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Penn Valiey Five

or Ten Years Hence

Modern Homes, Fine Roads,
Community Activities Are
Pictured.

Have you stopped to consider the
Penn Valley of five or ten years hence?
We will be an old cominunity then, the
home of fine residerices and beautiful
estates. Our poptilation should be sev-
cral thotsand and we should be as dis-
tinctive as Merion or Haverford—more
distinctive, let us hope. We shall have
broad and well-paved highways lined
with mature flowering fruit trees which
will make Penn Valley the mecca of
all who love the beauties of “out of
doors™ particularly during the flower-
ing season in early spring.

Bryn Mawr Avenue, which we now
view with mingled feelings of pride
and concern, will be a main artery of
travel from the westerly suburbs to
northern Philadelphia, although it will
not carry much heavy traffic. Tt will
be lined with lovely homes and will be
beautifully planted, State Road will
be a wide well-paved road and will
probably carry considerable heavy
tref®es Fhe new State Ronlivard. o
Valley' Eorge will be open, let us hope,
providiig us Penn Valleyites with
through and gquick traffic possibilities
to the heart of the city. Viaducts over
Belmont Avenue and City Line will
mean entrance to the now newly paved
West River Drive within five minutes
from our homes. Ten or fifteen min-
utes to City Hall should be the regu-
lar program.

On either side this boulevard will
be lined with fine homes and the whole
area, from State Road to the River,
will be Class A residential country.
The crossroads—Woodbine, Gulph and
Hapgyvs Ford—will run through to the
River. Of course the township dump
and the piggeries will long since have
given away to the march of modern
progress.

Ten years from now we shall have
built our Community House with its
swimming pool and social halls. We
shall also have our Penn Valley Golf
Club down on the heights near the
River. Our own golf, less than fve
minutes from our doorsteps — how
many would like that in the near fu-
ture? Perhaps there may be a flying
field nearby and certainly the Associa-
tion will make every cffort to con-
tinue the lovely woodsev roads and
trails which now make horseback
riding in Penn Valley such a joy.
Transportation will come slowly,
which is as most of us will wish it
The railroads and trolleys will never
reach Penn Valley, but in time we
shall have our bus lines.

And lastly, in much less than ten
vears, the Penn Valley News will be
published regularly by Mr. Livingston
as one of his chain of suburban papers.

Dr. and Mrs. W. S, Hargett spent
their vacation this July in Canada and
Vermont,
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cabin, built about 1683 for Katherine Thomas and family,
rst Welsh homes in our Penn Valley district,

This pencil sketch was drawn by the artist, Mr. Jonathan Jones, one
of her descendants, by a deseription given him mauy years ago by his

father of the original log cabin.

Many of the early Friends’ matriages took

lace in this cabin bheiore

the erection of the Merion Meeting House in 1695,
Sketch given through the kindness of Mrs. Laura Lee Jones.

Early Days—When Penn

Val

ey Was

Penn’s Valley

The Colonial and Revolationary his-
tory of the Penn Valley district will in-
terest all of those who now live in that
portion of Lower Merion Township.

Traditions, contents of old deeds,
local landmarks and lives of the early
settlers should make us love the great
trees. hills and vallevs, running brooks,
birds and fauna of Penn Valley.

At the corner of Montgomery Ave-
nue and Woodbine Avenue the Colo-
nial Dames have placed a stone in-
scribed: “On this and adjacent ground,
Washingion's Army encamped Sep-
tember 14, 1777." This event took
place after their retreat from the Bat-
tle of the Brandywine to Valley Forge.

The old house on the Montgomery
School property is referred to as Penn
Hall and Penn Cottage.

Thomas Penn-Gaskill, a great-great-
great-grandson of William  Penn,
owned the property in 1846, In his
will he calls himself of Ballymaloe,
County Cork, Ireland, and Penn Hall,
Montgomery County.

Thomas' widow, Mary, in 1852, first
month thirty-first, gave a reception
and dinner to Granville John Penn, a
lineal descendant of William Penn, an
Englishman visiting friends in this
country. Having invited him to dine
with her at her residence, the beautitul
Penn Cottage, also the family of Peter
Penn-Gaskill and his children, all the
descendants of William Penn, The
whole entertainment was conducted in
a very elegant and expensive manner.
It was now 169 vears since their ances-
tor came to this favored land—then a
wilderniess. And though few in num-
bers there were present in that parlor
the descendants of William Penn by
each of his wives.

There were also present descendants
of the first President of Councils, first
Governor, first Speaker of the First

Lég_is]at'ive Assembly, James Logan,
the ;Secretary of William Penn, The
Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, also An-
thony Morris, the first Mayor of Phila-
delphia.

The portion of the Penn Valley of
special interest to us is the 61214 acres
of the southern part of Penn Valley
deed to John ap Thomas, which was
the northern part of the Welsh tract
consisting of 2500 acres between City
Line west of Montgomery Avenue,
MeClenaghans Mill Road, Meontgom-
ery School Line, Righters Mill Road,
North of Mary Waters Road, to the
Schuylkill River, south to City Line.

September 16 and 17, 1681, William
Penn deeded to seventeen Welshmen—
John ap Thomas and Dr. Edwin Jones,
Trustees—5000 acres of land in Penn-
sylvania for a consideration of 100
pounds, Half of this land was sur-
veyved above Philadelphia and was
known as the Welsh tract. John ap
Thomas died in Wales, but his wife,
Katharine, sons and daughters settled
in 1683 in the Welsh fract and the
6124 acres deeded to them was called
“Gelli Yr Cochiad™—"the grove of the
red partridge,” and to this day the
song of the "Boh White” is heard in
the meadows and clearings.

Our illustration of the Katharine
Thomas cahin, built before 1683, was
drawn many years ago by one of our
oldest inhabitants. The artist, Mr.
Jonathan Jones, was given the design
by his father who remembered the
cabin before it was removed for the
present modern building.

This cabin was located on the Wal-
ter Jones farm, east of State Road and
north of Mary Waters Ford Road,

The western half of the John ap
Thomas plantation, 303 acres, since
1851, was the Magee farm, and the
eastern half ran from State Road and

CONTINUED ON SECOND PAGE
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'Phone Listings

Muany Penn Valley residents
arranged last spring to have
their 'phones listed both m the
suburban and Philadelphin diree-
tories as Fenn Valley, [f wou |
have not done so already, you
should write the Bell Telephone
Company office in  Ardmore
asking for this change in listing.
With the growing importance
and recognition of our combii-
nity, the condition will seon
arise that a listing under any
other designation than Penn Val-
ley will confuse and mislead
those who use the ‘phone book,

Treasurer’s Report

After piving Careful study to the
regular needs of the Association it ap-
pears that for the wear 1930-31 $2500
will be required to continue the work
which has already beeu started.

So far we have received from about
fifty members $1608.50, and have spent
as follows:

T o e ey S e $608.10
Trees .oivne. 340.00
Printing = 199.95
Miscellaneous ... oo 13043
Organization Work ... 208.40

$1486.88 ' Jr

This leaves a balance ink the ac-
count of $121.62.

These requirements appear to he
conservative, and in view of the fact
that the work which has already heen
accomplished could not have been done
with the mioney at hand if it had net
been for the co-operation of the officers
and embers who did considerable on
their own initiative.

That Women’s Club

So far as the Executive Committee
knows there has been no move as vet
towards the formation of a women's
organization, Now that we are all
back from vacation, won't the ladies
please try to get together?

It would solve a lot of Penn Valley
problems—particularly it would relieve
the committee of worry over the re-
freshments at the association meetings,
If someone or some two or three will
just indicate a willingness to call a
“get together"” meeting for some after-
noon the committee will be glad to
send out notices.

The Autumn Meeting

At 8 P. M. on Tuesday, October 14,
we hold our fall meeting at the Mont-
gomery School. There will be bref
reports by vour officers and Mr., Peter
C. Hesgs, our Township Treasurer, will
give us a description of Township mat-
ters. Light refreshments will follow.

Please try and be present.

Mr. and Mrs. E. Burke Wiliprd,
Sally and Edward spent the summer
at Whitefield, New Hampshire, at
Spalding Inn.



Page 2

PENN VALLEY NEWS

October, 1930

Horseback Trails

in Penn Valley
(This information has been provided by
Mr. J. A. Lafore)

Perhaps the people in eur community
do not realize what has been done re-
cently in the way of providing trails
for horseback riders, not only in the
district north of Penn Valley, but also
in Penn Valley itse!f. Dotween Con-
shohocken and West Manavmk there
are over twenty miles of bridle paths
and dirt roads forming almost con-
tinual trails for horseback riding, with
only ocecasional stretches of hard road.

Due largely to the efforts of Mr,

“Clarence Wunder we now have about

three or four miles of trails in Penn
Valley itself, with about another mile
now being laid out. From the Ludlam
place on Mill Creek Road the Town-
ship has fixed a stretch of Hagys Ford
Road for horseback riding. This con-
nects to Hollow Road, which is a grass
road running towards the river. At
the intersection of Hollow Road and
Sprague Road is the beginning of a
trail passing through my place—Fenn
Valley Farm-—which is about three-
quarters of a mile long, and which con-
nects with the head of the hill on Flat
Rock Road. Flat Rock Road is a dirt
road and carries the rider to Mary
Waters Ford Road, another dirt road.
From there passing up Centennial
Road one will shortly find a beautiful
trail cutting diagonally across the
Lower Merion Township property, and
the property recently aeguired by Mr,
Arthyr Dearborn Smith, to the inter-
section of Mary Waters Ford Road and
Conshohocken State Road, This is the
point where the post stands which for-
merly carried the Penn Valley sign
which has recently heen removed (but
which has now Dbeen replaced). On
crossing State Road one gets on
Righters_ Mill Road, which is a soft
road to ITagys Ford Road at.a point
close to Dr. Bell's school. Then un.
fortunately comes a small section of
hard road which it is hoped will soon
be by-passed with a trail. Then from
Righters Mill Road, more or less
parallel to Mill Creck, is a beautiful
trail leading to Sibley Road and an-
other from Sibley Road to Fairview
Road. Both of these make connections
across Mill Creek to trails on the op-
posite side towards Conshohocken.
There .is also a trail from Righters
Mill Road, more or less parallel to Mill
Creek, to the intersection of Old Gulph
Road and Mill Creek Road. These
trails are of particular interest when
one realizes that Righters Mill Road
and a portion of Flat Rock Read, and
prabahly Mary Waters Ford Road.
were Colomial roads of considerable im-
portance in Revolutionary and pre
Revolutionary days.

: (Mr. Lafore has also provided a map

showing the location of these trails. If

you wish one, write the Association for
it—P. O. Box 205, Narberth.)

Early Days

CONTINUED FROM THE FIRST PAGE

Manavunk Road to the Schuylkill
River,

The descendants of John and Kath-
arine Thomas were all surnamed Jones,
and after the death of Katharine, the
plantation passed to the eldest son,
Thomas Jones.

Thomas Allen Glenn in “Merion in
the Welsh Tract” 1896, gives several
interesting references to the Katharine
Thomas log cabin.

“There were until recently three
houses here grouped near together.

One of these was the original log

——

house buill by Katharine Roberts,
widow of John Thomas, and the eldest
son, Thomas Jones. This ancient land-
mark, T was informed, was recently
taken down, having been first photo-
graphed by the family; another house,
vel in good condition, i1s the stone
building which, 1n a few years after
the first settlers, took the place of the
log hut. The third house is a com-
fortable mansion erected later in Colo-
nial days and since altered and modern-
ized.

“Before the building of the Merion
Meeting House, religious meetings
were often held in his house (Hugh
Roberts) and until the year 1695,
nearly all the marriages among
Friends were solemnized at the house
of Katharine, widow of John ap
Thomas, or that of Hugh Roberts,
probably because thev were large and
convenient for the voung people.”

It is interesting to know that Mr.
Lewis Jones Levick, of Bala, has a
handsome cabinet made by combining
without changing, two sea chests, hand-
somely carved which were hrought to
the New World from Wales; one was
owned by Katharine Raberts, or
Thomas, and carried her initials—EK. R.,
1664.

The early Welsh setilers grew flax
on their plantation and the women
wove the linen, also cloth from the
wool.

Katharine's son, Thomas Jones, died
in 1727. An inventory of his estate in-
cluded: Three spinning wheels, two
pounds five shillings, flax and hemp,
four pounds, wheat and rye in barn,
twenty pounds, hay and barley, eight
pounds, wheat in the mill, ten pounds,
brass pans, kettle and pots, five pounds
fifteen shillings, fifty vards fine linen,
cight pounds, saddle, bridle and pillion,
3 pounds ten shillings, eleven cows and
bull, twenty-five pounds, etc. The en-
tire estate amounted to 320 pounds.

An English pound of those days was
worth about $20 in our present money.

Fvans Jones, the son of Thomas, in-
herited the western half of the Katha-
rine Thomas plantation, which was
after 1851 the Magee farm.

The site of the Evans Jones house
before 1748 was on Gulph Road near
Moreno Road. Mr. Daniel A. New-
hall remodeled and added to the old
house in building his new home, but
he did not alter the old rafters, ceil-
ings, fireplace and stairs.

Evans Jones must have used oxen
on the farm, as an “inventory of his
estate made in 1748 included “pair of
oxen yoak.” also six pewter dishes and
twelve plates, cash in house, eighteen
pounds, nine shillings, fourteen rush
bottom chairs, three indentured serv-
ants, forty-two pounds, etc.

There 1s so much of interest in our
Penn Valley district that we might
form a Penn Valley Historical Society
and mark the site of the Katharine
Thomas log cabin, Penn Hall and
other such interesting places.

This article was prepared and written
and the cut was furnished by M.

James F. Magee, Jr., to whom the As-
sociatrion is indebted for this interesting
bistorical description.

Mr. W, D. Fuller recently moved
to his new home, “Deanewood,” on
Righters Road. He has recently had
as his guest Mr. John S. C. Head, of
Great  Missenden, Bucks, England,
whose home s cloge to William
Penn's ancestral home at Stoke Poges.
Mr. Head repeatedly remarked upon
the beauty of Penn Valley and upon
its similarity to the English Stoke
FPoges.
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Interesting Correspondence

Why Don’t You Write?

The first issue of Penn Valley News
was fine. [ extend my compliments to
the aofficers of the association for their
initiative in starting it. May it thrive
and become a valuable bulletin of
progress in Penn Valley! It will do
more than anything clse to impress the
name Penn Valley on the minds of
our residents,

The article concerning the proposed

Parkway to Valley Forge is of espe-
cial importance to us. We owe a debt
of gratitude to Mr. Serrill for his sug-
westion and to the Regional Planning
Federation for agreeing to show the
route on the prelminary plan which
they are preparing,.
“A few words could well be said here
about the work of the Regional Plan-
ning Federation. [Its efforts should he
constantly boosted and encouraged By
all residents of Philadelphia and sub-
urbs, and particularly by the property
owners of Penn Valley. If the won-
derful plans of the Federation are car-
ried out, including the Valley Forge
Parkway, it means the ppening up of
Penn Valley, not in the nature of a
real estate promotion, but to the end
that the beauties of the section may
be preserved for all time.

Getting back to Mr. Serrill's sug-
gestion of the Valley Forge Parkway,
a vision came to me while reading
about it which I would like to pass
along ta the readers of the News, with
the hope that someone will like the
idea and will act on it, or bring it to
the attention of someone who will act
on it and at once, 1 hope.

The vision is of 2 PAY-AS-YOU-
PLAY COLF COURSE on the beau-

tiful  heights  above the Schuylkill
River, or, better yet, a RECREA-
TIONAL CENTRE, including golf

course, swimming pools, tennis courts,
and other features comprising a
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT such as
Philadelphia does not yet possess but
needs badly.

The proposed' GOLEF COURSE or
RECREATIONAL CENTRE should
be laid out with the main entrance and
much of its area along the proposed
Valley Forge Parkway. Prior to con-
struction of the Parkway there would
he ample access to it by means of the
present roads.

1 recommend the idea as a proftable
venture for some far-sighted man like
Mr. Powell, who had the courage to
develop the Valley Forge Golf Club.
The trouble with the latter is that it
is too far away. It is 1.6 miles from
my house, which makes it about 185
miles from City Hall. There is a
great need for a SPORTS CENTRE
nearer at hand, and now is the time to
do it while land is available and not
too expensive. And can anyvone say
that the Valley Forge Golf Club, pub-
lic as it is, has lowered property values
of adjacent property?

There is perhaps still another ad-
vantage to the suggestion, and that
is that it probably would hasten con-
struction of the proposed Parkway,
and as the Parkway is so important to
the future of Penn Valley, anything
which would hasten it along is to
evervone's advantage.

As a precedent for my suggestion, 1
call attention to an outstanding public
development which has already been
carried out in Westchester County,
N. Y., where all valleys, streams,
lakes and wooded areas wherever pos-
sible were taken over several years
ago for park and recreational purposes,
Swimming pools, recreational centres,

.

golf courses and camping areas were
planned, and the residents of West-
chester County and surrounding coun-
trv have bheen provided with better
recreational facilities on a public, vet
self-supporting, nature than exist any-
where else, as far as I know. In-
creased property values have resulted
from this, far exceeding all expecta-
tions and more than paying for the
cost of development.

May this suggestion come to the
attention of someone able to carry it
throngh, and may it be fulfilled in the
very near future.

V. L., SANDERSON.

Have You Walked Down

Bryn Mawr Avenue?

Tf you haven't, you will have a treat
when wvou do so. The township has
done a real joh and we all owe our
thanks to the Commissioners and par-
ticularly to Mr. Mancill. The new
road swings down through the valley
alongside of Gulley Run with fine,
sweeping curves and through country
which we all know is very lovely. It
extends from Culph Road to within
about 130 feet of Manayunk Road,
where it temporarily stops until some
final decision is reached by the State
as to how they are going to improve
Conshohocken  State  Road. by
Mawr Avenue will then he properly
connected up with State Road. The
new roadbed is full 30 feet in width,
built of conerete topped with asphalt

‘and with a dressing of fine stone to
' give it a pleasing gray appearance.

The road is curbed its entire length
and proper drainage outlets have been
provided mto Gulley Run.

The road will be open to traffic
within a few weeks and while a bit
bumpy at the eastern end it will at
once provide a fine cutoff from Mont-
gomery Pike to Chestout Hill, Ger-
mantown, Roxborough, Manayunk and
the northern suburbs of Philadelphia.
Residents of Penn Valley whose chil-
dren attend the Cynwyd School will
possibly find it more convenient than
the present route down Montgomery
Avenue and over Meeting House Lane.

Fire Plugs and Signs

We have few fre plugs in Penn
Valley at present. Here are their lo-
cation: three on Montgomery Avenue
one at Bryn Mawr Avenue, one at
Gulph Road and one near the Wohlert
Nurseries; one on Bryn Mawr Ave-
nue at Wellington Road; one at Mill
Road near Manor Road, and one at
the junction of Mary Waters Ford and
State Roads.

Your commirtee has  suggested
further plugs at the following locations
and we hope to secure at least some
of them: Woodbine Avenue at Bryvn
Mawr Avenue; Bryn Mawr Avenue
at Gulph Road; Manor Road at Gil-
pin Road; Moreno Read half way irom
Mill Road to Gulph Road: Righters
Mill Road at Hagys Ford Road, and
Fairview Road near Hagys Ford Road.

Street signs in Penn Valley are not
altogether satisfactory and perhaps the
association can do something about it.
Have you any suggestions?

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Jordan have
just returned from Jasper Park, Can-
ada, after a wvery delightful outing.
They also wisited Vancouver., Mon-
treal, and Quehec,

e i e

My, and Mrs. J. G. Allen and family
spent some time this summer at Long-
port,
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Notes of Adanm Sutton, who evidently was writing a book of
history concerning Lower lerion Township, Montgomery County,

in the year 1888, Obtained from papers of Dr. Charles K,

Mills, deceased, ithrough his daughter, lra, Helen 1, Weisenourge.

Pennuanship poor and ink fading. Bome data may be transcribed
in a faulty manner,

Paper: dMills Cotton 17illse. Woollen Factoly
Thog. Annis Wm. Chadwick Jno. Levering
Jaconh Hagy Geo. McClenachan Jno Towere
Bliz. Helmstad ! Re Wetherill

TLlyod Jones
Bvan Jones

flam Lelman Sow Mills Grist Will
Abner Levering G. MeClenachan
¥, Bheetz, Jno. Levering IJno Roherts, Estate

G. lMeClenachan

e Q;lng Mill ? man

Jno Hagy Silas Jones G. Greeves.

[r:
4

Preface:

In presenting to my fellow citizens this little local
history of Tower Merion Tomnship, I do not claim to give account
of all the events that have occurred during the two centuries
of its settlement., The writer does claim, however, some degree
of aceuracy in what is presented. Ile has been actuated by motives
of true philanthrony, and hopes that the perusal of these pages
may inflise into the minds of some of the rising generatiion a
reverence for the tract and to note well the passing events of
the present, so as to hand down to posterity an zccurate account
thereof., Very much that has been published during the last half
century of the early settlers of the township, their doings, ete,
hag been, to the personal kZnowledge of the writer, very erroneous.
The writers seem to have been informed of a few facts =nd these
drew upon their fanciful imaginations for the purpose of making
rendable articles at the sacrifice of veracity, It has baken no
emall xmxk amount of labor and patience to collect the information
herein imperted. Tons of publications and millions of paper, of
manuscripts, bave had to be closely mxmximm® scanned. nothing has
been taken from mere hearasay, without having it well authenticated,
The writer acknowledges hig indebhtedness for assistance in this
work to historians, Buck, Bean, Jonegs, 8mith and others,
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Papers of Adam Sution--~From papers of Dr, Chas. K. M11lls,

An outline of =z brief Hissery of Lower Merion Twnshp, froam its
earliest Settlement o date---1838

Claseification of latter,

Looation, acreage, and square miles etc.
organization, FTlora, linerals,
Tarly Settlerg, Qwsers; Pasgt,Present and Yumber,
Horges and Cows: Past and Present. Blaves Btc per assessment.
Pords, Ferries and Tisheries & Owners & Freshets.
Internal Improvements,

s

* ma g B8 e

Roade, Railraods, Canals, & Stage Routes, Station, Bridges.
8tores, past and Present; Hotels, Post and Presen’, Proptis.
ters.

sachools, Past and Present, and Teachers.

Churches, When erected: Preachern; Payeiciane.
Tndustries, when and where est, and by whon.

Parks, when est. officers and capital.

Supervisors, and time of service,

Agsessgors & Auditors & time of service.

Constables & Justices of the Peace and time of services

. Post 0ffices, and when Established & Postuas

SO HPOO2G

. Marriasge of early seitlers and where.
« Naturalization of Fereign Citizens,
: Beneficial and otlier sccleties,

i w)

Law Suits and the participants.

Grand and Petit Jurors. Estab, election Polls and where.

0ld buildings. Now in existence.

Soldiery of Revolution; War of 1812; Rebellicn,

Fatalities: such as murders, fTires, asccldents.

VYiscellaneous incidents and reminescence,

Cemateries, number acreage, population, the most
distinguished, cost of tombs, etec.
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Papers of Adam Sutton-«=From I, M

OLD PHOPLE,

Jno Llewellyn, son of Griffith, who came in 1690, born in
Lower Mexrion in 1719---died 1786,

Capt. Jno Young, born mesr White Hall in 1742. died Aug. 19t
1822 Aged 80, Buried in L, M, Baptist Church
Ground,

David Young. Sept 15th,1826 aged 80

Llwellyn Young, Bove 28th 1828 aged 84

Morrip Llwellyn, Nov, 20th 1829 Aged 7.

Jnoe. Righter, Tov. 20th 1828 LA © It §

Azaetne Young Oet. SEtL 1827 " 82

Geo. HcClenachan Sept. 8 1832 " 31 neck broken

" " " Aug 12 1833 "4

-

Lieut, &no L Young, a géIhn soldier of war of 1812, died at
Indlanapolis, Ind,, in the fall of 1839, in his
$9th year. lention is made elsewhere of "his company.

KHary Taylor, died Dec. 10th 1843 aged 80.

James Wilsor father-in.law of Cartner, ~July 5th 1849-aged 99.

Elizabeth Llwellyn, 2nd wife of Capt. Jno. Young died at
llerion Square, Feb. 29th 1850, in her 87th year. inter.
at L. M., Baptist Church. Borxrm in L.M. 1763.

Jno Weyner, an old resident of L.M. died April 3rd 1853 aged 84

Hartha Young, April 5th 1855 aged 76
Sarah Young July 24th 1856 v, 78
Samuel Young Aug. lst 1856 " 80
Jno. Youn* Oct. 30th 1856 " 80
Mary Gmith, May 1l4th 1857 " 100
Paul ,Jones Bept. 1lth 1857 ® B2
Lioyd Jonesd, BSept l?th 1857 " 92
Ann Smith fept 22nd 1857 " .88
Dr. HMorris lMe¢Clenacha \n, a native of L, M., and son of late
George lMeClenachan and grand son of Blair lfeClenachan » 28
distinguished patrioct of the Revolution died at Phils.M@rch
16th 1860, in his 63rd year.
Ann lenques, died Deec. 20th 1861 =ged B8,
””1f“it; Young, April 20th 1862 " 77
David Young Oet. 8th 1863. " 73
Ia v Jti;lwﬁaon Dec, 20th 1863 . 80
Interred at Lutheran Ground.
Uno. R, Smith, Tuly 20th 1864 aged 74

Er. Fno. H. Levering, an eminent physician died Feb. U3th 1868,
in his 49th year, Interred at L.MH. Baptist Church, He wgs a
gentlmen of fine social quvllt1e= oT both head and huar+ and
all who came in contact with him were constrained to respect
him through his genial marners add so i#dlity. He occupi=d no
mean place among fthe medical fraterni and his uut¢Mel death
ol deeply regretted by a host of Peace to thy ashes,

:—a-*
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Abm. Levering, died at Lafayette, Ind. Oct. of 1866, aged 79
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D=vid Liwellyn, died Sept. 8th 1861 aged 80
Williem lcBlenachan, died Feb. 19th 1889 aged 53
Susan Smi th Apr. 13th 1868 " o7
Ann Rust, or Reist, liay 2&5th 1869 " 96
Jno. Righter, June 16th 13869 " 84
Jno. Llwellyn, Dec. 12th 1869 " 82
Asab @Glanding Dee, 13th 1869 " 898

Richard B, Jones, a native of L.M.and son of Hno Jones, Judge,
born in 1783, died at Phils., Feb. 1l4th 1879 in his 87th year,
He was buried at Doylestown Cemetery. He fell hei® to a
valuszble plantation and was xxmmmkxtmborktk Assoclate Judge of
lontgomery County for many years, He was present at the bone-
bardment of Tripoli, about the year 1802, and had reputation

of being a gallant officer. He was a2 gentleman od education and
refinement and Tor many years held a prominent position in
society.

A, B, UlcKeever, died Sept. 2nd 1876. aged 68
Villinm Meys, Sept. 27th 1876 * 63
Andrew Crawfoxd, Qet 19%th 1870 " 94
Ann Scheetz, ay 30th 1871 B 96
Yo Wniteman : July 18tk 1871 "o82
Arnn Grow, Aug., 10th 1871 " 85
James Grow, Aug. 1l5th 1871 » 85
Israel lorris, Aug. 1l7th 1871 " 094
Blizabeth Scheetz, Aug 19th 1871 # 96.
dno. Yewberry Dec. 9th 1871 " 80
Ym. Llwellyn. Dec, 27th 1870 w 79

OLD PEOPLE=-Continued-

David N, Egbert, a very prominent citizen of L,M. in Rris day.
Kept store and tavern at Merion Bguare & number of years, and
held office of Justice of Peace a long while, ete, eto.

Heiiiied Ifay 13th 1873, aged 86.

Llgyd Barr, died Rept. 3rd 18%3 Aged 80
Elizabeth Lewis, Qets 1O0th 1875 on 83
Isaac DeHaven Oct 26th 1873 " 76
Vm,. Thomas Bov. 28th 1873 el 88
Idno Walnwright July 18+l 1874 i 88
Mary Hayes July 2/nd 1874 " 86

Letitia , relict of Morris McClenachan, of L.}, died at
Philadelphia, July 8th 1874, in her 74th year. Interred at
South Lazurel Hill Cemetery, She was a lady of education

and refinement and was universally respected for her many
noble qualities,

Sarsh Givin Jan 26th 1878 Aged 95

irs, Harriet, velict of David Young, beinzg the matron of
General Wayne Hotel, died Oct. l4th 1876, ate age of 70.
Mrs, Young was a lady of in telligsnce, kind and motherly
unto all with whom she came in conatet and won the respect
and confidence of all who knew her.

Jacob Stadelman, the inheritor and proprietor for many years
of Black Horse Hotel, died Noc. 24th 1874. ag-d 80. Interred
at Lutheran Cemetery.
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garah Givin (a reph®tition) @bed Jan 20tk 1875 aged 95
®Blizabeth Fisher, July 17th 1876 " 80
Thos. Whiteman Ha®, 16th 1877 aged 82

£ "

Catharine Sibley Nov. 28t 1877
Ann “cglan“nJL“ a 1uuu‘ter of George lcClenachan, of L.M,
died mt West Philzadelphi Apri‘ th 1878, in her 68th year.

I )
She. like other members uf her n_llJ, was a lady of refimenént
and hiJklg respected, Interred at . Baptisé Churchyard,

Thomas Vaughan, & worhty citizen died Nov. 4th 1878+in his
82nd year,

Jno. Levering, a noted Geom#triclan, and one of the most
refinzd gentlemen that ever lived, died Mowv. 13th 1878 in
his 90th yesr., He'was born and always lived a mile and a %
of %the L. . Acadenmy, near which place he ended his days.

Col. Owen Jones, a descendsnt of one of the very earliest
pttlers died at bl “ane-—Vynn91ood-~Dec. 25th 1878. in his
J*T yvear, Interred at Laurel Hill Cemetery. At bresking out of
bellion Mr. Jcre xxixxxxi rajised a company of cavalry among

ul" personal frie
officers were: Cap

in L.M., and adjacent townships. The
Owen Joneg; ist lisutenant J. Stadeslmang

D I:'PQ-Cﬂ o, o
J
-

“ﬂd Iieut. Theo Sh at. Col. Jones! military record is to De
commended,; so long as he remained with the army. He entered

army as Cﬁwuai J ly 1st 1881, of 1lst Penna Cavalry, 4 days
afterward he was promoted to rank of liajor and in Oct. following
to Lieutnnwnt Colonel, He led his regiment at Drasinsville, and
when Stonewall Jackson agpeared in the Shenandoah Valley, his
re hiaekt wan semrt thither to check his operntlot . He was in
actiun almost constantly from this time and went through sharp
encounters at Cedar lfountain, 2nd Bull Run, Harrisonburg,
PortWepublic, Cross Xeys and FPredericksburg. After MeClellan's
reisgnation and Hooker's sumcession to the Army of the Potomsc,
Jones resigned and retired to privete life, until the end of
life, which terminated quite suddenly while on hig way to spend
an evening with a friend. He was found dsad upon his own
premises, sotth of the P. R, R. He awalts the dawn of the lamt
day at IxsMyxfwwekwxy Laurel Hill Cemetery. He was possessed

of ample mesns, but seldom used it except for his own persondl
ends,

Jesge Stillwagon Died Jan 1&th 1879 aged 89
Priscilla Tunis, . Feb, Bth 187% 89
Eleanor Curwin, Feb 6th 1879 " 91
nduOlph Scﬁeeuu, par 26th 1879 g2
¥m. B, Taylor Yay 3rd 1879 15
Susan Smith Aug 19th 1879 87
John Deal " 24th 1879 83

Chédrles Kryles died at his residence, at Ardmore, October 28th
1879 in his 95t year. He was born of Eno and Harriet Eryles,
who kept Sxmmm Seven Stars Iotel for many years. From 1824 to

1870 he serv=4 28 a school director. From his majority until
breaking out of Rebellion he was a Democrat in polities and waes
gleated by that party to State Legislature, in 1842, In 1861

he affiliated with the Hepubliecan party and continued a2 warnm
supporter of the party until called from earth, During his

gojourn her
capacities

L

ie served his felldw citizens in many public
was frequently cliogen as executor and to manage

5

f‘J!‘D




0ld People 4 @

trusts. He was a man highly respected and »f warm,peaceful

intergrity, He died in house where ne first saw the light of
18y .

Hennalh Hoffman died Jan Tth 1880 aged 91

Hannah Stanley died April 135th 18380 80

Horatio G. Litzenberg, Tor many year proprietor of the Red

Tion Hotel, =nd =tore, died War 23rd 1880, in his 66th year, Xf
leating a valuable estate. Interred at L.M, Bapiist Churehyard.

Ino Hoffman, near Aicadenmy, died Mov. 17th 1880 aged 88
Ann Nippee, of 7ill Creek, died Jan 1llth 1881 " 91

ratilda McCQlanachan, died at West Philadelphia, Deb. 4th 1881,

in her 69th year, Interred at L.M, Baptist Church. She was youmg-
est daughter of late George HeClenachan, of L.M, and grandaughter
of Blair feClenachan. 8he bequeathied $1000 to Baptist Church

ahd $100 to Lutheran 8.8. and a2 set of china which belonged

to Joseph Bonaparte to a friend, She was an estimable and
accompdsshed lady.

liergaret Robeson Died Feb 1l6th 1881 aged 87

CharlottecJones » Aug. 29th 1881 " 54

Mary Amos (?) youngest daughter of late Thomas Amos, who was a
well known paper manufacturer,- on Mill Creek, died at Vest
Philadelphia, September 27th 1881 in her 72nd year, She was a
“woman highly esteemed and was interred at Lutheran Church grounds.

Jary Miller, died Nov. l4th 1881 aged 102 years

Emily Corman, died Dec. 1l2th 1881, in her 79th year.

Jane Warner, relict of Isaac Warner and mother of Warner men

at Haverford College, died at her residence there, llay 15th 1882,
in the 93rd year of her age, She occupied house in which she
died some 74 years and never rode in a railroad car,

Patrick Scanleon, on old country man, but long time reslident of
L,M, died Jan 27th 1883, in his 88th year,

Wm, Dunne, also an Irsihman and long a resident of L.M., near
8pring Mill, died Febs 4th 1883, in his 88th year,

Georgze Trince, died Feb l4th 1883 aged 88 years.
Mary Jones, 2nd wife of Ont. Jones and step mother of late
Col. Owen Hones, died Feb, 13th 1883, aged 90.

Hilary Krickbumm, a descendant of a well known resident of

L. M, dled Peb, 24th 1883, aged 8l.

Catherine levering, relict of Abm, Lebvering, died at Lafayette,
Ind., Nov, 25%th 1883, in her 92nd year, She was a daughter of
Wm. Hagy, proprietor of a paper mill on IIill Creek in the past
Century. She removed West with her husband , Abm. and family in
\ 1886,

llary Ann Vaughan, relict of Reuben , died Nov. 10th 1883, in
her 79th year.

Deborah Bare, oete. 2nd 1884, in her 80th year.

William Rudolph, a licentiate of the M, E, Church, died
April 12th 1885, in his 785 year,

e
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Elizabeth Young, a natice of L.M., and daughter of Captain
Young, died at Vissahickon, June 174k 1885, in 91lst year. She
lived in Merion 84 years,

Margaret Young, another daughter of Capt. Young, died at
Llwellyn, Oct. 6th 1888, in the 92nd year of her age. The
family originally consisted of 13 children, all born in

Lower lMerion, 8 of whom , including Flizabeth, died at ages
varying from 70 years upwards, Her father Capt. XZHBLX Jno.
Young was a good soldeéeér of the Revoluntionary War and was born
in Lower llerion, 1742, and lived to be 81, her to be 87, The
only surviving member of the family is the youngest, Thomas L.
Young, who now lives with his son Charles L., Young of Wissaw
hickon, Margaret's d=ath was due to senile debility. She had
never been seriously ill in her life and retained possession
of all her faculties until near the close of her life. She
never rode ina railroad car,

Hannsh Stadelman, wife of Jacob. Died Dec. 18th 3885, in her
83rd year.,

Catherine Colflesh, of L.}, died 1886 in her B86th year.

Sarah Young, a native of L.,M. and resident of the place 67
yvears, died in Hatfield (?) Townshipn, Mobtgomery County, Sept.
5th 1886,

largaret Young, & sister died Sept 8th 1886, #n her 73rd year.
Ann Rose, wife of Thos. Rose, and sister of the above named,
died in L.M. Sept 12th 1886, in her 75th year. Thus 3 sisters
in one week,

Bdward R. Price, of L.M. died at hils residence where lie was
born and lived all hie life, Aporil 18th 1887, in his 77th year.
He was a worlhy snd respected citizen amd expired to the sorrow
of his friends, and in his will remembered the old m-eting and
the friends who served him faithfully =25d left a large beguest
for educational purposes,

Mary Vaughan, relict of Thos. Vaughan, died lay 27%tk: 1887, in
her 80th year,

Jesse Vandegrift, a descendant of o0ld settler died Jan. 31lst
18887, in his 80%th year,

During the last half century, there have passed from confinesa
of Tarth, natives or residents of Lower lMerion as follows:

Dked between 70 and 80 years Some 32

» " 80 and 90 » 6%

“ " 90 and 100 ® " 36

" over 100 years " 3
ittt
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Papers of ASom Sution---From collection of Dr, Charles K,Mills,

A list of some of the pioneer sbtttlers of Lower
Merion who were naturalized in pursuance of "fn Act of
Parlisment, made in the tliirteenth yeur of the Reign of His
ajesty, King George, the Second, entitled,'An Act for
Naturalizing such Poreign Protestants, and others therein
mentioned, as are entitled or shall settle in any of His
Majesty's Colonies in America'®

Name Time of Taking Sacrament.
Helchoir leng 1751
Jacoh Hagy 17561
Andreas Warner 1751
Jacob Yoacham Sept. 20th 1761
Frederick Bicking Apr 3rd 1763
Btephen Goodman Apr 3rd 1763
Frederick Groh Sept. 1lth 1763
David Suldrick Sept 8th 1764
Jesse Guyger Begt 8th 1764
Wendel Kingfiezd Sept 8th 1764
John Growar (?) Sept 22nd 1768
Leonard Heidley Sept 22nd 1767
Martin liiller Sept 30th 1767
Jacob Peterman Apr 3rd 1769
Peter Pechin, of Haverford Aug 26th 1763
George Ott, of Bristol, Bucks Co. Pa. April 3rd 1763
Rowland Young April 3rd 1763
William S§@delman April 11th 1762

Attesgted by William Allen, RTsq.
Chief Justice of “Supreme Court.

A record of the overseers or supervisors of Roads in *
Lower lerion Tewnship, from 1703 to 1887,

1704 David Price and Cadwalader lMorgan
1705 Owen Roberts
to " "
1710 " "
1710 Jonathian Jones
1711 Thomas Jones and Benjamin Eumphreys
1712 Fenjamin Humphreys
1713 " "
1744 " "
g Peter Jonee and Pebter Yaokeham
1716 and 1717 Edwsrd Reese and Daniel Thomas
1718 John Roberst Jr.
1719 and 1720 John Roberts
1721 Rohert Roberte ahd Hugh Evans
1722 Richard Harrison and Jonathan Jones
1723 Robert Hoherss amil ugh Evans
1724 Abel Thomas and Wm. Walker

17256 and 1726 Owen Thomas and Jno. Jones
1727 and 1728 Bvan Apevan and Thomas Davwid
1729 Morris Llwellyn and Thomas Llpyd
1730 Robert Jones and Vme = Themasg
1732 David Price anq Reese "Thomas




Qverseers: continued:

1732
1733
1734
1735
1736
1737
1738
1739
17840
1741
1742
1743
1744
1745
1746
1747
1748
1749
1750
1761
1762
1753
1754
1765
1757
1758
1759
1760
1761
1762
1763
1764
1785
1766
1767
1768
17e9
1770
p iy {7 A
1773
1715
1776
1777
1779
1780
1782
1883
17856
1786

1787,

1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1996
1787
1798
1799

Irno. Grigfith and Thoe Nicholas
Richard Hughes and Reece Phillips
Robt BEvans and Jno Roberts
Jnoe. Roberts and Jos Williams
Evan Jones and Da¥id Davis
Reece Price and Jas. Johns
Heece Price and Gerard Jones
Ndward Price and Jos. Tucker
vorris Llwellyn and Wm. Havard
IJno, Roberts Carpenter and Henry Pugh
Richard George and Robert Jones
Jno. Humphreys and Joe. Humphreys
Griffith Llwellyn and Hugh HEvans
Jos. Roberts and Ino, Roberts.
Jnoe Roberts Carpenter and Jno, Roberds Miller
Dennis Conradk and Jas. Winter
PDavid Dvans and Jos. Viley
Datid Bvans and Matthias Tolby
" " " " "
Anthony Tunis and Hugh Jones, Blacksmith
Jnos Lloyd and Jaco® Jones
Vm. Stadelman and Jameg lfuch
Richard Pesrce and Isaac Taylor
and 1786 Jno. Rodgers and Robert§Faries.
Abram Tunig and Enoch Davis
Jno. Price and Alexander Cruckshanks
Jrnio. Roberts and Thomas Cochran
Jno . Llwellyn and Anthony Levering
Robert Jones and Tilliam 0 Duddell
" L1 B N "N R Ny n
William Thomas and Edward Price
Hugh Roberts and Jos Tunis
Y. Stadelman and Abraham Nanna
Robert RHoberts and Jmo. Brookes
Robert Roberg$§asand Stephen Goodmane
Jucob Jones and Fno Robinson e
Isaac Taylor and Paul Jones
WL RN R NN e
and 1772 Hugh Jonesand Jno. Price
and 1774 §tephen Carpenter and Jno. Zell
anthony Levering and Jno. Riter (Righter)
Thomas Cochran and Anthony Levering.
and 1778 Thonmas Cochran and Jno Roberts Carter
Owen Roberts and Jno Roberts Carter
and 1781 M v ¥ omon W owwunHHK N
Jno, REoverts and William Holbert
Snd 1784 g N # # "B # N U N " N NN
Jno. Jones, of Gulph, and Wm, Stadélman
Reece Price and David Brigsas,
17881 1789 and 1780 Abel Thomas and Peter Evans
Abel Thomas and Jno. Jones
Jno. Curwen and Jno, Roberts Car ter
Nathan Jones and Jogeph Vilson
" . and Petexr Tlvans
Tugh Eriox and Conesrd Krickbaum
. . » Hugh Tarrance
» " b V. Colflesh
» . g Henry Colflesh
and 1800 ¢ " " "




Overseers: Continusd,

1801 Hugh ¥nox and Jﬂo. Taylor

1302 b 9 " Hugh Tarrance

1803 Titus Yerkes and Jno. Taylor

1804 . y " Jno, Horn

180 5 fn n " " "

1802 Jno Roberts 4 " »

18 0'? " " n " n

1808 Hugh Tarrance and lLewis Knox!
1809 Tewis Knox and Tupgh Tarrsnce

1810 " " " Peter Pechin

1811 f i " " "

1812 " " " Jno. Horn

1813 “eorge Hansel and Jno. Horn

1814 ] " f" "

1815 Jno. Horn and Lloyd Jonea

1816 n ] "

1817 Win. Stadelman and Jno. Robeson
1818 " " W Jno. Matheys
1319 Jno Matheys and Jno. Taylomw

1820 Jno, Horn and sSilas Jones

1821 " " and John Taylor

1822 Jaa. H. Jones and Jacoh Sibley
1823 .

1824 Samuel Young and Jaoob Sibley
1825, 1826 and 1827 same

1828 Samuel Young and Jacob Cartner
1829 David ELl Egbert and Jacob Sibley
1830 avuel Young and Christlan Shank
1831

1832 Jacob Sibley and Jno. “ilson

1833 " "

la 34 n n L " "

1835 1] " " n "

18 36 " n fn ] n

1827 Anthony L. Anderson and Jno. Wilson
1838 Charles Leedom and " "
1838 Lloyd Barr and uverris olbley

1840 "

1841, 1842 dnd 1843 same

1844 YWorris Bibvley and Reuhen Yaughan
1845 Jos. Thomas and "

1846 and 1847 BAME

1848 Reuben Waughan and Alexander Brooke
1849 Jos. Thomas and Alfred Edwards
18650 Jacob Rodenbaugh and Wm. G, Smith
18851 LB S A
1852 Thomaa Vaughan and Wi W WL N
1853 Tiiomas Vaughan and Jonathan Haycock.
1854 Jesse Vandegrlft ang ®

1865 and :Iixxx:xxl:x David Yetter
1866 " " and Wn. G. Smith
1857 Wi, Gray and ¥m. G. Smith

1858 " " " " " "

10




Papers of Adam Sutton:; From Dr, Chas, K, Milds collection. ,,

Audi tors of Township Accotints: Lower Merion,

1766 Jas Jones, Jno Roberts Carpenter, Jno Price
and Jacob Jones,
1767 Jno. Righter, Abrm. Hanna, Reese Thomas and
Hugh Roberts.

1768 Jas Jones, Bdw Price, Jno Roberts and Eno Righter.

1769 Vm., Thomas, Edw Price, Jno Robertis and Jno. Llwellyn,.

1770 Jno Roberts CarpeWter, Jno Roberts and Thomas Cochran.

1772 Jas Jones, Jno Roberts, Nathan Jones and Jacol Jones.

1772 Jacob Jones, Jno Roberts, Nathan Jones and Jno Hughes.

1773 Jno Roberts, Jno Roberts, Anthony Levering ,and Thos

Cochran

1774 Jno Roberts, Jno. Price, Thomes Cochran and Nathan Jones.

e Jno Price, Abrm Nanna, and Baul Jones.

177¢é Jacob Jones, Jno Price, Nathan Jones and Thos Roberts.

B 7 Abrm }anna, Jno Price, Jno Righter,Algernon Roberts.

1778 Reegse Price, Algernon Roberts, Arm NannapIsrael Jones.

1778 Abrm Nonna,Peull Jones, Isreeél Jones, Rees Pr Lce

1780 Jno. Price, Thnos, Cochran,Jno.Righter, Alg. Roberts.

1781 Israel Jones, Alg. Poberts, dno Righter Thos Cochran

1782 " " AL v » Llewellyn Young

1783 Hon Ly ,Paul Jones, " " Richard Tunis

1784 Benj. Brotke, Alg Roberts " " " a

1785 Thos Cochran “ " " " " "

1786 Thos Roberte, * o/ Thos Cochrdn, Paul Jones

1787 Jno Righter, Jos Price " "

1788 Thos Cochran, Jno Jones, Richard Tunis, " g

1789 Alg. Roberts, Benj.Brooke, Jno Curwin " i

1790 Jos Price Jno Roberts, " " Jno Righter

1791 " Richd Tunis, Benjamin Brooke " N

1792 " . Jont. Rambo Jno Jones, David Robertis

1793 " " Thos Cochran, " " Hugh Knox

1794 " " Benj Brooke, Vm Hagy, Llewellyn Young

17956 " " Alg Roberts, Jno Jones, " "

1796 " n " " " " Ben] Brooke.

1797 Samuel Bvang, " ¥ " B

1798 Jos Price, Jno Righter, Wm Stadelman, Jno Jones.

1799 " » Da71d.Roberta, ¥ Hagy, ©Samuel Evans.

1800 Abel Thomas, " , George licClenachan,

1801 BenJj.Brcoke, Vm. Stacelman Wn. Hagy, Jos Price.

1802 George Mellenachan, Jos Price.

1803 Jos Price, Wm Hagy, Alg. Roberts

1804 " " » WV, Stadelman, Hugh Tarrance

1808 " " Jont, Jones, Jos Robescn,Wm. Hagy.

1806 " 0 " " n n " f

1807 Geo. lclLenachan, Geo. Jarrett, Geo. Weest, Conrad Krick-
hawm,

1808 n n . ,Joe Price, Jont. Jones.

1209 Peter Vallower, Jno. Wagner, Jont, Jones, George Weist

1810 Jos. Price, Titus Yerkes, Jno, Curwin.

1811 " " Trios Rime Price

1812 " " William Holgate.

1813 " N Vm. Stadelman, Jas H. Jones.

1814 Titus Yerkes, Paul Jones, Jacob Hagy.

1815 Jos. Price. Titus Yerkes.

1818 " " Jno. Rickard, Je® Blliot, Jno, Matheys.

1817 " " Titus Yerkes, # "




Audl tors:

1818
1819
1820
1821
1822
1823
1824
1826
18286
1827
1828
1829
1830

1831
1832
1634
1835
1836
1837
1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
184¢
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
18564
18556
1856
1857
1858
1859

Continued, [ 2~

Jos. Price, Jacob Hagy, Samuel Stearne, Jno Righter,Jr.
Jno Elliott, Samuel Young, Paul Jones, Jacob Latch
n

v Blair llcClenachan, Abner Levering

Jno Natheys, George Righter, " " Ed P Walters
Jos Crawford, Daniel Nippes, Jacob Stadelman, " "
Jacob Latch, B, HeClanachan, George Pechin, " »
Jacob Hagy, " " Thomas Price, Jno, Levering
Rees Harry, Edw Walters, George Pechin

Jno. Litzenberg, Jno Rickard, " » E. P. Walters
Rees Harry, Jno Roberts, " . Samuel Reeves

Jos Crawford, * " Abner Levering Jacob Hagy

Chas Kugler, Jos W, Thomas, I%W. Roberts, Samuel Shubert.
Abm, Levering, Jrio, Litzenberg, Jacob Sibley, George
Pechin.
" » Joe., Crawford, Jno. Levering.

George Pechin, " "
Abm Levering, George Pechin, Chas. Kugler
Samuel 0tt, " " " "

B " George Righter " "

"

n 1] " n L]
" W " f Paul Jones.
Thoe, (. Lodge, George Righter Paul ,Jones.
" o » 8ilas Jones " "
" f " n n George Pechin
®d Price n Ly = "
" n n " it n
" " n it L) o
" " " H Jno. Levering
" " Jno Young . "
Owen Jones, " " . “
" " Chas. Kugler
¥« Bvans, " *

" " David Morgan, Chas Kugler (or Kuyler)
" " " ] H. R. Price
Chas. Kugler " " noon "

» “ Jno. Levering," "

" il " "

" " n " "u"-'m A H&l gy-
L un " n " "
" L] " i
" s H.G. ILitzenberg.

Wm, Sibley.

EARLY MARRIAGES.

A

register of some of the early setilers as gleaned

from Pennsylvania Archives,
Thoee united at Christ Church, Philadelphia, are as follows:

July
I\TOV.
Oct.
Feh.
June
Teb,
TNov.

22, 1711 criffith Jones and Sarah lorrie

28th 1720 @Griffith Jones and RBlizabeth Thomas
13th 1726 Briffith Jones and lary 3Bevan.

23rd 1728 Matthew Roberts and Sarah VWalkter
28th 1727 Owen Jones and Ann Davis

15th 1730 Jno. Jones and Bligabeth Robert=n,
28th 1734 Cadwallader Jones and Sabel Hooven

May Sth 1744 Jos Price and Hannah Jones
Aug. 20th 1751 BSamuel Jones and Rachel Thomss.
Mar 26th 1761 Robert Holland and Jane Price.

Nov 26th

"9 Jno. Roberts ang Abigail Rees,



Iarly larriagee: Continued, {3

August B5th 1772 Llewellyn Young and Ariadore Younge

Aug. 15th 1771 Jno. Jones &and lMary Rowland.

Sept 10th 1804 Richard Roberts and Rebecca Jones.
We give place here to notice the nuptials of a
noted character of Revolutionary fame:

Anthony Wayne and lMary Penrose., Mar 26th 1776.

THOSE AT SWEDES CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA:

April 9th 1783 John Young and Elizabeth Llewellyn
8T, PAUL'S EPISCOPAL.

Dec. 12th 1706 Hugh Jones and Jane Pugh.

GERMAN REFORMED,

Dec, 24th 1782 Jacob Latch and Jane Rau (?)
April 5th 1788 Melclioir Meng and Elizabeth Lehman,
Avg. 30th 1768. Johann Bonner and Elizabeth Stadelman

FIRST BAPTIST,

Bec. 1lst 1764. Jonathan Roberts and Ann Starr
July 4th 1776 David Zell and RBlizabeth Roberts
April 4th 1802 Andrew Anderson and Hannah Levering.
May 3rd 1791 Jagob Holgate and RElizabeth Scheetz,

PHILADELPHIA MONTHLY MEETING CF FRIENDS:
12th Ilo. 24" 1726 Benj. Humpliries and Tsther Warner
ST. MICHAEL's And ZICN CHURCH,

June 6th 1769 Reece Price and Hannah Roberts

Sept. 29th 1778 George Helmbold and RBlizabeth Scheetz

Oct 26th 1778 Abraham Llewellyn and Mary Baldwin

Nov. 19th 1781 John Bicking and Catheriie May

April 17th 1783 Jack and Tlora (legroes]:By Master's consent.
Teb., 7th 1783 Adam Litzenberg and Hannah Widerman

Sept 9th 1780 Wilhelm Stadelman and Catherine Mey

Way 9th+179974 George latch and Lydia Thomas

April 8th 1794 Peter Qtt and Margaret Meis.

Kov. 3rd 1796 JohnSupplee and Hannah Jones.

ST, PAUL's Ckurch,

June 11lth 1763 John McClenachan and Elizabeth Taylor
Sept 25th 1788 Jacob Ott and Mary White, of Oxford.
Har 6th 1790 John Duncan and Judith Smith (free ¥blacks)
Jan 2nd 1795 George Mcflanachan and Mary Morris.
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1768 Jno Bonner and
1 1745 Benj. Leveri
Pnilacdelphia,

and Blizehethh Jon

1dna Llwellyn

at Christ Ch,



15

Papers of Adam Sutton--Dr, C. K. Mille Collection.

SOLDIERS OF 1212,

The Roll Book of Captain Jno, L., Young's Company
happens to be preserved in the possession of pne of
descendants, and being in accord with records of
Pennsylvania Archives, & copy 1s here appended:

Captain JIno. Rawlins,
18t Lieutenant, Ino. L. Young,
2nd Lieutenant, Edward Armstrong,
Ensign, Jno. Haley, Jr.,
Sergeants: lst Elijah Elwell
2nd Jnec. Grant
2rd Henry Fritz
4th Isaac Haley
Corporals: lst David Colfagsh
2nd George Sedinger
ord Jno. Coleman,
4th Chas. Tryer
Privates:
Simon Litzenberg,
Vm. Haley,
Jonathan Veughan
Jne. Gunn
Jas Holland
George Roman,
Jno. Stillwagon
Wn. Tunis
Jonathan Meeker,
James lurphy,
Morris Williamson
Barrett Terlinden
Jos Carpenter
Jonathan Robeson
Jno. Sedinger
V. Smith (farmer)
Christopher Lentz
Y. Horn,
Vm, Sendinger
Thos. Dégharty
Vp, Hare,
Jng Jones,
Vim. Smith
W, Young
Vm. Halfman
Jno. Welle,
Samls L. Llewllyn
Jdno . IMRREX Jarrett
Jno, McGee,

fusician
William Hurst.

Young's commission as Ist lieutenant given by Governor
Simon Snyder fugust lest 1814, The pay per day was as
follows: lst liefit. 4 shillings, 4 pence; 2nd lieut.
the same; FEnsign, s shillings 2% pence; Druwmmer and
Fifer, 1 shilling 1% pence and Privates the same,



Soldiers of 1832 (Continued) {‘;
Copy of Correspondence:
liajor Jno. Young to Govermor gnyder:
Aaronshurg, June 1l8th 1812,
To His Bxcellency, Simon Snyder, Gov, of Penna.

Sir: Herewith I have the honor to transmit the
tender of service to your excellency of the Rifle Company
attached fo the 83rd Regiment, of the lst Brigade, 1lth
Division, Pennsylvania Mili%ia, in substitution of the
drdft required from that regiment, I have the honer to be
Your Excellency's obedient humble servant,
John Young.
Inspt. lat B, Eleventih Div.

-

Capt. dno. MeGarry to ¥aj. Jno, Young,
June 1l8th 1812.

To Major John Young, Inspector First Brigade, 1llth
Division, Penna Militia:-

Sir:- The Rifle Company attached
to the 83rd Regiment, the above brigade and divisdon, who
have hénored me with their command, have this day resolved
to tender their services to the Governor of Penna. through
you, as the gquota of militia required to be drafted from
this regiment, in substitution of the draft.

We are ready to march at a moment's warning.
I have tihe honor to Dbe
8ir, Your obedient servant,
Jro. liecGamy,
Captain.

Hajeor Jno Young and Capt. Jno MeGarry.
June 18th 1812.
To Captain Jno MeGerry,
8ir: I shall lose no time in transmitting
to His Excellency the patriotic tender of service of the
Company under your command , in substitution of the draft
required from your regiment,
I have the honor to be,
Sir, Your nBmble servant,
J« Young,
Inspt. 1" B, D. P. M,

A A
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REVOLUTIQNARY SOLDIERS:

In Volume #2, of Pennsylvania Archimes: In Continental
1ine of 10th Permsylvania , in vajor James Grier's Conle
pany, 1 find a _Jno Young, & corporal, on liarch 28th 1771
appointed March 1lst 1780.

Tn same Vblume, Page 676 in Roster of Field and Staff
officers, under Col. James Irvine, ie found the name of
Pevis Llewellyn, promoted from Ensign, to Lieutenant,
August 10th 1779, vice Jno. Yarkland, of 6th Penna, not
accepting.

game Volume, page 454, the name of Hugh Jones, appears

ag aprivage of 3rd Pennaylvania Reg. Continental line,
and that BB was promoted to be a cor poral Feb. 18th 1780.

same Volwne, Page 441. Jno. Young is recorded as a private
in Captain Tolbert's Company.

game Volume, Page 585, Jno. Goodman's name is recdrded
as a private, in 1781, of 1t Pernna. Regiment of 18th
month men under Col. Craig, Capt. Lueh, and of deserting
Yov. 17th 1781,

aame Volume. Page 337, in an incomplete roll of Capt

Ccharles Craig's Company, the nane of Rees Price appears
as a private in lst Pennsylvania Regingent.

A
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CONSTARLES OF LOVER MERION:

1704 Cadwallader Morgan
1705, 1732 and 1775 Owen Roberts
1706 Rowland Richards
1707 Richard Jones
1708 Wm. Walters

1709 Morris Llewellyn
1710 Henry Pew (Pugh)
1711 Evan Harry

1712, 1713 RBenj. HunpkiBy
1714 Jonathan Jones
1715 Jno. Roberts Miller also 1749
1716 Robet Evans

171% Hugh Bughs

1718 Owen Tiicmas

1721 Jno., Williams

1722 Jno. Roberts

1723 Vm. Havard

1724 ©pavid Davis

1725 Richard Hughes
1726 Thomas Lloyd

1727 Jos Williams

1728 Hugh Jones

1729 James John

1730 1737 Robert Jones
1733 Gerard Jones

1734 Griffith Llewellyn
1736 Robert Roberts
17536 Thomas Ballance,
1738 Jos Roberts

1739 “Algernon Ruberts
1740 David Evans

1741 Wnm. Thomas

1742 ZEvan Rees,

1743 Anthony Tunis
1744 Robt Jones Jr.
1745 Richard George
1746 Jon. Jones Jv.,
1747 James Dodamed
1748 van Griffith

1750 Uriah White, also 1751
1752 Dennis Conrade
17563 Anthony Levering
1754 Edward Price,
17566 Jno Lloyd,

1756 Jno Lee

1757 Jacob Jones,

1758 Nicholag Lockman
1769 1760 George Horn
1761 Bamuel Wells,
1762 Allan Poague

1763 Jno , Groves,

1764 Henry Lewis,

1765 Jno Roberts Jr.
1766 Philip Krickbaum,
1767 Abraham Punis,
1768 Prederick Bicking,
1769 Jno Zell,

1770 Wm. Tolbert,

1771 Abranam Wanna

/P
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CONSTABLES (Continued)

1772 Martin liller,

1773 Thos llorgan

1774 TPeter liey

1776 Windle Kingefield,

1779 YNehemish Evans also 1778
1779 %n. Stadelman,

1780 James Russeell,

1781 ¥icael Smith

1782, Jno Jones of Gulph

1783 Conrad Goodman,

17684 Algernon Roberts

1785 Jesse Jones, also 1786
1787 Benjamin Brooke.

1788 Jesgse Thomas

1789 Llewellyn Young,

1790 lordecail Taylor,

1791 Vm Hagy

1782 Jno Young,

1793 Jno, Righter

1794 Jonathan Wal ter

1795 Lloyd Jones

1796 Jno Taylor,

1797 George ilcClanchan

1788 Samuel Evans

1799 Henry [hite,

1800 Jonathan Robheson

1801 Jno Yocum,

1802 Wm. Carter

1803 Jacob Latch, also 1804 1805 and 1806
1807 Joun Horn, also 1808, 1809, 1810 and 1811
1812 George Grow,

1813 George Savage, 2lso 1814, and 1815
181é Jacob Bealer,

1817 and 1818 Wm, Holgate,

1819 and 1820 Geowgg Lowery
1821 HBvan Jones

1822 and 1823 Charles Leedom
1824 Jacob Hagy,

1825 David H. Egbert

1826 Daniel Shubert

1627 TFarmer Poner:z(?)

1828 Samuel L Robeson,

1829 JIno Waggoner,

1830 Wm. Keech, 8lso 1833
1831 Griffith Jones, also 1832
1834 and 1835 Samuel B, Law,
1836 Henry G. Xeech,

1837 George Pechin,

1835 Wm. R. Hagy, slso 1839
1840 Benj B? Yooum,

1841 Samuel Atkineon

1842 Isaac DeHaven and also 18435
1844 and 1845 ¥no Armsirong.
1846 W:. S8ibley,

1847 . Abraham Levering,

1848, Jos T. Plerce,

1849 and 1830 Jno ©. Diehl,
1882 Henry D, Cormnman also 1852
1853, and/1854 Ben. Gilbert
1866Ine Whniteman,
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Totes: Roads:

The Haverford road, probably the oldest in the Townsiip, was
iaid out in 1703, from Haverford Meeting House to Phil=zdelphia.

"The road from feeting Housé to Powell's Ferry was confirmed
from 1704." Report of & survey of the road from lMerion to Radnor
confirmed March 1713,

0ld Lancaster Road , fyem Lancaster to High Street Ferry laid out
November 23rd 1741,

The Gulf (Gulph) Road, noted on L, Evan'e Map of 1749, from
Valley Forge to near Haverford College station,

In 1766 Court was petitioned for road from Jno, Roberts' uill to
Reece Ap BEdwards' Ford on Schuylkill,

At March Sessioas, 1758, Anthony Levering petitioned for road
+ fgom his mill to Iancaster road, on north side of Merion lMeeting
House. Wm. Stadelman and Jno, Joneés were supervisorse.

Righter's Ferry Rosad, laid out in 1767,
e 20" 6 mo. 1748: Being sickly time, some having the lumbago
and other having distemper,

"feriony ,being the place of my nkwidwelling the 8%, of 1 mo. 1712-
1713" Abel Thomas,.

"The 20th of 4 mo. 1717 I began to reep rye'.
The 26tk " of 4 mo. 1720 had out hay in.

The 4" day of 3d mo.1714. Thos Wilson and James Dinskinson
wers at Merion Meeting,

-------- - .

¥ille: Gun and saw mill on the Schuylkill river a few yards above
T, Vaughan's destroyed by the great pumpken freshet, 1793, Young.
¥ills Creek IMille
Thomas fmies, psper
A small mdll, fcheetz
Schestz, Paper mill
Joln Roberts Snuff mill
John Roberts gun and saw mill
Woolen Mill---Bvan Jones
Righter3ill
~J. Bagy Mill
Bicking Mill.
Riftkle gun factory
Hagy A (?) distery
Wm. Hagy's mill.
Conrad Krickbaum's Grist mill. (at motf of Mill Creek gn
1812
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ridge r“'"teé by act of Legislature, Feb.
Book #11, Page 187, Robert Kennedy and

.e‘-.‘J.'G‘.ZOl‘TLEe._{. to erect.

tition a3

Viewers

aard lloore, Thoas
.'"- A1yer
1 Book o ALE s

et e-t'nwlﬂ.zL;fPrifg 17111 Ferry passed Sept 8thh 1787 to
eter Le Gaux

House to Leverings IH1l pepitioned
vEFSiO““, 1788, Viwwers appointed

Robt., ShAannon, Benjamin oke,
nna, Widthn33 Teet.

”or Bridge at Upper Ferry on Schuylkill, about near
ating bridge of Abraham Sheridan Pas

ecorded in Law Book #12, Page 342

A a9l
EL: gla l n..=

.
¥
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Bome time after 1741 the Righters Ferr#f was laid out from
said Ferry n near Penooyd Iron works, €o a point on Ford Road
opposite Highland avenue, In March 1767, Anthony Levering petitioned

I for road from his mill, near Adhland Paper mille at west end of

lanayunk Briidge, down the river to what is now Iron works, and
over Righters Ferry Road to where is now West Laurel Hill Cemetery
stables, and on up the hill through the Roberis estate to Pord
road at what is now kmewn as Pive Points and to be called Leverings
ill road, The viewers were Jno. Jones, Jacob Engle, Jacob Morris,
Jacob Knox, Jacob Keyser, and Wm. Miller. Length 2 miles, 124 perches
Width 40 feet.

The Pord road, from what is known as Bowman's Bridge, near

Merionville Five Points and on past Magills , through what is

iow Falrmount Park to the river opposite steamboat landing at
Lafirel Hill Cemetery (Wicetown Lane) was used early in 1700, and
was used by the early Gypnedd Priends in coming to Herioh lleetings.

In Warch 1788, Anthony Levering applied for road from Levering's
Ford , now Ashland paper mill, to old lane road north of Merion %o
Meeting,., Wm, Stadelman and Jno. Jones were the viewers,

SOLE REVOLUTICNARY CORRISPONDENCE,

Lower Merion, August 15th 1777.

Teo Fip Excellency, Thomas Wharton, Jr., Eeq., President of
The Commonwealtl of Pennsylvaniag

The Petition of diwers inhabitants of the Township of Lower
Merion and Bleockley humbly sheweth:

That the repeated injuries , insults, and abuses dasily received
and inereaging , so aes to vender it a2 matter of the most glarmning
nature, to out lives and properties, from the Battalion of the
Etate of CGeorgia, commanded by Col. Jolhn White, now-incamped in
sald Township, renders it our indispensable duty, and constrains
us (though with reluctance) to lay our distressed situation before
Your Excellency for that relief, which we have not the least doubt
your goodness will grant, IT is notorious that from the first day
of their incumping they began to schew their aversion for all law,
Divine or Human, abusing travelers, robbing the Neiglibrohcod =i
of everything they could lay their hands on, pillaging their
dwellings, houses, Spring Houses and Barns, Burning their PFence
rails, cutting down their timber, Robbing Orchards, and Gardens,
Stealing thelr Piggs, Poultry and Lambs, z2nd sometimes killing
them through wantoness, or bravado, énd when complaints were made
they, with the most unparalelled impudence, would threaten the
lives ofthe Complainants, or their Housee, with £xrmmuxmnt fire,
frequently damming the Congress, and Swearing they will never
fight against xkm Hing George, ete, ete.

This Representation is far from being exaggerated, and can be
proved should there be a necessity. We have, moreover, the
additional apprehensions that, ap the Indian Corn which is a
principal support of the Farmer and his Cattle, is drawing to a
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state of maturity, in a few days we may be totatelly deprived thereof.
We therefore, humbly beg Your Excellency's kink-interpositieny that

you.will be pleased 1o take our deplorable case intoc your mest

serlous consideration, and order an immediate removal of those

troops, from whom we have every mischief +to apprehend , or grant us

other relief, as in your Wisdom =0 8eem requisite, and your

petitioners , as in duty bound, ehall ever T ay,

Algernon Roberts Richard Tunis

Snthony Tunis Lewis Thonmsas

Thonas Georze ffehemiah Evans

David George Jesse Thomas

Edwerd Roberts Abel Thomas

Vm. Hadelman (Stad@lman) Anthony Levering

Jroe, Zell Jolin Leacock

David Zell John Bmith

Abram Str epper James Jones

Jno Roberts Boetine Bals

Jacoh Jones Rudolph Latch

Igaac Lewis Lawrence Trexler

John Robinson Jesse Jones

James Jones, Jr. Michael EHis markg BSmith
Reese Price Anthony (His mark) Warner
Robert Hollanad Martin Garrett

Silezs Jones Jnoc, Price.

Paul Jones
Anose George.

List of Prisoners taken by the Indians From Pern's Valley,
nila., 7 me, 20, 1780.

Thie following persons were, on the 25" of 4th Month, 1780 taken
from thelr Settlement in Penn's Township, Northempton County,
Penna., by 10 Indiens and one other bperpons, supposed to be a
white man, and acrrisd s 88 is supposed, to NWiagra to a Colonel
Butler,
Andrew Harger, a laborer, hived by Benjamin Bilbert, who was
eplitting rails some distance from the House, was Surprised and
taken by three Indians and carried to sail @Gilbert's house, where
there were 8 others, and were, wihen Harger ecame there, p=scking
up such goods as théy théught fit to carry off: They loaded three
Horses belongin to saia Gilbert; and one horse belonging to a
Nelghbor, whickh at that instant had corme with & Girl to the Mill,
They hurried away znd set fire to the dwelling house, Grist Mill
and Sew Mill, of saig Gilbert, and burnt 21l the Goods and
furniture and ete, excepl what they took with ther, and one
Kettle and Side Saddle.
The names of those taken, (vesides Andrew Harger, as above:
Benjamin Gilbert, aged about 65 years
His wife, Blizabeth v " 855 years
John Gilbert, his son" " 41 (Must be wrong) or else
age of mother is,(Stepson?]
Jesge Gilbert, another son 19 years
Sarah Gilbert, wife of Jesse 19 Years
Rebecca Gilbert, daughter 1f years
AbhertGilbert, a son 14 yedrs
Elizabeth Gilbert, daughter 12 yemrs
enj. Pearl, son of B, Gilbert's wife aged 27 years
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Elizabeth Pearl, his wife aged 20 years

A sfieking child of B, Pearl and wife aged 8 mo.
Tjoe Pearl, another son of above » 23 MONSe
Benj. Gilgert, son of a widow Gilbert, who also
lived in the family of B, Gilbvert 11l ,years ¢lad.

All, the foregoing were of Benj. Gilbert's family and lived in two
houses near each other,

Dodsen, a girl, who came to the mill that morming, aged about
14 years. Bight of these persons were membersudf the Religious
Soclety called Quakers, and the Rest descenddmts of Friends and Made
no other Professions except the girl named Dodson, and all quite
hiarmlese lot of people,

They were journeyed about 25 or 30 miles the day they were
taken « Joseph Gilbert and MomasPearl had a rope tyed about
their necks and were led in this manner. The Rest were drove
without being tyed and Comnanded upon tHeir lives rot 4o look
back or Nake a Noise. These Indians coild all talk BEnglish except
one, Andrew Herger, after journeying 10 days with thew, being
permi tted in an evening 1o go for some water, made his esecape
gnd thro much suffering and difficulty, got back to his neigha
borhood; and Relates that after they had orossed Sumuer Hikl, thpy
east breskfast and so further on their dinner and Eupper togésdher,
Their lodging was hard that night, the men being 211 tyed. They
allowed Benj. Gilbert to have hie Great Boat o lay on, snd the
women some blankets to cover them., Afier Fasting the next morning
they proceeded elong a path, and then took to the woodsiand kept
o the right hand of Wyoming Fort, after traveling abdut Fifty
miles they came to Tinalusing Path and thence upon this side of
the Susquehanna River 8long the path to Niagra. Two days Jjourney
after erossing the Susguehanna he left them, ,when they were all
living, The usage of the nmen was hard, but to the women more
fevorable. All the men exvebtsB, Gilbert were obliged to carry
loads; they suffered him and his wife at times to Ride, and
took the women on Horseback XX over all Greet Waters, He was told
they were 5 days journey from Niagra when he left then,

(Why thie etory is with the tale of Tower Merion I cannot guess.ACO)

Inasmuch as Lower Merion was a part of Phils delphia County

rior to 1784, 1t msy X not be out of place to append the
ﬁollcw ing.

"Call For Trcops, Aug. lst 1780,

"An account of the number of Milji tia, Waggons and Horses, and
Flour, etc, wanted from each Chunty in the State:

3,465 Militia

9,000 Berrells Tldur llonthly
225 Hghds of Rum

8,142 Buskells of Short Forage.

1,500 Horses
260 Waggons, attached to the Army
150 " for Transportate FPlour

ilitia For Phile City 300
L " " County 200
SRR T )

Philadelphia €ity to fumish 3000 bush. Indian Gorn or
double short forage. Oate 3000 bush. County 1000 bush,
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FIRST DEEDS OF THE INDIANS TO WILLIAM PERN.

They are preserved in the Archives of Pernsylvania Historical
Society.

In theCarly negoidtions of Penn with the Indians we find their
meets and bounds were not ag accurately defined as &t the preseht
time. The first dated July 15th 1682,

The first pMfchase that we have been enabled to find of Penn
from the Ilndiane of territory included within the bounds of Vont-
gomery County, was of the Chief Wingbone, June 25th 1683, for
all hie lands weet of the Schuylkill, The next appeared to have
been from Secane and Idequoguehan and others fop tracts extending
from Chester River add Schuylkill northwesd, to a peint as near
as ve can ldcate it somewhere about lands belonging to estate of
llero Phillips, on wes" bank of the Schuylkill enposite Consgho-
hocken. On the pame day, he trated with Nenshickan, Malebone,
Weshanocke, and Bserenson, for such of their lands as lay between
the Schiuylkill Riwer and Pennepack and extiénding as far ac Edge
Hill., OneJune 3rd 1684, Naughhonguink conveyed his right to title
lance zlong the Perkiomen Creek. One June the 7th , of same

year, Nettamicont dispored of his right to lands on both

gides of the Pennepeck., Cne July 30th 1685, Shakhoppa, Becane,
Malebone and Tangoras disposed ¢f all their rights to lands lying
between Chester and Pennepeck Creeks and extdnding in a north-

. westerly direction , two full days journey. On July bth 1697, we
- find another purch:ses made from Tamany, Vheeland, Whequeekhan,
Gagueekhan andQuenamockqued for all their rights to lands lylng
northwest b€tween the Pennepeck and Neesliaming Creeks, extending
in a northwest direction fron the Delaware as far as a horse coulad
travel in two days. The last pmrchase gave to Penna title frmm the
Red lien to all the lande lying within blunds of Nontgomery County
ineluding some in Bucks County.

PROCLANATION OF GEFL. WASHING@OW, 177%.

By His Excellency Geo. Washington, Esq., Genl. and Commiander in
Chief of the Foroes of the United States of America,
A PROCLAYATION.

By virtue of the Power and directiorn to me especially given,
I hereby enjoin and require all personsg residing within 70
miles of my head gquarters tp thresh out half of their grain
by the Tiret day of Teb., and the pither half by ithe first day
of March, enxt, ensuing, on pain , in cae of failure, of
having all xkxkkx thet shall remaein in sheaves after the period
above-mentioned, seized by the commissaries, and the Quarter
Masters of the Army, and peid for as straw,

Given under my hand at head quar ters near Valley Forge, in
Philadelphia County, the 20th day of Dee, 1777.

George Vashington,
By His Bxcellenecy's Command,
Robt, M. Harrison, EBq.

Penna. Sychives 1778-1779,

AR o e el e i AVEEES mr LU
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RAILRAQAD B8TATIQHNS:

e e -

but four: n

g 751 nam
Pencoyd, Vest lana) se Glen and West Spring HMill., None
of th structures meets tle demands of the times, in style of

]

£

cture, or dimencions, and are rather unimviting then
ge, excepting the one first named, The Reading Ccrn ny
peen s0 neglectful of the requirements of the travelling
public as to subject themselves to greet logs., All the stations
named ate not worth $5000,

1 Valley have two and 'a third in cotemplation.
Laure]l Hill Cemetery, and Vai ti:
0

7 h;elter at
Cynwyd, The gt ong are uodelr of neatnesg and the
grounds sre all thai can be deslired. The corts of these
buildings cannot be less than $6000

The Pennsylvania has 7 stztions, namely: Mericgn, Elm,
Wynmewood, Ardmore, Haverford College, Bryn Mawr and Rosemond.
All @nese stations reflect cfeui* to the Co. The differmat
etyles of construetion and utnet” of surroundi: “Tcunis all
conduce to thespatronage o Ele roa and the ap nents to
the comfort of the a?trcns. To o LNG“ pr:'
to the Company for their Xkindly conside
those of the travelling pubdblic,

1 N ‘e extended
eration for the wants of

age line was established between Vhite se an i
by XEXXIRXRXIREX Jno. Levering about the year and was

(=18

well patronized, considering the iimited number of trips

A line was also established hetween lMerion Square and Athens
ville, now Ardmore.
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April 25th 1886,
Perry Anderson, Isq.
Dear sgir;
The
following bit of hisbry majlf not be uninteresting to the
readers of your book » few’yeares sinece, at the request of fTriends
*xxt I had it published in the Manayunk Sentinel you can use
it as you think proper.
Yours truly,
Thos L. Yotung.

At the close of the administration of the elder Adams a libverty
pole was raiged at a small village about ten miles north of
Phila. now called Merion Square, A flag was suspended fiom the
pole bearing the significant motto "down with all tyr S, no
poy laws, libertyd of death® by these sterling patriots Cap.
Jonn Young, Yorris Llwellyn, Samuel Young and others.

¥Ypon word reaching the clity fthat the citizens of Lower lMerion
had planted in their soil the emblem of Liverty, and equality
a Saguad of Troops was cenB out from’the cdty to enferce the
Sedi tion Act, who arrested ilorris Llwellyn and took him to the
city, where he was imprisoned. a great crowd of farmers and
butéhers zttended his trial and would have attemptesd his rescue
had he .been convicted, but the jury returned a verdict of not
guilty. He was carried fr'om the court house upon the shdulders
of cheering friends, The o her parties implicated in the
affair, to escape from arreat, feld to the weods and caves

of The Behuylkill Hills.

In the year 1817 a Berious riot oeccured 2t a village then known
far anéd wide ag The War-0ffice, at a later period this milatary
name wag changed at the suggestion of B, N. Egbert, and other
citizens xm® to lferion BSquare? The name of the leader of the
mob I have nomdesirve xxx at this late day,to drag before the
publiec. The riotous fifteen of twenty poweder monkeys were

from Cops Creek, Del Cointy. The riot started at the William
Penn Ho tel, a Bhort distance below Ardunore on the Iancaster
pike. here the rioyers amused themselves in abusing the landlord
and his family and smashing everything they could lay their
hande of. Lewving "the Penn®, they proccseded direct to the

"War -Qfflce®, where after committing other outrageqﬁ# grossly
insulted the landlord's daughters, fourteen snd Sixteen years
old, compelling them to dance nude in the presence of the
drunken mob,., This dastardly insult to two young and respectable
girls caused intende excitement in the neighborhood, mezsaures
waere at once taken to bring the violaters of law and decemdy to
Justice. warrants were issued. The Bheriif posse and milatary
called out, The rinters arrested and lodged in Norristown Jjail.
Theirrntrials resulted in their convietion and punislment. The
ring leader was not convicted owing to one of the jury,

William Hendersor, of Norristown, standing out,
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By Charles 1. Zarker,

In Tue pennsylvania lagazine of Uistory and Riograply,

volume L Xo. 1 1926

singing but faintly vthe song of long ago" the shrunken
stream of 17ill oresk winds through Lower pmerion Township of
the half-score or more millwheels that it once kept in motion,
not one if turning. Tingerboards, inde2d, from the neighboring
neights, point the way to nrighter's nill, meClenachan's nill,
Hoberts!g---hut theses may not be found; and, except for a
building or two converted to other uses, oniy crunbling frag-
ments of masonry mark the sites of once thriving industries,

Tet us see how these industries developed, and why they
deelinad, The immediate needs of the first settler were food
and shalter. At first he lived in a hut or cave and bought
food from the Indians. Meanwhile, he clearesd the land and
raised his log house, and for mortar carried lime from the
kilns of upper merion, or plymouth, After the Rard labor of
felling big trees came the tilling among the standing stwaps,
then, the sowing , and in due time, the harvest,

But grinding the grist was another matter, With water
rights reserved to the proprietary and his few favoresd asso-
ciates, individual venture in water mills wag prohibted, The
first Proprietary mill wss on ¢hester Creek, in 1683, and,

although ten %o twelve miles distant must have been reaoriaed

T T T e e SR e TR TR




2 , ib,

to by Iower lMerion farmers; for joseph price, in his unique
diary, relates a Tamily tradition that his great grandfather
wdward iees, used to shoulder a bag ot wheat ana tramp off

to the nmill at Jhester (reek, or perhaps (he adds) it was
Naaman's Creekl But the Proprietary venture proved unsuccessful;
in 1687 Thomas Coeburne dbuilt a water mill on chester greek ; in
the follwing year Haverford mill on gobh's . reek, was in
operation and wihtin two years mors the first mill in the present
bounds of Iower ierion--~that of John RobertSe-was being turned
by the waters of mill greek.

John Roberts, a welsh an, had beaen an early purchas:r of
land in ,ower nerion, and his two hundred and fifty acres embraced
both banks of will (reek from near Merion square road to Hurray's
Mill, On this property in 1690, he built a log house, which
although outwardly changed, is still stand ng. on the site of
the ruin wnich is now placarded wYe plde wrist Lill« he raised
his earlier grist mill---earlier by half a century---and gave
the place an o0ld Welsh nama "Wainvw. X year or two more saw a
road(perhaps not the present one) opened from the wulph to
moberts! ill, another, now known as vherry gans, led to “waimn
from the vlfeirion Rpad", now Hontgomery avenue, Qver the first
the corn of uppsr merion was brought o tne mill; over the second
"the meal that comes cartsd from John Roberts' mill® was hauled
by way of rowell's Ferry at Tairmount, to Phil-delphia,

In 1690 John Roberts "of Waym,, Philadelphia County, bagchelorw
marriad Tlizabeth owen. He died in 1704, leaving three young
children, Rebeeca, John and matthew, John was apprenticed to
a wheelwright; vatthew, to a blackamithe..very neceasary irades

in those days of makeshift carts and backswo 0ds roads, On conming

of age John fell heir to vthe dwelling house and plantation millw,
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Trade was thriving; two roids now connected the mill with Upper
Merion; and in 1712 one of these, toghther with its extension
eastward to Join the wngreat roadw(pontgom-ry avenue) was laid
out by sise court of yuarter ,essions as a public road; and was
returned as opened i1n the following year, sut the new pgroprisestory
ghip wasg snort laved., ib 1721, when icuw bLaan 20 years odd, and
having married the year befpre, ,oln noberts died, A son, born
after his death, was named for the father, john,

the will of John xoberts, wneelwright, bequeatned to uis
wife, -my dwelling nouse and pzantation togsther with one grist
mill® towards her maintenance and v"bringing up and educating
my children (in case 1 have one)", The widow re-married, and
removed to ch=gter county; and lessees, presumably,operated the
mill «ntil the heir cam= into possession,

In 1743, ten months after attainipghhis majority, John Roberts,
3rdof the name, married Jane Downing of chester gounty; the same
year ne obtained a patenty for his estate on 1141l (rsek, uere he
built , in 1746, as th= datastone attests, a stone grist mill,
probably péptacgng the older building, Rebhaps as early as 1758
he buklt a paper mill, where old murray's mill now stands.
susl ness inereasing, he raised a second grist mill, tozether
with a saw mill, n=ar the site of the present township puaping
station; and 19 1762, the gourt grantzd a road (now mistukémnly
ealled »old uyulph ioad®) to give access %to these new industries,
Roads to sarren Hill and to the site of Ardmore had already
been opened. The millsr now became a tlour merchant also, nis
cooper shop , at the height of his prosperity contained n150
flower caks" and "15000 staves and heading" and nearby were w a
great number of outhouses of divers kinds», so that a small
village, towards which al, the townships roads s2emed converging

graw up around the codonial dwelling (known in late years as
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the hauntad house) where livad John Roberts, the miller,

By purchase John Roberts acquired otherreal estate. vart
lay on the schuylkill, extending back along nrill ¢r=ek, Wwith
this land eam= a saw mill; a poweder rill was built here (as
we shall see) 1776-77; and in 1779 there was also an oil mill
on the tract, Joln ioberts b=came one of the township'eg largest
landholders, owning in all, nearly 700 acres and controlling
both banks of 111 Creek for 2 miles, No wonder the siream was
gometimes ¢alled "John 3Roberts' Mill creek")

A birthright memper of the society ot sriends, joln noberts
was active in the Bocietyis counsels, He was appointed a trustee
in 1763, fTor the purchase of land for merion n=eting, His neigh-
bors recognized his integrity and business ability by making
him executor or trusgtee of their estates; and those who proved
willing, when the nsed arose, to sign themselves his beneficiaries,
wers numbered by the score, ue was made a commissioner €br improving

Schuylkill navigation in 1773; was appointed to the Comnittee of

L |

orrespondence , to protest the =oston Port mill in 1774; and
was a delepgate to the convention fof the pProvince of rennsylvania
held at the state nouse;’iﬂ 1775, for the suspressfion of slave
trade) Then came the Revolution—--and the tragedy,

Ve must not hers attempt to establish the innocenze ot yohn
roberts, or to refute the mediaeval folk-.stories whiech like
ivy transplanted from some old ruin have obediently spread
Xx its tendrils over the fragment of his grist mill, Incensed
at the banishment, by the revoluntionary govermaent, of sone
of his fris=nds, he joinz2d the sritish Army, on its approach
to Phil delphia, in Septamber of 1777, with the purpose of
having the exiles releasad, wor this, and acting, it was
charged, as guide to the writish, the Supreme Nxecutive gouncil

declared him outlawed, An attainder of treason issued against
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him, and , despite efforts of family and fri nds, was relentlessly
pressed. nis execution followed, in povember of 1778,

Yo less ruthless was the confoscation of property, Household
nd live stock, land and mills--all were ordered to the auction-
eer s bloek. Of the 200aacres on the sehuylkill, Thomas Roberis,
tli= miller's eladest son, malle good his glaim to the greatsr
part; the residue, remaining unsold until 1794, was then, by
an eleventh hour act of restitution, returned to the widow of
John moberta. All else of Xkm value was swept away. On December
16th 1780, the homestead, Tour mi'ls and 378 acres of land were
sold to one, mdward (or ®dwin) uilner, of sucks County., Four days
later, =ilner re-conveyed thes while for the seme consideration to
John —axwell nesbitt, solin Donaldson and william grskine, a8
Neshitt was Treasurer of the gouneil of gafety, as well as of the
woard of war, the read-r will not €ail %o draw his own conclusions,
nor, perhaps, will he wonder at the magnamity of the nxevolutionary
goverment in pay ng the widow of the man thaey executed, an annual
pension,

Reading Howell's ap, published in 1792, indicates the positian
of wonaldson's grist mill near the presant township pumping station.
In that year, the property was again ut up for sale, among an
array of buildings it sxx included a three-story stone merchant
mill (the one now plscrded "Ye olde grist millv) a two-story grist
mill, a stone paper mill, nd a saw mill, In 1797 the whole was
bought by weorge meclsnachan, son2 of slair reglenachan, that
picturesque figure of the Revolution, whom William Cobbett, the
satirist cal2ed

"Blair, the great ,
wThe (rish guardian of tha gtaten,
ren years later ieorge Meulenachan sold the paper mill, but

remained in possession of tha reat of the property until his




death in 1833,

secause of the inaccessibility for other parts of rower
merion of its wehuylkill shore, some of the industries there
wer= founded by men from vhotsmarsh and Roxborough, to whom the
easily-forded rivsr offered less obstaclaes than did the almost
trackless woods to their neiéhbora of the opposite side, The
streans flowing down from power nrerion slopzs provided power‘for
the mills; and the sSchuylkidill, a natural highway for the trans-
portation of their raw material, as well as for their products.
A8 the naed ot lumber grew, saw mills to sunply the demands
gprung up all along the Schuylkill. orne of thesg was built by
Thomas Rees, a loxborough stone cutter, on land he had purchased
in 1735, on =ill gresk, The property was deseribed as "fronting
upon Schuylkill®, so that th= said mill may be cheaply suppli=d
with timber, Rrees's executors sold the mill in 1741, and in the
next thirteen years it changsd owners half a dozen times, David
pavis, who ownad it in 1748-49 ¢alled it wvery convenient for
water carriage, both for bringing loads to the mills and rafting
timber to rhiladelphiavw. In 1754 it was bought by christopher
rRobinsg, of whitemarsh, of whom more later,

in 1768 Robine sold the saw mill property to John Roberts,
miller, who gave it,_with adjoining lands, to his so , ‘thomas, bat
made no deed for it, 1t was therefore served, in 1779, as the
father'g estate; but the son sxhibited his claim before the

supreme yourt of pennsylvania

(see following pages)
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of nrac uckesiz. Another daughter, Mary, married Simon Stetkorn, also

a papermaker. The “"Pennsylvanis Gazette", for June 15th , 1785, tells
of a fatal accident which befell an enployee "at the paper mill of Mr,
Simon SteddiXorn, near this.city". Catharine, a thrid daughter of Cone
rad Beheetz married Henry Kammerer, paper de@ider of Philadelphia. The
minutés of the Supreme Execubive Council, for 1789 and 1790, show that
sundray orders were drawn on the treasurer, during that period, in
favor of Henry Kammerer, for writing paper farnished for the use of
Council and of the Comptroller Genera:. In view of Kammerer's relatione
ship to the Scheetz family, thene records lend color to the tradition
that paper for Continensal currency wag made at the Scheetz Mills,

After the death of Conrad Scheetz, in 1771, the mills were run
By his widow, Catharine, and sons, Benjmamin and Frederick. The Revolu-
tion intervening, the estate remained unsettled until 1788, when, the
widow being then deadland the childmen all of age, the property was
awarded after some litigation to Henry Kammerer, wiho then deeded the
Upper mill to George Helmhold, and the lower to Fredeorick Scheetz,

Vith each mill, went sixty aseres of land, for the original survey
had includ=d & large “overplus"., In 1798, George Helmbold sold his
portion, with the mill, to Thomas Anies, cordwaiy of Philadelphia,

Thomas Amies appears in the Philsdelphia city directory as "gord-
wainer" or shoemaker, with shop on South Second s ree t, until 1809; then
e is "paper manufacturer®, at the sane address, for about ten years.
Then, these interested are directed to inquire for him at 109 High
street, which may be taken to mean that increase of business called his
eonténuous attendance at the milll A quar er-centuny after hig purchase
of the mill, there is the first mention of "paper mill, Lower Merion,
Montgomary County. Orders left at Isaac Pesrsont's, 109 High street,
always attended to.," Later, customers are directed to leave orders at
Thomas DeSilver's bookebindery; then. at Charles Dull's paper warehouses
In 1839 (the year of his deaths Thomna Amies ie set down as "merchant®
with office at 13 Ninor street,

Beoause of its walermark---a dove and hranclhie-«a device already
in use at the Willcox Ivy NMills, Chester, where, it ie said, Amies hdd
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beer superintendent=ethe Amies Fill in Lower lerionibecame
knovn as “"Dove uillv®, luch of the product of this Dove 11l
was uged by the secord rank of the United States, which then
occupied ites handsome building (now the Custom House near
Fifth and Chestnut streets) Philadelphis, Exaningtion of
le tters, orders, and printed blanke of the Bank, for the period
1820-30 revedils tha mark of the dove, sometimes lacking the
branch and looking nore like a crow, with the identifying name
variouely given as "Amies"; "Amies, Philadav., etc, one brand of
paper bears the additional mark "Congress, uhs." gome of the
record booke used in the offices of nearby counties, during the
game period, are found to be msde of Dove paper, A sauple of the
actual paper, forms an illustration in Dard Hunter's monograph,
"gld Papermaking“;

Iymen H, Weeks, in his wHistory of paper Mamufac turing in
The United States®, relates that in the year 1817 a quantity of
paper was produced by Thomas Amies for the purpose of printing
the Declaration of Independence, This paper, says Veeks, " wase
designed to surpass everything that had been attempted in that
way in pmerica, The moulds and felte were got up expressly for
the purpose, the size of the sheet was 26 x 35 inches, and nothing
was used but the finest rags. Each ream weighed 140 pdbunds and
the price was $125. anies was at one time superintendent ofr the
willcox Ivy Mille, at Chester, but when he made this paper he
ovned and operated the Dove Paper lills, Lower larign, lMonigonery
County."

In 1754 a tract of land , with a ewa mill, lying along will
Creek, at the Schuylkill, was conveyed by John Johnson and wife,
of Germantown, to Christopher Robins, & ferman with an Anglicized
neme, who is best known ag the propristor of the Three Puns

mavern in vhitemarsh, In January 1758, Robins bought an adjoining
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tract , with a house, and at the following June term of Court, he

with others, "irnhabitants on both sides of the River Schuylkillw
presented a petition setting forth vthat your petitioner hath
built & converient saw mill and paper mill on a ptrean of water
in Iower Merion, and that there is now road %o and from the said
mills, but what ie altogether on sufferance; therefore may it
pleacse the Honourable Justices to take your petitionert'g case inw
conshderation and grant they may have & road from the said mills
to the Conestogs road,and slso another road from the sd. mills
over schuylkill to Horriton Road."

At the geptember gessions thie road, an original draft of
whieh is fédund among éhe Morris mss, in possession of the Historieal
Ssociety of Pennsylvenia, was confirmed and ordered oepened, and
was known as *Christopher Robins' Mill Road", until 1769 when its
proprietor (having already disposed of his saw nill) sold the
paper mill to Jacob Hagy, papermaker of Wh temarsh, The highway
then became "Hagy's Ford Road", a name which it still bears,
although much of the origtgal route has been wmated.

Jacob Hagy evideatly placed his son, William, in charge of
the paver mill on 1ill Creek, for in 1785, the former conveyed to
the latter (who was then living in Iower lMerion) the mill and
71 acres of land, Wiliiam Hagy became a man of prominence in the
township, serving in several township offices &nd representing
his district in Iegislature, In his will, made in 1832, he styles
himself vgentlemenv and refers to # the messusge and planadtion
whereon I now live, tcgether with the mills, eituate in the
townehip of Iower lierion, aforesaid, containing 179 acres,"

Torty years later mambers of the family still held an intersst
in the paper mill, on Mill Creek, with part of the original
plansation,

John Righter, son of Bartle Righter, of Roxborough, and
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brother to Peter, the gchuylkill ferryman, wase gyeoman, living
Iower Merion, where in 1760, he bought from the widow of Richard
Harrison, Beq., & tract of 102 acree, Thos farm. lying athwart
the Mill Creek Velley, extended from summi tt avenue to gladwynne
and downstream from Murray's Mill to the little bridge there,
until recedtly croesed by Rightert's 1ill road, in 1760, however,
thisg road was yot a8 horse path, which, for fTorty years had
commected the trail to Rees Ap Edward'g ford (Young's Ford Road)
with that leading to the mouth of Mill Creek (Hagy's Ford Road).
Just abowve where the path met the creek, John Righter built a
dam (the abutments may yeot be seen) and raised a stone grist
mill and saw mill, On the strength of these improvements he
petitioned the Court of Quarter gSessions, in Mazeh 1763 to have
the horse path viewed and opened as a public road; and in the
following ymmx September it was accordingly returned and confirmed
ag such, Righter, had meantime, bought an addi thdnal 7L acres
adjoining his miil property on the eastward, But in doing =0,
perhaps, he had incurred too great an obligation, for in 1789
handbille advertising the sale of his personal property were
posted up at the loc=l taverns by Joseph Redman, the gheriff,
Among the effects were "ftwo waggons and gears, & pair of timber
wheels, screw and carriage---a papeel of buckwheat in the nill,
a quantity of scantling boards and logs, & cross cui saw, chain
mills tones, ete. Likawise & Negro man about 25 years of age who
underctands milling and sawing®.

In the follewing year the owenr himself put up for sale all
his real estate, comprising 175 acres in "Ipwer lferion, about
9 milee from Philadelphiav, including * a veluable and well
accustored grist mill, with two palr of stones, one Trench burr,
thie other country stones, together with two boulting elothe, ;

fan and hoisting gears, 2ll going by waterw; also a saw mill,etec.
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gome of this land he sold but the rumbdlings of the Revoelution
probably spoiled the prospect fTor the mills,

A valuable ¥ill geat®, in Iower lferion, with 26 acrees of
land, was offered for sale by John Righter in 1793, %The Hill
geat", he said, " #s well adapted by erecting a paper mill
on it, having 13 feet fall, and spring water can be brought inte
the engine at small expense,"

The next year he found & purchaser in his neighbor, Johnathan
Robeson, a blackemith, The deed conveys, with the land, which
lies on both sides of Mill Cresk, the right to dam the ereek, and
tie use of the rosd leading into Righter's Road, "Robesen is going
to build his paper millv, writse a local dlarist, "in lay 1795%;
and in the follo¥wing September the same hand records a fatal
accident "which has befalledn David Lloyd, who fell off the gangway
carrying stones at Jonathan Robeson's paper 1rillv.

with the paper trade booming, John Righter entered his own
mill a8 a paper manufactory, and, evidently, with some success,
Weeks refers to him (although with mis-spelled name) as one of
well kyfjown paper make®s in the vieinity of pPhiladelphia, Righfer
exployed one Jobn Reader, an Englislwan, who at the time of his
death in 1798 wags siad to have been the first in this country to
bring paper-meking to perfection, Weeks doubts this, but creiits
him with having been an expert at his trade,

In his will, made in 1808, John Righter etyles himself
“papernaker® and ira codicial signad two yecars later referes to
"y plantation, mille, houses, 2tc in Iower llerion®. He is
likewise culied "papermeker® in a deed executea oy him in 1812.
Fe diea in 1824 having rezched the good old age of, perhaps, 90
years. and having been wice married, His forst wife, Hannah,
daughter of Anthony Tunis, the Iower lferion weaver; his second

Jane, daugher of william Macsfee, of the same Township, In his will
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william Macafee, or 1cAfee, made hiie son-in-law John Righter an
executor, anrd Joseph Frice, in hig diary, notes that he

a ttended the funeral to 1iddletown Presbyterian Churech, and tjat
ag regards expenses, "Righter paid all"e.. 8 matter of some moment
to to Joseph, who gave freely of his time and labpr to all men

and was poor in consequence,

Adjoiming John Righter's property on the eastward, Frederick
Ricking, another papermaker, bought in 1762 a tract of one hundred
and fifty acres, extending for a mile down 1741l Cr=ek, From the
main tract, a long arm of land , probably for the purpose of
ineluding a small stream of water rsached cut over the mill now
known as Fairview). Although Fr=derick Bicking wae living in Iower
Nerion when he made this purchase, he had probably learnad his
trade elsewhwre, When, in 1782 , he had married at gt. ifichaelts
Bhurch, Germantown, the daughter of Johnannes Unverzagt, of that
place, the good pasicr who made the record, sat him down as
" a young member and =eeew millexrw, One of Rickinge own daughters
afterward narried a grandson of William Dewees, the noted Germai.
town (wiseahickon valley) paper meker, These facts indicate an
early acquaintance with the paper mille of the Wwissahickon,

In 1763 Frederick Bicking took the path of allegiance to
King George the Third, In 1769 he was taxed for one paper mill
and 150 acrese in Jower lMerion, The following year he bought a
tract of 105 acres adjoining his property and extending to the
gchuylkill a% Runnel Falls, (now ¥Flat Rock Dam). By this purchase
he also acquired two valuable shad fisheries. Qne of these, includ.
ing and island in the Schuylkil;, he sold in 1807; the other,
krown as Runnell ¥alls Wishery, remained a source of income unrtil
disposed of in 1810 by his executors,

In 1784 he bought from the estate of Robert Jones, 50 acres

more, lying at an angle of the road leading %o 1agy's rFord, on top
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ot what is now Tairview Hill, He also owned, fron 17983 to 1798

a large tract with saw mill, at the mouth of Mill Creek,

(T8

He shared in the usual trouble of employers, The newspapers

L

of the period set forthnot a few of his advertisements for run
away servantg--~-@German, English and Negro---and in 1776 the general
conscription of labor for the Continental Army made him one of

the sipgners of a memorial to the Committee of gafely, praying

that papermakere be exemptad from service, Although evidently

not a Lutheran, he contributed liberally to several funds of withe
puteh chureh®(Now 8t. Paultg, Ardmore), where, doubtless, some of

his workmen regularly attended, He served the township as cone

stable in 1768,

He died in 1809, having bequea thed his house, paper mill and
110 acres to hos son, Frederick, @nd & log house to his son pavid.
Yy the provisiors of his will all his other real estate was sold;

the

and numerous deeds of record show how/large tract was divided
among varbous small purchasers, A part. however, was accepted by
the t8stator in these words; ®"the burial place now a part of the
gaid land to be uged as the same is now enclosed with a stone wall

by my family and their descdndants and husbands and wives ag a

family burial ground forever,"

i

L

This little cemetery is now embraced in wpenshurstv, the estate

of lir, Percival Roberts, Jr., Here, in a plot 50 feet square
soreened from the roasd by a patch of woodland, lie the remains
of the old miller, his first wife, Catharine, their daughter,
garah, and munerous others, known and unknown---family, neighbors,
&nd humble workers in a nearby paper mill, 'The ftombstoneas inform
us that ¥Frederick RBicking wag a native of Winterburg, Germany, and
that Catharine, bis wife, was born in Qtwiller, in Germany, also.
Mention haep alreéady been made of the sale in 1807, by ceorge

MeClenachan, of a portion of the original Roberts 17ill traet, with

yq__,':
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the paper mill. The dbuyer was Peter Walover, a Lower Merior *‘f
papermaker, Previous to making this purchase he had operated on
lesse thne Pauuws Jones paper mill, near yesi Manayunk; but after
the saie of that properyy w0 George Melmuvold, another papermaker
(of whom we have already spoken) he probably found it desirable
te set up for himself,

To Robert cutciiffe, a noted Priena, we are indebted for what
is wdoubtedly a picturs of Walover and his mill. although guta
elitye's quaint delicacy forbids his referring to anybody except
by initisls, The account, as extracted from his Diary, is as
Toliows: " Having been several times in the neighborheod of
Merion, where I spent the aftermoon pleasantly, The situation ie
beauti fully romantic, being a narrow deep valley, the steep hills
on either side of which are coveredwith wood, The mill which would
be considered as an extensive one, even in Tngland, is almost
wholly employed in the making of writing and printing paper, with
large quantities of which he supplies the printers and stationers
of Philadelphia, During the visit he gave me a little history of
his life, About twenty years aho, being then 12 years of age, he
left Mentz, his na tive place in Germany, accompanied by his father
who died on the passage to this country, Being of thagf clase of
imnigrants called redemptioners already mentioned, P, W, on the
arrival of the ship in the Delaware was hired by Heary Dprinker,
and was employed about the house as a waiting boy, 2nd assistant
to the girls in the kitchen, After spending nearly four years in
this family and having acquired the Inglish language, he had the
good pense to discern that it would be more to his interest to
be taught some manufacture; and requested liberty of his master
to be put apprentic= to & papermaker, which was mlxmxiy readily
granted, although his first indenture was not yet expired. after




16 9&5

having obtained knowledge of the manufacture of paper, he, by
industry and care acuired sufficient property and credit to
enazble him to begin bueiness; which he hag now, for several
yearsg carried on to advantage, I wae never in a papermill where
the business was managed with more neatness and order.®

This is surely a picture of prosperity, but unfortunately
the picture has two sides, For a sheriff'g sals swept away the
little property which was knocked down to Bvan Jones, The latter
eontinued to operate the paper mill until 1848; then changed it
to a cotton and woollen mill, probabaly making , at the same time,

elteratione in the building , aes the present date-st e raade;

1848

From Evan Jones the property passed to his son, Ivan G. Jones,
who fitted it up as a grist mill, thereafter conducting his business
under the name of Merion Flour NMills, Speaking of this mill in
1884, Bean'g "Hisyory of lontgomery County® says that vwit ia in
excellent condition notwithestanding dtegreat age." In later years
it has been best known as the property of Idward g, Murray, who
has added his name to the date stone, But the greatest change
of all came in 1924, when, under the ownership of James (rosby
Browne, of vhose esfate ngliTton Wyngatesv, it now forms a part,
the 0ld mill was metamorphosed into a modern apar tment house, whomse
blue shutters and brass door knocker are not the least attractive
features of that picturesque corner of Iower llerion,

The first paper mill in America wes founded by William Rittens
house on a branch of the Wissahickon Creek; and throughout the
Colonial period , Pemeylvania held the le ad thus taken in the
papermaking industry, The many streams which drained the steep
slopee within a few milee of Philadelphia, not only provided any
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power needed for the mills, but alo furmished an abundani
supply of the pure, clear water so necespary in the manufacture
of white paper, There was tinber, too0, in plenty for the making
of wood pulp for printing (Nota by A.C. This the writer may
have forgotten is practically a modern procedure) papers, With
the coming of the redemptionists, the gkill=d labor of Germany
was always ready to hand, while the erown law prohibiting impori=-
ation cut off the competition of continental Turope.

g0 the home industry flourished apace, At the outbreak of the
Revolution the paper mills in the county of Philndelphia (which
then included Montgomery) Jatnumbered thiose in all the rest of
the continent combinsd., There were in Pennsylvania, lew Jersey
and Delaware, forty of more mille, producing annually 100,000
pounds sterling worth of paper and of these, 1ill creek, in Iower
Merion Township had four=--a8 HMany s could be found in HasSfe
chusetts, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire together,
' But with the opemasg of the war trouble negan, Although the
revblutionary government nseded papar hadly, it neseded nen, too.
ma conseription officer was armad with a writ which he served
without fear or favor, The paper makers threatened with the losse
of their skillad labor, wastad no time in forwarding to the
suthpritiess a peteition whiech is here given in full:

W7o the Honourable the committ=e of qnfety Tor pennsylvania;

wrhe Memorial of thesghpperibers, being paper makers in the
gourity of Philads=lphia, of behlaf of themaselves and the rest of
the paper makers in that neighborhood, hunbly represeniing;

wthat when at this present time it is insisted on by the
gfficers and Privatess in the association, that =very man , from
16 to B0 years of age, shall join the troops now marching to the

garp out of the Province, Your wemorialiets conceive thiey ought

to sumbit xx¥xk to any i nconvenisesnces which on the gecasion are

e
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Common to all men of all rades and pccupations; mut that at the
same time 1t is their indispensahle duty %o mention to Your
Honourable Roard That is the Ppaper lakers, Masters! Apprentices,
and Journeymen within the ages aforesaid should now leave the
trade and follow the camp then all and avery of the paper mills
in phil-delphia cvounty , making the majority of the paper mills
on this continent, must immediately be shut up, and, of course,
in a few weeks the printing offices, even cartridge paper, would
soopy fail, Teaving thie matter to the vwisdon of vour Hgnourable
soard, Your nemorialiste most huably pray for veour prder and

Pd rection in the premises., And Your lMemorialists , as is duty
bdund, and Zte.

Henry Katz,
Praderick Bicking,"

That this appeal was not barren of results , is shown by a
notice which wae set forth, in the wpennsylwania gazettan,
¥In Congress, July 19%th 1776
"Resolved that the papasr makers of Penndylvania be
detained from proceeding with the Association to
Yew Jersey, Extract from the minutes,
charles “homson, sesrstary,n
this was emphagized by =#n order which appeared the following

month, &n the columns of the same Journal:

"In Council of safety, Philadelphia,
August 9th 1776,

"The Honourable gongress having resolved that
the paper mak=rs in pennsylvania be detainsd from proceeding with
the assoeciation to new jgersey, all officers of this state are
required to pay a striet regard to the saie,
8wy Order of the Council of gafety,
Thomas Wharton, Jr., @resid=nt =

Amother petition te Congress, at about his time, resultad in

the ordering home from war of nathan gellers, of parby, who had

Joined the Continental Aruy and on whose expert knowlaedge of the
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panufac ture of moulds that the paper makers de-ended upon, ¥o
further proof is needed of the impertance of the industry at
this time,

"ar had its certain aftasrmath, with the cessation of hostilidles
the priecs of paper, which, soon after the Declaration of jndepen-
dence had baen advanced by the publishers, went soaring, Post war
labor came so high that it tended to diswourage publication of
anything except laws, newspuapers and phamplets, un the other hand,
however, the competition of foreign papers , which would naturally
have been felt at this time, was entirely cut off by the Huropean
war, So business continusd to boom, Wathin a few years after the
Treaty of Paries, which =nded the american revolution, there were
fifty paper mills rurning in vemsylvania, of these five were on
mill ur=<k in Tower rerion Township,

Tnetead of the scarcity of men , there was now a dearth of raw
materisl, and word went Torth to "save rags®, reanwhile new mills
ware goivz up., Lloyd gones, in 1W91 raised his paper mill on a
smail stream (Gulley Run) near west manayunk, Twe years later
Paul Jones put up another, hearby, It contained wthree presses,
and two iron screws, a largs drying loft, together with avery
otiier requisite~ and was wsitaute on a never-fuiling stream of
water in Lower merion iownshipw. 1n 1795, as already noted,
Jonathan Robeson Xxof built a paper mill on uill Creek,

A heavy rain in July of 1795 , which carried away nsarly ail
tne acams in Lower ,.erion, in-luding those of zicking, nagy and paul
Jones , seams to have brought only a temporary interruption to
trade, in 1804, an 61:1 reaident of Power merion, attending the
funeral of a child who had been killad in vBicking's old nillv, Obw
servas that it is "amsising what number of people that grick does
implojte=w=at the vpaper mills there is seven of them in legs

than three mileg---the hills swarm with children®., These seven
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mills employed, perhaps, 100 p- sons, and suvported geveral
times that munber, They were democrats, too, almost Yo a man; and
the more csonservative Pederalists "viewed with alarm® the doubtful
prospact of s township controlled by "JTournaeymsn paper nakersn,

in 1810 there were 60 paper mills in pennesylvania; in 1813
thare were 64; and four in ths state of pelaware, A few Yyears
.l-ter, at the pesk of prosperity, the 70 mills of Pennsylvania
and Delaware were enploylng 980,persons, of whom half were women
and children, while £800,000 wothh of paper was being produced
annually withing 40 miles of philadelphia, Then, following peace
in Burope, ecame the flpod of foreign papers, and the american
milles which hitherto had used only rh2 lani process, were brought
into competition with the mabhine-madd products of the gontinent,

sy 1820 the number of vais at work in Pennsylvanis and Dela-
ware had fallen to 17; the numbar of employ=es from 950 fo 175;
and the paper makers were urging a duty on paper to save their
business from ruin,

with thie decline of paper mukiﬂg and thie congersion of its
mills into woollen and cotton factories and manufactories of
buttons, kettles, "Deringers'and what-not (About which another
and lonzer chapter might be written) the family nam-s so long
agsocinted with the industry began to disappear from the neighe
borhpod, The most of them were Germans, well bearing out the
gtatement of Dr. sHenJmain mush that papar making was one of the
indugtries in which the german imuigrant excelled, oOne or two of
these names may still be found in Tower Merion, but of Conrad,
Trederick and Traicis ch=etz (8Schutz) Terderick sicking, senior
and Junior; christophare xobins (Rap); Jacob, william and Joseph
Hagy; nseorge and nenry Helbold; Jacob Newhouse, Simon ¢lass;
S8imon fteddikorn; Peter Bechtel, Phillip ¥ritz, christian oblinger,

Peter wallover, jgoln woy and yohn gighter, all lessse, ownarg,
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