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2135 West Cntario street,
January 3rd 19156.

Dear James,
The a2ir is filled with "Billy sunday" who began his

ten weeks' swangelical services this worning in the big taber-
nacle at 19th and Vine streets, just across the street from
Horace B. Richard's town house, but he, I presume, is now in
Florida, The Rapid Transit Company will certainly reap a Tinan-
cial benefit from the meetings for their cars ran as crowded
this morning as they do in baseball gEedasons, or when a circus
is in town, Persconally I do not feel enthused over the meetings.
Sunday's mannerisms, as I have read of them , do not tally
with my idea of what a preacher of rightecusness cught to be.
He seems to be playing to the gallery. I, however, differ from
most of the peoplejperhaps L am becoming a fossll and ought to
take a back seats I have tried to picture in my ,ind the Apostle
Faul being heralded by a lot of "Trail-hitters" and the people
of any of the cities he visited renting a furnished house for
the accomodation of him and his family. I do not like the
spectacular in religion, How things have changed since you
and I used to =it under the preaching of Watkinson, clark, and
. Chesshire; Bach of whomn have a distinctive belief ir the
sacreddess of the seriptural doctrines and preached the truth
regardless es to whether they won friends or foes. You will
recall the opposition that sprung up on the part of the other
congregations in the neighborhood whenever converts were being
received into the church and how ably those oppositions were
met, In this "advanced age" everything is "the Brotherhood of
an". This hss assums=d such proportions that I sometimes wonder
why there should any longer be an organization known as the
Saptist Church, I shall, if an opportunity affords, go and
hear Sunday to see for myself how he behaves on the platformn.
Singer and I had the honor, this morning, of sitting on the
Empire chairs. The one I occupied I found to be as comfortable
to 81t on as it is Dbeautiful to look upon, They are indeed
prizes of which any chureh ought to be proud, Dr. Seasholes
preached a very appropriate sermon from the text Genesig 1.l.
"In the beginning CGod" for the opening of a& new year. Two young
women were given the hand of fellowship, The meeting on Thurs-
day night was = splendid success. I was told this morning. The
King's Daughters served crullers and coffee during the social
gathering that preceded the watch night service. There wers
present representdtives from the Tethodist, Lutheran, Reformed
Ipiscopla and Presbyterisn congregations. We had a large fire
this morning at 20th street and Glenwood avenue, where IEste's
large lumber yard , s row of dwellings and a steam fire engine
were destroyed. You will gee an account of it in the papers
in the morning,

Hoping this will find you in good health, ss it leaves me,
I an,

Sincerely yours,

i

R Rs SHRONK,

January 10th 1915,
Neaxr James,
The old maxim, "No mews is good news" may be all
right and true, but whenever I fall to hear from you for more
than & wekk, I begin to Mawd all sorts of imaginings, and yowr |
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know that when things take hold of anyone's brain the best cdoes
not always come, "Man'is fearfully and awfully made" and he ig
very much likely to give attention to the fearfud, at least
I am, and I suppose it is born in me, A pretty long preface, is
it not? to my saying I hope that neither ill health or ill
fértune have kept you from writing. In the last letter you com-
plained about your hand troubling you. And that may explain
nmy regular letter not cuming,

Dr, Seasholes gave us & very interesting talk this morning
on Dwipght L. Moody, 2nd his grest evangelical work. Nex:i Sunday
he will tell us about "San® Jones, and on the Tollowing Sunday
his talk will be on "Billy" Sunday. Do you see I am bound to
hear something about the spectacular evengelism of which I do
not approve, With all the cottage prayer meetings, arranged by
the "Executive Committee®", whoever they mey be, or of the great
talkes in the 1Yth and Vine streets taberivacle, no preceptable
increase is seen in the attendance at our church services. lirse.
feasjoles and her 1little daughter, Grace, are laid up in the
house, eanch suffering from bronchitis. Qthers, suffering from
colds may account for so many empty pews. I wish you coula see
the trolley cars running down 22nd street to the tabernacle.
They are so crowded today that standing room ies at 2 premium.
The transit company »~ut on &:tra cars Just as they do on bhig
baseball days or when a circus comes to tpwn. Sunday, doubtless,
will do a great deal of good, but he uses some awful language.
The slang ig being widely quoted, while the good is forgotten.
He goes to Washington next week to meet President Wilson., May
he convert him from the error of his ways, so that business
men will not be able to say that are suffering from "Wilson's
propperity"..( It certainly is too bad that 701d Bob"™ wen't
around today, to see what the Hardings, Co@lidges and Hoovers
have done to the grand old United Statss. A,C.C.)

This is not much of a letter, but it will let you know I am
concerned about your welfare. Hoping it will find you in good
health, as 1t leaves me, and nine, I anm,

fincerely yours,

LA N _ 0§ _J

January 17th 1915.

DeaY Janes,

Your letter of the 12th, dated "1914v which I
readily knew was a mistake, reached me on Wednesday, settling
all disturbances in my mind as to your well being. I wouldn't
like to advise you to give up smoking, Tor that is a thing I
wouldn't like to do without myself, Like you, I cannot smoke
and write at the same time, especially if smoking a chgar, ly
preference is a pipe with good strong tobaeco. I used to enjoy
the cigare Rev, Beugless would send you« They were superb. At
the penitentiary I used to get some equally as good, made of
the best selected tobacco. They, however, spoiled my t=ste for
anything not so good. As I was unable to afford such a luxury,

I took to the pipe. In my going around ag a reporter I occasion-
ally get some very good cigars, which I tzke instedd of drinks.
When Dr. 8tidham ceame buck to the Falls and I found he still

had a fondness for good smokes I kept the best for him. One

day he came to my home and I gave him seversl that I had received
from Jokn Matthews, a rich manufacturer of kid, who had them

made especially for himself at a cost of half a dollar apiece.

I wish you could have seen Drg ftidham look at the cigars when
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I told him what they had cost. He afterward told me they were
the best he had ever smoked. I tried several of them while at
Wa tthews' house. I have not yetnbeen to hear 3Hilly Sunday and
do not know whether I shall make an atterpt to get a seat or
not., John Roy and Horace (Green heard him twice last Tuesday.
They attended the aftermoon service; went out for something to
eat at the close, and then right back to the tabernacle., Hoy
thinks sunday is th-: greatest preacher of the Gospel he had
ever heard and says the slang phrases used are so well fitted
into the taslk that one would hardly notice they were slang. He
told me this morning that he went again on Thursday night and
secured a good seat. On Friday I went to the Cormonwealth offie
to renew my subscription. The Rev, Epringer, the editor, is
muclh enthused over Sunday, whom le pegards as a second John the
Baptist, and thinks his work here will bring the ministers
back to preaching purer Gospel. Should he accomplish this his
mission to Philadelphia will be one of the greatest blessings
of the century. I thought of sSpringer's statement this morning
while Dr, Seasholes wag preaching on "Sam" Jones., There was a
mixture of Gospel facts in the discourse and many iquotations
from Jones, ext Sundzay he will preach on "3Billy" Sunday,
then I hope more direct Gospel will be served. Sunday must be
a wonderful man by the way he continues to hold the great
crowds. A singular thing about the crowds is the good order they
keep while in the tabernacle, and on their way to and from
the services, I ride home on the ears which pass nearest to the
tabernacle, and they get filled to their capaclty, and yet I
have never heard a loud word spoken. Bach passenger looks as if
he or she wers deeply impresssd and seldom converse with each
other. Arrangements are being made for the men 6f the 1l4th
District, in which the Falls is included, to attend in a body
on Wednesday nignt, Pebruary 3rd, when seats in the tabernacle
will be reservasd, The names of the men desiring to go have to
be given to the committee today. I did not give mine for the
reagson that I cannoi tell so far ahead whether I coudd go or
not,

lrs., Seasholes is slowly recovering from her attack of
bronchitie and pnewmonia. Little Grace , the baby, is up and
about the house. They have had quite a serious time and Dr,
Seahsoles thinks it will De several weeks before lrs, Seasholes
will bes about again. Hoping this will find you in good health,
as it leaves me, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Re R. SHROFK.,

January 24th 1915.
Dear James,

While waiting until it is time for me to call up the
different fraternal homes to get an %“ccount of their Sunday
afternoon services I thought I would indulge in a little talk
with you on paper, We are having a disagreeable day and most
people seem to be sitaying indoors. The cars on 22nd street, which
run direct to Billy Sundays tabernacle did not carry the usual
crowd to the afterncon service. T heard one of the road super-
intendents say he would order the extra cars to go back to the
barn, The falling off iz, I sunpo=e, due to the fact that the
meeting this afternoon, andi-evefdng, being for men, and of course
men wouddn't think of venturing out in bad weather the way
women do. Tothing but a lack of suitable dressing will keep a

&




woman hom2, I have not yet heard Sinday and I rather think
T will let my room there be laft for other comers, We Had a
vary interesting account of Sunday's life and work this
morning in place of =2 sermon, It being the third and last
of a series on "Promising Bvangelists I Have Known". While
qunday may be accomplishing a great deal of good in his way,
T shall be glad to g2t back to the regular services in

the church., If the ministers would only preach the gosp=1
thers would be no need of such speecial gatherings,

I see by the papers that Devon Inn is to be sold at
Sheriff's sala, I hopes you got clear from the responsibility,
When it was transferred from the Philadelphia syndicate,

I see you received a copy of Dr., Mills' phamplet vwpalls
of Schuylkill and Its Association with the University of
pennsylvania®., I received one during the week and appreciated
it very highly and am hoping he may sson pubdblish his mili tary
and other history of the Palls, Tuere was a pretty high frashet
in the Schuylkiill during the week, the second this month, There
is nothing that causes such a yearning in wmy breast for being
young again than a freshet in the Schuylkill, How I used %o
like taking a rowbvoat, pull up along ths shore, and then row
out in thie curment, fasten a rope to a plece of lwaber and
row it in to shore; or, to take a pole or scoop net and
dip in the eddi=s for sucker fish, It has been so long since
I handled a pair of gars that I fear my old time skill in that
line hag depart=d as has much of my physical strength, Hoping
you are well, I am

Sincarely yows,

R, R. SHRONE.

2135 west Ontaric otreet,
January 3lst 1915

Deay James,

Your letter found me in bed laid up by an attack
of blaudder trouble, which I think resulted frod a cold taken
on Tusgday aftaerncon while at tanding the funeral of Select
councilman Albert 1f. Deprefontaine, in Tioga lfethodisi Cchurch.
T have bsen kept in the house ever gince, but am fezling better
mxmxxxinxx snd hops to b2 able to reswae my work tomowrow, I
did a little last night by telephone, vut was glad when I got
through, I wes sorry for two things you mentionsd in your
letter, That you have lost so much money on tie Devon Inn
proparty, and of Jacob's daughtser having b=en operatsd upon
for appendicitis and hop= she may come out all righi, I also
hope there may e an exceeding bright lining 1o the finaneial
e¢loud waieh has hung ovar Devon Inn $o comfort you bafore
you get too old to enjoy it, sadie Dykes has been in §%.
mimothy's Hompital for sometime suffering from a genercal
breakdown and is I fear in a serious condition, I Just had
a talk with yrs. Seashol=ssgs on the phone; she and little Grace
got downstuirs today for the first time in several wesks,
owing to bronchial trouble, Dr, feasholes and most of tue
male members of the churcn leave about 3.30 this afternoon
in special trolley ecars for the Billy Sunday tabsrnacle night
service, going eurly to aveid ths rush I suppos=, All fthe




other churches in the Palls, Wissahickon, RoxXborough and
Manayunk are going %o the same service, In our church there
is to be a union womens!' service tonight, a woman to speak,
a woman to light up and attend the fires, and another to
ring the bell, while two others will take up the collection.
Imn afraid 1 will not be avle to follow your advice in going
to hear Billy Sunday and get religioneI guess 1'11l have to
g2t 2long witlhout "hitting the sawdust Trail®. lrs, Beasholes
also told me of the death yestsrday aft=rnocon of Bdward Dodge,
for many years bookkeeper in pPowers & Weightman'g laboratory.
His wife snd four daughters belomng to our church, January is
finishing up hsre in Philadelphia with a snowfall, preparing
the way fTor the shortest and meanest month of the year, If you
did not get a cony of Dr, Mills' phamplet, le%t me known and
T will mail you the extra copy his stenograplier sent nme, Hop-
ing you are well and phat you may get time to hear RBilly
Sunday without getting his kind of religion I am,

Sincarely yours,

R. R. SHRONE

webruary 7th 1915

Dear James,

Your letter of the 5th cameé to hand in time for me
to have it at the Dbreakfast table yesterday morn ng, I do not
wonder at your hand b=zing shaky after having signed the docu-
ment which robbed you of so much money, I do not see how you
managad to write at all undsr such circumstances? I am afraid
sometimes that your sense of honor is a littles too acute for
your own good, I never had that much money to lose but T have
se ttled some small acounts fo +twhiceh I was callad a fool bea
cause they had b=en outlawed by the statute of limitations,

I am glad Jacob's daughter pascsed the critical p=eriod of her
operation and hope she may have a sp=2edy recovary, I am feeling
much be tter then when I last wrote, The old adgge, "a change
of pastiime is good for the eslves® I think is going to prove
true in my case, I called in anew doector, old sehool, and
after a careful examination he informsd me that the most I
needed was nourishment and advised ny going off the strict
diet I had been plseed on two years ago, assuring me that my
kidneys ware irn an excellent corditionm. 8o I am eating most
things that come on the table again, Dr, Seasholes preached

a splendid sermon this morning on “The Two ordinances%, which
wag very appronriate for the comaunion season, Charlese

Chipman, a mmmxm warm friends of Dr, Seasholes', wss prasent
with hie third wife. They resids on 23rd street, just above
xxx Tioga street, After th=s service he drought yrs, Weliand

and I home in his handsome automobile, going down [iidvale
avenue to the Park Drive, down Diamond street to Broad and
thence to Tioga street to 22nd where he dropped me out and then
took Mrs. W. to her home, I willmmuail you a ecopy of Dr,

17ills's phamplet; should he send you a copy, you can forward
one to Jacob, In the Chronicle of last week, that is the one
I mailed you on Tussday, was a notice of the deaty of Idward
Dodge, for many ysars a bookkeeper at the laboratory, I do

not known wheteher you knew him or not, He married a daugh ter
of Mrs, ILizzie walk-r Rddgers, a niece of Rev, Jacob ¢, Walker.




His wife and children are members of our church, I have not
yet gone to hear Billy Sunday to get religion. More than a
hundred men went from owr church last sunday night, in specisal
trolley cars, surpassing by quite a nuwaber both the 1fethodist
and Presbyterian groups, Whemne they ceme from I have not
heard, A young man named Russell 1. Thompson, 20 years,
Tioga, was drown=d yesterday at noon, by thne upsetting o
cano< in the Schuylkill in that treacheroua place just D
the Rending Railroad bridgse, The body has not yet been
racovared, Hoping you are in good h=alth and may recovaer all
the money you have lost, I an
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Gincerely yours,
R - H. ESLE{U '-ﬂ{.

February l4tan 19156

Dear James,
Your latter of ¥piday night did not reach me till

th g200 nd mail yaa*mrday, 80 I did not have it at the

oreakfast table, I enjoy=d it very much, Particularly of you
and Dr, Rowland going fishing; also of your running barefoot.
I always had an idea that you differed, in that respect, from
other Yoys, my first recollsctions of you imprassed ms of
your unusual neatnasgsas, I used to look atbt your hands in selicol
and navr saw them soilad like iy own and other boys. I am glad
you had such a delightful time at the reception. Dr. Seasholas
had told m= of having m=t you there, You must ke2p in mind
your own 756th birthday, 'March 2lst, when the church is going
to hold a caelebration of ita 63rd anniversary of ocecunpying
the praegsent building, and the 57th anniversary of your
baptism, A very pl2asing coincidence that these shduld all
accur on larch 21lst, The celabration will be in the nature of
an 0ld Home Day. We shall try to hava Dr, Huapstone and nr,
Walk=xr with us, togetaer with others formsrly commectad with
the church, It W111 also bBe the 63rd anniversary of ft.e gunday
Schicol as a eaptist sunday School, although it had for years
b2en in charge of a Baptist sup rintendent and teachers, save
one, Miss Kate Sorber, a Presbyterian for years before leaving
the Qld Academy building, 8ince your mention of Dr, Mills!
phamplet having b2en pudlished in »Qld Pennw", I recall having
a copy of the same, When I read th2 phamplet it was all
familiaxr but I thought it had b22n printesd in The Torecsatb.
Having another phamplet 1 do not want you to return the ogne
I sent you, 8=end it to Jacoh. He might enjoy havimg it read
to him, Rev. IeRoy 3tephens, of ths Pennsylvania gapiist

BEdication Bociety preachad thie morning, Dr. Seasiivles was

praasnt, He went over to the jlasonie Qrphanage for girls in
the afternoon to preach for priental Arch chapter, sadi=
Dykes disd this morning in gSt, Timothy's Hospital Xmx aftsr
a long illness of zomplications of ailments, Hoping you are
in good health T am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK.




Pebruary 18th 1915 7

Dear James, I hearti;y agr=zs with all you write about sadise
Dykes, 8he was a noble woman of whom it can truly be said,
"She did wha' she eould®, I am, however, in the dark
coneerning tiie otii=sr person to whom you referred., It may
b2 my Hlind stupidity, dut I have to, as the saying go=s,
"give it up". Owing to an amgagement with a party in the
eity I was unable to attend the funeral of sadi= Dpykes, Singer
did, znd told me last night of Dr, Seasholess having r=ad a
very pretty lettear froa you, Rev, William grawford, of
th= wirst Church, manayunk, assisted in the sarviees, The
church and the choir each sent floral tributes, I am f20ling
considarably better,pud while I am permitted to =2at substan
I have no appetite, I saw my doctor this morning and had
ano ther irrigation of the bladder, H=s gave m=2 sgsome tablets to
cause app=4tite =nd Yo aid digesstion,

samuel MeKInney, Sre, Wid was Sepdla=sd oy 2 Fonnw, 228 »ho
is quite deaf, will be B6 years old on saturday, It was deglded
lagt evening that as many of the mambers of the church as
possible should esll on him during the day at his home, 174
Calumet street, which is old Bpencer sireet, It ocurrad to me
thhat a few lines from you might be appreciatad, We are
getting some resulis of the Billy Sunday revival, a young man
nam=d Harmer, who formerly at tendsd the sSunday Schaol, and
two young women named fartin, daughters of nary Daymon partin,
gaimme bafore the church and will be baptised next sunday week,in
the avaning. In looking over some papers I came across a
little phamplet wThe Rise of the Templev, an addrzss of DIr,
gtidhamt's before 'rary (Qom:andary K of T, which h= gent m=2 at
the tima, Have you a copy? If you have not and would liks
to own one, T will mail you thz one I have. Iie certainly knew
how to give polish to an address, I am glad you appreciate the
chronicle., It is an 2asy way of k=eping you postad in gansral
hapnenings at the Palls. Did you s:2 the nosegay eccopi=d in last
week'g Worecast about Iaboratory Hill, which I wrots for ihe
necord? Too bad you hand gives out the way it do=s, I an
glad, however, to l=arn that the giving out is painless, Hoping
it is all right again, 1 am

gincerely yours,
B.. R, Shronk,

-

yebruary 21lst 1915

Dear James,

Vour latter cam2 a littl= late yasstarday morning
so T had to read it after 1 had brea<fastad. Ssmusl W, leKinney,
gr, is a tall, typical Horthedf-Irelamd Trisiuaan, lle was
a Covananter Presbyterian and with John lforrow and others tried
to organize a chureh of that faith in the pld Academy in 1572-
1873, He was convineed on the qu=astion of baptism, I od2lieve,
by John Roy, and was baptized 25 years ago by Mr., Hanna, For
a long time he was active in church work and attended the

gervices regularly until he becama deaf and agad, He has, 1t

is generally suppos=d, som2 meansg, but was never free-handed
with it, one of his sons marri=d cecilia yeredith, JlecKinney
was a building contractor and is aid to have made considsrabdle
rmoney in Australian gold mines, He is well read in taes Bible




and s2nt a beauti ful letter to the echurch, expraazsing liis
appreciation. of th2 remambrances rec2ived y=starday, his 85th
birthday, #nd noth the 856th as T was told on YWednesday night.
I fully agre= with cone=ming Jennie Reed, Iik> her mo tiaer,
Jdary Ann Harper Reed, sie 8is a noble woman, as were 8ll the
Harper girls, only one of whon, susan, the wif= of Frank
Moriosn, is now living, I am sorry you have to put up with
rastaurant cooking. I would not like to depend on shich food.
Like yours:1f, I wgs brought up te Xnow good substantial
£ood, well colkad, fortunately for m=2 I have nevar been de-
prived of it for any length of time, and now am very xmy
proud of my daughter who looks after the tabls sunplies ,

and deing the cooking, You can form some diea as to her
proficieney from the m=al she preparad for nmy birthday party
laagt Qetober, she cookad and prepurzd evarything that was
served, except the iee eream and fancy cakes and employed the
colored oman to do the serving and sihwashing. Do you not think
I am fortunate in that respact?

The r=2azon you did not s=2e the funeral notices of
gadi= Dykes in tha Iedger ias beaause thie managers, soma tine
ago, ceut loose fron the othar papars and only publish such
d-ath notices sent or taken to the office, lost of the undsra
takers take the notices to the other papars, I have always
thiought the Iedger mad: a mistake in the action taken, Ve
are having a spring-likxe day here ftoday, one f=21s good in
being out of doors, ogwing to the ®m lly gsunday revival, the
ehurch will omit its usual Wasuingson 3irthiay supper tomorrow
night, I send you herewith Dr. Seasholess' address on "The
Rise of the Temple®, your being a Yason will see in it more
then T could, gut it among your tr2asurasg, I think you will
appreciate it, Hoping you are well, as this lzaves um=, I am

Sinesrely yours,

rebruary 28th 1915
D=ar James,

I do not know why, but whenaver I fakl to reczive
a latter frow you on saturday, I begin to have all mannsr of
evil forebodings conecerning you, Why are w2 so constituted
that whanever things do not go as we desire, w2 get to thinking
of something wrong insetad of som2thing ood, always forgetting
the truthfulness of the ald saying, "No nsws is good goods",
In ny last letter T sent you the copy I had of Dr, Stidham's
little phamplet "The Rise of the Templen, whiech I hope r=aachad
you all right., I was sadden=d on Wednesday evening when I weng
into Rz2ed's Dry Goods Store, to purchase sowe notions Tor my
daughter, in l=zarning that Jennie wus confin=d to her bed, ghe
had an operation savaral yesrs ago Tor appendicitis, and it
sa2m8 never fully racovered, In addition to this old complaint
ghe is suffering from diabetes and i1s being kept undsr a
gtrict diet, Rither ailment is bad enpugh, dbut with thes two
I fear har days are nuibered, Her sister garrie is much con-
cerned about her, We had a grand sermon this morning on the
importance of tha man at the pool of 3wxktkxxdx getirssda, who




was waiting on th=a poreh for the trouvling
whoil 3“113: healad, Referasnce was made to
other curing springs in this country into whici
h=aling nad de2acended, Helping on=2 *o curis
At tiie close of the sermon Renjmain walksr,
Haywood streatf, told of his attending the
tings and of nis conversion., He, withi four or five others,
)2 baptizead this aning. Among the others are Ccharlie
VMason and his wifa, * sam=a tlhie same part of Scotland:

that John 7oy did., Mason hias b22n a presh;taﬂl 0 w“11= is
wife was an Rpiscopalian, and two sisters, nam=d jartin, daugh-
tars of Wary Daymon Hartin, Their aunt, Iizziz2 paymon, was at
the Wednesday evaning prayer service, It was tiiz first time
have gseen her in churdh since Free did the greatl service of
laaving, Has Dr, ;.mss*ulas wri tten you about the 0ld Home Day
we expact fo hold on March 21s8%t? As you are aware it will be
the G63rd anniversar ¥ _,1*" 1'11«': opening of thie lscture room; the
57 th ﬂnn-v>r44¢3 of your and Dr. .Hlﬁer's vaptismn; and what is
more important yuuc 758k bi”*biwy w”niv'r'ary. We want you
to be p*erent and hope t1“ occaszion may b2 a Red I=tter Day in
your 1life, 8Such a triplicate :ﬂh1V?rﬁﬂrj is uniqun 46& nomes
to but few mortals., I havs not yet had the on;

hearing Pilly Sunday, but T beliz2ve he is ﬂoing £l greu: Aeal
of good although T do not approve of 8ll his methods, Hoping

it leavag me, T am

i

this will find you in good healta a2
i neerely yours,
. R, SHRONK.

archh 7th 1915
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We are having a taste of winter nere today, evelryw

thing wuas covered with soft snow this morning, presenting a
vary pre+ty landseape, espacially at the Palle and mairmount
Park, Thera was not interruption in ruwming tia=z Prollej CATS
8o I even got over %o echureh without any difficulty, The con-
gragation was smallsr than usual, I suppose peuple wouli ra ther
git indoors than go to the trouble of going to church, I went
ynd returnad alona, 2s neither s, Weiand or her sister, Rliza-
beth Peltz, ve"uJ-i out . Blizabath has been in poor he=alth
for some time. Jiary took her down to h=aar 8illy sunday sevseral
Wﬂak“ ago and sn=2 eas2 near Laving an attack of pleurisy from

1¢ axposure, 3Being up in the sighties s s tand what
she onae ﬂOul., au, thinks she ought %o, call=d at th=2 Reed
stors on Wednesday =vening to convey %o Jennie your syumpatiy
and b=2gt wishes, only to learn that she hasd raceived the same
direct tharouzh the letter you had sent her, I was glzd to lsarn
from carrie that Jennie was improving and was able fo com=
downstairs for har dinnsr, and hop= she may fully recover
or be so pateli=d up as to live happily a long while, Diabeates
is a curious ailment., It takss som2 people off quickly, while
otliars endure it for a long while know a doetor, Renjmain

-
n, Peltz, of Roxborough, a Idlstant connection of th=2 our
ﬁeltz family, who has had it for ysars dbut does not sszem to
worry about it. S0 you havs not yet got the Davon Inn affair




0
untangled, As the thing has not been finally settled 1 feel /
that there may be hop=2s of your getting out of it at least
som=2 of the mon2y you invssted, whether we will appear again
on this mundan= gphere or not is 2 gquestion I have often
considersd but never decid=d, I somerim=s f=el as though I
was here in th= remote pust but cannot tell where, when or how,
As to relaftives, nmine have never b=2en of very great help, or
hindrance to me, 8om=s of them hsve had a grest deal mor=s out
of me Tinaneially than I have hazad from bthem, gutside of our
imaediate fTamily there had never baen a display of what people
call love, Cousins are aimply cousins because they happ=n=d tp
be bhorn so, I pr2sun2 you g2t the Torecast and that you havs
s22n the piece T had in this waek's issus on 1@dvale avenue, I
wrbte 1t as a speeial for The Record some “eeks ago and it
wag printed in an early =dition and then taksn out of the form,
80 it did not appear in the papers distriovutad in the eity, I
got eredit for it and the city =ditor gave me a proof for my
serap book, I teleplionad the edi tor of tie Foreecast and told
him I would give him a proof if he would use it, He said hs
would be glad tu have ths artivlz, so I addded the last parae
grapgh and mailed it to him ss a contribution, You must not
forget your coming birthday annivsarsary, nor the celebration
of that and the othsr inmportant s2vents, We are looking forward
to having a pleasant (0ld INomez Day at Hiie ghureh on the 2lst,

80 do your Dbest to b2 present,

One young man was received into tha church this morning,
Others preferred to wait until the next communion which will
be on Waster Sunday, a sort of a form introduced by Russell
and Conwell which is not aléogether in accord with old-time
Baptist proceedings, But what's the use of complaining? Hoping
you are in good h=alth as this leavss me, I an

Sinecer=2ly yours,
R. R. BIHROFEK,

-

parch l4th 1915

D=ar James,

T was vary sorry to learn b¥ your last lstter of
Jacob'g daughter having to go back to th= hopsital to undargo
anoth=zr operation and hopz gshe is by thie time over the erisis
and that she may soon be well, I was also puined in learning of
her having basen desrtad oy her husband, Is it not strange how
gome things run in fTamilies? Her grandfather, Long, was an
abgentas from his lhoms for many tears, Another taing that pained
me was in learmning that you have to look after the family, What
a reward there must be awaiting you in tlie sweeit bye and bye,
I was under the impression that Jazob!s wif: was pretty well te
do, through her Mmothsr, who wzs a daughtsr of Nicholas Pulnsr,
who aslways pass2d as a w=althy farmer, owning the property now
known a8 Woodside Park, in the upper =nd of Whst Fairmount park.
But then, w2 nevar can tell, reputations dg not always represent
on2's real standing, fipnancially, morally, or otiherwise, I have
always consider=d myself as a distant relutive of Jacob's wife.
Robert Toulon, & cousin of my mother, marri-d 1ary A, Fulmar, a
cousin of sarah Fulmer Iong, Wettie's motiier, Nrs, Foulon, B84
y=ars old, lives with her son. Robert Toudon, a pannsylvania




Railroad conductor in "west rvhil. delphia,y The editor of the
Por=2Qust s2nt me several extra copises of the issue containing
my artiele on lidvals avenue, Learning you lost your copy, I
mail=d you anothar which T suppose rsached you all right, we
are having a delightful spring-like day here today, In all the
Baptist churches taroughout thz eounty today was set apar
as Denociainational pay, Dr. Seasholes preachzil one of the
slrongest Baptist sermons this morning I have even listen=d to,
his text ©being "A peculiar People, zealous of 2004 Worksw,
Titus 2:8. The diffsrences betwsen the Baptist and patholie
was sihown to be that whils the catholics holi to people com-
ing to Christ through the chureh, we beliave in sersons coming
into the chureh through christ, henze hold to believers' baptism.
We are looxing forward with much inter=stmx to thz anniversary
to he eel2brataed next Sunday, the suee2ss of which will depend
graatly on your being pr2sent , so kindly try to be with us,
The celebrations will be informal, Dr, Seaslhioles will give a
ghort talk and T will have a brief sketeh, relating chiafly
to the opening of the lecture room, having as a boy in company
with my unecle, William 2, Roberts, atteni=ad the first service.
Uncle left on the following may 3rd for palifornia with charlss
fervice, s brother of Dr, L. M, Service, and William @raig,
of sermantown, I have not yet h-ard Billy Sunday, dDut may go
some day, this the last week of his being here, I will-hiowever,
not nava any costly gift to sresent teo him, Rev, Charlas
Warwlck, of Diamond Street church, died ¥irday nignt, With
best wishes, T am,

sincerely yours,

R. R, SHROHK.

mMarch 19th 1915

D=zar James, While hoping to se2 you on Sunday I want to send
this in Pon'~u.alj,1o1 of you¥ 75th birthday anniversary, and
to express the wish that you may see many happy returns of
the day. 75 years is no longer coneiderad old, and the wise
no longer measure lives by y=ars, A8 I look back T se= that

I have known you sixty of your 75 y=ars, I have known no one
who hass been more helpful to othars than you, and I sincarely

Hope you may reap a goodly part o the reward dus you before
you are ealled hizhar,

With o283t wishes I am,
sinceraly yours,
R. R. BSHRONK.

- — -

pareh 21st 1915

Dear James,
You were so tak=n up by otners this morning that I
found no chance to 2xprass my high appreciation of huving you

with us. It mais me fasl good in s==ing the people crowd avout
you. Which shows you still have a strong hold upon the dear
little churech, Walksr was very kind in coming to the celebration,
He %0ld me he was afraid he would be unuble Lo l=ave hiz own
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the

chureh, You can blame m=a for tne whole affair, except
flowers, for which Singer is %o blame, Hud I consulted my
own feelings T would aave remsin=sd home 48 I contracted a cold
on Thursiay and today I had conslderable trouble withh my
truss, I was, howev=r, glad to e present and only wish I
could have gone bsck to the Sunday Schpol this afternpon, How
did you like the appearance of the Mmpire chairs? Were thsy
not in keeping with the flag dscorations? I do not intend
writing a letter todam, but merely wished to 2xpress my great
plessure in the way th= annivarsariess were carried out, Iy
going to the walls, if anything, was mors beneficial than
otierwise, 2s I am f2eling mueh Yetter this afternoon,
8inecerely yours,

o

Re R. SHRONKw
rareh 28th 1915
Dear Jam=as,

The shortast latter I ever rec=ived from you came
to hand lagt might weak . Short as 1t is it makes me fael
pratty bal in l=2ar:ing o" your additonal troublzs in your right
arim, I could tell by the writing taat every stroke of the pen
was agony to you, I sine=r2ly hope you are rid of it by tais
time, T was greatly plz2ased in tie splendid success of last
sunday's celebration, whicn is still being talkad about, and
mos% of all I was lid you were prasgsent, I had A little tasts
of grippe during th= week and did not zet over to th2 Ved-
nesday night praysr mseting, ¥eithsr did I g2t to a mestiing .
on Thursday sving of thz2 parmanent Advesory Board, in the
M rst ghurch, I went to s=2e my doctor on Wedn2sday evening
and he gave me some awful i tter madicine, which h.us got m2 in
pretty good shaps again, I went o chureh this morning but was
greatly disappointad, Dr, Seahsolss is absent for the day,
up at fnrshey to deliver an address, Rev, W. H., Gotwald, of
the Antesaloon peagus, fill=d the pulpit, or rather kill=d the
time with a talk on the 2vils of the saloons, an address I
heard hin give somz time ago with little preface added about
the key of a lock=d cesmstery zate being obtain=d in a saloon
on the opposite of tha street, a pretty siring point in his
argunent, only he didn't say where the cemetery is located, A
Dr. O'Brien address=d4d th=s gible class in th= afternoon, and
A. P. Hugh=s, of the Purlication Society, is to speak tonight.

iss Blizabetih Peltz has had a sevsare cold and came near
having pneumonia, I call=d last evening and found hsr much
better, but her sister, HMrs, Weiand, looked as though she ought
to zo to bhed, shs could scarcely k=ep on her feei from a bad
attack of grippe. The two live alone and ocught to have
someon2 with them. I saw Miss carri= Reed at church this morning.
ahna told me that Jemie had had a set back during th= week but
was T2eling better today, I went up to the annual meeting of
th=2 overseers of the RoxXxborouzh Poor on Thursday, Dr. B. R.
Pektz, a distant connsction of our Peslzt family, is the visiting
physician and said he would have liked to have met Dr, Rowland,
withh whom he attended a sehwool on ths Trappe, in [onfigomary
county, but has not m=at him for about forty years. Hoping
you are in batter health than when you last wrote, and pleas
Ao not punish yourself again in writing me, unl2ss you fael




all right. I’

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHROINK.

April 4th 1915
Dear James,

Aslde fron tlis snow which came as a genuine winter
blizzard yesterday, and which is rapidly disappeari-g, we
are having a splendid Bastzr heore today, P=ople grested =ach
otaer at{ ch.rch this morning with a "merry christmasv, the
galuta tion being more approprdate than an JNaster gresting,
I am bomewhat in trouble with iy eyes, I had them tasted this
past week and the oculist gave me a prescript om for a new
lans for the laft eya, I got the lzns yesterday but it does
not give me the satisfaction I expecta2d it would and ¥ an
umabls to read 2ven large sized prim#. 8y bending very low
to the paper T am able to write this, It may bethat the =ye
may become accustomzd to th= new glass, I shall try it for a
day or so, and then go back to the oculist and have hin
examine the lens, I want to the eitiy yestarday and got caught
in the worst of the blizzard, Tt was the worst storm I have been
out in since the blizzard of 1888, and I was very glzd to get
back home, Fortunaiely the storia did not interefasre with tae
telephone wires, so I was able to cover my district last night
by using ths telephone, TFor my work the telephone is the
graatest invention ever bromzght avout, I hope the treatment
you were rsceiving, acecorddng to your Yetter that came to me
during the wsek, may result in a parmanent ceure of your right
arm, We had a delightful service this morning; Dr. Seahsolzs
gava us a spleandid sermon from Revelations 1-18, The choir
gsang a long TWastar cantat, %o which to me having no soul for
music, was alittle tiresome, I have nevar 2njoy2d singing like
I did when your quartat sang those grand anthsms, *Hark, the
Herald Ang=ls S8in"; and 7As The Jounftains are Round pAbout
Jerusalem®, and naver exp=ctit Lo h=ar any singing that will
squal it, Dr, Seasholes welcom'd fourt=sen new msmbers and
others will be baptized tonight, I expect rathar an intsresting
chureh meeting on Wedneaday night, The question of having
individual comiunion cups will be congidered and I suppose
adopted, Dr. Seashulas nhas b2=2n working for such a change for a
long whils,,The Xing's tauzitsrs, I believe, will furnish the
new outfit. I used to be greatly opposed to any changa, out
of late have considered that if it is right to use two or
four cups, why not use a hundred? The church will Jjoin the
netiodists, Presbyterians, and Reform=d Rpiscopal next waek
in a four weeks union avangelical service, one w22k in each
chureh, Wednesday nights eschn church will hold its own prayex
me=ting, T enquired of Miss carrie Reed today, of her sister,
Jennie, and was told sha is much better, s, Weiand and her
sister, Tlizabeth Peltz. are both improving., Hoping this will
find you in good health as it l2aves me, I am

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHROMK




April 18th 1915 '

D2ar James,
I have jJust returnad from a visit to tha jasonie

Home, The services there today are undar th2 auspices of tuae
Iadie=s' Auxilisry of Mary comnandery, I did mot stay to the
services as thsy would have orought sazd recolisctions to my
mind, Thes ladies always held theix service on the first sun-
day in Marech until this year, and for sixt2en consecutive
years Dr, stidnam preazhaed the sermon, Sincs his deatu yr.
Joon G, Wilson, of Union u. B, chureh, has held forth, The
occasion is about the greatest in th= home services =2ach
y=ar, wo you know tha% nrs, stidham and har daughter Bdna have
rzturned to West "hilsdelphia and are living close to Mthal's
homey I s8till have considerable trouble with 1y 2y2s and was
not able to get to wWaet Iaursl Hill Ccem=tery to attend the
funeral of your niaeace, T eent a latter of sympathy to her
parents, They must f=el all broken up over her loss, Y was
in hop:s she might live to care for sacod in his blindness
and to help her mo ther, Her departure is doubdtless for tue
best, but how hard it is for us to feel so, There ig an
e2pidemic of meagdés at the wPalls, Dr. Seasholes! home is
under quarantine owing to little (jrace having nthemv, Jargaret
and the two boys are stopping in other homess so that their
school=going will not e interfered with, While lrs,
Beasliples is suffering from severe scalds on one of her arms,
neck and face, she tripp2d and fellwhile carrying a pltcher
of boiling water upstairs, The prevalence of the measles
and the deeire of the women to get at their spring house
cleaning led to thes abandonment of the union revival ser- .
vices, The Tirst wesk's gervices were held in our churech,
but were not largely attended, 80 on Friday night those present
decided to postpome the remaining thres weeks! services until
fall, I c¢allad on the pel tz!' lasgt evening and found Elizabeth
much better; almost herself again, MNrs, Weiand, who had a
pretty trying time attending Elizebeth while herself suffering
from the gripps, ie slowly mending. She told me that adbout all
sh2 needed was a good rast, urs, Hugh Scott told me this
morning that her husband, who is getting over a severe cold
will be 82 yeers old on May 1lO0th, Do you rem=mber his fathar,
gamuel Scott? They lived at the end of Cockroach Row n=arest
the Reading Railroad bridge, He was a nice old Irishman, but
awful contrary. From some cause or othsr I was always afraid
to me2t him when I was a boy. "Aunt Hannah" Scott, d=zar old
soul, was ore of the nicest women I have ever known and
for years was very faithful to the church, Blla Roberts told
me this morning that she had received my letter this morning,
in which I enclos=d your chack, she returned from Wilming ton
sooner than shs expzcted to owing to Belle straining a nerve
on one of her j1egs, so that sihe could not walk,

Hoping this will find you in good health, I am

8incerely,

Rt R. SHROIJK.

April 25th 1915

Dear James,
The habit of writing to you on sunday afternoon has
a strong hold upon me, so that should I neglect a letter I do




not think 1 could feel satisfied? There are timss when one has
little of anything particular to write about and this is one
of those occasions, You are aware of the swamer-liks heat
whieh doubtlecs prevails in New York as it do2s here, so it
would be no news %o you for me to say it is hot here, I went
over to the church this morning and listenzd to a very fine
germon from the text "I lust Decrease but He must Inereasev,
We hawe lost another member of the chureh in the person of
Mrs, Margaret Hammer, widow of James Hammer and sister of
Thomas ghort, She died early yesterday morning in the phila-
delphia Hospital of paralysis, feveral years ago a man jolted
her on the street, in the city, causing her to fall and
fracture one of her hips, At her age the injury was incurable,
She was removed to the home of a half-sister in Roxborough and
pavaral months ago to the hospital, Efforts were veing made
by members of ithe chnurch to have hexr placasd in a home foI
ineurabl=gs, but every such institution was € und fo be crowded
with lists of applicants waiting, 8lie was stricken with
paralysis early last week, word was sent to Dr, Seashioles and
he went to the hospital immediately, but Tound her unconscious.
ghe will be buri=d Tuesday aftsrnoon from and undertaker's par-
Jor, 6066 Ridgs avenue, Roxborough, Dr. Seasholes will
officiate. Mre, Hammar and her husband were baptized by Dr.
Chesshire in 1863, a short time before Xxxx 1 was, You ought to
come to church next Sunday morning when individual communion
cups will be used for the first time in our church, Edwin
Singer is suffering from another bad attack of heart trouble
end I am afraid his dzys are numbered, lrs, Seasholzss is
glowly recovering from her scalds and little Grace from
measleg, Neither Mrs, Weiand or her sister, Blizsbeth Peltz,
were at church this morning., They are, howevzar, slowly re-
covering from their ailments, Hoping this will find you
in good health, a2#g it leaves me, I anm

Si ncerzly yours,

R. R. BHRONK.

way 2nd 19156

Dear James,

Do not worry about replying to my lettars, so
long as you ar= not prevented from doing so from illness,
I thought you would have to look after your niece's funeral,
and hope you have gotten tarough with that white elephant
Devom Inn, which has ®22n a source of so much mental anxiety
to you, to say nothing about the financial cests, In your
letter you mentioned Samuel Sgott as being the first man you
met on coming to the Palls, I remeomber his being hostler at
Iaurel Hill Csmetsry entrance, or rather it was at the
hitehing rails opposite the entrance, What change there has
taken place in thes cemetery sincs you first walked through
it? At that time it used to be a regular visiting place for
¥alls people on Sunday afternoons, Now it has been extended
northward to the Reading Railroad and southward to old
Wicetown Iane, taking in Dr, Peppar's “Fairy Hillw.

Jennie Re2d attended churech thiis morning, She has fallen
away considsrably, but seems cheerful, Mrs, Weiand was also
prasent, being the first time in many weeks, owing to illness
to harself and her sister, Rlizabeth, Thes latter intended
to go but the weather bheing raw and threatening she was
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afraid to go, Well, thie old church is in line with othars
now in using the individual communion cups, It seem=d strange

. not to see z;e 0old silver pitcher and goblets on the
Communion tanle, The new trays remind me of griddle cake
holders, The small glass receptacles( they cannot correctly
be eall=d cups) are all right, but they show the color of
the grape juice which has been substituted for the wine so
long used, 8inger is a 1littles better today out still confined
to his home, I fear that much of his troubvle is caused by
hig lack of care in what he eats and I often think that his
trouble is as much due to his stomach as to his heart, I
knew and infidel who lived to be 84 years old and then died
through grieving for hisndeceased wife, He claimed that thera
was no such thing as heart dise=se; that mpost bf not all the
desaths sttributed by the doctors to that ailment were caused
by imposing upon the stomach, Dr, Seasholes preached this
morning from the 36th chpater of RBxodus; of the people, men
and women, giving joyfully %o log=2s material for building the
tabarnacle, The sermon was preached with a view of getting the
people of the church to pay off an indebtedness of $2100
and to provile 5900 for neaded repairs, Thes amount({$3000)
to e raised in two years, Subscription cards were distributed
one of which I enclose, that you may see it, I have baen
swnooned to attend court tomorrow morning as a juror, I shall
try to get excused from serving and think 7 shall succeed,
Thinking that I might have to serve I telephoned the Chironicle

. on Friday to send m=2 an exira copy, so you will get yours

. a8 day earlier than usual this week, Hoping you are in good
health and that the treatment you are receiving may cure
your arm, I 8m sincsrely

R' R - SHRONK-

May 9th 1915
Dzar James,

The week want oy without my having any word from
you, Naturally I an wondering whether your arm has been the
cause, This is but following out a freak of one's nature in
always imagining the worst instesd of the better and to ny
mind has always been a strong argument in favor of God, Ignor-
ance alweys com2s before knowledge and w=2eds do not have to
¥e cultivated, Born in sin one is & simner, and how =asy it is
to do the wrong.mxtexdt Bnough of such preadhing, I shall set
doubt asid=e and conclude you are well and rejoice in the facq{
that your name was not included among the passengers of the
Lusitania, whichh the devil by the aid of the German slaughterers
blaw up. Genaral Sharman used to say "War is Helll" Were he
alive today I think he wauld add the word of damnation to
hie definition, I hope you had no friends on the ill-fated
vessel, I had the satisfaction during the past week of having
the long-vexing question "Why the 88th Regiment's encampnent
at the FPalls was called Camp Stokley, setitled, Captain

. Sylvester H, Martin, of Brie, Pa., president of the Regiment's
Survivor's Association, told me the camp was nam<d after
Villiam 5, sStokley, by Colonel lfeLean, through the close
friendship that existsd between the two men, He also told me
that Mr, Stokley frequently visted the encampment and that it
was through him that the Robeson meadow was sacured, So the
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camp was npamed after ur, Stoklay and not after jmyor
Stokley, a position he did not enter upon until January lst of
1872, 1 sent you one of the subseription cards issued by the
church in my last letter simply that you might see it and
not for you to use, Dr, Seesholes read a naunvder of sube-
geriptions this morning among them was one of $300 by the
Sunday School; several of $8B6 each Trom individuals not
mentioned, Binkin resd a letter from Palls of Schuylkill Iodge
of 0dd Pellows thanking the church for thie fine service last
Sunday evening in celebration of the 96th anniversary of the
order, and donating $§5 to the improvement fund, This is
"}io thers! pay" and Dr, S=asholes preach=2d a splendid sermon
on "“The pld-Fashion=d Nothern, 1 wiszsh you could have h=ard it.
Ee was glven a leave of absence for a three-monthe lecturing
tour on Wednesday night; he to supply the puloit with ministers
during June and July; the chureh to securs preachers for
August, I do not wh=n he will start; from his remarks this
morning he exp=cts to De hers on the s2cond sunday in June to
give certifiestes to those received into the church during the
pact year, Singsr attended services this morning, but said he
was feeling very weak, Mrs, Weland was also out tuis morning
but her eister did not feel equal to the journsy, I learn tust
the church will have to gpend considerabls monsy in inmproving
and repairing the sexton's house, As has always happened I
suppose the whole purpose under taken will o= accomplished, Hopbng
4Oou are well, I am singerely yours,

R. R. sghronk,
P.S. I had no trouble getting excused from jury duty., RRS

May 1l6th 19156

Desr James,

Ien't thie s dark disagrs=able Sunday? Almosi
enough to Till one's mind with gloom, Here 1in Tiogs & fire in
the cellar-furnace makes the house comfortable, It was so dark
in church this morning that the lights had to b= turned on so
that the smsall congrsegation could se=s the hymns to sing, Tharough
an arrangmant with the City Mission gsociety, Baptist pastors
exchanged pulpits this morning, Dr. Seasholes pr=ached in
FPairhill Church, IL=shigh avenus below 8ixth street, while the
Rev, Frank Farlsy, of Trinity church, preached in our church.
e gave us an =2arnsst sermon on "Contending for Th2 Faith»
once delivered unto the Saints, keeping us in until almost
12.304. I ¢é0 not know whnat or how the City Mission has autnority
to arrange for an exchange of pulpilts, To me it doaesn't s=<enm
Baptistie, but then, why should I kick about it, There are a
good many things done in the denomination which years ago would
not be tolsrated, One thing about the execlhiange it give the
echurches @ chance to hear different preachers, and saves the
pasto;s the trouble of preparing an extra sermon for the
occaelion, We have the Permanent Advisory Qouncil of Baptist
Chusches of Philsdelpnia and vieinity, which examines all
eandidates for ordination to the ministry and considers the
establishing of new churches, While T am a member of the
Council, with John Roy, representing our church, T have no
idea how the Council was brought about, It used to be, as
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you are aware that any clhiurceh having a member tc be ordained
asked at least nine churches to send pastors and delegates
to form a couneil; the same rule prevailed wh=sn a new church
was to be constituted, or had any grievances to settle, Pperhaps
the present mode is one of progress, It, however, iupresses ne
as being a little too much like the presbyterians, I attended
a meeting of the Presbytery of Philadelplia North, on Tuesday
afternoon in the ®alls of Scanuylkill church. ABide from a
little wrangle over tne rsport of the Committes on Temperance
thie precedding was rather cold, In the evening special exer-
cisec were held in the unveiling of a hronze tablet in memory
of our friiend, Dr, Jossph Beggs, The inscription reads:
Joseph Beggs, D.D., L. L.D. 8tat=d supply November 7th 1856 to
April 29th 1859, Pastor, April 29th 18569 to April 17ih 1894y
Pastor Emsritms, April 17th, 1894 to April 14th 1899, He reste
from his labors and his works do Tollow himn".

I did not get to the evening sarvice but I suppoese IY.
Reggst! life and works were lauded by the speakers, Tnat church
hag a very fine and able pastor, the Rev, Samuel W, Steckels.
I remember a talk T had with Dr, Beggs a shori time before he
became pastor smeritus, I lived in manayUnk at the time, and
while walking along the river to the ®alls, a tramp I always
enjoyed, I found him sitting on a log on tlie top of an enbank-
ment. I ask=d him if he was meditating on a sermon for the
following Sunday., Pointing to a little boy fishing in the
river, he replied, "No, I'm watching that fisherman®. He
askz2d whethsr I was in a hurry and on learning I was not, he
reschad into his po~ket and took out two fine cigars and aksed
me to sit down and join him in & suoke, He had recently returned
from a trip abroad in whichh he spent some time with friends in
Ireland, and a short time in Rome, Adjoining the place where ne
was stopping in Ireland was a {in2 estats, owned by a catiholic.
The latter had arrang=sd for a large garden party to which Dr,
Begzgs was Exkkm® invited, Th=s day before the parlky was to Dde
held, thie owner of th=2 property called and asked Dr, Beags if
he would fe=1 offend=d were the invitation to the party withdrawn
giving as a reason that his brother, a priest, had unexpectedly
come to his house, and that it would naver do to unave a
Catlhiolic priest and a Presbyterian minister to meet at a party.
Dr., Begpe told him of the happy relations priests and ministers
have in America, and that he would accept no withdrawal of the
invitation, assuring him that there would b2 no fignt. He went
to the party, met the priest, and found him very agreeable, They
atrolled together over the large lawn, while the priest questioned
Him about the Unitad states, Upon lesrning that Dr., Beggs had
just returned from Rome, th2 prisest agked him if he hzd ever
been there before, and on learning h=2 had, asked, *Did you find
any diffsrence in our people, the priests? mdn't you find
them much cleaner in app=2arance?®n@n saying he had observed
the change, the priest went on to say, "It is 2ll owing to the
ragtrictions put on them in the use of tobacco. "Wy Tt used to
be that anytime a priest wanted to smoke h= would simply g0
to the tobbaco itrsz2, pull off aB many eélgars as he wanted and
smoked themi® Dr, Begigs sald this was too much for him, 8o
he asked the priest if he had 2ver seen a tobbaso tree, and
then explained that tobbaco was a plant and not a tree, and that
cigars wer2 mede bu rolling the cur=ad tobbaco leaves, That was
news to the priest, "It is a great thing to have lesarning, I
always thought cigars were the fruit of a tobacco tree," when
agked if he didn't read, he replied, wgh, yes, I'm reading all
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the time, but only r=2ad4 church books," A
tiresome to you, but as 1 have littla esl
today, I thoughtit mignt psrh=zps interest
well, and have besn relievad of the pain i
gincsrely yours,

11 this may prove

2 to write about
you, Hoping you are
n your arm, I an

A. R. SHRONK.

yay 23rd 1915
De2ar James,

1 was very much pleased in recelving a letter fron
you on Wednesday aftsrnoon, but just as sorry in learning of
your etill being trouvlsd with your good right arm. Your commelmts
on Dr, Joseph Beggs meet with my approval, H= was more of a
pastor than a preacher and doubtless obtained his D, D. and
L. L.D. honors like many otnsrs Lave done, from small collages
for certain considerations. I remember well the union m2eting
he and, T think it was Rev, Wesley Best, the jfethodist, held
trying to stop Rev. Judsonxmx (lark's suceess, On ons of the
occasions Reggs declared that were he to immerse the candidates
he would use a serubdbing brush to clean their filthy bodies, The
statement greatly displeased my Uncls William ghronk, a leading
Methodist, and Sanuel Birkmire, a Presbyterian, (father of
John H. Rirkmire who had married my cousin Jary Ann shronky and
both of whom had be=sn baptized,) Rev. Andrew Culver, who was
pastor of the Presbyteriar Chureh in Janayunk, when we were
youths, alwaye claimed that 3eggs had stolen the Falls Church
from him, saying that he has originated the movement atf the
Talls, Poor old wather Cullen, I met him I think it was in
1885 at the FTalls, Be and peter Jjjorris were standing on the
cornar of Ridge avenue and what was then g8pencsr sireet, Jforris
called me from the opposi te side of the avenue mx® to comne over
to him, As I did so hie asked me if I knsw the man he was talking
with, I knew him at once and he look=d better than I had ever
before seen him look, He told me that he had mst with the worst
ealamity that could Jappen to @ mortal, saying, "One day while
ministering before ths altar, my memory suddenly failesd me and
I could remmmber nothing, all my learning of whichh I had reason
to be proud, departed and I did not know my own name or any
psrson, I have by hard effort picked up a little l=arning and
am able to again say Mase, I am also getting acquainted with
persong I once knew," he told me he was stationed in New
Jersey, but xx I do not remember what part of the gtate , Not a
gretwhile later I heard he had gone to Chicago and the lasti
T heard of him was of his having been knocked down and run
over by a heavy truck whils crossing one of the streets, and
of his being taken to the hospital suffering from whzt were
tiiought to be fatall injuries. His nephew, Rev, John Cox, who
made the Tirst altar for gt, Bridget's churech, was drowned Dby
the capeizing of a boat on the lower Delaware, I wish we Baptists
lhad more Roardmans, Waylands, and Spurgeons. In this advanced
age there is too much trying to mix oil and water in the form
of inter-church federations and soecial unions, Qur church, as
you are ware, never prospered more than when fthe other denomine
ations tried to stop ts progress, Perhaps the time mmay come
again, when "the faith once forever delivered unto the saints
will be contended for sarnsstly.n

Did you see the pkenomenwa in the sky on Thursduy merning,



eonsieting of three beautiful cirecles surrounding the sun? I am
one of the unfortiunatas who knew notihing about it until it

was past, It was caused by the sun'g rays falling upon the
moletened atmosphere which had b2en froz=n by 2 cold strata of
air, the icy paryicles showing all the colors of the rainbow.
There has be2n a good d=al of comment on the strangs sight, also
a great desl of guesssing as to it meaning, Some c¢laim that it
predicts war, while othars hold that it was one of thes signs of
thie heavens which are to appear before the coming of the Iord.
Dr, Beasholes' sermon this morning was on the subject and

based on the ext:"Rev, 4-3" n"and there was & rainbow round
about the throne®, It was a highly interesting sermon, in
deseribi ng the rainbow, but gave no real reason who the circles
appeared, It wes muchh liks Theodore Tilton's famous lecture

on "Tha Problem of Iifew, whieh I listened to him deliver in
the Academy of jusizs 39 y=ars ago, It was one of the most
2loquent leectures T have ever hasrd and was dramgtiecally
delivered, He told what was the not tlhie problem of 1life, Dbut
left his hearsrs to guess just what 1t was What a rzlief

the wea ther is here today after a week of chilly dampness, Mrs.
Weiand abfiended churech this morning but her sister Blizabeth
does not seem to gather any strength, I fezr she nurses her
allmente too mueh and grieves over whati slie does not have to
anjoy and bacome discouraged, gh= forgets that psrsons who
have lived 84 years do not recupsrate as rezdily as when they
were younger, Dr, Seasioles announcad this morning that there
will be a mortgage-burning in cognnection with this eveningts
gervice, $100 has been paid on the mortguge held by the Jzanayunk
Trust Company by money collecte! at the Wednesday evening
service, and I suppose a paper reprasrniing that amount will

be burnsd, He urged %he differant orgunizations to bring in
their contridbutions so that similar burnings may b= made weekly
until the debt is wiped out, I am glad you =2njoy the litile
historic sketches of the Palls, The subject diiough interesting
hag bean pretty thoroughly threshed out and it is getting
difficult to find something new to write about, Hoping this
will find you in good health, with your good right arm relieved
of ite pain, I am sincerely

R. R. BHRONK.

wey 30th 1915
Dear James,

I was much pleased in having your letter at my
breekfust table yesterday morning and glad to lsarn that your
arm is & little better, iay tiie improvement continue until all
that ie l=ft of the pain will be the mempry thereof, As to the
attack offi pr, Spencer, I think it was exaggerated, I have not
geen him for guite a wnile, Dr, Seasholee told me on Wednesday
evening that he thougat the affair was "played up" by the
reporter, that Dr, Sp=ncer had told him about it some weeks ago
when h= said the man roughly pushed him, That the affair was
kept a secret so long looks rather que=sr to me as gSpencer likes
publicity, I am sorry to learn of thsre being troudle in his
¢hurell . I was undier the impréssion that everytiing was peace
and narmony with him and his people. When he was callzd to the
pasborate and had ascepted thie call I happ=sn=d Lo be przsent
at the Friday evening prayer meeting and congratulatsd the
giurell on its choice and told them that T believed Dr. Spencer
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would be the Joshua to l2ad them out of the wilderness of
discont ent, over the Joradan of reconciliation into the

Canaan of Christian love and unity, pr, Spencer is not as
staunch Tor Baptist doctrine as h= once was, He has what T call
"the courtesy fevern, and beliaves in dismissing with letter,
members to noneBaptist dhucches, T had & tilt with him sometime
820 in the Permsnent Counecil, whenthe candidate, a former

Met] dist minister, was recommended to be ordained to the
pastorate of Passyunk Baptist Church, gpencer offered written
resolutions recognizing his previous ordination and to meraly
ingtall him as pastor of the church., Th:s man was regularly :
ordained as a Baptist minister, I did not write tae Ri ttenhouse
articls you mentioned, I believe it came from a germantown
reporisr on the Record, Jokn Joianson was relatesd to the
Ritdenhouse family on his mother's side (his lother marri=d a
Rittenhouse) I think, You mention=d writing pzoer given you by
our old friend, Horatio Gates Jones, }= had & history of the
paper mill, written on papsr from the first paper mill of
Wigard Levering on2 of his maternal ancestors, It, with all

his othar records, save his autographad history of Roxvorough,
is buried in the Pannsylvania Historical gSociety. Th2 autographed
history is in 1y posssssion, He gave it to me a short time before
he was taken sick, so that § might write an article on Roxborough
for The Iedger, Poor old Horatio, Everybody thought lie was

rich, while he was aluost @ws poor &s @ caurcli mouse, I always
liked to get in conwersation with him, How he prated asbout the
Welshh Society, I told him one time that I thought I would g=t
hinm to propose me for membership, when e said, "A @2rman

ghronk & member of Welsh Soeciety? Impossiblel® I then asked
him about the Robsrts', at which he wantsd to propose me rigut
away, After considering the matter I conecluded not to join the
organization and I guess I am as well off, as if I had become a
mamber, Were I a (Qatholiec I would b= considerel a good voy

today s I attended two church services, Dr., Seacsholes preached
a patriotic sermon based on the separating of Abraham and Iot, ~
uging that ass a comparison to the separating of Parragut and
Albert Sydney Jounson, the former going inte the Union Army

from Norfolk, Virginia, while Jolhmson, & Texan, went froum
California,to join the Confederate Army, Farragut died from a
cold air fiend raising a window in a railroad train, Johnson
died from a wound received in tlie battle of chiloh, He told

xx his surzeon to attened to Wounda2d Union prisoners, This,

Dr, Teashioles asserted, was giving his 1ife for others and
comparad him to "The Man of Gallilee who gave His IiTe for

the saving of ths World". for some cause, which I do not know,
the choir was abesent so thers was no anthem vefore thes sermon,
coneequantly church was out at 11.35. 1 then walk=zd up to

Grace Reformed mpiscopal 2.urech, whers the pastor, Rev, Walter
T, Oakford, hae started his patriotiec sermon whiech he preachsd
for Meade Post Wo. 1 @G. A. R, of which there was a good repre-
sentation present., mis father, Isaac R, Oakford, is commandering
the Post, whica aceounts for their going so far to atiend a
memorial service for the 21 comrades who had died during the

year ending today, I was introducad after the servdice to a
the entrance to

comrade of the Post namad Yahn, as we stood at &
tha chureh on Ridge avsnue, He told 2
stirrad up many recollactions iy his wmind,
ghantz' old howme,

that coming to the churkh
and pointing to
said, %I was in that house the day the n=ws
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came of tha firing on Port sumter ., " He is a cousin of

Amelia Yahn, who frequently visited Joseph Shantz, HI= said hs
remembared ths shronks, of thair living in a 1little whit=-paint=4
house standing back from ths avenue, e did not know me, but
said he was well acquaint=d with my brother, Qwen, I went to
the latter service $hinking you might have com2 over from New
York %0 attend the ser#ice., I c¢ame home with Ccolonesl Robert
gox, a member of the Post, wio residas with hnis daughter on
Ontario street balow my home, He buriad his wife a y=ar ago in
April, after they hadlivaed together for 62 years, Ed win ginger
attanded chureh this morning. He looks weak and said h2 was

not gadning strength very rapidly, I am afraid he will never
get rid of his heart trouble till it overcomss him, He are
having another gloom-inspiring cold, rainy and disagraeabvle
day, with 1i ttle prospects of a clear sky for tomawrow for the
now-nged vetarans of the Civil war to observe their sacrad
custom of decorating the gravas of their desart-d comrades.
Mzade post , T underatdnd, has given up holding memorial servies
in laural Nill, holding them instead in the post hzadguarters.
Ths radies!' Aid will hold a strawbsrry festival on Friday
¥¥ening on the lawn fronting on lidvals avenue, if the Mtk
wea thar permits, and in the church should the wea ther be un-
favorable, Hoping this will find ypu well with your good right
arm kaeping up to improvement, T am sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRORK.

June 6th 1915
Dear James,

It is 8 good thing when one runs put of a certain
kind of papar to have another kind to wite on, s0 I use this
large shaet today rather than to search for bie kind I Zensrally
use, and which the girls koep a supply, It is a good thing
also to havae some one to keep up a stock of saper and z2nvelopes.
1 eannot ramember whlhn writing cost m= anything except the
postage, So you ses I am lucky, or fortunate. This kind only
costs the trouble of earrying it homa, and I use it chi={ly
for official eorresponiesncz, T fully agres with you regarding
tha chronicle's lack of old time editorials, which the founder,
James Milligan used to write, His was a goftad p=n and he had
the happy faculty of getting iinto the atmoaphere of cornect
reporting, I always admired him and when he passed away I felt
It was always a pleasmure to sit in his little offige and con-
verse with him, He was inde=d a s@fff-ma i= man, having had but
little sechooling, His fTathar, a textils op=rator, taught hin
and others of the family to r=ad and write at night, I remember
on2 oceasion when T m2t pProfessor Vodges, in 1uilligan's office,
and while Milligan was temporarily avsent, of the Professor
gaying, "ir, Milligan is th2 ablest logician T have =2ver known",
By the way, it will be 38 y=2ars this sumer sgince I began writing
tha Palls n2ws for th= ghronicle., puring all the yzars I have
naver missed supplying a eingle issue of the pap=2r with a lette.
Once, while suffering from anm injured hand I was obliged to
dictate to my daughter, ®Wlizabath gtorgy, That, I think,is
qui te a record, is it not? In your letésr you alluded to a
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b feakdown which Mark watkinson suffered b2for: coming to the
Falls, I do not remsmber evar having heard avout it, He was,

by all odds, the gr=satsst preacher that 2ver occupi=d ths Falls
pulpit and 1| havs always f21t that had h=2 marriac jargaret
Morison he might have remainad there till ealled to Heaven, DO
you remember the larg= 8iole the women of the churei gave him
bafore he left? Whil=s in Norfolk 12 lost the Bible with other
goods, I think through confiscation, Years afterward, while
pastor of a echureh in camdsn, N.J. he received a latter from

a Southern woman asking i7 he were the Rev, lfark R, Watkinson
to whom the women of the malls of schiuylkill Baptist church
had pr=sented a Bible, gsh2 told him of buying th= sible at a
second-hand book stors and on reading the inscription engravad
upon thne clasp coucluded it possible to return it to the original
owner, He wrobte her that ne was the person, and a shocrt time
dater recived the 8ible by =xpress, He told me how glad he was
to recéive this much-valuesd gift from ths dear people of ths
walls, T have often wondered what became of the Bible after

lLe passed away, Had he compli-d with the wishss of my father
and other men :f the= Falls he would have startad an independent
chiureh in the 0ld Acadeny building, I remember the talks they
had after he had left the church, but they could not persuade
him into sueh a schems, The dear old ehurch completes its 77th
yasr today, T made a brief mention of the faet at the cormunion
servige, and Dr, Seasholes suggested that we hold an annivsrsary
gsarvice on vedn2sdsy evening, As I sit in the church and look
at the pews I can s22 than occupied dy those who once consiituted
tha songregation, most of whom are now beyond the troubles and
eares of this 1ifs. Perhaps I am gehting aged, Tor do as I may,
the grand and good old past occupies much of my attention, Therse
ars 30 many things and parsons in the past whieh I would be
sorry to forget, and some which I often wish I could cease
remembering. Mrs, Stidham and her eughtsr, Edpa, wers pregent
at this mornibgs's service, Both are looking well, ¥¥s, Weiand
was also out, her sister ®lizabstli was able to go, but thie
weather s2amsd threataning and she was afraid to take %the trip.
Tha Sunday School bzgan its swamer morning ssssion today as

tha churech serbize does not begin till 10.45. The James 3,
gwarttz Bible class continues to rnaeet in the afternoon. Y$ 18

to have a regeption on Tussday evening, to whuech, jyou have

baan invited, according to a statement mads by Di. sSeasholes.
He will leaw%=s in the middle of the month on a l2cturing tour,
and maybe will be absent tarae nonths, He will supply the
pulpit all the tim= hs is away save tae month of August, The .
Biole 0lass, Roy informsd me on Thursday night, when he and I
attended a meeting of the Permanent Advisory Council, in the
wirst churech, will adjourn until Dr, Seasholas! raturn, pid you
know that neorgs Test 3laks, of ths Roxborough church,died
suddenly on Thum®sday of a hamorrhage, and was buried y=starday
aftarnoon? ©Dr. 3ordon, who is supplying the Roxborough churech,
sonducted the servicas, and was assista2d by Dr. Spancer, who
baptiz-d Blake 42 years ago, I had kKnown him for many y=ars

and always had a warm regard for him, T did not get to the
funaral. Tt already ssems natural to use the individual 2ouaun ion
cup, but T eannot h2lp dut wonder what sons of the old-time
menbers would think of the change, Instead of winse thhe church
ugses grape juice, which com2s under the nfruit of the vinern,
but parsonally I would prefer what used to be erroneously
eallsd "unfermentad® a thing that cannot 2xist for wine %?

not wine until after fermentation, although lesrnzd men differ
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on this subjeect, Hopinz this will find you well, with your
good right arm greatly isproved, I am, sincerely yours,

- e .

June 13th 19156
Dear James,

Do you ramanber andrew Gilmore? He was a granason
of Robert Xvans, who k2pt the Tountain Park Jotel when you
came to the Talls, "Andy" w2 callad him, was a brigat fellow
and T often think would have b2en a good boy had it not b22n
for his surroundings. Had h2 lived ha would have been 72 y=ars
0ld today. H2 ba2cam= a probationar in the wethodist Church when
about 15 years old, but his wele, Jos Bvans, devilad him 80
that he did not hold out the required six months, Uy first
tasts of champagn2 was through Andy. On2 day he saw his Unecle
Joe carry a basket of the wine and hide it in the cow stable,
Andy hid it in another place and every onc2 in a while would
z0 and take out a couple of bottles, He had no cork screw,
but broke thie necks off the bottlas by st2hkking them against
s tones, Many of the bottles eplit lenghtwise and all the
wine f211 on tne ground, On2 of those I saw broken broke in
half and about fTour of us got a little sip, since then I have
tagted that gradaz of wine three times, but never drank more than
a full glass altogether, Writing the date to his latter sut
ths above in my mmind, T am sending you a"Mosegay" articl= whiceh
T wrote and which was published in last Saturday's Record,
thinking it might prove interesting to you, The reception,
or entertainnent of the James 8, swartz =Bibls Class, on Tuesday,
was a splendid success, T was prasent a 1i ttl= whil=s but on
laarning what was to come O saw it would be imnossivle for me
to stay tds thare was enough on ihe programe Lo last till
naarly midnight, I went to the churen thinking to sign the
esrtificates Dr. Seasholas gace this morning to those recently
received into tha chursh, I sign=2d them in his home bafore
gsartbagback hom=. The lectur2 room , with tae Jong tables,
looked 1lik= an old-time sunday Sehool New Years's turkaey
fostival., Wonder how they came to drop tacse old festivals?
How the good woman used to work, I remambar the occasion when
through ¥r. Chesshire's suggestion they added oyster pies with
the menu, John Green, Harry Pretty, Joe Walker and I put the
tables together that day, As we finished the work Mr, Clhesshire
came in and sniffing thas pies said he would like %o hav=s a
pisce, I went into the room where tliey wsre being baked and
geeing a row set on a tabla to cool, told JAunt Hannah Scott
and “re. ILesh T thought w2 ought to have one for putting up the
tables, Margaret Worison odj2cted, irs, Lesh nodded for me to
tak> one, I put a knife and four forks in my pockat, gathered
up thr-e plates, pickad up one of the pies while pargarei's
back was turnad, stuek the plates and pie under my coat and
made for tha upper room, followed by the rest, I cut the pie
into quarters and handed each of the four a part, ur. chagshire
wantad to kXnow what-I was going to do for my place, I told him
waiters didn't eut with tiie guasts, and That I had no tasts
for oysters in anyway they could b2 served., I never learn=zd
whethsr Margaret misssd that particular pie or not, I do know
the four men enjoy=zd it. Do you renembar mmma Highley, whose




mo ther In1:d charg=s of the walls Station on the Norristown o
Railread for many years? She was marri=d to a man named
Briester, wno conducted a bakery at Tenth and gpring carden
gstreets, She was buried on Wednssday and I believe died a

week ago today, with her sister nlanchs and brothar George B,
Meclellan Wighley, she was a member of the Lehigh Avenue
Raptist churech, I met here there on several occasions and
always found her plesaszant and entertaining and mang-=d to retain
har beauty, I did not know of her death until Uretta Johnson
t0ld me on Wednesday vening of her having b22en buried that

day. Your highly intsresting letter cams in time yestarday

for my bresakfast table, I never had hsard the account xtrymuk
you gave MaxkxuynWakiinzax of iark R, watkinson, I have always
undarstood he died of starvation through losing his mind, I was
gl=d to learn of you buying the books jyou mentioned, It is
quite time y.u went to som=2 exp=nse for your own pl2asure, and
T hope you may live dpnz to enjoy taem, I have many books

at my command though most of them belong to my daughters,

Owing to the trouble with my eyes I havs read Very littl=s of
late. What little I do is 9y the aid of a magnifying Zlass, 1
am using drops moring and night for my eyes and at the end of
this month T expact to pay another visit t mu oculist, and

if he cannot halp . I will try somaone 21se, I see thatl
william Jemnings Bryan is going to indulge in a rest . while

I have no great love Tor his polities I have always thought he
was the brains of ths Administration at washington, Ministers
axhort the people to pray for th=2 govermment, May the Iord use
the weak and ignorant to confound the strong and use until the
and of the present term, I believe in praysr bub I do not
balieve in diectating to od, His purposes ars wise and wbll be
agcomplished., If thare is anything I fa2l profoundly thankful
for in this crisis, if it be a erisis, is that God Treigns,

Dr. Seasholes l=avss on the 8 o'clock Lrain tonight for his
three months lecturing tour through the west, 80 we will have
the pleasure of listening to otaer nreachars, if 1t can be c¢alled
a pl=2asure, I oftam think that hearing othars l=ads to a Dbetter
appreciation of the pastor, if he is wath appraaiating, 1 shall
mail this as usual from the genaral postoffice this 2vening and
hope you will receive it Dbefore leaving for Iewistown, May Jyou
a1ls0 have a plaasant trip, Miss ili abeth veltz got ovar to
shureh this morning for the first tim2 ip mon tha, Her siater
accompaniad her, W2 have had anofhner hot and sul try day and

it now looks as if we will hava a thundar storm, Hoping this
will find you well, as it l=avas me, I am sine=rely yours,

l« R BHROTK.
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Jan 1lst 1916
Drar Jam=s, Rtc

===T have 8 dim recoll=ction of you and ur,

gnyder making survey along the gehuylkill along our old
shore and otlier points, I never pass the Stone mridge witiaout
admiring i's beauty, or rac: 711”5 your fatherxx who 7 think
was one of the noblest men I have ever known; A man wlio =2very
man euploy=d4 by nim had nothing out good to say, I have always
wonder=d how e kept us such a close 1”1:1 iship with jJgoiin
ginkin who wag just about the oppisite in his general disposigion.

_____ My aunt, Jane I, Roberts wunnnll, was buried
yestarday froa the homs of her son and only ehild, Percival
R, Hanaell, 415 ‘artin street, ROxXborough, She died on jfonday
after several years illness in her 84 year, he was the last
of her gensration and unless Unele Billy Roberts' wife Aundt
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Maud is living, was the last aunt T had, she was married to
Jesse Hansell, by Dr, stidhnam in 1869, in the home of John
yajor, th= ell of Hugh Scott's old mansion orn Ridge avenus
ve2low Qu=en lane, next to where )orison's grocery stoody the
house in which 1 first saw the light of day, I, alone ol her
n’pﬁﬂﬂ- was present at the wedding and actad as vest man, while
Mrs, Major, the only witness was matron of honor, After tne
caremony was concluded T stepped up and kissed the briﬂﬂ hewl
Wasn't my uncl: eross; he almost cursed me, and vowed hs would
follow me to galifornia to get even if ha knew I was to Dbe
marrisd, He died Janaary 27th 1884 in his 84th year, while
old enough %o have bz2en her father he made her a good husband
and laft her well provided for, lzaving her the house on partin
street and the intersst on th= balance of his estate, lis
children of his first marriage had to wait for theaif share
a8 thsy were to g2t nothing until after her death.

RR S

Jamuaryl8th 1916

PDear James, Hte.,

-=-==Dr, B3eashplag annpunced ths topic
for discussion by th= fens' Bible (Class in th=z afternoon would
be m"pefonceless Americavw, T wondered whathere ha would refer
to "wa tehful waiting" wilson who 1» my estimation is about
the most defanceless thing this country has, There is a
growing t .1k for Roosevelt (Theodore) who I think would have
had the uexican troubhles settlad long ajze had bzen Presi dent.
Wilson announced h=s would not allow the rexiczan bandits to
draw him into war,

Jan., 22nd 1916

Dear Jam=s Nte,

-—-=Wnat have tie jew
to poor wateliful waiting wilson? I g2e Dy yesterday's
papers that thie poor mant's porbtrait shown on the serszen was
hooted, Will not such treatmant make the poor man fae2l bilious?
I do not krow whethar Dr. Seasholes resd the article or not,
but ne prays=sd most fervently for the President this morning,
From the way things looks Roosevalt is going to be a big factor
in this year's Presi iential campiagn, vhile there is som2taing
about Pim I do not like T would ratiier have him back in the
position that to have Wilson re-2l2cted, (Any kind of a

1

Republican rather than a pemocrat, eh Ailats)

ork brokers bean doing

R. R. 5.

Jan 29th 4916

ane Y passed along what we

---Walking up Qu=ze: 3
ered th= entrance T began
20t

M

T [ &

all Abbo tt's rozd, As I ent
the devagtation tims and negl
n

3 hzs wrought, The once
well Jent wall has crumbled; ths fe

23 along =2ither side are

nearly all down, the trees dying or dead, The little octagonal
building ovar bne ine house is roofless, The mangion which
used 5o be kept so prim and meat looks desertzd, I did not go
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n2ar 2nouzh to s=e whether it is occupi=d or not, but judge it
is not, The barn is dilapidated, while the granmary in which
Join Hoy lived so iany years looks as though a bomb had be2an

iropped upon it from a german airship, Theroof is off and the
253t end has either fallen out or brrn ftorn away, A zZlance

at the once beautiful garden in which thése oldétime choice
Ffrq"ae;rlaq which the Raptist tinisters' Conference used to

hi u
njoy at the Juna ﬂa°*l“§, only addad to my sadness. I trudged
around the south side of Qu=en lane ressrvoir over a miserably
J from which 2ntrance ig had to James Tobsonts and :

hard's houses, All,tiiat is left of Dr, ®Wvans old home
he charr=4 walls with one pair of window shutters and the
door on the south side intact., When T lookdd in the ruin T
thought what a good thing it was for our dear old friend tae
Doctor that he was in his grave bafore tha plac=, with that of
Abbptt's, was wrecked,

---= A8 I used to walk along Ridge avenue througi
tihhe Mallg whieh 1 reached about five o'eloeck, for many mornings
Ut goreed or BavENUs woulfs J9 (Tlled wied eorfimgs of Qaduullos
on their way to early ssrvice at st, Bridget's church, where
a mission was beivg held, That was the time when Horace puith
cireulatsd the report thatt some of the Irish carri=4 or wheeled
their cook stoves to be blessed, Was it not a wonder li2 never
got his head broke by the way he usad to talk about the Trish?
I went to his hnouse when he lived in Queen IAane, one morning
to have him extract a tooth, when he told me he had lost a
customer just befors I got there; that mre, Bennett had eallad
to hav2 a tooth »ulled and that when he said Yo her ®all rigiht,
zet into the chir, I nearly killed a negro awhile ago and
perhaps I e¢an kill an Trish woman," @Sh=2, he said, was so
frightenad she ran from the houss,

web, lst 1916
Dear James, ate

S0 you praceded me in viewing the wreck at
Abbo tteford., As to thes 225,000 mortgage which griffith thought
to have annullad, T 40 not krow whather he ever took any
action but I do know that charlsy sorber was very much con-
gcernedi at one time avout somz2 l=2gal proceedings on the ground
of lirs. Abbott not veing comzpetent, liow it ended I do not
know, Smith's plsce is now known as Plush 1ill, preasumably
from Dobson's Plush 11ills being so near, The house is occupi=d
by a number of families, but I do not think they are I84lians.
Poor Sam Abbott, what a pity Dr. Bvans did not put his money
ip trust for him, T was told that when sSam went over %o
clifton HMeights to visw a house that could b2 bought for 312,000
he was greatly pla2ased with the property snd asksd ta= agant
if he would take 315,000 for it, I have not seen hii for some
time,

reb, 1l2th 1916

Dear Jameg, Ntc ete
Dr, Seasholaes several we2ks ago at

ct
b=t
&
D




Wednasday evening meeting svoke oF the value of Preparedness,

and of the President going about advocating it, He tlien askad

me what the feeling was at the malls prior to the breaking out
=

wd d -
o &
oT GTh

civil war, whisch we used to call Tha rebellion, I told
him that the gensral fesling was that war could mxxix be

LS

and even up to the firing upon Fori sumber, 1 also told that
I thought wilson(s chaief objsct was to be re-zlscted, I nmay
b2 ui-til n out I think the country dould get along better
with Roose 2ve 1t at the helm than it is with the grinning
schuol t2acher who smiless like & willsgme, willing and aged
maiden ever y times h=2 nas his photograpl tak=n, Pechaps e is
fond of his taseth,

averted until aftsr the sSouth=rn Stabtz2s had at tempted o secede

Teb, 19th 1916

In think nz of John Dobson I am reminded of two
talks I had with him, Oon= was about the time Jr. Chesshire
12Tt the malls, whan he said, "Mr. Chesshire is a nice old

man, but he has two damn bad sons, They d4id m=2 up, ovut do
not think so muech of myself as I do of Dr, Uhlar and gwatz", he
not using the sound of ths "rf in your name, “he othey vss

gsoon after ke had bought the smith proparty, I was standing in
front of my store one morning; Dobson cam2 along and asked me
to walk down the avanu= with him.Wh2n we reachzsd the gmnith
proparty front he told me he had bought the propsri; for
322,000; that he had sold the upper part to Alexander Krail
and Matthew weCullough for $10,000; while Dr, Uhler took the
house and central part for 212,000, leaving the Ridge avsanue
front cleam, and whiceh e offer=d to seg&l to me for {$10,000.
He urged me to take it saying he would pay 8ll expenses sO
that T would have notjjing out thne interast to pay and that I
couli get more than $10,000 worth of building stone out of the
property, and then sell it for building lots, Having the store
on my hands and my m=ans exhausted 1 was afrald to assume the

obligation and refusad ths o ffer, He took more than the amount
nam=d of stonz out of the quarriess and then built houses on
the site, I have thought tihat was the one tiine when gpportinity

¢ame to my door without lstting it in, pBut why worry now?

i

BR. R. Shronk
pyarch 4th 1916

Dear James, Rie.,

I just arrivad from the ™alls whaere I inspected
tha new bank and hsd a r=d earnation stuek in the buttonhble of
my overcoat, The q1artar3, in th= uppar store of Qdd w»ellows
Halla, looks somewhat all out will answexr, It is fitted up
nively and will open or business on monday morning, It ought
to have started ftoday in commemoration of the beginning of tie
last year of Woodrow Wilson's Presidency, a thing workhy of
celabrating, should he be re-=21lzct2d we will be inauguratzd
on sunday unless the ceremony shuuld bs postponsd till the
following day, What do they do on such an occasion?

-==Whilz walking up Ridge avenue I glanced up
the 0ld hill we used to e2limb in going to the Tbrast gchool.
That ie when we chanzed to go by tha way of the 1ittle bridge

6,2'




that crossaed the run near aeorge nNugent's little mill, A few
of the 0ld tress remain and the hill seems but little ch:nged.
Do you ramember the 1i ttle stone vault as we used to eall it,
that stood on smith's 1711l a saort distance from the building
that was c¢allzd "gmithts Pollyw? with the boys I used to

elimb up on & round ston2 to peep through the narrow vent hols,
which widened inward, Aftar peering some time we could s=e
coffing lying on shelves along the immer walls, In one of the
coffins was the body of Rev., Dr, William gmith, fdrst provost
of the yUniversity of Pennsylvania, (ne day Horace smith broks
open ti.e vault tvok the lids off the coffins and carried the
skull of one out and pilacad in on top of a post and shot at

it with his rifle, shortly afterward the coffins with their
contents were buried in north Taur=l Hill cemetary, I can
remember my father talking of jjorac2's sacrilege and saying
someone ouznt to shoot him in the head,

R, R, Shronk
Harch llth 1916
Dear James, ete.,

gtrangs you navar h ard of porace gaith

shooting at his grandfathar's skull, You know, 1 presume that
it was he who stopp=d th2 ang2l weathervan2 on our church
steaple from turning with the wind, He shot at it until he
parforated Xkxx the wings and sent a ball into the swivel
denting it so dsep that it ecould not revolve on the rod,
Uorac= did another trick that was much talkad about at the
Falls, One day , walking up Queen lane, n=2ar whare john green
used to live h2 picked up a chickaen that had bzen run over by
a wagon and killad, Wrapping it in a newspaper which he tied
with a cord he carri=d it up to xxkm ,acoev Hohenadel's
saloon in Qld Falls Park and requested Jacob to keep 1he
package until he returnad, It was in summer, The package
was put on a shelf under the bar where it remained for nearly
two weeks before Horace call=d for it, Cutting the cord he
openaed out the paper and there was the much decomposed chicken
filled with vermin, Horace le't on he wag angry b=acause the
package had not b2en put on ice, Hoh=2nadel told him, "Now I
know what made the stink in the bar-r#om, RIverybody was
asking me if I was serving limburger che=se¥? Harmon Johnson
once told me of Horace going with ®kXXxmx gawm Winpenny to a
eity clothing store to buy a pair of checked trousers and of
his substituting a pair largs enoughto fit a man si x feet
in height. Harmon said it was amusing, The next morning when
Winpenny callad him into his room to see him holding the top
band of the trousers up near hig arm pite, while the bottom
of the legs mores than covered his feet, ILike you, I always
had a liking for Horace, He once told ma the Palls was the
most ignorant place he knew, there being but three men in it
wotth a damn, XexfaxxcordoowazxEzwmecxe® so far as intelligsence
was concarnad, I asked him who they were and he said, "Jin
gwartz, gam Winpenny and Tissot®. I learmned later that you were
the only ones in the walls who had bought his book on Dr,
Smith'g Iife,

--= Thie is the annivereary of the blizzard of
1888 in whieh I cam ne2ar being lost and overcome while walking
from Queen Iane to my mothertg home, The strong wind blaw the
gnow in blinding sheets cutting onetg face almost like 2

(2




knife, T had walked down Queen lane from the railroad and
had to walk around huge drbdfts, Fad you left the palls at
that time?

--=The bank seems to be doing well and will likely
succeed,

R. R. Shronk,
jrareh 25th 1916

Dear James, Hte.,

In the last issue of the ghronicle 1 have a
11 ttle notice of the 0ld Scott wansion, in which 1 said 1
first saw the light of day, in the ell attachment of tha
mansion on Friday morning, Qctiber 18th 1844, T received a
letter yesterday from wranklin W, Morison, informing me that
he was also born in the same building on Friday, May 13%th
1836. go by that I know he will be 80 ysars old on May 13th.

R. R. Shrobk.

April 1st 1916
Dear James, ete

a8 I read what you hsd written about she old
Palls; the Scott mansiom; Robert Xnox Scott, and poor old
Tom Hickey with his black pipe, He had a repulsive look but T
never heard of his harming anyons, He had the distinection of
being the first 1rish Roman Catholic to live in the Falls, I
can see the old man, in my mind, with his wide open shirt
front and bare chest, I do not know whether you ever heard
the talk about Robert Xnox Scott's death or not, It was pretty
widespread at the time., He and Mrs, Scott with Dr. and }urs.
Joln Conry of wanayunk, were accustom=d to spendbng their
summers together at Saratoga., The Dr, and Mra, sSeott bacame
quite intimate and ruwor said txmkx there was an affinity
between them. Scon after their return from garatoga one
year, lre, Conry di=sd suddenly; a short time later scott
pasesd away, Not long after Dr, Conry and Mrs, Scott were
married, When she went to live with him in his mansion on
Washington street, wanayunk, Her father and mother gquire
William M, and Nrs, Sorber then moved into th= sScott mansion.
Mre. Cor\ry becam= a Catholic, as did her daughter, Ella, The
la tter was marrizd to a man named Qonnors, T think, and lived
with him in New York, Elliot ConWry, the Doctor's only son,
was supposed to be wealthy, but I believe died poor, aAfter
Squipe Sorber's death Mrs, Conmtty refused to tazke any share of
her father's property and told Joseph B. and C§prles K,
to divide it between them, as she had sufficient to kesp her
without it, Charlay Sorber is said to have made a good deal of
MWoney from investments made for Blliot Comry, I believe Ella
has gone through all her monsy before she died, ghe once owned
the property on which Joln Dobson built his home, Robert Knox
had a brother, John , whose widow becsms the wife of Thomas
Barker, wjo for years kespt the little saloon opposite Qdd
Fellows Hall, Joln was just the opposite of Robert Knox and
wag too fond of his toddy, The firat recollections I had of
him was hearing of his having snakes in hieg boots, We had one
child, which had it lived till after his death, would have
inheri ted his property, as it was his widow got lher dowry while




I
thhe rest went to Robert Knox, When the i fflin jjansion was
turned into a saloon in Punv=c, on with the bser brewery,
Robert Knox spent much of his time with Sam Winpenny and
others at the saloon. One day while sitting on the poxrch
drinking a glaes of beer he discovered "fishberry" in the
beer and from that day on never drank another glass of the
beer, I do not know the commercial nzme of the onrry, but it
innows by mixing it with dough, the

wag ussd for poisoning m

thrown into the river, the fish eating it bacem erazy and
floated up on top of the wa tnr where they were used as bait for
the larger fish, gixty year ago the Palle was a neighborly
village. peuple taking md= keeping their homes neat and

|.-.:|~J

1"1
clean, I often think of Mrnold's place, ete, ete. Bobby Reans
Tountain Park Hotel was also attractive miu; its garden, summer
houses and the meadow along the river, The river itself was
different with the various properties forming its shore on
most of whiceh were the large willow and other trees, Iy father's
shore with its rowboats fastened to the willows forms one of
the dearest places in my memory, How T used to like to take
one of the boats end in freshets cateh drift wood and other
things passing in the swift current,

| P

R. R. Shrobk.

April 8th 1916

Dear James:

I was greatly pained jaqfnrdn; at noon in learning
of the death of Horace I. Richard's wife, She passed away
on Thursday in their house on Vins htreet, af ter 2 prolong=d
illness, hJ,ch preventad her from goipg with Horace %o
Tlorida this past winter, He arrived home Wednecday so was

with her when the =nd cams, He told me of John Dobson
having offered him $100,000 for hisg property at the Falls,
and then raised the offer to $125,000 which he alsc refused,
"Now", he said, "I cannot get $15,000 for the place, James
Dobson recently offered me %,,,000 but I refused, but now

T wish I had taken it."

R. R. Shronk.

April 29th 15916

I had forzotten that Theodor=s Geyer and his wife
once occupied the little cottag= or porterts lodg= of the
Mifflin Mansion, He was & man had a very warm regard for
and for a times worked with, at painting, for John Henry
Gresn. I do not know whetiier you knew his father, pr, Willian
Geyer, a retir=sd physician who spent much of his time at
Bobby Evans! hotel, At the time my brother george was born,

Dr. Moses Smith, a Quaker who had been our family physician,
was sick, and to oblige father Dr. geyer attended mo ther, He
lived on Iehigh avenu2 on what is now Mount Vernon Cemetery.
later the faml}y occupi=d Penn Smith's old home, As to the
entrance to the driveway to the 1l fflin mansion it was where
Patrick Byrnes erected his home and tavern at the upper end

of the lot Between the house you lived in and Ridge avenue, It
extended along the upp=r side of the lot through your housa's
grounds to the turn at the northeast corner of the lot thence




southward to tle mansion between what was afterwards John (k‘?
Mooney's house and the mansion's barn. Jam2s street was
opened in 1850 or 51 through the ¥i fflin maneion proparty.
I remember the pear trees particularly; the large (atherine
pear tre=e which stood back of your house; a tree of th: same
kind, you remember, stood at the north side of the Torest
School house and like the one near where you lived was part
of a p=ar orchard, I}y great grandfather, nodfrey ghronk,
had a fine p=ar and apple orchard on what was aftfzrward
the properti=s of Thomas and [ewis ghronk, lrs, Frank Mower,
Samuel Winpenny and John Miller, all now owned by Powars &
'eightman, Mrs, Miller's lot was the one between what you
knew as Joseph Shantz! property and the old gSlironk homestesad,
Just above the lower Iaboratory yard, 'The laboratory firm of
Powers, Weightman and Harrison bought tihie property next to
Mrs, Winpennyt's to 2reci their distillery and a wharf was
built out in the Sehuylkill for canal boats to unload their
cargoes, but whwen ths whar? was Tinished it wuae found that
the water was not deep snough Tor loaded boats to get to it.
The firm then made a trade with Mrs, Mller, giving her in
exchange for her proparty, thz lot next tc winmpemy's. The
Millers, ae you doubtless are aware, had three daughtsrs,
Blizabeth, who wae marrisd to Tewis Me ttinger and whifo is
gtill living in wWest pPhiladelphnia; JMary. who became thes wife
of Joseph B, Walkasr; and garah, who died a spinster, Although
I well remember thos2 peach orchards I have no recoll=2¢tion
of =ver:.having eaten any of the fruit thereof, One time when
I returned to school after the sum=r holidays, as we used to
call them, T saw a large pear high up in one of the tr=es outside
the school yard, I climbed the tree and got the pear, William
Moore Smith saw me get it and asked me to give it to him, I wanted
it too, but hated to refuse him g0 hand=d it over and he gave
me a large copper cent, insistbpg that T should take it, I often
thought he might have cut the pear in half and then we cculd
have both had a taste,

_____ (1916) Magistrate Thomas }eFParland and
Mrs, Mary ®Wlla Brecant, with whom he lives at 2235 West Venango
street, to sez what they had to say regarding a law suit in
which MeFarland is the defendant, which was vefore another
magistrate yestsrday, when hes was hzld under heavy bail, on
the charge of appropriating te himself money belonging to
Max Levy, & constable, Mrs, Brecht went his bail, I went to the
house, fou a light burning in the hall, dbut got no response
from my reppted ringing of the bell or pounding on the doox,
rs, Brecht is the preftty little girl we used to krnow as Xellie
Johnson, Harmon's youngest daughter? gha wae married to william
Breciht, of Roxborough; ftook to frejuent automobile rides with
Dr, Charles 8§, Trites, s neighbor, which l=2d to a separation of
her and her husband; and of Trites' wife getting a divorece, ghe
and the Doctor came to the Tioga house to live, but he got tired
of her and left, zZoing to the wastarn part of the gtate, where
he i8 eaid to ve behaving hilself sp2@ndidly and has charge
of a consunptive treating establishment, Although Nellie has
livaed so close to me , three squares away, I have nevser seen
her, If I did, I didn't racognize her=, I belizsve the
Magietrate had trouble with hies wife who left him, Pretiy
kettle of figsh, ien't ite

Ro Rn SllrQbk'




yay 6th 1916 6?
Dear James, Rte.

Pann Smith was truly a character &
of these ma2n wiio never got drunk above their necks
but one other man like him in that respect and he
B, Illingsworth, who was a letter carrier at the Falls the
time I was, He would get so full he could scarcely walk,
but never 5howm‘ it in his talk or made any mistakes in
delivering his mail, Charley Sorber used to tell how Pemn Smith
» Trom the porch of Arnold's Hotel, would call him from the
carriage works, "Come here, Charley, and take me home, These
damn legs of mine are drunk againlt

-meee (OCREfExaxxExiExREXy (I reference to
Mackie, teacher at the old Torest School) Althouzh he was ab
Episcopalian minister, ean you imagine hin pra=nninﬂ a4 germon
when in one of his stammering moods. Poor old man, the last
time I saw him was on a Sunday afternocon wien he had c;arga
of Holy Trinity Mission wihiich met in the o0ld Academy, I met
him in front of our church as I was about to enter the gat2 on
my way to Sunday School,I 'spoke to him and turning to me he
gaid " Are you not one of the siironks?" Whan I told him I
was he asked me which, "Qwen or %onert?" When I told him
he wanted to knpw if I were any better man than I wese a
boy. The first time I ever saw him was in the little pay
school on Iaboratory Hill which I attended and was about =2ight
years old, He then had charge of the little echool on garrett's
lane, ExxtRexwExtx nesr Five Points to which the Palls road
on the west side of the river led, He had call=d to s=se James
K. Finley, the teacher of the laboratory School, and told him
hs was an applicant for the Forest School.

~=w====INn reference to Rev, Robert Ritehie,

rector of St. Jumes the Iess churche--He went into the feed
store of John B, Ferris, 2t Ridge avenue and Bridge road, one
day, and inwa talk with Perris , who wasorne of his parishioners
at tlye time, that he had power to forgive a manl's sing, Ferrie,
vith an oath, ordered him out of the store and from that day
went with the new church (now Grawe Chapel). Ferrie told me
that he liked to go to all the chnrches to hear the different
pastore pra2ach, but when he wanted to hear a aspecially good
germon he adways want to the Baptist Church to hear ur.
8tidham,

/]
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R. R, shronk.

May 1l3th 1916

Dear James, Ete.
Do you remember Nichael Dollard? I knew him

when h= worked in the old wuarry and used to spend the few
pernies I would “et hold of in 1re, Dollavrdrg little frame
candy shop that stood naxt to the gquarry, and in which she
ma money, I naver had any proof of the fact, but I always
had an impression that she sold whiskey on the sgly, Do you
recoll=ct the store Jlirs. John looney kept on the lower 1:e
of James street, & little above where you once lived, I want

¥
tore one ddy to buy peanuts when a little girl
sd Mrs. Moonay to lef her have half a pint
d of vinegar her mother got last night, Tae

into the ator
game in and ¢
of the san= k
gtuff was t

- i

n from a baek room and the odor betrayed
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what it was when she handed it across the counter to the girl.
Poor woman, the mother of a priest, Rev, James ljooney, wio
explred bvefors she did, as an assiatant rector at St, John
the ®maptist Chureh, Manayunk, she died, perhaps 20 years ago,
the home of her daughtsr on a le¢ttle street n2ar Ridge
avenue and York streset,
cew== I ¢id not notice the »3rill® in th

m
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Forecast, Micahel Brehl(he spelled it that way) workad as
you said, in the old gquarry and was a German, I always greatly
respected, \ g —(Fremch)

wewe S50 Stehle challenged your fatherts VWote? He
wee mean enough to do snything and his children inherited
the same spirit, Ji2 put me in mind of the man Dr, Henson used to
mention in his lecture "Fools®, when asked how he got his money,
replied, "I saved itl® There is a story %told of liow on one
occasion Stehls told Fred(his son) to take a carriage and
#o to a party over at Reuben Smith's Belmont Fotel, Smith it
‘seems, was a good customar of Stehlets in buying bread and
cakes, He gave Fred ten dollars and told him to have a good
time, The next day, after serving his bread route, he asked
Frod what kind of a good time he had over at cmith's and
whether he had enough money, Bred t0ld him he hsd a spl=ndid
time and putting hiis hand in his pocket sald, "I didn't n=ed
all the money, hers is $9.75, I had to spend a quarter,®
when Stehle died I went to the house on Bowman street to got
data for an obituary for the ldger, lrs, S8tehle, after giving
me the faets, asked if I could get the notice in the german-

emokrat, saying "gtehle alwaye wanted to se= his obituary in

the german-Demokrat®, I told her I could but that it would
cost me a dollar, “All right, pob", she said, "you ride it
and you vill get der tollar®. I wrote it bt nder tollaxr®
never came my way.

pid you ever hear of Bill gtavenson getting 2ill
Illingsworth to challenge JacoDd nietrich'e vote? Jacob, as you
know, wags president of the Iincoln and Johnson club in 1864.
The elub met in Shantz' Hall , Dietrich had ovetn served as
Judge of Wlections, He spoke one day, in the 1A boratory wheare
he worked, of his having besn torn in gGermany, Stevenson kept
that faet in mind until Dietrieh opposed him at an election,
when he had him challengsd on Yaturalization, preventing his
voting and gmxrg giving him the trouble of taking out minors
papers, I regarded it as a mean acty, for 1T never thought
pistrich would have voted had hiz kwown he had not the right to
do B0,

&t the time you declined to be a candidats for
aelsct Council I thought you actsd wisely, Billy liorison was
the Tirst Selset Councilizan the Falls ever had. when the 28th
ward was erested the Democrats nominated Billy and his Republa
jean friends helped %o elect him, While he was in office I rode
to the city one day with Captain Charles Tuowson Jones, in a
horse car, He want=d to know how the Falls people liked lorieen
and said "They wanted to get rid of Jones co ithey cut the
ward in two and slected lorison, Now instead of having one
Jonas they have two." When Nr,., Morison took his seat he caume
to me and said, 'Mr, Jones, you have had long experiemce in
councils, I am & green member and I'll regerd it as a great
favor if you will tell ms how to vote.'! Of course I told
him apd he is voting my way on every question and pays no
at tention to any caucus held by the Democratic members.

I can still see his cheery face widen in smiles as he told me
how well plessed hes was with pemocrate like Mr, Morison,

)
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m=-wHere is another story of ths Stehle meaness, I went into
the bakeshop on=2 avening waen I saw Mrs, Stehle cutting half
an inch foom sticks of Lcrsehound candy, I asked if thay were
too long Tor the jar. She said, "ah, nein, @er gtehle has a
pad colt and das candy vill do him goot®. T thought she might
have cut up on= single stick, but in doing that she would
lose a whole cent,

R. R, Shronk,
May 20th 1916
Dear James, Htc., ¢

In my last letter I mentioned a nuwnber of
mean things concderning the atehles, Fred, who succeded his
father to the bakery and later to the saloon, is now living
retired in West Philadelphnia, While in the saloon business
he mad= money by usury, He would advance money to the police
and park guards, charging them & bonus and two per cent
interest per week, The Park Commissioners b2coming aware of the
fact issu d an order prohibiting the guards from anticipating
their pay on penalty of dismissal; and the dolice in receiving
they pay in cash instead of warrants on the City Treasurer,
closed that souree of revenue for Fred, When in business he
was very good to me and would zZive me a guart bottle of
whiskey for mediciaml use, with the injunction, et me know
when the bottles is =mpty", not being a toper th2 b titles lasted
a long time, and ligquor was gieen to me for "baiting". He
fraguently told me ha wanted to get out of the business; not
on account of the typ= of business; but bacause it didn't
PaY.

R. R. Shronk

May 27th 1916

pear James, Hte. I have been trying to recall tha name of the
the person that lived next to Dr, Emannuel Krail on gueen lane,
whose daughtsr made fun of your horsemanship, The propzriy is
now owned by Sallie Dobson Norris and her husband, When I used
to work for John Henry @Green, it was ownad by Henry puliring Jr
It will probably come to me later, I knew Dr. Jack, bobut never
knew what sort of a doctor he was. }e bought tie property

from Thomss Hood, Iater it was muade a hot-1 and roadlhiouse, 1
can see Ir. Hood and James Bingham, his brothsr-in-law, I think,
who was over six feet high, walking aeross the old uncovered
pay bridge on their way to the Queen lane railroad station,
Harry Bingham, afterward a Congressman, used to walk oftien
with them, James Bingham was sasurer of the philsdelphia

Post Office whils I was a letter carrier, I became aequainted
with Samuel Wagner while he wag doing solae law business for

my wife, when I lived in Janayunk, T also knew his brother
John, wWen a little boy I used to help Sebastian Gilbert when
he had Stehle's Bakery, to deliver bread and cakes on gaturday
afternoons to his School Iane customers, Among them were the
Wagners, In those days the sons and daughters of the family
were young and I often found them playing gam=2s on the lswn
with D, Rodney Xing and J. Vaughan Merrick, both of whom bagame
gong-in-law of the eld=r wagner. I becam2 acquaintad with .




Vaughan Jerrick in 1865 when he was having his house enlargsd '?0
for thz celebration of his 10th wedding anniversary, Bobd

Evans sidmxitixx did the painting and he got me to help him so

ags to Winish the work on time, W, Merrick lik=d the way I

did my work and we beacame warm friends,

o)

R. SHROXNE
June 10th 1916

Dear James,

~===lfy grandmother shronk was one of them. No one
was good 2nough to marry her boys or girls, One thing in her
favor wag that after thsy were married she naver interefared
with any of them, She was Christians Grim, a descendant of
a Pavarian somebody, Grandfather ghronk met her in Frederick,
Maryland, where he I'¥ved till after father was born, What do
you think of the Republican ticket? I 1ike Justice Hughes and
liope he will be elected, The Progreesives may help to re-elect
Wilson,

R. R. SHRONK

June 17th 1916

Dear James, etc

How do you like the Republican ticket of Hughes
and Tairbanks? I am hdghly nlessed with the nomination and
gea no reason why tney will pnot be elected, T had a talk with
two pemocrats , one a native of Delaware, who said, vr think
you Republicans will have the next Presidenti» The other s
Pennsylvania Dutehman, said, "Both parties have good men, I
think thephy the ferman-Amesricansg are endorsing Hughes they will
lead many an out-and out amsrican to vote for Wilson,®

+

Re Re BHRONK
June 24th 1916

Dear James, Hte.,

What do you think of the Mexiecan situation?
I think Wilson Dallizd too long with the dirty greasers and
wbnder what his illustrious predecessor Andrew Jackson would
have done were he alive and occupying the Presidsntial chair,
Wouldn' t there havs beensnom2 swearing "By the Wtergnalv and some
decided action? Shauld real trouvle come I think every
Amarican should stand by the President even though he is a weak
vessel and hope the Republicans will display mgre patriotism
than did the Copp=arhead Democrats towards that greatest of
Presldsnts, Abraham Lincoln, You doublless remember some of
their filthy mud-slingings and shameful conduct, 4 great deal
has been @aid about Preparsdness, ete ete

}i. 11. Sll: *J’Il{
July lst 1916

Deaxr James,
I have often wonderad what becams2 of Mrs. Uhlert's
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brother, Harry cauffman, who once commanded the g, 8.

Penngylvania, of the American Line, I used to meet him occasionally
when he would go out to his father's when the ship was in

port, I thought him a Jolly good fellow and a talker that

gave information woprlh listening to,

T think your argﬁgnment >f Woodrow Wilson the Pest T have
ever read and would make a grand politiecal document for the
Presidential campaign, I hava no doubt dut what the Democrats
will gquote Lincoln in the matter of swapping horses in the
middle of the stream, but think Wilson is like Buchanan was in
1860 aes depicted on a Republican transparsncy mon his last lagv,
I, too, feel like throwing my hat in the air in honor of
Theodore Roosevaelt, whoe by his manly action towards Justice
Hughes hag placed himself higher than ever in the estsem of the
American people, What a remarkable man he is? I think he is the
greatest man we have in our country today,

R. R SHROIX
July 8th 1916

Dear James, Rte,
~w=l=sarnad to swim in the Schiuylkill back of
01ld Turf villa,, John }iller's old home.

R. R. SHRONK

July 29th 1916

--=In April 1861 th2 small pox hospi tal

vas locat=d in TIslington.lane a short distancs back from
the toll gate, The hospital wagon, with a negro driver, passed
the toll gate several times =very day, frequently conveying
patients to the hospital, I was shown the wagon and told what
it was and that it passed the gate free of toll . For a time
I kept shy of that wagon , would go into the gate house when
I saw it coming up or down the pike. gne day an Irishman
driving a covered furniture car stooped at the gate and asked
me to dirset him to the smallpx hospital, and then told me to
lokk what he had in the wagon; a man sitting on a chair with a
gheet around him, a ¢ase of black small pox, After seeing
the sight T thought it foolish to get frightened at the hospital
wagon and gave up worryimg about the disensse,

--=D0 you think a letbter by Wilsowe, Willing, Waiting
Wwilson would havs any =ff2¢ct upon the man-<2ating sharks which
ereate sush intarest along the Atlantic coast? He rmight make
Zood bailt to go Tihing with for catching the sharks, ¥
day xxXx we will havz seven monthis of pplitical uncertain y,
when I hope Justice Hughes will rensw the dignity of that
exaltad and honored position.the Democrats seem hopeful of
electing Wilson , placing stress on the prosp=ity snjoyed
by the textile and othar industriss, This prosperity is explained
By tha Turopean war in two ways. uany of the establishmends are
making supplies for /bhe Alli=d Arnias and other establishmuents
are in gperation D2cause th2 war preventas the Buropean manufactu-
raprs Tpom completing sales in the American markets, I have an
idea that befors Wilson gats through the ecampaign that will somn
open e will not know whether lhe is sitting down or standin
up and his waiting will be like thos=2 swaiting for the h=arse
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August 12th 1916

You must remamber the explosion of the

boiler of the locomotive "Perkioman® on E;a wast end of the
Reading Railroad (ston2) Bridge, I think it 8 in 58 aor 59.
The sh@k awakedn=4 me and found mys=21lf si tiing up,in bed.
me=wPhers is consid=arable anxiety here over thsa e“1inn1. of
infuntile paralysis of which thare were two cases at the
malls during the weak; one on Fiske avenue a child naned
arompton proved fatal; the other the child of an Italian

on Ridge avanue above old Jimmy street, Whatever thes diseass

igs the doctors do not s2en to ba adle to treat it, By it I

am reminded of tha strangs disease wnich visited the Palls

in Pebruary 18463, and waich at first was supposed to havs

bean imported from China in silk us=d in Simpson's ¥ill,

garah JMower was the first wvictiia, Shie worked in the 1mill and

was stricken on2 night on the Walls nridge whils on her way

home. che disd the next day, Her sister, Blizabeth, who also

workad in the mill was the next victia, ghe also di=d as

did her sistzr, Susan, Aasr gran*uouuer Blizavetnn lowry

shronk, two cousing, Tsabell and lewis shronk, Jr., and an aunt,

irg., John iller, My bdbrother, Daniel, max in his fourthn

year, was taken ill on the last day of Pevruary and died at

11 o'elock an arsh lst, Sister 11i zabethh wazs stricken on

har way home from schoool, Mother trsated her with heros

and she was ths first to r=covar, The doctors workad togethelr.

Tt was in our houss whers the doc%ors of the neigiborhood, with

nr. Jewell and otiiers of the staff of Jeffsrson Collegs Beld

a couneil, with pr, Jewell presiding, They each went upstairs

to se2 the Zmm patisnt bafores holding the council, Dr, Jewell

gaid, "Bretharn, for thes tim= bedng we mxm will call=the

diseage 'grhotted favertn later, it was namad cerebro spinal

meningitis, by whizh it is still known, I was among those who
3 3

T
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J=1)‘” to nursa sufferered, but nevsr thought th= disease was
ngatehingr, T also h2lp=d to prove the dis=sase did net come
from China, The silk use for printing handkarchizfs cuzme direct
to the mill from China; that is in the original eases, BRefores
the “fowsr girls handled it the silk had Dbeen putb through

various Cﬂg.l“‘l process2ss tha b would have kill=2d any geruas

it might have contained ai handl th

of thos=2 who firs i i 8
e diseng=s, Wost of those

J
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gilk were among thosz affz2ectad by tne
who had the dissase wers relatives of mine,

Dedr James, BLC

mhers is a good deal of anxiety hers in philadel-
phia about infantile paralysis, of whieh the doctors seem most
profoundly ignorant., Th2re A5V2 ba2en two cnses at the walls,
one in ranayunk and one nere in Tioga, Nicelowm, particularly
the foreign section has had quit2 a number of cases, Thers is



73

to have no other oa)janr to talk HOUU». Moving picture thestres
are almost ruinad financially by th2 keeping of children from
going to ths shows,

=== was told this aftermoon, by a life-long Dela-
ware Dewocrat, that "weary Waitingn® wilson, by taking up the
railroad mens' strike had added 90 per cent to his chances
of being re-aslectad, So we know what to exp=et, I shall,
howaver, if spared, go to tne polls on election day and do
my b2st te k=ep hiu from making any further exhivitions of his
lack of ability to fill tne saddle he has been aitting in too
long already, and help to eleset Justize Hughes,

-==0Wing to the request by the Director of Publiec
Health and charities, our sunday School decidad this morning
to elose to all children of 15 yesrs and undar, until the
epidamic of infantile paralysis abates, Thare was another
desthh at the walls y=starday, on Ridge avenue balow Perry road.

--=llrs, Weiand informed me of the death of Wrank

some talk of closingz ths sunday sSclivols %tc ehildrsn under 16

ycarsg of age, What sonclusions llave b2an reachad v do not know
do know those having 1ittle children, or grandenildren, seen

ferideth who died at tha 9tate Hospital of consumnption. He was
burisd yssterday from XMamies Roms, 1307 green surﬂ=f. I suppose
that you know his wife, Toulsa nobarts nerideth is in the
Norristown Asylun hopelessly insan=,
R. R. BHROVEK

August 26th 1916,

Dear James, Jte.,
--=Ther= was considerable execi tem=2nt at the

i
Palls on tuesday over the shooting and killing of Rmdward
Boland, a young man of galumet street, who with s2veral
companions wera on their way to the Philsadelphia Country Club
Zrounis to frighten tartin »inyard, a2 night watzhman, by plsying
ghost. They came aeross an automobile standing in a lonely
plice on Weill Drive with a man and a woman in it, Boland
told the man to light his lamps, when ha drew a revolver and
shot him in the head killing hin instantly then spzeded away.
Boland was a fireman of a west Tall shi fting engine on the’
Reading Railroad, The police have as yot no clue to the party
doing the shootipg amd som=2 of them guestion the statement of
Boland's coupanions, The plase, at the u;pg" end of Hagner's
ollow, is X very lon2ly and automobilists often rasort thsie
with women after picking the women up at Tissot's Hotel, now
known as Tairmdunt Park Inn and bears a cloudad reputation,

===Qther cs28 of 1nf1n ile paralysis have
develop=d at the walls during th= wesk as tuey havs in Tioga
and otlier parts of the ecity, The doetors are still at s2a as 1o
how this disease should be treatad, It g§22m8s 11xﬂ yellow fever
to flourish in hot w2ather and may be checked like that fever
when frost com=as,
R. R. Shronk.

sept., 2nd 1916

Pear James, Htc

ammw] remamber when a little boy of overhzaring
a conversation between James Mills and a elergyuan wio was
stopping at his home on ridge avenus, Tlisye ware down n2ar
the river, Mr., Hills was se‘t d in Unele peter ghrongk's Iow




boat, and their talk was on thz growth of 1fethodism and

predictad it would triuw ;'.)31 ovar all other d=no ,.*.'-Jio'ns, n

thie advance they ar2 making at the walls it 10 as if the
tl

cr ID w 'r—""

prediction were being realized, but .at that our churen
was far ahead in the racz and occusionally hid to place chairs
in tha aisles to accomodats tne peopla,
m=-Teary Waiting® wilson, I think, cut off mors
undartook %o settle the strike single

i
than h2 ean chew whan he 0
handed, HWe should have taken hiis more able predecessor's
exampl=2 and appointsd a commis 31on, out tha t would have been
to share the glory. Only six months from londay for hiia, when
I hope he will have a chance to go back to scehool teaching,
or some other job.

Re Re SHRONK.

gept, 9th 1916
Dear James, ete
The intantile paralysis stil‘ bafflag the gkill
of physieians who weem unable to tell just what causes it, Dr.
Attix who has treatad me for ssesvaral years, told me on ionday

- |
night that it is not Xnown how the diseass enters the bodies
of the victims, and that it diffars from cerebro spipal
12ingitis in that insteid of affecting the membrane of the
brain it aff=2cts tha brain and the marrow in the spinal
solumn, The disease, as you are doubtless aware, has caused
tha extending of the school tions until Qctobet 2nd, This

BC! 1
gives the boys and girl: ime for play while th= t=achers
: >

.
having nothing to do unt part of this month,
when they will havs fto g
the loat sbtudies, some » 7
will be paid in full for i
aking up of the lost work ¥ think will be harder on tiae
teachers and pupils than LF the werk had gone on witliout
interruption, Some p=opl=z ares dorn to growl,
- T was greatly shocked during the week to
th of mamuel H, JMayberry, who died gept. 6th
’

t hool to arrange for maXkxing up
opla are Zrowling because the
tlle time the schoola are closed

aarn of the de:

at iis Ocean Ci
stae e
2

hotal, He was a man for whomn I had a high
:Lrsi time T met him, when he was at the walls
furnished me with a good deal of work painting his store

ew==lea axpasi Lo occupy the upper room pf the

ciiurgh next sunday. The cozting of the WELF” and celling arse
without much decoartion and gives the room an =snlarged amd
plain look, The "Hoop Skirt® gas figture, dasigned by EHarry
Pretty, and which for so many years lit the room fTrou the
centr2 of the ceiling, has b2en removed and in parts now lies
in & echarhyard, It may b2 sold to some junk dealer and
paraaps used for shrapn=sl to help kill somn2 of the Wurop=an

|
Ly

warrigrs, I do not know what will be done for light in case

the electric power should happen to give out, Do you r=member
the pratty ecamnhene lamps by waich tha churech was first lighted.
T used to adnirs tham and the twisted square iron rods by which
thay ware suspendsd from ths ceiling, and often wonderei how
they would pull them up and down to light them, Tong after

thay were abolished I learn-d the sseret by finding tleg had
b2en suspendad from the roof r;fters on chains with the other

and of the chain weighted, Thaen the wondar of my boyhood days
passed into knowladge and my mind w at rest on that subject.
~==== DO you think the UﬂlO*fﬂbs hava any right
to elaim eradit for the prospesrity the country is now enjoyinge
I do not,

3

R. R

shronk
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geptemnber 16th 1916
D2ar Jamse, Wte
Do you reuember the old saying meinz went,
lhell bent, for novernor Kente®, I think iﬂ thie recent =lection
n that stats wilson 20t som2 of what i: oial ng uo}nn in
Hovember, I met Dr, James rags2, of Roxborough, yestsrday.
He 1is an old soldier; had a leg shot off in one of the bat tles
of the givil war, He ask=4 m2 how h2 could Beach 4ie owners
of the Jedger, as hz watnz:d to get their influane= towards
B2tting appointed Pansion fommissionsr by Presidsnt Hughes,
and sald he had ng doubt that Tughss would be elsaectad
=== Mary Potter, widow of Zachary motiter, and

oldest daughter of ¥Mr, and mrs, Joseph B, Zorber, was buried

in West laurasl Hill cem2tzry this afternoon, from her home in
Queen lane, ghe diesd on Tuesday at her othier house in Iewistown
N. J. whers she h2d resided for quite a while witii hexr son

and her gister Kate,

R, R, SHRONEK

oet 7th 1916
Dear James, etac

fo T'11 wait and wateh, T revarsed th= arranging
of the two words so 23s not to b2 like wWear Woodrow Wilson,
who just now is swinging around the cirecle, like Andrsw Johnson
plowing himselfl off, and predigting victory for the Demozratic
ticket, What a magnificient ex=mpli fization of the doctrine
"the office ghould s=s<k thes man and not th= man the offTicevw,
On=z moth from today will settle the gquestion whethsr he is %o
continue to study Wational problemes or zZo back to teaching.
I have naver Xnown such a quiet Presidiential campaign as this
on2 hz:z been, Hers we are r’;llw a month of Hlaction Day

therae has not b22n a political g thering in this ecity, It may
ba all the bettear in being so, Tor I have long ago concluded
that mass meetings and paradss have had the2ir day, and that
the people get all ths instruetion they n=2d from the nswa=
papers, Had the election Va2en h2ld a week after the nominations
the people would havs known how to vote, (the fuct was that
Justi=ze Hughes weaksnzd hig cause every tine to delivered an
addregs A. C.) I used to taks a warm interest in nolitical
parades whan I carried on sign painting because I had a chance
to paint tranparencies and bannsrs at my own priwe,

mm==You rem=uiber tie 1little yellow washed house on
Ridge avenue pnear School lane in which Jesae Tvans and his
family lived wh2n you eam=2 to tuz Falls, ILike many of the gther
landmarks it nas bean torn down, Small as was the house Jesse
mvang raised a large family in it, T often wondered how so
many could get along in so small a place, Jesse Nvans and his
wifa, two sons, J2s8s82 and Josnpcsh; fTive daughters, Hannah who
marrl=4 James 'iedlure; *ary Ann, wife of '111 iam Hans=11;
Anmy, Who married John Hay=ss; Amanda, wife of Joshua Iﬁk.,
and ®lizabeth, wife of John Hughes, beside the Tarm and house
help, Mlizabeth is gtill living and perhaps Mary Ann, All thae
regt havae gone to their reward,

R.R. SHRONK

pget, lith 1916

Daar Jameg Bte.
vour eousin npary csherloek , 4
in 1862, Werar therse ot a younz lady named 3k



to your higie with your imelzs george? perhaps Mary's daughter? 7‘
I, too, had a cousin nam2d sharlock, Pathar.had two sistsr, one
of whome, ®lizabath marri=d a proud and wall-to-do Irishman
Tohn Burke, Their daugatsr Xate, a sister of gchristiana surke
whalley, marriad John sherlock, 2 bricklayer, mheir son,
yamilton sherlock, bacama quite prominent at the palls, as a
gro@sr and Republican politician,

wewwTn thinking of your mishap T thought of a table
rapping per formance which pikeprmold, as the mesmarized subject,
gave in the 0ld Acadamy in the winfer of 1859-60 whan Professor
varnall gave exhi®i tions, The professor asked me to go borrow
him a table. T and gwen went over to the railroad station and
borrow=d the dinner tabls of th= woman wao prasc=aded MIs,
Highley as the tickst ageni; carrizd it over to tlhie Acadeny
and were admittad to the show, Xech subsegquant night as long
as tha show lasted w2 13t on we want-ed the table and were left
in without paying. The mean thing about it was that on the
slosing night of ths show we left =arly so as not to have to
lug the table to where it balongad, It was a long while before
T went near the atation,

R. R, shronk

october 21st 1916

Dear James, Ltc.,

--=After the 0ld Acadamy was built in XX
1819 an organization was effected and ealled the palls of
sehuylkill sunday Sehool Association, of which good old Abraham
martin, of Scheool Ians, was president, You probably remaember
his soming to our Sunday Sehool on rare oncasions, He w3s known
tharoughout the city as The Buniay school Advocate, lle was a
preghyterian, a r=lative of his, willianm Ienning, also a Preshy=-
tarian taught a elass of small boys in the old Union Sunday
aghool and was my first sunday School taacher, We sat on curvad
banchas which whan togsther end to end form=d a eirels around
tha room 2nd were about a foot in height, I remember how I used
to sit on the baneh and try to reach tiiz floor with the to=s
of my sho=s. When I startad %o attend weakday sechool in the
1ittle square building on Iabora tory 11411 the teacher was
James X. Pinlay, who openzd another union sunday School which
Oowan and T attendad and were taught oy ceorge L. Harrison, at
that tims a member of th2 laboratory firm frou which he retired
at the close of 1853 to devot: himself to tas sugar refining
business, Before ir., Finley start=d the sunday schicol I was
taught for a short time in the 01d Acadeiny by Iewis nettinger,
Do you remember Miss Xate aorber who taught a class in our
sehool? She was the only teacher who was not a Raptist after
t11e Union school bacams virtually a Baptist aechool, ,with sen-
Jamin marley as the suparintandent, and when the sclivol on
your 12th birthiay moved from tae 0ld Acadeny to its present
home, Miss Sorber moved with it and continu=d Lo teach her
clugs as long as her h=alth parmitted, she was a preshby terian,

R. R, SHRONK

pctover 28th 1916
pear Jamses, ete
A week foom Tuesday Ww& will have another
glection, I will lo =21l T can to save wilson from having fto
gtudy stateeraft in tae white House, I f2el1 h= will he sent
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back to school tz2aching or to managing his

bf3 ness, AL times, however, I am fores racy

of my beliefs, I am afraid thes germans w

48 op=nly as thay gansrally 40 about Presidential acti g Then

many working men have got t,e idea in their heads that the
country's pi OSU?fitj is du= to wilson's policies, The Democrats
have not Olﬂﬂb 4 Presid-nt sinece 1856, whan Buchsnan won the
bzllle of nlllots Claveland was elected in 1884 Dby the
Muzwuanps and Trish Protestanta, In 1892 he was re-slected by
Ma tthew Stanlay Quay, in spite of John wanamaker and Wilsonts
elaction in 1912 eam= *“?04;; the Bull 'ooese Partyrunning
Roosav2lt and a dislike of Taft, The campaign as b=2en the lamest
T have =2ver known, Up to dateY have had but five ward meetings
to report in» tha 2lst, 37th and 38th and 43rd wards, which are
in my L=dger district, A Republican rally in ranayunk and
another in Nicetown and three pemoeratic gatherings , one in the
37th ward and two in the 43rd, There has not been much red
Tfire or brass band usse by either party,
Ye ‘Re SHRONEK

¥Nov, 4th 1916

Deay James, Hay the Jord grant that four months fTrom today the
prasent occupant of the ”anln;ton and Tincoln's seat may step
down and out. Just now thers s=2ms to b= a great deal of
uno-:*mlwtJ in the air, as to whetlisr h= will or he will not.
T am afraid the labor orgzanizations ars Dbeing fooled into the

af that the prosperity of the2 country should be oredited to
son's do nothing noliey. 'The agony of hisg watenful waiting
be =2nded on Tuesday night.

= @m -

R, R, SHROMK

Nov. llth 1916
Dear James, ete
at the 60th anniversary of th
Church Dr. Seasholz2s and other pastors gava
Iower, “oderabtor of the Preshytery, who presids y, was not
vary moderate with his talk, I thought he would nesver get
throuzh, How some parsons fo like to hear thiemselves talk, One
thing ¥ lika=d about him was his telling me before the meeting
thiat he was a8 Protactionist and had voted for Hughes, The
pastor who parts his hair in the middle votel for wilson
3@ He was a Prasbyterian, T guess at elannishness halped

2gbyderian
tings and Dr.

begaus i

to reeelect the misgfit, T wazs =2latad on '“-.J.?.'3 lay night over the
returns , dbut knockad down the next morning when I learned

the returns had changed in favor of wWilson, On2 thing about
him he will not spend th= naxt four years working for his
re-=lection, I have thought a great d=al of fba prayer with
whigh the sheriff nloses his =le2ctlon proclamations "God dave

1
the commonwealtih® and hope it will be answerad,

-===Y28, T su'Dose we will bes apla, tol.emdiure four m
yaars of Democratic misrule, should the Buropean War end nex
year, some think it will, Woodrow willkvrealize that ais
policy , if he ever had one, has not b2en res onsidvle for the
country-wid2 prospserit nd that his eight hour law will not
work, I do not see wihers fhe prosperity comes injwages ars
Bigher than they were ; so is the costi
4

: 0 of 1ving. coal §8
a tong fleour $11.50 bﬂertl and otaer *ﬂlﬂb in proportion.

&y

g0 that the wags earnar only has the pleasure of receiving
larger pay only to hand it out for his fanily's use,
R. R.5HROEE
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Dear James,

~

Jacob had msau hy

the trus
tora'e for
Jrrad into
iant who
price
:lﬂy dl 1
The cost of
that
home=s light=d
have ,“elr a

A o
5w O b
@ b HH

(

c; W s., o,r

‘1

The prouucer vants

ars pluggad up to prevent snd

hsve a barrel of crude oil delivered into our cellars and
i1t would produce nors hsat than a ton of #7 coal, The cure
ia religion in the heart, a \
L R. R. SBHRONK
12e, 2nd 1916

I just regeivad a

Ferizus

:1"

Iizzie Warper
baptiged by
stra fro:

-]

ir, the

-

aved tha
y 18

ty. wasn't tha
Qv on ev.‘-‘ﬂ'\

l..

im in

D=aar JTam=s, Wte

Tha
a Record
ravision, adding th
d from the
12 one of

T laarne
ahrohk
chartar printad
After the death of
trugtses to fill
until T left
rz2gquast Dr,
chartar tEXXEX
amountnof rent
Prior to that
gmall sung and far
flaor

W -

the
ivans
at o

g

‘—jl—'cf

a8 A
obtained fron him
pay for repairing

n
£2

Xzt T think the pavi

presarving

a surse,

allews it,

manipula:ors in jail, ?oo”,val*
not

Jigh 11viﬂ7 is somewhs

the farmasrs livad

i A
old
Suppose you will not have anpugh interest
grand plotter Wilson turn th=z light on the Statue of
though
t for his plotting and with the Republicans had not
tiie passging of

artiela of
the original tru"tee
with
thz2 vaeaney esused
who

acoul
donations wera

dwelling,

L

Yov. 19th 1915 Vi 4

the throat and could maks his own
e-boosters have tae poor today.
food was a blessing but it has
Flour salling for $10 a barralg and
1T we Jackson he would
told the coal
ike the mines fram
t to blame, Tt us=d4
slmpl=s 1lifs, now they have
with eleat rielity, he=ated by hot wataer or
utomobiles and telephones, all of which we
(The salfish-minded old aypoeritel A.C,
eclogsar to the sonsun=r, 0il wells
oversupply, otiaerwise we could

ts and pric

aAd ¢
A4 2

+ .

12 o4

41

do rizht would

A ey
.l

)

3
Zas

to

plions messsag=2 of
75 years o0ld on
home of his son-
oad nsaar ut:mv arik Avenmue, Hi
soma four years azo last June,
sshire; ttendei regularly for a
after beconming a policemqn,

the

s de-ath
Qctober

A
iy o o | on

Pag l ""r"io
;1]313 At

L P

=
2

’ﬁ“

st

to go
t 8 hour law a catzhing bait for his
it may be mnconstitutional.lT give

-

the messure through Congress,

R. R shronk.

Dec, 9th 1916
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L2ss church haa sol2 possession now and had put up the iron
fence surrounding the property, T hope the trusteas exsrcise
the necessary care so as to Aot allow at., James the Jess %o
b2co 12 owner,

R. R, SHRORK

January 6th 1917

Dear Jam=es, ®te

Godfrey Shronk, my gr=at grandfathsr was a

son of Georgs chrodk, who T onllavn came from mavaria, godfrey
had charge of wort ht. Davidrgs Club house at the walls and
was a not=d figherman, He was marriesd at least three times,
My mother'sg maxxiam p2ople, jJohn Robertes and sainor pugh who
bacme man and wife, canz here in 1682 with colonists from
Bala, (erionethshire? Walss, and settled in nerion, They
were the Tirst couple to e marri=d in Xk the anci=nt
ferion ¥riends' HMeesting, Their dezcandants bacame divided into
two branches, Phineas and Titus Roberts. Phineas held to his
prop=rty and one of his descaendanis “ﬂo?vﬂ B, Robsrts of the
Penngylvania Railroad turnsd parts of the estate into Cynwyd
and ®ala, Tutus' propa=riy was leadAd and nover
reclaimed, That prop riy extanded along thes wast side of the
river from the Reading ?311r01d!s punping or wateriﬂ% station
dwon to Hendenhallts Terry road, And affort was mzde in 1859
and 60 to recover ift, but the original papers had disappearsd
froa the pffice of the Recorder of Deeds and thie movemant was
dropped by ex-"ayor vaux, who represantsd the elaimants,
Unfortunatsly or ot49r7ise, T balonu to the "7itus erowd, As
the property is now part of west Pairmount pPark I, as a citiz=n
of the c¢ity am a part pwner,

mmme~ the masonic Temple (seceratry) informad me
that Pzst Grand Master Judge Nichael Armold di=d4d April 24th
1903, in hisg 63rd y=ar,

R. R. Bhronk

Jan., 27th 1917
Dear Jamas, ete,

1 am gending you, with this, two c¢artoons
which Wettis elippei from the ;orthgqarican and th2 7Tvening
Telagrapk, conernin; y;ur friend(?) Wilson, the great peacamaker,
To think that the ln=riuan p20ple must pud up with hii tor
four years after March 4th, unless a kind Providence shall
see fit to remove him, I was thinking the next taking of the
census in 1920 will be under Democratic management for the
first time since 1860 when it was taken under Buchanan's
adninistration, Won'%t there be a scerambling of the lickies
for the positions as enumsrators? In my numerous occupations
I wae twic o 5"301n+=’ a ec=2nsus taker in 1880 by William
Whnite, in Tiog who was removed from the superintendency
Just after he had made hig appointments, His sucecsssor put
another man in my place so I didn't enumerat that time, In 1800
I was given a division in North Penn village, prinecipally dumb
Irish and Negroes, I never had harder work in getting them to
answer the necessary questions. That one exparience was all I
care for in that line, gsol) Mrs, gadie green Jiller, deughter
of Horace B, @reen was taken to the germaniospital on wednes-

day to be opzarated upon for a foreign growth on one of her




ghe came oubt the opsration all right, (minus thn i?t)
jer parents are naturally worried, ghe is their only
jeve she is divorced from her hushand after he
had been discharged from a good pos tion with the Pennsylvania
Railroad, for some unnatural crime, and so she went back to
live with her parents,
- R. R. shronk

Jan 30th 1917

Dear James, ete
John pwyer was a politiecian who kept ©
qun Tavern at what is now 9'1 and Westmoreland stree
Shortly after you cam= %o t 2 Palls he was & candildate Iol
sheriff and my father work=d E_ﬂr-i in trying to have }
nominated, H2 did not get thz nomination, bBut became almost
bankrupt through the cost of hirs campaign, He later on wes a
par tner of & man named Murphy and Martin Ulrich in duilding
the goyyth sStreet Bridge, in which he again came out financially
broke, Ulrich was supsrvisor of roads at the time and with
that and what he made ocut of the bridge job, bought tiie property
on Allegheny avenue which he turned into Washington park,
When I was & little boy my father too“ me to @ fun=ral, 1 do
not know whose and on the way home drove the carriage to

Dwyert'g Tavern, a little yellow-wa frame structure., I never
eaw it again till November 1886, when I moved to Broad street
from Mamayunk, Harmon Iake and § stayasd in the Broad street
house with half the goods, We went across the street to the
Tavern to buy our sunn=r When I entered the bvarroom it seemed
familiar and while sitting in the dining room I told Iake I

hag been there before, After thinking a wiile it dawvn=d on me

to;oed. T ask the

that 6t was the place father and I had 8
7 Y

waiter 1T the place had been ca*+ by John Dwyer and he told
ne it had and seem=4 glad to find that T knew Iwyer., Those
were the only times I was in the little tavern,

R. R. shronk.

drd 1917

Tab,

hear Jamess, Ete

what do you think of the situation our country
is in with Germany? I might be mis tnknn bu* 1 cqrﬂo+ help
feeling that had we had a sultadle man in the white House things
would be different, From the commencement of the Xurop=an War
I have been more in sympathy with cermany thah with the Allies.
It mey be owing to my lack of love for Ingland, Ggermanyd8 taking
care of its own interasts by keeping liﬂQIOH;a of minitions
from being varried to Hexr enemies is nothing more than the
yuld do if they could, Persons who travel on munition
carrying ships do so at their own rigk, Wilson's appeals for
hunanity may be all right, but why does he not stop the shipping
of munri tions %o kil! thousands on the battle fields, He asks

others wo

—

the people to pray for peace and at the same time encowrages
the sneding of means to prolong the war, We will as & nation,
f=3

comas and zod only krnows what is in store for
at we need chastisement for ouf sins have been
prices of foodstuff; coal and other commodities
by whiech the poor for whom God still cares, are made the
prineipal suffererds and advised that people to stand by the
Presidédnt, I wish we had one that was worth Stmﬂdiﬂh oY .
el R. R, Shronk
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Feb, 1l0th 1917 Q’

pre tty little Tutheran Church of the
=

Redeemer at et and Jlidvale avenue, wzs almost
entirely des tro_‘;ad by fixfof unknown origin this afterrncon.
The edifice was dbuilt in 1909 at at cost of $20,000. At that
time the lesbor and material were cheap owing to the panie
(during Theodore Roosevelt's term) At pres=nt prices it will
take , it is thought, more than that sum to rebuild, The pipe
organ was destroyed, but most of the furmbture “nﬁ piano

were saved, The congregation met and held servic in the
Fr=e Iiorary on the opposits gside of Midvale avenue. A woman

walkxing on 35th street discovered the fire, she ran to P. H.
Kelly's house on the opposite corner &nd had yrs, Xelly telew
plione to the polic= statior. As far ss I ean learn it is the

firet churech building in the Palls to be damaged by fire,
R. R¢ SHROFK

ear James, Hte
Nettle got ms to go to the store
where I bought a dozen egg £ but
dollar, Potatoes cost 44 ¢ 1
in proportion, so that on='s money m
on a hot stove, Most of the high pri
speculation, but is blamead on the RTuro

this morning,
d ter for a

k nnd a11 other things
s away like a snowoall
are due to Meariless
ean War,

ﬂ

s 2o BOTONE
March 3rd aolv

It looks s though the elements are
protesting against re=insugurating wWoodrow Wilson to the
Presiiency. Pitcture the lean school teacher riding a mule
down Pennasylvania avsenue to the capitol to be gquietly sworn
in, It may be in accordance with the design of Providence
that he should take hold of the lhelm of the ship of state until
1921, Iet us look at it in that light and pe2y that he may
be given wisdom and guidance,

R. R, Shronk

Y

1march 10th 1917

3

n2 of the malle murder c¢ag2g was settled on
Wednesday when Policeman pPeter porsey was acqui tted for/ causing
the death of James Byrnes, on Novamber 20th 1915, Byrnes and
eanother man, both under the influence of drink, were fightingy
Dorsey separated them, when Byrnss went for him, Dorsey pushed
him off, he reeled and fell frzcturing his skull and died
soon afterward in st, Timothy's Hospital, (Note by A. C.
The avove are not the true facta, True enough, Byrness was

=1
under the influence of drink, at ths time of a fire on the
poreh roof of a house in ‘idvale avenue, e was always a good
natured man, but was a nubsance to the firsmen at this blaze.
Dorgey, me2an natured always, attempted to cliase him asway from
the xmem® scene, Naturally Byrnes struggled to release himself
fron the officert's grasp. Dorsey beat him unuereifully over




the head with his ¢lub until Byrnes fell unconscious to the
streeet, after which hs was taken to the hogpital, I was &
witness to this cruel and uncall=d beating,) Byrnes was the
youngsst son of the late Thomas RByrnes, who for years kept a
tavern 8n stehle's gorner building, He was as nice a neighbor
ag anyone could desire, while jrs, Byrnes was very ladylike
and obliging, The other son, (Thomas) is also & rwn dumbd
miserable fellow, I often fJouuht of the Byrnes, Thomas Sr and
Patrick . They came to the Falls in 1848 while tlhie Falls
Bridge was being built and mJ”hjL, 1 presune as laborers, on
the masonry., Iater he worked in the Iaboratory; marrying one of
the finewlooking Irish girls employesd in the laundry on Jimmy
streat, near the old Methodist 'u“ﬂr; one of their daughters
becominz a nun, Pat Byrnes, as slim as Tom,was stout, was
very proud, He was appointed supervisor of roads during Mayor
Vaux! adninistration, and afterward went to keeping a tavern,
and took an active part in Demecratic politics, At that time
the 28th ward was formed out of the 21lst ward, In 1870 Billy
Morison, largaret's broPher, was nominbtAd by the Democrats
for Select Council, Most of the Republicans at the Falls
voted for him. I had intended to, but when I went to the polls
in gtehle's cornsr, Pat Byrnes cam=2 to me with a ticket and
said, "Robert give ur. Morison your neignhbor a votev, I could
stand Worison but not pat Byrnes, so I said, "ExXcuse me, Jir.
Byrnss, I am a Republican®, and then voted the Repubdblican
ticket, Morison was elected and serv=d one term,

mm=ew DI, Seasholes gave us a fine sermon on "The
Gospelw, This afternoon he is going to tell the )ens' Bible
tlzass all about the re-inauguretior of ”ooqL0“ Ml_sor, he
having witnessed the affir. which makes me think he is a
Democrat without gumption enough to acknowl: M“e it, Tonight
he will speak from a text Wilsorn used in his addrese, I am not
at all sorry that I will not hear either? I do not pretend
to know ver r;z‘.;r'h, but I know =g muach about Wilson ns T care
to know and wish I didn't krow s0 much, I r2ad in the papers
of his going to arm the rmsrican merchantmExx marine and wonder
whiere he will find the ships, He might put a cammon or two on
the f=w remaining canal boats which ply on the Schuylkill, I
was t0ld yesterday that the Allieg will close their munitions
centracte with Americans, at tha end of this :oﬂth. Should
that happen what will become of Wilsontg countrywide prosperity?
Perhaps our own country might be foreed into letting out
similar contracts, so as to b2 ready for war with Germany,

b
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R, R. SHRONK

e march 24th 1917
Dear Jamss, Btc.,

-==}fayor Smith had policem=n to leavs notices
at the differ=nt chirchss today, invi ting and urging tuae
congregations to attend the patriotic meeting to be held on
qa turday in Indkpendence Sguare fto rally to G gsupport of
President Wilson, It looks as though we are to have war with

Germany,

R. R. Shronk
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Marech
Dear James, etc

It looks like war, everybody here, even the

wonien are talkinh of war, You and T need have no fears & iis
n

time as we are both too old to be conskmipbed.
R. R. Shronk
rarch 31st 1917

Dear James, ete, ete

-==T 22 by the papers that Wilson has
dec ided to gast the die of war with the Allies, He is more of
an Ass than I took him to be, He called Congress in gpescial
sesglon to meet April 2nd, but hasn't sense enough to wait
till it assembles., Qf course he is IT and the only IT in
the country, I may b2 very ignorant, but up to the present
T have seen no resson why this country sihould declare war
with Germsny, If Wilson is own=d by the English influence
he should be impeached, During the Civil War the United
States capture] every wvessel it could that drought provisions
muni tions oxr aid to the gonfaderates, Qf course we did not
blow up ships, dut that too, is war, If this country go=s to
War with Germany it should go alone and not with the Allies.
Tiiere is to b2 a big demonatration in Independence Square
thias afterncon for the benefit of the Ranid Transit Company,
and incidentally to drwz up patriotism. S=nator Jolmson, wio
gave california to Wilson to smcurs his own el=ction, is to
be the orator of the occasion, Qur jfayor, one of the worst
weakldgs to fill the posbtion trisd to have wilsorn come from
washington to stand where Iincoln stood in 1861 and raise the
flag, Time eough to hold such gatherings when needed. Iy
freat freat grandfathsr, George Schrunk, came from Germany long
enough ago for the german blood to filtesr out, Iy great
grandfather codfrey americanized the name, epelling it ghronk,
and yet I feel in my heart a sympathy foxr the cermans snd a
hatred for the Kaiser and a 1little more for his son, the Crown
Prince,

R. Re. SHRONK
April 7th 1917

g, the di=s is cast and war is ob
to God only knows, There is

Dear James, 2t, 2iC, ===
with Yermany, What it wi
S

b = (D
F‘)-
(&

o
[
o §
;'l‘

hurrizsd to respond to Iincoln's ¢all for troops, The common
people, that is the working elass, are not at all snthused; they
feel that it is a war brought on by Wall Street capitalists
and manufacturers of munitions, With this fez2ling the Govern-
ment can get the required number of men by conseription. I
passed a recruiting station yesterday afternocon and saw & crowd
in front of it but did not s=2 a single man enter the station
to ba enrolled, Things are di fferent than in 1861, AR are
earning more maney and living bettar so th«t $13 a month
and found is no inducement for them to enlist, Congress and
Wwilson should have submitted the guestion of war or no war %o
a popular vote, I hope and pray that the war may be shori in
duration and that few lives will be lost,

R, R. ghronk

¥




April léth 1917 S?cf

I rode down town with mmn whg thinks

he happiast man in the country, He
eing a politiecian, clululhx that

iitiona were coming, but kept then

32
d er lest thely migh® prevent his re-election, His
policy before z2lectidn or rather the er=dit given him of pre-
vanti war l=d thousanis of german-pamsricaneg and cowards who
T fox ;;i.n « The wary is on but there

wa
ald to go to war vots fo at
£ 3 a otism or any hurry or p=rsons to
st trouble will e with th= treachesr
n their plotting to destroy mianition
and other plants

-

w=me ] SUpo0Se you have learned of the sudden
death of the ,jrew t sorporation lawyer, John @, Jolnson, who
according to the papers Luﬁn;, was born in chestnut Hill, in
1841 and his f<1mter wasa blackemith, Do vou remamber the
itten a 0 about him by Qlifford gmnith in
=] ? =] £

5

article writt aWw years a

which he r=presented him as being rhe son of a blacksmith

wiio had the old shon on ridze avenue just wxmxm above Terry

road? And how Xx= he deseribed the wTalls 2s a dirty village?
we=a According to one of the papers last evening,

Morgan & Company ﬁ:@ulﬁt that the Turop=an War will be over

by the end of next December, I hope they are right &n the

pxﬂ&iu,loh. Tt luo<ﬁ ag though the Germans would he starved
into submission before ths suwnn=ar crops ’ if they have any, ean
be us=d to feed them, Qgur Gov=rmaeﬁt hs dered or requested

i t the corn and rye

the stopping of distilling w Luya g0 tha e ¢

may be made into '-";1‘-=!=.:.’-, That will boost the price of grog and
likely prove 2z strong help to the temeperance workers who
axpec by 1925,

t to have 2 :zluuﬂless nation oy
R. R, shronk,

April 21st 1917

ioout his
imeelf
d he would
ldier,
this eity,
- 8t. John
Manayunk; which will affair with
: sociaties; Methodist
Transit

April 28th 1917

Dear James, =ftec

I was told by Mrs, Weiand that Dr, Seasholes had
an offer of 85000 from & chureh in the West, but dosen't
wwﬁ+ to go there, if bent upon going the sooner he goss the
tter, What do you think of we americans sending tropps to
1151; the exowned heads of Burope? And having their envoys couing




'3

ovar here to play hide and seek with the oceupant of the
White Housd? If food prices go much higher we will Have to
learn how to 2at without eating, Think of paying two cents

for a white potato? That is the avereage cost when dbuying by
the pound, and yet the Governmment is to control the food of
the world so as to starve germany and feed the otner XYations,
Wnat 2 great magnificient country this is, and Liow much better
it would be were it not for the sharks who ar= boosting the
price of everything the wage earnsrs have to have, Sometimes

I think the war was dbrought on by a highsr power to punish us
as a nation for disregarding the noor and peruitting the coal
and othner barons %o corner thair commodities, Some of the
worst punishments inflicted upon Israel of o0ld, was on account
of oppressing the poor, Howeverm the war is on and 1'm afraid
it will last longer than most peop'e think it will. The
church is to hold a flag raising on gatuday =fternoon when a
flag will be unfurled from a 40 foo%t iron pole planted on the
lawn of the parsonage, I do not know what exercises will be
provided for the occasion, Next Sunday, william H, Sowden,
supervising principal of the Forest-Breck gScheool is to deliver
an address to the congreagtion on "The wlagh.

--=-The Prasbyserians, I underatand, have invited their
pastor, Rev, Samuel W, ,'Steckel to quit his job by the end of
August. I do not know the trouvle is so far as I know hin
he is a pleasant sort of man,

R? R. SHRONK.
May S5th 1917

Dear James, ete,

Thare are so many flag raigsing this afternoon
I concluded to stay home and g=t the facts by telephone,
Thie other two besides the on=2 at oum church; the one at Pencoyd
Iron works, whers 25 large fTlags are to be unfurled simultanecusly
from different buildings. The cersmonies are to be held at
Woodvale, Wissahickon, the one-time home of Dr. Wm. Camac, now
the Americar Bridge CompanyYsd8 e¢lub housey and another at the
Tioga Presbyderian church 16th & Tioga strests, where a flag
which once waved at Freeport, 11l, on the gpot where lincoln
and Dougles held their famous debates before the givil war,
I looked across the street yestsrday afternocon from the North
Amarican Building, to the Union league, 2nd saw Qld glory flying
in company with the English ynuion Jack and the colors of
France, and felt how greatly honored the for2ign flags were in
such splendid company, Tisy helpad to emphasize the beauty of
the stars and stripes, the pretiiestidnsign in all the world,
Personally I do not like the iead of taking gZood American bldoed
acroes th= Atlantic. I am also puzzlsd as to how the flag and
soldiers will get to the othar side without being sent to the
bottom by German U boats,---The flag raising at the church was
a great succes, although ths cer=mon=y had to be held in the
church on sccount of the threatening weather, A 1little girl,
Mary Moorehea&iia d Tittle william gsorber, unfirled the flag,
Sorber is the B¥dson o Joseph B, Sorber and grandeon of
William; his father also being a william,

R. R. SHRONK




May 12th 1917 S‘b

pid you s=2 the great ¥rench Mfarshal Joffre
and his party? They made a five hours flying %rip throusgh our
city on Wednesday so as to spend two days in New York, I did
not go down to see them, dut gamy and Rlizaveth did, They had

Dear James, Ktic.

a fine view of the party f‘. om in front of Wapamaker's Store.

I saw the handsome sword pras=nt2d by the people of philadelphia
through the Yorth A,:l:.'.l‘l’.‘—ﬁ’.. It was on exhibition yesterday

in the window o" Ra ile_;, Ranks & Biddle's store, A big policaeman
kept the erowd walking at a slow pace pmst the window, so one
could not get & very ood look, As T walksd by ¥ thought of the
Sunday morning in Anril of 1865 when I walked by the naakef
containing the body of Linecoln, in Indepandence Hall, when no
one was allowsd to pause but had to move on, It was the only

view T ever had of the greatest statesman this country has ever
had, The wretch sho shot him ecaused the greatest loss to the
gouth 1t haes =ver known, Had Iincoln lived there would have
been none of the Joanson drunken tomfodlery and reconstruction
would hava been brought about without the carpetbaggers or

Ku Klux Klans,

R. R, SHROFK
Yay 15th 1917

pDear Jamea, ete, etfc
In your letter of yesterday ydu stat=d that

Hugh Scott's father, gamuel Scott, took you into Iaurel Fill
Ceme tery whan you first came to the ¥Falls, I have a very
distinet recollection of "gam" “Scott, 28 h2 was called, In my
early boyhood thare were two men wiom I rraafl' feared, He was
ona ﬂnﬁ the other was gSilss Timbers, Just why I f=fr=‘ gecott
I do not know, but Timbers was constable in old Xorth Penn
:bWﬁSnlp, and if 1 did anything wrong Mother would tell me that
congtable Timbers would get me, They both lived irn Cock Roach
Row and I seldom went farthesr alonz the river than to the old
bridge. 1f I would attempt to go beyond that point gfcott, or
Bis wifs, Dear old Hannah, would be bound to call out "Bobby
ghronk, where are you going, Doss your mothsar know you are
down hereg" When I would snsak back towards my Hoide, lrs, Scott
frequently visited my motger and would te2ll her of °tongin$ me
?rO' going down along the river, When ths Falls was consolidated
into the ecity, Uncle Robert Roberts wag appointed sergeant of
police by Mayor Conrad, Scott, who had bean accustomed to having
his own way in everything defied the police to interfere with
him, One Sunday afternoon he was particularly defiant, Uncle
Robert came along and informed him that he was amder arrest
and l?spi e his protesting led him to the steamboat landing
put him on 8 bYoat and took him to the yanayunk lockup, I believe
he was ii%rh.r;e: upon promising to obey the law, From that
time on ha seemsd to hava lost :-1_}1I'it and naver seemed the man
he was befors, Timbers, no longer in authority, became to ma
as other man, so that I no longesr XEpsdxkimy dodged him,

w=wA National guardsman, watching the Tiasachﬂon
(Eigh) Bridge, early this morminc accldentally received a shot
inatne head from the gun of his corporal, who it appears stumbled
Enu the weapon went off, The guardsman is in 8t. Timothy's
Hospital and liMely to die,

R+ R. SHRONK




yay 19th 2917 57

Dear James, etc.,

m= he

T met Horace Richards today, He told ms
had sold the Palls hous2 for £20,000 reeciving a little money
and a mortgage, He rents the house and has his brothersyin-law,
Alfred Ford, who ig demented living in it with a nurse and
cook and gardener, Horace's son has a bug place at Qak Iane.

-===Tiioare Was quite and excitement at the Palls
sarly this morning over the burning of Woodsids park, wlich
I am told was almost entirely dastroyed at a loes of half a
million, The illunination was very bright and with the pparks
flying in the air, very pieturesqus, I understand the fire
was caused by spentaneous combustion in a place where a
considarable guantis}y of gasoline was stored and which added
to the fiercensss of the flames, OQwing to the park being
l1solated the firemen hasd great diffulty in getting to the
fire, Automobiles were presesed into service to two the
fire apparatus up the hill, The site was once the farm of
Nicholas Pulmer, Jacob (Swartz') wife's grandfathar,

R. B, SHROFK.

ray 26th 1917
Dear Jamss, efe,
The fire at Woodside park was not as costly
as was at firet reportsd, and will nit be much more than a
fifth of half a million dollars, Devpite th= burning of
most of ths buildings the park hss be=2n in operation all
waak,
R. R. SHROXEK

June 2nd 1917
Dear James, ete

ﬂi

L"l'
-
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Refors beginning the sermon Dr, S les
spoke for quits a while on tiie condition of our country,
purfiﬁul rly about the (drdft) registration to be held on
Tuegday, for these betdesen 21 and 31 years, ur,iné all to do
their duty to suppress the ambition of thes German Tmperor,
who wants to rule the world, He also urged the eomen to =ncourage
their sons and brothers and denouncad those who will fail to
register ag traitors, I am afrain there will be a good deal
of troudle throughout the country on Tuesday, You remember the
draft riots in Yew York during tihe ¢ivil Wwar, The opposition
in those days was by the Democrats(Coppesrheads) we called them.
In this crisis th= Democrats ave in control of the Goverrment
with a not overly strong man at the head of affaire, If there
should happen to be no trouble it will b= more on account of
the loyalty of Republicans than from the good management of
those in control, The conseription this y=ar differs from that
during ILincolnt's time, ILincoln e¢z2lled for so many thousand
men, Then the loyal states had their quota or proportions
given them, This was divided among the counties and cities,
wards, precincts and districts, Then came thz Bounty Associations
and ®junpers® in offorts to fill the gquotas without a draft.
In the Civil War the voluntz2rs us2d4 to say, and som= of thenm
still claim, that drafted men did not make good soldiers, Many
of those whom to I have spoken , or heard of, are opposed not
80 much about goiﬂg into ths ammy, 28 to bninw sent to Burope.
It is a terrible thing Y00k at it as one may, and y=t one owes




a duty to his country and ought to do all h=2 can to preserve ?g\
its honor, whether at hom=2 or aobroad,

June 9th 1947

pear james, et

---= T was happily disappoint=ad in thsere
being no disturbances (at thes draft reglstrations) on Tussday.
ny fear was based on what T read in the newspapers, It proved
groundless as did our frisnd giks grnold's prediction, when
he was a Copparhead, ragarding the homecoming of the man who
were in the Union Army. In his prediction he feared the nen
having lived a soldisrts life so long would upon returning
home be a burden to society; a lot of bums and shiftless
mortals, Wien thiose boble herozs returned homa 2vsary ona I
knaw, quickly resum2d4 their old time voeations,

R. R, SHRONX
Jun= 30th 1917
Pear Jam=g, =t¢

7“he (hronisls publishes this week an article
s and “ans wourth of July, er=ii ting one samuel
Tawson with originating th= sunday Scheool wourth of July
pienie., I do not know who wrate the article, I have heen
under the ispression that the picenic originated with the
old Union sunday School [at the Talls) which met in the @ld
Acadapy. Perhaps the malls got ths idea from manayunk, I
have haard my Mothisr speak of iy father's cleaning up his
eanal hoat and takiag ths sunday sSchool on different occasione
up and down tha rivsr on Torths of July, having extra horses
to makxe the bBoat go fast,

on tha aafe
A

R. Rs SHRONK

July 7th 1917
Dear James, 2tic
w==In 1873 our (funday) School helds its
nienie in Dubring's Woods, on thz weslt sids of the river
seyond the hill on walls road. The Methodistas were at
hamonix,

o

[ ]

R, R. SHROYK

July l4th 1917

volisamen distridbutad hers,during th= pasi
k. blanks for all women ovar 15 years of ags to fill out

weae

for th sonsarvation of food, under the recommendation of
necratary Hoover, ogur girls have eash subsoribed, out if they
atart to economize on th2 guantity or quality of the food they
1ish out to me2, I am inelined to think they will hear a howl,

1 do not rejuire very much but I want it good, It is a knotty
probleie that Pragsiisnt Wilson has undertaken and I hope he
may sueeeed in lessening the heartless graft on the part of
spaculators,

R. R, SHRONK
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Re R+ BHRONIK.

qept, 15th 1917

Dear Jamadg, Rte, ;

-==T 822 that gommen Oouncilman Benham of
tha Palls hss b22n appoint=d Aseistant Recordar of Desds at
a galary of 84,000 a y=ar, A good reward for obsying th=

Rs R. SHRONK

2 aad, sad day herz in Phi .
the country, We ars realizing som=e

: |
)
minds today are occupie<d on thsa grawvs 28 tion of our voys
1

u
going away, Nearly 100 laTt,the Talls, in automobiles, this
morning, to join others in the ward at tlie Polica gstatiom at




J2nd and Hunting Park avenue froa whers
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or general im th Fo ijurinz the civil war, and is one of the
officere paintad in "o therm-1l's p ctu of pattysharg, which T
now think hinge in ths remorial Hall in Pairmount Park,
ma==ATtar church was dismissed I ealled af tie Jome
of Harry Qonover, to g=e how e was doing in hies illbess, and
e ,l__'-_:._.*. to mes ] ‘.;’Jli."’"li' DA "._,:t s
= i P M1 rada s aPTEar = Avir 37 Tnaaa
Wa Yy L1 T Ay, a8y sl lo 5 44 LNe
praakdown several y=ars ago. He was
on one of the Wesi Talls #pushern e
married Bmma Sorbar, ths joungest f
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ald tomorrow and
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ovear ===l have no of any Iiberty sond mass me2etings
baing held in Philadelphua, rn fact it is not mecessary, for
tiiere are taousands of sglicitors, Boy Scouts are uU¢flqb hard
ani the schpol t=2achars have baan foresd into the work, each
toachier b2ing expacted to secure purchasaers to the eredit of
their respactive schools, I took a 359 bond on weekly install-
ments at the Record office and was asked ysstarday to subseribe
for another one, I na2ver thought I would bacome a blosted
bondholder, but one never knows what is Zoing to happen,
~=ww-flle germans s22a to be zaining ground in Russia and are
laying havoe with their U boats on the éeq, and with their
airships over Wngland, Our chursh will comply with President
Tilson'a nroallm:Jl n by observing next sunday as a day of
special prayer for tha suceess of our Army and navy.

weww T hRave aluays Telt sorry that the piamond ftreet ti

| padl it

.,.
ew

gaptis
=87 J

D
churech had to s=2l1 itz property at 3lst & Diamond gtrezts,
baecame sp nuwnerous in that vieinity that otlizr people moved
Away,

R. RBR. GHRONK

oetober 27th 1917
Dear James,

(Re Jama2s R, Swartz approaching wedding) I havs
never b22n accustomad to attendlng waddings and have always
felt that quist weilings 3ars ba2st, Th= onl ce:e”oni=3 I
witnessed were my brothar gwen's, the day ha marris argarst
Binkin; and that of my aunt Jan= Roberits whe beacams xrs. Jesse
Hansaell,

w====The War is coming home here in Tioga, A Tinz young
man, Spsncar Iee, 26 y=ars o0ld, who 2nlisted the day war was
t““l irad, in the foast Def=nse, wis accidentally shot and
killed on Triday night at caps uay.
R. R. Bhronk
Nowv. 3rd 1919
Deaxy JFames, #te,
suniay, (Nov. 4th) was a sorrowful day ab
the Palls, when the sslastad drafted men laft for North Phila
station for gamp meade, T4t do=23 not look like Dr. Sealizol=asg!
pradicztion of the war bz2ing ovsar in thres months will be
trus=,
R. R. SHRORK
Nov, 10th 1917
Dear Jamea, =te
--= T may D=2 1Xken and hope I am, in the
balief tihnt revolution is r in this country. When the
TUuro 'ean war is over ther= wi be a falling off of employment
nd a 11u.p will <o to all industrial »lants. This ill ecsuse
a d¥op in thse hgih 1 :? 364 1l then tnauble, "hﬁ emocratie
tariff will be to bli for gluwnp which was .1‘3‘5"1‘1 1ing to
show itgslf in 1914 wheﬂ tie war began, Should thke slump come,
farmers would have to pay 33 a day for men fTor husking corn or
picking potatoes, Neithier would they get Ligh prices .or their
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sufering under 2 Demoeratic Administration, I sometimes thinl
if this is the sort of deocarey we want to give 4o Turopean
nations that we had better lot thiam alone in their e?otiOn to
monareiny, our nation is a grest one but when it com2s %o
Juzgling with foodstuff and coal we might expeet our gynels
Bamay to £o into the pawnshdp business, TFrom what littls I
read aoout the proec=22dings in Washington T am profoundly puzzled
to Xnow what's what, may the Jord be merciful and help us through
the mor= than thres years that remain of the Administration.
R. 3. SHROFK

Jan, 5th 1918

D=ar James, sto

T had a Zhanxfiza l=a2tter froma Jacob during the
week, in which he gtatad that the coal question wes a gerious
problem in washington, I it is any worse or as bad there as
it is her® 1 pity thae pesple. wortunaiely I had coazl put in
my callaxr i april. I wantad #x a ton of p2a coal to use as
84 bind=r to the ezx acpal and was more than two wesks petting
it at a eost of #8.10. T think I have sufficiant to last me
thieeuzii the montn of vareh by which tims 1 hope wilson and
meAdoo have the tro hls straightensed out,

R, Ry '8,
Jan. 12thh 1918

Dear Jamss,

gince presidant wi contrpl of the
rallroads T make allowanee for renching me 4s
it onca did, while I taink eve 2 t to do all he
can to support thz2 Presidant, 118 are c¢alled upon
to do some thnings thiat are anyih out e: Thargugh the
sovarnmant being in zontrel of the railroa 1ave taken off
a nunber of trains thus reducing ths conveniz=ncas of the
travelers, In many instancasg p=rsons are unabls to get to or
from their places of employpent, The coal question, too, think
of a man having %o jet the approval of a 7=dsral officar

his a ton of ecoal? Wearly every article

charze of some of ur, Wilsont's

fan racgaive
ngre or less in

bafors
food is

agenta, I bouzght z dozan ezzs and a pound of butter yesterday
for 1ich T paid regpasztively 72 and 60 sents, I eat one ezg
a day Tor supper anl have it o 2 ot milk with toast

orand act ordlwu Lo

. S.

R.

Jan. 19th 1918

Dear James iz,

The optician did the work a4 the risk of having
to pay a Tine of 45,000 for working whan pictator wilson's
georetary ssid no work was to De 1oﬂe. ’“iﬂ is the land of the
frael I1f ferasn autoerzey is worse il Wilson's demoerscy
I pity the *wite“'s suhjects Her= weﬂb are in midwinter with

al

all
to lose

the railroads
ipallead

n:arly avar, plant shut
tanglad up and tJuaq ainds of willing

down,
Workars coi

the wages that would hsalp to buy co 1 and high priced estadblas.
wilson should have started fter the coal bareons last spring,
when they kept kaek th=2 usual shipument of coal, ny d=aler

informaed the girls in Ap“~1 that coal would be secaree and high
and advised them to lay in the usual supply. How thankful 1 am




that they did, T gold, yther lastsd so long in the spr
1 7 3 iite a lot of tiie co=2l, We have
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~==Te ars still sufferaing here in pPhiladelphia
from the epal famine, which 1 o not believe has bzen helpad
by th2 Dem “ﬂllﬂlt rati no longer a quastion
of coal tc I havz taksn advahtags
of that f: : b rice will soar to 315
a ton befores tids wintsr is over, I have enough fTortunately
to last me well tharough thks month, dbut I pity thiose who have
not, The laying 0ff of so ma tra; ng on the railrosds put
teavaelars to ok 5 @ and does not s=em to have

relieved

t iec. Dealsrs do not seain to know
what ;.1ne to aak Tor all ki

bought a dozen

ocket and
looked
papars

he X : is

z2 3 ui 7 : t=11
ma at her mother and grandnother told her of hardships
p20ople had to =ndure, Ta“ grandotlier has a largs farm on the
west side of the schuylkill and being a provident women had
-tori§ up the year onfo““ vagetablas, frult and grain, and had
non Ou.h tnxnxnmnxn'nhninxn for hasrsg=slfT dut some to
give to the poor, T hope we are not to have a rapatition of

that swmnsrless y2ar.
~-=Wnat do you th
a ton of coal put in his :

nk of a waptist churel d=acon h
1 c 3 0
1it? But T ecouldntt help 1%

r on sunday morning? Awful,
ordar=d a ton week befors

: 2 1 ?
thinking 7 might have to wat as others have and didn'%t want to
run out . S0 it cams this momning Just as I was getting r=ady
to go to the chursh at the walls, Tt may b2 selfish in getting
the coal, while so many are without any, but I have fartunatesly
enough to las‘t me ithrough Mareh, (Rﬂnder’whnt do you think abou

a

it being s

R?R?837?
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web, 1l6th 1913
Dear James, =te
you before supper time
tions of ths eountry,
xpecting anything

today, owing to t
inegluding tne y ave g z

until it comas, Xmxex The coal problen hare has bean iturned
over to the police, Anyon2 wanting to order & tor of coal must
go %o the naarest polizestation, ordar it from the house
sergzsant, who wkll send a policeman to see if there is any

soal in tis callar., e raports back to the sergeant, who if all




iz well,;
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===1 have often thought pity that pr. Bvans
vmo was a pretty shrewd man, did not ti= up the money hes 121t

to griff, sam and sSadi=, so thsy could use n ; but the
interest, I do not know just how the money disa \’J*" r*rt but g8
told that a gresat deal of it was used to ksep srooks (sadis's

isband) frons being sent to the penitentiary, He and gubburd
r2 involved in som2 ergoked fTinancial trwawa aloﬂ and Abbott
t to his rescue, That Dr. HHorace WVansg [Zay lly reggrded

[

48 A nawphew of tha slder Toector has 1 ur* basn a nystary to
12, 1 naver knew mxnymknnnzmaawmxﬁ,tm of aqriffith ®vans

having mor= than thrse children, the Doctor, murs, Richards and
A -

Mrs, Abbott, Horacze =mith used to na ralation oad:wﬂa}"
the senior and junior doctor was than Uncle ar nepiew,
1 again and get a ten

5

2 us=2d to go Lo the old ™mctor now
- $ i

i0llar bill not to write $he fami 3gory. 0ld griffith was
er=2dited with having two families n the city and th th
at ti1e malls, T’:”"-":’JS oung e I g & chnild of

£ -

gistar, pHary, was
r, HOTAga Tvan
aha laave the walls bafors
:t 4nd neighborholy villag=9?
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it hasg drifted
a 20ple, by the
D or nlsa ; interestzd in
co 101*-, tions than thsy =zrs in the people, This is shown in
t.-*.--:-xr iction on the liguor gquestion in whieh tihie brawers seem
to have goms 01 ietorious. T am afraid ord xitehener'g
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pareh 30th 1913

D2ar Jam=s, ete

-=-=TOMOTrrow, according to the adict issusd at
washi ngton, I.exp2ct as a roai, luyal and #bzadient citizen of
this great and fr=22 repgublis to push nmy watch and clocks one
hour ahead to nh=lp win the war, T thi ﬂk it will b= ag helpful

in saving the war ag the Tishing of =01 gvans! boy in a tub
of water was successful, T admit my profound ignorancs as to
the rclock setting and tnus far have been unable to find any
one to put me wise, Perhaps you may be able, If you are,
kindly let me knowfd thewhys and wherefores, Qne man told me
yegterday n= intends to move ths tube in his thermometer down
a peg or two, so that tien th= temperature rises to 90

degrees in the summer it will only registsr 70 dsgrees and he
will bes able to keep cool, 3From the terrivle slaughter which
has been going on in France for more than a weak, it looks to
me as though Kaiser William still hzs the best of that terrible
game of chess, And that were it not for out getting into the
game he coulg smash =very historic buidding in Burope and I am
a little afasid thz amerisans will rnot be sble the check his
destructive carszer, sometimes I wonder if his claim that god
is with him can be true, In the Pihla mention is made of god
uaing eruel army lsaders to chasten His pzople, Perhaps He

is chastening us and other parte of the world? Where the
Germans get their supplies is to me a mystery, Here in this full
country we are suffering for pure bresd and have to 2at d=ar
knows what for Dbread. '

R, B B
April 6th 1918
ear James, etc,

gt the german Kaiger as
ver comea I lhope ke

¥You are certainly again
ars all other true amaricans, If g“ﬂ“e 2
apd his helpers may be brought to justiece and that sui table
punishment will be given them, Nothing short of death would fill
the bill, While so many horrivle things have been done to wowen
anéd children by the Germans, there ars som2 things they are
chargad with doing that are impossibls, Tor instance, I saw
an acecount in the papers of a woman in Belgium standing at a
steamghip pler weeping, When zskad why shes was orying uL- dr ew
her handlese wrists Trom a #uff and said the germans had cut
off her hand, ®Unla2ss they gave hsr immediate rsurgicsl tregtment
she would have bled to death, Qther s@oriesc have been printszd
about children having theis hands cut off, lost, if not all of
thegsa I bel=zive to bs false, R, R. S.

April 13th 1918

)

Deay James,

Your larg= and highly interesting latter came
this morning dn time for my breakfast. You size uo the
administrstion about right, what son-in-law (Macpdoo) ie

n his own mind doing wonders, The latest I have heard is of
his purpos= o taking a ride, a free ones I presuwme, over the
railroads on the countiry for special observation, He ocught t

begin by taking a trip to wWayne Junction on the Reading , 8o
that hes might be able to explain why such long lines of empty




freight cars has bsen standing on one of the fr=ight tracks for
mora than a week, while the cry is for ears which are n

saded
to ship proﬁ‘ce. (Note by A.C.0, This wae one of th: most
favorits arguments of thae Republicans against Government
ownership of ?11r04i3, at a time when they were & ttepmting to
point out all sort s of inefficiency on the part of the Federal
Pailroad sdministrators, 1In the first place ,11 of the

the great rallroaiﬁo the sountry were built on Federal
subgidies, and in the second place at the time of the World
war, xku all of the wederal admini trators were otpnrlenced
railroad mep of years standing; the particular c¢ne in pPhiladal-
phia having teen brought hare froJ chicagoe, whiceh is a far
greoater railroad csntre than Philadelphia, to stralihten out
the traffic sparle caused by the company managsrs,) There is
a good deal of talk , mwxgximx quietly expressad, owing to its
being unlawful (anothar exaggeration) bto speak against the
Pregsidat the way the Javeznnanﬁ is spanding money down at
Yog Island, (This project was operatzd on a fongrees-pagsed
weoet plus a pereantage® plan and therefore each contractor
xxdxkxx done his best to boost pricaes) where carpenters sare
gsaid to be paid $9 a day with double pay for working on Sun=-
day or gatupday afternoows, I heard of a ezse yesterday, a
laborer wen® down %to the island %o s=2 the work was asked

by 5 man if le were a carpenter, and on Yeing told he knew
no thing avout the trade, sabd "Can you saw a board?® "Yes,
crookedln "mell, =t tools and o to work, Itll givse "-u
$5 a day to start All this lavish expanditure while
averyone is urged to purﬁ?wsa Iiberty Bonds to lhelp Unecle
Sam do2s not seem consistesnt
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R. R. 8.
April 27th 1918

Dear James,
m--=When Funnéveller & Company startsd the Weakly
guide, a 28th Ward paper, in 1885, and mads me editor of it I
propsoed writing the ministers of ths different chiurches to
contribute artiulas, when Wunneviller said "po not do it,
ministers asre too narrow-minded to write newspaper articles,
but like to air their own particulary notions and g2t up
soptroversiesy, so I drdpped the subjeect, Qur beloved David
gpencer, when p=zstor of the Roxborough Baptiet Church, wrote
frequently for the ¢jroniele and got so that he unje:tu,k to
dietate to Mr, Milligan how he ought to run the papsr, That
wag ths heminriﬂ' 0E tl- enmi ty between them that lasied
until Mr., ¥illigan dizd, You remember the trouble Sp=n
nureh =dific=as in Roxborou

overnthe burning 0" tha two o ugh &
an atttempt to durn ths parsonage, Milligan always held that
gpenear knaw more abputnthe fires than he would acknowledge,
but hes genss erough not to say so in print, or he would have

had & suit for 1libel,
-==-=Yeg, the women are now going about growling
about the Tood orders of the government, re-elscted Wilson,
because he "kept us out of wart, Lu“j, like ourselves, did not
¥now that he allowed that slogan to be usad for his re-=lection
while knowing the country would be in the war, In that I give
him eredit for being a shrewd politician. jay the rord lead
him 80 he may get us out of the war with honow to the country.
e=w=During the service an impressive incident
gocurred, Rinkin went up in the pulpit just as the second hymn

7F




wag about to be sung, Dr, Seashioles then announced that Prother
BEdward Auer was pr=s8ant but ecould t remain as he had to
1eave for his . vices were suspended, Auer walk=sd
to the lower 1t form; T, Seasholes came down itud the pulpit
| £
: i

e
pla

grasped the hand unz soldisr and made a brief but
S
0

"}iD

Q*'rlﬂg addres r waich all filed by and shook his han
t] serPices were :esumad. Foux
-2
i

and bid hima g x 8
1s left yestsrday and 21 others will

youngmmen of th

leave toJorrom 1o
-==] hzd ¥ b22n made a member of Falls of

Fellowa and took part in the parads

anniversary, I wore & na2w hlrﬂk gilk

t, both of which were ruined by the dust

turnpike, I was a sorry sis 1t whien I

1 : ggion as it was going east in girard avenge,

That wae my last showing off i"' an Q0dd T=llows pﬁl‘du%, Th: Pnlids

Prezbyberiarns will 32l Eu:j naw pastor, Rey. VWilliam 3B,

Cooke at the Wedneday m=a2ting ., He will assume charge on Sunday

ag regular pastor

hat and a
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R. R, SHRONK.

ray 4th 1918

men, women and children , soldiers and sailors w
in the dfive, pl=ading or sinzing, I wge sorry I 4id no
the wherewithal to respond to each appeal, Tiings, 28 you
say, look a little more hopeful, and I hope that inemrnated
devil of cermany may specdily meat his Waterloo and like
Napoleon be driven into exile or like Haman of old he hanged
on a gallows Tifty cubite high, One @German was arrested on
mTursday night at lO*W and Columbia avenue, for sedition of
apeech, He boaastad that »wthe Kalser is oupfnme and will get
them all, Amsricans 1hﬂlai in, A motor cyoln boll“%waﬂ h=ard
t

-==Xew York would have a great tack to have
surpassed ths slow city of Brotharly love here yasterday i:
the Iiberty Ioan dri"?. 1t has b2en a long time since I have
f21t such a thrill of patriotism as I did mhllﬁ down town
yeeterday aftefnoon, The air seem=2d to be chargad with
patriotiem at many points the xtxmatx along th=s streets
ere angag=d
n a

the statement and placsd ths foolish Dutechman under arrest, He
was handed aver to the Taderal authoritiss yzsterday,

---=-88 I walk=d down %o Ridge and Allegheny avenues
=’+=r the gervice I was impressed with the pazriutﬂﬁf of the
901’3 of ths ¥alls, In many windows are displayed service
f‘l 8, Red Cross emblemsz, and the Third Iiberty Lpnn flags, In
quite a rumber of the homes,the lﬂ:ter was Qu%?Lin+éu at the
Palls Bank, where the clsrks were kept busy until after 10

teclock 1~y: night receiving subscriptions %o the Tibpert
he

8 t
loan, Never since the Johnstown flood have the peodple of the
Falle shown such a united interestas that shown in getting money
to help Uncle sam fight the war,
::. ;11 lﬁo
]-"IIH.)’ llf';L lg.ld
Dear James, ete
-—=Af I was looking through svme of my chureh
ketches on Thursday I cam across a written copy of a little
article our old frisnd, Horace Smith, wrote for the gunday




Mercury, Perhape you will remember the female evangelist,
gallie Wade, a prasztisal nurse, who came to the walle in 1871.
she took a liking to my father and coazed him inio letting

her hsve our old front yard to hold open air services, ﬁe not
only consetted but had mother throw opan the ’*olt room for
e

the choir, ¥ethodists and other particiapnats to sit in, H
also put a flibut of steps, thaet had been used at the Iincoln
and Johnson 1864 mass meeting platform, On ths steps e placed
a streteh of carpet. Ths article may bz interesting so I cody
it: wA sensation was imparted at the falls of Sehiuylkill last
sunday week, In the open air , on the third dxmxxitepxmt front

doorstep héuse of Bfothsr D, gShronk an assemdblage was addressed
by Sister Wade, For the ocassion the epa ware carpeted in
Brussels, The Sister was follow=d by Brotnnr Jack Brooks, The
gobriget of this sweet brother is ®Juaping Jack, of glwgecns
w11, should our Methodist brthern keep up until christumas
their present demensirativen=sss the devil might as well pack

up hie valige,'%w-~gunday Mercury, Movember 12th 1871,

Poor Horace, how he enjoyad a laugh on hl best
friends, He kept away from father for quits a while after the
article was printed,

ee-wTha 01d ®alls was in its glory yesterday
aftarnoon when the Patriotic Citizems' Comni ttee held a
mmons ter parade® in cslebrating the walls %“going over the top¥
in the Third Iiberty Ioan drive, I passed theough the Talls
sn a8 trolley ¢ar on my way hone " from Roxborough and found
the pluce decoratzd with flags, Th=2 affair was a splendid
nucc.va. he methodists' new minister, Rev, 7. A. gacks(

oroanﬂanLﬂrks] prasided over the patiriotic exercises
iﬂ Dobson's Field, Th= P=lls start=d out to raise :50, 000
in the bonc sale and sold twslve times that amount or £600,000
worth, OQur poor little church's quota was $1700, 1t sold wJDOU.
g0 you see we are in the swim, In thinking of "oae ce Smith
T ramamber &n artiele he hsd in the “Tercury a v or so pefore
the one previocusly mentioned, It was about ?ro,uér Joseph shantz
attending the chureh of gt. James the Iess, and liow hie had a
gpl ttoon placed in his pew so he could bite away at solace or
fine eut tobacco during thz service

‘1 k.") i

R. R. 8.

May l8th 1918
Dear James, etc
=~ was glad you show2d yourself to be a good
quitter by stopping writing whan you did, It reminded me of
one of the few instructions givan me by the 0old TFrench artist,
John H, Richard, whsn I went to work for him in 1871 at coloring
the birds of the Pacifiec slope, after my failure ass a siore-
keaper, FBe first day I was with him he said, "uhra:ﬁ, this
is art and no mattsr how much the damand might e for having it
done, just =g soon as you feel tirsd, stop, 1{ you do anytihing
after feeling tired it will b2 work, not art " 1 have often
thousght of that piece of adviee or instructien and wondered
how it would do te anply fto all vocations,
R, B, B.

my 256th 1918
Dear James, ete

w-w-This war has devaloped the fact thut most
men can be blsd and yet live, Thers is a drive on nere this
wesk Tor the War Chest Fund, A house to house canvass is being




/al

made to have the people pledge at lsast one day's pafra month
for n year, The fund is to be divided betwaen the Young Mens!
Christian Association; voung iens' Hzbrew Assowiation- Red

Cross Socliety and the Knights of polunbus, Th=2 latter gs=am
the mors zealous, It is all right for those having a fixed

income or aybig bank i““ouﬁt » out when a fellow is a ﬂQWSEﬂD?r
gspace write, with a day every now and then that bringe a
P@ﬂhj to his coffers, it is no easy :Livg bo be o+*r10+ic, T am

a littls skeptical =a 1 the monay pgo2s, I heard through
a relizble spurce her getting & laave of

O
ot

+ NI 2
L0 wWiel'e a

-
™
- ; -}-‘ - -
work in the Red Cross onejent and is
2 teachin brought her, aAnd yet

a
one ought te do all he can for the comfort of the boys who
nave b=en taken from their homes, perhaps to die in a foreign
lani, Wor why? To settl=d a family quarrel betw=aen the crowned
hazads of Europ At the bre=aking out of the war I =xperiencad
the belief that the beast way to sattle the trouble would be to
turn the erownad heads oguf in a ten acgre lot and l2t them Tight
it out to a8 Tinish, We ars in 12 war and should do all possible
to help thes government =2van though we might not be in the
heartiest accord with 33099 running the Govermaent. the railroads
the coal, and suzar marlet and may bvefor=s pesac=2 comes take
gharse of the marrviage bu?eju by dictating wlio a man or a woman
shiould court, There are 35 youmg men to leave the ®slls on

Monday, It it ke=ps up thare will e none left,
~--=8%t, Bridget's Chiurch is going %o hold a patriotie

demonstration and parade naxt gunday afterncon ir connection

with the unfurling of a servics flag to which our(mBaptis t)

congregation had bsen cordially invited to aﬁfﬁnu, a notice

to that effecthbhaving been read in church this morning, Another

notics stated that in eompliance with President Wilson's pro=

clsmation, & comninity religious service will be held on

Thureday, Memorizal Day, in the Presbyterian church, Rev. "m.

5. Cooke, who was install=d on Thursday evening as pastor, will

preach the sermon,

L

R. R. 8.
June lst 1918

-==S0 you think I am mistaken regarding the war in
Burope? I hope T am , but it i? hard for me %to swallow all tha
comes from Washington, PerhapkPths great national erisis
we _:-u,:ght to all bagome Democrats, I believe in atanding by the
Prasident but some of his subordinates, if they ars esuch,
s2em to be running things to smash, Tli*k of m2n b2ing arrssted
for sedition of speech becsuse they exprass their opinionst

"|

T Linecoln imprisionsd all thos¥ %74ﬂl ad “im.(HQLQrObubly
R. R 8. would have been put in jail if wilson had done the
gamns) '

53 8 L L O}
The Jjails and forts would have ba2n .JL.&[,*:.' ded during the Civil
S

June 8th 1918

--=Y 8gr22 with 2ll you said in your letter about
the germans and think that whole the war ig on that every German
ouvght to b2 closely watchad for too many of them are traltors.
Think of friends flashing lights to the U boate. All euch
caught should o= strung up withoutnesremony instzad of being




out in prison and

29 %%
tese- 1

the conditions of the world, Ixr.

Seanigoles in hias se 4 woan any good come out of tue
war i which we arx 249" and predicted that out of it
would coms & man g2 ' in history. I expzctsd to hear
him say wJesus (Chri named woodrow Wilson, Than I felt
like saying "Bahl" am prajudiced or haven't sufficient
brain to recognize ass of thie man in washing ton, The
war is not y=t over ay last till aftsr Wilson completes
hia second term, wi . a Roosevekt, or soms other able
leader may have charge, B must e careful what I wrife or
say lest I be held ion of sp=22ch and punished, I aops
to live to see the 1zntial election, providing Wilson
o2g not get Congr ind his term indefinitely, to
ga2 gome of the ca ature,

Juns 15th 1918

Daar James, ete

--wWitii the U boats cruising along the Atlantic
cozet and sinking inoffensive ships God only knowe, how or
when the war will end, or how many of our good young men will
hava to saerifice their lives, I am in hopes that the Republicans
of tha countr  will come together before the Novembér eleciion
so ag to elect a Republican Congress so that in case the war
might end thie year something mught be done %o prot=ct this
country, The prasanr t.riff law had clos=2d up 80 many industries
prior to the brazking out of the war in Burope and all the JYroe-
perity of the country now enjoys is owing to the manufacture
of war mhnitions. I am tired of the abominable stuff called
mwar Bread" and hope the day will soon dawn when we ¢an 2O bzck
to bread mads entirely of wheat flour, After this month we are
to do without beaf or have it dealt out by the (Government
dietation, 20 ounces to a family each week, It will not affect
me personally for I have not eaten an ounce of beef for years.
One doctor cut it out of my diet and when the present doctor
who looks after me Basstorad it I found it distasteful,

June 22nd 1918

to ve single? Think of a family

th an allowance of three pounds

is pemocracy with a vengeance and
day., I like things swz2et,
o e AR
e e De
July 6t 1918
Dear James, eftc
ewifore of our boys left this morving for some
mild tery camp, I wonder if we will live to s=22 the end sf the

(5

war? Some are predicting that it will not last througn tne
coming winter; th t it will be impossible for Germany to hold
out, We have h=ard all the=ze oY gimilar predictions before, A
yeaar ago, in his Wednesday evening talks on the Pook of Revel-
ations, Dr. Seasholss showed "beyond ilie shadow of a doubt that
the war would end with the then coming January eccording to

the 42 months of Seripturs, When the ond didn't come , 88 he
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predicted, he sald he waes misunderstood, The only hope I have
of zn early ending is in the »vossibility of our electing a
Republican ConBress in November, I think that would get the
Kaiser to thinking, We will want ﬁEN to run this nation aftesr
the war is over; wilson said a good deal about praparedness
while running for rs-= ectloﬂ Someone ought to preach prapared-
ness for the coming peace to aver* the worst industrial panic
the country has ever k we had an aliemyf parade hars on
the Fourth, but not as re ag the one you had in New York.
I nope they asre all as loyal as they are taken
o}

n
1
a
n

"
own
laras

) to b2, =specizlly
the Germans, I oftzh think f my father , how he used to gquote
from Washington's Farewell Address, "Beware of fToreign
infTluences". It is a good tning to heed the sign seen in the
country "Bewars of the Dog" =ven though ths dog dossnm't bite,
Robart “orison in his talks used to say, "put none but Americans

on guardr, what I'm trying to get at 1s that we shouldnt't
trust the foreigners any more than we navs to,

Tuly 20th 1918
Dear James, etc

-=-=The pegple of this glorious old country are
learning under this superbly wise aduinistration what Liberiy
memas; that it means obedience to any order the Preei dent may
think best t - issue and how to live on a lot of baked punk
callad bread, We gee placards and signs all through the city
"gSave a lcﬁf of bread a week snd help win the warw, QOr vwgave
Meat®, It 2semes to m2 that B9 underfeeding the people heare
would help beat gGermmany, The bread we get haere in Tioga 1is
simplynawful, I do not athempt to =2at it unless it is toasted
and then a emall piece is all T want, We cammot buy f{lour
without buyinb an equal amount of otlier cereals, My daughter
every now and than bakes a "50-50 caka®, wiich is composed of
one nalf wheat and one half rice flour, Whiech is all right, but
would hardly answer for regular fare, I may be getiing impatient
anyhow I am tired of baing told what to doj; what I ghzll et and
I hope the accurssd war will soon bs over, Qur boys are doing
nobly in Trances and T hope no political pull will e made to
check their good work, A vetsran of the Civil War told me
yestarday that he couldn't understand how our men, who a little
mors than a year ago were following thair ra"partiv= vocations
and are now abls to to show the Fraench an! English soldiers
how to fight, They will I think, show pDutech Bill that lhie is
up against a condition such as he never dreamed if vefore many
more moons, I hope thers are emough of our men ovar there %o
X2ep up the drive,

July 23rd 1918

Dear James, ete

-==T hope the weather is cooler over in France
where ourt boys are doing such noble work, I do not think the
Germans exp=cted such a show of bravery and hmpm they may be
only beglnning to Tind cutbt how Amricans zan Tight,

. Rs B



Dear J g8, etc
. Yo B 3 ol + - - - - N 5
-=-= I llave |J 3 from the Palls, I wani oveX
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August 1918
TI&a ames at
Daay James, L.,

~=upfter prayer meeting on Wedneaday night I
¢ la ] ic
1

man, Then his wife replied, "Divil
: it over to me and 1111 put it with
wnich you kpow nothing avout, and wetrll
3 in®, And she did, It was a small
house builfl and onee occupiad by Alexander
diinny got a home instead of going to war,
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governed! Pp am waiting o 1 amb \
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Dear James, 2tc,
wn=]If our men and the otlhier Adliee a0 not
soon succeed in endinz th2 war I do not know walt 11 oacome
of this country. We sea evaeryday, the affect of the draftis that
ave b2en made, in the ty ot b Wi
ext draft to taks m 1

) S | Il \ra Dayon
T the war and what wil
18 40 control ==, W

De2ar T 128, =2 te ' ) "

I Had ¢ this morning to gzet a
pihiotgraph and sketch o yoldier who was killed
in action in yrance, H e an thie aar
partiof thes last year, many lost
tneir Ii'\f' 28 p'_-;" Tumna ﬂi icceount wi 13 wa it tlhia
Kaisre at the Judmien a ieg renortad to ba

losing his Nerve,w--at
william Tord, 1l y=ars

4 P LT . -
pite CRIY'1L & nousaa ol

were in

- iy A ] x T dla
snee, Parrellras father




i3 watchman of the preaisss, He, the warrell boy, took his 106’
father's revelver fron a clos2t and while showing the word
boy how it worked, aceciientally shot him thro ugh the head,
. from which he diad a short time later on the gamaridtan
Hospital, =-<<8ing2t told ms of his regeiving a let ter from
his grandson, who is in tha thick of the fight in Francs, Ie is
a tank man, and told in his letter of seeing the air ships
up in the =2ir, and domds falling all about them, and that he
wAs €0 busy he hardly had time to write, He also spoX=
hi .lf of tha work of the YMcA, I beliave whian the war 1is
OV“F tiat those Who survive will come homs batier men from %the
axparisnce and liseipline,
H. 3‘ gl

Octobar 13th 1918

Dear James, =2tc
T racaived no lettsr from you yasterday, IV
was folwnbus Day. Hecausae he discovered some igland 426 years
ago and begausa thars ars many Tﬁlli?ﬂ voters in this country,
the business-smaching policias of the Jackass adninistration
at washington orderad no mail delivery, with the reosult that no
1attsrs are deliverad from vriday afternoon to vonday morning,
2

i)

wilsorn will want thos2 vobtsrs if he runs for third term. What
only man sinece
e

do you think of his peace parleying? He 1s th ;
- he grucifixion of christ who thi*ks g0 much of himself as
to intimat=s in his talks *a greater Solomon is herev. I navs
»1~|J, £alt a sympathy Tor the undsr dog, bul I nsvar pelizved
wing the whippad dog to dictate terms,

R. R. S'

gatobher 19th 1918

Dear James, =2tc
—wwPniladelphia is working hard towards filling
up its quota of the Tourth Iidbsrty Iean, I think woodrow' g
latter to tthe Tmperial govermment of Germany" had a ehilling
affeoct on the asale of the bonds, I am looking forward with
great interest to

the Hovember elactions hoping that the
Republicans may succ:2(
1.

on

in aleating a majority of the fongrass-
thie war in Rurope is brought io an =nd,
:1. witli the munitions manufacturers

s will bs the zreatest paniec this

men, IT they do no
dod h=alp the Corm
clsong theer mills, ,1
sountty las 2ver known,

= ™ (o]
ive ree »

«=wAdam jfetilnger pas:

Adam If inge 8 :
i+ o'clock lzst XELOODOIRAXXNEEXNX 2vening, He will 22 buried
on Monday afterncop in Mdunt Peacs Cemetery, aftsr a quiet

. gervice at the house, The heslth 'oo;-:r-.‘a prohibi ts publice
funsrals., (On assount of the ~spanish Tnfluanza epidemic)

Re Be Do




Dear Jamss, etc,

wwwTwen ty ﬁi,‘,aar? 2o today, it snow=24d, It
wag the day after Ql=velsndts gecond 2lection, Then came the
yusiness slwnp, when things gzot so bad that a soup kitechen
had to be opened in "mnayunk and the factory hands turn=2d il
dinner pails into au)44 kaettles, (I wonder 1t 0old Bob would
nave thought of Tact that ths afteruwar slwip was stalled
off by wils up-ﬁgguala,;, sors, Marding, Coclidge and Toover
'_1".t11 1930-31, and the ecountry financiasl and industrial insti-.
utions collapsad and the populace electedi a Demperat, Franklin
‘. oaevalt, to save £he nation; and that svery move that
Rogsevelt made was venomhnously oppped by the prudish and

Ty 2 ] ,

hata=anzendasri ng Republiczans, AL
gonrgess will bs choesan,
nepublican carid
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lovemoer 256rd 1918
Dear James, ete
at, Bridgst's prisst, Wather Bermnard gallagher
diad on Thursday. He will b= buried monday morning after thae

Archbisnop absolvasz him,

- r e N 2
Dec, th 1918

- u
ant aurchasinz ro varis florist and plse
rgonally on the ayette, That is the noblsest
3 pne 110 27, )
» ™
-e e -
b +7- o]
pec, l4th 1918

neithey

n 0ld-s8acl 185 his opinion of
ilson'g & wo il 2 intaresiing.
¥ there 15 anythi dagbaded it was ostentabtion,
- ot put my ey=s to any straln trylng
at aceounts the papers have givan of his TrXip.
ad to r=ad hi RATIO g, whieh if you have noticed,
r with sinc Word thnt se=ams to stick in hi
yin, e
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deny that the Republicang,Such as Henry cabot Todge and “’l'
Hiram Johnson had anything to do with the mess that the
world is in)

R. R'S.
Mey 24th 1919

Dear James, etc:
D2a2ith of Robert j2. laye
0

gk, Tanayunk
reporter in Tioga, and of Chsarlss K., 8 er,

atothe wpalls,

R. R. 8.

Desar Jamss, =2tc: May 31lst 1919
-=-Pernape you have lieard of the death of
Frank Morison's wife, Sh= passed away on onday night, after
a long illness, 8hi2 was, you arehaware, the last and youngest
of fic= sisters, Jennie, rary Ann, Zlizaveth, Sarah and gusan
Haerper; all eplendid women, Wnan a young woman Jemnie died;
Mfary Ann was married to Richard Reed; Wlizsbheth to Pergus
Peel; Sarzsh to John Garrett; and Susan to Frank lor ison,

Ro R. S.
June 7th 1619

Desr James, =2tec;
(Re the telephone) I was talking with a friend

a ghort time ago when he said during the gentennial Exposition
he asked the man wjo had easrge of the telephone exhibvit how
far he thought ene person could talk with anotliert over the
phone, Thie demonstrator replied he did not want to exaggerate
but theought they might carry on a conversation over a distance
of two miles, He did not exzaggerate, for tod:sy talks are
made from 3o0ston to San Francisco, ( Note by ACC I wonder
what 0l4d Bob would think of oceanic and transoceanic ses
phone trslks; or of the marvels of short wave radio transmission
with television couming into use?)

w===D0 yOU evar come aceross William Moor= Smith,
who T believe was named after william Yoore Smith who donated
the land in 1816 épntwhich the Qld Academy was erected in 138199

R. R. 8.

Juns 21st 1919
Dear James, =te:

Th= trustees of the old Academy at the Falls
are arranging to celebrate on saturday, July 12th, th=: Ccen=
tennial annivsrsary of th2 building, The anniversary wiil De
on thes 13th, but as the churches are all expectad to take
part, the celebration will be held on the 12th,----The Falls
seems destined to again be without a newspaper as The Forecagt
has suspended publicsation, Th2 Chronicle since it went under
the new management (Northwa2st church Fed=ration) has paid no
attention to the walls ,,which I think is 2 Mistake ===Dr,
Sgervice began practicing at the walls in 1850, My mothert was
hie first patient, snd my sister, Blizabeth, was the first
¢hild he brought into the world, His wife always eallesel lex
wthe Doctor's first babyt.

':Il R. SI




October 4th 1919 ”4’

D=ar James, ete;

30 you saw King Albert of Belgiun and his suitet!
I care little for nobility but I would go # good ways to see
him for the noble stand ha tpook against the germense---Riverside
Mansion, which for yeurs was & den of iniquity, has been torn
down by the Anzrican Bridge gQompany, and the grcunds lesvzled
off for an athletic field for employees of the Pencoyd Iron
Worke, The mansion was built in the early part of the past
century by Peter Robeson, Tor his daughter, whose daughfer
Hrs, George Ninster occupiad it when I was a boy. Her lhwusband
#Ex was the propriefor of the o0ld grafl mill which stood oy
the east side of Ridze avenue on the lower side of the Wissa-
hickon (Qreek, He also ran the saw mill and logwood mill that
were on the upper side of the coreek west of Ridge avenue, I used
to g0 to the logwod mill just befors Waaster, when John gheetz,
the manager of the mill would give me a paper bug filled with
logwood to dye eggs. Hvery Thursday I had to go to the gray
grist mill for a quarter (or 28 pounds) of flour amd didn't
tiiat bag geot heavy vefore I had arrived at my home with it}

R. R. S.

‘ October 1llth 1919
Dear James, ete
--=I was glad you had sn opportunity to do honmor
to Cardinal Werecier, ths Belgian hero,

R. R. B.

Qc toher 25th 1919

Dear James, ete:
-=We are having a grezt time here over labor

trouble and sugar famine, Bverything is soraing in price;
86 cents for a doz=en eggs and 90 cants Tor a pound o¢f buttsr,
I went orn a sugar hunt this morning asnd was fortunate =nough
to secure two pounds at two different stores, The third store
I triad had nons, Pnly one pound is given in any store to each
customar, We will have to wait until next Jfarech a year before
Zgetting rid of the abominable Administration at Washington,

L=

unlzsss the Iord calls the chief Disturber to his reward,

R. R. S.

Novembder 2nd 1919

Dear James:

Wise Wary Schofield as slie enetered tlie church
this morning @ave me the gad news of the deatl yssterday
afternoon of rs, Mlizabaeth Scott, wife of our old friend,
Hugh Scott, siiz was formerly Myse, Dunkerly, end I think her
firzt husband was kill=sd in the givil War, Her maiden name
was Blizabath Wahitaker and her brother, william, l=ft her the
house on Queen Iane, Some2time ago they moved fto Hugh's smaller
house on Haywood street, gh= will be uvuri=d on Jtonday,

j:{. R. B.

Wov, 15th 1919

Dear James, eto,
-==In the letter T received on Vonday you agked




J 3
me to tell you who Judges Arrold's wife was, Her name was ll
Covington, but whether 1lizabeth or Ioulse, I carnot tell.
Both of them were fine looking women, lLalf-gisters of the late
Dr. Service, gn2 married Arnold and the other pr, S8tockton,
Which 1s which I do not know, but think urs, Arnold was Louise.
They had a brother, Jacob, who disappeared about the begirming
of t:e Civil Wwar, The last T h=ard of 1rs, Arnold she was
somewhere in Birginia,

Dec, 6th 1919

Dear Jamess, etc

-~=-=] was gdsd you happ=ned to be at the Union
League on Thursday to receive the sad news of Dr, SeabBholes!
death from Harry Binkin ratiher than through my letters, S0
you had a chat with Jsmes Dobsoh, I layve not met him Tor a
long while, MNr, Bray ask=d that the churel give him a
recommendation and look for anotlier pas tor, He said whiess he
is given better interest he would sever his relations with

the church,

Dee, 13th 1919
Dear James, etc
Hanxry Bentley, ovar 30 ysars smenager of
Dobson's Jills, died this week, Of late years he was in th=
wool business on Front street, Twelve w2eks ago he was run
Qvar by a motor‘ truck at 10th & farket streets, and was
recovaring, only to have a relapse and died,

--=Dr, Christopher wrame, of Roxborough, died on
lionday morning of hesart disease, In 1884, during tlhe Blain=2
and IpogZan campaign, he was a political speaker of note,

-==ifigs Tlizabeth Peltzs died at 11 otelock
last night, Shie was in her 88th year, Mary Peltz (Mrs, Henry
Weland) is the last survivor of their old snd large family.

tn W

g

2

Ay Rl

JANUARY 17th 1920

Dear James, =te,
Pour HMr. Abvott brought about thie improvements
on what was then Falrvbew avenue (lower Ainslie street),

Genaral Thomzs got the best of him, Do you ramember the fight
Thomae hed with John Dobson? It was in 1872 on the eve of

an election. Thomas, a Democrat, was addressing =mneeting

held in the yard ofmgmxxxt Tissot's Hot2l, In ths course of

his remarks Thomas said something that Dobson did not agraee
with, at which Dobson yellsd out: "You are a damned liari"
Thomae, wno was a large man, c2ased speaking and lurched in

the directior of Dobson to attack him, but instead got knocked
down before peacamakers could interefere, Th2 next day a
constable cam=s out from the city with a warrant for Dobsonts
arreat, Somsorne told thes congtabl s that tie man he wanted worked
in simpsont's mMill, wiither he went and arrssted a Johin Dobson,

a machinigt from Manayunk who was himself a Dsemoerat, Not-
withstanding the mistaks the "anayunker was haulad off to the
city and loecked up, I believe before the ermror in the matter
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chiarley Sorber sold him an additional
le., The last heard of Grif was whzn he

olam= his wife
the case.

I dad not
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n book sLore,
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dated January 2lst 1930 was the
n parsonally 0oy Robart Roberts

eyasight,

n until his death in 1921, he
tery to his daughter, Net tie
A.C.C.)
7eb, 8th 1920

Hannah Jounson mentioned in the clipping

n that T have be2en unable to -identify.

a beief artiecle, stat-d tnst she was

huylkill, Jeanuarynéth 1818, out failed
The only Benjmain JounGOﬂ that I have

aNd wWas

a2bout 40 or mor=z years ago

was known zg "ynecle® Bﬂnﬂj Joiirnson and
house in the woods at the end of

was Nancy garrett, After her death her
Hutchison kept housas for him, and ner

<law of ®Wdwin finger, inherit=4 the

1d me of the death of our old frisnd,

Hugh K. Scott, at his home, 176 Haywood street, He will Dbe
buried in Ieveringson Cemetery tomorrow, He diezd of old ags,
following a hesrt attack two wezks ago, His is survied by a
daugh ter, Mrs, William Jones, snd a granidaughter, Blizabeth
Jones, Hn wag an unusually proficient carpenter by trade,
BR. R. B.
Teb, 22nd 1920
Dear Jammes, etc:
M. A, Perris , the flour and feed masrchant of
Ridge avenus and Queen lans, died on Friday after a long

illness,

Neay James

~-=Yyou alse wish

parch 7th 1920

deta of John Dobson's
no record of

ad

the

daath, We was burisd on June 30th 1911, 1 hava
his death and tried to find out from his brother, Jam=s, but
he oouldnt't racall ths dats,-=--=T had & talk with ¥urs, Weiand




WMarecli l4th 1920

JaaT Jamas: ete,

-==Tdid yow Xnow Robert 3., amith, who livad
i

in th= old Henry =ill mansion kﬂ.wn a8 CQarlton? He was buriad
y2stsrday aftarnoon, 'iis drothar, cornelius Suith, died las
|all, Phay had a sister who ;J:ried one of the newhialls, butb
shae diad som2 years ago,

] ™ 2
]':.- N :3.

April 4th 1920

Dear James, eto:

(ra'Tank'mrmmn of Roxborouzh wio was
egponsis 1, for founding ths wissahickon ?aptist
ones, a daughter of gaptain

her of Mre., G. Lloyd Wilson)

"_\‘.. q. ‘:‘l.
April 1llth 1920

De2a pJamag, 2t¢.

--That is you opinion of hsving Herbert
Hoover for the Republizan czaniidiats for Pregidanty? T would
be pl=2ased to Qt‘t-i[ vote for him and would like to know
what you think of ni& P::J? is no doubt ths pr=sent sBig an
in thenbhair would b2 willing to serve his country another
term,

ay 2nd 1920

Dear James, =2tec;

Had I my sigzit I would like to I
on his hike along the Bast River Drive, from Robin Hood
7. I su:pose he is aceguainted witi the 0ld Rowin Hood
rn and it surroundings. Just Below the tavern, at what is
now the entrantz to waicmount park (Dbzlow 4untinzdon street)
wag an 0ld lana known ag wendenhallr's werry road that led to
tie river, ‘ou remzmber manslay's oll rona walk on tliewagt

ide of the wchuylkill at the low =nd of gooksockey, The
lan= , on that side u? Zﬂ* rivar, :an up the hill to ghamounix

and down into what was ﬂ#tt“s Hollow and :.3n*v=“~ely
agross the hollow %o t“ ben n what was afterwards known as
tlie wallg road, the la'fer .dV;-é been oppnad in 1600
-==lfiss #stll2 Re=d is ths aaughter of
Richard reedn and th2 granidaughiter of Mary Ann Harp=r gReed,
.. e 3

ay 23rd 1920

pear James, =2tar --=trs, shger , who, you know, was jos2phine




1o

Porter, is recovering trom a sarious attack of pleurisy, sShe
haa bz2en an invalid for years,

w==Rev. David Spencar [(one time pastor of the
oxborough maptist shurceh) wss born In geistershi re, Englangd,

o0&
h
ot
b
=
0
H

is

"I

Hay 23rd 1839, He came to germantown in 1850, 1
Tharlzs Spencar, was a $22tile manufacturer,

boheg

R. R. B..

vay 30th 1920

i.
vou will find in the phroicle a notice of the death
on may 21lst, of Warry P, 7ills, He was dorn at tha walls 635 y=ars
igo, Yo was engagei in the oil business and for a number of
years had rasided on 12th strest above Telilgh avenue, He was
a brother of Dr. fharles k. Mills, Harry, the last time I saw
uld not t2ll me whether hisg brothner Jim was living or

dead. Ye had gone to Tos Angel=s, (alifeornia, several y-=ars
bafore and had not b2an heard from. A relative of Jintsg first
wife who was An» Root, had told me prior to mesting Harry,
that Jim had died in californila,

—c=m=Thara will b2 a grand ieizos L
1s tnis aftarnoon, A memorial servies for toe
2 war, "here will b= a parada over savaral street
1d wheres the =2xseciszes will b2 he2ld,

ation at thae
he doys of ths
t to Dobson's

Jun= 6th 1920

Dear James, =2ic¢,
On “hursday, my sister, nargaret, of sermantown
buried her husband, c¢harl=s Toung, h2 having died on “fonday,

June 27 th 1920,

Daar Jamss, eftc

#t must lave baen youny wergdollts (Grover
gleveland mergdoll, the draft dodger of 1918) who with a man
namad psota bought the =i fTflin qansion propsariy from Sam
ginvenny in 1853 for $7000 and convartad the old barn into a
brawary, Wy fathasr had sold the proparty (as an agent) to
inperny thie sams y=ar for $3500 and james glark wiio nad ownad
the plaice wis so happy ower the leal th & h2 gave father :50.

i i
pur echurgh and gt? Bridgst's chureh had =sazin O“*ﬂ offer=d &)
prdparty for 53000 and 2a2h had refused tha offe at. :Tliget*s
afterwards secur=d part of the propsriy and Wuilt their churech.
At that time the uifflin property 2xtend2d beyond the morristown
Railroad and includad what was known ag genacxXin's Dan,
L] 3. S!
august lst 1920
Dear Jamas, 2%Lc¢, .

vour letter giving an ascount of the growti of
locomotives wae var, interasting. At the time of the chicago
nxposition they toox the old locomotive "Joln sull® pvar the




‘lq

pennsylvania Railroad, Netti2 and Y spent most of thes day at
Morth Philadelphia station waiting to see it pass, You I =uember,
of course, tae old locomotives mierculas® and "Atlase that used
to be hous=ad on the Raading Railroad at west malls, They were
wood burners and when ths large *pannsylvania® with its four
imaense wh221s on 2ach side, and th: "phoenix®", almost as

largs, took their pl ees and were run by Richard Yahn and john
ajor, peopls thoughnt them wonderful, Iarge as they were

thay weras nothlmz compar=d to the modern loconotives,

Qetober 3rd 1920

gtion at the walls over xelly and

Hear James, =---23 demonstir
as rowing contasgt)aan=s

gostallo (winning 0lyuapi
-w=-28 far as this house 1g conearned thare are

four votas for «arding and th2 wh le Republiean tieket, (after

berating and conde ming wooirow vilson for eight years, wob and

his kin vot=d4 for the despizable and weak kn=ed pardinzg who

wag eontroll: by unserupdlous Harry Daughtarty and Albert

3, Pall, reos:lting in th= Teapot Mome oil seandal and proving

narding to be tas worst Presidant the mation aver had)

Lo 2 Q
Le e Je

poctonexr 10th 1920
Dear Jsmes, =2te:

e==Tt mizat interest you %0 know now I Bacdane
acquaintat with 7ather Pox,kbenfbxainanananznin early pasior
of sk Jrix-e 'a phureh. ﬁnuh vy aftar he cam= to tha Falls I
bought & shot gun and took it out ons day to ftry it.At aeliwool
Tans and Gypsy Lane, a large bird perchad on the topmost
bough of a high tree on Powsrs'npluca, T shood on the upper
siie of the lane, shot at and miaged tlie dird, Then I hzard
"Hal Hal Hal, that was a fine shoti® I looked around somewiiat
igdignant Jﬂ: found the spaakar was the nsw priest, He looked
vert dignified in his long frock coat and high hat, Hde carried,
as he always did, s heavy hiekory eane, T explainad to him that

tii2 gun had just baen pire.aac and it was the first time I
had tried it, ani that T was not surprisad in its not earrying
the ghot Tar =nougza %o kill the bird,

#e said, "That'g a good =xXcusel” and 1 told
him T would reload f:n gun and let him try what he could do
with it, T handi 24 hia the gun and h=2 gave me his cam=, Ve
walked elong gehool fans a short distanse, when a Tom tit 1lit
on a blackbarry bush, T told him ther=xmx was his ghanee, "ok, "

i nphat is too small a birdw, 1 told him ths smaller
17

he saiid, AT
tha targat tie batisr the marksian that sould hit it, xg=e tash
tiis

shot at it, and killead ths bird, T dragzed it out from tLias
briars with ais eane and handed it to him, He said, "Poor
1ittle thing, it was 3 pidy to Xill youl® He %then gaid if I
did not want it he would take it home, 28 =2 was practicing
tha art of a taxidermist, ¥Me put the bird in his pocket, gave
me Lhrc gun, and took back his cans, Froa that time %o his
de t we wars warm frlisnds,

when you asked me to try and get a copy of
the 1ittle book his pradecessor Rev, Jamas cullen had published




on #paptisme 1 asksd hiim if thare wars any of ths bopks ian the
parish library, as I would like to have a copy. ne said h“
did not know, but if thars was one in the prrish he would get
i1t for me, jore than a week later he met my fathiar on the
g treet snd told hia to t211 ue to ¢all st his liouse, he wantad
to se2 ne, Tath=r want hbms and sai t mo**er; wivhat in
thunder do=2g the rcatholic priest want to se= sur sob fTorew
I had som~ =2xplaining %o do when 1 arrivad home. I went to the
prieat's house thal svening and got the book and gave it to
you,

thhe time whan mgr, (hesshire had a courss of lacturas
and 1t was deecides ' to give two tickets to 23ch of tJ pastors
in the neighborhood T asked for two for wather wox, 'le I gave
tham to him he said hs €21t gr=stly honored and while he would
not b2 able to attand the lactures personally he woull be
repregentad by worthy men of his purish,

R« R. B.

Ontodsr 17th 1920

Dear James, <=ta,
~-="123t do you think of gam Riidle, jizzis
Dobsont's husband, and his horse "an-o-war" which won a five
thiousnsnd dollar gold cup ani a purse of §72,000 from the
gcamadiang? pid ;OJ r2ad Jow mr, Riddle when =2 receivad the
cup filled it with watsr and gave ths horse a drink! The pag
say = rafused an o "er of 5400,000 for the 1orse, There is %o
b2 a dinner in the astor ouse in honor of the v;rorj_ wWould
not our 9l ! friend, john nobson, ba tiecklad over having Luch
a horge iIn the Twaily? (Wobe by A, . ¢. E¥®R thougia Joln
Dobson wss known to be 3 horse lover, | doubt whetiisr he would
have RiKk=d to se=2 his deney spant for a racz2 horse, gam Riddle,
of glan Riddle, and his mills were very much on th2 rocks
until yohn disd and 12f% most of hise money to his daughter,)
=—=fiigg Jenny Reed huas disvoed of hexr

L"

dry Zeods Qtorn, wiiich is now oOccupied by a person named mrown
a8 a fTlorist shop. Janny still occupies the dwalling part of
the house, but is zoing to move into anotisr hous= on Qu=en

lana,

gctodbar 31st 1920

Dear James, 2%c.,
I never knew Qtis Wood, but I am glad you
mat him, Tor what you wro%te of the m2eting and his relationsiip

to th= ~“miths awskened in m= nmany pleasant memories, Irthavs
often wondared what liis wifer's full nam=2 was, prasuwaing tie
Wpepe® wag a nisknam=s, I can s2e har with her 1light hair and spit
curls, ler sister sellw, T think, was the pretti=r of the two.
I remember when shs 133% with the acei 'ent on the railroad, and
1T T regollact aright thars was no station on the norristown
rallroad, only an open sh2d on the waat sida of the railroad &

e

balow Nua=2n lane, While | enan remember the

ot resall what year it happenad, ean you?

two girls, with Richard p., ang william m, ware
the children of Penn Juith's second wife, Vou said they were

e
n
short dietan
acgeident | e
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relatives of Aarnoldr's. mrs., Arnold, | beliesve, was twice
marrisd, T know thare was a young woman nam=4d gouzhland
who died at th= sHot%t2l whan 1 wae a schoolboy. I bzli=ve she
was @ half-sister of uik= Arnold, whils I knsw the smith

family 1 4o not evar ramamber s29ing urs, smith, When we nmovad
Lo =ros i street, next door to tha ;zasonic aom_, in 1885, among
th= rssidents of tiae hom=z was an elde“if gentleman nam=d
James Waster, of th= fanily tor wiom mastexr strest was named,
After we movad to Tioga Mr, Master mall d to s=e us and onsce,
in the course of our talk, | happaned to mention tas malls of
gehuylkill, wh=n he =zsked me if T had known Richard penn cmith,
A p::t.iﬁylur frisnd of ais, He then told me that saith had narridd
a sistar of john Kneizel, who at one tima kept tha wallz: jyotel.

e

1ave often wondarad qu“euer mrs,. Arnold and she were sisters.
ee===JOoln R, Scott, a cousin oz the lats yugh K, Scott

and on= of the mkxXxxx pillars of the petwodist chureh, is the

only one o¥r r=2al old friends that | oceasionally see, ue 18

oldar than 1, i3 a widowsr and lives in the lwouse in waich yewis

ashronk lived Ter many years, on the paboratory dropsrty,

-
o
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R. R. S.
January 3rd 1921

Dear Jamas, =te,
3111:3 eltz and his oron.._, pr, Philip

Paltz, did not Xmow of their Aunt rary weiand's desath until

notifisd to r=move har boly tr 0 A warl in the 2ennsysvania

rospital, Thsy sa ; e2 days in loecating the grave
1

aid tney wer=2 tar
of thsir Unele uenry weiand, iﬂ B 2“u..“;,rd at il
pucks countey, Pa. Hhay w$11 bur,; her= baside nim o
vednagday.

= 4
1 town,
n

B R - oS

January 16th 1921
Dsar Jjamesa, 2te;

In reagrils to tha preltz affairs it s=eme to me
to be a mix-up, I was always und=r the ilmpression tiaat tie
family was well-to-40, but not wsalthy, Wlizabath, poer womnan,
practis 1lly disd o starvation, =he would not =2ath duttar,
agza, muat or sugar bagause they ware 89 dear, sni live=d
princiaplly on tozst bread,

The derning ur. shilip wealtz and hig brother

pallas ¢ama Lo sas @ms thay told ms that their runt pary weland
ownad a4 ten-acre lot up in Bucks Adpunty which was thoubh:,
togather with her intsrsst for a year in her sister Blizabeli's
eatata, would mor= taan vay tor lisr \.Aﬂ=f)1 axpanses,

~==At tha echurch pr., saylor is occupying tiae
pulpit, vhy they do not ecall him for: the perman=ani position I
i0 not know.

Foe, 20th 1931

Dear James, ,ete;

Pid you see thie departure, on ga turds;
Rev, Dennis peugharty, sreindishop of philadelphia, when h
salled friow your sity to Home where hes wil] b= mads a




gardinaly mayor moore c¢allsd and congratulatsd him on hils
promotion,

h:l ‘R. SI
Feb, 2A7th 1921

Daar james, =2%te
~--nefore I Tec2ive or s=2nd anothar lattsr wilson
will be an ordinary eitizen, 1 hope Harding will be a succnss.
---You will see by tiu=s ghroniele that the churcch
last sunday, gave a call to pr, asylor,

R? R.5.
Mareh Gth 1921
Dear Jjames, atec,

--=T am glad we ar2 onea mores undar a republicun
administration and that we hava a man in the white nouse who is
abls to cope with any 1ssu=z that may arise, (Poor 0ld =ob, He
didn't live longz =nough t0 see what a mess Harding mads of
things.)

wmmeYol Will notice in the pliroiecls o a nmotice
of tha suddsn d2at- dfest sunday of Samuel Abhott Roardmans Pere
haps you remember hiz mother, sarah soardman, whg was my half
gigtsr, .
«=}iiy nephaw just phon=d me that gr, saylor has acecaptad
and will bzgin his duties 28 pastor at once,

R, BRa B

Tha last l=2tter sizrad by R, R, 8., was s2nt on April 3rd
1921,

April 19th 1921

My Dear Mr., gswartz,

I want to tell you how deeply my sisters and
T appraciated the n2aatiful tridbute you paid father last Tuesday.
We hope the exertion of roming on from pew York to tihe service
did not retard your xmmmmXx racivery from your reesnt illn=ss.

I am =2n2losging a lstitar recsived from pr, Mills and which 1
thought wouli int=rest you, I am =20 sorry his sight has failed .
TWO years ago whsn at th=2 0ld aeademy celebmmtion, he fold
fathier he had ths last zlassss that would h=2lp his sigat,

I also s2nd you the notice of tiie funeral
gervica, from Wednaslay'g podger, In tha edjitorinl in last we=kt's
ghronizla tiiere ars Ltwo srrors., I shall not mantion theam to the
editors but want to t211 than to yog. Pather 4id not telephone
the papesrs on wednz2siday nignt, T did it at his dictation, At
10,30 o'ecloeck { had finished snd ha said gzoodnight to me, 2
half hour latar he was taken with a chill, and whil2 unconscious
all day Thursday did not 1l+ave us untill 6 or'clock in the
evaning whan h=2 simpl, fell aslesp, It is so hard to taks up
thie threads of 1life agzain,

wizanalfr you faal able Lo write us we would ba
vary glad to lear fro you and 1f st any tims when 4in th2 eity
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ﬁf‘ - James Dobson Takes Hold
_ Mr. Jas. Dobson, of the firm of
John and Jas, Dobson, Falls of Schuyl-
kill, took hold of Schofield’s Ecortomy
Mi_lin last Monday morniog and will be
most likely to run the establishment
for the good of all concerned. If the
umpIOfm_know on which side their
bread Is buttered they will co operate
heartily to meke the enterprisea
profitable one both to themselves avd
their employer. The favt gave great
B: leasure Lo our storekeepers when it
beeame known.
 Last evening Mr. Dobson delivered
an address on “*Money” 1o the mem-
bers %t uge Twenty-firat Ward Repab-
Ciah, ;

y .

—Mr. William Dobson gave a par

on Monday evening in honor of his
daughter Anw’s birthday. The resi-
dence on Scotl’s lane wae one of the
bappiest for the time the Falls has'
ever known. Lotaof young ladies and
gentlemen were present and games of
varions kinds were played. There was
lenty of music and the tables were
oaded with refreshmenta, to which

full justice was paid. The “birthday”

came on Sunday bat the party a day -

later. When the party broke up every-
body felt ss though it was too long to

walt for a full year fo pass beforea

similar gathering can be held,

5
] J

MRS JAS. DOBSON
§7 YEARS OF AGB

|
On Tuesday, March 22, Mrs. Jamsq
Dobson, widow of the lute carpet
manufacturer of the Fulls of Sclm'yl-".k
| kill, will celebrate her 87th blﬂ.hda.y.']
|| The role that Mrs, Dobson has
iplayed in the development of “the
Falls” i{s no less shining than that of
[ ber receemtly deceased husband.
While of a most retiving pature,
thid lady has beem back of practic-
ally all public movements of a
charitable and churchly characier, |
in the neighberhood in which she has |
so Jong resided.
in the greatest of life's vocations
—motherhood—Mre. James Dobsgon
stands among the leaders. There may
be times when the kindly old lady |
will look back through the long span |
of years and remember with pride

..’J'L!‘,}"*,

DOBSON |

|| strong.

| the meritorious achievements of har

srandehildren, with roecollections, |
400, of the hours of anxiety thal she
rassed. through during the {liness or
misfortune of any member of her|’
household or any of the other thous
and and one cares that come ¢o
every mother, no matter what their
staticn in the early scheme of things.

Mrs. Dobson, as Mary Ann Scho-
field, married James Dobson in 1862
and is the mother of five daughters,
all of whom are etill living in orl
near thaelr old home, All of them
are well known rs gocial leaders in
Philadelphia, as Mrs. Bessie Dobson
Altemus Hastman, Mra. Thomas .J,
Jeffries, Mrs, Rifhard Norris, Mrs,
Johmy C. Norris and Mrs, Arthur
Spencer.

Mr, and Mrs. James Dobson start-|
«d housekeeping in a little house on:
Mill Creek and later moved to the;
| building which still stands at the
|routheast corner of Wissahickon |
drive and Ridge avemue. When Mrs.
Dobson was In her ihirty-second
year, the house Im which she now
lives—known as Bella Vista—was
bullt at Henry and Abbotsford ave-
nnes. At that time it was situated
on & hill, overlooking the town and
surrounded by woods and fields, The

Imigband, of her childrén and herf '

T o —

woods and flelds are fast disappear
ing with the grading of new streets
around the old mansion. -
The many friends and admirers of
Mrs Dobson wish her the contin-
(wance of health and happiness on
‘this anniversary of her binth. J

! [
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Mills and Hills

The Bradford-Dobson Mills, situated
AL Stenton avenne and Godirey street,
were an important factor in the growth
of this Iocality. We helieve the first nwne
er was “Honest” John Bardsley, When
running full they cuployed a large num-
ber of people in their spinning And eloth
weaving  depirtments. There are seversl
ether smailer mills on Townsend FIII,

The Bradford-Dobson mills stang on
what was the north bank of old Milll
ereek. on part of the former site of Fore.
paugh's winter guarters. Here was the
winter home of Jumbo, the lafzest ele-
phant in captivity, and a whle heed ot
others. Then there were the camels angl
pther animals, which caused us kids fo
grip cach other's hands as the “hig:
things' would pass us on the street, {

BVe lLave mentione) seversl villnges
loeated om Townsend Hill moxt of them
belng on the pike. Jusy above the sitel
of Germantown’s first mill an the old |
Redman's traily opposite the old toem- |
inal of Limekiln pike, s the very e
ieng villuge of Fenian IHIL Why it la'i
eilled- Fenian 11l we know nol. We |
know that in ages past the gromnd e
which il is built was owned by Mr. Ari-
but that  does not  explain
its name, We know it adjeined Butler
Pluce the home of the Butlers and Wis-_
ters, but we see mo counection betwoen
Butler Place and Fenisn Hill. We know
that the descendunts of John Muctell (he
First, cluim thay their illustriods sire
“lit the first fire™ on the hill, that fine
hogs were raised here, that the hillsides |
overlooking Harper's and Tomlinsen's
mill-dams were covered with gonts; that
there were two taverns, around which
Ml kinds of secraps took mlace, but |
mone of these things expliin the neme
Feninpn Hil, * -

Cun it be beeause it had the only aus
thenticated ghost of a yellow eat with
green eyes, that owould sip on t_.ablel
close to the bed of one of the leading
ladies of the Lill and pat her cheeks and
lipg, while all doors and windows were
cloged, that the name was given fo the |
pluce? Is a ghost a Fenian? Bul we have
failed to discover that the place wis cnll-
el by any other name (han “"‘4
ian Hill. Will some one rise up and tell
& waiting world “Why is Fenian, Hill |

Near the newer terminal of the p.lkq('
is another settlement known as Goat Hill,
It is opposite the House of prayer, |
the North Star Hotel was its capitali
when these notes were made, Bpace for-
bids us to dwell upon the romances tllat’f
had their origin on its perfect deginage
system, The system reminded oneotopenF
plutibing. It was visible to the naked eye,

It obtained its nazme in this wise, A
boy resident was asked by his teacher
to give” an original declamation before
the class and he did by using a personal |
and local incident as his text: “On m-.‘

| der beantiful bill, me faither fosds his |

flock of goats. One night as faither and
meself were doing owr usual work we |
were set upon by a band of Fenian IHll |
Comanches. Me faither was ould, stiil
he was boldhearted. Ho ran awny, But |

T, being brave, strong and lllrtuthi?u_-rf.'e(l;'l

I ran after him” Sinee (hen the e
| his heen eadled Gout Hill l
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| BECTION SURVEY OF 1850: ROXBOROUGH TOWNSHIP TIME RAILR SECTION SURVEY OF 1681 Py |
| The western 200 acres of the 500 acre tract at the J P R QAL YuADROR Section of Molmes' Map of Phil-
i h of the Wissahickon Creek. Note the position of the Robeson's Grist Mill, 1686-89. Showing the Philadelphia, Ger- adelphia county in 1681-1688, giving the |

doubts. “William Penn, by the grace of God and mantown Norristown railroad b b in 1834 Th s el urchasers of land |
. g e et g g md ridge, huilt 34 e first names of the eleven p of land
‘Turner, on “the 20ith day of the st month,"” 1683, 3

eomotive passed over this bridge October 20th, 1834, running from in Roxborough Township. Roberi Tur-
8th and Green streets, to Manayunk, The passengers, out on the upper Derd) JYSRS ViaaU AR Jowse: e m“’ ¥

—rr—

annual rental of one shilling a year for each 100 ENE DL S tended consid below  the Wissa-
mac Park decks of the cars, are probably viewing what Baedeker aptly termed  hickon o:rne&frwl'l’"he four thm .
“the miniature Alpine gorge of the Wissahickon." mills were on the Vicaris tract, ’_ ;
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EARLY noxson@%n

PETER aomox
Thomas Sully’s painting of Peter Rubeson, 1748-1833, and also the |
“Orag,” on Robeson's Knoll, Sumae Park. This is a great loose Imnlder,,g
| weighing many tons, stlnmﬁnguﬁﬂwrmmthemrthm ap-
pmnhlothe City avenue bridge, along the East River Drive,

The Robeson And Vanderen
Mills of Tke .'-as'_f'j_,hzckon

Interesting Tale to Be Found m-illstory o:! Ancient Indus-

trial Venture nt Moulh Pf H.tch-s oried Stream
I i e "'u"‘""--
By JAMES ¥. MAGEE, JR. m
wafac Park, a 500 acve tract Qg.]mg to build mills hnd 1rhprw& \Fha1 .

property.

Richard Townsend embarlmd for
Pennsylvania in the “Weluome"'
with William. Penn, and shted that,

[land, was the southern parl of the
-e_-le\ren divisions of land granted vo
{the first seftlers of Roxborough
| towmship,

| Peni: conveyed to him one share

! 1694, he, his wife and son Samuel,
| Burying Grounds av 3rd and Arch

|and vhe mills to his cousin, Andrew

(2nd, but the Cour, decided thal

W an Er with wife,

and nephew Andrew,

2nd, am.ved In West New Jersey in|
1676; in this m year Willlam

- Fights in West
Jersey. He Is menﬁﬂned in the
deed as “late of London, Merchant,
nowds'ng 1 I‘relan

“First Coun _'Pmpnetors of Wesl
Jersey” in 1887,

On June 15th, 1685, he purehmd
from Thomas Rudyard 5000 acres
of land in Pennsylvania, and in
1690 he removed to Philadelphia.
and in 1693 beeame a member of
the Governor’s Council,

In 1681 Robert Turner sold to

|Robeson and Baunders the réemain-

ing 449%% acres of Sumac Park. |
Andrew Robeson, Sr, died in

were all buried in - the Friends’

streets, allhough they were not
Friends.

In 1696, Samuel Robeson, execu-
tor, sold his half interest in the
200 acres of western Sumac Park,

Robeson, 2nd, The 300 acres of
the egstern section were sold fof
Joseph and Benjamin  Morgat.|
In 1703, Sara Saunders, widow,|
wished to sell her half interest in
the 200 acres and mills to Andrew,

the 8 acres al the mouth of thel
Wissahickon could not be divided,
80 she retained her half interest in
the 8 acres but =0ld another 06
Acres to Andrew, 2nd. At this date|

he brought with him the mqterxa!
for a grist mill all veady to m&-,;
also the mill stones.

The grist mill, saw mill and
dwelling were erected between 1686
and 1689 as they are mentioned in
a deed of 1689 when the new own-
ers sold a third hterest in the,,mﬂ!&
and land to John Tysack, a

glass maker, of Longdon.
{  The grist mill with three pairs of
stones under one roof was 1o Lhe
south of the Wissahickon (marked
Flour Mill on accompanying map)
s M and the saw mill on the north. In

| 1690 and 81, the several pariners
sold the two mills and land <o
Andrew Robeson, Sr., of West New,
‘and Charles Saunders, a|

As the Robeson family for over
one hundred and fifty years owned

| Robert Turner, a Quaker, nnbwé
'of Cambridge, England, later “a
'Linen Draper,” of Belfast, wes
lw-lth William Penn and others, one
'of the Proprievors of the Provines
of East New Jersey, February 1si;

1681-2,
“william Penn by ye graee

..

| mentioned as “The Wmsahjckan

t.— Er—— =

the Corn Mill and Saw Mill were

Mills
Of the @enty-ﬁve Colonial milis

(famous mill built on the above
mentioned 8 acres of land av the
junction of the Schuylkill River
and Wissah.lckm Creek.

Grist and Bomng Mi.ll. but heim't
1748, it was known as “the Roxboro
MillL" From 1703 untu 1748, the 8

N e i e e

| Charles Saunders. The mm is ﬁrat

mentioned in the will of William "

|$wndmml‘133 “amm—'

m‘..s




Canoe Club. “A ‘certain
Carn, or Grist Mill, (be g b
mills with two palrs o stones unde
one roof) sometimes called Wissa
(hickon Mills now Roxboro Mill
Which 8 acres of land, with consent,
of former owner, was left for
‘necessary use of the sald mills,
ing Mills, buildings and improye-
ments, thereon erecred, dam banks,
water courses, mill race to said
mills, also a half acre on the west
side of fhe Dam of said mills, to
take away enough sand and rock
to repair the sald mill dam or
dams,"

leading into the hidden valley of
rock formed a natural dam just
above Ridge avenue. A mill race
‘over 500 feet long carried the waler
from the dam through the mill and
‘emptied into the Wissahickon near
the Sehuylkill river,

The part of the mill that con-
tained the water wheel is now a
large cellar-like stone room under
the first floor of the Canoe-Club,
Even in the last feéw years the
waters of the Wissahickon have
risen above the top of the wheel
reom. From the Club House porch
at low water, can be seen a stone
in the middle of the creek marked
with a circle. Tradition states thav

Indians to indleate that fishing
was very good in this locality.

In 1755, John Vanderen pur-
chased the mill and 8 acres.

A. 0. Chadwick, Jr, editor of
the Suburban Press, and historian
of The Wissahickon Valley His-
torical Sociely, says:

“There is & legend of vhe Revolu-
tion connected with this Ml
Doane and his seven brothers, the
outlaws who terriorized the inhabi-
tants of Philadelphia and Mont-
gomery County by thelr despreda-
tions, were said to have used the
old building as a rendezvous.”

_ And verses, penned by the same

“writer, go on to say: '

Q ,'!-;‘ i e ' 4 AR ;
“COLONY CASTLE"

| “Revelers gather within the

W .
| __Of a structure old in years,
Which once vibrated with toil-
l some sounds, _
And the crunch of meshing

For the waters, that pass its
aged doors,
| Were harnessed to drive the
\ wheels,
" For a miller, who ground the
garnered grain, |
Or & wright with his vensiled
steels,

“An ancient heap of stones, “is
true

‘Bub romantic tales are told,
Of events, enacted inslde. its

m i =

| At this time there was no road
| the Wissahickon; a great mass of

this stone was so marked by the)

‘planned
To make

~ bors fear '
The Doane Boys outlaw band.

“"And sometime later, the fish-

ermen, t
Of the Stave In Schuylkill
Club, ¢
Assembled under its fabled
roof,

And made the pile their hubs

And epicures, ‘round the fes-
tive board,-

Were wont to eat their fill,

Of fish, and fowl, and viands |
rare,

In the old and vine-clad mill,

| “Though many years have ruf -

their course,

It stands as though ‘twas
hew,

In use by water-loving youths !

Who ply the light canoce,

Where Wissahlekon's spring-
fed stream,

Joins with the Schuylkill's
flow,

Old Colony Casile conguers
Time,

While mortals come and go.”

Mr. Chadwick states that this
Mill was vhe firsi cut nafl factory
in America, and also later the rolls
ing mill of Amos Jones. In the
Survey of 1850, it Is called a Log-
wood Mill, |

In 1869, the Mill and 8 acres were
purchased by the city and is now
part of TFairmount Park. From
1877 to 1887, vhe famous “State in
Schuylkill" founded in 1732, occu-
pied the bullding before moving to
its present guarters at Andalusia,
on the Delaware River, {

Now Iet us return Yo the Robeson
Grist and Sww Mills on Ridge aves
nue, .

Andrew Robeson, 2nd, (1654-1719)
married in 1685 Mary Spencer, She
is buried In Gloria Dei (Old

Swedes) Church yard, Philadel-
phia. He was Judge of Gloucester
‘County, West Jersey, in 1692, and

|Chief Justice of Pennsylvania
from 1653 to 1699. Arter 1702 he

lived near the mills ar Sumac
Park, where he brought wup his,
‘sleven children. b B
- He was a large land owner, pur-
thasing over 100 acres at the Falls
(&l Schuylkill, Later, on this land
was bullt the home of Dr. William
Smith, the first provost of the
University of Pennsylvania; Fort
86, David's Fishing Club; Powers
and Weightinan's Chemical plant,
and John and James Dobson's
mills,

In 1714, he purchased 1500 acres
of iron ore land near Reading, in
Berks Counly, His daughter, Mag-

dalena, married Thomas Potis, and |
Andrew and his son-in-law helped
to promote the newly developed
ron industry in that region. His
son, Andrew, drd, remained in Rox-
. and continued the busi-
the Wissahickon Mills,

2} following nn old Indian path-
w‘ .1 i 1
L Andrew, 2nd, willed his Sumael
Park lands and the mills of the
Roxboro Milling and Bolting Com-
p%g to his eldest son, Andrew drd,
(1686-1740.) 'The lafter married
Magdalen Rudman the daughter of
|the Rey. Andrew Rudman the'

| first minister of Swedes' Gloria Dej
[Chureh, 3

{ The heirs of Andrew 3rd, in 1752,
sold the Wissahickon Grist Mill
agd Saw Mills, also the Roxboro
M 16 Henry SHellenburg, In
1735, John Vanderen bought the
‘thres mills and added considerable
adjoining property to this esvate.
Before 1772, Nicholas Rittenhouse
o :"%i\o,‘wne_ d Jol mﬁg“"f‘;[_'h'e' B¢
- fits m w £,
| 1783, ‘Rittenhousce sold m}i?f §
to  Vanderen—37 acres,

Interesy
corn or grist mill, bolting mills,|
miil dam, ete. This mill was on
the original Sumae Park tract, and
Stood on the site of the Maple
iSprings Hotel, in 1794, Michael
Rittenhouse being the sole owner.

An important engagement be-
iween the American and Hessian
troops took place at the Ridge aye-
nue bridge and Vanderen Mills
during the battle of Germantown,
on October 4th, 1777,

Cuprain Ewald, of the Hesa:an|
lorees, gave the folowing account
6f the engagement, “The alarm of
Washington's approach having been
given a baftalion of the Geérman
Jagers was hurrled to the bridge
over the Wissahickon. The Jager’
Corps was attacked by 4,000 men
vith four 6 pounders,. ({Genearal
Tmsirong’s account states they

but 1500 men and two fleld
pieces). :
| “Bo the Corps was foreed to leave |
the bridge, but took position on thel
hill opposite and defended this post|
with ils rifles against the repeated
attempts of the enemy to force it
The enémies’ four cannon played
‘eonstantly on the Jagers, while our
3-pounders could not ‘reach the
enemy. Meantime the firing became |
|Beneral and very strong on  thel
‘right wing, until about nine o'clock
‘when Lieutenant General Enyp-|
hausen sent us word that the
enemy's lefy wing was beaven,
Hereupon, Lieut, Colonel Von
Wurmb attacked the bridge again
and drove fhe enemy both from
there and from the opposite heighus
under a4 heavy fire. As the attack
had to be made through a long de-
flle, the enemy had time 1o retire.”
(Note position of the Hessian re-
doubts in the survey of 1850). The
’-mm!s were considered of great value

by the British army, and vhat their
right wing was around the Lukens’

[their left on the hills ahove Van-
jarews' mill, i5 a  coincidence, for

both had been built by Richard
‘Townsend about, 1686,
| Before 1786 John Vanderen was




X ( bject to Pmm'

are’s r:t::me s:E:ext!jl.t(’:e:d to 2000
T The land included the
western part of Sumac Park, Falls
fof Sehuylkill in Northern Liberties,
*magmm across ihe river in

‘Lower Mzzlun townsh:p oc Mont-
gomery County,

Peter and Jonathan were the'

great grand sons of Andrew Robe-
son, 2nd. In 1765, The Duke de la
Rochefoucalt, L&Enmt a French-
inqm. and Caleb Lownes, a brother-

back from  Philadelphia
b,hmugh Ridge road lo Norristown,
They were entértained at the Robe-
son Mansion and in his diary the
‘Duke glves the first accouny we
'have of the falls of the Wissahick-
Lon, as it was before 1826 when a
'great mass of yock was removed,
‘whae the Reading Rallroad Bridge
| now crosses the Creek. The diary

“The Wissahickon flows between
{hills which arc high and covered
with weod. A fine waverfall of
about 7 or 8 feet, and as broad as
the bed of the rivulel, supplies
Robeson’s Mill with more water
than would be required for running
many more mills,

- "m hanlu_nt tﬁm Rivulta bear 3
-. ok meanders in  the most
: mdm mrmsagrmﬁyet
prospeet, which eatches and
w the eye, and disposes Lhe|
mhm to pensive reflection.

“Rebeson’s Estate consists of 250
acres! four oxen and two horses do
theworkoitha farm. He is a
kaw miller, |
~ “The water from the Wissahickon
turns twenty-five other mills before
L reaches Robeson’s. The mill has
thm separate mills, two for manu-

~and one for the public.
Hemsywlyﬁmmmmam
bushels of corn, which is procured
rmn'r Virginla and New York and
i1l hold 10,000 bushels of corn.
are ooutiuuaualy employ-

wﬁe working.’
. The water that ran the mill was
carried by a mill race that ran

w of Peter Robeson, set out on

5
| lived mvarton" tmﬂl 1845 and

; waﬁien cloth for the sn&dlers of the

smooth open fleld, along whnsi!
sides the river walers, after receiv-
ing this child of the mountains into
their bosom, wound deep and b.rixhﬁ
and still, the whole radiant with
the softest light I ever beheld,
formed a most enchanting and
serene subject of contemplation®,

The bridge she deseribes must
have been the Ridge avenue bridge
as the railroad bridee was not com-'
menced until 1833, and the dam
was not the artificial one we see
teday.

Feter Robeson’s brother,
than, and his father, Jonathan
Robeson, were all members of
Friends' Meeting. Upon the death
of Jonathan, his brother, Peter,
purchased his half-interest in mills
and lands,

In the early 1800's, Peter Robeson
bmltandgavammsm Andrew,
4th, as a wedding pmnent ".'mlvér—
ton” a double dwelling with large:
central hall, surrounded with un-
usually fine trees. Tt was. armr-n
wards known as the Riverside Man-}
sion, a g%roltc hostelry.

beson  married, first,
Marthu Livezey, daughter of Thom-
as Livezey, of “Glen Fern", now the
home of the Valley Green Canoe
Ciub; second, Elizabeth Heath, also
of the Livezey family, she was an
ﬁe preacher in the Friends' Mect-

Pefer Robeson died November
9th, 1833, and willed his mills and
land to his sons, Andreéw, 4th, and
Jonpathan.

Andrew Robeson, 4Lh, seftled in
New Bedford, Mass, and was @
manufacturer of cotton poods and
connected with the whaling indus-
iry. His sister, Catharine, married
Dr. John Maam a slster Sarah
married Joseph Lee; and his Aunt
Margaret married Caleb Lownes;
and the daughter of the Lea's mar-

Jongi-

the Ministers until 1880, Atter the
death of Peter, the Lownes lived in
the Robeson Mansion,

Abbut 1834 one of the relatives
of Peter Robeson made & black and

white sketeh from the Montgomery
cntm ; side of the Schuylkill, of

appmnch and wooden bridge of the
Fhiladelphia, Germantown and
Norristown R. R, To the left Is
shown Milverton, with seven of the
Lea children on the porch. \

August 13, 1862, the Robeson|
Mill was deshmyed by fire, At the
time it was owned by Andréw, 4th,
and rented to John and James
Dobson, who were making blue

|ab0ve the surface

In closing let us ﬁeier agstin ﬁb
the glories of the Robeson Mansion
and the superbly designld railroad|
hridge,

It is very probable that a dwell-
ing was erected on the site of the
present Robeson Mansion, as early |
ag 1689—g deed of that year men-
tions a building, grist mill and saw
mill. A dwelling is again mentici-
ed in deeds of 1708 and 1733, Scull
and Heaps map of 1750 give the
position of the dwelling just below
the Robeson Mill. The house is
also mentioned in many other
decds down to the present time,

Another descendant of Peter
Robeson dréw & black and white
sketch in about 1834 of the Grist
Mill and Robeson Mansion;
front of t.he dmllmg passin

ve\'%‘-‘d . :
fhetorth i
over one 1 fitly ¥
many of the Robm{m fa.mﬂ wem
porn, lived, and died in the old
homestead.

In the early 1870's, Mr. and Mus.
James Dobson resided there. Iv
was allerward sold and conducted
as The Highbridge Hotel, and Is
now known as Barnett's Gardens,
The dwelling has been greatly add-
‘ed to and modernized, but the third
story and hipped roof are the same
as it appeared in the sketch of jmit

0 yeRssage: . - 0 - SRl

The Philadelphia, Germantown
and Normgwown Railroad Bridge
over the Wissahickon, was eon-
tracted for Seplember 25th, 1833,
The first bridge was completed i
October 1834, Regular ‘traffic m'
Manayunk began October 20, 1834,
The first locomotive and passenger
¢ars started from 9th and Gueen
HITEELS, “2H
The account of the first trlp,.gs'
]rela.l‘.ed in the Germantown Tale«
gragh m“asi ml};m

“Ours enm. approached mﬂ&
| magnificent ure. ﬂm: me
Wissahickm b

the firm and aubahntm mm
which it appears to be buill is m-—
tainly an extraordinary

|Ing; and has been accomplished i

% manner which has given entite,

| satisfaction to the Railroad Com-

pany. Height is :fhom 70 feét
the waler,
and leagth 473 feel, and cost 'n‘ft
construction ahbout s:m.ooa_"
The bridge was of with
trellis work frames on ‘Qhe side.
reagl.i?g on slone piers, )
ract from Annual Repn
vember ls!. 1842: I
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