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1804 Tioga Street, Philadelpnia.
May 13th 1904.

Dear James,

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 6th
and the great favor of financizl aid, I have been in a
sort of stupor for more than a week, owing to the strain
and worriment, Things are a little beighter with me than
when I last wrote, I started work again on the Ledger on
Sunday, and while the position is not as it once was it
is better than being idle, I was very sorry to learn of
the trouble you have had and hope the end may be near, I
know of none whom I think more deserving of prosperity
and peace then yourself. All through the fifty years I
have known you, you have been a helper of others.

In our home we are very sad, yet rejoicing in
our sorrow over the peaceful departure of the lovéd:one.
Dr, Stidham was with us as much ag possible and greatly
comforted us,

Thanking you again for your kindness, I am

Sincerely yours,

Re R. Shl‘onk.

- ——

1804 Tioga street, July 20th 1904.

Dear James,

Your letter , received yesterday, show that

you appreciated the Pairmount Park article I wrote for
The Chronicle, The trip I took through the park that
Saturday afternoon was more work than pleasure, I had
called up the Ledger on the telephone to report my being
on duty. The City Editor requested me to go to Selmont
Mansion to report the Cobb family re-union, It was easy
ge tting to the mansion, but to find the Cobb family was
more of a task than I had expected, Park Guards could’l
give me no information, so I had to start on what proved 3
a long and tiresome search, I think I tramped more than
two miles over hills, through ravines and across fields,
before I found the party, POl more than a hundred yards
f¥om where I had started. The Cobb family are the des-
cendants of Paul and Priscilla Cobb, who came to tkis
country early in the 18th century and settled in New
Jersey.

From what I could learn at the re-union the
family is one of the old Jersey stock; a quiet people
who hang their greatness on their being so o0ld. They
have as historian a HNew York woman, who knows wvery iittle
about the family affairs back of the present generation. \
It is merely a yearly gathering and they have , each year,
a jOlly good time in seeing each other, thus preventing
the different members from having excuses for visiting,
Not a bad schemel

In my journey homeward I forgot to get off
the trolley car at the proper place, consequently I was
taken back to Chamonix, which accounts for my walk to the
Falls, Had you been with me the trip would have been all
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right, but being alone, I felt lonely evwen while seeing
so many (people) enjoying the great and grand park,

What you said to me in the seventies, concerning
the park's (then) future, had been fulfilled, more so,
perhape, than you expected, While the Commissioners have
beautified the shores of the dear old Schuylkill, they have
robbed natire of some of its most attractive features.

How I used to enjoy spending the holdidays in rowing from
the Palls to Fairmdpunt, keepingz close to the east BaaXe,
Now, if one should row over the old course, he would see
nothing , but the river wall. While the old coves have
been filled in to make the park drives. You say you live
in the past. So do I, and I thank God that the past means
8o much to me. We have both passed the meridian and eannot
expect very much from earth's future. How man laces have
there been in our pasts, where we could ragge,and Ebenezer?
Tinaneially; I Pave known more of loss than gain, and yet,
1 have much to be thankful for. As I look backward the
greatest pleasures I can recall are those enjoyed in your
sainted mother's home, and some of the most useful lessons
I have ever learned came through my listening to the wise
counsel of your Uncle James Simmons, What a wonderful
amount of knowledge he possessedd Let us cherish the past;
do our duty as best we can in the present and leave the
future to Him, who will never forsake us.

Hoping that you are well and that all things may
come to your liking, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. Ry Shronk.

2131 West Ontario Street, Philadelphia.
December 1l2th 1906.

Dear Janes,

This is the season of the year in which busi-
ness people cast their balances and otier folke indulge
in reminiscenses, which too often bring on severe attacks
of the "blues". Memory is a blessed thing; one of thebest
#ifts God ever gave to man, By®% it we bring back from out
of the past, the best experiences ahd delights, to help
us for what may come tomorrow, The dying year makes poets
out of most of us by forecing us into contemplation.

But we , also I fear, have more sympathy for
ourselves than for the passing year. 1906 has been a year
of considerable sadness and of loss. In the beginning I
started with the grippe, which kept in the house till
each of us had a share. A 1ittle later my daughter becanme
ill and has had a serious time , but is now gradually, but
slowly, recovering. "So wags the world", Since getting
over the grippe, I have personally had good hz=alth most
of the year, of which I have worked every day, Sundays not
excepted, Bven when i1l managed to attend to my district
by using the telephone. Had to do it, for with me, no
work means no pay.

The close of the year, while always sad, becomes the
more sad to me, as I grow older. 0ld folks, you know, are
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said to 1live in the past, but please 80 not infer from 3'
thie that either you or I are old. We recall other
years and their conditions, and when those conditions
were better, than those of the present, one naturally
feels a 1little longing for tiose that are forever gone.

Tomo¥*row will be the anniversary of one of the
saddest experiences you have been c¢alled upon to endure,
On the other hand, what an immeasuraﬁle gain has been the
blessed lot of the lost one, The years bring us varied
experiences, and as they pass , leave us a l1little more
lonely. With each year passes some of our old time
friends and loved ones, leaving the ranks of those re-
maining to grow thinner and thinner. In a little while.
we, too, will have passed into the "Beyond", as your
father used to say "Beyond the river, where the surges
cease to roll®", A little more struggling against ad-
verse circumstances; a l1little more worrying over in-
sufficient means to meet demands; and theg---peaceful
rest!

I sincerely hope that with you, the year 1906
has been a good @né and will close greatly in your
favor. Christnas time used to be a glad time, when I
could afford to give gifts to those I loved, "vut of
late years I have been prevented from indulgences in
such pleasure.

I met the Rev. David Spencer, D.D,, on the
street a few days ago. He 1nquirld UurtiCUidrlf about
you and asked to be remembered when I again wrote to
you. He is pastor of Chelten Avenue Church, Germantown,
and last Sunday celebrated his fiftieth anndversary as
a prescher, He is quite gray, but active, His first
attenpt at preaching was made December 10th 1856, in
the old Price Street Church, Germantown, While at church
at the Falls, on Sunday morning, I saw Joseph Johnson,
who is 91 years old, but in nowise shows it. His mind
is elear, and he walks with a dignity that us younger
folks might covet., I don't know that you will think of
this rambling letter, perhaps I have given too loose
rein to my thoughts! With the compliments of the season,
I am sincerly yours,

R. R, Shronk,

2131 %. Ontario street, Dec. 17th,1906.
Dear James,

Your letter which came with this morning's
mail is béth interesting and comforting, I did not in-
tend being so "blus", when I last wrote, but there are
times when one cannot help but give way to his feelings.
In the case of good old Paul, who was able to say he had
learned "In what ever state I am to be sontent®, I think
does not apdly to some of the conditions of the present
time, when finances form nine-tenths of life's worryings.

The John Dollard wifl whoim:sgyouliaquired;: - ¥ A
was a son of Patrick Dellard, who attended MMr, Mackie'
school with us. He was a son of James Dollard, whose



42 West QueeN Lane
GERMANTOWN

PriLaDELPHIA, PA.
29th Decembar, 1032

vear kr. lgkaatarie

Should you learn of a position wiich & young
married man (29) of the following qualifieations could probably
fill acceptably, will you kindly let me know?

dJared volfe ie his nume. A graduste of Jeoryge Washington
University, Washington, U.C., whare he continues to reside with
his wife, who has a governmeani position,

He has worked for the govermment, first me n chenist (uvepurte-
mont of Agriculture), second, on the office staff of the R.F.U.
when firset organized. 1 understand that their initinl organi-
sation overestimetad thelr regquireamenis, and that they soon
pared this down, so thet my young frisnd, induced to lacve one
department on the promise of a much botter pald position in
another, found himself out of both sc long age ns last June.
Nor can he obtain any other goverament job (and thers is ne
other sort to be had in ‘ashington ), due %o his wife's employ-
ment. OUne woge-sarner to a family is the rulo there, and is
parfectly understand=ble, but works m herdship cometimes. He
ie industriously using the interim in na effort o sell metsl
polish on commission, but is hardly covering exponses, I am
told.

Could he obtaln work in Fhiladelphis, it is thought that his
wife gould be transforred here, and they would then be near his
mother, the very capable ‘dmissions »nd Bill Clerk of the
fowan's College Hospital (who is mesisting thom financially),
from whom, if you so desire, you may obtain further particulars
of Jared. 1 have met him on more then one ccemsion. He has
forgeful, plessing personclity, and would be likely, in my
Judgment, to do with energy, integrity sud discretion whatever
he would undertake.

4th best wisbes,

iver sincerely,

¥re Loonard Yelaster,
¢/0 John & James Uobsbn, Inc.,
agt Falls, Fhiladelphia.
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brother lfichael was a stone-cutter, and was employed
by your father, Michael married Catharine Delahunty,

ther of .Thomas, the marbke man, She and Delahunty
died, I think, on the same day, several years ago.
Philip ¥, Dollard, her son, is unmarried, and his widowed
sister, rs. Mary lay, Michael's only children, live
at Nidge avenue and Scott's lane, larion Scott was the
daughter of the late George L. and Fannie lower Scott.
She had been an invalid for some years., It does not seem
possible that you have been away from the Falls for
twenty yearsl! What changes have taken placeiin that
section, which seems to be dying. Back a short distance
foom the Falls, along !ddvale avenue, west of the 0ld
Township Line, now Xnown as Wissahickon avenue, a large
number of handsome dwellings are being erected, similar
to those #n Overbrook, and otiier suburbs, and extend
west to within a short distance of Garrett's old woods.
This may perhaps bencfit the Falls, and I hope good
Baptist families ma! become occupants of the houses,and
that they may help tTo build up the church, I have managed
for quite a ywhile past, to get to the Sunday morning
services, and last Wednesday evening, for the first time
in years, I attended prayer meeting. Something seems to
be lacking. Dr. Stidham's sermons are good; very good, and
he seems intensely in earnest. We want more spirituality.
Mrs? Wieand, and I,rode home together yesterday by way of
Midvale avenue, down Wayne avenue and out Junting Padk
avenue, she alighting at Pacific street, about three
sguares fgom her home, When the waather is fine I often
walk home with her and her siater, Elizabeth, either
being an interesting companion walk™ with,

Thinking of your mentioning Paul's content, I am
reminded of an occurzerice that happensd while Captain
John Dobson's Battery (Company) "I" was keeping the
Confedesrates from overrunning Pennsylvania and laryland in
1862 and 1863, I "think it was in the latter year, The
members learning where tihe line was, that divided Pennsyl-
vania and liaryland, stood with one foot on either side of
the line, so as to say they had stood on two states at the
same time. Joln Rhoades, a wit, was thus standing one
day, when Captain Dobson approached and said "What are
you doing, Jack?" "Why, Captain”, he replied, "I'm in
three states, My right foot is in Pennsylvania, my left in
llaryland, and my body in the astate of starvation®.

Neddie Wild, the Welshman, who once thought he
sang in the choir, and who after burying his first wife,
remarrisd, and then disappeared from his friends, had a
way of looking upon life's uncertainties and would quote
"'Tis all for the best, let's be sanguine and cheerful,
for sorrows and troubles are but friends in disguise",
founded doubtless on Paul's statement that "All things
work together for good". It is zvod to be able to philo-
sophise, and yet, dear James, there are conditions which
nothing but cold cash will satisfy, and as Shakespeare
gsays "There's the rub".

The little Forecast is a good local paper, largely
devoted to the Catholic church and sports. It seems to be
prospering. Do you remember Bridget Hennesed, who marrizd
William Dowdall., She was a sister to Rosy lcéCabe, for so
many years servant girl at Joseph Shantz!', Mrs., Dowdall's
son, Bernard, a letter carrier, is the chief writer ahd
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part owner of the 1little paper, What a change came over the
Shantz family! He died , so far as the world knew, a poor
man, Mrs, Shantz languished at the home of her brbther,

Bob Evans, and then passed away, Josephine , raised in
luxury, married Philip Woodhouse, snd is ending her days
in the State Insane Asylum at !orristown.

Glad to answsr any questions I am able to, that you
might desire to know about. I am sincerely yours,

R. Rober ts Shronk.

2135 . Ontario Street,
May 2l1lst 1907.

Dear James,

I was highly pleased in receiving a letter
from you this morning, and was agreeably surprised to
gee you were zble to write so soon after passing through
such an ordeal. I do not remember of my having been the
first to greet you upon your coming, in the long ago, to
the once dezr, old FPalls, I do know that we have been
long been acquainted with each other and that all through
the years not an unplzasant word has been spoken between
us., It may be through your always coimanding mg affectionate
esteem by your unusual manliness, I Tremember how you
cheered youf, now sainted, mother, when the great calamity
of your father's sudden death darkened your home. The
Saturday follewing thaat sad event, my father took me to
"town", as we then termed going to the city, and according
to the old custom, we walked, At Ninth and Vine streets,
we were met by Yicholas H. llaguire, Father told him of
your father's sudden death, whereupon he made this remark,
"This 1s indeed sad news, Daniel, and I am par ticularly
sorry for James%. After a brief pause, he added, "James
is one of the brightest and most manly boys I have ever
knevn. In my varied experiences, and they have been many,
some of them very trying, I have always tried to keep
from injuring others, and to be as helpful as I could,
While I have the consciousness of having suffered in doing
80, I do not regret what I have done. In two instances
I came out second best. You know sometiiing of the long
services I gave to Harmon Lake, often at a sacrifice., He
promised me much and I got 1i ttle. Our old friend, Dr.
Horace Bvans, used to say, "Shronk has done more for the
Falls than anyone I have known, and I will see that he is
rewarded". Just before he died , Ellen Campbell, who was
angry with me on account of that Free episode, persmaded
him into dropping me, What the reward might have been I
have never attempted to guess., William Williams, who
told me of the Doctér's statement, said it would have
been worth receiving. The above my interest you. I am so
glad, imy tdesar James, that you have come out of the criti-
cal operation so well. The effects will now soon wear
away and I shall look for your becoming stronger physically
than you have been for years., Only do not get down to
hard work, too moon. I would suggest that you take a
good long rest. I stole a couple of hours last Tuesday
evening to go listen to Dr., Henson deliver his lecture on
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"Backbone”, When he stepped on the platform , in Memorial
Church, I did not know him, He is as stout as he once was
thin, dbut he retains much of his o0ld time fire as a
apeaker, It was the first pleasure I have indulged in for
nearly ihree years.

I am glad you appreciated my little sketch of the

Falls Ho tel, I thought you would, owing to the intimacy
you had with the late Judge Arnold, With my best wishes
for your speedy and complete recovery, 1 am

“incerely yours,

R. Roberts Shronk.

2135 West Ongario street,
December 5th 1907.

Dear James,

Your letter of the 3rd came to hand this
morning. I Bave just finished reading it. Found it very
interesting in several respects. First that you have
moments of seeming discontant. Glad to know that you
are 8till mortal. It is good occasionally to unburden
oneself, to speak, or write out the feelings, I have
been pent in the house for two nights, with cold, head-
ache and stomach troubles. I walked over to lirs, Dobson's
funemal (¥rs, John Dobson) on Monday afternoon, I was
cold when I left home to walk to Germantown and Erie
avenues and from there to the Church of 5t. James the
Less, about three mmiles altogether, I could not get
warm, and wedged my way into the crowded church, which
geened like a barn, After the services I went to }Mana-
yunk, feeling all the time, nearly frozen, Tuesday I
had to go down to the office for money, =o as to pay
my rent., That evening I had to return home. Was kept
in yesterday and shall keep close to the house today.
I am feeling better now, and may be able to do my work
tonight, 1 sometimes envy those who do not have to
work, or who, when they do not work, do not lose thefr
pay. Another thing in your letter that struck me, was
your opnion of lIrs, Mary Little. She was pretty, but
always put me in mind of a black ecrow, or Poe's Raven.
I am glad you were pleased with my little artiels on
the 7ifflin pansion. The space you mention between the
first andstﬂnd stories, is the one that was found by
the men who tore the old mansion down. The c¢loset trap
dpor had heen closed. That underground passage fto the
river was a myth. William Albright, who bought the
property from ths Steins, had a number of men go all
through the c¢ellar with him, one day, before the work
of tearing down began., I, and several other reporters
were there, and vainly searched for the "secret door
to the passage". Charlie Lesh (Lash) used to talk of
one a good deal, when he lived in the mansion, so that
I thought it really existed. When a boy, 1 was always
afraid @f the old place, I did not have any desire to
see ghosts. Do you remember the ghost story of 18632
How Amanda (8is) Shrink, Uncle William's daughter,
created an excitement one anight after attending one
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one of the "protracted leeetings", lir. Chesshire was
conducting? She left the church, walked un to the steps
that led up to the lfansion, Bhe waited for the others
to come along, the old turnpike, then ecatching up her
outer white skirt, raised it over her head, and quietly
stepped out into the road., Sjie ran zig-zag to James
street, with a number of men chasing her, Turning the
corner she quickly dropped her skirte and had just
turned toward Ridge road, when the men turned the corner,
and agked her if she hnd scen a white figure, Of course,
she said"Nol" Thomas Barlsr, who kept the little
saloon , saw the "ghost" flit across the pike; ran into
the barroom for his gun, but didn't shoot., Amanda was
greatly frightened over her trick; more so, I think, than
anyone else, She could not keep from telling about it.

I suppose you have pearned of the death.6f-Harry
Pretty? He pasczed away last Vednesday, at his home 2005
Fast Clementine street, ok paralysis, The funeral ser-
vices were held Sunday afternoon, in East Allegheny
Avenue Baptist Chureh, in which he had for fifteen years
been a deacon, Harry had for sometime conducted a grocery.
He had a stroke during the past summer and was not
expected to recover, In his departure, James, you alone
remain of the celebrated Quartette Choir, Singular, isn't
it, that the members hdve gone in the_ order 48 which the
parts are always printed, Sarah 8. Jones, soprano; liary
A, H. Reed, alto; Henry Pretty , tenor. Such is life
with its many phases, so full of surprises and mysteries.
I do not wonder at you feeling lonely, =snd wish you
were so situated that there would be no room for such
feelings. I am just now alone in the house, Nettie, nmy
daughter, with her sister (Step-sister) Elizabeth Storegy,
have gone in a coupe.to the office of Ir. James , 2005
North 12th street, where she will try the effects of the
violet ray upon her side. I hope it will prove a success,
She has suffered nearly a year., You say, r, Stidham
writes you occasionally. I often pity him. Things are so
different to what they were when he first came to the
Falls., I have for some time made it convenient to attend
services there on Sunday mornings, 28 mukbh to encourage
him, as for any other reason. I like his ssrnons, Intelleet-
ually they are grand of late, They seem to be more spirit-
ually comforting. While I never was an enthusiastic Stid=-
hamite, I have never sought to hinder those who are.
There is a geeat need of sometlhiing in the Falls church, We
each,want, 28 individuals, to get right with God, and then
we will be right with each other, There havs been so
many deaths and removals that but few Baptistcfamilies
are left at the Falls., Then the®e hasebeen s0 much talk
about "The Brotherhood of Kan", "Christian Tolerance",
“Chureh Unity" and such stiaff that the o0ld time truths
and doetrine have been forgotten., I have never known
a union service in which Raptist did not do most of the
work without credit, The church wants a Clark, or a
Chessshire to awaken the other congregations into a
howling over its success, You remember those glorious
occasions, do you not?

Hoping this will find you in the best of health,
and happy, I am

Your old friend,

Robert R, Shronk.
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2135 V/est Ontario street,
December 8th 1907.

Dear James,

What a delightful day this is, the air is
springlike and were it not for ice and snow on the
shaded sides of the streets, one might think the sea-
son was any other than winter, I attended church this
morning and heard a good sermon on "United Worskip",
by the Rev. C. B, Cordo, of Yanayunk, who exchanged
pulpits with Dr, Stidham. After service I walked home,
accompanying lrs, Wiesand to her home. I send you a
copy of the Uifflin Mansion article as requested., Ly
cold has almost left me, but I still have occasional
pain just below the stomach, which may be caused by
dyspepsia. When we crawl up the ladder of years, be
yond the half century rung, it seems to me we lose
our recuperative abilities, and more easily become
fatigued. While in church this morning I could not
help but look at Joseph Johnson, who is, I think, 92
years old. He is white-headed, but very active, while
his mind does not appear in the least to be impaired.

I have written this before starting out in
my afternoon quest for news. Hoping it will find you
both well and happy, I an,

Sincerely yours,

R' RO Shronk.

2136 vWest Ontario street,
December 13th 1907.

Dear James,

In reply to your interesting letter of the
11th , regarding the old blacksmith shop at the Falls,
I think the blacksmith's name,at the time mentioned, was
Duncan, His son, Uriah, attended school ,in the pay
school on Laboratory Hill, with me. Your ride, you say,
was several years before you moved to the Palls, which
I believe was in 1853, Uncle William Shronk bought the
shop from Duncan, later I think than the time indicated.
He previously had his shop on the Shronk fishing lane,
the lot adjoining his home just above Tissot's Hotel.
Vhile on his last visit to the Talls, your Uncle Henry
called on Joseph Shantz and as he was leaving Shantz
accompani=d him to our old home to visit my father, I
happened to be at the house at the time. The two came
in and Shantz introduced your uncle to my mother and
he told her he used to know father, It was the firast
day father had not come downstairs. lother asked Shantz
if he would go up stairs; he said, "I would like to,
but my heart is in sueh. bad shape, I'm afrzid to climb
the stairs". Your uncle was then asked, and he asid
he would, so mother and he went up to father's room.
Entering the room, mother said, "bDan, here is an old
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friend come to see you", Your uncle then said, "Mr,
Shronk, I am sorry to see you confined to your bhed".
FPather , as you know, was blind , but when he heard
your uncle speak, said, "Hold up there, I know that
voice." The after a brief pause said, "It is Henry
Sswartzl" The two talked together guite a while, It
had been forty years since they had met each other.
Your uncle told Shantz , my mother and I, that he
never knew of so remarkable a memory. A few days
later, father died, and the next week Shantz breathed
his last. Then came the sad news of the sudden death
of your Uncle Henry. He, Shantz, and father dying within
three weeks. Father had been well acquainted with your
Uncle Henry and your other uncle, Henry Rankin, wiile
the latter was engaged in building in connection with
the Schuylkill canal., Fe also had a very strong ade
miration for your father, but he never liked John
Binkin, Why, I never knew, S8Sorry I cannot be more
definite concerning the owner of the o0ld blacksmith
shop, and hoping you are in good health, I am

Sincerely yours,

R. R. Shronk.

2135 'est Ontario Street,
November 21st 1907.

Dear James,

I have just finished my morning task of
looking over the papers, and as it will be some time
before dinner, I thought | would devote that time in
having a written talk with you, How are you getting
along, after your painful encounter with appendicitie?

The last time I heard of you, there were
after effects troubling you. I hope they have all
disappeared and that your health has been fully Tre-
stored. Health is indeed a great blessing, and we
too oftemn fail to appreciate it, until we have starteéd
to lose it. I have been very fortunate , so far as
health ieg concerned, considering the exposure to which
I am subjected, Week before last I awoke one morning
with my head and throat all choked up with a grippy
like cold, I took some medicine I had on hand, but it
gave me no relief, lLast week I was a witness in a
lawsuit against the Reading Railway. I was for the
Company, and with other witnesses was taken to the
VWindsor Hotel for dipner. Cn the bill of fare was
"Boiled Salmon", whichk I selected and enjoyed. That
night it seemed as if the salmon had returned to life
and was trying to swim up the Iiagra Falls, I think
it had been canned and I know it made me a vietim of
Ptomaine poisoning. The physickimg which resulted, to
my great surprise and delight, cured my cold. Here,
in old Philadelphia, we have had a delightful autunn.
What a magnificent picture was to be seen along the
Wissahickon, I have never seen the valley more beanti-
ful in autmun coloring, then it has been this season.
Today is rainy and gloomy and looks as though there
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would be severaldays of it, the ending, I fear, @f Indhdan
summer,

I was surprised last evening while at prayer
meetingtolearn that Joseph A. Boothroyd is in the Sama-
ritan Hespital, dangerously ill from an operation for
kidney trouble. I c¢alled at the hospital later in the
night, and was told he was delirious, and likely to die.
He was brought to the hospital from his home in Ccean
City, nearly a month ago. Joe o8t his wife about the
time I lost mine. He has two children and is reported
as being rich, I suppose you remember the Hope boys
James and John F.? They lived on old James (Stantoni
street, the same time you did., John died on Tuesday of
apoplexy, =2t his home Wayne avenue and Jlansberry street,
Germantown, He was at one time head of a splendid faney,
or art sign, business, but champaiys€ got the best of
him. I had a talk with him some time ago, and found him
agnostic, and self-important. He blamed his father's
strictnese to religious duties for his own condition.

A cape of what Mr,.. Chesshire called "past feeling".

Amother of your early Palls acquaintances was
buried several weeks ago, Emma Ho¥t Snodgrass, She
died of Bright's disease, Poor Emma, what z fall was
hers? You remember when she was the belle of the Falls?
I had lost sight of them for years. I think it was 12
years ago, one day when riding to the city on a CGerman-
town horse car, I met her dbut could scarcely recognize
her, she was shabbily dressed, and had a careworn appear-
ance. I did not known till then that she , with her
sisters, Mary Little and Eliza, were living in Tioga.

At that time she had been separated from her husband.We
met occasionally afterward, and one day about four years
ago, a8 1 was passing her house, she called me in, and
told me she hzd good news to tell me; that she and Syl-
vester had been re-united, and for their childrens' sakes
would live together. Bo you remember what a pretty and
proud little girl she was? She is the last of the family.

Heping , dear James, that you have fully re-
covered and may long continue in good health, I am

Sincerely yours,

R. Roberts Shronk.

- ——

2135 West Ontario street,
Harch 2nd 1908,

Dear James, 3

I wish you could have listened , with me
yesterday afternoon, to & sermon preached by Dr., Stidhanm
in the !'asonic Home, on "pillars of the Temple". The
pillars of Solomon's Temple and those spoken of in Reve-
lations. It was a splendid discourse grandly delivered.
Some parts, owing to my not being a lason were a little
mystical to me. It was enjoyed by the 80 aged residents
of the Home,

At the morning service in the daar old church
at the Fallg, Dr, Stidham gave me the rigght hand of
fellowship as a deacon. Samuel Wyatt, for some cause or

10
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other,resigned, and the church elected me, I tried to
prevent it, but failed. I know no reason why I should
be so greatly honored, for it is an honor, My position
prevents nmy having the time to gdve that should be
given by & deacon to the work of the church, but I
shall do the best I can. Nothing would give me greater
Joy then to have 2 position that would allow me tfo
devote the neseded time to the office, In these times
one should be rich to be & deacon, so that he could do
a lot of visiting and look after the members ag he should.
It was just 45 years yesterday, to the day, since I, looking
upon & little brother dying of spotted fever, in my
mother's arms, that I received conviction of my sinfulnees
that led to my conversion. You remember that February
and Jfarch of 1863, when so many died suddenly, at the
Falls, of the then un-named disease. Nearly every one of
the victims were in some way related to me,

I presume you are aware of the fact that this
Mareh will mark the fiftieth anniversary of your bap-
tism, anW event , which I think, ouzht to be recognized
by both you and the churéh. If I mistake not, Dr, Walker
(Rev. Dr., Jacob Garrett Walker) was baptized at the
same time as was yowr sainted sister, Fifty years a
member of one church is an honor few enjoy, and I con-
gratulate you not ondy on your being spared so long, but
in the abundance of good you have accomplished during
those years, fox the dear old church,

We had a very disagreeable beginning of Narch
here yesterday and today is almost as bad; rain and
sleet macde walking dangerous, especially in the night.
Having a c¢all to dinner , and then to start out to work,
I have to close,

Foping you are in good health as this leaves
me, 1 am, 28 ever,

Sincerely yours,

R. Roberts Shronk,

2135 Vest Ontario rstreet,
December 26th 1908.

Dear James,

As the year draws to its close one naturally
becomes inclined to look backward, not only at the year
itself, but on other days. Being in such a mood today,

I have thought a great deal of you, and yourneld home.
It may, as some claim, be an evidence of advancing age,
whem one dwells on the past. Well, what if it is? So
long as one enjoys the retrospective? I have not heard
from you for a longz while, but through your niece, Nellie,
I leaxmed of your tirip abroad during the swaner, and of
your having returned, I hope the outing was beneficial.
In my retreospections I can see the old time
Falls, with its o0ld time folk still peopling the streets,
while in reality the pl ce has passed into the realm of
Have Beens., Bverything has changed, A few Weeks ago I
had occasion to call at Abbotteford to see a Iir, lMcCrea,
a dairy farmer who occupies the once delightful home of

M
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the Abbote., I found decay and dilapidation on all sides; ’
the whole place seeming but a phamtom to what it once
was, The place, like the family, has gone to wreck. On
my way to Abbottsford, I called on Willieam R, Williams,
who lives in the large house, east of Dr, Evens' old
home (Abbottsford avenue and Fox street) He is nesrly
blind, otherwise in good health., During the year a
nunber of our old time acquaintances have gone into
the "land Beyond". Most prominent of these being James
¥illigan (owner and editor) of the Chronicle, who died
just before his 86th birthday, which would have occurred
on Yovember 2rd. He was a remarkable man, The Rev. ¥m.
walsh, rector of &t. Bridget's Church, aged 74, was buried
with the usual pomp on VWednesday. He had been at the
Falls 24 years, 8t. Dr, Ritchie's death, he became the
oldest pastor in point of service, at the Palls, an honor
that now falls to Dr, Sticham, Cne of the greatest phy=-
sical changes of the year, was the tearing down of Sora-
berles old blacksmith shop (Indian Queen lane and Ridge
avenue), On part of the site, Harry Conover has had
erected a front porch, two story, dwelling, fronting on
Ridge avenue. I have been kept busy all through the
year at reporting. In August I was laid up nearly three
weeks from a contraction of the muscles at the neck of
the bladder, and had to have a doctor come three times
a day to relieve me of water. liy daughter today com=
pletes the second year of her suffering, and is in con-
stant pain from the internal adhesion, She has had to
use crutches and seldom goes from the house. ly step=-
daughter, Blizabeth C, Storey, who has been mosi faithe
ful in her attention to Wettie, broke down and for
monthe has been under =z doctor's care, So you seem I
cannot afford to lose any time. The dear old church keeps
going on as usuzl, lirs. Alexander Thompson passed amway
several wesks ago, making the number one less. Despite P
the business depression, which prevailed so long and
g0 many out of work, the church will cldse the year with
but 8 small deficiency. A remarkable condition considering
everything, Wish I could say the same as to my own
affairs.

With the compliments of the season, I am,
Sincerely yours,

R. Roberts Shronk.

December 30th 1909.

Dear James,

I met your nephew, James, last evening in the
railrend station at the Falls, end was glad to hear of
your being in good health., I had been wondering for
sometime as to whether you had return=sd from your travels
er not, which if I am not mistaken included a trip abread,
and a tour of the Pacific coast., In all of which I hope
you have had an enjoyable and profitable time. As I am
getting on in years, I naturally , like the rest of
humans, am getting retrospective, and do a lot of thinking
of the past; a past in which we hage been pleasantly
associated. The years keep on rolling one upon the other,



13
eacl: to me seering shorter, Here we are on the threshold
of 1910, almost 60 years since we first got to known
each other, All that the years have brought to, or taken
from us, I hope is for our good,

I suppose you are aware of the death of Joseph
B. Walker, who fell asleep on Christmas , the 75th anni-
versary of his birth, I was unable to get to the funeral
on Tuesday which was conducted at the Nugent Home, Dby
Dr, Stidham. Joe was baptized by the Rev, Mark R. Wat-
kinson, and was the oldest male member of our church. His
death leaves that hinor to you. Aunt Belle Roberts was
received by letter from Blockley Church, by Watkinson, and
is the oldest in point of membership. Lizzie Miller Mettinger,
widow of Lewis Mettinger, was baptized 8y. Dr. Richards in
1850, in the Schuylkill (River) I Believe she is living,
but no one seem to know where, The Christmas storm was
fierce hereabouts. I had my full share of it getting
around in search of news. Sunday morning I had to go one:
and one-half squares to a drug store, and had hard work
making the journey., I then made my way to ithe 22nd street
station, rode to the Falls, and attended the morning
services at which there were about a dozen present. The
snow was g0 drifted against the front of the churech that
the doors could not be opened soé:e met downstairs,

I have managsd to keep well, perhaps the extra
exertion haos been helpful, It wouldn't do for me to give
out, or I do not knowyi what would become of my home, I do
not think there has been half a dozen weeks this year in
which a doctor has not had to come here to dare for my
daughter, or her sister, EFlizabeth Storey, who gzave out
tending to Nettie., Both I'm glad to say, are just now
improved. Theme have been times during the year when I
fought hard to keep up? Once I had to lay off nearly a
week, from what I femred would be pneumonia, I hope you
had B good year everyway, and that you may see many
more. How I would like an hour's chat with youl I
meet many persons in my work , but have no one to whom I
would like to talk confidential.

Hoplng you had a Merry Christmas, and that you
will have a Happy New Year, I anm

Sincerely yours,

R, R, Bhronk,
Dec, 30th 1909. 2135 Vest Ontario street.

213% West Ontario street,
January 27th 1910,

Dear James,

.1 was greatly surprised and saddened in glancing
over the Ledger this morning , when I read the notice of
your cousin, lMary Simmons',death, as occurring yesterday,
at her residence, the Puttonwgode. Dr. Stidham told me of
her having an attack of pneumonia, but said she had passed
the crisis and wae on the way tovard recovery. Last night
I walked down Queen Lane with your niece, Nellie, and she
told me that thie latest account theu had from Deven ,was that

|12
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HMary was getting better, so you can imagine how I
was shdcked in reading of her death, In the sweet days
of other years, I formed a very high opinion of your

. coug{sin, whose intellect was far above the average,
very much like that of her noble father, I délighted
in listening to her talk. Her father was to my ming,

o= one of the best conversationalists the city has ever
produced. As I think of Hary's departure my mind goes
back to the little house you occupied on Ridge avenue,
where she was a frequent visitor, and from where she and
I occasionally took short strolls, While I have not
seen her since before you left the Queen Lane House,
I have frequently seen mention of her in the newspapers.
How quickly the ties of earthh are being sundered, One
after another of the loved ones pass on, leaving us,
all the more lonely and sad, I heartily sympathize for
you, my dear James, in this, another blow which has
come to you. May God impart to you a full measure of
Hies comfort and blessing. Only a little while longer
té wait, then we, too, will be summoped home,

Sincerely yours,
R. Roberts Shronk,

(April 12, 1911)
(Beginiing oflletter is missing)

with others, 1 was attracted by the musie, and heard
your mother dispatch Jacob to bring you home. You
arrived soon and when the band ceased playing you made
your speech, and as Theodore Roosevelt would say, it
was "a bully good one.”™ How I used to like to =it on
a bench at our o0ld shere and listen to that band play.
The water had an effect on the musie that I ecannot
describe, Fifty years have passed since that war

= started , and yet you and I are not old men; just ad-
vanced a little more than we were. What experiences we
have had, and what changes those years havs brought. As
the years increagse they bring us nearer the goal, each
day's close finds us a day's march nearer home, To us

. comes the glad assurance "Fear Bhou not, for I am with
thee, be not dismayed for I am they God. I will strengthen
thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee
with the right hand of my righteousness". I had a day off
yesterday, suffering from what I think was ptomaine pois=
oning, and had anything but a quiet day, An fseling pretty

R =



Zood today,
Hoping this will,find you in good health, I anm
as ever,
Sincerely yours,

R, R, Bhronk.

Mr, James S, Swartz,
Jo. 11 Broadway,
Wew York,

2136 Vest Ontario street,
February 24th 1910.

Dear James, It is just ten days since I received your
interesting letter, which gave me a complete account of
your dear cousin Mary'e suffering and death, and of your
cousin Illa's trouble, which I hope is subsiding. It was
brave of her keeping the knowledge from her sister. I
often think of you, and the way you have cared for those
belonging to you, ever since that sad, sad, day in which
your father was so suddenly taken from his loved ones.,

There was an incident that occurred the day
following your father's death, which I have never for-
gotten, and which I once told to your now sainted mother.
On that day I was taken "to town", as we then termed going
to the centre of the ecity, by my father, at 9th & Vine
street, we met Professor Maguire, an intimate friend of
father's, In the course of their talk, father told him
of your father's death. His reply was "I am sorry for James
Swartz, he is a good young man, and I believe he will
look after his mother". He then added, "Daniel, I have
taught a great many boys since I began tezaching, but I
have never had a brighter, or better pupil than James
Swartz". I tell you this, now, that it might comfort
you, for the professor's prediction as to your cariwmg:
for your mother was fulfilled, The old ¥Falls with it
old-time neighborly conditions, are now no more, and
but few of those we once knew and loved, remain, It
seems to me that as we advance in years, the eartihly ties
are severed, so that when the time comes for us to be
‘ealled home, therzs will be less to bind us here. Have
you ever noticed that the friendships made when we were
young were more lasting, closer and warmer, than those
formed in later life? To mecthere is a something lacking
I cannot describe, and I presume it is the same with
others. I was glad to learn by your letter of your
health being good. I have, I think, been very fortunate
thus far this winter, in that I have had fairly good
health., I had two pretty severe colds, the last turned out
to be the grippe, and laid me up more than a week. Had
it not been that my daughter and one of my stepdaughters
wer: down at the time, I believe I would have been laid
up longer. I simply couldn't afford to be sick. They are
still ailing, but I think slowly recovering. Nettie Bas
had more than two years of constant suffering, so you can
imagine what a time we have had.

Ve are paving great trouble in this city of Brotherly
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Love, over the carmen's strike. It keeps newspaper
reporters "on the jump" to keep up with the proceedings
go as to get all the news, There being no cars running
at night, people away from the railroads have to walk,
unless they are able to hire conveyance. Walking is all
right when one wants to walk, but it is different when
it is compulsory. "Brookton" , the home of David Peltz,
(on Hunting Park avenue, near the Budd factory) has been
sold by his estate for $12,000, about half of its value.
lrs. Wieand (nee Peltz) and her sister !liss Elizabeth
Peltz will occupy the house until “pring, when they will
probably secure a house here in Tioga. Thelr brother,
Dr, George II, Dallas Peltz, had charge of the selling.
These three, with the two children of their deceased bro-
ther, Dr. Josiah Peltz, constitute the heirs, Hunting
Park avenue, on which "Brookton® fronts is bveing widened
and will in a shiort time be a fine 200-foot-wide thoroughfare

Sincerely yours, '

R. R. Shronk,

T -

2135 Vest Ontario street,
April 27th 1910.

Dear James,

It has been a long time since I have heard of,
or from, you. Today , while indulging in anything but
pleasant contamplations, I have thought of how kind you
have been toward me in past seasons of distress, As I wiaw
my career, it seems I have had my share of trouble and
disappointment, but it seams the cup is not yet full., For
more than three years my daughter has been a sufferer from
the after-affects of appendicitis., Then her sister, Eliza-
beth Storey, broke down and is suffering from nervous strain.
This not being enough, five weeks ago, I was taken with a
cnill, and was thrown on ty back the best part of a week,
all causing additional costs, which has eateb up all I
h=d, and more., On Saturday I will have to m=et an obligation
of nearly $50 with less than half that sum in sight, It
seems that as T get oldsr I am less able to earn money.
Worriment, perhaps, has been a great handicap. I do not
want to ask you to help me, but if you could, it will De
appreciated., Yoping you are well, I am

sincerely yours,

R. R. Shronk.

2135 West Ontario street,
April 29th 1910,

Dear James,

Your kind letter came to hand this morning, and

i8 u great relisf to me, for whizh I heartily Bhank you
and hope Imay sometime be able to recinrocate the favor.
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I have just written up the wedding of liiss Ethel
Dutton Stidham, for tomorrow's papers, She will be married
by her father, at noon tomorrow, in the parsonage, to ur.
Leonard 0. Ritter, of New York, Her sister, lMrs. Stanley
Mortimer, of New York, will be matron of honor, and Iiiss
Laudonia Colton, also of New York, will be bridesmaid,
Stanley llortimer will officitate as best man, After a trip
to Niagra Falls, TFerd Stidham you know lives in Buffalo,
they will reside in New York. I met mR. Ritter, Vednesday
night, after prauer service, He seems to be a nice young
man.

Thanking you again for your kindness, I am
Sincerely yours,

Robert R. Shronk,

Septeember 1l4th 1910,

Dear James,

I had the pleasure last Triday sevening of
spending an hour with Jacob and his wife, at the home of
Harry's widow, I also daw Jacpb again at the church,
Sundzay morning. What a pity it is that his sight is so
poor; otherwise he appears to have changed little for
his years. Seecing them probably accounts for my having
thouzht so much about you during the week, There are so
many things tha$ being you in nmind. It seems to me that
the friends we make in early life are closer and better
than those won in later years. A great deal of comfort
comes to the "aged" , you know, by retrospection. Welive
over again, both while awake , as well 2s in dfeams, those
happy days of yore. I was glad to learn through Jacob of
your bveing in your usual health. How is your heart? Dr,
Stidham told me some monthe ago you were troubled a good
deal, Have you ever tried slbdw, deep, breathing? MNr.
Milliigan, of the lanayunk Chronicle, used to say that
such breathiing kept him young when he was well in the
gighties. Dr, Stidham, Edwin Singer, Harry Binkin and I
met, as = committee,last evening, to go over the list of
members of the church, so as to get as near as possible
to the correct number to report to the Association, We
found quite a number of names that cannot be accountad
for, in that their present whereabouts is unkown. Among
these is lirs. Toud. No one seems to know what has become
of her, Some have passed away.

In September 1885, while li¥ing in ianayunk, at
the request of a committee from Mount Vernon lission, I
conducted a Sunday morning service, and continued doing
go after I had moved to Tioga, until students from Crozer
TheoRogiczal Seminary took up the work. The mission is now
Mount Vernon Church, On Bunday the 25th , the 25th anni-
versary will be celebrated. I have been invitsd to deliver
the morning address. Dr. Humpstone, while pastor of
fanayunk Church, conducted Sunday afternoon services at the
Mission, as did Rev. James Parkes, his predecessor, but
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the work ceased, and was well nigh dead wken the members
urged me to start the Sunday night meetings. Dr. Willmarth
is to preach the evening sermon. I feel highly honored in
being asked to speak again to the people there, who call
me "the father of the church",

I send you a clipping from last week's Chronicle,
in which you will see brief sketches of lirs. Charles K,
Sorber, and vrs, Adam Mettinger. I was one of the garriers
at ¥re. Sorber's funeral on Saturday aftermoon, Mrs., Mettinger
died of an internal tumor. She had been ailing a long time
but did not know the cause until it was %too late Tor an
operation. She only a short time ago buried her sister,
who for many years was in an asylum for the insane, and
told me she was so glad the sister died first.

8incerely yours,

R. Roberts shronk,
2135 Vest Ontarié street,
September 1l4th 1910

r, James 8, Swartz,

¥o, 11 Broadway,

¥ew York.

January 7th 1911.
Dear James,

I presume you have heard of the departure of
my sister, Elizabeth, and thought you might like to know
some of the fagts, "Lizzie", as she was known to her many
friends, was taken ill on Sunday evening December 1llth, I
had seen her in the morning, when she was attending to her
duties in the oolice station. She complained of a pain in
her chest, but thought it would pass away, Late Tuesday
night, I learnad she had not been to the station for two
days. Barly the next day I visited her, when she said she
had been very sick, but was feeling better, That night
llary Jane Shaffer informed me that a physician had sug-
gested being taken to a hospital, Thursday there seemed a
little improvement, so she was not removed to St., Timothy's
Hospital (Memorial Hospital) until the following day, Fri-
day, The physicians said she had a light case of single
pneunonia, and was removed to the convalescent ward, and
was doing well until meningitis developed and proved
fatal, she passing peacefully away at three o'clock Thurs-
day morning. I had her body brought te my home, from where
she will be buried tomorrow, Sunday afternoon, the ser-
vices to be held in the church at the ccecacecacaa

I received a telephone message at 2 o'clock on
“ednesday morning to come at once to the hospital, so I
hurried out in the freezing sleet and MKail, toia livery
stable for a carriage. I there telephoned to the hospital
and wes told that a chamge for the better had taksen place,
so I did not go to the hospital till after daylight. K
sister, Wargaret, of Germantown, and I reached there to-
gether, snd found FTlizabeth unconscious . Dr. Stidham ealled
during the morning. Margaret and I remained most of the
day and were with her all through the long hours of the
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night, alone, until the end came, Just at 3 o'clock she
raised her right hand upward as if reaching for someone,
while a smile , the most beautiful I have ever seen, lit
up her face with a radiance that plainly told of her
sntrance into her Master's Eternal presence, to go no
more out forever. With the smile upon her face, the color
and distortion all gone, hier spirit took ites flight., How
we, and many others who have known trouble, will miss
her, She was a staff on which many leaned when sorrow came
to then.

Yours sincerely,

R. Roberts Shronk,
2135 West Ontario street.

wr, Jamees S5, Swartz,
o« 11 Broadway

New York.

Jan, 7th 1911,

- .

2135 “est Ontario street,
February 17th 1911,

Dear James,

I read your letter of VWednesday, with both
interest and indignation, particularly the clipping from
the Boston Evenimg Transcript. John G, Johnson, the great
corporation lawyer, is very close-mouthed concerning
himself, I had the North American's Information Zureau
look him up yesterday; all I could learn concerning him
was that he declinzd to say anything about himself rew
garding his earlyllife, As to his father having had a
blacksmith shop at the ®alls, I think that is all together
in the imagination of ClAfford S, Kempton, [any years ago,
when I was but a child, Joseph Jolnson had a blacksmith
shop on the east side of Ridge avenue, near the 1ittle
vyellow dwelling that used at stand at the bottom of Smith's
hill. You remember the old path up through the woods to
Forest Sclhiool. On one end of the shop John R, Johnson and
& man named Thompson conducted a feed store. Joseph Johnson
afterward had his shop on the west side of the av=znue. This
shop was subsequently owned by a named named Duncan, whose
son. Uriah, attended the pa® school on Laboratory Hill,.
William Shronk, my uncle, who had had a shop in front of
his home, bought eut Dungan and moved his business to that
shop. After selling his shop to Duncan, Johnson went to
work in Saldwin's Locomotive Works. Later he had a blacke
smith shop back of his home, These blacksmith shops were
the only ones at the Falls., Joseph Johnson's only son,

Dr, Charles Johnson, is a surgeon in the employ of the
Pennsylvania Railroad, Clifford S, (Kempton) built his
Johnson story on fancy, How he came to write the other
stuff which you designate as libel, I am at loss to know.
I never had any acquaintance with the Kemptons; simply know
Jim and that is all.

You remember Robert and Cornelius Smith, 4o you
not? Their father, Cornelius fmith, Sr., owned and occupied

the large white mansion at Queen Lane and Township line
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road ("Carltcon®) , now YWissahickon avemue, Thomas Smith

a brolther of Cornelius, Sr., and who lived on School lane

had a son Clifford, whose sister James Kempton married ;

s0 the Clifford S. Kempton who wrote the article might’

be a son of that marriage., Jim Kempton must have neen
ST P P aT e O G E e Al ore ox s
founders of St. James the Less Church, whose place
adjoined "0ld Oaks" (site of Atwater Kent offices) whose
palatial brown stone mansion your father erected for
President Tucker of the Reading Railraod, married another
daughter of that Thomas Smith. Another Thomas Smith was a
brother of Richard Penn Smith, and father of lawyer
Randolph Smith. The Kemptons had a factory at Manayunk,
and I believe managed to get rid of a good deal of money
belonzing to George Blight and Cornelius Smith Sr, Archi-
bald Campbell, manager of the Kempton ¥ills, got possession
and had a large home built on School} lane, The Kempton
home became the property of Illis Yarnall, who =old 1%
to C. C., Harrison, late head of the University of Pennsyl-
vania, He occupizd it a short time, about 20 years ago,
when he was school controller from the 2l1st ward, 6f late
years the house has bsen vacant, and has , on two occasions,
been damaged by fire, caused by tramps.

1 have copied the c¢linping and will,have it
reprinted in the anayunk Chronitle. I may send a reply
to it to thke Springfield Republican, or to the Sostan
Tvening Transcript.

Joseph Johnson was 94 on January 24th, and is
remarkably wll preserved. On the Sunday following his
birthday, Dr. Willmarth(pastor of Roxborough Saptist Churchi
came down and Dr, Stidham had him preach his sermon on
the "Sovereinity of God", Was one of the finest 1 have
ever listened to. At the close of the service, Johnson was
invited forward and given a reception, This wags repeated
again after the February Commungion service, when tiary
Clouse and 1'rs, Wisand were included in the reception.
Aunt Belle Roberts was not present or she , too, would
have beern included. Dr. Charles K, Mills, I see by the
Torecast, is to lecture on larch 10th, in Americam Hall,on
"Eietorie Pacts", for the Colonial Dames, and the Falls of
Schuylkill Business iens' Association. I shall endeavor
to hear him,te=ht=slgaiss, e 1s preparing a history of the
¥alls which I believe will soon be in print,

I received a copy of the rules and a blank for
application to the fugent lome, but find is not eligible
as to age, which must be 65, and in other réspects. The
same conditions exist in all other homes I have tried.
What to do with him I do not Xnow, poor fellow, he is zall
alone in the house in Scott's lane. I had to pay another
month's rent on Vednesday and bought him coal to keep
hirself warm. argaret and my daughter keep him in victuals.
1t isapretty hard proposition., I fear it will require a
mighty influence to get him into any home, Outside of the
age gquestion, I really think George has as much right to
the Nugent Home, as had Joseph Walker,

Dr. Stidham is far from being a well men, I feel
grently concerned about him, As far as I can learn, the
operation he underwent last fall (Appendicitis) may have
to be repeated. If it does I fear the result, On Wednesdsy
night he told me he was feeling better than he had been,
but the Ioctor (Rath) had not reported definitely on the
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case. I do hope another operation ma# be avoided. The
church has done nobly in the matter df repairs, snd the
old building looks well on the outside. The inner walls
ought to be re-frescoed, but will have to wait till the
work done is paid for.

I bope, dear James, that in this lengthy letter
you may find the information desired, and that it will
also find you in good health and prosperity. As to-my
health, I have much to be tahankful for. I think I stand
the buffeting of all sorts of weather seven days a week,
about ae wellas any of my winters could be expected. What
a real rest there will be by and bye.

Sincerely yours,.

Robert R. Shronk,
P.8s I return the clipping as requested. 8

- -

2135 West Ontario Street,
March 1l4th 1911,

Dear James,

I have just returned from a trip down town and
have concluded to keep indoors until morning and doctor
& cold I contracted Sunday. I cannot tell how glad I was
on Friday night, to once more take you by the hand. How I
would like to have spent some time w th you before your
departure. I suppose you enjoyed the, to me ,very interest-
ing, lecture. Dr. Mills has certainly dug pretty deep
inbo the past history of th® dear old Falls, His showing
"Bobby" Evans' Founitain Park Hotel as a Revolutionary
relic was a mistoke, The central, or main part of that old
hostelry (Cafe Riviera) was owned and occupied as a dwelling
by Villieam Griffiths, who sold the property to James Cpencer,
for whom James (S8tanton] and Spencer (Calumet) strects were
named, Tvans previously conducted the 0ld Falls Hotel. He
built the wings and sheds to the Griffiths' dwelling and
then opened the Fountain Park Hotel. In a talk I had some
time ago, with Hugh Secott (father of lrs. Villism Jones, of
Haywood street) about ancient history Bf the Falle, he
informed me that scon afier John Dobeon bought Arnold's old
Hotel (Whalen's) one of the colonial mantelpieces on the 1Nﬂﬂ&p
csecond floor had to be repaired. Nathan Jaggers, the

carpenter, found it necessary to take it down in order %
place it back securely. On the back of the man*;"ﬁﬁg_?gﬁiﬁ-
the date April 13th 1731, and the neme of the gsupposed

maker of the the mantlg. The name Scott ecould not remember.
lo one scems to have enjoyed the lecture more than
our venerable friend, Josepnh Johnson, After leaving you I
took Jolnson's arm and we walked to Vidvale avenue, where
he and his daughter tcok a trolley car for their ho e,
e wanted to walk home, but the girls would not permit
him, I asked him on Sunday if he felt any the worse for .
being out so late FTriday night? His reply was "not.at 911,,
but there is one thing I greatly regred, and that is that I
shook hande with James Swartz end did not know him, What
¢an he think of me?" I suppose you took a night look at the
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church, and saw how much it has been improv:d. I wish we
might have a larger congregation, It pains me to see so
many empity pews, which seems a constant reminder of the
departed loved ones, who once filled the little churéh,
irs, Wieand, upon learning of your being at the lecture
cald she felt all ths more disappointed in not being able
To come gver Ca Cxe Z&il,

With best wighed I am,

Sincerely yours,
R, Roberts Shronk,

P.8. It is now raining and I am glad I arranged to remain
home for the night. S.

2135 West Ontario street,
lfarch 24th 1911.

Dear James,

Your letter of the 2}st vame to hand yesterday,
and was read with more than usual interest. It does nbdt
seem possible that 53 years have passed since the Sunday
you and your sister were baptized by the Rev. ¥, Judson
Clark, The occasion was your 1l8th birthday, so I congratu-
late you on having rounded out another year. Years, however,
do not count, " man is as 0ld ms he feels, and a woman
g8 0ld as she looks", gives one a letter idea of life, th@n
the simple statement that ke or she is so many years ocld.

I see, by this morning's papers, that our friend
Peter Bechtel, is again a widower; his second wife having
died yesterday. You remember hisg first wife was Jennie
Palmer, Poor Peter, he has been unfortunate and I believe
hias lost his business., What you said in your letter about
Horace Smith made me think of the time in April 18665, when
Lee surrendered. Mr. Chessshire, Lewis Mettinger, Bergeant
Cameron, asnd I, went up in the church spire and clanged the
bell, making all the noise possible., In the midst of the
din, I thought of Ella Smith, Horace's daughter, who was
very ill in the old house on the hill almost opposite the
church, and telling the others we quit the noise. Later
that afternoon, Horace saw l}IR. Chesshire entering the par-
sonage, and Laveshim a tongue lashing, "Why you scampy,
I'll box your earsi" said iir, Chesshire, and hurried to
the gate, but before he could get it open, Horace was
running up the steps toward his home, When Mr, Chesshire
preached hisg farewell sermon, from the text, "I, my Father's
house are many mansions", Horace was present and at the
close of the service saﬁi—to me, "Bob, Chesshire selected
the text to show Abbot that his is not the only mansion in
existence”., The best thing I ever heard about Horace was
tol¢d me a good many years aBo by Policeman Tholdas Short.
He and Eill Illingsworth, letter carrier, were down in
Tissot's meadow (front of Cafe Riviera) before the Park
drive was built., It was a suwmner's night. The saw Horace
walk out of Tissot's dining room carrying something white.
He walked down to the &done steps that led to the kitchen,
and walksd to the lower side of the hotel, where he placed
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what he was carrying under one of the evergreen trees,
then walked back toward the front of the hotel, Short said,
*T1lingsworth suggested that we go see what lorace had
placed under the tree, We did, and found he had stolen a
finely broiled chicken from the dining room. We each ate
half of the chicken, then placed the bones on the plate;
covered them with a napkins, and hid ourselves in the old
garden. In a 1ittle while Horace and Sam Winpenny came
down, the path. We heard Sam say, "Horace, if you're fooling
me I 11 punch your d--n head". "I'm not fooling you, Sam;
it's done a splendid brown. Here we arel" And stcoping down
he reached under the tree, drew out the covered plate, an&
handed it to Winpenny. Lifting the napkin, Winpenny say
only a lot of chicken bones, and just ss Horace had ratsed
up from his stooping posttion, Sam gave him a slap on the
face that sent him rolling down the hill, saying, "Da=n
you, teke that, you loaferl" and walked back toward the
front of the hotel, leaving llorace to sneak off toward the
river., I never could tell why , but I always had a liking
for Horace “mith, He always treated me right, and often
in our talks, he would speak well of the church, He des-
pised hypocrisy. He received his badness from his fazther,
whom I think was the rmost wicked man I have ever known.
He would boats of getting drunk three times a day, but was
one of those men who only ot drunk in their legs. When he
was on his death phed he sent for nmy father. I shall never
forget the expression on father's face when he returned
home that day. He walked in the house, sat down on the old
white settee, placed his face in his hands, and sat there
2 long time without speaking, Finally mother said, "Dan,
what is the matter?®, and his reply, "What do you suppose
Penn Smith wanted me for", When I reached his bedside he
raised himself up and said, "Dan, I'm glad you came, I'm
going to diel" and then raising the bed clothes said "I
winted you to see what a d&@=n pair of leges I've got to go
to hell withl" It was a long while before father got over
the effect of that visit,

When I last wrote you I had just returned from
down town and was feeling wretched., I. not onl¥ remained
home that Tuesday night, bot was kept home by an attck of
the grip all the rest of the week, and am not yet fully
over thr trouble , but am gradually getting all right. One
does not recupsrate so quickly w en he gets on in years.
With one being kept from work and having his revenue
etopped it does not pay to be sick long. In this week's
Chronicle I expect to find a 1iitle account of the fall
Dr. Mills spoke of in his lectire, as having been in
Falls run, If the article is printed I will mail you a
copy on lYonday, when I get to the office, You remember
John Tigbers, I suppose. He was buried last week, from
his home in West Philadelphia, and was 75 years of age.
Heileft the Tall scon after the cloce of the Civil War.

Hoping this will find you in good health, I an

Sincerely yours,

R. Roberts Shronk,
Mr, James S. Sawrtz,
No. 11 Broadway,
Wew York.
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March 29th 1911,
Dear James, ,

Did you ever have an attack of the "Dumps"?
I am having ones just bow, which almost keeps me from think-
ing. 80 far this has been an musually trying year, It
commenced on January Sthhin the death of Elizabeth (sister)
in the St. Timothy's Hospital, then my having to give up
work to nurse myself without a doctor's help, over an
attack of the grippe, from which I am slowly recoveringe.
Just as I was able to get out, my step-dzughter Elizabeth,
whio has been ailing for more than a year from nervous
prostration, brought on through attending to Nettie, took
down with the grivpe. All together the trials seem to come,
but the cost never ceases, All through my life I have
never had a position in which my pay would continue in
case of sickness or fordfed illness, =nd in all my years
the only vacationg I have had were the six weeks holidays
while attending the o0ld Torest School. Sormetimes I think
it would be well if the Osler system (ef chléroforming all
persons upon reaching sixty) would be carried out. And yet
life is pleasant even with its bitterness. Hoping you never
have, or will have such a case of "dumps", I mm gincerely
yours,

R, R, Shronk.

P.S. You are the only one I could write as I have. I
feel Better for doing it.

April 12th 1911
Dear Janes,

Your letter reached me Saturday morning. Sorry
you have that odd pain on the upper part of your chest,
which interferes with your writing. Have you ever tried
deep breathing? TFill your Jungs as full of air as they
will hold, then after a brief period exhale it slowly from
a partly clésed mouth, I Tind it to be helpful to many
complaints, It startes the blood circulating. In a talk
I had with a lManayunk atheist, a short time ago, about
ailments he said, "There is no ailment but what can be
traced to the stomach. That there is no such thing as
heart disease, and that if a person would tske care of
the stomach, all the other organs would remain normal".
He, Hugo Watson, a jeweler, is nearly 90 years old, and
is about as healthy dooking as anyone I Know. We have
known each other for more than thirty years. At first
we used to argue a great deal on religion, until I con=
vinced him that Baptist have never persecuted . He then
agreedrnot to argue. Mr, Milligan attributed his good health
to deep breathing. It helped him to overcome stammering.
1f .you have not tried it, I would advise you te do so,
and hope you may find relief.

Last Saturday afteérnoon I attended the funeral of
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Harriet Carr Crooks, at her late home on Rast Park Drive,
at the Falls, Dr, Stidham conducted the services, and was
assisted by Rev, Walter OQakfordypastor of the Grace
Reformed Episcopal Church, Harriet, or "Hal", as she was
generally called, was a good-hearted, helpful woman,

On Wednesday evening I made a short call on 2 widow
here in Tioga, in whom T am greatly interested. She is
the oldest Paptist,I prese§ in the world, and on Friday
will celebrate her 103rd birthday. 8he is a dear old
wom@n, remarkabvly well preserved and retains full control
of her faculties, Her name is Mrs, Ann Elizabeth Magill,
"Iy only troubled, she said, "is my sight, which is slowly
failing. As it is my second sight, the Doctors can do
nothing to save it." She goes up and down stairs unassisted,
takes daily walks on the porch, or in the yard, for exer-
ercise., She was born April l4th 1808, in Castle Valley,
Bucks County.

How swift is the flight of time, Tomorrow, April
12th will the 50th anniversary of the Confederates firing
uron Fort Sumter, thus starting the Civil War. You remember
how the Falls was stirred by the newe of that bombardment?
How the copperhead Democrats were forced te put out flags
to show their colors. By the way, it was in 1861 I heard
you make your first outdoor speech, or I should say it
was the first outdoor speech T heard you make, Do you re-
member thie occasion? The 88th Regiment was encamped in
Robeson's meadow,.(Queen Lane Pumping station site) The
celebrated Ringgold Band, of Reading, was the regimental
band. One bright evening of that summer the band marched
down to your home in Laboratory road, for the purpose of
serenading you and your sistelecccccccca= e

(Rest of letter missing)

-

llay 28th 19adl.

Dear James,

Forty-eight years ago tonight, the last Sunday
in May of 1863, you waited upon me when I was baptized by
r, Chesshire. Hence I enter upon my 49th year of jubilee
next Sunday, as a member of the Falls Church, What tre=
menduous changes have taken place during these years? As
one contemplates them, they are appalling. Only a few who
then occupied the pews are living. Others have come and
gone, On June 7th , next Vednesday, efforis will be made
to have special services, and to get the members togethher,
for that evening, with a view of getting a better attenda
ance to the regular prayer meetings. I presume you have
heard of the death of lLrs, Sarah Abbot Brooks. She was buried
on Vddnesday afternoon, from an undertaker's parlor on
Chestnut street. Interment was made in North Laurel Hill
Cemetery. 1 knew nothing of her death until Wednesday even-
ing, when Idwin Singer told me of his having attended the
funeral. We have what is known ag a Permanent Council, here
in Philadelphia, It takes action on examining candidates
for ordination, and in considering new churches geeking
recognition. I attended a meeting of the Council last
Tuesday night, in the RoBer Williame Building, 1701 Chest-
nut street., I questioned the candidate, John latthias, of
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Frankford Avenue Church, on his belief in the resurrection.
At the conclusion of the meeting Dr. Rowland came to me
and sald, "I am glad you are an old-fashioned Baptist like
myself." Pity there are not more of the old fashioned type;
somelbhiing has crawled into the church which is leaving its
impress, and not for the church's good, We are to have a
wor ld-wide Baptist gathering here, next month, when dele-
gate badges will cost $2, 2nd then will not insure the holder
admission to Gracs Church Temple, They want the money to
help defray the traveling expenses of foreign delegates,Guess
I will not invest in a badge,

ly brother, George, is still in the Samaritan Hospi-
tal, much better of his kidney trouble, but is to have a
cataract removed from one of his eyes on Tuesday. Dr., Stid-
nam informed the congregation this morning that Dr. Will-
marth is seriosuly ill at his home in Wissahickon, with
heart disease., The church was prettily decorated today for
the memorial services to be held thie evening By General
G. K. Warren Post No. 15, G. A, R., of Manayunk, Dr, Stid-
ham ie to speak at the memorial services on Tuesday in
Westminster Cemetery,

I have written this since having my supper and
must now start out in search of news, a nice occupation
for a 48 years old Baptist on a Sunday night, isn't it?
Wish I could do without, but I can't,

Hoping you are well as this leaves me, I am as
ever,

Sincerely yours,

R. Roberts Shronk,

May 13th 1911,

Dear James, Your highly interesting letter of the 9th
re:ched me on the 10th, So James Pennypacker, who married
your cousin lives in Germantowm, Did you not have a cousin
Sallie? Somehow I had the impreseion that was the name

of the young woman who used to visit your house on Ridge
avenue, and who became lirs, Pennypacker, I had a talk om
Thursday night, with the secretary of the Centennial

commni ttee of the RoxXborough Lodge, No. 135, F and A.M.

and told him of 1.DeGroot having a son whem he might find
in this city. In thinking about Cornelius DeGroot, I
remember his going to Bobby Evans', between hymns, His

son, Cornelius and I sat on the same bench in Mr, Mackie's
school, in which you figured, One day upon reaching the
sxhool, by way of Smith's Hill, I saw a crowd of boys at
the top of the steps leading up "School Hill", close to

the old,pump. I found a man siitinhg onlthepstep, and asked
him to come in the school. He said he would, after the boys
were seated, The spelling class had just been called in
front of the platform, when "Jolnnie", as I had called him,
walked in, He took the first seat and when lir, Mackie Bave
the word to be spelled, he rose and spelling it, advanced
to the second seat. He spelled the next word, and then
walked to the third seat, Nr, Mackie came down to where I
was sitting, and asked me to go for Mr. DeGroot, a director,
who lived in the Stoever Stone House, near the Reading
railraod, near Scott's lane, I ran to the house and learned
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Mr. De8root had gone on the atage to the city. Running back
to school I found the boys all on the outside, many of them
crowding the doorway. I ran around on the lower, or girls!
side and climbed through & window, You were the only one
beside "Johnnie" and the teacher in the room, I can see you
now, sitting on top of one desk, your feet up on another,
with your arms folded on your knees, Mr, liackie repeatedly
asked you to help him put the viesiter out, but you refused.
When I had told Mr, liackie that Mr; De@rootihad gone to the
city, he called to Johm Drennan, who stood in the door, "
Pussy, go down for Hoganl" Hogan, a stout and powerfully
built man was a dyer in Nugent!s little mill., "Pussy”
brought him to the school, as he entered lr. lMackie became
courageaus and catbhing "Jolnnie" by the neck, and the
seat of his trousers, shoved him down the aisle to the advanc-
ing Hogan, Then the fun was over, That afternoon, while
standing at the corner outside of Shantz' store, "Johnnie"
came up the rg®wd and talked to Shantz, who called him John.
Shantz told me later, that the men's name was John Dyer and
that he hzd recently been in the Blockley Insane Asylum,
Perhaps you will remember "Johnnie's" visit to the school.
You, I believe, 2t the time had a grudge against lr. Mackie
for whipping John "Pussy" Irennan a few days previous, when
he had a sore hand, and when you coolly told the teacher
that if he struck Dremnan again, you would hit him with a
slate you 8%00d, ready to throw.

I have no doubt but what Dr, Mills would appreciate
the Hagner letter you mentioned. We have had several days
of summer weather with the mercury at 90 degrees.

‘e churches of Germantown, Chestnut Hill, Logan,
Falls, Wiscsahickon, Manayunk, and RoXvorough, organized
a Northwest Baptist Social Unioen, on Thursday, in Roxborough
Church, I waspresent a little while at the evening session, as
a reporter, I had to take my Wother George to the Samaritan
Hospital on Thursday, He is suffering from kidney trouble.
Hoping this will find you in good health as it leaves me,
I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. Shronk,

May 6th 1911,
Dear James,

I see in todays Ledger the death notice of James
Pennypacker, in Phoenixville, and an wondering if he hight be
the James Pennypacker wiho married your Gousin Sallie, Another
of the older residents of the Palls, Nrs., Rosanna McCabe
Riley, was buried on Thursday after High Mass in St. Bridget's
Church, You will remember her as "Rosie® Sjantz, by which
name she was long known owing to her having lived with the
Shantz family for many years., She was in her 75th year, and
died Sunday after a brief illness of pneumonia, I called
at the house on James, now Stanton street, while the wake
was being held, to pay my respects and was warmly received
by Mr. Joseph Riley, her husband, They have two sons,

Joseph, who is a musician, znd a very fine young man, and
Bernard, who, poor fellow, is afflicted with the drink
habit, and was a source of much trouble to bis mother,

Do you ever have dreams? I h:d one last night, in
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which I was at your old home and in which m¢me of the
then happy life I knew was lived over again, Your mother axi
my mother and your sister were all alive and figured in
the dream, Strange, is it not, how one's Mind , or soul ---
I believe it is the soul that dreams---sees and experienes
so much in the brief space of a dream? And, when the
awakening comes, wjat a difference to the dreamer to find
himself zlone.

Do you know anything about Cornelius DeGroot, that
would go towards making up a biogrpahy of him for Roxbor-
ough Lodge No. 135 F. and A, M.? While I am not a member
of the order I have been asked to give fzcts concerning
2 number of past mssters , ¥or a history in 1913, when the
lodge will celebrate its 100th anniversary. DeGroot is one
of the past masters, I have been shmmoned to supper so
will bring this to an end, Hoping it will find you in good
health, I am sincerely yours,

R. Robertes Shronk.

Mr. James 8. Swartz,
11l Broadway,
New York,

- -

June 5th 1911,
Dear James,

We are having one of those cold June rains

and it is very disagreeable., Of late years I have made

it a point not to change underclothing in May and I

feel today a little sorry that I changed in June, I think
aeu were right in spelling our old sclicdlmaster's name

ackie, The last time I saw him was on a Sunday after-
noon in the early seventies. I was on my way to Sunday
School, and met him just below the church on Queen lane.
He was on his way to the 0ld Academy, where he had charge
of Holy Trinity Mission (Brace Reformed Church) that was
en outgrowth of the Church of St. James the Less, and
which Thomas Powers, of the Laboratory firm ceptured
and from it formed what is now Grace Reformed Episcopal
Church, Ur, lMackie looked at me quiet awhile that Sunday
before recognizing me, When he knew me, he asked, "Are you
any better than when you wers a boy?" Poor old man, while
he wag not much of 2 teacher, I have always thought he
had generzally a pretity hard lot of boys to deal with, and
earned his salary of $600 per year, I think Jou were going
to High School, at the time XMr, Mackie took Squire William
Sorber by the arm, and thrust him out of the school door.
Borber had been elected School Director, and came on
Tuesday to school to dictate to I/r. Mackie how he should
teach permmanship, After a brief argument Sorber found
himsel? outside the school, Several days later Sorber,
accompanied by Nathan Nathans, controller; Cornelius De@root,
Robert Morison, and several other directors, walked into
the school, After a Did and Didn't conversation between
Sorber amd the teacher, Mr, Nathans , with his squeaky
volce, addressed the school, telling us boys about George
Washington and the 1little hatchet, end of the importance
of telling the truth, He then told us that lr, Sorber and
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the teacher had agreed to let us decide whether lr,
aorber had been foreibly ejected from the school, To his
question; "Did Mr, Mackie put Mr, Sorber out of the
school?" every boy of us yelled out an earnest "Nol% I
gan see Sorber yet, as he left the school, his face red
with anger, Why we lied for the teacher I have never been
able to say, for none of loved him too well. I sunpose
we wanted to help him out of his trouble, He never &
treated us better than he did the rest of that week,

On Wednesday night the church will hold a social
re-union in celebration of its 73rd anniversary, The cele-
bration will be continued Sunday morning. Wednesday the
7th is the anniversary . It will also be the 48th anniver-
sary of my receiving the hand of fellowship., The church
was just 25 years old the day I was received. I was then
in my 19th year; was 19 on the 18th of October, There is
not much difference betisen our ages. During most of my
boyhood I suffered from the result of brain fever, which
I had when 9 years old. I could not play as other boys
did, owing to headache, Owen (8hronk) was 16 months
older, yet everybody thought I was the older, I wish it
were possible for you to be with us on Wednesday svening.
I have just been called to supper, after which I will
make my nightly round in quest of news, Hoping you are
well, us this lesaves me, I am , as ever,

S8incerely yours,

R. R, Shronk,

-

Auzust 30th 1911,
Dear James,

I have been thinking of you frequently today.
There are times when I seem to dwell more in the past than
in the present, On such dreary days as the one we are
having, the retrospective takes hold and I recount the good
0ld days that are gone forever., A few days apo, while on
my way to the Lédger office, I stepped on a trolley car
in which Mrs, Wieand, and her brother, Dr., Dallas Peltz,
were seated, The Doctor , you remember, nmarried a
daugh ter of the Rev. Thomas lialcolm, a former pastor of
Nicetwen Saptist Chureh, They seem to have separated and
he is living on his farm, somewhere down in Few Jersey.
He has been much afflicted with gout, dut was looking
fine the day I met him, In our talk he spoke of our school
days, and of Mr. HMackie. He was he often thought of the
boys who attemded the school with him and Josiah, and
wondered how many of them are living, I took up the thought
after he left the car, and can recall at least 40 who are
still living, Wouldn't it be a pleasant thing if the sure
vivors could come togéther in a re-union? James ¥, Hope,
president of the Union League, and who was mentioned as
a candidate for Mayor, attended the 50th anniversary, which
T induced the School Board to hold in 1901, when Forest
8chool had occupied the site that many years, The anniver-
sary should have been held in 1900, but delays put it off
ti1l tee next year, Rev, Dr. Walker was also present.
Wouldn't the teachers 3f us old boys would get together
and march into the school?
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How are you? Are you.  well? I hope that you
have had a plesasnt summer and that the fall which will
gsoon be here may find you in geood health and prosperous.
I have been very Tirtunate at my work, Pometimes I get
tired and 2 little discouraged, but such feelings pas. Since
t-e second week in July I have been working Tor three
daily papers, Ledger, North American and Record. It Xxeeps
me pushing the pencil pretty close, but it also helps me'
to meet the expenditures of life, By the three I do as well
as I used to in the palmy days of the Ledger during lr,
Childs' times, when ons's work was appreciated and paid
for. Everything now is commercialism, You know, of dourse,
of the death of John Dobson, Poor fellow, he went off
suddenly, Things #£0 on at the mills and at the Fallsg, just
as they did while he was living. Samuel Wyatt buried his
wife several weeks ago., He has, I believe, three daughters,
who care for him. Sam is a good man and I have always had
a high regsrd for him, ever since he came into my class in
the Sunday School., We are having a mix-up in politics here
in the ecity, and the fight is turning into one of religion.
William 8., Vare is a lethodist., I do not know what Mr,
(George F.) Barle is religiously, but the Catholics to a
man, seem to be for him, I do not think Vare capable for
the job (Mayor) judging from a little talk I had with hinm,
and from an attempt he made to deliver a speech, Rudolph
Blankenburg, the "old War Horse" for reform, may be
elected through the trouble in the Republican camp, I must
stop today, to obey a call for supper,
Your o0ld friend,

October 1l4th 1911,
Dear James,

Your letter of yesterday, "Hoodoo Friday", the
13th, came to hand this morning., I read it before eating
my breakfast, at 10 o'clock, my usual time,ARigdocratic,
isn't? Yes, we are having a political love Teast, hére in
poor old Philadelphia. I opposed the nomination of "Bwother
Bill" Vare, because I thought him incapable, and like
others voted for Barle, but will not help his election. Your
comparing his humility with that df a Uriah Heep, is a
good one. As Uriah was for Uriah, sp Barle dsc for Earle.
From what I hear, I think Rudolph Blankenburg has a good
chance of being our next Mayor, You mentioned my being
reminiscent. It seems I always have been, If its a sign of
advancing age, mine has advanced slowly, for I will Dbe
only 67 years old on next Wednesday, October 18th, All we
have we owe to the past, and what we are was acfieved
in the yesterdays of our liwes, When the Apostle Paul
spbke of "Forgetting the past", he did not mean its
history, but his religious career, Without the past there

would be no friendship, How fast the friends we gained in
- the past are disappearing, and what a di fference there
is in the old time friendships, to those formed in recent
vears, The latter are, it seems, only acquaintances and
not fiximnds. Even in church there is not the close
fellowship once expsrienced, I delight in the retrospective
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to recall those good old days, when my heart was young,
before the clfuds of loss and adversity came to darken the
days of life, In my experiences there are so many things
occurring which dbrings up the past. In my newspaper
writing I am greatly helped at times, in knowing something
of the historical, and I have been able to help otlers in
the same line of work, which to me is always a pleasure,
often without any other remuneration, Cn Thursday evening,
Mr, H. C. Lincoln came out with his Atlantic City Chorus,
and gave a splendid musicale at our chur€h. Among those
who enjoyed it were lliss Rebecca Uhler, who was also pre=-
sent last Sunday morning, She 1s living in the city again,
withTittle®liza", who was with her on Thurdday evening,
but who is no longer ILittle Eliza, Lizzie Mettinger Stine
came down from Horristown, These two naturally carried one
back into the good old past, We planned to have a Rally
Week, There wag a good attendance Sunday morning, The
Sunday Schlool held its rally in the afternoon and evening.
On Nonday evening, the Baptist Sunday School Superintendents
held their monthly meeting for whiech the teachers and
officers prepar=d supper., Thu¥sday everning we attempted to
hold an old-fashioned tea, and mzde provisions for 100;
less than 50 came. When the tea was proposed there was a
good deal for fezr lest the money needed would be hard
to collect, ¥he cost being estimated at $16. To allay the
fears 1 vodlunteered to raise the money, and without asking
anyone in the Falls, collected §19, which I gave to Edwin
Singer to pay the bills, I wish something could be done to
bring the people out, and break up the cold indifference
of too many of the members, Those who do attend, do nobly
finaneially and otherwise, Bometimes I wish we had another
Chesshire, who with all his "bull-head English ways" organi=
zed his forces for work and kept up:the congregation, Per-
sonally, I owe much to him, and to you, for what I know
religiously . He forced me to work and you gave me profit.
able advice and encouragement. How things have changed in
the Palls, But here I am again getting back into the past.
Do you blame me? Hoping you are in good health, as I am
at present, I am, as ever,

S8incerely and gratefully yours,

Robert R, Shronk,

11/11/11
( November 1lth 1911,)

Dear James,

Notice plezse the manner of dating thizs letter.
For the eleventh time this has been possible since the new
centuly came in, in 1901, (The Writer must have intehded
to say "the first time") Next year , if spared we may in
December write it 12/12/12. None ofi#¥1ll be evsr again
write them, for a century must pass before the can be
repeated, You are jubilant over the result of the election
we had here on Tuesday. I do not feel so elated over lr.
Blankenburg, or those back of him; ex-Judge Gordon and
others, Had Reyburn submitted to their terms and allowed
them to dictate his appointments, what a different kind of
a Mayor he would have been in their estimation, While I am
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hoping the best from the incoming administration, I fear
the city will take a step backward. I am glad Tustin pulled
through and that Acker is to be the next sheriff, I have
seen so many alleged reforms, that I become a Doubting
Thomas,

I hope to be able to at tend Dr, Mills' lecture on the
night of the 17th, and shall endeavor to push my work
back an hour further into the night, as I do Wednesday nights
in order to get to the prayer meetings, Dr. Mills wrote ne
a couple of weeks ago, desiring me to send him my photo=-
zraph and stated he would in his lecture quote me and other
historians of th:s Falls. I presumes he wants to have a slide
made of the photo. I am anjiously waiting for him to pub-
lish his history as I am sure it will be as intersting as
it would be complete,

We had a 1little fright in church on Sunday evening,
Dr, Stidham had almost concluded the second prayer, when he
suddenly stopped; then in a faint voice bezan the Lord!'s
Prayer; then stopped again, Harry Binkin in a very nice
way, walked up into the pujpit and placed Dr, Stfidham in
a chair, Mrs, Stidham , Singer, John Wyatt, and I, also
went up to the pulpit. Dr. Stidham had become unconsciious
for a brief period, but was all right again by the time
the choir -hiad sung a hymn, Binkin had announce and
insisted upon continuing the service, 1 remainpseated on
a chair immediately behind him, ready to grasp him shéuld
he give out, but he went through the sermon without trouble
and ater celebrated the communion. He cannot account
for the attack and on Wednesday dight , when I last saw
him, was none the worse for the experience, He says it must
be a sign of age, and told me he will be 74 next month, I
did not think he was so much oldser than I, dbut we can never
judge from appearances, I saw Jennie Reed last evening, She
hasg recently undergone an operation for appendicitis in
8ts Timothy's Hospital, She shows she hag suffered, bdvut
says she is gradually getting all right azain.

This leaves me in good health, but I am troubled
somewhat with my sight, I had to get new glasses but can-
not get accustamed to them, and am taking stomach toning
drafts which seem to help me slowly, As it is I »ead as
little as possible, Hoping you are in good health, and may
long continue to do so, I am.

Sincereély yours,
R. Roberts Shronk.

- .-

November 18th, 1911.
Dear James,

I was very glad to see you looking so well last
evening, but am sorry I was compelled to leave the hall
without a chance for a chat, Two things annoyed me, very
much, during Dr. Mills' highly interesting leature, That
alarm of fire meant that I might been needed, and I was
suffering aigreat deal with urinal trouble, I was very much
afraid the latter would have kept me from attending the
lecture, but fortunately I obtained a remedy which gave
me relief amd great comfort, The thing is a mark of age,
and comes on with the slightest co0ld which settles there.
S0 much Tor my hurrying away. I have long thought the
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word, "History", ought to De spelled with another "sS", so0
that it would be "His Story", because all historians have
their own vergsions of factas, Without any thought of ceriti-
cising the lecture of last evening, there were a number of
things said which woyld mot bear dhé light of fact being
turned on them, For instance: that old tumble down building
pres=rtted as "Cock Roach Row". The structure shown was
"Paddy McGowan's Row" and was on the opposite side of old
Ferry Road from "Cock Roach Row", You will remember that the
old row had little ffont yards and there were dormer
windows on the roof of each house, Samuel and "Aunt Hannaht
Scott, parents of Hugh, George snd Harriet, lived in the
one nearest the bridge, Silas Timbers and the Bennetts
occupied others of the houses., The Dr. Mills said that Josiah
Whites! wire mill stood near Cock Roach Row. It was on the
lower side of the bridge. You will doubtless remember the
two stone arches that stood near the river, until they were
torn down by Henry Becker, when he helped construct the
Park Drive., As to the Laboratory, the grounds were bought
from James Spencer, whp owned the old barn, and frém George
Shronk, BElizabeth Winpenny, Mary A, Miller and Saral Mower,
Thomas Shrenk , of Ilanayunk, who owned the Shantz propetrty
was another son, The works were built in 1847.48, The
alcohol distillery on the lower side of Ridge avenue, was
built in 1850, o mention was:made of George L. Harrison,
as a member df the firm, He retired at the end of 1853,
Through him the building vack of the o0ld barn was erected
in 1848, 28 a school house for children.of the employees.
The second floor was fitted up as a library and reading
room for the workman, As soon as he quit the firm the
sehool. library, and reading room were discontinusd by the
great philanthropist Thomas Powers, and lr, Weightman, who
had the building formed into four dwellings, as it is today.
I enjoyed what he said about the Reading Railway's magnificent
Stome Bridge and the little he said about your father, whose
character I have always regarded as being as near perfect
as any I have ever known, All together the lecture was a
good one and I think well delivered, lie hdd a splendid
audience and everybody weemed pleased, After leaving the
hall T hurried with my daughter, thinking to put her on the
train, but we missed it by a few minutes. We then walked
down to Rldge avenue. I went to the police station, and
learming the fire was a trifling one at Dobson's Mill came
home with Nettie, ,phoning my work to the papers fpom a
drug store,

Goodbye till next time,

R. R. Shronk.

Christmas, 1911.
Dear James,

A Hlerry Christmas and a Happy New Year hawving
a little spare time this afternoon, I thousht I would de-
vote it fo indulging in a written chat with you.

What a difference the yeare make in Christmas and
other festive occasions? I tihouzht as I sat at the table
today, of what I would give to have , for just a little
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while, the appetite I had when I was a boy. As that is one
of the has beens.I have to comfort myself with plain vic-
tuals, which after all, are best for those getting on in
years, Ve are having spring-like weather here today, and
it seems that most people are out-of-doors to enjoy it.
Here we are, avout to the close of another year, and as
usual I am thoughtful of the past, The year has been a
good one to me in many respects, I have enjoyed good health
and been able to attend my work without interruption, It
has also brought me, as it has to meny others, sorrows
which at times cause sadness, A year ago today, my favorite
sister, Elizaveth, was in the Hospital with bright prospects
of recovering feom pneumonia, Juat as we were most hopeful,
meningitis set in and took her from us, Such are the
penalties of 1ife, Humanly vieweéd.Are we not blest in having
a better and a brighter view? I often think of you and
the losses you have sustained, and wonder how you have
managed to bear up under them, I have a home, with those
who care for me most lovingly and tenderly, making me as
comfortable as possible, I hope the closing year has been a
good one to you in every respect, and that you are better
off spiritually, physically and financially than at its
beginning. I was over to church yesterday morning,and
enjoyed Dr. Stidham's Christmas sermon , and the music of
the choir, but it was not the old time choir, by a great
deal, Christiana Whalley came to church, she said, to
celebrate her 8ls$ birthday. At the close of the service
Dr. Stidham had her taken to the lower platform, where she
received the congratujations of the congregation as the
men and women passad by and shdok hands with her., Her mother
was a sistier of my father. Dr. Stidham spoke in the after-
noon at the Baptist Home, There are two young girls from
the Sunday School awaiting baptism. They will come before
the church on Wednesday evening, Here is a clipping from
the Nicetown Sun, which I wrote for last weesk's issue, The
. proof reader was not ovéyly careful, as you will see by
the coreection I made,

Hoping this will find you in the best of health,
happy and prosperous, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Rl Rl Shronk.

January 25th 1912.

Dear James,

I have just been looking over the little book,
published by the churéh in 1888, when the 50th anniversary
was celebrated, I looked up the date upon which the first
servicz was held in the present building and find it was
Mareh 21st, 1852, your twelfth birthday. As it will be 60
years this coming HMarch, I have thought it wight stir up
gome interest in thhe church and Sunday School by a simple
celebra tuon of the anniversary. Our old, but not aged
friend, Joseph Jolhnson as you are aware celebratsd his 95th
birthday yesterday. I called on him on Tuesday afternoon,
and had a tong and plesant chat with him, I have prepared
a little sketch of him, to be printed in Sunday's Record,
with his photograph. The latter I borrowéddfrom Dr, C. K.

o
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Mills, Uretta (Johinson) called to see her uncle yesterday,
and spoke ddst night, of the many letters he had received,
mentioning one from you, which she said was greatly appreci-
ated. Mrs. Rebececa A, Garripgues, of 32nd and Spring Garden
streets, a sistfer of Brother Johnean died on Tuesday evening,
on the eve of his celebration, This Bad occurrence marred
the celebration. Me now has a sister, urs, Elizabeth Jewett,
in Lima, Ohio, and abrother, Beorge Jolinson, who with him
survive of a family of twelve,

Vot having heard from you for a long while, I
thought you had gone to California, or somewhere in a warmer
climate, to get awdy from the terrible cold weather. The
longer I live the more I dislike the cold, ofwhich in my
business I get a full share, I have been very Tbrtunate
g0 far this winter in having had but one cold, I find that
wearidng a skull eap in meetinz is a great protection,

Hestzr Bechtel has been very ill as has my Aunt
Isabelle Roberts. Hettie is in the Gorgas Home, Roxborough,
and Aunt Belle is at her daughter, Belle's, home in Roxborough.
Hoping the winter has been good $o you, and that you are
enjoying good h=alth, I am,

Yours sincerely,
R. R. Shronk,

February 29th 1912,

Dear James, It has been sometime since I received your last
letter, about the time of Joseph Jounson's 95th birthday
anniversary, I have not seen him since, but have learhed
that he is doing nicely. The dealn of his sister, the day
before his celebration, was a great shbck to him, He has
not been out of the hiouse since, Well, we had the Washington
Birthday Party at the church, when birthday offerings were
made so as to lessen the $350 debt on tiie improvements.
About one-sixth of the amount was contributed, That doesn't
sound much, but considering the small number and the high
cost of living, I think it was pretty good., As I have
previously stated, 1t will be 60 years on liarch 21st, since
the church Roved into the present building. On that Sunday
in March 1852, the Sunday School became known as the Falls
of Schuylkill Baptist Sunday School, instead of the Union
Sundzay School. It had practically been a Baptist School

for years before leaving the 0ld Academy. Benjamin Marley
had been gupsrintendent and continued until 1863 when lr.
Chesshire succeeded him, All th: teachers, but one, liiss
Fate Sorber, a Presbyterian, were Baptists. She came with
the school to its new home and taught hier class several
years, I suggested to the church last night that a cele-
bration of the anniversary be held on the evening of larech
21lst, by the school and church jointly, when a little more
interest might be awakened., Dr, Stidham had just gotten
over a spell of illnessg Some bladder trouble, He was unable
to get out a week ago. last night and showed his
weakness on Sunday. He goes to the llasonic Home on Sunday
afternoén to preach for the Iadies' Auxiliary of Mary
Commandery, Knights of Templar, Hope he may get risht strong
for the occasion. I am heartily glad that today ends

February, which with January has been very trying to those




seen 36,
of us whd have/the biggest half of our pilgrimage. Personally,
I have been greatlyblest, having gone through thus far in
the winter with but trifling ailments, How has it been with
you? I hope just as well if not Dbetter, Could you not be
able to be present at the celebration on your birthday; a
letter from you to be read on the occasion would be greatly
appreciated by the many who remember your successful ad-
ministration of the Sunday School, for so many years,
With best wishes I am,
Sincerely yours,

R. R, Shronk,

larch 20th 1912.
Dear James,

I write this hoping you will receive it tomorrow,
the amnigersary of your birthday., Did I not know that you
have seen twelve half dozen years, I would never believe
you have seen so many. So please accept my congratulations
on your being so young des.ite the summers and winters you
have seen. Remenmber that a woman is only as old as she
looks and a man as 0ld as he feels, There are a few of the
people I know who I like to think about, and you are one
of them. We have known eadi other a good manyyears; have
lived at the old Falls, where the dear people talked a
great de-l about each other, and where one's fTaults never
lost anything in the gossip, and yet we loved those dasar
men and women, who made up that neighborly community. Much as
I have known and mihgled with that people, I have never
heard a word spoken against James S. Swartz, In your youth
you won the respect of zll by the devotion shown to your
mo ther, You have been and still are noble in the little
churech in which we have shared so many bleegsings., While
life is so sweet and we love it so well, we have the con-
scuousness that while it is Tleeting , the years are bringing
us nearer home, to be welcomed by loved ones gone on beéfore.
The church has decided to celebrate the 60tk anniversary of
occupying the present home, on Sunday . In the morning, Dr.
Stidham will preach an appropriate sermon and I am to read
a brief sketch. The Sunday School, which began March
21st , 1852, ws a Baptist Sclicol, will hold its celebration
in the afternoon, whenthe programme will include an address
by the Rev. W, B, Forney, pastor of the llount Vernon Baptist
Church, Spetial gservices will alse be held in the eveéning.

In looking over the list of charter members I find
that Peter Bechtel is the only one now living, I called on
Joseph Johnson, week before last, found him well and in
good ppirits, still enjoying the Rind bhrthday letters
received from you and other friends,. He presented me with a
pretty sterling silwer cigar cutter with my monogram engraved
upon it in script,

Wishing you a Jjoyful birthday, and hoping you may
have many peacful years, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. Shronk,
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March 28th 1912.
“Year James,

I have just arrived home from RoXborough, where
I attended the annual meeting of the Owerseers of the Poor,
of Roxborough Township, and partook of a roast turkey
digner. Your letter of yesterday came to hand this morning.
I was glad to learn of your having taken a trip South and
hope it may be of lasting benefit to you. I do not remember
the freci<led faced boy, ¥ecCoy, your spoke of. There used to
be a family of Maloys at the Falls. During one of his visits
nome from California, Uncle William Roberts told me of the
Valoy boys, who he said used to slide barefooted on the
ice, One of the boys besgsme a hoatman on the Schuylkill
and was noted for his blewing the long boatmsn's horn. It
seems that my Uncle spoke of one of the boys being at one
time Mayor of Cliicago, but I have never thought of it,
until I read your letter this morning. The next time I see
Hugh Scott I will ask him, He is a walking history of
the Falls,

The celebrationron Sunday was quite a sugcess, evary
one seemed pleased with the sketch I prepared and read, At
the conclusion of the service I handed the sketch to lrs.
Stidham, who being deaf could not hear it, She promised tp
return it on Wednesday, but dhstedad she informed me the
proprietor of the Forecast had called at the parsonage; asked
for, and received the sketch, I called the proprietor on
the telephone and he told me he would print the sketech next
week, with a portrait of Dr. Stidham and a piecture of the
church, It was rather a display of gall, but ag it may
benefit the church, I made no objection, So when I receive
the &tra copies he promised to send me, I will send you one.

We had a very pleasant service at the church last
night; theattendance wag better than it has been for some
time. A young man, Frederick Hodeson, and two young women
were successful for baptism, on Sunday evening. I hope these
will prove the drdppings that will precede a copious shower.

I was greatly surprised and saddened last evening
to see in the Bulletin that our friend and flermer school
mate Thomas K. Arnold had died yesterday following an
operation for stomach trouble, after a2 Wrief illness. The
last time I saw him was on the night Dr. C. K. Mills delivered
his last lecture in American Hall, He is the thirteenth of
my friends, inecluding Rear Admiral Melville, who have died
this year, Should you czll on our venerable friend Jeseph
Johnson anytime you may be in the Falls, I assure you the
visit will be appreciated by him and his daughters.

Hoping this will find you in the best of health,
ag it leaves me, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R, R, Shronk,
April 4th 1912.
Dear James,

Your letter of yesterday awaited my coming to the
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fully recovered but have to be careful as to what I eat.
One does not recuperate as quickly when the years are piling
upon him, What a blessing it is to have a telephone on
one's hcuse, when he is in a weak physical condition, With it
I was able to keep up my work, with the asdistance of a
Germantown reporter who kindly assisted me in getting news
that could not be obtained by the phone, How is your health?
It seems an age since I have heard from you, Have you been
able to Bet away to some more comfortable retreat?z:Hopé you
are enjoying good health, In all my years I have never had
a vacation, and never felt that I needed one., Home has
always been good encugh,

On Sunday we had a pretty heavy rain, with the usual
result, a emall congregation at chureh, In the small gathera
ing was James Dobson, and I do not think he had ever heard
a better sermon than the one Dr, Stidham preached on
"Paul's Thorn in the Flesh", Tcnight the trustees are to
hold a lawn fete in the rear of the church., From present
appearances I am d@frald they will have a rainy night, Three
candidateSwill be haptized on Sunday evening., All females.
Some in the Sunday Schiool are hesitating,

Sincersly yours,
Ro R. f-?hl’.‘on.k.

Hovember 9th 19123.
Dear James,

Ittseems an age since I have seen or heard from
you, I am taking 2 little rest today, by spending the afliter-
noon at home, The girls have gone to the city leaving me
to take care of the house, with instructions not to leave the
fire go ouk. After telephoning to myrpapers I got to thinking
when you came to mind, 2o I concluded to have a little chat
with you on parer, How do you like the result of Tuesday's
election? I was not surprised in Wilson being elected, but I
did not expect to see so great and wide a sweep. I voted
for the Washington Party electors, and the Republkcan State
and Céunty ticket. Where all the Philadelphia Democrats
came from is a mystery, I had thought themall dead, In
attending the few meetings held in llanayunk, 28 a reporter,

I was much amused in seeing many of my old Democratic

enemies lined up against their own party. lLast year every

one of them were out and out Republicans and voted for Earle,
at the behest of McNichol. In the beginning of the late
campaign every Catholic with whom I talked was strong for

the re-election of Taft. They all turned in favor of Vilson.
Even those on the police force, and their name there is
legion, quietly voted the Democratic ticket, The die Dbeing
cast, we will have to wait for the result, By the way, I was
accused auring the fzll, of being a Democrat, At 18th and
Butler streets, is allarge and handsome new public school
rmed after Grover Cleveland, Qliver P, Ely. formerly of

the Forest Schiool, is the supervising principal. I vistted
the school a year ago last lMay, and expressed my disappointment
in Ely , in not seeing anpicture of Cleveland on the walls,

I wrote to lrs. Cleveland, as a Ledger reporter, She,.I e
learned later, was abroad, In July of this year a fine photo-
graph came to me, from a Princeton , N.J. photographer, by
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breakfast teble this morning, The Irs, Boardman whose
death notice you read in the Ledger is not conrected with the
Beardmans of the Falls. REdward Beardpyan, rather an intelli-
gent and good looking young Irishman, came to the Falls
about 1850 and was employed as coachman at Abbottsford, then
in ites glory. My half-sgister, Sarah Shronk, about the same
time went to Abbots as nurse for Qriffithe She and the
coachman got married, "Sallie" as we called her, ®ied in
1882, She and Mary Pretty, Harry Pretty's wife, were sisters,
and daughters of my father's first wife, John Shronk, who
carried on carpentering in the city, and widely known as
a fiddler, was a brother., You may have known him, He lived
for a time, in Mower's Row, and used to have his carpenter
shop on the Shronk fishing lane, The day John moved to the
city, Owen and I helped witlhh the moving, and thus were
kept from being in swimming with Dr. Hills, when he came
50 near being drowned . That was one of the exciting events
I missed? John William Pretty, Harry's youngest son, wae
buried last week, I knew nothing of his death till jast
before the fuheral. Owing to my eye trouble I do very little
reading, ¥y eye doctor is treating me for bladder trouble,
which he says he gradually leaving, I'd like to say goodbye
to it forever. So your niece is going over to St. James the
Less, Which, in once sense, is gettingup in the world,

I have only met Dr, Bdward Ritchie once, that was in
a Ridge avenue trolley car, He nodded zs8 I entered the car.
In was on my way to Manayunk to see the new priest of the
Holy FPamily Church, Thinking Rev, Ritchie might be the priest
I asked, "What parish are you in charge of, Father?" "I am
rector of Sty James the Less" was his reply. His brother(
Rev. Robert Ritchie) and I were warm friends for many years.
I mlways thought a great deal of Mrs.Ritchie, who by the
way, is back to the rectorage as housekeeper for her
bachelor brother-in=law,

I have not met Hugh Scott to ask him about the Maloy,
or MeCoy boys,

Hoping this will find you in good health, 1 anm,

Sincerely yours,

R. R- Shronko

! July 26th 1912,
Dear James,

I have mailed you 2 copy of last week's
Chronicle, in which T make mention of a talk we had way
back in the seventies, about the extending of Fairmount
Park. I presume you will remenmber the conversation., Haven't
we had a hot July?, I do not know of a summer in which I
have Telt the effects of the heat more than I did this
monh, On the morning of June 30th, after my night's work,
I took a walk and retired about 12430. Bometime later I was
awakened with a great thirst; going to the hallway, where a
pitcher of ice water is kept, I was seized with dizziness
and came near falling, I drark a glass of water, returned
to bed, and took a chill% Was laid up two days. Wednesday
I had two fire to report, =nd overdid my strength. Got
better again, and on the following Thursday Had what the
doctor pronounced a heat gtroke. For three successive
Sundays I was unable to get over to church, I have almost
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fully recovered but have to be careful as to what I eat.
Cne does not recuperate as quickly when the years are piling
upon him, What a blessing it is to have a telephone on
one's house, when he is in a weak physical condition, With it
I was able to keep up mi work, with the assistance of a
Germantown rsporter who kindly assisted me in getting news
that could not be obtained by the phone, How is your health?
It eeems an age since I have heard from you., Have you been
able to Bet away to some more comfortable retreat?zHope you
are enjoying good health, In all my years I have never had
a vacation, and never felt that I needed one. Home has
always been good enough,

On Sunday we had a pretty heavy rain, with the usual
result, a emall congregation at churech, In the small gathera
ing was James Dobson, and I do not think he had ever heard
a better sermon than the one Dr, Stidham precached on
"pPaul's Thorn in the Plesh". Tonight the trustees are to
hold a lawn fete in the rear of the church, From present
appearances I am afrald they will have a rainy night, Three
candidateSwill be baptized on Sunday evening, All females.
Some in the Sunday Schiool are hesitating,

Sincerely yours,
R. R. Shronk.

Hovember 9th 1913.
Dear James,

It iseems an age since I have seen or heard from
you, I am taking a little rest today, by spending the afitera-
noon at home. The girls have gone to the city leaving me
to take care of the house, with instructions not to leave the
fire go ouk. After telephoning to myrpapers I got to thinking
when you came to mind, =0 I conciuded to have a little chat
with you on paver, How do you like the result of Tuesday's
election? I was not surprised in Wilson being elected, but I
did not expect to see so great and wide a sweep., I voted
for the Washington Party electors, and the Republikcan State
and COunty ticket. Where all the Philadelphia Democrats
came from is a mystery. I had thougsht themgall dead, In
attending the few meetings held in lManayunk, a2s a reporter,

I was much amused in seeing many of my old Democratic
enemies lined up against their own party. Last year every
one of them were out and out Republicans and voted for Rarle,
at the behest of MeNichol. In the beginning of the late
campaign every Catholic with whom I talked was strong for
the re-election of Taft. They all turned in favor of Wilson.
Even those on the police force, and their name there is
legion, quietly voted the Democ¥atic tkcket, The die being
cast, we will have to wait fTor the result, By the way, I was
accused during the f=211, of being a Demoerat, At 18th and
Butler streets, is allarge and handsome new public school
rmed after Grover Cleveland, Oliver P, Ely. formerly of

the Forest School, is the supervising principal, I vistted

the school a year ago last May, and expressed my disappoimntment

in Ely , in not seeing appicture of Cleveland on the walls,

I wrote to lirs. Cleveland, as a Ledger reporter, She, I
learned later, wes abroad, In July of this year a fine photo-
graph came to me, from a Princeton , ¥.J, photographer, by
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express, without any other reply to my letter, I had the
picture framed at Ely's expense, and he arranged a Grover
gleveland night at the sclicol, on Qctiber 22nd, with this
programme; Brief address by Principal:; lusic by Grammar
girls; Address by Holman White, district superintendent;
presentation of portwait, in behlaf of ifrs, Cleveland, by
"yours truly"; address on Grover Cleveland , by his wamm
friend, William U, Hensel, former attorney general of
Pennsylvania, and acceptance of the picture by lrs, Edith
Heaton, a School Visitor. You see I was put between two
intellectual lights. I feel 2 little proud of having secured
the picture when William ¥, Harrity and others, tried and
failed, Nothing like "reportorial Gall". Things are moving
along in the same o0ld rut at the church. Unly a few take
interest in the services, 13 must be very discouraging to
Dr, Stidham, We had to have new eylinders placed in the
heaters and it was only last week that the coundry men
got them made. Despite the heavy rain on Thursday night, the
annual meeting for returning the mite boxes was well attended,
I am told. I couldn't get off and do not know the amount
received, Dear old Sister Jones was buried last week by
the church, She was 93 years old, snd died in the Baptist
Home, Joseph Johnson, who is in his 96th year, still keeps
his youthful appemrance, and attends church Sundays when
the weather is favorable, I saw Jacob several times while
he was staying at Hallie's house, Too bad nothing can be
done to help his sight. He is too young to be useless, I
have had fairly good health, and houpe you have been in the
beet of health, and that you had an enjoyable summer.,

Sincerel¥y yours,

R. Roberts Shronk,

e -

December 23rd 1912,

“ear James,

It is now close onto midniight, but I thought I

would say a few words to you on paper nefore retiring. I
am a regular night hawk; never in a hurry to get to bed;
and never in a hurry to get out of it in the morning, hence
my work is congenial,

I called dn Ir. Stidham this evening, He has had
a severe attack of the grippe, but is somewhat better than
he was yesterday, and thinks he will be all right again in a
litile while, He telephones me on Saturday and asked me to
go to the Baptist Home Sunday aftermoon to speak to the
old saints there, in his stead., It would have been his
14th consecutive Christmas talk at the home, I compied with
his request and had a delightful visit., I spoke to them on
"ComfTort", and my talk was appreciated. Mrs, Wieand was at
the Home beforme I arrived and in a very gracious speech
introduced me.At the conelusion of the service one of the
aged women asked me if I knew anything about James S, Swartz.
She told me whe was the widow of Frank James, who used to
teach singing at our chureh. I remember him well, He was
a good singer and a fine teacher, but be could not teach
me to sing. Sle begged me to remember her to you, when Inext
wrote, so you see I have complied. How have you been? It
seems a long time since I saw or heard from you, Hoping you
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are in the best of hcalth and wishing you may have a Merxry
Christmas, and a Happy New Year, I am sincergly yours,

R. Roberts Shronk.

January 2nd 1913.
Deax James,

Your letter of yesterday I read at breakfast.
As I was favored with the fTirst letter you wrote this year,
I return the compliment by writing this, my first letter
of the year,to you. What a flood of reccolections your
letter awakeded in my mindl From my boyhood I have been
a friend of Mark Watkinson, I never knew a minister who
made me think of Christ, as he did, Mr, Watkinson, I have
always thought, was a greatly wronged man, and that the
chureh made a mistake in allowing him to leave, I remem-
ber his coming to our old home, just before his departure
from the Falls, and of my father asking him to stay and
preach in the old School House, assuring him as much of
a palary as he had received grom the church, There were
a number of men back of father's offer, Watkinson refused
for the sake of peace, I never look upon Abbottsford and
the desolation that has come to that once beautiful place,
but what "Vengeance is liine, and I will repay saith the
Lord", comes up in my mind, I admired lMr, Abbot, a8 a
Biblical scholar, but glways thought he was headstrong and
liked to have his own way, especially when largaret
Morison was urging him on, Sadie, poor girl, died in
poverty. Griffith is somewhere in the New Bngland states,
farming; while poor Sam is eking out a nmiserabvle existence
as a book agent, Mark Watkinson drew more worldly men to
his preaching than any ofher who has succeeded him at the
Falls, I have always thought that had he not been driven
away, my father would have become a member of the church.
Do you remember lhow Chesshire went for me, the time I
bought a dressing gown at a church fair, for Watkinson? The
day I took the wrapper to him at his home in Camden, he
showed me the large Bivle the women of our church had
presented to him, This Bible , with other of his belongings
had been confiscated by the government while he lived at
Norfolk, Virginia., It had been bought in a second hand
store by a woman , who upon reading the inscription, wrote
to Watkinson and upon learring he was the one to whom it
had been presented, expressed it to him, at her own expense.
Of the many baptized by Watkinson, only three are now in
the church; Mrs, Christiana Whalley, lMrs, Wieand, and her
gigter, Elizabeth Peltz,

I stopped for a minute last evening at the Sunday
S8chool's New Year celebration. A large congregation was
present and everybopdy seemed to be delight=d. Dr, Stidham,
still weak fTrom the grippe, was there, Bdwin Singer hasg
hdd another carbuncle on tihe back of hisg neck, an affliction
of which he has certainly had his share,

From the manner in which MPsy Frank James inquired
about you, I thought there had been an intimate acquaintance
between you, I was thinking this morning of Mrs. Mary Loud.
Do you know what become of her?

I thank you for your kind wishes for my welfare this
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year, I hope it may bring you health, peace, prosperity
and many friends,

Sincerely yours,
R. Roberts Shronk,
January 25th 1913.
Dear James,

I received your letter yesterday morning, and
was glad to hear from you and to learm that my post card
reminding you of our friend Joseph Jolmson's birthday
was apprecisted, I called at his home last evening, and was
gorry to learn he had been suffering for a cold and was
out of his bed but a short time during the day, I did not
gee him. I had walked through a light drizzling rain, and
thought it would be imprudent to go to his room in my daamp
clothes, His daughter, Elizabeth, told me he had received
a letter from you, which he appreciated very highly., I hope
he may recover, but colds are bad for the aged, I presume
you have learned of the death of our friend Peter Bechtel,
who died suddenyl while retiring on Tuesday night, pre-
sumably from heart frouble, He had been ailing several
weeks, but the end cames very unexpectedly, He taught me
in Sund@y School before you took charge of the class, and
was in my estimation a noble Christian man., The fTuneral
‘*. service is to be held in Roxborough churéh, of which he
was senior deacon, thig afternoon.

Dr, Mills sent me a copy of "0ld Penn" containing
his article on the Falls of Schuylkillis relations to the
University of Pennsylvamia, He is a little off in dates
regarding the old School House, which was erected in 1319
and not 1813, as he has it., I have a little 36 page book
"iemoir of the Rev, William Ward, one of the Serampore
Missionaries", which on the inside of the cover bears this
label: "Presented by The Falls of Schuylkill Sabbath School
Asgociation, to William Roberts, Christmas 1838%". Uncle
was then in his ninth year. I have often wondered if he
gver read the little book, which was anything but approp-
riate for a boy so young. I have an article awaiting pub-
lication in the Record, on the 0ld School House, but I do
not know when it will be printed, Edwin Singer is recovering
from a large carbuncle on tihie back of his neck. Hoping
this will find you in good health, as it leaves me, I an

Sincerely yours,

R. R. Shronk.
February 17th 1913,

. Dear James,

Your interesting letter came in time for me to
read it at the breskfast table this morning, I breakfast
alone at ten o'clock. The letter has kept me wondering all
day who the John Bechtel was that was drowned in the canal
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at Pottstown, Vhile Rev, N, Judaon Clark was pastor of dur
church, peter Bechtel had four brothers; John, who served
through the Civil War, came home and marrisd a Catholiec
widow, Mrs. Byrnes, She still resides at the Palls, Jacob,
who is living in Jersey, Frank , who was killed during the
Civil War; and Henry, who was fatally scalded by falling
into a vat of boiling water at Simpson's Mill,

8o you see, the John you mentioned, and through
whose drowning you had such a pleasant drive with your
lady friend, was not Peter's brother, I have been unable
to recall anyone from the Falls being drowned at Pottstown
at that time,

Joseph-Johnson's daughter, RBlizabeth, was at church
yvesterday morning, She informed me thit her father is in
good health , having recevered from the cold that kept him
from seeing ecallers on his birthday., I would like to see
him round out a full eeatury. The article I wrote on the
0ld Sehool House at the Palls, appeared in today's Record.
It contains two errors which the compotitor failed to
correct after I marked the proof. Samuel Garrett is mentioned
as "Samuel Grant®, and an "O" instead of an "A" ig used in
the name of William Marley, I shall try and hear Rev.
Taulcomer, the evangelist, when he holds forth in the Preshy-
terian Church. I often wish we had a Watkinson, a (Clark,
or a Chesshire at our church, Do Fou remember how the church
prospered when the opposition of the other bodies was
aroused? You have , or had, a little book, published by
Father Cullen, of St. Bridget's Church, when Iir. Clark was
pastor. Father Fox gave me the book and I gave it to you.
It shows somewhat the condition of affairs at that time,
Poor old Father Cullenl I met him about twenty years ago
at the Falls, and was introduced to him by Peter lorris.

He told me he had suddenly lost all the knowledge; that

his mind became a blank one day while ministering at the
altar, and that by hard study he had fitted himself to con-
duct services. A short time later I read of his being

fatally injured by being run over by a large truck in Chicago.

I have a set of "store teeth", which it scems I
will never get used to eating with., I had my own extracted
last September, since which time I have lived on machine
ground meats and soft victuals, It 1s one of the penalties
of getting old. 0ld Dr. Hooker, of lOthlstreet, above Vine,
did the same to my teethi that he did to your cousin YVary
Simmbns'. Scraped till be injured the enamel,

As 1t is nearly midnight, T will not take up any
more of youwr time, this time.

Sincerely yours,
Robert R, Shronk,
Pebruary 20th 1913.

Dear James,

I telephoned to Hetty Bechtel at the ‘orgas
Home.(Bast Leveriapgton avenue, Roxborough) She eannot talk
over the phone. Another lady acted for her., She does not
recall the Bechtel drowned at Pottstown, The next time K
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am at ‘the Ledger office, when the librarian is in, T will
look over the files, Your date , '‘ay 1l4th 1859, will be
a great help in my search, I preswuse a notice of the drowne
ing or a death notice was published, I got several extra
copies o7 llonday's Record and send you a clipping of my
article on the 01ld School House, 1 remember the service
in the *"Jimmy" (James) street Methodist ¥piscopal Church,
when Tr. (Joseph) Beggs, (of the Falls Presbyterian Church)
pitched into the Baptists, His speaking of the filth of
the converts offended my Uncle William Shronk, a Hethodist,
and Samuel Biricaire, a Presbyterian,=&dhe father of John
Harvey Birkmire, wiho married "Uncle Bill's" daughter, lMary
Ann, (Shronk) both of whom were members of our church, My
mother used to tell an amusing incident that occurred in
the early history of our church. She and Sarah Pugh, another
constituent member; frequently attended etjodist services
in the 01d School House, One night the Methodist ministex,
a ¥r. Henry, from Manayunlk, preached and had an infant
christening after the sermon, and asked "How many have come
to an untimely death by immersion? I pause for an answer."
He repeated the question three times, when Rev, Samuel
Creswell, wWho was supplying the Baptist Church, stepped in
the room, and shaking his figt at the Methodist minister,
said, "Not one, sir{" lother gaid if an angel had appeared,
she and Sarah Pugh could not have beér better pleased.
Creswell challenged Henry to debate the question but he
deelined.

I do not know whether the Torecast will print the
article, or not. T sent the editor an article on the Falls
"Pifty years ago", when the spotted fever made its appemrance

and how it was named. I saw him Tuesday night and he said
he had given the article to Dr, Mills to be used in its
place in his history of ths Talls, soon to appear in the
Forecast. Dr, Mills wrote me last week, and wants to have

a talk with me, early in Harch, on Falls history. %'went

to his house several years ago, when he pumped me Will I
thought the pegs would be drawn from my shoes, His steno=
grapher jotting down the guestions and answers, I shall

be glad to ghve him another talk, He got me into & lot of
trouble, if it can be called trouble, over the 1l00th annie
versary of Roxborough Lodge No. 135 F and A,M, by sending
a cormittee to me that sought information from him, re-
garding some of the past mssters of the Lodge. I furnished
facts congerning a large number and expect a copy of the
book, as & reward for my work, Sometime in the spring I
want to have Dr, Mills come cut and have lunch with me,

and if possible would like you to joim us on the occasion,.
with Dr., 8tidham, Dr, Stidham sent me a postal yesterday,
requesting me to conduct the prayer service last night., He
has a2 severe cough and Dr., RBath advised his staying in the
housem and not to talk, I am afrein he will be a long while
getting over the grippe , unless he is very fareful. Sun-
day morning he had me to assist him in the service, and then
Preachsd a long and splendid sermon on "Seeking and Finding".
Guess this will take up as much of your time @s you ecan
spare, so I'll quit.

Sincerely yours,

B, R. Shrork,.
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March 4th 1913,

I have just returned from the Ledger Building. I
happened to see the L;nr:rlaﬁ and had a look over the files.
In the Ledger of lay 17th, 1859, I found this death notice:

fsuddenly, on the l4th Inst, Ir.
William echtel, in the 40th
yezar of his age,

"The friends and relatives are in-
vited to aitend the funeral this
=Tuesday-morning at %9o'clock,
from his late residence, James
street, Talls of Sehuyliill,
Funeral to proceed to Roxborough,"

oF

I called up the Gorgas Home for Vomen, in which
Hetty Bechtel resides. She, through another woman, teld
me she does not remember having a brother Villiam, I
fear she is in the age of forgetfulness. Personally I
have but a faint recollection of a William RBechtel and
of his being drowned somewher up the S&&« At that time
the Pechtels lived on James street, and in the following
year, on Election Day, Fovember 1&04, Henry Bechtel was
f '?'. a 11

ing into a ;arge tub, or vat,
n Simpson's silk dye house, I do not
¥row of ena other Bedhtels living at the Palls, There
was a Paul Bechtel who lived in o:ioioagh where he drove
& hegrse for Enoch Levering, the un iertaker, I shall try
to dgg up facts regarding this case. Should I succeed I
will forward the same to you.

In a letter to you last week, I sent you a copy
of my article printesd in the Philadelphia Record, In last
week's Forecast was a communication I sent the edio® about
the vigitation of the "spotted fevexr", fifiy years ago, which
[ signed "SurviVor®, I am anxiously mﬂltwﬂu flor the Forecast
to begin the puoll;ytio“ of Dr. Mille!' History of the Falls,
Dr? Mills wrote me a short note , when he sald he would
like to have a talk wi -11 me on his hiptory. I have czlled
hin up severzl tikes on the phone, to srrange a
such a chat, but he has not been home, I fedr he will make
a miatake if he prints the names of all the men who enlisted
in the Civil War, from the Falls, some of wLo“ have records
which had better be kept in the dark,

date for

BPr. Sticdham is 410“17 recovering from an attack of
the grippe. He prezched Sunday morning and evening, and in
the afternoon preached for the Ladies' Amxiliary Association

of llary Commandery, K.T. at the Masonic Home. Hoping you
are well and that everything may go well under Voodrow
Wilson's Democratic a‘mlnih=rﬂtlor, I anm,

Sincerely yours,

I{ . I:L - s-hI'O I.G'- -
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March 8th 1913,
Dear James,

Last August I wrote to a2 newspaper friend of
mine in Chicago, asking him to find out something for me
concerning ex-fayor Malloy, off that eity. This morning I
received a reply. The letter had been mislaid, He tells
me there never was a Mayor Malioy of Chicago. You rememn-
ber asking me if I knew anything of lMichael Halloy,
who sounded the gong at the time your father was duilding
the bridge at the Palls, I shall write Xdmondson and
ask him to give men the name of those who have been mayors
of Chicago, I am so sorry that the print of the sketch I
wrote on the: 0Qld"School House was lost, that I secured
another copy, which 1 enclose., I had a long talk on thurs-
day, with r, C. K. ¥ills, 2t his home, I arrived there
at 1.30 and by the time we got through it wae almost 4.30.
Then he wanted me to siay and have dinner with him, so we
vould continue the talk, but I could not, I Think his
history will pmove highly interesting reading to the peo=
ple of the Falls, even though most of those whom we once
knew and loved have been called to their reward. The Falls
of today ig po different from the Falls you and I knew s0
well. Sometimes I go through it without seeing anyone of
the old-time regidents. I look at the houses and think of
those wlic once occupied them and the thought makes me sad.
I am preparing a history of our church, for its 75th annia
versary, which will occur on June 7th next, Much of it
will be a re-write of what was published in 1888, on the
occasion of the 50th anniversary. At that time three of the
originel members, lrs, Eliza lills Singer, of Nanayunk;
lirs, Sarah Pugh Hansell, of Best Philadelphia; and my
mother, were living., Mother was cdonfined to her bed, by
what proved her last illness. The other iwa. attended the
celebration. How many have Joined the great majority diuring
the 25 years that have intervened, They have passed on a
1i ttle way ahead around the bend of the road, where they
are enjoying the harmony and seeing the beauty of the
celestial city, while waiting our coming to join them.

I was talking to a Chestnut street jeweler yestera
day, when he told me that everything is standing still
waliting for the Demoorats to take actior on the tariff,

Hoping you are in good health, as this leaves me,
and that your trouble in writing may disappesr, I an

Sincerely yours,

R. R, Shronk,

April 24th 19&3.
Dear James,

In your letter of yesterday, you wish to know
gomething concerning Bernard Dowdall, His father was
Villiam Dowdall, and when I first met him he was employed
on the Reading Railroad, at Vest Falls, as a repairman, He
married Mrs., Bridget Hennessey, who with her sons, Joseph
and John, live in 8mith's Folly. She was & slster of Rosie
and Rernard MeCabe, both of whom were employed by Joseph
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Shantz,. She was a domestic, he a coachman and assistant
in the store, I presume Bernard Dowdall was named aftier
his Uncle Barney, who died long before he was bvorn,

Dr, 7ills is certainly giving full measure in his
weekly sections of Falls History., I wondered last week,
when I read the sketch, how he came to take a photograph
of the rear entrancs to Abbotteford and not of the front,
which is so much better known. I thought you would appreci-
ate and sanction the 1little piece I wrote about Edwin Singer.
I do not kxnow:-how the church would get along without him.
I called on Dr. Stidham last evening before taking charge
of the little prayer service, He was somewhat better , but
not well enough to zo out of the house, He expects to
preach on Sunday, but I am afraid he will not be abvle,
William H, Merrick, having been so long abroad, wes well
nigh forgotten, I was more acquainted with his brother,

J. Yaughan Merrick, who was one of the most practical men
I have ever known, Yes, we are on the firing line, and
there too, without any weapons of defence, just to wait
our turn, thai's all, and that's enough, Beyond the
sunsets of night, are the dawns of bright glad days.

So let's be hopeful.

Sincerely yours,

Re Ra Shr()nk.

-

May 26th 1913.

Dear James, .

I have been having another of the only kind

of vacations I have ever known; that of being ill and com=-
pelled to drop work and take it easy. I took 2 ride to
Manayunk this afternoon, to get a hairecut, snd to attend
to a little businesg, It was my first outing since Batur-
day week, On that day I went to call on friends in Germane
town, when I broke completely down and had to be helped
home by mu daughter, The rest, the quiet and the medicine
had made me feel almost myself again, The doctor saud it
was a general collapse, with cold and congestion, Whatever
it was, it was very weakening. I will resume work tonight
but whll do it principally by the telephone,

I thought of you last night, while courting sleep.
Fifty years ago, last evening, on the last Sunday in 1883
you waited upon me, when 1 was baptised by Mr. Chesshire,
I have often thouzsht of the adviee you gave me about attend-
ing the church services regularly, and never to allow any=-
thing to keep me from those servecies, Fifty years is a
long time to look forward to, but retrospectively the
time seems short, The 1little shurch was prosperous in
those happy days. Fow the week night services in the lower
robm were well atended by the men and women! Those guarterly
tea parties introduced by }r. Chesshire, I have often thought
helped to keep up! the other interests. llow the noble women
used to work on those and all other occasions, They , with
most who enjoyed their suppers, have been called home, On
the seventh of June, the churech will have been constituted
seventy-five years, Arrangements were made for properly
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ce‘ebrating the Diamond Jubilee, but the illness of Dr.
Sitdram, which I fear is more serious than he thinks or
admits, caused the celebrdafion o be postpomed, perhaps,
until next year,

I feel much concerned about Dr, Stidham, and am
afraid he will never be able again fto go into the pulpit.
The ckhurch voted him a two moths release from all resgon-
sibilities, on the first Sunday of May., I suppose an
additional two months will have to be added, so as to
give him the swmner. He has not taken any vacation for
a number of years and is deserving of all that can be given
him now,

I presume you are reading and enjoying Dr. Eills!
Military History of the Falls, 1 read them as soon asg they
appear in print, and then clip them for my scrap book.
Rev., Dr, Gordon informed me on Saturday, that Dr. Joln
Hurpstone will sail for England on June 7th, A fact which
I presume you are aware, Hoping this will find you in good
health, I an,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. Shronk,

May 28th 1913
Dear James,

It was indeed strange that our letters of lionday
should cross esch other and that bothh had been thinking
alike, Iir, Chesghire came to the Falls in February 1863,at
the time the spotted fever had cast the comunity in gloom.
The special, or revival services, began vefore the month
wag out, and lasted until the end of May. I was the last
convert of thai{ successful series of services. At the
time of your baptism, I was in my l4th year, and was as
much convicted then as I ever was, Henry Bechtel and I were
chums, &nd botn thought of joining the church, but tihought
we were not old enough. I have always had 8 strong admir-
ation for Mr. Chesshire, although he was somewhat over-
bearing. He certainly knew how to get young people to work,
a grace in which al]l his successors were lacking., I rememn-
ber Dr, Stidham's first coming to the church, a2lthough I
was not as enthusiastic over him as were the other members.
I felt that man Padelford, of Massachusetts, should have
received the call. He was , in my opinion, a Godly man,
like ¥, Judson Clark, Dr, Stidham won my admitation and
all the help I could give him and I am profoundly sorry
that his work seems to be nearing its close.

You wished to know what I think of the news from
Washington, 8o little that I do not waste time in reading
much of it. I am of the impression that President Wilson
is undertaking more than he can accomplish. The sooner he
and Congress gets through tinkering with the tariff, the
better it will be for the country. But fhen, we must rem-
ember he is a Democrat,

I should like to dine in the gquaint Colondal
restuarant you described in one of your letters, I have
a great liking for old buildings. Several years ago, on a
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dark, threatening day, in February, I happened to be on
Arch street, near Seccnd, and paid my only visit to the
Betsy Ross building, or "Home  of the Americun Flagh.
As I entered a young woman met me, I enquired, "Is this
the home of Betsy Ross?" Om learning that it was, I asked
if she wag at home, "Why, nol® was the reply, "She's
deadl® "When did she die?" I asked. " I haven't seen her
death in the papersli" Just then a man, whp proved to be
J. Quincy Adams, secretary of the Flag Association, came
foom 2 rear rooim, Yo him I applied the same questions. Both
looked at me, and must have thought me an escaped lunatic.
I then went for Adams, on the history of the first flag,
and got him eo tangled up that he becamne c¢rovss., I then
explained who I was and had a very pleagant visit.

Yes, Dr, Mills is gettin: down to our day in his
history, In hieg last section he have a fine description
of what is now 'idvale avenue valley. I wish he had not
given such minute details, For instance in mentioning the
streams which coursed throusgh the woods, he said the largest
ran to the laboratory, an utter impossibility, owing to
the topography of the section, Then again, he stated that
the waier flowed through a tunnel under the Norristown
railraod, You will remember Nclackin's Dam, and the large
iron pipe throush which the overflow poured, and also the
trough in the rear of Frederick Reichart's flower garden.
You will also remember, I think, that there were two dams.
One, the upper and smaller, was there lonz before 1834,
when the railroad embankment across the valle@) formed the
larger dam. The first is said to have been buillt by
Governor Mifflin, Some distance back of these dams and
on the upper side, about where 35th , or Conrad street,
intersects the avenue, was a pool of water, krnown in my
bgyhood as Dundap's dam. (The Duck Pond) William Merrick
bought and occupied the Dunlap house, which Tronts on
Sechool lane,

Midvale avenue is becoming an important thorough-~
fare. Bacx over near the old Township line, now Vissahickon
avenue, is a cluster of beautitiul homes, known as gueen
Lane Manor, which extends Fallsward to the dld camping
ground of the Corn HExchange Regiment, or Scott's 20-aczpe
Lot. On the corner of 35th street is a pretty little edi-
fice of the Luthersmn Church of the Redeemer. On ancotker
corner is the handsomerresidence of Contracior P, H.
Kelly, while on another corner is the almost completed
Carnegie Library building, erected onm ground given by
W, Merrick, and the Warden Estate. Them the Reading
Railway's pretty station beautifies what was on Patrick
Dougherty's cow stable, and little farme¢ Adjoining the
property of St. Bridget's Catholic Church is the one-story
post office building, which was opened for business last
week, and which will bve formally opened on lMemorial Day,
with a g£lag raising, Near Ridge avenue, are a number of
one-~story ghacks, which are a diggrace to the Falls. They
are used by sellers of newspapers, soft drinks, candy and
light lunches.

I have wondered if you had heard of the death of
my Aunt Isabelle Rober ts, She died of heart trouble after
a Jong ailment, at the home of her youngest daughter,

Mrs., Frank Vard, on Leverington avenue, Roxborough, and
wag buried three weeks ago on Saturday., Her older daugh-
ter, Louisa lieredith, had to be placed in an insane asylum
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her mind having become unvalanced, Her husband is a shiftless
fellow, end I think it is a great blessing they lave no
children, Hoping this will find you in good health, I am
Sincerely yours,

R. R, Shronk,

Jay 31lst 1913.
Dear James,

I feel highly honored &n receiving three
letters from you within the week, In the one of yesterday
which came this morning, you spoke of my Aunt Belle. She
was my favorite aunt, owing to the fact that I lived at
her home, while tending the toll gate for Uncle Robert,
when he expected to go to war with Captain Chardes Thomson
Jones' Pennsylvania Dragoons, and on the two occasigns when
he went out with Captain Jolm Dobson's "Battery I" (Company
ngn) I however could not reconcile myself in her re-
lation with Harmon Johnson, particularly while Uncle Robert
was alive. Johnson got the best of me in the old grocery
store when I was foolish enough to take it a2t his appraise-
ment. I lost all the money I had and nearly two years hard
work, and yet he constantly dunned me for the £500 good
will he claimed I owed him, The house Annt Belle occupied
belongs to Harmon's daughter, Nellie, who inherited it,
on condition that Aunt Belle was to live in it as long as
she wished to. Hellie, I think lives somewhere in Tioga,
with her affinity, Dr. Charles Trites. I think she algg
owns the old house lower down on Queen Lane, in which
Harmon lived before Sam Winpenny built the two houses for
Matilda and William,

You mentioned the MeNeills' call to the pastorate
of the church, That, you knowy, was through largaret
HMorison, and the Abbotts, because he was a friend of Jacob.
There are many things in the history of the chirch, which
would not do to be included in any sketch wiitten, That
mortgage you mentioned is one of them. As I think over
what has been told me, and what I have observed, I think
God has dealt very graciously with us,

I see by tonight's(paper) that Alexander ., Service,
in his 83rd year, passed away last night. He hzd for several
years resided in the Presbyterian Home for the fAged, at
Bala, where he died, He was the oldest member afid past
magster of Roxborough Lodge No. 135, F and AM.. The lodge
celebrated its centennial in April, but he was too ill to
attend the celebration.

In Dr. Mills' History , this week, he states that the
c8th Regiment encampment in Robeson's meadow was mamed
Camp StoRley, after the Mayor of the City. Stokley was not
mayor until January lst 1872. I called on Dr. Stidham this
afternoon, but did not see him, owing to his being asleep.
Mre, Stidham told me he was a 1little better today, but his
doctor will mot allow him to come downstarirs., Four were
baptized by Dr. Seasholeflast Sunday night, and others will
be tomorrow night,

Sincerely yours,

R. R+ Shronk,
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P. 8. (June lst 1913) I wrote the letter last night, and
as I have not yet mailed it, I concluded to add this
postscript, I attended chjrch services this moming, the
first time in three weeks, Dr. Seasholes preached a
magni ficent sermon on Samson finding honey in the carcass
of the lion he had killed, At the conclusion of the sermon,
he gave the hand ef fellowship te twe young men and two
young women, Others are awaiting baptism, but the ordinance
will not be administered tonight, owing to the candidates
wishing to wait for others who are coming to the conclusion.
Dr., Stidham is having a good day, and is feeling mueh better,
I did not go the house, but got my information from IXrs.
8 ticdham, and Bdwin Singer, Singer is greatly concerned ,as
are others, over the additional expense made necessary by
Dr., Stidham's illness, The supplying of the pulpit during
the two months' vacation of the pastor, will cost at least
$50 or $60. It looks as though the vacation will have to
be extended. The Sunday Sclinol began holding morning session
today, and many from the school attended the service, which
gave Drl Seasholes a good-sized congregation, Elizabeth
Jolnson, daughter of our dear old friend, Joseplih Johnson,
wae present. She told me her father was in good health, but
that his eye-sight is failing, He told me sometime ago he
wags unable to get glasses that would benefit him, This is
an ideal June day, and one feels good in being out of doors.
The sun is pretty warm, but a breeze from the west keeps the
day from being hot.

I was glad to be able to get to churech this morning,
ae it is the fiftieth amiversary of my being received
into Zf the church by lir, Chesshire, It was the first Sun-
dey in June 1863, but Sunday came on the 7th that year. The
day was the 25th anniversary of the constituting of the
church, You stated in one of your letiter that Tillie, or
Maude Chesshire, is still living in Bridgeton, N.J. I have
not seen her gince the family left the Falls., I have often
wondered why she never got married to the man for whom she
changed her name (first name) I had better stop, or the
posteeript, like a woman's, will be longer than the Xetter.

R, R, Shronk,

June 10th 1913.
Dear James,

Your letter of yesterday came to hand this
morning. By the time I was reading it, you had probably
regcived the one I gsent you last evening, so I did not send
you a telegram, Dr. Gordon called me upon the telephone
just as I was getting ready to retire last night and told
me who would take part in the services, A representative
of the Ministers' Conference will read resolutions. Dr.
Samson, of the 2nd Church, Germantown; Rev, Champion,
of Roxborqugh; Rev, Warmlck, of Diamond street church;
Rev. Benjamin Bunn Royer, of the Falls Presbyterian Church,
and Reve A. Percival Hodgson, of the Falls M. E. Church,
and he wishes me to write and read a tribute for the church.
(A11 the above refers to the funeral service of Dr. I,

F. Stidham) Marys Commandesry, No. 36 Enights of TemplaR;
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Roxborough Lodge, No., 135, F. and A.M,, and Falls of
Schuylkill Lodge of 0dd Fellowe are invited, I am afraid
the 1little church will be too small, The body will be
left in church all night, end will be dburied privately
Thursday mornipng in Leverington Cemetery. I do not know
whether Dr, Stidham received your letter and check, or
not. He was not stricken until abdut five o'clock in the
afternoon, and may have been able to read it earlier in
the day.

I did not keep up my acquaintance with James
Horne, and only remember seeing him twice since he leflt
the Falls, I went into the Potter's Dil Cloth Company's
office , on Arch street, more than 20 years aho, when I
was recognized by him, The other occasion was when I read
the history of Forest School, at the celebralion in the
Fall of 1901 of the BOth anniversary, of the occupancy
of that site by the school, Hope ( or Horne) was present
and we had a brief tzalk after the exercises, I wrote the
sketch which appeared in last week's Forecast, I see by
this evening's Bulletin that Hope left and®h estate wvajued
at $100,000 and upwards, I suppose you will attend the
funeral serWices tomowwoW evening, I shall take the time
to do so. Hoping you received my letter in time this
morning, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. 8Shronk,

June 23rd 1913,

Dear James,

Your letter of the 21st came to hand this morne-
ing. Charles H., Cramp died Jumne 6th., He was born lMay
9th 1828, according to information from the North American
Information Bureau, Having thr date of his death, I will
try to get a copy of the Ledger of the 7th, which would
have an obituary notice, I go to the office every Tuesday
to get my pay, so I will try to get the paper tomorrow, I
have stopped keeping an account of friends and relatives
who have fallen from the ranks, They became t00 numerous.
Of the many vho have passed on I miss none so much as
Dr., Stidham, For a dong while I had been accustomed to call
at the papsonage on Friday evemings for an hour's chat. On
last Priday evening we had a terrific storm during which
I was marooned in-a drug store at Broad and Brie avenue.
I would not menture in the storm owing to my impaired
health, and found myself regretting my not heing able to
get to the parsonage that night. Then I realized that there
woulc be no more of those pleasant calls, and I was sad.
It will indeed be a dreary home-coming for lirs, Stidham
and others of the family returning to the parsonage, I, too,
think it very fortunate in having Dr. Seasholes during the
present crisis and only wish we colild afford to call him
permanently, Ve will scon be hearing carddidates, I suppose.
In a talk with John Roy, yesterday, he thought it would be
the best thing for the church to allow Dr. Gordon to suge
gest a man, I don't know but what he is right, The tribute
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I read at the funeral service is printed in last week's
Chronicle, I am gzoipg to Manayunk this aftermoon and will
mzil you & copy. A rheumatie , or other pain, in my right
elbow makes it difficult for me to write this morning,
¥rs. Wieand and her sister, Flizaveth Peltz, attended
services yesterday morning, They are both greatly distressed
over the death of Dr, Stidham, His last pastoral call was
made at their home, when he was accompanied by lirs., Stidham
and Edna, They made a shpwt call at my house on their way
home, So you witnessed baptism in the old church, I have been
present but once since ghing on the Ledger, 26 years ago,
tc a baptism service. Iy work keeps me from church on Sun-
day evenings., Hoping this will find you in good health,
I am,

Sincerely yours,

June Z24th 1913.
Dear James,

It was impossible to secure & copy of the
Ledger of June 7th, containing the obituary of your friend,
Charles H., Cramp. I went through the old papers I have in
the cellar, but the one of June 7th had page 10, on wiiich
t e sketch was printed, torn off. I found the Reford, of
that date, and send you herewith the sketich printed therein.
Heping it will prove satisfactory,

Sincerely yours,
R. R. Shronk.

June 27th 1913.

Dear James,

With your letter of yesterday, I received a
communication from the Rev, John Compton Ball, pastor of
the-lietropolitan Baptist Church, Washington, D.C., and a
vost card from lirs, Hallie K, Swartz. The letter from
Washington bore this addrees on the envelope:

"Baptist Church,
Talls of Schuylkill,
Philada,
c/o Pa.
Mr. James S, Swartz,
or Robert R, Shronk.,"

It had been delivered at Hallie's house and she had
it forwarded to me, The letter is addressed "To the Pulpit
Committeey and tells of a nephew of Dr. Stidham, Rev. A,

W. Gpaves, of Ferrell, King George County, Virginia, desiring
80 supply the pulpit for & Sunday, Mr. Ball says, "I wbuld
most heartily reccomend him to ypu. He did good work in and
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arocund Washington, and is greatly loved by the brethern®.

I shall retain the letter in case it may be needéd.
Hallie, on her post card, mentioned the recent death of
Mre., James Grime, a2t her home in Prankiford. She died a
week before Dr, Stidham, At the meeting on Wednesday evening
the death of another of our old members was announced, Hrs.
Elisabeth: Harper Peel, wife of Fergus Peel. She died on
Wednesday, after a prolonged illness and will be buried
tomorrow afternoon from her late home on 1l6th street above
Erie avenue, She was I think, baptized by ur. Clark, about
the time you were. I am glad the clipping from the Zecord
of the sketch of Charles 1!, Cramp, answered your purpose, I
known of nothing that affords me more pleasure than in
being able to favor you, to whomn | am so geeatly indebted.
We are having another hot day here today, while the temp-
erature is about normal for the time of the year, the
humidity is excessive. Blizabeth Singer, a grand daughter of
Bdwin, came before the committee on Wednesday night, and
will be baptized by Dr. Seasholes on Bunday evening. Others
may meet the committee Sunday mdrning. I do not see the
Lxeminer, and do not blame you for feeling vexed at its
not giving a respectable notice of so worthy a man and
pr eacher as Dr, Stidham. Hoping you are well, I an,

Sincerely yours,

R. H. Shronk.

July 10th 1913.
Dear Janmes,

Your letter of the 8th came to hand yesterday
afternoon, and found me in comparative good health. I had
a setback on the Fourth of July, which I attribute to the
heat, Just before noon I went lecs than two squares from
home to see a friend, I felt all right intil returning
home, when a weakness came over me, On reaching home I
was completely exhausted and spent the rest of the day, most
of fatuwday, and Sunday on my back, -1 have recovereéd
foom that and am slowly getting over my other trouble., The
Rev, Greaves, I wrote you about , is not a nephew of Dr.
Stidham, as I learned from a talk with rs. Stidham. He
ie her brother-in-law, having married her sister Dollie,
or Donnie Putton, whom you will remember, she having lived
at the parsonage quite a while during Dr, Stidham's first
pastorate. According to what lirs, Stidham said, he is a
good pastor, but not much of a scholar, and has done
successful work in Washington, D.C. and Virginia, I will
take your adviece and wriée to ReVv. Ball, of the metro=-
pelitan ghurch, Washington., Edwin Singer, who has been
attending to the pulpit most faithfully, thinks it will Dbe
best not to hear any candidates until September, Br, Sea-
sholes will continue his splendid service till the end of
July. During August the Sunday evening service will be
omitted. S0 it would hardly do to have candidates for a
single service. Dr. Seasholes gave the hand of fellowship
to eleven convertis on Sunday morning, A young English man
was before the church last evening, and will be baptized
Sunday night, He was formerly a member of the Reformed
Episcopal Church, but changsd his belief on baptism. At
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the service last eveniang he played the piano accompanie=-
ments, and I think will make an active and useful member.

At the church meeting following the service, reso-
lutions on the death of Dr. Stidham were adopted and
Singer and I authorized to collect funds for a memorial
tombs tone, to be placed on Dr, Stidham's grave. Singer
obtained an estimate from Alonzo (Lorenzo) Goshow, John
Humpstone's brother-in-law, of Roxborough, It will cost
in the neighborhood of $150, for a fine granite stone with
polished face. Singer started the movement which I think
the people will help to carry out, lUrs, Stidham and Edna
attended service last evening, They are occupying the
parsonage alone. lrs, S, told me that it seems so much like
home, that she wants to stay in it as long as she can, As 1t
will be better occupied than closed up, the trussees wihll
let her have possession until it will be necessary to begin
some bady needed repairs, Mrs, Stidham thinks the church
ought to secure a pastor as early as possible, and declares
that gshie will never sever her relations with the little
church, Hoping this will find youin good heulth, I am

Sincerely yours,

R, R. Shronk.

- e -

July 24th 1913,
Dear James,

While attending the prayer meeting last evening

Edwin S8inger informed me that he has received subsceriptions
for a menorial tombstone for Dr. pStidham, amounting to
nearly $100. He has consulted Alogo (Lorenzo) Goshow, John
Humpstone's brother-in-law, as to the probable cost and
finde 1t will be about $150. It is Singer's intention, &f
pogsible, to have the stone in place and dedicated sometime
in September, He, and all o thers interested, would like
to have You prz=gide over the ceremonies., Singer informed
Mrs, Stidham about the tombstone and she wept, saying "It
is so kind., I never thought of such a kindneasi" I am
afraid the stone, with the lettering, which on granite is
expensive, will exceed Singer's estimate. Kindly let him
known whethere he may expect your coming on to Z¥£ conduct
the dedication, and any other word gyou may have on the
subject. Dr, Seasholes lectures tonight in the church on
“The Man With the Pick"  He will close his supplying the
pulpit on Sunday, and in the evening will give certificates
to the members he has baptized. These will be signed by the
Acting Pastor, des-cons, and clerks. During sugust , when
there will be n# Sunday night service, the pulpit will be
filled with students Trom Temple University. A son-in-law
of ReV. Dr, Charles Warwick , will preach one morning.

I presume you received an announcment card from
Loudon, Bungland, anncuncing ¥A£ Rev., John Humpstine's
second vendture in matrimony. 1 received one and was greatly
surprised, because I had not known of his being a widower,

Iy brother, Gzorge, €alled an me last week. He has
for sometime been liviang in Germantown Public Home, and
would like to get into the George Nugent Home. Do you know
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what the regulations are for getting admitted? George
thinks you might be able to help him, He will be 65
years old in September, which I think, is the age required.

Adam Mettinger has sold out his mens' farnishing
store. 0dd Fellows (Palestine) Hall is to be remodeled
and enlarged, with stores to front on lidvale avenue,
Adan was asked to vacate by the end of July, after being
a tenant for about 46 years, He is o0ld enough to retine
and is also, I think, financially able to spend the rest
of his days on "Basy Street",

Sincerely yours,
R. R. Shronk.

August 9th 1913.

Dear James,
In answer to your question in yesterday's

letter concerning the John Bechtel, mentioned in 12,
1Tills' history, I would say he was a brother of preter
and I think was the eldest. The John A, Bechtel mentioned,
I did not know, There was a Baptist family in Roxborough,
with whom I had no acquaintance except with Paul, who
drove a hearsge for Tnoch Levering, the undertaker. So
John A, may have been a member of that family. Joln was
of sandy complexion, but it was William Bechtel who was
drowned at Pottstown in 1859, and was buried from his late
home in the o0ld James street., The interment was in Rox=-
borough Raptist Church grounds. You asked me about him
sometime ago, when I sent you a copy of his death, or
fudberal, notice, copizd from the lLedger, I had since been
waiting to see Jacob, or his sister gallie Mowrey, both
of whom come wnce in a while to church, to see if William
was not their brother, Hettie, wlo is in the Gorgas Home,
at Roxborough, seems to have no recollection concerning
a William Bechtel.

I have experienced another set back this week. On
Monday I awoke with a chill; kept close to the house until
late in the afternoon, when I went to cover a fire at
Wisszhickon and Hunting Park avenues. On my way back 1
stopped and had a chat with lire, Wieand and her sister,
Miss Elizabeth Peltz, on the porch of their home, 2235
Hunting Park avenue, less than a square from where the
fire was, An o0ld frame livery stable. Arriving at home
I had another chill, which brought the doetor, who was
attending my daughter who became a victim of the excessive
neat on the last day of July. She is 2bout the house
again, and I am almost back to myself once more, I was
too weak to go to churceh on Vednesday evening, so I do
not know what progress Zinger is making on the memorial
tombstone fund, On Sunday he told me he had $108 in sight,
and was very anxious to hear from others, so he could
arrange the contract, Dr., Seasholes will conduct the
gervices tomorrow morning. During August there are no
Sunday evening service, We have had a very liot spell here
in old Phila., and while I like swmier, I shall be glad
this year when cooler weather comes. The heat, owing to
my weakened condition, is hard to bear, lirs. Wieand called
yesterday to see Nettie, as she was on her way home from
the Yalls, She had beea to see lirs, Stidham, who is selling
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off most of her household effects, prior to taking a little
housein West Philzdelphia, near her daughter Ethell's home,
Hoping this will find you in good health, I am,
Sincerely Yours,
Re. R. Bhronk,
August 10th 1913.

Dear James,

T wrote you last evening and I am writing this in
request of Fdwin Singer., He asked me this morning if I
would wiite and tell]l you he has in hand about $130 for Dr.
stidhem's memorizal tombstone, which he thinks will cos?
abdut $165, and is anxious to hear from you. Quite a number
of thes women of the congregation have asked that the meme
orizl stone be mads large encugh to contain the name of lirs,

Stidham, a proposition he has accepted, The stone will be

placed in the centre of the lot, Binger is anxious to have
the dedication take place sometime in September, The zost
mentioned will not include the expenses of the dedication,
which will require some printing,

I never felt the heat in churech as I did thim morn-
ing. After the second hymn, Dr. Seasheole invited the cholr
to come down out of the gallery, saying, "We will dispense
with the l=gt hymn® The invitation wae readily accepted.

I am feeling considerably better and stronger today,
but the hezat is very oppressive. Hoping yow are well, I am
Sincerely yours,
R, BR. Shronk,

August 17th 1913,
Dear Jpmes,

I delivered your chieck to REdwipg Singer, this
mo¥ning, for which he asked me io convey to you hls thanks,.
He haas in all about $145, and said he will come out all
rizhnt. The stone, without the lettering, is to cost $185, and
the lettering will run the cost up to $175. He has, or is
arranging to have the dedication take place on Saturday
afternoon, September 20th, and would like ¥You to be present
and conduct the ceremonies. I do not know what his programme
will be, further than that Rev. Dr. John Cordon will dew
liver an address. Singer took lrs. Stidham up tb the marble
cutter's yard on Priday afiernoon, and showed her a number
of tombstones, reguesting her to select the one she would
like best., She picked out the one Singer and other members
of the chirech had selected, Judging from the description
Singer $ave me, of the stone, it is to be of polisled granite,
about 45 feetl high, nearly thrse feet wide, and about a
foot thick, and with the base in two pieces. Rev, F. .
Shepherd, brother-in-law of Rev., Charles Varwick, preached
this morning. We arrangsd to hold a chpyrech meeting next Sune
day to arrange Tor filling the pulpit and an effort willbe
m=de to elect Ir, Beaslivle pastor for a year, He intimated
to Binger and to me VWednesday evening that he would not
accept a call from any church but for one year, Dr. Gordor
told me last night, over the telephone, that he thinks we
can getl Dr, Seasholes for a year, as he is desirous of
remaining in Philedelphia, #ill his son gets through the
high schiool. Unéder ithe circumstances 7 believe it would
ve best all around.if we could get him for = Year,

So you are going away for two or thifee week8?Whe ther
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for pleasure or for business, I hope the trip will prove
beneficial, I am feeling almost like myself again, and think
I will be alright in a ulluule while, Ve do not recuperadeé
20 quickly mgcwhen we were younger, 1 see they have moved
your sister's piano from the parsonage into the church,
where it stands at the end of the westirow of pews, Hoping
this will reach you before your depariure, and find you well,
I am,
Sincerely yours,

R« R. Shronk.
P. 8., lrs, Stidham and Tdna are «tzl“ occupying the personage.
gje ie =e711ng Dr. Stidham'es booke at ten cents each, and
other articles accordingly.

HeiBo 8%

- -

september 4th 1913.

Dear James,
Presuming you have returned to Mew York, I thought
I would have a little chat with you on paper, 1 wrote you
the day before your expected to leave, and hope the lettelX
reached you before you s tarted., A week ago last Sunday, at a
special meeting of the church, we decided, unamimously to
call Rev, Charles L, Seashole, D.D, as pastor for one year.
Thie may seem unique, but he had intimated that he would
not consider a c¢all from any church except for one year.At
the end of the year, he argued, if things did not turn out
all right, it would be easy for the pastor to retire, He
has not yet acceptad the call, but will do so on Sunday
morning, according to what lMrs, Seasholes told me last Sun-
day. I think we will be very fértunate in securing such an
able man. Dr, Gordon on learning of what the church did,
told me he thought it was avery wise thing to call Dr.
Seasholes, Bdwin Singer has arranged to have the memorial
tombe tone to Dr, Stidham dedicatedrion 8aturday afternoon,
Beptember 20th, at 3.45 o'clocks You are expected to preside.
The Rev. John B, Champion, of Roxborough Church, will offer
prayer., Drs. Gordon and Seasholes will make brief addresses,
The choir will sing three selections and to doxolegy, &nd
Rev.Charles Warwick will pronounce the bendiction., The cost
of the stone completed, will be $175. Mrs’ Stidhem and Edna
are still occupying the parsonage, but expect to soon secure
rooms in Weet Philadelphia near Ethel's home, Our friend,
John Roy, is in grezt sorrow over the death of his wife,
who died at 6 o'clock yesterday morning, of tumor of the
brain, They would have heen married 39 years on thie 19th of
November, had she lived, The funeral will be held at two
o'clock Saturdgy afternoon, They have two sons, John and
William, and one daugiiter, Nellie, William is married and
has three children., I am getting to be myself again,so
far as health is concemed, Hoping you are in good health,
and that you may be able to be present at the towbstone
dedication, I amnm,
Sincerely yours,
Ri RI Shronkl

Septenber 1lth 1913.
Deay James,
That must have been a glorious trip you had with
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X, Leech, Too bad you had to return by train, I have never
found anything more comfortable for riding than a good
motor car, A motor boat is all right, but does not come up
to a motor car. Dr, Seasholes' letter of acceptance was
read at the communion service on Sunday, He will assume
charge Qctober 1st, I believe his coming is Providential
and that he will do a good work at the Falls, Some of lrs.
Stidham's household goods are in the parsonage, She and
Edna are in Vest Philadelphia. The parsonage is very much
in need of repairs and will have to be repainted inside
and outside, re-papered, and the front norch repaired., It
ought to all re-plastered on tiie outside, The porch has
rotted away and arrangements have been made to have a
stone front and cement floor to take the pdace of the wood-
work. It will cost $150, or but $25 more than renewing the
wood, and will be a lasting job, Dr. Beasholes is anxious
tc move, as his lease in Germantown expired at the end of
August. Nothing has been done, I believe to the inside of
the parsonage since long before Dr. Stidham returned to
it, As the work will have to be done, the money to pay for
it, will have to be raised and the people as usual will
go to work cheerfully in raising it. I think,all things
congidered, that our little church has done nobly in meet-
ing necessary expenses, BEverything has been arranged for
the dedicating of Dr. Stidham's memorial next Saturday
afternoon, September 20th, at 3.40 o'clock, You are expected
tc preside, and with Dr, Gordon, Dr? Seasholes and myself,
are to meet at Edwin Singer's home, to be conveyed in
an automovile to the cemetery, Singer has managed the
affair splendidly and deserves great credit, I was sorry
to learn of your being damed by a fall on greasy asbhalt,
and hope you have by this time fully recovered, It takes
but a little thing to put one out of commkssion, Some weeks
ago, I foolishly sterped from a trolley car before it
stopped. I strained a tendon of my right foot, and was kept
in the house three days, My health is still improving and
I am geadually getting stronger, I attribute the improvement
to a glass of porter taken at night, before retiring; a
bitter dose but a helpful oche, Hoping you are in good health,
and that I may see you at the dedication, I am,
Bincerely,
R, R. Shronk,

Sep tember 26th 1913,

Dear James,

Dr. Gordon informed me yesterday that he had
mailed you a cipy of the Baptist Commonwealth, and that
he highly appreciated the little notice I wrote for it,
of the dedication of Dr. 8tidham's tombstone, I think you
will like the article, Ay Singer's request I wrote the
account of the dedication for the TForecast, Singer has
acted nobly and I could not refuse the request, To him
ie due all the credit of the magnificent action of the
chureh in erecting the tombstone, The church appointed
him and myself a committee to carry out the scheme, he
originated, all I did was to prepare the prograrme for
the printer, I Lef¢ him negotiate with the stone cutter,
and feel I made no mistake in so doing. At his request I
had those present at the prayer service on Wednesday night,
which I conducted, to adopt a vote of thanks to Ruxborough
Churech for the use of the Sunday School room, and to
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Rev, John B, Champion for assisting in the services,

Dt rained very hard here on Sunday evening and Dr.
Gordon was delighted in having 54 persons present at the
evening gervice, We told me yesterday that on a »revious
rainy Sunday night when he preached for Dr. Comwell;, that
less than a dozen came out to the gervice, Isn't that a
good showing for our little church, compared to the largest
ip the city?

In went into the parsonage on Vednesday evening
before church service and found there a number of young
men and women ag busy as beavers, painting and cleaning
up the house so that Dr, Seasholes could move in:stoday==-
Fricay., I like the spirit of these young people, and be=
lieve Dr. Se=2gholes' coming will be crowned with the
Master's approval, From personal experience during Mr.
Chesshire's ministry, I believe it is a good thing to
have the young peopnle work, As to the placing of the
beauti fl tombstone on Dr. Stidham's gmave, I feel that
the church has honored itself, and shown to the world a
splendid and forceful evidence of practical religion. In
the whole proceeding nothing pleased me more than your
being present to preside over the ceremonies, Judging
foom the cordial manner in which you were received, I
believe everybody interested was just as glad as I was that
you were present. Hoping your foot is all right again,
and that you are in good health, I am,

Bincerely yours,
R. R. Shronk,

October 3rd 1913.
Dear James,

I have been thinking of you ever since receive
ing your last letter in which you said you were not
feeling well, and hope you have recovered from the indis-
position. The weather we have had here had been very
trying 6o any who are &t all weak, By the papers I see
you had a very heavy rain in New York on Wednesday. It
rain=d hard here on that day, end yesterday aftermoon &
bolt of lightning struck and demolished the stone cross om
the tower of the Tioga Methodist Church, Today is cloudy
and the air is chilly and looks as though more rain was
coming,

Dr, Seasholes assumed charge on Wednesday evening,
when we had one of the most interesting services we have
had for a long time, He and his family are domiciled in
the parsonage, which they like very much, I wish you could
be present on Sunday morning to extend to Dr. Beashioles,
his wife and four of their children, the hand of church
fellowship; a duty and pleasure which will fall to me,
Singer, vhile senior deacon, zlways inststs on my taking
the part belonging to him, The parsonage will look much
bétter when the stone front of the porch is completed. The
chureh will vote Sunday morning and evening for the
additional deacons, This is done to enlarge the board and
to provide against anything happenings to Singer or yours
truly., I think the people will take to Dr., Seasholes, who
is very plain spoken and earnest, He proposes to give an
outline Sunday morning of the work he will undertake, This

T
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I suppose will also include what the members ought to
do, The congregation is getting larger and I believe the
chureh is about to enter upon a eeason of prosperity. It
is not hard to see now, why it got behind during the past
few years, Dr. Stdiham's condition, physically, was such
that he oBten labored wnen he should have been in bed. He
would often come to me on Sunday mornings and say, "Shronk,
I wish you would help me out this morning, by offering
prayer®, His work is ended and Dr. Seasholes has already
garnered some of the fruits of his ministry, There will,
I think, be no trouble in the people following and co-Oper=
ating with his successor. In England, on the death of a
sovereign, the people say, "The King is dead. Long Live the
Kingl" In this spirit of loyalty we can continue to love
Dr. Stidham, while we love and aid Dr., Beashodes,

Singer, on Wednesday, had gathered in all the money
for the memorial tombstone, xx® with the exception of
about $10., This we will make up. Hoping you are feeling
all right again,; I am,

Sincerely yours,
R. R, Shronk,

October Bth 1913.

Dear James,

Your interesting letter of the 4th came in
time for me to read at the breakfast table this morning,

Well, Dr. Seasholes , his wife, daughters and
two sons are now members of the chnreh, havirg come on
letters of dismissal from the Third Baptist Church, of
Germantown, In his sermon yesterday morning he gave an
outline of the work he proposes doing at the Falls, It was
based on the mo tto, "Bxpecting greént things'ef God and
attempting great things Tor God". I believe he is what we
term a hustler, but I do not think he will try to drive
the people, We will, however, have plenty to do in follow=
ing him, I had the pleasure of welcoming him and his family
and 6f extending the hafd of church fellowship., In doing
g0, I refered to thne fact that it was the first time in
thie 75 years history of the church, that a pastor was
welcomed to take the place of one called Home by death,
and of Dr. Sessholes coming at the request of Dr. Stidham
during hisg illness, snd how he had carried on the work so
succesaful}y and that while the chiurch will showsits love
to the memory of Dr, Stidham, it will be loyal to his
guccessor, Lllustrating by the custom of the loyal subjects
of England, who on the demise of a sovereign, cry out,"The
King is deadl Long live the Kingl®

lrs, Wieand was greatly pleased with my 1l1ittle

address and allowed tnat I improve with age. Caroline Mettinger
Stine, of Norristown was present and cangratulated me for
doing so well, all of which is very gratifying and makes
one feel glad of being able to do his part satisfactory.l
often think of the advice you gave me, when I came into
the church, to sllow nothing to interfere with the appoint-
ments of the church, T handed the same advice down to BEdwin
Singer, when he entered the church, and only a short time
ago he thanked me for the advice then given, lirs. Stidham
and her daughter BEdna attended the morning service, She is
bearing her great loss well, As she could not hear what I
gaid, I have written her a short account so shie can know
gsomething about it. She always tkhAnks me for my helping
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Dr, Stidham so often while he was unable to go into the
rulpit, The churéh has set apart Thursday evening, October
16th, for tendering a reception to Dr, Seasholes and his
family, Singer, who is the senior deacon, tells me I will
have to preside, an honor I would like very much to transfer
to you, if you can make it convenient to be present., I do
not think Dr, Seasholes cares for having any installation
service, Your not mentioning your fTormer indispesition, I
take it Tor granted you xre better. I am gettingz along
nicely and am feeling much like myself again, although I
felt at one time that my turn would come before Dr, Stid-
ham's. Hoping you are well, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R, shronk,

October 9th 1913.
Dear James,
I have just read your highly interesting letter

of yesterday and am gsorry your condition is not what I
would like it to be. Cwipg to Dr. feasholes having to de-
liver a lecture at Fox Chase Baptist Church, con the evening
of the 1l6th, the reception has been postponed one week,
and will be held on the 23rd, It's too bad that such a
dear, good, and learnsd man as Dr. Gordon sh¢uld maske such
a blunder as to mail a letter in New York, which was written
here two days before, It only proves the old saying that
we are all apt io make mistakes. I would like very much
to take the trip you are contemplating, in going over the
roads you travel=sd in 1862-63 as a member of that glorious
Company "I" under Captain Joln Dobson, I was much interested
in the account of the same by Dr, ¥ills in his history. I
was not a member of the company. When it first went out I
was an apprentice learning painting. I used to come home
Saturday night, then tend toll gate for Unéle Robert
Roberts, on Sunday, so he could go to church, On the Sunday
the company departed I went down to the toll gate as usual,
but instead of his going to church, Uncle Robert enlisted
and went with %he company, leaving me in charge of the gate
snd hisg family, He came home ill, and was laid up two weeks
before I could go back to painting, I went to the shop, had
a quarrel with the boss, and left, This ended the apprentice-
ship, which I had started three months before, Having some
knowledge of the trade, I went to work later as a full
fledged journeyman, and held my own with some who had been
long at the business, I hope in your travels this year that
you may not have anything like the storm Dr/.Mill describes
when you were last in that part of the country,

The churcih on Sunday elected John Wyatt and John -
Fields as d=acons., Fields lives at Wissahickon and left
the church there, sometime ago coming to our church, (1932:
John Fields is member of Roxborough Baptist Church)

Bverything talked of here, ss I presume it is in
New York, this week, is the World Series of base ball games.
Personally I have neither the time or money to waste on the
great national game, which is one of the many great sources
of gambling, I have reported a good many horse races
for the Ledger, but never could get interested in the sport,
nor accustomed to the company I was obliged to mingle with.

I think the outlook at the chiyerh is very promising.
There was a good turnout last night, despite the fact that
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some were attending the Association, while others attended
a Union parade and convention of Young Peoples' Societies
in lManayunk,

As the reception has been postpoOned , perhaps you
may find it convenient to be present, Take good care of
yourself, so as to get back to your real self again, Hoping
you may have a pleasant trip and come back greatly benefited,
I anm,

Sinesrely yours,
R, Ry Shronk,

- e .

October 20th 1913,

Dear James, Presuming that you have returned from your trip
over the tramping grounds of 1862-1863, I concluded to have
a little chat with youmon paper, Things are looking unusually
promising at the church, At a spedial meeting yesterday
morning, Harry B. Binkin, president of the Tnustees, made
a statement , in which he showed that needed improvements
to the parsonage snd church spire, will cost about $600,
and asked that the trustees be authorized to borrow that
amount, This was granted without any opposition, and the
work will probably be commenced without delay. It will
include re-plasterinig &nd re-painting the parsonage and
the placing of an up-to-d=zte bath tub and wash basin in its
bathroom., The spire has become dangerous owing to slates
falling from it, I believe the police have complained about
its condition, From what Binkin stated yesterday, it looks
as if the spire , abowe the part where the bell is, will
be removed and a different finish given to the tower. By
covering the spire with sheet copper it might be saved, but
that would entail a hsavy cost. The removal of the syire
would change the appearance of the doar old building, parti-
cularly to thoése who have known it so long. But as it is
merely ornsmental, why should we grieve over it? A friend
of Dr. Seasholes will do the planning without cost to the
church, At his request I sent out & number of imvitations
to some of his fri ends to be present at the reception on
Thursday evening., I hope you may find it convenient to Dbe
'resent, If you do, please come prepared to preside, Dr.
Mills' interesting Mili tary History of the Falls, was con-
eluded in last week's FTorecast, I hope he will have his
other history printed the same way, In the last chapter he
spoke of the armory in "Dutch Hollow", in which the muskets
were placed., They were subsequently removed to Dobson's
Cloth, or Clock Mill and placed in the tower. (Later, in
the time I was a2 Doy working in the New Mill, somy were
stored in the office, which had been the old Hagner Mansion.
A.C.C.) There they remained until February 1892, when the
mill was destroyed by fire, and they were burned beyond
repair, I have often thought that the muskets should have
been given to the man who were prepared to use them on the
two occasions when they went out to the front,

Riverside Jfansion was closed last Saturday, by
order of the courts, for selling }iguor to minors. Many,
a young woman and young man , as well, have been morally
ruined at that notorious resort,

Hoping you had a pleagant trip and that you have
been greatly benefitted jpnereby, I am,

Sincerely yours,
R. R. sShronk,
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October 24th 1913.

Dear James,

In compliance with the reguest in your letter
of the 22nd inst., I send you this account of last evening's
reception to Dr. Seaslhivles and his family, It was the
happiest occasion I have known in way of a church function,
gsince the time when or, Stidham was greeted. When he first
brought his wife to the ralls, The Sundayx School room was
filled, quite a numver of Dr. Seasholes' friends from Ger<
mantown being present. I had the honor of presiding and
called the meeting to order at 8,30, After an opening
prayer and a brief address I called on Rev. Walter E,
Oakford, of Grace Reformed Church, who made a happy
address. Other greetings were extended by Rev. A. Percival
Hodgson, of the 'ietinodist Church; Rev. B, B, Royer of the
Presbyterian Church, and Revi Henry ¥, Hale, Lutheran Church,
and lr. Charles Chipman, of Tioga, who was for years a
neighbor of Dr. Seasholes, in Germantown.

The addresses were interspersed with singing
under the direction of John Field, Harry 2., Zinkin , on
"ehalf of Benjamin (?) Greer of Germantown,presented Ir,
Seasholes with a large box of fine flowers. At the close
of the speech-raking all present walked to the front of the
room and shook hands with the pastor and his family, being
introduced by Uretta Johnson, and John Wyatt. This was
followed with ice ecream and lady finger cakes, served by
members of the Ladies' Aid Society. Dr. Seasholes, in
receiving the flowers expressed his and his family's
thanks for them and the many kindnesses shown since they
came to the ¥alls, asking his Germantown friends to call
and see how comfortably taey were settled in the fine
parsonage, I have naver seen a greater show of sociability
than was displayed last night. Everybody seem=zd pleased
and happy. I left at 10.30, when the room was still well
filled. Dr, Seasholes complimented me for the way in
which 1 presided and for inviting his friends to the
reception.

Altogether the affair was a splendid success
and will doubtless lead to a stronger and better feeling
tn the church. I do not know how or from whom the trustees
are to borrow the $600. Trom the spirit manifested last
night I fhink the people will work hard to repay the
debt. I am sorry you have the burden to earry intimated
in your letter, and fervently pray that the deliverance
may come speedily. I have often thouzht that your heart
has been too large for your own good, and that your reward
will be great. All you write O regard as strictly confidential.
Hoping you are in good health, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R, Bhronk.

November 3¥rd 1913.

o

ear James,
I have just reached home after a trip to the

Ledger office, and then out to Nanayunk, a tiring Jjouraey,
Your letter of Saturday and yesterday came to hand this
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morning, I was glad to learn you had entertained Dr. Gordon.
He 18 a noble man and a hard worker. I suppose jeuwill
call me up on the phome to tell me about yo ur kindness. In
the seleeting of Tr, Seasholes, I do not think the church
did anything but what was right. Notice has been given
repeatedly by Singer and myself of sction to be taken to
supply the pulpit, after Br. Seashioles' angagement as a
supply would end. We were havplly surprised to learn that
sachh a good and able men as he would accept a2 call for a
year at the small compensation the chiireh could afford to
give., On the morning the action was taken, the only ob-
Jections offered were by sréther Roy, who thought it was
breaking precedents to call a pastor for a limited period.
lirs, Vieand rose and stated that the church had established
Jus® such a precedent when it elected ReV. Rumerson Andrews
for six months, in 1852, He preceded Nark Watkinson. The
other objection was by John Tield, who thought a commi ttee
01 pulpit supnly should be appointed. He came from Wissae
hickon Church, and is ac-ive in the choir and other work.
It hee been said that he was anxious to have Rev. Harra, a
former pastor of Wissahickon Church, heard as a candidate.
"hen the vote to call Ir. Seasholes was taken, it was un-
animous, I believe his coming was Providential, and that
the chureh will be built up under his ministry, He is
arranging to have a church directory printed, and is
setting a splendid pace in general work, lsxt Sundey evening
the recently elected deacons, John Wyatt and John Field, are
to be installed, Whether the enthusiasm will cool down or not,
would be hard to say. I think it is of the kind that will
last, I suppose you resd an acecount of Dr. Seasholes!
reception in last week's Forecast, which I wrote &t the
request of Singer., The publisher has my name on his free
liet, and T like to return the compliment. I also wrote &
littde notice for our chureh, published in last week's
Commonwealth, It was apprecisted by lras, Stidham. She and
Edna were at church yesterday morning, They are boarding at
5938 Pine street, which is two squares from Ethel's home.
ITs, Stidham 1doks well and is beerring her great loss
bravely,., ghe likes the little 0ld church and is liked by
all 1ts members. The work of replastering aznd repainting
the exterior of thes parsonage will likely be staurted this
week, znd I hope the weather will continue favorable +ill
the work is completed.

Hoping you are in good health, as this leaves
me, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. Shronk.,

Nevember €th 1933,
Dear James,

Thie Gang is still here in this City of Brotherly
Love, There was too much office-seeking among the Reformers
and the dear women who went about electioneering for their
husbtands and friends did not impress the publie as well as
they expected. Personally, I wish we could get back to the
old-time elections, whern the two parties, esch fTighting
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for the principles they held, fought for supremacy without
any of the modern side issues. I had a talk with Ir,
Gordon, over the teleplione, I'onday evening, He is delighted
over the splendid mamner in which you entertained him and
his friend from Chicago, hut said he would have liked it
better if you and he could have been alone, His Chiesgo
friend accompaénied him to his hotel “unday night, and
talked until midbight. It was decided at the business
meeting of the church last everning, to allow the trustees
to remove the upp-r part of tke spire. The sheathing boards
on which the slates are nailed are so rotten that the nails
will not hold the slates on. Bome of the timbere are
also decayed, All above the part where the bell is, will
be removed and a peaked copper-covered Tinish will be
given to what will then be the tower. An estimate for doing
the work, fTor $225, has been received from a city contractor,
The trucstees were reguested to obtain bids from local
contractore before giving out the job, Dr. Seesholes is
what might be called a eracker-Jzck in conducting a churech
pusiness meeting. On Sunday morning, there will be a general
exchange of pulpits by Raptist pastors; Dr. Thomas 5.
Samson, of the First Church, Germantown, will preach for us;
Dr, Seashiples goes to First Church, Manayunk§ Frank }MNeredith,
who marri-d my cousin Louisa Roberte, and who has been
digssipated , rose for prayers Sunday evening. He was at the
gervice last night, and is struggling after the light. I
suppose ,you know his wife has been in the lNorristown Insane
Asylum, She was taken there a short time before Ir, Stidhem's
death, Frank told me last night, that she is getting on
finely and that he expects to have her home for their
Chiristmss dinner, Your lstter of Tuesday resmched me yesterday.
With best wishes I am,

Bincerely yours,

R. B. Shronk,

November 23rd 1913.

Dear James,

I am glad you appreciate the Chronicles I mail
you. It is an easier way of letting you know of the general
happenings at the old Falls, than to re-write in form of a
letter. Your letter of the 21st ceme to hand yesterday
orning, and was read with great interest. Horace V. Smith,
once told me that it would pay Mres., Abbot to allow Mr.

Abbot $2,000 per year, to de nothing. Poor man, what a
nunber of financecial troubles he hadl Withal I had a strong
love for him and from his tezching lesrned much of the
Bible, What a change hss come over his old home? I never
look at it, but what a feeling of sadness comes pver me., Sadie
died in poverty; Griffith ie farming in Massachusetts; while
poor innocent Sam is ekinguout 2 miseravle exdstence in West
Philadelphia. Raisecd in luxury, it must be hard for him to
be in want., I have not seen him for a long while, Just before
Tr. 8tidham was taken to his bed, he told me of Sam coming
to him to borrow 75 cents, When he gave him a dollars

You wanted to know the meaning of extending the
church to Vidvale avenue. It is & scheme Dr, Seasholes has
taken up, and which he hopes tc see carried out., He spoke of
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it this morning, and showed @ plan prepasred by Rev, Clarence
Larkin, pastor of FPox Chase Baptist Church, who is an
architect, It looks fine on paper and would be a grest
improvement. ¥hen asked the probabl€ cost, Dr. Seasholes
. said, %I have not advanced that far®, The "0ld Flag" has
been lowered, and the churech spire is now a thing ofithe
past., As I look=d up at where it stood this morning, I
wished I were rich enough to have it replaced. It looked
to me like a man raising his arm upward after the hand
and forearm had been amputated. I was told an examination
of the spire timbers sho . ee that they were bady decayed
and they they could not be repaired. Above the helfry, there
will be 2 conesshaped finish, surmounted with the old ball
and ster. To me tt will never look as graceful as it did. I
wish you could have seen the bouquet of handsome chrysanthemums
Singer got from Weightman's gardener this morning, for the
table in front of the pulpit. After the evening service he is
going to present them to Joseph Johnson, who has been somewhat
in the dumps the past week; spft of melancholy. His eyes are
failing and he seldom leaves the liouse. So you are not sorry
that Sorber got Dobson to buy the Uhler lot from Weightman,
I have always thought that Charley serv:d you a mean trick
in going &9 .Dobson after you had sgreed to take the lot, Sorbver
has been successful, so far ss money getting is concerned, but
what else has he? Dobson had to go and leave his §$60,000,000
or more. He could have built snd provided for the keep of a
public library without feeling the cost, and had a lasting
monument in the place he made his money, That, however, is his
affair, and not mine.
Dr. Seasholes will preach the union Thankegiving
'. sermon, in the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, It will be the
first time for the Lutherans to Jjoin in the service.
Hoping this will find you in good health, as it
leaves me, I am,

Sinecer=ly yours,

R. R. SHRORK.

-

November 27th 1913.

Dear James,

I am having a quiet Thanksgiving Day. Insé&ead of
tramping about to get accounts of what is doing at the
fraternal homes, az heretofore, I hmve traveled today by
way of the telephone., Which is a great help in my business.
During most of the day I have been living in the past. This,
1 suppose, is owing to the fact of my meeting Robert I,
Kaycock, the Record's expert horse reporter, He and I have
worked together for years, He told me that he was married
44 years ago on Thanksgiving Day, and that the day that
year came on November 18th, (Not the last Thursday in the
monthl) In looking back I recalled what I did on that day

! of hie wedding, You will probably recall the day, as the

. one when I Bave you a strenuous half day's work in your
Queen Lane home, into which you had recently removed. You and
I spent the morning polishing up the furniture in your
bedroom, a work I was more accustomed to that you. After
dinner, you, with your mother, sister, Cousin lfary Simmons,
end I , went up to the dedication of the new edifice of the

-------------llIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIlIllllIlllllllllllllllllllllli
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Roxborough Baptist Church. Dr. P, S, Henson preached the
sermon, While I do not remerber anything of the sermon I shall
never forget his introduction. He said, "It was the custom
of physicians some years ago to bleed their patients,I am
going to bleecd this congregation this morning". Which he
did wbthout mercy, raising the required sum to pay for the
building. What changes have come to us since that faraway
day?

Dr. Seasholes is optimistic and believes in
doing things. At last night's service the choir was authorized
to see what the cost of securing a leader would be. I suppose
that and the service is to be made artistic. I have zlways
thought that the church never appreciated the choir you so
ably led for so many years, 2s much sg it should, and of
wiiieh you are the sole survivor,

Joseph Johneon had quite a bad spell on Sunday
but was better yesterday according to Edwin Singer's sta tement
to me lsst evening. If Br. Seasholes' predictions come true
the dear old church will be doin. great things within the
next few yearse,

Hoping you are having a pleasant day, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK.

November 28th 1913.

Dear J=mes,

As our letters of yesterday crossed each other
it is eviient we were thinking of each other, You esaid you
hoped I would enjoy my turkey. I did, to a small extent. I
ate a =mall slige of the breast, or light meat, and a 1ittle
of the outside of a drumstick. That was the first of any
kind of meat I have tasted since the 17th of last lay, when 1
wag taken ill, and my doctor put me on a strict diet. He
told mem a few weeks ago that poultry is not considered
meat and that I might eat chicken, or turkey. I unfortunately
have lost my toste for pehiltry and very wseldom touch chicken.
T ueged to think that nothing better than roast turkey cduld
be brought on the tabde, That was when I was a boy. At one
of the 0ld time Sunday School's New Year festivals, we boys
of your class hantered esch other as to which could eat the
no8t turkey legs. Dear (Qld Aunt Hannah S8cott, whom everybody
loved, provided the turkey legs. Some of the boys stzlled on
two; some got away with three; a few ate four; and I won by
eating five and was called ghe hog of the class., Ch, but I did
suffer that night, but through my mother's trcatment was all
right next morning. That spoiled my taste for the moble bird.
In addition to doing without meat 1 was deprived of sugar of
which 1 was a §reat consumer, Dr, Stidham once told me thal
I 1liked a 1little coffee with my sugar,wher he saw me sweetening
a,cup. I tried both coffee and tea raw, but didn't like
wigher, so T have discarded both, drinking milk er cool
water, and am feeling 2all the better in doing so. I enjoy
the simple food and am thriving on it, I do not think any
effort will be made, for sometime to come, tv have the
church extended to llidvale avenue. It is all well enough
to talk of improvements, it I do not think they ought to be
made without our knowing where the money to pay for them is to
come from. As a choir leader, of which I told you in my
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letter yesterday, I do not think it would be right to pay
for such a luxury until the $600 to be borrowed for needed
repairs is paid, The chwrech is not able to attempt or
keep up the style, Were the revenue large enough I would
not oppose the making of any effort to fill the pews. While
I belkeve in expecting great things from God and attempting
great things for God, I do not think He would favor our
getting in debt. Hoping you enjoyed your tarkey, I an,

S8incerely yours,

R, R, SHRONK,

December 15th 1913.
Dear James,

Your letter came in time this morning for me to
read at the breakfast table., My breakfast, which is seldom
earlier than 10 o'clock, except “undaye when I rise an
hour earlier.

You fully expressed my sentiments in what you
szid about the present occupant od the Presidential seat,
which we will have to endure until lMarch 4th 1917, by which
time our dear friend, Joseph Jolnson, should he live,will
have rounded out 2 century. I also agree with you in regards
to the enlarging of the church building. The plan showed,
looks very pretty, b=t I think it will be a long while
before it is carried out. We had splendid spring-like
weather yesterday, but the old church wasn't half filled.

r, Seasholes preached a magnificent sermon from the very
unusual text, Genesis 414 " Pitch it within and without with
pitech”, it being part of the instructions to oah regarding
the ark. In the sermon he showed that Cod begins from within
by cleansing the hezrt by pegeneration, which must precede
reformation. With a cleansed and regenereted heart the man

by proper conduct shows the without, or outer part. We should
g0 live that others observing our conduct, might see that we
have been with Jesus, and leaned on Him. "What the church
wants today", he said, "is to get down on its knees and pray
for an old-fashionsd revival®. He closed with a beautiful and
forceful declaration that what God has begun He will also
complete.

Dr. Gordon called me on the telephone last
Friday night for a chat. He told me of his Raving written to
you, informing you that Ir. Conwell was to preach in
Calvary Chureh, New York, on Sunday., Urs. Stidham and Edna
attended the morning service yesterday, Both are looking
well, She told me they were nicely situated in a boarding
house, not far from Ethel's home. I'rs, Vieand was also
at the morning service, Things look promising. Four from
Dr, Beasholee' former charge, in Germantown, have joined our
church; a good and hopeful spirit prevails. The parsonage
looks fine, but I do not like the cut-off steeple. Hoping you
are in good health, as this leaves me, I am

Sincerely yows,

R. R, SHREONK.

- -
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Decermber 22nd 1913.

Dear James,

I have been on my back again most of the time
gince last “ednesday, I went down to the Record office
that morning, and then did a little shopping for my daughe
ter at Joskins, on the lower side of Chestnut stireet. Before
I got back to 9th and Arch streets, to Ssake a trolley car
for home, I was in terrible agony from a double rupture.

I was , as the darkie said, "Mighty glzd to be home", when
I arrived. I went at once to bed and Nettie telephoned to
the doctor. He came lzte in the evening and fixed me up
temporarily until next morning when a truss maker czme out
from the city and fitted me with a torturing harness. 1
never Before understood wiy a horse kicks over being
harnessed for the first time. The pain from the rupture
brought on an old fashionzd bilious attack which was
supplemented witha cold. The only consolation Dr. James
could give me yesterday was, that I will have to become
accustomad to the harness, As a regult of my ailments I
did not get to church Wednesday night, or yesterday morn-
ing. John Roy called in the afternoon, but did not come
up to my room. Dr. Seasholes telephoned last evening and
expressed his sympathy. He told me the weekly meeting will
be held this week on Friday evening, postponed from Vednes
day, Christmas Eve. I am feeling better today, though
somewhat weak. Poor Rpy, his will be a sad home this
Christmas, with his beloved Jane's mortal remains in the
cemetery, as her's was the first death in the household;
the loes will be much greater. These are parts of the
genaliles af Lifa, We Wie ta Ao 204 47 we \ie TREnh we
will die to live. Withal its ills and pills and bills,
this is a grand old world to live in. Bach of us have
much to be thankful for, and at this glad Christmas season
should be grateful for the greatest zift God ever made to
hopeless man,

I Telephoned John Iilligan to send me: extra
copies of last week's Chronicle, which I generally get at
the office on Mondays. I will mail you one, This is a
gloomy letter, but please do not let it prey on your
peace. Hoping you are well, and thet you may have a Herxry
Christmas, and a Happy New Year, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHROIK,

P, 8. My daughter got me some cards and handing me the
one enclosed said, "This is for Mr. Swartz®, Should
you send out cards, remember JoBeph Johnson, 4500 Ridge
avenue.

S.

- - -

December 28th 1913.
Dear James,
d I went over to chureh this morning and was
Join=d at 22nd and Allegheny avenue by Mrs. Wieand. We
heard a splendid dermon by Ir, Seasholes, on the prayer of
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Blisha to E}ijah: Second Kings 2:10; "And Blisha said, 'I
pray thee, let a doubdle portion of thy spirit be upon
me'; the subject being "The Transmission of Personality".
The Catholic popes, when elected, follow some particular
line of popes, hence we have Pope Pius X, the present
pontiff, Kings of England 4o the same, so we have the
present Xing George V. Lincoln so absorbed the life of
Washington that he followed him in administration; Roosew
velt's *Square Deal" was from Lincoln's honesty. Wilson is
copying Jefferson, The trend of the sermon was for us
each to follow some well known saint who was known for
his or her faithfulness, and piety. Paul taught this
docirine when he said, "Follow me even as I follow Christ";
Copy the good and strong points but shun the evil, Ir.
Seasholes announced that he had divided the Falls into
three working sections, or districts, Section "A", Dbelow
Queen lane; Section"B", above Jueen lane; and Section
"C" above the Norristown railroad. He has arranged a
meeting for workers in the sections, at the parsonage on
Tuesday eveniug. He is very optimistiec and I believe
will in a little while gZet the young people enthusiastic.
I do not like the looks of the chopp=d off spite; it gives
the front of the building a squatty appearance. The work
in the parsonage is slowly, 77ery slowd¥, being done. The
new bathtub has been put in, but the plumber now has
to wait for the carpenter to put up a partition before
he can install the washstand.,

While the weather was cold and threatening
this morning the attendance was good. Thursday will
be Bunday School Day, when the Primary Department will
hold its entertainment in the afternoon; the other classes
in the evening., Miss Elizabeth Johnson was at church
this morning. She said her father is doing nicely again,
and they are in hopes he will be all right before his
birthday, January 24th, when he will be 96 years old.
fhe told me her father was much pleased in rec#iving a
Christmas card from you, and asked me for your address.
I resumed work yesterday and am fTeeling much like mmself
again, One, I believe, can become accustomed to almost
anything. A year ago I was greatly bothered in using
"Store Teeth", now I am becoming used to a strong girdle,
or truss, The trouble is they all cost money, besides
the discomfort, I am gl=sd you appreciate the Chronicle.
In this week's 1ssue I wrote an editorial on the completion
of Volume 45. Hoping you are well and thet you may have a
Happy , Healthy, Pegqceful and Prospsrous New Year, I am

Sincerely yours,

.':;L. R. SI{RO].]K‘

January 13th 1914,
Dear James,

I do not envy your being in New York, &f the
weather is any worse than it is here this morning. The
thermometer is registering 15 degrees and a cold southwest
wind blowing, I have just had a walk of six squares and
I thought my ears would ve frozen before reaching Bone.

The suddeness of the change from spring-like mildness makes
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one feel it all the more. I have never been miich of a
friend of cold weather, and the oldexr I get the less I
care Tor it., I am feeling pretly good again, and am
getting accus tomed to being harnessed with a truss. In
a recent letter you wanted to know what causes a rupture.
They come from straining--often from lifting--and may
result from a sneeze or a cough., Uy Doctor told me they
sometimes come from general weakness, lMine had been
coming on for quite a2 while, but as it caused no incon-
venience or pain, I gave it no attention till the day
it almost killsd me. Then I was glad to reach home and
send for a doctor. It is one of the most distressing
pains one can experience. I suppose you are aware of the
24th being our dear old friend, JoBeph Johnson's L2%%h iy
birthday anniversary, and will join in giving hin a
gphower of birthday cards. I have not heard of him for
more than a week, e was then recovering from a cold.
I hép he will be spsrad, in good health, to round out
a century. If he is, he will be the firet, in my
knowledge to live that long at the Falls, I know a
woman here in Tioga, who will be 106 years old on
April 14th, if she lives. She is a member of the
Fiftieth Baptist Church, and is remarkably well preserved.
She remembers the War of 1812, and on her wedding day was
driven in a carriage from Doylestown to Norristown, from
where she rode to Philadelphia on one o7 tiie Tirst trains
run over the Norristown Railroad. Dr, Seasholes has had
the church pews re-numbered, n®t for renting, but to
give all a chance to select a sitting. He will talk,
next Thursday evening, on "Who Discovered the North Polef®®
the proceeds to be used in repairing the organ. There is to
be a dinner on Was hington's birthday, or the 23rd of
February, Honady, and arrangement are bveing made for
holding a grand bazaar. I le:srned last week that the $600
borrowed by the trustees, was loaned by Christian Verbeck
for one year. I suppose there will have to be something
done to repay it on time. Everything has a hopeful air
and it looks as though the old church will again become a
power for good in the community. Dr. Seasholes' wife
and four of the children have been laid up with grippe and
are slowly recovering. Hoping this will find you in good
health, and comfort, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R.R.SHRONK.

January 15th 1914.
Dear James,

I consider myself most fortunate in receiving
two letters from you in as many days. Great minds do work
together physchologizally, I suppose. I did not refer to
my own thermometer, as I do not happen to have one outside
the house, but thought 15 above zero was cold enough,
Yesterday the same party said it was 3 below at Roxborough
and at Chestnut Hill it was reported 8 below, It is much
warmer here today but it looks as though a snow fall was
coming. I am no friend of cold weather, and the older I get
the less 1 care for it. On the other hand It bas (ko ke very
hot before I complain,

I remember the bookecase and books which our
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sunday Schiool obtained from the Laboratory Hill School, but
T do not recall ever having seen the little biography of
~hristian Swartz, I wonder if he could have been a relative
of yours, I have always had a warm spot in my heart for your
noble father, I took a liking to him the first time I met
him by the kind way he spoke to me. The more I knew of him
the stronger my admiration grew, And I never Xnew a man
who was moTre considerate for thise in his employ. He cared
for them as a fond parent would care for his children, and
naturally had the respect and love of all who worked for
him., T remember railroad men comparing him to John Binkin,
who was regarded by them as a tyrant, They were ready to do
anything for your father, but only feared Binkin, I always
thought it strange that two men being so different in dispo=-
sition could be such close friends, as your father and
Binkin, I also recall the universal expressions of sorrow
of the people at the Falls when the sad news of your father's
death was received., There are some living at the Falls who
still think that the day and Sunday School, with its reading
room and library, on Laboratory Hill was there through Ir.
Power's philanthhopy. They forget that the school and library
closed the very day Mr, Harrison (George Lieb Harrison) retired
from the firm. Mr. Harrisen taught the Sunday School class
of which I was a member, After that Sunday School closed, I
thought I would go to the lfethedist School with Andrew Gil-
more, the two John Shronks, and others boys, I went there one
Sunday, when Sidney Smith, who married Sallie Hess, the
teacher, scolded me for looking &t the little woodcuts in
the question book, When I went home my mother asked me how
I liked the school, I told her of the kolding I had received,
and that I would go to the Baptist School next Sunday. I did,
and was placed in Jacob Dietrich's class, That scolding may
have prevented me from becoming a Methodist, for which I am
devoutly thankful,

Edwin Singer told me last night that Joseph
Jolmson has had another bad speel, The old brewery building
in "Duteh Hollow® is to be torn down an the stones are to be
used Tor a foundation for a new edifice 8t. Bridget's Church
is to erect fronting on liidvale avenue (Nun's house or rectory;
This will likely spur up Dr. Seasholes in his scheme to have
a Midvale avenue front on our church. You will see by the
papers that General Louis Wagner paseed suddenly away this
morning. I have Deen associlated with him a great deal since
I began reporting for the lLedger., Hopiriz you are thawed out
and are well, I am

Sincerely yours,

R. R, SHROEK,

January 18th 1934.

Dear James,

It may be that you have already heard of the death
of our old friend Joseph Johnson, who passed quietly away
on Iridaytat hds home, 4500 Ridge avenue. He was conscious
up to the end. I knew nothing of the sad event until yesterday
afterncon when ny daughter told me the Ledger had a brief
obituary of him in the day's issue, He will be buried on
Tuesday af ternpoon, privately, in Laurel Hill Cemetery.
Dr, Beasholes will officiate, Singer, always ready for any
good work, began a colleection this morning for sending a buneh
of 97 carnations, 2s a toxen of regard from the church, He
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thinks he will have no trouble in raising the amount needed.
I was greatly shocked on learning of our friend's death, I
wag in hopes he would be spared to round out a century. And
yet, wheén it is considered that his condition was such that
he had to be kept in his room, and no one allowed to see him,
and his sight Tailing, life must have been a burden. I learned
while in chirch this moraing, that Mrs., Margaret Richards
Hubbard died suddenly yestdrday, in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
where she was residing to be near her son who is attending
larvard Jollege. "he passed part of December at the home of
rs, Clara Ogden, on Hunting Park Avenue, opposite Peltz!
House, where she was confined to bed a week from rheumatismn.

Miss Eligabeth Peltz, and lirs. Wieand both went
to chruch this morning, but did not remain to the service. In
walking along Ridge Avenue, and when near Queen line, Elizaw
beth tripped on a c¢ellar door, and fell, injuring her left
arm, right chest, and nose. She went to the church to get
warm and then her sister took her home., I called after return-

ing from church, and found her sitting in the dining room,
showing but little effects of the fall,

This is rather a doleful letter, but I thought you
would wish to learb the facts, Hoping you are well, as this
leaves me, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHROIK,

January 27th 1914,
Dear James,

I suppose 1 am getting careless as to replying to
letters, More than a welBk ago one came from you and I have
just reclized that it has not been ackmowledged. In it you
stated that you expected to atten®l the funeral of our aged
friend Josech Johnson, I had an engagement that afternoon and
was unable to attend the funeral., I wrote a letter of con-
dolence to Miss Elizabeth and her sisters, in which I told
them of my not being able to be present., Dear 0ld manl I was
in hopes he might be spar-d to round out a century, And yet
his condition for the last two years was such that it nmust
have been a burden for him to live, Is it not a blessing that
2 higher power has control of our affairs? I suppose you know
that Maggie Richards Hubbard was cremated. }rs., Wieand attended
the services at the famil, vault in Laurel Hill Cemetery, and
gsaw the urn containing her ashes carried into the vault. I eee
by the papers that she left an estate of $20,000; much less
than I thought she was worth, I called at Peltz' house last
evening to see ''iss Hlizabeth. A week ago , on Ffunday, she
had a «fall, by tripping on a cellar door in front of the mew
store at Queen lane and Ridge avenue, She went to the church,
but after a brief rest there lirs, Wieand took Jer home. She
has suffered a great deal from contusion of her chest and left
arm, She was much better last evening, but still unable to
use her arm, 8he told me that her nephew, Dr, Philip Peltz,
could not understand why the arm had not broken , as it is
greatly discolored from the elbow to the shoulder.

Br, Seasholes had a full house last Thursday
evening, when he delivered his lecture, on "Who Discovered
The North Pole?" I was not there but I was told it was very
interesting and instructive. The proceeds will be used in
Tepalring the church organ, There is to be a dinner given




Monday evering February 23rd, by men, who are to do the
serving; the women having nothing to do but eat, How would
you like 1o ecoms and help in the serving and dish washing?
About as well as I would like to do either, I presume. I
don't think either of us have had much experience in either
line, and I feel too 0ld to Dbegin,

The Forecast man wen:dt up to Johnson's to get
data for a sketeh, but the girls did not want to give it, so
be appealed to me, and I wrote him the sketeh published in
last week's issue. I am feeling like myself again, and an
accustomed to using the truss. Hoping this will find yo in
good health.

Sincenely yours,

R, R. SHRONK.

February 13th 1914,
Dear James,

I know you are not so superstitious as to object
to receiving a letter written on Priday the 13th, so I shall
111 out a few leisure moments in a paper talk with you,

0ld Philadelphia is in the grip of a cold wave,
which has frozem her well up and makes sitting close to
fires very agreeable, I guess I am thin blooded for I no
sooner get out in this almost zero weather before I begin te
shiver. At the Palls there are quite a number of pe-ple laid
up with the grippe; among them is Dr, Seasholes, who has been
confined to the house since l‘onday. On Sunday morning he
looked bad, and told me he wae filled to the neck with quinine.
In the afternocon he officiated at a funeral over om Sizth
street, and in the evening baptized three converts. He was
gsomewnat better on Wedneszday, but was not able to atémnd the
prayer nmeeting.

Things are moving along nicely at the church,
everyone seeming interested in the George Washington dinnex
to be glven Yonday evening, February 23rd, when the men are
to do the serving. I will not be included in the servers., The
only time I served at a public dinner was at the jollifiecation
dinner over President Lincoln's re-election in 1864, which
Iir, Chesshire was the originator, in the old ILincoln and John-
son Club, Shantz' Hall, I was on the committee and in serving
Boffee in a large pitcher I managed to pour it over ur,
Clouse's leg, causing him to yell, I never learned whether his
leg was scalded or not.

Joseph Miles, aged 77, one of the oldest members
of JManayunk Bantist Church, whom I have known and admuired
Tor many years will be buried tomorrow afterncon., He was a
members of your("Meade) Post No. 1, G. A, R., which I sunpose
will be represented at the funeral, Miles' cast his first
vote in 1856, for Premont and Dayton, who had been nominatad
in "usical Tund Hall, at the first Republican Convention. He
continued voting Republican the rést of his life, Wasn't that
a Tine picture of our friend Joseph Johnson in last week's
Forecast? It is worth preserving.

I have received notide that dinner is ready and as
I have to go into the city this af ternoon, I will close by
hoping you are in good health, »s this leaves ne,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK,
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February 16th 1914,

Dear James,

|-!

I had your interesting letter this mording at

my breakfast table, a little after 9 o'clock, liy work keeps
me up late at night, so I make up for it in the mornings. In
this ?espect tJe work suits me, for I never was much of an
early riser. Your gstting ready to get tucked under the covers
at 2 A M., beats me to a frazzle, as Roosevelt would say.

Illness did not keep me from attending Johnson's
funeral., Tuesday is Ledger pay day, and aside from wanting the
cash, I have to report to the City Editor that afternoon.
The day is unfortunate so far as funerals go, for I do not know
how man, of my friends have been buried on that day, without
my belng able to attend. I think Singer was thinking of the
gpell I had about Christmas, when I became acquainted with
tlie meaning of being ruptured. At the time of Johnson's funeral
I was in pretty gzood shape.

Your mention of having met IIngelhart Brehm, makes
me regret all the more my not neing at the funeral. I have
not seem him since early in 1862. Vhen we went to ths Forest
S8chool, he and I were very chummy., Ve sat together and helped
each other do "sums®™, He mdldays seemed more like a girl thap
a boy, and I used to defend him in fi ghts other boys would
vick with him, I remember when he and Richard, my bréther
Owen, and I were in your ZSunday School Class. Qickard married
nlizabeth, of Lizette 8tehle, She, with her brother Henry,
and sister Emm live over on Frankford avenue and has an
interest in a larwe dye works. She hss a son, William, living
in Tioga. I do not know what Bngelhart is doiag but believe
he lives in Norristown, It has been ten years since I last saw
faggle Richards Bubbard. I then met her at Coulter strzet and
Wayne avenue, Germantown, while waiting for a lfidvale avenue
trolley car on my way to the Falls, I alwayes liked her and
reguarded her as being more gensible than her brother Horace
(Rlcnhr.a). He always impressed me as a bad boy wanmting a
good whipping. He, howevery, knows how to take care of his
money, much better than the Abbot'boys did, Your said in your
letter that you were afraid of becoming a bore. Please banish
the thought, and write whenever you feel inclined, for I enjoy
your letter very much, I will take all back I said, about
modern winters. You will see in the "Laughing Gas" column of
the Chronicle I mailed you this marning, why the winters have
changed.

Dr. Seasho
yesterday, but was feel
is son, Charles L

les was abls to occupy the pulpit

ing weak fro LiE&ttﬂCﬂ of the grippe.
aduated from the Central High School

th honors, last ¥, and the Doctor went with the rest

the family to a d the exercises., Last evening hes preached
a special sermon to the Young liens! Aar0013t10n, an organization
of young men which purchased Charles Boothroyd's property on
Queen lane, and built a club house back of the dwelling.

Tonight the Haptist Young Peoples' Union meets
in our chureh., Rev., Dr, Prank Dobbins will make the address.
Tomorrow the Northwest EthlBt Boecial Union meets in the
Temple Church, Tioga, In both these, Dr. Seasholes takes a
warm interest.

lire, Wieand was over to church yesterday morning
despite the dangerous walking. Her sister, iiss Elizabeth Peltz,
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has not yet recovered from the fall she had several Sundays
ago at the Falls, while on her way to ecliureh,
Hoping this will find you in good hsalth, I am,
Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRORK,

Dear James,

I will sey no more about late breakfasts, leaving
the laurels for you, It must be pleasing, in a lonely thing,
to have breakfast served in one's own cosy room. I have what
I think is an unfigue breakfast every morning, A good sized
dish of grapenuts, with cream, well salted; a saticer of stewed
evaporsted pesches, and a piece of toasted bread, well buttered,
Witth this I have a cup of warm milk, On Sundays I have instead
of the bread, a plate of buckwheat ecakes, I am a regular
vegetarian, having eateh no meat since thie spell I hdd last
May, and am feeling all the better for it, I confess, however,
that I mies country saugage and sc¢rapple these winter mornings.
I have also become accustomed to doing without sugar,

I believe you are right about Benjamin Miles,
father of Joseph Miles, being a deacon in the Manayunk Church,
with John Wolfington, Br., At the time of your Uncle Henry
Rankin's death, there was no church in Manayunk, The church
there was not constituted until 1851. Was X® not he the hus-
band of Aunt Sarah Rankin, whom I used to meet at your motherds
home? I attended her funeral in Reading, and at your request
went &n one of the carriages to the cemetery, The day was
very hot, and having an umbrella I sat on the box with the
driver, holding the unbrella over us both, Upon returning
from the cemetery and while descending a steep grade the
harness broke and the horses startecd to run away. I told the
driver to pull them into an embankment at the side of the
road, which he did, and came near overturning the hack, Having
some strong cord in my pocket, I tied the broken harness
together, and we then proceeded back to the house without
further trouble, I don't know as I have ever told you about
your Uncle Henry Swartz, and Joseph Shantz, visitimmy father
at the time of his 2wtk last illness in 1883, They called
one morning and mother asked then if they would like to go
up staire tc see father, Shantz was suffering from = weak
heart and said he was afraid to climb the stairs. Mother
took your unele up and teld father an old friend had called
to see him, Your uncle spoke and father said, "I know that
voice? Are you not Henry Swartz?%It has been forty years since
T last saw you, You were then working wihth Henry Rankin on the
canal® Fa ther, you remember, was blind at the time. Your
uncle regarded it as a remarkable stretch of memory. A sail
coincidence of the meeting oceurred soon after. Your uncle,
Shantz and father all passed away within a few weeks of that
meeting, I believe your uncle Henry had come to the Falls to
attend your mother's funeral,

You stated in the letter I had at breakfast this
morning, that you thought our mail here was faulty. It is
simply rotten., I amiled an important let ter, whide at Mana-
yunk, before two o'clock on llonday af termoon, putting a

L
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special delivery stamp upon it, The letter was addressed to
the Public Ledger., At flvx in the aftermoon, the l.edger tele-
phoned me about the letter, I found upon ;xn inquiry at the
Central Postoffice, that it did not 1esv= Yanayunk till 5,30
and it was nearly 6.30 before it reached the editor, The

blame of the delay was placed on the 1°tﬂneqs, that afternoon,
of the Pottsville express in reaching Manayunk, I have the
game trouble in the Nicetown post office, from where Tioga
letters are dispatched, and often take the letters to Broad
and Cambria streets, to the Morth Philadelphiz post office,
which is connected with a compresssd air tube through “JHCh
the mail is shot to the Central Qffice.

I presume you are having the same trouble in
New York that we are bo+ﬂerec with here; r;rﬁie strpets beings
filled with snow. Yesterday was somewhat warmer and the rain
out the streets in worse condition than ever., I had fto go
to the ingtalling of a Presbyterian minister last night to
2Bth street and Indiana avenue, only seven squares from my
home., I rode to 28nd and Cambria street, and then walksed three
squares west and one north, and it was slow and tiresome
going,

I don't siinpose you will he able to get on to the
Georpge Veshington dinner, to be given on londay evening, in
the churfh, by the men of the congregation. I 2m not certain
whether I shall go, or not., The little church was crowded on
Sunday evening, when Dri. Seagholes preached 2 special sermon
on Abraham Lincoln, to the Young iens! AEEOCidthﬂ This
Sundey evering he will held & patriotic service and speak on
certain qualities of George Vashington., A young woman was
before the meeting on Medwno“qy evening, She will be baptized
ocn the evening of larch 1lst, when others are expected to Jjoin
her, Dr, Seasholes was pret t“‘ well recovered from the grippe
on Vednesday night, He shows & strong interest in everything
that is being done in the church,

Hoping this will find you in good health, as it
leaves me, and that your csuses for worrying may all pass
away, I am,

Sincerely wvours,

R. R. SHRONI,

P. 8. I thank you for the compliment of comparing my letters to
thoge of Dr. Stidham)., who wag an expert in everything he didi

February 27th 1914,

Having a few minutes before dinner will be ready,
I thought I would indulge in a little talk on paper with you.
The bright sun makes one feel good, after the severe weathet
the month brought us this year, OnsBunday larch lst, the
Ladies!' Amxiliary of Mary Commandery K,T. will hold its
annuel service at the llasonic Home, The ammouncement brought a
pang to me, as I thought how, for sixteen succesgsive YEXXX
firset Sundays in March, Dr., Stfilham o able préached for the
organizetion, I do not know who they will have this year to
take his place, but I feel fonfident they will find no one who
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will excell him , or equal him, I heaXd him on many of tae
occasione and while some of his talked bheing "lasonic" was
a mystery to me, and others not of the ecraft, they were
magterful discourses,

I hid a telephone call from Mrs, Seasholes
yesterday telling me of the death that morning of ¥iss Maria
SchoTield, sister of Mary and Alice. You will remember Maria;
she was & hunchback, who for many years attenddl services in
our church with her gsisters, She was 78 years of age and died
of pneumonia,

; I did not get over to rhe CGeorge Washington Birthe
day supper, on loncay night, but it was a magnificent success.
The church was crowded and everything went off splendidly.

Dr, Seashiles aid the snowstorm helped the supper as it kept
people from going away from the Falls, James T, Whardenby,
grandson of William Whartenby, who succeeded Lewis Mettinger
as pexton of the shurch, and a young woman will be baptized
Sunday night, and others are expectzd to follow soon, In this
week's Forecvast is an article on 0ld @aks, John Tucker'g
Mansion, which I wrote for the Record. It helped fill up the
little local paper, lMary Jane Shaffer told me on Wednesday
evening that her-Aunt Lizzie is recovering nicely from her
serious illness, at her home in Vorristown. I shall be glad
when the blue birds come as barvingers of spring, for I have
had all I want of this old fashioned winter,

Hoping this will find you in good health, as it
leaves me, I anm,

Sincesrely yours,

R, R, SHRONK,

Marbh 1lst 1914.

Dear James,

Your letter of February 27th reached me yesterday
afternoon, instead of being delayed till tomorrow morning. I
cannot account for ite getting here so soon, and hope it may
rpove tiiz beginning of better mail delivery. You must not allow
your contemplations of the days that are gone to make you{
despondent. I, toc, get in the same mood and I guess all
others do, who have seen so many years, "Hitherto had the
Lord helped me", shows that one of the sacred writers had his
retrospective moments., Yes, there are many things in those
good old days , which we cannot forgety and I believe it is
good Tor us that we are unable to forget them.

Your probably received my letter about the time
I received yours. Another case of our letters crossing ezch
other, The o0ld man you read of in the Chronicle and the Fore-
cast is the samey Timothy lclicnigle, an Bvening Telegraph
reporter, who lives at the Palls, wro te the account for the
Forecast, but got somewhat mized up in his statement. I met
him in JManayunk and he asked if I knew anything that would
make an interesting article for the Forecast, for which he
occaslonally wrote, I told him of the stranger's visit. He
then asked me about the 8mith residence,and I told him about
Horace Efmith shooting &t Gabriel, the weather-vane of the
(Baptist) church steeple. I suppose he thought by taking the
man up Queen lane, would make the story the more interesting.
Until you wrote your letter I never knew that John
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Tucker had only lived one sumier in Q0ld Oaks, It has been
quite 2 while since I have been near the grand old building,
but at my last visit, the masonry seemed to show no sign of
giving way, though it was done, 28 you said, in Lreexiar
weather, While the cemetery company owned the property the
fine large parlér was turned into = chapel for “uneral
services, Iater, ti was used as a meeting house for a Congee=-
gationzl Church, and still later, for a Polish Catholic
Church, Gut has not been occupied , I Dpelieve, for several

yenrs. ¥ith industrial plants built on the prop=rty it has
loat most o’ its 0ld time charme. Forace Richards splendid
hone (adjoining Mrs., Dobson's house) has been ruined by the

building of thr Queen Lane Reservwvoir, and filtration plant,
go close to 1t, and by the cutting turuugn the grounds of
MeMichael street®nd Rober ts avenue, He has besen for years
trying to sell the property, but anvpears to have been unable
to find a buyer,
Depsite the stormy weather, there was a good
ttendance at the communion service this moming. Two Young
en and a young woran were peceéived into t“e church and others
will be baptized next Sunday evening.
lires, Stidham usuvally “Oﬂb' over on Communion Sun-
, but I sunﬁoqe the weather kept I e” indoors today. Hoping
thie will find you in good health, &s it leaves me, I am,
Sincerély yours,

R, R, SHRONK,

-

Farchi 12th 1914,

Dear James,

I have been wondering as to what has become of
you, not having heard from you since before the blizzard
of March 1lst and 2nd, which frfom newgpaper accou
much worse in New York than in thie city, where 1t '8 bad

enough,

‘-r- was

I went to the Record office on Bundey evening,
March lst, and while wadlking down Ninth street from Srch, had
a strenuous time making heddway carrying an umbrzlla with
the cover close to my head, At Filbert street a terrible roar
was Tollowed by a loud crash, the ting roof of a high buidding
fell in the street opposite to wehere I was walking, I , fortu-
nately got back home withoutzninjury and just as the worst of
the blizzard pegan. Teday is the 26t ammiversary of the
1868 blizzard. I was to gZo down to James Dobson's office to
get a letter of 1utro_:ut10u to the city editor of the Ledger
that day, but was unable to get down till three days later,
when I began my reportorial career for a daily paper. On the
moming of the 12th I left my bow , 1804 Tioga street, to
go to the Manayunik Chronicle offiece, for a little neseded cash,
and to turn in my Falls letter, I left home at 7 o'clock,
reached the Falls , by the Reading Railread, at 11; went to
mother's; then back to the raillroad station where I waited
until 4 o'clock for an uptrain; resBhed lanayunk before 5;
gaw Mr, Milligan in his office; went back to the railroad
stationl where I boarded a train at 7, reached the old 1l6th
street station in good time, but didn't get away from there
till nearly 9; then the train stopped a 10ﬂw while on the way,
so that it was 9.30 before I reached home, I was more than
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received an eight-page phamplet "Catholic
Abstainer", this morning, It is published monthly by the
Catlhiolic Abstinence Soclety, at 1328 Chestnut street. On the
firet page in a reprint,wfthout credit, of an article I wrote
several yonthe ago for the Baptist Commonwealth, on Bartender's
Drinks, which I suppose you saw at the time.

We are having real wintry weather here today, whid
is bright and cold. How I long for the bluebirds and other
welcome harbingers of epring, The olider I get the less I
like cold weather. The only thing I envy Horace B. Richards
ig his ability to get away every year from the fivet line
to th®e Sunny South.

On Sunday HMarch 1st, the Ladies' Auxiliary of
Mary Cormandery No. 56 T.T. held their annual service at the
Masonic Home, Dr. £tidham preached for 16 years at this
service, This year his 71 ce was taken by the Rev. John G,
Wilson, D.D asto { the Union M. E, Church, one of ne
avlest excners of the lMethodist Church. He znd the F
William H vi f the Church of the Brethern, and
intedent of warm pribute to Dr. J,Juhn“,
for his long to the Auxiliary., I did
not attend the unale to quote wiat either
of them said, to Mr, Sivel that such a
tribute would
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stormy night. The ntly organized 11terary agsoctation will
give an enter taimment on the night of 8t., Patrick's Day, when
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Dr, Seasholes baptized three converts last Sun-
ay evering, and two others, young men, will be baptized on
funday evening; a very encouraging growth and others are to
follow. As dinner i announced I will stop. Hoppng this
finds y safe and sound and in good health, I anm

necerely yours,

March 20th 1914.
Dear James,

I have purposely delayed replying tc your lettea
of the 1l6th so that I might include in 1t, mg greetings and
congratulations on your 74th birthday anniversary, the 56th
annoversgary of your baptism, and the 62nd anniversary of the
firat service held in the lecture room of our church. ThEee
enportant events in youw life, and I sincerely hope you may
live to see many returns of the day. You will received with
this letter 4f the maile work right, a letter of congratu-
lation from Harry B. Binkin, church clerk, who was authorized
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on Wednesday evening by an unanimous vote of the cb ureh, to
convey to you its greeting and congratulation., I hope jou
will pardon the liberty I took in calling the attention to
the church of your double anniversary, The spirit in which
the suggestion was adopted made me feel glad that I offered
it. You have a strong hold upon the love of the church and
the opportunity for an expression thereof was joyfully em-
braced. I was glad to learn in your letter that you can see
light ahead in your financial troubles, and hope &he light
will lead to the dawning of a bright and happy day.

That man Hipple, by his suicide, caused my next
door neighbor, Thomas C. Fluke, who donducted a fancy grocery
at 1324 Chestnut street, great worriment, He had $16,000 on
depogit in the Real Estate Trust Uompany, but succeeded in
withdarwing most of it, before the crashh came. His worrylng,
I think, helped to end his days, for he died the flollowing
winter. I do not know, neigher do I desire to learn, who
your would-be debtors at the Falls are, but I know one who
wishes he had some means of liquidating his Jlong standing
obligation. Your sssuming the moral obligations was a
noble act Tfor which a reward ought to be realized before you
wear tine golden crown in the world where among other blessings
there will be neither borrowing or lending, I have a long
list of czses in which my being easy has cost me both money
and worriment. Persons seem to known who to strike., I have
long ago learned that I cannot afford to carry any more
money than what will meet expenses, because I will nat lie,
and cannot refuse helping peovle with heart stories. I could
write a long article on how I have been "touched®™ by poor
creatures claming to be hungry. I have often taken men to
eating houses, intending to buy them & meal, but as I stepped
in the door, they hurried away. I have Jlmnyu found pleasure
in giving a hungry man a dinner, but it is impossible to
know whether hunger or thirst has the greatest claim op the
beggar,

Dr. Seasholes will baptize six more candidates
on Sunday evening, It is beginning to feel like the good odd
time again in the church, Hoping you are well, that you may
sooy be relieved of your carss, 2nd that you may have a joyous
birthday, I am

Sincerely yours,

R. R, SHROXK,

March 26th 1914,

Dear James,

I was very sorry on Wednesday in receiving your
letter to learn of the trouble comi ng back in your chest. I
had hoped it had 1eft you for good, and hope it may quickly
be controlled by your physician, I do not lzke the "dope”
remedy, beacuse of its danger, so please be very careful how
you use it, 2nd be careful of lighted cigars, You might hawe
a serious burn. Have you ever tried deep breathing? My old
ffiend, James Milligan, of the Chronicle,uused to think it
was one of the best and most profitable exercises a person
could take, and to it attributed his cure from stammering.
I have found it very beneficial, I never knew so much about
the Ur. James , who formerly lived in the house J. Vaughan
Merrick gave as a Memorial Hospltal and House of Lercy for

5t, Timothy's Church, snd which I abbreviated to 8% Timothy's
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Hospi tsl (1932 : Memorial Hospital, Roxborough) I knew an
Israel James, who lived in Roxborough, who conducted a flour
mill in HManayunk, He was a lfetliodist and I think was one of
the trustees of the FPalls Methodist Chureh, He and my father
were warm friends, I used to like to watch him taking pinches
of snuff, when I was a mmall boy., I was with ¥Wathan L. Jones,
Jr., today, at the annual meeting of the Qverseers of the
Poor of Roxborough Township, He was the retiring secretary,
having been voted out of office at the last election., The
poor house is a full mile back from Ridge avenue on Shawmont
avenue, I started to walk, but was picked up by the man who
furnished the ice ecream for the annual dinner, I ate very
sparingly of the dinner. On leaving the home I was driven in
an automobile down to Wissshickon entrance to Fairmount Park.
On the back part of Shawmont avenue, the snow is several
feet deep, along the road. On Tuesday night I went up to
the First Baptist Church, Germantown, to have a talk on "A
Reporter's Side of a Newspaper and Some of His Experiences",
for the lens' Club of the church. I had a very pleasant visit,
and think my talk was appreciated? 1 was greatly pleased with
the club which is composed of quite a nunber of gray haired
men. I was invited to return in June for another taijk.

I begin to thirk from your letters that Fou are
better posted on the past affairswof the Falls and viecinity
than I am, I enjoy your references, 1 was talking with James
Dobson yesterday, while returning from down town in a trolley
car, He padi he reads my anclent article in the Chronicle
and thinks I must be living in the past. I suppose you saw
in the Forecast the account where the Dobsons are going to
erect a $250,000 mill at thzs Falls, Br. Dobson said yesterday
that it was merely in contemplation and would likely be
carried out. It will be the concentrating of their numerous
plante into one as an act of economoy, and convenience. It
¥ill, however, I think beiag an increzse of other business
to the Falls by increasing the population, The firm now
has plante in Manayunk, Germantown, and Kensington.

I an glad to learn that Dr. Seashodes sent you
a letter on your birthday., Harry Binkin read your reply at
the close of the services on Sunday morning and it was greatly
appreciated. A young woman, named ary Singer, a grand niece
of Edwin, was before the chuwch last evening, =nd will be

baptized Sunday evenijgg. The weekday meeting is growing stronger

and @ marked increased is seen in the Sunday congregations.
I Jave never known a pastor who is more popular in the come
munity than Dr. Seasholes, unless it was Dr, Stidham. Every
one has & good word to say of him, and of his earnestness.
I hope your next letter may contain good news concerning
your chest trouble. Take the best care of yourself. Ho ing
the news may be good, I am,

Sincerely yours,

H. R. Shronk,

April 7th 1914,
Dear James,

This will more of & note of inquiry than a
letter., Have felt a great deal of concern about YoM since
receiving your last letter, in which you told me of the
pain in your chest having returned, and of the doctor's
dope making you drowsy, so much that you fell asleep while
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smoking a cigar, which burned a hole in your trousers.:Hy
not having a line from you eince, I am forced to fear that
we too often look upon the worse side of things when our
deepest interests are swakened? Kindly let me know just
how you are feeling, so as to relieve the suspense. Nothing
could give me greater satisfaction than to learn that my
fears are unfounded, and that you are all right,

Ir. Seasholes gave the right hand of fellodwship
to twelve new members on Sunday morning, At the communion
nearly all of the centre pews were occupied, and most of them
filled, Others will be baptized on Bunday evening, among then
is a niece of Dr. Jacob Garrett Walker, a lirs, Dodge, and her
son. Hoping for 2 line of good news, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. BHRONK,

April 8th 1914,
Dear James,

It woulc becno,zzsy task for me to describe the
pleasure I received from your letter, and hope the pain
may never return to your chest, and that the weakness may
disappear, I had not noticed the sale of the Devon Inn, I
do not read very much on account of my bladder trouble having
affected my eyes. I am glad the pRoperty has been disposed
of, as it will ,relieve you and wéur Cousin Ellen, much of
the worriment you have experienced, I have never seen the
place since long before your Cousin lNary took possession
of it, and displayed her great executive ability in managing
the large resort. It has been so long since I last saw your
Cousin Ellen, that I do not think I would known her should
I meet her., This old world moves along , bringing constant
changes, and what is worse from a physical sense, keeps
making us mortals grow older, I am writing this at 5.10 P, .M
and the room became so dark, owing to a shower, that I had
to light the gas. The showser brought the firet thunder snd
lightning of the season. In a former letter you mentioned
Abraham Wartin, the old Sunday School advocate, and of his
coming to ow Slnday School (From Roxborough: For whom
Martin street is named) One of the earliest pleasures I ecan
remember was his giving magie lantern exhibitions. He always
showed a picture of a little curly-headed boy kneeling upon
a pillow, as "Little Samuel", and would hold the picture on
the screen while the audience sang, "When Little Samuel
Woke and Heard His laster's Voice". I never sayw the picture
but what I thought of Little Samuel Abbot, Dr., Jacob Garrett
Walker had a little pocket Bible, which lir, Martin gave him
in the old Union Sunday School, in the 0ld Academy. One day
when a boy, ®kid® with your Harry, snd Charles Lesh, I went
gunning alomg School Lane, On Mr. Martin's lawn (when he
then resided on that thorofare) the trees were well coverad
with robins., I eclimbed the fence and was just about to shoot
when Mr, Martin, the dear old man, raised a window, and called
"Come here young man, I have something impertant fHoutell
you". I walked to the open window, where he read to me an
article out of the Ledger about shooting insect-eating
birds, and the fine that would be imposed. I listened
patiently till he had condluded tie reading and the long
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lecture which followed, He ended the talk in asking me if
I knew who he was, and seemdd glad when I told him he was
Father Martin, the great Sunday School advocate, We shot no
birds that day. I used to be fond of shooting birds until
after I read the handsome book, "Birds", you gave me one
Christmas, When I next vent gunning and while taking sight
to fire on three fine flickers, I thought of the book and
what 1t said about a bird's helplessness, with the result
that I lowered the gun and never shot another bird.

I received a letter from Adam Eettinger on
llonday. He 1s vieiting his son, John, in Sanford, Florida,
He told me of the summer-like weather, they are havingy What
a mild and pleasant winter he had had, and of his picking
strawberries,

I Think, too, thatbthe church was very fortu-
nate in getting such a man as Dr. Seasholes to succeed Dr.
Stidham, It was an old-time sight 6n Sunday morning toc see
twelve persons standing ina row to receive the hand of
fellowship, Others are to be baptized Sunday evening and I
expect others will come before the deacons this evening.

I had a talk on the telephone on londay night,
with my sister Margaret, vho lidves in Germantown. She told
me of the death last week, of our cousin, Amanda VWhitaker,a
daughter of Uncle Williem Shronk, She livsd om Scott's lane,
above the Railroad, I knew she was sick with dropsy, but was
not aware of her daath till after her funeral, We S8hronks
do not put much stress on relatives., Why, I do not know.
Perhaps it is from the way we were brought up. Hoping this
will find you much improved physically, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R, SHRONK.

April 13th 1914.

Dear James,

I have been wondering again as to how you are
getting along with your chest and the dope, 20 I copecluded
to have a little paper chat with you this cold April afternoon.

When one is glad to walk on the sunny side of
the street, Yesterday I wore a light overcoat and thought
I was done with a heavy one for the season, but was glad to
get it on again today. I sent a letter to Jacob last night,
your niece, Yellie, having told me of his not being well, Dr.
Seasholes preached a splendid Baster sermon yesterday morning
on "A Selentific View of the Resurrection", from the text
Matthew AxR& 20-28, "And Thomas answered !y Lord and My God",
and treated Thomas as an investigator or scientist, and not
as a doubter, In the evening hz baptized seven more converts,
then went home and to bed, suffering from another attack of
the grippe. He looked bad and was scarcely able to preacn
but herpically went through the day's services., I ealled him
up on the telephone this morning. His dauznter, larggret
answered and told me he was in bed, but feeling better and
that he expects to go to Seranton iommorow to hear Billy
Sunday preach, I hope he will not venture out if he is not
able., I was very sorry to learn of the sudden death of your
cousin James lI. Pennypacker, whom I always regarded as a very
fine man. On my way back from Manayunk this afternocon I met
Charles L. Dykes, who informed me that he had three funerals
this afterncon. The first was that of Bright Pinyard, aged
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70 «years, but I think more. He was the oldest man of George
and Mary Shaffer Pinyard, and worked most pf his life at the
Laboratory, He servsd through the Civil War, While he was
in the army I used to go to his father's home frequently to
write letters to him. His father would say, "Just you go on
and write. You know better what I want to say, than I could
tell you®. Dykes also told me that he has had 56 funerals
gince the beginning of the year. He seems to be getting a
full share and ought to be making money., I had a letter
this morning from Joseph R, Gleason, a formsr policeman,
and a membex of Dr, Conwell's church, who is now farming in
South Dakota, He tells me that the sprigg is very bakkEward
there and that he only started plowing last week, The temper-
ature there is, according to his writing, about the same as
in Phil:delphia, He had to drive 20 miles to hand in the
glection returns to the county officials, after a recent
eection,

I expect to c¢all on a lady friend tomorrow, to
congratulate her on her 106th birthday annivergary, lrs,
Ann Tlizabeth Jlagill, of 30569 lNorth 1l6th street, She is a
member of the 50th Baptist Church, and is likely the oldest
Baptist in the world. I callzsd on her a month ago, and found
her in good health and sound mind, but she said she feels
herself growing weaker and her sight 18 failing.

Hoping this will find you much improved in
health, I am

Sincersly yours,

April 19th 1914.

Dear James,

I was gldd to learn in the letter that came to me
yYesterday morning of your having no pain in your chest, and
hope it may never return again. I had a letter from Jacob
on Friday, in which he told me of his allment and asked me
to say nothing about it to any of his friends, I feel very
sorry for him, his loss of vision is not enough of an
affliction, and the knowledge of the other ailment, will not
tend to his happiness, He did not mention the ailment but
said it was what caused Will's death. I agree with you re-
garding the stupidity of the physician, and of the kind of
men doctors aere made from. It seems to me as tlhiough we are
losing the old time Doctors, whno were men that commanded the
r=gpect and confidence of everyone. I have seen so many
young physiclans in the hopsitals, I visit, who seem to be
fitted for anything beside the profession they have chosen.

I have also lost confidence in the hospitals, which in my
estimation ought to be called corpse factories, for in then
human life does not seem to be appreciated. Think of Dr.

J. K, Uhler , or Dr. L. M, Service allowing a patient to

have tuberculosis without their knowledge of itl I hope that
in Jacob's case the ravages may be stayed. In his letter he
state@dthatl Xkxxxx it is sixty years this month since he came
to the Talls, I was under the impression you came here in 1853,
¥hile not sure of the exact date, I remember very well when
you came to the Palls, and of the family coming to church. I
often think of an incident that occurred in the 0ld Farest
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8chool, Your father came there pne day and requestied Mr,
Mackle not to punish Harry or Jacob, saying that if notified
he would chastise them at home. A few days later Dr. Philip
Peltz camelto the school and made a similar reguest concern-
igg his sons, Josiah and Dallas, That night I told ny father
of their visits and reguests, He said, "I suppose you waould
like me to Zo see your teacher®. I told him I would. And
then he replied, "Well, I will not, but you tell me wihen HXr.
Mackle whips you, and I'11l whip you again"., Of course, I
never told him of the many floggings I received, for I didn't
want them repeated.

Dr. Seasholes went to Scranton lasft Tuesday
with other ministers on the North American's special train, to
hear Billy Sunday, the evangelist. He was suffering fwom grippe
when he left; came home sick on Thursday, and was in bed till
this morning, when he got ready for church and preached a
fine sermon, saying he was feeling fine again, Dr. David
Spencer has just got out of bed from grippe, bordering on
pneunonia., He told me last night on the phone that he intended
preaching thig morning and evening, and that his wife is
laid up with a heavy cold., In the announcements made in church
this morning, was one to the effect that the 1Tlens! Bible Class

8 to hold a "Parcel Post" entertainment on Friday night, and
want everybody to send a package valued at least ten cents,

I met your cousin James M., Pemaypacker, a2 number
of times in your home on Ridge avenue, and took a strong lik-
ing to him, Was he any kin to ex-Governor Samuel VW, Penny=
packer? With Dest wishes I am,

Sincerely yours,
R. R, §HROBK.

April 27th 1914.

Dear James,
We are having a spring-like day and it makes

one feel well to get out in the sunshine., Everything here
ag you might sunpose, is llexico and the crisis which faces
us as a nation. I am in hopes that the mediation spoken of
in the papers may lead to a settlement of the trouble and
that no more good American lives shall be sacrificed for
thet greasy horde of llexicans,

I was amused tine other day, over a statement
in one of the papers, of an Italian paper comparing Woode
row Wilson with Abra ham Lincoln. They might as well
stand "Uouthful" Bryan up beside William 1. Everts. 1
sometimes wish the Ametican people had elected Rooseveltl
instead of Wilson., I believe he would have made short work
with the exican ftrouble., But then, the Mexicans know with
whom they are dealing. (I wonder what our dear old Republican
advoeate would think of these piping days of 1932, with
Hoover in the chair?)Ae¢e

Dr. Seasholes in a prelude to his sermon on "Judas
Iscariot®, yesterday morning paid a2 warm tribute toc the
American flag, a synopsis of which I h:ad printed in this
rnorning's Record, the North Ameriecan and the Inqguirer. I gave
a cony to the Press (Phil=delphia), but do not know whether
they used it or not, as I have not secen that paper, The Ledger
wag too crowded with other matter to use it, I enclosge the
clipping from the Record, for your perusal.

I went over to the Parcel Post enter tairnment on



88,
on Friday evening, given by the liens! Bible Class,

¢ boiﬂ; forty members, TP* affair was a very pleasing
by parcel
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in the First Church, Germantown, on Thursday evening, where

they are celebrating taeir 52nd anniversary.
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now be war that country, he said, would become part of the
American Republic, He gave me a synopsis of the sermon, but
I was unable to get muech of it in the daily papers. It will
likely appear b;éﬂfly in this week's Chronicle. It is ten
years today since my wife was taken from me, and naturally
I am living over again the sad events of that day. People
say that time hedls all wounds, That may be true, but the
gcars remain Ten years of lbneliness has not taken away the
poignancy of my less, Thia, however, is one of the penalties
of life, and must he endured, Hoping you are feeling better
and that you may enjoy a long sezson of peace and {reedom
form pains, I an,

Sincerely yours,

Yay 7th 1914.

Dear James,

I wrote an obituary today of Charles Maxwell
Peterson, who died at his home, 3384 Worth 22nd estreet, this
morning but a short didtance from my home, He was in his 83rd
yveare and had been chief accoun8ant for Peter Wright‘& Son,
shippers, and later for the Intermational Navigation Company.
He lost his sight ten years ago and was forced to retire. His
death: was due to locomota ataxia., Thinking you may have known
him, I concluded to let you know of his death, Klthough
living within so close a distance I had no acquaintance with
him, Bis drughter and son frequently led him in his walks.
He was for more than 50 years a vestryman in Trinity Epis-
cepal Church, Southwark, and a warden for 38 years, Two sons,
a daughter, and a grandson survive, He will be buried on
Monday afternocon on West Laurel Hill Cemetery,

I learb=d something last night at prayer meeting
wnich greatly pleascd me, I told yogp of the liems'! Bible Class
that Dri Seasholes has organized; well they have adopted &
name and will henceforth be known as the "James 8, Swartz
Bible ClagsV. And seem proud of the name, '

Dr. Seasholes wasg given a two months! wvacation
at the business meeting., He goes to the Pacifie Coast, and
will be absent during June and July. He will fill the pulpit
during June, That I presume is why he wished to have the 76th
anniversary celebration held May 24th instead of on the anni-
versary, June 7th, Whide writing this tonight, I will not
post 1t till morning, as I find I have run out of postage
stamps., Like the foollsh virgins lacking oil, it is foo late
to go out to dbuy. Hoping you are in good hezalth and happy
over the honor of having the class named for you, I an,
S8incerely yours,

R. R. SHRORNK,

May 1llth 1914,

Dear James,

Of the two photographa, that of the o0il painting,
or your natural self, I have no hesitation in choesing the
latter, mMuch as I would like to see what the painting looks
like, T am very much like youw in this lexican affair, Dr,
Seasholes is too young to know anything personally about the
copperheadism of the Civil War, or he wouldn't keep on
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praising Wilson and Bryan, I do not know what his politics
are, neither do I care, but he will never be able to create
any enthusiasm in me for either of these statesmen(?). I
attended a portrait presentation , last Friday, in a Roxbor-
ough publie school, The building was erected in 1878 and
from the beautdful view from its location was called
Tairview School, a name retained till last year when the
Board of Education chang:=d it to the Toel Cook School. His
family, through his brother-in-law, Henry R, Edumunds, presisdent
of the Board, presented a large photograph to the school. I
presume you knew Joel Cook. In 1864 he and our old friend,
lMichael Arnold, went around electioneering for MeClellan against
Lincoln's re-elsction., They =ach spoke so bitterly about
lincoln, at a wsalls meeting taat awm Winpenny, himself a
Democrat, offered to buy a woman a new apron, c¢f she would
throw egge at Cook and Arnold., Cook afterward became a Republi-
ean, and was elected to Congress, For many years he was
financial editor of the Public Ledger, anc is said to have owned
more than a million doddars when he died.

I often wonder how Murs, Stidham can keep coming te church.
Poor woman, her heart must bleed when she sees another occupy-
ing the pulpit. Dr., Seasholes gracefully szys he is reaping the
harvest of Dr., Stidham's planting, This time he is trying to
get enough to plonece & handsome wreath on Dr, Stidham's tonmb,
on Nemorial Dpay, Mrs, Wieand told me yesterday morning that
Fthel Stidham Ritter is in the Cerman lospital (Lankenau) sldwly
recovering from child-birth, She gave birth to a little girl
last Tuesday morning, but it died before the day was over. They
are all heartbpoken over its death. Do you remember when DT,
and rs, Stidham lost a baby while they were at the Falls in
his firet pastorate., At hie request I went to the city abd asked
Dr, Henson to come out and conduct the funeral service, These
were held in the church and Dr, Henson began his touching and
comforting address by saying " Only A Baby". Dr. Stidham told
me afterward that he had never listened toc such a splendid and
comforting address. Both great lights are now in Heaven, reaping
the reward of their work on earth, I wislhi I could find it con-
venient to be present on the 24th, when the chiurch will cele=
brate ite 76th anniversary. It will be confined to the one
day. Anianniversary offering will be made towards paying the
$6000 borrowed last year to improve the church and parsonage.
Hoping you are in good health, I am

S8incerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK,

-

May 18th 1914,

Dear James,

Ir, SBeasholes asked me yesterday morning if I thought
it possible to get you to e present next Sunday evening, to make
an address at the 76th anniversary service, I told him I
would write and ask you to comply. He stated from the pulpit
that I would read the historicsl sketech in the morning and
that you would probably speak in the evening, so you see it
is up to you, to make his announcement come true. It was
decided to confine the celebration this year, to one day, as
it has been found out that too little interest in shown in
prolonged celebrations. This was particularly shown at the
52nd arniversary of the Pirst Baptist Church of Germantown.

Dr, Seasholes spoke there one night, when very few were presemt,

-
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and yet they have a large congregation, I g0 over to that
church on the night of Yay 28th, to give & chalk Talk on
Light, to the Yens' Club, I gave a talk there in March, on
"The Reporter's End of a Newspaper", which seems ic have been
appreciated,
I thought of you, and your remarks on the present

Democratic administration, l9st Friday, while getting John
A. Kingler, a chestnut street jeweler, to regulate my watch.

asked him if the tariff law has affected his business."It
has practically killed it", was his reply. He is a veteran of
the Civil War, and a strong Republ¥kean, and went on to tell
how the present administration is erippling business. He
declares that Vilson considers every business man a rogue,
What may happen before the aduninistration is forced to get
out on the 4th of March 1917, would be hard to imagine., The
papers are daily telling of large commergial or manufacturing
concerns, and railraods, laying off workmen by the théusands
(We wonder what Poor old Bob would think of business conditions
in these days of The Great Depreesion, 13 years after the
Republicans regsined control of the country from the Demoerats?)
and yet the Demoeratic papers print cartoons amd lying
statements about the country being prosperous. We are,
think, getting back to the "good times" of Cleveland's
administration, when the working man's dinnsr pail was used
as a soup kettle to carry soup from dispensaries to fzed
hungry children. { Dh, Ye 1932 welfare Workers) And BState
appropriztions for umemplsyed and starving families) When the
mills run only on orders (1932 also, with the orders fe® and
far between) no one is certain of continu=d employment and
that seems to be the case with the mills at present. I hope yuou
may find it convenient to come over to both services on Sunday,
for I know your pr-sence would be appreciated. Hoping you are
in good health, as this leaves me, I an

Sincerely yours,
R. R.SHRONK.

llay 22nd 1914,
Deaxr James,

While I hope to see you on Sunday, I thought I would
write this acknowledgement of your letter of the 19th. I was
greatly pleased in your saying you expected to attend the
anniversary. The proposed address is just what tlhe people
will be interested in, and I know it will be more appreciated
than my dry historiezl facts. I, too, have he=rd some of
tliose great orators you mention. Yothing gave me more pleasure
than going to the Academy of Music to listen to Phillips,
Gough, and others lecture, or to hear Mrs., Scott Siddons,
famuel and James Turdoch, recite., I have often winked I had
the ability fto express myself as they expressed themselves.
I have long ago given up caring for ceritiéism, espscially
fault-findigig eriticism, The dear little church has been
pretty vell advertised regarding the anniversary. I wrote an
article for the Cormonwealth, which is published in full, I
expect & notice s the Chronicle and have sent nptice to the
Ledger, Record, and North American, While eating supper on
Tuesday evening, the Torecas* telsphomned to know if I could
get them up & notice that night for this week's paper. Of
course I complied, and you will find the article which
thuu%h written so hurriedly is "not eo bad in my situation.
I told those present on Vednesday evening that you expected

to attend the cleberation, so & pleasnt reception awaits
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you, Iy reporting work keeps me from attending Sunday
evering services, but if possible I hope toc arrange so as
to hear your address. With the other deacons I signed a
good number of certificates on Vednesday evening, These will
be given to recent converts on Sunday evebing, by Dr. Seaw
sholes. 7y date for talking to the IYens!' Club, of the First
Baptist Church, Germantown, is Tuesday evening, the 2¢th, and
not Thursday , as I stated in my last letter. President
Whi tehead, who ig 2 house sergeant in the '"anayunk police
station, put me right on Yonday,

Hdping this will find you in good health, and that we may

gee each other on Sunday , I am

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONKE

May 2B6th 1914,
Dear James,

You may think it superfluous in ny writing to
you today, after seeing you last evening, but I want to
express the great pleasure your address gave me. We gzet
back into the past a great ddal as our years increase, and
I have often wondered whether we do not pay a little too
paghsattention to what is behind us. Those somewhat ancient
programmes, you read, awakened in me many precious and
sacred resolutions. In fact most that you said touched
tender chords in my breast, I do not remember any address
I have ever listened to that was more interesting and when
you ceased speaking I felt sorry you had not continued.

As I told you, it was 7.40 o'clock when D left the
Record office, and just 40 minutes later I entered the
church and was agreeably surprised in seeing such a,large
congregation, On Wednesday evening I urged those present
to come to the Sunday evening service, even if they might
have to miss the morning service, and told them I would
prefer having a small audience te listen to me, but wanted
a good one to greet you. The size exceeded my fondest
wish, I Xnow of no one for whom the dear old church has
a greater love than for James 8, Swartz, who in my estim-
ation deserves it all. In myrhistorical sketehh I made no
mention of Joseph Johnson, and others who have passed since
our last celebration. I thought to wait until some other
occasion, when their names , added to the long list of
others 1 have, might be read at a memorial service. It might
be agreeable to Dr. Seasholes to have tie roll call of
the departed ones in connection with his “"John Brown" ser=
viece, Sunday morning.

I hated to leave you so abruptly last night, but I had
a good d-al of work ahead. I got through, however, at
midnight, and felt on retiring like repeating what so
many said to me in the churbh, "Hasn't this been a grand
day?® . It did me good in seeing the people clustering
about you. It was a little of the old time sociability,
for which the church was for so long noted, Come again,
and as often as you can, so as to enjoy the good fellowship
and help all to feel good.

Hoping you got back to New York safely and that you
may experience no physical trouble from the trip and your
reception, I am,

S8incerely yours,
R.R. SHRONK,
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llay 27th 1934.

r James,
’f I had the pleasure of reading your letter of
\wyes terday at the breakfast table this morning, and I felt
glad you had appreciated the Sunday service. The (0ld
Academy Building was erected in 1819, by volunteer sub-
,ag{iptions of cash and labor, upon a plot of ted ,
by ‘Thomas Smith,(E Drother, I tIMNX, of Richard Penn Smith./ (
1 have never seen the land grant, but once, and that was
at the second quarterly meeting I attended in 1872, as
a member of the Board of Trustees. I had been elected Dby
the Board that year to take the place of Joseph E, Sorber,
who died of smallpox. At the first meeting, the members
were very much concerned about getting funds to repair the
building, to pave Queen lane, and to pay for water pipe.
The treasury was almost empty. and the only income was
donations the different societies using the building sew
fit to make.o«Jerome Andrews and his family occupied the
lower part as a dwelling and he had ceased paying rent,
After listenting to the lamentations, I asked to see the
land grant, and charter, to find whether any provision
was made in either regarding the securing of funds to
maintain the building. All allowed that neither instrument
contained any such proviso, I insisted in seeipg: the
ins truments, and Dr. Evans, sedretary, was requested to
bring them to the next meeting. It was then learned that
the trustees were authorized to collect rentals not exceeding
8o many pounds, shillings and pence, I do not remember the
amount, I then effersd-a motion that a committee be
appointed to notify Andrews to either pay rent , or vacate
the premises, and to place a given sum for each socisty
to pay as rent. The result as that money began coming in
and the long leaking roof was replaced with a new one; the
street paving and water pipes were paid for. Dr. Evans went
abread, and I was chosen to set as secretary pro tem., Upon
my removing to Manayunk, in 1878, I forfepted the right of
being a trustee. In the land grant there is a clause to
the effect that should the trustees fail to hold thedr
annual meeting on the first llonday in January, the property
was to revert to the Smith Estate. Horace lI. Smith watched
the Tirst liondays in January closer than a cat could watch
a mouse. He, howewer, never found the day to-.pass without
a meeting, I have known lir, Abbot, John HIi Green , Dr.
Evans, and Harmon Johnson to leave our oild time Hew Year's
Day Sunday School festival when the day happened on a
lionday, to go up to the Academy to hold the important
meeting. Horace Smith at one time had the matter taken to
Court,., My father was a witness for the Trustees, After
his testimony was heard, the case was decided against
Smith, I never knew the particulars of this case, but heard
my father speak about it and say what he thought of Horace.
I do not know the date in which the 0ld Academy was finiched
or first occupied. I suppose the records will show _
I was not aware of my showing any difficulty in reading
my historical sketech on Sunday. The writing was larger
tiilen I usually write, but the light was paor. My sight has
been what the occulist calls one-third vision, for guite
a while, and is, owing, he says, to my bladder trouble. At
times the vision is better than at others, and as my other
trouble is gradually leaving me, I am in hopes the vision
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will improve. You might have noticed my squinting at what
you ealled my handiwork on the back of one of the old
programmes you had on Sunday night. I could just about
make it out. I have read very little for more than two
years, and use a magnifying class when I want to read and bt
particular, So long as the vision doesn't get worse I
will not worry.

I went up b Germanton last evening to the liens' Club
of the Pirst Baptist Church, and gave a chalk talk on
"Light: Physical, Intell=ctual and Spiritual." Owing to
numerous other attractions the audience was not large. There
were present a nusber of aged ministers frem the Nugent
Home, They all congratiilated me after my talk and were
parttcularly interested in what I had to say about the
0ld time tallow candles and how they were moulded at the
homes of the people who killed their own cattle. One of
then told me of the pleasure he had as a boy in helping
his kother boil the tallow in a large pot, and see her
pour the melted tallow into the mould.

I hope you have had a codler day in New York than we
have had here today. It has, according to the weather
bureau, been the hott:st 27th of liay here, for 37 years,
The mercury resched 94 degrees. As I am writing the sky
is darkening and there have beén several loud claps of
thunder, and it looks as if we are to have a storm, and I
have just finished watering our little garden and lawn with
a hose. Hoping this will find you in the ve=t of health,

I an,
Sincerely yours,

H. R- Sij:H{.

P.S. The rain has commenced to fall, with hail stones,
and wind accompaniment,

Se

June 2nd 1914,

Deax James,

Having a little leisure this evening I concluded
to indulge in a paper talk with you, Dr. Seasholes left
yesterday afternoon for the Pacific Coast. He has arranged
pulpit supplies for this month. Rev, Orlande T. Steéward, of
the City Mission, formerly of Roxborough, will preach on
Sunday morning and Rev. Charles A, Scars, of the State lission
in the evening. On the other Sundays we will have ministers and
laymen, one of the latter a Presbyterian, I suppose we can
stand it for one month. The church expects teo suuply July.
Edwin Singer had a magnificent wrezth placed by Dr, Stidham's
tomb on Memorial Day. My Daughter went up to the cemetery to
her mother's grave, and greatly admired the wreath., She saw
Mrs, Stidham there but had no chance to speak to her, Singer
told me on Sunday that lirs, Stidham greatly appreciates the
remembrance. A year ago today, Dr. Stidham was nearing his
end. He passed away , as you remember, on the 9th, On next
liednesday evening Singer proposes that we hold a memorial
gervice, and have the hymnes sung which were sung at the
tombstone dedication., I do not know yet, what the rest of the
programme may be but think it will be a church family affair,
without outside aid, I suppose I will have the honor of conducting
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the service as Singer, although senior deacon, generally gets
me to do it. How did you like my report on the anniversary
in the Chronicle and Forecast? The Foecast editor phoned me
on Tuesday to write him an account of the celebration. This
week I wrote him a report of Dr. Seasholes' Sunday morning
sermon on "John Brown". It will not give the sermon, or
preacher justice, for cold type coculd no do either justice. I
appended some of my own recollections of the night after John
Brown was hung, of the exhibition given that night by Professor
Yarnall, in the 0ld Academy. Perhaps you were present and
witnessed Judge Arnold, Titus Faywood, and Villiam BSerry,
being executed as Brown and his two companions? I have seen
Judge Arnold look stern on the bench, but I'll never forget
the appearance of his face that night. lirs, Wieand , on
Sunday, expressed her regrets, to me, on her not having been
able to hear your addrees. From what Lrs, Seasholes told her
about it, she thinks you must have exceeded pourself, Living
alone, ag they do, and Elizabeth not being in good health, they
very seldom leave the house at night. I do not know exactly
how many years BElizzbeth has seen, but I think she was 83 in
llay. Hoping you are in good health, and wishing you could be
at the l'emorial eservice, on June 10th, I an,

Sincerely yours,

R L] R L] SI{E)LOEIK -

June 8th 1914,
Dear James,

Jacob G. Walker used to quote Sydney Smith's saying;
in this kind of weather, "It would be a good thing if one could
cast off his flesh and sit around in his bones", Clothing of
any kind today is burdensome, and I almost wish we could have
a little of the blizzard that has blown off the Ilew Brunswick
coagt, withdbut any of the attending damage. The public thermo-
meter in the city regched 93 degrees at 3 this afternoon,
according to the evening papers. Just now it looks as if we
were going to have a shower, Which may wash the air of humidity.
I had an hour's chat with Jacob, on Saturday afternoon, at
Hallie's house (on Ainslie street, Fast Falls)., Helen told me
on VWednesday evening that .ie would be at their home on
Baturday. I went up on the 2.24 train from 22nd street. He
Bappened to be on the train, but I did not know it til1l I got
to the house, sometime before he arrived, He looks much better
than T expected, after he had told me , in a letter of his
ailment, and I was hear$ily glad to learn that he is feeling
as well as he looks. I feet sorry for his being unable to see
and wonder why science has not discovered a way of curing
blindness., It must be a terrihle affTiction.

Rev. Orlando Steward, secretary of the City Missions, pre-
ached to us yesterday morning; received two new members into
the church; and administered communion. His sermon , of course,
wag in the interest of the city mission, and yet it was very
interesting and instructive, and eloquently delivered. It
was based on the text: "II Kings, 7 -9": " We do not well;
this day is a day of good tidings and we hold our peace"., After
a vivid description of the seige of Samaria, and the dispemsing
of the Syriane, and how the people were starving for bread, he
graphically told of the lepers who had found the empty camp.
The Samardtans were dying for bread. He applied the text to
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the foreign element in this city, who are perishing for the
bread of life, There are three reasons why they should be
fed. For our own sakes, so ag to have them become good citi-
zens; for their own selves ; and for Jesus' sake, As he spoke
without notes I presume he has preached the same sermon before.
Whe ther he has or not, it is one worth repeating, I remember
once hearing Dr. J. Vheaton Smith preach a sermon on "The
Vast Undone", one morning in our church, and on the following
Sunday nighr he preached the same sermon in the Temple church.
I have a synopeie of it somewhere, which I made at the time
for The Weekly Guide, I was then editigg. I would go a good
way to hear a preacher with Dr, Smith's ability. I know of
Bone who could equal him. His sermons, to my mind, were much
like Wendell Philips! lectures. liagnificent arguments clothed
in conversation-like talks,

After the church has paid back the $600 borrowed last
Fall, I shall endaeavor to get the people interested in having
a splre placed on the steeple, The present arrangement is an
eyesore, and reminds me , everytime I look at it, of a man
whose leg has been cut off at the knee, A smaller spire than
the one removed, would make the building harmonize and oughtt
not to cost very much., Hoping you are well, as this leaves
me, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R.SHROTK.

P.B+ Deacon John Field, Jr., will lead the I’emor ial Service
on “ednesday evening. William H, Ball, chief of the Bureau of
City Property, will be the speaker Sunday morning. He comes
as the guest of the James §. Swartz Bible (lass.

Q

LR

June 1llth 1914.

Dear James,

Your interesting letter of the 9th came to hand
this morning, Three things mentioned in it made me feel sad.
The eritical condition of your Cousin Ella, whom I have not
seen for many years; your hand being worse than usual; and
your having to borrow money to pay your rent. I have had some
experience in the latter, but not of late years., I, too, have
to pay a month's rent in advence, but have a good landlady,
litsg G. A, Snyder, for many years & companion of lirs, Sarah
E. Richards, from whom I think she inherited the house, I
moved indo the house in September 1904, and since October lst
that year, have paid lliss Snyder each month in advance. The
part of September I paid to the tenant, who was an anxious to
get out as I was to get :i.n‘g The house I had been living in and
for which I had paid over §$6000 in rent, was sold for $4500 and
I had to move. I presume you will take your oil painting to
Lewlsburg and see that it i$ properly hung, The amount borrowed
last October for church repairs was {600, and I believe the loan
was for a year, Just what amount has been raised towards re-
paying the loan, I do not know, Lagt night was our monthly
business meeting, but a quorum not being present, the meeting
went over till July. We had but & slim attendance to the lMemorial
ger¥ice. I do not think more than 20 were present, One of the
Morreheads, a young man of the church, was married yesterday
afternoon tn Lower:Dublin Church, near Collegeville, and many of
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the young folks attended the wedding, coming back too tired
to attend service, but fresh enough to go to the Carnival
being held by the Young lMens! Improvement Association, in
Dobson's loijlor to the city to see the Redmen's Parade, I
think they should be treated to an old-fashioned Baptist
Gospel sermon on "Self Denial", so as to make attending church
services a duty, instead of a convenience,

While talking with Edwin Singer, prior to the service last
evening, Adam l"ettinger walked up the steps on his way to
the Wethodist Church. He told me he had been up to Spring
City during the day to attend the funeral of Fred Seltzer,
his brother-in-law, I do not know when ¥Fred died, or what
was the cause of his death. I believe he came to the Falls to
work for your father. At the emorial ser#ice, the hymns sung
at the dedication of the Dr. Stidham's tomb s lone were used.
Brief addresses were made by John Field, Jr., who presided;
John Wyatt, Edwin Singer, and I. Singer received a letter from
Mrs. Stidham and her children, thanking the church for decora-
ting Dr. Stidham's garve on -~emorial Day. The letter will Dbe
rczad on Sunday. I tried to get Dr. Gordon to be present at the
l'emorial service, but he is the stztes supply at Blockley
Church. Vhen I saw the slim attendance, I felt glad he was not
present. He wants me to go over to Blockley Church, some Sun-
day morning and talk on the redation of that church with ours.
learly all of the Gonstituent members of our chureh came from
Blockley. I may go over on June 2lst, With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

R, R, SHRONKL

June 22nd 1914.

Dear James,

I have been thinking a great deal about you, since
I saw you under such sorrowful circumstances on Saturday, In a
way I felt as though I was intnuding upop your sorrow, in
attending the obsequies of your departed and beloved cousin.
L have long known how closely you were attached to she and her
sister, and wish I could find words of comfort for you in
your bereavement. In cireumstances like the present, the
choicest worde are but empty sounds. I saw the little notice
of Ellen's death bn the Bulletin on Fridasy evening, while I
was at supper., Jacob call-d me over the telephone and asked
if I could conveniently accompany him teo the funeral services
in the morning. Realizing his affliction and wishing to serve
him, I felt glad that I could oblige him, and I feel that he
appreclated the little service. lie would not permit me to
go back to the Falls with him, saying that hie niece and cousin
could easily help him from the trolley cars to where he is
s topping.

This world, it seems to me, is constantly showing us pil-
grims the penalty of living. One after another of those we
have }earned to love, fall by the wayside, while we, sorrow
laden, press on towards the allotted bounds past which we
cannot go, While we are aware of this stern fact, we go on
day after day, Jjust as though it were not true, giving
emphasis to lloore in his "Night Thoughts" "man thinks all men
mortal but himself®. Of all the friends I have recently lost,
I miss none so much as Dr, Stidham, whose companionship I so

long and so frequently enjoyed. We had a young man, named Scull,
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tpy preach yesterday morning. He, I believe, is a member

of the liarket fquare Presbyterian Church, Germantown, He

stood on the lower platform, and said we might call the

subject of his talk, "What the Seeker Finds", and then went

on in a quiet conversational way, very much like Deacon

Abbot, to explain the meaning of numerocus passage bearing
upon seeking and finding, until he had formed one of the

greatest string of pearls I have ever listened to. IT,

feasholee spbke yesterday atiStanford University, in Palo
Alto, California, and lirs, Seaslioles told me he is in the
best of health, and having a glorious time, I was surprised

on Saturday, in meeting your cousin llary Simmons, who I

had

not seen, she said, since 1867, What surprised me was her

appearance which has changed so little during all these
years, I feel deeply for Jacob, but he bears his afflic
philosophically.

tion

Hoping this will find you in good health and that it
may be a long, long while before youare again called upon

to lay aside any of your loved ones, I an,
Sincenely Yours,

R. R. SHRONK,

June 25th 1914.

Dear James,

Your letter of the 23rd reac?i% me yesterday
é

morning before my breakfast timeos I felt

er reading it

that I hd attended your cousin's funeral. As I read the

letter I thought of your life as I have known it, from

the

time of your father's terrible death. One day, years after

that sad event, while painting in John Binkin's house,
0old James (Stanton) street, lMother Binkin spuke of your
father's death, and said, "Robert, I think James Swart:z

on

is

one of the beat young men that ever lived, I heard him tell
his mother the night his father was killed, that he would

take care of her., I thought it was merely a boy's promi

but now I know he meant all he said®", I have often thought Bow
true were her remaris, Few mothers Lave ever been cared for as
well =8 yours. Added to the home obligations you assumed were

those in caring for your orphaned cousins, Much of the

self-imposed work has been accomplished and well p=rformed,

for which you have earned the esteem 8fi all who know of your

doing, and the approbation of Him who spoke and taught as

never man spake and tausht ., lMay the fullness of ycur reward

not be entirely reserved until you have jdined your loved

ones Beyond the river, where the surges cease to roll.

I have always felt that presenting flowers to the living

is better than giving bouquets to the dead and I feel proud
of your friendship. Your advice to ne, when, as an ignorant
youtkh I came into the church, h=zs helped me to be what I am

intellectual and spirituval, while your example has been
help to me and others.

The day following your father's death I walked "to town"
ae then ca led it, with my father, amd as we turned from Ridge

a

avenue into Tinth street, we met Nicholas H. lfaguire, with

whom 1y father had long been intimate. Father told him
your father's death and he at once askeé"Was he James'

of

father?"
On being told that he was, liaguire said, "Dan, I have taught a

L ]
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great many voys since you first knew me, but in all my experience
I have never met a brighter or better boy than James Swartz'.

I do not remember ever telling yoy this before. If I have
it is worth repeating., The last time I saw Professor Maguire was
in the llorace Binney Public School, of which he was superintendent.
1 went there to convey to him and his pupils the thanks of a
poor woman in Manayunk, whose husband had been killed in Seville
Schofield's mill, Maguire read my account of the aceident iIn
the fedger to his pupils. They contridbuted their spending money,
gsome 515, I think, for the poor woman, The money was sent to the
Tedger and I was aBked to take it to the woman, I had no
acquaintance with laguire, but after I had introduced nyself
and he learnsd I was a son of Daniel Shronk, I felt that I had
been acquainted with him all my life, He made me sit down Dbeside
him and oh, myl dbut how he bombarded me with questions about
the Falls and its people, He said he purposed hiring a carriage
and driving out to see some of the old landmarks, but when I
informed him that most of then had passed out of existence,
he replied, "I am glad you have told me, I will give XXt up that
expected ride, preferring to know the old Falls as I knew is,
rather than see it shorn of moast that would interest me". He
made me promise to call on him again, but I never, like old
Felix, found a "econvenient season®. But, wasn't he one of
God's noblemen?

We had a rather novel service last night, instead of the
weekly prayer meeting, the night was given over the Kingd's
Daughters, who had two women speskers, them ice cream and cake.

I had to leave before the last spealer got through, and missed
my shave of the the refresihments, for which I have ng regrets.

On Sunday morning, by invitation of Dr. Gordion, who is
stated supply of Blockly Church, I expect to go over to that old
chureh from which my mother and gandmother withdrew their
letters to help form our (Falls Baptist) Church. Dr. Gordon wants
me to give a talk on the relationship of $he two churches, and
I expect to talk on "The Tie that Binds", Seven, of not eight, of
the ten persons who constituted our church came from Blockley
Church, Hoping you are in good health, as this leaves me, I am

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK,

June 29th 1914,

Dear James,

I want to tell you of the delightful time I had
yes terday morning, when at Dr, Gordon's request I went over
to Blockley Baptist Church and gave a talk on "The Tie that
Binds". Despite the rain there was a good sized congregation
présent, inclduing a.large nuaber of noble -looking men, Prior
to the service Dr, Gonddon and I walked through the churchyard
in whiich I saw the g®aves of my great grandmother, grandfather,
grandmother, and others of the Roberts family, including
Uncle William, whom you met on his return from California. I
went to give one talk, and gave three before a fine clase in the
Infant Department, one before the Sunday School, and the other
in the church, all of which seemed to be appreciated and enjoyed
by the hearers. In the church Dr. Gordon gave a takk to the
young people on "The Nightingale", after which I was given the
rest of the time. I have never received such a hearty reception
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than the one whibh followed the service, or was never more
highly complimented for anything I have ever spoken, Dr. Gordon
said he was surprised and delighted with what I said and in
the manner in which I spoke and said he would write an account
of it for this week's Commonwealth, On our way back to Tioga,
Dri Gordon asked particularly about you and said he will never
forget the royal manner #n which he was entertained by you last
year, while in llew York City. He told me that lirs. Stidham and
Edna are going to Virginia to wvists lirs. Stidham's sister, and
may spend the summer, fall and winter there.

Rev. Dr, Robert Harkinson, an assistant to:Dr,. Conwall, will
preach for us next Sunday, and administer communion. He 1s an
earnest and interesting speaker, Bverything is ready, I believe,
for the Sunday School's TFourth of July picnic. Do you ramember
the Fourth when you and lMr, Chesshire led the Presbyterian
School to our woods, to share our ice cream? I have not been
to one of the picnics since going on the Ledger in lfarch 1888.

With best wishes I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK,

July 5th 1914,

Dear James,

This is about as quiet a Sunday as I have known
for a long while, It may be on account of the weather, or
perhavns the people were so fatigued frowm yesterday's cele-
bration of the glorious Yourth, I had a pretty busy day
from noon until late in the night, but did most of my work
with the telephone., I didn't have enough patriotism to go
down to Independence Hall in the morning to listen to Presi-
dent Wilson, neither have I had interest enough yet to read
his speech. I see by the headlines in the Ledger's report,
that he advocated the modifying of the Declaration of Inde- ‘
pendence for the benefit of our foreign relations. Some ped-
ple would modify the Bible to please the devil, The Declara=-
tion of Independence was good enough for the great and good |
men who signed it 138 years ago, and was the foundation on |
which the great Lincoln built his spotless character. I am
however, hot at all surprised that the Democratic demagogue
who now occupies , but does not fill, the Presidential chair
would favor anythinge.James Buchanan, or Andfew Johnson in
their weakness or peculiarities never found fault with that
great instrument, why should "'ilson? (Ve wonder how Robert
Roberts Shronk would like the way Herbert Hoover is attempi-
ing to fill that Presidential seat, these days?) There used
to be a large electric sign on the old Girard House, which
vead "Wilson's Whiskey, That's Alll" I sometimes feel kike
writing another sign, "Wilson's Idea, That's Al1ll" In my
opinion the best thing he could do would be to die (that was
real practical Christianity) or go back to school teaching.

Your letter of the first came duly to hand., I sympathize
with vou for the great loss you have sustained in the death
of your two noble cousins. The older one gets, it seems to
me, the harder such blows strike him. It is no easy thing tfo
have the links of love and friendship severed. The wound may

heal in time, but the scar will always remain. I often think
of Tennyson's words, "Oh for the touch of a vanished hand, and
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the sdund of a voice that is still". There are yearnings of
the soul whieh cannot be satisfied, We may be given strength
to bear the loss, but who would want to forget what the de-
parted ones meant in our lives?

The Rev. Robert Harkinson, one of Dr, Conwell's assistants
occupied the Talls Baptist pulpit this morning and preached a
fine sermon on prayer. After which he conducted the cormunion
service. A good sized congregation was presenr, He will also
preach tonight. Dr, Seasliples is swinging around his lecture
circuit on the Pacific coast, and writecs that he is in the
best of health. Dr., Gordon told me during the week that Mrs,
Stidham expected to be at the Falls this morning, so she has
not yet gone to her sisters, The Sunday School pienic passed
off yesterday, very pleasantly, I was told this morning. With
best wishes, I anm,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK.

July 12th 1914.

Dear James,

This is the anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne,
and is certainly hot enough for the "yellow Irish” who will
celebrate the day tomorrow. Those of our city who like to mix
drinks with the celebration will go to Central Park while the
"Drys" will hold their outing #n Voodside Park. Both of them
being outside of my jurisdiction I will not have to report
egither, While I do not agree with their opponentis, the
"green Irish", I would rather go to their outings than to the
"yellows". One in my position gets into a great many different
kinds of company, Altogether they are more enjoyable than
otherwise. There was a very sad occurrence at the Falls last
Thursday evening, whean two little boys, James and Benjamin
Fanning , aged 6 and 9 years, respectively, sons of Ir. and
Mrs. John J. Faming, of 3309 Bowman street, were drovned in
the Queen Lane Reservoir, They were flying a kite from the
top of the embankment, when the string broke, the younger c¢limbed
oger the fetee, slipped and fell into the water. Benjamin jumped
in to save him, losing his own life in the endeavor. Their
funeral service will be held tomorrow morning in St. Bridget's
Church, Do you remember the night of June l14th 1870, when two
young women and a man were drowned in the Schuylkill near the
Reading Railroad bridge? Your (brother) Jacob and I , in a
rowboat, belonging to the late Jacob Stehle went to try and
rescue them, and had a narrow escape from striking the almost
submerged rocks., It required a good deal of self control to
keep our boat from being capsized, when it was swept so
furiously under the bridge by the swift and swirling current.
After being unable to do anything fo¥ the unfortunate party,

I rowed you and Jacob across the river. When I reached my home
that night, I was thankful I had learned to manage a rowboat.

I do not think I would undertake such a performance now, since
44 yoars have been added to my life. I never felt the heat as
oppressive in church ag I did this morning, and I felt sorry
for the young man, Mr. Hall, a student from Crbdzer Theological
Seminary, who filled the pulpit, He preached a good sermon

on "The Touch of Jesus"; was rather modest and unlike most
students I have jeard does not presume to know it all., From his
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voice and manner he reminded me of Hugene Gardiner, whom Free
saddled upon the chureh during his pastorate, and who, I believe,
became a professor in some theological seminary,

r, Seasholes is still on his lecturing tour along the Padifie
coast, and expects tc be back by the first Sunday in August. I
see by the papers you and lir, Patton have taken out letters of
adninistration to your Cousin Ellen's estate. Hoping you are
having a cooler day, and that you are in the best of health,

1 am,
Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK,

July 20th 1914,

Degr James,
™ Your letter of the 17th although postmarked at New
York 9 A,lI, of the 18th, did not reach me until this morning .
e have not mail delivery here after 3 P, M, I have had two
days vacation, the only kind I have ever known , and that is
by being on the sick list, I was taken ill on Triday night
just before retiring, I had had a good deal of walking in the
early evening, in a part of the city where I could not use the
trolley.cars, The weather was very oppressive and close. I got
through with my work about 11 o'clock and then went out to the
front porch for a smoke before retiring., I was there but a little
time when my rupture troubled me, and a very sevsre pain came
from the appendix region. I went to bed, thinking a rest would
do me good, but I slept very little, Saturday morning I took a
strong physic and spent tha day in bed. I spent most of yesterday
the same way, too weak to venture away from the house, Today I
am feeling better, but somewhat shaky, I heard last week of youwr
being at the Falls on lMonday. Edwin Singer told me on Vednesday
evening, He also informed me that Jacob had returned to his home,
in Vashingtony I was sorry to learn of his departure for I had
purposed to ecall on him on Thursday, the only day in the week on
which I could get away a little while from my work. During all the
time he was at the Falls I only saw him three times, the day he
arrived, one Sunday at church, and the day of your cousin's
funeral,
You ought to meet James G. Marree, of whoge 84th birthday
I wrote an account in the Chronicle, He sang for years &n
Beth Eden Baptist Church, and on numerous time 4n other churech
choirs, often walking thrvough all sorts of weather after the
night service to his home in lanayunk, His daughter , lrs, lMamie
llaree Nassau, is a widely known spprano, and until the Pope
barred women singers, she sang in 8t. James Church, VWest Philaw
delphia, Maree spends much of his time with a lot of cronies
in the billiard room of tlie Continental Hotel, watching the
players and is well preserved for his years, He had a motor
yacht which he keeps up at Lafayette, on the Schuylkill, and gets
lots of pleasure cruising up and down the river. He was greatly
pkeased with my argicle and phoned me to get him extra copies of
the paper. I received an invitation Friday, to the lasonic Hume
annual birthday dinner, which will be held this year on July 3lst,
the birthday of the president Past Grand Master George W. Kendrick,
Jrey 1 have attended the dinners for 20 years, and ammthe only

non member of the order ever invited. Heretofore thaY¥ have been
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held on or near General Wagner's birthday, in August, Hoping the
rheunatism and you have parted company, and that you are in
good health, I am, sincerely yours,

R. R, SHROMNK,

July 27th 1914,
Dear James,

I concluded to have a little talk on paper with
you, before commencing my day's work. We are passing through
a pretty hot spell here in old Philadelphia, with the tempera
ature up in the nineties and a high degree of humidity. Qne feels
pretty well done up without much exertion., It may seem womanish
but I do not venture out in the heat withiut an unbrella, Here
is one advantage in having gray hair and whiskers. People
look upon us in that state as being old a=nd excusable. I anm
feeling much better and stronger than when I last wrote and anm
over the effects of the heat stroke. It was very warm in churbh
yesterday morning and the congregation was unusually small. A
student from Crozer Seminary occupisd the pulpit in the morning
and peeached a fairly good sermon on "Contentment®. Announcement
was made that "the James 5, Swartz Bible Class is going to give
a moonlight eXxcursion down the Delaware on Thursday night,
August 6th, Tickets 35 cents". As my work is principally at
night, T do not expect to go on the excursion. Dr. Seasholes
havinz been detained on the Pacific Coast, owing to his having
to take the place of anogther lecturer who was taken 111, he will
not reach home in time for next Sunday, It was arranged last
night to have the Rev. Joseph Schubert, pastor of Wewtown Square
Church preach for us., You will see a littlepuff of Adam lMettinger
in the Chronicle, I shall mail you today. I ddd not see hinm
yesterday and ad his niece and housekeeper, llary Jane Shaffer, was
not at chgrech, I was unable to even enquire about how he was
enjoying his birthday anniversary, I was adMed last Thursday
if T could tell when the Reading Railraod's stone bridge at the
Falls was built. I said I belpéve it was finished in 1854, Am I
right in that date? I have been writing up bridges as special
articles for the Sunday Record, and have written about %he Falls,
Wissahickon and lanayunk bridges. The next and 1=st will be the
Reading Railway's stone bridge with structures preceding it om
the same sit-., This bridge I have always regarded as being the
most graceful shat spans the Sehuylkill and occupies one of
the most beautiful sites to be found along that wonderful and
beautiful valle¥. IIrs, Stidham =and her daughter Edna have gone
for an indefinite gtay, to!her widowed sister, nee Dolly Du%ton,
about 20 miles from Washington, D.C. Hoping this will find
you in good health and fully rid of the rheumatism in your
shoulder, I am,

Sincerely yours,

-

August 2nd 1914,

Dear James,
Your highly interesting letter of July 24--29 came
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to hand on Friday afternoon, You surely have me guessing over
that Seripture puzzle, given you years ago by our dear old
friend Dr, BEvans. If you know the answer, please ssmd it along,
for I do not want to be sent to Norristown. I had a wrong
impression regarding lirs. Stidham's going to live with her
gister., While I have known her so many years, it was not until
last Wednesday night that I learndd she had more than ope
gister. "Dollie" is the wife of a Baptist clergyman and is live
ing somewhere in the South, The other sister is a widow and I
understand is pretty well to do, and lives on the old homestead
about 20 miles from Washington, D.C. I wrote a special article
on the Reading Railway's stone bridge, at the Falls, for the
Record, Owing to the war in Burope (World War) the editor told
@ that he couldn't tell when the article would be printed. When
it .appears I will see that you get a copy.

So you are taking to the movies, I have not yet been afflicted
with the fever. I have seen tham twice, on lfarket street, and
once in Villow Grive Park; once at Atlantic City, and once here
in Tioga, in Temple Baptist Church, That at Atlantic City and
Temple Church were advertised as reproductions of the Passion
Play at Qberammagau. While looking on the pictures at Atlantie
City the landscapes seemed very familiar, but I could not locate
the views. One day, some weeks later, while walking to the Falls
along the Pemnsylvania Railroad, I saw a crowd of men in
Dr., Bvan's Hollow (near Fox stredt and Abbotsford avenue), many
of them garbed in the uniform of Roman spldiers, One, a mag-
nificent specimen of humanity, was dressed in a long white robe
and resembled the pictures of Christ. Climbing down the
embankment I asked one of the men what the gathering meant? He
said, " We are taking pictires of the Passion Play, for Lubin's
moving picture show", and invited men to see them take a
picture of "Christ before Calaphas, the High Priest". On the lot
were a number of theatrical scenes representing the Jewish Temple.
I had a talk with the emun who represented the l’essiah, who said
he had acted the part in gberammagau, but I believe he lied.
Just before the picture was taken he called the soldiers to him
and said, " When they take me before the high priest, you men
act as if you were going to give me helll" I asked him if he
thought the real liessiah used that sort of language and his
reply was "He never had such a cyowd 66 deal with".

I saw the picture taken and the behavior before the
priests was made like one can imagine in reading accounts in
the Gospel of that event. Looking about I soon became wise
as to the landscapes I had seen in the Atlantic City show. Tlere
was the littlebbrook, in which John the RBaptist stood and
poured a shell full of water on the head of Christ, in baptisn.
There was the projecting manhole of a sewer, which the pic-
tures represented as the well of Jacob, at which Christitalked
to the woman of Samaria, There in the railroad embakkment was
a boarded up archway, that was passed off in the pictures
as the sepulchre of Joseph of Arimathea, and there, too, a
contractor's shanty that the pictures said was the carpenter
shop of Joseph, the husband of lary,

The brook, the hillsides, the steep railroad embankment all
formed an ideal place for taking fake pictures on the original
Pasgssion Play. The pictures exhibited in Temple Church were the
same as those I had seen in Atlantic City. I saw them, however,
after I had learned where the pictures had been taken. I often
think of those old time magic lantern shows and wish I
could get the same amoUnt of pleasure out of the more improved
shows, I guess its something like eating; nothing seems as good
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now as it did when we had a boy's appetite to enjoy it.

Dn reading your letter I could not help but wish I had as
many good things to look back upon in my life, as you have in
yours. Your care of your widowed mother, and her fatherless
children , in the royal way in which you did it, 'will ever
be to me one of the grandest exemplifications of filial
affection I have ever known, Whide yowr work for ithe church
and Sunday School remains unequalled. We had the Rev. Joseph
Schubert, of Newtown Square Church preach for us this morning.
He is a good and earnest speaker, He preaches tonight. Dr.
Seasholes is somewhere in the West and may be home for next
Sunday., The James S. Swartz Bible Class gives a moonlight exe
cursion on Thursday night, and on Saturday , August 15th, the
trustees will hold a lawn fete on the church lawn., We decided
this morning to hold no Sunday evening service for the rest of
August, Urs, Wieand and her sister, Elizabeth Peltz, have
returned fdom Sucks County. Elizabeth &8 in poor health and
didn't get to chureh’ this morning. ¥oping this will find you
in good health, as it leaves me, I anm

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK.

P.5. I am going to give that puzzle to the Chronicle readers
to solve.
R.ROSI

e . S e -

Au%uat 9th 1914,
Dear James,

iy article un the Reading Railwayg'c-stone bridge, at
the Talle, appeared in today's Philadelphia Record. The editor
cut out the date "1856" making it appear that it wase built in
the year 1853. Another error was changing the name of Josiah
WVhite to Joseph White. Thege, however, are hardly worth growling
about. In writing such an articles a reporter has to set aside
his individuality, hence the presumed conversation between the
former resident of the Falls and his imagined companion, My only
anxlety is that the artiecle will satisfy you. As the Sunday
paper is so bitlky I clip the article and send it with this.

e are having a very hot day. I wae over to church this
morning and heard Deacom Schmidhenner, of Blockley Church, give
an interesting talk on "Ioing One's Best", based on the woman
who annointed Christ's head with the precious ointment, when He
said of her, "she has done what she could". Dr, Seasholes, at
lasy accountis,was at his wife's sisterls home, in ‘ontana, on
his way home. He is expected to reach home an Wednesday night.
The church on Vednesday night voted to allow the trustees to
spend $72 in placing a new sidewalk in front of the parsonage.
Thanks for the solution of the Scripture riddle. It is very
simple after all, when one knws the answer. Are you not glad you
did not go abroad this.year, to be marooned in some of the
war gcarred cityes on the continent? Mr. and lirs. John Hohenadel
were in Tondon at last accounts, and are probably there at
present. I learned on ednesday night that Hohenadel placed
the electric chandelier over the church pulpit, as a memorial
to Dr., Stidham; a very kind aet and a splendid tribute to the
dear Doctor, Dr, Gordon is preaching in Wilmington, Delaware,
today. The last two Sundays oftthe month he will spend in
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Cambridge, Massachusetts. A very active and perhaps profitable
way of spending his vacation as supply pastor of Blockley
Chureh, Most presachers are too tired to death in their own
churches, and would die if they didn't have a month or two
vacation, then go off and preach in other places. Hoping you

-are in good health, and having coller weather than is "on

tap here", I am
Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK.

-

August 1%th 1914.

Dear James,

The only solution to the Seripture riddle, except
the one you gave me, received , was from lirs, liary L, Burns,
wife of Rev? Dr. Charles R, Burns, pastor of the Presbyterian
Church in Bristol, Pa., and former pastor of the First Presby=
terian Church, of llanayunk. There may have been some sent to
the Chronicle office. Hers was the same as yours, I have con-
cluded to take my hat off to you as _far as memory goes. In
regards to the stone bridge, you rdjyher surprised me in giving
the date of the explosion of the locomotive boiler, I thought
it was at least a year earlier, and your giving the names of
the enginerr and fireman who were killed, shows remarkable
memory. I saw the body of the fireman later in the morning as
it was carried from the towpath in front of lleDonald's office.

I also remember seeing the blown out front of licDonald's house
and the tubes of the boiler sticking in the celling over the
bed on which Mrs, lMeDonald, an invalid, Bad been lying.

They carried her up to Harry Hagner's house, where the
family remained till their house was repaired. The pyramiding
of coal cars on the bridge had also slipped my memory, although
I remember a similar eccurrence , 'hen an empty train going pretty
fast was suddenly stopped by a red board signal, that about a
dozen cars pyramided and toppled over into the river and on to
the Tast Park Drive.

Everything here is the Turopean War, and the boost speculators
have given to the coat of eatables. As to the progress of the
war we have no reliable information. The statements , much padded
puwt 1n the papers, seem to be chiefly guess work on the part of
the able writers, and as as filled with contradictions as to
not be worth the trouble and thme to read them. Dr. Seasholes
got home last londay evening, looking fine for his outing. The
trusttes lawn fets, Saturday afternoon, was not a howling
success, too many people being away. The parsonage property
looks much better since the cement sidewalk has been »ut
down. It will not be long bvefore a similar pavement will have to
be placed in front of the churéhy as the bricks are badly
worn. The congregation has arranged to give Dr. Seasholes a
welcome home reception on Thursday evening, in the lecture room.
I wish it were convenient for you %0 come over and preside.

lliss Elizabeth Peltz, accompanied by her sister, lrs, Wieand
came to chureh yesterday morning. She looks feeble and I fear
her 83 years are beginmning to tell on her. I have tried to
persuade them to either get a good housekeeper to care for
their home, or to go to boarding. It is toolmuch foe either of
them to,look after such a large house, Hoping you are well, as
this leaves me, I am, sine rely yours,

Re. R. SHRONWK,
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August 23rd 1914.

Deay James,

The rec=ption to Dr. SBeasholes on Thursady evening
was given by the James S, Swartz Bible Class, a fact I was not
aware of until Wednesday evening., It was & splendid success. John
Roy, who had taught the class during Dr. Seasholes absence pre=
gided. The affair was mzde the more interesting with a program
of choice singing and recitiations,

Dr. Beasholes gave a very interesting account of his travel-
ing more than 10,000 miles, In closing he presented Roy with
a fine silk umbrella, Then came ice oream and cakes, Other
exercises followed, but I did not stay to hear them, Tnere was
a good sized omugregation this morning. Iirs, ‘ieand and her
sister, both being present again, The cement pavement in front
of the parsonage is a great improvement and it will hot be long
before the sidewalk im front of the church will have to be
renewed. From the news in the papers it looks as if you are not
to be gratified in seeing the Imperor of Gemmany crushed, I showdd
your lest lettr to my daughter, and she applauded that part
in which you said you wanted to see the Emperor crushed. While
ghe is a descesndant of the Shronks and Shoemakers, originally
German, she has no love for the ruler of that people. It may be
thatwmfter the Japanese get after him, his victories may be
turmed to defeat. So you attribute your memory to the keeping
of & memorandum book, I have often regretted that I never kept
one, Had I done so, I might have jotted down data from talks I
had with mu fapher, your Uncle James Sirmone, and others, that
would be.very helpful to me in getting up historical articles.

I have always thought your Uncle James was one of the best
informed men T have ever had the pleasure of meeting, and 1

have never met anyone wlio was more accurately posted on local
hisfory thaen my father, I thought of a little indident yesterdaym
which mey be interesting to yoy. Several yearse ago, one day in
February, I had an arrand on Second street below Vine. It was a
gtormy day. I wore rather a shabby overcoat and an old soft hat,
and rubber boots. In walking up Arch street, I found myself in
front of the Betsy Ross building, and thought it would be a good
chance to see the interior, Walking in, I was met by a young
woman, When this talk took place; "Is this the home of Retsy
Ross?" 1 asked., "Yes, sir", was the reply. "Is she in?" I
inquired, "Why no. She is deadl" "You don't say so, why that's
sad newe, Vhen did she die?"I have never seen any notice of

her fdeath:incthe papera",

"I do not know when ghe died", said the lady, "but it was a
long time agol"

At this point the secretary, John Quinecy Adams, came from a
rear room, ag though to relieve the young woman, He glanced at
men, and I have always thought he took me for an escaped
lunatic. I, without noticing his excitement, repeated the
questions to him, =5 solemndy as I could, with the result that
I soon had him "up in the air', by insisting that he tell me
when and how she came to die. I then asked him questions about
the house and whether he was sure that the first American £lag
wae made there by Betsy Ross, before telling him who I was.

A8 soon as he leurned I was a reporter, he calmed down and
gave me 2 lot 6f what he claimed was historic fad¢ts about the
flag. I do not know, but they gave me a lot of pleasure which
I wished someone else had been there to enjoy.

Your remember Thomas Wendell, I su; pose? He worked in
Sorber's carriage works and married Irs, Powell, & member of
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our church, He told me one day of an experience lie had wheh a
boy at Milton, Pa. The schools there used to have spelling
contests and the greatest punkshment a teacher could inflict
upon a scholar was to prohibit him from attending the contests.
Tom was a erack speller, but did something for which the
teacher took,his name from the school class and told him not to
go to the contest. It was winter and everything covered with
ice after a cold rain. On the night of the contest Tom stood
on the top of a hill,which from his description was mumch like
the hill in front of the Torest (Breck) School, but the IMilton
school was at the bottom of the hill. He stood there with one
foot on a log. The teacher came along slowly making his way
down ghe hill obliquely towards the school house. Tom gave the
log a shove, that sent it rolling down the hill, It tripped
the teacher, who also roll=d to the bottom and escaped injury.
Tom wished others of the boye could have been with him to
enjoy the fun., This is not news but may prove ingeresting.

What a relief there is &m the weather. It makes one feel
today es though the whole world was lhis friend, A more sultry
sticky week than the one just past I do not remember ever having
passed through,

Hoping yow are well, I am
Bincerely yours,
R. R. SEROBK,

August 30th 1914,
Dear James,

I am ¥very glad you rambled as you did , for the
letter was unsually intesesting and entertaining, In writing up
Charles K. Sorber, I looked only upon the bright side, as you
are probably aware. He has always been a peculiar person, =nd
very much for himself and yet, a jolly good fellow. I never
knew he had but one sweetheart, Virginia llatherson, whom he
married, I remember pretty Imma Timbers. She was married to
¥illiam Taylor, who for years was head carter at the laboratory,
and widely known as "Bill" Taylors His father, James Taylor
was a rival with John R. Johnson inmborse doctoring, a skill
which Bill acquired to such a degree that he was for years
superintendent of the Rodge AWenue Passenger Railway stables at
Ridge and Columbia avenues, I always regarded him as an unpolished
diamond, for he was as tender hearted a man as I have ever known.

I do not remember when she (Emma Timbers) died, She had three
daughters, two of whom were twins, All three were members of
our church and Sunday School. The eldest daughter was married
to Joseph llontgonery, of Wissahickon, where they now reside.

One of the twines was married to George lleredith, and resides
here in Tioga. The other (daughter) beasme thw wife of William
Vilson, son of Dr. Joseph F., Wilson, and I believe they are
living in Norfolk, Virginia, Taylor married again, He died in
1889, while residing on 22nd street, below Clearfield. Emma
Hoyt was another Falls Dbelle ia her day, but who went all to
emash years later, She marriesd Sylvester Snodgrass, of lanayunk.
They became separated. I met her in a Cermantown avenue horse
car 20 or more years ago. She was ahabbily dressed, I learned
she was living with her sons in Tioga, =amd subsequently
occasionally met her, One day I cealled at her home, when she
told me that she and Sylvester had become reconciled. They
lived together some years when she died. She was the last of the
family; Claudina, Elize, and ary Little,to pass mway.
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Your mention of Edgar Russell Smith, and other membvers of
the family awoke pleasant memories in my mind. Yes, I remember
the excitement caused by Belle's acikident. Poor Bill, I always
like him, and am sorry he allowed rum to get the best of him. His
father could get intoxicated three times a day, but never above
his neck. He used to call Charlie Sorber over to the old hotel
poreh (Falls Hotel) and would say to him, "Charley, help me up
the hill there---0ld legs of mine are drurk again". The last
time I saw Edgar and his brothers was in the Willlam Penn House
in West Fairmount Park, of which their grandmother, lrs. Horace
W, (Smith) had charge. I am glad to learn of their doing so well,
I always liked "Iittle Dick" and to me there was always a good
gide to his father, After Horace had published the life of
hig grandfather, I asked him one day, how the book was selling?
"Very slowly", was the reply. "It has, however, provdd to me
that there are a very few educated men at €he Falls. Only two,.
James 8. Swartz, and old man Tiesot. They are the only two who
have shown sense enough to buy the book}" I have a copy of
nemith's Works", which he published as a memorial to his father.
The copy I have, Horace pr-sentz=d to my father. Dr. Stidham gave
me a copy of Horace's "Nute for Future Historians to Crack", sald
to be very rare. [ remember one instance concerning your Uncle
James Simmons, One day I bought a pocket edition of Pottock's
"Course of Time". That evening I was at your house on Ridge avenue,
I sliowed the book to your mother, and your Uncle began talking
of ite contents, and asked your mother to read the part referring
to the hypocrite, which he quoteds Bubsequently, your mother, in
speaking of the instance said she wonldered if there was any book
her brother was not acquainted with. I have but a dim recollection
of your ccusin who was in the Rebel army, and cannot tell whether
I saw him at your house, or heard of his being there. One time,
while in the city with Harry, I went to your Uncle's home, where
we had supper, I then met a youmg man. I think his name was
Edward., Herry intpeduced me to him as hieg cousin, You and Uncle
George Simmons came to the house while we were there and I remember
his asking lary how she made out on the witness stand, and whether
ehe was frightened. You may recall the occasion and wihy she
had heen a witness,

reents long forgotten sre awakened &n one's mind and the
past seems turned into the living present, We live ovar again
the oceasions that brought us Jjoy or sorrow, and at times feel
perfectly eatisfied in recalling the old time experiences, even
though some of them makes us dad, There are many memorial days
which we cannot help but remembering. Like Shakespesre's ghost
they will not down.

I wished while at church this morning that you were present
to here Ir, Seasholes. He preached on Those Realms; Self, the
material world, and God with the spiritusl., He started out by
lauding Gladstome, whese greateness was due, he claimed, by
his thinking xmx® of and serving Cod. Later on he said, "Of all
the men who have occupied the Presidential chair, at:Washiangton,
T do not surpose there has been a greater than Voodrow ¥Wilson, who
amid the great excitement of the times is calmly pursuing after
peace even when his own party is againet him" (Good for Seasholes)
Stwrenge isn't it what different opinione different men have of
the came individual, I fear that Dr., Seasholes bampes his opinion
off Wilson's religion more then for his statemmanshsip, and I was
led to wonder whether the Ioctor is not a Democrat. He is all
right as a preacher, but I fear he hus something to learn about
politicr or statesmanship. A year ago we called him to the
bastorate. He accepti-d the call on condition that it be for one
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ear. That year will expire with September, so I suppose we will
have to renew the call at the next church meeting, which
will be held on September 9th, I have no fear but what the church
will cheerfully renew the call, and hope he will comply, should
the call be repeated, but I hope 1t will not again he limited,
A great deal has been done during the year for the betterment of
the church materially, and some fifty new members have been added.
The congregations have been somewhat larger, and the people seemg
contented, so, perBenally I khow of mothing better than to have
the pastorate continued.

The Lethodists are getting ready for their fall rally, which
will begin September 20th. Bishop Neely, Floyd Tompkins, and

other big guns are to %ake part. Ve will have to look ocut for

our claurels., The Presbyteriane have called a "powerful" preacher,
These adddd to the importance of owr holding on to and supporting
Dr, Seasholes, of we desire to hold our groemnd,

I had a letter from Jacob during the week, in which he fold
me of your sending him the article on the stone bridge. I will
gtop lest I weary you, or impose too much of your time.

Sincerely yours,

R. R, SHROYXK,

September 6th 1914,

Dear James,

Your letter written late on Friday night reached
me yesterday afternoon. I am sorry you have lost sight of so
meny of your books, Tor I know you hagé a valuable collection.
I have not a large collection, but I like to keep what I have
on hand, I do not know how many I have loaned that have never
been returned. Some of my dearest friends have in that respect
proven themselves to be good bookkeepers., I had two copies of
Charles Hagner's Higstory of the Falls of Schuylkill, until I
met Dr. Charles K. Mills, nearly ten years aBo, When he asked
whether I could tell where he could get & copy¥. I had just moved
and T told him 1 had two coples, and would present him with
one if I could find them. My daughter knew just where they were
and I mailed one to him tp; next day. I do not recall anything
that gave me more pleasure than to be able to fumish him with
& book he wanted, and he appreciated the gift. I never read of
hear of Richard Penn fmith , but what I think of what he said
to my father a few days before he died. Father thought a great
deal of him, and was often in his company. One day he came home
and told mother he had been to see Pemn Smith, who had no fear
of dying. Then father went on to tell what had happened, as
follows:"He said, 'Dan, I am going to die, and before I go I
want you to see what---legs I have to go to Hell with!"He then
reached down and uncovered his legs for father to see. I have
never fagcotten how father looked when he came home that day.
He wae horrified by what Emith had said, I agree with you
conceming lirs, Nary Little bbing the best of the Hoyt family.
fhe was differert from the others, and was liked by all who had
any apquaintance with her. My mother had a cousin who was
married to a Nelson Hoyt, who in the early days of the Lehigh
Navigation Company, was comnected with i. in Raston, He had a
son lelson Douglas Hoyt, who used to come to our house to
spend his achopl vacations. Daniel Hoyt met him there one day

and on learnimg he had no father, adopted him and he lived with
him about a year, when he went back to his mother, Daniel Hoyt
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always claimed relationship to mother, but mother always
thought he was mistaken. Her cousin Hoyt came to the city in
the early forties to apprentice his son, William , to Merricks
Foundry, and was never seen after the papers had been signed.
What became of him has ever been a mystery and I suppose always
will Dbe,

Dr, Seasliples conducted the communion serbice today for
the first time since mNay., He called on me , on Tuesday, while
my folks were out. We had a talk on the porch and I asked him
about continuing his pastorate. He does not want a formal call,
but will continue., This may be all right providing the church
is satisfied, and I think the members will be. The matter will
probatly be hrought up on “ednesday night., If it should I will
offer a motion to the effect that the relationship be continued
without any limitation. Prom what he said to me, I believe he
does not want to tie himself down go that he would not be able
to keep up lecturing. I suprose he realizes as much money
from that source than from preaching. I wonder what John N.
Green would say were he alive, and a pastor would decline a
formal call, I'm thinking he would objec¢t to having one any
other way. Green, ofcwhom I have & little sketch in the Chronicle
you will receive this week, was as feank ip expressing his
viéawe as anyone I have ever known., I remember one of his argua
ments, "A pastor can leave whenever he wants to, but a charch
has to stay". Personally 1 feel that way, but will not press it.
Sometimes I wonder of the church, and I mean the church in
general, hes not drifted away from its original practice, by
hiring a pastor to do its thinking, or tu cause it to think
upon such lings as might suit his fancy. Tt has been a long while
since I listened to a discourse that in truth might be ealled a
sermon, There is little in them to satisfy a hungry soul, or
to lead to the conviction of a sinner. Sermons, like those
Vatkinson, Clark, or Richards, used to speak. Their hearts were
filled with the consciousness of their responsibility, and
from the abundance of their heart, they spake. The people not
only listened to what was spoken but obeyed. Then thiose preachers
carried their sermons with them on leaving the pulpit, by per-
sonal appeals to the congreagtion; not only that, they visited
the houses of the members and spoke of spiritual things. I may
be an old foesel, but I cannot help longing for the old time
religion. lext Bunday is to be "Patriotic Day", also the autumnal
rallying day. Don't think I am growling. I only say what I would
like , but will do my best to keep things going at thécchurch,
even 1f thinges do not suit my views. Your mention of the Timbers
lec me to wbnder of any of them are living. None are. unless it
might be 8ilas, Jr., whom I have not seen or heard about for
years. Hoping you are well, I am sincerely yours,

R. R, SEROIK.

September 9th 1914,

Dear James,
; Your letter of yesterday arrived at noon. I have
made a brief notice of the desath of l'rs, Jennie Stone, for next
week's Chronicle, my space for this week's issue being filled.

I have no recollection of ever having seen lirs, Stone.
At the time lr. Chesshire came to the Falls I did not attend the
chureh, but spent my Sundays tending the toll gate for my uncle
Robert T, Roberts, so that he could go to church. "Jennie" as
ehe was known to the Falls was married and left the Falls before
I resumed attending services late in arch. I always thought
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a great deal of Tillie, and recall how badly poor Fred Hyneman
was smitten by her charme. lie confided in me and one day asked
me to compose a letter for him, to copy, telling her hig feeling
towards her., I wrote as strong a letter as I knew how, and it was
gushing., Fred copied it and mailed it. After he had dropped it
in the letter box he said he would have given a year's salary to
have it again, The letter was delivered, and most politely
answered in the negative, Of course, llaud, as she is now known,
never dreamed that I had helped Fred to express his love to her,
I never told anyone about my connection with the letter, but
your sister, Tillie, having during a visit told her of the very
beautiful letter Fred Hyneman had sent her, so I told your sister
all about it, poor Fred having passed to a better world.

I have known quite a number of clergymen, buf never felt
the same high reagdr for any ag I did for lMr, Chesshire, who
baptized me and pushed me forward in chirchiwork, He believed
in putting converts to work., Much of the time I would be out of
work, I spent with him in his study . I have a copy of the minutes
of the Bridgewater Agsociation, in which ie printed a sermon
preached by IIr., Chesshire, while pastor of the Baptist Church in
fontrose, Susquehanna County., He having mailed me the copy of
the mbnutes. I think as you do, regarding pr. Seasholes pastorate
and expect, should the matter come up tonight, to simply move
that the relationship be continued. Iy opinion is that he is willing
to stay but does not want to be bounde. I have written this today
to prevent any chance of forgetting to return the elipping. The
weather here today is cool enough for wearing a light overcoat.
Hoping you afe well, I am sincerely Yours,

R. R. SHROTK.

P.8. I have had just h:d a talk over the phone ¥with lirs. J. G,
Valker., Dr. Walker is suffering from a cold, and could not hear.
I told her of your informing me of the death of lirs, Jennie
Btone; she asked me if I had heard of the re-marriage of lrs,
Stone's brother, Caleb, Of course, I hadn'tl lrs, Walker heard
of it at a meeting she attended today., Weddings, births and
funerals pften come close together in some families,

R.R.8.

LR R

september 11th 1914.

Dear James,

I did notice that Caleb Chesshire's name was not
ment ioned in the sketch of his sister, 1'rs, Stone. The last time
I met him he told me he was the only member of the family remain-
ing in the Baptist church. His mother was living then and I
presumed she had been lured from the fold. My first intimatiom
of Tillie's leaving the church was given me in the Eastern
Penfitentiary, by a prisoner from liontrose, who was serving nine
years for second degree mwder, His name was Ffederick Varren,
and his father was a lawyer and a Univercalist preacher. ¥red
wae one of my assistans in the library, and was abright fellow.
One day I asked him if he knew the Rev. JohniE, Chesslire? To
which he replied, "Yes, 1 know him well, that grand and good old
man, My father and he are warm friends, and say haen't he a fine
looking daughhlier, liss laud Chesshire?" I told him that the
Chesshires had but two daugﬁ;era, Tillie and Jennie. Wwhen he
told me of Tillie having chaged her name to Maud, upon her becoming
a member of the Episcopal Church, and said she had Jjoined the
Episcopals to please a young man to whom she was understood to
be engaged. Caleb los® his first wife about the time my wife
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passed away, 10 years ago, last lfay. I bad not heard of his
second marriage.

I went to the #a "s Presbyterian Church last evening
to get an account of the installing of the new pastor, Rev. Same
uel vV, Steckel, I did not remain to the serbice. Walking to the
police station I stopped in nmy cousin's, John M. Shronk's
dry goods store. He was 70 on June 19th. I will be 70 on October
18th, During our talk je told me that Dr. C., K. Mills has a great
deal of trouble with his ‘eyes, and is using the l=sti glasses that
can be made for their relief, and that he is unable to read. I
feel very sorry for him, for he has always been an ardent reader
and an able writer.

The question of recalling our pastor was not brought
up on Vednesday evening, so I sippose the relationship will
continue, He will, however, in my estimation he only an acting
pastor, after the first of October., Personally I think the
chureh should take some action to legalize the relationship. In
his talk Dr. Seasholes looks ahead in the futuure to the work
to be done, just as though there was no limiation. When the
Agssociation meets in October he will probably ne mentioned as
pastor of the churéh. Can he be legally unless the church says
s0? is th question that is bothering me,

There is to be a mass meeting in Gorgaes Park tomorrow
afternoon, under the auspices of the Church Federation of the
2lst Vard, and vicinity, when Rev, Dr. Stough, a Billy Sunday
evangelist, is to deliver his address on "Booze". I object to the
church going into the rederation, but it voted to #o so at a
meeting at which I was not present. I may attend the mass meeting
as a reporfbr, but T have no synpathy for spectaculsr evangelism,
or sky-rocket enthisiasm, Such movements work upon the emotions
of the people without doing much permanent good. After the
excitement is over one is forced into thinking of the Saviour's
question: "Where there not ten cleansed; but where are the nine?"

I sent Dr, Howard L. Green a& copy of the Chronicle
containing a sketch of his father. He acknowledged it yesterday
in a very grateful letter., The Dr. is located in Bridgeport, and
telle me his busines is prospering. Fe conducts a drug store in
connection with his practice. I always regarded Howard as being
the brightest of the three boys. Horace is something like his
father, but l:=ckes his fighting qualities. He seeme to take offence
in a sulky manner , while his father would let people know just
how he felt, and stick it out. Dinner is announced , so goodbye
for the present.

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHROEK,

Septemrber 13th 1914,
Dear James,
At the close of this morning's serVice Harry B.

Binkin read the annual letter to the Association. He also
states that the years for which Dr. Seasholes was called as
pastor wauld expire at the end of this month. He then moved
that a commlttee be appointed to confer with the pastor regard-
ing the matter. Before the motion was seconded I offered as
a substitute that the present relation be continued and it
was passed without a desenting vote, So that matter is settled.

After the benediction Dr. Seasholes said to me quietly,
"The Lord must have directed you in making that motion. It was
Just the right thing to do". He seems satisfied as does the
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people. Under the circumstances I believe it was the best way
to settle the gquestion. On coming home lirs, Wieand complimented
me by saying, "Shronk, you are smart, and you did the right
thing in offering the motion".

I suppose you saw the motice in the last copy of the
Commonwealth, on the death of Miss Bliza Jones, sister of Rev.
tenry W. Jones. From the notice she , I judge, was a very good
woman, Mrs. Wieand told me that fiss Jones lived with her
brother after he had lost his first wife, At that time I was
employed in the penitentiary, and lagter with the llount Vernon
Mission, in North llanayunk, and did not get to many of éur
church services, consequently I did not get acquainted with
Mr. Jones' sister. I always liked lir. Jones, but thought he
was not the right man to take charge of the church, when it
had so much of the Free element in it. But he did his part and
did 1t well, I went up to the church federation mass meeting, #dn
Gorgas Park, Roxborough, yesterday afterncon, and heard Ir,

W, W. Stough deliver his address on "Booze". It was a powerful
denuneiation of the liquor traffic. There were about 3000
present, The old, old story of rum causing most of the prison
convicts was reiterated, While in the penitentiary, from
persopally interviswing the prisoners, while acting as moral
instructor, I faund that but a small percentage could be traced
to drink, It may be different among prisoners in county jails
or houses of correction, Hoping you are well, I am,

S8incerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK,

Beptember 21st 1914,

Dear Janes,

Your highly interesting letter came to hand in
titie to be read at my solitary breakfast table this morning.
As to lrs. Chesshire having left the Baptist Church, all I know
is from what Caleb told me when he said he was the only Baptisi
in the family. He said aotjing about his mother, but as she was
then alive I inferred that he included her, After reading your
letter I felt glad I had not known Iliza Jones. I always felt
sorry for Rev, Henry W, Jones, and as you say, kechad a hard
up hill work at the Falls. He was very kind to my mother, when
father died, and during his brief illness. You remember how I
used to draw the Sunday School lesson illustrations on the
blackboard, with colored chalks provided by you? Of ten wihen
engaged in that work lr. Jones would be in the church and free
quently he had to encounter the Free feeling. He certainly
brought about a harmonious change. I had my own trouble with
Free. He was a betrayer of his best friends, and a traifor to
the church, It was a long time after he left that some of his
followers would speak to me. I shall never forget a statement
made to me one day by Andrew J, Daymon, Free's greatest champion.
The day after Grover Cleveland's first election I was in the
office of the little paner published by William Gifford. I took
an old woodecut, drew a crow lying on a dish on the back of the
eut, and then I went into a wheelwright shop, borrowed a tool,
and cut away all,the wood outside of the drawing. I then got
Gifford to print me some cards with the words over the crow,
"Republican Thanksgiving, ala Democratic". I gave the cards to
my Democratic friends. On my way to the Reading Railway station,
that night, I meet Daymon in his milk wagon, at the top of
Spencer street (Calumet) and though we had not spoken for years,

A7/
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I ealled to him and he stopped his horse. I then gave him
geveral of the cards, After aduiring them, he said "Robert, I am
glad you stopped me", and withttears streaming down his €heeks
he continuedj "I want %o apologize for all the harsh words I have
spoken against you, and hope you will forgive me". I found my
own cheeks wet, and with hands clasped renewed our old time
friendship., He then went on to tell me of Free's contemptible
action towards his daughter ILizzie, whose life he said he had
ruined. " Ve have found him out to our sorrow, and will have
notiing else to do with him" were his parting words, After that
we were firiends up until his death, I could tell you much more
about his perfidy, dbut what is the use. We both know him, to
out sorrow,

There was no limitation to Dr. Seasholes continuance. I
do not think he is usinz the church as an accomodation, but at
the same time he is able to have his children attend school and
college. He told me, the day he called at my house, thati he had
declined a call to a large churech in San Francisco, and would
not entertain a eall to a churech in Chicago, saying he prefers
to continue in his lecturing and to help build up the weak
churches. He is certainly earnest in his work at the Falls and
has already done much good and is particularly attentive to the
sick., He began this month to devote Vednesday evenings to teach-
ing Baptist belief,, very much in the nature of Deacon Abbott's
Tuesady evening Bible Class, a line of instruction we all need
especially the younger nmembers. Dr, Stidham's sermons were
highly interesting and instructive, but they seldom touched on
the truths upon which the church is founded, Hanna was the first
pastor, since Chesshire to feed the flock with strong meat. Do
you remember when at least once a month Clark and others preached
doetrinal sermons? It would be a good thing for Baptist churches
if the custom was renewed., In the Sunday School, lr. Abbott and
Margaret llorison and yourself taught Bible truths to the children
in a way that m=de the scholars familiar with Scriptural Baptist
doctrine, Such teachings wrre done mway with when the interanational
lessons were introduced, The lesson=slips took the place of the
Bible in the Sunday School. One Vednesday evening I was very
much pained aml surprised in seeing a grown woman hunting for
the Epistle of Ephesus, in the front end of the 01d Testament.

I have been patiently awaiting the appearance of Dr..
Mills' book and like you, hope he will publish it before his
gight gets too poor for him to do so.

I had not trouble in reading your "bwoken up letter",
Hoping you are well, and that your nerves may never explode I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK.

September 27th 1914.

Dear James,

Your letter of the 25th which you began at 10&30
that night, reachsd me yesterday morning, in time to be read at
the breakfast table, &f not with my coffee. When my doctor ordered
me to do without sugar, of which I mas passipnately fond, more
thag a year ago, I tried to take coffee raw, but it was too
much for me, so I substituted warmm nilk for breakfast. I have a
peculiar breakfast, but enjoy it very much, It consists of
a ggood s8ized dish of grape nuts, softened in cream, a saucer of
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sliced penches, when in season, and stewed evaporated peaches
the rest of the year, a slice of toasted bread, well buttered,
and a cup of warm milk, Strange as it may seem, if I eat anything
sweetened it is distasteful, Uncle Billy Roberts and Dr. Stidham
used to tell me I like my sugar stain=d with coffee., When I
discarded sufdr=l also stopped eating meat and white potatoes,
and the only flesh I have eaten since is a small service of
fish once in a while, and a small piece of chicken or turkey.
Comparing the year of deprivation with any other recent twelve
months, I have had as much enjoyment from the meals and feel
a great deal better otherwise, so I shall continue the simple
eating,

I had heard of your being at the Falls, a week ago this
evening., Cdusin Belle Ward, told my step-daughter, on Monday
while telephoning to tell me you had been to church, Singer also
told me on Wednesday evening how gladly you had surprised him
and others, On Saturday October 17th, I expect to have Dr, and
lirs. Seasholes, liiss Blizabeth Peltz, and lirs. Wieand, to take
tea with me, and I would very much like you ro Join them., It
will be a simple little party, given me by my daughter and
step-daughters, similar to those I had while Dr. Bfidham and
my sister BElizabeth were alive.,

In telling me she had set the date, mt daughter asked
if I couldn't have you Join us this year. I am glad you hesard
Dr, Seasboles's sermon on "Will the Ind of the World Come in
October 1914, or 1915?" That is the way it was announced on the
chureclh bulletin board, I told him last Sunday morning that he
was going to preach on a subject he knew nothing about. He
frankly acknowledged that he didn't , but said the air is filled
with it, and that he had been requested to »reach on the topic.

That word recuested, reminds me of dear old Mr. Chesshire.
I used to epend a great deal of time with him in his study in the
church and on several occasions he regretted having been so
busy that his sermons for the coming Sunday were not completed.
One day I asked him how it would do to repeat a sermon he had
recently preached. When he said, "Rob, that is a good idea. I
will preach that sermon again on Sunday evening".

On Sunslay morning he announczd that he had been requested
to preach the sermon again. I have always had a warm spot in my
heart for Tr, Chesshire, He had not pity in pushing me forward
in churéh work and would, during his absence, give me a list of
gick to attend. One day he showed me half of a ham he was
carrying home and spoke of the high coast of living. He then
suggested that I should try to get the Financial Board to get
him a donation. The Board met at your home of Ridge avenue the
next week. I made the suggestion which was taken up. After the
other members had left and while I tarried to enjoy s smoke
with you, you asked whether Mr. Chesshire had not asked me to
get up a donation, and I, of course, ackmowledged he had. As a
result we gathered 375 and the night Mr, Abbott presented the
purse, 'r, Chesshire acted as though he was greatly surprised.
Then it was that he told me he wished he had fifty young men like
me in the church., He wanted me to study for the ministry, as did
‘rs, Sarah Zvans Richards, md Rev. Clark B. Oakley, pastor of
Enon Church, which I frequently attended with lirs. Harmon Lake,
at the time I was suffering from a chrodic sore throat, caused
by being struck on the Adam's apple with a townball bat, and
was afraid that after using other people's money for the edu-
cation, I would be unable to preach like Rev. Steinman was,

Years afterward, while Rev. BEmerson Andrews was visiting
the Falls, he advised me to let my beard grow as a cure for my
sore throat, as he had cured himself by the same remedy. I tried
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t and was completely cured. But it was then too late to think
of being educated. You will observe that I have again drifted
into our happy past, and hope it will not weary you over much.
With best wishes I am,

Sinecerely yours,

R. R. SHRONK,

October 5th 1914,

Dear James,
I was sorry to learn of the death of your cousin
Kate Pennypacker. Nellie told me of the sad event last VWed-
nesday night after prayer meeting. I had met Xate a number
of times in your old home on Ridge avenue, as I did her sister
3allie, both of whom were noble young women, At that time
James Pennypaeker always impressed me as beingma consistent
christian, Thus it goes, the years pass, and take from us, one
by one, those whom we love. We form new acquaintances, and new
friendships, but they are not like the old ones. That is one
resaons why we like to call up the past with its precious
associations. I often wonder Howmen who re-marry are able to
forget the past. If they do not there must be a comparison
going on in their minds regarding the now and the then of
their experience. I also wonder what this world would:-beilf
it were not for the religious comforts we have, What a terrible
thing it would be to bury loved ones with no hopes of a
resurrection, Having that hope we can look forward as well as
backward, and are conforted, I also learned on Vednesday even-
ing of the death 8fid burial of Griffith Abbot Boardman, a2 son
of my half-sister Sarah, He was forty some years old, but
never married, and had lived with his brother, Robert, on Bow-
man street. Until my eyes troublsd me I used to Bead the
death notices in the Ledger every morning, and then knew who had
passed away. Seving my eyes leaves me in ignorance of many
things oceurring. I am gradually getting rid of my bladder
trouble and hope soon to have an increase in vision. With other
churches throughout the city we complied yesterday with
President Wilson's request by ohserving the day as one for
prayer for peace. I am a firm believer in prayer, but there
are some things which to me seem pregsumptious, to appeal to
the Almighty. He is able to overcome the wrath of men and of
kings, and will do so in His own time and way. Praying for peace
ought to result in our being more peaceful and more opposed to
strife, Many of the wars recorded in the Bible were God's means
of punishment, and who will deny that He has not a purpose in
the war now raging? I have no objection to the President putting
himself on record, or even using such a means to make himself
popular, but forced, or ordered prayer is not devotion. (Seems
like a biased Republiican viewpoint)

"Prayer is the soul's desire,
Ustered and unexpressed,

The motion of a hidden fire,
Vhich trembles in the breast.
Prayer is the burden of =

The fallite of A %glar? iy L
The upward glancing of the eye,
When none but God is neaxrn,
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There is a good deal of talk heee in Philadelphia about
nPhe Great Revival", which, it is taken for granted by many
church people, as coming this way. Some are hard at work organi-
zing a Billy Sunday Campaign. From Dr. Seasholes talks I infer
that he ie in faver of such boosting or spectacular evangelism,
and skyrocket enthusiasm, Whether our church will be drawn into
the movement or not, I eannot say, but it will not with my
approval, We have gotten along quite nicely during the past
year without any show of excitement. Two young women are
waiting baptism and others are interested. We take a good
report to the Association, which begins its 207th annual
sessiong tomorrcw, in Roxborough Church.

I am glad you think favorably of thelittle party ny
daughter is arranging for me on the 17th instant, and hope you
may find it convenient to be present. Hoping you are in good
health as this leaves me, I am

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHROIK.

Detober 12th 1914,

Dear James,

Tis old city is baseball mad again today. I am a
little affected myself. So far as to call up the newspapers to
learn the latest score, but not enough to either wager any money
on it, or to stand watching a scoreboard. Is it not wonderful
how so many can afford the time they spend, watching the electric
scorebeards? I am told the pawnbrokers did a large business last
week in loaning money to men wishing to see the games, or to
bet on the result, I feel that gambling is not confined altogether
to the outsiders, and that the players might be tempted to pile
up huge sums for themselves. I went up to Manayunk this aftermoon
where I found the postoffice and bank closed on account of
Columbus Day, so I will mail you a Chronicle from home.

WVhat a long dry spell of weather we are having. BEverything
in the country is buraning up for want of rain. Some of the wise
ones attribute the dry spell +to the war in Turope, while others
claim that the warm wedlher we are having is due to the Panama
Canal and its influence on the Gulf Stream. I am not scientist
enough to see why either should be true, so all I can do is to
act wise, by saying nothing and listening, The war news , like
the weather reports, are not very reliable. One reads the news
and then wonders whether it is true or only the work of able
reporters. I attended three of the six sessions of the Baptist
Association last week, at Roxborough Church, Dr. iacArthur,
whom I presume you know, is a wonderful man. His address on
"The Twelve Baptist Apostles of 100 years Ago", was a mastergul
oration, In it he said he fearad Baptist are losing backbone.

I wish he had been more explieit .and exposed some of the weakw
nesses whlch has taken possession of too many ministers who preach
"courtesy". In the Permanent Advisory Council I have had goes

(?) with a humber of preachers, and had the honor of being called
an old fashioned Baptist, by Dr, Rowland, The report of the
committee on Unification of Baptist Work was submitted by Dri
Rosselle, when I was not present. From comments upon it,it seems
to mean a change im Baptist Government. and is to be considered
at a speelal meeting of the Association on November 19th, in the
Temorial CHhureh, I was appointed on the Committee on Place and
Preachers fof the naext meeting. When the time came to report I
was the only membes present, and at my suggestion the mo:gerator
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appointed others on the Commbttee., We had two invitations; one
from Bethlehem Church, and the other from Zion (Colored) Churdh.
We decided in favor of Bethlehem, and named Dr. lioore, of Zion
Chureh to preach the Introductory Sermon, I felt some pride in
being named on the Committee, but more on account of the church
being honored than personally. I do love to hear Falls of
Schuylkill Church named in any of the large gatherings, a love
I have had evercsince I became a member of the dear old church.

Dr. Seasholes preached a fine sermon yesterday morning
from the text: "We All Do Fade as a Leaf"., He is well up in
botany, and knows how to make himself clear with a very few
war ds,

I am looking forward to Satwrday with great interest
when Dr., and lrs. Seasholes will be at my little party, and I
hope you may find it convenient to join them. Mrs, Wieand
expects to be here but is uncertain about her sister Elizabeth
being able to come., This is rambling and sort of newsless
le tter, but may interest you a little., Hoping you are well and
that we may see you on Saturday, when supper will be served at
six, I am,

Sincerely yours,
R. BR. SHROVK.,

QOc tober 23rd 1l9d4.

Dear James,

1 have goiten into the habit of writing toX wou, at
2east, once a week, and it's a habit I do not care to break
myself away from. I know of nothing that I enjoy more than
receiving a litter from you, and learning of your being well.

I regard letter-writing as a recreation, and you cannot tell
what a relief it is to the other writing I have to do. I often
think of the laborious task it used to be for me to write a
page in the old copy hook in lMr, Mackie's schpol, Do Yyou
remember how particular he was in having the boys hold the pen
in a proper angle, and how he used to sneak up behind and ecrack
tile boys on the hand, who were not holding the pen right? I
wonder how many of us are as careful now in holding the pen, as
we had to be in those glorious old days? The last time I met lr.
Mackie was on a Sunday afternoon, in the early seventies. He
had charge, as minister, of the Holy Trinity lfission of the St.
James the Less Church, which met in the 0ld Academy Building,
and which 1ir., Powers, Thomas lloore, and others turned into
Grace Reformed Episcopal Churech, I overtook lir. Mackie that

day in front of our church, as he was on his way to the 01d
Acadény. At first he did not recognize me, but after looking

me over he asked "Are you not one of the Shronks?" When I told
him which one I was, he said, "I hope you are a better man than
you were a boyl"

I enjoyed your being at the church service on Sunday
morning., It made me think of the days gone by. I was also glad
to be at the Sunday School session. I do not often get to go
anywhere on Sunday afterncons, but went there on invitation of
Harry Binkin. What a pleasure it must be to you in realizing
the high esteem in which ou are held by the church and Sunday
School? It was hard for me to repress the emotions which filled
my heart, as I sat in the Sunday School room and thought of the
many loved ones who once helped to fill the room, but who are
now with the Tord, Dr. Seasholes was abgent on Wednesday evenw
ing. He had gone to Johnstown on Lodge business. The service was
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led very successfully by Iarry Binkin, Billy Sunday Trailers,
whatever that means, four of them, are to be at the Falls Presa-
byterian Church on Sunday evening. I sincerely hope our church
will not be drawn into the excitement. I met Dr., Rowland last
evevﬁ*v at the First German Baptis*®t Chureh's new edifice at 9th
and Luzerne sireeis, where he preskded over a Denominational
?Tou“ernooz SerTyue. He asked about you and told me of your
being present when he preached in the Fourth Church, I am glad
you got to my little birthday party, and I dc not care how soon
shall have another one, Hoping you are well, I am
Sincerely yours,

=3
=
ie

R. R, SHROIK.

Novenber 3xd 1914.

Dear James

Miis 1s one of the finest election days, so far as
e weather is concerned, I have ever known. So far I have had
ttle to do, but I expect a bugt night in getting returns fron
e four wards that make up my news district, the 21st, 37th,
rd and 38th, They take upn the territory from 5th street to the
H ijiWI and from Lehigh avenue to the county line, Up
e
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e Up
oxborough, Bast of Broad street it extends to Susquhanna aaenae.
tunately with a telephone in +Je HouuH I can get the news from
?Ju” voW‘ee gstations without much traveling.
1 -
us
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o““ referred in a recent letter to the time you were
induced to allow your name to be used as a candidate for Councils.
I lived in Tanayunk at the t:Ae, and “aul have been deprived
of v~t;ﬂ; for you. I felt at the % that you would make a good
Councilman, and had no fear of your ne:.b controlled by what was
then :nown as "The Ring", and yet I was gldd when I learndd you
had withdrawn.

Poor Bill Stevensonl D often think of him and how he uped
to work and his grezat dislike for Cathwlics. I wonder whatl he
would think if he were now alive and see a majority of Catholics
on. the police Torce? With all his politiecal trickerJ he was
always frank and true with me. It was through him that I took
sueh an active part in the Judicial Convention, in 1870, when
Thomas K, Finletter was nominated for Cormmon Ple’ juage.

Bill died of a bad disease, Just beforerhis death he

me and got me to write an appealing letter to Mrs. J.

Dr., Uhler had borrowed $1000 om Mrs, ?te venson,

had saved in a building society. lrs, 1ler commlied

letter and sent him, in three ren i thance: 8, nearly half
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1usa;n“s infeotelness.
Joseph 1i, liorison was buried lmst Priday from the home
of his bra*“e* Frank, on Queen lane., He had been in the lorrise

town Asylum for more t;;n 20 years. Poor fellowl he was a
promising boy. It must be a satisfaction to his relatives in
knowing he is at rest. I saw enough of insanity during the 18
months I was employed on the e“¢t? 1fiary, to make me feel
that I would be glad to Dbury ¢ one near to me afflicted with
it.

There was a general excha

inge of pulpits on nunday
evening, in the Falls, and the 2l1st Ward, arranged by the 21s%t
Vard Chureh Federaﬁion. Dr. Beagligles pTGVCh‘U at Fhenezer 1MoL
5’,‘:1111}:01 y, "anayunk, while Rev. Robert Hetherington, of Wissahickon
dfpﬁ'HC‘U1Pf.f"¢l :d our pulpit, I did not T’nr llm. WVhat a
Literence there is on the treatmebt of the Paptiests by the other




derominations to what it was when Rev, J. JHdson Clark was
pagtor? I often think the change had bhenefitted otiiers more than
it has us Baptistis. Hoping you are well, and that all things are
well with you, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R, R, SHROEK,

P.8., I called at the Publication (Baptist) office this aftermoon,
te gel a copy of the Association lMinutes, but they are not yet
out, I had a brief chat with youwr friend, Dr, R ?ldfu.

R, R. 8,

Vovember 9th 1914.

Deaxr James,

I had your letter at the breakfast tabl
day morning. 1. had seen your né&me in print in the Comn
and wag glad you happened to be present at Walker's fo;
anniversary., He has h=d a long and successful pastorate and I
hope he may be spar ed to round ocut half a century. I do not
knownof any Baptist minlsters that hre ministered to a church
as long =2s he has, He ig one of the Falls boys who had L ”o“ed

the 1ittle old town. John Humpstone, although born in England,
began his remarkable career at the Falls, where he wzs ba ﬁti”ea
50 years ago this coming winper, and like VWalker is somewhat
indebted to Dezcon 4:_ot. Dr, Ue:nlcles ig anxious to have
Funpsfone come over ito our church on or near tkhe anniversary

] in getting him to come.

is baptism. Perhaps you can help
» 1091 Tow"xer, e very few of those who were then members
to greet him , as most of them have been cealled home.

I was Lej* honme yestérday throough a severepain in the
regior of the left kidney, which came wvery suddenly on Frilday
night, T suffered most ¢f Baturday and yesterday, but am feelimg
better today. I presume it was a cold, A cold, you krow, always
shows iteelf in the weakest point of one's body. I had for more
than a year been taking a gluka of porter every night before
retiring, The porter ran out last week and I thought to try
doing without it. That might have had something to do with the
trouble. Another box of porter has been ordered and I expect to
regume the bitter draught tonig:t,

I send wou herewith a 1iitle wrtlcle I had published in
-y Record. Terhpas you remember the dinner. lir, Chess-
t*u the subscription list with $2. 1 was a mamber of the
oI e

1 r
I'.“,
mittee. He was delighted when I told hiim the committee
mculh not need his contriaut;on. nless Samuel Stewart is alive,
and I bdave not heard c¢f him for years, I am the only member of
the committee left. Stewart, when I last heard of him, was in

a soldier's home, I think in Virginia. Fe was a peculiar man

and would argue with a signboard as the saying goes.

I have always thought the church made 2 mistake in
excluding him. He had acted as a pall bearer at the funeral of
James orlsoh, v?o died of small pox., The doctor has advised
the cnrxlerv to take a drink of whlqhey. Sam complied and like
otlier weak mortals repeated the dose mntil he becanme drunk.

Themw he proved himself an ugly man and became profane. Green
heard him cursing and brought the case ee?ore the chureh. Stewart
and hie family then went to St., James the Tes

The ehurch will entertain the Torthwe e+ Baptist Boclial
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Union on the 1l7th, when a dinner that couldn't be bought in a
reataunant for half a dollar will be served for 20 cents. As a
chureh we have & reputation of giving the best dinners of any
in the Union. Hoping you are well and with respects of the
family, I am,
Sincerely yours,

- -

November 12th 1914,
Dear James,
Your highly interesting letter came in time for

the breakfast table yesterday morning. I have often wondered ag
to what became of the Ffmith girls; Peep and Belle, and their
brother, Bill, I always had a high regard for the young ladies,
one of whom , Belle, I helieve, lost one of her legs, by being
run over on the old Nprristown Railroad. I never had but a
speaking acquaintance with either. Uy wife knew Belle and often
spoke of the sad accident. Her sister Sallie Shoemaker (Shronk's
wife's sister) was one time a "flame" of llichael Arnold, Jr.
The Shoemakers lived on llain street, llanayunk, and were nelgha
bors of the Somers family, whose home occupied the site of the
Reading Railway!s 'passenger station. Lew Borquin and liike
Arnolé used to trarp to Manayunk together, Lew married liss
Somers, and in after years had to keep his wife'g mother and
two sisters., At the time I worked for John H. Richard, the
French artist. Mrs. Somers and daugliters rented part of his
house. What became of Lew? I heard that he was in the law book
bus iness on Walnut street, and had gone through moet of his
geister, Crace Town's,money before she died., You remember (race
with the bright black eyes and pretty curly head. She married
Colonel Gus Town during the Civil War, through corresponding in
compliance to & request published in the Waverly llagazine. They
met ond married while he was home on a furlough. He returned and
wag killed ewon after re-~joining his regiment. Sallie Shoemaker's
father and mother were very strict Ifetiodists and they objected
to a son of a hotel keeper calling on their daughter. There is a
gtory about a ring which may interest you. Sallie Shoemaker
had:ia gold ring with a red stone setting. Arnold took it off
her finger one night. On another night while at your house, your
gister got the ring from him, She placed it on & bureau in her
home. Harry fpund it there the next day and slipped it on his
finger. One evening he loaned the ring to me and we vent into
swim in the Schuylkill, at the Iaboratory Vharf. While in the
water the ring slipped from my finger and I suppose is still
lying on the bottorm of the river. I married the sister of the
first wearer of the ring, and who was the original owmer, she
having loaned it to her sister shortly before Arnold borrowed
it, The whole affair has always seemed to me a strange @0inéid-
ence.

One of my first recollections of Bill Smith was when I
first went © the Forest School (Breck Schovl) One day after
the summer vacation I saw & large pear on one of the trees in
the lot above the school grounds. I c¢limbed the tree and brought
the pear down. “howing it to some of the boys, Bill came along
and offered me a cent for the pear. I dfdn't want to part
with it, neither did I like to refuse him, e he got the pear
and I got the Lbig copper cent.

The churech, at my suggestion last night, decided to
invite Dr, Humpstone to be present on Sunday morning, December
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27th, which is the nearest Sunday to the date of his baptism on
December 24th 1864, Dr, Seacsholes and you were appointed a
committee to get him fto come, .- His sister lrs. Lorenzo Goshow
of Roxborough will also be asked to be present. I would like to
learn sg early as possible sliould be decicde to come, so as to
give notice in the daily and local papers, as I shall consider
myself a committee on publication. The morning service I presume
will be given over to the distinguished celebrant with congratu.
latory re-arke frem the pastor, Yourself and ot.ers.

Dr. Eaton, ¢f lladison Sqauvare Chureh, lectured on
Tuesdeymight in the Torth 3ranch Y. M, C., 5. Building, at
10th street and lLehigh avenueg on "The aking of a Man", I was
not there but I had a talk with him on the phone after the
ledture. The churkhes in this viecinity including Lehigh Avenue
Baptist , Dr, Spencer's church, had formed a church federation
lyceun, to provide emtertainments for the young people, to draw
away from the "bleood and thunder" movies and vaudeville shows.
Dr, Faton's lecture was the first of a series to be given during
the fall and winter. It looks as though the Germans still have
the best of the Great War, and that there are some gigantic
liara following the Frerich and Bnglish armies. One can gecarcely
believe anything printed about the war, Hoping you =re wll, I
am sticking to my toddy, and feel it is helping me, but it is
anything but agreeable to take. Wiih regards of the family, I
am, sincerely yours,

R. R, SHROXNK.

- -

Yovernber 10th 1914.
Dear James,

I had your highly interesting letter, at the breake
faget table yesterdsy morning. It found me feeling pretty well
again., This is one of the gloomiest Sundays I have known for a
long time. The rain is welcome fo the faxriers in the ccocuntry, who
have had to drive their horses and cattle long distances to
water, but here in the city, one scon gets a plenty of it. The
day 1ig so dark that lighte had to be 1lit in the chureh this morn-
ing, Perhaps after the pools, oreeks and wells are filled we may
have somz more seasonable weather, While I enjoy hot weather
and would like to live where the temperature would never reach
the freezing point, it is unressonable this time of the year, I
have just hod to light a light to see to continue writing, as
a dark cloud made it impossible for me to see the point of the
pen. There were very few out to church this morning, the rain
affording a splendid excuse for many to stay home. The Morihwest
Baptist Social Union, will hold its annual autumn meeting in
our churech on Tuesday afternoon and evening. Suppsr will be
served at 20 cents a plate, Binkin , who takes a warm interest
in the Union and represents the church in it, anmounced this
morning that the committee needs $10 to pay for the provisions
for the supper, which looks as though the patrons are to get
more than their money's worth.

Preparations for the Billy Sunday campaign will be
discussed. I have no objection to people taking part in this
spectacular evangelism, and hope they may me spurred up to
teking a more active part in the regular services of the church.
Ag to the converts I fear it will be a repetition of the old,
old story, in few of them becoming members of Baptist churches.
I, personally, so0 not approve of union revival meetings. Qur
own little church never prospered more than it did undasr
Richards, Watkinson, Clark, or Chesshire, all of whom preached
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the ftruth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, and
excited the opposition of other denominations.

The choir has preempted Thanksgiving evening, by announcing
a musicale for that night in the church.

Have you read the report of the Philadelphia Association's
committee on Unification of Baptist Work, published in this week's
Commonwealth? It is to be voted on at a special meetings of the
Association to be held Thursday night, Wovehber 19th, in the
llemorial Church,Broad and llas ter streets. I have read part of
the report. The plan, of adopted, and I question the right of the
Association to adopt it, will make great changes in Baptist
Church government. In my estimation it will place the varied
activities of the churéh in a position to control the church, in
place of thne church controlling then, I also fear that the
clergymen are having too much to say regarding the churches, whomn
they are palid fo serve, and not to control. Dr. J. Wheaton Smith
used to say that he feared the church was getting to have too
many legs and arms. Nothing in my mind would increase the
efficiency of the church more than for the members to live up
to the covenent, and regularly attend the prayer and other
services, The strength of the church nmust go from the center
to the circumference, to be of lasting good. Arother thing: I
am skeptical about is the Association's right to legislate
laws or rules to goverm the church. Originally the Association
was formed Tor mutual engouragement of the struggling churches.
That, however, was before the day of so many societies with
their well paid secretaries. One of the most interesting
Teatures of the annual meetings was the reading of the letters
from the different churchs, Of recent years it has been found
that too much time was taken up in reading the letters, con-
sequently that interesting part of the prgram was dispensed
with, as were the morning sessions of the Association, Centralize
the churches, and a commission can do all the work, except
contributing the cash, whiahi will be laft %o the churches to
do, according to the sums required by the budget sent out by
those in control. What the result of the special meeting will
be we will have to wait and see,

Edwin Singer is suffering from another spell of heart
ailment, and was unable to be out this morningz. He suffers a
great deal, and I am afraid he iz mome too careful with his
eating, (Binger livsd about ten years longer than Shronk). I
will cease my growling and subseribe myself,

Yours sincerely,

R. R. SHROIK.

Novenber 22nd 1914,

Dear James,
o Wase much interested in your letter, which I had

at the break¥fast table yesterday , as to the ciﬁbash, whieh we
used to call callow-bash, The Century Dictionary gives illus-
trations of the way the hard shell is carved. Your mother called
them properly as gourds. I used to like to drink out of one that
used to hang by the old home pump. I cannot, however, agree
to you rattling your braims, as one used to rattle the seeds in
the hollow calabash,

I have never known a prauclier whom I more enjoyed listen-
ing tothan J. Wheaton Smith, and I'1]l never foriet the merciless
way in which he bombarded William Humps tone with questions, the
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day he was before the council for ordination, or how Humpstone
replied with Seriptural quesations, Yes, I remember the old
sorrel horse and rather delapidated carriage in which Dri Smith
used to ride.

I had rather a peculiar experience one Sundau evening in
thie Temple Baptist Church, 22nd and "doga streets. I think it
was in 1887. I Xeard Dryv Smith preach in the morning in our chwreh
and saw him drive away after the service. It was understood he
was to preach again in the evening, =8 he did. Upon reaching
home I was told that it was anmnounced that he was present to
preach that evening in the Temple Church, I concluded to go
hear him. When I reached the church every seat was filled but a
few near the door., One of these I occupied.

John 1i, Evans, whom I think you know, who was a great
singer,stepped to the platform, and stated that the commi ttee
had made a mistake in announcing Dr. Smith and being too ,late
to get another preacher, they would have a service of prayex
and siging. He announced a hymn, read a selection of Scripture
and then gaid, "We are not as badly off as I supposed. I see
Brother -8hronk sitting near the door, and I know he will help
us out with an address®, As I walked up the aisle there came
to my mind & sermon which lir, Paddleford had preached when he
was a candidate in our churéh, at the time Dr. Stidham was
first called. The sermaon was on the text "What Think Ye of
Chirist?" It came to me as plain as though written in a book.

I told the congregation of the sermon, impreéssing itself upon
me and that I would repeat it. I was highly complimented after
the service on having such a memory, but it was not a case of
memory it, was more of inspiration, for I could not have re-
peated the recital. I heard Dr? Smith preach his sermon on
"The Vast Undone", one morning in our chiureh and heard him
repeat it a few Sundays later in the Temple Chureh. I printed
& synopeis of it in the Weekly Guide, which I then edited

and have it somewhere in the housé. I attended the adjourned,
or special meeting, of the Philadelphia Asscciastion, in the
Memorial Church, and was the only messenger from our church.
There were 31 churches reprassented beside the Tive from the
Worth Philadelphia Association. The report of the Committee

on Unification of Baptist Work was adopted afger some important
amendments to the recommendations were made. It was deemed
advisable to merge the City Mission and the Permanent Advisory
Couneil because of the former being incorporated, andiholding
a'numbexr of endowments, so it was decided to from an organization.

Your will find, I think, a full report in this week's
Commonwealth, I fear the whole thing will be found to be
impraticable. Whatever is done will have to be ratified by
the individual churches and other organizations interested.

I found Dr. Rowland to be a very careful legislator, and feel
thet with such men any movement would be safe. And yet I cannot
help but feel that the only real solution to the problem is in
each chureh and individual member living up to the covenant
vows, and the teaching of Christ. What is wanted is an earnest
contending for the faith once delivered to the saints".

Dr., Seasholes preaclizd a fine Thanksgiving sermon this
morning in which he compared President Wilson with Washington.
T think he is a little too much stuck on Wilson. There will
be the usual Union Thanksgiving service on Thurdday. It will
be held in the (Falls) Nethodist Chureoh, and the Rev. Samuel
We Bteckel, the new pasior of the Presbyteridn Church will
preach the ssrmon.

Everything here is Billy Sunday. A little tco much for
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my indiviaul belief and I am sorry Dr., Seasholes is so
enthuslagtie. In the Chronicle T will mail you tomorrow is a
little poem an the-first page "A Robin's Song" , whiech I think
you will appreciate. I do not know who wrote it, bat its
sentiment is fine.

I leareed last evening while calling on Irs. Wieand and
her sister Elizabeth Peltz, that Rebececa Uhler is trying to get
into a home in West Philzdelphia. I was under the impression she
was pretity well to do, and am sorry I was mistaken, Ify ink is
bad, which accounts for the blurred writing. With best wishes

e

Y

Sincerely yours,
R. R, SHROJK,

Hovenber 29th 1914,
Dear James,

I missed your usual letter at the breakfast table
yesterday morninge. Hope nc illness or any other unpleasant
thing prevented you from writing. I know of nothing that gives
ne more enjoyment than the correspondence we have heen holding
withh each other. You are the ondy one to whom I write regue
larly and there are but few to whom I occasionally saribble
off a letter, As we get on in years the humber of our friends
grow smeller and smaller, and with me, as I suppose it is with
others, new friends are not easily made, and those friendbhips
formed later in life do not seem as close s those of our
earlier days, We had a splendid Thanksgiving Day here in Phila-
delphia. The weather was fine., I diid not go ¢ver the the Union
services in the morning and most of the day I spent at home.

You do not know how great a thing a telephone is in the
home of a reporter. I sgt at my desk, called up the various
fraternal homes, and other institutions in which the day was
observed, thus getting all the news desired, without the
trouble, time or expense of visiting each place.

The musicale given by the choir in our church in the
evening was & success, I am told, The Falls, like others parts
of the eity, Is much taken up by the Billy Bunday revivzl
campaign, I must be an old fosasil, or a back number, for I
cannot get up any personal interesst in the movement., It secenms
to me to have too much men in it. I will, however, do nothing
to dampen the enthusiasm of those interested. The Falls has
been parceled outcintensections, by someone I do not know.

Eoch church has been assigned a section in which to conduct
prayer meetings on Tuesdays and Thursday nightsa, during Decembmr.
Sunday's services will be begin in Januery, in the frame taber-
nacle now erected at Vine and 19th streets,

iirs, Christina Whalley, one of the oldest members of
our echurech, and a cousin of mine, is very ill at her home on
3%th street, near Sunnyside avenue, Her mother was a sister of
my father, and was the first Shronk known to marry an Irishkman,
Only one of his four children followed him in being a @Gatholic.

Hoping you are in good health, as this leaves me, and
with regards of the family, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Re R. SHROWK.
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December 6th 1914.

Dear Jamesg,

Iy Cousin Christiana Vhalley passed away last night.
I called at the house yesterday afternoon, but found her uncons-
cious, in which conditiion she had been since Vednesday. The
funeral services will be held in the church on Tuesday after-
noon, at two o'clock.

Chrigtiana would have been 84 years old, had she liwed
until Christmas eve. Her husband, Thomas Vhalley died 33 years
ago, end of her four children Thomas is the only one living, and
he has always been good and kind to his mother, As the funeral
will be on Tuesday afternoon, I fear I will be unable to attend
as I have to report personally at the Ledger office every Tues-
day afternoon.

We are having 8 repular old-fashioned mortheast storn,
which I suppose you feel more in New York than we do here, prow
vided you got back from that long deferred vieit to your cousin.

I would like very much to know what she thought of your
corning after having kept the invitation 53 years, It seems to
me that a brilliant suthor could Bhild a eplendid story on the
indident.

It is a good thing the meal you were invited to at the
time was not kept till your arrived, for it might have become
somewhat stale.,

Considering the weather we had a good attendance at
church this morning; more than sixty took communion. Three wezre
added , 2 man and his wife, from Germantowm, by lettter, z=nd s
man by experience. MNeither lMrs. Wieand, nor her sister Elizabeth
Peltz ventured out in the storm, and I do not blame them. I
would stay indoors tonight if I could, but I guess the outing
will not hurt me., Hoping you are well, and that you had a
delightful visit, and with regards of the family, I am

Sincerely yours,

R. R. SHRO:K.

-

December 14th 1914,

Dear James,

Your letter of yesterday made my breakfast all the
more enjoyable this morning. I will gladly aid you in springing
a surprise on the church in getting the Empire chairs from the
Philadelphia Art Galleries. 3

As I could not get to the city podayyIiphoned the
manager and told him I had an order from liy. John A. Patton
for the chairs, and asked him to hold them 11l I sent for thenm.
He said he would hold them but would deliver them to no one
without an order from lr, Swartz, as well as Mr, Patiton. I shall
call there tomorrow, show him your letter, which ought to serve
ag an order. He suggested that I had better not négage an ordinary
exprece mancas the chairs are too valuable, I think I ean get
a storage house keeper to tske them to the church. The chairs
will, 1 believe, do very well, one of each side of the communion
table, tn front of the pulpit platform, and I feet sure the
gift will be appreciated.

Your sisfer's piano was placed on the lower platform
yeoterday to make room for the crowd expected to attend the
patriotic serbice in the evening. The heavy downpéurcef rain
kept the most of the Patriotic Sons of America away, but enocugh
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peme to fill the centre pews,

The ser¥lce was 2 grand success. John MMilligan, of the
Chronicle, told me this afternoon that he didn't see how a little
church could support such an able preacher as Dr. Seasholes, whon
he heard at last night's service for the first time,

Dr, Seasholes preached in the mordaing on "The lMountain
of Transfiguration®", in which he said the dlsciples Peter, James
and John did not see Jesus; that His mother nor any otker qortal
ever saw Him. They only the man. The thought is, I think, a
go0¢ cn* and helps to i ve sone of the mysteries of Clriﬂ*'
wonde Ul life. b 1t read the leaflet of the Presbyw
terian Chureh, but will, tomight.

You failed to tell me anything about your visit to your
cousin in Reading, who=x you expected to visit after a fi’ty years'
old invitation. I hope she enjoyed yowr coming, even though you
kept her waiting so long.

I had a special in y‘_ts day's Record, which may interest
you and I enclose a clipping. I got ﬁl facts of Hugh Scott's
election bet from my father, who was one of Beott's warmest
friends,

Hoping you are well, and with regards of the houseliold,

I am
Sincerely yours,
R. R, SHROIXK,
December 15th 1914,
Dear Janmes,
- - -y - L
he handsome ¥mpire chiyrs are standing , one at
each =nd of your sister's piano ®hich still occupies the centre
of tlie lower platform in the churclh,
I call=d this afternoon at the Philadelphis Art CGalleries
and presented your 1:‘tt6“ and v, Patton's order, which were
1€ 1m

accepted. 1 akked tI an in charge of he could recormend anyone
to convey the chair the chwroh, He called a colored man named
‘aghington, wlho gald e would do the Jjob for two dollars. I engaged
him, thinking I could not get a mover cheaper. I met him at
the Falls police station, and had him drive to the church: I
went to the parsonage for the church kxey and Dr. Seasholes
and his son, Lyon, went with me in the church,
The chairs harmonize grandly with the pulpit and I feel

sure your ghft will bhe highly appreclated., Dr. Seasholes is
greatly pleased and said he would write and express his persoml
eppreciation. I am anxious to lnmow what Singer wi!l think when
he sees the chairs, I was only too glad to carry out your wishes.,
Fnclosed is 2 slip Vashington gave me as a receipt for the
expressage.

- g

December 20th 1914,
Dealr James,
Had you beeén present 2t the gervices this morning, I
feel sure Jou would been pleased by the way the beautfful Empire
chalre were admired by the entire congregetion., After the bene=
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diction had been pronounced the men and women went forward to
look 2t your genercous gift. They fit as though m=de expressly
for the positions they occupy. I suggested to I'rg* Seashgoles
that the Kin's Daughters make coverings for the chairs and
ghe sald she had thought of the same thing, and would see that
the suggestion was carried out. Your letter of Wednesday with
check for {2 for express on the chairs came to me on Thursdaye.
Ir, Seasholes announced your gift from the pulpit. He also
stated that the James 8, Swartz Bible Class had placed a
brilliant electriec lamp in front of the entrance to the church.
It was also announced that g special anniversary service will be
held in commenmoratiocn of the baptism of Dr. Jolnn Humpsténe, and
that a letter from Dr. Humpstone will be read on that occasion.
I presume his sister, 1rs.(Lorenzoc)Goshow, of Roxborough, who was
baptized the same night will be present. The churech , at the
December busihess meeting, decided to arrange an 0ld Home fervice,
to be held on Sunday lMarch 21, 1915, your birthday, in celea
bration od the 83rd anniversary of the opening of the Lecture
Room, and to {iry and have Dr., Humpstone present on that ocecasion,
with ag many other old time members as possible. Of course you
will be included. I had rather a painful experience last evening,
by falling down on an icy pavement. I went down pretty heavily
on my right hip and elbow, bruising both., I felt wery thankful
1t was no worse, While a little sore today, it dces not interfere
with my getting about.

Adanm ITettinger will leave on Tuesday for Zanford,
Florida, to spend the winter with his son John X., and fzmily.
Tucky isn'4 it that he can get awgy from Jack Frost? I am still
wendering how your Reading cosuin received you after waiting so
long to comply with her invitation.

' Hoping this will fdnd you in good health, and with regards
of the household, I an
Bincerely yours,

R. R. SHROIE.

December 27th 1914,
Dear James,

Thanks for the very pretty Christmze card. Splendid
idea and wigh I could hawe seen some like them inedead of
dependinz on the ordinary sort on sale in the stores here.

I h'd &8 very quiet, but pleasant day with just enough ¥

work to keep me awake,

I see thet John Humpstone was baptibzed on Christmas .
night, ineatd of on Christmes eve. Christmas came on Sunday in

1864. Ve had a very pleasant service this morning in commemoration

of the 50th anniversary of his baptiem. His sister Blizabeth

Goshow and her husband (Loremzo, not Alenzo, as Shronk insists

on c¢alling him) of Manayunk were present., Dr, Seasholes read a

short letter from Dr, Humpstone regreting his inability to be

present, and preached one of the strongest baptist sermons I

have ever heard for a long while, He based his text on Sanuel

being chosen of God, and after telling of the Humpstone family
coming to the Fallsl of Chesshire taking John and Yrs. Swartz
caring for Elizabeth, be spoke of John's choice of the modes

' of baptiem, of his education , his pastorates, and his great
modesty. It harpened that the boiler of the steam heater in

the lletliodiet Church burat last night, and having no way of

heating the building,services had to be dispensed with; wuite

a number of the dear Methodist brethern were present and heard

the sernon and Ir. Seasholes! offer to nail up the baptistry if
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anyone would show him a Seriptural proof that immersion is not
the only baptism. Dr, Seasholes announced that z2n effort will
be made to have Dr, Humpstone with us in the 0ld Home Day serwvice
to be held on rarch 21si, which will be the 63rd anniversary of
the opening of the Lecture Room, I hope you will be present for
the occasion will have a triple significance to you. The opening
of the Lecture Roor, your birthday, and the anniversary of your
baptisn,

Ir, Walker; who was baptized the same night] will likely
be invited to be presents

To rode to and from chureh thig morning with rs. Wieand.
fhe and her sister Tlizabeth Pelte, each received a Christmas
card from you and they were highly appreciated.

We are having an old fashioned win ter as far as cold is
concerned, The Wissahickon and the Schuylkill are frozen over
affording splendid skating to lovers of that winter sport; most
people like the weather but I prefer straw hat temperature, when
I can slt on the porch and enjoy my pipe without annoying anyone.

Hoping you had a pleasant Christmas and that you may have
a happy and prosperous New Year, and that this may find you in
good health, as it leaves me and the household, I an,

Sincerely Yours,

R. EB. SHRONK.

December 31lst 1934.

Dear Janes, ,
Tils being the last chance I'l have to write this

year I deckded to enbrace it by answering your letter of

yesterday which I had at the breskfast table. I did not think

you had Dbeen all thos 50 years in complying to your cousin's

invitation to call on her in Reading, but the preservation of

the letter so ,longa hile must have pleased her.

I woner whether I am not differently constituted from
rost people in so car as caring for cousins is concerned., I
have never had one that I caresd to visit, except in time of
gikness or trouble. I have always had more of a feeling of
friendship than of love, for my relatives. Perhaps it is a
family peculiarity but I often wiesh there had been a2 closer
feel ing than has existed. :

The noteiss you read in the Cormonwealth and Chroniecle
were from the same pen. Our 1little chureh would not receive
80 much mention if it depended uron the pastors. Whenever there
is sometiiing which I think worth mentioning, I serateh it off
and mail It to the edio#r, ahd always find pleasureiin doing
80,

In last week's Chromicle I had a little account of the
old time lethodist protracted meetings, in whick I mentioned the
1lls and larleys, and that Azxmt Ann larley Short was the only
survivor: of the little band of workers. I mailed a edpy of the
paper to her address, 1931 Pauphin street,yesterday, and I
recelved a letter from her sone-in-law, DR. H. H. Iaubach, informing
me that Ies., Short died December 20th of last year. The notice
he said, wasg highly appreciated by hie wife and her sister.

Lest week {the church decided to postpone the Vednesday
evening service till tonight, to hold it in connection with the
Yatcﬁ Night Service. I went to the Temple prayer service, at 22nd
and Tioga streets, lag+ evening,

and for the Tirst time haq the
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