘ﬁ-—-undrm!

AC LS

EVERLASTING PEACE
I We gaze out o'er the Schuylkill,

to the West,
Where Laurel Hill provides @
place of rest
For one we knew so well in
days gone by,
Who did so much before the
call, “Come hi?

Had summoned him from battle,
and in peace
He waits the Judgment Day in
calm release;
Why should we mourn Ia}‘
him?—he knows
The glory that we see not, in
our ‘woes.

He's there among the gmssea-'
and the trees,
—Truih symbols of smanitsr areés

The flowers on his smve in
faithh he keeps (
Close to his breast as end- |
lessly he sleeps; |
Our tears all trespass on this |
scene of rest,
mmerethasmﬂmgam isa.t‘
it best;
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Was misty with fregrance
We love fo greet,

O'er all the grasses
Green and sweel,

1 peered through o vista
Of leaning trees ;
Dressed in a tangle |
Of vines that swepl, 1
Toward Schuylkill ripples
With vines in the waves i
Like the vines in the breezgy |
Til the yearning lips i
Of the wavelets crept
And kissed them then
In great ecstacies;
And wistfully laughed
b A.C cC.
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‘That stﬁdious

abiding 'p:m
thoughtfulness and 7,
tion, which rig

characterizes
| the mmberstﬁp of the Bociety ef
Friends, is suggested very much in
- singularly restful appearanee of
the titaﬂding and tﬁa surmundlngss

show that the m“ s
mﬁ! was 8§
Ithe Fox o . which at that

Y the meeting-housz
'was erected the Hz-iends held their
meetings in the humes of vartous

generall

2 'Iheaxactdqﬁeofmeérscﬁmm
ﬁheﬂmmaeunghmisnmmr-
tain af the present time. However,
1t was umdoubtedly built in the early
eighteenth century, and some years
Tbgtm December 1714, when the
F‘rimdsutmeddandmmwth

hy Haverlord, the

|monthly meeting for themselves al
Gwynedd. Extracts from the rec-
ords of various families show very
conclusively that there was 1o

meeting-house  until some years
after 1700, the most likely date be-
ing 1710,

The otiginal structure still re-
mains, although it has undergone |9
considerable alteration. the oldest
part being that section of the huild-
ing nearest the older portion oi
graveyard. From the ¢

of the meeting-house, as it nﬁw
stands, it iz evident that it was
built at two different periods, be-
sides the alterations, and that dif-
ferent materials were used on each

were permitied
parent meeting, to hold the firsi|

|rooms,

Tiwedl'rm schools were well
aftended, many apils being
0 than members of the Society.

‘Many boys eame from great dis-
fances in the winter, when the
farm work was done,

There is a tradition that David
Rittenhouse, the eminent aston-

{ lomer, attended the school at Ply-

mouth Meeting, although that has
not been verified. He was said to
‘have come on horseback and batre-
footed, in his earlier bovhood. There
is no doubt thal many of the bovs
did so in earl colonial days ant!
even in later

Among the teachers in the uhi
meeting-house were Jesse 5
‘and Jostah Albertson, Alan W, Cur-
son, Dr, Hiraim Corson, snd many
others of '(hat sammtion attended
mernedast h:;ttlpﬂu s an W, cnrson
recall in buyhmd 3’&
there was a log Stable in the
ing-house yard to accommodate t
horses of pupils, who came great
distances to attend the school. Some
came from Whitpain and some from
the upper part of Gwynedd Town-
ship. Later on, the Friends of Ply-
mouth Meeting built the Eight-
8quare school house, It was eraetzd]
i“e&" Wdi;hgﬂm mumt ¢!

and par
of the grounds adjoining the newsr
part. of the gragve-yard.
e bhilding of octagonal school

hnum was guite common ab that
time, due lo the belief that

sons also believe that anather rea-
sont for the building suhonl
holises was the belk t.hst |
““"‘h‘”‘m""““‘uﬂ‘“?{:n iay
reac pup
Individugl, rather than
élass mstrmtion. was greatly fav-
In those days. 1
coming down  to more recant
times, we learn that the butning of

'Lhe the meeting-house on February 1s,|

1867, was a. calamity, ©in one sense,

but led to its reconstruction, the

old walls being used, so far as

was possible, for the new structm

‘I'heﬂre which s supposed to have
from the hob ashes de-

posited in the cellar, wood being

'usadrortuglatl.lmtums oceurred |
morning,

during the . Changes and
alierations have been made in the
bullding since that time, but they
have been comparatively

unimport-
ant and have sltered its appearance
very little, ~
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