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"'ear James, 

1804 Tioga Street , Phil3delphia . 
Hay 13th 1904 . 

Hany thftl1ks for your kind letter of the 6th 
and t . e great favor of firancial PiQ. I have been in a 
sort of stupor for more than a week. owin~ to the str~U.n 
and worriment . Tlii ngs are a little bz:igiJt.er \-:itlt r:1e than 
when I last ~rote. I started work again on the Ledger on 
Sunday , and while the position is not s.s 1 t once was it 
is better than Jeing idle. I was very sorry to leurn of 
the trouble you h3ve had and hope the end may be near . I 
know of none \''ho:, I think more de a ervin{! of pro sp eri ty 
and peace ther yourse l f . All throue~ the fifty years I 
have knovm you , you have been d helper of others . 

In our hone we are very sad . yet rejoicing in 
our sorrow•; over the peaceful departure of the l oVGO. one. 
Dr . Stidham was with us as much as possible and grently 
com for ted us. 

Dear James , 

Thankin g you again for your kindness, I am 
Sincerely yours . 

R . R . Shronk. 

1804 Tioga street, July 20th 1904 . 

Your letter , received yesterday, show that 
you appreciated the Fairmount Park article I wrote for 
The Chronicle. The trip took throug.: the park that 
Sa turda.f ~fternoon '· 15 1ore work than pleasure . I hnd 
called up the Ledger on the telephone to report my being 
on duty . The City Editor requested me to go to Belmont 
ltansion to report the Cobb family re- union. It was easy 
getting to the mane ion, but to find the ·.::obb fami 1y was 
more of a task than I had expecte; . Park Guards could ' 
give me no information, so I hrd to st~rt on what proved 
Cl :J_ ong and tiresor::e seGrch. I think I tramped more than 
two miles over hills , through ravines and across fields, 
before I found the party, pot more than a hundred yards 
f .,om where I hnd started. The Cobb far.:ily are the des­
cendants of Paul and Pri~cilla Cobb, who came to t~~s 
cou.'1 try eal'lY ir.. the 18tl. century and settled i n !~ew 
Jersey . 

:'rom wh·• t I could learn at the re- union the 
fmnily is one of the old Jersey stock; a quiet people 
who hang their greatness on their being so olc'l . They 
hcve as historian a ew Yo:-k wor.1an, who knows very J.i ttl e 
about the family affairs back of the present generation. 
It is merely a yearly gathering and t:1ey h~1ve , epc:. year, 
a j &lly good ti!!le i n seeing each other, thus preventing 
the different me:n'bers from havine excuses for visiting, 
l~ t a bad scheme l 

In my journey ho !le·:;ard I forgot to get off 
t1e trolley cRr ~t the proper place, consequently I was 
take 1 b:ack to Char:tonix , which accou..l'lts for my walk to th~ 
Falls. Had you been with ne the trip would have been all 
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right , out being alone , I felt lonely eV.en while seeing 
so mrmy (people) en;oying t:.e great :-.nd grand park. 

W!la t you said to me in the seventies , cone erning 
the park ' s (tilen) future , had been fulfilled , more so , 
:perhaps , than you expected. While the Cor!l.:nissioners have 
beautified tl1e s':ores of the dear old Gchuylkill, they have 
robbed natUre o~ soJe of its moat a ttractive features . 
1 ow I used to enjoy spendi:1g the ho ldi dayG in ro\':ing from 
the Falla to Fairmount , kee:pinr; clooe to the east ~ho~e . 
Tow , if one should t'O\V over the old course, he would see 
nothing , but the river wall. While the old coves have 
been filled in to make the park drives. You say you live 
in the past . So do ! , and I thank God that the past means 
so much to me . We have both :pc:\ssed the m-eridian and onnno t 
expect very much fro 11 earth' a future . How mane!'. .,rlaces have 
there been in our pasts, v:here we could r::t$'!e,. And Ebenezer? 
Finanoial~y , I bave known more or loss than gain , and yet , 
I have much to be thankful ~or. As I look backward the 
c:t.cn.test pleasures I can rec·1ll are tnose enjoyed in your 
sainted 'lother' s hoi!le , and some of the most u:Jeful lessons 
I have ever learned came thro,.lgh my listening to the wise 
counsel of your Uncle James Si mraons . What a wonderful 
amount of knowledge he :possessed1 Let us cherish the past; 
do our duty as best we can in the present and leave the 
future to Him , ~ho ~ill never forsake us. 

!!oping that you ure well and that all things may 
co~e to your liking, I am , 

Dear Jaraea , 

Sincerely yours, 

R. R. Shronk. 

2131 ~est Ontario Street , Philadelphia . 
:!)ecember 1 :2 t :1 1906. 

"Chis is th.o; seaoo n of the year i ::1 which busi ­
neon people c~~ t their bal ances and ot· er fo lk~ indulge 
in reminiscenaes , which too ofte bring on severe attacks 
of the "blucs 11 • ::.:e~ory is a blessed thing; one of the best 
gifts God ever gave to man. By\ it e ·or' ng back from out 
of the past , the best experiences and delights , to help 
us for what may co:~e tomorr 0\7. The dying year make s :;>oets 
out of most of us by forc i ng us into contemplation. 

_ut we , also I fear , have more sympathy for 
ourselves than for the pass in year . 1906 has been a year 
of consi dera le sadness and of lose. In the beginning I 
started with ~'le griype , '.1hich kept i::1 the houGe till 
e qch of us h d a share . A little l ater Lzy daughter beo~e 
ill and has hud a serious time , but is now gradually , but 
slowly , recovering. "So wags the world" . Since getting 
over the grippe , I hav_e personally had good h;:;al th most 
of the year, o~ wr...ich I have worked ever,'{ day , Sundays not 
excepted , Even when ill managed to attend to my di strict 
by usin1 the telepllone . Had to do it, for with me , no 
work menns no pay. 

The clo::Je of the ye r, v1hile .:1lwnys sad, beco:nes the 
more s·,d to me , RS I grow ol er . Old fo lks , you know , are 
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said to live i n the past , but ple·lse do not i~fer from 
this that either you or I are old. We recall other 
years and taeir conditions , and when those conditions 
r1e::re better , than those of the preoen t , one naturally 
feels a little longing for t. ose t' at are forever gone . 

Tomorrow ~·;ill be the anni versar.r of one of the 
saddest experiences you have oeen called upo~ to endure. 
On the other hand , what an i.'ll.>neaaura le gain h')s been the 
blessed lo t of the lost one . The years bring us vari ed 
experiences, nnd ·ls t :1ey pass , leave us a little more 
lonel.t . \/i t h eac1·. year passes some of our old time 
friends 1nd lovei ones , leaving the ranks of t~ose re­
maining to grow thinner a·1d thinner. In a little w:ule 
we , too , wi:!.l ha·re pac;sed in~o the "BeJond 11 , as your 
father used to say "Beyond the river , where t he surges 
cease to roll " • A little !nore a trugR;ling against ad­
verse circ~lstanoes ; a li ttle more worrying over in­
sufficient means to meet demands; and t11en---peaceful 
reet 1 

I s i ncerel lj hope thntwith you, the year 1906 
h::1o bee'1 a go od QlH3 and \·rill close g:eeu tly i n ~;our 
favor . Christttl.'l.S time used to be a gl ad tit.te , -.. 11en I 
coul~~ afford to give gifts to those I loved, but Qf 
late years I have been prevented from indulgences in 
such p l eacure . 

I met the Rev . David Spencer , :J. D., on t1:e 
street a few days ago . :!e inquir ed pu.rticularly aoout 
you and asked to be r e:nembered when I again wrote to 
you . He is pastor of ~helten Avenue Church, Germantown , 
and l ast Sun'ay cel ebrated his fiftieth anni versary as 
a preacher . lie i s quite gray, but a c tive . His fi~s~ 
Rtte'"tp t at p:-e"'chi::lg was m de December l Oth 1856, in 
the old Price Street Church , r-er mantown . While at church 
at the Falla , on Sunday morning , I saw JOB!'ph Johnson , 
\7ho is 91 years old, but i n nowise s~1ows it. His min d 
is cle·1r , and he walks with a dignity that us younger 
folks might covet . I don 't know t hat you will think of 
this ramb~ ing l etter , :perhaps I have given too loose 
rein to my thoughts! With the complime11ts of tile season, 
I am since~l.Y youra , 

R. R. Shrank. 

2131 ';. Ontario street, nee . 17th ,l906 . 

Dear Ja1~es, 

Your letter '\"lhi ch came with this morni:1g t e 
mail is both interesti g and eomforting. I did not in­
tend being so 11 blue 11 , when ! l flst wrote , but t.."tere are 
times when one can"'ot :1elp but give way to his f3eli11gs . 
In the c a""'e of .;;ood old -nuul , who wns a le to say he h1d 
learned nr11 ·what ever state I am to be :-:ontent11 , I think 
does not apply to sor:J.e of the conditione of tne present 
time , when f inances for.:-~1 nine-tenths of li f""' ' s worryin~s . 

The John Do llar d Df. \•thOJal you i:"l:quiredJ. t ·\ ~- ~=, 
was o son of Patrie:< Doll ard, who attGnded :·r. Hackie 's 
school with us. He v1as a son of James Do lla.rd, whose 
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42 WEsT QuEEN LANE 

GERMANTOWN 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Should you l rn of a FO ition .ich youn 
rr1ed n (2 ) of tho f~llowing qu lificat1on oou d pro bly 

fill ocept~bly, will you kindly 1•~ C* knowi 

Jor&d ulfe io his nn • A. gradu te o1' 0 or0e ehington 
Univ'frait.y, ehin \on, D.C., ~:~bore he continues to ro•ide with 
hi• wife, ho ha• a novernrnant po it1on. 

He huo Y.()t' d for tho oYGrncent, tirut u 
nt or grioultur•), 

wl n firot org nia d. 

ont. On wm e• 
p rr otly un 

polilh on co 
told. 

Could ho obt!lin war. in rhilac!olph1 , it ie thou ht th t hie 
if• could be tr noforro4 horo, nd they would then bo n r hie 
other, tho v ry ca.p<\blo d rdet'liono nd ill CJ. rk of tho 
o 1n • Coll uo J!oopital (who io nos1ot1ng thom fimnci lly ), 

fr m whom, if you eo de~iro, you may obtain turtlor rticulars 
of J red. 1 bavo mat him on mor thsn one occ cion. 1~ hne 
tore ful, le 1 roo lity, nd oul lik ly, 1n oy 
jua nt, to do with on.,r~y • into rity na oiocrotion ht1tovor 
he ould und rt ko. 

• L onar 
c/o Joh J 

t ll ' 

1th b at wisbec, 

v r inc r ely, 
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brother : .. ichael was a s to:1e- cutter , and \' · s employed 
EJ[ your father . 1:iichael married catharine De l ahunty , 
~ther of .Thomns , the maro\ e man . Slie and Delahunty 
died , I think , o, ~~e same j,y , several years ago. 
Philip . Dollard , her son, is unmarried , and his v:ido\1ed 
sister , r s . r:..ary :'ay, !fichnel ' s only children, live 
at .idge avenue and Scott ' s lane . Marion Scott was the· 
daughter of ,;he l"~te George L . a'1d Fannie ....... oHer Scott • 
She h·:td been an invalid for sor1e years . It does not seem 
posai ble that you have been away frolil the T.'lalls for 
t· enty ye!'lrs 1 What chunges lBve taken p a c e ... in that 
section , whi,~h seems to be dying. Back a sho:.t lista nce 
f o o.:1 tl1e ::'alle , along :idvale avenue , west of the Old 
Township Line, now known as Wissahickon avenue , a l arge 
number of ,handaorne dwell i ngs are being erected, s i mi l ar 
to those Jn overbrook , and oth er suburbs, and extend 
west to w~thin E short dist~nce of Garrett ' s old woods . 
'!'his may perhnps ·oen ~.fit tne Falls , and I hope 3ood 
Baptist families m~~ becoi.:le occupants of the houses , and 
that ~1ey may hel~ ~o bui l d up ~e church. I have managed 
for quite a while past , to get to the Sunday morning 
services , nnd lest Wednesday eveni·1g , 'for the first time 
in years , I attended prayer Ia.eeting. Something seems to 
be l acking. Dr . Stidham' s sermons 'Jre good; very good, and 
he seems intense l y in earnest . \:'e want 1r1ore spirituality • 
. rs? ','.'ieand , an .. I , rode ho1ne together yesterday by \Jay of 

Jii dv ale avenue , J.own Wayne a venue and out Hunting PaDk 
ave~ue , she uli~htiJg at pacific street , about three 
squares f aro;.'l her hone . When the weather i s f i ne I often 
walk home '\'7i th her and i1er sister , Elizabeth , either 
being an i nteresti ng companion \iallC ~'fi th . 

Thinking of your mentioning Paul's content , I am 
reminded of an ocaur~e:£ce t'1a t happen 3d '>7hile Captain 
John Dobson ' s "3attery (Company) "I" wa"' k;eping t h e 
Confed ~!rates fro. overrunnin, Pennsylvania and :·aryland in 
1862 C!.nd. 1863 . I think it was in t e latter year . The 
111embers lear11i 1 ~ where t:~e line -.:'ls , that divided Pennsyl­
van ia and aryland, s toad i th one foot on either aide of 
the line , so ae to say they had stood on two states at the 
aame tiJne . John Rhoades, a wit, w~s thus ot·,mding one 
day , when Captain Dobson approached and said "What a r e 
you doing , Jack? 11 " ihy , Captain· , he replied , 11 ! t rn in 
three states . My r i ght foot is in Pennsylvania , my l eft in 
Maryland, and my body in the state of starva t ion". 

Nedd.ie Wi ld , the ':ela~'l:';tan , who once thought he 
sang in t:.e choir , and ·,·'to -,fter burying his first wi fe , 
remarri ed , and t ... e . di eappeared from llis friends , had a 
way of looking upon life ' s uncertainties and would quote 
" ' Tis all for tne best , let's be sangQine and cheerful, 
for sorro\"IS and t::::-oubles are but friends in di aguiae 11 , 

founded doubtless on Paul ' s 3tate ent t.1.a t "All things 
work t.oge ther for good" . It is r,o od to be a ·ole to philo­
sophi s e , and yet , dear James , there are conditions which 
no thing but cold cash \Vill Sr ti sfy , nd as Shakespeare 
says n There 1 a the rub 11 • 

The little Forecast is a good local paper , l a r gel y 
devoted to the catholic church and ports . It seems to be 
pro::pering. D:> you re.11ember Bridget !lennese,., vho married 
V/ill i an IX>wdall . She was a s i ater to :losy :~cCabe, for so 
many years servant girl at Joseph Shantz '. }~s . Dowdall ' a 
s on , Bernard, a l etter carrier , is th~ c .. def ·.:riter ahd 
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:part owner of the little paper . \'ilia t ::l change car!le over the 
Shantz family 1 He died , so far as the world kne\1 , a poor 
man. "'rs . Shantz languished at the home of her br bther , 
Bob Evans, and t~'len passed way . i!iosephi:1e , raised in 
luxury, narried Philip Wood..llouse , nd is e"'lding :her days 
in the r- tate Insane Asyl~~ a t o~ristow~ . 

Gl ad to answer any questions I am able to, that you 
might desire to know about. I am since!'el.f yours, 

R. Roberts Shronk. 

2135 •·. • Ontario S tree t , 
l.:ay 2ls t 1907 . 

Dear James , 

I wao hi~1ly pleased i~ receiving a letter 
-rro .. l you this morning, and was agreenbly surprised to 
s ee you VJ ~re ~ble to rite so soon after passing through 
such an ordeal . I do not remember o .... my having been the 
first to greet you upon your comin"; , in the long ago , to 
the once de r , old ~alls . I do lmo' t_ ta t \'le have been 
lo!1g been acquainted with e ach other an~ that all through 
~1e yeurs not an un lleas~nt word has bee spoken between 
us. It may be tr..rough your always co~an · ng mlt affectionate 
esteem by your unuoual manliness. I remember how you 
cheered yo u1, now sainted , mother, when the gr e- t calamity 
of your father ' s sudden death darkened your hone. The 
Sa tur d~y following that sa i event 1 -Y f a ther t ok ne to 
"to"ml" , as ' e then terra.ed g ing to t .. e city , an<i according 
to the old custom , we walked. At Ninth and Vine streets , 
we were met. by :richol'ls H. :.:aguire . Father told hiT." o~ 
your f a ther's sudden death , whereu on he made t!.1is re::-:1ark , 
"This is indeed sad news , Janiel, and I am particularly 
s orry for Janes" . After ~ brief pause , he added, "James 
is one of the brightest ... 1nd r.1ost 1nanly boys I have ever 
kncv n . In my vari ed experiences , and they have been 1t1any , 
some of them very trying , I have always tried to keep 
from i njuring ot. era , .-,nd to be as helpful as I could . 
While I have t_le ~onsciou ,ness of having suffered in doing 
eo , I do not regret v•hat I have done . In two instances 
I came out second best. You know ao:.1et.1ine of the long 
services I gave to Har: .. on Lake , often at a sacrifice . He 
promised me much and I got little . our old friend, nr . 
Horace Evons , u sed to say , 11Shronk hus one mo r= f'"r tile 
Falls than anyo~1e I have known, and I will see that he is 
rewarded". Just before he died , Ellen ca.1pbell , who was 
angry with me on account of t.l-:.at Free episode, persuaded 
h i into dropping I!le . 'lliat t he reward r~ i ght h"!ve been I 
have never a tte :1p ted to guess . Wi llia.a 'illiams, who 
told me of the :r.octor ' s statement, sAid it woul1. 'lave 
been '7orth receivi~1g . The above my i•1terest you. I am so 
g l :1d , t my t dGar James 1 that you have come out of the cri ti-
cal operation so -.:ell . The effects wi 11 now so on \Vear 
away and I shall loolr for your becorjinc; stronger physi~ally 
than JOU have been for years . Only do not get down to 
h~r d work, too voon . I would suggea t tna t you t~ke a 
go od long rest. I stol:; D couple of hours l~st Tuesday 
evening to go listen to .or . Henson deliver his lectwre on 
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"Backbone" . Whe-~ he stepped on the p l atform , i n J. ... e:'lorial 
C:burch , I did not know him.. He is as stout as he once \Vas 
thin , but he ret?..in c much of his old time fire as a 
npeRker . It ~38 the first pleasure I have indulged in for 
nearly +bree years . 

I am glad you appreciated ril.y little sketch of t he 
F"lls Hotel . I thoup.,ht you would , owing to t-:,e intimacy 
you had with t he late Judge Arnold. With .ay best wishes 
for your gpeedy a~' complete recovery , 1 am 

Dear James , 

r incerely yours, 

R. Robe~ts Shronk . 

2135 ~eat Ontario street, 
Dece~ber 5th 190? . 

Your letter of the 3rd crune to hand t:1is 
mornin~ . I have just finished r~a~in~ it. Found it ver y 
interesting in several respects. First tj_lZ. t you have 
moments of see 1ine di scont~nt. Gl ad to kno\·. that you 
are still mort·tl. It is good occ _s · on lly to un"burden 
oneself, to spea.L{ , or write out the feelings . I have 
been pant in t.ae 1.10use for t\,o nights, with col'- , head­
ache and stomach troubles . I walked ove to !"ro. Doooon•s 
funeDal (Mra . John Dobson) on llonday afternoon. I was 
cold when I left borne to walk to Germantown and Erie 
avenues and f"rom t.."lere to the Church of t. James the 
Less , about three "i lea al toget'1er , I could not get 
warm , and wedged 1:1y way i:nto the crowded church, wl-:ich 
see 1ed like a barn , After the servi ces I went to Mana­
yunk, feelin g all ~"le time, nearly frozen, Tue day I 
had to go down to ~lle office fo r raoney , l=I O as to pay 
my rent . T . .1at eve~1ing I had to retu:-n ilome . Was kept 
i n yesterday and s:Jall keep clone to the house today . 
I am feeli:1,g better no" , and may be able to do my work 
to night . I someti:n.ea e 1V.'I those who o not have to 
work , or who, when t}'.tey do not work, do not lose the1:r 
pay . Another thing i n you:r letter t~at struck me, was 
your opnion of : rrs. Mary Li ttle. She was pretty , but 
3 l ways put me i n mind of a black crow, or Poe 1 a ';{aven . 
I am glad you were pleased with 1ny li ttle ar tiel~ on 
the '"i ~:lin ans ion . The SJace .rou r.1en t i on between t he 
first and ~•CIOl6 stories , is t."-le one ~1at was found by 
t } e men w:1o tore t'1e old mansion down . The eloset trap 
door had been closed. That unterground passage to the 
r i ver was a mY,th. Willia:n Albright , who bought the 
property from the Steins , had a ntl!:!lber of men go a ll 
through the cellar with hi~n , on-e day , before the work 
of te::~ r i ::1:1; down began . I, and several o t:l.er reporters 
were there , and v~inly seRrched for the 'secret door 
to the ·pa esage ". Cl:larlie Le ah (Lash) uoed to talk o f 
one a good deal, when he livd~ i n t he mansion, so that 
I thou ht it really existed. When a boJ , I was always 
afraid Q! the old plnce . I did no t have any desi~e to 
see ghos ts. ])::) you remember the ghost story of 1853? 
How Amanda (Sis) Shrbnk, Uncle '';"illiam' s daughter , 
created an excit~ment one anight after attending one 
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one of the "protracted ~.:eee tinge" , Mr . Chesshire was 
con luctine? She left the church, walked up to the steps 
that led up to the Hana±on. She \lai ted for the o there 
to co...,e along, t.ne old turnpike , then catching up her 
outer w:1i te skirt , raised it ov~r her head, and quietly 
stepp~d out into t~e road. s~e ran zig- zag to James 
street, •vit:1 <> '1U!lber of men chasing her. Turning ti1e 
corner she quickl y dropped her skirts and had just 
turned toward Hi dge road , when +.he uen turned the corner , 
and aSked her if she h d seen a white figure . Of course , 
she said "llo 1" Th o:.1as Bar l er , who kep t the little 
salool"l , saw the 11ghoet" flit acros:J the pike ; ran into 
the barroom for his gun , but didn't shoot. Arnanda was 
greatly frightened ov"'r her trick; 1ore so , I think , than 
anyone else . She could not keep fro~ telling about it . 

I su pose JOU have pearned o1 the do~~ 6f~Harry 
Pretty? He pas ed away ltst '"ednesday , at .1is horne 2005 
East Clementine street , ot paralysis . The funera l ser­
v i ces were held Sur1 day afternoon , in Ea at Allegheny 
Avenue Baptist Church , in which he had -~'or fifteen years 
been a deacon . Harry had for sometime conducted a grocery . 
He had a stroke during the past aurn.:ner -md wor3 "lOt 
expected to recover. In his departure, James , you alone 
re,nain of the celebrated Q,uartette Choir . Singular , isn 1 t 
it , that tne members ha:ve gone in the~,order :in \thich the 
p::.rt:J are always printed. sarPh S. Jones, soprano ; .-ary 
A. H . Reed, ~lto ; enry PrettJ , tenor . s uch is life 
wi tn its !.'la ·1y phases , so full of surprises and rays teri es . 
I do r1o t wander at !Y'OU feeling lonely , nd wish you 
were ro situated t.'la t there would be no roo 1 for Guch 
fee:angs . I am just now alone in the house. Nettie, my 
daughter , with her sister (step- sister ) Elizabeth Stor.ey , 
!lave ·one i n a coupe~ to the office of :Jr . James , 2005 
·-orth 12th otreet , ·where she will try tbe effects of the 
violet ray upon her side . I hope it will ?rove a success . 
She has suffered nearly a year . You sry , ::;r . Stidham 
wri tea you occasionally . I often pity him. T'.!lings are eo 
different to what t hey were when he -first ca.'!le to the 
Falls . I have for some t !Me made it convenient to attend 
services there 011 Sunday mornings, qe mu'bh to encourage 
him , a:: for any other reason. I like his sernona . Intelle.: ~­
~ally they are grand of lste . They see to be more spirit­
ually co::1forti ng. While I never was an enthusias .ic stid­
hami te , I have never sought to hinder t:nose who a r e . 
There is a g:eea. t need of something in the Falls church. We 
each,want, s individuals , to get right with God, and then 
we will be right ·Rith each other . There hav-: bee.1 so 
many deaths and removals that but few Baptist farailies 
a re l e ft a. t the Falls . 1'hen theDe hnsebeen so nuch talk 
about "The Brotherhood of Man" , "Christian Tolerance ", 
"Church Unity" and such stuff that t:'le o l d time truths 
and octrine have been forgotten . I have never known 
a union service in which ~<aptist did not do mo'3t of the 
work W'Lthout ~redit . The church uants a Clark , or a 
Chensshire to awaken the other congregations into a 
hor!ling over its success . You remember those glorious 
occ sion~, do you not? 

Hoping t~1is will find you i n the bast o f health , 
and hap~y , I ar:t 

Your old friend , 

Robert R. Shronk. 

7 
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Dear James, 

8 

2135 \. est Ontario street, 
December 8th 1907 . 

WhAt a delightful day this is, the air is 
springlike and were it not for ice and snow on the 
sh ded sia.es of the streets , one mi ght think the sea­
son was any other t :1.an i7inte:.· . I attended church this 
morning and heard a ~ood sermon on 11 Uni ted Wor ship", 
by the Rev . c. E . Cor do , of ··anayunJ: ,, \:ho exchanged 
pulpits with :::cr . Sti d.hnm. After service I walked home, 
acco~npanying ~'rs . \'/i eand to her home . I send you a 
copy of the !U ffl i n Mansion article as requested. l!y 
cold has almost l eft me, but I still have occasional 
pai! just below the st omach , which ~ay be caused by 
dyspepsia . When we crawl up the l adder of years, be­
yond the half century rung, it seems to me we lose 
our recuperative abilities , -md raore easily becor!le 
fatigued. While i n church this morning I could not 
help but look at Joseph Jor..nson , who is, I think, 92 
years old. He is white- headed , but very active , whi le 
his mind does not appear in the least to be impaired. 

I have written this before starti~g out in 
my afternoon quest for news . Hoping it lVill find you 
both "ell and happy , I am , 

Sincerely yours, 

R . R. Shronlc . 

2136 Uest Ontario street, 
~ecembor 13th 1907. 

In re"'1ly to your interesting lette1.· of the 
11th , regarding t~e old blacksmi t h sho:p at the "?alls , 
I think the blacks:nith' s na!!le , at the time mentioned, \ae 
Duncan. His son , Uriah , attended school ,in the pay 
school on LaboratJry 1 ill, with .:1e . Your ride , you say , 
was several years before you moved to the Falls , which 
I believe was i~ 1853 . Uncle Willian Shronk bou;ht the 
shop from Duncan , l ater I think than the time indicated . 
He previously had h is shop on the Shronk fishing l ane , 
the lot adjoining his ho~e just 8bove Ti ssot• e Hotel. 
while on his l ast visit to the Falla, your Uncle Henry 
called on Joseph Shantz and as he nas l eaving Shantz 
accompanied him to our o l d home to visit my f ather . I 
happened to be at the house at the tine. The two c~e 
in 'ln .. <:;hantz i.'ltro luced your uncle to my mother and 
he told her he used to know father . It wso the f i rs t 
day father had not co!ne do·..,-nstairs . Hother asked Shantz 
if he would go up stairs ; he saij , ui woul d like to, 
but m.y heart is in such . b.1<i sh. pe , · ' 11 a:f'r!"lid to climb 
the stoirs" . Your u ~le was then askeu , nd he said 
he would , so mo tl1er and he went up to f8 ther ' s room . 
Enteri ng the roo11 , "'!Other sai , 11 Dan , here i s an old 
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friend come to see you" . Your uncle then said, "l!r . 
Shronk, I am sorry to see you confined to your bed" . 
Father , as you know , was blind , but when he heard 
your uncle speak , said, "Hold up there, I know that 
voice. 11 The after a brief pause said , "It is Henry 
('wartzl" The two talked together quite a \vhile . It 
h'ld been forty yeE!ra since they had met eac:t1 other. 
Your uncle told ShE1ntz , lY !110 ther and I, that he 
never knew of so re.nar'<able a memory. A few days 
later, fa. ther died , and tlle next week c-hantz breathed 
his l ast . Then car.te the sad news of the sudden death 
of your Uncle Henry . He , Shantz , and father dying d.t·un 
three ".'leeks . Father had been well acquainted with your 
Cncle Henry and your other uncle , Henry Rankin, w~ile 
the latter was engaged in building in connection with 
the Schuyl~ill canal . ··e also had a very strong ad­
miration f or your father , but he nev.er liked John 
3inkin. ' .y , I never ·, ev· . Sorry I cannot be !nor e 
definite concerning the owner of the old blacksmith 
shop, a!'lc.. honing yoJ. are n 1 .ood ~ealth, I am 

Dear James , 

Sin·cerely yours , 

n. R . Shronk. 

2135 .eot Ontario Street , 
Novmnber 21st 1907. 

I have just finished my ~orning t ask of 
looki'1g over the pnpers, and as it will be some time 
befo~e dinner , I ~1ought 1 woul1 devote that time in 
having a written talk \Vith you. Hov; are you gettint... 
<long , <1-rtcr your painful encounter with appendicitis? 

The l ast ti111e I heard of you , there \'ere 
after effects troubline:; you. I hope they huve all 
disappeared and that yot~ health has been fully re­
stored. Health is indeed_ a great blessing, and we 
too often fail to nppreciate it , until ;·;e have started 
to lose it . I have bee~ very ~o~turulte , o far as 
he a 1 tl ... i e concerned , .on~i d.cring the exposure to v·r.d ch 
I am subjected . Week before last I awoke one morning 
with my head and throat all choked up with a grippy 
like cold . I took some medicine I hud on hand , but it 
gave me no relief . Last \.ee~ I uas a wi tnees in a 
l awsuit against t::be Reading Railway. I was for the 
Cor.tpany , and -r;i th otr ... er wi tnessee was tn.ken to the 
Windsor I:o tel for di tj.ner . On the bill of fare was 
"Boiled Salmon11 , "il.ic:: I selected and e joyed. Th~t 
night it seened as if the sallr1on had returned to life 
and. was trying to swi:n up the ·-i gra Fc..lls. I thi"lk 
it had been canned and I know it made me a vintim of 
Ptomaine poisoning. The p:J.ysickirw; W":ni c': resulted, to 
my gre~t surprise and delieht, cured my cold. Here , 
in old Philadelphia , we have h•~d a delit)l.t ·ul autumn . 
What a magnificent picture was to be seen along the 
V:issahickon . I 1-~ve naver seen the vulley more beanti­
fuJ in autmun coloring, then it hns been this season. 
Today is rainy and gloor.ty and looks as though there 
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would be eeveraldays of it . the ending, I fear , •r Ind~an 
s UJTl.m. er • 

I was ~u:::-prised lost eveTi:Jg ;,hile at prayer 
Meeting~olearn that Joseph A. :oothroyd is in the sama ­
ri~an Hospital, dangerouely ill fro an op ration for 
kidney trouble . I C::!lled at the hospital lu ter in the 
night , and ~aP to l d he wos delirious , end l ikely to die . 
Ee was brought to tl':e hospital from his home i n o c ean 
Ci·ty , nearly a month aao . Joe l ost his wi fe about the 
time I lost mine . He has two children and is reported 
as being rich. I suppooe you renember the Hope boys ~ 
James and John F . ? They lived on old James (StantonJ 
street , the same time you did. John died on Tuesday of 
apoplexy , ·this home Wayne avenue and Jansberry street , 
Ger mantown . Pe was at one time he~d of a splendid fancy , 
or art si&,n, business , but champa~~ got the beet of 
hin . I had a talk with him some time ago , and found him 
agnostic , and self- important . He blamed hio father t s 
strictness to reli gious duties for h i e own condition. 
A case of what J:r . . Chesehire called "past feeli ngn . 

Arnother of your early :Falls acquaintances was 
b u r i ed sevcrrl ~eeks ago , Emma lio~t Snodgrass . She 
died o:' Bright ' s disease , Poor Er!'.r.la , what· fall was 
heret Yo'l: reLemoer v:hen she was the belle of t· e Falla? 
I had lost eig~t of them for years . I think it was 12 
years ago , one day when riding to the city on a German­
town horse car, I met her but coul d scarcely r e cognize 
her , she was shabbily dressed, rLnd had a careworn appear­
ance . I did not known till then that she , with her 
sisters , Nary Little and Eliza , were living i n Tioga . 
At t.nat time she had been oeparated fror her hue and. We 
met occasionally after\:ur(., and one day about four year s 
Pgo , ~s I was passing he 1ouse , she called me in , and 
told me she h·d good news to tell n e ; that she and Syl­
vester had been re- united , and for their childrens 1 sakes 
would live together . Do you remecber ,.,.hat a pre tty and 
proud little girl she was? She is the l ast of the family . 

Hop i ng , dear James, that you have fully re­
covered and nay long continue in good health , I am 

Sincerely yours , 

Dear James , 

R. Roberts Shr ank . 

2135 rest Ont~rio ctreet , 
--arch 2nd 1908 , 

I wish .•ou coulJ have listened , with me 
yesterday afternoon, to a serm·on preached by Dr . Stidhmn 
in the 'a sonic Hor..Le , on "Pillars of the Temple" . The 
pillars of ~olo~on ' s Temple and t:ose spoken of in Reve­
lations . It was a splendid discou?se grandly delivered . 
Some parts , o ·;ing to my not being a rason were a l i ttle 
mystical to r.e . It '\,as enjoyed by the 80 aged residents 
of the Home . 

At the mornine; service in the dear old church 
at the Fall•l , Dr. St.idh::u gave ae the r~ght hand of 
fello'\vship !'lS n deacon . Scunuel \7yatt, {'or some cnuse or 
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Qther,re~igned, and the church elected ne . I tried to II 
prevent it , but fai le ,' . I know· no r ec- c:on why I should 
be so grectly honored , for it is an honor . Uy position 
prevents my havin the time to glhve the t should be 
given by Cl deacon to the work of the church, but I 
shall 'o the beet I can. ··o t bi/16 '~·oul<l give r..e greater 
joy then to have a position ~at \OUld allo~ me to 
devote tte needed time to the o-ffice . In these times 
one should be rich to be a deacon , so that he could do 
a 1 o t of visiting ~nd look after the mel"lbers P s he should . 
Itwas just 45 years yesterday , to the day , since I , looking 
upon a little brother dying of spotted fever, in my 
mother 1 s arr:1s, that I receive d conviction of rny sinfulness 
that led to ~1y conversion . You rer.1erobe1· that February 
and! arcL of 1863, wnen so r.:1any died suddenly , at the 
Falls , of the tl·er. un-n~1med disease . Nearly every one of 
the victims were in some way related to me . 

I presume you are aware of tLe fact t:hat this 
Irarch will mark the fiftieth anniversary of your bap­
tism, an~ event , which I thin}c , au l•t to be recognized 
by both you and the churcfu. If I mistl1 1 e not , Dr . Walker 
(Rev . :)r . Jacob Garrett \'Jalker) was baptized at t he 
sa"te time <'6 was your eainte<i sister. Fifty years a 
member of one church iEl An honor few enjoy , a.nd I con­
gratulate you not onay on you.r being ::;pared so long , but 
in the abundance of 600d ou hnve accompl i!3hed durins 
those years , f oz the dear old church. 

,e had a very disagreeable beginning of ·•arch 
here yesterday and today is almoct ~s bad; rain and 
s leet made walking dangerous , especiall:t in the night . 
Having a call to dinner , and then to start out to work , 
I have to close . 

Eoping you are i n good hea lth as this leaves 
me , I am , ~s ever, 

Dear James , 

Sincerely yours , 

R. Roberts Shronk. 

2135 est Ontario ctreet , 
~eceooer 26th 1908 . 

As the year draws to its close one naturally 
be,..,omes inclined to look back\· ar d , not only at the year 
itself , but on other days . Being i n such a mood today , 
I have thought a great deal of you , and your old home . 
It may , as some claim , be an evidence of advancing age , 
when one 'wells on the past . Well, what if it is? So 
long as one enjoys the retrospective? I have no t he rd 
fror you for a lonG while , but t ... roug:. our niece , :~ellie , 
I lec:.rned of your trip abroad during tl.e sw~.; .. er , and o:f 
your having returned . I hope the outing \7as beneficial . 

In my retrospections I can see the old time 
Falls , with its old time ~ol: still peopling the streets , 
w~ile in reality the pl ce has passed into the realm of 
Tave Bee11s. ~verything h~s ohanged , A feY? ~eks ago ! 

had occasio11 to call at Abbottsford to see o r . uccrea , 
a dairy farr ... er who occupies the once delightful home of 
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lit. Vemon rPharmacy, 

BTB.JCTL Y P'UB.E DRUGS aDd OBEMJOALS 
REMOVED TO 46l54 WASHINGTON STRE.ET. (ff7 

Reformed Chm·.clt.:o 
ReT. OOBNBLIU8 SCBBl!fCX, Patt.or. 

Preaching 10.80 and 7.30. Bunda7 
School and -putor'a Bible ClasaL 2.16. 

W edneeday, Social Worship 7.4>6. 
-'.LL -'.BE CORDIULY Il'VITlU>, 

ReY. CIIA • B. BURNS, Pador. 

BeT. W. B. WBSTERV.ILT, Putor. 

Preaobbar enq Sucli.J, 11l0mlal aad.,... 
Int. 

ecture •nd Pra7er Meetiq, 'W.UM4a7 
nenlnr M. T·46. 

ALL ARB CORDIALLY IBVI'UJ). 

muun 11TilL 1Dl\ 
Pllu.ukfpllia, v-mbtr 21, 1891. 

Tbe Annual election for Dlreet.on c:.r~=:. 
wnl be beld at t.bebeBa.tnkiDC :~OUTII ofBlenn 
January 12 111117. ween 
A. 111 and One lit~· J , POULKBOD OMhler. 

Auual Meeting. 
.~na711n1t, September tli, s-. 

The Ann~ of \be S&ockbolderw of 
\be 

MANAYUftwRUST en .• 
wan be held !'A th ComJIU7'sB1lll41u. 
'lloNJJ-'.~OC'ruBB .t. a p. a. .uncili. 
mtleUD8 1'1'fe 6) Dl &1'11 tO be eleoted t.o 
lel've Ulree yean. 

THOS.H.ASBTON,~uy 

IT. ZIOI I. £. £1URCI. 
Bn. J. B. J. 111 NNBLL, Pu&or. 

M(JRN'fN<fllitVICB I Of, 
EVENINfj " Ti. 
W adned&; ..eveabll• Leohre ud PnJer 

Meeting at ff, 

KBE.NEZEI I. E. OBURGB. 
GAY STRBE'l', KANAYUWK. 

Rn. R. WHlNNA, Put.or. 

PreeohlDI OD Sucli.J •* lfl A.M., ad f 
P.M. 

SundQ Seboel a& 2 P. K. 

Central •· B. Church, 
GREEN LANB, RtXBOROUGII. 

Rev. 1'. 8 MERRILL, P(l.lltor. 
811aday servlcee,-10.80 e. m.; '1.fS p.m. 
Sunda.y School at 2 p. m. 1 

PraJer·meeting on Wedne~dayevenin~. 
Sacramenta, lit B•bbath of eaoh month, a.m. 
All en welcome, and oordlelly ia'rited. 

IOIIOlOIJO llmST CIIJICI. 
BeY. J. W. WILLliiARTll, Put.or. 

8enioe U fol OWl: 
Morning at lOll o'olook. 
KveniD& •t 8 o'olook. 
Afternoon-Ba~bath School •t 2 o'clock. 
Bible study W ednet~da.y evenlng•t 8, 
Prayer-meeting Frld•y eveniJI.f at 8. 

A W HLOO.IU!l TO A L. 
-------·- ----------

St. Alban's Church. 
ROXBORO UGH. 

ReY J. J. JOYCB JIOORB, Putor 

CALBNDAR OP RVICIS. 
Sund&J Mornl g, at I Of o'cloot. 
Sund&J Evening, at 76 • lock. 
WednuJay ening, '11 o'clock. 
Sunday School 21 P. M i 

__.Seat!< all Froo, lStra.n;ers ordleU,. ia-ltt.ed. 

-D&,U.&& t• ALL Ql!ALJTIUOJ'-

Lehigh and Schuylkill 
COAL. 

YARD-WEST MAYAYU.NK. 

Ordero Ia& •t No. 1211 Gay atreet, George 
Day'a Clgwltore, No. IIOo Green laue, and 
Wm. Dould'• Cisar Store, <I.U7 Maio Street, 

recMlve prompt •ttentlon. 

' f 
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the Abbots. I found decay and dilapidation on all sides ; 
the wl1ole plf'ce see".i ng but a phamtom to what it once 
\'7as. The p l <? ce, J ike the fmr.i ly , has gone to wreck. On 
my way to Abbottsford , I called on William R. Williru~s, 
whm lives in tre l arge louse , ea s t of ur. Evans ' old 
horne (Abbottsford ave:-ue and ""'ox street) He is ne:Jrly 
blind , otherwise in good health. DurinL the year a 
n~~ber of our old time acquaintances have gone i nto 
the "lund Beyond". :Jest pro.ninent of thes e be i ng J ames 
illigan (owner an1 editor) of the Chronicle , who died 

just before his 86th birthday, which wouli have occurred 
on !:ovember 3r d . He was a remarkable man. The Rev. ;rm. 
··alah, rector of ~t . Bridget's Church, aged ?4 , was buried 
with the u::mal pomp on '!redneeday. He had been at the 
Falla 24 years . &t. Dr. Rjtchie'a death, he becrune the 
oldest pastor i n point of service, at the Falls, an honor 
that now falls to Dr . Stidham. One of the greatest phy­
sical changes o~ tlJe year, \'·cw the t earing down of s or­
'ber(e old blacksmith shop (Indi·m Q,ueen lane and Ri dge 
avenue) . On part of the site, Farry Conover h·'e hnd 
erected a front porch, two story, c~welling, fronting on 
Ridge avenue . I have beer lcept busy all tltrougll the 
year at reporting . I n August I was laid up nearly three 
weeks fror~ a contraction of the rnuaclea at the neck of 
the bladder , and h~d to have u doctor come three times 
a day to relieve me of w~ter. :f.y daughter today com­
pletes the second year of her suffering, and is in con­
stfnt pa in from the i nternal adhesion. She has had to 
use crutches and seldom goes f_ om the house. :!y step­
daughter , Elizabeth c. Storey, who has been most faith­
ful in her attention to Nettie, broke down and for 
months has been under , doctor ' a care . So you seer'1 I 
cannot afford to lose any time. The dear old church keeps 
going on as usu·~l. U:r s . P..l exancier Thompson pa-: sed away 
sever· 1 weeks ago , making the number one leas. Despite 
the business depression, '\lhich prevailed so long and 
so many out of \\ork, the church vdl 1 cllbse tie year with 
but a small deficiency. A remarkable condition considering 
everything. Wish I could say the oame ns t.o r~y ov.n 
a ffH ira. 

With the co:m~1inents o.r the season, I am, 
Sincerely you~s, 

R. Roberts Shronk. 

December 30th 1909. 

Dear James, 
I !!let your nephe\., ,Jumes, last evening i n the 

railr••d station at the Falls , and was lad to hear of 
your being i n goo cl health . I h ad been wondering for 
sometime as to whether you had return d. from your travels 
or not , which if I an not 1!!istaken included a trip abroad , 
and a tour of the Pacific coast. In all of which I hope 
you have had ·n enjoyable a profitable time . As I am 
getting on i n years, I naturally , like the r es t of 
humans, run getting retrospective , and do a lot of thinking 
of the past; a past in which we have been pleasantly 
associated. Tl:e years keep on rolling one upon the other, 

f'/; 
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eac~ to me see1. ing shorter , Here ·He are on the thre~hold 
of 1910 , t>Lrnos t 60 years sin.;e v. e first 0 0t to knowr 
each other. All that the years have brought to, or taken 
from ut, 1 hope is for our good . 

I suppose you are U\mre of t he death of Jos~;;ph 
B. Walker , who fell asleep on Cl).ristrnas , the ?5th anni­
versary of his birth. I \7as unable to get to the funeral 
on uesday ;-r.ich was conducted a t t h e l7ugent Horne , by 
Dr . Stidham. Joe was ·oaptized by the Rev. Hark n. Wat­
kinsor, qnd wa"' the oldest male mer1ber of our cl:urch. His 
death le~vea that h bnor to you. Aunt Belle Roberts was 
received by letter from Blockley Ch urch , by Watkinson, and 
is the oldest in point of mer..1bership. Lizzie J.:iller l~ettinger , 
wido'l ' o:f Lewis ·.-etti nger , was bap tized ay. Dr . Richards in 
1850 , in the Schuylkill (River) I Beli eve she is living, 
but no one seem to know where. The Christmas storm was 
fierce hereabouts. I had rny full share of it getti ng 
around in search of ne,·:s . Sunday morning I had to go one< 
and one- half squares to B drug store , ~nd had hard wo r k 
making the journey. I then mad:! my way to Jthe 22nd street 
station , rode to the :Falls, snd attended the morning 
services a t which there l:ere about a dozen present . "J'he 
snow was so drifted againr: t the front of the church that 
the doors could not be opened so ~~we met downstairs. 

I have man'1g~d to keep ·,ell, p rhaps the extr a 
exert·on h as been helpful. It wouldn ' t do for me to give 
out , or I do not kno'V" ,·,·nat would become of my home . I do 
not think there has been half a dozen weeks this year in 
w .... ich a docto r has not h ad to come here to dare for my 
daughter , or her sister , Elizabeth Storey , who Gave out 
tending to :Iettie. :Roilli I'm glad to say , are just now 
improved . TheDe have been times during the year when I 
fou@1 t hard to keeu up? Once I had to lay off nearly a 
',;eek , fro what I feared would be pneumonia. I hope you 
had a good year ever~ay , a!1d that you may see many 
r ore. How I woul d like an hour ' s chat with you! I 
meet many persons in ny work , out have no one to whom I 
would like to t 3lk co~fidential . 

Hoping you ht~d a Herry Christmas , and that you 
wi 11 have a Happy ~ev1 Year, I ar.1 

Dec . 30th 1909 . 

Dear James , 

Sincerely yours , 

1. . R. Shronk , 
2135 ·. est Ontario street . 

135 '"est Onta rio street , 
January 2?th 1910 . 

•• I was greatly surprised and saddened i n glancing 
over the Ledger this morning , 'Then I r ead the notice of 
your cousin , :·a ry Sin'nons ' ,da~t11 , as occurring yecterday , 
a t her r esi dence , the uttom·:oo ds . Dr . Stidham told e o+' 
her havin an attack of pneumonia , but s i d sbe had passed 
the crisis and was on the way to ard recovery. Las t nip;ht 
I walked down Q.ueen Lane with your niece , Nellie , and she 
told me that the latest account theu had fro r: Devon , wa!:'" that 

I ~ 
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uary was getting better, so you can imagine how I 
was shocked in reading of her death . In the S\veet days 
o~ other years , I formed a very high opinion of your 
co~sin, .hose intellect was far above t ... e average , 
very JlUCD like that of her noble father . I delighted 
in listening to her talk. Her father was to my mi!ld , 
one of the bes~ conversationalists the city has ever 
produced . As : think of ··ary ' s departure y o.ind goeo 
back to the little house you occupied on lUdge avenue , 
where she was a frequent visito~ , and fror .. \'fhere she and 
I occasionally t::lok ::.11ort strolls . While I have not 
seen her since before you 1 ft the Queen Lane House, 
I have frequently seen :1ention of her i 1 the ne· spapers • 
. ow quickly the ties of eartl). nre being sundered. One 
after anot:1er or the loved 011es p •Bs on , l eaving us. 
all the 'tor lonely smd sad . I heartily syr.pa t1::.ize for 
you , my dear James , in t'-da , :mother blow which has 
come to you. 1.[ay God imp r t to .vou a full measure of 
His comfort and blessing. Only a little while longer 
t~ wnit , then we , too, vrill. be SUJ7ll ... lOP,-ed horne . 

Sincerely yours , 

. • 1oberts ~hronk . 

(Begin i ng oflletter is rnisaing) 
(April 12, 1911) 

with others, I was attracted by tJ1e music, and heard 
your 1other dispatch Jacob to bring you home . You 
arrived soon and wllen the band ceased playing you made 
your speech , anj ~s '1heodore Roosevelt woul say , it 
was "a bully good one . " How I used to like to sit on 
a benc~1 at our old shtlre and lis ten to that "band. play. 
The wa te:- had an ef"fec t o 1 the mus ic that I cannot 
describe . Fifty years have passed since that war 
started , and yet you an I are not old 1:~en ; just ad­
vanced a li-ttle more than \-:e were . What e;q:~eriences \7e 
have had , and what changes those years have brought. As 
the years increase tney bring us nearer the goal , each 
d. y' s close i'inds us a day ' s march nearer home . To us 
comes tl..e glad assurance 11Fear t.oo-.... ~1ot , for I am with 
thee, be not dismayed for I am th~y God . I will stTengthen 
t .ee , yea , I will help thee , yea, I will uphold thee 
with tl1e ri ght hand of. my righteou'3nesan . I had a day off 
yesterday, suffering fro111 what I tl1ink wa pto:n.aine pois ­
oning , nnd had anything but a quiet day • .AJ f""eling "1r e t ty 
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good today. 

I~oping tbis wi 11, find you i n good hea 1 th , I ara. 
as ever , 

Sincerely you:-s, 

Mr . Janes s. Swartz , 
_ro . 11 Broadway , 
... ew York . 

"1 . R. Sbronk. 

------ .... 

21:35 ··est Ont:;trio street, 
li"ebruary 2~~th 1910 . 

Dear James , It i ~ jus t ten d.uys s ince I received yuur 
interesti~~ letter , whi~h gave me a complete account of 
your denr cousin .:.aryf a suffering and death , and of your 
cousin Ella 1 s trouble, which I hope is subsiding. It was 
brave o f her k9epina ~ e knowledge from her sister. I 
ofteh thin~- of you , and t.l-J.e way JOU have CE' red for those 
belongi ng to you , ever since that sad , sad, day i;-1 ·,o;hich 
your father was so suddenly taken J'ro n hie loved ones . 

There v:-as a::-1 incident that occurred the day 
following your f ather's deat_l , which I have never for­
eotten, and whicf! I once tol.::. to your now sainted mother . 
On tha t day : was take~1 ••to tor1n 11 , as ·-:e the n termed going 
to the centre of the city , bJ 1y f a ti1er , :1t 9th&: Vine 
street, .e met Professor aguire, an intL1ate friend of 
father's . In the courss; of t Lei r talk , father told him 
of y our father's death. :lis re':>ly was "I am sorry for James 
Swartz , he is a good ,young man, ·-md I "believe he will 
look Pfter h is ··.-JOtherr~ . He the a dded , nraniel , I have 
taue-ht a great many boys since I becnn t e~ ching , but.: I 
have never h~-~d ·1 brighter , or better pupil than James 
Swartz" . I tell you this , now , that it -rniJ}lt comfort 
you , for the nrofessor' s prediotion as to ;~our cari\• 
'for your mother W::t'3 fulfilled . ·~e old "ti'alla \Vith itt:f 
old-time neighborly conditions , are now no more, e:md 
hut f ew of t nose "". e once kne\ 1nd loved , rer.J.ain. It 
seer;1s to me t~1at as we advance i n years , the eart~1ly ties 
are severed , so tha t when t:1e time co:t:1es for us to be 
call ed horae , there will be less to bind us here . Have 
you ever noticed thBt the friendships ro:tde \!len we were 
yo'.lng were more l 'isting, closer nd warmer, than t:1.ose 
formed i n l·1te"!:' life? To me there i s a something lacking 
I cannot describe , and I presume it is the same ;vitb. 
others . I was glad to l~arn by your letter of your 
health being good. I have , I think, been very fort'.lnate 
thus f a r t:'lis \7inter , in that! have had fairly ood 
health. I had two pretty severe colds , the l ast turned out 
to be the grippe, and laid me up more than a week . Had 
it not been t :'la t my daugh ter and one of my stepdaughters 
wer down at the time , I believe I would have been laid 
up longer . I simp ly co ul•i"l 1 t affo t'd to be sick. They are 
still ailing, but I think slo; ly recovering. Hettie l).ae 
h :1d more t:1an two years of constant suffering, so you can 
imagine what a time we have had. 

\le are gaving great trouble in this city of Brotherly 
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Love, oyer the carmen's strike . ;tt keeps newspaper 
reporters "on t:he j\rnp" to keep up with the proceedings 
so as to get all the news . There being no cars running 
at night, people away fror:l the railroads have to walk' 
unle s ~hey are aole to hire conveyance . Walking is all 
rig...">lt when one wants to walk , but it is different when 
it is compulsory . "3rookton" , the ho.ne of David Peltz , 
(on Hunting Park avenue , near the Budd factory) has been 
sold by his esttte for , 12,000, about h~lf of its value . 
: . ..rs . Wieand (nee Peltz) and her sister iss Elizabet:1 
Peltz will occupy t:.e house until t"p rin6, ;·rhen they will 
:~rob~bly secure a house h""'re in Tioga . T .. 1eir br other, 
Dr . George :: . Lallas Peltz, he~d charge of the selling. 
These three , v:i th the two children of their deceased ·oro­
ther, Dr . Josiah Peltz , constitute the heirs . Hunting 
Park avenue , on which "Brookton" fronts is being widened 
and wi 11 in a s o rt time be n fine 100-foo t - wi de t:.11oroughfare 

Sincerely yours , 

Dear James , 

R. R. Shronk. 

2135 '"est Ontario street , 
April 2?th 1910 . 

It haa been a long t me since I have heard of , 
or f rom, you. Today , while indul~ing i "l'l a nything but 
pleasant cont .. plati ons , I have t :hought of how kind you 
have bee.1 toward me i 1 past : easons of Jist1·ess. As I via\7 
m7 career, it seems I have had my share of trouble and 
disappoint ment , "but it eeel:1'3 the cup is not yet full . For 
nore than three years my daug}lter h· s been a sufferer from 
ti1e after -affe~ts of appendicitis . Tnen her sister , Eliza-
beth Ptorey, broke lo~n and is sufferi11 fro~ nervous strain. 
T!lis not being enou_;h, five weeks ago , I was talen w:4th a 
chi 11, and VIas t~"U'0\711 on 1y back the best part of a ..... .-eek , 
all C'1USing addi tionnl costs, \Vhich 1: s eateh up all I 
h d , and ~ore . On Sa turdPy I '"·ill have to meet an obligation 
of nearly $50 with less ~~a n hRl£ that s~~ i n sight. It 
seeus that 38 I get older I am lc ·3s r1b l e to earn money . 
Worriment , ·perhaps , h ae been a great handic'-lp. I do not 
·ant to ~ sk you to help me , but if you could, it will be 
appreciated. Hoping you a re v:ell , I am 

Dear James, 

sin~erely yours , 

n. R . Shronk. 

2135 \ est ontario street , 
April 29th 1910. 

Your kir..:~ l etter cru e to hand thie morni ng, and 
1~ u gre~t reli'::!f to me, for which 1 he artil.Y hhank you 
and hope I may somet e "'be a ole to reci)ro ca te the favor · 
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I have just written up the wedding of :~iss Ethel 
Dutton Stidham, for tortO:rrow'a papero . She will be 1aarri ed 
by her father , at noon to'lo~row , in the parsonage, to u.r . 
Leonard 0 . Ritter , o f _·ew York. Her sister , rs . S~nley 

o rtimer , of :-e, York , -·ill be matron of honor , and ::iss 
Laudonia Co 1 ton , also of ·~ew York , will be 'Jrides:maid . 
Stanley ~~ortimer v:ill offic:tate as best man . After a trip 
to """iagra Falls, Perd Stidham you know lives i n Buffalo , 
they will .ceside in ., ew York . I met mR. Hitter, \:ednesday 
night , after praue~ service . He see~s to be a nice young 
man . 

Thanking you again ·or your kindne~a , I arn 
Sincerely yours , 

Hobert R. Sh rank . 

Sep teember l•i t:1 1910. 

Dear James , 

I had the p l e'i.JUre l as t }J riday sevening of 
.:;pending un hour vvith Jacob and his wife , at the hone of 
Harry ' s ~lid ow . I also EiaYT Ja cpb again at the churc:.~. , 
Sunday !l:arning . \7hat a p i ty it is that his siG.'lt is so 
poor ; otherwise he appears to have changed l ittle for 
l;lis years . Seei!lg them probably accounts for my having 
thou ht so much a'bout you during the week . Tl~ere ar e so 
many things that 1~l! ing you i n mind . It seeras to me that 
the friends \-:e ::1ake i n earl.r life are closer and better 
than those won i n later years . A great deal of co:nfort 
comes to the "aged" , you know , by retrospection . ''e live 
over again , both wllile nwake , ·~s well a in dt'eams , those 
hnppy days of yore . I wa!3 glad to learn through Jacob of 
your bein:· in your usual :health. How is your hear t? Dr . 
Sti dh:-tta tol d me sane months ago you were troubled a good 
deal . J'.Dve you ever tried sl ~w, deep , br .a thing? J:r . 
ltilltgan, of the ~.anayunk Chronicle , used to say that 
such brea t 'ling kept hi young \7hen he was well in the 
eighties. Dr . Sti ci.'1.aFl , Edwin Singer , Harry Bi nkin and I 
met , as a commi ttee.la st evenit'l;, o go over t}1e l ist of 
members of the church , so as to ~et as near as possible 
to the correct nwnoer to reuort to the Association. We 
found quite a nunoer of n mea that co nnot be account~d 
f r , in that their pr ~ sent whe!'eabouts is unkown . Among 
these is 1 rs . Loud. No one seems to kna\7 what has become 
of her . Some have passed away. 

In Septem')er 1885 , while l irYing i n .. anayunk , at 
the request of a con .it tee from o un t vernon : i ssion , I 
con ducted a Sunday morning service , and continu~d doin.,s 
eo after I had moved to ':.. ioga , until students fror.a urozer 
~heoi.ogical Se111inary took up the \lark . The mi<>sion is now 

.. ount Vernon Church. On Sundey the 25th , the 25th anni ­
versary \lill be c e lebrated. I have been invited to deliver 
the norning addr ess . Dr . Humpsto.ne , while pastor of 
• anayunk Church , conducted Sunday <.•fternoon servi ces at the 
:ri ssion , as did ~ev . James Parkes , his predecessor , "but 
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the work ceased. and was well nigh dead when the members 
urged me to start the Sunday night meetings . Dr. Willmarth 
is to pr ac the evening ser on. I f eel highly honored i:n 
being asked to speak again to the people there, who call 
me '1 the father of the church" . 

I send yo'J. a eli '!')pine fro 1 l as t · eek' s Chronicle , 
in which you will see brief sketches of · ra . Charles K. 
Sorber, and rs. Adam .:.:e tti 1ger . I was one of the carriers 
at' rs . Sorber's funeral on Gaturd3y af'ternoon. Hrs . l!ettinger 
died of an internal twnor . She had been ailing a long time 
but :id not k1ow t~e cause until it ;as t oo l a te for an 
operation. 'he o_1ly a short time a0o buried her sister • 
who for Tl"'"lY year3 was in an aaylu.':l for t..""le insane , and 
told me she was so glad the sister died first . 

Si·1cerely yours, 

· r . J a1a-s S . Swartz • 
_ o . 11 Broadway , 
_·ew York. 

Dea:::- James , 

R . Roberts c-11ronk, 
2135 , est Ontari·6 s t r e e t, 
Cepternber 14th 1910 

January 7th 1911 . 

I preawne you have heard of the departure of 
;;:y sister. "'::li zabeth , and thotqht you night like to know 
so::ne of the :f'g¢ts , "Lizzie" , as she was known to her many 
friends, was t aken ill on Sunday evening December llt~. I 
had seen her in the morning , when c:~e was attending to her 
duties in the alice station. She con:plain~d o f a pain in 
her chest, but thought it would pass awey. Late Tuesday 
night . I learn d she had not b-een to the station for two 
days . Early tile next day I visited her , when she said she 
had been very sick , but was feeling better . That ni-ght 
Lary Jane Shaffer informed me t i1a t a physician had sug­
gested being taken to a hoepi tal. Thursday there seemed a 
little i prove;aent, so she was not re:noved to St. TimothJ' ' e 
Hospital {Memorial Ho spita l) until the following day, Fri­
day . The physicians said she had a light case of single 
pne~~onia, and was removed to t e co~v· lescent ward, and 
was doing · ell unti 1 I-eningi tis developed and proved 
fatal, che passing peacefully away at three o ' clock Thurs­
day morning. I had her body brought to my home, fro 1 where 
she will be buried to,norrow , Sunday afternoon , the ser ­
vices to be h eld in the chur11h at the - --------- -

!received a telephone message at 2 o'cloclc on 
ednes d y orning to come nt once to the hospital, so I 

hurried out in the freezi e sleet and ~ail, to a livery 
stable for a carriaee . I tl ere telephoned to the hospital 
and woo told t ba t a chang e for the better had t aki3n place , 
so! did not go to the hospital till after dayligLt . py 
sis te- , ·•argaret, of Ger an tovm , and I reache.:! there to­
gether, nd found _-:lizubet·1 unconscious . Dr . rtidham called 
duri'" .. ~ t11e morning. Uargaret ·'nd I remained 11o~t of the 
day and ·were ·'li t:1 her all through the lo 1g hours of the 
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night , alone , until the end came , Just at 3 o ' clock she· 
raised her ri~~t hqnd upward as if reaching for soneone , 
while a smile , the most b~autjful I have ever see1 , lit 
up her face ··J. tb a radiance t at plainly told of her 
ont:::-ance into her ·*aster's Eternal presence , to go no 
more out forever . With the smile upon her face , the color 
and distortion all gone , ..::er spirit took its f lig:1t. How 
·e , "'d many others ·.1ho have known trouble , t;ill mi ss 
her . She \Tas a staff on which many l eane l \hen so !." _ow came 
to them . 

Yours sincerely , 

r . Jam~s ' . Swartz , 
~o . 11 .. ~road\;ay 

Hew York . 
Jnn . 7t~l 1911 . 

Dear James , 

?.. . Robe::to ~hroPk , 
2135 ~eat Ontario street . 

2135 est Ontario street , 
11'ebr ary 17 t11 1911. 

I read. your 1 e tter of \ ednesday , with both 
interest a,....d indignati on, particulnr1.:r the clinping from 
the Boston Even~ng Tra:1script . John G. Johnson , the gr eat 
corpora ti o:n la\vyer, is very close- mo uthed concernin~ 
hir:1aelf . I had t~1e '~o ~1 merioan 1 s Information ureau 
look hi up yPsterday; all I could learn conoen1ing hL--: 
wa·· that he ·eclin~d to say ~.mything about himself re-
gar din his early life . As to his father having had a 
blacksmith shop ~t the ""'alls , :r tbinl<: that is all together 
in t:he imagination of Cl~f:ford r . Kempton . l.:any y~ors ago , 
when I was but a chi l d , Joseph Jolnson had a blncksmith 
shop on the east side of .idge ave11Ue , near the l i ttle 
yellov-1 dwel1i:'1B that U!Jed at st•~nd at th e botto:.n. of Smith' s 
hill . You rer.1e~1ber the o l d path up through the wo o ds to 
Fore n t Scl-.o ol. On one end of t·le shop John R. .Johl1son and 
a man named '.i'h1r1pson conducted 'l feed store . Joseph Johnson 
a fterwar d had his shop on the west side o:f the av~nue . This 
shop was subsequently owned by a nruned n .... med ::::Uncan , whose 
son . Uriah, attend"ed the pa:j school on Laboratory Hi l l. 
· 1illia Shronk , -Y uncle , ;.ho hnd had a shop in front o:f 
his home , ooueht ou~ Dunqan and moved his business to that 
shop . After selling his shop to Duncan , Jo~~son ~ent to 
•:orl-:: in ~ldwin's Loco.cotive orks . Later he h d a black­
smith sho:p back o:' his home. These blacksmith shops were 
the only ones at t.c.e Falls . Joseph Johnson ' s only son , 
Dr . Charle"' Johnson, is a surgeon i n the em·oloy of tLe 

ennsylvan:lia ~ailroad. Cli"fford s. (J:empton) built his 
Johnson a tory on fancy . How he came to .... rite the other 
stuff which~ ou des· gnate as libel , I am at l os s to know . 
I never h .: any a cqu<.1i:1 t 3nc e with the Kemp tons; simply know 
Jim and that is all . 

You remember :o bert and ~;orneli us 8mi th , 1o you 
not? Their father , Co rneli uo Smith , Sr . , owned and occupied 
the large ;.hi te man3ion at yu en Lane and Township line 
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ro::-d ( "Carlton 11 ) , now ''issa:1ickon avenue . Thor.we Sm:hth 
.., brolbher of Jorneli us, sr ., nnd who lived on School lane 
had a son Clifford, w>ose sister Jar:1ee Xemuton ::~.arried , ' 
so t!'le Clifford s. Ke!npto·1 who ···rote the arti~le night 
be a son of ti:at marriage . Jim Ke.rupton YlU<3t have neen 

&7.'.z>~i!if~r a:?~ d-d1Y ~- t,/?p-~er-§.7.J2i:,rc;' lf/.Te' dr-' c:&-:r 
founders of St . Jal':l.es the Less Church , whose place 
adjoined "Old Qaksr• (site of Atwater Kent offices) '1nose 
palatial brown stone nans±on your father erected for 
President Tucker of the Headin..., Hai lr'1od, married another 
daughter of that ':!loans Smith . Anot:1er 'homas Smith was a 
brother of Ric~1ard Penn 8Hi th, and father of lawyer 
Randolph Smith. '.f.n.e I.:emptons h d a factory at Lanayunk , 
and I believe managed to get rid of a good deal of money 
belon in~ to George Blight and Cornelius Smith Sr . Archi­
b::-tld ca 1pbell , nanager of the Kempton .. i lle , got possession 
and had a large hOi'le built on Pchoo :J,. lane. The Kempton 
home became the property of "'lli a Yarnall , \:ho ~~o 1 · it 
to c. 0. Farrison, l:1te head of the University o:f Pennsyl­
vania. H.e occupied it a short time , abou+, 20 years ago , 
when he w'ls school controller from the 21st "ard, Of late 
years the house }laS b~en vacant, ·tnd has , on tHo o t::caei. ons, 
been damaged by fire , C8Used by tramps. 

I have co pi ::!d t!le eli ""'Ping and wi 11 , have it 
reprinted in the anay~~k ;hronitle. I may send a reply 
to it to tbe Springfield Republican, or to the oaten 
Evening Transcript . 

Joseph Jo_nson was 94 on January 24th, and is 
rem<lrkably wll preserved . On the ~unday following his 
birthday , Dr . '1illnarth (pastor of :toxborough aptist Churci1f 
came do\·m and :::>r . Sti fuam hRd him preach his ser .:on on 
the "Sovereini t of God" . Was one of the fir1est 1 have 
eve liste ed to. At the close of the ~erYice , Johnson was 
invited forward and given a reception. This w~a repeated 
again after tl1e February Comrnu:niion service , when ary 
Clbuae and · rs . .... i .eand were included in tlle reception . 
Aunt Belle Roberts was not pre3ent or ehe , too , would 
L.<.lve bee~ include d . Dr. Cha.rles K. lli lls , I see by the 
forecast , io to lecture on _:arrJh lOth , in Ameri can Hi=ill , on 
"Ri~'>toric Facto 11 , for the Colonir:1l Du:1ea , and the Yalls o'f 
fc1uylkill Business ens' Association. I shall endeavor 
to hear him,..:t~ah; er hh11. He is preparing a hi story of the 
Fallo which I believe \:.:.11 soon be in print. 

I received a copy of the rules and a -blank for 
app lication to the ugent ""one, out find is not eligible 
as to age , ".'hi~h must be 65, ·md in other r espects. The 
same copdi tiona exist in 311 other ho11es I have tried. 
What to do with hir:1: do not :nov: , poor fellow , he is all 

lone i the house i n f'cott ' s lune. I had to pay a. other 
~onth 'a rent on ednesday and bought hi 1 coal to keep 
hi self warm . __:argaret and my daughter keep him ill victuals . 
!tiespretty hRr d proposition. I fcrr it \-·ill require a 

ighty influence to a;e t. }1.J.m into ny hoLe . vutsi · .... of the 
ae;e quen tion , I really think George h<1a <- s I.1uch right to 
the ·ugen t Home , as h3d Joseph 'talker . 

Dr . Stidham is far fro 1 being a v:ell man . I feel 
gre'ltly concerned about him . Ae far as I can learn , the 
operation he underwent lnst fall (Appendicitis) J!lay have 
to be repeated. If i "t. does I :feo.. . .r the reoul t . On Wednesdmy 
ni ht he told me he wos feeling better than he hnd been , 
but the Doctor (Rath) had not repo~ted definitely on the 
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case. I do hope another oueration mail be av, ided . The 
chU!'ch has done nobly i 1 the mn tter r:!f repairs , ~ ~d the 
old. bu-ldine; looks ·-ell on the outGide . The inner v.rn1ls 
ou ht to be re- frefecoed , but wi 11 have to \.ai t ti 11 the 
work done is paid for . 

I hope, dear Jmaes, that in this lene;thy letter 
you :Hay find the info:-nation desired, and t'h"'t it will 
also find you in good health a d prosperity . As t~ my 
heal th, I have muc:.z. to be tahankful :for. I think I stand 
the buffeting of all IJOrts of wea-ther seven days a week , 
~bout as well· s any of my winte:-s could be xpecte~ . ~ha t 
ureal rest ~ere will be by and bye . 

Sincerely; yoU!'s ,. 

Hobert R. Rhronk . 
P . S . I return the clipping as requea ted. S 

Dear James , 

_ .. __ _ 

21 35 '..est Ontario Street, 
1'arch 14th 1911 . 

! bnve just returned from a trip down town and 
have conclu(ed to keen indoors ·ntil mo~ning and doctor 

cold I cont:::-acted Sunday. I cannot tell how glad I was 
on Fr i day night, to once more t '"ke you by the hand. How I 
would like to have spent soT'le time '' th you before your 
departure . I suppose .·au enjoyed the, to me ,very interest­
ine , l ecture . D~ . Mills h· s cert i nly due; pre---ty deep 
i nmo the pust his.tory of t.h• dear old F~lls . His showing 
"Bobby" Evans• Ii'oun·tain Park Hotel as a Revolutionary 
relic was a mist"'ke . '2he central , or main pant of that old 
hostelry (Cafe IU.viol'tl ) was owned nd occupied as a dwelling 
by .'i lliam Grif .... i the , \Tho sold the pro"J ~rty to James spencer , 
for who. James (StantonJ and Spencer (Cllurnet) stree ts·v:ere 
n;:u:'led. Evano previou~:ly conducted the Old Fallc Hotel. He 
built the wings a::-:d sheds to the Griffiths' d'·:elling and 
then opened the !<'ountai'!'l Park Hotel . In a talk I had some 
t:lme ago, wlth Hugh Scott (father of r rs. "illiDm Jones , of 
Ha~7ood street) about ancient r~otory ~f the Fal l s , he 
informed ~e that soon af~er Jom1 Dobson bought Arnold' s old/ 
Hotel (~.ha len 1 s) one of the colonial man telpieces on the 
second floor h~d to be repa ired. Nathan Jaggers , the 
c~rpenter, found it necessary tc ~ake it own i ~ order t 
pl ce it back secU:::"ely . On t he b ck of the 1.. was found 
the d~te April 13th 1?3J, and the na e of the s upposed 
maker of the the man\), . The name Sea tt could not re!!lember . 

o one seens to have enjoyed t e lecture !!lore than 
our venerab le friend , Joseph Jo.mson. After le~ving you I 
took Jor.nsor.' s a rr:1 ar.C: "We \~aLe d to idvale avenue , vb.ere 
he and his daughter took a tl"olley ca r i'or t heir !:o e . 
He wanted to walk home, but the girls would not per.wit 
h im . I asked him o:n counday if l.~.e felt any the Y!O ae for 
being out so 1: te :?riday night? His reply was "not. at ~11 ., , 
but there is one thing I greatly reo:-e·~ , and that l.S that I 
Ahook h nds v.ith James Svmrtz und did not know r.dm. What 
c an he think of me?" I su")pose you took a ni;9.t lao)(. at the 
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church , &!1d sav: hoY: much it has been improv d . I wish we 
might l ?Ve a larger congregatior. It p·ins me to see so 
many empty pev1s , which seems a .;onstant re.t1.inder of the 
depnrted love ones , who once filled the l i ttle chur611. 
rs . ·,·:i.eand, up on le r.~ r ing of your being at t' e lecture , 
~aid she felt r ll th~ more disappointed in not being able 
co come over co t_'?.e lta.Z.Z. 

With beet wi !3hea I m::t , 

Sincerely youra , 

R. Roberts Shrank. 

P . s . It is nov raining and I om gl ad I a rranged to remain 
. ore f or ~he night . s . 

2135 l.'es t Ontario street , 
!..arch 24th 1911 . 

Your letter of the 2:}-s t -caMe to hand yes terdt~Y , 
Rnd was rea d wi tL ore than uau· 1 interest . It does nil t 
seen pass ble that 53 years have pussed since the Sunday 
you ·nd your sister \i'er e b-ptized by the Rev . 1: . JuC.son 
Cl·~rk . The occasion vrns you:- 18th birthday , so I congrotu­
l~te you o~ having rounded out another year . Yeors , however , 
do not count . 11 ma:1 i a as ol c.l r, .:.~e feels, and a v•or1r>n 
as old as she looks" , g ives one a letter i dea of life , th•n 
the si. ple sta ternent tha ".. :h.e or ::;1-_e ~s s o many years old . 

T see , by this morning ' s papers , that our friend 
Peter :Sechtel , ls etBain a widower ; his second v:ife having 
'ied yesterd·y . You remember hie -"irst wife vms Jennie 

Palmer . Poor Peter , he ba~ bee m1fortnnate nnd I believe 
has lo s t his busine~s . \Ifnat you said i n your letter <:>-.out 

orace S."llith made ne thin?: of the ti. e i n Apr il 1865 , H}1en 
Lee surrendered . Mr . Chezsshire , Lewis Hettinger , Sergeant 
Car.1eron , end I , v;ent up in the cr urch spire and clanged the 
bell, n:aki ng all the noise possible . In tL.; Ili do t of the 
di n , ::: ti1.oug..'11, t of .,..,lla Smith , r orace's daughter , who was 
very ill in t· e old house on th e hill almost opposite the 
ch urch , abd telling the others we quit the noise . Later 
that a ftel·noo n , Ho1·ace caw I:R . Chesohire entering the par­
sonage , and l;gve ::i!n a tongue 1· sr..ing. "Why you scump , 
I ' 1: box your ears 1" said :·r . Chesshire , .,nd hurri ed. to 
t_:e ea te , but before he could get it < ;le , Horace was 
run "' i ng u . t.ue steps toward his boLe . \.'he.- 1.r . Ohesshire 
pr --a ched his farewell sermon , from t}._p text , "!,"' my Father ' s 
hou £' e ure many mansions'~ !l Horae e v1as pres "::'n t and a t the 
close of the servi ce s<>._. to me , "Bob , Chesshire selected 
t he teyt to shor; A"obot t}'l..at his i s not the only mansion in 
ex.i::;tence" . The best thing I ever h.:ard abo ut 'orace was 
tol'1 me a good ma·,y years ag o by Po l iceman Thomas Short . 
He and ~ill Il l ingsworth, letter carri or , were own in 
7issot 1 s meado\ (front of Cafe Riviera) before the par k 
drive •.1as built . It was a sunmer ' s ni ght . The s a"> Horace 
\;alk out of '.: i sot ' s djni--:g roor.1 carrying something white . 
He walked clo\·m to the atone steps thu t l ed to the k i tchen , 
and alked to the l ov. er side of the hotel , wbere he placed 
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w 8t he was carrying under one of ~1e eversreen trees , 
then \nllked back to\";ard the front of the hotel . Short said, 
"Illingcy;orth suggested that we go see Tihc t oraca h1;.;,d 
pl· ced under the tree. "'e did , nnd found he hc.d stolen a 
finely broiled chicken from the dining room. V.'e each ate 
alf of the chicken, then pl ced tLe bones on the pl e te; 

covered them with a napkins , and hid ourselYes i n the old 
garden . In a li ~tle whi le Horace and Sam Winpenny cane 
do\'7n

1
the path . :e herd Gam say , "Horace, if you're fooling 

me ! 11 punc:-.. · your d--n l1ec · ' . "I ' rn not fooling you , sam; 
it 1 s dcne a splerdid bl'o,·m . · ere we are1 11 And stoopi n; dovm 
he reached under- the tree , drev1 out the covered. :pl a te, an~ 
handed it to ···i npen..YJ.y . Lifting the napkin , \'.'in penny say 
only u lot of chicken bones , · n c1 just as Hora ce had ralbsed 
up fro'":"' .his etoo:ping pos:Ltior , sam gnve him a slap on the 
:ft~ce that sent hin rolling C.o"n the hill , sayi ng , "l);t-n 
you , t· ke t11~t , you loa:f'er l 11 and walked back to arc the 
-rront of the hotel , l eavi ng 1orace to sneak off toward the 
river . I never could tell why , 11ut I alw2ys had a liking 
for Horace ,..,nith. He alvrays treated me right, and often 
in our talks, he would speak well of the church. He des­
pised hypocri sy . He rec eived_ is badness from his father , 
who I think \'las the 1::oct v·icked man I have ever known. 
He would bon ts of getti ng drunk three time::; a day , but was 
one of those . e::1 v;:b..o onl y ~ot dru11k in t heir legs . When he 
\7as on hio death }Ied he oent for my father . I shall never 
fo:!..·get tl:.e expression on fat..'ler ' s face when he returr.ed 
hom"' that flay. He Ytalked i n the house , sat dovm on the o l d 
y;"hite settee , pl:.ced his f-:tce in hio hands , and sat there 
a long time -r ... thout s eaking. Finally mot..'tler cai d , nDan , 
what is the matter?'', and his reply, "What do you suppose 
Penn Srni th wanted ne ~or". l'hen I reached his bedsi de he 
raised h i mse l f up and snid, "Dan , I 1m g l ad you came . I ' :tD. 
going to diel" 2nd then raising the bed clothes sai d "I 
'>i .nted you to see \7ilat a d .,. .. l., pair of l ees I ' ve go t to go 
to hell with 111 It was a lon{" while befo r e father go t over 
the effect of that visit . 

'hen I l ast· wrote you I h d just r eturned from 
dovm town and was feeling ·wrctch~-"d . I not onlY. re1nained 
home thAt Tuesd<.'ly night , but v:as kept home by an attck of 
the grip all the rest of tLe week , o.nd am not yet fully 
ov r thr trouble , but am gradually getti ng all right . One 
does not recup-:rate so quickly vr e"l he gets on in years . 
· i th one bein..; kept fro worl: nd hn.vin his revenue 
· topped it does :not pay to be sick long . I n +.his Vleck' a 
C'-ro...,i cle I expect to fi:nd a li tle aocount of the fall 
Dr . ·.ills spoke of i n his lectire , as having been i n 

.. s ru..Yl . If the a rticle i s printed I vrill mc.i l you a 
co:py on 'onday, when I get to the office . You remenber 
John Ti~bers , I suppose . He vms buri ed l ast T.eek , from 
his ho!ne in, est Phi l ddelphia , and \"as 75 years o~ age . 
He l eft the Fall soo:'l after t. e clo"e of the Civil war . 

Hoping this ~ill find you i good health , I am 
Sinc erel y yours , 

J r . JaJ!les S . Suwr tz , 
l.o . 11 Broadway, 
He•.! York . 

R. Roberts Shronk. 
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}.~arch 29th 1911 . 

Dear J ames , , 

Di d you ever have an att ck of the "Dumps"? 
I am h~ving one just now , which almost keeps me from think­
ing. So far this haq been an unuzua llY trying year. It 
co~enced on JanuarJ 5th i n the deat of Elizabeth (sister) 
in the St . Timo t by ' s Hospital, then roy having t o give up 
work to nurse myself without a doct r' s h elp , over an 
a ttack o f t he grippe, from wl-ich I am slowly recovering . 
Just as I was aole to 3et out , my s tep- daughter Elizabeth, 
wl.o hns been a ilin--.:.: for more thun a year frorr.. nervous 
pro Gtr u tion, bro ug..'l-} t on thDough attending to lTe tti e , took 
dovm with the grinpe . All together the tri ~ ls seem to come , 
but the cost never ceases . All t hro ugh my life I have 
never ha d a position in which l''lY pay would co 'l t t nue in 
case of sickness or forC'ed illness , vnd in ell my years 
the only vaca tiona I ha-re had v;ere the six weeks hol idny a 
while a ttendirg t h e old ""i'orest School. ~ometimes I think 
it i':'QUld be well if the Osler eys tem (of chlorofor :rr1i nc;; all 
persons upor: reocching sixty) would b,. c< rried out • .And yet 
life is pleasant even with its bitt erness. Honing you never 
hav e , or will hav~ such a case of "dumps ", I am since r ely 
yours , 

R. R. Shronk . 

P . S . Yo u a re t: .e onlJ one I could \rite as I have. I 
feel better for doing it . 

s. 

April 12th 1911 

Dear J ames , 

Your letter rea~hed me Snturday morning. s orry 
you have that oJld pa i n on the upp er part of your chest , 
which interferes with .1o ur writing . Have you ever tried 
deep breathing? Fil} your lunes as full o f air as they 
Vlill bold, t hen after a brief period exha le it s lov:l' from 
a partly closed mouth . I find it to be helpful to r.1any 
complaints . : t s tartes t.'l-}e blood circula tine;. In a talk 
I h ad wit:: a Lannyunk atheist , a sho rt time ago , about 
ailments he said , "There is no ailment but wh· t cnn be 
tra c ed to the stomach. That there is no s uch thing as 
heart disease , "11 · that if a person would take ca re of 
the a tomach, < 11 tLe oth er organa would remain normal" • 
He , Hugo Watsor , a jeweler, i s nearly 90 years old , a n d 
is abo ut as h~althy looking as an~one I Know . \'!e have 
kno~n each other for more th n thirty years . At first 
,.;e use d to argue a grea t deal on rel i g ion, until I con­
vin~ed him tha t Eantist have never persecutee.. • !e then 
agr eed not to argue~ !!r . 1 illigrm a ttributed h is good J:ePlth 
to deep breathing. It helped him to overcome stauaer1ng. 
If .you hr..ve not tried it , I would advise you to do so , 
a nd hope you may ~ind re11ef . 

L'-'s t Saturday aftE!rnoon I at tended the funeral of 
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Hnrriet Carr Crooks, c.t her late home on East park Drive , 
at the ]'alls . :)!' . Sti dhun conducted the services, and was 
assisted by Rev. Walter OakfordJ,tpastor of the Grace 
Reformed Episcopa l Ci:urcb.. Harriet, or 11Ha.l", as she \"las 
generally called, was a good- hearted , helpful woman. 

On Wednesday evening I m3de <:') short call on a widow 
here in '!'ioga , in whom I am greatl in erested. She is 
the o l dest ....,aptist ,I pres~ i n the \lorld , and on Fri ay 
will celebrate her 103rd birthday. She is a dear old 
\•Omt&n, remarka 'vly well preserved and retains full control 
of her faculties . Her name is 1r.rs . Ann Elizabeth l:agill. 
"liy only trouble O, she said, 11is my sigLt , which is slowly 
failing . As it is my second sight, the Do ctore can do 
nothing to save it ." She goes up an down stai rs unassisted, 
taken daily walks on the porch, or in the yard , for exer ­
ercise . She was born April 14th 1808, in Castle Valley, 
Bucko County . 

I ow swift is the flight of time . Tomorrow, April 
12th wi 11 the 50th a:-:ni veroary of the Confederates fi:trine; 
unon 'ort ~um ter , tbus starting the Civil \ a r. You rer:1e~uber 
how th Falls was s tirred by the nev1s of that bombardment? 
Ho11 ti1e copperhead Democrats were forced to put out flags 
to show their colors. By the way , it Wus i n 1861 I hear d 
you 1nake your first outdoor speech, or I should say it 
was the fi r st outdoo:- spee ch I heard you make . Do you re­
member the occasiolj? The 88th Regiment was encamped in 
Robeson's raeadov.· . (Q,ueen Lane Pu.rnping station site) The 
celebrated Ringgo l d Band , of Reading , ,·:as the regimental 
band . One bright eveting of that su:nmer tr..e band mar cb.ed 
down to . our home i n La bora tory road , for the purpose of 
serenading you ana your sister ------------

(Rest of letter mi esing} 

: ay 28th 19111. 

Dear James, 

Forty- e i ght years ago tonight , the last Sunday 
i n Uay of 1863 , you '\oVai ted upon me Vlhen I was baptized by 
· r. Chesshire . lienee I enter upon my 49th year of jubilee 
next Sundey , cs a menber of the Falls Church. What tre­
mP.nduous ~~· gee have taken place duri ng these years? As 
one contemplates ther.1 , they are o:ppalling. Only a few who 
then occupied the pews are livine . Others have come and 
gone . On June 7th , next .ednesday, efforts will be made 
to have special services , and to get the embers togethher , 
for that evening , with a vie\. of getting a better attend-
nee to the re ular prayer meetings . I presm.e you have 

heard of the d_ th of _·rs . Sarah Abbot Brooks . She v:as buriai 
on ''a dnes day afternoon , fro an undertaker' a parJtor on 
Chestnut street . Interment was rna e in North Laurel Hill 
Ce et~ry . I knew nothing of her death until\ ednesday even­
ing , vhen Edwin Singer told me of his having attended the 
funeral . We have \'That is known as a Permanent Cmuncil, here 
in Phil delp. ia . It takes action on examining c an di c'a tes 
for or dina tio., , "'~nrl i n co nsi cleri ng ne•~ churches seeking 
recognition . I attended P meeting of the Council l ast 
Tueoduy nig!.t , in the Roger \lilliams '~uilding , 170~ Chest­
nut street. I queGtioned. the candidnte , John !.:atthlas , of 
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Frankford Avenue Church, on hie belief in the resurrection . 
At the conclusion of the meeting Dr. Rowland ca"lle to me 
an said , "I a~ gl , d you are an old- fashion ed Baptist like 
Myself . 11 Pity there are not more of t he ole. fashioned type ; 
somelhhing has crawled into the ch urch F .... ich is leaving its 
impress, and not for the church's good. · 'e are to have a 
world-wide Baptist ga therine here , next .10nth , when dele­
go te badges v·ill cost $2 , and the Yl will n ot in8ure t r e holder 
adr.liseion to Grace Church Ter::ple . They y;ant the money to 
h elp defray the traveling expenses of foreign delegates . Guess 
I will not invest in a badge . 

l"Y brot::::Cer , George, i s still in t h e samaritan Hospi­
tal , ~uch better of his kidney trouole, but is to have a 
cataract removed frO .. ! one of his eyes on '.:'ues :ay. Dr. Stid­
ham informed the congregation this morning tbat Dr . \Vill­
marth is seriosuly ill at hi1-J home in \'issahickon , with 
heart disease . The chu rch was prettily decorated today for 
t~e memorial servi ces to be held this evening ~y General 
G. K. Warren Past No . 15 , G. A. R. , of I'anayunk . Dr. S tid­
ham is to speak at the 1nemorial services on Tuesday in 
Westminster Cemetery . 

I have written this since h~ving my supper and 
mu $\ now start out in search of news , a nice occupation 
f or a 48 years old Baptist on a SunGay night , isn ' t i t? 
Wish I coul ~ do without , but I can' t . 

Hoping you are well as this leaves 1.e , I am as 
ever, 

Snnc erely yours, 

R. Roberts Shronk. 

ray 13th 1911. 

Dear James , Your high~y interestir1g letter of the 9th 
re· ·ched me on the lOth. So J:ur.es Pennypacker, \I•L.o married 
your cousin lives in German t ovm. Did you not have a cousin 
Sallie? Somehow I had the impression that was the name 
of ths young woman who used to vlsi t your house on Ri dge 
avenue , a.nd who becan:e J'ra . Pennypacker . I had a talk om 
Thuranay night , with the secretary o-f' the centenni a l 
c:-on.Jnittee of the Roxborough Lodge, Uo . 135 , F and A. H. 
ano told hL.1 of _. DeGroot having a son whem he might find 
in this city. I n thinking about Cornelius DeGroot, I 
remember hiR going to Bobby Evans 1 , between hynns . His 
oon , Cornelius <m d I sa t on the same :bench in 1.:r . Mackie ' s 
school, in which you figured . One day upon reaching the 
sxhool, by way of S~ith ' s Hill , I saw a crowd of boys at 
the top of the steps leading up "School Hill ", close to 
the old ,pump . I fou11 d a man sii.ting on .. thep step , and asked 
hil1 to coii1e in the school . H£ eaid he would, after the boys 
were seated. The spelling cl ass had just been called i n 
front of tne platform , when nJohnnie" , e.s I had callea. him , 
walked. in . Ee too.k the irst seat and when !·r. kackie gave 
the word t o be spelled, he rose and spelling i t , advanced 
to the second seat . He spelled the next word, and then 
walked to the third seat. J'~'r . M2 cki e caJ!le down to where I 
was s i tting , and asked me to go for ~~ . DeGr oot , a di rector, 
who l i ved in the Stoever Stone House, near the Beading 
railraocl , near Sco tt ' s lane . I r an to the house and learned 
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~r. DeGroot had gone on t.e stage to the city. Running back 
to school I found the boys all on t:r.e outsi de, many of them 
crowdine; t."le do orway . I r<n around on the lower- , or girls 1 

side an1 climbed tnrough a window . You were the only one 
besi ce "Johnnie" an d. the t •acher in the room. I can see you 
now, si.J.tting on top of one desk, your feet up on another , 
\'d th your ar. s fo lded O'""~ .~o ur knees . Ur . Mackie repeatedly 
asked you to help hi'1 put the vis~tQ;r out, but you refused • 
When I h a.d tolr Mr . 1Iackie that Mr '; DeGroot had gone to the 
city , he called to John Drenn&n , \"l:o stood in the door , " 
Pussy , go down for Hogan1 11 Fog?n , a stout and -powerfully 
built man was a dyer in Nugent~s little mill. "Pussy" 
brought him to the school , as he entered Mr . Uackie became 
courageous a·.~ catbhing "Johnnie 11 by the neck, und the 
seat of his trousers, shoved hi1 down the aisle to the advanc­
ing Hogan . Then the fun was over . That afternoon, while 
stqndine; at the corner outsi de of Shantz ' store , 11 Joh.nnie " 
came up the ral'~d and talked to Shantz, who called hi!:l John . 
Shantz told me later , that the men' s name was John Dyer and 
t hat he h3d recen tly been in the Blackley Insane Asylum. 
Perhaps you will r emember Johnnie ' s 11 visit to the school . 
You, I believe , at the tine had a grudge against U:r . l.fackie 
for whi:;~ping John 11 PUssy 11 Drennan a few days previous, vrhen 
he h d a sore hand , and vn1en you coolly told the teacler 
that if he struck Drennan again, you would hit hir~ with a 
slate you ~~oo~. rendy to throw . 

I have no l.oubt but what Dr. J ~ills would appreciate 
the Hagner letter you mentioned. ve have had several days 
Gf sm~~er weather with the mercury at 90 degrees . 

:l e churche3 of Germantown , Chestnut Hill , Logan , 
Fa lls , Wis s ahickon , :·anayunk, an d Rox·,orouf!J:: , organize d 
a :~orthwest Baptist Social Union , on Thurs ay , in Roxborough 
Ch urch. I waspresent a little while at the evening session, as 
a reporter . I ha d to take my brother George to the sa.aaritan 
Hospital on Thurs day . He is suffering fro1 kidney trouole . 
Hoping this will find yo u in good health as it leaves me , 
I am , 

Sincerely yours, 

R. R . Sl)rol1k. 

-------
1:ay 6th 1911. 

Dear James , 

I see in todays Ledger tl1e death notice of James 
Pennypacker , i n Phoenixville, and ru_ wondering if he might be 
the James Pennypacker \V~J.O narried your eousin Sullie . Another 
of the olcer residents of the Falls , HrEl . Rosanna McCabe 
Riley , wac buried on T'nursday after Hi gt.~. }!ass in st . :Bridget ' s 
Chu::-ch. You will remember her as "Rosi e " ~antz, by which 
name she was long known owing to her having lived with the 
Shantz family for ~any years. 8he w~~ in her 75th year , and 
died Sunday after a brief illness of pneumonia . I called 
at the house on Janes, now Stanton street , while the wake 
wa s being held, to p<:~y my respects and was warmly received 
by ·r. Jo seph P.iley, her husband. They have two sons , 
Joseph , who is a musicia,.,, and a very fine young man , and 
Bernard, who, poor fell ow , is afflicted w1th the drink 
habit, end was a source of much trouble to his mother . 

Do you ever have dreams? I h d one last night, in 
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which I was at your old ~1one and in which ~QIJe of the 
the!" happy life I kn~w was lived over again . Your mother a:dd 
my mother and your sister were all alive and figured in 
the dream. Strange, is it not, how one's $ind , or soul - - ­
I believe it is t?-.. e soul that drearns--- oces and exoeri erma 
so much in t :. e brief space of a dream? And, when the 
awakening COmes, Wbat 8 difference to the dre Lrner to find 
hiuself alone . 

Do you ~ow anything about Cornelius DeGroot , that 
would go towards makirlg up a biogrpahy of him for Roxbor­
ough Lodge :;o . 135 F . and A.M. ? Vt'hile I am not a member 
of the order I have been asked to ~ive facts concerning 
a number of past ~ ~sters , ~or a history in 1913, when the 
lo dge v:ill cele'bra te its lOOth anniversary . DeGroot is one 
of tie past masters . I have been enmrooned to supper so 
will bring this to an end . Hoping it will find you i n good 
heolth , I am sincerel y yours , 

I.!r . James s. Swartz , 
11 Broadway , 
New York. 

Dear Jumes, 

R. Roberts Shronk . 

June 5th 1911 . 

We are having one of those cold June rains 
and it is very disagreeable. Of late years I have made 
it a point not to cnange underclothing in 1·ay and I 
feel today a little sorry that I changed in June . I think •ow were right in spelling our old schoolmaster's name 
~acki e . The last time I saw him was on a Sunday after-
no on in the early seventies . I was on my way to Sunday 
School , an0 met him just below the church on Queen lane . 
He was on his way to the Old Academy, where he had charge 
of Holy Trinity Uission (Grace Reformed Church) that was 
o:n outgrowth of the Church of st . James the Less , and 
which 'thom8S Powers , of the La bora tory firm captured 
and from it forr1ed what is noVI Grace ReforJ~ed Episcopal 
Church. I!r , lt;:jckie looked at me quiet awhile that Sunday 
before recognizing me . \Tnen he knew me , he asked, "Are you 
any better than when you were a boy?" Poor old man, while 
he was not much of a teacher , I have always thought he 
had generally a pretty hard lot of boys to deal with , end 
earned his salary of $600 per year , I think ~ou were going 
to High School , at the time :.:r . Ua0kie took Squire Willian 
Sorber by the arm, and thrust him out of the school door . 
Sorber had been electe School Director, end came on 
Tuesday to school to dictate to · r. Mackie how he should 
teach penmanship. After ~ brief argument Sorber found 
hinael~ outside the $Chool . Several days later Sorber, 
eccompanied by Nathan Nathans, controller ; Cornelius DeGroot, 
Robert ~·--orison , and several other directors , walked into 
the school , After a Did and Didn ' t conversation between 
Sorber a:nd the teacher, lll'. N~thane , v:ith his squeaky 
voice , addreRsed the school , tellin,' us boys about George 
Washington and t.tle little hatchet, end of the importance 
of telling the truth , He then told us that Ifl.r . Sorber and 
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the te r~ cher had agreed to let us decide whether Mr . 
Sorber had been forcibly ejected fro 1 the school. To h is 
question: "Did ~r . ::ackie put l!r . Sorber out of the 
school? 11 every boy of us yelled out an earne:st "llol 11 I 
~an see Sorber yet , as he left the school , his face red 
with anger . \rny ~e li ed for the t e~cher I have never been 
able to say , for none o-" loved him too '"'ell . I surrnose 
we wanted to help h i t>! out of his trouble . He never ' 
treated us better than he d.id the rest of' that v;eek. 

On ~e~~esday ight the church will hold a social 
r e- union in celebration of its 73rd anniver sary. The cele­
bration will be continued ~und.ay morning. Wednesday the · 
7th is the aflniver sary . It will also be the 48th anniver ­
sary of LY rec eiving the hand o'f fellowship . The church 
was just 25 years old the day I was received. I was then 
in my 19th year ; vras 19 on the 18tl- of' October . There is 
not .nuch C.i fference bet ee- ou·-- ages . Duri ng 1110 s t of my 
boyhood I suffered fro.n the result of brain fever , which 
I hnd when 9 years old . I coulJ not :play ac other boys 
did, owing to headache . Owen (Shronk) was 16 months 
older, yet everybody thouGht I was the older. I wish it 
wel'e pocsi ble for you to be vli"th us on Wednesday evening . 
l have just been called to supper , '3.-~'ter which I will 
make my nightly round in quest of news . Hoping you are 
well , -as this leaves 1ne, I am , ac ever , 

Sincerely yours , 

R . R. Shrank. 

August 30th 1911 . 

Dear James, 

I Lave been thinking of you frequentl=! today. 
There are times when I seem to dwell more in the past than 
in the present . On such dreary days as !be one we are 
having , the r etrospective takes hold and I recount the good 
old days that are go~e f orever . A few days a~o, while on 
ray way to tl1e Ledger office, I stepped on a trolley car 
in which !!rs . Wieand, and her brother , Dr . Dallas Peltz, 
were sea 'ted . The Doctor , you remember , ra.:1rrie i a 
daug. ter of' tl.e Rev . T!lom8s · alcolr1. , .1\ former pastor of 
Nicet~•n ~aptist Church . Tley seen to have separated and 
he is living on his far .... , somewhere down in 1ew Jersey. 
He has been ~uch afflicted with gout , but was looking 
fine t:1e day I met h i n . !n our tall{ he spoke of our school 
days , and of Mr. J.:ac.Aie . He was he often thought of the 
boys who attended t~e school with him anu Josiah , and 
wondered how many of t..~e:1 are liYing. I too}{ up the thought 
Rfter he left the car , and can recall at least 40 who are 
still living. woul m1 t it be a pleasant thing if the sur­
vivors could cor1e together in a re- union? James F . Hope , 
president of t:1e Unio'1 Le ague, and who was mentioned as 
a candi da te for :~ayor, at ten deti the 50t:il anni veroary 1 vrhi ch 
I induc~d. the sc110ol 3o:Jrd to holQ in 1901, when l'orest 
School had occupied the site tha~ many years . The anniver­
sary should l1ave been held in 1900, but delays put it off 
till the next year . Rev . Dr . Walker wac also present . 
Wouldn 1 t t:i.1e te~ chers llif us ol d boys would get together 
and march into the school? 
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How are you? Are you well? I hope that you 

have h~d a pl easnt sUJ.1.mer and that the fall which will 
soon be here may find you in eood h"alth and prospe::-ous . 
I have been very fi rtuY~a te at my work . Dor:1etimes I get 
tired and a little discouraged , but such f eelings pas . Since 
t e second week in Jul.r I have been working ""or· three 
dai l y papers , Ledger , 'Iorth AmericAn and Record. It keepo 
me pushing the pencil pretty ~~lose , but it also he~p'3 ru.e ' 
to meet t:1.e expenditures of life , BY the three I do as we l l 
as I used to in the pal.~y days of the Ledger duri '1g -·r . 
Childs ' times , "':hen one ' s work was appreciated and paid 
for . Everything now is commercin lism. You know , of course , 
of t he death of Jo:hn Dobson. Poor fellow , :Le went off 
suddenly . T~~ings g o on at the mille and at th~ Falls , just 
ao they did while he Y:as living. Sarn.uel Wyatt buried his 
wi f'e several y:eeks ago . Ht:1 h 1s, I believ e , three daug:L1. ters , 
\Vho care for hL,l . sam is a good man und I have always had 
a high reg ~.rd for him , ever r;; ince he car!l.e into my c l ass in 
the Sunday r:>chool . We are having a mix- up in politics here 
in the city , r-.md the fit;-lt is tucning into one of religion . 
Williams . vare is a :.:et·~odist . I do not :-:now what ur . 
(George "fi'.} Earle is religiously , "out the catholics to a 
man, s ~eu to be for him. I do not t:'li nk vare capable for 
t he job (:.:ayor) judging from a little talk I had with him , 
and frol'1 an attempt he macte to del i ver a speech . Rudolph 
Blankenburg , the "old war Horae" for re for.n , may be 
elected througil the trouble in the Repub~ican camp . I must 
stop today, to obey a call for supper . 

Your oLi friend , 

R. R . Shronk . 

october 14th 1911 . 

De at" James , 

Your letter of yesterdAy , "Hoodoo Fri day", the 
13th , came to hand this norning. I r eu , it before eating 
t'ly breakfast , ~t 10 o ' clock , my uoual t:ime . Ar ±mto crati c , 
ian ' t ? Yes , 'Ve are having a political love feast , here in 
poor old Phi l de l phia . I opposed t:1e nomination of 11 BDother 
Bill " vare , oec3.use I thought hi incapable , and li.:tre 
oth ers voted for .2arle , but will not help h is election. Your 
co 1p aring his hu.-nili ty with that bf a Uriah Heep, is a 
go o d one . As Uriah ":a,, f or Uriah , so Earle "i!s for Earle . 
From what I hear , I thlnk Rudolph Blankenburg has a good 
chance of bei 3g our next .~ayor . You mentioned .ny being 
reminiscent . It seems I alw:.lys have been . If its a sign of 
advancing age , 1nine h as advanced slowly , for I wi 11 be 
only 6? years old on next ·. ednesday , October 18th. All we 
have we owe to the past , a~1d what we are was acflieved 
in the yes t erdays of our li v.es . When the Aoostle paul 
ep:bke of "Forgetting tl1e past", he did not- mean its 
h istory, but his religious c a reer . v7i thout the past there 
would be no friendship . How fast the friends we 3ained in 
the p ast are disappearing , and \'/h:lt a di f ference there 
is i n t te old time friendships , to t i.1ose forued in recent 
year::.:; . The latter are , it seews , only acquaintances and 
not f :hte.nds . Even in church theDe is not the clos e 
fellowshi 1 once exp 2rienced. . I de].ight i n the retrospet!ti v e 
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to recall those good old days , w!len :ny heart was youn~ , 
before the clt uds of laos and adversity came to darken the 
days of' life. In my experiences there are so ;;1any things 
occurring whicil brings up the past . In my newspaper 
writing I am greatly helped at times, in knowing something 
of the historical , and I have been able to help otiers in 
t'le same line of work , which to me is always a pleaaure , 
often without any other re::1uneration. On Thursday evening , 
Hr . H. C. Lincoln came out with his At l antic City Chorus, 
an 1 gave a s:;>lendid musicale at our churfh. Among those 
who enjoyed it were ':iss Rebecca Uhler , who was also pre­
sent l:lst Sunday morni ng. She is living in the city again , 
wi t:H'Li .ttJ:eEli za", ·w·ho was with her on Thursday evening, 
but who is no lon.ger Little Eliza . Lizzie •#ettinger Stine 
came down from lTorri stovm. Theae two naturally carried one 
back into the good old past . We planned to have a Rally 
r:eek . There \Vas a good attendance Su.'l'lday morning. The 
sun~.' Sly sc jpol hel:! its rally in the afternoon and eve:1ing . 
On l:ond:"'y evening, the Baptist Sunday Sc-10 ol superintendents 
held t •. eir monthly meeting for wi:.ic} ... t:1e te:ichers and 
officers prer>ar '=d sup!)er. Thu'fsday e .,rer.in"'" we at te _pt ~d to 
h old an old-fashioned teu , and m3de provisions for 100; 
l ess than 50 came . When the tea was proposed there WPS a 
good d~al for feEr lest the money needed waul_. be hard 
to collect , t".ae cost being estimated ·1t $16 . To allay the 
f""1rs I voihunteered to rclise the money, -:1nd without asking 
nnyone in t : .. e Falls , collected $.19, w:1.1ch I gave to Edwin 
Singer to -pay C:e 'bills . : wish sor!lethine could be done to 
bring the peo·ple out , ~nd ·)r eak up the cold indi ff ~renee 
of too ~~ony of t'1e members . Thoae who do attend, do nobly 
financiclly and otherwioe . Sometimes I wi~h we h~d another 
Chesahire, who witi1 :111 his "bull- head English ways " organi­
zad hie forces for work and ~ept up the congregation. Per­
sonally , I O\ .. e much to him , and to you , for what I knmv 
religiou~l.f • He forced me to \Vor::: ana you gave .~e profi t­
able aJvice and. encourngenent . Hov; things have changed in 
the Falls . But here I am agai n gettinB back into the past . 
Do JOU blame me? Hoping you are in good health, as I am 
at pr~sent, I am , <lS ever, 

Sincerely an« gratefUlly yours , 

Robert R. Shrank . 

11/11/11 
( November 11th +911.) 

Dear James , 

notice please the manner of dati ·11 thi.-$ letter. 
For ti1.e eleventh time tnis hs"3 been possible since t~ e new 
centuny came in , in 1901 . (The Writer must have intebded 
to say 11 t he first tiM.e ") ":iext year , if spared we may in 
Dece.":liJer 7Tri te it 12/1.:!/12 . l~one of~ll be ever again 
write them, for a century _ 1ust pass before the can be 
repeated . You are jubilant over the result of tne election 
we had her e on Tuesday . I do ot feel so elated over :~r . 
Blankenburg, or thoce back o~ him; ex-Judge Gordon and 
others . Had Reyburn suhni tt~d to their terms and allowed 
the.n to dic tate Lis ~:npo intt1ents, what a different kind of 
a !ayor he ·:1ould have been ih their estimatio:1 . Whi le I am 
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hoping the beat c·o:-a t 1e incoming administration , I fear 
tl1e city will take a step backward. I am glad Tustin null ed 
through and thu t Acker i3 to be t he next sheriff . I have 
seen so many allege d reforms , that I become a Doubting 
T!lomas . 

I hope to be nble to at tend. Dr . ~:ills ' l ee tu:re on the 
night of t:he 1? th, and shall endeavor to push my \.ork 
back an hour :further into the night , AS I do Wednesday nights 
in order to get to the prayer meetings . Dr. Hills wrote me 
a couple of Yveeks ae;o , desiring me to send him my photo­
graph and stated he would i n his lecture quote me and other 
historians of th ~ ::;'alls . I presume !1e wants to have a slide 
raade of the :photo . I am an, iously waiting for him to pub­
lish his history as I am sure it will be as intersting as 
it would be co•;1plete . 

We h ad a li ttle fright in church on Sunday evening, 
Dr . Stidhan had almost concluded the second prayer, when he 
suddenly stopped; then in a faint voice began the Lord' l3 
Prayer; then s topped again. Har1·y Binkin in a very n i ce 
way , w·qlked up i:1to the puhlit and placed Dr . Stfdhar...1 in 
a chair . ~!:rs . Stii....~tL""n , Singer , John \/yatt, an d I , 9-lso 
wer.t up to the pul...:'i t . Dr . Stidham had be com~ unconsc:ilous 
for a brief period , ~ut was all right agAin by the t~1e 
the choir -,had sung a hymn , Binkin had announce~ ·:3.nd 
i nst&ted unon continuing the service . I remai~seated on 
a chair i:"l:r.1edintely behind hin. , ready to grasp him sht uld 
he give out, but he went throu~~ the sermon without trouble 
and ~ater celebrated t..."te com..rnuni on. He c1nnot account 
for the attack and on Wed.nesdat night , v·hen I last saw 
hir~ , was none t 11"' worse for t he experience. He says tt a ust 
be a sign of age , :;md told rr1e he will be ?4 next rn.onth . I 
did not think he was so r.1uch ol der tilan I , but "':e can never 
judge fro~ appearAnces . I saw Je~ie Reed last evening . She 
h·'s recently underrsone aP operation for a-ppendicitis in 
St• Timothy t a Hoopitel. She shows she has suffered , but 
says she i3 gradually ettin& all right again . 

This l eaves me in good health, but I an troubled 
some·what with my sigh t . I had to get new glasses l)ut can­
not get accust~ned to the~, and run tuKing sto~ach toning 
drafts which seem to help me slowly. As it is I Jtead as 
little as possi0le. Hoping you are i n gooi health , and may 
long continue to do so, I am. 

Si::1cerely you~1s, 
R . Roberts Shronk. 

:rove:mber 18th, 1911. 
Dear James , 

I was very gl2d to sec you looking so well l ao t 
even;l:ng , but ar:1 sorry I wa::J co npelled to leave t he hall 
without a chanc~ for a chat . Two things a·moyed me , very 
:!luch , during Dr . ! .. ills ' higr1ly interestin;s lecture . That 
alarm of t'i::te ':leant that I might been needed, and I was 
suffering a igl!eat deal with urinel trouble . I was very much 
afraid the lQtter would have kept me from attending the 
lecture, but fortunately I obtained a remedy which gave 
me relief amd great cor:1fort. The thins is a mark of age , 
and comes on with the s~ightest cold v;hich settles there . 
So much for ray hurrying tl\7ay. I have long thought the 
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word , ''History", ought to )e 8pelletl v1i th anotlt.er "S" , so 
that it would be "His Story", because all historians have 
their own versions of facts. \!i thout t=\ny thought of criti­
cising the lecture of last evening, there were a number of 
things said whic:1 VJo .rld no'j 'oear d:.he light of fact being 
tu. ned on t~en. For in"'t.'lnce: that old tumble down building 
pres .rtted as ncock Roach Row" . The structure sho\"ln was 
"Paddy l.!cGowan • s Ro\V 11 and 't1as on the opposite side of old 
Ferry Road fro:1 "Cock Hoach Row". You will remember that the 
old row had little flfont yards and there were do!'rjer 
win dows on the roof of each house . samuel and "Aunt Hannah" 
Scott , parents or Hugh, George ·md Harriet, lived in the 
one nearest the bridge . Silas Ti~bers and the Bennetts 
occupied others of t e houses . The Dr . J:ills said that Josiah 
\'l1~ites • wire mill stood near Cock notlCh How . It was on the 
lower side of the bridge . You will 1oubtlesa remember the 
two stone arches that stood near the river, un ti 1 they were 
torn down by Henry Becker , when he helped construct the 
Park Drive . As to the Laboratory , the {Jrounds were bought 
from James Spencer , who owned the old barn , and .froB George 
Shronk , Eliza1)et:1 Winpenny, Uary A. Jrfiller and Sarah Mower . 
Thorno s Shr!b·--k , of :~anayunk , who owned the Shantz propctty 
was another son. The works were built i~ 1847- 48 . The 
alcohol ci sti llery on the lower side of Ri dge avenue , was 
built i n 1850 . ~o mention was made of George L. Harrison , 
as a member l)f t he firD. He retired at the end of 1853 . 
Throup:"i--t him the building baclc of the old barn was erected 
in 1848, :::ts a school house for children.of the e:nployees. 
The second floor was fitted up as a library and reading 
roo:n for the workman . As soon as he quit the firm the 
school . library , and reacling room were discontinued by the 
great philanthropist Thomas Powers, and r·r . \Veightr:1an, who 
had tl1e building fomed i:1to four d\tellings , as it is today . 
I enjoyed. what he sai·i aoout the Reading Railway~ s ::-1agnificent 
Sto~e ~ridge and the little he said about your father , whose 
characeer I have ali.•1ays regarded as being as near perfect 
as any I have ever known . All together ti1e lecture was a 
good one and I think well delivere d. He hdd a splendid 
audience and everybody weemed pleased. A~ter leav1ng ti~e 
hall I hurried with my daughter, thinl<ing to put her on the 
train , but we missed it b,;r fet; Plinutes . We then walked 
down to Ridge avenue . I went to the )Olice station , and 
learning the fire was a triflinp- one at Dobson ' s :'iill came 
hot::e with Nettie , ,:!.)honi~1g my work to t.1e papers foom a 
drug store . 

Goodbye ti 11 next time, 

Christmas, 1911. 

Dear Jam!..o , 

A l!erry Christmas and a Happy lrew Year. having 
a little spare time t~is afternoon , I thoueht I would de­
vote it to i:ldulging in a written chat w.i..th .fO • • 

'fha t a difference the years make in Christmas and 
other -restive occasions? I tJ.1ough t as I sat at the table 
tod"ly , of what I would give to have , -ror just a little 
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while, the appetite I had \7hen I was a boy . As that is one 
of the has beens .I have to comfort myoelf with plain vic­
tuals, which after all, are best for those getting on in 
years. e are :1avin::; spring-like weather here today , and 
it seeras t:1at ru.ost people are out-of- doors to enjoy it . 
Here ~e are, about to ~~e clooe of another year, and as 
usual I a:n th.oughtful of the past . The year has been a 
good one to me in 12a·y respects. I have enjoyed good health 
and been able t.o attend my work without interruption. It 
has also bro~ght ne , as it h s to many others, sorrows 
which at tittles cause sadness. A year ago to day , my favordlte 
sister, Elizabeth, was in the Hospita l with brignt prospects 
of recovering fcro~ pneu.'Tlonia . Just as we were Lost hopeful , 
neningitio oet in and took her from us. Such ~re the 
penalties of life , H~·Anly vieweQ.Are we not blest in having 
a better and a brizb.ter view? I often thin¥ of you and 
t:r.e losses you have su-~tained , and wonder how you have 
managed to bear up under them . I have a home, with those 
who cqre for me most lovingly and tenderly, malcing me as 
co:nfortable as :f>Ossi ble. I hope the closing year has been a 
good one to you in every respect, and that you a re better 
off spiritually, physically and financially hl1an at its 
beginning. I \"las over to church yesterday morning , ~nd 
enjoyed Dr . Stidha.."l 1 s ChristJ!l<'U3 sermon , and the nusic of 
the choir , but it .~as not the old time choir, by a great 
deal . Christiana Whalley came to church , she said , to 
celebrate her Blst birthday. At the close of the service 
Dr. Stidham had her taken to the lower platfom, where she 
received the conKratulations of the congregation as ~~e 
men and W01:1en pass e..! ·oy and slack hands with her . her ;:10 ther 
was a ais~r of .!!..y father . Dr . Stidhar1. spoke in the after­
nnon at the Baptist !lome . There are two young girls from 
the Sunday Sc!...ool awaiting baptism. Tney wi 11 come before 
the church on Y/ednesday evening . Here is a clipping from 
the !Ucetown Sun, which Iv:rote for last weel-c's issue . The 
proof reader was not ove~ly careful, as you will see by 
the corEection I made . 

Hoping this will tind you in t11.e best of health , 
happy and ~roeperous , I am , 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R. Shronk. 

January 25th 1912. 

Dear James, 

I have just been looking over tne little book, 
publ-ished by the cllurC"h in 1888, when the 50th anniversary 
was celebrated. I looked up the date upon which the first 
servic e was held in the present building and fin~ it was 
Uarch 21st, 1852 , your twelfth b i rthday. As it will be 60 
years this co 1ing ::arc!-1 , I have thought it i..)1t stir up 
some interest in I:J:.Le chu:cch and Sunday School by a simple 
celebra t. on of the anniver sary. Our old, but no t aged 
friend, Joseph Jo~mson as you are aware celebrated his 95th 
birthday Y"~terJ.ay. I C~!lled on him on Tuesday afternoon, 
and had a i1PPg end plesant chat with him. I have prepilred 
a little sketch of him, to be printed in Sunday' s Record, 
with his photogr:(ph . The 11.-itter I borrowedfrom Dr . c. K. 
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1~ills . Uretta (Johnson) called to see her uncle yesterday , 
and S)oke aas t nig!lt , of the many le ., ters he hod received, 
r:1en tioning one fro.:1 you , ··hic!l she said was c;reatly appreci­
ated. ~~~rs . Rebecca A . Garrisu·~s, of 32nd and Spri ng Garden 
Ptreets , a '3isr.er of'Brother Johuonn di ed o.-1 Tuesday evening , 
on t:1e eve of ij_is cele'bration. This sad occurrence marred 
the celebration. ffe nov1 has a sister , h"rs . __;lizabeth Je·.:ett , 
in Li"':"a , Ohio, and abrother , George Jo1nson , who with him 
survive of a family of twelve . 

:·o t having h~C!rl~ fro·1 you for a long while , I 
thought you h·,d gol"le to Cali f'orni f,. , or soMewhere in a warmer 
:: 1 :i.ma te, to e t aw~y f rorr:.. the ter rible cold \'Jea ther . The 
long~r I live the r:1ore I dislike the cold, ofwhi ch i ·'1 my 
business I get a full share . I have been very fbrt~~ate 
no far tJ is wi 1ter in having had but one cold. I find that 
wearing a skull cap in meeting is a great protection. 

Hest~r Bechte l has been very ill as has ny Aunt 
Isabelle Roberts . Hettie is in the Gorgas Home , Hoxborough , 
and Aunt Belle is at her d.aug~1ter, Belle ' a, home in Roxbo:cou~1. 
Hoping the winter has been good to you , and that you are 
enjoying good h-=al t.1 , I am , 

You rs s inc~rely, 

R. R. Shronk. 

February 29th :J-912 . 

Dcqr James, It has been someti me since I received your l ast 
letter , about the time of Joseph Jo nson' s 9 5t!.~- bi :-thday 
anniversary. I :1ave not seen :1im o ince , but h101ve learned 
that he is doing nicely . The deaih of h i s sister, the day 
before hie celebration , was a great onbck to him. He has 
not been out of the house since . ... ell , \-;e had tne vaehin~ton 
Birthday Party at the church , VThen birthday offeri~ss were 
ma e so as to l essen the ,;350 debt on the improvements . 
About one- oixth of the amount wac; contributed. That doesn ' t 
sound much , but considering the small nun be r. and the high 
cost o f living, I t':1i nk it was pre tty good . As I have 
previously stated, it will be 60 years on ~ arch 21s t, since 
the church mov~d into the present building. On that f'unday 
in :arch 1852 , the Sund·ty Scuool became known s the Fal l s 
of Schuylkill Baptist Sunday Scl).ool, instead of t:."le Union 
Sund~y School . It had practically been a Baptist Sc _ool 
for years before leavi:-tg the Oli Academy. Benjamin :~arley 
had been superint endent and. continued until 1863 when r;:r . 
Chesshir e succeeded him. All t:.. teachers, but one , I:i ss 
.,..at-: Sorber , a Presbyterian, w.ere :Sa:pti s ts. She ca!!le \'lith 
the school to its new home and t aught her class several 
years . I suBgested to the o:"J.Urch last night that a cele­
br-:~tion of the- anniversary be held OY1 t_le evening of uarcl1 
21st , ~J the school and church jointly , when a l i ttle more 
interest r:-.ir,ht be awake~&ed . Dr . Stidham haa just got ten 
over a spell o~ illness . Some b l adder trouble . He was unable 
to get out a week ago. l~et night and showed his 
weakness 0:1 Sunday . He goes to the ras onic Home on Sunday 
nfternoon to preach for the Ladies ' Auxili ar.r of Mar y 
Commandery , Kni ghts of Templ a r. Hope he 1.aay get ri'ilit strong 
for the occasion. I am heartily glad that today ends 
"ebruary, 1vhich with JanuarJ has been very t r ying to those 
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of us whv have/t~e biggest half o~ our pilgrimage . personally, 
I have been greatlyblest, havin g ~one through thus far in 
the winter with .;ut trifling ailments . How has it been with 
you? I hope just '1S well if not better . Could you not be 
able to be present at the celebration on your bi rthJay; a 
letter fJ'O"'l you to be read on the occflsion \7ould be greatly 
appreciated by the many who remember your successful ad­
ministration of the Sunday Sc_.ool , for so nany years . 

\!it"1 best wishes I m.1 , 
Sincerely yours , 

R. R. Shronl::. 

··arch 20th 1912. 

Dear Ja:rnes , 

I v.rri te this !loping you will receive it tomorrow , 
the anni-y;ersary of your birthday. Did I not :<now that you 
have seen twelve half dozen years, I would never believe 
you have seen so many . So plea'3e accept my congratulations 
0'1 your being so yo uno des i te the su.::mers and winters you 
have seen . Rere~ber that a wo~an is only as o l d as she 
looks and a .. an as old as he feels. There a re a few of the 
people I know who I like to ti1ink about , and you are one 
of them. '."e have known eadl other a good man'l{years; ... lave 
lived at tl!e old Falls, where the dear peopl~ tal ked a 
great de 1 ~bout e ach o t:1er , and where one ' s f<. ul ts never 
lost anything in tfl.e gossip , and yet we loved those dear 
men and worr:en , w'to m~Je Ul· that neighborly comr.unity. l~uch as 
I have k1.0\M a.,d r:1ihgled with tna t people, I have never 
heard a word spoken against James s . swartz . In your youth 
you won the respect of all by the devotion sl'o'\m to your 
mother . You have been and still e.re noble in the little 
church in v J.lich we huve shared so r.:any 'lessings . Vt11ile 
li-f'e is so sweet and we love it so t:ell, v·e have the con­
scuousness that while it is flee t:tng , ti.~.e years are bringing 
us nearer home, to be welcomed by loved ones gone on before . 
The cbu rc!1 h s iecl de ' to cele"u:cH te the 6(; tJ: anni versnry of 
occupying the present home , on Sunday • In the morning, Dr. 
Sti d:bam will preacl.. an appropriate sermon and I am to read 
a brief sketch. The Sundt-lY School, which began l!arch 
21st , 1852, ws a ~ptist Scr1ool, will hold its celebration 
in tlle afternoon , v.rhe11tre nrograr-Jme r:U 1 include an address 
by the Rev . w. B. Forney, pastor of the :Uo unt Verr"on Baptist 
C~urch. Spe~ial ~ervices will also be held in the ev~nirg . 

In looking over tne list of charter "':''embers I find 
that Pete~ Bechtel is the only o~e now living. I called on 
Joseph Johnson , \'leek before last , fow,d him well and in 
good apirite, still enjoying the :tind bdlrthday lettero 
received from you and other friends •• He presented me with a 
pretty sterling silver cigar cutter with my monograrn engraved 
upon it in script . 

Wishing you a joyful birthday, and huping you may 
have many peacful years, I am , 

Sine :::-el./ yours, 

R. R . Shronk. 
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Harch 28th 1912 . 

J.Je~r James , 

I have just arrived home fro: Ro:x:borouc;h , where 
I ~~tenoed the annual ~eeting of the Ov erseers of the Poor , 
of Roxborough Tovmship, and partook of a roast turkey 
dipner . Ycur letter of yesterday came to hand this morning. 
I was g lad to learn of your having taken a trip South and 
hope it may be of lasting benefit to you. I do not remember 
the free led :faced boy, =~cCoy , ~our spoke of. There used to 
be a f~ ily of Maloys at the Falla . ~uring one of his visits 
hone from California, Uncle "illiam Roberts told 11e of the 
Haloy boys, who he sa lid Ut'1ed to slide barefooted on the 
ice . One of the boys b"'amae n boatman on t .~ ScJ. uylkill 
and was noted for hi"" Jlowing the long "ooatn:an' e horn . It 
seems tl1at my Uncle spoke of one of the boys being at one 
time ::ayor of C icac;o , out I have never thought of it , 
u11 ti 1 I read 1our 1 e tter this morning . The next time I see 
Hug~ Scott I will ask him, He is a walking history of 
the ~alls . 

The celebration ~or~ Sunday was quite a success, every 
one see~ed plea:.:.ed wit: t:1e sketch I prepared and read • .At. 
the conclusion of the service I handed the sketch to rra . 
Stidham, \'!ho being deaf co.lld not hear it . She promised tp 
return it on Wednesday , but instead orle inforr::1ed me the 
proprietor of the Forecast had c · lled at the parsonage ; asked 
for , ~nd received the sketch, I called t he proprietor on 
t) o telephone vnd he told me he would print the sketch next 
week , vrith a portrait of Dr. Rtidham and a picture of the 
church . It was rother a isplny of gall, hut as it ~ay 
benefit t he church, I maJ.e '10 ooj ection . So when I receive 
the e.xtrH copies he :;;>rouised to send me , I will ~end you one . 

~le had a very pleas· .t t service at the church last 
night; theattendPnce waG better than it has been for some 
time . A you~ g man , Frederick HOdE'O!l , ~nci t\"O young women 
were successful for baptisn , on sundEy evening . I hope these 
will :prove the drilppinge that will precede a copious shower . 

I was grea tl.Y surprised and aa ddened last evening 
to see in the Bulletin that ot·:r ""riend and :Conner school 
mate Thomas K . \rnold had died yesterday following an 
op eration for s tojn.ach trouble , after a brief illness . The 
last time I ea\"1 hi .1 was on t11e nieh.t Dr. C. K. }<~'ills delivered 
h is last lecture in Ameri~an Hall . He i~ the tl_irteenth of 
my fri:en\...S , including Rear Adr iral !~elville, v•lJo have died 
this y~nr . Shculd you c~ll on our vener~ole friend J e seph 
Johnson anytime you may be irl the Falls , I assure you the 
v· sit will be a:;'_)prccia ted y h i ! an' .r is daug. ters . 

Hoping this will find you in the best of h oalth, 
as it leaves me, I am , 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R. Shronk. 

April 4th 1912 . 

Dear James , 

Your letter of yesterday await d my corning to the 
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t'uJly recovered hut he1ve to be careful as to "hat I eat . 
One does not recuperate as quickly when t he years are pi ling 
upon hin . Whet a blessing it is to have a telephone on 
one's house , when he ir in a weak phys ical condition . With it 
I v~as able to keep up m3t work , with the asiistance of a 
Germanto\~ r·porter who kindly aasi~ted me in setting news 
that cauL .. not be obtained by the phone . How h1 your health'l 
It seems an age since I have heard from you. Have you been 
able to get away to some more comfortable retreat?·Hope you 
a re enjoying good health . In all llY years I have never had 
a vacation , and never felt tl:.at I needed one . Hor1e has 
always been good enough . 

On sundcy we had a pratty heavy rain, v:i th the usual 
result, a err.all con 2;re ~ation at church . In the small gather­
ing was James Dobson , ~nd I do not think he haa ever hear d 
a beJter serr-on than ~~e one Dr. Sti ~~mn pr_ached on 
"Paul's Thorn in the Pleah". Tcnight the trustees are to 
hold a lavm fete in the rear of the churc11. Fa:rom present 
appea rances I am aft•aid they will have a rainy night . Three 
canoidateSwill be baptized on Sunday evening. All females. 
Some in the sunday School are hesitating. 

Sinc~rely yours, 
R . 'q . ~hror~k . 

:rovember 9th 1912. 

Dear J ames , 

It tseems an age sine "' I have seen or heard fro ' 
you. I am taking a little rest to day , by spending the a~t~r­
noon at home . The girls have gone to the city leaving me 
to take c~re of the house , wi t:t.. instructions not to leave the 
fire go Qllj;. 4.fter telephoning to rnyr;papers I got to t:ninking 
when you ca~e to ~ind, eo I concluded to have a little chat 
with you on pa_ er. How do you like the res 1 t of Tuesday• a 
election? I was not surprised in Wilson bei ng elected, but I 
did not expect to see so great and wide a sweep . I voted 
for the' ashi,,r·t.on Party electors, and the Republxcan state 
and COunty ticket . Where all the Philadelphia DemocrHts 
came ~ro~ is a mystery . I had thou ht thet~ all dead . In 
at tending tr ... e few meetings held i r:. t:anayunk , as a reporter, 
I was much ~mused in seei ng 1~an;y of ruy old Democratic 
enemies lined up agai~st their o~~ party . Laot year every 
one of them were out and out Repu'olicRns end voted for Earle , 
at the behest of !.Ic::Uchol. :::n t! e beginning of the late 
campaign every Ca tho li c with whom I talked was s trone; for 
the re- election of Taft . They all turned in favor of \. ilson. 
Even ~hose on the police force, and their name there is 
legion, quietly voted the Denocratic tD:cket. The die being 
cast, we will have to \Vai t -ror the result . By the ';;ay , I was 
accuted uuring the f 11 , of being a Democrat. At 18th and 
Butler streets , is a large and handsome new public school 
r,aned after Grover Cleveland. Oliver P . Ely . formerly of 
the Fo~est Sc ool, is the supervising principal . I vistted 
the school a year ago l~st Uay , and expressed my disappoimtment 
in Ely , in not seeing a picture of Cleveland or t.r~e walls. 
I wrote to ~rs . Cleveland, as a Ledger reporter . She, I 
lea rned lc:~ter, wt~n abrond. In July of this year a. fine photo­
graph came to me , , from a Princeton , !T .J. photographer, by 
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breakfast t able thi"' morni ncr. The l.:rs . Boor dman w"lose 
deP. t l notice you read in the Ledger i s not con ,.,cted with the 
Boardmans of the Falla . Edward Boan~an , rather a n intelli­
ecnt and goo looking young Iri!3l1l an , car~e to the Falls 
a'1out 1850 and was empl oyed t.s coach.":lan at Abbottsford , then 
in its glory . ~.fy half-sister , Sarah Cnronk , about the same 
time · •. ent to Abbots as nurse for Griffi th'i She anQ. the 
co c.:: chi an got r1.ar ri ed . "Sal li -e 11 as ue cal l " ..l her, clied in 
lv82 . She and J_ary Pretty , Harry Pre ~ty ' s wffe , were ei~ters, 
and daugl1ter'l of my father ' s f irst wife . JoJm Shronk , who 
carried on carpen tering in the c:tty , and widely known as 
e fi d.dler, v•a a brother. You m.ay have known h i m. 1... e lived 
for a time , in ".!owers Row , and used to :ht'lve h is carpenter 
shop on the Shronk fishing lane . The day John o oved to the 
city, Owen and I helped with the moving,. and thus wer e 
kept from bei ng in swi:r:Jc.ing with Dr . Hills, when he cer:1e 
so near "';)eine droTine d • That '.':ae one of the exci ~ing events 
I mi seed? .John \'.'i lliam Pr ett.) , Ha rry' s youngest eon, was 
11uried l ast week . I knew notl~ng of h i s death t ill j~st 
be fore t he funerp 1. 0\ving to ny e. re troub le I do very little 
reading . Hy eye doctor is treati ng rae for hl ad.:2r trouble , 
v.: i cL he says he gradually leaving . I ' d like to say go odbye 
to it f orever . flo your niece is going over to St . James the 
Less . ~~ich , in nnce sense , is g e t tingup in ~"lw world. 

I have onl.1 me t Dr . Edv.ar d Ritch ie once, tbat y,·as in 
a Ridge avenue trolleJ car. He nodded as I entered the car . 
Ir was on my \a y to Hanayunk to see th e new priest of the 
JTo ly Family Church . Thi~ing Rev . Pi tchie mi ght be the priest 
I asked , "V,'ila t parish a re you in charge o f , Father? 11 "I am 
rector of s t . James t.1e Lese" vns his reply . Pis brli>tlisr( 
Rev. Robert Ritchie) and I were W"'n-. friends f or many years . 
! a l ways thought a great dea l ot" Ur s . Ritchie , W.i.1 0 by the 
v:ay , i"' back to the rec t oraee as housekeeper for her 
ba ch elor bro t h er- il1-law . 

I have not .net Hug!: Scott to ask him a "bout the Haley, 
or :r.:ccoy boys . 

Hoping this will find you i n good health , I ac , 
Sincerely yours , 

R. R. Shronk. 

Dear J mnes , 
July 26th 1912 . 

I · ave mailed you a copy of l ast v;eek ' s 
Cnronicle , in which.,. .nake mention of a t alk ,-e had way 
back in the seventi es , about the ext ::nding of Fairmount 
Park . I presume y _ u \'i 11 r en ember t:,e con .ersa tion . Haven' t 
· e ha a ilot July? , ! do not knov! of a surmner i n v.-hich I 
have fe lt the effects of the heat rnore than I di (:· this 
momlbh. On the morni ng of June 30th , afeer my n i ght ' s work , 
I took ~ walk and retired about 1? 9 30 . Sometime later I was 
av.~kened with a great thirst ; goint; to the h<=>llway , '"here a 
pitcher of ice \vater is kept , I was seized with dizziness 
and came near rfa.lling . I dr8 k a g l ass of water , re turn e<d 
to bed , and took a chill \ias l aid up tv:o days. ' .'ednesday 
I had two fire to report , and overdi d m)l streneth . Got 
better ~·ga in , , nd on t' '="' f'ollowing Thurs iay }}.ad what the 
doctor pronounced a h eat s troke. For three successive 
Sundays I was unable to get over to church. I ..... r,ve almos t 
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ful1y recovered but have to be careful as to uhat I eat . 
One does not recuperate as quickly when the years are piling 
upon him . What a olessing it is to have u telephone on 
one•c house , when heir' in a weak physical condi-:ion . \ 1ith it 
I was able to keep up m¥ work , v;ith the asmistance o:f' a 
Germantoim r-: orter who kindly assisted me in getting news 
that could not be o'otaine<i by the phone . Hov1 h1 your health'l 
It seems .an age since I have heerd 'fror~'~ you. nave you been 
able to get a'vay to some more comf"ortable retreut?<.Hope· you 
are enj eying good health. In all my years I have never had 
a vacation , and never felt that I needed one . Home has 
always been good enough. 

On sunday we had a pre tty heavy rain, vi th the usual 
result , a emall congre~ation at church. In the small gather­
ing was James Dobson , and I do not think he haa ever heard 
a be ter sern:on than the one Dr . stidham pr ached on 
"Paul • a Thorli in the Flesh". TcniBht the trustees are to 
hold a lawn :fete in the rear of the church . Fa10~.:1 present 
appearances I am rf:f ."aid they v.ill have a rainy night. Three 
C<)n 'i duteS·will be baptized on Sunday evenine. All females . 
Some in the Sunday School ure hesitating. 

Sincerely yours, 
R . R. Rhro1 k . 

:~over:1ber 9th 1912. 

Dear Jm11es , 

Itlseems an age since I have seen or heard frm~ 
you. I am taking a little rest today, by spending the a~ter­
noon at home . The girls have gone to the city leavir,g me 
to take c a re of tl:e house, \"i th instructions not to leave the 
'fire go O\J[t . Af-ter telephoning to myr.papers I got to thin.ldng 
when you came to mind, s o I concluded to have a little chat 
with you on :pa _ er . J¥o\' do you like tl::!.e res 1 t of' 7uesday t s 
election? I was not surprised in Wilson being elected , but I 
did not expect to see so great and wide a sweep . I voted 
for the\ t'lehinr.; ·.on Party electors, and the Republl:can St<1te 
and county ticket . Where all the Philodelphia Democrats 
came from is a mystery. I had thou-:ht the1JI all dead . In 
attending tr.1e few meetings held in J"anayunk , ~e a reporter , 
I was much a1:msed in seeing many of my old Democra tic 
enemies lined up against their o~n party . Last year every 
one of them were out and out Republicans and voted for Earle , 
at the behest oi' ~1cNichol . !n tl".:.e beginning of the late 
campaign every Catholic 'd th who-. I talked was s trone for 
the re- election of Taft. They all turned in :favor of \:ilson. 
Even those on the police force , and ti1eir name there is 
legion , quietly voted the "Oeinocratic t ltcket . The die be:ing 
cast , we will have to wait for the result . By the v.ay , I wae 
accused during the f 11 , o:f being a Democrat . At 18th and 
Butler streets, is a large and handsome nev: public school 
nmed after Grover Cleveland. Oliver P . Ely . formerly o'f 
the Forest Sc .. ool, is the sup rvising principal . I visi ted 
the sc~ oo 1 a year ago lGs t Uay , and expressed my di sappoim tmen t 
in Ely , in not seeing a picture of Cleveland on the '"all~ . 
I v1rote to :;"rs . Cleveland, as a Ledc3er reporter. She , I 
learned later , wao abrond . In July of this year a fine photo­
graph came to me , fro11 a Princeton , 'T . J . photographer, by 
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express , without any other reply to my letter . I had the 
picture framed at Ely's expense, Rnd he arranged a Grover 
Cleveland night at the school, on Octi ber 22nd., \'.'i th this 
prograr-:.Je: :Brief address by principal: ::usic by Gramr.J.ar 
girls; Address by Holrnan White , district superintendent; 
presentation of portJ:tait, in 'behlaf o-r Ill's. Cleveland , by 
"yours trul;1 "; address on Grover Cleveland , by his v;arn 
friend, V'illiaJl u. Hensel , former attorney general of 
Pennsylvania , and acceptance of the picture by Mrs . Edith 
Heaton, a icl'lool Visitor. You see I was put bet1;1een tVlo 
intellE"C tual lights . I feel a little proud of having secured 
the picture w ... 1en William F . Harrity and others, tried and 
failed . !~ot.hing like "reportori a l Gall 11 • Thi•1gs are moving 
along in the same old rut a t the churc·1. Gnly a :few take 
interest in the services . I;; mut3 t be very discouraging to 
Dr . Sti dh~u •• We had to have new cylinders nlac eel in the 
heaters an~ • t was only last week t."'la t the coundry men 
got them made . Despite t..r.e heavy roin on Thursday night,the 
annual meeting for returning the mite boxes was well attended, 
I am told. I couldn ' t get off and do not kno'v the ar.:ount 
received . Dear old Sister Jones was buried last week by 
th e:> church . She was 93 years old, e-nd died in tl1e Baptist 
Home. Joseph Johnson , who is in his 96th year, etill lceeps 
hi'"' .. outhful appearrance , nnd a tten.:.s c~urch Sundays when 
the wea t..l-ter is favorable . I saw Jacob severe; l times while 
he was staying at Hallie ' s house. Too bad nothine.; ca'Yl be 
done to help his nig1 t . He is too youne to be useless . I 
have had fairly 3ood health, and hv:pe JOU have oeen in the 
beet of h _a l th, and that you ha d an enjoyable su.IJilll·er . 

SincerelSr vours, 

R. Roberts Shronk • 
.... ___________ .... 

December 23rd 1912 • 

.J.Jear James , 

It is now close onto midn:ilght , but I tl"-eught I 
would say a fev'l words to yo-u on paper refore retill'-ing. I 
am a regulDr night h .. awk; never i n a hurry to get to bed; 
a1, d never ir> a hurry to ~et out of it in the morning, hence 
my ·work i~, congenial . 

I called bn Dr . Sti .. ]: .... o this eve'1ine . He has had 
a severe attack of the grippe , but is f:lonewhat better than 
he wns yesterdHy, and t-1-J.inlcs he will be all right again in a 
lit le ·while . He telephones r!le on Saturday and asked me to 
go to the :C.aptist Home Sunday afternoon to speak to t.he 
old sainto there , in his stead. It would have been his 
14th consecutive Chriatrc.aa talk a t the horje. I compied uith 
his r~quest and had a delif')ltful visit. I opoke to them on 
"Col fort'' , and my talk was epprecia t ed . Mrs. Wieund was at 
the Eome befone I arriveu an~ in a very gracious speech 
irtro uced ne .At the conelusion of the service one of the 
aged women asked me if I knew anything about James s . Swartz . 
Sl·e told me vhe was the widow of Frank James, who used to 
teach singing. at our c.urch . I remember him well . He was 
a good singer and a fine teecher, but be could not teach 
me to sing. Sl.e begged me to remember her to you, wben Inext 
wrote , so you see I have cornpli ed. How r..ave you been? It 
seems a long time since I saw or heard from you. Hoping you 
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nre in the best of h-alth And wishi nt; you muy have a ~.:erry 
Christmas , ar:!d a Happy new Year , I am sincerel y yours , 

R. Roberts Shronk • 
.... _______ .. _.,. __ _ 

January 2nd 1913. 

Deax Jamen, 

Your letter of yest~rday I read at oreakfast . 
As I ',vas favo:..· ed ,,7it:1 the first letter you wrote this year , 
I return tLe cma.'1li1nent oy writLi3 t. 1is , .'Oy first letter 
of the year, to you . \/hat a flood of reccolections your 
letter awakened in wy mindl Fron r.1y boyhood I have I.Jeen 
a friend of ~.:ark Watkinson . I never knew a minister ·wllo 
10de me t hink of Christ , ao he did. 1•r . Watkinson, I have 

always thought , was a greatly uronged man , and t:i1ut the 
church o.•de a mistake in all0\7ing him to leave . I remem­
ber his co~ning to our old home , jus t before h i s departure 
from t 1e Falls , and of my father asking hi 1 to stay a~d 
preach i n ~~e old School House, assuring him as nuch of 
a salary as he had received ;f;ro .. n the church. There were 
a nunber of men back of father's offer. Watkinson refused 
for the sake of ueace . I never look unon Abbottsford and 
the desolation that :.t9S COlle to that Once beauti-~Ul place t 
but what "Ver.geance is · ·i ne , a n d I will repay sai th t.1e 
Lord" , comes up in my mind. I ad.vnired I.!r . Abbot, as a 
Bibli cal scholar, but q l ways t hought he \7as headstrong and 
liked to have ..:is own way , eapecially wh en ·:argaret 
!!orison VIas urging :_im on . Sadie , :9oor girl, died in 
p overty. Griffit!1 is sm71ev1here in the Nev: England states , 
farmine; while poor Sam is eking out a miserable existence 
ao a book agent . ·:ark Ylatldnoon drew more uorldly men to 
his preaching t:•an any other who hf!s sur.ceeded him at the 
:Falla . I have a l wa,ys thought that had he not been Jriven 
away , .1y fa.ther would have become a nember of the church . 
:Oo you remember how Chesshire went for me , the time I 
bought a dr--ssing gown at a cl1urch fair, for Watkinson? The 
day I took t.ne wrapper to him at his home in Camden, he 
ahowed me t e large :r3i ble the women of our church had 
presented to him . This Bible , with other of 11is belongings 
had been confiscated ·oy the goverrunent while he lived at 
rorfolk , Virginia . It had been bought in a second hand 
s tore by a '.;oman , y;~1o upon reading t he inscription, wrote 
to WatJ\:inson and. upon learring he was t:'le one to who!!!. it 
had been pr csent2d, expressed it to hL , t t :1er 0\7n expense . 
Of t he rn· ry baptized by '1a tkinson , onl three ere ·'low i n 
the church: ·rs . Cr~istiana '"1!wlley , Hrs . V'ieand , and her 
sister , Elizabeth Peltz . 

I stoppe - "'or a minute last even ing at the Sunday 
School's 11Jew Year celebration. A large coagregation \>:as 
present and everyb.19Jy seemed to be , elight d . Dr . Stidham, 
still v;eak fro . . t 1e grippe , was there . Edwin Singer haS. 
h~d another carbuncle on tne back of his neck , an affliction 
of which he h~:::: certai 1l . had his share . 

From the manner i n Hhi ell W s. Frank J ames inquired 
about you , I t'hought t:1ere hud been an intimate acquaintance 
betv;een you. I was thinking this morning of Urs . Mary Loud . 
:r:o you know what becor1e of her? 

I thank you for your kind wishes for my welfare this 
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year . I hope it nay bring you heal th , peace , prosperity 
un d many fr ien is . 

Si!'lcerely yours , 

R. Roberts Shrank . 

January 25th 1913 . 

Dear James , 

I received .rour letter yester1a~ morning , and 
was glad to hear fro n. you and to leurn tha:C ny post card 
reminding you of our friend Joseph Jollnson 1 s birthday 
wa s appreci ·:)ted . I call:.~d at his ho1ne last evening , and was 
sorry to learn he ht=~d been sufft".I ing for a cold and was 
out of his bed but a short time during the day . I diu not 
see him. I n~d walked t . ro"J.gh a li.;ht drizzli11g ruin, and 
thaugj1 t it '\vould be L1prudent to go to his ro on in my daarn.p 
clothes . His daug:1ter, Elizabeth , told me he had received 
a letter fran you , whi-:h he appreciated very highly. I hope 
he may recover , but colds are bad for the aged. I preswae 
you 11ave lea rned of tile death of our friend Peter "Bechtel , 
who died sudde!'l.Y'l while re·;i:-ine on Tuesday night , :pre­
swnably from heart trouble . ~ e nad been ai~ing severa~ 

eeks , but the ~nd carne v""r.• unex-pectedly. He taught me 
in Sunday School 'before you taolc charge of the class , and 
was in my estir:.ation a noble Christian an. The funeral 
service is to be held in Roxborou h chur~, of whic~ he 
was senior deacon , this afternoon . 

Dr . Hills sent Jr.e a CO!,)Y of " Old penn" cont~ining 
h is article on the Falls of sc·ul.Y'lkill' s relations to the 
University of Pennsylvamia. He is a little off in dates 
regarding the ol e~ School :iause , w~1ich was erected in 1819 
and not 1813 , as he ha~ it . I have n little 36 page book 
'''l e.noir o-r the Rev . Willinn \lard , one of the serampore 
Missionaries", whicl1 on t he inside of the cover :bear s this 
label: "Presented by The Falls of Schuylkill Sabbath School 
Association , to William Hobert::~ , Christmas 1838" . Uncle 
vms then in his ninth year . I have often wandered if he 
ever read the little book , which wac anything out approp­
riate fo r a boy so young. I have an article awaiting pub­
lication in t h e Record, on t !1e Old School House, but I .io 
not know wl en it v:ill re ::;>rinted. Edv;in Singer is recovering 
fro~ a large carbuncle on t1e back of his neck . Hoping 
this will £ind you i~ good healt h , ·a it leaves ne, I ID~ 

Sincerely yo ur s , 

R. R . Shrank. 

Fe brua !',\' 1? tn l 9 13 • 

Dear James, 

Your interesting letter ca~e in tine for me to 
ret'\d it at the bret1ltfas t table this norning. I breakfast 
alone at ten o'clock . The JLetter has kept me v;ondering all 
duy iho the John Bechtel was tha.t v:u drowned in the canal 
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at Pottsto\~n . ,.'hile Rev. :L Judson Clark was oqstor of <bur 
c urch , Pete"" :Bechtel h d four brothers ; Jo:hn: who served 
t h rou3}1 the Civil War . carne home and mnrrie a Cat: olio 
\";tidow , , rs . Byrnes . She still reside'"' at t he Falls . Jacob , 
who is living in Jersey . Frank , who wac killed during the 
Civil war ; and Hen::-y , who wa:: fatally scalded by falling 
into a vat of boiling water at Simpson ' s llill . 

So you see , the John you mentioned, and througl.l 
whose drowning you had suc!.l a pleaso"'t drive '':i th your 
lady friend , ryas ~ot Peter ' s brother . I have been unaole 
to recall anyone from t he Falls bei1g drowned at Pottstown 
at that tilne . 

Joseph Jolmson ' s daug_'IJ ter , Elizabeth , was at church 
yesterday morning. She informed me th t her father is in 
good health , havi ng recovered from the cold t hat kept hirn 
from seei ng call er s on his birthday. I would like to see 
him round out a full century. The article I wrote on the 
Old School House at the Fallo, appear~n in today' s Record . 
It contains two errors whi c:b ~'le compo15itor failed to 
correct after I marked the l)roof. Samuel Garrett is ment ioned 
a3 "Samuel Granttt , and ar1 "0" inntead of an HA " is used in 
the name of Willi an ~arley. I shal l try and hear Rev . 
"''aulconer , t h e evangelist , ,.nen he holds forth in the Presby­
ter ian c:. urch . I o-ften wish we had a wa tkins011 , a Clark , 
or a Chesshire at our church. Do :t;ou remember how the church 
prospered when the opposition of the other 'bodies was 
aroused? You have , or had , a little book , published by 
Father Culle:-I , of st . .Bridget ' s c:1urch , when :r.r. Clark was 
pastor . Father :?ox gave ~e the book and I gave it to JOU . 
It sho· a somewhat t;le Gon dition of nffair3 at that tL ... e . 
Poor old Fctt :her Cullen l I met him about twenty years ago 
at the Falls , ::na. was introduced to hi'll by Peter 'r<orris . 
He told me he h~d sudd.e11l.1 lost all the knowledge; that 
hin mind became a blank one day while ministering at the 
altar, and that by hard stud.1 he had fitted himself to con­
duct services . A short time later I read of his bei:1g 
fatally inj t ... red by being run over by a l arge truck in Chicago . 

I hav e a set o.f «store teeth", which i t seems I 
will never get used to eating wi tll. . I had my own e::dracted 
l as t September , since which time I have lived on machine 
ground :meats and so"ft victuuls . It is one of the ·oenaltiea 
of getting old . Old :Jr . Eookc:r, of lOth a treet , above Vine , 
did the same to 11.y teeth that he did to your cousin nar y 
Si:mm.bns '. Scraped till oe injured the enamel . 

As it is nearly midnight, I \'Till not take up any 
more of your time . this time . 

Sincerely yours , 

obert R. Shronk. 

~ebruary 20th 1913. 

Dear Ja ~cs , 

I telep:1oned to He tty Bechtel at the ·~orgas 
Home . (E· st LeverL1r:;ton ave ue , Eoxborough) She cannot tolk 
over the phone . Another lady acted for her . She does not 
recall the :5echtel drowned at Pot ta town . 'fhe next time I 
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am at the Ledger o:'fi ce, \hen the librarian is i n , ! wi 11 
loo': over the files . Your date , ay 14th 1859 , will be 
a grea t help in :ny search. I pre•'U e a notice of' the drown­
ing or a death notice was published. I got several extra 
copies o ondr1yt s Record and se 1·1 you a clipping of rD.y 
article on the vld School House . I reme!.lber t:1e service 
in the "Jim::ny" (Jar!'les) street et.odist Ep iscopal church , 
\7hen TT. (Joseph) Beggs, (of the "''alls presbyterian church) 
pitnhed i nto the Baptists . :.ris speaking of the filth of 
the converts offended my Uncle ~.- illiam <'llronk , a Uetl).odist , 
and samuel Birk:·u.ire , o. presbyterian,- O::.~he father of John 
Harvey Birkrnire , who married 11 Uncle Bill's 11 daug.r· ter , !'ary 
Ann , (Shrank) 1-)ot?l of who·n were meT.'lbers of our church. :·y 
mother used to tell an a usi:1g i nci der~t that occur::-ed in 
the early history of our chu::-ch. She and roarah Pugh , ano t her 
constituent rner.1ber , frequently attended · etjodist services 
in the Old School House . one night the .et1.odist minister , 
a 1·r . Henry , from 1 anayu~1 -, preached and had an infnnt 
christe11ing after Ghe ser:1on , --.nd asked "Hov; many have come 
to an unti mely de:!th by imnersion? I pause for an answer . " 
Ho fepeatcd the question three times , v:hen Rev. Sar.1uel 
Creswell , who was sup")lying the :Bap tist Church, stepped in 
the room , and shaking his fist at ~he Uethoaist minister , 
oaL.~., nHot one, sir ' 11 ! other ani d if an angel had appeared , 
she and Sarah ''ugh could not have beer.. better pleased. 
Cresuell challenged Henry to debate the question but he 
declined . 

I do not knov; whether the .... oreca st will :pr.:.nt the 
article, or not. T sent the editor an article on the Falls 

"Fifty years ago" , when t:1.e spotted feyer rna de its appearance 
and how it was nar.1ed. I saw hi Tuesday "'light and he said 
he h"l d given the article to Dr . Lilla to be used in its 
place i :t his his tory of the -~lls, so on to appear in the 
""'orecaat . Dr . 'il.lls wrote me last Heek, and wants to have 
n talk with .te , early i n .arch , on :Falls history. ::t went 
to his house several years ago, when he pumped me ~ill I 
thought the pegs would be drawn from my shoes . l:lis steno­
grapher jott '·1g dovm t;te =1_uestions and answers . I sholl 
be glad to give hir.1 another taD· . Ee got r.1e into P J at of 
trouble , if it can be called trouble, over the lOOth anni­
versary of P.oxborough Lodge :;o . 135 .., and A. L . by sending 
a corr.!!!i ttee to I~e that sought inf or.:.a tion from hiw, re­
earcling some o:' U1e past masters of the Lodge . I furnished 
f a cts oong~r~;l.ng e large nunber r, expect a co py of the 
book , as a rermrd "for rny \iorl< . : ol.,ctime i n the spring I 
want to have "'"'r. ::.J. lls come aut "I i have 1 unch with me , 
and if ~asaible would like you to joil:IJ us on the occasion , . 
with Dr . .., tidham . Dr . Sti dh£lr.:. sent me a postal yesterday , 
reques tii .. , me to conduct the prayer service l as t night . He 
has a severe coug:1 ond Dr . P.ath ad~.;ised his staying in the 
house~ and not to talk . I am afr~in he will be a long while 
getting over the grippe , unless he is very fareful. Sun-
day mornine he h~ d me to assist him in the service , and then 
preached a long and nplendid serron on "Seeking and Pinding11 • 

Guess this 'ill take up s much of your time as you can 
spnre , ~o I 'll quit . 

Sincerely yours, 

R . R . Shr01 k . 
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L!Elr.cll 4th 1913 . 

Dear J3m s , 

I hrve just returned from the Ledger Building. I 
happened to see tl"Le Librarian "'"'d hod a look over the files . 
In the Ledger of ::ay l?tt., 18;.)£., I found thic, death notice: 

"Sud enly, !.Jl'l the l4t! Inat, ::r . 
\:illia!n ~echtel , in the 40th 
year oi' hi~ age . 

11 T'ne friends and relative~ are in­
vi ted to a·~ tend the funernl this 
- 'ue Jday- 1 or11ine; n t 9o 1 clock , 
f'ro,_ his lute resi ence, James 
street, ti'alla of schuyl ·:i 11 . 
Funeral to proceed to Roxboroup;h. 11 

I G8lled up tl1e Gorgas Home for ' omen, in w::i ch 
Hetty Bechtel resides . She , through onot.Ller wor.an , told 
me she does not reme1uber hcving a brother \ illiam.. I 
fear she is in the age of forgetfulness. Personally I 
have but a faint recollection of a \ illiam Bechte l and 
of his being dro\':ned sot eWller up the ~ At that time 
the nechtels lived on James street , an iYJ tLe follouing 
year , on ::lec-:ion Da~ , :.:ovember 1860, , enry :Bechtel t·as 
"'atall·· scalded by falling into a ; a rge tub , or vat , 
of boililg ... :ater in "' i mpson' a silk d,-e house . I do not 
kno"r: of any other -r::eahtels living at the J<'alls. There 
w· s a paul Bechtel \'Tho lived in F.ox:4orough \"There :te drove 
a her;rse for Eroc{i Levering, the un ·ertaker. I sr..all try 
to dq g up facts regarding tllis cose. S:b..ould I succeed I 
will forward the same to you. 

In a letter to you last ··eel:- , sent you a copy 
of my article print2d i n the Philudelphia Record. In last 
week's Forecast vraG a co . .runic· tion I sent the edio:t about 
the v:isitation of· the "spotted :fever", fifty ye~rs ::go , v.vhich 
·: si e;ned 11 Survi Vor 11 • I r~Yt anxiously v:ai tina f or the Porecas t 
to begin the pub~icutio:!': of Dr . ll!'ille ' History o"' -:t.e Falls . 
Dr. !!ills '..Tote Lle a short note , \ .. h~. !1e sai d he VTould 
1 ike to }'-ave a t nlk w::. t~1 me on hi o hi story. I have called 
l::i up ,sever r-1 times on the phone , to ~rra ._;e a date for 

ucl '- chat , but :1e han . ot been ho e . I fear he will n:ake 
a istyke if he pr ints the na es of a.J.l the men vlil<> enlisteci. 
i n the Ci vi 1 War , .!"ro, j t} e ""alls , .... ome of who.n have records 
r.hich had better be kept i n the da:-k . 

Dr. Stidha!!l is slo-ly recovering fro an attack of 
tl e grippe . He pre~ched. Sunday .. orning <.tnd evening , and in 
the nfter'loo. pre ched for the Ladies ' A"C..."Cilia.::y Association 
of 1 ary Comnandery, K. T. at the a sonic Home . Hoping you 

re v,rell and that everyt:bing may go well under \7o odrow 
iloo!l's Democratic ~'3!!linis ration, I am, 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R. Sbronlc. 



__ _, .... -

45 

~'arch 8th 1913 . 

Dear James , 

Last August I wrote to a newspaper :riend of 
.1ine in Chicago, asking him to fin out 3o~ething for me 
cancer; i ex-~ ayor l~· lloy, oil that city. 7His or!linB I 
recei v::d a reply . The letter h d been 1-i sl,.d 1 . He tells 
me "there neve:;: WRS a ayo-· :ralloy of Chicago . You ::-e:n.er!l­
b~r , s ing me if I knew anything of ichael alloy, 
who c;ounded the gong at the time your fo.ther wua building 
the br ~ dge at the ?all a . I shall write Edmondson and 
a k hi to Bi Ye :me1 t' e nuJ e of t!:o e r:l o l aye been mayors 
of Chicago . I am so Qorry that the pri::1t of the sketch I 
v~ote on the Old ·scliool Hous e ~as lost , that I secured 
arot:ber copy , \"'bich 1 enclose. I h ad a lo~g talk on 'l'hura­
dF) , with r . c. K. Jrilla, at his home . I arrived there 
at 1 .30 and by the tLne we GOt throu@l it was nlr"ost 4 . 50 . 
Then he wanted me to s v J • 1 ' ~, ve ciinner '\ i th hi·1 , ro ' e 
-could conti ue the talk , but I could not . I Thin}· ~-is 
h istory -.ill prtJJVe hiehly intereoting readin to the peo­
ple of the Falls , even though most of those \:hom ... -e once 
·new and loved have been called to their reward . The Falls 
of today is ao i r-rerent fror the :Falls you and I knew so 
"ell. Sometimes I e;o t1 rough it \'i thout seein anyone of 
the old-time re~ijento. I look nt the .o uae s and think of 
those -r.·· o once ot::cupi ed tl e .. and the thought m kes me and. 
I a preparing a history of our chu:-ch, for its 7 5t h anni ­
ver.ary , whicr. \";ill occur on June 7th next. :Luch o$" it 
y, "11 "oe 1 re-\~·ri te of \!hn t wa~ published i n 1688 , Ql, the 
occasion of the 50th annivera~.~ ry. At that ti1ne three of the 
origir'el members, ""rs . Eli za; i Jla r inger , of F'anayunk ; 
·:ro . Sarah Pug: :;:ansell, of Rest P~ il delphia ; an~ "f-'!Y 
mother , vere livi ne. 1:other w o conrined to her O(;.d , 'Y 
\.hat prove' her 1st i llness . TJ1e othe~ tw~ ttenue e 
celebration. Ho\7 r:1any h ve joine t1 e great roajoTity du=ir..g 
the 25 years that have intervened. They have passed on a 
1... ttJ e way head ar JUnd the ben of tl e road , where they 
are enjoying the harnony and seei ng the beauty of tl .. e 
celestial c'ty , \ihile waiting our cowing to join them . 

I was talkin to a Chestnut street j e\. eler yeat r ­
day , l"hen he told me t .at everything i s standing still 
~ -ai ting f'o::r- the :De ...... oc::r- ts to t"'ke E'C ti on on tl e t.n.ri.f.f .. 

Hoping JOU re in good health, ut t.ds le8ves me , 
110 tnat your trouble in \,ri ti ng nay <ii eappearr, I am 

Sincerely yours , 

R. H. Shronk. 

April 24th 19il.3. 
Dear J ames , 

In your 1 t.ter o"f yest l'dt:,, :rou 'isl ... to knovr 
oo et: in oncerning ernn:rd Do'hdall . i 1 :' ther u., s 
Vli l:ia- Dov;d.all , and ,; en I first e t him he v:as en:ployed 
on the Reading Railro· d , at ,,e t t Falls , ns a repairreon . He 
mn:rriec :·re . :Eri dge t Hennessey , v:ho \!i th her so no , Joseph 
and John , Jive in Smith' s :Folly . l'he Ha::: a s i ster o:f Rosie 

nd Pernard l.~cc· be, both o-r whorJ. were e played by Joseph 
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Shant z ,. sne was a domestic , he a c oacmnan ant assi stant 
in t h e store . I :presU!!le Bernard Dowdall was named after 
his Uncle Barney , who died long before he was bo r n . 

Dr . ~ills is certainly givi ng full measure in r~s 
vteekly sections of Falls History. J wondered l ast week , 
when I ree:d the sketch , how he ca.e to take a :photograph 
of t h e rear entranc~ to Abbotteford and not of the front , 
which is f'O mucil better known . I thouB}lt you \?ould appreci -
. te and sanction the little piece I wrote about Edwin Singer . 
I do not know how the church would get olong without h i m. 
I called on Dr . Stidha~ lart evening before taki ng chmr~ 
of the little prayer service . He was some,vhat better , hut 
not \"/ell enough to go out of t.11e house . He expects to 
preach on Sunday , but I am afraid he will not be a~le . 
Wi l1iaw H. Uerri ck , having been so lonS~ abroa.d , "as well 
nigh fol'go tten . I WHS r~ore acquainted wi t:r his bro t h e r , 
J . v aughan Herrick , Vll"O vms one of the nost practic;_l men 
I have ever known . Yes , we are on the f1ring line , and 
there too , without any weapono of defence , just to wait 
our turn , tbat ' s all , canJ that ' s enough . 'Beyono. tne 
ounuets of night , are the dawns of ·bright. glad days . 
So let ' s be hopeful . 

Sir1cerely yours , 

R. R. Shronlt . 

l!ay 26th 1913 . 

Dear James , . 

I have been havir-r ,nother of the only kind 
of vaca tior..s I have ever knovrn ; that of being ill and com­
pelled to drop work a~) take it easy . I took a ride to 
1 anayunk thiH afternoon, to get a Jmircut, ;;,nd to attend 
to a l i ttle ~usines~. It was my first outing ~i nce satur­
dF~y v1eek . On t11at d~'ly I went to c·111 on friends in German­
town , v:ben I broke com:pJetely do\m and had to be helped 
home hy mu daughter. The rest , tl1e quiet and the medi cine 
had made me feel a l most myself again . The doctor saud it 
was a general collapse , with cold and congestion. \Vhatever 
it was, it waB very weakening. I will res~~e .ork tonight 
but w:hll do it principally by the telephore . 

I thought of you lost niYht , Tihile courting sleep . 
Fifty years ~go, last evening, on the last Sunday in 186 3 
you \?a i ted upon !.:e, when I was baptised by ur . Chesshire . 
I have often thou _:h t of the advi c e you guve me about attend­
ing the church servi ces regularly, and never to allow any­
thing to keep me fro.u t..i·10se servcies . J.'i fty years is a 
long time to look forwi.ird to , but re trospec ti vely the 
time seems short . The little church was prosperous in 
those happy days . F.ow the week night serYices in the lower 
robm were v.ell atended by the men and women! Those quarterly 
tea parties introduced by ltr . Chesshire , I have often thought 
helped to keep up~ the other interests . I!ov1 the noble women 
used to work on those and all other occasions . They , with 
most who enjoyed their suppers , have been called home. On 
the sevent h of June , the ch ·rc!l will have been consti tuted 
seventy- five years . Arrangements were made for properly 
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ce j ebrf" tina the )i anond Jubilee, hut t!1e illness of Dr . 
Si tdh. :. , . _:.i ch I fe a r is more serious than he th1nks or 
adrni ts, 0aueed the celebrs;:~_j.on ~o be postponed , perhaps , 
un ti~ next year . 

I feel .. uch concerned c'"'out Dr . Stidham, and am 
afraid he will never be able again to go i nto the pulpit . 
The church voted him a two moths release from all re~oon­
si b i li ties , o:;~ the first Sunday of !"ay. I suppose an 
additional two 1:1onths will have to be added , eo ao to 
give h i m the &u. :mer . He has not tal-en any vacation for 
a number of years a~1d is deserving of all t hat c an -oe given 
him now. 

I presuree you are Tea ing and enjoying Dr . lU lls ' 
¥.ilitary H1story of the Falls . I r eai tnem as soon as they 
a near i "1 print , and then clip them for I'1Y scrap book . 
Rev . Dr . Gordon infor~ed me O' Saturday , that Dr . John 
Hu~1pstone will sail for England on June 7th. A fact which 
I presume you are a-ware . Hopin · this will finJ you in good 
health, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

R. R . Shr onk • 

.:.ay 28th 1913 

Dear James , 

It was il,deed strange that our letters of Lond.ay 
should cross eac1. other and that b o tl:. hAd been thinking 
alike . I.:r . Chessl1ire came to tl1e Falls in :February 1863,at 
the ti c -4 e spotted fever had cast the co:umu."li ty in gloom. 
The special, or revival oervi ces , began before the month 
1·as out , c:nd lasted until the end of Hay. I was the laot 
convert of that success~ul series of serrice~ . At the 
tilae of your baptism, I was in my 14th year , and was as 
muc~1 convicted tl~en ~s I ever was . Henry Bechtel and I were 
chur:s , and bo t1 thourht of joining tne c:i1urch , but ti.uught 
we were not old enoug~ • I have always had a strong admir­
ation for , r . Chesshire, al t hough he waa somewhat over ­
bearing . Hr certainly kne• Lo·.~ to get young people to work , 
a grace in l'"'_.ich a l l h is succe sor- were lacking. I r emem­
ber Dr . StidhRm ' s first corJJ.ing to the church , although I 
was not as enthusiastic over !1im ae \:ere the other members . 
I felt that man Padelford, oi' 1 aseachusetts , should have 
recei,red the call . He was , in my opinion , a l'}odlJ ru1n , 
like · • Judson Clark . Dr . f'tidham -,;.on my admitatior and 
alJ t e help I could give him and I am profoundly sorry 
that his work seet'ls to be nearing its close . 

You wished to know w:hat I think of the news fro~ 
\.'<1shington . So little that I do not waste time in reading 
MUch of it . I am of the impression that President \"ilson 
is und E:rtaking 1 ore than he can acco1upli sh. The sooner he 
and Congress gets tJ:.rough tinkering with the tarif'f, t1 e 
better it will be f'or the country. But then , \le P.:U t -·em­
ember e it a ~e ocrat . 

I snould like to Cline in the quo.jnt Colonlbal 
restuarant ou descri l)ed in one of your letters. I have 
a great liking for old buildings . Several yeArs ago , on a 
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dark, threntening day, in February , I haupened to be on 
Arch street, near Sec i, anj pain my only visit to the 
Betsy Rosa buildinr: , or "Hol':l.e of the Ame:-ic··n }!"' lag". 
f.s I entered a young \ronan met me . I enquired , "IA this 
the home of Betsy Ross? 11 On learning that it was, I asked 
if she war at h ome. 11\t1:..f, no l" waa the reply, "She's 
deadl" 11\7hen did she die?" I asked . " I hove~' t see~ he r 
de th in the papers l " Just t.1ten a mun , \!1 o proved to be 
J. Q,uincy Ada1.s , secretary of the Flag Association , came 
""oar a rear room. To him I a:ppli ed the smne questions . Both 
looked nt 1.1e , <.mJ. must have thought r.e an escaped lunatic . 
I then went for Adams, on t!~e history of the first ""lag, 
and got 111m oo tangled up that he beca .. e cD.oss. I then 
explained v:ho I was ~nd had a very plPa sant visit . 

Yes, Dr . Hills is gettin down to our day in his 
hjotory . In his l~st section : e have P fine deoc ription 
of wl~at i~ now- idvule avenue valley . I wish he had not 
given such minute details . For instance in mentioning the 
streams which coursed through the woo ·s , he said the lRl'lSest 
ran to the laboratory, an utter impossibility, owing to 
the tv: ography of the section. Then again , l1e '3tated that 
the ,.a ter flowed ·tnrough a tunnel under the ~Torristoun 
railraod . You \lill remember :rc. ·ackin' s Dar.1 , and the lar~ 
ira~ pipe throuj1 \'.'hi ch tbe overflow poured, and also the 
trough in the rear of Frederick Reichart ' s flov•er garden. 
You wilJ also remenber , I t hink , tho t there were two d9:m.s . 
One, the upper n nd snaller , V'as there lo 1'16 before 1834, 
r.hen the railroad. embankment across the valle~ formed t:L e 
l arger da • The first is said to have been burlt by 
Governor '*iffJin. Some rist~11ce back of these dams and 
on the upper side , about where 35th , or Conrad street , 
j ntereects the avenue , vras a pool of water, known in my 
b b:yhood as Dun~ap ' s dam. (The Duck Pond) '.'!illjom Uer:dclj 
'buugbt anc1 OC'CU:pitod the :Dunlap house , ~rhich fronts on 
School lare. 

J"idvale avenue ia beco!:ling an import~nt tborou 
fare . Brc over n~ar the old Township line, no\. \,issahickon 
avenue , is a cluster of benuti fu:L homes , known as {{.Ueen 
Lnne 1-':anor , which extends Fallaward to the ~ld C<-"mping 
gT o\.md of tl...e Corn Exchange Regiment , or Sea tt 1 s 20 .. ac:!le 
Lot . On t11e corner of 35th street is a pretty little edi ­
i'i ce of the Lu t..iler"Sn Church of the Redeemer . On anot.:aer 
corner in the handsome residence of Contractor P . H. 
Kelly, wile on another corner is the almost completed 
Carnegie Libr·uy building, erected on ground given by 
Mr . !.~erricJ.:· , and t..11.e Warden Estate . Then the Reading 
Railway 's pretty station oeautifiea what was on patrick 
Dougherty' a cow stable , and little far:r1• .Adjoining the 
property of St . Br.:..dget ' s Catholic Church is the one- story 
poet office building, vhich was opened for business last 
ueek , and which will be forr._ally opened on ··emorial Day , 
wit.l: a flng raising. near Eiage avenu':! , are a number of 
one- story shucks , which e~re a disgrace to the I<'nlls . They 
ttre used by celler . of newspapers , soft drinks , candy and 
light lunches. 

I have wonderei if you had heard of the death of 
my ·.UY't Isa·oelle Ho1)er t" . She died of heart trouble after 
a :J,.ong ailment , at the \O .. e of her youngest daugl ter , 
:rrs . Prank 'a r d , on Levering ton avenue , Rox·oorout.;;h , and 
was buried three weelro ago on Saturday. Her older duugl1-
ter, Louisa Jrere di th , had to be plt.ced in an insane asylum 
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her mind havin" beco1ae unbalanced. H~:r husband is a shiftless 
:fellow , ~nd I think it is a great blessing they have no 
ch'ldren . Hoping this will find you in good health , I am 

Sincerely yours , 

R . R . Shrank. 

J<fay 31st 1913 . 

Dear James , 

I feel highl . :.onored Ibn receiving three 
letters fro, .YOU wi tr..:.n the wee:-c . Il, the one o i' yesterday 
whit'!h came this ~~orning , ~rcu spoke of rr..y Aunt ~eJ le . She 
was my favorite aunt, owing to the fact that I lived at 
her home , while tending the toll gate for Uncle Rooert , 
v;heYJ he expected to go to war with Captain Cn<a rihee TlJOlason 
Jones ' Pennsylvania :Jragoons , and on the tv.o occ .... · -O·"' when 
he .. lent out with captain Joim Do bson1 0 11 ]3 ... ttery I II ( C,omp;my 
'' I " ) I however could not reconcile myself in her re-
lc:tion wift Larmon Johnson, particul arly while Ur.cle Hobert 
was alive . Johnson got the best of me in the old grocery 
store when I was foolish enoug:h to take it at his appraise­
ment . I lost al l t.Le money I had and ne~rly two years hard 
work, qnd yet he constantlJ dunne d me 1or the $500 good 
will he clained I owed him . ?he house Atllnt Belle occupied 
belongs to Harmon ' s daughter , Nellie , who inherited it , 
on condition ~~t Aunt Belle was to live in it as lo1 ~ as 
she wished to . Tiellie , I think liver 30:newhere in Tioga , 
ritb her ~!ffirity , Dr. Clarles Trites .. l t..h.1..nk ~h~ al.~C~ 
O\ ns the old house lov:er down on Q.ueen Lane, in which 
Ha n:-:on lived before Sam inpe!lny bui 1 t the two houses for 
Matilda ~nd ", illiam. 

You rnentioned the r:cHeills 1 call to the pastora t e 
of the cl"lurch. Tba t , you know , was through 1.:argaret 
'orison , ~rod the Abbotts, because he Y;as t friend of Jacob . 
The:!.~e are many things in the history of the chirch , which 
·would. not do to be included in any sketch \1:itten . That 
mortgage you mentioned is one of them. As I ~.ink over 
what has been told 11e., ~nd what I have observed , I think 
God has dealt very gr c1ciously with us . 

I see by tonight's(paper) that Alexander • Service, 
in his 83rd year , passed mr;ay l as t night . He had for several 
yeE!rs resided in the presbyterian Home for the Aged , at 
Bola , V!here he died . He wa~· the oldeot member and post 

s ter of Roxbo 'l"OU ,h Lodge :i'o . J 35 , "" and A .l~ •• ' ... 'he 1 o ·ge 
celebraten its centenniHl in April , mt he wao too ill to 
attend the celebration . 

In nr . l!i.lls I His tory ' tLi r \leek, he sta tee tl:a t the 
8 th Regir.1ent encamp"-"ent i1. ~obeson 1 13 meadow was aarned 

Camp Stoltley , after the - ayor of the City . Stokley vvas not 
mayo r until January 1st 1&?2 . I called on Dr . Sti~~am ~~is 
afternoon , out did no t see hiu, ovling to his being asleep . 
!.:rs . Stidham told me he vtas a little better today , but his 
doctor will not all0\'1." hil"' to co1ae downstarirs . Four were 
baptized by Dr . Seas!:oleSlast Sunday nic;ht , and others will 
be tomorrov· night . 

Sincerely yours , 

R . R. Shrank. 
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P . s. (June 1st 1913) I wrote the letter last night, and 
us I Lave not yet ;'l- il ~ d it, I concluded to add t.~.1is 
postscript . I attended c_ p.rch services this lOrning , the 
firtt time in three weeks . Dr. Seacholes preached a 
magnificent ser:non on Samso.n findine honey in the carcass 
of th~ lion he had killed. ~t the corc lusion of the sermon, 
he gave the hand o f fe1lo"'ship to t\'o ~ oung men and ttro 
you."lg women . Others are avn. ... i ting bapti sm, but the ordinance 
wlilll not be administered tonight , owing to the candidates 
wiEhing to wai t for others who are comin« to the conclusion. 
Dr . Stidruml is having a gooc: day , a11d is feelin; muc h better . 
I did not go the house , ·out got my information from rre . 
Sticlham, and Edwin 8.tnger . Singer is greatly concerned , as 
are o t'~ers, over the a rldi ti om1l expense made necessary by 
Dr . Sti~lom ' s illness . The suppl ying of ~1e pulpit during 
the tv;o months ' vacation of the pastor , will cost at least 
$50 or $60 . It looks as though the vacation \Vill have to 
he extended. The sunday School began holding morning session 
today, and many -fro. the school attended tre service , v.hicl1 
gave Drl Seasloles a good- sized cungregatior . l]lizabeth 
Johnson, daug .. ter of our dear old friend , Josepl). Johnson, 
was present . She told rne her father was in good health , but 
that his .eye-eight is failing. He to 1 d me somet Hae ago he 
was unable to get glasses tl t · ould benefit him . This is 
an ideal Juue day , and one feels cood i n being out of doors . 
'.Phe sun is pre tty warm, but a breeze fron the west keeps the 
day from being hot. 

I ;:a-: glad to be able to get to cl.u -rch this morning , 
ae it is the fifti eth anniversary of my being received 
into It the church by Hr . Checshire . It v1us the first Sun­
day in ·June 186?!, but Sunday carJe on the ?th that year . The 
day was the 25t:t anni versar.'f of the constituting of the 
church. You stated in one of your letter that Tillie, or 
i'r-tude Cl1esshire , is still living in Brjdgeton , j .J. I have 
not seen her oince the fa~ily left the Falls. I have often 
won 'ered why s:1e never got r:1nrri ed to the man for whom she 
chang he~ ~me (first name) . I had better stop , or the 
p ostscript, like a woman ' s , will be longer than the letter. 

R. R. Shronk. 

June lOth 1913 . 

near Jumes, 

Your letter of yesterday cane to hand this 
l'!lornine . By the tir!le I wa"" reRdirg it, you had pr obably 
reoi ved the one I Gent you h s t eve~li ne , so I did not send 
you a telegram. Dr . Gor der c;-lled me upon the telephone 
just a s I was getting r eady to retire l'J!" t ni g'ht and told 
me who woulQ take part in the services . A representative 
of the trini s ters' Conference \'ill re~ 1 r 'f'ol u tj one . Dr. 
SAmson , of the 2nd Church, GerHlantovm; Hev. Champion , 
of Roxborough; Rev. ,,Varwick , of Diamond c-treet church; 
Rev. Benj <kin Bun:1 Hoyer, of the Falls Presbyterian CJ1urch , 
and Rev. A. Percival Hodgson , of the Frlls U. E . Church, 
and he wishes me to write and re<·ld < tribute for the church. 
(A 11 the above ref ~r"" to the funeral service of Dr . I . 
~ . Stidham) Marys Cor~nand ry, :io . 36 Knights of Te.:.pln:t; 
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Roxborough Lo(ge , Ho . 135, F . and A. 1T., and Falls of 
Schuylkill Io ;e of' 01d Fellows are invited . I am afraid 
the little church will oe too small . ':'he body will be 
left i n church all night , an will be buried privately 
Thtn' sday I'1orniU,g in Levering ton Cemetery. I do no t L:now 
whether Dr . Stidha-rJ. received your letter and check , or 
not . He was not stricken until abmut five o ' clock in the 
afternoon , enu may have been able to read it earlier i n 
the day. 

I did not keep up my acquaintance \lith James 
Ho rne, and only rell'iember seeing him twice since he letlt 
the F3lls . I went into the Potter ' s Dil Cloth Co~pany• o 
office , on Arch street , more than 20 years aho, when I 
wRs recognized by hi!:l . The other occasion Has when I rea d 
the history of Forest School, at t ... e celebra ion in the 
}!'al l of 1901 of the GOth anniversary . of the occupancy 
of that site by the school . Hope ( or Horne) was present 
and we had a brief talk after the exercises. I ~rote the 
sketch which appeared in l ast v:eek ' s Foree:~ st. I aee by 
this evening ' s Bulletin that Hope left au~ estate ~a}.ued 
st $100 , 000 and. upwards . I suppose you 'Hill a-ctend the 
funeral ser~i ces to~o~ad evening . I shall take ~~e time 
to do so . Hopi ng JOU received my letter in time this 
reorn.ing , I are , 

Sincerely yours , 

H. R. Shronk. 

June 23rd 1913 . 

Dear James , 

Your letter of the 2ls t came to hand tti s morn­
ing. Charles H. Cra."!lp died June 6th. He was born Hay 
9th 1828 , accordi"'g to information fro '1 the north Am-=rican 
Infor:ma tion "3ureau . Having thr date of l•io deAth , I will 
try to get a copy OT the Ledger of the ?th , which would 
have an obituary notice . I go to the office every Tuesday 
to get my pay , oo I will try to get the paper tora.orrow . I 
have stopped keeping an account of friends and relatives 
\ ho have fallen from the ranks. They becarr.e too nUJ:J.er ous . 
Of the many ho have passed on I miss none so much as 
Dr . Stidham. For a ac ne uhile I had been accustomed to call 
at the paEsona:ge on Friday eveni ngs for an hou:r ' s chat . On 
last Friday ever1ing 'i:e had a terrific storm dur'ng wl:ich 
I was marooned in a drug store at Broad and Erie avenue . 
I would not Denture in the storrt owing to my impaired 
health , and found myself regretting ~ny not @eing able to 
get to the par so:1age that night . ~hen I reulized that there 
woul be no more of thoae pleasant calls, and I was sad. 
It will indeed be a dreary home- co. ing foT llrs . Stidham 
and others of the family returning to the parsonage . I, too, 
think it very fortunate i~ having Dr . Seasholes during the 
present crisis and only wish we co~ld afford to call him 
permanently . "e will soon 'be hearing candidates , I suppose . 
In a talk with Jo:nn Roy , yes t erday , be t .nought it would be 
the best thing for the church to allow Dr . Gordon to sug­
gest a man . I don ' t know but what he is right . The tribute 
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I read at the "funeral ser"'rice is printed in last week ' s 
C~ronicle . I al'Yl go ipg to J!anayunl· this afternoon and will 
m· il you a copy. A rheumatic , or other pain, in y right 
elbow makes it difficult for me to ~rite this reorning. 
:r.rs . V'ieand and her sister, Elizabeth Peltz, attended 
services yesterday morning . They are both greatly distressed 
over the deo.tl, of Dr . Stidhe:m. His last pastoral call was 
made at their home, when he '\Vas accompanied by Mrs . Stidham 
and Edna . They made a shp:lrt call at my house on their way 
home. So you witnessed baptism in t:re old cJ· ... urch. I have been 
~esent but once since g~ing on the Ledger , 25 years ago, 
to a baptism service. J'y work keeps me from church on Sun­
day evenings . Hoping this will find you in good health , 
I am, 

Sincerely yours , 

'-{ . R . Rhr ohk . 

June 24th 1913 . 

Dear James , 

It was i-posslble to secure a copy of the 
Ledger of June 7th , containing the obituary of your friend , 
Cbarles 11 . Cramp . I v:ent thr out;h the old papers I have in 
the cellar , but the one of June 7th had p:..1ge 10 , on WJ1ich 
t e sketch was printed, torn off. I found the Re~ord , of 
t:r,at date, and send you herewith the sket:.Gh printed therein. 
Hoping it will prove satisfactory. 

Sincerely yours, 

R . R. Shrohk. 

June 27th 1913. 

Dear James, 

With your letter of yester ay, I received a 
cmm unication f ro:n the Rev. John Compton Ball , pastor of 
tile ··etropolitan Baptist Church, WasrJ.ne;ton , D. C., and a 
post card fro1 -~rs . Hallie K . Swart:? . The letter from 
Washington bore this address OT' tl:e envelope : 

11 Ba p ti a t Church , 
Falls of Schuylkill, 

Philada , 
c/o pa. 

::r. James s . swur tz, 
or Rooert R. Shror.k." 

It had been de~ivered at Hallie ' s house and she had 
it forwarded to me . The letter is addressed 11 To the pulpit 
Co~1itteev and tells of a nephew of Dr . Stidham, Rev . A. 
'' · C~aves , of Ferrell , King George Cpunty, Virginia , de~irine 
ao supply the :pul:9it for :J sunday. J..:r . Bull snys, 11 I wi>uld 
most heartily recco 1end h i ll t f> ygu. He did good work in and 
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around ' a shi ngton , and i s grec tly loved by the bre thern" . 

1 shall retai n t he letter i11 case it rnay be needed. 
Hallie , on her post car J , l"lentionec' t:.e recer~t deatl: of 
I.:rs . s-.ames Grime, a: h er .. 1ome in ""'rank'for d . Sl:).e died a 
we ek before :Dr . Stidhai!l . At the meeting on Wednesday evening 
the death of another of our old members was announced. !lrs . 
Eliaabetn Harper Peel, wife of Fergus peel . She died on 
~ ednes day , after a ~rolonged illness an will be buried 
tomorrow a fternoon from h er late ho~e o n 16th street above 
Erie avenue . She was I thinl' , baptized by r . Clark, about 
t h e time you were. I am glad the clippi ng from tlle __ ecord 
of the sketch of Charles ! . Cramp, answered your purpose. I 
known of nothing that affords me more pleasure than in 
being able to favor you, to '7ho ... am so gEeatly in<iebted. 
' e are having a:not.ner hot day here today , '14:hile the temp­
ert~ture is about norrP..a l for the time of tfte year, the 
h umidit,y is excessive. Elizabeth Binger, a grand daughter of 
Edwin, came before tile committee on ,, ednesdHy night, and 
will be baptized by Dr. Seasholes on Sunday evening. Othero 
may meet t h e committee Gunday mibrning. I do not see the 
;xaminer, and do not blame you for ~eeli ng vexed at its 

not giving a respectable notice o:f so worthy a man and 
~·eacher as ~r. ~tidham. Hoping you are well, I am, 

Sil'lcerely yours, 

H. R. Shronk. 

J uly lOth 1913. 
Dear James, 

Yo ur l etter of t he 8th came to hand yesterday 
afternoon, and found me in comparative goo d health. I had 
a setback o n tt.e :rourth o f July 1 which I attribute to the 
hea t. Just before noon I went le '"'s than two squares from 
ho1 e to eee a friend. I felt all right in til returning 
hone, when a weakness cruae over me . On reaching horne I 
waf1 coln 1letely exhaus t ed and spent the rest of the day 1 most 
of Ga tur day, and Sunday on l(lY back. I have reco:v-ered 
fi7X:lrl1 that and am slowly getting over my other trouble . The 
Rev. Gr eaves, I wrote you about , ia n ot a nephew of Dr . 
St.idham, as I learned from a t a lk with ::rs . Stidham. He 
is her brother-i n-law, having married her sister ~ollie , 
o r :Connie Du tton , who.n you will remer.1ber, she having lived 
a t t he parsonage quite a while during Dr. Stidham' s first 
pastorate . According to what Hrs. Stidham said , he is a 
goo d pastor , but not much o-r a scho l ar , and has done 
successful work in Washington , v. C. and Virginia . I will 
t ake your a dvi cc and wriee to '1eV. Eall , of the .._etro­
politan Uhurch, wasbington . Edwin Singer, who h a s been 
attending to the pulpit '".ost fait·_ ful ly, thinks it \Vill be 
best not to hear any can di da tes unti l Septemoer. Dr . Sea­
shales will contiaue his splendid service till t h e end of 
July . Durin_, August the Sunday eveni ng service will be 
onitted. So it \"'ould hardl.'l do to have candidates fo r a 
single service . Dr. Seasholes gave the hand of fello'\'\'ship 
to eleven converts on Sundny mor:1ing . A young English oan 
·.vas before ti1e church 1. st e-vening , ·md vtill be baptized 
Sunday night. He was formerly a member o f the Reformed 
Episcopal Church, but ch·1nged his be l .L ef on bap ti s .. :J. . At 
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the service l Bs t evening he played the piano accompanie­
ments , and I thin.< will make an active and useful member . 

At the church meeting following the service , reso­
lutio;1s on the deat_1 of Dr . Stidham \,er e adopted and 
Singer a"1d I aut::i.1orized to collect funds :for a memorial 
tombsto 1e , to be placed on Dr . Stidham ' s grave. Singer 
obta ined a'1 esti.1a te fro2 Alonzo (Lor~nzo) Goshow, John 
Hu.'Tlpstone 1 s brother - in-lrw, of Roxborough. It will cost 
in the neighborhood of $ 150 , for a fine granite stone with 
:pol.:.shed face. Singer started t!1e movel!lent which I think 
the people will help to carry out . l.rs . Stidhnzn. and Edna 
attendeu ser ice 1-=tst evening . They a re occupying the 
p3rsonage a lone . I.U's . s . told 1a.e that it seems so much like 
home , that she wants to stay in it as lo ng as she can. As it 
will be better occupi ed than closed up, the trustees wlh.ll 
Jet her have possession until it will be necessary to ':>egin 
some b""d.Y n eeded repairs . !'~'rs. Stidham thinko the church 
ou:<;ht to '3ecure a pastor as en~ly as posoible , anrl. declares 
that al1p will never sever her relations '\lith the little 
church . Hoping this will find youi n good he lth , I ai!l 

Gincerely yours , 

-\ • R • c hr o nk . 

July 24th 19 13. 

Dear James, 

"7hi le a tte'1ding t:1e p1·ayer neeting l as J ev~ning 
dwi n Singer in formed me that · ., :1ns rece i ved subscri.:;>ti one 

for a :e.enorial tombs~on e for Dr. itidham, amounting to 
nearly v l OO . He has co~sulted ~lo~o (Lorenzo) Goshow , John 
Humpstone ' s brother-in-law , as to the p robable cost and 
finds it will be about . 150 . It is Singer's L1tentio:'l, !bf 
possible , to have the s toi1e in 1)1 :1 ce and dedica ted soraetime 
in septeltlber . He , and all o there interested , woul d like 
to h.."lve ~ou preside over the cereu10nies . Singer informed 
~'rs . Stidh.·=u1 about the tor:tl:>atone nnd she wept , saying "It 
is so kind . I never t :1ought of such a kindneos l 11 I a111 

afraid the stone, \lith the lettering , which on granite is 
expensive, will exceed Singer ' s estimate . Yindly let him 
known vthethere he may expect your coming on to f¥.1 conduct 
t h e dedication , and any other word j;ou may hav"! o.-1 the 
GUbj cc t. Dr . Seas·1o les lectures tonight i the c .. u:!'ch on 
"The l!an i th the Pick" He will close his cuppl.ring the 
pulpit on Sunday , and i n t he evening will giv-e certificates 
to the me::nber s J:1e has baptized. T'nese \'fill be signed by the 
Acting Pastor, de cons , and clerks. During ugust , when 
there \7ill be nil» s unday nig:1.t service, th~ ::;>ul:pi t will be 
filled with students f om Te. ple Universit.f . A son- in- law 
of ~ev. Dr. Charles ·· arwick , will preach o ,e morning. 

I presume you received an announcment card f::om 
Loudon , England , announcinJ t;11 Hev. John Humps tine ' s 
second vert.Nure in natrimony . I received one and \Vas greatly 
surprised, because I had not known of hia being a widower . 

y bro t her, }ecrge , Oalled un me l ost week. He has 
for sometime been livi '16 in Germantovvn Public Home , and 
·would like to get into the George Hugent Home . D.:> you kno\v 
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what t ·,e regulations are for getti ng ndmitted'? George 
thinks you might be able to help hi1 •• He will be 65 
years old in Septe.noer , whi·~h I think , is the "lge required. 

Adam Hettinger has sold out his raens 1 f ilrn i shing 
store . Odd Fellows (Palestine) Hall is to be re1n.odeled 
and enlarged, v.i tl1 stares to fro~t on , idvnle avenue . 
Ad<:' .. • was asked to vacate by the end of Jul.r , after being 
a tenant for about 46 years . He is old enough to retitte 
and is also, .1 think , financially able to spend the rest 
of h is days on "Easy Street" . 

Sincerely yours , 
R. R. Shrank. 

August 9th 1913. 

near Janes , 
In answer to your questio~ in yesterday ' s 

letter concer~ing the John Be chtel , mentioned in nr . 
~ills 1 history , I would say he was a bro~1er of peter 
and I think was the eldest. The John A. Be chtel mentioned, 
I did not l<now. There was a 3aptist fruuily i n Roxborough , 
with \Vhorn I had no acquaintance except with paul , who 
drove a hear se for Enoch Leverin~ , ~1e undertaker . s o 
~oh..."l A. may have been a me:n.'ber of tllat fatnily . John \vas 
of sandy co!'"!'l lexio~1 , but it was William. Bechtel who was 
drowned at Pottstown i~ 1859 , and was buried f1·o .~.1is late 
ho'11e i!'l the old James street . '.rhe in term en t was in Hex­
borough aptist ~hur c :i1 groun ds . You asl:ed me about him 
sometime ago , when 1 sent you a copy of his de a t.1 , or 
fu~erul , notice , co pi :d fro1:1 the Ledger . I had since been 
waiting t o see Jacob , or his sist~r allie __ owrey , both 
of whom come "Once ia a while to churc11, to see if V illiam 
waa not their brother . Hettie , w·,to is in the Gorgas Home , 
at P.oxbor ough , see.ns to have no recollec ti 0:1 concerning 
a Wi l liam 3 ecntel. 

I have experienced another set back thi \'eek . On 
Monday I awoke with a chill; kept close to the house until 
late i n the afternoon , Wh 3 '1.,. went to cover a fire at 
· issahic:kon and ~ unting park r~ve'"'luee . On my way back l 
stopped and had a chat with r~ . 1.-'ieand and her sister , 
iE's Elizabeth r:.eltz , on t h e "')Orch of their home , 2235 

-un ting Park av·enue , less t..'1a11 a squ re from where t h e 
f r e \Vas . An old frame livery stable . Arriving a t home 
I had another chill , vrhicl'l brought the ector , who was 
attending my daug_ltter who bectLr.e a victim of t h e exces"si ve 
. eat on t·1e l as t day of July. ~:he is about the house 
again , and I am almost hack to myself once more . I was 
too .. :eak to go to church on' ednesday eveni"lg , so I do 
not know what progre!3s Singer is mal~ing on the mer:J.orial 
tombston e fund. On Sunday he tal :i me he h ad ~108 in eight, 
~nd was very. anxious to hear fror~ o thcr s , so he could 
arra·-ge the contract. Dr. Seasholes will conduct the 
services tomorrow morning. During Aueust t h ere a re no 
sunday evening service . \.'e have hud a very hot spell here 
in old Phila ., and while I like su.nr:ler , I shall oe g lad 
this year when cooler weather comes . The heat, owing to 
roy v?eakened conditio!1 , is hard to bear . ·r.rs . Wieand called 
yesterd8Y to see ettie , a s she was on her way home from 
the }'alls . '"'he h~d bee 1 to see rs. SticUu.un , who is selling 
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off most of ~er houaehol. effects , prior to taking a little 
housei n \.est Philadelphia , near her dRue:.ter Ethel ' s home . 
, oping t.1is will find .fOU in good h-=alth, T am , 

~incerely Yours , 
1: . R . ~.hro:nk . 

August lOth 1913 . 
Dear James , 

J wrote you l ast evening and I am. writing this i n 
request of Edwi n Si.,ger . He aoked .. e this morni ng 1-~' I 
would write and t~l:}. you he h· s i n hand about 130 €or Dr . 
St:lidhar.1 t s me:nor ".:-·:1 to 1bsto11e , which he t.1-:Li '1kG \:i 11 cost 
-:ibibut ~ 165 , an· is an;:ious to hear f 01 you. Q.uit~ a number 
of the viov-:en of t: e congreg::t tion have asked that the mem­
ori:Jl stone oe mad large enough to co::1tain t:-e nn· .. ;Le of lJ:rs . 
Sticfnan , .... propo::>i tion he h··s accepted. ':'he stone will be 
plnced in t,1e cent::e of the lot. Sinver is anxious to have 
the dedication t~ke pl ce so.:~tine ir "'epte:.- ber . The cost 
mentioned v·ill not i nclude the expenaes o1 the dedication, 
which \7i 11 requi:-e some printing. 

I never f f! 1 t t_1e he::lt in church as I did this morn­
ins . After the seco:-~j hJr.a;1 , "Jr . Se'..,shole inv· ted the choir 
to co.ne ~own out o _n t.1.e u 11 Jl,Y , Sdying, 11We will dispense 
.• 7i th the 1 st l1yY'.li1 1•1 rr:ne Lwi ta. tion Y.'&.S r ~adily accepted . 

I ~l fecli~~ co~Aiderably better and stronger tod3y, 
but t:1e h at is very O})pressi ve . Hoping you are well , I am 

Since~ely yours , 
,., • R . Shrank. 

August 17th 1913 . 
Dear J nr.J.es , 

I delivered your cLeck to 'll'dwil't Singer , this 
morninc , for w:1i ch he asked ,:1e to convey to you hlhs than:<:s . 
:r::e h:· as in all buu t $1'* 5 , and said lle will con~ out all 
ri ~1t . _:1e sto1e , without t:1e lettering , i s to cost ~?135, and 
the letteri'1 will run the coot up to 4~ 175. He h::- s , or is 
arr·;mging to have the dedi ~atio n take pl"ce on Sa tur lay 
after:aoo~ , c.~eptember 20th , an' \ ou1 d like y ou to be present 
and cond'tltct tl1e ceremonies. I C..o not know •,-;lm t his progrn''l"n.e 
will be , flil.rt~J.er than tl1a t T'ev . Dr . John Gordon 1;i 11 de-
ljver <:.::'' address . Sil'lger took l~rs. Sti dham up tb the marble 
cutter's yard on :'riclay af'ternoon , and showed her a numl>er 
of tombsto:res, requesting her to selec ti tl e oue s}te y.ould 
1 ike best . :he pi 0ked out the one roi:.1.ger and other .ruembers 
of the cLir ch h2d selected. Judging from t::-.e description 
ringer cave r.1e , o"" the stone , it is co be of polis) cd granite , 
nbout 4t :feet l':ia,h , nearly three feet wi de , and about u. 
foot tl:ick , and with the base in two lJieces . Rev . :' . 1:. 
Shepherd , brother -ir..-law of ·:eY. Cl arles · ·arwi C- , preached 
".:.1 is l"".orninc. Ve arr-ang-::d to hold a chr,irc:l r.1ee tin6 next sun­
d· y to arrange f'or ..,i lli1~ the pul pit and an effort wi 11 be 
m~de to elect Dr . Seashole pastor for a year . He inti~nted 
to "'inger nnd to me '''edne:;day evening trill. t he \ffoulU. not 
accept a call fro. any chu~ch but for one ycnr . Dr . Gordo~ 
tolc1 rre l~~st night , ove:r ti:.e telephone , tilat he t:b..inks we 
can get Dr. Seasholes for a yeDr, as he is ~esirous of 
remaining in Phil·' lelphio, -.hilJ his son gets through the 
hieh scl-..oo l. Under the circl.llllstancer :- believe it ·would 
be best all arou.nd.if v:e could get hir.1 for a ye~r . 

Go you are going away for t\lo or thrt":e Y:eek~?Whether 
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for ple< cure or fo .. : business, I hopo the t1·ip ' i 11 p1~ove 
beneficial . I am feelinv alnort like 1 yself again , and think 
I will · e nlrigl.~ i n a ali ttle '\lbile . e do not recuperate 
eo quickly E.S \7h~n ue Here younger . I see t ey huv-e Loved 
. our sister 's piano from the p rsona~e i nto the church , 
\~ere it st n sat t: e en· of the west T OW o"' pe\7s. Hoping 
this will re c_ you before your ep rture , nd f i nd you well , 

am , 
Since!'ely yours , 

R. R . Shronk. 
P . s . rs . ~tiu:_aJ:l .... nd Yl'dna are still occupyin 
Sj e is elline Dr . StiCha ' a b oks at ten cents 
ot er articles accordin ly. 

R . H. S . 

t' e par sonage . 
each , · nd 

Septn!lber 4th ~913 . 

Dear James , 
presuming you have returned to :rew York , I thought 

I woul d have a li: ttle chat with you on pa-per . I wrote you 
tl:e day b efore you::' expected to leave, ·m. J nope the letter 
reached. you before you star ted. A week aGo l as t Sunday , a. t a 
specia l meeting of the chur cr , re decide J. , unanimously to 
call Rev . Charles L. Seashole , D . ~ . q~ p~~tor for one year . 
Thic may see~ unique , but he ~oC intimnted that h e ~oulci 
not consider a call from any church exce t for one year . At 
t he end of the year , he argued , if t llings did not turn out 
a ll right , it v:ould be eacy for the pastor to r etire . He 
bas not yet accepted t..'"le call , but Y:ill do so on Sunday 

ornin , accor-di ~g to 'f':h· t :·r s . Seasholes told me l as t sun­
day . I think we Vti 11 be very f Ortunate in securing such an 
n. le man . Dr . (!ordon on learning of' what the chUl'Ch did , 
tol · me he thou~ht it wa3 a very vdoe thing to c ull Dr . 
Seasholes . Edwin Singer has arr~mged to have t Le memorial 
tombs ton e to Dr . J tidhal dedicated 10n Saturday afternoon , 
September 20th , 8t 3 . 45 o'cl ock . You are exp Pcted to preside. 
The Rev . John 3 . Champion , of Roxborough Cl'lurch, will offer 
preiyer . Drs . Gordon an .1 Se Pfiho lef! wi lJ make brief a ddresees . 
':'J e choir will sing t hree r- electior'B and to doxolo~J , and 
Rev. Charles \'la rwi ck wi 11 pronounce tbe 'bendic ti on . The coot 
of the stone COl,p l eted , will be $ 1?5 . Hrs. S tidh.a::n and Edna 
are still occupyin.; the p·•rsonage, but expect to soon secure 
rooms i ..., \!eat Philadelp.1i a near Ethel ' s ho1ne . Our friend, 
John Roy , is i n great sorrow over t.he death of his wife , 
who died. ::1t 6 o'clock yesterday Lorning , of tumo r of t he 
brain . T1 .e~- \'Jould have been raarri d 39 yet~ra on t~1e 19th of 
Hovember, had she lived. ':'he funera l wi 11 be held at t\ o 
o ' clock setur.:gy afternoon . They h-ve two cons, John and 
\ .. i lliam, and one <iaug· t~r, rellie. William is marr ied and 
has three children. I run getting to De myself a:ain , so 
far os healti·· is con~emed . Hopin you are in good health, 
and that you may be abl€ to be present a t the to:r.bstone 
de dica tion , I am , 

Sincerely you1·s , 
R. R. Shronk . 

Septe. ber 11th 1Sl3 . 
Dc··r J ames , 

':'hat T!'lU~ t .Llave been a glorious trin you }.ad with 
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1Tr . Leech . Too .bad you had. to return by train . I have never 
f~und anything ruore comfortable for riding than a good 
r.1otor car . A motor boat is all right, but does r.ot come up 
to a motor car . Dr . sensholes ' letter of acceptance was 
read at the corr~uni on servi ~e on sunaay . He will assume 
charge october 1st. I believe his corning is Providential 
and that he vJill do a good \7orlc at the .,..,alls . Some. of Hrs. 
Stidham ' e: l~ousehold goods are in tl e parsonage . She and 
Edna are in \·:est Philadel!Jhia . Ti e parsonnee is very much 
in need of repairs and will have to be repainted inside 
an' outside , re- !)apered , an the front orch repaired . It 
ought to all re- plastered on t e outside . The porch has 
rotted av:ay and arrangements have been 1!1· de to have a 
stone front and cement floor to take the paace of. the wood­
work .. It will cost $ 150, or 'hut $25 more than renewing the 
wood , Hnd will be a l~sting job. Dr. Seasholes is anxious 
to move , as his lease i n Germo. "ltown expired at t11e end of 
Aucust . Nothing has been done , I believe to the inside of 
tl1e parsonage since long before Dr . St.idhar:1 returned to 
it . As the work will have to be done , the money to pay for 
1t , wilJ have to be r aised and the people as u&rual will 
go to work cheerfully in raising it. I think,all things 
considered , that our little church has done nobly in meet­
ing necessary e:x-:penses. Everything has been arranged. for 
the dedicating of Dr. Stidham' s nemorinl next Saturday 
afternoon . Sentember 20th , at 3 . t5 o ' clock. You are expected 
to pres i de , ~nd ·,ith Dr . Gordo'", nr·. Seaslloles and myself , 
are to meet at Edwin Singer ' s home , to be conveyed in 
an autol!lObile to the cereetery. Singer has man~ged the 
affair splendidly and deserves great credit. I was sorry 
to learn of your being framed by a fall on greasy asppalt, 
and hope you have by this time fully r ecovered. It takes 
but a little thing to :put one out of com."TTission . Sone weeks 
aeo, I foolishly ste .ped 'fron a trolley car before it 
stopped. I strained a tendon of roy right foo t, and \.as kept 
in the house three days . :·y health is still improving and 
I am gl!adually getting stronger . I at tribute the improve:-.1ent 
to a glars of porter taken at night , befol'e retiring ; a 
bi tter dose but a helpful one. Hoping you are in good health, 
and tat I may see you at "t.:te dedication , I am , 

Sincerely, 
R. R . Rhro:!1k. 

september 26th 1913 . 
Dear James, 

Dr . Gordon informed me yesterday that he had 
ma iled you a cipy of the Baptist Cor.n om.ealth, and that 
he highly appreciated the little notice I \.rote for it, 
of the dedicatior of Dr . Stidham' s tombstone . I think you 
will like the article . Ay Singer ' s request I wrote the 
account of the dedi'::ation for the Forecast . Singer has 
acted nobly and I could not refuse the request. To him 
is due all the credit of the magnificent action of the 
church in erecting ti1e tombstone. The church appointed 
him and myself a c on.'!li ttee to cc.1 rry out the scheme , h e 
originaten , all I did was to nrepare the programme for 
the printer . I l.ef~ h i m negotia~e with t h e stone cutter , 
and feel I maJe no mist8ke in so doing. At his request I 
had those present at t.."le prayer service on \!ed.rlesday n ight, 
which I conducted, to adopt a vote of thanl<s to R~borough 
Church for the use of the sunday rchool room, and to 
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Rev . John ~ . C~ampion for assi sting i~ the services . 

IDt rained very hard here on Sunday evening and Dr . 
Gordon was deli e;h ted in having 54 persons pre• ent at the 
evenine service . He told me yesterday tha~ o~ a nrevious 
ra ny sunday night when he preached for Dr . Conwell?, that 
less than a doz en came out to the ;?ervi ce . Ian t t thB t a 
good showing for our little church , comuured to the lnrgest 
1 ti the ci ty? 

I!l 11.ent into the parsonage on ' edne:::dny evenina 
befo1·e cl_urch servi ce and found there a hU!::J.ber of young 
men and women as busy as beavers , painting and cle3ning 
up the house so that Dr. Seasholes could move i n today-­
Fr i ay. I like the s irit of these young people , and be­
l i eve Dr . SB· sha l es ' coming will be crowned ~1th the 
:Master ' a appl·oval . From personal experienc e during !lr . 
Chesshire ' s ministry , I believe it is a good thing to 
have the young people work . As to the plP c; ng of the 
b~autif~l tombstone on Dr . Stidhrr ' s gnave , I feel that 
the church h3S honored 1 tsel f , "'nJ 3hown to the world a 
s~~endid and forceful evidence of practical rel'~ion . In 
tee ,,hole proceeding no thing pleased me more than your 
being pr sent to preside over 72-e ceremonies . Juc..;·ra 
fD om tlJe cordial manner in whicr, you were re cei ved , I 
believe e ~rer:body interested \var just as glad as I was that 
you v.rere present . Ho}?i:•g your foot is all ri~t again , 
and that you are in good health, I am , 

Sincerely yours , 
R . 'l . Rhronk. 

October 3 r~ 1913 . 
Dear James , 

I llt-tve ·oeen thinking of you ever since recei v ­
inp your last le tter in wnich you said you were not 
feelln '::ell . and hope you have recovered f r o the indis­
:po::;i tion . TJ e we a 'ther Te have had here had been very 
trying dlo any who are at all weak . By the papers I see 
you had a very beavy rain in :lew York on Wedneadny . It 
rain d hard here on that day , and yesterday aftern oon§ 
bolt o~ li~1tning struck and de~olis~e· t~e stone cross on. 
the tower of the Tioga J:ethodi st C~urch. To·5ay is cloudy 
and the air is chilly and looks os thou1~1 more rain was 
coming. 

Dr . Se9_si1olea assurned charge on \,ednes ·ay evening, 
vrhen ve had Olae of the Most interesting strvices we have 
had for a long time . He and J1is family are domiciled i n 
tl e parsonage , Ylhich they like very much . I vnsh you could 
be pr sent on Sunday morning to extend to Dr. Seasholes , 
his wife and four of t~eir children, the h~nd of church 
fellowship ; a duty a11d ulensure \~·hich will fall to me . 
Singer, v.:1ile senior deacon , alw<"ys inststs on my taking 
t e part belen ·ing to hin . lhe par sonage wi 11 look much 
better when the atone front o.l' the porch is co 1,)leted. The 
church' wi ll vote Sunday morning and evening for the 
additional deacons . This ie one to ~nlarge t:1e board and 
to provid a a i nst anythin happeni gs to Singer or yours 
truly . I think t:t.e people will t<>'lre to Dr . Seasholes , \\l o 
is very p l ain snoken nnd earnest. He proposes to gi ve an 
outline Sunday ::lorning o'f the work he will undertake . This 
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I suppose v.ill also include what the members ought to 
do . The con(s"'!'egation i~ ge.f:.ting larger and I believe the 
ch:rch is about to enter unon a seuson of prosperity . I t 
is not hard to see now , why it got behind during the past 
few years . Dr . Stdiham• s condition , physically , was such 
that he oDten la'oored v.~en he should have been in bed. He 
v oul d oft "n come to me on sun ay mornings and say , "Shrank, 
I wioh you would help me out this morning, by offering 
prayer" . Eis work is ended and Dr . Seasholes has already 
garnered some of the fruits of hie rninia~y . There will, 
I think , be no trouble in the people following and co - oper­
ating wi th his successor . In England, on the death of a 
s overeign, ~.he people say , 11 The King is dead . Lc::J.g Live the 
King111 In tbis spirit of loyalty we can continue to love 
Dr . Stidhar.J. , v:hile ,,e love and aid Dr . Seasho:he s . 

Singer , 01'1 Wednesd~y , had ga thered in all the money 
for the memorial to;•ostone , x:mt v. ith the exception of 
about $ 10 . Thi::; we will rtal'"e up . Hopinf" :fOU are feeling 
~lJ right a~ain , I am , 

Sincerely yours , 
H. R. Shrank. 

October ~th 1913. 
Dear James , 

Your interesting letter of the 4th crune i n 
time f or r.1e to read at the breakfast table this morning. 

Well, Dr . Seasholes , h is 'll:ife, daugnters and 
t!o sons are now members of the church , having come on 
letters of dis)1i±ssal from tr..e '.i'hird Eaptis t Church , of 
Germantown . I n his sermon yesterday morning he gave an 
outline of t he work he :proposes doing at the Falls . It was 
baaed on t he motto , "Expecting grc~t things of God and 
attempting great t_1ings f'or God" . I believe he is what we 
term u hustler , but I do not th:ink he will try to drive 
t l:e :people . We will , however , have plenty to do in foll ow .. 
ing him. I had the pleasure of welcoming him and his family 
anr! ~f extending the ha 4A of church fello\/ship . I n doing 
so , I refered to the fact that it w·1a the first time il1 
tl .. e ?5 years history of the church , that a pastor was 
welcomed to take the place of one called Home by de a th , 
and of Dr . Se~sholes coming at tl1e request of Dr . Stidham 
during his i llness , and hov: he had carried on the war k so 
s uccesoful ;try and t: at w:i.1ile the church wi 11 show i t s love 
to the memory of Dr . Stidham , it will be loyal . to h i s 
successor , :bllustrating by the cuntor.a of the loyal subjects 
of Englcmd , who on the demise of a sovereign , cry out , "The 
King is dead t Long live the Kingl 11 

krs . Wieand Wcl<: gre~tly p l eased wi t L my little 
address ano a llowed t, __ at I i mprove with age . Caroline !~ettinger 
Stine , of ~orristown was presen t and ccngratulated me for 
doing so well , a l l of which is very gratifying and raakes 
one feel glad of being able to do his part s a tisfactory.! 
often think of the advi ce you gave me , when I came into 
the churcl: , to allov: nothing to inter€ere with the appoint­
men ta of the church. Z handed the f!arne auvice down to Edwin 
Singer , when he entered the churo!_, .md onlJ a short time 
ago he thanked me for the advice tJ1en g.tven . lli'rs . Stidham 
~:md her daughter Edna attended the morning service. She is 
beurin c; her great loss -..=.ell • . \.a ehe could not hear what I 
said , I have wri ttf-3n her a s. ort a ccou."l t so she can know 
something about it . Sh~ always thhnks me for my helpi ng 
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Dr . Sti dham so often while he was unable to go into the 
pulpit . The cnurtfh has set apart S.'hursdru evening , October 
16th, fo r tendering ::1 reception to Dr . Seasho lee and his 
family . Si nger , \':ho is the senior deacon , tells me I will 
have to preside, an h o nor I would like very much to transfer 
to you , if you Co~ make it convenient to be p r esent . I do 
not think Dr . Seasho l es cares for having uny installation 
service . Your not mentioning your forme r i ndisposit ion , I 
take it fo r granted you re better . I am getti ng along 
nicely and am feeling rrucrt like myself aga i n , n l thou~1 I 
felt qt on e ti~e that _y turn w ul come before Dr . Stid­
ham ' s . opi n .·ou are ·::ell , I a- , 

Sincerely you~· ... , 
R • R • C!J:l ro nk • 

october 9th 1913 . 
Der-~r .James , 

I have just read your highly interesting letter 
of yesterday and am sorry your condition i s no t what I 
would like it to be . Owiug to Dr . Seasholes having t o de­
liver a lecture at :'ox Chase BHpt.i. s t Cl urch , ~..n the evening 
of the 16th, the receptior has been postponed one week , 
and will be hel · on the 23rd. It' P too bod that such a 
dear , goo , 'tnd learned man as Dr . CTOrdon sh~uld wake such 
a blunder a~ to r1ail a letter i w York, which \ias ;vri tten 
here t~o days before . It only proves ~~e old saying that 
we are all apt to make mistakes . I would like very much 
to take the trip you a re con te..'11p l a ting , i n going over the 
roads you traveled in 1862- 63 as a member of that glorious 
Company "I" under Captain Jof'..n Dobson. I was much interested 
i n the account of the same by Dr . ··ills i n h i s history. I 
was not a member of the company. When it first went out I 
was an apprentice l ear n i ng painting. I used to co~e home 
Saturday n i gtt , the~ tend toll gate or Uncle Robert 
Hoberte, on Sunday , so he could go to cl1urch . On the Sunday 
the com:pacy 'epar ted I went down to the toll gate as usual , 
but i nstead of h is go:ng to crmrch , Uncle Hobert enlisted 
and V!ent wlt.!' 'the company, lea vi ng me in char ge of the gate 

n d his f a1'li ly . He ce·-ne :1m e ill , "~nd was laid. up two weeks 
before I could go back to paintina. I went to the shop , had 
a quarrel wi t1 the boss , and left . This ended the apprentice­
ship , whi ch I hQd started. three F ontho before . Having some 
knowledge of the tra de , I \7ent to \"ork later as a full 
fledged j ourneyP~_an , and he ld my own with some who had been 
long at the bus i ness . I hope in your travels ~~is ~ear that 
you may not have anyth mg like the storm Dr • • Mill. descri bee 
when you v.ere last i n that part of the country. 

~he chuTc on sa~day elected John Wyatt and Jom1 
Fields as d aeons . Fields lives at i soahick on and left 
t h e church there, --orne time ago co mi n · to our church. ( 193:~ : 
John Fiel ds is member of Roxborough Baptist Church) 

verything t:1lked of here , as I presume it is i n 
New Yor", tl' is week , is the ·.rorl d Seri es o f base bul l games . 
Personc:.>lly I t.ave neither the tjnne or money to waste on t h e 
reut national game , Vth i ch is one o f tLe many greut sources 

of gumbl i ng. I have reported a good many horse races 
for the Ledger, .1ut s1ever could get i nterested in the sport, 
no r accustomed to the company I was obliged to rnngle with . 

I think the outlook at the chtu,~ch is very pr011ising . 
There was a go od turnout lact ni ht , despite the fact that 
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some were attending the ASSociation , while others attended 
a Un ... on parade and convention of Young Peoples ' Societies 
i n J"anayunk . 

As the rece~tion haa been ~oat~oned , p2rhaDs you 
may find it convenient to be present . Take ~oo care of 
yourself , so as to get back to your re~l self abain. Hoping 
you may have a pleasant trip and come back g r eatly benefited, 
I am , 

Sincerely yours, 
R . R. c-hrork . 

october 20th ~913 . 

Dear James, Presuming t."J.at you hnve returned :from your trip 
over the tramping groundfl of 1862-1863, I concluded to have 
a little chat with you on paper . ~'llinrs ar-=- looking unusually 
promioina at the church . At a speci al meetine; yesterday 
morning , Farry B. Binkin , pre!·idtmt of the '.I'ltusteea , made 
a statement , in w~uch he showed that needed improvements 
to t."1e parsonage and church spire, wlhll cost about $600 , 
and a~ked that the trustees be authorized to borrow t:at 
amount . 7his ,.·as g!'anted without any opposition , :md the 
work will probably be commenced vii thou t delay . Tt will 
include re- plastering find r e-painting the parsonage and 
the placi ng of an up- to-date bath tub and was!. bqsin in its 
bathroom. The spire has become dangerous owing to slates 
falling from it. I believe the police have complained about 
its condition. Fro!"l Vlha t Binki n sta ted yesterday, it, looks 
as if the spire , aboue the part where the bell is , \'ill 
be removed and a different finish given to the tower . Ey 
covering the ~pire with sheet copper it might be saved , but 
that v:ould entail a ~1eavy cost . The removal of the s-~::.re 
w uld change the a:!_Jpearance of the d ar old building , pa rti­
cularly to thmse w.uo have known it so long. But as it is 
merely orn<crnental , why should we u;rfeve over it? A friend 
of Dr . Seasholes will do the planning w thout cost to the 
church . At hi8 request I sent out a nmnber of iwvitationa 
to so1.1e of his fri mds to be present at the reception on 
•r,1ur s clay evening . I hope you may finO. it convenient to be 
res en t . If you do , please come prepared to preside . Dr. 

Hi11 a ' interesting Hili tary History of th~ Falls, was con­
cluded in last week ' s Forecast. I hope he will have his 
other l1istory printed t!1e same way. In the last chapter ~-e 
spoke of the armory in "Dutch Hollow" , i n which the muskets 
were placed. :hey were subsequently remove d to Dobson ' s 
Cloth , or Clock ·2111 and p l ace in t e tower . (Later , in 
tne time I was a boy wo:::.'king i n the ~Tew !li 11 , S01Zlf1 were 
stored in t:~e office , which had been the old Hagner JKansion. 
A. C. C. ) Tl1ere they re1.ained until.February 1892 , when the 
mill \:a destroyed by fire, and they were burned -oeyond 
repair. I have often thoue;ht that tne muskets should have 
been given to tf...e man who were prepnred to use the!'1 on the 
tY o occasions i71:en they "ent o"Ut to the front . 

Riverside l.ansion wan closed l ast Saturday, by 
order of the courts , for selling ~iquor to minors . Many 
a young woman and young man , s.e well , hnve been morally 
ruined at that notorious resort . 

Hoping you had a pleasant trip nnd that you have 
been greatly benefitted thereby , I arn , 

Sincerely yours , 
R . H. Shrank. 
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octooer 24t} 1913 . 

Dear J ameo , 
I n co ryliance v:i th the rec1uest in ;our letter 

of ";1e 2nd i '"'\. . ,I send .fOU t.~.is account of last eveniRg ' s 
reception to ")r. 3eash les :~nd his f·unily . It WHS the 
happiest occa3 ton I have knovm i n way of a clJ.urch function, 
since the time when !.lt'. Stidha11 wf.is greeted. '~/hen he first 
brought his wife to the •'alls. The 3unda;!,( School roOJtl was 
filled, quite . number of Dr. Seasholes' friends fro;:t Ger. 
man town bei ng present . I had the honor of pres 1ding and 
called the meeting to order at 8 . 30. After a1 opening 
prayer and a brief address I caJled on ~ev. Walter E. 
Oakford , of Grace Heformed Church , wLo rn· de a happy 
address . Other greetings were extended by Rev. A. Percival 

odgson, of the etnodist Church ; Rev . ' • B. Royer of the 
Presbyterian hurch , an~ nev·. Henry - . Hale , :Lutheran Church, 
and 1 r. Charles Chipman , of Tiog<" , w1.~.o -..ms for years a 
neighbor of Dr . Seasholes , in Ger·1rJ,ntown. 

The addresses ·l'lere interspersed with singing 
under the irnction of John Field, !Rrry -inkin , on 
ehalf of Banj··.1in (?) Greer of Germantow>'l ,presented Dr . 

Ser:1sholes with ·~ large box of fine flo·:; era. At the close 
of the speech- a king all present walked to the rron t of the 
room and s:!:look hands with tf>e :pastor and his :family , being 
introduced b r Uretta .Johnson, '"'nd John .ryatt. This wae 
follovled with ice crea and 1 1y "'inger cakes , served by 
rne:i1bera of the Tjadies 1 Aid Society . Dr . Sensholea . in 
receiving the flowers expressed bie and his fmnil .. ' s 
thanks for them and the r. any kindnesse:J shown since they 
c m-; to the alls , asl:ing his ,ermantown friends to call 
and see how comfor tabl.:r tney were settled in the fine 
parsona ;e . I h·:we never seen a ,-rea ter s ow of soc ialli l:i. ty 
than •.m'l isplnyed last :1i;1)1t . Everybo y oee.1ed pleaned 
nd happy . I left at 10 . 30 , ·::hen the roo was still well 

filled . Dr . Seasholes coMpli!'!lented u1e 'for t _e wa ii'l 
wh:ch I presi ed an~ for inviting his fri nds to the 
reception . 

Altogether the a.-~fair w~s a splendid success 
and will doubtless lead to a stronger and better feeling 
am t 1e chu:::-ch. I do no • know· }l..o· or fro . whor!l the trustees 
are to borrow the ,.3600 .' From the spi:::- it manifested last 
night I thin', the people will work har d to repay the 
debt. I an sorry you h ve t:1e bur(_.en to curry intimated 
in your letter , nd f'-3rvently pray that th deliver nee 
may come speed ly. have ofte thour<:ht that your h .art 
h~s been too lar e for your o\n good , nd that your reward 
will be great . All you· rite 0 regard as ctrictly confi~ential . 
'opi:-113 you are i1 good health, 1om. 

c- ince:cely yours, 

R. R. Shr o 1k . 

~·ove ber 3rd 1913. 
'De r Janes, 

I have just reached home after a trip to the 
Ledger oT'fi ce, "' t.~en out to onnyunk, a tiring j ou::.··1ey . 
Your letter o · saturday an ye"'t-r ay c e to . nnd this 
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orning . I was slnd to le rn you h d e~tert~·ned nr . Gordon . 
He is a noble ~a nd a hard worker . I suppose ho will 
call me up on the phone to tell r'le about yo ur kindnsss . Tn 
t!~e 13Clecti of :r . Se· aholes , I do not th.nk the church 
di · a ythine but what as riJht. To~ice h s been given 
:repe tedly by Si neer an' 11yself o-r ction to be t ken to 
sup ly the ulpit , after -r . Se. e .olea ' angagen nt as a 
sunpl. would end . , 'e were ha""')pil.:r ourpri sed to 1 earn that 
sa.c·l a good and able en as he \.oul accept a C<:.\11 for a 
year t the s all conpensation the chUrch could afford to 
give . On -:he morni.1g the ~ctio \.as taken, the onl ob­
jections 0 f wred " ere by 3r6ther .oy , WhO thought it VIaS 

breaking prece ents to call a paotor -for a limi t ed period. 
1 rs, " ieand rose and st ted that the cl rch h d established 
jus such a precedent when it elected ReV. =neraon Jl...ndre\iS 
for six .onths , in 1852 . .... e preceded ·~ark Watkinson . The 
other objection w s by ,John 'ield , who thoug)lt a committee 
on _pulpit supTly should be appo1nted. He ~a·ne from Wissu­
hickon Cl urch, nd i a ac i v~ in the c.-..o ir &"1l.1 other ~oork . 
It h·s bee~ s~id th3t he \ts anxious to h ve Rev . Harra, a 
former p·.stor of ~'is""al ic.·on Church , h ard as a candidate . 
·hen the vote to call Dr. Se· sholes ,. taken , it was un-
~nimous . I believe lis cominc W"':.:. providential , ond that 
the church \,ill be built up un er his ministry. He is 
arr anging to hnve a churcL directory printed , ·n is 
se tti n splen .i · p c • ~ _ 1 \ o:: . .'k. : . t • ur.uc y evening 
the rece1·t, y e lee ted deacons , Jot.n \ ya tt and Jo n Field , , re 
to be inst< llcc' . Whether the entllluaiasrn wilJ cool down or not , 
would be hard to say. I think it is of tLe kind that vill 
l Dst . I sup O"'e you re d an ccount of '!""lr . se·1a oles ' 
rec ptio in 1· st- eek 'a ~c~ec st , ~bic. I YTote at the 
request o-~ Singer . The pu..,lic-her h s y n""r.e o his free 
Jie>t nd like to return the com1)li1 e1 .. t . I also wrote a 
1 :i: ttie notice for our cLurch , publL::hed in 1· st week ' s 
Cof!' .. onwealt! .. . It ~.as ppreciated by rs . Stidha. She and 
Edna were at c .. urc: yester'ay1orning. They are boardinG at 
59~ ...,ine street , V~hich is two squares -rrol"l Ethel 's home . 
r~ . Jtidhat l~oks well n~ is be ri g her gre· t loes 

brf vely . "he likes the little old church and 1s liked by 
all 1 ts n:erJbera . ~he work of replustering nn repainting 
the exterior of t e parsonage will likely be at rted this 
'li.eek, ~nd I hope tbe \7e· ther \7ill cortinue -~"· vorable till 
the .., orl· is coMpleted. 

r.:e , I ·m , 
Hopi n-.> you nre in ood h al th , as this leaves 

Sincerely youro, 

R . R . Chror...k . 

·~ever er 6 tl 9!3. 

Dear James, 

T e Gang is still here i n this City of Brotherly 
Love . There •a~ too uch o-ffice- see¥i ng ruong the Refor~ere 
· n t. c derzr uo en 'ho v·ent a out electioneerine -ror their 
huq ~nds nd friends di rot i presr ~ e public ao ·ell · o 
they expected . Personally , : wish we coul get b c, to the 
old-t e elections, \ie t .. e tvo p rti e , e cl. ightin£?; 



66 
for t e nrinciples t.hey hel ·, :foue;l t for suprer.zacy t i t.hout 
· ny of t: .. e mo · rn side issues. I h· d a talk \,::i th tr . 
Gordon , over the telephone , onuay eveni a. He is del~ ~ted 
over the splen id mann r .; n \.!:ich .fOU entertain d him and 
his friend from Chica-;o , ')ut said l;e Vlould have liked it 
better if you and he could have been alone. Hie Clicago 
friend accoMpPnied him to hin ho~el ·und.y night, and 
t· lk · until idbi& t . It was decided at the business 
:meetin ~ of tl e church 1 s t evering , to · llo · tLe trus -';ees 
to re OV" t e upp r p· rt o"" t e a ire. '!'- e she. tl .. in_ bo· rda 
01 \.hi cb the c-1·• t es are n i led are so rotten that the nails 
\.ill not hold t e sl·:ltes on . Some of the timbers are 
·leo decayed . All above the part where the belJ is , v;rill 

e re~oved and u peaked copp _r - covered finish '\will be 
i Yen to Y.ha t \ ill t-hen be the tower. ll."'l estimate for doing 

t e ' o:rk, -ror v225 , h a bee received fr-o a city contractor . 
'he trustees were requested to obtain biC.s ~ro local 

contractors before f,·vin~ out the job . ~r . Reacholes is 
what might be callod a cracker-j< ck in ~on'~ucting a church 
'businecs meetir ' · On SundnlY morning , there will be a general 
exch nee of pulpi~ by aptist pa~toro ; Dr . ~homas S. 
Samoon , of the First Church , Germantovm , \'lill preach for us ; 
Dr . Se~s1toles ... oes to First Churc __ , , anayunk Frank ... eredi th , 
,,lo marri d :my cousin louis.:. Roberts , nd lhO h s been 
dj ssipa ted. , rose for prayers G'llnd·:t,, evening . He was at the 
service J st night , and is Gtrug lin after the lieht . I 
su pace . ~,ou kno\7 his 'i f'e h· s been in tl e orr ia to-vm Insane 
I sylwn. ~he \IUS t"ken there < s} or t time before r.r . Stidham' s 
death . Frank told me 1· at n~ ~t , that che is eetting on 
finely and th t : e expects to h"'ve her hor.'!e for their 
Chris~as dinner . Your J tter of Tuesday re ch d me yesterdny. 
~ith best ~ishes I am , 

Sincerely yours, 

R . .rt. Shronk. 

Novenber 23rd 1913 . 

Dear Jc!!l.ea , 

I a~ glad you appreciate the Chronicles I mail 
you . It is an eaoie~ ~ay of le~ting you know of the general 
h· ppeni ngs t the old Falls , thnn to re-v:ri te in fcrrrn of e 
letter . Your letter of tlle 21st came to han,.:~ yesterdRy 
orning, an· a read with great interest . Horace· . Smith, 

once told ne th· ~ it \ oul d pay IJ r> • . Abbot to a llov: Mr . 
Abbot ..,.:: , 000 per year, to do notl.i~ . Poor man , 'l'hat a 
number o-r ~inoncie:1l troubles he h· d l \'i thal I had a strong 
love ""or hi1 and £rom his te· ching learne' much of the 
Fi ble . v~'l:.n t "" ch nge h s co e over his old !:orne? I never 
look .,tit , ut w:1at a feeling of sa nesc cameo over me . Sadie 
died in poverty; Griffith is farming in •raceachusetts ; while 
poor inrocent t•a :1 io eking< o'-'.t a niserable ex&atence in \'est 
Phil delphia . RaiseC. in lu..xury, it must be hurd for him to 
be in ·~nt . I have not see hi 'for a long wJ ile . Just before 
Dr . ~tid'.:l ~ ao t ken to his bed , he told me o-r cau coming 
to hiM to borro'\1 75 cents , 'ffnen he e;o.ve hi. a dollar ,. 

'ou wanted to know the meani ng or extenuing the 
church to idvnle avenue . !t is a sche~e Dr . Seasholee h~a 
taken up , and hich he hopes to see c, rricd out. He spoke of 
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it U::is morning , and sho\led plnn rJr p .... r ed hy Hev . Clarence 
L· rki n , p stor of }~ox Chase Baptiot Church , '111 .. o is an 
arcl.i teet . It looks fine on paper and \Toul be u gre t 
improvement . '!:hen asked ~he probablC cost , Dr . Seaslloles 
said , 11I have not o.dvanced th· t far" . T!:e 110ld Flag" has 
been lo ered , and the church spire is now a thing off-::he 
pust . As I look ":d up at where it stood this I!orning , I 
wished I ' ere ri~h enough to have it replaced. It looked 
to me like a man raining his ~ upward after ~he hand 
and forearm had ·een ar.putated. I was told an examinRtion 
of the spire tir1,.ers s!lo ee that they \''ere b· dy decayed 
· nd they they coul.; not be re'Pilired. Above the ·.elfry, there 
~~ill be ~ cone- s11nped finis: , r.ur ·oun ted with the old bR 11 
and star . To me tt will never look as graceful Ps it oid . I 
wis you could have seen the bouquet of h·•ndeome cl:ryeunthe:nums 
f'inger got from \ .. eightr.llan'o gardener ttis morning , ~or the 
table i n front of tLe pulpi t . After the ever inc. service he is 
goin to present the~_l to Joseph Johnso11 , who hue bc;en SOl1ieul.at 
in t.he dump:? the pt st week; sp:r't o'f melurr;holy . Hie eyes ure 
ftilin dnd he seldom leaves the house . So you are ~ot sorry 
tl at Sor ber ~o t Dobson to buy tlle Uhler lot frot!. '\ eightman. 
I have a lway thow~ht that Charley serv d you a mean trick 
in going ~o~Dobsor after you had tgreed to take the lot. Sorber 
h~a beer successf-~1 , so far as money getting is concerned , but 
what else has he? Dobson had to go and leave his $60 , 000 , 000 
or more . He could have built nd provided for the keep of a 
public library without feelinE the cost , and had a l asti ng 
monument in the place he made his r.10ney. That , however , is hie 
affair, and not mine. 

Dr . Seasholes will preac the ut•:on Thanksgi vine; 
sermon , in the Lutheran Church of the Redeer~er. It wi 11 be the 
first time for the Lutherc:ms to join in the ser vice . 

ropin:.;, thi!3 will find you in oo 1 health , as it 
leave~ me , I a , 

Sincerely yourn , 

l . R . P.I-lHONK • 

..... ... -..... 
Hovember 27th 1913 . 

Dear James , 
I am having a quiet Thanksei ving Day. Insl!tead of 

tramping about to get ac~~ nts of what is doing at the 
fraternal homes , as heretofore, I have travele d today by 
,. ay of the telephone . v:hi ch is a e r eat help· i n y businees . 
During most of the day I have beet living in the past . Trrie , 
I ~uppose , is owing to t~e fact of rny meeting Robert } • 
~aycock, the .ecord 's expert horse reporter . He and I have 
worked together for years . He told me that he was marri ed 
44 years ago on T.hanksgivin • D·y , and taat the day that 
year came on Hovember 18th. (' ot the l·tst 'l'hursday in the 
mon th1 ) In looking back I r eco.lled wr..a t I did on that day 
of llie wedding . You will prohably l'ecall the ay , as the 
one ~hen I gave you a strenuous half day's work in your 
queen Lane hone , into whlcL you h d recently re11oved. You and 
I spent the morning poli~hing up t~e furniture in your 
b:droom , a wo r~ I wae rnore accuotom d to that you. After 
d1nner , you , Wlth your rr,otl!er , ~ieter , Cousin Uar,y- Si:rrllnone , 
end I , ,. ent up to the ded1c·~tior. of' the new edifice of the 
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Roxborough aptist Church . Dr . P . S . Henson preached the 
sermon , \'hile I do not reme ber anythine of the sermon I shall 
never forget hi~ introduction. He said , "It v1as the custom 
o~ physicians some years ago to bleed their patients , ! am 
going to blet:d t=.:is congregation this morni ng" . ~'lhich he 
did wlb t hout mercy , raising the required su.'ll to pay for the 
building. Vfl:).at changes have cor.:1e to us since that far a\;ay 
day? 

Dr . Seasholea is optimistic and believes in 
doing things . At last ni ht' s service the choir w-e autllorized 
to see ~hat the cos~ of securing a leader wnuld be . I suppose 
that and the service is to be made artictic. I h<•ve ~lways 
thought that the chu:rc! never appreciated the cho i l1 you so 
ably led for so many years , as much s it should , and of 
w ich . ou are the sole survivor • 

.To seph Johnson hod quite a bad spell on Sunday 
but was netter yesterday according to Edwin finc;er' s statement 
to me last evening. If Dr . Sensholes ' predictions come true 
the deur old church wi11 be doin grca.t things w thin the 
next fr.·w years . 

Dear J·mes , 

Hoping you are hnvin a pleastnt day , I am , 
Sincerely yours , 

R. R. SHROHK. 

~oveDber 28th 1913 . 

As our letters of yesterda. crossed each other 
1t is evi ent v·e were thil'lkin of each other . You said .,ou 
hoped I would el~joy r:y turkey. I did. to a s~al l extent. I 
ate a mall slice of the bren~t , or light ~eat , and a little 
of the outsi e of a drumstick . That w~s the first of any 
kind of meat I have tasted sin0e the 17th of l ast- DY , when I 
WeiB taken ill, and my doctor put me on a strict diet . He 
told me. a few ~ eeks ago that poultry is not considered 
meat and that I micr.,ht eat chicker , or turkey . I unfortunately 
have lost my t ste for pQUltry Dnd very eldom touch chicken . 
J used to think that nothinF; better tban roe~st turkey cauld 
oe brought on the tab l e . That was when I was a boy . At one 
of the old time Sund·:iy School ' s New YeC:lr festivals , we boye 
of your class bantered e ch other as to which could eat the 
oat turkey legs . Dear Old A nt Hannah Scott , who~ ever ybody 

loved , pro-vided t_e tu key legs . Some of t.1e boys st::..lled on 
two; some got aW<-lY with three ; a few ate four; and I won by 
eating f i ve and w~s called ahe hog of the class . Oh , but I did 
suffer that n ght , out through my mother's treatment was all 
r · ght next mornit1:. That spo 1led r y t ste for the noble bird. 
In addition to doing without meat wa~ deurived of sugar of 
which was a great consumer. Dr . Stidhar.: once to l d me that 
I l iked a little coffee with my sugar , whe he saw me sweetening 
a,cup . I tried both coffee and tea raw , but didn ' t like 
-ei~er, eo T have discarded both , drinking milk or cool 
vater , and am feeling all the better in doing so . I enjoy 
the si ple food an· a! thrivi o it . I do not think any 
effort v 11 be made , for sometime to come, to have the 
church extended to ·:idvale avenue . It io all well enough 
to talk of i. .provE'Jtlen ts , bit I de not think ::;Ley ought to be 
made without ou:c knowi n _, where the money to pay for them is to 
come fror., . As a choir leader , of which I told you in my 
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letter yes terdHy, I do not thi nk it would be rig.ht to pay 
for such a luxury until the ,J600 to be borrowed for needed 
repairs is paid . The chUl~ch is not able to attempt or 
keep up tre style . WEre the revenue large enough I would 
r.ot oppose the l"lBkine; of any effort to fill the pews . While 
I beli eve in expecti ng gr eat things from God and attempting 
gr ec t things .('or God, I do not think He would favor our 
getti ng in debt . Hoping you enjoyed your t ilrkey , I am , 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R. SHRONK. 

December 15t h 1913. 

Dear James , 

Your letter carne in time this morning for me to 
read at the breakfast table . My breakfast , ·which is seldom 

earlier than 10 o ' clock, except undays \he. I rise an 
hour earlier . 

You fully exp .·essed my sentiments in what you 
s id about t he present occupan t od the ~esidentiel eeat , 
whj ch ¥< e wilJ have to endure until l nrch 4th 191? , t>y: wh ch 
time our dear frien d , Joseph Jo_ neon , should he 11 ve , will 
have rounded out a century. I alao agree with you in regards 
to the enl~r ing of the church buil ing . The p lan sho~ed , 
looks very pretty, b t I t hink it will be a long while 
before it i a ca rried out . \le had sp l endid spring- like 
weather yest erday , but t he old church wasn ' t half fil l ed . 

r . Seaeholes preached a magnificent sermon f ror the very 
unusual text , Genesis 4 - 14 11 Pitch it vd trlin and wi thout with 
pitch , it being pa rt of the instructions to oah reear ding 
the ark . In the sermon h e shov·ed that r:-od begins from within 
y cleansing the he rt by l;egenera tion, whicl. must precede 

refornation. ~ith a cle·nacd and regenerated heart the man 
by proper conduct sh0\79 tr.e without, or outer part . 1.e should 
so live tha others ob:3er v: ng our conduct , might see tha.t -v e 
have bee w 1 th J esus , ar. n leaned on l im. "\'.hat the church 
w n ts to d.ay" , he sai d , "i o to get down on its k ees and pray 
for an old- fashion~d revival" . He closed with a beautiful and 
forceful declaration that what God has beeun He will a lso 
complete. 

Dr. Gordon call ed roe on the telephone l ast 
Friday n i ght for a chat. He told me of :his l:;aving nritten to 
you, informing you that Dr . Conwell was to pre, ch i n 
Calvary ChurJ:h , N~w York , on Su.nday . Urs . Stidham and Edna 
attended the morning service yesterday . Both are looking 
vrell. She told me :.hey \'lere n i cely situated in a boarding 
house, not far from E thel ' s hooe . ·rs . \ iean~ was also 
at the ffiorni n ser-vice . Th ings look promi sir g . Four from 
Dr . SE'!asholes ' former charge , in Germantown , have joined our 
church; a good and hopeful spirit prevai l s . The par sonage 
looks fine , but I do not like tl e cut- off steeple. Hoping you 
are i n good healt..~ , ns t h is leaves me , I am 

Sincere l y yours, 

R . R . 8HR01UC . 
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December 22nd 1913. 

:near James, 

I have been on my back again moot of tLe time 
since l a"'t ednesday , I went down to the Record office 
that orning, and then did a little shopping for rny daugn­
ter t oskino , on ~he lo\·:e:r s1de of Chestnut street. Before 
I got back to 9th and Arch streets , to take a trolley car 
for home, I was in terri hle agony from a doubl e rupture . 
I was , as the d~rkie said , "l~ighty gl d to be home 11 , when 
I arrived. I uent at one~ to bed and '~'·ettie telephoned to 
the doctor . He came le:te in the evening and fixed me up 
temporarily until next morning \hen a truso maker cc.me out 
from tbe city and f itted me with a torturing harness . I 
never tiefore understoo d w_y a horse kicka over being 
harneooed for the f irst time . The pl'dn fron the rupture 
broug1 t on an old f. shionwd bilious · tt· ck whi ch was 
supp l emented wi tha cold . The only consolation Dr . James 
could give me yesterday was, that I wiJl have to become 
accustom~d to the harness . As a result of my ailments : 
did not et to church ·:-ednenday night , or yesterday morn­
ing. Jorm Roy called i n the afternoon , but did no t c ome 
up to my ro om. Dr . Seasholes teleplloned l ast evening and 
expressed his sympathy . He told me the weekly meeti ng will 
be held this week on Fri day evening, postponed ~rom Vednes ­
day , Christmas Eve . I a~ feeling better today , though 
sornewha t weak. Po or Roy , his will be a sad 'home this 
Christ s , '1t1 .. }.is belove Jane t s mortal remains i n the 
cemetery , as her's was the first death in the househo l-d; 
the loss v.ill be much greater . These are par t s of the 
""Qenu..1..t.'l..e~ ~~ 1..'--~~ .. - -~ '\ .. :\ .. ~~ ~~ ~\.~ ~~~ \.~ .~ "\,\.~~ ~\.~'\. ~~ 
will die to live. Wi thal its ills and pills and bills , 
this io a grand old world to live in. Each of us have 
much to be thankful for, :--nd at t!"is r.:l ud Christnas season 
should be g;rateful for tLe greatest ift Go d ever made to 
hopeless man . 

I telephoned John r i llj ga.n to oend me ~ extre 
cop1es of l ast ·;:e=k 's Chronicle, \"lhich I g e ner al l y get <:l t 
the office on ~'"ondays . I will rn"~il you .one . This is a 
gloo ny letter, but please do not let it prey on . our 
peace . Hop n g you are well , an the t you may have a l!erry 
Christmas , and a Happy :;ev; Year, I am , 

Sinc erely yours , 

R. R. SHR0-1'K . 

l . ... J.y d us!1~er jot I!!e some cards and handing me the 
o e enclosed said , "T-.is is for' r. Swartz". Shoul d 
you send out car~s , =~ember Joseph Jonnson , 4500 Ri dge 
avenue . 

s . 

uece1~ber 28th 1913 . 
Dear James, 

I went ove:- to church this morning and was 
join_J. at 22nd an' Allegheny a v e•1ue by l~rs. Vli-eand . "Je 
heard a sple:'1di d fierti:lOL1 by Dr . Seasho 'i.e a, on the pr ayer of 
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:llisha to EJ ijah: Second Kings 2 : 10; "Jv1d Eli aha said , t I 
pray thee, let a do-... le po tion of t hy spi!'i t be upon 
;ne t ; the subject being "T .. e Trons~n as i on o-r Personality" . 
T'n2 Catholic popes , when elected, fol1ow some particular 
li:'le of popes , hence we have Pope Pi us X, the nresent 
pontiff . Kings of Zngland dio the saue, so we have t:he 
present !{ing George v. Llncoln so absorbed t:~e li-l"e of 
\fashington that he fo llo·ned him i n adr.1i ni stra tio n; Roose­
velt's "Square Deal" VIas froHl Lincoln ' s honeoty . Wi lson is 
copying Jefferson. The trend of ~1e sermon was for us 
each to follow some well kno\l!l saint who \tas known for 
his or her faithful ness , and piety. paul taught this 
doc+..ri&e" en he aa:_d , "Follow me even as I foll0\1 CiJ.rist 11 ; 

Cony the eood and stro'lg points -mt shun the evil. Dr . 
Seasholes annout1ced t:1at he had divided the Falls into 
three working sections , or districts . Section "A" , belo\Y 
Queen lane ; Section113" , above .tueen lane; and Section 
' 1Cu ahove the !Torristovm ra il::"OCld. He has arrHrlged a 
ecti·qg for workers ir1 the sections , at the parsonage on 

~ue~:day eveni g . He is very optinistic and I believe 
will i n a little while get the young people enthusiastic . 
I do not like the looks of the chopped o"'f spilte; it gi ves 
t e front of the building a squatty appearance . The work 
in the parsonage is slo'·ly , ,"''rery slowl,, being done . The 
new bathtub hoo bee!l put in, but tl!e plU:'11ber now has 
to wait for the carpenter to put up a partition before 
ha can install the washstand. 

Whi l e the weAt11Pr wao cold and threatening 
this morning the attendance w•s good . Thursday will 
be Sundny School Day , when t11e nrimary Depart.'I'Jlen t will 
hold its enter tRinr:le'lt in the after noon ; t e other classes 
i n the evening • •. iss Elizabeth Johnson vias at church 
this orning. Rhe said her father is doing nicel.v again , 
and they are in hopes he \:ill be all right befor-e !lis 
birt:'lday , January 24th , w!len he will be 96 yefi!r s o l d . 
'"'he told me her fa ~her ·::as much pleased in rec*i ving a 
Christr.1as card fro:J. you , and asked me for your address . 
: resuue 1 Vlo:..~k yesterday and am feeling much l ike UJ.llse l f 
again . One , I believe , ctuJ. become accustomed to almost 
any thin~ . A year ago I was greatly bothered in using 
"Store Te~th", now I an beco.1i used to a strong girdle, 
or truss . The trouble is they all cost money , besides 
the discomfo ~t . I am gl d you appreci te the Chronicle . 
In t!1is '.'7eek 1 s .i.Jsue I wrote an editorial on t."le cor.1pl etion 
of Vo l ume 45 . Hopi!1g you are well and thet you may have a 
Ha 'PPY , H al thy , Peq ceful and Pro sp :rous lle'~ Year , I a"!l 

Si ncerely youre, 

• R. SHRo:uc. 

January 13th 1914 . 

Dear James , 

I do not envy your being in ~ew York , 1f the 
v.rea ther is ~my rrorse t.""lan it is here this morning. The 
thermometer is registering 15 degrees and a cold southwest 
wind blowing. I hav e just had a walk of six oquarea and 
I thoufS}.1.t my ears ·1ould 'e frozen before reaching liorae. 
The suddeness of the chnnge from spring- like mildness makes 
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one feel it all the more . I have never been milch of a 
friend of cold weather , :..nd the older I get the less I 
care for it. I am f~elin; prettJ 600d again , and om 
getting accustomed to Jei 1~ harnessed \!i th a truss . In 
a recent letter you · .. anted to know what causes a rupture . 
They come from straining- -oft,., f"":'o lifting--and may 
result fro1::1 a sneeze or a couJ:, . y Doctor told me they 
sometimes come :fro_ gener nl '.'le'l <.."less. ine h"'d been 
co;aine on for quite a \'7hi1e, but as it; caused no incon­
venjen~e or pain , I gave it o attentJon till the day 
it almost ki 11 ed me . Then I wn.s glad to r eac:~ ho!!!e and 
send for a doctor . It is one o-r t.'le most distressing 
paips one can experience . I sup:poae you are aware of the 
24th being our dear old friend , Joheph Johnson's ~?~h y 
birthday anniversary, en~ will jo 4 n in giving him a 
aho\':er of birthday cards . I have not h .ard of hi. .. for 
more than a week . !Ie v:--s tllen recover i ng fror.~ a cold. 
- hop he will oe "POr"'l, in good health, to round out 
u century . If he is , he will be the fi::st , in my 
knowledge to live that long at the Falls . I know a 
woman here in 'i'ioga , who will be 106 years o l d on 
April 14th, if she lives. She is o nember of the 
Fiftieth Baptist c:.....urch, and is remark:1bly well preserved . 

he reme111'oers the ~ ·ar of 1812, and on her weddi ng day was 
driven in a carriage fro. :UOyleeto;m to Norristown, f!"om 
w.her e s:1e rode to Phi ladelpil ia on one o · tile 'first train6 
ru over the ·~orristown Railroad . Dr . Seasho les haS. had 
the church pews re- mt"'lbered, n :Dt for ".~enting , but to 
give all a chance to select a sitt'ng. He will talk , 
next Th.u:::- · y eve"ing, on 11\Vho Dicco7ered the ~ orth Pole!" 
the proceeds to oe used in repa ring t.c organ . There is to 
ben dinner Ol1 .las hington 1 s birthday, or t-'1-le 23rd of 
Februa:ry , !lonad.y , an..: errang~ent are being m< a.e for 
l1olding a grand baz ar . I le rned 1st' eek tl1at the $600 
borrowe 1 by the trustees , v;as loaned by Christian Verbeck 
for one year . I suppose t'i.1ere will have to be sonethine 
done to repoy it O'-, ti·1e . J~verything h s a hopeful a ir 
and it looks as tJ.1ough the old church will again become a 
power for good in the COL1"11Unity. Dr . Seasholes' wife 
and four of the children have bee,1 laid up with grippe and 
are elo';"rly recovering . Ho:pin~ this ·will find you i:-1 good 
he a 1 t 1 , und comfort , I am , 

Since ... ~el.r yours , 

R. R. SHROHK. 

January 15th 1914. 
Dear James , 

I consider 1ysclf moct fortunate in receiving 
two letters fran: you in s 1any days. Gre t raind•3 do work 
together physchologi~ally, I suppose . I did not refer to 
my own thermometer , as I do not ha pen to have one outside 
the house , but thought 15 above zero was cold enough . 
Yesterday the :amae party oaid it was 3 below at Roxborough 
and at Chestnut Hill it was reported 8 below. It is much 
warmer here today but it looks as though a snow fall was 
coming. I am no friend of cold weather·, nnd the olner get 
the less I care for it. On the other hand :b::~ l!ln:l.tto · b:e very 
hot befo:::-e I complain. 

I remember ti1e bookcase and books which our 
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Sunday School obtained from t11e Laboratory Hill School , "but 
I do not recall ever having seen the little biography of 
""hristian Swartz . I wonder if he could have been a relative 
of .rour.;e. I have always had a warm s:pot in y heart for your 
noble father. I took a liking to him the first time I met 
him by the kind way he spoke to roe. The more I knew of him 
the stronger y ~dmiration g.reu . And I never knew a man 
who \:as more considerate for thise in his employ. He cared 
for them as a fond parent would care for his children , ~nd 
naturally had the respect and love of all who worked for 
him . I' rCl!le:-uber railroad men comparing him to John Binkin, 
who v.as regarded by them as a tyrant. They were ready to do 
anything for your father, but onl:r feared Binkin. I always 
thought it strange that two men being so different in dispo­
s "tion could be such close friends , ~a your father ~nd 
Binkin. I also recall the universal expressions of sorrow 
o·r the people at the Falls when the Gad news of your father ' s 
death Ylae received. There are eo.ne living at the Falla who 
still think that the day and Sunday School, with its read.mg 
room and library, on Laboratory Hill waa tnere through ur . 
Power 1 s phil:antbho'PY. They forget that the school and li br ·ry 
closed the very day ·r . Harrison (George Lieb Harrison) retired 
from the firm . Mr. Harrisen taug.tlt the Sunday School class 
of which I was a .a.e~!lber . After that Sunday School closed , I 
thought I would go to the 1 ethodiat School with Andrew Gil­
more , the two John Shronks , and others boys. I went there one 
Sunday , when Sidney Smith, who married Sallie Hess , the 
te cher, scolded me for looking at the little woodcuts in 
the question book . When I went home my mother asked me how 
I liked the school. I told her of the .SColding I had received, 
and t 1at I would go to the Japtist Schoo l next Sunday . I did , 
and was placed in Jacob Dietrich's class . That scolding may 
have prevented me fro. becomin~ a Yethodist , for which I am 
devoutly thankful . 

Ed·,dn Singer told me last night that Joseph 
Johnson has hnd another b ad speel . The old brewery building 
in "Dutc}1 Hollo·,v" is to be torn down an the 3tones are to be 
used for a founrla tion for a new edifice st . Bridget' a Church 
is to erect fronting on idvale avenue (Nun's house or rectory+ 
Thin will likely spur up Dr . Seasholes in his scheme to fu~Ve 
a Midvale avenue front Ol1 our church . You will see by the 
papers that General Louis Wagner passed sudlienly away thi a 
. orning. I have been associated \ti th hi "1 a grea; dea l since 
I began reporting for t h e Ledger. Hopin"" you are thowed out 
nd are ·well, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

. . t. SHRORK • 

January 18th l9l4 . 
Dear James , 

It !!lay be that you have already heard of tne death 
of our old friend .;oseph Johnson, who passed quietly away 
on Friday at b4s home, 4500 Ridge ave ue. He was conscious 
up to the end . I kneH nothing of the sad event until yesterday 
afternoon when my daughter told m.e the Ledger had a brief 
obituary of him i n the day ' s i ssue . He ,.,ill -oe ouried on 
uesday after11oon , privately , in Laurel Hill Cemetery . 

Dr . Seasholes will officitJ. t.e, ~~inger , always rea ·y for any 
good ork, beg·m a collection this orni;1g for sending a bunch 
of 9? carnations , 1s a to ·en of regard from the church. He 
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thinks he will have no trouble i rAising the cmount needed. 
I was gre·1.tl.t' shocked on learning of our friend's death. I 
wa~ i~ hopes he ~auld be spared to roQ~d out a century. And 
yet , whim it is considered ·L!at his con:iition was such that 
he h d to be kept in his roOi:l , md no one allowed to see him , 
and his sight failing , life .ust have been a burden . I learned 
while in chirch this morning , that ~·ra . Hargaret Richards 
Hubbard died suddenly yes t rday, in Ca!!lbridge , ·rassachuaetts , 
where she vas residing to be near her son who i~ attending 
arvard "'allege . he passed part of December at the hor!le of 
ra. Clara Og1e~ . on Hunting Park Avenue, opposite Peltz ' 

House, where she uas confined to )ed a week fro rheumatism. 
J.tiss El ieabet-1 Peltz , and :i.rs . Wieand both went 

to c' ..ruch this morning , but did ""Ot remain to the service. In 
i'lalki'1 along 1~idge Avenue , and •·hen naar Q.ueen Utne , Eliza­
beth tripped on a cellar door , and. fell , injuring her left 
arm, right chest , nd nose. ("'he went to the church to get 
warm and then her sister took her home . I call ed after return ­

i11g fran church , and found her sitting in t.1e dining room , 
showing but little effects of the fall , 

This is rather · Joleful l etter , but I thought you 
would wish to l earb the fc.~cts . Hoping you are well, ·1s this 
leaves me , I 8!!1 , 

Sincerely you~s , 

R. R. SHRO]K. 

January 27th 1914 . 
Dear James , 

T suppose I am gettine careless as to replying to 
letters , ;_ore tha.1 a weak ago one ca!"'le fro!:'l you and I have 
jue t re lized that it has not been acknowledged. In it you 
stated that you expe c t ed to at ten~ t.ne funeral of our aged 
friend Jo seoh Johnson . I h d an engager;lent that after no on and 
was una)le to attend the funeral . I w.rote a letter of con­
dolence to . iss Elizabet~ and her sisters , in which I tc l d 
them of my not being able to be present . Dear old ffi[ln t I was 
in hopes :1e igh t b<:? s:p r d to round out ' century. Anl.. yet 
his condition for the last two years v;as such t:1at it must 
h ve been a burden for him to l i ve . Is it no t a blessing that 

higher po' er has control of our affairs? I suppose .fOU know 
that .. aggie Richards Hubbard was cremated. ·~s . \ ieand attended 
the services at the f·mil vault in Laurel Hill Cemetery, and 
saw the urn con t::lining her ashes cRrri ed in to the vault. I e ee 
by the papers th3t she l.=ft an estate of $20 , 000; muc.1 less 
than I thought a· e was worth4 I called at Peltz ' house last 
eve 1ing to see iss Elj.zabeth . A weelc ago , on c-unday , she 
h d a ! all , by tripping on, cell~r door in front of t..'l1.e new 
store n t tueen lane and Ridge avenue . She v;ren t to the church , 
but after a brief rest there 'rs . 'ieand took her home . She 
has suffered a great eal from contusion of her chest snd left 
arm. She was much better 1· et evening , but still unable to 
use her arn . She told me that her nephew , Dr . Philip Pel~z , 
could not understllnd why the arra h::id not broken , · s it .l.S 

greatly discolored fro~ the elbow to the shoulder . 
Dr . Seasholee h'd a full house last Thursday 

evening , whe.., he delivered his lecture , on "Vlho Discovered 
!he lrort~ Pol e? " .I vma n<;>t there but I was told it was very 
~nterest~ne and ~nstruct~ve . The n~oceeds \ill be used in 
repairing t e chu ·c1 organ . There-is to be a dinner given 
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· on day eve ing Februar. 23rd , by men , who are to do the 
servine;; the wo1~en having nothing to do but eat. Eow would 
you like to co e and hel:p in the serving and dish washing? 
About as well 3S I would like to a.o either, [ presume. I 
don't think either of us have h d -uch experience in either 
line, and I feel too old to begi., . 

The Forecast man we. t up to Jol:inson' s to get 
data for a sketch, but the girls did not want to give it , eo 
be appealed to me , and I v.Tote hi:'l t.lle sketch p'.lblished in 
l as t week's issue . I am feeling like myself again, and am 
accustomed to using ti1e trues . Hoping t.1is Hill find yo in 
go od health . 

Sincenely yours , 
R . R . SHRO:L. . 

~ebruary 13th 1914 . 
Dear James , 

I know you are not so superstitious as to object 
to receivi!:lg a letter wri tte on Friday the 13th , so I shall 
il ou .. a few leisure moments in a paper talk with you. 

Old Phil~delphin is in the grip of a cold wave , 
which has frozen her well up and makes sitting close to 
fires very agreeable . I guess I am thin blooded for I no 
sooner get out in this almost zero weather before I begin to 
shiver. At the Falls there are quite a nu~ber of pe ple laid 
up ·with the grippe; 1mong the is Dr . Seasholes , who has been 
confined to the -.ouse s i'1ce onday . On Sunday ~or~iino 21e 
looked b d , and told me he was filled -O the neck ·.'lith quinine . 
In t he afternoon he officiated at u funeral ov~r on Si: th 
street, and i n the eve:-ti~g baptized three converts. He was 
oomewh(lt better o·1 .ed.Yle')..iay, but as not a 1 to a t aand the 
prayer meeting. 

Things nre moving alone; nicely at the church, 
everyone seemi ug i:1teres t ed in the George Washingt o- dinner 
to be given •·onday eveni~e , Pebruary 23rd , .1hen the men are 
to do the serving. I wi 11 not be included i 'l the aervers . The 
only ti1n.e I served at a pub ic dinner was at the jollification 
dinner over President Lincoln ' s re-election in 1864 , which 
• r . Cheoshire was the originator , in the old J, incoln and John­
son Club , Sh"'ntz' Hall . I was on the co1nmi ttee and in nerving 
foffee in a lar_!e pitc:tler I anaged to pour it over ur . 
Clouse 1 a leg, causin_ 1 i . to yell . I never learne"" whether his 
leg was scalded or not . 

Joseph · iles, aged 77, one of the oldest roel!lbers 
of ·anayu!lk Ba'l)tist C urch, ·hom· have known and ad.'Ili::-ed 
for rna y years uil1 be buried tooorro' afternoon . He was a 
me bers of your( :·~~eade) Post no . 1, G. A. R. , which I su pose 
will be repr~se!:lted at the funeral. l1iles 1 caat h i s first 
vote i 'l 1856 , for 1<'re:nont and ~yton , who had bee no~nated 
i uoi cal -~und F.all, at t.l-:Le fir t •. epublican Convention . _ e 
continued vot'ing Republican the rest of his life . v-asn' t that 
a fine p icture of our friend Joseph Johnson in l as t ·r.eek's 
Forecast? It is \:ortL preservine. 

I have received notice that dinner is ready and as 
I have to go into the city ~.is afternoon, I will close by 
hppil'lg you are i"" goo- health, s this leaves 1 ..... e, 

Sin~erely yo rs, 

' · R. S ~RO "X . 
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FebruRry 16th 1914 . 

Dear James, 

I had your interesting letter this ~or~ing at 
my br~akfast table, a little after 9 o'clock. Ly work k~eps 

e up late at night , so I make up for it in the n:o:-nings . I n 
this ,.. es:pect the -.:;ark suits me , for I never was much of "'n 
early riser . Your getting ready to get tucked under the covers 
at 2 A.J . beats ~e to a frazzle, as Roosevelt ·. ould say. 

Illne'1s did not ke -::e from attendi!1P, Jo:b.nson ' s 
f~meral. Tues ay i s Ledger pay d~y, and aside frou wanti~g the 
cash , I have to report to the City ~liter that afternoon . 
~1e day is un~ortunate so far as fu eruls go , for I do not know 
how man of my friends have bee1 buried on that day, without 
my bei11g able to attend . I think <"'i:nger was thinking of the 
spell 1 hnd about Christm:-os , when : bee::\ e acquainted wi t h 
t e mea i ng of bei,1G ruptured . At the tillle of Johnson 's funeral 
I v:as i n pretty ~?:ood shape . 

Your .~ention of having met Engelhart ~rel1m , makes 
me regret all the more .;W not neing at the funeral. I have 
not seem him si nee early in 1862. lleYJ we ·vent to th 2 ~<'ores t 
School , he and I were very chu.ro.my. e sat together an' 21elped 
eac other do 11 stt.>ns" . He always seemed .nore like a girl than 
a boy , and I used to defend him in fie-"lts other boye would 

i ck with him . I re:nember \then he nd Richard, my bra ther 
Owen , and I vere in your Sunday School Class . Richard married 
liz beth, o f Lizet~e Stehle. She , with her brother He:rry , 

and oister Emn1a, live over on Frankford avenue and has an 
interest i'1 a large iye works . She h s a son , illiam, living 
in Tiora . I do not k ow \7ba t Engel:1art is doing but believe 
he live" i"'l .•orristo,m. It has been ten years since I l ast saw 

aggie Richards Hubbard. I the met her at \~oulter street and 
'.,ayne ave ue , Germantown , while w·,iting for a~ idvale avenue 
trolley car on .ny way to the ~a:la . I al~aya liked her and 
regarded her as bei ng more senaible than her brother Horace 
(Richnrds) . 'e -~1-:u~ys i prpsoed me as a bad boy wamting a 
good whipping. he , however , , knows how to teke cure ot his 
money , r.1Uch better tha1 the Abbot boys id. Your said i Y.l your 
lett<>r that you were afr~id o-~" becor:'ling • "Jere . Please banish 
the thought , ::!nd '!:r tte whenever you feel inclined, f'or I enjoy 
your letter very .uch. I will take ~11 back I sai d , ~aout 

odern winters . You 'dll see in the "Laughing Gas" colu.rn."l of 
t"1e C ronicle I mail~d you t:.is m<m'ning , wh:v t~1.~ winters have 
ch nged. 

r:r . 0 easho lea "'as able to occupy t e :pulpit 
yeoter~ay , but~ - ~eelinu weak fro lisattack of the grippe . 
is son , Ch::~rles :. . , t::raduated from t e Central --igh sc:1ool 

-...:ith ho ors, 1 st ri1ay, · nd t e Doctor went with t..~e rest 
f the 4'arnily to att2:1d the exe1·cises . Last eveni"!g 1:'3 preached 

a specinl ser on to t e oung ens 1 As soc ia tion , · n organi z· tion 
of young men hie:_ purch~sed Charles Boothroyd' a p:-ope::oty on 
'\,ueen lane , and bui 1 t n club house buck of t.1e dwelling. 

"'onight t .e aptist oung eoples ' Un1on neets 
in our church . :-1ev . Dr . Frank !Job ins 'Hi 11 make the addr ~ss . 
:'omorrow the orthwes t ptist Soc.iul \Jnion meets in the 
Temple Church , rrioga. In both theGc , Dr . Seasholes takes a 
w nn interest . 

"re . \li eand was over to ch rch yesterday morning 
despite the dangeroun walking . Her sist·~c , is3 Elizabeth Peltz, 
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has not yet recovered ~ ·o.!l the fall she h· d sever·l sundnys 
ago at th nalls , ':lhi le on her 'ay to c urch. 

l:le r J es , 

loping this will find .IOU in good h alth , I am , 
Since ·ely yours, 

. . . 

I will say no more about lute breakfast·, leaving 
the laurels for you. It must be plear1ing , in a lonely thing , 
to ::rave breakfast serv9d in one ' s own cosy room. I have what 
I think is un unliique 'yreakf· st every raorning. A good siz.ed 
dish of gr~tpen1-::1, with cream, well oal ted; a saucer of stewed 
evapor ted pe ches, ~nd a piece of toasted bread, uell buttered. 
Wi1th this I have a cup of warm milk . On Sunduys I have instead 
ot' t1e read, a plate of buckwheat c·1kea . I um are lar 
vegetarian, having eaten no meat sin~-:e ~1 e spell I had last 
~way , · nd am feeling aJ 1 the better for it . I confes~=; , ~l0'11ever, 

that I mi~s country saugnge an sera ple these wi~ter ~ornL~gs . 
I have also becoae accustomed to doing w:itthout sugar . 

I believe you are right about Benjxnin ·-ilea, 
father of Josenh --ilea, being a deacon in the ~.anayunk Church , 
witn John .o lfi~gton , Sr . , At the time of your Uncle Henry 
Rankin's deat:, there wa!: no church in anayunk . The church 
there w~s not C0'1Gtituted until 1851 . Was im not he the hus­
band of Am1t Sarah Ra--kin, whom I used to meet at your mother~s 
home? I attended her funeral i n Reading, and at your request 
\lent dm one of the carriages to the cemetery . T 1e day was 
very hot, <.md havi !lg an umbrella I sat on the box with the 
c:.ri ver , hoJ ding the unbrella over us both . Upon returning 
from the cemetery 9-nd wl:.i le descending a steep e;rade t:1e 
har ness broke and the horses star t ed to run away. I told the 
driver to pull the 1 into an emoanlonent at the side of the 
road, which he did, and cam e near overturning the hnck. Having 
some strong cord J."' my pocket, I tied the broken harness 
together , ~.md we then proceeded back to the house without 
furt 1er trouble . I don't i(!lO\i as I have ever told you about 
your Uncle Henry Swartz , and Jo eeph Shc.ntz, vi si ti ~5l'!!Y f a ther 
at the time of his l•an last illness in 1883. They called 
one morning and reo ther asked then if they would like to go 
up stairs to see fa~~er . Shantz was sufferine from a weak 
heart and said he \'1as afraid to climb the stairs . :·other 
took .'! ur Ui'lc:i. up --(. .. cl · J" :.r. r. Jd f'riend had called 
to see him. Your uncle spoke a""'i f ther sai , "I know t!".ta t 
voice? Are you not Henry Swartz? It has been ·"orty; years since 
I last Sa\· you. You v:ere then v:orking VJmth Henry Rankin on the 
canal" Father, you ren:ember, ,. e blind at the time . Ycur 
uncle reg·rded it 3S a rer.1arkable stretch of merr..ory . A salil. 
coincidence of the meeting occurred soon after . Your uncle , 
Shantz :-rd father all passed nrmy within a fe\·; weeks of that 
meeti:-1c; . I believe your uncle Henry h d cor.::e> to the Falls to 
a tten .rour mother's funeral . 

You stated in the letter I had at breakfast tl1is 
morning , t.hat you t: .... ought our mail l1ere wo.r fat .. lty . It is 
niruply rotten. I ami led an i m_por te:m t 1 e ter , whiCie at I~ana­
yunk, befor t o o'clock on • on ay afternoon , putti ng a 
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special delivery stamp upon it. Tne l_tter was addr essed to 
the Public Ledger . At fi v ::. in the afternoon , the JJedger tele­
phoned me about the letter. I found upon ~ inquiry at the 
Central Posto:Vfice , th!:lt it did not leave. anayunk till 5 . 30 
and it was nearly 6 . 30 before it re· ched the editor , The 
bl me of the delay was placed on t e lat ~ness , th<' t aftcrno on , 
of the Pottsville e;x:p!'ess i n :re3chiq~ I"'anayunk . I hav~ t .e 
same trouble in the :·icetown post office , from Vlhere Tioga 
letters a rc dispatched , :'nd often take t e letters to 23!'oa.d 
and Cambri~ streets , to the nwrth Phil delphia post o:f~ice , 
'hie if: connecte · with a comprecsed air tu·oe through v;hil.ch 
t1 e mail is shot to the Centr· 1 Office . 

I pres~~e you a re havine the same trouble in 
Xel? i'O.z'k t..lz .. <tt we a.re bothe.rea '· i t11 -~e.re,- l;y the st:r.eet.s beings 
filled with snow. Yester 1ey 'IJ,as somewhat ar, .,r und the rain 
out tl e streets in wo!'se condition than ever . I hnd to eo 
to tl e installing of a }!resbyteri; 1 inie tt!r 1 at nie;l:t to 
25th str eet and Indiana avenue , only seven squares fro my 
h01ne . I rode to 22nd a:1.d Cambrin street , and then walked three 
a aut res \'eo t and one north , c•:nd it r s olow and tire some 
goine; . 

I don ' t siropose .YOU will be able to aet o- to the 
Geor e shington dinner , to be given on .onday evening , in 
the churfh , by t .e men of the congregation. I am not certain 
whether I shall go , or not . T1e little church was crowded on 
Sunday evening , w~en ~r~ Seasholes pre ched a special s_TI on 
on Abraham Lincoln , to the Young vens ' Association . '.!':11s 
Sundej' evening he \:ill hold a patriotic serv:ice and speak on 
ccrtnin quali tie..> of Geor .;e ·shin tor . A young wonon v:as 
before the . eeting on Wedne"'day evenine. She will be oaptized 
on t e eve ing of !.:!'!rch 1st , \"hen others ... r e expected to join 
her . Dr . Se s oles , ~s prettJ ell recovered from the grippe 
on ''edne day: nigl.t . r"? sho• s v ntron, interest in everyt!.iing 
that is beine dore i~ t:1e church. 

Hoping this will find you i:n good heal tl1 , ~s it 
leaves me , ~nd that your causes for \.orrying may all poss 
away , I am , 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R. s1mo:wc. 

P . r . I thank you f.-.-r the comp iment of comparing my letters to 
those of Dr . Sti t~ham, , who VI;;o an expert in everytl:.ing he did• 

R. R. ro. 

February 2'7th 1914 . 

Dear James, 

Having a f~ !ninutes before dinner will be ready , 
I tl::ought I "··auld inciulge i a lJ. ttle t lk on paper ,.,.i tn you. 
~he bright sun makes one feel good , after the severe r.eathet 
tre o tl roue;ht us this year . On "'un ·~y I"'arch 1st, the 
Ludies 1 AV.xil:i ary of Hary Corunandery K. T. will hold its 
annual oervice at the :·~lsonic Home , :'he announc ement iJrought a 
pang to me , as I thought how , for sixteen successive pzu 
first Sund;1ys i n Harch, Dr . Stildiham so able preached for the 
orr;nnization . I do not know who t ey will have this year to 
t· ke his p l< ce , but I feel eonfident tr e.r wi 11 find no one who 
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wilJ cxcell hiFl , o1· equal him. I he:n.'id him on mu~1y of the 
occasions and W-1ile Pome of his taJked beir~ ~~~-asonic " was 
a P.lyatery to me , a·e~d otners not of' the craf't , they \':ere 
masterful disoourses . 

I h d a tele:pi1one call fro. ?!rs . Seasholes 
yester ay telline me of the death that morning of llies Maria 
Schofield , sieter of ::ary and Alice . You will rei!lember ::aria; 
she was a hunchback , who for rnany years attendai services i n 
ou1· clurch \7ith her sisters . She was 78 years of age and died 
of pneumonia . 

I did not get over to rhe Geore;e \:ashing ton Birth­
day eupp€r , on r·ol"! .ay night , but it wa s a magnificent success . 
The -:burch was crowded ard ev-er-Jthing Y/ent off splendidly. 
Dr . Se " 1 es <.'i d the r-ncustorn help"~ the supp -=r ns it .Kept 
peo, le fro guing away "ro.1 the Fallr . James T. Whartenby , 
gr; na··or of illi am \J}jl.artenoy , ·wl o uccee ed Lev:is !"etti nger 
as sexton o~ the ahurch , and a young wom~n will be bapti zed 
Sun~··'.f nir;:bt , end otJ::.ero are expect ·d to follow soon . Dn this 
week ' s Forearast is an article on Old .GD.ks , John 'r>ucker ' s 
I anrion , Vihicn I v.rr ote for the Record . It helped fill up the 
li ttJ e loc paper . :·3 r y Jane Shaffer told me on Wednesday 
evening tl1at her Aunt Lizzie ic recovering nicely fro' her 
seriouc illness , at her horne in~ orriRtown. I shall be glad 
when the blue birds come as harbingers of spring , for I have 
had a 11 I want of tlli s old f ehi oned \\inter . 

Hopin; -chis will ""'ind you in good health , as it 
leaves me , I am , 

Si ncerely yours , 

R. P.. SERO'IK. 

H~rbh 1st 1914 . 

Dear Jam.e s , 
Your letter of February 27 th reached me yesterday 

afternoon , instead of' being delayed til] t omorrow morning . I 
cannot account f'o r its get t am& here so soon , and hope it may 
rpove t : oeginninrr of better mail delivery . You must not allow 
your con ter pla t i ons of the days thu t are gone to make you/ 
despon "ent . I, too , get in the srune utood and I guess all 
others o , wl o have ~·een so ronny years . "Hitherto ha_j the 
Lord helped T:l<a 11 , s· o'· ::> that one of the sacred v.rri ters had his 
retrospective .o .. :Yien ts . Yes , there are r any fuings in those 

ood old days , whic:- e cnnnot "'orget!, and I believe it is 
good 'for us that \:e are mmble to forget them. 

Your probaoly received my letter about the time 
I received yours . k!Other case of our letters crossing e ~h 
other . T:he old man you re: d of in t..'tle Clronicle and the Pore­
cast is the same . Timothy!'c:!cnigle, a11 Eveninc; Telegraph 
reporter , who lives at the Falls , wro e the account for the 
~orec st , but got somewh·Jt l'!lixe d up in his s t atement . I met 

him in annyunk and he asked if I knew anything that would 
make an interesting article for t e Forecast , f'or wlich he 
ace ··sionally v:rote . I told hin• of the s tr.:mger ' s visit . He 
thert asked 1r.e about the Smith rePiLence , and I told hiitl about 
.orace Snitl1 shooting~ Gabriel . the weather-vane of the 
( 13aptist) church steeple . I su.ppone he thought by takinb the 
t.nnn up Q.u el'l lane , V!OUle: make the story he more inter esting. 

Un ti 1 you wrote your 1 e tter I ne·1er kne\, tna t John 
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Tucker had only lived one su:raner i n Old Oaks. It has been 
quite a vhile r: ince I have been near the grand old buildint~ , 
but at my last visit , the masonry see~~d to show no siv1 of 
ei ving way , though it was one , · s you sai · , in freez:ing 
we ather . While the ce!:leter company O\med re property t..~e 
fine large rarlor was turned i nto a chapel for ~UD€ral 
services. Later, ti \',"'' S used as~\ meeting house for a CongEe ­
gational Church , and s+..i.Jl later, for a Polioh Catholic 
Church , bu~ h:..s 'lOt been occupi ed , I oelieve, for several 
years . V'ith industrial plants built on t e :9rop rty it has 
1 ost • oat o.r its old time charms. Eo race I.ichar ds sulendid 
~orne (adjoining J·rs . Do,son 1 s hou!"'e) has been ruir..ed oy the 
builuing of tnr Queen Lane Reser oir, and ftltration p l ant , 
eo close to it, and y the cutting through the grounds of 
l~cl•ichael street nd Roberts avenue . He has been for years 
trying to sell t he property , but appeers to have been unable 
to find a buyer . 

Depsite the stormy weather , there was a good 
aol;:tendance at the conmunior zervi ce this ... orning. Two young 
1nen and. a yol.i...ng wo~1an were :cecth ved into the c!lurch and others 
wiJ 1 'be baptize(:. next Sunday evening . 

··rs . Sti <.U1am usually coneG over on CO!:rrnunion sun­
day , but I suppose the weather kept her incioors today . Hoping 
this will find you i n good health, as it l eaves me , I am, 

Si ncerely yours , 

R. R . SBRO :X. 

~arch 12th 1914 . 

:near James , 
I have been v ondering a a to what has beco._le of 

you, not havi:n heard from you EJin~e before t}'_e blizzard 
of ~~arch 1st and 2nd, which 'f.Co nem paper accoun:.s was 
.ut::h worse in New York t.an in this city , where it w s bad 
enoug • 

I went to the Re,..ord of f ice on sunday evening , 
l~~"a rc~h 1st , and while walking down .'i"' th street fron ~rch, had 
a strenuou~1 time !:laking h~adway carryin nn umbr~lla with 
the cover close to my heaJ. At Filbert street a terrible roar 
vms foll owed by a loud crf'qh, the tinf roof of a high bui3.ding 
fell i n the street opposite to w• here I was walking. I , fortu­
nately got back hor:1e wit."lout injury and just as the worst of 
the bliz.:-;.ard began . To .ay is the 26tl;l anniversary o the 
1888 blizzard. I was ·~o go down to James Dobson• s office to 
get a letter of i~'ltro duction to t.~e city editor o: the Ledger 
tha: day , but was una'ble to get dorm till three days later , 
\lhen I began my reportorial career for a daily paper. On the 
morning of the 12~~ 1 left my home , 1804 Tioga street , to 
go to the J:anayu...ni~ Chronicle of'.f'ice, for a little needed cash , 
and to turn in my Palls letter . I left home at 7 o l clock 
re ched the Falls , by tl:e Reo.din· Railraad , at 11; Vlent ' to 
rno ther • s ; then bac~ to the railroad station where I waited 
until 4 o 1 clock for an uptrain ; re Ohed :~angyunk ... oefore 5; 
BU'Itl r r. Yilligan in his office; \Vent back to -l;he railroad 
etationl wr1ere I boarded a train at 7, reached tl!e old 16th 
street fltation in good time , but i.'l.idn , t get o.way fron. there 
till nearly 9 ; then t.Lte train stopped a lone while on t :ae way , 
so that it '"as 9 . 30 bef'ore I reached home . I was more than 
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fourteen hours making the trip . 'I'hat !·ondcymorning wher. I 
walked do1·1 ~ueen lane I had to zigzag around. the r.igh 
show drifts ; at Earr-:.on Johnson' o and your old ho!..:.e 1 the drifts 
reached u~ ~o~r the second floor windows , I n wa11·i"'':' up Ridge 
avenue I h3d to go by faith, as t· e sno\ blown by t11e fierce 
wind was blinding. It was the fire t time I had a re liza tion 
of the terrors of a blizzard. I went to ranayunk this year on 
:l!"arcll 2nd, without any of the diffi culty I had encountered in 
' 88 . I hope you have nit suffered any ill effect from Lhis 
year ' s great s~£>11m. 

I received. <.Ill eight- page phanplet "Cat.holic 
Abstainer" , this _ .orning. It. is published onthly by the 
Catholic \'Jstin..:nce Society, at 1328 Chl~atnut street . On the 
first r•age i:n a reprint, without crecli t, of an article I v:rote 
several ~onths ago for the Baptist Commonv:ealth, op Bartender ' s 
Driru~s , \'hich I su·')pose you oa\, at the tirne . 

We are having real win try weather here to day , whi <h 
is bright and cold. How I long for the bluebirds and otl:.ter 
welcome harbingers of spring. The ol' er I get the less I 
like co l d weather. The only thing I envy Horace E . Richards 
is hie ability to get away every year fro .. u~e frost line 
to t~ Sunny South. 

On Sund:.y ·rarch 1st , the Ladi(;!s' Auxil i ary of 
J'ary Cor.unandery no . 5 6 K . T. hP.l t.Leir annual service at tl1e 
!·a sonic Horee . Dr . Qti dham preached for 16 years at this 
se1·vi ce . T:"li s year his pl ce wao tal!en by the Rev. John G. 

\
7 ilt;on , D. D. pastor of the Union ... . E . Church, one of tne 

ablest prea.chers o: the ;.:eti odist Church . H; <.nd t1:e Rev . 
\iiJliam !! . Sivel , cf t e Church of the :Bret.l:lern , and super­
intf.t'Xient of the hm1e , each paid a 'am. pribute to Dr . Stidham, 
for his lor .. g and effici ~nt services to the Auxiliary. I did 
not at tend the serYice , :1ence I am unale to quote v::ta t either 
of' them aai d , al thouc:r I eu~Zgested to Hr . fi vel that such a 
tribute would be appropriate . 

':'hey expect to clear about $70 from the George 
\'!ashington dirm'=r , held Fe"oruflr' 23rd , i n t.he church , on a 
stormy night . The rece tly organized literary assoc'lhlltior. will 
give em entertainment on the ni@lt of St . patrjcl\: 1 s Day , \'rhen 
there will li.ke1y oe another ston'i!l 11i ht (Pessii iRtic , any 
we) 

Dr . Seasholes baptized three converts last Sun-
ay everin.; , Pnd two others, young men , will be baptized on 

cunday evening; a very encouraging growth and others are to 
follow . Ati dinner is announced I will stop. Hoppng this 
finds you safe and sound and in good health, I am 

Si ncerely yours , 

R. R. SHRO K. 

uarch 20th 1914. 
Dear James, 

I have purposely delayed replying to your lette2 
of the 16th so that I might include in it, rr.; gr eeti Ylgs and 
congratulations on your 74th birthday anniversary , the 56th 
annover~ary of your baptism , and t e 62nd anniversary of the 
f irst service held in t he lecture room of our church. Th~•• 
~mportant events in you:r.< life , and I sincerely hope you may 
Jive to see many r eturns of the dny . You will receive,d with 
this letter cHi the ma ils ·work rjght , a letter of congratu­
lation from Harry B. Bin.kin , churcl C"lerk, who was authorized 
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on Wednesday evening by an unanimous vote of the church , to 
convey to you its greeting and congratulation. I nope you 
will pardon the liberty I took in calling ~4e attention to 
the church of your double anniversary . The spirit in wbich 
the au ges tion vras adopted ma e rne feel glad that I offered 
it . You have a strong hold upon the lo-re of tJ e church and 
the opportunity for an expression thereof was joyfully em­
braced . I was glad to learn in your letter that you can see 
lie;ht ahead in your financial troubles , and hope <the light 
vi 11 lead to the darming of a bright and happy day. 

Tnat man Hipple, by his suicide , caused my next 
door neigl1bor, Tho:Ls C. Fluke , who d.onducted a fancy grocery 
at 1324 Chestnut street , great worrir.1ent . He had $16 , 000 on 
deposit in the Real Estc. te Trust Uorr.pany , .JUt succeeded in 
wi thdarwing luost of i t , before the cr~v CArne . His worrying , 
I think , helped to en0 his days , for he died the ~ollowin~ 
winter . I do not know , neigher do I uesire to learn , who 
your would- be debtors at the ]'alls are , out I know one who 
wishes he had some means of liquidating hie ~ong standing 
obligr tion . Your ::J.!";surning the moral obligations was a 
noble act for which a reward ought to be realized before you 
wear t e golden crown in t!1e world \'1here among other b l essings 
there \1 ill be neither borrowj ng or lendinl;. I have a long 
list of Crlses i n which my being easy hos cost me both 1aoney 
and worriment . Persons seem to known who to strike . I have 
long ago le·~rned that I cannot afford to carry any I'lo:::-e 
money than wil.at will meet expenses , because I will na.t lie , 
and cannot refuse helping peo le with heart sto!'ies . I could 
write a long article on how I have been "touched" by poor 
creatures claming to be hungry . I have often taken ~en to 
eating houses , intending to buy- them a meal , but n.s I stepped 
in the door , they nurried away . I have always found pleasure 
in giving a hungry man a dinner, but it is impossible to 
know whether hunger or thirst has tl e greatest claim op the 
beggar . 

Dr . Seasholes will baptize six more candidates 
on Sund~y eve:ring. It is beginning to feel like the good oiid 
time again in tne church . Hopin~ you are well , that you may 
soo~ be relieved of your car~s , Gnd that you ma~ have a joyous 
birthday , I am 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R . SHRO"IK. 

!•arch 26t.."l 1914 . 
Dear James , 

I was ve:::y so-:ry on \,ednecday in receiving your 
letter to learn of the trouble com ng back in your chest . I 
r.ad hoped it had left you for good , and hope it may quickly 
be con trolled by your physician. I do not like the "dope" 
remedy , beacuse of its danger , eo please be very car eful how 
you use it , end be careful of lighted cigars . You miE;ht have 
a seri ou~ burn . Have you ever t:ti ed deep brea t:ting? :s.y old 
fi'iel"d, James ?:illigan , of the C ronicle,t~us e d to think it 
v:as one of the best and most profitable exercises a person 
could take , and to it attributed his cure from stammering . 
J have found it very beneficial . I never knew so much about 
the I~r . Ja.mes , who formerly lived in t! e house J . vaughan 
Merriok ~ave as a 1~emoriul Hospi tnl ~nd House o-~" • -·~rcy for 
St . Timothy ' s Church, <-'nd which I abbreviated to st~ Timothy's 
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Hospi t.-•1 (1932 : ··emorial Hospital , Roxoorcugh) I knew an 
Israel James , who lived in Ro:xbo rough , who conducted a flour 
mill in p·anayunk. He was a :tr.etLoclist ""nd I think ,,as one of 
the trustees of the Falls 'ethodist Church. He and rcy father 
were warm friends. I used to like to watch him taking pinches 
of' snuff , when I was a ~!mall boy . I was \'ti th Ha than L . Jones, 
Jr . , today, at the annual meeting of the overseers of the 
Poor of Roxboro ugh 'l'o'li·nship . He \7as the retiring secretary, 
having been voted out of office at tne last election. The 
poor house is a full mile back from Ridge avenue on Sh:..wmont 
avenue . I started to walk , but was picked up by the man who 
furnished the ice cream for the annual dinner. I ate very 
s:pari:-gly of the linner . On leaving the home I was driv n in 
an automobile down to \'Tisseltickon entrance to Fain.ount Park . 
On the back part of Shhwmont avenue, the snow is several 
feet deep , along tne ro· d . On 1'Ues< ".f night I went up to 
the :First B&ptist C .. 1urch, Germantown , to have a talk on 11A 
Reporter' a Side of a .~ewspaper and So1r1e of His Experiences", 
for the 1[ens 1 Club of the church. I hc-:d a very pleasant visit , 
and think my talk was appreciated? I wa£ greatly pleased with 
the club which is composed of quite a nunber of gray haired 
men . I was invited to return in June for another ta~. 

I begin to think fror.1 your letters tl1a t ;-ou are 
better posted on the past affairs·of the Fall a and vicinity 
than I am. I enjoy your references . I \':a"' talking with James 
Do')son yesterday, while returning from do\m town in a trolle;J: 
c£. r . He sa ui :1e reads my ancient article in the Chronicle 
a1• • ti .. inks I must be living in the past . I sU1Jpose you saw 
in tne Forecast ti1e account where the Doosons are going to 
erect a ~250 , 000 mill nt ti1e Falls . ~ . Dobson said yesterday 
that it was merely in contemplation and would likely be 
carried out . It will be the concentrating of their nwjeEous 
plants into one as an ac~ of economoy, and convenience . It 
wi ll , however , I think bEiag an increaoe of other l::usineos 
to the Falls by inc1·easing the population. The firm now 
has plants in ~~anayunk, Gen-:1antovm , and Kensington . 

I a glad to learn that Dr . SeashoG.es sent you 
a le~ter on your birthday. Harr y Binkin read your reply at 
the close of the scrvi ces on Sunday morning and it was (s'T ea tly 
appret"!ia ted . A young wor·1an, n med ~ ary Singer , a grand niece 
of Edv:in , Vi ~s before the chu1rc ... last evening , -nd wi 11 be 
baptized Sunday evenit).g. The ueekday meeting is growing s~ro!'lg~r 
and a marked increvsed is seen in the Sunday congregations. 
I lP.ave never known a pas tor who i .... more popular in the com­
munity than Dr . Seasholes, unless it wa~ Dr . Stidham. Every 
one has a good word to say of him, and of his earnestness . 
I hope your next letter may contain good news concernint:. 
your chest trouble . Take the bes:, care of yourself . :a:o ing 
the ne, .. s may be good, I am, 

Sincerely yours , 

H . R . Sh.ronk . 

Dear James , 
April 7th 1914. 

This will more of a note of inquiry than a 
letter . Have felt a great deal of concern about yo~ since 
receiving your last letter, in 'r.hich you told me of the 
:pain in your chest having returned, and of the doctor ' s 
dope making you drowsy , so much thut you fell aslee w:ule 

----~------------------------------------------~-----------------------------
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smoking a ci ar, which ·ourned a hole in your trousers . d[rj: 
not l'Javing a line from you since , I am forced to fear that 
we too often look upon the worse side of things when our 
deepest interests are awakened? Kindly let me know just 
how you are feeling , so as to relieve the suspense . No~hing 
coul give me grea~er satisfaction than to learn that my 
fears are unfounded , and ~bat you are all right . 

Dr . Seasholes gave the right hand of fell~wshmp 
to twelve nev! members on Sunday .mornine . At the communion 
nearly all of the centre p~1a were occupied , and most of them 
filled . Others will be baptized on sunday evening , a~ong them 
is a niece of :Dr . Jacob Garrett \'/alker , c> J.rs . Dodge , and her 
son . Hoping for a line of good news, I an , 

fJincerely yours , 

R. R. SIIR01 K . 

Apr:i J 8th 1914 . 

Dear James , 

It would be no ~~sy t ask for me to describe the 
pleasure I received from yotm letter , ·md hope the pain 
may never return to your c~est , and t. at t e weakness may 
disappear . I had no t noticed the sale of the Devon Inn. I 
do not read very ~uch on account of my bladder trouble having 
affected my eyes . I am glad the pr operty has been di Sl_)OSed 
of , as it will,relieve you and ~ur Coumin Ellen , much of 
the worriment you have experienced. I have never seen the 
place since long before your Cousin I ary took possession 
of it, and displayed her great executive ability in managing 
the large resort . It has been so lon , since I last saw your 
Cousin Ellen , that I do 11o t t~.ink I would kno·wn her should 
I meet her . ~1is old world moves alor.e , bringine ~onstant 
changes , ::.nd v;h· t is worse fr01. a physical sense, keeps 
making u.s mortals grow older . I am \,riting this at 5 . 10 P •• H 
rmd t}• e room becmJ.e so dark, owing to a shov1er , that I had 
to light the gas . The shower brought the first thunder and 
lightnine; of the season . In a former letter you mentioned 
Abraham l~artin , the old Sunday School a(•Vocate, and of hie 
cominp; to our Sunday School (From Roxborough: For whoL 
Murtin street is nameJ) One of the earliest ple'.)sur-=s I can 
remember was his givir g magic lantern exhibitiors . He ~lwaye 
sho' ed a picture of a little curly- headed boy knef"ling upon 
a pillow , as "Little Sa ;.~Uel" , and would hold the picture on 
the screen while the audience sang , 11\Vhen Little Samuel 
oke and !:eard His -~as~er's Voice" . I never saw t h e picture 

but what I thou j: t o:' Little Samuel Abbot . Dr. Jacob Garret t 
~.alker ha d. a little poc:i.<et ible , wr.ich I r . "artin gave him 
i n t e old Union Sunday Scho ol , in the Old Academy. One day 
when a boy , ~ with your Harry, -:-nd Charles Leah , I went 
gunning along School Lane . On Hr . Martin ' s l awn (when he 
then resided on tnat thorofare) the trees \7ere ' well cover d 
with robins. I climb d t he fence <'lnd was juat about to shoot 
when J_r . Martin, the dear old man, raised a window, and called 
"Come here young man , I have sornct.tine impor:t,ani .to .tell 
you" . I walked to the open \•:in dow , where he read to me an 
article out of the Ledger about shooting insect- eating 
b i rds , s.nd tne fine- that would ·be imposed . I listened 
IW ti ently till he had condlude d t. e read. ine: anc1 the long 
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lecture which foll owed . He ended the talk in aski nrr me if 
I knew who he was , and seerr.e.d gl ad when I told him he was 
Father l'ar tin, t:~e gr eat Sunday School advocate . We shot no 
birds that daJ. : used to be fond of stooting b i rds Q~til 
after I .:read the handsome book , "Birds", you gave me one 
Ch ristmas . ~lhen I next ent gunning and \,hile taking sight 
to fire on three fine flickers , I thougrt of the book und 
vJhnt it said about a bird' o helplessness, v:ith the result 
that I lowered the gun and never sn.ot another bird. 

I received a letter fro: .... Adam Mettinger on 
':onday . IIe is visiting his son , John , in Sanford , Florida . 
He told me of the sum .. 'n~r-like v:ea ther , they a r e having t Whn t 
a mi ld and pleasant Hinter he had had , and of his picki ng 
strawberries. 

X ~hink, too , that othe church was very fortu­
nate in getting such a man as Dr . Seasholea to succeed Dr . 
Stic~m . It was an old- time sight on Sun'ay morning to see 
twelve persono standine ina row to receive the hand of 
fellowship . Others a r e to be baptized Sunday evening and I 
expect others \vill come before the dePcons this evenine,. 

I had a talk on the telephone on 1 onday night , 
with my sister Margaret , ·ho llhves in Germantown . She told 
me of the death last week , of our cousin , P~nda ~~itaker,a 
dnugh ter of Uncle 7illiHm Shrcnk. She li v d om- Sco t t' s lane, 
above the Rai l road. I kne"''l she was sick with dropsy , but was 
not :=rware of her daath till after her funeral . \!e Shronks 
do not put much s tress on relatives . \lfny , I do not know . 
Perhaps it is fro·-: t:.'le way we were brou tht up . Hopi ng this 
VIi 11 f i nd you much imp roved physically , I am , 

Sincerely yours, 

R. R. SHRONK. 

-----
April 13th 1914 . 

Dear James, 
I have been wonderi ng again as to how you are 

getti:n rr along with :vour chest and the dope , so I co~cluded 
to have a little paper chat with you this cold April after noon . 

~ . .'hen one i s glad to wall( on t ..... e cunny side of 
the street. Yesterday I wore a lieJ-;t overcoat and thouJ;ht 
I was done Y:ith a he;.•vy ore fo r the season , but was glad to 
get i t on again today . ! 13ent a letter to Jacob last night , 
yo ur niece , ,-el lie, having told me of his not being well . Dr . 
Se asho les preached a splendid Eas~er sermon yesterday morning 
on "A Scientiric Vi ew of the Resu:.1 rec tiorl", froi'l the text 
~ .. at the.~ jbdbt 20- 28, "And 'D1omas answered 'y Lord and . y Godu 

1 
and treotei'"' omasa--; ·.m investigator or scientist, and not 
as a doubter . In the evening he baptized seven !lore conver ts, 
t·,e went home and to bed , suffering frou another attc...ck of 
the E,"l' i ppe . He looked bad and uas scarcel.l' able to preach 
but herpicc lly \rent t!u1 ough t:ne day's services . I c::-lled him 
up on t.ne telephone this . orning. Lis daughter, arg~x:et 
answered a d told -e he was i bed , but feeling better and 
that he expects to go to ~cran ton "";om-or ow to hear Billy 
Sund y prea0h. I hope he ·,dll not venture out if he is not 
able . I wao very sorry to learn of ·t ... 1e sudden death of your 
cousin James _!J.. Penny-packer , \7h0!:1 I always l'e~arded as a very 
fine 111an . On my \Yay back from anayunk thia afternoon I met 
Charles L. Dykes , r:ho informed me that he had three funerals 
this after 10011 . _·he first wns that of Bright J?inyard , aged 
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?0 ~ears , but I thi~~ nore. He was the oldest •on of George 
and · ... ary Shaffer Pi:nyard , a:ad '7orked lllost :Pf his life at the 
La 'bora tory . He serv13d through the Civil ·~ar . '..'hile he was 
in the arr.1y ! used to go to his father's home frequently to 
write letters to hi.n. His father would say , "Just you go on 
and write . You knon better n:'lat I \:ant to say , than I could 
tell youtl . Dykes also told me that he has h"'d 56 funerals 
since ti1e beginning of the year . He seems to ~e getting a 
full eh~re and ought to be making ~noney. I had a letter 
t!1i s r:1ornin.:; from Joseph "13 . Gleason, a :forrnar poli ce,1an , 
and a .. em belt o-r Dr . Conwell's church , il'ho is now fariUin,. in 
South Dakota . He tells me th~t the spring ie very bahkward 
there and that he only e t· rted !'lowing 1 et weelc . The temper .. 
a ture there is, acco1·ding to his writing , about the same ns 
i ~ T)hil d-elp:h ·a . He had to Cii'i ve 20 miles to hand in the 
electio~ returns to the county officials, after a recent 
ele ction. 

I expect to call O"'l a lady fl1 iend to 1orrow, to 
cong:catulate her on her 106th birthday annivercary , -~e . 
Ann Elizabeth ·a gill, of 3059 ·or th l6ti1 street. Jhe is a 
member of 'the 50th ~a-pti3t Church, and is likel.f the oldest 
Ba:ptist in the v;orld . I call ~d on her a month ago , and found 
her i 1 vood health anc sound mind , but she said she feels 
herself gro·wing weaker and her sight is failing. 

Hoping this will find yo .l much iluproved in 
health , I a!!l 

Sincerely yours, 

R . R. SHROHK. 

April 19th 1914 . 

Dear James , 
I was glad to leGrn in the letter that cc.tlne to me 

yester ay morning of your having no pain in your chest , and 
hope it may never return a~ain. I had a let~er froa Jacob 
on Ti'riday, i which he told me of his ailment and usked me 
to say notliing about it to any of his friends. I feel very 
sorry for hit'1 , his loss of vision is not enough of an 
afflictioYl , and tile knoVlledge of the other ailment , will not 
ten to his ha p1nesa. He did not mention the ai~nent out 
said it was what oaueed ,.iill ' s def'lth. I a Tee with you re­
gardine the stupidity of the :physician , and of the kind of 
men doctors aEe made fro~. It seena to me as ~-ough we are 
losing the old time Doctors , uho were men that cor . .~.'llanded the 
~ apect an~ confiience of everyone. I have seen so many 
young physicians in the hopeitals , I visit , who seem to be 
fitted for anything bee ide the professio!1 they have chosen . 
! have also lost confidence i1 the hospitals , which in my 
esti~ation ought to be called corpse factories , for i n them 
hu.111an life does not see. to be appreciated. Think of Dr . 
J . K. Uhler , or Dr . L. 1~. qervice allowing a patient to 
have tuberculosis without their knowledge of itt I hope that 
i•1 Jacob ' s case th= r3vages may be stayed. In his letter he 
stat"'d t:~ut l!t:txx:s::i: it is sixty years t..'lis month since he came 
t?. the Valls. I was under the 1 pression you ca e J"!ere in 1853• 
n:Lle not sure of the ex ct date , I remenber very well when 

you ~qne to the Falls , and of the fa. ily comine to church . I 
ofte:-1 think of an incident that occurred in the Old Foreat 
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School . Your father cune there one ay and requested Jr • 
.. ackie not to r:ru.Ylish Harry or Jacob , Aaying trot if notified 
he would chastise t:~er-:1 at hoJ'le . A f ~w days lat~r Dr . Philip 
Peltz came to the sc:~ool and made a similar request concer -
i t)g his sons , Josie'-1. Dnd !allas . That night I told "[.lY father 
of their visits a~d requests. He said , "I suppose you v:ould 
like me to o see your teacher" . I told hi I would . And 
the he replied , 11\!ell , I will not, but you tell me ''hen · r . 
l~ackie v;hips you, ::md I ' ll whip you again" . Of course , I 
never told him of the many floggings I received , for I dtdn 1 t 
\ant them repeated . 

Dr . Seasholes went t o Scranton las TUe'3day 
with other ministers on the north American ' s special train , to 
hear Billy Sunday, the evangelist. He was suffering f~om grippe 
v:hen he left; ca.-::e ho:ne sick on '.'hursday , and s in bed till 
this morninG , whe·1 he got ready for church and preached a 
fine sermon, saying ~1e. was fee line fi 1e again . Dr. David 
Spencer has just got out of bed f.ron ~·ippe , bordering on 
pneumonia . He told me last night on the phone that he intended 
preaching t.lis nornin ·and vve1i"l ' , and that his wife is 
lai up wit}"~ a he<~vy cold. In the . nouncemen ts made in church 
thi e nornin.; , Wf'B one to the effect tila t th~ :rena ' Bible C).asa 
is to hold a "Parcel Poet" entertainnent on Friday nig.,."lt , ~nd 
want everybody .. o send a package valued at lea3t ten cents . 

I !!let you~ cousin James · • Pennypacker , a nu.11)er 
of times in your home on idge a e·1ue , and ·:;ook a strone lik­
ing to him . was he any kin to ex- Governor samuel · • Penny­
packer? ' i th oes t ·,d shes I a'Il , 

Sincerely yours, 
. n . SHROBK. 

April 27th 1914 . 

Dear James , 
v e are having a spring- like day and it makes 

one feel .ell to get out in the sut1shine. Everything here 
as you rni :ht <JU pose , is ' exico and the crisis uhich faces 
us as Cl nation . I am in hopes that the mediation spoken of 
in the papers .ay lead to a settlement of the trouble and 
that no more good A..'Tierican lives shall be sacrificed for 
that gr e·1 sy horde of : ... exicans . 

I was amused t e other day , over a stat~~ent 
in one of the l)apers , of an Italian paper comparing ',cod-
row , ilson with Abra ham Lincoln. They mi ht as v•ell 
st nd u· outhful' Bry&n up beside illiam • Eveltt s . I 
sometimes wish the Jtrnetic·m people had elec "ed Roosevelt 
ins-tead of · ilson. I believe he •.ould have m de short 'ork 
;;ith the exica1 trouble . But then , the ~exicans kno,., \"lith 
y:hom they are deal in e. (I wo11der what our dear old Re!Jublic an 
a vocate ~ould think of these pipin days of 1932 , ~ith 
Hoover in t~1e chair?)-4'' 

Dr. Se 's· •O lea i a prelu e to his s ermon on "Judas 
I scariot11 , yesterday morning paid a warm tribute to tile 
Americ n flag , a synopsis of' which I h d p inted. in this 
morning's Record , the Uorth Americ..,n and the Inquirer . I gave 
a copy to the .,...ress (Phil delphia), but do not k:1ow whether 
they use(1 it or not, '\S I have not seen that paJer . The Ledeer 
wus too crowded wi t:1 other 1aa tter to uoe it. I er• close the 
eli. .,ping *'ro, the :Record , for your perusal . 

I ~ent over to the parcel Post entertairn1e1t on 
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o:n Friday eve ing , gi van by the ! ens 1 Bi ole Cl ass , wllich has 
about forty members . The affair Has a very pleasing one and 
netted about . 20 . Packages of all sizes wer sent by p3rcel 
post , or carried to the church , where t-,ey ·:e:re sold for ten 
cents e h . H d the.:r auctioned tl .. e off , one money m ht 
have been realized. I only re ained n short tine . I bought 
.f'ive pac}:ages , and had a l i ttle fU!Il seeing ther.t opened. It 
ha pene · ~ at ':.wo \7onen friends h d called duri ng my absenc e 
and t ey sh red the a use.nen t , no one knowing what \'las i n 
the packages until 'they vrere opened. 

Dr . Seasho l es t e ches the ens ' Bi ble ':l l ass which 
see!"ls to be gron;ing in nt.W1bers every 'eek . I put in a good 
deal of time lately in preparing a hisoorical sketch to be 
read at the ?6th anni·.;ersary to be observed on ay 24t __ instead 
of June ?th , the · te of the a·1niversary . ! h d :prep red most 
of it a year ago , ·~i.1en t}le ? 5th armi versary i.7a e postponed 
owing to the serious illness of Dr . Sti :lhurJ.. Dr . Geasho l es 
hod practi c·lll · recevered fro 'l th~ grippe . He will speak 
i tl the First Church, Germantown , on 'fhursday eve:1ing , where 
they are ~elebrating t~eir 52nd anniversary. 

Hoping this wi 11 fi11d you much L1proved in health 
and +"1~ t ou may for eYer oe "'ree 'ro the trouble i a our 
che t , I am , 

Sincerely yours , 

• ,...HROHK. 

ay 4th 1914 • 

.uear James , 
I would like very much to see the portrait you 

h ve h d pai nted for ~ucknell University . The continued sit­
tings raust have been trying to your nerves . I am a pretty 
good sitter , but t.in 7 ti%es mer ore th0n to sit for a 

ho togr· ph , ~nd I fear I would oo:tlapsc should I have ~o 
ose for a portrait . ~"ashinrto m ct have 1 d a l ot of ex­

perience in tha t line with different artists , no t\-to of 
who painted hin alike , conae uc:r'ltly we have oo l':'la'y por ­
traits of that disti·.,gui hed h"''" that we do no t know just 
ho•1 he looked . Ao you said yourEa will be i denti fied by t:1e 

ame on tle canvas • . Can you not hav~ photographo taken of 
it? .l'or distribution among your friends? I am sorry you have 
so uch trouble in ni ting and hope it \ill soon pass away. 

We had a joyful ay in t•"' cilurc. y sterdag . Dr . 
easholes 'tel~omed ""i~e new mambers a on"' w}lc- \'ere a rs . 

Dodge , a niece of .-Jz . J . G. alker , h_r son and ... au-·.ter , 
representi e the fou~t· nf fift eneration of orison , ·who 
h ve belonged ~o ~he ~hurch . There uere present at the co~union 
t'.ree o ·rk :: . ·.atkinson ' s converts , rs • . ieand, her sis-
ter liz beth ""'el ~z , and rs . Sarah Bech'tel , O\"ery. r s . 
Stidham and her daug.'lter dna were also pre'""ent . It y;ae a 
ye r yester ay since Dr . Seasnoles first occupied the pulpit , 
w.1en he ca1 e to preac:1 :for Dr . Stidham. In his ser o he told 
of the talk he h:ld a year ago wi til Dr . ti dha ... and now the 
latter had s oken of 30 persons who wer e t hj ..,king of 
coming into t.e c~urc~ . During tne yenr theae, with 21 others 
~ v • bee 1 added , o:r a total o:f 51 . In the ~\Tejing there was 
a J)atriotic service i~ \'lhich Dr . Seosholes gave a very int­
eresting hi"'tory of -~exico , ,-1ich he sai was never successful 
in 'or with the United Stateo , the.Y' h ving loot in tv:o ,v~~~ 
Texae , California , Utal1 , Ar izona , nd ~ Y1 ~""exico. Shoulctr there 
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no·, be ·ar that -::oun try , he said , woul become part of the 
American Republic . He lpv~ m~ a synopsis of the sermon , but 
I '.las unable to ~et uch of it in the d ily p")ers. It will 
likely appear b:J~~fl:t L1 tnis r1eek ' s Chl'onicle . It is ten 
years today since my -;i fe \vas tal<:en fro me , and naturally 
I am living over again the sad events of that day . People 
say th· t time heEus all wounds . That m: y be true , but the 
scars rer:1a1n Ten y~ars of :!.imeliness h s not taken avay :he 
poignancy of y lo-s . Tbis, ~o\ever, io one of the penalties 
of li~e, and must be endure . Hopin you are feeling better 
nnd that you muy enjoy a long oet.eon of peace a!-d freed01 
for pains, I am , 

Sincerely yours, 

R . R . BHRO~!K. 

J"'ay 7th 1914 . 
De r JAmes, 

I wrote an ol:>i tuary todny of Charles :Maxwell 
Peterson, \'.tho died at his l~one , 3354 North 22nd street , tbis 
morning but a short distance from rr.y home . Jfe was in his 83rd 
years and had been chief accom1tant for Peter Wright & Son , 
shippers, and later for tl:e In ten ational ruvigation Company. 
Ee Jo8t his si€ht ten years ago and was forced to retire . His 
dea t1 was due to locomota ataxia . '!'hi nkin you may have kno'm 
h i m, I concluded to let . ou know of hio death, * lthou&! 
living within so close a distance I h d no acquaintance with 
him. His d·mghter and son frequently led him in his walks . 
He v.as for more fuan 50 years a veo tryman in Trinity Epis­
copal Church , so·:;.t:1.warM , an C. a wrrc e for 38 years . ?\· o sons , 
a daugl ter , and a grandson surviVE. . re \lill be buried on 

onday afternoon on \lest Laurel L.il, Cer.1etery. 
I learb -2d so•--ethine; lust nig~ .. t at prayer ::c.eeting 

which greatly :pleased me . I told VC~ of the i:en s 1 Bible Class 
that Drt Seo.sholes has organized; well they have adopted~ 
name nnd will henceforth ·oe known <. s the 11 J mnes S . Swartz 
Bible Class ". J\Tl d seem. proud o:f t e name . · 

:Jr . Se8s:t;I;o l es vn s riven a two months ' vacation 
at the bus i nes~ meeting. He goe5 to the Pacific Coast , and 
·will be absent during .Tune and. July. He will fi 11 the pulpit 
during Jvne . That I presume is why he wished to have the 76th 
annivorsary celebration held ![.ay 24th i nstead of on the anni ­
versary , June 7tr. . \'!h.iae writing this tonie;ht , I will not 
post it till morning , as I find I have run out of postage 
sta ps . Like tre foo iiE"r. vireins lackin oil , it is too late 
to go out to buy . Hopinp; •ou are in good health ana happy 
over the honor o~ cavi~g the class named for you , I run , 

Sincerely youro, 

R . R. RHROHK. 

May 11th 1914. 
Dear James , 

Of the tY•o photographs , that of the oil painting, 
or your nntural self , I have no hesitation in cho osing the 
latter , trruch n s I would li}ce to see \iha t the painting looks 
1 ike . I am very much like you in this exi can affair . Dr . 
Seaaholea is too .~o ung to kno· anythinf.~ personally about tne 
copp"'rhe,dism of the Civil •ar, or he wouldn 't keep on 



90 
praising \ i lson and Bryan. I do not know what his poli ti ca 
arc , neither do I care, but he will never be ~ble to create 
any enthusiuem in oe for either of these statesmen(?) . I 
attended a portrait presentation , last Friday , in a Roxbor­
ough public school , 'l'he building was erected in 1878 and 
fro 1 the beaut~ful view from its location was called 
11'airview School, a name retained till los~ year when the 
-oard of Education chang d it to the aoel vOO~ School . His 
fal'!lily , th:rou-;'1:1 his brother-in-1 w, Henry~ . • :d!nunds , presillent 
of the oar(1, Jresented a large photograph to the school. I 
presume you knew Joel cook. In 1864 he and our old friend, 

ichael Arnold, went around ele8tioneering for .McClellan against 
Lincoln's re-election. They each spoke so .)itterly about 
Lincoln , t:-t a t<alls meetJ.ng "t.Lar.. a .. VIi..,penn, , h i mself a 
Democrat , offered. to buy a woman a ne'\. apr on, cf she uould 
throw ebgs at Cc ok and Ar nold. Cook afterv:ar<l became a Republi ­
can , :.1n wa"' elected to Congress . For many years he was 
financial editor of the Public Ledger, and is said to have ownec 
more than a millio do~lars when he died. 

I often wonder hov.· r.3. Sti dham. can keep coming to church. 
Poor woman , her heart muot 'J l eed when she seeo another o ccupy­
in'"' t."te pul~)i . Dr . Seasholes gracefully s ys he is reaping the 
harvest of r. 3tid.ham1 s pla11'ting . This time he is trying to 
g""t enougL to 1 cc '1 handsome wreath on Dr . Stio!lam•s tomb, 
on 'Hemorial Day . us. Wienncl told me yester day morning that 
Ethel Stidham Ritter :Ls i n the German 1 ospi tal ( Lnnkenau) slowly 
recoverin from child- birth. She gave ·oi:rth to a little girl 
last Tuesday :morning, but it died before the day was over. 'fhey 
a re all hear tb.,oken over its daa th . Do you remember -.1: en Dr . 
and. r·rs . Stidharr. lost a baby v;:1ile tl.ey were at the Falls in 
:tis first pnstor:~te . At hi"' request I ,,ent to the c ity abd usked 
Dr . Reno on to come out and conduct the funeral service. These 
were held in the churcl1 an,' Dr . He1,son began his touching and 
co forting address ny saying 11 Onljt A Baby'' · Dr . Stidham told 
me after\';ard tila t he had neYer listened to such a splendid and 
comfortin addrecs. Both great li :hts Gre no\7 in Leaven , reaping 
the reward o"' their work on earth . I wish : could find it con­
venient to · : present on the 24t· , -;hen t~ e church will cele­
'brate itr' 76th anniversary. It ·will be confined to the one 
day . An. an.,i versary offering will be made towards paying the 
6000 borro;ed 1 st year to improve the church and parcona e . 

Hoping you are in good he~lth, I am 
Sincerely yours , 

R • R • 81 R 01 K • 

., ay 18th 1914. 

Dear James , 
Dr . Seasholes asked me yesterday morning if I thou&lt 

it pocsi ble to get you to b~ present ne.:.~ t run day evening , to make 
an address at the 76t};L nnnivercary service . I told hir'l I 
would write and ask you to co!ilply . He stnted fro the pulpit 
that I would read the hiatoric~l "ketch in the mornin"' nd 
that you-. ould probably speak in t .. e evening, so ot.. see it 
is up to you, to r.1 ke his announce ent come true. It \'ao 
decide~ to confine the celebration thiG year , to or.~ · y , as 
it has beer foun out tlat too little intereot i n ehown in 
prolonged celebrutions. This was particularly showr tlll the 
52n ..... ar.niveroary of the li'il'st aptist Church of err:1antown . 
~r . Sea silO les spoke tl: ere one i t , ,,.tle very f w ' ere pr sent , 
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and yet they Lave a large congregation. I go over to tba t 
church on the night of ay 2Bth , to give [, chalk Talk on 
Li ht , to the 'ens ' Club. I g ... ve a t lk t ere in' arch , on 
11 Thc Reporter ' a End of a ··ewspaper 11 , \I hi ,.,h see JS tc have been 
uppreci· ted. 

I thou ·ht of you , and your remarks on the present 
Democratic administr~tion , 1 at ... ,ri r:.y , ·uhile getting Jo:1n 
• • Kinsler, a '"'hes tnut street j e\7eler , t.o re ul te r.y watch. 

sked hir if t:.e tari ~r 1 w h s affected hie busine3s . "I t 
h a practically killed it", \taS his reply . He is a veteran of 
the Civil \ ar , an ; a s tron epub+i:can , un · y· r. t on to tell 
how tre present ministration is cri pling business. He 
dec lares that ilson consi ere every business man a rogue . 
Wl)at may h· pen befo.·e tl.e adr inistration is forced to get 
out on the 4th of Larch 1917, vmul be hard to i magine . The 
papers ore dail.J telling of l·'re;e commercial or . anu-:'acturing 
concerns , ·'nd r ' Draods , laying off workmen by the t .... ouean<ls 
(\le wonder v.bat poor old Bob would think of business condi tiona 
in theoe days of The Great Depression , 13 years after the 
Hepublicans regAined control of t e country from the T)emocrata?) 
and yet the Democratic papers print cartoons and lying 
statements about tL.e country being prosperous . \le ·re , I 
think, getting back to the ''aoo timeo " of ClevelenC:: ' s 
administration , ·.:nen the \'Orkin man ' s dinn r pail Has used. 
as a soup kettlo to carry soup froitl dispensaries to f"ed 
hungry chilci.re'1 . ( Oh , Ye 1932 \,elf are \ orkers ' And state 
appropriation "or unenpl yed. and starving f· rnilies) \'/hen the 
:mills run only on orders (1932 aloo , with the order s fc~ and 
far betv1een) no one is certain of continu d employrn.ent Fnd 
that seems to ·oe tLe c ase wi tl the mills at present . I hope you 
n:. y f n it conveni~nt to cote over to both services on Sunday, 
for I know your p::- sence ,. oul be appreciated. Hoping you ar e 
in good health, as this leaves e , I am 

Sincerely yours , 
• H . SHR0:1K. 

:·ay 22nd 1914. 
Denr JHmea, 

\'!hi le I hope to see you on Sunday , I thought I would 
\Jri te t. is · c:cnouled. _.e~nent of . our le ter of tlJ.e 19th. I wac 
urea tl;\ plen "'ed i your "'ayi . ou e':pec t d to attend the 
· nni v r sary . ·rhe proposed addr enc i j uo t what t .. e people 
~ill be inte_eoted i n , an I know it ~ill be ~ore appreciated 
than y dry ·.istor_:_ .... 1 facts. I , too, have le rd so e of 
t o se re t or~ tors you mention . o tl ing gave me . ore plea sur re 
t. · oin ~ to ti.1e F.Ca der.y of usic to li a ten to Phillips , 
ough , and others lee ture , or to hear lira . Scott Si ·dons , 

~""amueJ ond jcnnes ~u:::-doC-1 , recite. I have often w!sl;ed I had 
tl.e ability to express rr.yself us trey expresse themselves . 
I have long a o gi Yen up cari for crtticism, especially 
fault- find· ~g cri ticisra. The dear little church has been 
pre:ty \ell advertise~ regarding the a niv er~ary . I ~rote an 
rticle ... or t:r .. e Common' enlth , \.hich is published in full . I 
exp~ct a notice to the Chronicle nd have sent nptice to the 
LedBer , Record , and 1To:rth Amel·ic· n . bile euting supper on 
Tue d·y evening , ~ ~ ~orec~~ telephoned to know if I could 
et t .en: up a noti ce t at ni 9'lt for t is 'eek ' a paper . Of 

cuurse I co ... plied , r:"ld you will find t c article which 
though '~ritten so 1.urriedly is not so bad i n my oituation . 
I told those present on ' ednesday ever.inr- that you expected 
to attend tl.e cleberntion , c.o a pleasr.t recept'on waits 
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you • . y !'eporting work keeps me fro m attending Sun day 
evc~in services , but i f p os sible I hop e to a~rar.ge so ~s 
to re< r your a 'dress . "i th tlle other deacons I signed a 
goo nm;1ber of certi f icates on \, edn es nay even·ne. The s e will 
be i ven to r ecen t converts on "unday eve"in , by Dr . Sea­
sholes . y date 'or t alki n to the ens' Clu , of the ~irst 
Baptist C~ urch , GermantowYI , is · u esd·. eYening , the 2 th , and 
not Mhurs ay , as I stated i n .. y lost l e tter . Pre i "ent 
Whitehead , who i s a house ser geant in the Hanayunk police 
station , put Tile right on on dny. 

H.ilpi ng t h i o wi 11 fin you i n ood h_al th, an o. tL.a t ''e l"la,, 
see eac ot.er on Sunday , I am 

Sincerely yours, 

R . n. S.RO};l\\ 

May 26th 1914 . 
Dear James, 

You may think it supe r fluous i :1. 1y writing to 
you today, after see~ng you l ast evening, but I want to 
express the great ple asure your address gave r.ae. \7e ,:-;et 
back into the past a great deal as our years incr·ease, and 
I have often wondered \Vhether we do not pay a little too 
pu.911 attention to what is 'hehind us. Those sor1ewhat ancient 
progra . .mea, you read, awakened in me .1any precious and 
s acred resolutions. In f s ct .·:oat that you said touched 
tender chords in my breast. I do no .. reme .. 1ber a ny addre3B 
I have ever l is tened to that was more i n teresting and when 
you ceased s:peaki •1g I felt sorr:1 you had not con ti 'lued. 

As I tol d you, it was ?.40 o'clock when D left the 
Record office, ~nd just 40 minutes later I entered the 
church and was agreeably surprised :tn seeing such a,large 
congregation. On \7ed'1.esday eve"ling I urged t.r.1ose present 
to co~e to the Sunday evening service, even if they might 
have to miss the .:10rning service, and told t :heT.1 I would 
prefer having a small audience to listen to r_e, but wanted 
a good one to greet you . ~he size exceeded my fondest 
wish. I know of no one for whom the dear old church has 
a greater love than for Janes s . Swartz, who i n my estim­
ation deserves it all. In mynhistorical sketci1 I mede no 
mentio n of Joseph Johnson, and others who have passed since 
our l as t celebration. I thought to wait until so r.1e other 
oc~asio n , ~hen t heir nanes , added to the long list of 
o there I have, 1ni @lt be read at a memorial service. It might 
be agreeable to Dr . Seasholes to have t: .. e roll call of 
the departed ones in connection with his 11 John Brown" ser­
vice, c., unday l':torning. 

I hated to le ~ve you so abruptly last night, but I had 
a good d al o~ work a~:ead. I got t11rough, however, at 
~dnight, and felt on retiring like repeating what eo 
many said to me i'1 the churbh, "Hasn 1 t this been a grand 
day?" • It did me good in seeing the people clustering 
about you. It was a little of the old tif1.e sociability, 
for which t h e church was for so long noted. Come again, 
and as often as you ca n , so as to enjoy the good felloHship 
and he~p all to feel good. 

Hopi ng you go t b'1ck to 'lew York safel.l and that you 
nay experience no physi,~al trouble from t h e trip and your 
r eception, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
R. R. SiillONK. 
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~ Hay 27th 1914 . 

DifrJames, £ I h-;d the p leasure of reading your letter of 
'/yecterc.ay at the breakfast table this morning, anC. I felt 

glad you had appreciated the Sunday ser~Tioe . '{he Old 
~Academy Building was erected in 1819, b31 volu.."lteer sub- ~ 
~·~iptions of cash and labor, upon a plot of ted 

by Thomas Smith,ta brothex , :r tmmk;-of Richard penn Smith. l 
I have never seen the land grant, but once, and t hat. was 
at the secc~d quarterly meeting I attended i n 1872, as 
a me!:lber of the Board of True tees. I had been elected by 
the Board that year to take the place of Joseph E. Sorber, 
who died of sr!lallpox . At the first meeting., the members 
were very much concerned about getting funds to repair the 
building, to pave Q.ueen lane, and to pay for water pipe. 
The treasury was almost empty. and the only income was 
dona tiona the different societies using the building sew 
fi t to m6ke. Jsrome Andrews and his family occupied the 
lower par t as a dwelling and he had ceased paying rent. 
After listenting to the lamentations, I asked to see the 
land grant, and charter, to find whether any pro vi a ion 
was made in either regarding the securing of funds to 
ma intain the building. All allowed that neither instrument 
contained any such proviso, I insisted in seei~g the 
instru:nents, and Dr . Evans, sedretary, was requested to 
bring them to the next meeting. It \l~s then learned that 
the trustees were authorized to collect rentals not exceeding 
so many pounds, shillings and pence. I do not remenber the 
amount. I then of~ered ~a notion that a committee be 
appointed to notify An dr~vs to eith er pay rent , or vacate 
the premises, and to place a given sun for each society 
to pay as rent. The result as that money began coning in 
nnd the long leaking roof was repl aced with a new one; the 
street paving and water pipes were paid for. Dr . ~vans went 
abrood, and I was chose'1 to set as secretary pro tem. Upon 
l·1Y reJnovi g to r anayunk, in 1878 , I forfe,ted the right of 
being a trustee. In the land grant there is a clause to 
the effect that sho-uld the trustees fail to hold thedr 
annual meeting on the -first J onday in January, the property 
was to revert to the Smith Estate. Horace :!. Smith watched 
the f irst !!ondaye in January closer tnan a c ·1 t could watch 
a mouse. he, however, never found the day to- pass without 
a. meeting. I have kno'\vn lfr . Abbot, John H .. G~een , Dr . 
Evans, and Harnon Jo!mson to leave our oill:i ti "le Hew Year's 
.J):ly Sunday School feeti val when t he day happened on a 
··onday, to- go up to the Academy to hold the inportan t 
meeting. Horace Sreith at one time had the matter taken to 
Court . .:y father was a witness for the Trustees. After 
his tea timony \7a s heard, the c os e was decided against 

Smith. I never knew the particulars of this crse, but heard 
my father speak about it and say what he thought o'f Horace. 
I do not kno\v the date in whicil the Old Acade:ny was fi~i: hed 
or first occupied. I suppose the records will show . 

I was not aware of r,1y showing ony difficulty in reading 
my his tori cal sketch on Su.nday . The writing \Vas larger 
t·1en 1 usually write , but the l ight was poor. Hy sight has 
been wh3t the occulist calls one-third vision, for -quite 
a while, and is, owing, he says , to •lY blaader trouble. At 
times t h e vision is better than ~t others, and as my other 
trouble is gradually leaving me, I am in hopes the vision 
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will i mprove . You might have noticed my squinting at what 
you C"''lled MY handiwork on the b·-1ck of' one of the old 
prograJmnes you had on Sunday night . I could just about 
make it out. I have read very little for more tha n two 
years , and use a magnifying class when I want to read and ~c, 
particular . So long as ~~e vision doesn't get worse I 
will not worry . 

I ue:1t up to. Gerraanto n l 1st evening to the Lens' Club 
of the ~irst Baptist Church, qnd gave a chalk talk on 
"Light: Physical , Intell·ctual and Ppir itual." OWing to 
nu."'Tlerous other attractio'1s the audience was not large. There 
were present a nu--;ber of aged ministers frQ-f'l the 1:ugent 
Home. They all corgra tilla ted me after tuy talk and were 
parttcularly interested i n what I had to say about the 
ol.1 ti•n.e tallow candles and how they were .11oulded at the 
hom~s of ~he people ~ho killed their own cattle. one of 
the~ tol d 1~e of the pleasure he had as a boy in helping 
his kother boil the tallow in a large pot, and see her 
pour the melted tallow into the mould. 

I hope you hqve had a co j ler dny in 'few York than we 
have had here today, It has, according to the weather 
bureau, been the ho tt s t 2? th of ay here, for 3? years. 
The mercury reached 94 degrees. As I am writ ng the sky 
1s darkening and there have been several loud claps of 
thunder , and it looks as if we are to have a storm, and I 
have just finis .. 1ed watering our little garden and lawn \"lith 
a hose. !Iopi ng ti1i s Hill find you in the ·oe t of health, 
I ar:t, 

Sincerely yours, 

R. R. SHROJK. 

P . S . The rain has coMJ.nenced to fall, with hail stones, 
and wind accompaniment. 

s . 

June 2nd 1914. 

Dear James, 
Having a little leisur e this evening I concluded 

to indulge in a paper talk with you. Dr. fi easholes left 
yeoterday afternoon for the Pacific Goast. He has arranged 
pulpit supplies for this month. Rev. Orlando T. Steward, of 
the City 1lission, formerly of Roxboroueh, will preach on 
Sunday morning and ~ev. Charles A. f\oars , of the State :·ission 
in the evening. On the other Sundays we will have I:J.inisters and 
laymen , one of the latter a Presbyterian. I suppose ue car 
stand it for one nonth . The church expects to suuply July. 
Edwin Singer had a l!l.agnificent wre·1th placed by Dr . Stidham's 
tomb on 1 emorial Bay. :Ly Daughter Y.ent up to tl e cemetery to 
her mother 's grave, and ~rea tly tidmired the wreath . She saw 
Mrs. Stidharr. there but had no chance to speak to her . Singer 
told me on Sun.ay u~at ~s. Stidham greatly appreciates the 
remembrance. A year ago today, Dr. Stidham was nearing his 
end. He passed away , as you remer11ber, on the 9th. On next 
\1ednesday evening Singer proposeo that we hold a memorial 
service , and have the hymns sung whi oh \7ere sung at the 
tombstone dedication. I do not know yet , what the rest of the 
progra1nme may be but think it will be a church family affair 1 
without outoide aid. I sunpose I will have t he honor of conducting 
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the service as singer, Rl though senior deacon , generally gets 
:me to do it. How did you like my report on the anniversary 
in the Chronicle and rureca st? The Foecast editor phoned me 
on Tuesday to ~rite him an account of the ce l ebration. This 
week I wrote him a report of Dr. Seasholes 1 Sunday morning 
sern:.on on "John -:rown" . : t will not give the sermon , or 
preacher justice, for cold type could no do either justice. I 
appended some of my o~n recollections of the night after Zohn 
Brovm was hung , of the exhibition given that nie.!;ht by Professor 
Yarnall, in tl e Old Academy . Perha. ~s you were present and 
witnessed Judge Arnold , 'fi tus ray'Wo od, and ' illiai · ' erry, 
being executed as "1rown and his two cor.1panions? I have seen 
Judge Arnold look stern on the bench, but I 111 never forget 
the appearance of his f a ce that night. lira. Wieand , on 
Sunday , expressed her regrets, to me , on her not having been 
able to hear your address. From what I rs. Seasholes told her 
about it, she thinks you must have exceeded ~ourself. Living 
alone , as tl ey do, and Elizabeth not being in good health , they 
very seldom leave the house at night . I do not know exactly 
how nany years Elizabeth has seen , but I thinl~ she was 83 in 
:._ay. Bo"'ing you are in good h~alth, and wishing 1.\fOU could be 
at the" e11orial service, on June lOth, I am, 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R. SHROFK. 

June 8th 1914 . 
Dear James, 

Jacob G. Walker used to quote Sydney Smith1 s saying; 
in this kind of -·eather, "It woultl!Je a good tiling if one could 
cast off his flesh and sit around in his bones" . Clothing of 
any kind today is burdensome, and I almost wish we could have 
a little of the blizzard that has blown off the !·ew Bruns\vick 
coast, ,.ithl>ut any of the attending daoage. The public thermo­
meter in the city rectch"d 93 degrees at 3 this afternoon, 
according to the evening papers. Just now it looks as if we 
v;ere going to have a shower. Which may wash the air of hwJ.idity . 
I had an hour 1 s chat with Jacob, on Saturday afternoon, at 
Hal lie 1 e house (on Ainslie street, East Falla) . Helen told me 
or · ednesda, eve:~ing that e would be at their home on 
Saturday. I went up on the 2.24 train from 22nd street. He 
happened to be on the train, but I did not know it till I got 
to the house, sometime before he arrived . He looks much better 
than I expected, after he had told ~e , in a l etter of his 
ailment, and I was hear}ily glad to learn that he is feeling 
as well as he looks. I feet sorry for his being unable to see 
and wonder why science h<~B not dincovered a way of curing 
blindness. It must be a terri-r~le affliction . 

Rev. Orlando Steward, secretary of the City Uissions, pre­
ached to us yester ~ay ~orning; received two new members into 
the church; and adniniste red communion. His sermon , of course, 
was i n the interest of the city mission, and yet it was very 
interesting and instructive, and eloquently delivered. It 
was based on the text: "II Kings, ? -9": "We do not v·ell; 
this day is a day of good tidings and we rrold our peace" • .After 
a vivid description of the seige of Samaria, and the dispe~sing 
of the Syrians , and how the people were starving for bread, he 
graphically told of the lepers vvho had found the empty camp . 
The Samaritans were dying for brefld. He applied the text to 
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t!1e foreign elenent i n this city, who are perishing for the 
breod of life. There are three reasons why they sl1ould be 
fed. For our own sakes , so as to have them become good citi­
~ens; for their o\m selves ; and for Jesus' sake. As he spoke 
without notes I presur.:1e he hus preached the same ser ... on before . 
"hether he hos or not, it is one worth repeating. I remenber 
once hearing Dr. J. \~eaton Smith preach a sermon on "The 
Vast Undone" , one 1 .. orning in our church, and on the following 
Sundry nigl:r l!e preached the sruJe sermon in the Temple church. 
I have a synopsic o-r it somewhere, which I made at the tin:e 
for The Weekly Guide , I was then edi tit)g. I would go a good 
~ay to hear a preHcher with Dr . Smith 's ability . I knoTI of 
sone v:ho could equal him . :?'.is serrnollB 1 to c.y mind , were much 
like \Ten dell Philips 1 lectw.·es. , agni ficent arguments clothed 
in conversation-like talks. 

After the church has paid back the $600 borrowed l ast 
Fall , I shall endaeavor to get the people interested in having 
a spire placed on the steeple. n1e present arrangement is an 
eyesore, and reninds me , everytime I look at it, of a man 
whose leg has been cut off at the knee. A smaller opire than 
the one re'Y1oved, would make the building harmonize and ought 
not to cost very much . Hoping you ar~ well, as this leaves 
me , I aLl , 

Sincerely yours, 

R . R. S"IT·W:nc. 

P . B.. Deacon John Field, Jr ., will lead the remor ial Servi ce 
on· ednesday eve:1ing. Willian ~r . :Ball, chief of the -:-ureau of 
City Property , will be the speaker funday morning. He comes 
as the guest of the J~es s . Swartz Bible lase. 

Q .... . 

June 11th 1914 . 
Dear James, 

Your in 'jeresting le tter of the 9th carne to hand 
thio morning. Three things mentioned in it made me feel sad . 
'l'he cri tict 1 concli tion of your Cousin Ella , whom I have not 
seen for many years ; your hand being worse than usual; and 
your having to borrow money to pay your rent. I have had some 
experience in the latter, but not of l ate years . I, too , have 
to pay a month's rent in Pdv ce , but have a .good landlady , 
lttse G. A. ~yder, for,many years a companion of Mrs . Sarah 
E . Hichards, from whom I think ehe inherited the house . I 
moved in~o the house in September 1904, and since October 1st 
that year, have paid Lisa Snyder each month n advance. The 
part of September I paid to the tenant, who was an anxious to 
get out as I was to get in, ~e house 1 had been livin~ in and 
for which I had paid over ~6000 in rent , was sold for i4500 and 
I had to move . I presu.':le you will take your oil painting to 
Lewisburg and see that it is properly hung. The amount borrowed 
last october for church repairs was $600 , and I believe the loan 
was for a year . Just what amount has been raised towards re­
paying the loan, I do not know. Laet nir,nt was our monthly 
bus.imeas meeting , but a quorum not being present, the meeting 
went over till July . Vle had but a slim attendance to the Jr.emori~l 
eer:Vice . I do not think wore than 20 were prE'sent. One of the 
Hotreheads, a yourr;r; man of the church, was married yesterday 
afternoon :tn Lower Dublin Church , near Collegeville , and many of 
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the young folks attended the wedding, coming back too tired 
to attend service , but fresh enough to go to the carnival 
bei g held by the Young J~ene 1 Improvement Association, in 
~obson 1 s lo , or to the city to see the Redmen's Parade . I 
thi~k they should be treated to an old-fashion~d Baptist 
Gospel sermon on "Self Denial 11 , 1:10 a.a to make attending church 
services a duty, instead of a convenience. 

\!hile talking with J'.:!dwin E'.Lngel~, prior to the service last 
evening, Adam I·ettinr;er walked up the steps on his way to 
the .etho diet Church. He told me he h r d been up to Spring 
City during the day to attend the funeral of Fred Seltzer, 
his brother-in-lQw . I do not know when Fred died, or what 
\as the cause of his death. I believe he ca~e to the Falls to 
work for your father • . ~t the r emorial serf;i ce, t.he hY"·ms sung 
at the dedication of the Dr . Stidham's tomb s one were used . 
Brief addresses were made by Jolm Field, Jr . , who presided; 
John \7yatt, 2dwin Singer, and I. Singer received a letter from 
J~rs . Stidhrun and rer children, thanking the church for decora­
ting Dr . Stidham's garve on . eraorial Day . The letter wi 11 be 
r ~c..d on Sunday . I tried to get Dr . Gordon to be present at the 
l:emorial service , but he is the states supply at Blackley 
Church. ,hen I saw the slim attendance, I felt glad he was not 
present . He wants me to go over to Blackley Church , some Sun­
dAy morning and talk on the relation of that church with ours . 
_·early all of the ~onsti tuen t members of our church came froo 
Blockley. I may go over on June 21st . Tiith best wishes , 

Sincerely yours, 

R • R. SIUWNXI.. 

June 22nd 1914 . 

Dear James , 
I have been thinking a great deal about you , since 

I saw you under such sorrowful circumstances on Saturday. I n a 
way I felt as though I was intnuding upot} your sorrow, in 
attending the obsequies of your departed and beloved cousin. 
1 have long known how closely you were a tt·'lched to she and her 
sioter, and wish I could find words of comfort for you in 
your bereavement. In cireur.astances like tl1e present , the 
choicest words are but empty sounds . I saw the little notice 
of Ellen's death i n the Bulletin on Friday evenirg, wl:ile I 
was at supper . Jacob cull d me over the telephone and asked 
if I could conveniently acco1apany him t o the funeral services 
:i:>n the morning. Realizing hi a affliction and wishing to serve 
him , I felt glad that I could obliee him , and I feel that he 
~PJ)r eci:= ted the little service. He would not permit me to 
go back to the t.~alls ~.ri th .~.it11, saying that hi o niece and cousin 
could easily help him froi.l the trolley cars to where he is 
stopping. 

This v:orld, it seems to r.1e, is constantly showing us pil­
grims the penalty of liv1ng. One after another of those we 
have ~earned to love, f al l by the wayside, while we , sorrow 
laden , press on towards the allotted boundo past which we 
cannot go. \lhile we are aware o:f this stern fact , we go on 
day a fter day, just as though it were not t rue, giving 
emphasis to oore in his "Hight Thou1~hts 11 "man thinks all men 
mortal but himself". Of all the friends I have recently lost, 
I miss none so much Rs Dr . Stidham, whose companionship I so 
long and so frequently enijoyed. We had a young man , nar!led Scull, 
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t 1:' preach yesterday 111orning. He , I believe, is a member 
of t:C.e arket. ("quare Pres')yterian Church , Germantown. He 
stood on the lower plutfor~, and said we might call the 
subject of :his talk, 11What the Seeker Finds" , and then \ent 
on in a quiet conversational way, very much like Deacon 
Abbot , to explain the neaning of nur:1erous passage bearing 
upon seeking and finding, until he had formed one of the 
greatest string of pearls I have ever listened to. Dr. 

easholes sphke yesterday at .Stanford University, in Palo 
Alto , California, and J!rs. Se('lsholes told me he is in the 
best of h~alth, and having a glorious time. I was surprised 
or sat~ rd<1y, i meeting your cousin .ary SiM!"'.one , who I had 
not seen , she said, since 186?. What surprised me was her 
ap:pearnnce which has changed so little during all these 
years. I feel deeply for Jacob, but he bears his affliction 
philosophically. 

Hoping this wi 11 find you in good health and that it 
may be a long , long while before youare again called upon 
to ley aside any of your love~ ones , I ai!l, 

Sincenely Yours, 

E . R. Sl1Ro;r-. 

June 25th 19il4. 

Dear James, 
Your letter of t h e 23rd reac~irrdlle yestt:rday 

morning before my breakfast time , I fel t,Yat''ter rea ding it .--
that I h d attended your cousin's funeral. As I read the • 
letter I thouP1 of your life as I have known it, from the 
tiLe of your father 1 s terrible death. One day, years after 
that sad event, while painting in John _:;;inkin 1 s house, on 
old James (Stanton) street, 1 other Binkin s:p lee of your 
father's death , and sa~ c., "Robert, I think James Swartz is 
one of the oest young men thnt ever lived. I heard him tell 
his mother the ..., ight his father was killed, that he would 
take care of her . I thou@1t tt was merely a boy's promise , 
but now I know he meant all he said" . !t have often th ou() t l1tm 
true were her rerar-·e. Few no there ' .. ave ever bee\ cared for c s 
well as yours. Added to the home obligations you assumed were 
those in caring for your orphaned cousins. Yuch of the 
self-imposed work hc-s been accomplished and \'ell p - rformed. 
for which you have earned the estee~ of all who know of your 
doing, and the appropation of Hin. v.•ho spa. e and taught ae 
never mi'ln spake and tau ht • !Jay t he fullness of your reward 
not be entirely reserved until you have joined your loved 
ones :Beyond the river, v·here the surges ceaoe to ro 11. 

I have alvrc:tys felt that presenting flower a to the living 
is better than giving bouquets to tl:e dead and I feel proud 
of . ·our friendship. Your advice to e, when, as an ignorant 
yout:t I came in to the church, h· s helped me to ee what I am 
intellectual and spiritual, while your exa ple h as been a 
help to me and others. 

The day fo~lowi 1g your father's death I walked "to town" e 
as then ca led it, wi tl. . y father, aad as we turne~ fro.n Ridge 
avenue into :anth street, we met lacholas li . Maguire, 'i th 
whom .._ y f ather hnd long been intimate . Father told him of 
your father's death and he a t once askee"\Vas he James' father?" 
On being told that he was, aguire eaid, "Dan, I have taught a 
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great many boys since you first knew rue, but in all my experience 
I have never met a brighter or better boy than James Swartz" . 

I do not rememoer ever telling yoy thi o before . If I have 
it is worth repeating. The l aot tiw.e I saw Profe~uor paguire was 
in the Lorace Binney Publi·::: School , of which he was su:peri "ltendent. 
I went there to co•1vey to hi 1 and his pu Ji ls the thhnks of a 
poor wo.nan in ·~anayunlc, whose husband hnd been killed i:1 Seville 
schofield's nill. ::aguire reed ray acc ount of the acciddnt in 
the Ledger to his pupils. ':'hey contributed their spending ""loney, 
some ~-15, I thin?-, for t_'1e :)oor \7o .. nan. The .1oney was sent to the 
Ledger and I was akked to ta~e it to the woluan . I had no 
acquaintance witL !:aguire, but after I had introduced !nyself 
and he learned I \Vas a son of Daniel Shron..lc , I felt that I had 
been acquainted with hirn all my life. He made :::1e sit down beside 
hi.1 a"ld oh, my L but how he bombar dell me with ques tiona about 
the Falls and its people . He said lle purposed hir i ng a carriage 
and driving out to see so~~e of the old landrilarks, but \7he~l ! 
info!'!;led hi::n that most of then had passed out of existence, 
he replied, 111 am glad you have told me. I vvill give :tmtx up that 
expected ride , preferring to lcnow the old Falls as I kne\1 i t, 
rather than see it shorn of most that would interest m.e" . He 
ma de me promise to ca 1 on hin again, but I never , like old 
Felix , found a "convenient season" . But , wasn't he one of 
God's nobleme:1? 

'e h -- d a rather novel service last night, instead of t:1e 
weekly prayer meeting, the night was given over the I~n8'a 
:r:aughters, who h ad two wo...llen spe <1kera , them ice cream and cake . 
I h a d to leave before the last spen er got through, and missed 
m.y sha:ve of the the refresbl1ents , for whic3:1 I have n~ regrets. 

On Sunday morning, by invitatio- of :Jr . Gor on , wllo is 
stated supnly of Blockly Church, I expect to go over to that old 
church from \7hi~h Y>J.Y aother and g and.laother withdrew their 
letters to help fori!l our (Falls :sap tis t} Churcll.. Dr . Gordon wants 
me to give a talk on tae relatio:lship of ,the tvro churches , and 
I expect to talk on "The Tie that -~linda" . Seven , of not eight , of 
the ten persons w~10 consti tutcd our churclJ. cane from Blockley 
Church . Hopmg you are in good health, as this leqves .!'!le, I am 

Since::-ely yours , 

R. R. SHROHK • 

. Tune 29th 1914. 

Dear Ja . .1es, 
I want to tell you of the delightful time I had 

yesterday r.torning , when at Dr . Gordon's request I went over 
to Blockley Baptist Church and gave n talk on "The Tie that 
Binds" . Despi ~e the rain there Wt=t s a good sized congregation 
present , i nclduin~ a . large nU11ber of noble -loo.L(ing men. Prior 
to the service .Dr . Gol\don and I walked through the churchyard 
in whmch I saw the gaGlves of' my grent grcmdrnother , grandfather , 
grandl~other , and others of the "qoberto fa"'nily, including 
Uncle ... illia:-1., ·1'1o a you met on his retur!1 from Cali-f'ornia . I 
went to give o'1e talk, -=tnd gave three before a fine cla e in the 
Infant Departue'1t, one befol!e the Sunday School, and the other 
i n t~1e cLurch, nll of w!lich secued to be appreciated and enjoyed 
by the hearers . In the church Dr . Gordon gave a talk to the 
Y ung people on "The :Ughtingale" , after v1hich I v;as give:1 the 
rest of the tii!le. I have never received such a hearty l~eception 
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than the one \1hli:1lh followed t' e service , or \"las never .nore 
highly complimented for anything I have eve!' spoken. Dr. Gordon 
said he was surprised and delighted ni th what I said and in 
the monner in which I spoke and said he would write an accoW1t 
of it :for this week's Cmamonweal th. On our \Vay back to Tioga , 
Dr~ Gordon asked particularly about you and said he will never 
forget the royal man:1er :tn which he \786 entertained by you last 
,year , while in ~J e\'.' York City . He told me that Lrs. Stid.""lam and 
Edna are goin g to Virginia to vists :!rs . Stidha"!l ' s sister , and 
may spend the summer, fa l l and winter there . 

Rev. Dr . Robert Harkinson , an assistant to Dr. Conwell, will 
preach for us next Sunday, and adr:tinister communion . He is an 
earneot and interesti.1g speaker . Everyt.~.1ing is ready, I believe , 
for the Sunday School's Fourt1 l of July picnic . Do you r.emember 
the Fourth when you and ur . Chesshire led the Presbyterian 
School to our wo ode , to share our ice crea:m? I have not been 
to one of the picnics since going on the Ledger in Uarch 1888. 

\71th best wishes I am, 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R . SHROHK . 

July 5th 1914. 

Dea:: James, 
This is about as quiet a s unday as I h ave knom1 

for a long wltile. It ~Y be on account of the weather , or 
perha ps tile people were 30 f a tigued .:fro ... yeaterd!.!Y' a cele­
bra tion of the glorious 'l<'ourtil. I h a d a pr e tty busy day 
fro m nuon until late i n t:1e night , but did most of my work 
with the telephone . I didn't have enoueh patriotism to go 
down to Independence Hall in the morning to lis ten to Preoi­
dent 'Wilson, neither have I had interest enough yet to read 
hi o speech. I see by the he'1dlinea in the Ledger's report , 
tJ1at he advocated the uodifying of the Declaration of Inde­
pendence for the benefit of our :foi'eign rela tions . Some peo­
pl e would moc!ify the -~ible to please the devil . The Declal·a­
tlo n of Independence was good enough for the great and good 
men who signed it 138 years ago , and \V:l s the foundation on 
which t h e gre· tt Lincoln built his s potless character . I ara. 
however , not at all s urpr is ed that the Demo era tic der1agogue 
who now o ccupi ea , but do ea not fill, the Presidential chai r 
would f a vor an ything. James Euch·mnn, or Andi'ew Johnson in 
their weakness or peculiarities n ever fo~~d fault with that 
gre,lt inetrwnent, why should ilson? (" e \'render how ~obert 
Roberts Shron..i( would like the ;1ay Herbert Hoover is attempt­
ing to fill t r.at Presidential eeut , these days?) There used 
to be a large electric sign on t he old Girard House , which 
read "Wilson's \7his1.cey , That's All l " I sometimes feel .lUe 
\ 'ri ting another si gl" , "Wilson's Idea, That's All l 11 I ::1 my 
opinion the beat thing he could do would be to die (that was 
real practical Christianity) or go back to ochool teaching. 

Your le t ter of the first cmne duly to hand. I sympathize 
with vou for t:1e great loss yo u hove sustained in the death 
of your two noble cou8ins . The older one gets, it seems to 
me, the hnrder such blo•·;s at.cike him. It is no easy thing to 
have the l:inl!s of' love and friendship severed. The wound may 
heal in time , but the scar VJill always remain. I often think 
of Tennyson's words , 11 0h for tl1e touch of a vanished hand, and 
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t:'le s~und of a voice that is still" . There are yearnings of 
the soul whic..l-J. cannot be satisfied. Ve may be given ot rength 
to beRr the lo sa , but who ·w·ould ;nnt to forget what the de­
parted ones me~.,t in our li vee? 

The Rev . Robert :tarkinso•l , one of Dr . Conr1ell ' s assistants 
o ccupied the ~alla Baptist pulpit this mo rning and preached a 
~ine sermon on prayer. After which he conducted the comaunio~ 
service . A good sized congreeation was presenr . He will also 
prea ch tonight. Dr . Seao:1olea i a s inging around his lecture 
cir cuit on t h e Pacific co ast , md writ s that he i a in the 
best of health. Dr . G-ordon told me during the week that Mre . 
Stidham exp e~ted to be at the Falls this morning , so she has 
11ot yet e;one to !1er sisters . The Sunday School picnic passed 
off yest erday, very pleasantly , I was told this l'!lorning. With 
beat wiohes , I am , 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R. SHROHK. 

July 12th 1914 . 

Dear James , 
This is the anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne, 

and is certainly hot enough for the 11yello\v Irish!' who will 
celebrate :.he day tooorrow. Thooe of our city who like to mix 
drinks with t :1e celebr.a ti on will go to Central Park while the 
11 Drys" will ho l d their outing :2m ''o odside Park . Both of them 
b eing outoide of my jurisdiction I will not have t o report 
either . t~ile I do not agree with their opponents , the 
"green Irish" , I \Vould ra tiler go to their outings than to the 
"yellows". One in ?:':lY positio n gets into a great many different 
kinds of com:pan.f , Altogether they are more enjoyable than 
otherwi se. Ther e was a very sad occurrence at the Ji'alls last 
':'hursday evenin6 , when two little boy!J , .Tames and 3enja::ain 
Fanning , aged 6 and 9 years , respect:tve l y , sons of "':I' . and 
Ur s . John J . Farming , of 3309 Bowman str eet , were dr ovmed in 
the l?,ueen Lane Reserroi:- . They were flying a kite from the 
ton o -r t h e E' •bankment , when the string broke , the younger cliabed 
over:. the fenae, sli pped and fell into the water . Benj arain j urnped 
in to eave hiiil , losing h i s own life in t h e endeavor . Their 
funera l serYice Yli 11 be held to ;'!lo:cTo\7 morning i n st . Bridget ' a 
Church . DJ you re-nember the ni ght o f June 14th 18'70 , when two 
young women and a man were drowned in the Schuylkill near the 
Reading Railro a d bridge? Your (brother) Jacob and I , i n a 
rowbo t belonging to the late Jacob Stehle went to try and 
r-escue the '1 , 'lnd had a narrow e s cape fro •n striking the almost 
submerged rocks . It required a good deal of self control to 
keep our oo t ~rom being capsized, \Vhen it was swept so 
furiously under the bridge by the owift and snirling current . 
After being unable to do rnything fo~ the unfortunate party , 
I rowed you and Jacob aero sa the river . \, hen I re a ched Yay hor.le 
tl:at nig.'lt , I was thankful I h " d l earn ed to manage a rowboat . 
I do not think I would undertake such a per formance now , since 
44 y nre h nve b~ell added to my life. I never felt t he heat a s 
oppreoai ve in church as I did thiG morning , and I fe l t sorry 
for the young man, · r. Hall, a student fro r.1 Crl>ze r Theological 
Selninary, who filled the pul p i t , He pre ached n good sermon 
on ''The Touch of Jesus" ; was rather modeot and unl ike most 
students I have ~eard does not presume to know it all. Fro:-a his 
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voi ce and manner he re_ninded me of Eugene Gardiner , 'l""lhom Free 
saddled upon the church during his pastorate, and who , I believe, 
became a professor in soue theological seminary. . 

Dr . Seas~les is still o n his lecturing tour along the Pac1fic 
coast , and expects to be b~ck by the first sunday in August . I 
see by the p~pers you and :-r . P:l tton have taken out letters of 
administrat~o~ to your Cous n Ellen's estate . Hoping you are 
having a cool~r day , and that you are in the best of health , 
I am , 

Sincerely yours , 

R . R. . SH.~Ol~. 

July 20th 1914. 

Desr James, 
ll.,.,. Your letter of the 17th although poatrnarked at :rew 

York 9 A.-. of the 18th, did not reacb: me until this morning • 
, e have not mnil delivery here after 3 P . M. ! have had two 
days vacation, the only kinu [ have ever known , and that is 
by being on the sick list . I was taken ill on :Friday night 
just before reti~ing. I h3d had a good deal of walking in the 
early evening, in a part of the city where I could not use the 
trolley cars . The wea .her was very oppressive and close . I got 
throug..il with my -7ork about 11 o'clock and then went out to the 
front p o~ch for a s~oke before retiring. I was there but a little 
time when my ~upture troubled tle, and a very severe pain came 
fro the appendix region . I went to bed, thinking a rest would 
do me good, but I s l ept very little. Saturday morning I took a 
strong physic and spent tha day i n bed . I spent :nost of yesterday 
the same \7ay , too ..-.-eak to venture away from the house . Today I 
am feeling better , but someuhat shaky . I heard l ast week of your 
being at the Falls on ':onday. Edwi~ Sing-er told me on · ednead·1y 
evening . He also informed 111e that Jacob had returned to his home , 
in ,ashington. I was sorr jr to learn of his departure f or I had 
purponed to call on him on Thursday , the only day in the week on 
which I could get auay a little while from my work . During all the 
time he wa s at the Falls I only saw hi!n three ti.!les , the day he 
a:rri ved., one Sunday at church , ·md the day of your cousin' s 
funeral . 

You ought to meet Jar1es G. l~arrec , of who§e 84th birthday 
I wrote an account in the Chronicle . He sang for years ~n 
Beth Eden Baptist Church, and on nu."tlerous time &n other church 
choirs, often walki:ng t!wough all sorts of lvaathe~ after the 
night service to his hone in anayunk . His daughter , l:Xs . !!an:ie 
!!aree Nassau , is a wide!ty knovm s opra no, and until the Pope 
barreu women singers , she sang in St. James Church , ·est Phi l a­
delphia . liaree spenus ::n.uch of his time with a lot of cronies 
in the billiard roo a. of t : e Continental Hotel , watching the 
players and is ~ell preserved for his years . He haa a motor 
yacht which he keeps up at Lafayette , on the Schuylkill , and gets 
lots of p l easure cruising up and down the river . He w_as greatly 
p~ased with my ar~icle and phoned me to get lum ext ra copies of 
the paper . I received an invitation Friday, to tho :u:asonic Hume 
annual birthday dinner , which will be held this year on J uly 3ls ~ 
the birthday of the president Past Grand Uaster George u. Kendl· ic'k , 
Jr ._, I have attended the dinners for 20 years , and ammthe only 
non member of the ord~· ever invited. Hereto fore tha~ have :been 
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held on or near General Wagner • s birthday, in August . Hoping the 
=hemnatism and you have parted company, and that you are in 
good health, I an, sincere}y yours , 

R. R. SHRONK. 

July 27th 1914 . 

Dear James, 

I concluded to have a little talk on paper with 
you, before commencing my day ' a work. We arc passi:1g through 
a pretty ho t spell here i n old Phil::Jdelphia , with the temper­
ature un in the nineties and a high degree of hw1idity . one feels 
pretty well done up without uuch exertion. It may see:-1 womanish 
but I do not venture out in the heat wi thi ut an umbrella . Here 
is one advantage in h"lving gray hair and \.hiskers . People 
look upon us in that state as being old nd excusable . I au 
feeJing much bett~r and stronger than when I l ast \'.Tote und am 
over the effects of the heat stroke . It was very war;·u. in churhh 
yesterday raorning and the congregation was unusually sraall . A 
student from Crozer Seminary occupied the pulpit in the :norning 
and pl! eached a fairly good sen~on on ncontentnent". Announcement 
was made that "the Ja1aes S . SWartz Bible Class is going to give 
a moonlight excuroion down the Delaware on Thursday night , 
August 6th , Tickets 35 cents 11 • As my work is principally at 
night , I do not expect to go on the excursion. Dr . Seasholes 
havin:Y been detained on the Pacific Co"'St , owing to his having 
to take the place of another lecturer \Tho as taken ill, he will 
not reach home in t±me for next Sunday. It was arranged last 
night to have the Rev . Joseph Schubert , pastor of ··ewtown Square 
Church preach for us . You will see a littlepuff of Adam Hettinger 
in the Chronicle , I shall mail you today. I d~d not see him 
yesterday and ad his niece and housekeeper , 'J.ary Jane Shaffer , \TaB 
not at chprch, I was unable to even enquire about how he was 
enjoying his birthday anniversary . I was a).ed l ast '£huraday 
if I could tell when t:1e Heading Railraod's stone bridge at the 
Falls was built . I said I believe it was finished i n 1854 , Am I 
right in that date? I have been writing up bridges as special 
articles for the Sunday Record , and have· ritten about the Falls , 
Wi snahi ckon :md ;•anayu"ll-: 'bridges . The next and 1 s t will be the 
Reading Ruilway's stone bridge witi1 structureo preceding it 011 
the same sit • This bridge I have alvmys regarded as being the 
rr..ost graceful :Bhat spans the Schuylkill and ot::cupi es one of 
the most beautifUl sites to be found along that wonderful and 
beautiful vnlley . lirs. ntidham nd her daughter Edna have gone 
fo~ an indefin;te stay, to'heT widowed sister, nee Dolly Dutton, 
alJout 20 rniles from Washington , D. C. Hoping this will find 
you in good health and fully rid of the rheumatism i n your 
shoulder, ! am, 

Sincerely yours, 

_ ........ 
August 2ntl 1914. 

Dear James, 
Your highly interesting letter of July 24--29 carne 
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to hand on Friday aftar~oon, You sur~ly have me gueosing over 
that script~re puzzle, Jiven you years ago by our dear old 
friend Dr . "Evans. If you know the ·mswer , please sJmd it along, 
for I do not want to be sent to !Torristovm. I had a wrong 
imnreqsion reaarding ·;rs . Stidha::t1 s gain~ to live with her 

- 0 sister . .. hile I have known her so many years, it w s not until 
lust ' ednesday nig.'-lt that I learnad she had lllore t.'lan olile 
sister. 11 ])ollie" is the wife of a Baptist clergy!aan and is liv­
ing somewhere in the '"'out!l. The other Gister is a \Vidow and I 
understand is pretty well to do, and lives on the old homestead 
about 20 niles fl•on'l \!ashington , D. C. I wrote n special article 
on t':le :leading Railway's atone bridge , at the Falls , for the 
Record . Owing to the war in Europe (World '7ar) the editor told 
lee thnt he couldn't tell when tile article would oe printed. When 
it .appears I will see that you get a copy. 

So you are taking to the 1:1ovies. I have not yet been afflicted 
with the :fever. I have seen tham twice, on arket otreet , and 
once in ,.,.illow Grive Park; once at Atlantic City , and once here 
in Tio-a , in Temple Baptist Church. That at Atlantic C~ty and 
Teople Cl:urch were advertised as reproductions of the Pass ion 
Play at oberarmaagau. While looking on the pictures at Atlantic 
City the landscapes s eewed very familiar, but I could not l o cate 
the views. One day , some weeks later, \Vhile walking to the Falls 
along the pen.'1sylvania Railroad, I saw a crov1d of men in 
Dr . :J:van•s Hollow (near Fox streat Rnd Abbotsford avenue) , mnny 
of then garbed in the uniform of Roman soldiers , One , a mag­
nificent speci~e of hmuanity, was dressed in a long white robe 
and r ese:nbled the pictures of Christ . Climbing down the 
embankment I asked one of the :nen what the gathering meant? He 
said, 11 We are taking pic tires o"' the p· ssi on Play , for Lubin t a 
r.?.oVl ng picture sho·w" , and in vi ted men to see thei 1 take a 
picture of "C::b.rist 1"lefore Caiaphas , the High Priest" . On the lot 
were a n~1ber of theatrical scenes representing the Jewish Temple. 
I had a talk with the e.J .... n who represented ilie :·essiah, uho said 
he had acted the part in oberaramagau , but I believe he lied . 
Just 'before the p cture was take' .ne called the soldiers to him 
and said, " Then they take .'le before the high priest, you nen 
act as if you were going to give me hell l " I asked him if he 
thought the real llfessiah used that so'Y't of language and his 
reply was "He never had such a C4f0\7d mo deal wi th 11 • 

I saw the picture taken and the behavior before the 
pr ieots was made like one can imagine in reading accounts in 
the Gospel of that event. Looking about I soon became v:ise 
as to t:1.e l8Pf'lac pes I had s ~en in the Atlantic City show . TlE re 
was the little brook, in which John the Baptist stood and 
poured a shell full of water on the head of Christ , in baptism. 
'.rhere was the projecting manhole of a sener , which the pic­
tures represented as the well of Jacob, at which Christ ttalked 
to the woman of Samaria . There in the railroad em.bnkkment was 
a boarded up archway , that was passed off in the pictures 
as the sepulchre of Joseph of Arimathea , and there , too , a 
contractor ' s shanty that the p i ctures said was the carpenter 
shop of Joseph, the hus·oa"ld of ! ary. 

The brook, t1e hillsides , the steep railroad embankment all 
formed an ideal place for taking fake pictures on the original 
Passion Play. The pictures exhi"oited in Tenple Chw.'ch were tha 
sane as those I had seen i n Atlantic City . I saw the~, however , 
after I h~d lear 1ed w· ere the pictures had been taken . I often 
think of those old tim.e raagic l9ntarn shows and wish I 
could get the same ar1.ount of pleasure aut of the more improved 
shows . I guess its ao~ething like eating; nothing see~s as good 



105 
now as it did when we h3d a boy's appetite to enjoy it. 

!Dn rending .1our letter I could not help but wish I had as 
many good things to look back u on in ~y life , as you have in 
yours. Your care o:f your widowed mother , and her fatherless 
children , in the royal vay in which you did it , Vlill ever 
be to me one of the grandest exemplifications of filial 
affection I have ever known , Whi&e your work for ... t:J:+.e cl1urch 
and SundRy School remains une 1ualled. \7e had the Rev. Joseph 
Scht. ert , of Nevtto'\m Squnre C-1urch preach for us tria morning. 
He is a good and earnest speaker . He preaches tonight. Dr. 
Seasho les is some\7here in the Wee t and may be h~r.1e for next 
Sunday . The u~es S . Swartz Bible Class gives a moonlight ex­
cursion on Thurs 'lY ni~"-1t, and on ca turday , August 15th, the 
trustees wi 11 hold a l awn fete on the church law.n. We deci :ied 
this mornins to hold no Sunday evening service for the rest of 
August. Hro . ieand and :1er sister , Elizabeth Peltz , have 
returned fbom -ucks County. ~lizabeth 'a in poor health and 
didn't get to ch rch t h i s nor ning . ! oping this will find you 
in good health, 1s it leaves ue , I am 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R. SlL.'t\OHK. 

P . S. I am going to give that puzzle to the Chronicle readers 
to solve . 

R.R. S. 

Ausust 9th 19 14 . 

Dearr James, 

.7 article n the Reading Railways' atone bridge , at 
the Falls, appeared in today's Phil· delphia Record . The editor 
cut out the date "1856 11 making it appear th tit was built in 
the year 1853. Another error \vas changing t he name of Josiah 
V:Jli te to Joseph \llii te. These , ~'lowever , are hardly 17ort!1 Brow ling 
about . In writing such an articles a reporter has to set aside 
his individuality, hence the presumed conversation bet'"l'ee the 
former resident of the Falls and his imagined companion. 1:y only 
anxiet:t is t:1at the ar(;icle will satisfy you . As the "'und· y 
paper is so bulky 1 clip the article and send it with this. 

e are having a very hot day . I was over to church this 
morning and heard Deaco~ Sc~~idhenner , of Blackley Church , give 
an inte:::."esti ng talk o.n 11 D:>ing One ' s :Best" , baaed on the woman 
who annointed Christ's head with the precious ointment, when He 
sai:i of her , "she has done what she could" . Dr . Seaahole s , at 
las;j accounts, was at hie wife's sister t s home, in on tana, ~n 
his \7ay home . He is expected to reach home a n \ledne!3 day 1 i )lt. 
The church on ,. ednesday night voted to allo-;v the trustees to 
spend $72 in placing a new sidewalk in front of the parsonage . 
Thanks for the solution of the Scripture riddle. It is very 
simple a-rter a ll, \hen one knws the ans":7er . Are you not glad you 
did not go abroad this year, to be marooned in some of the 
war scarred ci ttes 011 the continent? Mr. snd . re. John Hohenadel 
wer e in Jondon at l :1st accounts , and are probably tllere at 
present. I lear-ned on · ed.nesday night that Hohenadel placed 
the electric chandelier over the church pulni t, as a memorial 
to Dr. Stidhar.~ ; a very kind act and a splendid tribute to the 
dear U>ctor . Dr. GordoY1 is preaching in Wilr.lington, Delaware , 
today. TLe last two .:3ur days o~tthe month he will S!)end in 
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Cambridge, jJaeaachusetts . A very active and perhaps profitable 
way of spending hie vacation us supply pastor of Blackley 
Church. Most preachers are too t i r ed to death in their own 
churches, and would die if they did.n' t have a month or two 
vacation, then go off and preach in other places . Hoping you 
are in goo health, and having caller weather than is "on 
tap nerett, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

R. R. SHROI"K. 

August l!th 1914. 

Dear James, 
The only solution to the Gcriptu e riddle , except 

the one you gave r:J.e, received , \:as fro1~ ~·r s . 1 :ary L . Burns , 
wife of Rev? Dr . Charles E. Burns, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church in Bri a to 1, Pa ., and former pas tor of the Iri rat Presby­
terian Church, of ...=anayunk. There may have been some sent to 
the Chronicle office. Hers was the same as yours. I have con­
cluded to take my hat off to you as far o.s merno!'y goes. In 
regards to the stone bridge, ynu rarhcr surprised me in giving 
the date of the explosion of the locomotive boiler . I thought 
it was at least a year earlie~ , and your giving the names of 
the engine:er and fireman who were killed, shoY;s re arkable 
!nemory. I saw the body of the fireman later in the morning as 
it VIas carried f!"om t!le towpath in front of ~rcDonald 1 s office. 
I also re:ae.1ber seeing the blo\m out front of -rcnonald' s house 
and the tubes of the boil ~r sticking in the ceiling over the 
bed on ,,hich :·rs . I~cDonald, an invalid, l).ad been lying. 

They carried her up to :rarry Hagner's house , where the 
family remained till their house was repaired. The pyraoi ding 
of coal cars on the bridge had also slipped my oemory , although 
I remember a stmilar occurrence , hen an empty train going pretty 
fast ·was sudd.nly stopped by a red board signal , tha: about a 
dozen cars pyrar.1ided and toppled over into the r:Lver and on to 
the East Park Drive . 

Everything here is the ~uropean ··ar, and the boost speculators 
have given to the coat of eatableo. As to the progress of the 
war we have no reliable i "lforroa tion: The statements , much padded 
olllt in the papers, seem to be chiefly guess work on the part of 
the able writers, and as as filled with contradictions as to 
not be worth the trouble and t±me to read them. Dr . Seasholes 
got home last ·:onday evening, looki n fine for his outing. The 
truottes l awn fete , Saturday afternoon, was not a howling 
success, too r.1any ~eople 0eing away . The parsonage property 
looks much better since ~1e ce1ent side alk has been nut 
down. It will not be long before a similar pavement will have to 
be pl ced in front of the church,.. as the bricks are badly 
worn. The con~gation h3S arranged to give Dr . Seasholes a 
""elco ne home reception on Thursday evening, in the lecture room. 

! wish it were convenient for you jo come over a d preside. 
:iss Eliz· beth Peltz, acconpanied by her sister , ns . Wieand 

c~1e to church yesterday mo!'ning. She looks feeble and I fear 
her 83 years are beginning to tell on her. I have tried to 
persuade them to either get a good housekeener to care for 
their hone , or to go to boarding. It is t oo'lnuoh foe either of 
them to,look ofter such a lar(l;e house . Hopine you are v:ell , flS 

this lenves me, I an, sine rely yow:o, 

R. R . Glffio:!K. 
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August 23rd 1914 . 

Dear James, 
The rec ptio n to Dr . Seasholes on Thurandy evening 

w.:1s giYen by the James s . Swnrtz Bible Clal::'ls , a fact I wae not 
a•rare of until v:ednesday evening . It was F splendid success. John 
Roy, ,..,.ho b· d taught the claea du::-ing ·Dr . Seasr..oles absence pre­
aided. The affair \las m de the more interesting v:i th a program 
of choice singing and reci tiations. 

Dr. Seaaholea g3ve o very interesting account of his travel­
ing more tl;an 10,000 T!lilco . In clooing he pretlented Roy with 
a fine silk umbrellc1 . Then carne ice cream and cokes. other 
exerciseo follored, but I did not stay to hear tha:. There was 
a good sized ocngl."egation this !"Jorning. 1.rs . ieand and l er 
sister , both being present again . The cement pav~1ent in front 
of the paroonage is a great improven.ent and it will bot be long 
before the side\,alk in front cf tl~e chu ·cl:. \7ill have to lJe 
renewed. From the n .... ws in the papers it looks as if you nre not 
to be gratified in seeing the Emperor of Ger..any crushed. I ah~·dd 
your l'"'st lett.r to my daugLter, an she applauded that part 
in wl:.ich you B~lid YO'J nanted to see tl.e El!lperor crushed. \7hile 
she is a deoc ndant of the Shro~~s ard Shoemakers, originally 
German , she has no love for the ruler of that people . 1t may be 
that·after the JapanAre get after him, his victoriec ~a be 
turned to defeat. So .'fOU attribute your memory to the keeping 
of a memorandur~ book. I have o-~"'ten regretted that I never kept 
one . Had I done soJ I might rave jotted clown data from talks I 
had 'Oithru :fa;Vr.e1 , you!" Uncle James Sinunone , and others, t.hat 

ould "be ve.ry helpfu1 tone in gettin up !1is..,orical articles . 
I have alwa)s thought your Uncle James was one of the best 
i nforr.1ed men - have ever h< d the pleasure of rneeti ng , ·md 1 
have never 1 et anyone wllo was nore uccurately posted on local 
history th n m.y father. I thought of a little incident yeaterda~ 
\ .. hich may be in eresti ng to yoy . Several ~~ears ago , one day in 
February, I h d an errand on Second street below Vine. It was a 
stormy day. I \ore rather a sr~bby o7ercoat and a1 old soft hat , 
and rub1)er boots . In walkine up Arch street , I fou"'d nysel:f in 
front of the .Betsy Ross builcli.ng, a1~d thought it would be a good 
ch;.nce to see the interior . Walking in , I was r:Let by a young 
woman. When this talk took p l ace : "Is this the home of Betsy 
Rose?" I asked. 11Ye:?, sir 11 , was the reply. "Is she in?" I 
inquireC: .• "Why no . She is 'cadl" "You don't say so , why that ts 
sad neo; .. s. Then did f:"re die?•·I have never seen any notice of 
her deat:t in the papers". 

"I do not know when she died" , said the lady , "but it vms a 
long time ago \" 

At this point the secretary , John Quincy Adams , came from a 
rear room , as though to relieve the young woman . He glunced at 
rnen, <-m d I have ah1ays thou{rht he took me far an escaped 
lunatic. I, without no tieing :his excitement , repeated the 
questions to hin , s solemn~ . s I could, with the result that 
I soo1~ had him "up i n the air ', by in"isting that he tell me 
when and how ohe caroe to die . I then e~ sked him queo tiona about 
the house and whether he was sure that the first Americ <m ~lng 
was m~de there by Betsy Ross , before telling him wl~o I wac. 

As soon ns l .. e le rned I was a repo:-ter, he calmed do\'m and 
gave me a lot 6f what he claimed \7as historic faets about the 
flag. I do not know , but t:hey gave me a lot of pleasure which 
I wished someone else h d been there to enjoy. 

Your remember Thomas Wendell, I su pose? He Viorked in 
Sorber ' s carringe worko and r.'ls :rri ed ~~ s. Powell, a ltlember of 
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our chu-rch. He told me ore day of an experience e had when a 
boy at :Ulton, P::l . The schools there used to have spelling 
contests rnd "!;he erea test J;Uni;::;r_'llent a teacher could inflict 
upon a schol~r '1as to prohibit him from at+erding the contesta . 
Ton: was a crack speller , but did something for which the 
te:tc:her took,his name :fro the school class ~nd. told him not to 
.o to the contest . It vms winter and. everything covered with 

ice after a cold rain. On the night of the contest Tom stood 
on the top of a hill , which fro.! his desc1·iption was much like 
the hill in front of the "'"'crest (Breck) School , but the "~ilton 
scr~ol was at the bottom of the hill. He otood there ~ith one 
foot on a log . The teacher c1Jr.1e along slo>:ly ru.aking his \Vay 
dovm &he hill obliquely towar ls ~he school house . Tom gave the 
log a shove , that sent it rolli~ do~n •· e hill . It tri1ped 
the teacher , \Jho also ro l lr;!d t o the bottoo and escnped injury. 
Tom wished othern of the boys could have been with him to 
enjoy ~he fun . This is not news but m~..t prove injer estinu. 

\/h at u relief there ie t o the weatuer . I t makes one f'eel 
today as though the ''hole world wao his friend . A more sultry 
sticky ueek than the one just past I do not remember ever having 
pasoed t:b..rough. 

Dear Ja.'lleB, 

Hoping you are well, I am 
Sincerely ~ uurs , 

R. R . SEROBK. 

August 30th 1914 . 

I am very glad you rambled s you did , for the 
letter was unsually in tel3esting and entertaining. In ri ting up 
Charles :{: . Sorber, I looked only upon the bright side , 's you 
are probably aware . He has always been a peculiar person, nd 
very much for himself and yet , a jolly good fellow . I never 
knew he had 'but one sweetheart , Virginia :~atherson, whom he 
married . I re.1enber pretty Emma Timbers. f'he was married to 
illia~ Taylor, who for years u a head carter at the laboratory, 

and widely kno'm as 11 Bill" Taylor; His father , James ':'aylor 
was a r ivnl with John R. Johnoon in hortre doctoring , a skill 
which Bill acquired to such a degree that he T; ao for ye rs 
superintendent of the Rodge Avenue Passenger Railway stables a t 
Ridge t·md Columbia avenues . I always regar ded him us an un:1olished 
diamond , for he was ns tender hearted a man as I have ever known. 

I do not remember when she (Emma Timbers) died. She had tm~ee 
daughters , two of whom were twins . All three 1i:ere members of 
our church and ·unday School . ~he eldeot daughter was married 
to Joseph .. ontgor.1ery , of \!1 ssahicko:1 , where tney now reside . 
One of the twins ·was ma:-ried to George l eredith, and resides 
here in Tioga . The other (daughter) be anrae t.hv1 wife of Ytilliam 
\ ilson , son of Dr . Jose:.,)'!l ~ . \-ilson , and I believe tney are 
l.ivi"'~ in :rorfolk, Virginia. Taylo:- n rried again. Ye ..:~.:.ed in 
1889 , whiJe residing on 22nd street , ~elow Cle3rfield. Broma 
Hoy+ 't"1.S another ""'alls belle i h y , but who • e t · 11 to 
amaa.n ye· rs later . She ruarJ..1 ied Sylvester Snodgrass, of Panayunk. 
They becnme separated. I r.:1et her in a Germantown avenue horae 
c:tr 20 or more years ago . G 1e was ahabbily dressed . I learned 
she was living \ith her sons in Tioga , and subsequently 
occnsion~lly met her . One day I called at her home, when she 
told me that she and ~ylvester had become reconciled . They 
lived toget.1er some years 'hen she died. She '7 s the last of the 
fa .ily; Claudina, l:..z_ , and- ary Little , ~o pass mvay. 
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Your mentio 1 of Edgar Russell Smith , and other J.em~Jers of' 

the family awol-:e pleasant r.1emories in ry r •. ind. Yea, I re1.:1er~'ber 
the excitement caused by "Relle ' 3 ac!hident . Poor Bill , I al\Yays 
lil<:e him, and am sorry '1e allOVTed ru 1 to get the best of him. His 
father could get intoxicated three times a day , 'ut never above 
.ia neck. He used ~o ca:l Char~ie ~orber over to the old hotel 
porch (F lls P.otel) and would say to him , "Charley , help oe up 
the hill there---old legs of r.line are drunk again 11 • Tt.:.e last 
ti e I saw Edgar and his brothers was in the William Peni1 House 
in est :Faimou..''l't Park , of which ~ .eir grandmother , :·rs . Ho!'ace 
' • (S i th) had ~harge . : am alad to learn of tnei:- doing so well , 
I always liked "Little Dick11 and to me there was always a good 
side to his father. After Horace had published the life of 
hi a grandfat:ler , I asked hi one day, how the book uas selling? 
11 Very olouly" , was the re~)ly . "It has, however, provad to me 
that there are a very f~ · educateJ. en at ~he Falls . Only two. 
James S . Swartz , end old man T i a sot . They are the only two Tiho 
have shown sense enough to buy the book & 11 I have a copy of 
"Smith's Works", which he published as a memorial to his father. 
The copy I have, 'Iorace pr sent d to ray father. Dr . SticL"'lar.J. gave 
me a copy of Horace's rrHuts for Future Historians to C1·ack", "'and 
to be very r~re. ~ rene~ber one instance concerning your Uncle 
J:unes oirnmons . One day 1 bought a pocket edition of Pottock ' s 
"Cour se of Time 11 • That eve nine. : uas c. t your house or' J:":. i -~e a venue , 
::: e.1ov ed the 'o ok "!.o your Mother, and your Uncle begnn talking 
of it.., contents, Pnd asked your other to read tl.e part referring 
to the hypocrite, wr..i ch he quo ted, Subsequently, your mo th.er, in 
speaking of the instance said she wona.ered if there r;as eny book 
her brother \.as not acqu ir. t d '~ th. I have ut a dim recollection 
of your cousin '\7tlc was in the .Rebel ar1.y , und canrot tell l.hether 
I saw him at your house, or heard of his being there. One time, 
'\hile in the city with Harry, I went to your Uncle's home , ,·rere 
\€ had sunper. I then met n young man. I think hiE n~ e was 
Edlmrc:i . Harry intlloduced me to hi.1 us his cousin. You and Uncle 
George Simmons came to the hou e wr.ile we v1ere there and I remember 
h · o <:cling l al'Y hov.r she m.o de out on the witness stand, and whether 
ere \m·~ frigttened. You m~y rec<l:'..} tJ.e occasion and Yi-Y she 
had been a \:i tness . 

~vents lorg foreotten :re mrkened 'n on~ ' s mind and the 
pact ceeme turned i'-to tL.e liYing present. \le live over again 
the occasions that broug!1t us joy or sorrow, an at times feel 
per .... ctly satisfied in recalling tr.e old tiroe experiences, even 
though some of the makes us aad. There are :r.1any reCl .o:-ial days 
'hi ~h \, e cannot help but remembering. Like Shakespeare' a ghoot 
they will not do\n . 

I wished while at. church this morning that you were :present 
to here IT. ~ensl~les . He pr ached o Those ne~lmo; Self , the 

t eri · 1 v or:d, and 1o d with the spiri tu· 1. He a tar ted out by 
lEudin Gl dstome , whose greateness u s due , he claimed , by 
his thinking xx:t of and serving God . Loter o ne said , "Of all 
the r.1en wb.o haYe occupied the Presi ·ential chair , at \'i'as':ington, 
I do no.!; suppose tl:e:..·e has been greater than\ oodro>7 \ ilson, wr.o 
at id the great excitement of tl:e times is calmly purouin_; after 
pe~ ce even when his O\m !Jarty is against him" (Good for Seasholes) 
S range isn't it what different opinions different ner Lave of 
the ·a e inaividunl. I fear that Dr . Seaaholes buses b;s opinion 
o~ '.,ilson's religior more than for l ... is stotesmanshsip , und ::: was 
led to \'wond r whether the Doctor is not a Democrat . He is all 
right as a preacher, but I fe<:!r },.e L s uomethin ~ to learn about 
politic or state~.~~ehip. A yenr ago we coll d him to the 
paotora te. He accept · d the cnll on condition that it be for one 
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year. That year' ill expire v:ith September , eo I suppose \,e will 
have to reneu th.e cull ut the next church meetinm, \7hich 
will be held on Sept ember 9th. I have l~ fear but .., hat t1 e church 
\"ill cheerfulJy rene\7 t e call, cl ·hope he \.ill co ly , should 
the call be repented , but I hope it will not a[:;Elil" be limited. 
A grent deal has been done during the year -f'or t'1e better .ent of 
the churc: :r::1a terially, · nd some fifty neu me. bers have been added. 
'J'he congreeatio s have been son e\ 1 at large1·, end the people seelll¢ 
col':~tented, so, per:Ropally I khoTI of mothing better than to have 
the pastorate continued. 

The :..ethodists are getting ready for t::e ir fall rally, ,,hich 
will begin September 2 th. Bishop lTeely , Tllo:y d Tomplcins, nd 

other big c;uns re to ta-ke part. ' e i7ill h£·v ~ to look out for 
our 1 """'el<:!.. The Presbyterians have called a "po ... -:er :ful" preacher. 
These addl¢ to the importance of our holding on to and supporting 
Dr . Sea, '1.ol~"s, of v;e desire to hold our gro4Jlud. 

I h d a letter from Jacob during the 'eelt, ir.; nhic!! he told 
me of .•ou:- aending hi the article on the stone ".:ridge . I will 
stop lea t I weary you, or i.:Jpooe too rnucl au your time. 

Sincerely yours, 

R. R. Sl-''RO~X. 

Septewber 6th lS 14. 

Dear James, 
Your letter Yiri tten late o n Friday night reached 

me yeoterday afternoon. I am sorry you have lost sieht o:f so 
meny of your books, for I kno\7 you had: a valuable collection. 
J have 1ot a large collection , but I like to keep what I have 
o n hal ·1 • I do not know how many I have loaned t:b.at have never 
been 1 ett.:rned. f:ome o-~' my dearcct friends have in that respect 
proven themsel~es to be good bookkeepers. I h ad two copies o:f 
Charles Hagner's History of the Falls of Schuylkill, until I 
met Dr . Charles 1'" . ::ills , nearly ten years a9o , Ythen he asked 
whether I could tell v;here he could get a copy. I h d juot rc.oved 
·n ·I told him 1 h d tvo copies , ancl wouJd present hi:m wit~ 
one if I could find them. Hy daughter knew just where they were 
and I nail ;d one to him t:b-J next day. I do not recall anything 
that geve 1e more pleasure than to be able to :fu:ni3h hir:1 with 
a book he wrtnted, and he appreciated the gift . I never read of 
hear of Richard Penn f.!!nith , but what I think of what he said 
to my father a few days before he died. ?ather thought a great 
deal of him, and \Vas often in his company. One day he came home 
ard told 1 other he had been to see Pen.""l Smith, who h, d no fear 
of dying. Then fat er Y:ent or to tell wl"~et had ha_pened , as 
follows: "He said, 'Dan , I a.>n t;oing to die , and before I go I 
want you to see v:ha t---legs I have to go to Hell with t 11He then 
re~ched do\7n and uncovered his legs for father to see . I have 
never !~gotten how father looked wher he care hor:1e that day . 

e was horrified by what Smith had said. I agree with you 
concerning 'irs . !'ary Little being the beet of the Hoyt f3mily. 
ihe was differe t from the o the:::-s , and \"laG liked by all who had 

any anquaintance with her. lEy mother had a cousin who was 
married to a ; elson .. oyt, wl1o in the early dnys of the Lehigh 
Navigation Company , ;·1as connected \'l'ith i in Easton. He hnd a 
eon i·elson Douglas Hoyt , who uoed to come to our houoe to 
spend hi r;- ..... ,..hool vacations . Daniel Hoyt met him there one day 
and on learbi~ he h· d no fa the:::-, adopted him and he lived with 
him about a year, when he went back to his mother. Daniel Hoyt 



111 
always claimed relationship to mother, but ~other always 
thouttht he was mistaken. Her cousin Hoyt come to the city in 
the early forties :. apprentice his son, \ illirun , to i:erricka 
~oundry, and was never seen after the papera had been signed. 
ibat became of him has ever been a mystery and I suppose always 
vlill be . 

Dr . Seasl10les conducted the communion serbice today for 
the fi~at time since :ay. He culled on me , on Tuesday, ~hile 

y folks were out. We had a talk on the porch and I asked him 
about continuing his pastorate. He does not want a formal call , 
ht~t. \"'ill continue. This m3y be all rie:.ht pr viding the church 
is satiofied, and I think the embers will be. The matter will 
probably be brought up on ' ednes day night . If it should I will 
offer a notion to tr.e effect that the relationship be continued 
witl1out any limitation. From what he said to me , I believe he 
does not ·want to tie hinself down so that he would not be able 
to keep up lecturing. I sup ose he realizec Po muc~ money 
froM that source than from preaching. I wonder what John N. 
Oreen V/ould say V"ere he alive , and a pnstor would decline a 
for1.wl call . I'm thinking he would object to having one any 
other way. Green , o.:Cwhon I have a little sketch in the Chronicle 
you \iil l receive this week , was as frank in exprescing hie 
vi<iV!S as anyone I have ever kno\m. I remember one of his argu­
men ts, "A pastor can leave ithenever he wan to to, but a chnrch 
has to ctay" . J'ersonally! feel that way, but will not press it. 
Sometimes I wonder of the chu!'ch, and I menn the chu!'ch in 
general , h s not d.ri ftcd away from its original p:-ac t i ce , by 
hiring a pastor to do its tl'l-inking, cr t cause it to "±ink 
upon such li~s as ~i~ht suit hio fancy. t has boen a long ~hile 
since I listened to a discourse that in truth might be call~d a 
serreon. There is little in them to satisfy a hungry soul , or 
to lead to the conviction of a sinner . Sermons , like those 
· atkinaor. , Clark , O!' Richards , used to speak. Their hearts were 
filled with the consciousness of their responsi bil1 ty, end 
from the abundance of t heir heart , they spake . The people not 
only liotened to Vlhat was spoken but obeyed. Then tl.ose preachers 
carried t heir serrr~l"ls w:. th them on lea~ring the pulr:;i t , by per­
sonal appeals to the congreaetion; not only that, they visited 
the houses of the metlber~" a d spoke of spiritual things. I may 
be an old fo ssel , but I cannot help longing for tl:e old time 
religion. 1 ext ~·und"'Y is to be 11 Pa trio tic Day" , also the au turanal 
rollyins day . Don't think I am growlil1g . I only say wllat I would 
like , but will do my best to keep thi11r·s going at the 4church, 
even if things do not suit rny vi e\·,s. Your menticn of the ... ·imbere 
led me to v1bnder of any of them are li \"ing. Hone are . t,.nless it 
mirtht be Silas, Jr ., vrl1om : have not seen or heard about for 
years . Hoping you are well, I am sincerely yours , 

H . R . SHROEK • 

........ .._._ 

Dear James, 
Sept~ber 9th 1914. 

Your letter of yeoterday arrived at noon . I have 
made a brief notice of the death of 1 ra . Jennie Stone, for next 
week's Chroricle , my space for this week's i sue being filled. 

I have no recollection of ever hAving seen Hrs . Stone . 
At the time r. Chesshire carne to the Falls I did not attend the 
church, but spent my Sundays t Clldi ng the toll gate fo!' my uncle 
Robert T . Roberto , so that he could go to church. ••Jennie" as 
she was known to the Falls was married and left the Falls before 
I reeurned at tending serviceo late in arch. I always thought 
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a great deal of Tillie , and recall how badly poor ~red Hyneman 
was ami tten by her charms . _le confided i n me and one day asked 
me to compose a letter for h i m, to c:Ppy , telling her hio feeling 
to\7ards her . I wrote as strong a letter as I knew how , and it was 
gushing. Fred copied it and mai led it. 'fter he had dropped it 
i n t he letter box he said he would have given a year's salary to 
have it again. The letter was delivered , and most polit*ly 
ansv·ered in the negative. of cou:r-se , ] aud, ae she is now known, 
never dreamed that I h d helped ~red to express his love to her . 
I never told anyone about my connection with t:b.e letter, but 
you:c sister , Tillie, hnving d~inB a visit told her of the very 
beautiful letter :Fred Hyner:1nn had cent :.er, ('O ::: told your sister 
all about it , poar Fred having passed to a better world. 

I l'.cve known quite a nUlnber of clergymen, bu1t never felt 
t h e name high reagdr for any ns I did for 1 r . Cheashire, who 
baptized me <. nd pu::>hed me forward i n church wo:'k. He believed 
in putting converts to work • • uch of the tiJlle I would be out of 
work, I spent v.-1 th hfm i n his study . I have a copy of the minu tee 
of the Bride;ewater Association, i n '.hich is printed a sermon 
preached by :::r . Chesshire, while pastor of the Epptiot Church in 
ontrose, SusqueP~nna County. He r~ving ma iled me the copy of 

the mfunutes . I tl ink as you do, regnrt.i!lg JJr . Seasholes pustornte 
and expect, should the matter come up tonight , to simply move 
tha t the relationship be continued. Jly opinion is that he ia willmng 
'to stay but does not want to be bound. I hfve ·.ritten tria tod y 
to prevent any ch nee of foTgetting to return the clipping . ~~e 
waa ther here today is cool (:no ugh fol~ wearing a light overcoat . 
Hoping you a~e iell , I a1 sincerely Yours , 

P . rt . S!!ROSK. 
P . S . I have h::1d just h d a talk over the phone with 1:rs . J . G- . 
Walker . Dr . ~alker is suffering fro~ a cold , 8nd could not hear . 
I told her of your inforrr.ing me of the death of :.u-s . Jennie 
Sto 1e ; she asked me if I had herrd of the re-marriage of rs . 
Stone ' s brother , Caleb . Of cour<Je , I hadn1 t l Lrs . Walker hear d 
of it at a meeting she attended todny. Weddinga , births and 
funerals ~ften come close together in some r~ ~lies . 

: .:""1- . s . 
__ ...... 

s eptember 11th 1914 . 

Dear James , 
I did notice that Caleb Chesshire ' s name was not 

mentioned in the sketch of hin sister , •rrs . st.one . The last time 
I met him he told · e he 1a ~ t he only nenbe r of the family rerr.:.ain­
ine i n tl e ~aptiot churC1h • .dis mother wan living then and I 
prec'UJ!lE:d she had been lured from the fold . 'y first intimation 
of '.:'illie 1 s leaving the church was given roe in the Eastern 
nen,ii tentiary, by a prisoner fro :·ontrose , who was serving nine 
years for second degree murder . His nao e was J!'federick \ arren, 
Rnd hio father w .. ls a lawyer and a Universalist prea cher . }'red 
1 as one of my assiat.ms in t1 e 11 brary, ~nd '\i as abri nt fellow . 
One day ! acked him if he knew the Rev. John E . Chesshire? To 
w: i cl he replied , "Yeo, 1 know him well, th· t grand and good old 
m~n . Hy father and he ure war.n friends , and oay h· sn ' t he a fine 
loo -"ing daug}'l..)ler, "iss : aud Chesshire?n I told him that the 
Chessl~res ha d but two augr~ers , Tillie and Jennie. he. he 
told :E'le of Tillie ~aving clwge · , er nan.e to aud , upon her becoming 
a member of the :mpJ.sco:-nl Church, e11d said she had joined the 
'!':lpiscopals to plea e a young m; to wl::o. she \"~s untlerstood to 
be engaged. Caleb los his first wife about the time my wife 
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passed away , 10 years ago, 1 st l a:J . I bad not heard of his 
second marriage. 

I went to the 'a s resbyterian Church lr s ":. evening 
to get an account of the installing o:f the new pastor , Rev. Sam­
uel ... Steckel. I did not remain to the serbice . Walking to the 
police station I sto,ped in ny cous n 's, John M. S~XoP~'s 
dry goods store. Ee was ?0 on Ju~e 19th. I will be ?0 on October 
18th. Du~irg our talk je told me that Dr . c. K. uills has a great 
deal of trouble 'i th his ·eyes, and is using the 1 s t glasses that 
can be made for their relie~ , and that he is unable to read. I 
feel very sorry for hirr. , for :e has always been an ardent reader 
Hnd an able writer . 

The question of recnlling our pastor was not brought 
up on ' ednesday evening , so I sippose the relationsl:.ip will 
continue. He will , however, in my estir.H3. tion be only an acting 
poster , after the· first of October. Personally I think the 
churcl, should take some action to legalize the reletionship. In 
his talk Dr. Seasholes looks ahead in tC.e -ruture to tr~e work 
to be done , just as though there was no limiation. When the 
tssociation meets in oct..>ber he will prol1ably ne mentioned as 
pastor of the churdh. Can he 'e legally u less the church says 
so? is th quention that is botherirlg me . 

There is to be a maso meeting in c~rgeo Park toBO rrow 
afternoon , under the auspices of the Church .l!'edera tio"" of the 
21st ard, snd vicinity, when Rev . Dr . Stough, a Billy Sunday 
evangelist, is to deliver his address on "Booze11 • I object to the 
church going into the lt'eceration, but it voted to Ito so at a 
meeting at which I was not present. I may attend the mass meeting 
as a repor~r , but I have no oynpnthy for snectac~l~r evangelism, 
or oky-roc'·et enth'Jlsiasm. Such movements work upo !1 the emotions 
of the people w: tbout doing much pennnnent good. After the 
excitement is over one is forced into thinking o~ the saviour ' s 
question: "~~ere there not ter cleansed; but where are the nine?" 

I sent D!" . HO'.'·ard L . Green a CO{JY of the Chronicle 
containing a cketch of his father. lie acknowledged it yesterday 
in a very grateful letter. Tile Dr . is located in Bridgepo~t, and 
tells me hio busines io prospering. He conducts a drug store in 
connection with his practice. I aluays regArded Howard as being 
the brightest of the three boys. Horace is something like his 
father, but 1 cks '1is fighting qualities. He s eems to take offence 
in a sulky manner , while his father would let people know just 
how he !elt , and stick it out . Dinner is announced , so oodbye 
-ror the present . 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R. SHRONK. 

September 13th 1914 . 
Dear James, 

At the close of this morning's ser~ce Harry B. 
Bir~in read tee annual letter to t~e Association. He also 
states that the years for which Dr . ~easholes was called as 
pas tor would expire at the end o,. t._ is month. He then moved 
that a cor:1r:littee be appointed to (:onfer with the pastor regard­
ing the matter. Befo.re the •. 1otion was seconded I offered as 
a substitute that t_l}e present relation be continued and it 
VIas :passed 'li thout a desenting vote. So that matter is settled. 

After the benedi:!tion Dr. Se·~sholes said to :me quietly , 
11 The Lord must have directP.d you in making that lJl.otion. It was 
just the right thing to do" . He eeera.s satisfie'i as does the 



114 
people . Under the cir cu.'!lstances I believe it was the best way 
to settle the question . on coming home Hrs . ~lieand co~uplimented 
me by saying , 11 Shronk, you are smart , and you did the r i ght 
thing in offering the Ylo:Cion" . 

I suppose you saw the motic e in the last copy of the 
Co~~on· ealth , on trLe death of' iss Eliza Jones , sister of Rev . 
cnry W •• Jones . From t e notice she , I judge , was a very good 

•:oman. 1 rs . \ iea:nd told me that :iss Jones liYed •li th her 
brother after he had lost his first wife . At that time I was 
employed in the penitentiary, and l ater with the llount Vernon 
ission , in ~rorth !.:anayunk , and. did not get to many of GUT 

church services , consequently I did 1ot get acquainted with 
~ r. Jones' a::.ster. I always liked ·r . Jones , but thoug.~t he 
was not the right m8n to take charbe o~ the church, when it 
hnd so r:1uch of the Free ele 1e·1t i'1. it. But he did his part and 
did it well . I went up to t!1e church federation mass meeting , lin 
Gorgao P~rk , Roxbo!'ough , .festerdny afternoon , and heard nr . 
Jl . 'l . Stough deli-ver his address on "Booze 11 • It was a p0\1erful 
denunciation of the liquor traffic. There v1ere uoout 3000 
present. The old, old story of rum C3Using most of the pr i son 
convicts was :-eiterated. While in the penitentiary, fro:n 
per so t;L:5lly in tervi '3Wi J1g the prisoners , while ac t.:.n.g as moral 
instructor , I fo und that but a small percentage could be traced 
to drink. It may be different among :prisoners in county jails 
or houses of correction. Hoping you are well, I am , 

Sincerely yourB , 

• 
Septe~be~ 21st 1914 . 

Dear James , 
Yo~r hi~1ly interestinG letter came to hand in 

ti!jle to be read at my so ~i tnry br cakfast table this aor :'ling. 
Ae to l~ra . Chesehi:::-e having left the 1apt ist Chu::-ch, all I kno,., 
is :fro u what Caleb told me when he said he was the only Baptist 
ill tht! family. He s'"'id ~lotj.ing about his other , but as she was 
then alive I inferred tl1:1 t he included her. After :readi~1g your 
letter I felt gl ad I hPd not kuown Eliza Jones . I alwayo fe l t 
sorry for Rev . Henry \1 . Jon~s , and ae you say , h e had a hard 
up hill work at the :Falls . He was very kind to my mother , when 
father died , and durin,s his brief illness . You rcT.le:nber l1o'T I 
used to drau the Sunday School lesson illustrations on the 
blackboard , wi t:h colored challcs :provided by you? Of ten whe·1 
engaged in that work --r . Jones would be in the church and fre­
quently he had to encoU.l'l ter the Free :feeling. Se cer t aL1l y 
brought about a mrmonious chnnge . I h:.td my own tro'..lble wit!l 
Jfree . Ee was a betrayer of his beat friends , and a trait or to 
the church. It was a l ong -l;ime after he left. that some of h ie 
.... ollo\'lerc would speak to ~ne . I shall never forget a state.~e 1t 
made to me one day by Andre· J . Daymon , Free's greatest champion . 
The day after Grover Cleveland's f.:.rst election I y•as i n the 
office of the little paper published by • illiam Gif"'ord . I took 
an old woodcut , dr ew a crow lying on dieh on the ':lack of the 
cut , and then I went into a '.vheel\vright shop , 'borrowed a tool , 
and cut away all, the wood outside of the drawing. I then got 
Gifford t.o print me so"!l.e c::trds \71th the words over the cro\v , 
"Republican Thanksgivi"l,h , ala Democratic" . I gave the cards to 
1.Y Dera?crat;i::: fr i ends . On llW way to the Reading Railvray station, 
that n:J.(;h t , I meet :Daynon :11 n his milk wagon , at the top of 
Spencer street (Calur.1et) and thoueh we had not spoken for years , 
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I called to him and he stopped his horse. I tllen gave hir'l 
several of the cards . After ad.Jniring the~, he said "Robert, I am 
glad you stopped me·', and with tears atreru:ling down his cheeks 
he continued, n~ want to apologize for all the harsh words I have 
:Jpo:l:.en agai:1st you , and hope you will !'orgi ve ree 11 • I foU.."ld my 
own chee::s wet , and with hands clasped renewed our old time 
friendsltin . Be then 1:ent on to tell me of Free's contemutible 
action towards ~s daughter ~izzie, uhose life he said he bad 
ruined. n ' e have fo~r-td him out to our sorrow , and will have 
notjing elae to do i7i th hiin11 nere his pa::-ting words. After that 
t:e were l!triends up until his deatl'!.. I could tell you much more 
about his perfidy, but what is the use . e both know hi~, to 
out so:trow. 

There was no limitation to Dr. Sensholes continus.nce . I 
do not think he is usin, tLe church ue an accomodation , but at 
the same time he is able to have his children attend ::-cho ol and 
college. He told me , the day he called at 111y house, that he had 
decli "led a call to a large church in San Francisco , and \lOUld 
not entertain a call to a church in Chicago , sayi ·1G he prefers 
to co 1.tinue in his lee turi ~1g and to hell:> build up the weak 
churches. He is certainly earneat in hie work at the Falls and 
has already done ~.1uch good nnd is particularly attentive to the 
sick . He began t'.,ir-> "l'lonth to devote, ednesdny evenings to teach­
ing :Baptist belief, very ouch in the nature of Deacon Abbott's 
Tuenady evening Bible Class , a line of instructio:l we all need 
es:pec~ally t~e you.."lger members . Dr . &tidham'a sermons we~e 
highl.!f inte!'esti ng aYld instructive , but they seldom touched on 
the trut..lle upon whic:1 ~:1e chu:rch ia founded. Hanna was t!1e :fiirst 
pastor, since Chess~1ire to feed the flock with strong :!!leat . Do 
you reme nber uhen at least once a on th Clarl-:: and others -preached 
doctrinal sermons? It would be a good thine for Baptist churches 
if the custom was renewed. In the Sund'JY School, :""r. Abbo~t and 
'viargaret l·orison and yourself taught Bible truths to the children 
in a way tMt n de the scho lara familiar with Script Jral Baptist 
doctrine. suc:1 te')c~inge urre done wvmy with when the int:ernatio·1a l 
lesoons were i~troduced. The les son slips took the pl~ce of tl~ 
Bible in the ''und<1y School . one l ed eeday evening I was very 
much pained al1tl sur11rised itl seeing a grown woman hunting for 
the Epistle of Ephesus, in tJ1c front enU. of the Old Testar.1ent . 

I have ibeen patiently awaiting the appearance of Dr .. 
rille' book and like you, hope he will publish it before his 
sieht gets too poor for hi: to do so. 

I had not trouble in rending your "bl7oken u::_'l letter" . 
Hoping you are .vell, and tllat your nerves .:w.y never explode I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

R . R . S~o:::K . 

Septer!lber 27t!l 1914. 

Dear James, 
Your letter o::' the 25th wldch you began at 10 .. 30 

that night , renc!te"l ::ne yesterdny morning , in time to be read at 
the breakfust t able, :hf not with my coffee. \7hen ray doctor ordered 
me to do \Vithout sugc.r, of which I was r)assionately fond , more 
tb.a~ a ycur ago , I tried to take coffee raw, but it was too 
much for me , so I substituted wann milk for breakfast . I have a 
peouliar br~akfast, but enjoy it very much. It consists of 
a good sized dish of grape nuts , softened in cream, a saucer of 
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sliced pe ches , \7hen in seanoL1 , and stewed evaporated peaches 
th=- rest o:f the year , a slice of toasted bread , well buttered, 
and a cup of ·~arm milk . strange as it may seem, if I e0 t anytlu ·'lB 
sweetened it is distasteful. Uncle Billy Roberts and ::)r , St1d.ham 
uoed to tel1 me I like ~y su~a~ stained uith co:fee. nhe~ I 
discarded euc;ar I also stopped eating meat and wl1i te potatoes , 
and the only flesh I have eaten since is a small service of 
~ish once in a while, and a small piece of cl~cken or turkey. 
Comparing the year of deprivation with any other recent t•·elve 
months , I have had as much enjoyr.1cnt from t he meals and feel 
a gre3t :lertl bette:-:.· otheruise , so I shall continue the simple 
eatina , 

I hud heard of your being at the -r.-alls , a week ago this 
evening . Cousin Belle Vlard, told my step-daughter , on- onday 
while telephoning to tell ~e you had been to church. Si nger also 
told e on \!ednesday eve:U.ng how ~ladly you had surprised him 
and others. On Saturd::1y october 17th, I expect to have Dr . and 
llrs . Seaoho les, "ties Elizabeth Peltz, and I~ra . Wi eand, to take 
tea with me , and I would very much like you ro join the'·1. It 
will be n simple little party, given me by my daughter and 
step- daughters , siiJ.ilar to those I had while Dr . Btidhara and 
~y siater Elizabeth ~ere alive . 

In telling me she hud set th date , mt daughter asked 
if I couldn't have you joi(} us this year. I am glad you baar(l 
Dr . Seasholes•a ser mon on "Will the End of the World ~ome in 
October 1914 , or 1915?n T!lat ia tlle \7ay it was announced on the 
churc. bulletin boa:rd. I told hL lest su·1day morning that !1e 
was going to preach on a subject he knew nothing about . ::e 
frankly acknowledged that he didn1 t , but said the air is filled 
with it , and that he had been requested to rea~~ on the topic . 

'lb.at ··;ord re uested , renlind me of dear old I:..r . Chesshire. 
I used to spend a great deal of time \Vi th hir. in his study in the 
chu1·ch and on several occasions he regretted having been so 
busy that his sermons for the coming Sund:Jy were not completed . 
One day I asked hh:t how it would do to repeat a sermo :;;1 he had 
recently preached. When he said , "Rob, thnt is a good idea. I 
will preach that ser on again on Sunday eveninJ" . 

On Sulllllay nornin~ he announced that he hnd been requested 
to prer1ch the sermon ae;ai?l . I have nl·nays had a warm spot in m:y 
heart for r . Chesshir e . He h·1d not pity in pushlnl~ me forward 
in chux·eh work and vould , during his absence , give me a list of 
sick to attend . One dPy he showed me half of a ham he was 
carryine home and spol~e of the high coast of living . He then 
suggested that I shoul:i try to get the Financial Board to get 
hi a donation. The Board ~et ut your home of Ridge ave1Aue the 
next 1eek. I m de the sug~Jeation which was taken up . After the 
other members h· d 1-=ft and while I tarried to enjoy s smoke 
with you , you asked ,.,hethe::- ·:r . Chesehire had 1ot eked me to 
get up a donation , and I , o'f course, acknowledged he had . As a 
result we gathered $7 5 and tile ni&.11t 1:r . Abbott preoented the 
purse , - r . Chesshir e acted as though he \Vas greatl .l surprised. 
Then it was that he told me he \7iahed he had fifty young men like 
me in the church . He wanted . ~e to study for the .rainistry, as did 
·rs . Sarah "'tvans Rich~rds, -mu Rev . Clark B. Oakley, pastor of 

Enon Church, ·which I frequently at ten ed with I rs. Harmon Lake, 
at the time I was suffering fro 1 a chronic sore throat, caused 
by being struck on the Adam' s a ple with a townball bat, and 
was afraid that Q:fter ueing other people's I:loney for the edu­
cation , I would be unable to preach like Hev . Steinman was . 

Years after\7:1rd , 11hile Rev. Emerso'1 ..1\..."ldrews was visiting 
the "i'alls , he advised me to let m,y beard grow as a cure for m.y 
sore throat, as he hnd cured himself by the same remedy . I tried 
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it and vms C01'1pletely cured. But it was then too late to th ·nk 
of being educated. You ilill observe that I have n~ai:1 drifted 
in to our hnppy past , 'lr d !:10pe it wi 11 not weary you over r.r.1ch. 

1i th best wishes I a.ll, 
S~ncerely yours, 

R. R . SERO:,.-- . 

October 3t'l 1914 . 

Dear James , 
I was sorry to learn of the cle<l tJ'. o.f you:r cousin 

Kate Pennyp·cker. :·ellie told. me of the sad event l ast \/ed­
necduy night after prayer 1~e ting . I :h. d met Kate a m.u-nber 
of ti·nes in your old home 0'1 Ridge avenue, as I did her sister 
'"'allie, both of whon were ·roble young 'vomen . At that tir.1e 
James Pennypacker always i -~·essed me as being a consistent 
Christian . Thus it goes , the years pass, and take fron us, one 
bJ one, those \:Vhom v;e love . \7e form new acquaintances , and new 
friendship:J , but they are not like the old ones . Th.t-" t is one 
rec.aons why we like to call up the past with its precious 
as so cia tiona. I often wonder l).~men who re- t'larry are able to 
forget tJ.1e past . If they do not there must be a. co pari son 
going on in their reinds :regarding the no\f and the then of 
their experience . I also ilonder what this \VOrld would be· if 
it were not :'or the :religious cor:lforts we have. '\7hat a terrible 
thing it \70U}.d be to bury loved ones ui th r.o hopes o:' a 
resurrection. Having t!lat hope we can look forward as v;ell as 
backward , and are comforted . I also learned on · ednezday even­
ing of the death and burial of Griffith Abbot :Boardman, a son 
of my half-si~ter sarah. He was forty some years old, but 
never marriPd. , ·md had liv-ed ·;i til his brother , Robert , on now­
man street. uptil ny eyes troubled me I used to Dead the 
death notices in the ~edger every . o rning, and then knew who had 
passed 8.W'!:>y . &i.ving my eyes leaves me in ignorance of :n.any 
things occurring. I aD gradually getting rid. of my bladder 
trouble nnd hope soon to have an increase in vision . \lith other 
churches throughout the city we complied yesterday with 
Presidl:l:nt ·a lsen's request by obser·ring the day as one for 
prayer for peace . I a 1 a finn believer in prayer, but there 
are nome things \ihi c .... to me seem presu:nptioua , to appeal to 
the Al mighty . He is a·ole to overcor-te the \?ra th of men and of 
kings , and will do so i·l His orrn time and way . Praying for peace 
ought to result in our being nore peaceful and more opposed to 
strife . _~"any of the wa:rs recorded in the · ible we:re God's means 
of :punishment , sndwho VJill deny that -e has not a purpose in 
the war now raging? I have no objection to the President putting 
himself on record , or even using such a means to make hlmself 
popular , but forced , or ordered prayer is not devotion. (Seems 
like a biased Repuo-ican vieupoint) 

11 Prayer is the soul's desire , 
U:tte::.·ed and unexpressed, 
The motion of a hidden fire, 
\ hich tre~1blee ii.1 the breast. 
Prayer is the bu:cden of a sigh, 
'J.'he falling of a tear, 
The upward glancing of the eye 
When none but God is near" . ' 
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There is a Bood deal of talk heEe in :Philadelphia about 

nr.rhe Gr~?at ?..evi val a , w}'l-.ich, it is tnken for g:::-::mted by many 
cl1urch people , as co!!ling this way . Some are hard at work organi­
zing a :Billy Sunday Caza::;>aign . Fran Dr . Seaoholes talks I infer 
ti1at he is in favor of such boosting or spectacular evangelism, 
and skyrocket enthusiasm. '/hethe:- our church will be drawn into 
the moveuent or not , I cannot say, but it ~ill not with ~Y 
approval . \/e J:1ave gotte'1 alone quite nicely during the past 
yea:- without any show o"" exci te-:1ent. T·wo young wonen are 
waiting baptism and othe!'s are interested. We take a good 
report to the r" .. sso cin tion , which begins its 207th annual 
sessions to orr~..\1, in '1oxboro ugh Church . 

I am glc G :rou :think favorably of t he little part;:{ my 
daughter is arranging :'or me on the 17th instant , and hope you 
may find it convenient to be present. Hoping you are in good 
health as this leaves ue, : am 

Sincerely yours, 

H. R. SHROHK. 

october 12th 191t . 

Dear James, 
:his old city is baseball m.:td again tod?y . : am a 

little affec·ced :nyself . So far as to call up the ne'l""~p~pers to 
1 arn t 1e latest score , but not enough to either .,·:ager any ..... oney 
on it , or to stand \7atching a a co reboard. Is it not i1onderful 
ho\7 so many can affo~d the time they spend, watching the electric 
score cards? I am told the p~nmbrol~ers did a la!'ge business last 
wee.~ i·1 loani~g money to men wishing to see the games , or to 
bet on the result . I feel that gill'lbling is not con.fi 1ed altogether 
to the outsiders , and that t:1e players mi :;ht be t mpted to :pile 
up huge sums for thenselves . I went up to Manayunk this afternoon 
where I found the postoffice and bank closed on account of 
Columbus Day , so I will rn.ail you a Chronicle :fro 1 home . 

\'iha t a long dry spell of weather we are having . Everythil'lg 
in the country is burnine; up for want of rain . Some o-f the wise 
ones attribute the dry spell to the wor in :::urope , while others 
claim that the vvar:a. wett:ihher we nre having is due to the Panam..-:t 
Canal and its influence on the Gulf :3trea n. . I am not scientist 
enough to see why either chould be tJ.·ue, so all I can do is to 
act wise , by saying no t hing and listeni ng. The war news , like 
the wea~~er reports , are not very reliable . One reads the ne~s 
and t..'l-J.en uonders whether it is true or only the work of abl e 
reporters. I attended three of the six sessions o~ the Baptist 
Association last ·r.eek , at Roxborough Church. ::>r . -:acArthur , 
who I presu."!le you know , is a wonderful man •• I < 'iddress on 
"The Twelve .Baptist Apostles of 100 years Ago 11 , was a !n3stergul 
oration. In it he said he ""ear~d ~aptist are losing backbone . 

wish he had bee:1 oo=e expl i.cit and e::>..'"J)osed some of the •·.eak­
nesses uhich has taken posseooion of too many ministers who preach 
11 courtesy11 • In the Permanent Advisory Council I have had goes 
(?) with a humber of preachero, and h· d the honor of being called 
an old fas:1ioned Baptist , by Dr . Rowland. The report of the 
connnittee o:-1 Unificatio:1 of 3aptist \'7ork w s oubraitted by Dr; 
Rosselle , when I was not preoen:; . From coronents upon it , it seems 
to menn a change in ::Saptist Government. and is to be considered 
~t a ~pecial meeti·1g of the Asco0i:1tion on November 19th , in the 

e or~al Cl).urch. I was appointed on the Comm.ittee 0 .. 1 Pl ace nnd 
Preachers fo r the n "Xt meeti ng . When the time caz-.1e to report I 
was the only raem.be:r present , ~nd at my suggestion the moaerator 
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appointed others o ~'l the Co1mnilt tee. We h·ld two invitations; one 
from ~ethlehem Crurch, and the ot..'ler from Zion (Colored} Churdh.. 
'"le decided in favor of Bethlehem, and named Dr • .a:oore , of Zion 
Church to preac:1 the Introductory PEl'mon. I felt so::.1e pride in 
being named on the Cor::.":littee, but tore 0::1 account of the church 
being honored than personally. I do love to hear Falls of 
Schuyl~ill Church named in any of the large gatherings , a love 
I nave had eve::.- since I became a meobel· of th~ dear o ld church. 

Dr . Seasholes p:::.-eached a fine sermon yesterday rc.orninB 
f o the text: "We All Do Fade as a Leaf" . He is well up in 
botany , nd knows how to make hi!'lself clear Vlith a very few 
wor de . 

I am looking ~or,mrd to Saturday with great interest 
when Dr . ~nd ~ra. Seasholes will be at my little party, and I 
hope you may find it convenient to join them. Mrs. .i eand 
expects to be here but is uncertain about her sister Elizabeth 
being able to cone. This is rambling and sort of newsless 
letter , but may interest you a little. Hoping you are well and 
that we T:l.AY see you on ')aturdqy, when supper uill be served at 
six, I am , 

qincerely yours , 
R. R. s··Ro~.,.K . 

October 23rd 19~4 . 

Dea:- :ames, 
T r~ve gotten into the habit of nri~ing toX you, at 

least , once a ·.:eek, anci it's a habit I do not care to break 
myself away from. : know of nothing that I enjoy more than 
receivimg a litter fro!!l you , and learning of your be bg well . 
I regard letter- writing as a recreatJon, and you cannot tell 
what a relief it is to the other writing I have to do . 1 often 
think o~ ~~e laborious t~ek it used to be for me to ~Tite a 
page in the old copy book in :~r . Hackie 's school. Do you 
re.1ember how particular he \vas in having the boys hold the pen 
in a proper angle , and bow he used to sneak up behind and crack 
t e boys on the hand, who ilere not holding the pen right? I 
won 'er hor1 many of us are as c!lreful now in holding the pe11 , as 
·ue h· d to be L"l those glorious ol ::1 days? The last time I met 1 r. 
Mackie wno on a Sunday afternoo , in the early seventies. He 
had charge , as minister, of the :.oly Trinity· ission of the st . 
,Tames the Less Churcu, which r.1et in t:O.e Old Acade.:ny Building, 
and which- r . Powers, Thomas l~oore , and others turned into 
Grace Refo:::.-:ned :!piscopal Church . I overtoolc r. : ack!.e that 
day in front of our chUl'c!l , os he u s on his \7ay to the Old 
Acadmny . At firs~ he did not recognize me , but ~~~er looking 
me o·;er he asked "Are you not one of the Shronks? 11 w:1.e'1 I told 
hi which one I was , .tle said, "I hope you are a better man than 
you were a boy! :1 

I enjoyed yom.~ being at the church s er~ice on Sunday 
morning . It made r.1e think of the days gone by. I was also ,.l ad 
to be at the ''undQy Schoo::. session. I do not often get to go 
anywhere on Sunday afternoons , but nent there on invitation of 
Harry inkin . \/hat a pleasu:-te it must be to you in realizing 
the high estee;1 in Y:hich ou are :1eld by the church and Sunday 
cchool? It was hard f'or me to repress the emotions which filled 
my heart, as I sat in the Sunday Schoo l roo 1 and thought of the 
many loved ones wJ1o once helped to fill the roo:r1, but who are 
now with the :.ord. :Jr. Seas,.olen as nbsent on· ednesday even­
ing. He had gone to Johnstown on J...odge business. '..:'ha service \V~s 
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l~d very successfully by IIar:..·y BinJ(;in. Billy 'unday Trailers , 
~hateve~ that means , ~our of ~he , are t be at the Falla Pres­
byteriun ChU!"ch on Sw1day evening . I sincel'ely ilope our church 
uill not be dr wn into the excite ent . I met Dr . Rowland last 
eve· ing at the ~irst Germa apti +, urch's new edifice at 9th 
a d - uzerne stree~s, Tiilere he pre ai:ded over a Denol:'.ina tional 
Brotherhood serv· ce. He asked a· out ou and told me of your 
being 11r sent uhen he :preachea in the Fourth Churc!.:l. I am glad 
you ot to my little birthday party , and I d not care how soom 
- shall have another one . F~ping you are \ell, I am 

Sincerely yours , 

R. R. SJIRO TJC. 

:To ve a her 3~d 1914 . 

Dear Janes , 
'"T'1 is is one of tl...e finest election days , so far as 

the weather is concerned , · have ever k11o\1n . So :f'ar I have had 
little to do , but I expect a b at night in getting returns fron 
the ""'our wards t! at make up my neus district , t..~~ 21st , 37tJ:l , 
43rd nnd 38th. They take u; the terri tory from 5th street to tile 
Schuylkill , and fro Le}J. g· .. avenue to the county line , Upper 
Rox orough . Ea'"'t of "Broad stxeet it evtcnds to c-usquhanna avenu e . 
~art~~atel. with a telephone i the house I can get the news from 
the four police stations w· thout uc 1 tr~veling. 

vaur re-"'e~cred i-- a recent letter to the time you \,ere 
induced to allo\7 your name to be used as a candidate for Cou .ci ls . 
I lived in ·'"ana:Tunk at t. e time , and uould have beel1 depri-ved 
of votin for you. felt at the t"me that you 1 oul' n:akc a good 
ouncilman , and had no fear of your be ng controlled by hat was 

then known as 11 T1 e Ring" , and yet I was e:;lad when I lea!"' ed you 
h d withdrawn . 

oar Bill Stevenuon t l!l often t ink of hitn and ho\7 he used 
to work , nd his gr~ut dislike for Catholics . I 'VO!lder v:: at he 
w uld thiruc if he y;ere no"v' alive nd see a rnajori ty of Ca. tho lies 
a t'1e police force ? ·.li ·th all his political trickery , he \ as 
always frank and true \'ith ne. It uas throuGh hil!l that I took 
such n active part in the Judie-" 1 ConYention , in 1870 , when 
':::'hor::~: s K . Finletter was no:r.1L1a ted for Cor.:nnon Pleas judge. 

Bill died of a b· d disease . Just before bds death he 
sent for e a d got ne to write a1 a peali g letter to ·rs . J . 
K. Uhle~ . Dr . u(ller had borrowed ~1000 fro llrs . Stevenson , 
uhic· sl e had saved in a · uildi society. '"rs . Uhler com lied 
'it· t e letter and seut hi. , in three re ittances, nearl D:.aJ.i' 
of her husband' s indebtedness . 

Joseph _ • ~orison ;·· s buried Jmst }~rid.ay fro~ the hone 
o.t' is br6 ther Frank , on Q,ueen lane. He h d been in t..lle ··orr is­
t'OYJn Asyltt ""or . ore thn:n 30 yearo . Po or fellow L he ' as a 
ro isin~ boy. It ~ust be a aati f ction to ~is relatives in 

lmO\,ing he is at rest . I stn enoueh of insanity during the 18 
man ths I was e .. played a the Peni te ti ry , to make me feel 
that I would be lad to bury any one near to ne afflicted ui th 
it . 

There was a general exchange of pul )its on bunday 
evenin.,. , i p t""1e Fall s , and tl e 2ls t V r , t rrf' g d ':>; the 21st 
ard C a:r ~·ederation . Dr . f'cas olcf' pre ch d at Ebenezer ·~ .D . 

C'.u::..~ch , ·anayunk , \·:bile Rev. P.obcrt Fetherington , of VJi ssaLic}·on 
~ ~ E . Chu::ch fill d aUJ.~ pulpit . I did not het r 1 im. 1J.a t a 
dl ~fer cnce t ere is o t. e tre· t nt o t· e ap Liatc 1 y the otl er 
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de1o in'tions tow at it,. ~len Rev. ~ . JHdaon Clark was 
pastor? I often think the ch· 1 ce 1 benefi tte ot:ters mo!'e than 
it h· s us Baptists . :_op.:. ... you are \'E:ll , , nd tru t ~ll things are 
ell V'i t' you , I am, 

Sinc~rely yours, 

• R . SllROEJ:, 

'P, •• I C'"ll ~d · t e u·oli cation ( · ptist) office this afternoon, 
to eta copy cf t~e As~ociat~o IinUteo , but they are not yet 
out. I had"' ·orief c:1at with you:L~ frien , lJr. E.o· land. 

R. R. S. 

·rovcnber 9th 1914 . 

Dem-r James , 
I h d your letter ~t th breakf rt t~ble on Satur­

d y r:or inp;. I h~d seen you!' n r e ir print ir tl e Co.~JO!'l\:ealth 
· n · wac 1 d yo:.:. happened to 'e preoent ~t \'·,lkor 1s fo:ctietr.. 
annivcroary. He hns h d a :ona •nd succe ~f 1 pastorate and I 
hope he may be spar ed to rou d out t~lf a ce tury. ! do not 
:· o o any ~ pt.:.::;t .. i±:ni els tl"'t 1 ::ve ini"'tered to a c urch 

lo s he n ..,_ ~e io one of the "'"'<'~lls boy"~ '1 o : ... l:'d honored 
the little old towu. John !umpetone, altlough 'born in England, 
be an his l'emarka·~le career at the Fal:.s , ,. ere he \.as • aptized 
5 Y r"' co t is ccr.:inu ' ·. ter, d like alker is so._eii.. t 
i debtee. to ne~ con A".)bot. J)r . e o les i'"' anxiou to · a-ve 

ur ps to e co e ever to ou.,. cl urch o or near t _e anni vel·s··ry 
of his p+is .... Pe!'hapt> o ~ c help in e:.ti 

i:: ere i 11, hoY eve::-, · e very .... e\ of' t o "'e ' o ere tl en rne bel'S 
to reet hi , as os~ of tle · ve ee c ll d ho~e . 

I '\7 ke t no e yester y thl:Jcugh a seve:."e pain i t, e 
re io o · tle 1ft ::idney, Lich C' every sud enly on ::'riday 
ni ·ht . I suffered most of SatUl'd y <r. y sterd<'y, bu·~ am feel·gg 
better to y. I prestu.e it ' a & cold . A cold, you kl 0\7, ·1' ays 
8lo s itsel .... i t e '\e~kest point of one's body. I h· d for more 
tl...c. n a year been taking a glacs o~ porter every night before 
retiring. The porter rar: out 1 t ueel~ , nd :~ thou[9lt to try 
"oin 'itl:out it. TL.at !" i ... t. ... ve h d sornething to do ·it:. t e 
trou le. Anotle:t" box of porter has bee order·d ,nd I CA!)ect to 
r ume t: e bitter draug} t toni t. 

- send FOU herev;i 7.h a little rticle I :_ d published in 
ye"'te:;..·d Y' s ecord . - erhp~s . ou rer...em er the din e!' . _ r. Chess-
• ire s:tarteC. t• e subscr .:.ptio list v, i tb ;/2 . I ·7 s a ma. be1• of the 

ener 1 co 1 i ttee . ·e ' !'"I deli te en to 1 :bi t: e co i ttee 
\oul ot need his contri ut~on. linless Samuel ~te~art is alive, 

n I have not Leard .r hi1 -for ye, rs , I arn tl e only oe ber of 
the co :!..ttee left . Ste\· :.t, \l e1 I 1st heard o~ hin, u o in 

sol"ier' s ho. e, ::. thi k i Vir i h. Ee ,. , s n peculi..,r rn n 
'ould ar ue ; i t:t a signbo· !'d s t e oaying goes . 

I have al\;ays tr..ought the church made a :mistake in 
excluding him. He had acted as a ~all bearer at the funer~l of 
:am s orison, w: o died of s all pox. The doctor h s ac..vised 
the carriers to take a drink o~ whiskey. sa~ complieQ and like 
otoer 'eak .ortals repeated the doae until he bec~me drunk. 
""hen he provec. himself nn ugly an ~nd beef' 1e pro :fane . Green 
heard hiJ7J. cursing and brought the case · efore the cl.urch. tewart 
·nd io f· ily the went to St . Ju~es the Lese. 

:'he c u::.- ch Tiill en tert· in tl1 e •0 rth,"es t 'aptiot f'o cial 
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Union on the 1 th, vhen a dinner tnat couldn't be bou,nt in a 
rea taUDnnt for half a dollar uill be served for 80 cents . An a 
chu cb ~.e have a re:putotio:r· of givin, the est dinners of any 
i tl e -~nfon. _oping you nre rell and ui th respects of the 
.family , I am, 

Sincerel~ yours , 

Noveober 12th 1914. 
Dear James, 

·.:our hi ;hly inter E :: ~..: 1 e t ter car e in tine for 
the breakfae t table ::JCS djer dny r .• or ing . I have often wondered as 
to wlat became of the mith gir113 ; Pe ep ~nd elle , and their 
brother , Bill . I alrays had a hig!l regard for ~ e you g 1 dies , 
one of whom , elle , I believe, lost one of her legs, by being 
rtu over o the old -o ... riotown Railrond . I never l.ad but · 
speakin acqua 'n tance vii th e · ther • .!.y 'l'ife knev. -nelle and often 
spoke of the sad accident . Her sister "allie Shoe aker (S ro k ' a 
wife's sister wa one tin:e a "flame" of ich~e:;. Arnold , Jr . 
Tl e :toem~kers lived on ain street , anayunk , and' er e neigh .. 
bore of the c:oomers .famil:;r, whose home occupied the site o the 
Rending ·i l".Jay ' s pa<>senger station . Le\- Borqui n..:. ·ike 
Arnold used to tr 'p to 1 anayunk together . Lew m·1rri od . iss 

omers , vnd ir after years had to keep hie \life's other and 
tv1o sisters. At the time D workeC. for .Toh~ H. F.ichar~ , ~he 
}'rench artist . Drs . orners an daugl ters rented par.., o his 
house . \That became of Len? I heard that he '\me in the la\7 ·cook 
bus ... ness on \ a l nut a tree~, and had gone tl rough moe t of h i s 
sister , Gr a c e Town ' s , oney be .... ore sl:e c.ied . You reme~ber Grace 
wit the bright l ack eyes and pre~ty CUl'ly head . She . arried 
Colonel us "'oun d·.xri the Civil \iar , tl.rough correspond~ng i n 
conplinnce to a request p ublished in the · averly agazine . mhey 
met · nd marric•d while he w2s hol'i:e or. · furlough. He returned and 
·ao killed w:>on after re-joining his reeimer.t . Sallie Shoe aker 1 s 

father and .other were ver strict ·et'odiS 4 S and they o ~ected 
to a son of a hotel keeper calling o•, the 1l" daughter . '.:.'here i s a 
n ry atout a ring which ,a~r ir.tereat you . ..... al l ie C'hoemaker 
had a gold ring\ ... th a red stone setting . Arnold took i t o"f 
her .... inger one n~ght . On another ieht while at your house , your 
sister got tl:e ring from h i m. Rh~ pl ced it on · bureau i her 
home . Harry fpund it there the re:..:t ~ay and slipped it on his 
finger. One evening he loaned the ring to e an ~e ent into 
swim in the ~chuylkill, at the Laboratory hnrf. ':hile i Ghe 
'ate~ +' ~ ring sl ipped fr01 y finger and I suppose is otil l 
lyin ~..; o the bottom of the l~iver . I marri ed the sister of the 
first\ "tlrel' o · the ring , an1 \''ho vms tl:::.e original oTiner , she 
having loaned. it to her sister cho tly before ."lr no l d bon·o\;ed 
it . ':"ne \hole a f'.t'air has always seemed to .e a strange OOincic-
ence . 

One o "" my first recollections o-: ill Smitl las vhen I 
firot went o the :Forest School (Breck cho 1) One day after 
t e sw~ r vacation I saw· l "rge peir on one of the trees in ­
tlle lot above tl e school groun s . I cli;nbed the tree and 'rought 
t e :peal· ~o,m . ho\7in it to ("!owe o""' the boys , Bill came along 
an· of~ered me o cent for t e par . I dt dn ' t r-ant to part 
t itl it , neitl er did I like to refuoe him , eo he got the pear 
<md I got the big copper cent . 

The chur ch , ·1t my su gestion l ns..., ni...,ht , deci ed to 
i nvite Dr . u p tone to be present on Sundny .... orn i ng , December 
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27th, which is the nec.rest '"'undny to the date of hio baptism on 
December ~4th 1864. Dr. Sec "holes and you "ere appointed. a 
corami ttee to get him to coree.. Hie sister I!rs. Lorenzo Goshow 
of Roxborot<g!l will also be sked to be present . I \;ould like to 
learn 6 early as po~sible should be deci e to come, oo as to 
give notice in the Qaily and lee 1 papers, as I shall consider 
rny~clf a co~~ttee on publication. The orning service I presume 
wiJl be given over to the d1stinguished celebrant w..:.th con ratu.. 
1atory re arks ~ro.m :he pastor, yourself and ot era. 

Dr . Eaton, c~ ,.adison Sqauare Church, lectured on 
...,uesd YYlllight i·1 the -o::-t: ... .,....ranch Y •• ' . c. '"'. Building, at 
lOth street and ~ ehigh avenue~ on "T. e · aking of a · an 11 • I was 
not there but I h1d a talk VI th him on the phone after the 
lec ture. TJ1e C'hurbhes ir.: this v cinity including Lehigh Avenue 
Bap ti at , l. Spencer ' s churcl , hnd formed a churcl:.. federation 
lyceum, to )rovide entert·,inments for the yom·g people, to draw 
rsray fror.J. the t:blood 0nd thunder" movi eo ~md vaudeville shov,·s . 
~r . ~nton's lecture was the f'irst of a serieo to be given during 
-:' fall and winter . It lookn as though the Germane still have 
the best o-"' the rea t · ·ar , and that there are some gigantic 
li~:rs 'following the 1,re1 ch rnd 'Ti'nglish llr'.iec. One ca."' scarcely 
believe anything printed about the '~ar. Hoping you ,,r e n~ll, I 
a stickir.g to ey toddy , und feel it ic helping rne, but it is 
anythine but agreeable to take. \7:tth regards of tl e fa ·ily, I 
a.1, sincerely yours, 

R . R . SHRo:;K . 

eve ber 15t 1914 . 
Dear Jomes, 

I had your highly interesting letter , at the break-
f· s t table yecterday r.orninf3. · t foun' me feeling pretty ..,,elJ. 
again. This is one of t.":.e gloo. i est c.ot.n ys I have known for a 
len,. ti e. ?.ne rai is welcone 'Eo the far· ers in the c~untry, v1ho 
have h d to drive t.teir horses n c ttle long distances to 
water, but here in the city, one soon gets a plenty of it. The 
day ic so dark tr.A t 1~)1ts hnd t be lit in the church this nol·n­
:l.ng. Perh· :ps after the pools, creeks and wells are fille we mny 
h· ve some more seasonable weather . While I enjoy hot '' ea ther 
and \'/ould like to 3.i ve '7here tl1e temnerature would never reac. 
the freezi1c point , it is unre aonnbie t~io time of the year. I 
have just h d to liRht a light to see to continue 1.rit1ng, 6 
a da·rk cloud n:nde it il possible for me to see the point of the 
pen . There \ ·er p very few out to church this mornir..g, the rain 
a-~'fording a splendid. excu~e fo1· mn y to stay home. ':he '"'or b·est 
Baptist ~ocial Cnion, will hold ito annual autunn meeting in 
our church on ~uesday afternoon a d evening. Supper ~ill be 
serv d at 20 centE a plate . :Bi~ i , who tokes a \7arm interect 
i n the Union anci represen"Cs the church in it , announced thls 
orning tha\. the coo1i ttee needs 10 to pay for the provisions 

for the supper , ~hich look"' as thoug1 the patrons are to ge't 
mere than their money's worth. 

Preparations for the Billy Sunday campaign will be 
discussed. I have no objection to people tal·ing part in this 
spectacular evangelism , and hope they may me spurred up to 
taking a more active port in the regular services of the church. 
As to the converts I fear it will be a rcpeti tion of t.'l-J.e old., 
old story , in few of the becomi·1g members of JJaptist cl1urchea . 
I, p;ereonally, so not approve ot' un.~.on revival meeti;~g .... Our 
own little church never !1rorper...,,1 ore :,1 · 1 it did un · _r 
Rich::J.rda, \!a tkinso~l, rJlq~~k, o ~ Chesshirc , all o*' w:1om J>l'eH.ched 
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t'•e truth, the whole truth and nothing but ·the truth, a!'ld 
exci-ted the opposition of other denominations. 

~he ch~ir h~s preempted Thanksaiving eve~ing , by announcing 
a muoicale for that ~1i · t in the church . 

Have you reqd the re)ort of the p il delphia Association's 
cornmi tt e on l.Jni "'ica tio 1 of Baptist ' o rk , :published in this week ' s 
Co om7ealth? It is to oe voted on at a special meet:.•1gs of the 
Associ tion to be held Thursd y ni ;;:1t , •·ovelhber 19th, in t.'l-}e 

er.1or ial C!lurc:?.,:B:~:o<td and ·aster streets . I have ::'ead pa-·t of 
t e re~ort . ~e p:an , of adopted , an questio the right of the 
ssocintio to adopt it, uill nake gren .. changes L1 Baptist 

Chu ch goverll..'T.ent. I 1 my esti "'tion it will place the varied 
activities of t .. e c lUl'cfu in a pooit:!..on to control t' .. e cnurch , in 
pl ce of tl"i.e churc· ... controlling th • I also fear th~t the 
clergy:t,e 1 are !1 ving too :r; uc to say regarding the churches, \,ho. 
tney nre paid o serve , and not to control . Dr . :r . lheaton Snith 
used to s· y that he fe~~red the ch 1rch was ge:tti 1g to have too 
la"'y le~;;;os and ari~s . :-othing i 1 my Jind would increase the 
efficiency of the chUl'ch more thnn for the membern to liv-e u·) 
to the coYenent , and r eguln.rly n ttend t e pl' · ye:;.4 a.1d other 
services, Tlle ~t··e·1gt:_ of the chtu•ch nust go fl'o the center 
to the circu.'nference, to be of 1 sting good. Another t.'ling I 

ol<: pti,., 1 a· out is the Association's rig!lt to legislate 
s or rules to gove1"'11 .. , e churc' .. . OriBinally the Association 

.,.o .... ed "or . ut·..13l encouro.se .nnt of t 1e stl'U0~li:1g churches. 
t , ho' ever , w s be"ore the day of so ~a1y societies \iit 

t1 eir ;ell pa · d secretnries. One o"' the o t interesti·lg 
en tureo of the annual meetings as tr.e readi ·1g of the letters 

fro the d.:ff'erent c~ w:c' a. vf rece t ye ro it h s been found 
t t too uch ti e wa ta:E!en up in r din t e letters , con­
aequentl that intereating p rt o.l' t e prgra \.as diopenoed 
'17 th, s e·"e the ... o::.-ni ,g se e s:i..o 1 of tl e As"'oc ia tion . ,entrali ze 
the c 1Urclle-- , and ·:l co·'L'r1ission ca o all the \7or'k , except 
co 1tl4 i · uti·r~ the cash , • h1 c.'l 'ill be :i. ft to the chl..l!'ches ~o 
do , acco di g to ";he su::1s required by t:ne 1Judget sent ou-c -..,y 
those in control. \7!1a t che reenl t of the special meeti ·1g will 
be we will have to wait and see. 

Ed\d:1 Singer is suffe1•in rom a no tl.e:c spell of heart 
a ' l ment , and wus una·ole 'to be out t'•is orning. He suffers a 
great de 1 , and I am qfraid 1 e i~ none too careful with his 
eating. ( Sinee:.: l i 7 .::d about ten yeal·s lon(!;er than Shrank) • I 
rill ce se my ro~line an· subecribe myself , 

Your~ sincer ly , 

.• R . HRO"iK. 

!1ove cr ~d 1914 . 

Dear Ja es , 
I \as nuch i terested your letter , ·r...ich I :had 

a th bre ~raot ta le yester ay , as to tbe c. baoh, \ :ri.ah -..1e 
uocd to c :.: calla·:·- bas!! . TLe Centur ~ !)ictionary gives illus­
tratio s o.,. the way t:1e h r shell · s co -ved. Your .Jother called 
the prop rly as gourds . I u~cd to li 1 e to d.r .... '1,. out of one that 
used to hang by the old ho. e PU"'1p. I cannot , however , agree 
to you r3tt1i ~ your brnims , no o:;.1e used to rattle 'the seeds in 
the ho llo\' calalJash . 

I have ne;rer ~-novm a J>l'" cher ··:ho I rcore eljoyed listen-
4n •·o .. ,.,·t "" \11 "'· s ·•· d 11, ~ "' ul.:. ..., • ea ~.;0.!1 • nll. .. n , · n I never ... or et the r.lel'ciless 
,. · J i \l.t ic:1 he bombar ded · "illia:1 Hu.r.1ps to 1 e \Ji th questio 1s , the 
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ay he m1 be ... ore the counc.:.l for ordin tion , or :10,. Hu:npstone 

r .... 1 e with Scriptural qualiations. Yes, I re em.IJer the old 
sorrel horse and 1•a tner delapidated ca::-riage in which Dr_. Smi ti1 
used to ride . 

the ':'e 
was i 

nd s 

I h d rather a peculi r experience one Sund· ~.:.. evenin'"" in 
ple B pt:.st c·.u·c:., 22nd and lboga streets . I r;!:.ink it 
188'7. I heard :Jr. Smith pre ch i t~le morning in our churcn 
hi dr. e Emay after ... -e service . It' as undc:::-stood he 

preac again in t...e evening , i1e did. Upo 1 re chi 1g 
ho ~as told that it as announced t the was present to 
pr ch tl at even.i.·1g i!1 the Te.-ple C. urch. I concluded to go 
he 1· him. \Then I reac:1ed the c 1urch every seat wos fill ~d but o. 
fe\ near the door. One of these : occunied. 

John .- . Evf',., s, y·ho I think you know , 11ho 'a a greu t 
sin er , a te:pped to the plat for , nd at ted t 1 at the cor1.rn.i ~tee 
h d m de a istake i 11 a·1nounci:ng .:;)r . mith an bei n, too ,late 

::.o get anot' er p~·eacher , they Hould have a service of prayer 
~n igi n,.,. . He mu1o unce d a hymn , read selection of Sc:::-ipuure 
and then said , "We nre not ns badly o~~ as I supposed . I oee 
:Brother Slu·o·lk sitting n~ar the door , nd T know he will help 
us out ·rrit1 an addresc •. As I ;r.alk r, 1, the aisle there c<=~me 
to 1~y ind a serr.1on w •• ic: ... l"r . Paddlef'ord h £1renched \<'hen he 
'i· a candid te .:.n our c.1u:·ch , at t..~e time ''r . Jtidhau was 
fi s t c lle -. TLe se:-·1o was o the text 11\71. -. -:'nink Ye of 
Christ? 11 It cane to me s :pl 1 as though \ r i tten L1 a book . 
I told the congregatiol'l of the sernon , i pressi·1g itself upon 
me and that I \ ould repeat it . I ; • ighly co pli 1ente' after 
t e oerYice o navi·1-· suc~ a . . e ory, but it s not a c se of 
m ory it , 1a nore of inspir tion , for I coul not have re­
pe ted the reci t a: . I heard :Jr Smith pre ch hi sermon on 
"The V st Undone" , one ... o:::-ning in our c urch ·1d l1eard hi 
repeat it a :few Sun aye l ater i 1 the me ple C .u:rcb. . I !)Ti 1ted 
a synopsis of it i1 ~he ee:ly Guide , \hich I then ~dited 
and have it somei7here i1 the house. I attended the adjourned , 
or spec a:!. r.leoti'1,:; , 0~ t.lJ.e Philadel;>hl.'l As so ciatio~1 , i ·1 the 
~ e Ol'i 1 :J urc' J. , n d \'·~'"' th only mess engel .. fro ur chu!'ch. 

h"'re were 31 ........ ur c:"leo :::-epl .. sen ted bcsi ~e the -"i ve frot'l the 
1"'orth P il deln i~ Association . The re }Qrt of the Cornmi ttee 
on Unificatio:l.Of Baptist \'ork wao adopted ·af~er so~"!le i po..,.t·-tnt 
am ndr.lenta to the recommend· tiona were m de . It 11 as deened 
advisable to merge the Ctty .. issio 1 and the Per- anent Advi~ory 
Counc~J ~ec use o~ the ~or~or bei ~ incorporate~. and:holding 
a n belt of endoYnnen ts, so it \7 s decided -~o fro n an organi zati on . 

Your \7 il- find , I tl.i ·1' , a full report in 'I is week ' s 
Co onVTeal t:h. I fear t:1e \!hole thing will be found to be 
i pratic ble . \lliatever io done ~ill have to be =atified by 
the individual churches and. other organizations inte!'ested. 
I found Dr . Rowl nd to be a ver. c re ul leg s l ater , and feel 
th t \ · th such me. any ... o e •. en t would be safe . A.'1d yet I cannot 
help but f el that ~- e onl real solutio 1 to tl e !)ro· le:c is in 
each cl urc .. and individual me:~.,__ - ~.iv ng up to the coven· nt 
vo~s , n t e tP.achi~g of C.rrir · • hat is anted is an earnest 
"con tendin ~ .,_.or the faith once ~ vered to t e saints". 

Dr . Seaaholea p.~eac .ed a J:' ne Thanl:sgiving ser .on this 
.or in i i c. he co par ed Pre!·i cnt ilson wit'. ~ashington . 

T think he is a l ittle too uch stuck on Wilson . There will 
be t .. 1e usual "..:'nion Thanl<Pgivi g sel'Y'ce o 'hurS.day. It v'ill 
"">"' .,..._eld in t e (:Fallc) !~ethod'st Church , a the Rev. Sa:nuel 

• ,;teckel , the new pastor o-f t e Preabyterli:in ChurcL will 
c1. the sermon. 

'veryt: in· he ·e in -illy un y. A li .. tle too 'lUCh for 
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y indi vi~ ul bel.:. ef and I run sorry Dr . Seasho 1139 is so 

enthusi stic . :'1'1 t·,.,. Chronicle I \7ill mail you to ;JQr:::-ow is a 
little poom Ql1 tile firet page ''A Robin' e S n " , \ hich I thin'c 
you r!il1 apprec:!.ate. I do not kno\ •ho rote i't , li t its 
senti~~nt is fine. 

I 1 arn~d last eve ing while c lling on rs . Uieand and 
her sister Elizabeth Peltz , that Rebecca Uhler is t~ying to get 
into ho~e i 1 -·est p:1 il delp ia. I \as under the i r.pr ession she 

v1a pre tt.>' well to do, ·md n rorry I as !!!is taken , ·_y ink is 
bad, which accounts for t..'le blurred' ri ting . With bent' ishee 

Sincerely yours, 

R . R . SH.R0:1L 

~o¥ember 29th 191 4 . 
Dear James, 

I missed yo'll.r' usual letter at the breakfast table 
yeoterdoy morning. Hope no illness or any other unpleasant 
thine; prevented you from writing. I kno\; of nothing that gives 
me raore enjoYl~ent than the correo ondence we have been holdin.,; 
with ec:ch other. You nre tl e oniLy one to \7L.o I ·m-it~ regu­
larly and there are but fe\7 to whom I o ccHs ionally sari bble 
off a letter . As we get on in yearc the huober of our friends 
grou smaller an· smaller , and ~ith me , ns I suppose it is with 
others , ne\7 friends are not easily made , and those fl~iendhhips 
formed 1~ ter i li ""e do not seem clo e s those of our 
earlier days . Yie had a splendid Thanksgi vin Da~r here in Phil a­
delplJia . The \leather 'ac fine . I diid not go eve1· the the Union 
services in the morning and no st of the day I spent at home . 

You do not knou hov: great a thi g a telel>i'...one is ir... the 
ho e of v reporter . I sat at my desk, called up the various 
fraternal homes , l:'nd other institutions in uhich the day was 
observed , thus getting all the ne' s des :ired, without the 
trouble , time o-r expense of visiting each plf.<ce . 

The musicale given by the choir i our church in the 
evening \l'IG a success , J: am told. The Falls , like others parts 
of the city , ~s nuch taken up by the 3i1Jy Sm1day revi val 
can:.paign . I must be an old fossil , or a. b ck nunber, for I 
cannot ge~ up any personal intereos t in the movement . It seems 
to me to have too much man in it. I uill , ho\ ever, do no thing 
to dar.lpen the enthusiasm of those interested. The Falls has 
been par celed out into sections , by soneone I do not ~now. 
E ch church has been assigned a section in y·hich to conduct 
prayer reeetings on '!'uendays and Thursday nigl:ts, during DeceMber . 
fun ay •s ser ices will be begin in January , in the frame taber­
nAcle no\1 erected at Vine and 19th atreeto. 

llr s . C?Jr:;.s-:ina "mlalley, one of the oldest merbers of 
our cl urcl , Emd a couzi n of mine, ic ve::y ill at her home on 
3 th street, near ~unnysiria avenue . Hel~ mother -vas a sister of 

y f· tl:er , and was the first Shronk knovm to ma:'"I'y an !risb:1an. 
Cnly one of his L-our c:b..ildren follc-r.ed him in being a C!a ti'.olic . 

Hopin6 . 01.:. are i ,,ood health , as this leaves me , and 
\11th regnrds of the fauily , I run , 

Sincerel.> yow.~ s, 
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December 6th 1914 . 

Dear James, 
•zy Couoin Christiana ihalley passed away last nie;bt • 

I called at the house yeoterday afternoon , ut fow d ner uncons­
cious, in 't'ihicL conditi--on she had been since · ednesday. T_ ... e 
funeral ser ices 'ill be held i the church on Mue-dny after­
nco , ~t 't\ o o'clock. 

Christiana \OUld have been 84 years old, had she li~ed 
until Christmas eve. lier !:.usband , Thomas }"1 .... 1.J.ley died 33 years 
ago, and of her four children ~homas is the onl·r one living, end 
he has alv ays been good a d l'ind to his . other. As the -"'uneral 
will be on Tuesday afternoon , I .fear I will be unable to attend 
as I have to repol't :personally at the Ledger office every ~ues­
d y af ernoon. 

We a.re having a re ular old- fashioned mortheast storm, 
whi cl... I suppo:--e yo-<.~. feel n:ol~e ir. i"'ew York thnn \ e do here, pro­
vided you sot back fron that long deferred visit to your cousin. 

I would like very much to know wl at she thought of you1· 
CO! inc; after having kept the invitation 53 years. It seems to 
me tr...a t a brilli, nt aut or could bli.lil:d a cplendi d story on the 
incident. 

It is a good thina the meal you were invited to at the 
time was not kept till you arrived , for it might have become 
somewhat st le . 

Cons ideri 1g the weat: er 'e h· d a good attendance at 
church this I!lorning; mor th--n sixty too co union . Three \iel:e 
udded , a man and is wife , 'ror Germa11town , by le1tter , 2nd a 
man by experience. "'-either: rs . \ ieand, nor her sister Elizabeth 
Pel ~z ventureC. out in the storm, ~nd I do not blame then . I 
would stay indoors tonight if I could, but I gue s t~e outin~ 
'ill not hurt r::e . Hoping . ou nre rlell , and that you had a 
deliehtful visit , "nd with reg· rds o:f the :family , I am 

Sincerely yours , 

R . R . SHRO'ITC. 

Jlecember 14th 1914 . 

Dear James , 
Your letter of yesterday ma e ny br kfast all t~e 

ore en.:,oy ble this norning. I Tiill gl dly aid you in springing 
a surprise on the church in getting the Empire chairs from the 
Philadelphia Art Ga:leriee. 

As I could not get to the city today~ I nhoned the 
manager and told him I had an order fron r . Joh A. Patton 
for the chairs , e.nd asked bim to bold tile till I :.:;ent for them. 
• e said he would hold t!:e:-:. but would deliver t!:en to no one 
Tiithout ""n order fron 1 r . ctwartz , ~a 'ell as r . Patton . I shall 
call there tomorrow , s o· :.u your letter , which ousht to serve 
·son order. Be suggested tlat I h~d better not neePge an ordinary 
cxpre~s man~as the chairs are too vnluable. I thir~ I can get 
a s torac;e house keeper to take ther.1 to the chUl'Ch. The chairo 
will , I believe, 'o very ell, one of each side of the com~union 
table, dm front o-f the pulpit plati:orm, tmd I feet sure the 
gift wiJ 1 be appreciated. 

Your sio~er 1 s pim'o was pl"'ced on the lo• er pla tfonn 
yccterday to r.1·•ke roo:r. for the crowd. expected to attend the 
patriotic oer''icc in the evening. Tl.e henvy dovmpa.urudf ra.in 
kept the ·ost of the Patriotic ons of .Americu flWay , but enough 



• 

• 

128 . 
pemo to fil the centre peus . 

The seri'ice \,a"' n grnnd succe s . John illigan, cf the 
Chronicle , told me this afternoon that he di dn't see how a little 
church couJ d support such an able pre .... cher as l)r . Seasholes , 'hon 
he hear\. at last night • s serv:ice :for the first time • 

Dr . Sea""holes pr ached ir: "" e rnortiin- on 11 The oun t in 
of Trunsiheuration 11 , in 't rric1 he aa.:d the disciples Peter , James 
and John d::. • not see Jesus; that His ::notl er nor any ot!;.er ·ortal 
eve!' s , .. I'"ir.:. . T .. ey only saw the man . The t o u l t is , : think, a 
goo one , and helps :.o sol··e sore of the ysteries of Christ 's 
won erful life. : have not yeat read the leaflet of the Presby­
teritn Church, - ut \'ill , tonight . 

You failed to ":.ell me a1ythirg about yot~ visit to you~ 
cousin ir:: Reading , vl:o you e;;cpected to vioit after a fifty years' 
old i nvitation. I :hope s!_e enjoyed your cor.:ing , even thougn. you 
l:ept 1 r \ ai ting so long. 

I h d a speci[l in yeaterd"y's Record, n icn ~y interest 
you an I enclose a clipping. I got tl e f cts of ~iugh Scott t s 
election bet from my f·lther, vrho wa3 one of Scott 's warmest 
fJ!iends. 

Hoping you arc r ell, ctnd 'i tl reaer s o:: tl e household, 
I am 

Si ncerely yours , 

R . R . SHRO_:"IC. 

nec~ber 1 t 1914. 

:Dear J" es , 
he h<·ndsome ·:npire ch;L,irs a!'e standing , one at 

euch nd of ·ou= sister ' s p±nno r~~ch still occ~piee the centre 
of t e lo~er platfor.n in the churc} . 

I call d t is afternoon at the Phil· d luhi~ Art Galle:1 ies 
d presentee: .. our letter and r . P tton ' s o:r.·der, which v·ere 

accepted. I aSked the man ir: char c of he could recoLnend anyone 
to convey tl\e chairs to the chUt' ch. He called a colored man named 
· as ington , vri o ..;;aiel he \ oulcl do the jo 1 for two dollars. I engaged 
him, t.binking I could not get a mover cheapel~. I met h i m at 
the Falls police s tf) tion, P ~1d h· d lli drive to the church. I 
went to the parsonage f'or the chu:..1 ch key and :Dr . e·-'sl oles 
· n d 1 is sol' , :yon , · ent 'l.i th me i n the church. 

The cr..a~rs harr:0.oni.zc grandly \ i th the pulpit a d I fed 
sure ~our gi.ft \"'ill be highly appr c:!Lated . :Dr. Seasl~ lee is 
gre· tly pleaeed nd said he ' ould \rite and express his persom 1 
~pprcci~tion. I am anxious to ~~ow \hat inger 'i 1 think ~hen 
he sees the c ir£. ! ~as only too el· d to carry out your wishes . 
F.nclosed is a sli~ as~~ngton c~ve me aG a receipt for the 
e:;q>ressage. 

:J nr Jumes, 

Si ncerely you::-P , 

R. R . SERO-:K. , 

necen ber 20th 1914 . 

•r· d you been pr ent ... t the services this morning, I 
feel sure ~ou 'Hould beer pleased by the w y the beaut:rful Er:1pire 
cl: ire ,~ere "dmi:::ed by the entire co llGTCg" tion. After the bene-
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cLction had been pronounced the .. en and wor en i. ent :forv:ard to 
look at your c:enerous t;ift . ':'h y :fit <.s thoueh m de exp:ressly 
for the positions they occ py. I suggested to -·rs · Scesholes 
-~-~ "t the '"in's Daughters make coYerin s for t:::.e c~ irs and 
she said ""he h d thou--Jlt o"" the nare thine; , nd \ioulcl see t --t 
the suggestion iac cnrriod out. Your letter of edne d"Y uith 
chec· f'o:;:- ..-.2 for express on the chairs cone to ne on Thurs UJy. 
Dr . ~easholes announced your gift :fron tl e pulpit . Re also 
st·ted t:mt the Jan:es C~ . SY1ar·~z ible Cl ass had pl·ced a 
brilliant electric ltur.p in :front of the entranc to the chu.,.ch. 
I t ;·.ac also nnounced that s speci·11 annivcroary ser'\ice will 'te 
1 eld ir.: commenmoration of the baptiso of •r . Jolm HunpstDne, ar..d 
that a letter from Dr . Rur.:potone will be react on that occasion . 
I presume his sister, · rs . (Lorenzo)Goeho\, of Roxborou :1'! , ,.l1o uan 
baptize · the sane night --ill be pr sent . Tl:.e clwrch , at the 
:Je ccr.1ber busi ness mee ti L> t ~.ecidcd to arr"'nge an Old Home ervi ce, 
to be held on Bun day ·:a:..·c: 81, 191!5, your bir·thd< y , in cele­
b:.·ation od the 6 :3rd a ni ver ~ar. of the openin of the Lecture 
RoOT'l , and to ·Lry and have _"'r • • :unpstone present on that occasion , 
with as m:Llny othel' old i--:1 ...Joe .bero as possible . Of course you 
\''ill be included. I had :rather a pnin-~ul experience lust evePing, 
by falling down on an icy pavement . :i: went do\m pretty :.e·vily 
on my righ .... hip and elbow , bruisine 'oth. I ·"'el t very thankful 
it "as no \70rse. \fnile a little sore today , it des not i·~ter:fere 
w.:th rt!Y getting about. 

Adam -·ettin e:· \ill leave on · uesdey "or qanford , 
lorida, to spend ·~l·e "in er u.;th his qon Jo i.l1 K., Pnd f ily. 

Tucky ion 1 "t it that :he Cc. get augy fron Jack Fro...,t? I "!ll s'"'vill 
wondering how your Reading coeuin recei vcd you fter -.. ai ting so 
long to cor.ply wltL her invitation • 

.... opl11 ·~llis vlill fiind you in good health, and\ i·th regards 
of the housebo lei. , I are. 

Sincerel::i yourr , 

R. F . SIIRO:m:. 

~ecem er 27th 1914 . 
Dear Jameo , 

Tban:~s fo:- tb e ve;:oy pretty Ch::..~istm"B cnrd. plendid 
idcr ancl wish I could h.'1v e seen so e like the 1 inet.ead of 
dependin o the ordinary sort 0.1 srle in the stores here . 

I h d a very quiet , but pleasant day witl~ just e ough "' 
\:o rk to keen me a\7ake. 

I see the.' t John rur1pstor:e TTas baptti:zed on Christmas 
night , ineatd of on Cl1ristr. · s eve . Christr. as c~ e o 1 ~unday in 
1864 . , e hao a very pleasant service t is o~~i g in corememoration 
of the 50th anniversary of L.io baptier.J.. is ""i""ter Iai~abeth 
Gosho\7 and her hus ·nO. (Loren~o, 110 Alonzo , = s Shro:nk incists 
on c'"'llir.g him) o~ . .!:anayu.nl. ,-ere present. DI . Seasholes read a 
sl~r.t :etter fro Dr . Hw potone reereting h1s inability to be 
present , an pre ched one o-r the strongest b~ptist aer~ons I 
hav-e eYer :r. eard for a long '.1i lc . He bused his text en Samuel 
bci ..... cl:iosen of God, n ""d after tcllin · o-r the Y.~pstone f· ily 
co in, t o -che allsl of Chesslire taking John and rs . Swartz 
c· rin for 1-lizabeth, be spoke of John ' s cl).o.iice o""' the modes 
of baptism, of his e·ucation, bis p storuter, and his er at 

ode ty . It ha~'pen~d that the boiler of the stean heater in 
the . ·et o dis t Church · ur('t :a::t nir.;ilt , a d h vin , no wa¥ o:f 
hea ... in · th building, services had to be 'i pens d · i th; 'ui te 
a number of the d ar l:ethodist orethern were pre"'el'lt and heard 
t~e sernon ~nd ~. Seasholes 1 offer to nQil up the blptistry if 

~------------------.......... .......... 



• 

·-

• 

130 
anyone would show l:im a Her i:ptural proof that im.mers ion is not 
the only baptism. Dr. Seasholes announced that "'ll effort uill 
be made to :_aye ...... r . Htt"lpo tone with uo in the Old Home Day e en·ice 
to be held on ar h 21st, which will be the 63rd annivcrsa~y of 
the opening of the Lecture ~oor ..• I hope you uill be prec'""n"t fo!' 
the occasion \"ill have a triple significance to you. :'he opening 
of the Tectu e oo:, your birthday, and the annivcrea!'y o.t; your 
b~pttsrJ. 

nr. lalker, who \a baptized the s~e nigh~; l ill likely 
be in vi ted to be present . 

r:r'o rode to and from church this ornin · with _ ·rs . \ i eand. 
he an her sister Elizabet Peltz , each received a Christm s 

cc:- :·d fro you and t· ~Y ere .lighly appr ci ted . 
\, e are having an old f shion ed wi ter as :far as cold is 

cone rned. The is"'ahicl~on and the chuylkill are frozen over 
affordine splendid skating to lovera of that \inter sport ; most 
people like the \leather but I pre :fer strc.w hnt temperature, when 
I can sit on the porch and enjoy 1. y pipe 'i thout annoyi ng anyone • 

.. oping you had a pleasant Christmas and that you may have 
a happy a no prosperous !!ew Year , end that this may find you in 
goo health , ·sit leaves me and the houoehold , I arn. , 

Si ncerely Youro , 

R. R. SHRO:fK. 

December 31st 1914. 

Dear Jat'les , . 
is bei ·,g -~· .e 1.., s 1i ch~ncc I ' 1 : · Ye to 'rite t:ris 

year I decrded to e ~iJ:cace i~ by ans1.erin~ your letter of 
yesterday ... :.:.chI l:"'d at t11e b-:·e kf'Rst t ble . I di d ~:ot tl;.in1' 
yo had been all ·:;_ os 50 ye· l'S in conp yin· to you. cousin ' s 
invi tn tion to cnJ 1 or her i n Rendin ·, but the preservation of 
tl.~.e letter eo ,lon a hi le ::n Sj h.aye -oleased her . 

I -r oncr whether I a~J. not ·I:r:rerel :l..r consti tute-.l fro :1 

~ost people i n so car ·s cari :g for cous ns is concerned . I 
have never had or'e that I cnr d to vio i t , except in ti;:e of 
sj.lmeoo or tro1,;.ble . I h?ve ~ lwuys ha ci more of rt feeling of 
f r iendsl1ip tl:!.. .... , of love , "'or my relatives . J?er} ape it is "' 
.rani ly pecttli ri ty 'uut I often \.ish there h. d been ~ closer 
f e 1 ine; tha :1 s existed. 

Tile ·1otcieo fO'J. ::-e d i1 the Col onwealt: c rd c:b.ronicle 
\7el·e fro. t1e rue uen . cur little c rch \·auld no'V rece:.ve 
so .uch r.:tentio 1 i ~ l i:. depended u 01 t. e :p store . Vne:1ever there 
i s "'O e i · 'ilic:. : thi:r·- '1ort1 entionin , I sc:-u.tc .. it off 
on. ] . il i"':. to the e<.iio ~· ' alld ltJayo fi· d ple sur e. i:1 doing 
so . 

In 1· st week ' s c_::!:'omicle I h d ~ little account of the 
old ti:!"!l.e · et.nod:.st p:.•otl·actec: r.1ee ... ~n s , in \ · ic __ I !'!entioned tae 
. ills cc11d :_ :::le;yc. , and. that X:c d ..A_Yln :.:c rley Gho1~t ,. t ::; tl:e onl y 
t:turvj vor of tue li ~tle be. d o"' 'orkel'E . I mailod <" ccipy o-:' ;:;:1e 
paper ~o her c. d.dres~ , 1921 »auj;i".:.ill e;.tr eet , yestel'de,. , 0.. ! 
received a let"':.er "f:ro .. he:.' son-in - 1· '' , DR. H. li . L._,u'Jach, i "fornin~ 
• e that l:.rs . S ol~t died J)ece . .'lbe:c 20th o"' J st year . The noti ce 
he oaid, '\:as highly aDpreci ted b his \ ife nn · _1er sistel'. 

L s t 7;ee:;r t~.1e cLur0· deci <ied to post-none ~he · :edn es ·ay 
eve in· ser· ice till to~:1ir;l1t , t.o hol' it i r:onncctio· with the 
atch ~ie:;" t ervice . I 1 ent to the Tel.pl"' proye1~ ser'.dce , at 22nd 

·nd Tiofi. otreetr J · 8 ~ ev . 
J • \.. €' J. 1g . . 

~ , uDQ or the ~irst time h·d t:e 
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nlenaure o-: lleorinc tle pasto~ , H.ev . ':~l or:lao ':1i:cd . I found hir. 
to be to y m· d. a·1 ic.eal :_:>!' c ... e:::- . ~ ~ 'oes not ;nince !'!lntte:-..·s 
but h S a po iti-;;reness i. his • S""e::'tiollS n ibliCu:L. t :.emes 

ich ke'" o e ..., el good . T:1ere \7as 1 upli:f ·~ in ~11 he said , 
i hi revi_u of t~e old year . 

I ·o not expect to ge~ th_ the ntci. ·-ight S:::r ice toriGLt 
! pr esu;:·e it 'i~ 1 oe ·.ell < t tended, s Binkin n mounced o Sunday 
t;ha t t e :ping' s :D8ug::te:::s \-oul se::-ve refres: e s . ::r anything 
\.ill bring tL.e people o·2 tl..e Falls out it .is sm-ething to eat. 
! r te th l.i t~.-le ed.itol"ial i C .. rontele last · ee_-:: n one 
for tbis eek also . H6ni you:- bend .ia all ::-ight again, and 
that you '"re Y'e 1, ! ar.1, 

i ~1ce:·e1y . ours , 

R. R. , ..... . 
------- ... 
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