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| Cent tyom Records of

ﬂ? Franklin Debating Society
| Back' in the era when literary so-
e igtios ﬂourk&hed tha I-‘raukiln ler _

: ua 11 was  first cal]ud was |
mlrai:'v the besi kuown of such
p1 ulﬂmtlnm in  Germantown, It

yas metive: from 1825 until 1870, and
§t different  times included in its!
memhels 1{1 men whe hecome prom- |
ment in the affairs of Germantown.

B Moat of its members wers rml-[
flents of the upper part of Geéerman-
oWt or of Mount Alry. The region|
mround Cermantown avenne and|
IH7artter stroet was once known as |
bFﬂmanvillc

! For a dozen years the library urn
tiie Site and Relic Society has had
some of the early minute books of}
Jthe Franklin Soclety and also some
Dbooks from the Soclety's library,
iliese having been acquived threugh
®dwin €. Jellett. These Tecords,

however, go back mo further than
(1830, '
| WNow a manuscript volume that

|gheds tomeo lght on the first five |
years of the Franklin Soclety's ex-
r’fmcn has been given to the Site
mmuc Society, Victor Paul turn-
fed tower the old book to Alfred C.
Gillson, ona of the directors of the
iely, It came Into Mr. Paul's pos-
segsian following the recent death of
; _st-ar,

I hmﬁl vontaing carefully copied
papers and poems which
.del,iya'red at meetings of the
lin| Debating Soelety from
until 1830 .

nithis data it is gleaned that |
fety was organized in Sep-
1826, A constitulion was ad-
at a meeting held in the
L- unt Airy School House Novembar
1825, elght persons Dleing pres-

erwards some meelings were
‘&t the “counting house” of P.
1. Leibert. Then the Society
somstimes met at the homes of mem-

(st president; i
‘[‘.&inﬁ hiz valedic aaddrem d 3
ared April 17, 1830. :

The membership at difterent times
comprised Peter ‘Buddy, Michael
Riter, Edward H. Bonsall. William
It. Patterson, (éorfe Homan,
Jeremiah Paul, John' 0,
Naaman Keyser,
Solomon_ Geigle, William Eberle, S,
V. Rex, F. 'W. Bockius, H. . Paul,
J. Torry, Jr, Joseph Paul, Charles
Gorzas, Thomas Meehan, Frederick
Emhardi, Samuel Paunl, Charles H.
Miller, Joseph Meechan. Samuel Gra-
ver and John Savage,

The book contains numerous com-
positions by Ddward H. Bonsall, who
was president for several Lerms. Mr.
Bonsall was the first president of
Yhiladelphia, Germantown and Nor-
ristown Railroad Company, organiz
ed in 1831,

His grandson is Edward H, Bou-
sall, vice president of the Land
Title Company, who Las been muech
interested in this old book and has
had photostat copies made of some
of the compositions of
father.

Humorous Account of
the Founding of the Society

Most of the mafler copied into
the book econsists of essays upon
abstruse topics and long sentimen-
‘tal poems, But there are also oc-
casional bits of humor, showing that
the vouthful debaters did not take
ihemselves too seriously. Here is an
@cconnt of “The Rise and Establish-
tmem of the Franklin Debating So-
TI“U =
f = It came to pass in the first
~ear of John, who was surnamed
‘Quiney Adams, the chielf ruler of
the land, that certain of the men of
Germantown

¢ "2 (Even that town ol mizhty

flength, whese houses [ollow each

[ other as do the humps on the back

1 Of the sea serpent) communed with
wach other and sald:

“3. Why rest wo in idlenoess,
Ling that ignorance covereth
Lpeople gnd gross ignorance the mul-
ititude as with a garment,

Bk Let us arise therefore and call

SO I_
the |

Chapman, |
John Bringhurst,

his grand-

]

A

g4 conzregation of the people togeth-
‘er o devise means for the support |
oL the cause of learning, that we|
guay thereby build unto ourselvee a

tately fabric of renown and became
stnamenis to the land of our lmli?“

6. And, lo! A‘l.lgllsh',s & man M
versed fn all the m of

ha ftants of mmyhm
B Know ye mtm&tammdwﬁ
of kuowledge is like unto the mole
the earth, which groveleth in the
«dark and knoweth not whlthsr kl
soeth? 1
“90. It is like unto the wild
which §8 desolate and to the
and uncultivated field which
duceth nothing but briars
thorns; for the thoughts and in-
tents thereof are evil continually. 2
“10. And behold, what is the arm
of one man against a host, or the
might of one against many! In union
of afforts there {8 strength. e
“11. Arise, therefore, and gird on "
your armor; be courageous, for Ig-
norance must he foiled in battle and

intellectual improvement must 'Eri-.
umph and establish itself through
vietory. i

“12. 5o they hearkemed dilizentiy
unto the words which he spake HI
lo them. :

“13. Albelt, "in process of time,
|they removed from the house "'
William wunto the house of Georzed
jaud from thence to the houBe of
|Jacob, wherein he imparted (86 the
youth the rudiments 6f learning.

“14. And behold. 55 they ponderedy
on the exhortation of Augus i
seemed good in their eyes
chose Johm, even he wt\oudeﬁﬁe
the cedars of Delaware and the 1ofty
hemlock of Nor llnmptﬁu to he e‘h:ie

r,ﬂl.'ht or judge, b
And they made Samuele i
::ml I\aler wis appointed ruler 4

the trsasury $

“19. Now the surname of Pates
was Bechtel, which being interpreted
signifieth a snbsiance having adhess
‘lom, and the money which came inlo
lils hands departed not tlisuca hurﬂ
by an order from the chiaf rabbi,

"17. The  establishment of {his
congregation wae in the month of
Mavember, which is the elevenll
month.  And lo! it flourisheth eve
nuto this day.

“18, Now the rest of Lhe procecis
Ings of this congrezation and how
fbc peaple waxed yaliunt in the pur
#ult of knowledga, are they mot re-
corded in the book of the scribe af'
the econgregation.”

This clever parody of Seriptural
phraseology was sighed “Moses.”

. Most of the compositions in the,

K are signed by nom-de-plumes,|

ximz locse in the Jbaok is a dittle]
l\;lw Of paper wlnc iéantiﬁes some
A the writers., g
"Mﬁs" was Ed
{Other pen names B

M“Mm timer" .




MO i ; ; .‘ ﬂ.l?:gj'llead :
~ Other writers dare identified as |
lows: “Juno,” P. Lelhert; “Amic

G: Hofiman, and “Boiivir," 8. '

—_—— -

Girls Cause Concern b 4
Among the Bachelors

Ancther hit of humor iu the rec’
ord relates to what purports to have
heen an attempt by the girls 't

into the Franklin Sociely;
This fs in the form of minutes of

"a large and respectable meeting of
e female acqualntances of the
embers.” i
This meeting adopted a memorial
or presentation to the society. h%{
emonstrance was evoked from “the
‘male inhabitants” It set forth that|
‘e women were already skilled in
(the art of debating and that the
‘men suffered enongh from such fl'(‘.hl
bates at home without having to
endure them in thelr meetings,
I Another amuging feature was the
ftemporary convergion of the Soclety
nte the Honorable Fraternity of 'the
Free and Accepted Bachelors of
Germantown.
' This trapsformation, it appears,’
f#as brought about because It was
fdeared an effort would be made in
the State Legislature to remove the
t from dogs and place it upon
hachelors.
[ Theve were learned discussions at
Zeveral meelings of the privileges,
and the \woes af bachelorhood. '
| That the members might be less
subjected to the wiles of the other
sex. It Was rosolved to create a
fund “for the support of the
sperannuated old maids of German-
town." |
Later on a commitiee wae ap.
pointed to take a census of the “old!
maids” of Germantown, So far as|
the book shows, the committes never
cempleted its work, '

— —
.

Liggrarjy Arts
‘No Longer a Recreation

1t is almost impossible Lo con-
ceive of vouths of today amusing
‘themselves with literary recreations
of this kind, The arts of literature
¢ relegated to he women's clubs.
Bven in the schools literary accom-
‘Blishments seem to be regerded as
more ornamental than useful.
* The result is that today it would

be difficult to gather together @,

yoﬁtﬁa of & cent
ago <id not have anything lik he
educational advantazes of the vouth
of today. v

,&A?AA— - K& . 24/ ?27
| T T Calla=

Miffin Street & /27
Named for Thomas Miffiin, presiy
dent of theé Supreme Executi
Cotmcil, November 5, 1788, {o Deceny
ber 20, 1790, 1 :
First. Governer of Pennsylvanii
tnder Constitution of 1790, serving
from December 21, 1790, 16 Decemd
ber 17. 1799. Miffin, who was de-
scended -from one of the oldest selq
tlers in the State, during' the warl
wag @ brigadier general in com-
mand ol the Pennsylvania ‘troops.

B Mt J; 19-1728
' Men and Things

: !
The Story of *‘Sweet Briar'’, Now in |
Process of Restoration, “Traced
Back to the Original Patent
From William Penn

WERT AR'S restoratiog, to
o ) Which the Junior League bas dedi-
.. cated ita efforts, will be an embel-
lishment of Fairmount in proper se-
quenee {o the restoration  of “"Mount
Fleasant” the Macpherson Mansion,
[acrogs the river, the first link of the
Colonial chain, which Mr. Fiske Kim-.
ball has worked for sinee ho came Lo
Philadelphia as Director of the Penn-
sylvania Museum. Mr. Willinm M. Hor-
nor, Jr, makes u timely contribution in
# eareful tracing of this propeity,
Eamuel Breck, writing In hﬁl"-ihml—
foctions” under date of January 17,
1830, states that his “residence has been,
‘when &t home with my family, where it
now is, for more than thirfy years, be-|
ing on an estate helonging to me, slis
uated on the right bank of the Sehuyl
leitl, i the township of Hloekley, county
of Philadelphia, and two miles from the
western part of city. The mansion on
this estate T builk in 1707, Tt is a fine
stone house, rough east, fifty-three feet

| and Minor st wi

long, fthirty-eight' bread, and thres
!bﬂl‘i@l high, having out-bui of
eﬂl}i kind suitable for elegance and
comfort. The prospget consisis of the
river, animated by its great trade cars
viegd on in boats of about thirty tons,
druwn by horses: of a benutiful slup-
lawn, ‘terminating at that river,
negrly four i

he portic

fine benring. The garden has
n conald_e_rﬂﬂo expense, and m
tain, ineluding the plant ya
shrubbery, about two acres,
house and through pleasura g
we saw many fiue Weyrmouth

fl’in{pa stroh;f?, thp Whia, the Ti
drom, the Aver, the Lalanth
planted by Mr, B

ugo, and of course
shade, Mr, Breck has
lish Oak of about the same age, raised
by bim from an acorn taken from a free
imported, ns he thinks, by the Iate Wil-
linm Hamilten, of the Woodlands—it
thriveés well. Mr. Breck has taken con-
siderable pains with a ledge of white
hawthorn (Creataegius), whick be pluni-
ed in 1810, and caused to be plashed,
slalked, and dressed last spring bt wo!
Kinglishmen, who understood the
ness well, Yeb he npprebends (he whiole:
of the plants will graduglly decaw and
oblige Lim to substitute a post andyai

fence, Mmost every attempt to caib-
vate & live fonce in the neighborlood of
Philadelphia seemy to have failed. The

folinge disappenys in August, and the
plant itzell is ghort lived in our elimate,™

By the rear 1838, the owner notioed |
the prevalence of fover and ague, induc-|
ed #s he states, “hy the building of 111?
dam at the city waterworks.” At this

r time he sold te William

Public Works 8. Torr {or ten thou-
Tofringe on  sand dollags his man-|
the Old Estate sion nnd the entire
tract, reduced “by rea-
gon of the increase and extension of!
the Publie Improvements on the said
River,” to twenty-nine nnd a half seres
a:ﬂ twenty-three perehes, “Wxcepting
and Regevciug . . . . the free and unin-
terrapted use, right, liberty and privi-
lege of the said Tow Path at all tines
herenfter forever” which had been
gmnrfd to the “President, Managers,
and Compapy of the Sehuylkill Naviga-
tion Company® . = 1
In 1847, Worr is desor ag a8 mor-
|chant at 12 §, Front _liis home in
Mantua Village: and o 1855 he is list-
ed na the proprioter of the Sweet Briar
Ice Company, at the N, ¥. corner of 6l
A " residence ab
Sweet Driar Fasm,  Torr held {he
property until am when he conveyed-

Lit to the Tairmeuut Park Commission-
cers, - The tract, ntersected by the June-
tion (Tennsylvania) Rai ended
from the River to. fg v .
proximutely on a

415t st. :

One of the fis
{Park put the hs
\Henry Eggoling |
rarrousells  and 9
jchildren’s sportss
(“Thivd Avnual Re
sloners of Fuitm
which further stutds’
piazaa was built of
some of the ro
| restatirant for
in the rear

ilroud,




y is known. el
patent was dated 1
asth of the 4th month, 1654, William
n, Proprietor of Dennsylva
ating to Puatrick Robinson, *a ¢
 Mract of Land in the said Countie
ealled Peterstony sitoated on the River
Skuailkill.! This was recorded iu the
Patent office at Philadelphia on the
12th of the Hth month, 1654, “Procsﬁ-‘
ing upon a Deed of Sale thereof in the
8d, Patrick Robingon und by Virfog
of an Awpxignment there of indorsed on
| the 8d. Patent granted by the Sd. Pat-|
rick Hobinson” to “‘Thomas Musters.
the Town and County of Philadelp

in the Pravinea of DPennsilvania in
Americn, Carpenter'’ the whole with
“appertenances” on the 12th of the
TTenth Month, 1687-8. e
CWilligm Orion  regided in or nent
Mareus Hoole s early as 1676, and held
{ho bffice of  Constuble, In 1680, he

pland Court. In 1681, togeiler with
William Warner and others, Orvion pur-

the Indians, for three humdred and
thirty-five gnilders, ITis name is Swed-
ish, and as it suddenly disap
all records, may have suffered a corrup-
| tion that venders its identity with any
| existing loeal name doubtiul.

1701, wps an important man in_ the
Calony—a Member -of Louncil. Clerk
of the Provincial Courf, and Eegister
ol Wills. g
Masters, who may
| Thomas Masters, the wealthy merchant,
Mayor of Philadelpbia, and influontial
{citizen, sold on the “fwentiéth day of
the fourth mon, June Anuno Dam
11691, the entire proparty with apper-

|

—

had removed to Culken Fook, und thati|
%pli'.' gorved ag a juror under the old |

chased 1600 acres (of which Peterstone |
wiag a part) on the Schuylkill, from |

ra from |
Patrick Robingon, until his death in |

L] i
be identical with

tenances for seventy-thres pounds fe
s Qunker, who In 168G,
dthe @00 aeres of Jurindl

) of the year 1676,
nently the Northern
ath of Colecksink Creek.

peed the eultivation of his
the Delawares diked fhe
o E;ng lri'cl,l fgfw};l;?idé a!;t;:’
hrick-Kiln, w! supplied the
romuny eatly Pmlsadphia;
i own lavge dwelling termed
ok house at the North end
bed on the west slde of Front,
ow Green Ntrest.” !
eed dated the twenty-second
Second - Month, 1000, Uegg
sterstone” to Jobn Warner,|
Wi Jurd come about 1075 to America
ith s~ futlier, William, « captain |
ndee. v‘ﬁ etcbniuwill.- hﬁ“ﬂc‘l‘ to,
, ) g n_in
i ma Tarish in Wor-
costerahire,  Eugland.|
lence the estate of
the founder of the fam
iily was ;ﬂhd “l:glb
nereased own . e
deres -hou:h {rom Peu!
d th of

W

ineluded in the sontherly molefy
Patrick Bobinson patent, Warner afto
iward died “siezed of the Residue Lol
unto his two sons, William and
in commond Tenency."

The elder son conveyed his undivided
moiety to Susanna 1, who received

tho southeastern half as her share,

which after_her death, by am order o
the Orphan® Court, wes conveyed to
Isaac Warner, whd now possessed the
wheole one bundred and {ifty acres, hav-
ing received one part by the will of bis
father and the other by the conveyance
of Arnold Cassell, Tsane Warner, born
in 1684, married on February 24, 1710+
16, Veronica de la Plaine Cassell, wha
as his widow and the administratriz of
his estate, deeded on the Gth of Janu=
rary, 1752 seventy-three dcres with the
! southeasternm part of the island, being
gix additional acres or thereaboute, to
Matthew Hall, svhose daughter Margery
mérried, on the tenth of the eloventh
month 17535, at the Mevion Meeting,
'Arnold Warner, son of Isane and Verons
ica (Casszell) Warner of Blockley. |

Matthew Hall was an early settler
of Bucks County, Pennsylvanin, rogid-
ing for a number of yoard at Hut:k.!ng-
ham. ITe purchased on May 1, 1759,
the other part of the island which had|
‘descended from Tsanc¢, fhe brother of
John, to William his eldest son, who
is espaciglly fo be remembered, for he
gnve the Stafe in Schuylkill permission
to build their “Castle” on his property,
‘Williami Warner and his dvife cons|
veyed. their land “by deed of gift" dut-
ed January 17, 1758, to their eldest son
Tsade, who married Yydia Coulton, and
served as a Colonel of the Philadelplia
County Militia.

Matthew Hall’s son, Mahlon, mavried
on the 21st of the Fourth Month, 1707,
Jane Iliggs st Bristol Meeting, Bucks
county, and faking a certificate from
Chester to the Philadelphin Monthly
Meeting, settled in the same year in
‘Blockley, probably on his father’s place,
I;Ee (:EQ%E for which he received oo May

5, 1766,

to complete “Lansdowne,” In addition
to farming, Mahlon Hall carried on the
blacksmithing business, and his mecount
hooks show that Governor Peun wus oneg
of his hest patrons.

Little more than & fortnight asfter
Mahlon Hall had received possession of
the properiy he sold on June 2, 1706,

Here bhe vesided for mauy |
'yoprs on land adjoining the mansion of |
| John -Penn, the last of the Colonial Govs |
lernors, to whom he seld pavt of his aud |/

thirty-three and & quarter acres, the
southeasternmost moiety of a carfain
island ‘containing six acres. or there-
. nbonts, and & messuage,
Maepherson -

: fo-John Machherson, (e
(nee Owned  doughiy eaplain  who

fiad recently erected hig
' < elazant mansion ou the
least bank of the Sehuylkill, iy elest
son, Jolm, was aidede-camp to -
ﬂ.ﬂ'&nd AMontgomery with whem 1
! e the walls of Quebec o‘%tbe lnst
day of the year 1775, Willidm Mae-
mf m the-acsond
of the war, * o
wrmy, bk

u, at the onlbreak

| tiring into tha countre,’ they

[hig second. wife, ‘hy-indenture dated Mg
17, 1771, iransfered tho pirep 7
W ilinm 3xbhard. On June 13, 1777,
agt menti having marrisd at
Streighka, it to John Penn whi
was finishifg hig fine mansion on t

adjoining estate, which he called “Lanss
downe' -

Governor John Penn and bis wifl
Ann, daughter of Chief Justice Alle
by & Letler of Attorney di sy
1788, parted witk the “Sw
portion of tha estats, for A
ler, so authorized, conveyed
'Ross and Clemintinn his
10th of July, 1791  Ross, a1
tinl man in Revolutionary a
successfitl merchant, possess
Grange,” a fine country wseat
Loneaster road, seven miles 1
clty, after Captain Cruikshank
intina Ross's father, returned tg
land In 1786, In addition he
and maintained a sumptuocusly f
ed town bonse at Necond and
He beld title to Sweet Briae
dlst day of Mareh, 1796, when,
sideration of the sum of ten shi
. o it was transferred to Samuel Bre

Jdr.

Buch a trifling amount paid for the
valunble tract arouses curiosity but thy
renson f¢ appavent in the record th
Christmas Kye of the year 1795,
uel Breck, junior, a younz me
mareied Jean, the daughter: of .
{and Cleminting Hoss, Soon aft

‘Bweat Brinr, dhd otherwise imp i
the property.. il
2 -2 =28
Rt - hao -
NISTORIANS TO MEET -

A mceting of the Wissablckon Valley |
Historical Soclety will be hpld on Fri-
day evening, at 816 P. M, the Post
Room (3rd floor) of Hattal-Taylor Past,
Lyceum avenuc and Pechin street.

The following papers will be read:
“The Lower Wistphlckon” by A. ©.
| Chadwlok, Jr., and “Tha ﬁ‘hh'l.ng' Com'»
pany of fhe State In Schuylkill," by |
Jogeph 8. Miles, y
Members and thelr fomilies nre ine
‘vn.ed. ta be present. ]




Stayor of the &
ipulity of four ME
hebitants Ieoking forward (o soon pass:
ing the half-million marlk,

sibject of § spi 4
Demeerats and the Whigs, the latter

£an, or
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Men and Things
Many Striking Scenes Mark the
Record of Inaugurals at City
Hall and At the Old
Municipal Buildings
AYOR MACKEY'S inauguration
today follows the established
form. Now and then, in the
past, the suggestion hrs been made that
the induction into office of & new Mavor
ought to be attended by n more elaborate
show. But every time the propesal has
been made it has been put aside in favar
of simple exercises. So far as the
actual ceremony itself is concerned—tie
opening prayer, the administering of the
Ipath of office nud the delivery of the
inaugural address—there s little about
it, apart from the importance attached
to the udvent of o new administrative
|1mud of the eity government, that is offi-
cially impressive, But the scene in the
[Council Chamber, amid the profusion
of flowers. the gathering of all the aew
Mayor's friends who ean erowd dnto the
room, and the congratulations and ex-
ultation bms a tonch of gavety nand
animation which always make it inter-
esting to an on-looker, -
All the Mayors since Stuart have been
inaugurated at the City Hall Before
his term the ceremany took place for
many years in the old gquarters of Com-
mon Council on the second floor of the
State House in Independence Sqaare.
Years hofore, the actnal ceremony of
the inanguration was in the open mir
on Independence Square. Inanguration
day has not always been the first Mon-
day in January. When Judge Conrad
was inducted into. office, as the first
executive of the “consolidated eity"—
that is. the eity which now takes in the
entire county as pontrasted with the olid
eity-proper, .which extended only from
Vine to South street between the twa
[rivers and which had constituted the
tervitorial limits of all Mayore before |
him—the ceremony was held in the
middle of June, His successor, Richard |
;'lanx. camé Into office in the middle of

it
h

=

BY.

Since then the first Monday in April,
or the first of Junuary, has been the
date set by legislative mandate, save |
when Blaukenburg, through the exten-
sion of Heyburn's term heyond the four-
iuﬁ' lilmi t. eame into office on December

None of the inaugnrals was attended
with more publie interest than the in-
coming of Conrad. That event was re-
gnpded as marking the beginning of o
néw epoch in municipal life. The old
lines of demareation whieh had existed)
between the numerous townships, |
oughs and districts in the eounty had

been obliterated by the

W = = D

Conrad's passage of the “Consoli-
Inouguraiion  dation Aet.” A npew
Notable central eity government

) har been created. The

| 8elect and Common Couneil, for the

first time, vepresented all sections of

what was @ cotmmon &IE‘ *Consolida-

u" had been celebrated with
ng, banquets, b

juation, The sel

|befors u greal erowd Judge
"Thompson

hundred thousand o

had been the
rited eontest between the
putting Conrad into office through a-
tooret allinnee with the Native Ameri
“Know Nothing,” party. 1
When the day arfived, Tuesday, June
13, 1854, the Councils having organiged
the day before, Judge Conrad, meeting
Mayor Gilpip. in the old City Hall, ut
the soulhwest corner of Fifth anid Chesj-
put, marched with bim 1o the State
flouse and thence {0 the little platform
that had been erected in Lhe rear where
Oswald

administered the oath, anml
Corrad bepan the delivery of an insugu-
ral address, which, os regards its _m:t
and style, has not been duplicated since,
while nver in Washington Square a bat-
tery thundered itaenlute of one hundred

gins,

sertences Conrad

In his opening
f solemuity the oceas

sounded the note o
sion seemed to eall for. “The solemn
abligation, which, hefore God and in
yoir presence. | e st nssumed,”
he said, “eovers, and shionlil eonsecrate,
duties perhaps more enlarged, varied
and responsible thap apy that have
ever been committed to 2 municipal of-
fieer -in this Commonwealth. . Howeyer
profound and earnest the devokon whieh
I bring to their performance; ‘however
solemn and sincere the dedieation of
my every facully to the service of fhis
beautiful city of my birth and my ‘m‘.-
fectjons—1 feel an almost overpowering
conscinusness of my need. in the exigén-
cies of thi= most trying station. of the
charitable construetion and kindly sup-
port of my fellow eitizens and ‘the sns-
taiing nrm of Llim who id ‘the LES
srnor among  the nations. ™ ' Then
followed 2 lengthy discourse on crime
anid social evile, of intemperaince and
Sabbath breaking, of the necessity of
preserving law and order—na duty of
which the Mayor wis especially nware
fhen as a committing magistrate and
the getive head of the police force—ant.
o plea for citizens 10 lay aside the fac—
tionalism that had been rampant in the
pnst und to assist him in the further-
anes of the ends outlined.
* \While he was delivering the address o
fioovy thunder storm broke«and the
|| Mayor was foreed to take caver, on the
steps leading to the old court house, now
Congress Hall, on the west side of the
square, where he continned his adidress
to hundreds who remained to hear It#
| sonelusion.

Two yeare later, when Vaux eame
fnto office, a curiofis mix-up oceurred,
One of the sections of the Conanlida-
tion Act had declared that the Mayor
was lo take office on the Tuesdny fol-
lowing election, while nnother section
stated the Mayor's term was to be for
two yeurs Conrail's
friends insisted, there
fore, that he was en-
of Mayor Vanxtitled to remain in .of-

g fice until
1856, Vaux, elected at the May elec-
tion, was ready to go into

office on
May 13th. Without waiting

-
Quick Change
an Election

for a jn-
dicial decision as to which was right,
the {riends of Vaux went ahead with
the plane for his
the day. fized hy.them _
gl pet was to gend 4o
rming the nem

wj T s

June 15th;!

insuguration and on
vl . M

——— : "
mﬂi.ﬁ@-?:‘:‘f‘” o
wag not | Instignrated
Couneils should be prepared to
While thr. mubpieipal assembly was
meeting, just prier to the iuaugural |
ceremony. the matter was hrought u ‘
on the floor for discnssion by a mm?'
ber who inzisted Conrad was entitled
to stay in office. Immediately a lively
ilebsge wis on, bot when the bell in
the State House tower tolled twelve al]
hauds hastily hustled out, made thefr
way to the platform in the rear, ssw
.Iml;:,e Thompson administer the oath
to Vaux, henrd the crowd of jnbilant
Democrats give nine cheers for the new
Mayor and thenm, whils the artillery-
men, in Washington Square, begsn te
stir up tho town with another salute of
one hundred guns, they resumed the de-i
bate as to who was Mayoer. -

o

Perhaps the most distinguishi

guishin
acteristic of Mayaor Henry's firstgi:;'\?;;
ural was the hrevity of hig mddress, one
of e shortest ever deliver siale

an oocasion, When Henry, who hel
the office {rom 1858 to 1566, was sl
ceeded by Morton McMichael, the ceres
mony, shifted now to Jamuary 15t
was held indeors in the Siste House,
MeMichael's address, in corntrast with
Henvy's#first, was flarid, containing an
axtensive pauegyric on the natural
glories of Philadeiphia, its geographi-
enl aund topographieal advantages mud
its benoficent loeation, which, climatok
ogieally, bhe noted. had pluced the eity
vpemote from putrid miasimas that
poison, chilling blasts that congeal amll
torrid heats that dry lp the fountaing|
of henlth.," !
_ When his suecessor, Daniel Fox, came
iito office an unexpecied event of inter:
est took place. 'The new Presidents
elect., (Gieneral Grant, was io the eity
and while Fox was holding o reception’
at the State House, the Geueral, wadisg
through stréets  nnkle
General Grant (eep in slush, made b
Honors the appearance. Taken by
Fox Inaugural surprise, the relifing
and incoming executives
were momentarily mon-plussed as to who
wos to not as lost, when MeMichuel)
in a brief welcome to Grant, said he
had the honor to. present the DPresideinl-
elect to the Magor-elect who wouldh
[nave tha pleasure of weleoming him &0
the eity, which Fox immediately i,
in an informal. equally brief and friendly|
| tashion, [

Stokley's incoming, on the first ..otj
Januaery, 1872, was marked by the first
appearance of the Mummers. it bein
noted, in the news of the day tha
| “Chestuut street was the scene of &
procession of fantastically dressed indi-
viduals who seemed to be hent on e
viving one of the ecustoms conneeted
with Shrove Tuesday,” |

When Mayor King eame inta oﬁiu.’|
fn 1881, there was a deal of valedictory
and salutatory address, but when his
snccessor, William B. Smith, “The
Dandy Mayor”. was inangurated three
| | rears later, one of the most joyinl in-
gugurals oceurred. Chestnut street was
bedecked with bunting, the streeis
|erowded with celebrants, the State
fouse row a focal point for all the

lanuﬂclm and the Magor's office
ths of




d view of the city's peeds When it
was concluded Smith was tendered an
‘unpreeeflented ovation, it tnking him
‘almost un hour to get away from the
Council Chamber. Tater in the day
the Republican Tnvincibles, with young
|4Sam"” Ashbridge as the oralor, pre-
sented him with n silver rervice. In the
evening came a dinner nt Dooner’s,

Later Ashbridge wae the eentral fiz-
ure at one of the mosl jubilant in-
augurals held in the City Hall, This
was on Easter Monday, 1800, when
Dr. Russell H. Conwell invoked the Di-
vine Blessing and Judge Audenried ad-

new AMavor their support. So mueh
handshaking occurred then that Ash-

hand the next day. His first official
act. the appointment of young J. Hamp-
on Mboore as his secretary, brought more
inito the limelight one who, at a still
latar period. was the principal at a
partienlarly dignified inaugural, OWd
Saqnire  MeMullen, who  had  risen
[from @ sick-bed to toke the oath of
| sffice for the lnst tme us a Coupeils
lman, came tolteringly forwarl while
| Bresident Miler gtood on the rosirum
Lwith. tears strenming down hig cheeks.

One of the most dramatic inangural
incidents was when, at the cloge of his
|inaugural address, v
ealsed ‘his armd nbove his hepd ond, in
hix eharacteristic tong and fervent
speech, erigd ount “Yonr CltyeMy (,:ily
—Our City”, as he proclaimed Phile-
delphia the spectal ‘object of his affee-
tion,

r,“_\ gy

3 (Bastdfrns
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Men and Things

“‘Winter of Galety’' for Howe's
 Troops in Philadelphia Was Not
. All Mirthsome for Captors

|‘ . Oaptives or the Neutrals

TYHILADELPHIA, in the winter 'of
= the British oceupation, 160 yenrs
'~ ago, is_ pictured by Hdward W,
Hocker, of Geérmantown, in & review
of diaries and other spurces of Infor-
(mation, with muech more of shading than
s generally found in portrayuls of what
is often regarded as the bey-day of
Howe's troops.

| Often during the lattor montbs of
ATTT. writes My, Hocker, lood weas ex-
eeeflingly searce, in the Britisk bareacks
jus well us among the populice, The
woldisis were limited to one-guurter of
# pound of meat a day. In the markels
Beet cost a dollar 2 poupd; flonr was 6
?.—9.“‘" a hundredweight ; sugar, 2 shil-
{linge G pence a pound. American pris-
ere confined in the Waliut street
jgon and elgewhere suffered despernte- |
_:E_m;mllnek of food, nnd hundreds of

 Late in Oetoher Genersl Howe had
deawn in bis lines from Germuntows,
mg his wrmy along = line of earth-
& and redoubts from the Delaware
- Sebuylkill sbout on a line with
whill street, DBeyond that as far

ministered the oath while a group of]
ministers meeting nearhy pledged the

bridge was unable to hold a pen in his|

Muyor Blankenburg

MecLatie snd his company of horsemen,
and also other smaﬁmgetachm&ﬁﬁ of

Amerieang frequenily made their way
down Germantown road or down York

leans were geen more freguently than
the Britieh. In Lower Merion Potter's
Peénnsylvania militia were on duty, and
they sometimes mude inctirsions toward
the enemy as far as the Schuylkill.

When the British Army moved ont
to Chestnnt Hill the first week of De-
cember with the purpose of overwhelm-
ing the Americans at Whitemarsh, the
conquering expedition resclved itself in-
to a foraging party and brought back
700 head of captured eattle.

A detai] of Virginia troopers was on
|duty slong Ridge road in the neigh-
horhood of Falle of Schuylkill and Rox-
borough, On December 18, the day
\that the main body of the Amerjean
army went into winter quarters at Val-
ley Forge, & company of British light
dragoons, nnder Captain Andrew Cath-
‘eart, surprised the Virginin troopers,
killing deven of them. The others took
vefuge in the barn of Andrew Wood,
at Hoxborough, They relfused to sur-
render when ealled upon te do so, and
Catheart's men then spt fire to the
tham.  The building wae eonsumed and
nine of the American soldiers perished
in the flames, .

=

Colonel John Bull, whose home was
at Murrington, now Norrisfown, was
semt ont with six regiments of Penn-
sylvania militis to try to curh the
British foraging._} ¥le posted hiz forces

o along thag Rides, Gers

Col. Jobhn Bull mantown and Frankford
Gave British a résds. Morgans Rifle-
| Merry Crismes men, . the marksmen of
the Ameriean army,

| wers engiged in similiar duiy in De.
cember. One day they captured thirty-

four prisoners. Colonel Bull had
good reason for endeayoring to
enuge all the trouble possible for

the Britizh, for on the march to Phila-
|delphia, in the preceding Beptember, the
British created much devastation at his
home at Norrington, setting fire to his
|puildings. What ke accomplished ic
lquaintly teld in his official report to
Pregident Wharton, of the Pennsylvanin
Rtnte Government, then in Lancister !
“According to my yesterdsys nete 1
have heen with the Brigade Down to
the Kpemies Lines on the {hree most
publie Ropds, in Three small columns,
taking the Center on ye Germdntown
Road my Selfs Coll. Antes, with two
Battng on ve Ridge Road, nnd Coll,
Lacy, of Bucks, with 2 Battns on or
near ye frpnkfort Road, and marched
them all Within Musquet Shot of the
Enernies Lines, and Between third and
Taurth streei Continued on the Right of
the Germantown. 1 drew np my little
Divisioh, and baving Ouwy Two Twelve
Pounders, with two Comps of artillers,
1 tather strechd my orders by Sending
themn & well dirested Cannon Hall, Which

no doubt Tofk Flace nesar yve Church,

“Tt would bave given your Exey,
Plessare to Se the Countenances of the
Generality of my officers and many of
‘the men, Wha I am econvinced I Could
pave led up to the Redoubls, which
would bave done no more than alarm
them,

m@g 1 was Directed to

rosd to the neighborhood of the British
Hlines,  Out near Fravkford the Amer-

Flon frﬂm

1 'geum#

E an from the Lines from.
all Qurs, their Ball raked our Little
Parade hoth on Tight and Left, but
withont the Loast Damage, We brought
of one Prisone-, some of their Horse,
ete.

“1 am, your Excy's obedient

] Hu'bl 8'vt,
“INo BULL.

“Pleate to Execuse want of Paper,
Bad Pen, ere.”

The biz raid of the British into Ches-
ter county that week, to which Colonel
Bull alluded in bis report, brought
back B00 wngons. Another raid was
made into Ne. Jersey the same week
to obtain live stock and farm prodocts.

Besldes the incursions of the British |
into the rural regions, there wus also
much plundering in and about the eify.
Those who were disposed fo be sym-
pathetic toward the Britich Mered|
along with those that had su pported the
American cause. The diary which Rab-
ert Morton, o young member of the So-
ciety of Friends, kept during those
months ghows how the persisfent loot-
ing alienated Friends and others who
had welcomed the arrival of the army
of Howe in the eity, General Howe did
igsue o proclamation forbidding plunder-
ing s early ag November 8, put it seems
to huve been lightly regarded.

Morton, whose family bad a “plan-
tatlon” on the Schuylkill near Gray's
ferry, went down there one day in the
full and noted in- his diary:

1 saw sbout 100 Hessians eoming
down thbe road on & fornging, or rath-
er plundering party. As soon #s they
came to the corner of the road their
commander guve them permission to
take all the cabbage and potatoes they
could find. Being afraid that they

would take ' our cib-

Everybody bage. I napplied for a
Sutfered guard to the house and
The Looting  garden, which was im-

medintely granted, and
by that means prevented our ecablage
from being plundered. After they had
taken #ll Jno. King's cabbage and po-
tatoes they marched off. Bro't our ¢ab-
bage home. It was surprising to see
with what rapidity they run to and
with what voraciousness they seized
upon JTno. Bing's cabbage and potatoes,
who remained a silent spectator to their
infamous depredations.” i Ky
The following day Morton records
that anothce party of Hessians arvived |
at the “plantation.” This time they
brought &leng hovses, carts and bags, |
prepared to carry sway King's bay and
what ~ potatoes. remained. However,
Clolonel TTaneonrt. of the Britigh army,
sunt n goard to protect King's property.
Thereupon the Hessinns visited other

places in the neighborhood and helped
themselves to hay and potatoes, :

Mrs, Drinker in her journal also
notes- that there was much thieving,
She, like many others who were friend-
ly toward the Britlsli, was not disposed
to admit them to her huuse. Upon the
arrival of the trodps requisition was
made upon the populace for guarters
for the officers. Mrs Drinker exercised,
all the influence at her command to
(keep her houss free from military oc-
cupancy.  Finally when it was no long-
er possible to withhold the nse of the
Drinker house it wg arrunged thut the

seenpint  sh a ye

them to Heat to arms ana




Major ! and be took U
gbos:- , Mis, Dﬂnknbog Lg

* Besides the cruder formy off plundet-
ing, much properly wig glse  taken
under stress of military requirements,
Watson, the annalist, says General
Howe seized the sosch of Mary Pem-
berton and used it duting tha occu-

pancy.

Roon after (he srrival of the Brit-
ish Howe called npon all inhabitants
to make immediate return to the quar-
termaster general’s chief wagonmaster
of ull horses, wagons, teams and carts
tn their possession. Attempts to con-
ceal them, the order stuted, would re-
|sult in seiznre. Those reported would
he hired, B shilling, New York currency,
being paid s day to drivers.
| By ancther order the cilizens were
directed to provide 600 blankets for the
army. Mrs, Drinker notes that & sold-
jor entered her house and demanded a
‘blanket, When refused he went up-
stairs and took one.

Fences and stablea disappeared, the
soldiers using the wood to build fires,
The woode in “'the neck”—8outh Phila-|
delphin—were reserved for uuppl;vlnsl
the troops with fiel, while the poor of
the city were peemitted to ent wood
north and west of the city.

“Not only were prices high but the
kind of money that would wpus readily
was exceedingly scarce. hen the de-
serted stores were opened toward the
end of the year by Scotchmen and Vir-
ginia Joyalists who eame to Philadel
phia with the British fleet, these new
merchants refnsed to accept the paper
money which was almost the only money
in cireulation. They demanded “hard”
money.

This currency question troubled the
iwnmest friends of England as much
as the American patriots. Finally a

._%

|| quarters being established on Second,

ipetition was drawn up asking fhat the
old Coloniz]l eurrency be accepted in
trade, The petition received the signa-
tares of most of the leading Tories in
‘he eity. It set forth that this money,
issued by the colonies prior to the re-
volt against Great Britain, was still
legal. Geperal Howe acted favorably
upon the petition and directed that the

old paper money should circulate at a
valuation of one-half the same sum in

e, ]

General Flowe had s censns taken of
the eity, In the ten wards of the eity,
from the present’ Vine street to South
'street, together with the districts of

Bouthwark and Northern Liberties, there

were 5205 honses, Five hundred and
ninety dwellings and 240
stores were vacant, their
owners having left the
city. More stores were
closed. than were open,
for only 110 stores were doing busi-
ness. Later as English ships arrived
many stores were opened., The popula-
tion, according to Howé's census, con-
sisted of 4906 males over 18 and under
60 years of nge, 5,335 males under 18,
and 18,408 females, making a fotal of
ghout 24,000, Nearly 8000 male resi-
|dents of the eity were ahsent.

Ten Pen Cent.
(of Buildings
‘Were Vacant

walnder, on Second strest, below Spruce.

of Markef, east of Sixth, where Wash:

follawed

| General Howe made his headqnarters’
first in the home of General John Cad- |

and Iater in 2 house on the south side|

ington lived while President. General
| En »%:i” Qam commander,

ed Howe in the Oadw house.
LM wallig o . took

[ up their abode in the house of Mrs. Des
h Lagan, hut upon her protestation,
the officers withdrew, Cornwallis’ head-

street, above Spruce. However, Mrs,
Tiogan scon thereafter had to receive
two artillery officers and later two of
Genoral Howe's secretaries ns guests in
her home.

To provide for the eivil government,
Genersl Hows, in December, appointed
Joseph Galloway, foremost among the
Toriee of the ecity, as superintendent
general, with autocrstie powers. Gal-
loway appainted Samuel Shoemaker
Mayor, but Galloway was the roler of
civie affairs  He sought fto eentrol
the fy-hy-night anction houses, which
were numerous. Licenses were required
for eonducting vendues, and it was de-
cided that but one such license would
he granted in the city, besides one in
Southwark and one in the Northern Lib-

erties, L
To check the efforts of butchers to
eorner the market by appearing edrly
at the wharves and buying up all the
meat that was offered, Galloway set a
penalty upon such action, and eneour-
aged enforeement of the law by giving
half the fine to the informer and half
to the poor. [
Gradually an approach to normal con=
dition was thug attained by spring, and
it wag then that the British officers or-
ganized dining elubs, enconraged sports
of vurious kinds, had frequent balls and
finnlly culminated their festivities in
the much disenssed Meschianzn in May.

————————

GREETINGS
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Lydia T. Morris
Gives Historic
Mansion to Park

#Cedar Grove,” Famous Old
House, Re-erected Near
Memorial Hall.

Open Soon to Public

“Cedar Grove,"” the Ilatest link in
Philadelphla’s “Colonial Chaln” of old
houses in Falrmount Park, soon will be
opened -to the public as & museum of
Colonial furniture.

This historic houss, one of the oldest
still standing in Philadelphis, 18 the
gift 1o the city of Miss Lydla Morris, of
“Compion," Chestnut Hill,, whose
family has owned the house for five
generations.

Over 200 Years Ohd.

“Cedar Grove,” for more than 200 years
& landmark near Frankford, has been
re-grected on  Lansdowne drive near
Memorial Hall, (The gigantic task ot

etring this -house from its old

be placed In 1tw
when It wis re-en & 1 o

In 1888 the Pennsylvania Rallroad's|
main line tracks to New York were laid
ab its very deors. Since-thal time the
house haé been a familiar landmark to
passengers and has aroused much com-
ment.

“Cedar Grove™" really owes Its present
form to four long gencrations of the
familles of Morris and Paschall.- Miss
Morrls, of the fifih generation, has
preserved and removed it to begin life
wnew in surroundings similar to those
which it enjoyed until late In the 185t
ae

NLJry.
in its single self “Cedar Grove” pic-
tures the history of American architec-
wire from the desth of William FPenn
to late in the nineteenth century. The
interior shows the three périods of
1721, 1762 and 17895, The dining reom
snd Wlizabeth Paschall’s room over it
ars of the character of “Stenton” and
“Hope Lodge,” with the chimney wall
sompletely panelied arched fireplaces
and no marntel ghell, The nursery be- |
wipd 1t has o bold muonbelpiece from
|‘r.he fiflles, 'The parlor, ihe ironing’
room  and the two bedrooms at the
righit show the delrcately-molded man-
| telpieces of the Adan stvie. The ald
loeles of the doors, the colors of the
old paint, vary in accordance with
these periods.

A Frankford Landmark.

The land at Frankford, on @ part
of which the house stocd for mere
than 200 vears—2521% aores—was
bought In 1714 by Thomas Coates, of
High strect, the father of Elizabeth
Contes Paschall, This land he farmed.
Records of the inventory taken st his
deathh show that it was well :
with domestic mnimals snd frRrming!
ymplements, but that it was wmwug:j

4

mansion house.

The land was divided among Thomas
Coates' children. In 1731 Elizabeth
murried Isaac Paschall, and it 18 mﬁ
this thne that the oidest portion o
1he house dates. This is to the leff
gs one faces the {roni of the house.

By 1750 It was spoken af; in a yel-.
lowed receipt bearing Elizabeth Pass
ehall’'s name, as her “old house in
Frankford.” e

Structural examinstion at . the time
of its removal from Frankford to Falr-
mount Park revealed that the house
arlginally consisted of fhiee principal
rooms—a front portion two and one-
nall stories high, with parles and bed-
room. and an extension of ome stOry.
which contained the original icitehgis
Thero was & almple gable roof, of whiel
the present lower slope of the gambrel
roof atihe left formed one side.,

This house, which is one of the oldest
standing in Pennsylvania, served amply
ng a place for summer excursions froml
the city, It was no ordinary farms=
house. At o time when rubble walling
was still almost universal, and even at
vGraeme Park.” the home of Gavernor.
wieth, the squiared stones of the fromt
were vory irregular in height; in the
ont of “Cedar Grove” all were uni-|

prm. 1
< After her widowhood in 17652 Birs !

| pagoniall gave increasing attention to)
the placaf and her accounis indicate
thut she made @ substantial sddition
| to the original house in 1762 In Ap
11152. she bought 10:000 bricks, i
scantling, lme, sand -and anga:_!‘l_:g
| June she was buving lath; 10 Auguaty
| shingles; In Beptember, six dnm@j




this
o thie hous prised the
hent, making the original . ouse two,
one-half stories in height
e ared.
' In 17656 Mrs. Paschall began a @
{gen, for which Sirach Schiudl graded |
‘the terrace. The stable also was paved
und the well was lined with Brick in
‘this year.
_ Issac Pasclinli,

& son of Elimbeth,
married Patlence Miflin in 1767 The
‘house was left to his daughter, Sarah;

ho was matrried 1o Isaac Wistar Mor-
rig in 1795. The house was enlarged-to
its present form by @ very skillful
transformation. ‘The width was exactly
‘doubled, as 18 evidenced by a joint up
fhe center of the present front, which
beeame six windows in width. Two
goors below, balancing, lead Into the
I mew parlor and the dining room, which
had been the old parlor. Behind the
new parlor was @ new and larger
I'kitchen, from which the dining room|
was reénched through what hud been the
old Jkitchen, henceforth ! "own as the
“jpening room,’! with & .new mantel-

o

-

: “In Flanders’ Fields,” 1
over 18] ;nel John McCrae, of the Canadian Army
ﬁ‘ﬂl'-" Medical Corps, since dead at the front:

plece in place of the great old fire-
lace. d

Originally the house had along the
front nnd 1eft side a hood of the Lype
familiar in Germantown. Ahout 1830,
a8 the mouldings of the past reveal,
Ahis wes replaced by n porch, covering
@ brick entrance. This last change
may well have taken place afier the
de.H!.h of Isasc Wistar Morris, In 1831.

qhn-ais

[ ANY people think that of all the
reams of poetry prought forth by
the warlthere has been nothing to

gompare in thought and expression with

by Lieutenant-Col-

#[n Flanders' fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, TOW O TOW,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks; still bravely singing. fly,
Searce heard amid the guns below.

“We are the dead. Shorl days ago
We lived, [elt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved; and now we lie

In Flanders® fields.

“Take up our quarrel with the foe!
To vou, from failing hands, we throw
The torch, Be yours to lift it high!
If ye break faith with us who die,
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
Tt Flanders' fields.”

flacad (— &- AN

“CEDAR GROVE,” ONE OF THE OLDEST HOUSES IN THE
| PRESENTED TO FAIRMOUNT PARK

cITY




1719
A BOOK WORTH READING

Has a Local Setting and Deals’
Largely With Local Celebrities
“The Riversons,” a romance of our
beautiiul Wissahickon, is a story of in-
tensely human interest of the life of
the Rittenhouse family, who owned
the grist mill and mansion on the Wis-
sahickon drive below the “old red
bridge” seventy years ago.
It describes incidents relating 1o
Crawford's “old stage line on Ridge
road; Drs, Runkle, Ramsay and Grif-
fith, of Manayunk; Rey. Bamuel Bum-
stead, pastor of the Dutch Reformed
Church: the undergronnd railway for
runaway negro slaves; the great flood
i the Schuylkill in 1851, which de-
stroyed the bridge at Flat Rock, [oot
‘of Domino lane and Manayunk, and
the sommnambulist adventures ol the
heroine, Marian (Rittenhouse), writ-
en by S. A. Bumstead, formerly of
Roxborough.
“PThe Riversons” is a book worthy
of preservation by every onec in our
ward,  Dr. Jumes M. MeGee, 6936
Ridge ave, has secured all the remain-
ing copies from the New York pub-
lishers. Send for your copy quickly,
before they are all gone and the solici-
se will call.—Adv.

[T0Z

THE WISSAHICKON,
PAST AND PRESENT

Within Half a Century 1ts Appear=
ance Has Completely Changed.

Riverside Mansion, Was Ongce the
Stately Home of the Robinson Fam-
ily, Who Owned a Large Mill Which
Has Since Passed Away.

the Wissalilckon c¢an

Ahat n stream ke
fines of Phlladeiphis

exisl  within  the ool
and be eomparntively litile known to the
iss of reallents of the cliy 18 an ustupich-
fug yet true fact. 1t ls gstimated that oniy
onw in every thousand of the clty's inhabi-
tanis know of s presence, and only one in

gry ton thousunid Bus visited lts Lanks, |
Tuuty fs excelled by few utreams of its
4 fhe world, and no ety at where has |

e Itiite
7w fifty years ngo the Wi i hitelan
the rallrond bridge to 1te mouth, &
it of o mile nway, presentod au np:
pearance yastly different fromi thit of to-
dny, Nothing buf n grassy meadow wa
on the east side bejow the turnplke, whers
the srtifieial luke and mew prnmping station
are mow, aml the west shle lms Ueen
changed and altered w 88 to be uttérly un-
recognizabie by the man who ‘remembers
it ms it existed in the dnys long sice past,
Firet on the rver bunk, just whete the
creek emupties Into the Seunyikil, wak the
old mill, with lts over-shut watér wheel,
now used as o fish howse, "To the north of
it was the pond for storing logs far the
gaw il just above 1t, whers the glg-=ig
of tle upright =nw shot its heavy hinde
through tue watersonked logy and  the
water from {he ruce below madde d wusledl
aceompiniment,
SUCCUMBED TO IMPROVEMENT.

Withtn a hundred feet of the furnpikea
stood the old frame siw-mill; b the olher
‘#ide of the furnplke weve n wheelwright
stiop und a blecksmith shopi Just below,
nnder the wooden rallrond birtdge of the
Norrlstown  Itallvond  stoadl the old flour
il of the Wobinsany, where fonr wis made
and halted i the old Wiy SNt Gerosp the
eroek ronfl Was the manston fn which the
Robingons Mved. The old mil has s
pumbed to the march of tmprovement and
hig been torn dowi

Fifty vears ago the smoke and nolse of
the Peneoyd Ivon Works, on the opposite
wide of the Béhuyikill, Just nbove, did nat
exiat. All was peace and guistnoss  Klee-
tricity #s n motlye power wis unkungwn
and the lumberlng wagons of the farmoers
and the light Dearborn of the gentry were
all that wers seeh ot the runda,  Then
there ‘was no ldea of such i thing a¥ o
public park; there was 0o need of one,
for from the Wissahlckou 1o Girard Col-
foge there were few houses wlong the plke,
andl what few there were Wi fhrm
houses, Teo be sure the Falls existed, but
1§ wis no more ke the busy plice it 1§ now
than doy is like blght. Then 1t was eclis
brated for lis eatfish and eoffee; now If I8
celelwnted ax the &ip of Dobson's mills.
~The stutely mansion, with its mund ont-

fionzes. just shove (he old mill on
Schurikill, above the month of thie crevk.
was built by the Reblusons In the early
part of the eighteenth cdutury, it Wae
opeupisd by Mr. Wiltlon Minteer o8 Tate nx

from

1580, It 1s now Riverside Manslon,

. Then there was the old stone Lridge, il
1t had o paevow arch ond poluted walls to
keep the traveler from fallng tnte  the
lereek.  Oceasionally 1t beeame  duindged
by the vise of water In the BErvaL, Rl
o ot twlce wus neirly washed awiy.
At was fiot more than 200 fest o wid b,
e old dum unded the rallrond  beldes
Gvar whieh the water dashed o wild pro.
faglon when the Hour and saw mills were
stopped, bud become gupplpatsd by a new
and mpedern dam; paths lave heen made on
wither side of the cveek, nhd houses now
look down fram the hanks above op the

traveler who preses dlong the will hanks |

of the streant, ‘The o' plke hus become &
paved avenue, over which Ihe electrie
fights spread helr glow, and » Hne of
ehrs, propelled by eleciricity, travel
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THO F3005 HOTELS
SOON T0 DISHPPERR

|
![Park Takes Over Indian Reck
Tavern and Ancient
Lotus Inn.

'MAKE WAY FOR PROGRESS

Damages for Properties Will Be
Adjusted by Board of
Viewers Tomorrow.

Ll }

A meeting of the Boa i
will be held tomorrow 1;3 %o;rgwﬁ?'

287, City Hall, when
! claima
{li:unuges_ for properties taken ﬂgg-'gﬁg

pper Wiszahickon by the Commissio
prr.w of Fairmount Park, wi(ljl be hearfi
hiese properties include two former
well-known hostelrieg, the Indian Rock
Hatel, it the foot of Monastery syonur.
und the Totus Inn, at the foot of Rite
tenbouse streel, and about five acres
nlf‘tqlu- Gorgas Istate. 3
e praperties wer g i
to straighien the pérek [fi};:naj‘:n M’:
\f.r‘r-l_':-‘lflv of the Wissahickon u‘id':to
get rid of the saloons bordering om, the
Park, The Park line will he mqu% .
t\_m-rl at these points to H;!nr: ;
the thoronghfare which the
lirst Ward Board of Trade, Ma
n\t:‘l‘ liait]iﬂ ol 1‘ ey 1kl ]_’-u;ihss'
Asgociations have bes ring
!a(-"f‘r]:l] years io ‘ha':le EI:}{:::"::‘::I i
|l”,ulimn;,: Park svenoe over the
lickon Creek and Valley thro
Roxborough to the Mo}:t,g,f:::]nejl'y por L
i line. Ta cross-the Wissahicken,
|| ereanizations bhave asked an an'p't'
tion of about £300,000 to constrn
relnforced cancrete bridge, similap
the ane which spans the valley

treek al Walnut lane. The aven ;
nizations, Iﬂ:?"

[lt']n_[llll.'tt'fl by the ¢
which plans are said to liave heen ppes
pared, i& 1o he a handsome honleviard
1;.:'{.:-.11:][199:1‘ alonge the western 'edﬁé a

issahickon portio " Trairmi |
m}ﬁk- I m of Ilairmoun

e praperties have heéen gondemned:
FEIM'I will ba torn down ag angn ag t
claims  are adjosted, and their gites
tiled in #nod snitably improved, Sinee
the condemnation proceedings the two
hogtelries Liave been unoceupied. .

History of Old Hotels.

[ndian Rock Hotel wa i
h‘r‘u Nands, 8 well-lcnotiuhfgsigzn?e:;
Chestnut Hill.. He firat erected the
hotel a short distance from ihe cek:
h:-:_us—tl Indian Rock, about half & mils
below Thorpe's lane, where ha contin:
ned until the early 70°s of the past
centnry, when Pairmount Park was
tenided along the Wissahickon e
iotel, being taken by the Park Come
opers, ‘Ranuds built the present ho-
tel at the foot of Monaslery ayenue.
Back of the new hotel he had a 1& =
frame figure painted to represent a:;
Indinn chief or warrior, au 8. place
hecame known by the sign as e
Rock.  After Sands' death 20 ya




T
@0 iis Bons, Reubon §0d Havry Sanas,
rmducted the hotel, which continued to
bee famous for the catiish and wafile
@?ﬁmers seryel to its patroms, who
" ¥y drave out from the city. Later;
‘the property was purchased by Mrs
Barbara T'resch, who had a large addi-

‘tien built ro the west emd. She was
Suc-'_?ﬁ:ded by her muauvager, Charles
Weitguriener, The hotel was aiso con-

ducted for sume time by a man named
Balkenburg, The lnst propriete; was
William  Lowa, who had prev agly
kept the Eligh Bridge Flotel at Ridge
{ayenue and Wissahickon drive. This
I %upprl‘-y when condemned belonged (o
{William ('Brien, wlosge legal repre-
gentatives will press his claim at tomor-
row's meeling of (he Beard of View-
£I8.

Lotus Ton was also famons for its
eattish and watbe suppers, and for years
wiis a noted resort for parties whieh

frove  out  ih  carriages, 'buses or
sleighs, It location close to the fa-

jneus old Rittenhouse bridge. a frame-
woverad structurve, which preeeded the
‘handsome skew areh bridge, comstruet-
ed chiefly of stone taken from MeKin-
mey quarcles, and which is said to be
the longest gtone arch in this country,:
made it readily reached by pedple of
Germantown or others driving along
the township road, now Wissahickon
fveune, ‘I'he Lotus Inn property was
part of o large tract of land owned by
he Jate Charles Thomson Jones, of
Texborongh, 1is first proprietor, as far
as can be ascertained, was George
Taocke, who sold out to Frederick
IMilex, After his death it was rented
by hisz widow to Charles Mehier,

Only One Hotel Left.

. Wurther up the creek is Valley Green,
amee o famous resort for the old-time
cotillion dances held by eleighing par-
ties. It har not been a hotal for muny
wears, but is nsed us headgnarters of
the Colonial Duames or other patriotic
women's orgunixations,
i With the passing of Lotus Inn and
tnnll.tn Liock Hotel there will be but
Lonie hotel in which liquor iz sold within
Llose Eh‘mimity to the Park along tho
Wi fckon, H?{h Bridge Hotel.
‘Among the old-time resorts which
pre put out of existence by the Park
ommissioners, ulter the Park was ex-
ed wup the Wissghickon, wus
tles Lippen's Wissahickon Hall at
sy lang and Wissahickon drive,
h was erected in 1849 by Harry
pen, father of the last owner. Ma-
Iple Spring Hotel, a ghort distance
above Wissahickon Hall, was taken
'ﬁhile the late Tlavry Long was propries

Lor.

~ A ghort distance below was “Tom-
ny”  Lewyllyn's log Ca and
menagarie. The cabin was one of those
yged during the memorable political
‘eampaign of (General William Henry
Harrison, when he ran for President
in 1840, The ecsbin was hauled ou
wheels by enthusiastic admirers of
Haurrison from Roxbourough and Ger-
mantown. At the close of the success-
ful campaign the cabin was left stand-
ing along what was then the Wissa-
Bickon furnpike. Lewyllen bought it
added other mnmlgt{ urn;l opened it up as
ha Liog Oabin Hotel .
t'I‘lw Iermitage, a resort established
fn 1844 by “Pop” Penson, on the up-
per side of the creek sl the foot of
Hermit's lone, was ope of the most
fopnlnr pienic resotta;r along 'rghe mk;
Wit s reached by o frame truse beids

THE OLD LOG CABIN.

An interesting illustrated lecture,
entitled ‘“The Romantic Wissahickon
and Its Tribntaries,’”’ was given by
Dr. Naaman H. Keyser on Thursday
evening last in the Central Glrls’
Grammar School; East Haines street,
under the auspices of the City Hlis-
tory Club. There were at least 125
illustrations shown on the canvas of
buidlings, landscapes and interesting
views along the Wissahickon, Dr.
Keyser gave in detail many interest-
ing facts that were appreciated by
the largest audience that bhas al-
tended lectures of the City History
Clob. A little defect in. the limelight,
caused by some tampering with
previons to its being sent to German-
town, prevented as fine a picture
show as was anticipated.

The early settlers of this vicinity,
Dr. Keyser sald, appreciated the
possibilities of the many water courses
lying close to Germantown. Town-
send’s grist mill gave to Mill creek
its name; Potts’ corn mill utilized
the Winghocking ; Rittenhouse erected
his paper mill on Crab creek, while

wie Robinsons putit a saw and grist

mill on the Wissahickon.

The quantity and quality of the
water made the Wissihickon and Its
tributaries particularly valuable to
the paper makers, which fact no
doubt. prompted Benjamin Franklin
to suggest the propriety of preserving
the purity of this stream untll such
time as it would be needed as a water
supply for the city of Philadelphia.

While the Wissahickon has retained
its Indian name, there is some un-
certainty as to from which one of two

gimilar names its present name has
been derived—Wissamickan, mean-
ing ‘‘catfish creek,” or Wisauch-
sichan, meaning ‘‘yellow colored
stream.’”’ Either one is very appro-
priate, as this well-known stream is
a favorite abode of the toothsome
cat-fish, and during spring freshets
it has a decidedly yellow color from
copious supplies of yellow mud that
come down with the water.

A plate was shown on the screen
taken from a drawing prepared by
Edwin C. Jellett, who bas traveled
over and over again the hills and
valleys of the Wissahickon. The
grterial streams are about nineteen
miles long, tbe principal branches
being Valley run, Sandy run, Oresheim
creek, and Paper Mill run.

A short distance below the mouth
of the Wissahickon, at one hime,
were the Schuylkill Falls, The eree-

!
|

tion of Fairmount dam and other
¢hanges have obliterated this old
waterfall.

A picture was shown of the mouth
of Wissahickon creek and Robeson's
grist mill. The capal boats used to
come alongside, and unload grain and
take on tlour.

The Robeson saw mill, Amos Jones’ |

rolling mill and State of Schuylkill
Club have all utilized an old building
shown on the screen. It stood on a
tract of ground comprising five hun-
dred acres, purchased by Robert |
Turner from William Penn in 1684, |
It was known at one time as Sham-
rock Park, and extended from the
Schuylkill river to Township . line




‘on the east, and from School House
lane to & short distance above Wis-
sahickon creek., It ‘I8 better known
as the Robeson tract. 1b was the
first cut.nail factory in Americd, and
like nearly all the mills was operated
by water power. In 1860 the city

purchased it and added 1t,to the
Fairmount Park property.
The Robeson mansion was builb

about 1700, by Andrew Robeson. 1t
is still standing at Ridge avenu® and
Wissahickon drive. 1t is known a8
High Bridge Mansion. Andrew Robe-
con built the first grist mill on the
Wissahickon, which was called * the
Bolting mill, then the Roxborough |
miil, and later on the Wissahickon
mill. This mill stood hetween the
house and the creek, ab & point

| where the high bridge of the Reading

Rallway orosses.

At the time of the Revolution the
mill was operated by John Vandeering.
1t was known at that bime as Van-
deering’s mill. The Hessian redoubt
stood on the hill back of the old
mansion.  During *the invasion of
Pennsylvania by the Rebel army in
1863, this same redoubt was fortitied
by citizens of Philadelphia, as 16
commanded the approach to this city
by way of the Readlng Rallroad.

About 1860 the Dobsons purch
this property, and erected a larger
mill west of the bridge. In 1868
these mills were destroyed by fire,
together with the wooden bridge over
| the Wissahickon used by the Reading
| Railroad.

l Wissahlckon Hall was shown on the
sereen. This is the only one of the
many hotels that formerly stood on
the lower Wissahickon that still re-
mains. Maple Springs Hotel was
erected shortly after the War of the |

| Rebellion by the late Harrg Young.

| The timber used was from the Cuyler
| Hospital that stood on the Town Hall
grounds. Joseph Smith was after-

wards a proprietor of this hostelry.
He was nicknamed *‘‘Rooty Smith,”
trom the fantastic decoration OF the
porches and grounds adjoining his |
hotel with boxes, hanging baskets,
chairs and ornaments Irom curious
ghaped roots of the Jaurel he gathered
along the Wissahickon. This work
was actistic and unique, and the

| hotel was an attraction for visitors |
| for many miles around, who came to, [ =

| gee his ourios and partake of the
catfish and waffle dinners that were
served in the most elegant style.

In 1868 Willlam Walmsley sold the
Mineral Springs for 85000 to William
Craven, who five years afterwards
sold it to the eity of Philadelpbia for
§20,000.

l During the campaign of William
Henry Harrison (*“Tippecance’},
!in the,'year 1840, a log cabin was

prected at Green Bank on the Wissa-
hickon, on the site of the Beautiful
drinking fountain opposite what 1s
known as log cabin bridge.
grounds belonged to Nicholas Ritten-
bouse, 8r., of Roxborough.
Rittenhouse boys, Martin, James,
Nicholas, Jr., Charles and George,
and William Umstead, a cousin, built
the log cabin. This unique building
was used by the Tippecanoe boys of
Roxborough. A Dbateau was placed
on wheels, and used in the many
parades hereabouts. 'The old log
cabin was npot popular with the
Democrats, especially those from
Manayunk, aod at times large crowds
would “occasionally vislt e Wissa=
hickon, and terrible fights took place,

often ending seriously to some of the

participints.
" fn after years the old cabin was
enlarged, and was @ pupular resort
for plcnic and boating parties. It
was kept by a man named Tommy
Lewellyn. He sold spruce beer and
mead from big stone bottles for. five
cents a glass, and ginger cakes for a
penny. There were pet bears fastened
to strong chains, and lively monkeys
that were a source of amusement for
the small boy.
zoological garden
Park grounds.
[The coneluding instalment of Dr.
Keyser’s lecture will be
week’s issue. — Ed.
Gazebte. ']

in what Is now|
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Flational Guard

-
By Kenneth MacDougall

A 4% |
fli’ Pushers of pens and pencils, ir
; Workers uf wood and ntesl, Il?‘
i

Doctors, lawyers and buglness men,
Answer the pugle's peal.

e
=g

Huvrying throngs of khakl,
y Fumble of wagon traln,
" Clatler of cavalry horses,
The Guard ls called out agalin.

‘Back from the sun-haked desatl,
Stalwart, alert’ and hard,

" Protecting the nation's vitals,

Is the much-knpeked Natlonal

s

The |

Fiye '

This was the first]

Guard,

Give them the praise that's due
them,

For the regular calls 'em “pard."

| Wateh cut for the wives and fam-
I flies of the men of the Nation-
*-!L al Guard,

1

e )
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THE UNKNOWN DEAD. 4

There are graves that lie in the forest
deep,
There are graves en the plain alone,
Where the fallen soldiers calmly sleep
'Neath the plain board marked “Un-
known."”

There are graves where no prayer was
ever heard
Nor seund of the muffled drum,
But their dirge is sung by the forest
bird,
While the wild bees drowsily hum,

Heed not if the falling drops greet our
ears
As we deck each lowly bed,

given in next >
“Tndependent- God's clouds are weeping sorrowful

tears
Q'er the graves of the unknown dead.




U Ind gt 2-16-28
LOCAL SOLDIERS
AWARDED MEDALS!

Qeven Local Men Honored by
108th Field Artillery
Medals

e ——

GEN. PRICE OFFICIATED|

At n recent ceremony in, the armiory|
of the 108th Field Artillery, at Broad |
lm'.d Diamond streets, seven members |

I
Lof that reglment, who are residents ufl

IGermantown, were decorated for pRoep=,
ftional driil attendanee, ‘The men re-
lruclviug the medais were Captain wil- |
linm P, Dix, 533 East Mayland stregt,
Ufor pertect, op 100 per cent, drill atsl
Frendanee during the years 1024, 1925;]
626 and 1927 First Ligutenant Gue-
Ftave Blind, 545 Bast Mayland sireet.
1!01- 100 per cent atiendance during |
L1625 and 1927; First Lieutenant Or-|
lmond. F. Fitzgerald, 13¢ Bast Tulpe-
‘hocken slreel, 1027; Master Bergealil
]Wﬁlmm Baker, Headguariers Battery,
017 Norwood strect, during 10:;!4.‘
1025, 1926 and  1927; Stafl  Sergeant |
Tawrence, BEottery “C, 2035 Cchureh |
Bigne, 1928 and 1927, Sergeant Mal- |
eaim Baker, formerly in Hepdguarters
Satiery, 6817 Norwood strget, 1925, and
Caorporal John J: Cussidy, Battery “F
739 East Thayer streot, 1936, 1986 and
1027 |
The orders of Colonel wWilliam A
Sfareh, commanding officer of the Tegis
Sent, clring these soldiers, smted;l“'rhe-
fallowing vametl offgoys and pnl
wm%mz-mgxmﬁr-%w&*ifréﬁ&
' inelr falihfulness and strics
agplication to thelr milttary duty, This|
§& apparent from the fact that thefy
gHid not missn single ordered drill di's)
fipe the years mentionad. The egedls
flent exomple get by thei, faltowed, by
0 in she regiment, would, rulhe the
feeglment to dlig point ot elficlensy tmc‘l‘,
{esprit-de-corpy that might well malke
i4lie metion and Slate proud of 1w’

msged tor

| pmjor General Willlam G- Price iy
gonernl ot e Pennsylva-'

| commanding

nia National

| ceremonlies and pinned

on uhe blouse of cocly officer and
gntitled to oOne. L

Mauy young men residents of OGer-

| mantown @re members of this fing old

Guard pficlited &t the
s bronge medal
mun

regiment which was organized back

took the nsme
which wons the
hiad ever

| 1840 and whiclhy then,
| “The Nationnl Guards”
|GErst time Lhis. auame
fused 1o LIS country
regiinohit came th nams

rire Natlonal Gusrd i the United
states, This regiment has served
[ through  thres Wore, thy Civik War,

| where 1t participated: in 31 battles; the|
|E‘-pzmish

War,

boen |
and irom this
for the exna]

antt  the World War'
where il took part In us many battles

awany regiinent in the American Army. |
ineidentally this regiment wus, one of
ihree Pleld Artillery regiments .out of
the onttire American Expeditionary
Faree in France ihat wis selected 1o
combat service in Belguim and for that
nonor carries ihe Belglan Lion on Its
Regimental Coat-of -arma. |

Tt is not believed that many resi-
cents of this sectlon are as familiny
with the history and records of this]
wontlerful re; ent 2& they should be,
although many young men of this sec<
tlon belong to the 108th, as one of the
officers said recently: “‘We should have
many more {rom Germantown nnd |
Ohestnut Hill as the men we do have
from these sections ars of the finest
type. They are mostly Non-commis-
sloned officers and are in line 1or more |
sromotions. The more young men of
that type we heve the better we will
Itke it."”

Ind. ﬂ}m,w&

1-[le”
The ‘Wissahickon

The tyro who attempls & task

Which seems too much, hia sitlll, to
IS Rt .

While meditating on the feat,

Will feel his heart Ia tumilt beat.

Eo 1. with throbbing. sinking soul,
Assume’ the pOeTs caring rale,

To humbly sing of stream ant shore,
“And old-time Wissahickon lore.

Phrough scenes of steepest Alpine

5 charm, ;
Past ruined miil and hilistde farm
F'he Wissahickon's waters 0ow;

*Neath bridges which are old and low,
‘©Or lofty spans, whose arches’ strength,
‘Bupport thelr graceful, leaping length;
©r flow past lanes of ‘early days,

An quiet or In racing Ways.

woody glants try
-plouded sky,
hanks of ghrub and

By proves, where
To reach the fescy
'SWhere dense, dark
o fern
Hide Bare rock-faces, cold and stern,
By spruce and poplar, larch and pioe,
Lattice-trimmed with clinging vine; -
Orr fafls, and through tng  shady
: paals, . ;
Past olifls, which gleam “With garnet

| |® jewels,

| :They flow past

Monastery, old,

‘Of which religious tales are tald,

| And pass the caves of plous men,

| B sought seclusion in a glen;

“And nere, ‘tis said, from high was
& 7 thrown,

The holy Kelpins' Wisdom Stone,
“Past Lovers Leap, where Lippard
¥ writes,

‘Mo wed a maid, by Indian rites.
Canges  which ply this spring-f
! stream, e

—

4! Lett. “Yellow River's green-clad vale, !

- To travel d

B ———TTTTTTT

nakes o enstle of the
Livezey in his pesc
zedd mear hab

{.
An englne crosses o'er High Bridge,
AWhieh towers just above the B'llg;e:
1ts warning slgnal gmites my ear,
A blast’ that wakens sleeplug fear;
for in the quietness of the ‘dell,
Whiere calmuess always seems to dwell; |
It's such n Welgs unearthiy thing, {
Like fabled ogiv's whistling. - {

In days of dim and distant past,
When nets for finny tribes were cast,
The State in Schuyliill Fishing Club, |
Tor sport and feas wes & hub.
The hotike, they say, sonce & mill
“And by good luck, it's standing still”
Whers Wissahlckon vowa ifs troth.

And jolns the Schuylkill River's froth,

Fond day dreams, which dze ever pmin.
Traverse the highways of my ‘brain.

Betimes they come with martial ring
Of troopers madly galloping,
TWhen Armstrong and hls patriot band,

Who fought to free our favored land,
Attpcked the Hessions on the hill
Penind the snclent Robeson MIlL

Sometimes McLane, the British goad,
/Would use a Wissahickon road, :
Down which his sllent scouts would.

I speed,

| Bach mounted on & foaming steed.
En route to burn abatis line, |
And eend chills down & Redcoats|

His phantom ralds of mystery,
Wil always live in mmm

Or Pitz, with Chester County band, -

Would come to rald surrounding land.
'And here was heard, o'er splash-of falls..
‘As patriots baftered Chew Homse walls,

Tha fhufed sounds of hitter fght
At Gormantown from dawn to night. |

qul;orcggh‘s CGircenn Boys, natlve follk
Who belped to shed the tyrant's voke,
Would congregate nt Levering's Inn,
Before their spylng would hegin, '
With' stenlth they'd make some hiil's
descent ; =
For mesaages “Mom’™ Rinker sent,
And poss them on to Washington,
Who planned to make Howe's soldiers,
. |
|
A litfle ereel, which adds Its foam, I
Had, near {ts source, Pastorius' home, | i
Where harpased Friends from forelzn |
elimes : f
Found happiness in oy-gone times,
Here Rittenhouse, the Mennonite,
Frém rags made paper clean and white; |
And here one marn, where hemlocks,

swoy,

. A star-sage first saw light of day.

|

. And writers tell how Indian tribes,

| Cast out by Clvilization’s gibes,

[

qw1i the sunset

. irom thelr 2|




%M ﬂ‘a*

No m;a worll,&
Or capture fieh, with ne Z-, sar;
Nor would they in o hm#

Cleave awift cascadlan iws‘mﬁunh.
It seems, to me, a fad-

The waythundtans ;aﬂ.thenie | ]

‘In boyhood's days, with piaymnl.u
1 ‘dear,
I waded in tha wnters clear,
And, clambering up the hills we'd rove l
Through darkest shadows of a grove, |
g:u bngz;;d causing us to pause, |
plerce the forest's inky jaws;
And then, with Nature's beauty, cloyed,
We waﬁhed steel mongers, at Pem:oyd. !
I

We often roamed on sumMmer nlght.a.
wu.n. nﬁeehlﬁwu dear, 'neath I.‘.lma.n
'mu- t%ggu in dreams, before me allde
‘"I A5 1 reedll the moonlit tide; =
Some arms, by chance, slipped ’rouu.d
' the walst,
Ot glrlish ﬂgu:es. slimly graced,
ggd nestling close, with Joy complete, |
elr’ vacillating lps would meet. i

]m tree-fllled confines form o eage,
%‘ fenthered actors, on Life's stage.

~Yellow 'Throats, and Warblers, |
'r;;m egnts. and Wrens, snd Bparrows
'nmn cmunm and speeding gwal-
B o e

Crows,
! Are seen along its green hedgerows.

Or Golden Pheasant wings his way,
To meet his mate, in plumagse gay.
It's just the place where Audubon

Wm.ml ‘most assuredly be drawn. .

But mnnmer files, and {rost dﬁcends.

m tale of wondrous besuty found
m mlrmount‘s Wissahickon ground

w:m auouz. and Isugh, and mmy

[ Describing curious trageries,

The snow is hard-packed on the roads,

And sleighs flash past, with tmppy'
loads,

[ And roadhouse keepers, cheery hosts, 4

Serve warming focas 1o those who,

inbiall o :

"]'u»lﬁeaﬂ Mtﬂﬁi‘ﬁs the sea.

munmu with unusual ease, ||

fw tha o ns h!l-u.

¥ollen by the melting S
abers, Onoe are.mneonw.

‘They're Hke 2 beast, reledsed at last’
At end of long and steady fast,

Which roars and leaps, in lberty, °
|
our hum:\n soqu oftiimes despair, |
When loided down with worldly care; !
1t's then I trave the solitude,

in ykieh to shed my worrled mood.
Oh, 1 will néver cease to praise,

The workings of God’'s wondrous ways;
In Wissahickon's shadows lurk,

The prool of His ewn handiwork,
iwuary 3, 1928. A. O. CHADWICK

Ind. W /o315
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Mechanical mgnnu ity was a tralt of
three generatious of the leckenstein
family, living at 5084 Germantown
i].\"ell\lﬂ
| u.w ; F‘lcﬁk&.ﬂstﬂiﬂ it is sald, madu
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OLD-TIME WORTHIES
of GERMANTOWN

F’RF‘T)F‘RII‘I( FLECKENSTEIN

U Like

5

casl In America was made for
Saurs. His son SEamuel continued the
shop. Though he lived to a great age.

he never visited Philadeiphia. Fred-

erick Fleckenstein, a son of the sscond

Sammel, was the last of the family.

his grandfather and father, he

the |




did all surg of mending and repalring
for the people of lower Germantowi.
The first two members of the lamily
had a rule of charging but @ cents for
any job they undertook. Frederick
followed the same course, until the
increased cost of living compelled him
to increase his prices. '

In the History of 0ld Germantown

is the follawing about Frederick
Fleckenstein:

“Eccentric as he was in many
regpects, he had a large clrele of
friends and probably no one of his

time was hetter known than *Freddie’
Fleckenstein, Hig shop was a populay
resort.  Here, especlally on mm‘m_\"
days, the men of the neighberhood |
weare accustomed Lo gather and discuss |
the news of the day. The place coulidl,
witn the greatest propriety, have been |
appropriately styled *the old curiosity
shop,” for all over it were hung or
strewn bunches ol keys, old locks of
every size and description, bolls, nuts,
buckles, wodd [ragments of harness,
carriages, plows and farming goar of
various kinds; in fact, odds and ends
of almost every lmaginable description,
‘Freddie’ was on good terms with the
chickens and plgeons who [reqefitly
vigited him

“When the Civil War broke out, all
.the necessaries of life advanced in
price, aml ‘Freddid® was reluctantly
compelled to raise his price for a job
to 5 cents, in order to save himself
‘rom  absolute beggary. The step s
said to have weighe#t heavily upon his
conscience.

“Although he could not boast of
much of an eduecation, 'Freddie’ was
far from being an ignorant man. Lov-

ing nature as he did, he derived from
ger much knowledge not obtainable
from books. He was particularly fond

af botany and mineralogy, and in his
frequent walks wiin a rading of |
twenty-five or thirty miles of German- |
town he learned where Lo find the rar-|
pst and most interesting specimens of
plantg and minerals,

Heowas' a bachelor aud lived alone
in the same huilding in which hig
shop was situated and in which his
ancestorg had lHved and lahored lor so
many vears, About 1880 he contracted
a severe cold that soon developed into
roeamonia, Some of his neighbors,
learning that he was ill, called to see
him. and in a spirit of kindness clean- |
led up his sleeping room and gave him

a bath. The sudden shock of the bath
was too great for his enfeebled con-
dition, and additional congestion en-

He
he

zyed, which resuited in his death.
wae about 80 vears of age when
died.

“After his death an examinalion was
made of his trunks, when it was found
that he possessed a considerable supe
ply of elegant clothing and underwear
that had doubtiess helonged fo his
father, as he waz never Known to wear

T
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on the Wissahickon.

ERECTED BY TIPPECANOEITES

The Odd Cabin a Popular Rehort Forty
Yenrs Ago—Gutted by a Gang of Mana-
yunk Demderats Daring the Harrison-
Van Buren Campalgn—-How the Bl
Cregur Crowd Was Cléancd Out—Other
Reminiscences of Ye Good Ol Days,
The Beoson Calin,

The Old Log Cabin, so familiar to resi- |
dents of Geemantown dand vicinity forty
or more years ago, was built of logs, ns
;lfw maﬁm c'ilrnnte.a. It _-dww cunlﬁt.ruﬁ!ﬁﬂd_
or po rposes [during the o
ghiu'-a.i_ui}’har?i 't[:?dur” an.mpﬁgn of Wi}{f
liamy Henry Harrison. Tog cabing and
hard cider become the party embloms,
and a¢ both were features of all the polit-
ical demonstrations of fhe canvass ( whicl
{ witmpseed the introduction of the enor-
mous mdss meetings and processions that
have since been common just before
Presidential elections), Niehblas Bitten-
honige, 8r., a well-known resident of Ger-
wmantown, his sons and some friends, de-

1 termined to erect a log cabin house,

uf - the Wissahickon ereek, at a place
known as Green Bank, some six or seven
hundred feet below Rittenhonse street;
The land  where this

built belonged to Nicho
After it was completed, it was furnished
with the regulation keg of cider, and
those whe frequented the place weore
supplied with cider free. The Kitten-

cabin hnt was |
Rittenbouse, |

| Sketch of the Famous Old Log Cabin

hooses were enthusiastic uu]a]mﬂm'ﬁ of

Harrisen, andat times the Tippecanoe
boys became engaged in heated disoise
siang with the Van Bures boys, frequert-
Iy Teadivg to personal encouwmtors over
the lag house and its supporters.

THE BILL (HEAR GANY,

Ouwme ogeasion a party of Demoerats
from Manayunk, lreaded by a noterious
chiamgeter, W1l Oregar, whe afterwnrds
served several terms for ceunterfeliing,
and who died in jail at anadyaneed age
severil yoars ago, made an attack on the
Old log Cabin hat,  After a stubborn
defence by the Rittenhouse boys and
some friends, thealtacking party suogeed-
ed in dviving the Harnison men over
e Wiscalickon hills, gntted the inte-
rier of the cabin, and ended for s
time its political g}ll@' oand  interest.
‘The Manayunkers held possession for
sametinie, untdl -a party which was or-
ganized at Dan
streat and Wadhington lane, wentoahe
Wissahickon, where they were redin-
foread by the Rigtenhonse boys, Thi
“was 106 hottest fight of all, and ﬁéﬁ
dor =l ‘time ithe *,w'emzige wof the Wil
Cregar %ﬂﬁ from Manayunk,

It sheuld be understood that nearly
everybody in Germantown was enthus-
iastic for General Harrison. His prestige,
‘owing to his suegess in the Indian-wars,
aide him the popular ‘hero,- just s
| Dewey 1_alt9-day.P?hm. i why thesym-

jpicnies and dance pastiée. The rival
vilunteer fisemen
whis place, and settled their differences |
inca winy whieh had & dendency to bring

Mhomae Lewellyn.
whingy, introduced the sale of epruce

wach, with large gingar cakes for r.?n'i,

; thial ‘brouglit crowds of
The site silected was on the east bank | plac

pothy-of the place swent it to ‘the Rit-
tenhouse boys after ithey were defeated
attthe (ld Log Cubin.

TIHE CATIN (CITANGES  HANDE.

Many of élieolder Germantowners o
anember Whese encounters and talk abont
them 1o dhin doy with a good-deal of
interest.  Pregidential election eontests |
have somewhat sobered down @hic past !

$oon after the dessh of President !
Harrison, which .eccurred .on &oril 4,
1841, one month after his inaugnration,
the Old Tog Cabin passed intothe hands

twenty-five years.

Of 1 man nemed JohnCully, whe malde

a papular resort of the place,  The Wis- l
ﬂ:l‘:i::kun pike was then opened as far s
the.ald Red Bridge, After s faw yearsit
became a recognized  ‘hendguarters oy

oceasionally met al

the old hostdlry into ®ad repute for a
few vears, )

The mext owner was o anan named
MHe, among . otlker
beer—big stone bottles—[or live centd
ool each. Row boats swere placed on |
the eresk and hived out forfifty cends 4
half day, or filleen cents an hour.  TLe
(ld Log Cabin now began to inerease in
popularity.

FOURTH OF JULY A BIG DAY,

The Fourth of July was always a day
cpple “ta thi
Scopes of wagon loads of anen, |
and childesii whe came drom |
well-Blled lunch |

e,
WwOoLnen
aniles. aronnd, with
baskets, bad improvised tables in il |
woods near by.  Whitsuntide, too, wag
a holiday for the boye, who ecame with |
fishing lineand long poles for a dayls
HI}uﬂ And a# there was always some- |
thing to ceteh in those carly days there
was & gondly representation from Ges
maniown, where fishing was & subjods
for vegular dizenssion in the shoemaker
ghope of the place.  The translagion of
of \e’hm-llirrknu. the Indisn pame, means
“eatfish waters,” and it i doubtfal if

there were many shoemakers in Germman-s |

town who did not visit the cresk on
Mondays to try their Inck. 48
Unele Jake Rittenhouse was the rosog:
nized champion fisherman along 1}1u|
creck., He could cateh move fish than

| any other man, for he knew afl the ed

ines' tavern, Msin |

|

to feed. {
homting was a pastime in the woods adja-

‘CUryetal came into possession.

dier and gpote where the fish wonld comg
This was at a time when eoon

cent, and no one had better luek than |
Unele Jake with either rod or gnn, l
After Lewellvn, # man named Me-
His new
methods were not admired by many aof
the former frequenters of the resort, and |
the popularity of the place began ta |
wane, During Lewellyn's and MeCrystal's

occupancy the former primilive appear
ance of the place was changed, _
| tione were made (o the bnildings, and |

Addi: |

monkevs and chained bears were in
troduced to attraet yisitors. The bears
were taught to pull corks from ihe
bottles of spruce beer, drinking the con-
tents stunding on hind Jegs.
A RIVAL RESORT.
The fathor of . J, Benson erceteda
log bt on the opposite side of the creek,
which became quite a rival resort, It




L

was located on ﬁmund belonging to the

Righters, This was, of course, before

the Park Commissioners took charge of

the gronnd. -

i Mhe Benson cabin wag known as the
“Tamnitage.” It was built in 1841, one.
eqr after the Old Log Cabin. Edward

Benson was given permission by Charles

Righter, tho owner of the ground to ent

the logs in the woods and erect his cabin, |

“where he and his family of seven boys
and two danghiers lived. Those now

| i\'fi_]r_ﬁ of the Benson family ave Charles,

“Haoratio J., George and two danghters.

L_ ! ﬁ}'ﬂonﬂ the other proprietors of the

d Log Cabin was Tarry Young, after-
W a vestaurant. keeper in German-

Aown, ¢ :

_ After the Park Commissioners gecured

mé und, the Old Log Cabin and the

buildings connected with the same were
torn down, and a drinking fountain and |

- walering trongh were built on the site,

Thus departed for all time the most popo-

lar and noted resort and stopping place

;'n the Wisahickon drive.

One of the original buildings in which the Dobson cafpet weavers began their actlvities more than

‘s hundred years ago. The firm has now retired from business. '

Seott's Fami_
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Great Memorial |

at Valley Forge
to Rise Swiftlyl

Ground to Be Broken for|
Church This Week, Dedi- i
: cation Planned for 1932, '

Restore Old Surroundings

By JOSEPH L. COPELAND
©One of the ploneer Industrial villages
aof America, & place famous in its day
for the guality of lron from its forge
and slitting mill, this week will cele-
Brate the birthday of a man who made

the place even more famous by Hving
there for six months, It will be an
|elaborate celebration, marked by the
breaking of ground for a 810,000,000
memorial church in his honor. And he
was a farmer and never connected with
or even interested In the lron Industry,

The first publie celebration of this
man's birthday was, held i{n this vil-
lage exactly 180 years ago thlg year.
1t was far from elaborale, conslsting
merely of the playing of a few "pleces”
by & group of bandsmen who wore umnl-
forms of shreds and patches because
they had no othor clothes and who
stood in the deep snow with thelr feet
wrapped in vags because they had no

~ The little stone house befors which
they stood still is there and looks to- |
~ after its recent restoratlon, very
el is it must hve looked upon, that
ocasion. One can Imaglne these men.
Ahsir faces pinched with cold and hun-
. tooting thelr fifes, blowipg theld
A orns and beating Chelr drums Lo tlie
fune of “¥Yankee Doodle” and other
popular alrs of the day as they stood
wering within the dooryard,

Proud of Thetr Spirit,
And one can aleo see In imaginution
that other man, tall and grave and
(dignified, standing with his wifa on
the broad stone doorstep snd listening
with respectiul Interest to this “con-
cert” inn his honor. Tt ls recorded that
fie “distributed a gratulty among the
bandsmen who had  serenndad  him,
And as he stood there hils heart must
haye been touched, not only by sorrow
gL their condition. but by pride at the
spirit that upheld them.
~ It was concerning these men nnd
their comrades that he wrote thal win-
for: “Naked and starving as they nre,
we cannol enough admire the incom-
parable patlence and Ndelity of the|
galdiery.” ‘The man was Washington:
the pluce was Valley Forge,
Tt mny be said with mo exaggeration
Hhat the vieitor to Velley. Forge cdnl
goe there America In microcosm; the
simple, plain-faring America of the
sst. a5 seen in (he restored village
gtitﬂu banka of Valley Creek; the
mighty Americn of today ws exemplified
_the moblo, coatly, beautiful Wush-
1 Memorisl group of chureh . and,

P lda (L,uu;{. -
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ehapel. museum, librury and tower ris-
fng in magnificcnce on the adjolning
hilltop.

To Begin Work on Chureh. .

It Is the greatést unlt of this group,
the National Washington Memaorial
Church, to cost §10,000,000, to sccoms-
modate a congregation of 10,000 aud
to be completed. as to its structure, ati
Jeast, in four years, for which ground!
will be broken this week. L

The restoration of the old village of
Valley Forge, or such parts of It as
had not disappeared Years &go. is one
of the most interesting bits of recon-
struction that has been done in these
days of widespread interest In the
houses. furniturs, manners and cus=
toms of our Colonlal sncestors. Part
of this work has been completed under
the direction of the Valley Forge Park
Cammission and the remainder 18 19
progress.

The work finished ineludes the re-
bullding of & group of three stone cob-
tages, dating almosi to Lhe time of 1he
enoampment, us homes for park work-
men; restoration of Washington's head-
cuarters to 1t& appearance when Waoli=
ington lived there: reconstriction of
an pld stone house adjolning that had
the sppearance of 1877, notl 1777, untl
removal of its mansard roof and the
modern stucco revealed its old llnes
and beautiful stone walls; restoration
of two old barms, removel of a greai
many sheds and bitls of rubbish and
planting of the eld village site besldn’
1he oreek with flowers that blopmed in
Colonfal gardens, native shrubs and!
frecs.

Mis Headquarters Restored,

The change at Washington's hend- |
quarlers is noteworthy. Formerly 1t
fhad the barren sppearance characters)
istieof an unlovely institution. Today |
it looks like a home, and iis white
picket fenee and dooryard garden have
won the admiration of thousands of
visitors. ‘To give it its presenf appear-
ence a log addition, said to have been
the plece where Washington dined, wWis
torn down because it was found 10
have been built of telegraph poles.

The poluting of the walls was rc-t
moved and an older type substituted;
the modern fAoor of the kitchen was
yemoved snd a brick floor put ing the
modern plaster celling was taken out,
exposing the old oak beams, and the
great fireplace was restored 1o its origi-
nal appeargnce. 'Theee changes, 10>
gether with the planting plan carried
out by Richard S. Burns, resident land-
scape architect, are responsible for the
peauty that now exists in the fumous
old village.

It was on December 19, 1777, that
the 11,000 men remaining of ‘Washing~
ton's army after the discouraging ‘losu:all1
at Brandywine and Germantown,
merched over the Gulph road nto
Valley Forge. This hamlet of a dozen
houses, cottages and mills, for many
years had been famous for iis ron
works, called the Mti. Joy Forge, after |
one of the two hills. named “Joy" and |
“Misery,” pimost 100 years hefore by
Wwilllam Penn. iost upon one whilé ex-

loring his new land grant, and found

his friends upon the othier.

British Burned Forge.

_ After a time the people of the vi-
oinity galled the place ¥ “the
walley { and so It

Beptember fo crosi the Sk River
al the ford there, and In passing had
burned the forge and other manufac-
turing bulldings end had set fire to
and destroyed many acres of timber on.
the hills. .

They had some reason for burning
the forge, for it was making munitions |
for the “rebels” Shortly after the
Declaration of Independence this iron !
works and others in Eastern Pennsyl-
vania set up gun shops and began
turning out muskets for the Conti-
nental Army. But the valiey forge was
Enown long before the Revolution. The
walley creek supplied a strong flow o!-l
water, and 1t was upon its banks that |
the grandfather of Isanc and David |
Potts, owners in Washington's day, es-
tablished one of the first fron manu-
facturing plants in -America.

The fact that Valley Porge is con-
nected with America’s industrial prog-
ress, that It was & ploneer industrial
settlement, usually s lost slght of in
contemplation of the spiritual aspect |
of this most sacred of places. 'I'hel
reat fect that upon these surrounding

11ls & naked, starving, untrained army
went through one of the most severe
winters in history, lost more than one-
quarter of its strength by frostbite; |

pnewmonia and smallpox, and emerged
w diseipined force thal went forwsird
to win the Revolution, overshadows ail:
other things. |

Greatest Battle Withoul a Shoel. 5

The prentest battle of ihe war was
fought here. although not a gun Wwas
fired. 1t was u battle of the splrit and
fram U camne Ameriea viglorious. Tt
waa fought by plain, honess, ferm lads,
apprentice boys, smull shophkecpers and
tradesmen, tinkers and journeymen. led |
by some othér plain honest furmers
business men, gentlemen of high ldeals
and small country equlres. All sul-
fered the pangs of hunger and the]
pangs of desth. when death was their|
portlon, with egual courage snd fartl=!
tude. And in the ecquallly of death
tHey lie today In unmarked graves all
over the ¢antonment. Tl

It is to keep alive this gpiritual gual-
jay, this remembrance of the sacred
dead, thig religlous falth that ix in-
herent in the people of Americe and
ghines forth Ih every great national
crisls, that the Nationnl Washington
Memorial Church will be built upon
the hilltop,  And as the village in the
valley portrays Ameriea of an early
day. with 1ts relies of forge and mill
ghowing Industry slowly and palnstak-
Ingly molileved, so will the great nk-
tlonal ehureh on the hill above portray
the Amorion that has grown from thai
day to this,

Probably the moot significant Lhing
about this ehureh is that. tt will vons |
fadn within Its  walls memoripls of
every race ancd every mnatlon that has
had a part in the making of America
from ilie earllest times to the preseut.
Each bay, or division I the roof, of the
greal Gothic bullding tHat is to be 2
reproduction of the famous York
Minster, of Engnd, will be dedicated
fo some nation ar people.

Young Cleric’s Life Work.

This building will carry on o splen-
did fwfillment the Jife work of the
Rev., Dr. Herbert Burk. the fambus
bullder of the famous Washington
Memorial Chapel. As a youug clergy-
man 25 years ago Dr. Burk dreamed of
m small wayside chapel at Valley Forge
He set aboutl the tusk of accompllishlug
what he dreamed, with the result that
the present chspel is one of the mosi
beantiful small church bulldings in the
world,

18 0 small hulldi
pre than 100 w
the visitors










GRADE CROSSING REMOVAL ﬁT WISSAB’.ICKON STATION
mmWsWWdhmthMth avenue at

Wissahickon Station. The work is mow just about completéd. The upper picture is a view from the

bridge. mmpmmmm'mgww-nmummﬁe




-

@

%AW 12-30- 1898

A CENTERYAND

- THREE-QUARTERN

IZChurch of the Brethren Celebrates
f Its 175th Anniversary,

| PASTOR’S MEMORIAL SERMON

|,-ln Interesting Historieal Sketch of the

| Duonkard Charel in  Germantown—Wiss

Organized Fifty-Thiee Years Beforothe
| Declaration of Independence—Some of

[ Its Landmirks—O01d-Time Printing In

Germantown.

In accordance with the announeoment
in last week's INDEPENDENT-(RAZRTTE, i0-
I teresting special seryices have been held
during the weck at the Church of the
Brethren, Main street, above Sharpnack,
Y in commemoration of the 175th anniver-
sary of the orgavization of the church,
The most notable feature of the exercises
thus far held was the memworial sermon
| preached by the pastor, the Rev, George
N. Falkenstein, on Sunday evening. The
1 sermon follows :
MEMORIAL SERMON.

““I call your attention to tho reading of
Prov. xxii, 28 : ‘Remove not the ancient
landmark which thy fathers have seb,’
It is not my purpose to preach from thia
text to-night, however fruitful the test
might hein itself, but rather apply the
thought to this memorial oeccasion On
this Christmas evening it is 175 years

| that the Brethren Church of Gernmagn-

| town was organized, and I welcome you

to a brief study of the history of these

| years. Without a carcful study we ean

| hot conceive nor properly apppreciate
(| what it meansto go back in our history
to Decemboer 25, 1723, What a vast
amount of the world’s higtory in those
years | What a marvelous advancement
1in industrial and material  interestel
‘ What astounding pmﬁmﬂﬁ in invention,

science, art, literature
| ““The organization of this congrogition
ook })]ace a3 years before the Dacla-
tion of Independence. The higtory and
development of the Brethiren Ohurel is
interwoven with the history und develop-
ment of the nation.  Our fathers assisgad
in the congnest of the unhabitable wilds
and in the transformation of the primeﬂ
| val forests into the richiest of God's sores
of golden harvest fields. They passed
through the national vicissitudes with sad
experiences.  They endured nntold sae-
ifice and suffering in the cruelty of un-
relenting war, It meant sacrifice; im-
prisonment, death, triumph,

PERSECUTION OF THER PIETISTS.
“But what gave them the might

power of devotion to faith and duty, an
the endarance in the moment of bitter
| trial * ~The church was born and reared
amid scenes of porsecution,
of cold Tormalistic ritualism i

In the days
n Germany

and women  longed ' and

carnestly  for  deliverance,
lor religions  freedom to  worship
God according to  the dictates of
conscience, for epiritual life and holy,
pious living. The Catholie, Lutheran
and Reformed Chorehes alone were
recognized. Those who dared to dissont
from these views were denounced as
Pietists and persecuted. The movement
insuguarated by the Pletists became the
second Reformation. In these scenes of
agitation and in thisstruggle for advance-
ment in spiritual life, the Brethren
Church was organized in Schwartzman,
| Germany, in 1708, The members of'the

| men
| prayed

lessons of the

it experience and devoliod

that will lead ue to greater consecration.

Where are the
1| et
| Have we
‘ lesg]

[ call

gpiritnal.
fold life.
not to eat with
and thus extende
nal inskruction.

work m-day

Narrow in s scope.

Jandmarks they have
gudance of our lives?
removed some of thiese or care-
passed them by?
“In tracing thess” landmarks, let me
your attention to them under thros!
h—Vviz: Social, civil and political,
Christ represented this thirees
In this sovial life He hesitated
ublicans and SiTINers,
L the domain of spirit-
. Dar religions life and
is ineffectmal, becanse tog
The same individ-

for the

FUEH T

OLD DUNKARD CHURCH AND PARSONA

| infant church, bui eight in wne begin-
ning, rapidly inereased innumbers, and
| as quickly persecution came. Driven
J from their homesand from provinee to
provinee, they could nowhere find a
place of safety or security from the evil
spirit of persecution. They were fined,
tﬁa}- were imprisoned, they were tor-
tured; bui the sehooling of eleven years
of bitter experience only inereased their
faith and strengthened their devetion.
They welpomed the news of Penn's

Penn's ‘own lips, in Holland), and they
longed for the enjoyment of its religions

land and kindred with sad hearts, bl
the change was infinitely their gain. The
wild woods of the néw world, with [ree-
dom  of devotion to God, was better
than the native home, with persecation,

THEY “'WALKED WITH Gon."'

“In Septemiber, 1718, about twenty
families landed on these friendly shoves
of the Western World, to realize their
fondest hopes, and four years later or-
ganized this congregation of which von
and T are members, and the first organ-
ized in America.

“Now, a5 we take a historical review
to-night, T bid you notice some of the
journeyings of this people. They have
imﬂ their night marchas, their frials
without and within, suffering and per-
se{:ul.irﬁ: at home and abrmu%; bt when
I see their peace, progress and propserity,
I am led to say that the Lord hals hogn
with them to gnide and keep and bless,
They ‘walked with God,” like Enoch of
old. TIn recognition of His goodness,
their lives say to us, ‘Hitherto hath the
Lord helped 'ug.’ - It is not then so im-
portant to know every fact and detuil of

their lives as it is for me to learn the

Provinee (some had heard the story from |

freedom. They bade adien to Fatlier

|

GE. °

unl 18 religious in the assembly of wor-
ghip, and in social and civil life, scenlar+
and sinful. The entire Christian Church
ie thus feeble in its best efforis to evange-
lize the world. =

TUE SOCIAL LANDMARK.

“There is only one landmark T can ng-,
tice in theirsocial life, and that one mnst
always be dear to every true heart., Tt
was the blending of the public worship |
around the home altar. They gathers
around the home hearth to receive thaiy
religious instruction.  Tn these religions

meetings pious devotion blended wigh
socinl hosnitality and friendshin  Thiy,
the Brethren worshipped and reachisg”
every avenue of their social life, and the
first awakening in  Germantown was
among the youth,  Remove not this land-
mark, Clontinue to breathe the spirit of
devotion In your social life around the
home altar, and the Lord will bless our
homes as he did the homes of the fathers,
CIVIL AND POLITICAT, LANDMARKS.

“If the Chureh is true to its mission in
the world, it must always be the van-
guard in the expression of the highest
moral standards and the living exponent
of the best elements of advaneed Chrise |
tian civilization.  In the great moral j=
sups in the life of this nation vur chiurch |
held early foremost ground and ocenpied |
it bravely., But how liftle you hear what |
ground our brethren took regarding
slavery. In the agitation of that question |
from pulpit, press and platform, in the |
deadly conflict in cruel warfare, in the
hour of freedom by emancipation, where
was the Brethren Church?  When did
the chureh join the mighty onward |
march of moral advancement to God ? | |

“In 1797 slavery was forbidden in the
church and all slaves emancipated by our
National Conferenee, thus abnlishjng

. L TV o
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did. Their peaeé is another landmark | 55 fest, The cost of thle entire plant,

in their higtory, As followers of Him
who was deelared to be the Prince
Pesice, they have nlwn{ﬁs afpgmﬁd war
and advoeated peace, and that diffietlu

arbitration,
have been many instances of arbitration,

showing that the nations are gradually

adopting arbitration as & means of

peace and the hastening of the time

when they ghall . learn the art of |
war no more.  Let us have peace in the |
nation, in the community, in the home, |
Peace 1s oneof the eardinal prineiples of

l-}w:’Fﬁ@pel of Uhrist,

“There is one more landmark on a
burning national question. Long and
severe has been the agitation, and some-
times bitter the conflict bélween temper-
ance and inlemperance, In ite civil'and
politieal phases, the liguor problem ig
complex and difficult.  The Drothren
have met the question in the domain of
morals and have settled it without com-
promise, as all moral {ssnes nust be get-

"tled, and in | 742, by decigive and positive
raction of the National Conference, pro-
hibited the manofacture and sale of all
intoxicants by any communicant of the
chureh. X ‘

SPIRITUAL LANDMARKS,

“But interesting ag are these congider- |
ations and profitable these lessons, vastly
more important to ug and to a need
world is to know the true scope of their
spiritual work., It ig not what we have,
but what we give, that will bless the
world. We may have millions in gold, |
and not feed one hm;gr\' man, until we

v

tepen our hearts and give. Poor comfort

el ﬂao:..cth.a (917

‘Before the Days
of Street Cars
An interesting chapter in the his-
tory of Germauntown which has not
hitherto been written ig the story of
the extension of street railways to this
Place, - A
When Germantown was consolis
dated with the city of Philadelphia, i
1854, the railroad to Phlladelphia, “W.
part of the Reading system, had been
in eperation for some twenly years
and had lately been extended to.
‘Chestnut Hill. The Germantown
terminug was at Germantown avenus
and Price street, In front of a hotel at'
that point. The station building,
which evervbody called the “depot,”
was not built until 1855, In the rear
of the offices and walting rooms was a
“car house,” 256 by 3714 feet in di-
'mensions and an engine house, 55 by

of |

‘Chestnut Hill business, for in 1836 a|

togetber with the ground, was $13,000.
A ticker office was opened on May 12,

\J

es | 1856, Hillery Krickbaum, who had
between nations should be settled by | tbeen & conductor for eighteén years,
Within recent years there | peing appoinied agent.

_ At that time wood was still burned,
in the locomotives, and during eleven
months of 1855 the Philadelphia, Ger-
mantown and Norristown Railroad
Company speut $31,519 for wood used
as fuel. Then experlments were
made with anthracite coal as [uel, and
that year one locomotive was equlp-
ped tp burn coal. In the course of a
few years coal was used altogether on
the jocomotives.

The rallroad extension to Chestnut
‘Hill was operated by a different com-
pany from that owning the German-
town road, and passengers for Cheat-
nut Hill had to change ¢arg in Ger-
mantowsn, The Chestnut Hill Railroad
made money from the beginning and
had mo debts. It seems that the Ger-

mattown toad craved some of the

bill was Introduced in the State Leg-
islature authorizing the Philadelphis,
Germantown and Norristown Rallroad
Company to build a railroad to Chest-
nut Hill on the west side of German-
town avenue. Pessibly, too, it was the
purpose to forestall any projects te
build a street railway to Chestnut Hill,
for that was the time when sl.reet'
railways were being constructed all:
over the ¢ity., At any rate the plan
arounsed the opposition of citizensand |
was abandoned.

The extent of the traflic on the
Chestnut Hill road ds indicated in the
annual report for 1855, which shows
that during that year 85,294 pas:

sengers were carried, besgides 7000
excursionists.
Germantown business men had a

cause for complaint ugainst the rail-'
road becauge it seemed uninclined to

carry freight. It was agserted that a " Germantown :
package could not be sent in safety to Telegraph"
the city because there was no one to

look aftes it on the tralns. Another Dec., 13th 1848,

allegation made was that it cost more
to send a barrel of flour from Market
street to Germantown than to send It

to Liverpool or Havre, Rallroad givss notice
o quarterly "and other Tegue
lar tickets" not acceptied
on night train, after Jan,
let 1849, Tare 20¢£. -

"

Price: Yearly ticket, be=-
tween Phila,, Manayunk, and
Germantown, down to $30,

Few years before $90. ~
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PLAN ELEVATED LINE ANDNEW STATION -

Reading Railway Contemplates Reopening its Terminus at Germantown Avenue and Price Street
and Abolishing the Dangerous Grade Crossings in tl'le Neighborhood
of Chelten Avenue

-~ - : . -
READING RAILWAY'S FORMI It STATION WHICH MAY AGAIN BECOME A GERMANTOWN TERMINAL

Plans for impertant improvements former station at Germantown avenue g opened on June £, 1832, Horses were
in the railroad facilities of German- | and Price street, which would probably | then used to pun thercars. In Novem-
| be rebuilt to constitute an attractive, | ber of that year Matthias Baldwin com-
| modlern railroad station. pleted his first locomotive, which was
elevated road, the abolition of danger-| pe gid station at Price street was | placed on the Germantown railroad, but
otis grade crossings and the reopening | abandoned about ten yvears ago. Prior | 16 was operated only In falr weather
of a terminal at Germantown avenne | to that time it was the terminus of ' and made but a limited number of
atil Price street, are under considera-| trains that ran only as far as German. wrips daily, horses still pulling the ears
tion by officials of the Remding Rall-] town. on the other trips.
way. It is lkely that they will he It iy said that eventunally the present The station was not built until about
Bronght to fruition after the work of | Chelten avenue station will be devoted {855,  Prior to that two taverns at

town, involving the construction. of an

elevating the tracks of the company ; solely to freight traffic. Germantown avenue and Price 5trnet|
hotween Wayne Junction and Spring The use of electricity as moOtive uuivedl the purpose of waiting rooms. |
Garden street is completed. power may also be a feature of the e

It was the original intention to con-

Conditions in the neighborhood of | contemplated improvementis. By this (Enhe THhE, TatitoRl b - to: Norristosd. ]

Chelten avenue station have long been | menns froquent train service could be - = :
traught with peril, there being grade | attained. .tl‘llll some grading was done V.WSt' of
crossings on Chelten avenne, Baynton The Price street station was the site | C#Vmantown avenue; hut the difficulty
street and Armat street, It i propos | of the terminus of the railroad for of bridging the Wissahickon ravine
ad to elevate the tracks in this locality, | many vears after its construction. The | caused this route to be abandoned, the |
and continue the elevated line over the | road from Ninth and Green streets, road to Norristown heing constructed |
i;;roapm right of wuay as far as the delphla, to Germantown was along the Schuylkill
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All Grade Crossings on the Pennsylvania's Chestaut Hill Branch
Will Be Eliminated Next Year When the Road is Equip-
ped

With Electnc Power

o H Russ

1 CHELTEN AVENUE GRADE CROSSING WHICH W [LL. BE BLIMINATED.

All grade crossings on the Chestnut
JHill braneh of the Pennsylvania Rafl-
‘road will be eliminated when the road
'1g equipped with electric power next
year,

George P. Darrow, member of Coun-
ells,” recelved this information from
officials of the company, and similar
Huformation was given to officials of
Ahe Chestnut Hill Business Men's As-
Jspelation when they applied recently
to the company's officials to have the

- 4 anattic l‘LL'-(‘_

Building $40,000 Shelter Shed.

Ground has been broken [or the
srection of a large shelter shed at
wayne Junerion for the Philadelphia
& IRteading Railway Campany. The
° shed will be sixteen feet in width and
580 [ect in length and will be con-
structed of iron and concrete. The
wark will cost $3u,0vu. The shed will
| extend from Wayne to Germantown
lu\.'mme. below the station. A large
|fm'ﬂ' of men is aiso at work building
a subway for freight trains at Wayne
Junetion and  additional elevated

tracks.

K

dangerous grade crossings In Chest-
nut Hill abolished.

There are four grade crossings on
the Chestnot Hill llne—at Chelten
avenue, Highland avenue, Graver's
lane and Hartwell avenue.

No definite plang have yet been pre-
pared for the bridges or tunnels nec-
eggary in connection with the work,
but the boeard of directors of the com-
pany has authorized the installation
of eleetric power naxtyear,

JOHN MARKLEY

For thirty-two years prior to 1874,
John Markley was known to virtnally
avery resident of Germantown, for
during those thirty-two years he was

engineer of a locomotive pulling pas-
genger trains on the railroad from
Philadelphia to Germantown.

He was born in Norristown in 1817,
and after learning locomotive build-
ing when that industry was young, he
wag emploved in Reading and after-
wards in the repair shops of the Phil-
adelphla, Germantown and Norris-
town Rallroad, in Philadelphla. In
1842 he was madéd engineer of the
“Germantown,” a locomotive on the
Germantown road, the locomotives
then having names instead of num-
bers. These locomotives were much
|gmaller than those now used, For
| gome years Markley's locomotive did
not have a cab, the engineer being
perched beside his levers without pro-
tection from the elements,

In 1846 Markley made hizs home in
Glermantown. He boarded for many
years at the Henry Clay hotel, at the
north eorner of Germantown avenue
and Price street, opposite the Ger-
mantown terminus of the railroad,

That the engineer was a general
favorite in Germantown is attested by
the fact that in 1852 a number of
women of Germantown presented
Markley with a gold watch.

During all the years that he was a
railroad engineer Markley never had
an accident,

After retiring from the railroad ser-
vice, in 1874, he continued fo live in |

Germantown until 1891, when he re-
turned to hiz native town—Norris-
town, There he died in 1885,
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ORGANIZING WAR ON
GRADE GROSSINGS

Committees «f Jmprovement and Busi-
ness Associations of the Ward
Unite in a Campaign.

ACT ON TRANSIT MATTERS

With the purpose of organizing a
ccampaign for the elimination of all
"grade crossings on raflroads in the
Twenty-second Ward, a mecting of
cgommittees of the varlous improve-
iment and business men's assoclations
! of the ward was held on Tuesday even-
“ing in the room of the Germantown
and Chestanuat Hill Improvement Asso-
ciation, in the Vernon Building, Ger-
Cmantown snd Chelten avennes,

It was decided 1o organize with the
title of e Afiliated Buginess and Im-
provement Assoclations of German-
town, Chestnut HIIl and Viewmity.

Pringle Borthwick, of Chegtnut Hill,
was temporary presiding officer; and
Adgison H, Savery, chairman of the
Germantown and Chestnut Hill Im-
provement Associntion's commilles on
street and gteam rallways, was elected
nresident, and Thomas E. Clemens, of
the East wermantown Improvement As-
sociation, secretary.

Various organizalionsg
gented as follows:

Germantown and Chegtnut IT11 Im-
praovement Assoclation—Addisen  H.
Bavery, Willlam H. Hobson and W, I,
Holt,

fermantown Pusiness Men's Asso-
ciation—George B, Darrow.

Wast Geormantown Improvement Ag-
gogintion—Thomas ¢, Parrls, «Samuel
Worthington, Sidney M. Earle, John
O'Brien, Deuniz V. Kennedy and
Thomas 1, Clamens,

Upper Germantown Tmprovement
Aggopintion—George B, M. Swift, W. M.
Conard and 1, B. Smith.

Stemton Improvement Association—
F. M. Harrlg, Jr., W, 8, Dolman.

I Chestout Hill Business Men's Associ-
ation—Pringle Borthwick, John Mars-
Ide‘n, P. . Glvun.
| A resolntion was adopted protesting
against all grade crossings on the
| Reading Railway between Wayne Junc-
tion and Chegtnut Liill and requesting
members of Councils and the mayor to
meet with the representatives of the
allied associations to devise some
j meaus of eliminating these crossings.
William H. Holt explalned his un-
suecessful attemnts to induce the Read-

were repre-

{ing Rallway Coﬂllpa.ny to take steps to

abolish grade crossings.

Dennig V. Kennedy reported that he
had information that the Reading Com-
pany has nad plans prepared for the
elimination of the ¢rossings.

Mr. Barthwick spoke of the ordinance
he had recently introduced in Counells
to abolish grade crossings at Mount
Airy nvenue, Mermaid lane and Willow
Grove avenue, and he thousht German-
town pecple ought to care for their
own ¢rossings.

Mr. Marsden said that a Chestont
Hill ecommitiee had ecalled on Mayor

{ Blankenburg in raference to the grade
crosgings, and that he had promised to
co-nperate in the movement.

The meeting decided fo bring the
new co-operative effort to the mavor's

| attontion and te invite his aid,

| When the condition of street car
| traffic wag taken up, a report was pre-
gented that the Philadelphia Rapld
Transit Company had promised to put
more  ears  on  Germantown avenue
! lines.

For the henefit of East Germantown,
it was decided to ask the Rapid Transit
Company to run a line on the following
voute: Btartlng at York road, over
Cheiten avenue, Whvid avenus and
Twelfih street to a point below Market
street, returning on Thirteenth street.

The meseting also agreed fo ask the
company (0 put into Immediate -oper-
atlrn g ling on Chew street, in accard-
ance with the plans eof the city transit
contmissioner,

A commitiee composed of three mem-
berg of each of tne affiliated assocla-
tions ig to mest officers of the Wapid
Transit Company ta disenss plans for
putiing the trausit commissioner's

| suggestions into effect.

Hepregentatives of the assoeiations

of the ward culed on Morris L. Cooke
director of the department of public
works, yesterday, relative to the grade
crosslng matter. The party comprised
Addigor H., Bavery and Willinm H.
Holt, of the Gérmantown and Chestnut
Hill Tmprovement Asgoeciation; Sidney
M. Earie, of the Fast Germantown Im-
provement Assoeiation, and John Mars-
den, P. . Glyvnn, John MeCroa, Jomes
MeCrea and Walter M. Btaake, of the
Chestnut Hill Buiness Men's Assocla-
{ion.
" Director Cooke told the visitors that
the survey bureau had prepared plans
for the elimination of the grade cross-
ings, but that the work could not be
tommenced until Councils provided the
money to pay for the eity's share of
the cost.

Yontle 190
TALK OF NEW FIGHT
AGAINST RAILROADS

Plan Discussed for Making an Appeal
Solely for the Germantown
District,

NEW RATES GO IN EFFECT

The advisability of making a special
plea on behalf of the Germantown re-
gion for a rehearing before the Penn-

sylvania Public Service Commission, on
the question of inereased raflroad fares
was discussed on Tuesday evening at

the monthly meeting of the board of :
and |-

directors of the Germantown
Chestnut Hill Improvement Associa
tion, and it was decided to refer the
matter Lo the legal committee of the
association, with power to act, Francis
Cuapman is chaifman of this com-
mittee,

Hareld F, SBhertz, a lawyer who iz a
membeyr of the association and who
represented the assocition in the hear-
ingg last week lefore the Public Ser-
vice OCommission, explained that the
hearings were so hurriedly conducted

that many vital matters could not be !l

presented, while wvaluable time was
consumed with irrelevent discussions,
He guggested that the Germantown ani
Chestnut Hill district ougnt to con-
duct any further fight that mizght be
made without regard to other interests,
wasing ita plea lor a rehearing upon
the diserimination to which passengers
from this reglon are subjected. He
though, for instance, the fact that the
price of montuly tickets is inereased
25 cents at stationg within a few miles

~

of Philadelphia, while no greater in-

creagse ls made at stations thirty or
forty inlles away, is an instance of such
digerimination,

My, Bhertz Jeprecated the attempts
to bring accusations of conspiracy
againgt the railroads for co-operating

lin fixirg rates, and he also deemed the

criticisms of the members of the Pub-
lic Setvice Commission for conferring
with the railroad officials to be un-
wise, explaining that the commission
is not strictly a judicial body and that
to obtain results satisfactory to all
parties interested the members of the
commission find it expedient to inter-
view representatives of both sides to
controversies,

Walter S, volman attended the meet-
ing as a representative of the Stenton
ITmprovement Association and pledged
the support of that assoelation in any
movement to bring tne fare matter
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anew before the Publie Service Com-
migsion,

There was a great demand for com-
mutation tickets on Saturday, Sunday
anid Monday at the various radlroad
stations in this neighborhood from pas-
sengers who sought to “stock up” be-
fore the mew rates wefit into effect, on
December 15. The demand was particu-
larly heavy at Stenlon and vedgwick,
where, owing to the lack of street car
facilities, nearly all residents are fore-
ed to travel on the Reading Rallway. It
to travel on the Reading Railway. it
was reported that at Stemton station
more than 800 commutation tickets |
were sold on Monday, and at Sedgwick |
more than 2000, At Mount Airy sta-
tion 1100 tickets were sold that day.

The haste to economize resulted in a
loss to numerous citizens traveling
from Wayne Junction. Many hought
100-trip tickets on Monday at the old
rate of §8, The next day they learned
that, under the ruling of the Public
Service Commission, the new rate from
Wayne Junetion for 100-trip tlekets
was $7.85. The distance betwesil

Wayne Junction and the Reading §j
Terminal is five and one-tenth miles.
As the commigsion fixed the maximum
rate for 100-trip tickets at one and a
half cents a mile, no more than $7.60
could be asked for 510 miles.

The new rate for 100-trin tickets
from Chelten avenue station, on both
lines, is $10.36. The former rate Was
$8.30, At Chestnut Hill the increase
is from 312 to $16.20.

In accordance with the commission’s
order, the price of ten-trip tickets ai
Chelten avenue is increased from $1.26
to $1.38, and at Chestnut Hill from
$1.98 to $2.16.

Previous increases in fares have al-
ways been followed by decreased triffic
and a consequent reduction of the train |
service and n loss of income to the
“ailroads. The prediction is made by |
commuters that because of the present |
increage there will be another marked‘l
loss of traffic, which will result in
| further withdrawal of trains. As most |
rommuters have bought a year's supply
of tickets, the railroad’s receipts dur-
ing the coming vears will show a de-
‘pided loss, whaich, it is expected, will
eventually by used as argument for a
further increase in fares,

M Tove 1t

Though the present protest of com-
muters against the increase in rail-
road fares is probably the most deter:
mined and emphatic ever uttered,
gimilar protests have been voiced from
time to time in the past, generally with
little result.

Tn 1887 regular passengers on the
two branches of the Philadelphia, Ger-
mantown and Norristown Railroad
Company, to Germantown and to Nor-
ristown, formed an association lo en-
doavor to obtain lower fares, and a
public meeting in the interests of the
movement was held in Germaniown
on July 1, of that year.

During the afterncon a wagon with
a band and transparencies annonncing
the meeting passed over the streets of
the neighborhood, bot in spite of all
tue agitation only about a hundrad
persons assembled that evening at the
meeting, which was held in Vernon
Hall, Germantown and Chelfen avenues,
To the extreme heat that prevailed al l
the time the small attendante was
attribvted

Samuel W. Wray presided at the
mecting, and specches were made by
Samuel P. Hanson, of Norristown;
¥. A. Hartranft and others.

At that time the excursion fare be-
tween Philadelphia and Germantown
was 25 cents and the single fare ]'i
cents, these rates having prevalled for
many veara—nrobably since ‘the open-
ing of the road.

‘tne speacers contended that the

| single fare to Germanicwn was made

115

company weas making too much money
and they directed attention to the terms
of the comp_;m;_rfs charter which re-

(uired that whenever the earnlngs were
in ex¢ess of twelve per cent of the
investment then the l’arqrsh.ould be re-
duced, so that the company's profit
might not be more than twaolve per
cent. It was ulso asserted that on
railroads in New Emgland the tare Was
1.2 to 5-6 of a cont a mile,

The following were apuuintml A com-
mittee to endeavor Llo obtain lower
fareg: Charles H. Phillips, Henry
Amerling, H, H. Benner, Joseph Ross,
H. " MecCann, Charles MeCarty, M.
Banham and B. ¥ Gilbert, {

However, the rates of fare remained
unchanged until 1895. Then the Read-
ing Railway Company, which now con-
{rolled the Germantown road, surpris |
od and delighted its patrons by a sweep
ing reduction on its suburban lines,
this being attributed to the growing
competition of the electric rallways,
then just coming into ganeral use.

From 25 cents, the round trip rate
between Philadelphia and German-
town was reduced to 15 cenls, and the
gingle fare was reduced from 15 cents
to 10 cents. Package tickets were solil

Lat the vate of thirtgen rides for §1, and

fifty-trin tickets, xood for anvote, were

offered for $3.50. i

The Chestnut Hill round-trip fare
was made 25 cents, and the single fare
o cents, while the fifty-trip tickets cost
5, and package tickets were =old eight
for §1.

When the State Legislature, in 1907,
passed the law fixing the maximum
rate of railroad fare in the State at 2
conts a mile, the Reading Company in-
creased its suburban rates, to make
up for the reduction in rates which the
law required on ether branches. The

cents and the round-trip fare 20
cents. Ere long the Z-centsamile law
waa declared unconstitutional, but the
giburban fares were not reduced.
In 1911 the [ares were again increas-
eil to 18 cents for a one-way tieket and
98 eents for the round rtip. That rate
continued until the present time. Rest-
dents of the Twenty-second Ward made
a protest to the State Railroad Commis-
gion, following the increase of 1911,
and hearings on the question were held,
but the commission declined to recom-
mend a reduction in the rates. At that
time both railroad companics contend-
o that they were operating their
Chestnut Hill branches at a congider-
able loss.
g 0o EEg

.,
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70 ABOLISH ALL
GRADE CROSSINGS

Money for the Work on the Reading’s
Chestnut Hill Line to be Provided
in the Next City Loan.

|
lCOUNCIL.S TAKE ACTION

Councilman George P. Darrow has
- introduced a resolution in Councils re-
juesting the finance committee of
touncils to provide sufficient money
in the next loan to pay for the cliy’'s
share of the expenses of eliminating
the grade crossings on the Chestnut
Hill and the Norristown branches of
the Reading Rallway. The resolution
was adopted.

The resolution mentions particular-
Iy the crossings at Chelten avenue,
Armat street, Mount Alry avenue,
Willow Grove avenue and Mermaid
lane, and it declares the grade cross-
ings. on these two branches of the
Reading Railway are the most dan-
gerous in the city.

The department of public works has
formulated tentative plans for the pro-
posed improvement,

Members of the Board of Surveyors,
in company with Chiel George 5.
Webster, of the Bureau of Surveys,
vigited Germantown on Tuesday to
| study the effect of the proposed
. scheme to abolish the grade crossings
on the line of the Pennsylvania Rail-
road’s Chestnut Hill Branch. The to-
tal cost of the operation will he in the
neighborhood of $650,000, according to
egtimates, Councils have already ap-
propriated the city's share of the ex-
pense, Under the scheme of elimin-
ating the dangerous crossings at Chel-
ten, Seminole and Highland avenues,
the street will be lowered about four

fect at Chelten avenue, while at the

intersections of the other two avenues
the tracks will be
streets raised.

Chelten avenue station is to bhe
moved back twenty feet to permit of
the construction of two additional
tracks. Trainz will use these tracks
whilé the others are being electrically
equipped.

lowered and thc-I

MILLIONS FOR GRADE CROSBINGS.

It has been a long ficht that progres-
give citizens of Cermantown and vieln-
ity have waged against the railroad
grade crossings of this nc-igl]hurhoml,
;\t jast the time is at hand when the
city is taking steps 1o head the ery for
the abolition of these deatls traps.

On the Pennsylvanin Railroad's
Chestnut Hill Braneh all grade cross-
ings are to be wiped out when the line
ig equipped with electric motive power.
It was expected that that would have
been accomplished during 1914, but
misunderstandings as o certain crogs-
ings at Chestnut Hill caused delays.
rigpplly now, wowever, it is believed an |
agreement hasg been reached. .

[n 4ddition, the city is also ro-.ula‘!
now to undertake the elimination of
grade erossings on the Reading's!
Chestnut Hill Branch if Counefls will

The Early, Rallroad.
1f railroading is in its infancy no-
what wag it then? One little locom
tive, two little cara that would hol

about twenty-five or thirty passengers *

each and two round trips a day, ons
in the morning and one in the after
noon, were sufficient to do all the
business there was to be dome. The
tracks used to come up to the maic
strest curb, and there was a little
turntable there, not more than six or
seven feet in diameter. Tirey used to
have to separate the engine from the
tender to turn them, so yon.may knov
she was not a thirty-ton one,

| remember well how pleased “John
ny" Markley looked the first time hi
came up with his new engine, It was
on a Saturday afternoon, and we boys
ran down to see It, It was ecalled Fort
frle. 1 think it muet have been about
1848, He ran that until e got a dou-
ble driver, the Germantown.
gines were named then. He and
Jerry Cody were engineer and fireman
for muny years on that road. Old
Hillery Krickbaum was conducior.

provide the money to pay for the city's
share of the work, and if the railroad
vump‘an}' s willing to proceed.

Morris L. Cooke, director ot public
works, in a schedule which lie has sub-
mitted to Couneils showing the imipera
tive needs of his department, jucludes

these important improvements on both |

Chestnut Hill lines. He agks for $350,-

000 to pay for the city's share of the

work on the Penmsyivania road, and

§750,000 for the work on the Reading

line at Chelten avenus, Mount Airy:
aventie, Willow Grove avenue and Mer-

maid lane, Besides that, he asks
$70,000 tor the aboliflon of the Green
lane crossing, near Fern Rock, on the
Reading toad, and $1,750,000 “or
gimilar work on the Reading's No, I8
town line.

Couneils’ Gnance committee has allot:
ted $425,000 from the next municipal |
joan for the proposed improvements on
the “Pennsylvania road and at Green
The other projects evidently
must wait until more money is avail-
able,

All this work is necessary if Phila:
delphia is to keep a Dplace AmMORE
cities of the first importance, for grade
crossings on railroads, with their con-{
stant menace to human life, are now:
ountlawed in every progressive com-
munity.

lana,

| was

| Germantown

A prolonged whistle would warn
the people that the train would leave
in five minutes, and when the time
about up the canductor would
walk out to the street amd look up
and down to see if any one was cOmi-
ing for the train. If so, he would
wait for them,

I have often henrd a tale about uim
going down into Duy's lane to help &
couple of ladies up that were huorry-
ing to catch the train, and “Johony"”
started off and lefl them for a joke.
All got a free rlde that morning,

Railroading was different then from
now, If they ten or twenty
minuteég behind time [t was nobody's
business, and nobody cared. There
was no master of transgportation to

wera

Jump on the train and demund to know
where you'd been all day if you are
two or three minules late, ]

There was very.little coal burnt in
thaon. Charles Woeiss
was the only one that had a yard, and
I have heard if he sold five or ten

tong a week he was doing pretty good.
There

was & Mr. Coulter that sold
coal, but that was brought from Niee
fown, There was plenty of wood

around then and farmers who had it
for sale would stand at the gld mar-
kel house that stood on the site of
the Ellis Post monument. The peo-
ple of the town could generally find
a load of wood there when they want-
ed it, ¥

I remember the old market well, 1
have often played hide+and seeck or
“I gpy" around its tall brick pillars.

But T must stop.

JOHN THURMAN.
Doylestown, Pa., R. D, 2.

{
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jT?ie Manon
the Corner

Though the vallroad from German-

t .wn to Philddelphia was opened in

137 stagecoaches ran eover the Ger
namtown pike for many years there
(ftor. even when the village of Ger-
mantown had become a borough.

Poters & Stallman, of Chestnut Hill;
Jolonel Alexander and Jogeph Glenat
perated lines of coaches th rough Ger-
1antown, some of the coaches continu-
ag to points on the Bethlehem or
Skippack roads, in Montgomery
County. :

At times the couches tried to com-
pete with the rallroad by roducing the
fare between Germantown and Phila-
delphia. Thus in 1834 the stagecoach
fare wag lowered to 18% cents from
Germantown and 25 cents from Chest-
put Hill. But the principal business

" of the coaches wag in carrying passen-

gers from points porth and west of
Germantown to the terminus of the
railroad in Germantown.

No one factor did more to MHit Ger-
wantown out of the slough of village
despondency and jndifference than the
railroad. 'I'he people fought to buy its
stock, when it was oftered here, on
Mareh 19, 1831, some of the applicants
being stripped of their coats in the
erngh and others carried out exhaust-
ed. But ere long there were occur
rence that caused the citizens to
direct sharp criticism at the railroad
company.

D @

The first matter of contention was
the route of the road. The company
decided to' cross Germantown road
helow Germantown, come up on the
east side of the village, Cross German-
town road sagain somewhere* in the
upper part of (lermantown, continue
on to the Wissahickon, Cross that
stream’ on a high bridge and then
bulld the road on to Norristowin, its
destination. Then a demand wa3|
made that the road be built on the
west side of Germantown, and a public |
‘meeting was held on July 28, 1831, in
willinm Bowen's inn, to consider the .'
matter.

[t was shown at this meeting that
if a road were built on the west side,
it would be necessary to have a station-
ary englne to pull the ears up a forty-
foot incline at Clapier's hill, Samuel
Harvey and Benjamin Lehman were

appointed a committee to look after |

the interests of Cermantown in the
matter of the railroad route.

As the construction of the railroad
proceeded, dissatisfaction arose be-
cansge in building its bridges over cer-
tain highways the railroad company
reduced the width of the highways.
Again a public meeting was held at
Bowen's inn, Charles J. Wister presid-
ing. A report was received [rom the
chief engineer of the railroad explain.
ing that it was inexpedlent to make
the span of the bridges the full width
of the road, but pledging to construct
the viaducts with eighteen-foot road-
ways and a space of four feet for foot
passengers, besides watercourses
This proved acceptable to the meet
ing.

But still there was dissatisfaction in
(termantown about the mnew bridges,
and another meeting was held at
Laniel Hein’s tavern, at which Dr.
william Runkel presided. It was de

clared at this meeting that the rail
road was trampling upon the rights of
the township; that the first meeling
was illegal and opposed to the wighes
of the townsghip, and that the super-
visors should net permit any viadiet
to be built of less than the recorded
width of the road which it crosses, the
township officials being called upon to
remove “all and every obstruction™
from the roads.

To show that the citizens at this
meeting were in earnest, Lthey appoint
ed a committee consisting of Wynd-
ham H. Stokes, Jaeoly Derr and Henry
L"l.[ -
visors of the township if they neglect-
ed to comply with the purport of the
meetings resolutions, any money
thus recovered (o be placed in the
towiriship treasury for tae repair of the
roads.

Shortly afterwards the township
supervisors caused Lhe arrvest of & num
her of workmen ereciing abutments
tor the railroad bridge at Chureh lane,
and they suffersd o brief Incarceration

bring suit against the guper- |

in, the Areh Street Prisoi.

‘hig  apparently ended the strife
aver the bridges, The narrow space
|eft for the readway under the bridges
af -Penn street and wister gtreet, has
pesn a matter of complaint [rom time
to time up to the present day.
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One other objection was offered dur-
ing the construction of the road, and
this was due to the fact that large
nuantities of whiskey were supplied to
the workmen on the road, apparently
to stimmulate thelr energy.

But when finally the road was so far
completed thatl ears were run, operated
by horsg power, Lhe railroad was ex
eeedingly popular. On July 4, 1832,
1500 passengers wore carried from
Philadeiphia to the lower end of Ger-
mANLOWH.. On august 1 cars were run
us far ag Church lane, and on Septem- |

ber 2o, Germantown avenue, 4t thup
presenl Price street, was the terminus,
a large crowd asscmbling taere to wit- |
ness the arrival of the drains. Along L
the route at many points booths were
maintained where refreshments, in-
eluding Hgquors, were sold to the pas-
SCNgers.

The next vear a mile and a half of
the railroad, between Germantown
road and the Wissahickon Creek, was
under construction, and work was pur-
sued with much energy for several
months. But the steep hills of the
Wissahickon region involved so many
diffculties for the undertaking that
finally that part of the route was
abandoned, and the road to Norristown
was built along the Schuylkill River.

" iis was not done, however, without |
a protest from Germanfown. A pubiie
teeting at Peter Buddy’s tavern, on
Novemher 22 1833, with Dr. William
Runkel presiding, adopted resolutions
opposing the abandonment of the ori-
glial route to Norristown through Ger-
mantown, and a commitice was ap-
pointed to forward a memorial to the
Stute Legislature opposing a supple
ment to the railroad company’s ¢harter
permitting the proposed cnange.

A year later the Nerristown road
was completed as far as Manayunk,
crosging the Wissahickon on a bridge
that was deseribed as an “extraordin-
ary undertaking.” At the formal open-
ing of that part of the road, on Octo-
ber 18, 1834, the guesis of honor, after
traversing the line, partook of a eolla-
tlon in a hotel at Manayunk, as which
speeches were made, one being by
Major Chew, on behalf of Germantown,
He expressed the disappointment of
Germantown at being left oif the main
line bnt admitted that “an was done
that could be done.”

9 & o

A large meed of traffic, judged ac-
cording to the standards of that time,
came to the Germantown railroad.
But when the novelty began to wear
away, theres were some citiZzens wuo
thought the steam tars Were far less
gatisfactory than the old-time stage
coaches.

One newspaper writer, in 1836, com-
plained that formerly the stage coaches
running belween termantown and
Philadelphia were [requent, ecomfort
able and cheap, hut now the railvoad
had driven them away, and in their
place had come bursting locomotive
boilers, cars that jumped off the
track: collisions that imperiled’, pas-
sengers and sparks from the locomo-
tive that burned the clothing of per-
sons in the cars; while, to cap the
climax, the company was Row about to
increase the rate of fare.

Germantown passengers, this writer
complained, must walk to the depot,
pay 20 cents for a ride to Green street,
Philadeiphia, and then pay 12% cents




more to complate the jouriey to

Market street in an omnibus. The fare

on the stage coaches from Germantown

to the city had been 124 cents, 18%
cents or 26 cents at the utmost,

Just as in recent times, so in the
| thirties and forties there were seasons
! when the railroad company would be
_iseizml with a spasm of retrenchment,
jwhen fares would be Increased and
| the number of traing reduced.

[ In 1847 no trains left Germantow
between 1030 A. M..and 4 P. M., an
the last train left Germantown at
o'clock, while the last from the cif)
left at T o'clock. There were only

' three' traing each way dally, whereas
formerly there had been six a dayv, It
was reported that in three monlhs
time more than thirty families had

moved away from Germantown because

of the curtailment of the train service.-

The following year Germantown again

had gix traing each way daily, and im-

mediately the buslness of the railroad
incrgased, so that the reports showed
fhat during the first three months of

1843 4000 more passengers were car-
ried on the Germantown Railroad than

during the corresponding period of

1847, |
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BIG CHANGES ON
THE PENNSYLVANIA

Improvements on Chestnut Hill Branch !
Specified in Agreement With
the City, ; . ‘

CLOSING HARTWELL LANE

Full details of the agreement be-‘:
tween the city and the Pennsylvanig
Railroad Company, relative to the

abolishing of grade crossings on the
railroad’s Chestnut Hill branch, are
given in the bill now before Counclls
authorizing these iimprovements,
Councils' finance committee has made
a fayorable report on the bill,

The city agrees to revise the lines
and grades of the feollowing streets:
Highland avenue, from a point about
200 feet southwest of Navajo street
to Seminole avenue; Seminole avenue,
from a point about 210 feet north-
west of Highland avenue to Graver's
lane; and Chelten avenue, from Pul-
aski avenue to Morrig street; lo re-
vise the lines and grades and open
Hortter street, from MecCallum street
to Pelham road:; Navajo street, from
a point about 175 feet nmorthwest of

Highland avenue to Bvergreen ave
nue; and Kvergreen avenue, from a
point about 175 feet northeast of
Navajo street to Navajo street:

wide, to be called St. Martin's lane,
from the intersection of Highland and
Seminole avenues to Graver's lane,
and to strike from the city plan and
vacate such parts of Highland avenue,
from Seminole avenue to St. Martin's
lane; and St. Martin’s lane, from
Highland avenue to Graver's lane, as
do not lie within the lines of the new
St. Martin's lane, and so much of the
bed of Woodlawn street as may lie
within the widened and revised right-
of-way of -the railroad.

The city agrees to prepare plans
and specifieations for, and to ecarry
out, the necessary grading, paving or
repaving and setting and resetting of
curbs, the construction, reconstrue-
tion, alteration or removal of all sew-
ers, water and gas malns, electrical
conduits and municipal structures
and street improvements and their
appurtenances, in so far as they may
be affected by the work,

The railroad company agrees to
lower the grade of the tracks from a
point about 1100 feet south of to a
point about 1600 feet north of High-
land station, and from a point about
900 feet southeast of to a point about
1300 feet northwest of Chelten

ave-
nue station.

The railrcad is to prepare plans
and specifications for, and to carry
out, all the work mnecessary to con-
struet bridges, with masonry abul-

ments, with steel or conecrete super-
structures, (o carry Highland, Semi-
and Chelten avenues over the
tracks with an overhead clearance of
not leéss than seventeen feet six In-

hole

to’
place upon the city plan and open a.i
new sireet, not less than sixty feet

ches, to construct a footbridge with |

suitable stairways and approaches
over the tracks om the line of Hart-
well avente, to construct a
with masonry abutments and with eol-
umns on the curb lineg and steetr
superstructures to carry the tracks
aver Hortter gtreet, and to readjust
the bridge earrying the tracks over
Graver's lane with an overhead clear-
ance of not less than fourteen feet,
In the event of the passage of an
ordinance of Couneils at any time in
 the [uture authorizing and directing
the openirs of Hartwell avenue. be-
tween Seminole avenue and St, Mar
tin's lane, the railroad company will
raise the grade of the tracks* at the
crossing there to an elevation of at

least plus 357.4 city datum, will dedl: :

| cate to the city so much of the prop-
erty owned by the company as will

bridpe”

{ lie within the lines of the avenue, will~

pay the entire cost of raising the
grade of the tracks outside the lined

Iul‘ the avenue, and will pay one-half

the cost of constructing a bridge to
carry the tracks over the avenue, and
of all work uppurtenant thereto with-
in the right-of-way of the railroad.
The city agrees that, upon the com-

| pletion of the work authorized in this

| contract, the Pennsylvania Company
may close the crossing of the tracks
at grade on the line of Hartwell ave-
nue against public travel and Kkeep
the same closed until Councils shall
by ordinance, authorize the opening
of Hartwell avenue and the construc-
tion of a bridee to carry the tracks
of the pailroad over the same.

The city is to pay one-half the cost,
and the Pennsylvania Company one-
half the ecost of all the work incident
to the change of the lines and grades
of Highland, Seminolse and Chelten
aveuues, the change of the lines ang
grades and the opening and erading
of Bvergreer” avenue, Navajo streel
and the new St. Martin's lane, the
changes of the grades of the railroad
and the reconstruction of tracks, tele:
graph and telephone lines, and station
facilities and thelr appurtenances, on
the new grades at Highland stationy

of constructing a bridge to carry
Highland and Seminole avenuel!
over the tracks; of constructing

footbridge over the tracks on the lini
of Hartwell avenue; of readjustink
the bridge carrying the tracks of the
company over Graver's lane: of
grading Graver's Jane and macadamiz-
ing a sixteenfeet - wide roadway
therein from Seminole avenue te St
Martin’s lane; of lowering the grade
of the railroad and reconstructing the
tracks, telegraph and telephone lines,
station facilities and their appurten:
ances on the new grade authorized at
Chelten avenue station: of construct
ing a bridge to carry Chelten avenue
over the tracks; and of all the work
RAILROAD—First. Page “GAT-$
incldent to the opening and paving of
Hortter street within the rightof-way
| of the company, the grading of Hort
ter street, between Pelham road and
MeCallum street, and of constructing
a bridge to carry the

of work Incident to echanging the loca-
tion, grade or construction of the pri-

railroad !
over Hortter street, except the cost |

vate siding of the Germantown Steam

Company beyond the limits of the
right-of-way of the company near
Hortter strest. All changes or im-

provements to existing stations  and
appurtenances other than those re-
quired to adapt the present Eratﬁe fac-
ilities and appurtenances ‘t¢ the new
condition shall be whelly paid for by
the railroad company.

All the work is to be done under the

gupervision of the director of the de
|nartnleul of publiec works, or such

|englneer as shall be designated by

—




| himn for that duty, and the chief en-
gineer of the Pennsylvania Company.

The city agrees to maintain, at its
sole expense, the hridges to he built |
under the terms of the contract to !
carty Highland, Seminole and (Thel-
ten avenues over the tracks. |

The Pennsylvania Company agrees,
.m their sole expeuse, to maintain the
bridees to be constructed under the |
';h»rms of the contract to carry the
| railroad over Graver's lane and Hort-
ter street, and the footbridge over the
tracks on the line of Hartwell avenie.

The ecity and the company will each
| pay one-half of all costs and damages
| nssesse® against the city by reason
of the change of the lines and grades,
and of the cost of all property, other
than that owned by the Pennsylvania
| Company, required for the rccu-ustruc-]
tion of tracks on the mew grade as |

provided for by the contract mnear
Highland station and Chglten avenue
atation,

The Penngylvania (Company agrees
to release the ecity Irom all claims fnr|
| damages te any property, owned of
leontrolled by the company, which
may bhe affected by reason of the re-
vision of the lines and grades.

The work authorized by the con-
tract Is to be started within six
‘months after the approval of the con-
tract by the Public Service Commiis-
"sion of Pennsylvania, and is to be
completed within two years there-|

ger.

Pananap

Qoth (1(G
T0 WIPE 0UT MORE
GRADE CROSSINGS

City Survey Bureau Prepares Plans
for the Reading's Chestnut
Hill Line. .

COST WILL BE $1,400,000

Though the offorts of the German-
tow' and Chestout Hill Improvement
Asznciation to have some of the funds
ot tie next city loan designated for
! 14 elimination of grade crossings on
14p (hestnut Hill Branch of the Read-
| inx Railway have not been successful,
| the ufficers of the assoclation have the
! amsurances of George H. Datesman, di-
_rector of the department of publie

of the burean of surveys, that they

| will recommen* an item iu a future  first of next January,

_works, and Chester E. Albright, chief '

"laan to carry out this work,

'

ft

|

||

Meanwhile the bureau of furveys
'ix. gttending to all ‘the preliminayles |
in the way of preparing plang so that

| it will be possible promptly to proceed
| with the work as soon us funds be-

come available.
In a letter to William H. Bmbardt,
president of the Improvement ABBO-

ciation, Mr. Albright writes as fol- |

lows:

In the recent past, tentative re-
vislons of lines and grades have
been worked up In conference be-
tween the bureau and the engi-
neering department of the Philadel-
phia & Reading Rallway, looking
to the abolishment of these Cross-

" ings in what this buresu hopes
will be the near futiure. |

No definite understanding has
been reached as to the distribu-

tion of eost, but 1 do not doubt
that, ag in other such cases, the
Railway Company will bear one-
half the cost, and that, although
they are not anxious to begin the
work, they will be prepared to
contribute their ghare and proceed
with the work as soon as the clty
provides its share of the funds,
According to estimates that have
heen prepared, the cost of the work
will be as follows: Germantown ave
nue, Armat street and Baynton streat,
$950,000; Monnt Alry avenue, $170;-
000: Willow Grove avenue and Mer-
maid lane, $320,000; making a total of
§1.440,000, The city and the Rallway
Company therefore wounld each pa¥
£720.000.

<ArE TTE (916
Twentyfive Years Ago This Week
Engineers were surveying for two

railrpad extensions in the neighbor-
hood of Chestnut Hill—an -extension
of the Pennsylvania Railroad to con-
nect with the Trenton Cut-Off, jusi
completed, and an extemsion of the
Reading Railway from Chestnut Hill
to the Bethlehem Branch at Glenside.
The former extension was built, being
the present Cresheim RBranch. The
latter was not built, though a charter
for it was obtained. 14

jmﬁ@/ Kl & ‘_g;
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“Your account of the operation of
the Germantown Railroad in the days
when Germantown was a borough
brings to my mind some of the scenes
in those times about the Germantown
raflroad station, or ‘depot/ as every-
one called it then,” said Nathan Mar-
ple, custodian of the museum of the
Site and Relle Soelety, in Vernon
Park. :
“Ag a boy I used to sell newspapers
at the depot. As you said in your ar
ticle, there was a fraternal feeling
between the regular passengers and
the crews of their traims.
“(jeorge W. Carpenter, who had a
big mansion and extensive grounds
opposite the present Pelham carbarm,
was accustomed to drive down to the
depot every morning in his big coach,
drawn by two white horses, and If he
wasn't on time the conductor would
hold the train for him, o
“The conductor of the niorning
traln was a man of the name of Kite,
and when the time arrived for the
train to leave according to the sched-
ule, it Mr, Carpenter had not arrived,
the conductor would come walking out

Bﬁ LETTE l'q C

No Longer on New York Division.

The Chestnut Hill Branch of the
New York Division, Pennsylvania
Railroad, has been made a part of the
Philadelphia Terminal Division, and
as a result, its headquarters are now
in West Philadelphia instead of Jer-
sey City., Heretofore when residents
of Chestnut Hill had complaints to reg-
ister concerning the service of the
twelve-mile branch, they were forced
elther to write, telephone or carry
their grievances personally fo the sup-
erintendent’s office in Jersey Cily.
|Now, the branch comes under the
_jurisdietion of the superintendent In
West Philadelphia. It 1s hoped tohave
| electricslly propelled trains running
pn the Chestout Hill Braoch by the

Il tn n new

up the street for Mr. CGarpenter. [
the coach was not in sight, Kite would
retire into the depot, while we boys
kept a lookout for the coach.

“The moment one of us saw the
whiteé horses coming down the road,
we would all run inside, shouting:
“Here he here lie
comes!"” e¥

“Then when the coach had Dtl]!ih
up and Mr, Carpenier had jumped out
and entered one of the ears, the con-
ductor would call out, “All aboard!
and off the {rain would go."

o ! O
(T(6
i\"l_ov:d Station in Three Hours.

Chelten avenue station of the Peni:
gvlvanin Railroad, which had heen
raised on skids preparatory to moving
foundation fifteen feet
east from its old slte, to permit the
construction of another track, in ¢on:
nection with the introduction of eles
trie  power on the Chestnut Hill
Brancl, was moved onto tHE new
toundations on Tuesday, the work oc
cupving only three hours. Tout
horses attached to a rope on a wind
lass furnished the power to puall the
big building., The skids had been 80
placed that the structure siid the dise
tance of fAfteen feet without any mm:
haps.

caines,;

Jwith hig watch in his hand and look
‘ Kitey,

= 8
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{the Corner

“la the good old days before the
Reading Railway Company .absorbed
the Philadelphia, Germantown and
Norristown Company, the locomotives
used on the railroad between German-
town and Philadelphia had names,
dnstead of mumbers, as at present,”
gaid Churles H, Weiss, secretury of the
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of
Germantown.

“The early locomotives runuing to
'Cet’mﬂ.ntown and to Norristown had
such pames as Old Trongides, Roclet,
[Planet, Spitfive, Drugon, FEngineer,
Lomet, Hecla, Gem, Germaotown,
guakar City and so on,

“when 1 was a boy every lad in Ger-
'msn{awn haid  his special favorite

among the locumotives, He Knew it
eould bear all the others and he would
brag about its achipvemeqta and some-
times come to blows as a result of the
arguipents thus aroused.

“0On the Fourth of Jrly the engineers
wonld decorate their locomotives with
Jflags and flowers, and we boys were
firoud fo bring flowers for tae adorn-
ment of our favorites. I recall that [
shamploned the cause of the locomo-
tive .named Quaker City, and every
Foury, I would gather all the flowers
1 was permitted to have at home and
garry ‘them to the roudhouse, where
’-'-hm; wers placed upon the locomotive.”

1t ¢
MORE MEXICANS ARRIVE.

Force of Laborers Increased on the
Pennsylvania Railroad.
_Another gang of Mexicans arrived
at Chestnut Hill Wednesday. They
| came direct from Kl Paso and were
put to work on the Penngylvanla Rail-
| road, between Highland avenue and

the Gtermantown avenue station,

When they alighted from the irain
they lined up two by two, and ench
‘earrying a new dinner pall, marched |
to a tool car, where shovels and picks
were distributed to them.

There are now seventy Mexicans in
the camp at Wyndmoor.

A large number of negroes are also
worlking on the Pennsylvania Raliroaa
improvements.

Prains on the Pennsylvania Rallroad
are now run on one traek from the
Germantown avenue s.atiut to Hart-
well avenue. Among the big improve
ments that are to be

road will be the tearing down of the
itrain shed at Germantown avenue, and
the erection of ghelters and islana

platiorms similar to those at North
Philadelphia station.

‘I?re Man 1

made on  this |
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NG WORK AT

- PRNNSY'S BIG DITCH

Houses Pulled Down to Make Room

for Extensive Improvements at the

Chelten Avenue Crossing.

CITY CHANGING STREETS

With the aid of a steam shovel and a
large force of men, work is proceeding
as rapidly as possible in the “hig
diteh” that has been dug at the point
where the Pennsylvania Railroad Com-
pany's Chestnut il Branch formerly
crossed Chelten avenie at grade.
Trains still cross at grade on @
temporary track,
roadbed will be constructed in a deep
cut, the excavations extending from &
point 900 feet south of Chelten avenue

1 to a point 1300 feet morth of that

The street has been clevated
gevaral feet, and
feet

street.
the bridge will be

inches above fho
The excavations, however, g0
to a greater depun, as il is necessary
to build & sewer under tue iracks 1o
carry off a large tlow of water from
gprings.

Three two-story store huildings on
the sonth side of Chelten avenue,
west of the railvoad, have been de-
molished to permit the NeCEssary ex-
cavations, and two two-story dwellings
on Woodlawn avenue, adjoining the
railroad have likewige been removed,
while a third house on this strest is
also to be torn downm,

The Woodlawn avenue houses were
razed with remarkable expedition. The
gteam shovel dug away tons of earth
under the structures, and, having thus
been undermined, a locomotive pulled
them down. Then the mass of debris
was piled on cars and hanled away. It
was said |hat it wowu not pay to pici
out toe building material, owing to
the high price of litor.

A large number of negroes,
from the South, are working on the
Pennsylvania Railroad improvements,
in addition to the Mexicans who were
brought from El Paso.

The elevation of Chelten avenue at
the railroad necessitates a change in

gevenleen six

tracks.

avenne to Morris streef. Work on this
change of grade has been commenoed,
the eity having awarded the contraci
to R. P. Bennis, ¢f Germanrown,

The ecity's department oF puble

but the permanent

brought

tne grade of the street from Pnlaski |

cost of the 100-trip tickets was $10.35.

works opered bids on Tuesday for
work necessary in  connection with

L ehanges of grade at Highland and
Seminoly avenues, St. Martin's lam
| Evergreen and  Hartwell - avenues,

“Mestnut Hill, this being necessary he-
cause of the aholishing of grade cross-

fngs. Uut one bid was received, that
of J. Brenneman & Company, whose
price waz §22,043. The lack of bids

was attributed 10 the seareity of labior
and the fast that the site where the
work ig to be done ig a long digtance
from the homes of workmen.

Stee] frames to carry the overnead
wires far the electrica) equipment ha¥e
been crected nlong the railroad.

Excavations at Highland avenue
have not advanced as far as at Chelten
avenue. At the former point boeth
Highland and Seminole avenues will
be carried over the railroad tracks. A
footbridge will be built over the rail-
road at Hartwell avenue. The bridge
carrying the tracks over Graver's lane
ia Lo be readjusted, so as to give addi-
tional clearance,

Numerous claimeg for damages will
result from the changes of grade, as
the elevation of the sireets leaves
abutting properties helow grade., Ac-
cording to the pgreement between the
leity and the railroad company, each
will pay half of such damages and the
costs incurred, and also half the cost
of all property required for the recon-
struction of the tracks, except that
which the railroad company owns.

a2tz (11 @ (Bec)

NO LOWER FARES HERE.

'ublic Service Commission Rejects
Improvement Assoclation Schedule.
The Penngylvania Public Service
‘ommigsion has declined to accept
he schedule of passenger fares which
he lawyers of the Germantown and
‘hestnut Hill Tmprovement Asdoeia-
lon proposed, but has accepted the
chedule which the rallroads offered.
The Improvement Assoclation was
hfe only organization before the Com-
nigsion which champloned the cause
M the commuters living within eight

niles of the downtown terminals.
Fheir schedule veduced the rates
vithin the eiglhit-mile territory hu':
nade some {ncreasesgaver the rail-
‘onds' last offer for ore clis;tant'I
0ints, As a result the Improvement

Association's schedule ‘was opposed |
not only by the railroads but also by
the great body of the commuters oui-
side Philadelphia.

By the new tariff fifty-trip tickets
good for six months are to be offered.
Instead of 10(-trip tickets good for a
¥ear, The rate from the Chelten ave-
nue stations of both railroads for the
new tickets will be $5.20, while the




- had jwm &7.52 /*?{?

Thug there is a net increase In the
cost of b cents.

Chestnut Hill commuters gain some-
thing by the change, as the cost of
fifty-trip tickets s $7.25, while the
100-trip tickets cost $16.20,

From Wayne Junction fifty-trip
tickets cost $3.85. The 100-trip tiek-
ets cosl $7.65.

The Penngylvania Railroad will sell
no fifty-trip tickets for less than $5.

FIRST ELECTRIC TRAIN 1

grs=ia :

Pennsylvania Railroad Tests New
System on Chestnut HIill Branch

The first electric train on the

Chestnut Hill Branch of the Pennsyl-

 vanla Railroad was run last Frid

-

afternoon to test the system, &n
everything connected with the opera:
tion . of the train moved along
smoothly. _

The  oficiala are 'planning to put
electric trains on regularly on Mon-
day, April 1, with the same schedule
as at present, Later on the
time will be reduced, and more trains
put on, but that will not be dscided
on for soma time. There are now
twenty-four trains each way daily and
sixteen on Sunday.

_ The train last Friday left Broad
Street Station at 2.30 o'clock and con-
sisted of two passenger cars and a
combination baggage car. A party of
rallroad officials were on board. .

The cost of the new system was
$1,500,000. The largest expense was
abolishing the grade crossing at Chel-
ten avenue. That alone cost in the
neighborhood of $500,000. Work was
started in the autumn of 1915.

The cars were bmit by the com-
pany in the Altoona shops, while the
motors and electrical equipment were
made in Pittsburgh. The current is

gupplied by the Philadelphia Electric
- Company.
| The roadbed, rolling stock and

equipment are gimilar to the electri-
fled .part of the Maln Line. Both the
Main Line and Chestnut HIill trains
wtirll t:u the same tracks out of Broad
street,

.Czaiju- &//A (X198 |
LECTRIO SERVIGE
T0 CHESTNUT HILL

First Passengers Carried
Over New Line Completed
at Cost of $1.500,000

FOUR TRAINS MONDAY

System Expected to Be in Com-
plete Operation by
End of Week

The Chestnut il electrified line of
the Penngylvania Rallrond was put in
operation i when one train car-
rying padsengers Was sent out of the
Troad Street’Station at noon 1o try out
‘the service under normal conditiupu.

Aotive service will begin Lo ITow,
Four trains will ba run during the day.
¥rom then on the number will be in-
creased until the ond of the weok,
when It is planned the steam truing will
be  supplanted entirely by electrical
eqiipment. Under the present system
"the Chestnut Hill branch operates
twenty-four trains on weekdays nnd
glxteen on Sunday, ’

he tofal cost of the Chesfnut 1Tl
elocirification was approximately 31.-
500,000. Two snd 2 half years were
devoted to the work. The tirne In con-
struction was increased 100 per oent,
and the cost $250,000, on account of
war conditions disturbing the labor
‘market, alse the jump in
materfaly, The largest item of ex-
pense, was the alimination of xmdt_
erogsings, which cost approximately
$760,000, 'This wad o
gity and the railroa

'¥'ha Chestnut  Hill electrification 1+
‘gimilar in eonstructlon to that of the
Paoll branch. It includad  stretehing
150 milas of copper wire and erection of
230 poles and twenty automatic block
signals, i '

Tlectric trains opérated tomorrow
will leave Chestnut il at 751 8. MG
9:46 a. m., 12:31 p. m. and 3:41 p. m
¥rom Broad Strast Station the scheduls
will be B:06 a. m, 10541 n m,, 1316 B
m, and 3:88 p. T Atathe outset the
regular schedule will be mointained of
thirty-five mdinutes. between the ter-
minals. Later it is planned to eul {rom
Yhree to five minutas
time

the cost of

divided hetween the |

from the running.

‘there, arriving at Hog Island within an
ithe journey with comparative comfort,

“iwenty-five Germantown men employ-

* 10 HG ISEAND

Daily Service Begun Yesterday from

Wayne Junction Proves a Boon to
Workers Living Here.

TRIP IS QUICKLY MADE

Months of efforts have finally
brought about the running of a daily
train to Hog Island from the north-
western part of the city. The train
began making trips yesterday on a reg-
ular schedule hetween Wayne Junction
and fiog Island. :

The train leaves Wayne Junetion at
7.28 A, M. daily, except Sunday, and
arrives at Hog Igland in time to per-
mit passengers to begin worlk at Bf
o'clock, But two stops are fiade on'
the way—at Girard avenue and
Thirty-first street and Chestnut and
Twenty-fourth street. 3

Returning the train leaves Hog'
Island st 5.15 P. M., daily, except.Sat-
urdays and Sundays. On Saturdays
the return trip is made at 12.50 P. M.

For this tmin stripg of twelve

| tickets are sold at $1.65, making the
cost of a trip.about 14 cents, or a eeig
a mile. Persons who pay on the train

must pay at the rate of 3 cent a ml?e:
or 42 cents each way.

Comparatively few passengers were
carried on the train on the first d&i;
This is attributed to the fact that no
public announcement of the new ser-
vice had been made, It is helieved
fully 600 persons living in thig vicinity
are employed at Hog Island.

Germantown real estate operators
and others, under the lead of Couneil-
man John W, Graham, Jr;, who have
been urging the running of such a
train, are gratified by the aection of
the mailroad offleials in putting on the
train, even though at present it does
not extend its gervice to Germantown
and Chestnut Hill. It will save Hog
Island workers living here much time
now consumed In the daily trip.
Heretofore the journey from this
nelghborhood to Hog Island involved
an hour and a half to two hours and
several changes of cars. Now it is
possible to take a street car on Geft
mantown avenue or Wayne avenue ‘to
Wayne Junction and board the train

hour after leaving home and making |

It is said that within the past Week




&d ‘al Hog Island gave up thelr jobs
becauge of the trangportation difficul-
ties they sncounterer,
" Representatives of lmprovement and
husiness orgunizations of this
nelghborhood recently held a meeting
ang appolnted & commiltee to work
for the Hog Island tmin service.
Walter Dolman is chairman of the
committee, and Willlam 8. Garrison,
secretary. The other members are:
Addison H. Savery, Sidney M,
Barle, John C. Humphreys, John W.
Graham, Jr.; Michael Loughery.
Efforts to have the train gervice ex-
tended to CGermantown will be con-
tinued. It is contended that siding
space for the train can be had more
readily in Germaptown than at Wayne
Tunction,

M V

Qustances from Hog sland
To 3 & Gward Ave. = Bmiles
+ Dermantown -k .

» Chedtour Hill =18 o
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" hovenadown”

(a1

Inguirer, November 23, 1861.—Freaks of a Detached Car«Collision with a Loco-
motive.—A singular accident occurred on Thursday upon the Germantown Railroad.
As a train of freight cars had nearly reached Germantown, the last one became de-
tached, and strange to say, retraced its steps to the city. As the road is down grade
all the way, the car soon attained great speed, and by the time Camaec’s woods were
reached, the car was making fifty miles per hour. As the curve at that point was
rounded, & passenger train was encountered. This train was drawn by the engine
““Tioga.'’ The stray car was discovered, and the engineer immediately reversed
bis engine, but was unable to prevent a collision, The car struck the locomotive
with great force. The latter was considerably injured. The machinery was very
much deranged, and it is thought that several hundred dollars will be required to
repair damages. The engineer and fireman eseaped by leaping from the engine,
Fortunately none of the passengers sustained any injuries,
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| LOCAL HISTORY ~
\ )
HAINES FAMILY LETTERS 'y \

Contributed by Mr. Reuben Haines

To Editor of “‘Germantown'’ .

The following extracts from family letters relating to the first year of operation
of the Germantown Railroad will duub%uss be of some interest:

July 2d, 1832,

Thy account of your trip on the railroad (Germantown) gave me much gratifi-
eation. The Philadelphia Band aceompanying the cars must have been highly pleas-
ing. How happened it that thon didst not return with the cars, was one ride enough?
Tt would have been sufficient for me if thy mother’s aceount of their progress is a
common occtirrence, Bhe tells mie 40 persons and a heavy earriage have heen dragged,
not drawn, with violent effort by one horse—This is to me inhuman.

Germantown, September 11, 1832,

[Beveral Oousing, M, A. D. and thy sister E.] have just returned from a visit
to the woods. 'They were determined it should not be destroyed by the railroad men
before they took one view of it. . iz much disturbed at the thought of the beautiful
waterfall being destroyed—but I believe her trouble will not prevent the work of
destruetion. Altho the railroad company have nearly exhausted their funds, they
are go sure that the road will be advantageous when finished that they have sent ocut
an agent to Holland to borrow money believing it can be horrowed there for much
less than it can be obtained here,

[This was intended to be an extension of the railroad to Norristown but the
further grading and cutting of timber for it was soon afterwards abandoned. The
ahove mentioned woods were loeated where Walnut Lane now is, near the Township
Line, now Wissahickon A_}};Elm.] : : : _
L” Rl Germantown, November 25th; 18!'2

Yesterday thé engine was put upon the railroad for the firs® tim »—five
cars were atfached to it londed with passengers. They eame up in fina style but
owing;_‘i-'o some deficiency they were unable to turn the engine and the passengers
had to get back as they could. )
;8 _ Germantown, January 5tif, 1833,
L—'"We';hnm.had the steam engine in operation for sometime on our railroad which
has attfﬁiﬁ@_ﬁ erowds of people to our village, but many complain of the sparks from

the engine burning their clothes. Uncle B, said when he eame up he had one or two

holes burned in his coat or pantaloons and beside the inconvenience the machine has

proved in one or two instances inadequate to what was expected of it. ¥A week or
two ago passengers to the number of t dred (so stated) were carried half way
to the eity when the engine stopped and all the passengers were obliged fo walk to
the eity; and at ancther time some hundreds of people came up on the cars expecting
to return in them, but the engine was again out of order and the good folks had to
get back as well aa they could—this happened late in the aftermoon so many were
yut to great inconvenience, _} Yet notwithstanding all this, whenever the cars are
"&me& are thronged by people as a bee-hive is with bees, #T am told
it is quite a curiosity to sce them filled in the jnside and covered on the out. #Day
before yesterday when the engine was going down with four or five cars attuched
it left the track at Mr. Russell’s bridge, sprang against it and injured both itself
and bridge very materially, The cars were, by a fortunate stroke, detached, other-
wise they would have been thrown down the bank, Horses were sent for to the
rety o takethem down, f But the most unfortunate of all aceidents that have oc-
“eurred T shall have yet to tell thee of. Bome days since when the engine was in
rapid motion (for it has gone to the ecity in sixteen minutes) a man sitting on the
top beeame frightened ut the great rapidity with which he was carried on and
jumped from the car, struek the bank and rebounded upon the railroad just before
the wheel of the engine and was instantly killed. T am }ruly sorry for the accident
beeausge T am fearful people will prefer hoyses to BIM, ; -

The above letters were from lac '8 of my grandmother’s family household at
Germantown,

53
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The Efficiency—or Inefficiency—of ‘the Railroad Travel between Philadelphia and
Germantown in the Year 1865

Oun my first visit to Germaniown T was advised to take the train at Ninth and
Groen Streets; how T arrived at that point, T do not remember, but pr bably by horse
car to Ninth Street and then walked up to Green. I stood on the corner of Green
for some time before 1 could loeate the depot. From there I took the train for
Germantown at Price Street. I was directed tp walk down the Main Street on the
right-hand side until T saw a building that looked like Noah’s Ark, which was the
old King of Prussin Hotel, where my uncle, Doctor Rohrer, lived with his father-in-
law, Samuel R. Bockius. I spent two most happy years there.

It was evident, going back and forth to Philadelphia, that the proper thing to
do was to sceure a season ticket—at a very moderate rate—and by showing said ticket
to the conductor on the first day of the month, the owner eould ride back and forth as
many times as desired. 1 frequently made three round trips a day. The engineer
always blew the whistle at Price Street five minutes before the train left, giving those
whe lived within a radius of three or four blocks time to get to the train,

Coming out, there was one through train leaving at five-forty-five. Invariably
the engine exhausted all the steam by the time Duy’s Lane was reached, where there
was 8 grade up to Germantown. We would wait for five or ten minutes to acdpmu-
late more power to take us up to the Depot. Secretary MeAdoo was not eontmﬁing

the roads at that time.

All that remains of the old King of Prussia is a few feet of the gable end,
above the other buildings, the remainder probably now a party wail

'ELECTRIC

POWER
FOR READING ROAD

Preparations for Important Changes
on Germantown and Chestout
Hil! Branch.

STORAGE BATTERY SYSTEM

To care for suburban traffic, the
Philadelphia and Reading TRailway
officialg are working out plang to
provide electric power on their sys-
tem from Philadelphia to Germantowna
and Chestnut Hill, and also to points
wlong the Bethlehem branch, No pub-
ilie announcement of the plans had
et been made, What the system 1is
ta be, has not been determined, but it
will mot be the third rail, owing to
the danger.

There will fu all probabillyy be
gleciricity and steam on the same
tracks. Probably a storage bettery

system will be adopted, owing to the
interlocking sw'tches and the turnouts
and the freight and steam tralns te
and from New York and distant
points,

Nearly all the new stations below
Wayne Junction are bullt with en-
% france gates to trains, similar to those

J. R. 8.

?ﬂsw! along electrie roads,
[rom the Richmond brancl of the
Reading Railway to a po.nt at Legan,
it is said, is a movement in antiel-
pation of the proposed electrie sex
viee.

The Reading Railway owns ground
on East Chelten avenue, near Ger-
mantown avenuc, now used as a
Ifreight station, which could be used
for a passenger station, without cons
giderable expense for elevated tracks,
while a short distance away it has

| the eld Price street station, frenting

lon Germantown avenne, which would
permit passengers to arrive in the
centre of the business distriet of

Germantown, If is understood that
the ground on which this old statiom
stands was deeded to the Philadel-
phia, Germantown and Norristown
Railroad Company on the condition
of its being used for station purposes.

Men familiar with conditions that
exist at present in steam rallroad af-
fairs in Germantown, say the Read-
ing Company iz ready at any time te
abolish grade crossings on Chelten
avenue if the city were financially
able to do its part. i

The building of the open subway
#t Wayne Juncticn will block any
subway that might be wanted at that
point, while the overhead tracks
‘will make any elevated road there an
impossgibility,

Eleetric traing from the Reading

Terminal to Germantown and Chests

Luut Hill, and gther guburban points,

The building of the open subway | for the reason

could run faster than steam trains,
that an electric motor
ecan “plek mp” or start quicker than
a gteam Jocomotive, and is Dbetter
adapted to suburban service,
Defore equipping the Germantowa

| gud Chestnut Hill branch with eleg

| This would mean that the

tricity the grade crossings on Chel-
ten avenue, Armat and Baynton
streets will doubtless be abandened.
station
building, which has been an eyesors
for many years, would be.replaced
with a modern structure, to accom-
modate increaged tralllc and many
more trains.

The Pennsgylvania Railroad Comps
ny's Chestnut Hill branch ls t> be
equlpged with electric power next
year, when all grade crossings will
also be abolished.

The Reading Railway has a perfect
elevated system fIrom Twellth and
Market streets to Wayne Junction,
and above Wayne Junctioa there are
no grade crossings until Armat
street, Chelten avenue and Baynton
street are reached, X

A few years ago when cheap fares
were charged between Chestnut Hill
and the Reading Terminal, there wag
a real estate boom all along the road
from Washington lane to Chestaut
Hill. In a few years farm land was
divided into building sites and at-
tractive homes were built. Addi-
tional traixs were run and the pas-
senger busivess increased every

month. Then greatly increased fares
were charged. The boom dronped and




| comparatively Iittle building has been

| done since that time. Yet thougands b A 4

| of acres of beautiful building sites i/ plp-tothe forty-six trip school li["kﬁw;‘w
| pwait the running of eleetric trains UEER JUGGLE 1N gpod_dusing 182 caletidar JORHN, the

. | and -cheap fares, which would mean Q 2 Chelten ‘avenue price being reduceq
eroased revenus for the railway and from $4.03 to $3.90 and the Chestnut

hundreds of thousands of dollars in RAILROAD FARES {I-m,] price from $4.8% to $4.80.
sdditional taxes for the eity. This The reduction in the price of these

district. extending from East Wash- . two tickets on the Pennsylvania road
i inzton lane to a point above Chestnut is due to the equalization of that com-
= 11, acrosg to the Whitemarsh Val- Amidst General Increase, the Penn pany's rates with those of the Read-

ing road. Heretofore the monthly
tickets have heen coasiderably cheap
Tickets at Some Dtations. er on the Reading’'s Chestnut Hil

iy one of the most beautiful and sylvana Road Reduces Monthly

attractive in all Philadelphia, and one
of the most elevated. Those ae-
auainted with the region say all that e Branch than on the Pennsylvauia. Al
is meeded ls fair treatment to those & T TER NNE Chelten avenue station the cost IS
who have spent millions in ll\tllld?:; STRONG PROTEST PLANNED $4.80 for the siKT_\"-!tT:’h '.'.t‘:-’e.'i'.c,\‘-"il'-1:
gsuburban homes along the steam Fd ' the Pennsylvania’s rate at its Chelten
railroads and those who are willing Paking up the consideration of the avenue station is 35 The Read[na;
h.' epond I“m.i“m oA wilc‘n. these  ganounced increase in railropd pas rate will he ineéreased 2§ cents, ;u-r‘ul".i-
:“i—mdﬁ sre equipped With eleot ReNy senger rates, the board r.ul; directors I_T’:-: to the general announcement, nak-
L ‘of the Germantown and Chestnut i ing the new rate $5.05—ihe same 48

. - e

Amproventent Assoclation,  at 18 the new rate on tne Pennsylvania
MK(QQ&;WM menthly meeting In the Vernon Build- "”‘_’-f"

/M X\a' ing on Tuesday evening, made the '“"bPe'nl“ﬁ‘:“'"mlﬂ Cpmpany hereto-
: 9 .i’ﬂ AA- LT : peishn s . ore based its prices on its actual
e 2 _purprising dlscovery t}j‘“\" according  yieaee to Broad street station by
to official information from the Penn: | way of West Philadelphia. Its new
sylvania Railroad, the change in t_l'n:.' rates are based on the Reading's

street,” 'This railroad conuecting the old vil- ?ates “.ln_u o |;r.1..ug11n]l;'nu_1 .1n Et"‘:uc:-'li:-): Bchen.
lage and the cily, eflected Germantown in the {:Dﬂ!. of monthly tu‘u-1..h on tha | " Round trip rates on the Reading
i road between Philadelphia and mo&l | popd will be increased as follows:
lmstly- In May '74,” the late Edward H.| .y IR T - 5 ; ows:
-2 of the hmt‘.c-m. of Germantown and ' Wayne Junction, from 21 to 96 cents;
Bonssll, fathier of Mz, Spencer Bousall, so long Chestnul Hill. . Chelten avenue, from 28 to 36 cents;
in the service of the Society (Historical) gave While the hoard i.ll_‘{’ldl.'d to u\mke_ a Washington lane, from 32 to 40 cents;
. the Society reminiscences of the ' railroad and | protest to the State Public Service @raver's lane, from 42 to 52 cents;

The old railroad station is on * fhe sonth-
east corner of Germantown avenue and Price

of Germantown. He was the second Presi- | Commission against the new rates, it  Chestnut Hill, from 44 to 54 eents.

| dent of the railroad, and when he wrote © the | Was decided to base the !:rollest._prm- The following shows the ibcrease
last survivor of those engaged in- ihe enter- | cipally upon the }"“hdr““‘“ of the i the price of monthly tickets off the
prise.” * He lived in Germantown from 1819 || BIEY anid 100-lrip tickets and upon the Reading road:

e 3 13 ity i a ¢hi ( i 8. - = \

to 1835, and more recently.” He remembered | ineguality in the d;(;gge ’]i ml;'«u Al ,.“""‘F"“". .#.‘“1‘1—;,

¢ Z | 4 res o s ffe - 46~ G- G-

the old town ug, “ almost exclusively confiied mf‘}m-ﬂl%m\ ;Laa.r 11?,::\. lme[ei- ity o i rJrir- trljp

to the Maln streat, and he thonght it probable Glermanm\\u of the lru ates oper: Chestnnut HIill .§6:25 34, $6.00 34.80

1 : ; tive on December 15 Wwas contained Gravers ISR 5 1 I % 65,85 4.40

thal three-forirths of the inhabitants were de- § Wyndmooy 4 37

i . | In a letler from David N. Bell, general el i 4 437

seendants of the original Germau settlars, . i, Mirmald x 4.3

T jori ) : passenger agent of the Pennsylvania 1 Mg

The majority ol older people spake German i 4 vk 4 414
—wrongly ealled “ Pennsylvanin Duteh 7—a3 Railroad Company. Bt A 0 4 14 1
easil g: F,-‘qm I "‘.- ole of & it This showed Lhal excursion tickets Washington La i 291 |
-uy(‘h ‘l.i’ l'iil. B TS 0] e m“}';t' are to be abolished, the round trip ‘\;'\:-"1';;'.':.-'.11’.2'-‘&:f:-;r 2.9 'tllnb |
(W' 11 o T.w\: y "“ff’ln“ :‘1 o 1119 l“mig || Fate being twice the single fare. Thus WAREGE  se ve iehs 38 357 |

t;lli.s i HO ; ain streat, thera Wi_\:l L lml‘.‘la\’d | from Chelten avenue, Gernnantown, {:5s|\|-1"p|l B .1, 'r:‘ ’i;l

3 " x . b ] 4r Ayvna JJuns o e 1 3. WS

fmuhm- i:.u:;(‘.a Cu}p:uiur to *an OIL!IHN) the round trip rate to Proad street Nir'.;,f..“-r. ',..n_i 430 3.9 3,11

Lsrm “ou.w.. 19 ;;er there were not 1n }tha station will  be inereased from 28 'lr'm S R ':-l'r,' i .:‘ri_‘

! . i af I il it Akt

own © ten houses of genteel style less vhan [} .onts to 36 cents, and -the ‘CRestnut [[mPLhl 00 i 206 180 2’84

Hill round trip rate from 44 cents LO
54 gents. There will be no time lmit
on the new round-trip tickets.

The new price of Jdie gixty-trip tlek-
ot, good only during the calendar
month, will be $5.05 from Chelten ave :
nue. At present this costs $5.25. At .. tlekeige. advanced from $17.08
aimilar ticket from Chestnut Hill wiil' 1o §18.75. A
pe sold for $6.25, which is 5 cents! The 1004rip ticket, goad for a year,
less than the present rate. Other sta-i td ahgiished. This new  sold foF
tiong will be affected as follows inl $3.25 from Chelten avenue and g1z
the sale of this ticket: Highland, re- from Chestnul Hill
o duced from $6.30 to §6.10; St. Mar- The packzge of ten tickels zood lor
tin’s, reduced from 36 to $5.95; Allen| 5 vear is abolished. T iz now sold
lane, reduced from $5.85 to $5.05; Car{for 31.2¢ from Cheiten avenue and
penter, increased from $5.35 to $6.50:| §1.95 from Chesinut HIL A ren-trip
Upsal, increased from $5.25 to $6.35:! ticket good for three menths will be
Tulpehocken, reduced from $5.25 to| gold at $1.62 from Chelten avenue and
$5.20; Queen lane, reduced from $5.26) $2.43 from Chestnut HlL
to $5.05. ' AL the meeting of the Improvemenl
A similar change in prices will ap-

thirly years old."” ;
— A new 180:trip ticket, good for threa

months, will he sold on the Pennsyl-
vania rosd for $15.15 for Chelten ave-
nue, which is just §1 mare than the
present price. Fhe Chestnut Hill price

b




Association's bgard of directors, Wi
liam H. W urged the heard iy
make a sir otest Lo the State®

Publle Servie mmigsion.
B, A, Zelley said that the ra‘lroads

might be justitied in raisinz the rates
U they found they were making ne
profits, but he deelared the withdrawal
Of the fifty and 100-trip tickets was
an Injustice,

As tp the contention of railroad offi-
cials that their companies are not
making any profit, C. A, Rittenhouse

gsserted that the Reading's Chestnu |
the most 1"!'-'1!“2!]7]-1"

Hill llne is one of
railroads in existence, and it is wrong
‘te try to make this branch ray losses
Iaenrred on other branches,

On motion of Warren H. Poley, the
legal committes of thf= asgociation, of
witich Franeis Chapman is chairman,
wad directed to join® {:Lh:: asgociations
in filing a protest with the State Pub
lie Service Commission against the
action of the railroads in inereasing
| fares and abolishing certain tickets.

. T. H. Carmichael propozed that
specinl attention be given to an effort
to ascertain just what the receipts and
expenses are from passenger service
on the Chestnout Hill branches. He
said: *“If these lines do not pay then

fio jine= pay, and it is 4 mystery how
the rallreads can build their big ter-

iHnals In New York and other clties.”
He offered the following resolution,
wiileh wag adopted:

Thial the Public Service Coms

order the
Company

mission be urged w

Pennsvivania Rallroad

and the Miladelphia and Readlng
Reilway Company to furnish re-
perts of passenger trafile on their
Granches to Chestonut Hill, show-

g the receipts from passengers
carried between Hroad street sta-
tion and Germantown and Chest-
nut Hill and between the Reading
Terminal and Wayne Junection,
germantown and Chestnut HIill,
and in addition the numoper of pas-
sengers carried In ftotal and the
number riding on the different
clasges ol tickels now in use, also
the expense of carrying these pas-
sengere between the above points.
—— e ————
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BURGIN RELIGS RECALL
BHEDNE ACTIVITIE

A Germantown Collector’s Treas-
ures Are Placed in the Site and |
Relic Society Museum

'HAVE HIS’I}]R.F &j{lﬁﬂ

A large mllecthn I historical ma-
terial which the late Dr. George H.

| held earlier in the week in the mayor's
| office, which was attended by Agnew

Burgin accumulated during the past |
half century has been placed in the mu-
seum of the Site and Relic Society, in |
Vernon Park. It {s the gift of Dr.

Burgin's brotheér, Dr. Herman. Burgin,
| The collection comprises several hun- |
dred pieces, mostly pamphlets, pro-
| grams, announcements and cards.

Muany items of the eollection recall

conditions that are ne more One of
these i5 a season ticket on the JGer-
mantown Branch of the Reading Rafl-
way, good for one year. It wag issued
July 12, 1872, The holder of the ticket
| could ride as often as he pleased dur-
[ing the year. The ticket was not even
‘punched. The conductor could call for
the ticket, but as holders of season
tickets were well known on the road,
a nod to the conducter was the only
formality. 'T'he ticket was not trans-
ferable.

?mIJU’bL (AR~
SEEK T0 BRIDGE THREE
RAILROAD CROSSINGS

Bill in Council for Improvement
Near Reading’s Chelten
Avenue Station

$1,000000 APPROPRIATION

Another effort has been set on foot
in City Council to bring about the
|abolition of the grade crossings on
| the Reading Railroad at Chelten ave-

nue, Baynton and Armat street in
the neighorh of Chelten avenue
station.

Councilman Howard Smith has in-

troduced a bill setting apart $1,000,000

"from loan funds for this improvement.
This action followed a conference

T. Dice, president of the Reading Com-
pany.

It was estimated at that time that
the total cost of removing sixteen
grade crossings on the Reading lines
is §5,000,000, which would be borne
equally by the city and the railroad.

Mayor Kendrick asked the railroad
engineers and Solomon M. Swaab, his
consulting engineer, to make a survey
of grade crossings.

Councilman Sigmund Gans previous-
ly introduced an ordinance appropri-
ating $1,000,000 for the elimination of
grade crossings on the RHeading Rail-
way in Manayunk, Falls of Schuylkill
and Wissahickon.

| Plans for the elimination of the Ger-
mantown erossings were prepared ten
or twelve years ago and received the
approval of railroad and city officials.
Wartlme conditions, however, inter-
fered with the carrying on of the
project ‘
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SURVEY READING ROAD
FOR ELEGTRIC SERVICE

|
Use of New Power on the Ger-
mantown Branch is Receiving
Consideration

»

HOPES LONG DEFERRED

Talk of the utilizing of electric
power on the Germantown and Chest-
nut Hill Division of the Reading Rail-
road has been revived, The Philadsl-
phia Inquirer prints an article to the
effect that the Rallroad Company has
asked the Philadelphia Bilectric Com-
pany to make a survey of the branch
to determine what would be needed
in the way of equipment and what are
the possibilities for supplying power.

From time to time during the past

fifteen years the desirability of elec
tric. power on the Reading road has
. been discussed. It has generally been
| assumed that such an improvement
 would be brought about Incidental to
the abolishing of the grade crosssings
' at Chelten avenue station, just as
was the case on the Peunsylvania Rail-
road when Its' Chelten avenue grade
crossing was abolished.

The Grade Crossing Question

The Germantown and Chestnut Hi
Improvement Assoclation has place




{he abolishing of the grade crossing
at the Reading's Chellen avenue sté |

gpeculation that has never been.
threghed out to B finlsh by the:ef-

tion first on its list of improvement | gineers. and other experts who have

to be sought in 1925.

been

working = out the high speed

It is understood that plans for grade plans,

erossing elimination on the Reading
road were formulated ten years ago,
but could not be executed because ol
wartime conditions.

One of the hopes of many German-
towners has been that with the use
of electric service and the lowering
of expenses on the Reading road the

| Railroad Company would reopen the
old Germantown station at German-
town avenue and Price street, so as
fo give high-speed service from the
business district of Germantown. )

To Determine Possibilities

Speaking of the contemplated sur-
vey, the Inguirer says:

The request includes a spotting by
the electric company of advantageous
points where the plectric cables may ||'
be tapped for transmission of ecurrent |
to the rallroad, Such a survey pres
ceded the electrification of the Main
Line of the Pennsylvania Rallroad as
far as Paoli. The Philadelphia Blec-
tric Company supplies the current for
this service.

“We are keeping in stép with the
times, said a high official of the Read-
ing, who asked that his name be with-
held. “That means we are going to
electrify our lines at the earliest pos-
| sible moment. ‘When that may be
is up to those who hold the purse
strings,”

While the amount of “juice” re-
guired for the Chestnut Hill Division
is large, it is well within the enor-
mous capacity that is heing provided
in the 'progressive program of the
Philadelphia Electric, Not only that
division, but other branches of the
Reading ean be supplied by the great
reservolr of power that will be avail-
able when the new development on
the Delaware and the projected plant
at Oonowingo, Maryland, shall have
been completed.

It is possible that the Reading may |

walt until the glant power survey, or-
dered by the last session of the Penn-
gylvania Legislature shall be made
public and Its possibilities outlined.

That project visions the development | |

of a glgantic lake of electrical power
in this state by linking immense plants
situnted at the mine mouths with ex-
isting plants whose economic opera:
tion may fit them as parts of the huge
gystem.

Flectrification of the Chestnut Hill
Division of the Reading will revive
the project to make that branch part
of the clty's new high speed system
of which the new Broad street sub-
way will be the backhone. Whether |
or not the Reading would eontinue as
the owner and operator of the line
or would transfer it to the Philadel-
‘phia Rapid Transit Company is a

{ has a frontage of 252 feet on Chelten

. w—g"ﬁ: /T2s

READING ACQUIRES
OLD “KANE'S POINT”

Acquisition of Property on Chel-
ten Avenue May Pertain to
Forthcoming Improvements

ON PRICE STREET TRACK

Those who are on the lookout “for
gigns indicative of the intention of
the Reading Railroad to make im-
portant changes in its Germantown
gervice have noted, with interest, the
purchase of the tract’ of land 110 to
130 Hast Chelten avenue, known as
«“Kane's Point,” by the Eastern Real
Estate Company, & subsidiary of the
Reading.

The properiy was bought from J.
¥ Nolen. The price paid was $55,-
000, The property is assessed for
£20,000.

This is part of the distrfct known
in earlier days as “Kane's Point.” It
was the subject of a recent article
by The Man on the Corner.

There are a number of old stores
and dwellings on the tract which

| avenue, extending eastward from the
| Readine's tracks leading to the old
station at Germantown avenue and
Price street.

gome weeks ago representatives of
the Reading Company aroused curios-
ity in Germantown by inquiries Te-
| garding the timé when the old "de-
| pot,” at Price street, was closed.

1t has been surmised that hecause
of E. T. Stotesbury’s commanding In-

fluence in the Reading Company and
his controversy with the Mitten man-
|agement of the Rapid Transit Com- |
| pany, the Reading Company is pre-
paring to bring about the early use
'of electric power on its Germantown
[ and Chestnut Hill Division and other-
| wise to improve its facilities, so that
';it may become & competitor for much
of the trafic now carried by the Rap-
| ijd Transit Company.

-4
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CLNER OF FRA DEAD:
“\EAL STATION GENP

Served at Queen Lane Since the
Pennsylvania’s Chestnut Hill
Line Was Opened, in 1888

/}fvﬁ'u-«ﬁ 26

HIS WIDE FRIENDSHIPS

By the death of Elmer DeFrain, last
Thursday, Germantown lest a eitizen
of an unusual type and the Pennsyl
viirila Rallroad one of its most €ons
selentions veteran employes.

In many respecls Himer DeFratn
carried over the fine traditions of old-
time Germantown inte the present era
when the community gpirit ol hy-gons
days seems to be at the point of yan-
{ghing,

As station agent at Queen Lane sta-
tion, on the Pennsylvania Railroad,
ever since the Chestnut Hill Branch
of the road was opened, in 1888, Mr.
DeFrain nat merely made the ac-
guaintance of thousands who traveled
over the railroad but he maintained
with the regular patrons of the road
an intimate degree of contact that
caused them to regard him as their
friend.

He had a courteous greeting for
them in the morning when they arriv-
ed to travel down town, and again at
night when they came home. Many of
the foremost families on the west side
hoarded the trains at Queen lane sta-
tion—the Strawbridges, the Wardens,
the Loverings, the Wisters and others.
To all of them Elmer DeFrain’s pass:
ing means a loss.

1t was his delight to do whateyer he
could for patrons of the rallroad, and
they ‘grew to regard him as a verit-
able bureau of information. Nothing
pleased him more than to be asked to
work out an itinerary for someone
who was golng on a long journey. He
would earefully outline the romte and
indicate the most desirable stopping
places. This he could do with assur-
ance for he had traveled all over the
country,

Mr. DeFrain had much to do with
the annual Ocean City outing for Ger-

mantown children. He arranged the
traln facilities, and ip addition he pro-
vided sandwiches and chocolate bars
for all the children. as he knew many
would come to the train in such haste
that they would fail to eat a snfficient
breakfast. .

Rallroad officials had just as birh al




rogard for Mr, DeFrain as did patrona
of the g, He has been pronounced
to ideal station agent. He
might had promotion, but he be-
tieved #hat his fleld of work was at
Queen lane and there he preferred to

Before coming to Queen lane as sta-
tion agent, in 1888, Mr. DeFrain was
@ ticket clerk at Germantown Junc-
tion, now North Philadelphia.

Mr. DePrain's death was due to a
carbuncle at the base of the brain. He
was a patient in Hahnemann Hospital
and was believed to be recovering,
when septic poisoning developed, re-
sulting in death.

A widow and one son, Roger, sur-
vive. His home was in the Queen
lane station building.

. Now that Mr. DeFrain is dead, the
| oldest ticket agent on the Penngyl-
1| vania’s Chestnut Hill Branch in point
-of service is Frank Kigselback, at Up-
‘sal station,

o
GRADE CROSSING
WORK PROPOSED

City Council Asked to Include
$1,000,000 Item in the
Next Loan Bill

P. & R. IMPROVEMENTS

If & bill which Councilman Hcowurd
Bmith, of Germantown, has Introduced
in City Couneil, {5 pasced, an ltem for
$1.000,000, for grade crossing ellmin-

| ation in Germantown will be M“:EE
in-a loan biil to be submitted to tl
Yoters, at the primary elections, oN

‘Beptember 20. ) S
“The Reading Rallfoad Company iy

been epgaged fcr some years

Lmulating p :

| :Jim crossings on it roaud thro

eustomary

‘of the work contemp
o a'l. 33.000.000.

'apurposelstns_etﬂdof&
il Three of thee nre in

el

in fors |
lans for the elimination of |

town and Chestnub Hill, As s |
in suech w‘ork.‘-;::\: ei’;fﬁ 18 exa
pected to pay half the cost. - cost
B p lated is estimated ||

spur ruuning across Chelten avenue |
to the former station at Germantown
avenue and Price street is not known.
It has frequently been ascerted that
the raliroad company will reopen the
old staticn in order to tap the busl-
ness district along Germantown ave-
Nide. Oolor Is given to this theory by
the fact that the company has never |
yiclded to offers for the purchase of the
property at Germentown avenue and
Price street.

A committee of City Couneil has ap-
proved a bill providing 8550,000 for !
construction of a bridge on the line of |
Henry avenue, over the Reading Com-
pany's tracks, from Hunting Park to
Roberts averue. Councilman Howard
Smith explained that completion of
this project will provide a wide thor-
oughfare from Roxborough to Hunting
Park avenue, all the other necessary
improvements having been approved by
Couneil, |

$‘7“"iﬂ# A1 ?—-"
Reading’s Plans Awake Memories
of the Old Main Street “Depot”

In his explanation of the long-dis-
cussed plans of the Reading Railrosd
for the improvement of its Germain-
town ard Chestnut Hill service by the
rebullding of ‘the road, the aliminating
ol grade crossings and the introduction
ol electiric power, Agnew T, Dice, pousi
dent of the Reading Company, made it
clear that the company has no inter-
t-i_un of abandoning the old rpur run-
ning {0 Germantown avenue and Price
Street, the oripinal Germartown tef-
minus of the railroad.

President Dice. in enumerating the
gende crossings to be eliminated, men-
tions two on Chelten avenuo.

Of courso, it would be possible to eli-
minate the crossing over the spur by |
ebolishirg the spur., But it is bhardly
likely that is what Mr. Dice means, I
Ever ‘ince the improvement of the'
Besding's lines hereabout has been &
meiler of discussion, such discussion
hng betn cotpled with rumors abot

| what is to be done with the old “depot”
'li' at Price street. N

!3 Tt has frequently been asserted tlmtl
| the refusal of the company to rell the |
property at Germantown averue. and
Price street, which would command o

[ wa§ nit bulli untdl 1855, of twenty-
| hree years after the Germantown Rail |
road had. been opened. ¥ror to 1355, |
in. hotel on the north corner ol Germun-
| towr: avenue and Price street gerved &s
the railroad station.

The ‘depot,” as everyone called It
consisted of the ticket office and a walt-
ing room in the bullding along Ger- |
niantown avenue, then called Main
glreet, a carhouse ond an er gine round- ||
House ot the rear. ‘The total eost of ||
' the “depot,” together with the site, wae
| 913,000,
| ©Compared with the present, those
| were indeed primitive days of railroad-
ing.

Wood was burned In the lotumotives,
Often on the run to CermantoWwi. In |
clitimbing the grade near Wister sirset—
ther Duy's lane—the steam in the loco.
motive would be exhausted, and it was |
necessary to stop the traln Ior five

or ten minutes, until enough steam was
geherated to complete the run.

Five minutes before the fime for
leaving the “depot,' the engineer would
blowy hils whirtle, This could be heard
ovei the preater part of Cermantown.
| Wher the tiitng for departure drrived
the englneer would stép Ilnto’ Maln
street. and look up and down. Jf Le
saw  prospectlve passengers hastening
toward the “depot,” he would walt until |
they arrived bef~ wlling out. |

In those yenr. el tickets were |
nald for 830, They permitted the holdsr
to ride so often ns he wished dusring ths
year between Philadeiphia und German-
‘own or between Philadelphila and Man-
ayunk. The conductor %Xnew all the
regular pa sengers, and it was not even |

| necessary Ior them to show their
tickets,

Fares have varled greatly o the Ger- |
mantown Rallroad during the peried of |
almost & century in which it has pro-
vided transit facilities for Germantown. . |
The lowest rate was 15 cents for the
round wip between CGermantown and
the Rending Termirsl, which waa in
effect at the opening of the present
century. |

The Price street stution was nlossd
for @ while in the ninetles, and was
then reopened. It wad agulty olosed |
November 17, 1801, and has not sicce
been used for rallroad purposes, though
woal antd other freight s moved over
fhe tracks Into the old station,

I high price because of its avallability for |
business purposes, is due to the fact
that the railroad’s plans provide for
the re-opening of the station.

| Bo long as steam locomotives sarb
used, difficultles are presented In run-
ning trairs Into the Price street sta-

the reighborhood of OCholten avenue! nin
station, &t Chelten avenue, _‘“?“'ié_*_‘] tion. In early days fhere was & turn-

2 ta:[du' v Air;u:::‘nmm;k:mdq ’-."-I:.sbie back of the siatlon. But tum-|
:::n:mi Wuxllilov'r-omvc uveﬁu&. |/ ing locomotives there would be im-
" Though no officlal informaticn hal)) practicable now. Anyway the laco-|
Dbeen given out, It is ‘t:;':’ ;‘::nm motive used on W8 suSUIIAN lines NOW |
company pur SUrRig uire . i
b i m“u- nnﬁghborchmaodn“ of “ﬁ ﬁon‘;?;iegh thetuur;emgd' electric power
i t?r‘iher ‘,:;dm n?zprmt.- { the problem of running trains In and |
“;;":ﬂ 180'”1‘! iikelthood that electric out of the ancient station would be

service will be thtroduced cn the dime | Ereatly simpiified, o ]
e wi ' While the tng .

fuy REHon sitH e p 4 | avenue and Price street 1s one of the

| Just what will be done with the old oldest railroad station’, nevertheless it
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IR CAMADN STREET DEFOT” A QUANTER OF A CENTURY AGO

A
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Inguivies set on fodt this week to
learn when the Reading Railroad

Company discontinued the use of the
old gtation at Germantown avenue and

Price street, have given rise to many
laml varied conjectures as to the Dos
sible re-opening of that station in con-
pection with the introduction of elec-
tric service on the Reading’s Ger-
mantown and Chestnut Hill Division.

The inguiries came first to the ol-
fica of the Dusiness Men's Associa-
tion of Germantown and to tenants
in the old station building. An odd
feature about them was that they em-
anated from officinly of the Rallroad
Company, Apparently the Company
had no record of how long the sta-
tion was used and it was anxious to
know.

The persons flrgt asked could only
guess, and they transmitted the in-
quiry to thelr friends who have been
long-time residents of Germantown.
No one knew definitely when the sta-
tion was closed, but there was a wide
variety of guesses, ranging from the
eighties to the nluneties.

Finally recourse was had to The
Indépendent Gazette, and the filas of
the paper showed that the station was
closed on Sunday, November 17, 1901
The Dusiness Men's Association of
Germantown made an appeal to the
Railroad Company to keep the sta-
tion open, but without result.
Walting for City Appropriation
The date of closing having been de-

termined, conjectures wera next in
order as to why the Reading wanted
to know,

The Company has long been contem-
plating the elimination of grade
crossings on the Chestnut Hill Divl-
sion apd the installation of electric
power. The Philadelphia Blectric
Company mads & survey of the divi-
sion last fall to learn how much pow-
er wounld he needed ‘for its operation.

One cause of delay in undertaking
the improvements is the failure of
City Couneil to make appropriations
for the elimination of grade creoss
ings, half of this expense being borne
by the city and half by the Company.
An appropriation for grade-crossing
elimination, available this year, i be-
ing expended on the Reuading's Nor-
ristown Divigion, It i expected that
the nexi appropriation will be for the
Chestnut Hill Division.

E. T. Stotesbury as a Factor

Another Tactor believed to have a
bearing upon the situation is the feud
existing between B. T. Stotesbury and
Thomas E. Mitten, of the Rapid Tran-
sit Company. This has just broken
out afresh ‘through the opposition
which the Rapid Trausil Company
has offered before the State Pablic
Service Commission to plans of the
Philadelphia Electric Company for de-
veloping a power plant on the Sus-
quehanna River. This project is to
be financed by Drexel & Company, of

FR ABOUT OLD STATION

the board of directors of the Reading
Railroad Company.

Those conversant with financial af-
falrs suggest that it would be a mas-
ter stroke to improve the service of
the Reading’'s Chestnut Hill line and
reduce fares so that the Railroad
Company could compete with the Rap-
id Transit Company for Germantown
and Chestnut Hill patronage.

The fact thal Mr. Stotesbury lives
at Chestnut Hill and formerly lived
in Germantown gives him a good ac-
quaintance with conditions here with
regard to transit matters.

“Depot"” Built in 1855

The old “Main street depot” build-
ing, at Germantown avenue and
Price street, was built in 1855. This
was the terminal of the Germantown
Railroad, opened in 1832, but until the
gtation waa built, a hotel on the oppo-
gite side of the street, served as the
station. After the exi{ension of the
railroad to Chestnut Hill only certain
trains were run into the Main street
station. The station was closed for
some years in the early nineties, but
was re-opened and used until Novem-
ber, 1901.

Since then the building has been

t leased to tenants, though the railroad

still uses the tracks, in the rear, for
a vard for freizht cars.

It §{s said that, some meonths ago, &
real estate operator wanted to buy the
gtation building, but the Railroad
Company refused to enter into nego-

which firm Mr. Stotesbury is the head.
Mr. Stotegbury is also chairman olt

tiations.




Wissahickon Valley Historical Sociely
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STANLEY HART CAUFFMAN, PRES.
197 ROCHELLE AVENUE

J. ELLWCOD BARRETT, VICE-FRES.
4115 HOUGHTON STREET

LOGAN M. DAYTON, TREAS.
113 ROCHELLE AVENUE
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A Meeting of the Society will be held
on Friday evening, February 24th, at 8:15 P.M.

In the Post Room (3rd floor) of Hattal-
Taylor Post, Lyceum Avenue and Pechin Street,
Roxborough, Philadelphia, Pa.

The following papers will be read:
The Lower Wissahickon by Mr., A, C., Chadwick, Jr.
The Fighing Company )

of the Btate in ) by Mr. J. 8. Miles
Schuylkill )

Members and their friends are invited
to be present.




® ! Girard’s Talk
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of the Day

PUBLIC speaker in Philadelpkia
A referred to what he termed the

‘many inexcusable blunders
found n newspapers,

But look at the great number of
chanees for an error! In a paper of
forty pages are about ten millien let-
ters or their equivalents.

That means billions of opportunities
for the mechanical misplacement in let-
ter comwbinations, In respect to me-
ehinnical perfection of a thing which
must be produced s¢ repidly as =2
daily newspaper, lack of errors, not
their pumber, is what should cause
amazement, \'\

1f the gent meant mis-statement of)
facts in newspapers, there again he|
iz wrong. No newspaper I'read hag in
it eo mony blunders of that kind &s|
Shakespenre’s ploys or Secott’s novels.|

Magpy eelebrated writers who worled
deliberntely pot into their books er-
rorg of which the greencst reporter or
dullest copy editor working under high
pressure would he guiltless,

| L L] L a
| O\ HAKESPEARE
clocks were common, made g
¢lock strike three in Juling Caesar

|muny centuries befors striking clocks;
were invented, N
Henry the Fourth was King eof
England a century before Columbus dis-
covered Amerien, yet SBhukespeare in n
lay of that period introduced a tur-
ey,
i‘.ump«e got ite first turkey from
Ameriea so that Shakespeare's error
wmoensured at the shortest 100 years.

Milton made the lady nightingales
sing, althongh birdologists insist cnly
daddy nightingnle sings. That is true
also of the whip-poor-will, sithough
poets have more then pnce referred to
“her" nightly and plaintive ealls,

Quiller-Coueh in his “Dead Man's
I Rock” moves Bombay elear across In-
din and slaps it down on the Eagtern
Coast by the Buy of Bengal, |

In the "Newcomes," Thickeray dates
n letter in the eighteen-thirties and
‘lepenks of a lack of a painting of young
Queen Victoria and “her asugust con-
gort.”

That enme near heing & seandal, since
the young Queen was not married until

N

writing  when

- % 8 0

VICTDR TGO posed ss kuowing

pretty much everything.

L 2. I e
—

Yer he guotes Charlemagne as!

1 referrrlns to, the Sorbonne, which
school did pot exist for 400 years after
thot mighty monarch had dled,

Tom Moore, Ireland's beloved poet,
made sunflowers turn around to face
the sun all day, something po sunflower
in this country has learned how to do.

Rider Haggard rformed an 8=
tronomical feat by introduecing a bright
moon-light night followimz un eclipse
of the sun. Query: How did the moon
fall a0 far behind?

Errors of fact such as these you do
not find In newspapers. No reporter
mukes Waphington listening in on &
radio ns Shakespeare has folks shoot-

ing pistols generstions before pistoly
were invented,
(1) e & L]
NSWERING the question why all
eolleges are overcrowded, Dr,
Willam Mather Lewis, president
of Talayetie, said:
| “Becanse there are many yonths in
!ml!oge who should be out working for

a living, who have not the type of

mind to mike fhe college grade,”

And Dr. ©C. W. Burr says the same
t nur high schools. He con-

high school ig wot f uni-
iyersal panaces shd that many boys and|
\girls are hurt rather than helped by
Buch attemprs at schooling. !
[ Dr. Lewis nnd Dr. Burr are nof)
{quacks, but highly intelligent, and each)
has @ wide experience to back him. |

Cluttering up colleges with a lot of
social frill deadwood is an  expensive
business all sround.

4 ¢ o ¥ » |
GENTLEMAN of Lebanon aaks|
me if it wonld be illégal for
brothers to_serve in Cougress ot

the same time.

Na, the Covstitution erects no hay
wgainst brothers,  Peunsylyania had a
notable instance of two brothers inj
Congress at the game time—one a Hens|
lator, the other o Representafive,

A near rvival for high offices held
by the Adoms Tamily in Massachixeiis,
and the Bayard family in Delaware has
hecn the Findlay-Shunk-Brown family
in Pennsylyanin,

William Findlay, of Franklin county
licked the redoubtable General Joseph
Heister, of Berks county, for Goyvern-
or of this State, Then Heister later
beat Findlay,

Bt Findlay wis sent (o the United
States Nenaie snd while there his
brother, John, was also a Representa-
tive in Congress. ]

Willinm Findlay was Stafe treasurer
eleven years and when a State Legialy<
tor introduced a bill to locate the State
Capital at Harrisburg,

L] [ L] e

INDLAY'R son-in-law was Gov-

ernor Francis Shunk, of Pennsyl

Vanif.
The latter's grandsons are Francis
Shunk Brown and William Findlay
Brown, one attorwey general of Penn-
gylvania, the other assistant districi at-
torney of Philadalphia, g
_And only last month Franels Shunk
Brown, Jr., beeame  judge. The elder
Brown hrother's father, "City Charlie™
Brown, was o leader in the convention
of 1838, which made the second constl-
tutien for Pennsylyania,

Ona of those fine old mangiony of
Colonial moold which still dot this
State is the Findlay homestead in
Yranklin county, which produced snel
other eminent men as President Bu-
chanan and Colonel Thomas A. Beott,

¥ # 8 @

ROM its column, “Fifty Yoars Ago
F Today," in the West Chester Lo-

(thing sb
‘tends th&

eal News, I read of the death of
Mrs. Lydia Pyle. That was in 1878,

To Chester countinns and many in
other parts of Ameriea Lydia Pyle was
another name for the perfect ice-erenm.

Older residents of West Chester te
ma that her fame wWas rodigious
Easton once bonsted a similar superi
ority in Abel's ire cream.

The prettiest girl in all Northamptoy
county once dispensed that confection
in Abel's shop, which made it a mngnel
for Lafavetle College students.

In that day Baston's only rival to
that jea oream was Billy Walter's beer
and the miniatnre pretzels which boys
eanrried fo the theatres in their hats

u - - =
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The Centenary of Judge 'ﬂf
Richard Peters

The Village Poet who bursts into song
on this page every Saturday “smote his
bloomin’ lyvre” yesterday in praise of a
distinguished son of Philadelphia who is
too little known to—and much too little
honored by—his fellow-citizens of this
day. Philadelphia now has the opper-
tunity of making some slight amends
for its past indifference to the sterling
character and the many wmeritorious
achievements of the Hon. Richard Peters,
for August 22 of this year will mark
the one hundredth anniversary of his
death at his ancestral seat, Belmont
Mansion, in Pairmount Park.

Very few of those who visit Belmont |
nowadnys know anything at all about
the interesting man who was born there
in 1744 and made it his hospitable home
for 84 years. KEven those who do pos-
gess some hazy knowledge of the fact
that one Judge Pelers did once reside
there have no real conception of who
Richard Peters was and what he did for-
his city and his country. Yel scarcely
any of his contemporaries is more de-
serving of grateful and affectionate
remembrance. It is particalarly worth
recalling that when most of the mem=
bers of the Philadelphia bar went over
to the side of the King in the early days |
of the Revolution, this young man,;
already eminent in his profession, re-
mained true fo the cause of the colonies.
It is much to his credit, too, that whes
he caught Benedict Amold applying to|
his own use cerlain army funds entrusl;ed,}
to him, the attempi of Peters  (then)
Commigsioner of War) to stop this rob-
bery led to an open quarrel between him
and the man who subsequently disclosed

| himself as arch-traitor,

If necither his ecity mnor higs country
should care now to pay decent tribute to
hisg memory there are several institu-
tions which might make it their business
to do so. The University of Pennsyl-
vania might be glad to honor its dis-
tinguished gradoate, who was one of its
trustees (1788-91); the financial world
might recall him as one of the few who
in 1780 subscribed $25,000 {0 the Penn-
sylvania Bank; the Philadelphia Agricul-
tural Society might be pleased to remem-
ber him as its founder and first president,
and the Philadelphia bar could afford to
honor him for many things, but chiefly |
| for his rich contributions to the maritime
jurisprudence of this country.

Some sort of tablet, certainly, should
be set up at Belmont to acquaint the
public with the main excellencies in tht
charvacter and career of Judge Peters,
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When and Where Germantown Came in First

First in Good Citizens
DR. CHRISTOPHER WITT

By TuaoMmas G, Parris

R, CHRISTOPHER WI'TT, in every accep-

m tation of the term, was a “First Citizen” of

2 Germantown—one of the early “citizens”

who distinetly influenced his time—so much

so, in fact, that much that he accomplished is re-
corded on the

down hill the trip leads through the beautiiul
country of the Wissahickon until a deep glen is
noted to the left. One knows when the proper
place is reached, for a large mansion, well named
“The Hermilage,” sets back several feet below

the road. Still

pages of history.
Watson in his
“Annals” makes
mention of Dr, Fig
Witt, John Bar-
tram in his cor-
respondence fre-
quently alludes to
him, and several
of the laler histo-
rians devote con-
siderable space to
his life and ac-
accomplishments.
A brief study of
the life of Dr
Witt and his
“Firsts" for Ger-
mantawn will
help us much in
our endeavor to
“broadeast” our
doctrine of “Ger-
mantowners for
CGermantown.” Tt
is our feeling
that by making
such a study we - [9s i
shall inspire our present “First Citizens” to work
harder than ever for our Dear Old Town, and
furthermore that they will inspire our coming
“First Citizens' to emulate the example they set.

Dr. Witt Joins the Hermits

Dr. Christopher Witt was born in Wiltshire,
England, in 1675, and came to America in 1704,
I'he first we hear of him is of his association
with The Hermits of the Wissahickon. This re-
ligious sect had settlel on the cast side of Her-
mit Lane, about midway between Ridge Road
and the Wissahickon, 3

From Germantown this region may be_rcaqheel
casily, either by fool or auto, by turning into
Hermit Lane from Wissahickon Drive. Up and

ST, MICHAEL'S CHURCH—On “Spoock Hill.”
Place of Burial of Dr. Witt.

many more feet
helow the road n
the glen is the ex-
act place where
the Hermits
practised and
taught™ their re-
ligious heliefs.
“The Hermitage”
was huailt by Mr.
Fwan Prowattain
and is now oc-
cupied by Mr
Thomas S. Mar-
tin, Secretary of
Fairmount Park
Commission.
Through the care
given the prop-
erty by Mr. Mar-
{in, the house and
grounds have he-
come a heantiful
show place. Yet
the many attrac-
tions have heen
preserved, even
the original pal-
ing fence is still in place and adds to its general
appearance. This, of course, is private property,
and if one visits it, care should be taken first (v
get permission to go upon the premises,

The Hermits’ Cave

Back of “The Hermitage," on the way down
the glen, is a smaller honse, now occupied by the
carctaker of the property. A careful inspection
of this house, now two stories high, will disclose
the fact that, in all prohability, the first story is
the old log cabin nsed by the Hermits. Further
back of this house, in the deepest part of the
glen, one can seek out the site of the old cave of
the Hermits, used by them to seclude themsehes
irom the world in order that they might study,

High
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meditate and practice the teachings of the Word
of God as they were able to interpret it.

We take the time and space to treal of the
Hermits, and their place of abode, for Dr, Witt
Tived with them for four years, and they had an
incaleulable influence on him and he on them.
He was one of their leading interpreters to the
cutside world, The members of this sect had
emigrated from Germany on account of religions
persecution. We first find them in Tondon, then
in 1694 in America. After they landed in America
they stopped in Philadelphia, and chronicles tell
of the peculiar impression they made on the Qua-
ker inhabitants of D’hiladelphia as they walked
two and two along the city streets in their relig-
ious garh, Their leaders first called on Benjamin
Fletcher, Governor-General of Pennsylvania, for
the purpose of taking the Oath of Allegiance,
During one of the few nights they remained in
Philadelphia, they journcyed to a hill outside the
confines of the city, where Lhe rites incident to St.
John's Eve were performed. Early one morning
they started their walk up Second Street, through
Fairhill, and, after four hours, reached the set-

r. Witt's First OQil Painting in America.

tlement of “Germanopol,” as Ger-
mantown was then called.

It is said that they were disap-
pointed to find that their brethren,
whom they sought out in German-
town, were to a great degree neg-
lecting their religious observances,
This probably accounts for their
passing on through Germantown
in order to seek seclusion in the
glen and cave already mentioned.
The Pietists, as they were called
in the Old World, now became
The THermits of the Wissahickon,

The Mystic Practices of
the Hermits

The Hermits were under the
direct influence and teaching of
Johannes Kelpius, They came
to America that they might en-
joy the religious freedom offered,
They soon began the practice of
their mystic beliefs which had been
handed down to them from their
ancestors. Many are the tradi-
tions and tales told of their prac-
tices in Germantown and through-
out the country.

They were exceedingly devout,
and developed much mysticism in
their interpretation of Holy Writ.
They were looked upon as sorcer-
ers and fortune tellers. Their
leader used the divining rod to
help in their incantations, and the
more complex horoscope was used
by them in their casting of nativi-
ties. The use of this instrument
required considerable mathemati-
cal and astronomical knowl-
edge. Through the horoscope,
together with their occult sci-
ence and religious teachings,
the lile and fortunes of infants
were foretold at birth, The pro-
per time and season to hold ap-
proaching important events, it was
thought, could be selected through such fore-
casting. Sachse, in “The German Pietists of
Pennsylcania,” gives an interesting account
of the use of this instrument: “As an illus-
tration how the horoscope entered into local
affairs, there was formerly a tradition cur-
rent, and which is recorded in one of the
Ephrata manuseripts, that prior to the laying of
the foundation stone (grund stein) of the Swed-
ish Church at Wicacoa, Sclig, at the request of
the Swedish pastor, first cast a horoscope to find
a proper day for the commencement of the build-
ing, so that its completion should he assured.
Whether the old tradition that the day and site
were selected by occult calculations of the Mystic
Brotherhood on the Wissahickon be founded upon
fact or not, the day certainly was an auspicious
one, as the old church, .after a lapse of two
centuries is still in constant use, and is now the
oldest and most venerable sanctuary in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania” After the death
of Kelpius in 1708, the sect of I'he Hermits of
the Wissahickon was broken up, Gottfricd Selig
succeeded Kelpius, but did not hold them to-
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gether as well as Kelpius. Dr. Witt about this
time moved to Germantown and first lived in a
house on Haines Street, but soon moved to the
lands of Christian Warner, in the vicinity of Ger-
mantown Avenue and what is at present High
Street.

Dr. Witt Influences His Contemporaries

All that has heen written about the Hermits
relates very definitely to Dr. Witt, for, as has
already been said, he was one of them—their
beliefs were his beliefs, their doings were his do-
ings. Dr, Witt was a diviner, magus, a conjurer, or,
in common parlance, a fortune teller. Like the
other leaders of the sect, he could cast nativities
by the use of the horoscope, This ability, cou-
pled with his great knowledge of medicine and
the use of herbs, gave him a commanding position
among men of his time, His religious zeal made
a definite impression on his contemporaries. In
the correspondence of John Bartram, the noted
I'hiladelphia botanist, and Peter Collinson, equally
noted in Fngland, reported by Dr. Wiliam Dar-
lington, frequent reference is made to his tgach-
ings amd capabilitics, We read, under date of
December 10, 1745, in a letter of Dr, Bartram to
Peter Collinson: “According to our friend Dr.
Witt, we [riends that love oue another sincerely
may, by an extraordinary spirit of sympathy, not
only know each other's desires, but may have a
spiritual conversation at great distances one from
another, Now if this he truly so—if I love thee
sincerely—and thy love and friendship be so to
me—thee must have a spiritual feeling and sense
of what particular sorts of things will give sat
isfaction; and doth not thy actions make it mani-
fest, for, what I send to thee for, thee hath cho-
sen of just such sorts and colors as I wanted,
Nay, as my wife and I are one, so she is initiated
into this spiritual union, for thee has sent her a
piece of calico so directly to her mind that she
said that if she had been there hersell, she could
not have pleased her fancy better.”

Truly in these days of radio we may exclaim:
“What a far-seeing man was Dr. Witt!” Nearly
two hundred years ahead of his time! Even the
wife of Dr. Bartram was “initiated into this
spiritual union"—could “listen in,” we take it.

But again we read, under date of June 11, 1743:
“I have lately been to visit our friend Dr. Witt,
where 1 spent four or five hours very agreeably
—sometimes in his garden, 8o, being satisfied
with this amusement, we went into his study,
which was furnished with books containing dif-
ferent kinds of learning, as Philosophy, Natural,
Magie, Divinity, nay, even Mystic Divinity, all of
which were the subjects of our discourse, within
doors,—which - alternately gave way to Botany,
cvery time we walked in the garden.

“Indeed, to give the Doctor his due, he is very
pleasant, facetious and pliant; and will exchange
as many freedoms as most men of his years, with
those he respects.

“When we are upon the topic of astrology,
magic and mystic divinity, T am apt to be a little
troublesome, by inquiring into the foundation and
reasonableness of these emotions — which, thee
knows, will not bear to be scarched and exam-
ined into; though T handle these fancies with
more tenderness with him than T shonld with
many others that are so superstitiously inclined,
hecause I respect the man. He hath a consider-
able share of good in him.”

one who ever enters the Cermantown High
School as a student should fail to know inti-
mately the life and accomplishments of this truly
great and learned man, Dr, Witt. The students
through their classes in biography and history
should be instilled with the true spirit of re-
search which will lead them to make first-hand
investigation of facts relating to Dr. Witt and
the many other personages and historical places
with which Old Germantown abounded. In the
study of Dr. Witt's life a trip to the Hermit
Lane region of The Hermitage mansion, a look
at the original painting of Kelpius and a visit to
“Spook Hill” to see the tombstones of the two
Warners and to stand near the last resting
place of Dr. Witt would be very profitable, The
many tales of ghosts and sprites which inhabited
“Spook Hill” in the days of Dr. Witt would thrill
and interest the students.

The site of our high school again is well se-
lected, for it will be remembered, according to
the June number of THE Brruive, that the sue-
cessor of Kelpius and a close associate of Dr.
Witt — Gottfried Selig — conducted the first
school work in Germantown. No doubt this
work was under the influence of Dr. Witt. In
the June BEEHIVE we read: “I'he earliest record
of school work in Germantown was from a letter
of Gottfried Selig, in which special emphasis
was laid upon character, Selig was one of the
band of mysties living on the Wissahickon, On
August 7, 1694, he wrote hack {o the home cotin-
try: ‘We are now heginning to build a house
there, and the people lend us all possible help,
We place this to the credit of the public good and
expect not a foot's breadth on our own account,
for we are resolved, besides giving public instruc-
tion to the little children of this country, to take
many of them to ourselves and have them day
and night with us so as to lay in them the foun-
dation of a stable, permanent character. With
them the beginning must he made: otherwise
there will be only mending and patching of the
old people.”

We see what great influence the Hermits had
on all phases of life of early Germantown, and
Dr. Witt, most eminent of them, has a double
share,

First Tower Clock in America

Lastly, Dr. Witt made the First Tower Clock
constructed in America. Near Ephrata, in the
northern part of Lancaster County, Mount Zion,
the home of the Zionistic Brotherhood, was lo-
cated. The members of this Brotherhood in their
beliefs resembled T'he Hermits of the Wissa-
hickon—in fact, were brethren in The Faith,
This brotherhood built an addition to their sanc-
tuary and installed in the tower the clock made
by Dr. Witt. One of our most noted historians,
at present living in Germantown, doubts that
Witt made the first tower clock in America, so
we shall quote from Sachse’s “Cerman Sectarians
of Pennsylvania,” Volume T: “This curious
clock, bearing the legend, ‘C. W, 1735, may still
be seen in the cupola surmounting the old acad-
emy facing the Turnpike. It is said that when
in running order the clock keeps excellent time.
This is unthout any doubi the first tower clock
in America of which we have any knowledge.
The works now, after the lapse of over a century
and a half, are still in fair condition, and if they

)
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So we see that Dr. Witt's “astrolo; i
mystic divinity” were not taken tofy Qﬁgg‘s‘i‘yagd
Dr. Bartram. We can say without fear of (:ony:r
tradition that Dr. Witt was onc of the most
learned men of his times. He was a noted physi-
cian, astronomer, botanist—taught medicine :)md
his religious beliefs to others, and, no doubt
was one of the “First Citizens” of Germantown.
After a long and useful life he died at the ad-
Smgcd age of ninety years, in the year 1765

uring the last few years of his life he was to-
tally blind, but even after that affliction overtook
him he still keﬁt up an active life, as Dr. Bar-
tram tells of Dr., Witt's visiting him when he
could hardly tell a leaf from a flower on account
of his blind and feeble condition.

Place of Burial of Dr. Witt

In connection with the death of D i
pher Witt, the picture of St, Michacll-:s C({Elllilslfc?h
’n‘apmduced with this article is of great interest
The two tombstones seen in the picture mark the
graves of Christian and Jonathan Warner. Dr
Witt was puried near hy. The chancel of St.
Michael’s Church is built over this portion of the
ground. The picture is not a reproduction of a
recent ;l}hntngraph. for if one journeys to St
Michael's Church the two tombs cannot be seen
in the location noted, THE Brrrive suggests that
attendance at service in St. Michael's Church
will disclose the present whereabouts of the two
tombstones mentioned, To the right of the
chancel may be seen the tombstones of Christo-
pher and to the left that of Jonathan Warner
Borh stones are considerably more than one hun-
dred years old, but the names, dates of death
and *ages of both men can be traced by carefully
following the lettering. ‘ ]

Four “Firsts” of Dr. Witt

"Su much for our account as it relates to Dr
Witt as a “Hirst Citizen,” but in what respcc';
are we _mdch!cd to him for some of our “First
Things in Germantown”? At least four of our
answers 10, the question “When and Where Ger-
mantown Came in First” are directly traceable to
him as entirely the result of his lahor,

First Oil Painting in America

_We have already written of Dr. Witt’ -
ciation with The Hermits of the \'f\’i;;;fh{:zﬁgn
and their leader, Johannes Kelpius. He had the
greatest admiration for his religious teacher and
thrqugh this admiration he was inspired to ,paint
a_picture of Kelpits—this picture was the first
oil painting in America. Think of it—a doctor,
§5~.ugntu§t, cIogkmakcr, musician—also an artist’
T'his picture is still in existence and may be seen
at the lfenn;;yivania Historical Society. It was
a great inspiration when the writer held a book
in_his hand ,am! upon opening it saw the oil
painting of Kelpius. 7o think that this painting
had been made more than twoe hundred years
ago! Then the yellow and aged pages of the
book itself attracted his attention. It is a book
of hymns of Kelpius. The hymns had been cop-
ied by hand by Dr. Witt. On the left page he
copied the German and on the right page the
English. The composition of the hymns is by
Keplius, but all the writing and the translation
are by Dr. Witt. Truly the writing of such a

Continued on Page 18

Continwed from Page 5
book would test the patience and religious devo-
tion of any man.

In the reproduction of this picture which illus-
trates this article it will be noted that Kelpius
is shown holding his eye open. He had a disease,
Ptosis, or drooping of the cyelid, and used this
method of keeping his eye open to improve his
appearance. Historians agrce that this first oil
painting of America was painted in a small house
on what is now the lawn of the Germantown
High School,

First Medical Diploma in America

The eminence of Witt as a physician has been
noted already, but the fact that he was probably
the first professor of medicine in America and,
without doubt, gave the first diploma to his
“graduates,” has been left till now to emphasize
as a “First” of Germantown which can be at-
tributed to him. Many students were trained by
him—Christopher Lehman, Christopher  Sauer,
and, it is saiar. one, a Jewish young fellow, TJacob,
gained great renown and hecame known through-
out Europe as Jacob Philadelphia, It will be in-
teresting to quote the wording of Dr. Witt's
diploma in full:

“'hese may inform all whom it might Concern,
That Mr. John Kaighm of Hatnfield, in the T'rov-
ince of West New Jersey hath lived with me
(here under named) a considerable time as Disci-
ple, to learn the Arts and Mysteries of Chymis-
try, Physick and the Astral Sciences, wherchy to
make a more perfect Discovery of the Hidden
causes of More Occult and Uncommen Disseases,
not too easily to be descovered by the Vulgar
Tractice, In all of which he has been very Dilli-
gent and Studious, as well as in the administra-
tion of the Medecines and in the Various Cases;
wherein his Judgment may be safely depended,
upon in all things, 50 far as he follows my In-
structions. And Hope he may in all things an-
swer the Confidence that may he reposed in him.

sGermantown February 20, 1758,

“C. “’m‘ll

First Bontanical Gardens

A third “First” of Dr. Witt was his “Bontan-
ical Gardens,” said by most historians to be not
only among the first hotanical gardens in Amer-
ica, but actually the first, outranking the re-
nowned one of Dr. John Rartram by ten years.
This garden occu ied the site of the Germantown
High School, an the house which stood on the
lawn of the high school, in which Dr, Witt Tived,
is reproduced on the front cover of this jssue of
Tug Bogmmve, The Site and Relic Society has

/ erected a stone and tablet on the lawn at German-
\ town Avenue and High Street to marl the site of
the old house, We shall not reproduce the inserip-
tion on the tablet, but hope that every reader will
make the trip to read the inscription, admire our
high school and walk back two hlocks to what
was formerly called “Snook Hill,! but now the
site of St. Michael's Church, already mentioned.

Site of Germantown High School

Truly all this is hallowed ground. Could the
site for a high school have heen better selected ?
All the ancient atmosphere of learning an cul-
ture which emanated from Dr. Witt should be
imbibed by the students of the school. Not any
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The Old Witt Bible
With a Brief of Title From Dr. Witt
to the Present Owner
By Dr. Naasmax H. Krvser
[IE WITT BIBLE is one of the most inter-

esting copies of the Book of*Books. The

Al reproduction of the title page will indicate
the fine character of engraving of the year
1606, the date of publication of the Bible. In

order that the exact wording may be thoroughly
understood, we quote [rom the title page:

Tranflared accoriing to the Ebrew \ &

iy
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Title Page of Dv. Witt's Bible

“THI BIBLE

“Pranslated according to the Ebrew and Greeke
and conferred with the best translations in divers
languages. With most profitable annotations
gpon all hard places, and other things of great
importance, as may appear in the Epistle to the
Reader and also a most profitable Concordance
for the reader finding out of anything in the
same contained,

[MpPRINTED AT LONDON
By RoprrT BARBER PRINTER
10 THE KING'S MOST
EXCELLENYT MAJESTIE

1

CrristorHER WITT
His Boog."”

The Witt Bible, called the Breeches Bible, was
printed in London in 1606 from a translation
made in Switzerland by the Geneva exiles in 1560.
This translation was so popular that one hundred
and fifty editions were printed in eighty years
The Breceches Bible is so called as Gen, iii:7 is

o, ol Qugr® 1702

translated: “They sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves breeches,” instead of “aprons,”
as appears in later versions. The Bible herein de-
scribed was brought to America by Dr. Christo-
pher Witt in 1704, Upon his arrival he joined
the theosophical community of Hermits under
Johannes Kelpius on the Wissahickon, The
Breeches Bible of Witt was used by these Her-
mits in their various devotions. Upon the death
of Kelpius, Witt brought this Bible to German-
town where he settled in a little house on the
lands of Christian Warner,

Witt, without doubt, was a great biblical stu-
dent, as the book is full of annotations made by
him. They are written on the margins, very
small but clear and distinet, remarkable when we
consider that all the “pen” work was done with
a quill. Added to the Apocrypha is a manuscript
of “A Part of the First Book of Enoch Concern-
ing the so named Egregorii or Watchers Trans-
lated out of the Greck. This addition is in
Witt's handwriting and is supposed to have been
a translation from the Septuagint Greek by Gott-
fried Selig, a Greek scholar and a member of the
Kelpius community.

Dr. Witt's Bible.

Brief of Title

Frequently connoisseurs dispute the authenticity
of various works of art and literature. In the
case of the Witt Bible the title is passed down
from owner to owner through bequests in wills,
much in the manner of the passing of titles to
houses by deeds.

Let us carefully trace the title of the Witt Bible
from the first to its present owner:

Christopher Wilt came to America in 1704
His will was made November 7, 1761. He died
in January, 1763, and Richard Johnson and Chris-
tian Warner 2nd, were his executors. Will Book
N, page 277, year 1765, Witt left his books to




Christian Warner 2nd, who died in 1768, and his
will is in Will Book O, page 299, year 1768.

Christopher Warner, a son of Christian 2nd,
was named after Dr. Witt, He died February 17,
1783, and his son, Jonathan, fell heir to the book.
Jonathan Warner was a godson of Dr. Witt and
his autograph in the Bible is as follows: “Tona-
than Warner’s Bible, December 14, 1785, German-
town.” Jonathan Warner studied under Witt and
was known as Doctor of Physics, He was twelve
years old when he autographed the hook, He
became one of the vietims of the Yellow Fever
and died December 24, 1793, He made a will in
1793 in favor of his mother, Elizabeth Leibert,
formerly Elizabeth Warner—Will Rook W, page
694, year 1793. The step-father antographed the
year 1793, The step-father autographed the
hook, "William B. Leibert, his Bibel, German-
town, July 1, 1820 He died in 1824 and Peter
Letbert and William Keyser were his executors—
Will Book & page 195, year 1824, A brother of
William Keyser antographed the book, “Tacob
Keyser his Bible March 15, 1823."

Dr. Naaman H. Keyjer.
(Secnmantoin, Ba
Reproduction of Book Plate of Dr. Keyser

The next owner, Samuel Keyser, eldest sou of
Jacoh Keyser, who died July 9, 1866, and in his
will. after making varions bequests to his chil-
dren, is one disposing of the Bible: “Trem,—I
give and bequeath unto my son Naaman Keyser,
my old English Bible published in the vear 1606,
also my hool casc standing in the back room

down stairs.” Wil Book 58, page 48, 1866, Naa-

man Keyser died August 9, 1867. Administration
Book T, page 23, vear 1867, Alexander P Key-
ser, the eldest son of Naaman Keyser, came in pos-
session of the book. Alexander P, Keyser placed
his father's name and his own autograph in the
book. He died November 7, 1893, and his eldest
son, Naaman H. Keyser came into possession of
the book December 25, 1904. On August 7, 1999,
after the death of the mother, who was execnlrix
of the estate, the heirs all signed an agreement to
the distribution of the personal effects of the
father, and through this agreement Dir. Naaman
H. Keyser, 33 High Street, became the present
owner of the Witt Bible.




THE WISSAHICKON ONE

By R. MATTHIAS.

(From the Philadelphia Book, published by Key & Riddle, No. 23
Minor Street, Philadelphia, 1836.)

“Its bounding crystal frolicked in the ray,
And gushed from cleft to crag with sallless spray.”

—Bynox.

It is probable that there are but few individuals residing in the
vicinity of Philadelphia, who have not heard. during some interval of
business engagements, of Wissahiccon Creek. a beautiful and romantic
stream that falls into the no less romantic Schuylkill, about five miles
above the city. The stream is visited, statedly, by but a small num-
ber of persons, but as it is neither found on any map, nor marked in
any gazzetteer that I have ever examined, there may be some apology
offered for the indifference to its magnificent scenery, manifested by
hundreds and thousands of our citizens, who, although domiciled in
its immediate vicinity, have never dreamed it worthy of a visi. So
true it 1s, that there is a proneness in human nature to undervalue the
gifts of Providence which are placed within our reach, and 1o admire
and covet those which are located at a distance. Were a fatiguing
journey of severa hundred miles necessary in order to enjoy a ramble
along the banks of the Wissahiccon, we should then, without doubt,
view its placid waters, its sluggish meandering course, its richly cov-
ered banks, and its imposing precipices, with the admiration and enthu-
siasm which scenes of this character never fail to inspire in the minds
of those who personally love the untouched works of the hand of
Nature. But the delightful liftle stream courses along within a few
miles of our doors, and a ride to its most picturesque views is but an
hour’s excursion; hence, except to a few whose researches have dis-
covered, and whose good taste enabled them to appreciate the beauly,
sublimity and majesty of this stream, it is almost unknown.

But there are persons who have rot been thus negligent of
Nature’s treasures in this vicinity, and to lhese a visit to the fascinating
Wissahiccon calls up remembrances and associations of the most
delightful character. To those who enjoy Nature in her majesty—
free, uncontrolled, undespoiled of her heruty by the effacing efforts of
human skill—there is no spot within a circle of many miles, so rich in
imagery, so imposing in appearance, so fascinaling in altraction, as
the banks of the Wissahiccon. The stream takes its rise from several
springs in the upper part of Montgomery county, and flows for a short
distance through a limestone country, remarkable for fertility and a
high state of cultivation, Therce it passes southwesterly, “a sweet
smiling stream sleeping on the green sward,” into more undulating land.
until it reaches the Chestnut ridge, from which it progresses, at times
indolently, and at times with an impetuous current, through a narrow
valley, hedged in on either side by high hills, steep and craggy ciffs
and precipitous mountains, until it strikes the Schuylkill about a mile
above the falls. Along its whole course the scenery of the Wissa-
hiccon is beautiful, but it is the portion lying within four or five miles
of its mouth, that is generally regarded as the most allractive, as il
exhibits in bolder relief than any other portion, the peculiar sublim'ty
and grandeur of the stream, and the imposing and majestic ledge ol
rock work through which it passes. It is along this distance that 1
have been accustomed to ramble, during leisure moments, for years,
and it is under the shade of forests of brilliant hue that line its banks,
that 1 have often reclined, and enjoyed, undisturbed, the sweet melody

of nature, issuing from the bursting green foliage around me. I love

nature with enthusiasm, and whether standing on the bank of a run-
ning stream and listening to the sweet gushing sound of its walers, or
seated on an eminence overlooking the waving fields of golden fruit
that bless the labor of the husbandman; whether enchanted by 'the
Siren song of Nature's minstrels in the springs, or watching the many




colored leaves of the forest as they are horne through the air by the
whistling winds of autumn—there is, in the scene before me, absorbing
attraction, calling forth reflections which never fail to mellow down the
selfish and unkind feelings of the heart, and to shed a peaceful, con-
soling and happy infuence—all pervading and lasting in its impres-
sions—over the heart.

The wild and majestic are, however, the scenes to which ] am
most strongly attached and which invariably elicit, to a grealer extent
than those of a softer character, passionate emotions of wonder and
admiration, I love to stand at the base of a mountain whose summ |
reaches the clouds, and to clamber among rocks and under precipices
whose projecting cliffs threaten destruction to the hardy adventurer. |
love to explore the densc forests of our bold and beautiful hills, and to
bury myself in the hidden recesses of nalure, where the fool of man
has never trod, where the sound of civilizat'on has never been heard
I love to stand at the foo! of Niagara, and watch the mishty torrent
of a mighty inland sea, hurling its concentrated power into the gulf
below, and to gaze deep, deep, into that awful abyss—unfathomable,
destructive, appalling. I love to see the elements at war, to hear the
rush of the tornado and whirlwind, laying prostrate in their furious
course every impediment lo their destructive progress, and to wilness
the fall of the powerful aak and the whirlings of its cleft branches in
the sea of matter above, crushing and overwhelming the most formid-
able obstacles of art. These are the scenes in which the spirit of the
enthusiasm revels, and they are scenes which strike the soul with awe,
speaking trumpet tongued of the presence of an almighty power! of the
omnipotence of his authority. of the insignificance of human effort, and
the frailty of human life.

The scenery near the mouth of the Wissahiccon is of a wild
romantic and imposing character, beautiful in its ever-varying aspec
and interesting in its mystic associations. High hills, occasionally
assuming the appearance of mountains, rise on either side. cover:d
with a dense and beautifully variegated foliage. The dozwood. with
its beautiful flowers, the chestnut, the locust. the melancholy willow,
the sumac, the gum, with its vermilliog leaves, and the gloomy hem-
lock, flourish here in all their native grar lour, and the lofty oak, the
father of the forest, stretches out his thicki /-covered branches fo afford
shade and shelter to the weary pedestrian. Wild flowers, n gre
varieties and numbers, rivalling each other in lovelness, are [ounc
the underwood, giving cffect to the drapery of the verdant trecs,
enlivening the dark hues of the thickly growine and overshidowed
forest. Some of these flowers and plants are of rare qualily and
surpassing beauty, and far eclipse in attraction many that are cnlii-
vated with care and pride in our horticullural gardens. But here they
spring up, year after year, in silence and solitude, being literally

And waste their fragrance on the desert air."

In the valley of the stream 2long the eastern side of which. for
a mile or two, a convenient road has been chiseled and scooped out
of the sides of the stony hill, the vision is completely obstructed by the
imposing banks, and hills rising above hills, on either shore, and but
for the unpoetic noise of a laboring mill, and the span of & rude bridge
which crosses to a small cavern or clevity in the rocky rlose, there
would be nothing to betray the presence of man, or to muk the con-
tiguity of human enterprise. Alas! that not ore spot—not even the
glorious Wissahiccon—bearing the undoubted impress of the hand of :
the God of Nature-—can escape the desolatine denredstions -ud
officious interference of the onward march of civilization.

The carriage road commercing al the mouth of the Vi« hiccon.
crosses the stream on a covered bridge, about a mile and a half alove,
winds up a hill at a considerable evelation and passes over lo ths
Ridge. From the covered bridee access along the creek is oblainsd
by means of a footpath, on the western side, which is marked through
the forest, over crass and cliffs, rugged rocks and rooted trees, uni’)
it reaches a beautiful green lawn, a Little parlor in the wilderness, cele-
brated as the resort of occasional picnic parties of voung ladies and
gentlemen from the city, and where, on the grassy floor, youth and
beauty have often mingl=d in the graceful dance, and joined in 1he
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merry song of innocerce and may hilarity, Tt is a sweet spol, and sur-
rounded as it is, by scencry of the wildest and 0t ehavic
may, very appropriately, be designated the “aac

Near this place, immediztely on the waler’s edge, the ruins of an anti
quated stone building are discovered, scatiered over the :\m
as no trace of the original appearance of the ed.fice can be
imagination is permitted o enjoy free scone
acter and pursuits of its ancient founders.

romattic character.
f the Wissahiccon.”
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foul.'erl.
in dwelling upon the char-
On the opposite side the
banks rise up, in many places almost perpendicularly. to the height of
mountains, and but few have the temerity to attempt a passage along
the course of the stream, as a single false step might hurl them among
the dangerous rocks and jutting cliffs below. Here, as well as on the
western side, several clivilies and caverns in the granite rocks may be
found, but it does not appear that they extend to any depth under the
massive structure; and here upon the edge of a hill may be seen the
point at which it was some time since proposed to throw a bridge over
the stream, to carry across the railroad from Philadelphia to Norris-
town. The projectors of the scheme reached thus far in their onward
progress, but in casting a glance over the precipice into the gulph be-
low, were struck with dismay at the formidable obstacles which ap-
peared, and prudently abandoned the hazardous and wildly conceived
undertaking.

Near Garsed's flax mill the footpath crosses to the eastern shore
of the stream, on a rude log chained to an adjacent ‘stone, and passes
up through a forest overhanging the sluggish waters, and throush a
thick underwood, which, in some places, is almost impenetrable. Oeca-
sional openings in the dense foliage, which become more frequent as
the pedestrian progresses up the stream, afford highly picturesque and
enchanting views of the surrounding hills, such as those who appreciate
nature in her majesty, would journey miles upon miles, and endure

pain and fatigue without murmuring, to behold. In every direction-

the scenes unfolded to the eye are rich and enchanting beyond descrip-
tion, and reminds the visitor who associates therewith ideas of intellec-
tual pleasure and enjoyment, of the beautiful lines of the poet:

“Dear solitary groves where peace does dwell!

Sweet harbors of pure love and innocence!

How willingly could I forever stay i
Beneath the shade of your embracing greens i
List'ning to the harmony of warbling birds, ]
Tun'd with the gentle murmur of the stream;
Upon whose banks, in various livery,

The fragrant offspring of the early year,

Their heads, like graceful swans, bent proudly down,
Reflecting their own beauties in the crystal flood.”

One of the most interesting spots on the Wissahiccon is in the
immediate vicinity of the great perpendicular rock of granite opposite-
Rittenhouse’s Mill. Here the dark shadows of the hill fall, with
beautiful effect, upon the gurgling stream, and the rich and deep
woodland foliage, the tangled shrubbery, redolent of fragrance, the
towering cliffs on the one side, and imposing hills and dales on the
other, give to the place a charm and fascination which the reflecting
mind may enjoy, but of which it is impossible to convey with the pen,
any accurate description. It was near this enchanting place, on the
sun side of a high hill, as is currently believed, that Kelpius and his
friend, scholars of Germany, located themselves about the close of the
seventeenth century, and where for years they dwelt in quiet and relig-

ious meditation, awaiting with anxious prayer, the coming of the "*Lady"

of the Wilderness," and where they died, as we now know, “‘without
the sight.” It was here that, at a period long anterior to the arn-
val of Kelpius, the untamed monarch of these wilds, came to enjoy
the rich treasures of nature, and to worship in silence, the goodness
and bounty of the Great Spirit. It was here, perhaps, on the sum-
mit of this very hill, that the original owners of the soil assembled for
the war dance .and to make preparations for a furious and bloody




contest; or mayhap it was here that the chief of different tribes assem-
bled to bury the hatchet of war and to smoke the calumet of amity
and peace. Perhaps it was here that the noble young warrior,
flushed with the honors of victory, stole silently at the midnight hour,
to breathe his tale of love ard his vows of devotion, into the cars of
his blushing and afhanced bride; and surely no spot can be found, in
the whole range of our wide spread territory, so suitable for scenes
of this character. Here is the abode of romance; here the spint ol
nature helds undisputed sway-—and here, among these rugged rocks
and in this dense foliage—by the side of this poetic stream, with its
associations of woody heights and shady dells—it is fitling that pure
and holy vows of love should be uttered, where Heaven, in every leal
of the forest, in every blade of grass, may be called upon to bear wit-
ness to their sincerity and truth.

But the Wissahiccon has fallen into other hands. The untu-
tored savage no longer strolls over these silent mountains and vales,
for his abode has been removed far away, beyond the western waters.
[he bones of his warrior father lie bleached and neglected in the
depths of the valley, for the high-bounding spirit of the son is tamed,
by the contaminating influence of civilized brethren. The active deer
no longer bounds over the hills and dales of the Wissahiccon, for he
has been driven to more sesuestered abodes. The stream is, how-
ever, much the same—its plac'd waters are still baeutiful as mirrors—
its shores are still romantic—its groves are still enchanting—and so
may they ever remain, undisturbed, untouched by the dilapidating
hand of man! The place chould ever be reserved as a refreshing
retreat, where the soul may le uplifted in devotion, and the heart glad-
dened in sweet conlemp!atinn —where no sound shall be heard but the

notes of melody and joy, in delightful unison with the tones of mur:
muring rill—

“To sit on rocks, to muse o'er flood and fell,

To slowly trace the forest's s]}ady sCene,

Where things that own not man's dominion dwell,

And mortal foot hath ne'er or rarely been;

To climb the trackless mountain all unseen;

With the wild flock that never needs a fold;

Alone o'er steeps and foaming falls to lean;

This is not solitude—'tis but to hold

Converse with nature's claims, and see her stores unrolled.”

Two or three miles above the perpendicular rock, on the eastern: /
shore of the stream, and in a spot eqjually beautiful and romantié, .:
stands an edifice of great antiquity, connected with which there are a
number of interesting associations. It is built nearly on the summit
of a slope that stretches into a ravine, walled in on three sides by
clevated hills, thickly covered with foliage. The building is of stone,
three stories high, with numerous windows, four to each chamber, of
uniform size and appearance; sivty years ago there was a balcony
around the second story, and the old-fashioned eaves, plastered in
semi-cifcular form, still to be seen, exhibit the architectural taste and”
elyle of a past century. The date of its erection is supposed to be
the year 1706, and its founders a society of religious Germans, prob-
ably known as Pietists or Seven Day Baptists, who no doubt selected
this secluded situation in order to secure peace and quietness in their
religious devotions. Many of the aged inhabitants of the neighbor-
hood remember this monastery, as a building of unchanged appear-
ance, even from the days of their boyhood, and some have connected
therewith curious traditions of romance and legends of mystic tale.
Notwithstanding the edifice has lately undergone a thorough alteration,
and is now the permanent residence of a highly respectable and very
intelligent family, it still bears the reputation of being visited by spirits.

The fact of this building having been occupied as a monastery,
by a brotherhood of Germ-ns, is, however, involved in doubt. One
tradition alleges, that it was tenanted, for some time, by a fraternity
of Capuchins, or White Friars, who took upon themselves vows of
abstinence and poverty, ard who sleot upon wooden or stone pillows,



with places scalloped out for the head. In confirmation of this tradi-
tm:}. an ancient burial place near the premises, now under tillage, is
pointed out, where repose the remains of many of the brotherhood:
Another and more probable story is, that the building was actually”
erected for a religious society, professing a [aith similar to that of the
Seven Day Baptists at Ephrata, near Lancaster, but never occupied,
as those for whom it was desioned deemed it expedient to leave the
neighborhood and join the settlement at Ephrata. The Chronica
Eph_mta'e-‘tpressh' states that previous to the formation of that com-
munity, in May, 1733, they had dwelt in separate places as hernrts,
and “'the hermits of the Ridge™ are frequently mentioned. |hat
there was a feeling of affection between these hermits and the brother-
hood in Ephrata, is beyond all doubt, as the Chronica, in another
f:lﬂﬁe- speaks of some brothers of single devotedness at Roxborough.
who 5ub§cqu¢nlly fell in with the spirit of the world and married.”

Kelpius, probably the first 6f the hermits on the Wiseahirean
died in the year 1708. He was succeeded by Seelig, who survived
him many years, and who was contemvorary with Conrad Mathiac
another recluse, whose cave was near the Schuylkill, Tradition
speaks of these Germans as being men of undoubted piety and great
learning. Kelpius wrote several languages, and his journal. in Latin,
i now in possession of a distinguished antinuarian of Philadelphia.
Fe waited the coming of the “Lady of the Wilderness" —the “woman
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and unon her head
a crown of twelve stars,” spoken of in the Scriptures, as baving “‘fled
into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that
they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and three-scove
days” (Rev. XII). We may wonder that such a man as Keloius
should labor under a delusion of this character, but those who will
visit the spot he selected for his “‘prayerful waiting.” will agrec with
me in opinion that it was singularly well-chosen to harmonize with
and foster his eccentric views and romantic religious exnectations.

There is another interesting legend, connected with the monastery
on the Wissahiccon, which I feel inclined to allude to, if | mav do
so without being held responsible for its veracity. It is a tale of un-
happy love, and relates to a young, beautiful and accomnlished French
lady, who followed her lover to the Ind'an wars, who fought in dis-
guise by his side, and who closed his eyes when he fell at her [eet,
mortally wounded. Being subsequently admitted, for temporary shel-
ter, into the monastery, she passed a dav or two in unavailing grvief,
and died heart broken at the loss of all she held near and dear on
earth. The particulars of the melancholy fate of the beautiful
Louisa, | may hereafter unfold to the reader, but I beg my young
friends who may discover the mound which covers her remains at the
foot of a weeping willow, washed by the gurgling stream, to shed a
tear to the memory of one whose beauty and virtues deserved a hap-
pier fate.

I have thus attempted to give a sketch of the ever-delightful
Wissahiccon, and to cast a hasty glance at a few of the prominent
incidents with which it was once associated. [ I have failed to
excite interest in the mind of the reader. let him not hesitate to attribute
the circumstances to the feeble powers of the writer, rather than lo the
paucity of the subject to which his attention has been called. Beau-
tiful and magnificent beyond comparison are the picturesque views of
this romantic stream, and for ages lo come may its crvstal waters con-
tinue to course through the valley, affording peaceful enjoyment fto
the pedestrian on its banks, and unqualified delight to those who may
ramble through its attractive forests.




RITTENHOUSE FAMILY — — —ae 14
In 1688 William Rittenhouse who, with his two sons. Claus

and Garrett, and daughter Elizabeth, came to Germantown from Hol-

land. Two vears after William purchased twenty acres of ground

on the Wissahickon, where he built the frst paper mill erected in

America. William Rittenhouse and his father before him, were paper

makers in Holland. His paper mill was bordered on Paper Mill

Run. a few hundred feet west of the old David Rittenhouse birthplace,

still standing on Lincoln Drive in Fairmount Park.

In 1693 William Rittenhouse added one hundred acres to his
land, adjoining the first purchase of twenty acres, on the Wissahickon,
Some years afterward he purchased additional land, until the total
aggregated several hundred acres, extending {rom the Schuylkill river
to Mt. Airy. Part of this ground. located on Wissahickon avenue,
southeast of Rittenhouse street, is still in possession and occupancy of
he Rittenhouse family, whch makes the continuous occupancy and title
direct in the Rittenhouse family one hundred and twelve years. This
is a longer period than any other family has held ground in the city
of Philadelphia, and the probabilities are that this particular plot of
ground will remain in the Rittenhouse family for many years to come.

It is seldom that famous old buildings closely associated m the
past are connected with the history love of to-day. Yet the fact that
the first pastor of the First Mennonite congregation of Germantown
built and lived in the original Rittenhouse homestead, on Rittenhouse
street, just off Wissahickon Creek, shows how closely these old build-
ings were uniled in the Colonial days.

It was in 1688 that William Rtitenhouse, the first of the name,
arrived in Germantown, and made a name for himself, not only from
the fact that he was the first paper maker in America, but that he
was the first Mennonite preacher in he colonies. David Rittenhouse,
whose name is more [requently connected with the old Rittenhouse
homestead, was the grandson of William Rittenhouse, David being
the oldest son of Nicholas, who was the youngest son of William. It
was during the life of David Rittenhouse that the cluster of houses
sprung up along the roads surrounding the Rittenhouse homeslead, and
formed the settlement that formed Rittenhouse Town.

When William Rittenhouse arrived in 1688, the village of Ger-
mantown had grown to forty-four families, twenty-eight being Friends,
and the other sixteen of other religious faiths, largely Mennonites,
Intimately associated with these there was a religiosu sect known as
the Pietists. They originally came from Germany. On February
13, 1694, they embarked from London on the ship “Sarah Maria,”
for Pennsylvania. After many adventures on the ocean, they entered
the Chesapeake and landed the immigrants in Maryland, from whence
htey journeyed overland to Pennsylvania. ‘These men, with Johannes
Kelpius, as their superior, took up their residence on the Ridge, as the
high land between the Wissahickon and the Schuylkill is called. Here
they built a tabernacle of logs, and spent their time in seclusion, relig-
ious devotion, and the study of the occult stars.

During the voyage to America, John Kelpius, afterwards known
as the Hermit of the Wissahickon, kept a journal in Latin. The
war existing between England and France made the passage of unpro-
tected ships across the sea a venturesome undertaking, and so the
“Sarah Maria” lay by for some weeks to await the convoy of a fleet.
On the 15th of April she got away in company of eighteen vessels,
most of them carrying the Spanish flac. As their destination was not
Philadelphia, in about a week they all, with the exceplion of the
“Providence,” an English vessel, left the ‘‘Sarah Maria.”” On the
16th of May thiee French sloops, carrying respectively twenty, len
and six guns, hove in sight. The English repelled the attack, fnzlly
capturing the smallest of the aggressors, which had been disabled. On
the 23d of June they arrived in Philadelphia ,going to Germantown
iie following day.




5V B ulbelon T 17-1929

Men and Things

Civil Service Provisions of thel
Oharter Act of 1919 Relegated
to the Category of ZElna
Laws and Nullification is
the Accepted Order
BEUE laws—statutes or ordinances

out of tune with the times and

more often ignored than honored,
as Lo letter or originul purpose—were not
all passged in the early days of the last
cantury. A sample of this sort of law,
the strict enforcement of which would
make blue—and also bloney—a present
more or less popular program, was en-
aeted by the Legislnture as late as 1919,
and moreover was heiled as thoe gespel
of good government for Philadelphia,

ection 23 of the so-called Churter
Act of 1919 contains, among other pro-
visions, the following:

“No ollicer, clérk, or employe of
any city of the first class or of any
department, trust, or commission
thereof, shall serve as a member
of, or attend the meetings of, any

tee of any political party, or
ke an active purt in political man-

the law is ignored, and the presens
Administration is avowedly of and by
the Organization, though declared to
be for the people. Appointments are
to be made by and with the advice
#and consent of the ward lenders. Yor-
| mal questionnaires submitted to all job-
(holders require a statement as to their
spongar—political sponsorship being in
all minds. And when a sweep in and
around the bureaus iz made necessary
by the City Controller’s reminder that
payroll decounts have been overdrawn,
there is a horrying and scurrying among
the political sponsors to know why their
“men" have heen disturbed and to find
some means and place by which they
can be restored. One ward leader was
quoted yesterday us bewailing the facti
| that eleven of hig division committee-
men—city employes serving on political
committees—had been discharged, but
expressing confidence that ke wonld be
able to get them back somewhere, |

Nulliffeation, whether of Eightesnth
Amendment and Volstead act, or of cen-

#d & muchine 8hop ss & mackin q
after working with various c?:i‘m.r,lgl
gﬁt -‘;w;tl;‘H. 11‘.112. Siple & Company, of |
iladelphia, where he was- ting
| en?ine‘&r for two years, e
n May, 1880, he entered the
ment of TI'm Frlison IIlumirmf.[::Tg*l‘nllﬁinl;‘?;t
pany ut' New York as chief engineer
Inf the 30th Street station, He was
rt ransferred to the Old Pearl Street sfg-
{tion on May 28, 1800, as chief enyin.
'em: to sicceed Touis MeRinns, who
|was the firet chief engineer. 1Me rose
with the company until he becnme chiof
enginecr of. steam equipment of the
First Digtriet - Operating Deparement
He is still on the lst of active ems
3]130;313:‘ Fl‘v;aintg 13:_0\: juttzwhed to tha staff
re i rrati
ment of the cm:l]:a:;-,opmhnx D
T T
ARI?AHA.\I LINCOLN was frank and |
smeere when in 1845 he wrote to |
Hon. Solomon Lincoln, of Hingham
I}I-n‘asachusetts. “We have a VHgUS tras
;iuou that my great-grandfather went
Tom Peul::q_\-l\muil;l to Virginia and that
ln was u Qnaker,' 8 vagueness of
the Quaker ancestry of (he martyr Pres-
ident_has alwaye existed, I¢ his grest.
grandfuther, who svas John Lingoln,

tury old Bunday lawe, has not gone
farther than in this scrapping of nine-
year-old municipal virtue. But nobod
appears to objeet, and Mayor Muackey
i= under obligntion of his prrsonal guar-
anfee to demonsirate that a politician

agement or in political eampaigns,
or use his office to influence politi-
;;.] movements, or influence the
political actions of any other officer,
clerk or employe of any such eity,
department, trust or commission,
“No officer, clerk or employe of
any city of the first class shall in
any way or manner interfere with
the conduct of any election, or the
preparation therefor at the polling
place, or with the election officers
while ecounting the vote or return-
ing the ballot-boxes, hooks, and
fqpers to the place provided by law
or that purpose, or be within any
polling place save only for the pue-
ose of marking and depositing his
Eallot as speedily as it reasonably
| enn heor be within fifty feet there-
l' of, except for purposes of ordinary
trivvel or residence, during the peri-
afl of time beginniug one hour pre-
| eeding the opening of the polls for
| holding such election and ending
| with time when the election
officers shall have finished counting
~ the votes and have left the polling
F_m for the purpose of depositing
" the ballot boxes in the place pro-

vided by law for that purpose.”
- Beetion 16 declnres that

*Neeperson in the elassified service or
seeking admission thereto shall be ap-
pointed, promoted, sospended, reduced
or removed, or in any way favored or
discrintinated against because of his
politieal or religious opinions or affilin-
‘tion#. No inquiry in any applieation,
examination or investigation shall relate
to the religious or political affiliations
of any person.”

Tt is to laugh, generally. The Blue
Law of 1919 is, opeuly, a joke, even
thongh it is given snfficient recogni-
tion to keep the Mayor from aceepting
the homor of being a delegate to a
‘national convention, and to force mem-

bers of the Republiean City Committee

 to. give, way on i

can bo as good g public administrator
land servant ng any owpe, and that an
Administration of Politicians can be #s
satisfactory as the ideal of the Civil
Service Law, From present indications
it appears that the law is to be sus
pended for the purpose of this demon-
stration and t.ﬁst..

body | definitely fixed that John’s sister Mary

‘Qounty, New Jersey, thence to Chester

ISA.\C KRALTL—"Chief,” they call
him — the eighty-five-year-old en-
gineer of the New York Fdison Com:
pany, who is to be {he guest of honor
at the gathering of the Edison Pioneers
in New York tonight, is n native ol
York, in this State, a Tennsylvania
Civil War veteran, and for a time
was an ersoting engineer for a Phila-
delphin contracting” firm for several
yedrs,

The Edison Pioneers are a group of
former associates of Thomas A. Kdi-
son, who annuaily observe the birthday
of the Wizard, ¥Full members wmust

have been  associated
York Farm Boywith Mr, Edison prior
One of Xdison to 1880, asspciate mem-

“Pioneers” bers dating  between
| that year and 1000,
while sons of Pioncers are eligible as
descendent members,

Mr, Krall, whose present home is in
Clinton, N. J., was born in Xork eounty,
Penngylvania, on April 20, 1843, He
| attended school #nd worked on his
fathér's farm until nineteen years old,
|when he became an apprentice mill-
wright with hig uncle, working his way
ttp to be foreman. He quit this posi-
tion to enlist for three months in the
d48th Pennsylvania Regiment, and fol-
lowing this enlistment ho enlisted again,
this time with the 200th Pennsylvania
Volunteers, Third Brigude, Third Di-

Army of the Potomac,
serviee st Ford Steadmsan, the =siegs

Appomatiox,
After the war he returned to York
! Pennsylvania, where ‘he was a mill

ymittea 1o theie licutenants. _ !
r the most part, the purpose of |wright for three years, He then enterd

vigion of the Ninth Army Corps of the

ommittes | of  Petershueg and the surrender of!
g luxurions berths in the Muniei- | i
shinet to the City'

son of Mordecai. was a Quaker, it is

was not. John and Mary Lineoln were
two of thae children of Mordecni Tdu-
coln, ironmaster, who came from *Sei-
tuate, Massachusetts, to Monmonth

County, Pennsylvania, where, in 1720,
he sold out all his “mynes and miner-
als, forges, ete)”
ary Lineolu by her marrviage in
1741 to Francis Yarnall, 2 member of
the Society of Friends, st the Exeter
Moeeting then in Bueks but later Berks/|
County, Pennsylvania, no doubt ereated |
some of the “vague tmi- |
Lineoln's dition” about which
Qualker President Lincoln wrots.
Traditions Yarnall was the grand-
son of Franeis Yarnall
whe, with his brother Philip, left Eng-
land and settled in Chester County,
Pennsylvania, in 1683, They imme-|
diately became members of the Darby |
Meeting, Socisty of ¥riends, From/
Philip are descended the members of
the present Yarnall family in Philadel-
phia, and from Francis come the pres-|
ent Northumberland Qounty Yarnalls, |
In 1740, the second Frauneis reguested !
and obtained a remavel certificate from
the Goshen Meeting in Chesler County |
and was received into the monthly mieot- |
‘og ot Exeter, The next year he mar
vied Mury Lincoln, for which act he
was testified ngainst and complained of
at the monthly meeting for “going out
from us in marringe and taking an oath
publiely" ;—"whereas Franecis Yarnall
of Kixeter having but a shor{ time pust
requested of Friends to let him came
under their eare, which was granted
him, but for want of being so cacaful
to mind the gift of God in himself as
he ought to have done, he went to vain
pastimes and took a wife of nnether

I'persuasion, and took oath before Magis-

trates; yet notwithstanding what hath
by him, Friends' care over

him at several times hath been to hrin

him to a sense of his condition, but all

He saw active| DY

seeming to work no contrition in him,
therefore, for the clearing of truth and
ho professors thereof, it is the senge and
i 2nt. of this meeting to give this
timouy against kim for his dis-

dings, untl hrlm;fw!




the love of God we heartily desive for
his soul's sake.’

This would seem to dispel the idea of
Qualier lineage in this generation, at
least, of Lineoln's ancestry,

. * a8 @ |
DEFINH‘E commilment of the dity |
to the Ridge avenue extension of the
Broad street subway suggesta a direct
high-speed service to the northwest sec-
tion that ought not te be lost might of
in the final arrangement of the plans.
Long ago a high-speed line was prom-
ised to morthwest FPhiladelphia, with
arms extending to Germantown and
Roxborough. In the eatlier plans pro-
vision was made for a'subway under
the Parkwny to 'Twenty-ninth street,
then to be carried over an elevated
structure up Twenty-ninth street to
Hunting Park avenue,
from which peint two
lines were to branch,
one to Hoxborough over
the Henry avenue bridge,
which the eity is now to build, the
other to Chelten avenue and thence to
the business centre at the intersection
of that avenue with Germantown road.
The cost figured then st ahout ten
million dollars, much less than the
work would cost today. The north-
‘west residents made thele fight for the
line &nd wecured the fuclusion of an
item of $7.500,000, for the Iarkway
lroute, in a general transit loan bill

In the emergency which arose for
the provision of Sesqui-Centenninl
funds, the Roxhorough citizens were
persunded to wuive their elaim to that
loan assignment and, by popular vote,
that moncy was trapeferred to Sesqui!
neconnt, But there was a definite prunvj
ise that it should be replaced with al
‘n.ew loan for the original purpose. Rox-
1

Ridge Avenue
Speed Line to
Roxborough

borough has not abandoned its dresms,
| of high-speed gervice to the city, und,
| thers is as much need as ever for it|
to ‘meet the realty development and
| opportunity in that section.

I Whatever advantages the Parkway
had as a direct subway route to the|
centre of the city is matched by thpi
advantages of Ridge svenue in that!
respect, The region to be served is|
thickly populated, truffie donsity is al-|
ready marked on the surface lines sen'-}
ing tho section, most of them ruuming
into the shopping district east of the!
City Hall between Arch snd Tocust
streets, and the prospective earnings
of either an averbead or underground
high-speed line on the Ridge road would
seem Lo warrant the investmsnt. Were
guch a ‘line provided, over the Ridge,
from Germantown and Roxborough,
with direct service to Etghth and Wal-
nut, and transfer service, at Broad and
Fairmount avenue, to the north and
sonth line on Broad street, the pro-)
posed  stub-end Ridge avenue spur
would have gr:.-uu‘.-r \;nlu:.
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THE LINCOLN LEGEND
< WRONGS ITS HERO
T HAS been a long time, as
men measure time, since Lhey
buried Lincoln at Springfield on
the prairies not far from the San-
gamon, As history records time,

it "has been only a 1little while in
the life of a nation, but it has been
lonig enough for the growth of the
Lincoln Legend,

This legend was taking shape
before his death. On this, the
119th anniversary of his birth, it
| continues to grow. In many ways
; it has distorted the actual figure

of the man. There hags been a half-
1 unconscioud exaggeration of the

poverty, the toil and the sorrow of
!his life. It has been forgotten
that the boyhood of Lincoln, with
its hardships, its griefs and its
| shadows, was the bhoyhood of
thousands of other Americans of
his time along the raw frontier.

In our own day, which has gone
just a little mad on the subject
| of education, his lack of formal
| schooling has been overempha-
| sized. In a time when a great
‘ part of the population spends any-
E where from eight to twently years
:Iin the classroom, laboratory and
i lecture hall, the less than one year
gpent by Lincoln ih the school-
room makes "him seem an
unschooled and unlettered man.

Linecoln, in fact, was a student
l all the days of his life. In many
"'ways he was one of the most,

soundly schooled men who ever

came to the White House. By the!

Hght of a log-cabin fireplace in
|'Indiana he came to know the

Upon these books asa founda

tion he lifted the étructure of his
self-schooling. This ranged from}
elementary grammar and rhetorit
to Euclid and Blackstone. Anyj
young man of 1835 who had read)
iB_\-'ron, Burns, Hood and Shake-
speare, who knew Gibbon's Romegd
the ancient history of Rollins|
Prior’s Life of Burke, Paine's Agell
of Reason and the works of Vol
taire could hardly be described as
an ignorant backwoodsman.

His study, directed for years by
three men, one a student and
philosopher, one a schoolmaster
and one a college-bred scholar,
included surveying, matural his-
tory and a great mass of ma.terial
bearing upon the slaveryissue. Hel
found time to read Paley's Natural
Theology, the sermons of Chan-
ning, the works of Theodore
Parker, the Life of Henry Clay

| Bible, the Fables of Aesop and Pil-
' grim’s Progress, He had a hunger
? for books. He read Robinson
Crusos, at least two lives of Wash-
ington, a history of the United
Statss and the Revised Statutes of
Indiana before he emigrated intol

Franklin’s Autcbiography, Vol-
ney’s Ruins and many other books
that had reached the frontier.
With Blackstone's Commen
taries, salvaged from a barrel of]
rubbish, he began the study of
law. He completed much of thig
study from books borrowed fro
a lawyer's office twenty miles
away over the sometimes muddy
sometimes dusty and always prin
itive prairie roads, but that studs
was completed. When Abraham
Lincoln was admitted to the ba

in 1837 he was mnot withoul
culture. |
Woven into and through his

reading were the legsons of human
experience gained on the river, in
.the woods, by log-cabin hearths
and as a soldier, a surveyor and a
country storekeeper. Life was his
university, teaching him to inter-
pret human questions in terms of
humanity, p .

Seen against the background of
New Salem and the prairie wilder-
ness, the State papers of Linecoln,
his inaugural addresses and his

the Sangamon country of Ilinois,

Gettysburg Speech may seem

"'miraculous. There is neither mir-




l‘-acie nor mystery in them. They
Uwere shaped by years of self-

schooling, experience and disci-
pline. The Lincoln Legend wrongs
‘jts hero when it makes him a man
unschooled and unlettered. There
was a man who served his appren-
ticeship in the literature of the
race as well as in the everyday
lives of the people he was fated to
lead. .

. 1
Things You Should Know |

Interesting Information and a Few

Fasts, llﬂ Figures

California, refineries contain’ only
‘half the stock of gasoline they had
a year ago.

Consumption of sugar in Canada
last year Ew_ergg'eql 153 pounds for
each person. =

In an ordinary book the letter *'Z"
will occur, on an ‘average, twice in
3000 worgis.. )

A yak is u long-haired, humped, |

nting wild or domesticated ox of
Thibet, Asia.

The November election falls on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday
in November.

Saturday is to replace Sunday as
a day of rest in Russia by Lenine's
special decree.

Prima facie evidence is that which
seems likely unless it can ex-
plained away, *»
_ Albums were originally whitened
boards used in Rbr:lge t‘c:&ry displaying
public notices, i

In fourteen months Poland has js-
sued more ‘than 300 different varie-
ties of stamps, [

Turnhout, Belgium, has.a school of
lachmakinie,. which In aitended by

1,600 children,: |
| During a recent mornng fog, about |
200 tons of solid matter were deposit-
ted on Dondon., " . :

. | . Philadelphia hds. a building and

loan “associatfoh run exclusively by,
and for women,
_ Motorists in thiz country bought
$524.709 worth of automaqbiles
abroad last yeat. -

Playing cards were invented about
the year 1390 to amuse Charles VI,,
King of France. X

The first permanent English settle-
ment in Virginia was made by the
English in 1607,

The average annual petroleum pro-|
duetion of Bermuda is nearly 300,-;

000,000 gallons. i - i
Surplus way materials and stocks

of ‘the Américan army haye been sola
for $522,208,235. - &
The price of gold was fixed by in-
ternational agreement in 1792 at
$20.67 an ounce.
The bureau of mines says that
{there are about 6000 coal mines in
Ithe United States. '

Gramophone music of a bright kind
has speeded mp the work of one
. European laundry,

The ‘;ﬁ:eeu of Norway keeps a
|serapbook of all newspaper cuttings
| concerning herself, = ‘

A whale is able to remain under
‘water for an hour and a half without
coming up for air,

The first wax preparations for the
'use of students in amatomy were
made by a woman.

American capital invested in the
oil industry in Mexico is said to ex-
ceed $300,000,000. \

The population of Hamtranck,
Mich., increased 1,266 per cent in
the last ten years,

One-fourth of the people on earth
die before the age of six, and one-
half before sixteen, =

Of Mexico’s 630,000 square kilo-
meters containing oils, only 60,000
have been explored. bt

In many places, espeeially in the
far North, the water freezes from
| the bottom upwards,

A recent invention is the “Cosey
Cuddle Doll,”” which conceals a rub-
ber hot-water bottle.

The length of the mean Georgian
year is 365 days, 5 hours, 49 min-
utés and 12 seconds.

One eentral station in Germany is
supplying electricty for light and
power for 166 villages.

Bhang is East Indian hemp used as
sa -narcotie and stimulant, smoked;
".chewed, eaten or drunk. . t
“ Onyrious poetry is poetry of which
the authorship is known in distinetion
front, anonymous poetry.
| Bhang is East Indian hemp uged ag
|'_a nargotic and stimulant, smoked,
| chewed, caten or drunk, von S
| . New York is the “Mother of Vice
| Presidents,” ten of them having been
telected from that state. H

A missionary preacher in the far
Northwest makes his visit to remote
communities by airplane,

_ Our paper money which ig dirty
‘hut tiot worn out is washed and iron-
‘ed by special machinery., = *

v If a box six feet deep was filled

with sea water, which was then al-

jlowed to evsporate, there would be
| two inches of salt left in the bottom
| of the box. .

b,
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One vacuum cleaner has an electric
lamp at the bottom of the handle to
light up the dark corners. ,

Cuban coins are made in American |
mintg, also the c¢oins of several
South American countries. |

Specimens of the albatross have

"been found measuring twelve feet

from Wing_-tip to wing-tip. .

The production of silk in the Uni-
ted States has now grown to $500,°
000,000 a year, as compared with
only $100,000,000 in 1900.

In English prisons neither male nor
| female convicts may see a mi
during their imprisonment.

A machine to measure quickness of '

muscular action registers the number
of taps on a clock-like dial. ?

Criminals are rarely made by cir-
cumstances, but are due to birth and |
environment, says an expert,

Sun spots recently observed are
| astimated to have covered nearly
500,000,000 square miles each.

The honey crop of the United
States is estimated at 250,000,000
pounds, valued at $50,000,000.

Why a horse rises from the ground |
on its forelegs and a cow on 1 hind
legs has never yet been explained.

Deposits of State and National
banks in the United States, are es-
timated at about $39,000,000,000.

Fish which has been preserved by
a treatment of electricty ig claimed
to remain eatable for seven years.

The guinea hen is a native of West
Africa;.and takes its name from the
tropical coast region called Guirea.

Normally, about thirty per cent of

e ———

the armistice, over 99 per centv are

ex-service imen. ’ [
Tﬁﬁg%‘ﬁ Department says that

the’ standard type of submarine

chz.se__ er 'E@za. between: $70,000 and

$0,000 T buttd. -

New York; Michigan, Wisconsin, |

Minnesota, Pennsylvania and Maine | press ideas that i
i 1y s that in English w '
conveyed by a whole sentence(.mld g

head the hst for potato production in
the order samed.

; Tige gue’ taxpayers of the city
Bf&%’@‘knumber 400,000 and
the emount- involved is about 81,-
i500.000,000 in tax- payments.

: In the Australiavi High Schools in-
struction is being given in the Jap-
iaﬂeﬁgﬁ)ﬁpagu, and it'is also being
itabght @t the military schools. |

The tweo tropic linea are the tropic
of Cancer, the northern boundary of
the torrid zone, and the tropic of
Capricorn, the southeérn boundary.

The Interchurch World Movement |
has completed a survey which states,
that thirty-three foreign tongues are
gpoken daily on New York ptreets.
Nearly 2,000,000 New Yorkers use
other languages than English.

The bureau of the census says that
in 1910 53% per cent of the popula-
tion was rural. An unofficial opinion
of the 1820 census is to the effect
that not such a large per cent will be
found still living in the country.

There iz mo law of the United
States prohibiting the burial of Chi-
nese upon American goil. The Chi-
nese, however, prefgr to be buried in
their - native country and whenever
possible make such z_;rmngements.

Playing cards are believed to have
first heen used in Asia. There is a
tradition that cards have existed in
India since time immemorial. Their

buildings constructed in the United
| States are dwellings, but in 1013 on‘ly
ffteen per cent of the total was for
this purpose.

8 Mrs. Garrett Anderson, who was
elected wiyor of Aldeburgh in 1908,

The *t?:\aby ghow in the United
m_lﬁa:in,‘ﬁhe world was held at
Springfiéld, O, on October 14, 1854,

“Bais, two million marriage-
ble girls who, a¢ a result of the
war, can never hope to have hus-
bands. ' 4

The ptice. of a good retriever,
spaniel of sitter, trained for sport,
h{‘ﬂ $260 to $500 in the Fnglish
ma o

Down
permanent pensigns had been award-
ed to'N. C. 0."s and men of the Brit-
ish army.

o < ¢
major portion of the finer.
ovk *dongin the watchmaking in-
i Bwitzerland is performed

by women. -

'hn_l_n ‘ﬁqiasandid]ight hand %500
heavy §''are said to have. been
:gdﬁe allies by the German
~ Of the!
|_£?' * 5

91 new recruits scee

6 March 31, 1919, 24,177

n ' (Eng.) police since

invention has also been ascribed to
the Egyptians and fto the Arabs,
This belief is strengthened by the
fact that the pictures on the face

1 W;{Wbmﬂn mayor in England | sards are Egyptian in type.

! Try mixing mustard with milk in-
stead qf with water or vinegar. The
flavor is said to be good, the paste is
very smooth and the mustard will not

‘dry s0 quickly

Colorado is known as the centen-
| nial state because it was admitted to
| the Union in 1876, when this country
was having its centennial celebration
of independence. —

The latest figures by Lloyd’s ac-
credit Great Britain with the largest
{| mercantile marine fleet in the world,
with the United States second on the
list and Japan third.

! Taking the average depth of the
ocean to be three miles, there would
he a layer of salt 440 feet thlck
covering the bottom, in case all the
' water should evaporate.

The adjustments made by leap
year make civil time so near sun
time that it will take 3000 years for
it to get one day away from the
mathematically ‘accurate time.

Eskimos are scattered thru Green-

o

wnu, GAhada, Alaska and Siberid o

the number of about 32,000, all of |~

whom seem towspeak th
1 e same st 1
Lei]!:lg't;%ﬁge. usn'}‘gl: the same steme :;gfi};'
affixes, 1e chief characteristi
aF the language is that single wr::rsrt&: 'I
of complex structure are used to ex- |

BRIEF INTERESTINC TTEMS

Spanish type contains no w.
fku?l.nns of Turkey never marry.
ine was mad g
™ made over 6000 years
The
skin.
Wall paper was first i i
ak first introduced in
'I‘ui' ll.‘lgfdsh baths are unknown to the
The earth's atmosph i
miles deep. 3 o dhde
Gilass hottles have be )
4000 Yatirg, > heent made for
France maintains a ta
and windows. $
Horges reach an ave
W ol rage age of
Nuremberg, Germany, is the to
center of the world. E s
India“is mainly a farming count
there being few cities. ¥ T
The first state to declare Memorial
Day a legal holiday was New Yor]ln.a
Bulgarian mothers teach their ba-

first bottles were made of

bies to eat hot peppers.
| Louisiana is the main cane sugar
producing state- of the U. 8.

The average man can lift one and
a half times his ewn weight.

3 The first steamboat in the United
States plied the Hudson in 1807.

Maiden Lane is the home of jewels
ry and diamend business in New York,|

_An elephant lives 400 years, a cat|
15; @ dog, 14, and a whale 300;

Clocks regulated and operated by
water power are eommon in China,

Muslin is named from Mosul, in
.-'-I\_ma.. ani ealico  from Caleutta; Ins
dig! %

In Death Valley, California, a tem=
perature of 122 degrees is not uncoms=
mon.

‘Japan uges 4,000,000 tons of her-
ving a year for fertilizer for rice
fields.

The latest English dictionaries con-
taih nearly half a million different
words.

The average output of the world's
gold mines is now over £350,000,000
a year.

| The process of making asphalt like
that found in the ruins of Babylon
is a lost art.

Americans spend almest as much
maoney for chewing gum as for for-
eign missions.

The total area of Canada is 500,980




wyiare miles greater tnan that of the

linited States. |

QOver fourth of the tobacco
grown ¥ United States comes
from Ke

Your s has more than 2,000,000
pores, which, end to end, would be
nine miles long.

The first newspaper in the United
States was the Boston News Letter,
started in 1704,

The chief lines on the palm which
are “read” by palmists are found on
the palm of the ape.,

A greater variety of birds is to be
found in South America than in any
other part of the world, \

A carload of living quail has beem
sent from Mexico to the state game
commission of Maryland.

John Ridley was the inventor of
the stripper which both reap and
thresh corn at the same time.

Treaking them with certain gases,
a Teench scientist has succecded in
keeping eggs fresh lor ten months,

Hardly anyone possesses @ pair of
ears which are exactly alike, In near-
iy every case one ear is larger than
the other, is set further back from
the eye, or is higher in the head.

“Sydney and Melhourfie are the
two largest cities in Australia.

1t takes from two and one-half to
four days to vroperly cut & diamond.

‘It takes from three weeks to three
months to tan various kinds of
leathers: ¢

The earliest. inyention of the
muotion picture projecting machine
was patented in 1867,

Electro-magnets have been used to
lift-as much as 80,000 pounds of steel
‘easting in .one operation,

A hairpin was used for emergeney
operations several times by Rymy
surgeons during the war,
London. a8 & community  uses
ltrains and other {ransport move than
any other city in the world.

Two possessions of the United
Btates™ Alnska and Hawali, have the
territorial form of government,

| Tt iz estimated that more than 12,-
| 000,000 women have entered gainful
| gecupations in the last ten years.

During the war it cost the War
Department- $2000 for each scldier
Now the cost is estimated at $18600,

| Diamonds can only be burned in
iogxygen under a Scientifically pro-
Fduced heat uf 4000 degrees Fahren-
iheit.

I* Arbor Day, wwhen treegare planted
i by school children, is observed in the
| United States, Canadd and New Zeal-
' land.

Diamonds were known and worn
as jewels in India 5000 years ago and
ased as cutters and gravers 3000}
| yeATE ago.. |

| there are thirty-ohe poundas of sa
as against 187 peunds in the Szihllte:

| guantity from the Dead Sea,

A conerete barge can be built in
one-third the time required for a
;tele; barge, and the cost is about one-

alf. :

In the year 1894 Japan’s total
trade with America amounted to
$150,000,000. In 1018 the same
trade amounted to $578,000,000,

Half a million homes in France and |
Belgium were completely destroyed
during the war. Cost of replacing
them is estimated at $6,000,000,000.

One of the largest diamonds/
known, weighing: 387 karats, was
found in Borpeo about a cenfury age
and belongs the Rujah of Mattan.

In China a man can obtain a hair-

cut, & head shave, a face shave and
also have his shoulders and back

l

massaged, all for less than five cents. |

Since 1014 the gross tonnage of
American shipping hag

more than 500 per cent.” United

States tonnage now stands second

only to that of Great Britain,

The name gypsy is derived from
the earlier “Gipeyan” for Egyptian.
When the gypeies appeared in Eng-
land in ihe early sixteenth century
they were supposed to have come
from Egypt

India was the sourece of diamond
supply until the stone was discovered
in Brazil about 1700, when Brazil
became the largest producer until
diamonds were found in South
Africa about TE&D.

A petit jury is a jury of twelve
men to try a case and decide finally
as to the facts in dispute. It is thus
distingnished from a grand jury,
which is reguired ta hold private in-
quests and indict offenders.

Should a British peer ever be
wentenced to death for some crimi-
nal offense, and become liable to the
last penalty of the law, he ean de-

[Vmand, as his right that & silken cord

be used instead of the ordinary

hempen rope.

In English prisons neither mala nor
female convicts may see a mirror dur-
ing their imprisonment.

Prices of some articles of food in
Syria have increased 500 per cent
tince the war began.

A migsionary preacher in the far
Northwest makes his visit to remote
communities by airplane.

The hondy crop of the United States
is  estimated at 250,000,000 pounds,
valued at $50,000,000.

In fourteen months Poland has Is-
gued more than 300 different varieties

o I __k-'_tqn' of mt&r from the Atlantic
= —~ L

of stamps.

i

increased |

The Peee of gold was fixed by in
ternational 'igaem_ent in 1792 at
$20.67 an ounces

The kilowatt h
than gold, as an absol
value.

Ten per cent of the farm I&npioycs'
of Kansas, who joined the army, haye

: returned to the farms,

m:‘:u;p;:u:ﬂm r::::ria]s and stocks of
¥ have been sold
for $822,293,235.
A compound called “Rresnow” has
Eeen invented for extinguishing oil
lazes,

The United States adopted standard
time in 1883.

The Arabs have a superstition that
the stork has a human heart.

Sunflowers ave a favorite article ot
diet in some partg of Russia,

_ The Republican platformi contains
6,306 words.

There are some 60,000
statutes now in force.

In one day, last May, 9,000,000 marks
wera placed as bets on races in Ger-
many.

, The Dorough of Manhattan, New
York, spends $3,500,000 a day on Iux-
uries.

From 1800 to 1819, the foreign trade
of the United States increased by
6,261 per cent.

The world's supply of monetary gold
today is estimated at about 8,000,000

Of Mexico’s 630,000 square kilo-
meters containing oils, only 60,000
kave been explored.

American capital invested in the oil
industry in Mexico is said to exeeed
$300,000,000.

The population of Hamtranck, Mich.,
increased 1,266 per cent in the lasi
ten years,

Playing cards were invented about

federal

the vear 1390 to amuse Charles V1.

Paper manufacture requires the de-|
gtruction of 9,500 acres of forest dally

King of France.

The length of the mean Geoigian
year is 865 days, 6 hours, 49 minutes
and 12 seconds.

Centauri, the star nearest the earta
ig 25,000,000,000,000 miles away.

Deposits. of State and National,
banks in the TUnited States, are esti-
mated at about $39,000,000,000.

Canada has one motor vehicle for
every 20 inhabitants.

During April, 5345 boys and 4,595
girls were born in London.

There are 1,028,000 laws in Awmer




ica. o

Matches  containing white phos:

phorug are prohibited in Belgium.

There are nearly 12,000,000 tele

phones in this country.

More than 100,000 motor carg are

FaALA 10 Buewater, on the Dilaware river,
__a.'t Port Richmond, in the northern sm‘-
tion of the eity, at which place the com-
pany has wo less than twenty-thres
what\:es, extending from 2300 (o 809
feet: inlo the river and  permitting
the direct discharge of conl from the

wie Headmy Raifroad take me? and to
this query thers ure a multithde of
answers, all of which appear to be highly
satisfuctory o its palrons if we are to
judge by the showing made by the prisen-
ger deparimwent of the company, and ne
better method of reaching that conclusion

47

rars into the vessels that ecome thers to

stolen annually in the United States, can be had.

Authorities give the average dura-

tion of life as 33 years.

More than. $200,000.000 were loaneil
to farmers by the federal land ha.n}(s'

in April.

Consumption of sugar in Canada
for

lagt year averaged 110 pounds
each person.

A fourth of the debris of warlare
in 205 towns and villages of France

has already been cleared.

Onefourth of the people on earth
die before the age of six, and onehalf

before 16.
Molorists

last year.

New York State has supplied more
than one-third of all vice-presidents

of the United States.
California

in this country bought
$524,708 worth of automobiles abroad

refineries contaln only

half the stock of gasoline they had a |

year ago.

Thee Rt a,.m,.w
St 15, 1997,
| THE READING RAILEOAD
A Brief Histar-y of its Inesption and
Development

Some Facts xod ¥igares Which Will Give
tha ﬁo:nﬂer Qurne ¥dea of the Greatness
of Iis Resources and tho Mognitnde of
Tts Business.

Side by side with the other grent rail-
voud copporation of which Philadeiphians
are 5o justly proud, stands the Thiladel-
phiz and Reading Rauilroad Company,
over the lines of which the sity gathers
in  aud sends forth wast  mmmbers
of people and thomsunds. wpen thoit-
gands of tons of freight each month
throurhout the year. Chinrtevad o April
1833, work waos begun on the roadl in 1818,
and the first train throngh between Phila-
delphin and Pottaville mads the journey in
Junuary, 1842, 1 which year the branch
from the Falls of Schnvlkiil to the great
conl wharves at Port Richmond was ulso
completed and put in operation. As all
Philadelphians are zware the, ohief busi-
ness of this mighty corperntion is the
transportation of coal from the first und
sioond anthracite coal figlds »f Pennsyle

| recsive it and bear it fway to every port

in the United Statex from the ninst east<

———e

&rn point of Muine to the distant harhprs
Z& ey

\l _:i_:_f}()rcgon and Puget's Soand.

srtistics are, as a rule, dry reading; but
when, ki3 the case with this _ginnt cor-
poratisg, they sA° 0 0 helght which
most gguns the imegination, ‘tey b
‘fasoinating and lose that dulness which.
Jess tromendons Rgures earry with them,
The main line of the Rending Rallroad
covers but nincly-eight miles, extending
from Philadelphia to Carbon, Pennsyl-
vanis, but with its branches and leased
lines it extends to very nearly 1690 miles,
and of tliese almost 1200 are laid with
steel rails. To handla the enormous busi-
ness which is iranseoled over this vast ex-
panse of iron readway, there ars close upon
s thousand lecomptives, 90D  passenger

| cars, 105 baggage cars, 13,000 freight cars,

and for the transportation of coal no les
huge a oumber that 43,000, which, with
the addition of the cars used exelusively
for the railway service, brings the totsl
up to within very few of 58,000 cars.

Dauring a single year the passcuger
trains ran 6,153,104 miles, and carried
23,031,000 passengers. The freighltraing,
londed with 7,200,000 tous of merchans
dize, ran 4,380,000 miles, and the 11,614,-
000 tons of coal which were transported
was moved on trains that covereid 4,027~
000 miles, a total engine service of nearly
‘92,000,000 miles, and a tolal fonnage
huuled (inclusive of about 2,500,000
tons of materials for the use “of the road,
and the estimated weight of passcugers)
of nearly 25,000,000 tons.

Vast na these figures ure, they are but
liliputian when compared with the story
wid by the accountant who was st W
work 1o compile the fignres since the road
gtaried, and whose report shows that sincs
Muy, 1838, the engiues of the road have
run 260,000,000 wiles, that almost 200,
000,000 pivssengers have been carried, and
100,000,000 tons of coal mived. In con-
elusion this gentleman tells s, ns 0 final
orusher, thul the number of tons hanled
one mile from the time the road started
until the present time, hua been just a
few pounds over filty-one Lillicn tons, &
total i sufficient size to satisty the most
ardent seeker of things that ara big. r

Austin Qorbin, a gentleman ol great
experience gs 8 milroad man, is uwow the
president of the corporation, and among
Ale prineipal officens utalioned ub Bhilns
delphia may be mentioned; A AL Mo-

| Leod, general manager; Albers Toster,

seeretary; W, A. Ohurch, (renswiery Ho
A. 0 Brien, solicitor; Charles M. Heald,
assistant to general mansgsr;.J. Lowrie
Bell, general fraffic mannger; T A, Swoi-
gard, geoeral superintendent, snd O G
Hancouk, general passenger agent, }
Dub however interesting the foregoing
wonderful showing of figures may—bsand’
no Philadelphian can lock on them with
any otlier feeling save thut of pride—the

aversge oitizen finds his deepest interest
in the reply to the question: Where will

From its terminus at Niuilh and Greea
strecia the Heading Road sends out ne
less than twenty-foar trains each day to
New York over what is known as the
Bound Brook ronte, snd the splendidly
equipped express trains, pousisting of tha
most ortistically designed and magnifi-
cently fitted-up conches drawn by huges
and powerful locomotives of the celebrated
“egmel-back™ pattern, make the run from
eity to eity through & eouniry lusbrous
with delightful landscapes in two hours

Of the many charming exeursions pos-
sible to be wmade over the lives of the
Resding, it would take eolumus to speak
in the detail which their attractions de-
servey but it needs bul a word to bring
| buck charming reeollections of their tripe

to those who have been so fortunate as to
U travel over its amooth eoud-bed to visit
the world-wide famous womders of the
Switcliback at Mauch Chunk, and the
thunderous  magnificence of Nisgara
Falls, Winding through the rugged
ssenery of lx?hm’hm'. exhnustless
store of weallh—the coal r _‘nw
affording guick knnspmﬁzf: 10 41,7
| historie old towns of Bethle =
lentown, the travelloresn view _
tiful expansy of the vaﬂhﬁ'
one of the gasden spots of Amorica, sad
find himself in a few hours at any of
s dozen famous, healh-giving vesorts
in the lovely valley of the Lebas
non. FEagle’s Mere, & new and v
populir point for people in search
of delicious air and relief from the sum-
mer drawbueks of a great city, is nok far
from the busiling little city of Willlnms-
port, in the northern part of this Stite,
and of the many slmost equally favored
gpots, not a few ean be found clustered in
the vicinity of Wernersville, not far be.
yond the old town of Reading. '

Nor is she sylvan scenery of these resorts

in the smiling valleya or the more rugged
views of those that are to be found awmid
the mowntains the only ones that the
ruils of the Dending lead to, for ils sear
shore line leads to Atlantie City's surfe
Inshed shore and to the famous and fashs
ionable Lakewood, hidden sway on the
sweet-scentod pine distriets of our sister
State acrossthe Delaware. Lakewood's
charms are songht by the most gristo-
ernlie of New Yorkers and Philadelphinns
generally in the winter months, when the
cold elimato of those eities canses delicate
pursons to sevk s softar wir, laden with
the fragrance of the pines, and rivalling
in its health-giving giilts the famous re-
sorts in the far-away ping woods of
Georgia, that are 50 sought after by peo-
ple from the norlh during the winter
months.
Thus it will be readily seen whut an
important factor in the wealth and pros-
perity of the eity and the Commonwealth
the Leading Railvond s, and how closely
ila inlerests ave allied to thoze of this
greal community,

.

s

Oue of the most Kupendons corporations
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2PAPERSREAD
BY HISTORIANS

Members of Wissahickon Valley
Society Hear Jos. S. Miles
and A. C. Chadwick

WILL FORM HIKING CLUB

With Stanley Hart Cauffman presid-
ing, the Wissahickon Valley Historleal
Soclety meet last Fridny evening, in
the Poet room of Hattal-Taylor Post, |
V. F W, at Lyeeum avenue and Pe-
chin streal. |
' Mr. Cauffman oponed the meet-/
ing by rveminding the members and |
fhelr frfends of two momentous dates |
of 4 historical nature, that fell in
Februaty: George Washington's Birth-
day and the anniversary of the sign-
ing of the treaty of peqace between |
Great Britain and the United States.

Pregident Cauffman then introduced
A. C. Chedwick, Jr., who read some of
lt.l'lB interesting history of the Lower
Wissahickon. The speaker . reviewed
civil, industrial and military evenis
which took plade ih the beautiful gorge |
from the time of Penn's survey up to
the present year.

Following this talk, Joseph 'S. Miles,
secretary of the Soclety, read a paper
entitled “The Fishing Company of the
Btate in Schuylkill"
gress proved of such unusuil interest
that we nre publishing it in full in
this issue. “The Lower Wissahicicon,”

a5 read by Mr Chadwick will appear _

at o later date.

With spring approgching, the Wissa- |

nleikon Valley historians hope to form
o hiking club, of men, wemen, boys
and girle. Boy Beouts are especially
invited to Joln in the hikes, Anyone
interested in the history, geological
formations, vegetntion and animal life
of the Wissahickon Valley and the sur-
rounding country, should send their

names and addresses to James K.

Helms, 180 Kalos street. The notice of

Mr, Miles' ad- |

the first hike will appear in the news
columns of the Rozborough News.

|
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THE SCHUYLKILL
FISHING COMPANY

Read by J. 8. Miles Belore the
Wissahickon Valley His-
torical Society

OLD CUSTOMS RELATED

Besides sheltering the “Hermits of
the Ridge” with which we aré &l
famillar, the Wissahickon entertained
that femous o1gammt1m1 the “Saliuyl-
kil Fighing Company,” from 1877 to
1887, at the mouth of the ereck in the |
house now occupted by the Philacdel-
phia Canoce Club. |

This anclent organization wns formed
in 1732. It still flourishes on the banlks !
of the Delnwars near Andalusino, Four
years hence it will celebrate lts 200th |

anniversary.

1ts longevity is worthy of more Lhmtr

the mere mention. It certainily must
have goné through periods when |It]

looked as though I must disband. Or-

ganizetions and Institutions of all |
kinds, business firms, even nations, go
through such perinds. During the ter- |
rible winter at Valley Porge the life’
of this natlon was hanging by o thread,

Many times during the Civil War i

locked Bs though the Union would

perish, but having survived both of
these ordeals and others, It 1s stronger
than ever.

Every man who has been in businoess
for any considerable length of time
will. tell you of times when he felt
that he could not possibly go any
further, and even ocmployees, who for
many years have been In the employ
of'the same firm will tell you of many
times they weye ready to throw up the
sponge, but who having crossed the lng
fre now resping the benafit, ’

Having survived two cenburies it cans
not stop now without disgrace falling
upon the members who permit It to
disband. It inust go on, .

‘There is a lesson therefore, for us to
learn individually and collectively, from
this time-honored orgaulzation in the
year that George Washington was born.,
‘Possibly its longevity !s duc to its ad-
mirable constitution and the rigld en-
Jorcement of {ts rules. Perhaps It s
due to the manner ln which Its mem-
bers are selected. It may have been
on account of tha very roason  for
wwhich it was formed. Thia rCason can
not be expressed Un better words than
one of its members. Col, A. Lowden
Boowden, in his address al Iia. 160th

*I{ the man in our country,” says he,

“writhout a legltimaie pureiiln or ems-
ployment—and who 5 t Ty I dan-
ger of having his Sotanic Majssty, find!

ved on probation for

eniployment for hig idlé head
hands—is to be commiserated, so i
nitust he be pitied, who is so nbsorbed
in the pursuit of money, honor or pow-
er, that be cannot pause ror a single
dnpy to refresh his better nature that
is' within; to call into being and cul-
tivate genercus mnd kindly Smpulses
and be enabled to forget in the Hman-
izing {nfluences of convivial enjoymount,
:lr:e trinlx and vexations of every-day

0.

“He llves wisets and best who unites
these two extremes in a happy man and
#0 Joins labor and pleasurs, that each
fortifies and supports the other. A life
g0 constituted must of nscessity be
well rounded, joyous and eomplete,

**Upon this plillosophical and rationsl
eppréciation of life, (ts nesds and its
obligetions, wns lald the foundation
of the “Colony on Bchuylkill” this day,
one hundred and ity years ago”

it was orgatiized under the name of
the "Colony in Schiuylkill It is the
oldest organization of its kind In the
world, Only one assoclution of its kind
approximates its age—the Beef Steal
Club, of London, which was formed In
1738 and passed out of exlstence in
1867, after o period of 182 years. It
was permitted to die; az Col, Snowden
phys, "to the lssting discredit of alll
Engand."

In 1748 i3 members buflt their!
“Court Houee" ss they called It, on
ihe west bank of the Bechuylkill, be-
tween the Girard avenue bridge and the:
Columbia rallroad bridge.

In 1781 # merged with *“Fort St.
David’s" anotlier fishing  company
which had its house st the Palls of
Bohuylkil,

In 1822 the fishing was spolled by the
bullding of Fairmount Dam and the
Company maoved its “Castle” or “Court
Tiouse" to Rambo's Rock. on the sast
gitle of the river below Fairmount Dam,
at Gray's Ferry.

This may hive seemed wise af the
time, But in later years as factories, one
Lfter another, were bullt below the
dam, they polluted the stream to such
an extent as to kill the fish and the

d company wished it hac nat left the
original site.

In 18%8 1t made overtures to the
Fairmount Park Comimission and suc-

ceedled In locating at the mouth ‘of the
Wissahlekon Creek.

' Here it stayed until its lease espired '
with the Park Commission'in ‘1B8T,

At the expiration of the leass, ef-
forts were made to buy a property of
ité own on the river along whieh it had
fished for almost 160 years, but finding
none, located on the Delaware, near
Andalusis, where it still holds forth,
proserving and perpetuating ‘lts :mmem.
customs and traditions.

It has shared its hospitable fare with
the most illustricus men of this and
other nations. One of. its custams is
for the members to prepare and serve
the food themselves. The mbmbushlp
is limited to tweaty-five. The ol
flcers consist of g Governor, -Sheriff,
cdrormr. Secretary and Trensurer, .nhd
five miémbers of the Assembly.

Ite membership 15 drawn from &
number of &p_pnmicss. who hm‘tw uﬁ-\




the duty of an npprentice to'do
ork, #io that by the time hila |
due, he 1s either Jound 10|
and true or else found walts
ing, in which cose he is rejeated.
Quoting from Col. S8nowden's pddress
sgain, he humorously says: ‘“There are
many things about its form of govern-
ment that are peculinr and unique, Its
membership is limited to ywenty-five
and all vacancics are filled from the
jist of apprentices. No appreitice can
be elected a member unless he has
‘served at least one fishing season. One
dlksenting volce disbars from member-
ghip and no one is elected @ \methber
nnless his conduct and gualities ns wn
apprentice approve him worthy of cit-
jeenship. An apprentice has none of
the privileges of o meniber, except 1o
pay his dues. Indead, ih-all respects,

‘thcre it a vast difference between a

the gis

member and an apprentioe; & wide gult
separates them, which the treasurer
| alone condescends to bildge tempors
"ﬂ-rﬂy.

“rhe apprentlee 18 at wli times eub-
| feal fo the otders of tho oitleens, He
ikt pot only perforin @l the Work
|g1veu Hlm, but must do 1t eheeriully.
|He is not permitied to take hls sear
&L thé table untd all the dighes have
been served and then only on the in-
| yitation of the Governor, upon whose
smiles the hopes of all apprentices
{hanz, He usually dines at o slde table
and generally standing.

*The Instructions given him ore of-
pten confusing, How well do I remem-
{ber with what profound thanks I re~
{geived the most contradictory instrucs
pHans In prepuring o dish and how
thankful I always was at the close of
& “Fishing Day," that my life and
reason were spared me.

“No man's wealth, birth nor attain-
ments exempts him from all the pénal-
ties that belong to our system of ap-
prenticeship. Indeed, it must be con=
fessed that the life of an apprentice
= not an easy one, It i8 cheeted by
the single hope that some day heé may
be a member and then be able to ¥e-
Jpay mupon Nis poor unoffending suc-
Leesmors oll the punishment and penal-
[ties that have fallen to hle own lot,
He looks forward to that blisatul pere
tod with alternate hope and fenr, Thie
digeipline and these trials through
whieh the apprentioe posses are wiaely
{intended to educate him, not only In
fthe art of cooking, bul to 0 hilm o
Iente'r 4 brothernood where equality
reigna supreme.”

!. Its annual busineas mecting ls on
lt!m 1st of March. On the first day of
May, the Fishing Days for ihe season
are appointed. These fnys occur every
two weeks. On such days the members
start out early in the morning and re- |
| furn with their cateh at noon. After
| a light lunch they rest. The afternaon
|18 spent in preparing snd cooking the |
|food for the feast.

| There are many rules end a fine forl
| every broken one. Any member falling
to pay his taxes and fines before the
following annual business meeting, or
otherwise offending the dignity and
bonor of the State might be expelled |
| with a two-third vote and If cxpelled
leonid never e recelved ayaln. S

Beeldes N&Ring on the stream, the
|woods i1l the old days aiforded good
|gunn1ug. in whith the members in-
dulged, thereby providing the festive
| pboard with game and fish.

The annual election was slways fol-
| lowed by & feast. The viands on such
| oceasions consisted of fish, fowl,
rounds of beef, barbecued pig and sir-
loln steoks, nccompanied by purich,
1{emonade, madiera, and a pipe of 1o-

baces: colgars in those days being an
unkpown luxury.

Thomas Streteh was the first Gover-
por. The grognd upon which they
built their Court House was leased
from William Warner, whom they
fondly ealled “Baron.” The rent was
three sun perch & year, payable cn the
| first day of June,

These three perch wera carried to his
| house upon the hill, with great pomp,
lon the famous Penn platter.

The following Is a receipt of the first
year's rént:

“gSehuylkill, June 1st, 1748,
| Bocelved of the Hon. Thomas Streteh,

By, und Company, ihree fresh  sun |
|pel‘ch. 14 full for one year’s rent of the
due|

Court House lot on Schuylkill,

this present month.

| Signed. WILLIAM WARNER"
In 1786 the venorahle Covernor

| Styetch departed this life av the age of

| three seore and ten, after a long u.ru'l]-
| prosperous administration of nearly 34|

| years.
fhe following year Samuel Morrls
‘was elected Governor. Samuel Morria

wis one of the 28 gentlemen, who as- |

soolated themselves in 1774, to form the
'First City Troop
Philadelphlia Troop of Light Horse,) He
sarved the first two years 88 u Becond
| Licutenant and the following ten years!
las Captain. He commanded the troop
in the battles of Trenton and Prince-
ton.

This gnllani troop still flourishes in
its armory on Twenty-third street,
above Chestnut, and sallies forth in
full regalin when an eminent person
arrives In town, to escorl him to hls
| destination,

The days are not yet over when the
fashing sword. the glittering uniforms,
the plumed hat and the sound of the
pugle make the blood tingle, remind-
ing us of the times when thia Inyal
{rood did yoernan service In defense of
our ecountry.
| On ite rolls are found the name ﬂfl
mmany members of the Schuylkill Fish~
lng Company. some of whom were eap~
talng,

\ In 1812 the beloved Governor died at

the age of T8 after having been n

member Tor 58 years and povernov for
48, The Company still drinks & stand.
ing toast Lo his memory at every feast.

The Revolutlon dispersed the mem-
bers of the little peaceful colony—
some to their country's council and
some to the tented field. They were
all patriots save two—Joseph Galloway
and Enoch Flower. Both of these meil

were attainted of treason and returned
to England.

Early in the 18th centwry an nssocle-
|tion was formed for the same purposé
[as the Fishing Company, calied. the
| “Boclety of Fort 8t Davids.” It was!
established st the Falls of Schuylkill.|

-

{then styled the l

| Davids  whre

ity Of 18 members were ‘Welshinen.
some of them of the Society of ﬁleﬁ.ﬂs.|

Thelr elib house stood on the enstern
end of a 'long roek which extended
almost aeress the stream forming the
| walls. When Falrmount Dam was built |
the falls were submerged. but some of |
| the rocks can still be seen poking their
| heads above the surface of the stréam.
It t5 left to the historian and chron-
| leler o tell us what is beneath. |

“No site™says s chronicler, “could
linve been better chosen for pleturesque
peauty and intevest or equal for ang-
ling on the meandering stream. |

“In those days, no place on the river
squaled the Falls for rock and perch
fishing end small blue catfish were|
taken in abundance by hand nets, dip- |
ped in tho eddies of the sfream or mn!
clreular water worn cavities of the tide-
deserted rocks." '

Of the oattish, Oharles V. Hagner,
lin hie “Barly History of the Falls of
Hohuylkill" says: “They were a mi-
grating fish and came Irom the sea
anpually in large numbers, s0 pumer-
ous—I liave seen it myself—as to black-
en fhe nortow possage of the river.
They were perfectly black on the back
and white on the belly and were re-
| markably fine eating." !

Of the Falls, Mr. Hagner says: “This
long rocik. I remember well and have
often when' a boy, fished from t. It
extender from the foot of the hill 1o
ubout two-thirds the distance across
the piver. forming a complete natural
dogsd, & padt of 16 overhanging on the

lower slad.. in higa freshets ths water
flowed over It and made a heautiiul
cascade: ot other times it forced the
river into a narrow chanzel on the
| western side, thraugh which it ran with
great rapidity, and much nolse, faliing
[rome five or % feet in the distance
| of about o hundred and fTty yards ana
could e heard aloa distancee of from
ohe to five miles, aecording to the state
of the river and tiie wind.”

Of the water-worn eavitles in the |
|rock‘ Mr. Hogner says there were six)
|

large depregalons. One lgoked like the
tmpresatony of the heel of a huge foot, |
nnd the other five like the lmpressions
of the toep of the same huge foot,
So they oslled it the “Devil's Foot,"

“When the tide was out' says an-
| other ehivongiler, “the roaring of the
[turbulent water precipitated over the
continuouy dnd rugged chain of rocks,
extending from shore to. shore, was
heard on still evenings many miles
over the surrounding country and was
often borne ot the wings of the wind
with distinctness to the city, a meas-!
ured distance of five miles,

During the occupation of Philadel-

phin by the British, the Hessians who
| were stationed close by, along School
|Houn iane, destroyed the house of Fort
| St Davids.
After the Revolution it was rebuilt
| only to be destroved a short time later
by fire, at which time it merged with
the “Sehuylkill Fishing Company" and
from then on they puraued their fayor-
ite amusement together.

Among the members of Fort St.
John Dickinson and
Thomas Mifftin, The former, suthor of
te fwmous “Farmer's: Letters” which




the |
of

| wein (nUenial o precipitating
Revolution; the latter Governor
Pennsylvania in 1788,

Among the members of the Schuyl-
#ill Fishing Compiny pealdes Samuel |
Morrig, we find the names of James

Logan , Samucl wharton, Thomas
wWharton, Anthony  Mortis, Willigm
Bradford and Tench Francis, all per-

sone who weré famous in early Phila-
delphiz and Pennsylvania history.
Among 118 honorary members Wwere
Lafavette, Judge Peters and Ben Tilgh-
man. |

To give an idea of the flshing in the |
schuylkill in the old days it is record- |
ed in 1780 that Benjamin Scull caught
@ trout “which he this day took in
| 2ehuylklll, that measuted fifteen inch-

On October 5 1731 the rocord says,
wBe it remembered that on the 15th of
September last, & sturgeon of four feet
|in length teapéd aboard one of the
vessels belonging to the {leel, while she
lay ot her moorings, opposite the castle
which the compruy, then present, made
|8 delictous repost,”’
| 1n 1812 it 18 reported that frequently
|five or sig of the members returnec

| with thirty to seventy dozen. choice
| white perch.

On Septemher 12, 1704,
| Buron Wotner passed on, lamented by
| nis nssocinted friehds, at the Custle,
| 1810 iy farm, including the acre |

of ground occupled by the Flshing

| company, was
| Rundle, who named the estate “Eogles- l
field.”

Mr. Rundle proved to be aa amiable,

{f possible, as Baron Warmner and bhe|

the worthy

was thereupon elected o member and  |drunk st

dubbed “Baron of the Soil."

Baron Rundle reduced the rent from
sithree sun perch o year' to “gne white
perch.” The rent was paid with punct-
uality, on the 1st day of June each’
year. A special commlittee, appointed
for the purpose carrled It on one of
the large Penn platters to the mansion
Louse, whete 1L 'was formally delivercd
and @ receipt obteined, whereupon the
committee were hnvited into the house
and served refreshinents.

At one of the banguets in Maréh, it
is. recorded that quantitios of white
perehl were served, exhibiting indica-
tlops, of having been 100 long out of
the water, Upon Investigation by the |
Giovernor he ordered them comdemued
by the Coroner.

1o recount the menus at the various
feats nnd bangquets would take too
long and would taptalize our palates.
| At ench of them however, i it 1 per-
mitted to moentlon, Wil gerved their
favorite punch, which they fondly call-
ed “Governor,’ Now we are not going
[%o tell of what “"Goyernor” was made.
| Suffice to say, it was not grape julce.
| As before stated fn 1822 they moved
from “Eaglesfieid,” whersupon the
Baronial title and dignity of Richard
Rundio expired and they settled at
Rambo's Rock, below Fajrmount Dam,
taking their castle with them.

Here they were required to poay @
casl rental of $50 4 year, and the namo
was changed to “State tn Schuylkill."

May 1, 1865,

pought by Richard man's

per, the Ceneral expressed a desire to
|do his duty as a member, whercupon
he was invested with an apron and put
to work turning the beefsteaks on the
Igridlron.

At one of their feasts in 1826, o
drum fish, being highly recommended,
was prepared and served In lobster
sivle, After the combined efforts of
the party it was abandoned as being
unsavery to epicurean taste and dif-

| eult o masculate, Literally speaking It |

was as tough as a drum head.
In 1834 the Company purchased five

jacres of ‘the adjoining property called

Millmont and moved the castle to it,
thus for the first time they dwelt on
their own property and were barons
of their own soil.

The record of fish caught in 1854
gchowed plainly the growing acarcity.
Where from 100 10 150 dazen heing ro-
corded for @ seneon's catell, it Was now
redueed to 27 dozen.

On the isth of February, 1888, the
Compray gave o Valenuna Party, Chav-
srnct Adatns snd H-Governior Harmon
drove o and from the party oo i
river, in o sieigh, on af inenes ol 10e,

AT the Octoher mesiing, 1803, they
pagsed resolittions gupporting the Gov-
erpntent through the Clvil War one
of the Fishing Doys wos omitted thie
| eason, out of respect to the memory
|of one of their members, Brig. Cen.
| Henry Bohler, U. 8. A, killed at Free-
Ford, August 22, 1882,

in ‘65 a resolution was passed to add
the name of Abraham Lincoln to those
of Cieorge Washington and Governot
Morris for whom tonsts were to be
feasts on Flshing Duys.

By '86 fishing below the dam had
| heoome & thing of the past on account
of the pollution of
they stocked the Schuylkill sl Belmont
| withh 120 black bass, ¥
| In 8 Dr - William Camue, who nt
| that time lived st Woodvale, Wiassa-
nickon, was elected Governof.

In "7 & committes wnich hat bheen
gppointed to find 4 new location re-
ported they had found a suitable place
at the mouth of the Wissahickon and
had made overtures 1o the Park Com-
mlssioners for possession.

The following yesr o lease, waf ol-
{tained and preparations macle to alter
and repair the combined dwelling Liouse
and stable that stootl on thi property.
1t was reported that a mill race, ex-
ténding the lengih ol the property
would have to be filled, = fire place
bullt, and s fence along the westeri
boundary built, 10 vexelude  visliors
from the muech frequented tavern -
| medintely adjagent.” This “much ire-
iquentm tavern” many ol us will res
member as “Riverside Mansion.'”

All this and more having been dotie,
formal transfer was made and the fire
lighted to caok the first fenst on June
@2, 1877

The following is the proclamntion of
Covernor Camac at this meeting:

“aAs Governor of the State in Schuyl-

i - - -

t.i:i.l and by suthorisy in me invested
p} ‘the Constitution, T now solamly
Mdeslure that! this new giaund, hence-

|

the water &0 in "70/

§s, memorable as their forih shall be known as “the Colony of

| having entertained Genedal Lafayeite. the State In Schuylkill” and hde by |

\!gm\y_mg pesn made an honorary mem-

| this got become puri and parcel of our

[prate MU CHEt fn Gi intenta & Plif-
| poseh It 18 Grd and the same with Gt
|Andtent  Commenwealth, in sali 164
lands., < Mmessugges,  hersdiiainmonia,
i\'.‘a!_wi and water cotirses; and that our
citlzens will observe here the aneclent
4ws ind customs that have for so many
!years bound us together in the tlies of
protherhbod I our old State.

“Clod eave the Commonwealth

ugoven under our hand and sedl this
2and day of June in the yesr of Our
Lord, 1877, and of the Caimmonwealth
tho 146th

Bigned W. CAMAC,
Governare.”

The Company thrived at this loca-
{ion, the records disclosing expressions
of great satisfootion at the place,

The PFisking Dey on September 21,
1881, was omitted out of respect for
the memory of President James A, Goar-
feld, who had died the previous day,
at the hand of an assasin.

strows show which way the wing
Blows, so do such  sesmingly gmall
gotiong and observations indieate the
tritense loyalty of this respected com-
pany.

As the 160th anniversary approached,
| preparations were mute for its eelebra-
{ tion of May !, 1883, The Presigent of
the Uniterd States and his Cabinet; ttm

| Governor and Chief Justice of Pennsyl-
vanlg, the Judges of ihe W, 8. Distriet
| Court and other men ol note were in-
| wited.

The night before the annlversary a
ploud of disappolntument appesred N
the sky when o telegrain wous received
from the President and his Cahinet,
gtating thit hnportani official business
woulg prevent their attending.

However, Govenor Henry M. Hoyt,
kMiayor Samuel G. King, Judge William
Butler and other diztingulshed men
were there and @ royal time they had.

It was at this fenst that Citlzen A.
Lowden Bnowden, produced the address

l1’1--‘.:1'1\ which guotations hiave been made,

entire nddress, sufiice to say, that it was
Tims will not permit o recifal of thia
A magterpiece of wit, humor, wisdom
and patriotism.
| with no reason recorded Sor a
ichnnge, o committes was appointed in
1880 to ook for a place mlong the
gohiyikill which the Company lght
by fef f permanent location.

‘The cesumption s that the lease at

|

,

the mouth of the Wissahlckon was for
ten years, and ae i expired in 1887 the
Company was cdesirous of having o
| place of its own.

They were ankious not to leave the
Schuylkill, en whose shores they had
awelt for o century and o half, but be-
ing unable to find one were compelled
to look elsewhere.

Fipally one was found, os previously
stated, nt Andslusia an the Delaware to
which they repaired on October 29,
1887,

The original Castle which had been
bullt on Baren Warner's farm and had
Leen removed to Rambo's Rock and
Millmont, was removed to its new 1o
eatlon at Andalusia,

Here this venerable and time-honored )
organization holds forth as in days of .1

yore, continuing (o obserye its ancient |

/




Jaws and customsa.

May It live for many years to m‘
and may the example set by It be an |
{nspiration for loyalty and patriotism
"o us and to all those who come un—L
der its influence.
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HISTORIAN TELLS

OF WISSAHICKON

Text of Paper Read Before!
Wissahickon Valley His-
torical Soeiety

ON LOWER WISSAHICKON,

Prepared #ng resd to the memu'ers|
of the Wissahickor Historical Soclety, |
February 24, 1028, i

© By, A, C. Chadwick, Jr.

Historians have, as yet, been unahle |
to disclose the name of the first white |
discoverer of the Wissahickon, which
fiows fhrough what Boedeker has so
‘appropriately temned o miniatuve. Al- |
pine gorge” It {5 Guile postible t;mt'!
It was visited by some lnqu.l_ulm*_n;
‘Bwede of the 17th century; perliaps
Ly Peter Lindestrom, who when he
was twenty-two years of age. obtalned
permission to visit America to -collect
@il the information that he could con- |

| cerning the land of New Sweden on the

Delgware river, !
‘Lindestrom explored both banks of
the Delnware, from Trenton Falls to

| wie Capes, and entered Into every lit-

tle stream that flowed into the rlvarj
and its tributaries, making soundings |
and charting courses for coming navi-|
uators and noling the possibilitles for
agricultural and commercial develop-
ment. It Is an established fact that!
the Swedish ploneer reported fhat t,hci

| land along the Schuwlkill river, In the

vielnity of the mouth of the Wis- |
swhickon, was very fine, and “ocou- |
pied by the most lnteuM_nmu."l

There were  comparatively ‘i.'ev_s'1
Swodes hére, at .the time, but thst|
there was nn abundaned of Nature's
gifts for their comfort and susteén-|
-anee wos set forth by Lindestrom when
I'his reports were sent home.

The rocky formation which prevent-!
¢d  commercial navignton e the|

stream also cost forbidding :lnnces
o dig- |
|

[from Its precipitolis banks &
couriged psdomic exploration.

The first white mien, of fevord, to |

mastor the Wissashickon wvalley were
those

" ¥
| Hain Peiln,

hardy men, more than likely, oame
inta the valley from its Germantown

i -

made the: survey 'for Wil- |
In 1681 and 1682, ‘These |

Hobert surner, wno neld them  for’
speculation and eventually sold por- |
llons of their grants fo the settlers
who came later. It takes no vivid im-
agination to picture thede early stir- '
veyors battling thelr Wway through the
laurel bushés and other dense under-
brush to open 8 way to the Schuy!
kil Rlver. .

The waters close to' the mouth of
the streatn wetre very ngturally ex-
ploited by the early Swedes and by
members of Penn's Colony, who fol-
lowed them, : f

Thraugh one of the Quaker colon-
lste, John Whitpain, who settled fay-
ther up the Wissahiigkon, (n Mont-
gomery county, the little river almost
lost its Indian sppellation, for In
Holies' mup and old ‘deeds, dafed 1600,
the stream was written “Whitpain's
Creek." Lovers of the régioh however,
fought strenuously and successtully
for the preservation of the more ro-
mantic ‘name, which has become
known throughout the world. Wissa-
hickon it Is sald, is derived from the
blending of two words, that snre U=
‘posed 1o have been used viriously by
the Lennl-Lenspe Indians; “Wisavck-
slckan' meaning vellow colored streafi
sned "Wlun_.mtgl]::ﬁ” or catflsh dreek,

The ‘Schuylkill provided tHe early
teans of access to thé Wisihhickon re-
glon, for no road was Ink _out until
1706. This, the Ridge rofid, was 're-t
huillt in 1718 dand ngain tn 1786, In |
1811 it was again Impréovéd and opened
A8 a turnpike. Various private lnnes
were iised to reach the Wissahickon
mills. In 1826, the road which follows
the creek was constructefl from ﬁl‘ﬂ&
avenue to the Rittehhonse mill. From
thme to time the road was extended
until in 1856 it was completed from
the mouth of the ereék to the Moni-
gomery County lime. The Wissahickon
Turnpike Company owned the rond
nnd collected toll, UNtil Wth ‘the rest
of the valley it Became fi part 8F Faie-
mount Park'in 1869, ' o

The enrllest imdubtrinl plants to util-
ize the power of the creck were two,
One known at different timoes as “The
Bolting MUL" “the Roxborough Mill,”
‘The Wissahickon MUL" and. Snally
“The Robeson Mill," und the other the.
famliir Rittenhouse mill, which was
located farther up the stresm, An old
deed. recorded in 1686, stafed that
John Townsend, a millwright, #nd
Robert Turner became the owners of
three and one half acres of land) close
to the mouth of the creek. This, on
July 1L, 1681, together with “the
house, saw knd grist mill, theron” they
B0l to Andrew Robeson. ‘Therefore |
the lower mil wis bullt ‘soms time |
Within the five years which clapsed hp- |
fween 1686 and 1691. The upper mill,
thitt of Rittenhouse, s supposed to |
hiave been erected In 1690, but some
historiang advance the date 1688. And
50 it is still a maot question- as ‘

Which of the plants came into exigt-
enoe fomy. 1 \
Andrew Robeson subsequently se-
gmrec: about 500 acres of land, in |
e viclnity, becoming the owner of |
truct known as :su1 niich QM. w&*ﬁ
extended from | the Schuylkill river to.

“bridge,

what is now Wissalilekon avenue, and
from School House lane on the sotith-
enslo tor o boundary i short distance
northwest of the creek. A greit part
of Robeson’s old holding 1§ wow in-
eluded in hg property ﬁ:xd'er_don-’trbll
of the Park Commisslon, |

The walls of the bullding, now o part
of Barnets Gurden, which is located at
the Junction of Ridge nvenue and the
Wissahickon Drive; mre the drighial |
ones which Andrew Robeson Built forJ
his home in the early parf of the 18th
century. ‘The form of tie old hip root
which was orlginally shingled, can suill |
be seen, bul the recently added por-
chies and other enclosurés concéal the
beputy of outline which the striicture
cnee possessed, ]

At one time the Robeson MIll eame
under the ownership of Jagn Vain-
deren, for (b 15 known that at the
time when the Colonists were sirug=
gling for fthelr freedom, he operated
the establishment. In old writings It
Is somelimes spoken as Vandeering's
Mill. And incidentally; the nawe of
Robeson is often Incotrectly enlled
Itahinsnn oy Robertson

The mull, hoWwever, came baek into

the Robeson family when (n 1788,

Peler and JonAthan Robesou purehas-
ed It from Vandaren,

Jonathan Robeson was the last of
the family to oecupy the old dwelling
bestde the mill. He was succeeded by
Jonathan Moote, a relative, wha in
1864 sold the property to James Dob-
son, who hod the house remodeled and
dwelt in it uantll he erected his man-
slon at the Fallg, Shortly after obtais-
ing possession the Dobsons buillt a new
mill, on the site of the original Robgs-
on Mill, which stood [ the middle of
the present Wlissahlckon Drive, The
Dobson Mill with the original wooden
raflropd Dbridge was destroyed by rire
in 18a4,

The old dwelllng housn subgacuently
belonged to Wililam Lowa, who con-
verted it fnto a hotel, which he call-
ed “Highbridge” after the bridge close
By. It was vacant for two years be-
fore its present owner, H. M. Burnet,
came into possession.

It might be well to fnsert here u
Httle note concerning the Reilrpad
bridge which forms an aporopiriate
gate to the Wissshickon, A wooden
whieh was butlt by Jumes
Steel, in 1834, first curcied “he horse-

(drawn tralns of the Philadaipbin, Gey-

mantown and Norristown  Raoilroad
across the ravine. The first steam
cagine crossed this structure In 18356,
The fire of 1864, which destroyed (he
cld bridge, made it necessary to cou-
struct the present beautiful series of
arches, The bridge is 4892 fest long
witly five arches that support the rail- |
road tracks T0 feet sbove the water,
‘Within the memory of most of my
listeners, there once stood, where the
American Bridge Compnny now has its
buseball field, a roadside hotel known
as “Riverside,” The building with its
many outhouses was once the stately
mansion of the Robeson’s, who erectod
1t sometime during the 18th centuty.
1t wes a private residence as lut: as




1850, When It was Goouplett By Witliam | i_ssg.ng_:ria's:'{-t.h-elnrrg"im.l property having
Mintzer, ‘heen reduced by half) of which thirty
A narrow stohe bridge gave access only are covered with woods. The 1and
to the property. It had a narrow apen | I8 on. the whole, of inferlor guallty in
and polited walls, to keep the travelor  this district. There is but little wheat
from failing into the creek, BSome- cultivated here, the common grain be-
times it became damaged by the rise ing maize, called here in America, In-
of the water in the stream, and once , dian corn; dlso some rye and onts."
or twice was nearly washed away. The In other paragrapks, the Duke cons
old ditm under the rallroad bridge, over tinues: “He appears to me more skill«
which the water splashed 1n wild con- ful s a miller. His mill which is said
fusion, formetl n log-storage pond for to be the first bullt in America, 1s
a snw mill which stgod at the con- worked by a rivulet called Wissahickon,
duence of the Wissahickon creck and | which turng twenty-five other mills
the Scéhuylkill river, on the norvhwest pbefore it reaches Roberison’s. It has
bank of the ctetk. On the other side  three separate water courses and three
of the turnpike were a wheelwright | soparate mills, two of which are for
and higcksmith shop, which have been the manufactory. as they call it. and
recenitly torn down to make way for 4| One for tlie public, The latter grinds
mosdern automoblle service station. all the corn which is brought thither,
The Robeson saw mill, Amos Jonks' without the least alteration of the
rolling mill, the State in Bchuyliill milistones in its passage from Lhe grain
Fishing Olub and the Philadelphia | to the flour, which naturally renders
‘Canoe Ciub have ull usetl the eold the medl very indifferent, The miiler's
[bullaing which is known as Colony dig 1g one-fenth. according to the law
COngtle, at the mouth of the creek. It of the land. Robertson does not grind
was  the _ﬁfﬂf' it nall factory In any Inding corn on hisg own aoccount,
| Nivericw, and with all the other old DO ‘has he any kiln to dry it Meul
{mills was operated by witer power, In  from this corn is nol bad if speedily
1869 the city purchased it and added | used, but it is not for being kepl long,
[the ground and building to the Fatr- and yields but Htile,
' mount Park property. HPhe corn is hrought thither In
| Buy to get back to the original wagons and the cranes fnatead of trm-
| Robeson Grisy mill. In 1788, when ing it out of the vessel, lift 1t up from
the property lhd come bnck into the the wagons into thie granary, which is
Robeson family, Peter Robeson enter- very small &nd the corn lles In henps,
tained the Duke de la Rocheufoucall, the seyeral rooms being low, dark ond
\Llenomn'l. s PFremchman who visited , dirty. ~Robersion grinds yearly 45.000
| this reglon aud subsequently recorded | to 50,000 bushels of corn, which he
{his obscrvations \h book form. This | Procures from Virginie and New York,
lgéntiémm‘: narrative pictures living and some 15 even brought from the
conditions and farmipg andsbusiness |UPRE parts of Pennsylvania. There
{methods of the late 18th century. | are, however. so many mills along the
Ohc 6f the Dike's notations reads: |Schuylkill that he recelyes but little
\“Op the 30th of April, 1795, Caleh  fFom {hat part of the country, The
| Downes and myself set out on horse- ]me_l from the other side of the hay
‘back from Philidelpliia, through Ridge comes by Philadelphis, from which 1t
roud, on our way to Norristown, This
ronth 1ike all olher ronds In Pennsylva-
nig, s very bad, for provision is
blruught to thnt oty from all parts,
on large and heavily Inden wugons. The
conutanl pnssing of these wagons de-
stroys the roads, especially near the ‘
fown, when several of them mect,
Ridge road i almost impassable. Two
miflés from the city Ridge roud !nter-
geete the intremchments which the
British constructed during the ingt war
for the purpose of covering Philudel-
I'phle, dfter they had penetrated Penn-
Isylyania through the Ohesapeake. The
vemunlith of these works ave still visible,
but the presence of the English 1s more |
;t:ﬁns_iy tg;tﬂ'led by the ruins of many ' |sjothes, ete.”
hwm:’;‘;“ ot d‘::im c‘;;g;ﬂ?;“ﬁ:ﬁfﬁ | As the tefritory became sebtled the
miefits to that Inveternte animosity mills increased and by 1770 there were
with which the war wes earricd on. sight In existence along the Wissahlck-
[T whole road from Philadelphic to on. By 1793 the number had trebled.
Roxborough is full of granite and cov-  As statéd before the griin was brought |

|t brought to the mill which 12

o br large
|enovigh  to. confain aboht

{10000 |
I pushelts. Six horses are cohstantly em-
| ploved in earrying the meal to Phiflae
delphia anid pringing back corn in ve-
rarn. The journey is often performetl
twice cach day, g 30
“rThe water of the Wissahlekon I8
| never frogen, mor does the mill cense
working exeept i1 Il.]-m ubmost necessity.
Mr. Rokertsoh emiploys aboul the bl
| | five men, thrée of whom hu pays. He |
glves $100 to the first and B0 to each |
of the other two, The resy are appren-

!tlcés Who reeaive 'nothing but victuats, |

|ered with n sort of mica, which Is re- from all séctlpns of the surrounding |
duclble to the linest dust. counitry. The miliers Nad warenouses |

“waAbout half & mile from Mr, Nichol- along the Schuylkill whers Erald was
son’s buildings, (which were ai the utiloaded from bodts and Stored until

[ Falls), ou the banks of the Schuylkill,
‘15 the house of one Robertson, where
(we, intended to gtop. Robertson.
| @uaker, and brothier of Caleb Downe’s
| wife, s o milier and fwmer on his
| awii acvount. He possceses an estate of

it was needsd.

A large part ot 14E uafle of UEsw
mills cansisten of shiptoeuis oo wheat,
rye and corn, cnroutle to the Wiasi-
‘hickon Mills nnd it hed béen recovded

thif at thmes the long Tine ol WG
on Ridge Ropd extended for mare than
hnlf & mile. ]
"~ We can readily picture the foenes of
mirth and exciternent that prevailed
when the farmers and teamsters ar-
rived with their load at the Robeson
and other Wissahigkon Miils.

In addition to griSt*Rid Papermils,
there were otif®r parsiylst 1eniE A m
the creek, in which was m‘r:r:!:mfe,ctured,
at different times, powder, itnseed oll,
varn, and cotton goods. One of thése
was @ grist mill which stood at the
foot of Gypsy Lane. The mill was es-
tablished by Nicholas Rittenhouse and
Matthise Hogemosd, about 1746. Mar-
tin Rittenhouse and John Vandaren
Wwere later owners. f

Anc her wes the Greenwood Mill, &
yarn factory, which was located far-
ther up the cresk, heross from Lover's
Leap. The manulacturor’s namestead
was closé by and the Inmous Gresn-
wood Boya were born aud rolsed herss
Thay beeame expert fighermen &rd
boatimen from liviug so close to the
Wissahickon, where they spént o preat
deal of time L outdoor sperts. The
old mill was burned down In 1872, but
some of the riins may still be seen
up on the hills Kbove the ercek,

fdward H, Ammidown's blaglket mill
was quile an extenrive one, nod fur-
nished employment for o lsyge pum-
ber of people. During the Tivil War
biankets were muade for the Union
Army in huge guantities, Lincoln
Drive covera the site of these ‘almost |
forgotten mills, The land in this dec-
tlon came into the Park's -possession |
n the 70'. 24

Wissahlekon Hall,' st the end of
Ciypsy Lane, which s now usad @8 4
Park Guard steiion is the only one of
the severzl hotels that formexly Etood!
on the Lower Wissahickon. The
Maples Springs Holel was erected In
the frsy cleared space emst of GYPSY.
Lane on the Drive side of the cicek,
shiortly efter the Civil Wer, by Harry
voung, The ground in back of the site |
of this old roudhouse, is now Enown
o Park cmiployes af '"'Tlie Everglades |
on tcoount of the extramziy dense

yarctption. The timber thet wegdt fnto
the bullding | of  toe Majphes Spri_n_'g’s;

Rotel was taken from the Guriet If;‘ﬂ-‘
pital, which stood on the Town Tall

grounds in  Germantown. Joseph,
Smith, & oné-time proprietor of the
iun, was nickpamed “Rooty™ Smith,

This name he scguired from Bl fad
of collecting queer-stiapad laurel roots,
Witleh he fastened iuta unigue représ-
entations of anunals and wtnsy slb-
jeots. Smith became an adept in this
Iine and (he porches of the oid “hotel
wore decorated with speciments of his.
mt, and attrected visitors from great
distances, Wwho came to gee his curlos
apd to partake of the catfsh and
waflle dinners which were the epl-
curpan vogue of the day. L

i A little farther alonw, where ithe
Willnm - Leonidas Springs Memorial
gtands, wes the famous oid “Log |
Cahin' The crounds once belonged |
o Nicholas Riftentouse, 8r., of i Rex-
borough. Five Riticnhouse hoys, Mar-|
in, - Jumes; Nicholgs Jr., Charies ang

il
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i n cousln, WiHllam  Tms

atdh 1t the cabin, It wad orig-
indlia firgended as headguarters of &
pp_ al o elaly, whon i 1840 witlitn

Henry Harrizon was running for Presi- |
denz,) In after yeurs the old ¢abin was
enlarged and became & populiy resort |
for plenie and bosting parties. 1t was |
conducted by Thomas Lewellyn, The
proprietor owned two or tliree thme
bears and several monkeys, which ser-
yed to attract people o his estiblish-
ment. This small collevtion of #ni-
mals; it Is said, was the Toreruniier of
our present Zoological Gardens.

*“The Hermitege,” a resort establ ished
in: 1844, by *‘Pop” Bengon, on the
northwest side of the creck nt the
foot of Hermit Lane, was one of (he
most popular plenie places ulong the
stream. It was reached by u frame
truss bridge. : i

It Is not genernlly known that Béi- |
Jomin Franklin onee suggestetl that
ithe Wissahlckon was o logical place
for Philadeiphis to obtain its water
supply. In his will he lefv 4 legaey
to aid young mechanlvs, directing that,
the recumulation of interest upon i
‘Dequest, tn 100 years, be used Lo "pro- |
wide the clty with Wissahlokon water. |
Thig same object was one of the rea-
gohis for the Act of Leglsleture, of
1867, which mude the Wissahickon
Valley a part of Falrmount Pavk. But
we are still drinking from thie Seruyl- |
kil |

In reforence 1o the Legislativd Ach
of 1867, which authoriged the ' Pk
Commissioners 1o scquire the Wissa- |
‘hickon region, it stipulated that the |
commisston was to appropriste the
shore on both sides of the creek from |
jts mouth to Paul's Mill road, the|
boundaries to follow the cregts of the
hejghts ot such distance from  the|
strenm 4s_to Insyrc the preservation
of the heauty of scenery. In 1880 the|
Park Commission compiied with the
provisions of the sct. Al
" The width of the Park terrifory
“glong the Wissahicken sverages ‘800
to 600 feet. At its narrowest pomnt it
19 but 300 feet while cleewhere ‘It 15|
maore than 3000 feet wide, bix miles
of the ereek are in the. Perk, .- b
| And now let us turn our thoughts
1o things mililary, At the s of I““
Battle of Clermuntown, the mald hody
lor the Brtish Army wed locsied 1R
tha eontre of bur neighborlfg coms

sunity, with its lett wing crtendivg
from  Market Sguare, slong Hohanl
House lane, to the bluifs overipoking
the Wisgahickon, near Ridge road:
Lieutenant General Baron Wilhelm
yon Enyphausen, in commund of the
Hessiens, had charge of this wing, At
tbe extreme left of the wing, near
Bohesow's Mill, were three bitthilons
of the Britishu Aliles, under Livutenant
‘Colonel Luawiz J. Adoiph von Wurmb.
. In planning his attock on e Brit-
ieh, Weashington Inutvucted Geperal
Jobn Armstrong to march from  the
Amerlean army's Skippack camp, down
Ridge roud to enguge the Hessient 'on
Ahie lower Wissahickon, -

" The bropze tablet, erccted by the
'Pennsylvania Socisty of the Gons of
ghe Revolution, at the Great Bend of

‘the Wissahlckon hus been stticked as
(Eelitiling the purt pluyed by Anmstrong

| and Big men, with the JollowinglBis|

L seription: |

“Om the toorning of the Battle of|
Coermantown,  Ontober. & IT77-the

Sy STV EResSai
PePnnsylvania Militis, under General
|dohn Armstrong,, cccupyng the figh
ground en the west side of the creek,
opposite this poiits, engaged in o #idr-
wmish, the lefc wing of the British )
forces, in command of Lieutenant Gen- '
eral Enyphousen, wWio oceiipled \ne
high ground on thie eakt #idep, alGHg
Sehool House Inne™

General P, V. Greene, o a volumd
goncerning the Revolutionary War,
| says, "I that 15 all the Pennsylvania
Milltin did, they fell very far short of
their orders and wasted thelr ‘amuni-
tion, With the ‘firelocks’ of that day,
firing from the high ground on one
slde of the Wissahickon to the high
ground on the other side would have
been nabout —as efiective 88 making
inces,

"Wea have two.accounts of what the
militin actually did—one the report of
‘their commander, and the other, by
|Captain Ewald, of the Hessian forces,
{ whom the Pennsylvenians encountered,
Lrhe orders of Armstrong's men were
| to march down the Ridge road, and
leross the Wissahickon creck at the
| head of John Vandeering's mill dam,
to attack thefr left "wing.
| uEwald says thet the alarm of Waeh-
ington's approach having heen glven,
a battalion of the Germosn Jagers, Was
|ywurried to the brigde over the Widsa-
| hickon, snd he contimues; “The Jager
rcorpsmatmkedbymoomwlm
| four 6-pounders. So the corps Wwas
forced to leave the bridge, but took
| position on the hill cpposite and de-
fended this post with its rifles pgalnst
' the repeated atfomptas of the enemy
| to force ft. fhe enemy’s four cannon
| played constantly on the Jagers, while
lour 3-pounders could not Teach the
(enemy. Meanwhile ‘the fring became
general and very strong on the right
wing; untll sbout ning o'clock, when
Lieutenant Geueral Enyphausen gent
us word that the enemy's left wing
wis beaten.  Hersupon, Liewtenant
Colonel Von Wurmb sttacked the
bridge again, and drove the enemy
both from there and from thelopposite
helghth, under a heavy fire, As ‘the
attack had to be made through o long
defile, the enemy had time o retire!

“rhua 16 appears from the Hesalan
account thet the Pennsylvania Militia
did not stop o mile or so above the
pridge ond fire thelr muskets &ofoss
the ravine, but resched the bridge,

and drove the Jagers from if, who
enly numbered 300, according o
Ewsald, gnd held the bridge for severil
fhours, during which they made Te-
peeted efforts W drive them from tie
high ground on the east side, and did
not retire until the Americans gave

way along the Germantown road. Arms
S.TONE siys his men were the last to
lenve the fleld. Instead of 4000 of
theny, as Ewsld sags, there wWoee aRouy
1500, ond insted of four Seld pleces.

battallan  of  Jeger from  opeialing
aguinat the roin  poro of the Amer-
e Army, aod they ntayed ot thd
pridge us long @ It was any s Tor
semm 16 tay, and they deserve some-
| thing better than the bronze tablet
that seems 1o havé been erected 1o
commemorate their lncompetence and
| the futility of their part of the battle.” |
| in a letter which he wrote to
| Thomas Wharton, president of the 3u-
| pretne  Couneli of Pennsvivania, on
\ Dctobier &5, 1777, which was the day
|after the battle, Armsirony, detalled |
the actions of his troops.

He wrote that his men did not ar-
'rive st the Wissahickon until efter
lma main part of the Continental Army
‘had ronched Germantown, The heavy
[fog nnd the mistake of spending too
'much time attempting to dislodge &
small foree of the enemy from the
| Ohew House, are the reasons glven by
| Armstrong for the loss of the battle,
Of the Wissahickon part of the nffair
[he stateds )
| “My destiny was sgulnst the various |
|porps ol Cermans encamped ot Mr.
| Vandurings or near the Falls, Their
| Light Horse discovered owur approach
[ little before sunrise; we cannonaded
{from the helghta on each #ide of the
| Wissabickon, whilst the Rifiemen on |
| oppealte  sldés aeted on the lower
ground, Abgut nine o'clock, 1 wes
lcalled to join the General, but left &
| party with the Colls, Eyers and Dun-
{lap, und one field plece and after-
| wards reinforced them, which rein-/
| forcements by the way, however, did
inot joln them, until efter & brave re-
| sigtance they were obliged to retreat,
'but carried off the field plece, the
|other I was obliged to leave in the
| Horrenduous Hills of the Wissahlckon,
but ordered her on s safe rout to jein
| Eyres if he should retreat, as was done
luccordmgly. We proceeded to the left,
and above Cermantown some three
miles, directed by & slow fire of canon,
||mtu we fell into the front of & su-
| perior boedy of the enemy, with whom
lwe engaged about three-guarters of an
{Hour, but thelr grape shot and ball
|soon intimidated end obliged s to re-
trent o rather file off. Until then I
thought we had n victory, but to my
great disappolntment, soon found our)
|prmy were gone sn hour er two hefore,,
pud we the lagt on the ground. We
brought off everything but a wounded
man or two—lost not quite twenty

| men on the whole and hope we killed
at lenst the number besides diverting
the Hesslan strength from the Cen-
leral in the morning. I have nelther
time, nor lght to add, but ik 1 am
respectiully yours,
! JOHN ARMSTRONG"

{ 1 have not mentioned Kelpius snd
| his  Hermite, or detniled the hlztors
[ef nd [eienhionst M, which rre in
thetuselves sublects wortny of lengihy
marfes: on nccount of the time the
| telling would consume.

| Many volumes have been written of
the Wissahickon snd many more pages
could be filled with recltals of the val-
ley’s natural, -eivil, commercigz!. and |




men in a top buggy, with the top
let down, to which was hritched al
gorrel horse: and standing bebween |
their knees was Charley Ross, We rec-
ognized him by his picture In the|
popers at once. I remember the look
lof suspicion on the faces of those two
men, lest we identified Chaorley.
*We went home immediately and
told our parents that we lLad seen
Charley Ross, They took no action in
the matter. Had they, Charley Ross
| could have been restored to his pur-
ents, the abductor captured, and we
have had fhe reward of $20,000 which
was offered by the mayor of Philadel-

milltary history, without ever touching |
on its beauty of seenery, I8 rooky
formations, its vegetation, animal nre
or 1he hundreds of fables, the back- |
grounds of which are lald in the Lawer

HAM. Chyo
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Rev.LemuelDavis
Saw Charlie Ross

Accord, N. Y., Jan, 5, 1928. |

To the Editor of The T'reeman: i
Sir:—The awbdudtions which are
ftalclng plaee so frequently in the U '
., carries me baek In my mamor?

the kidnapping of Charlie Rogs of
His full name was

] to
Germantown, Pa;

phia.”

ing well treated. How well T remem-

Charles Brewster Ross, son ot
Christian K& Ross. He was abduct-
]cd on July 1, 1874, Charlie and anl
| older brother wero accosted for four
]mnaacuuve days ciy the streetg by
Lo men in g buggy who gave them
| candy.  On the fourth day, Julyﬂl'
. the two boys were taken for a ride;
lnn veaching Kensington, Philadel-
phia, the older boy was given money
with ~which o "'huy  firecrackers.
When he. rettimed the ri: was gona
q)i]l also his brother. |

I wisi the newspapers of Penn-|’
sylvania would copy thls, and if that!
brother of Charlie Ross is still liv-'
ing, I wislf he would come and see,’
me; and I will show him the t.-m-;:tl1
spol where we met that wagon.

My brother, Herman, now of High-|
land, will' corroborats every word!.
which I have written. '

o Yours very truly,
REV. LEMURL DAVIS.

'BELIEVES HE SAW |
. CHARLEY ROSS|

Prom Accord, N. Y., comes a k*rtcrj
written by the Rev. Lemuel Davis, who
believes he saw {nmﬂpy Ross shortly
aiurhhwukmnnppod in front ol NHis,
rome on Washington lane, neer Chew
street, Germantown, in July, 1874,

The letter 1s in part 65 follows:

“About two weeks later my brother
Herman and I were returning from
school In the rock distriet, and about
midway between the home of James
Oakley and Aunt Susan Van Leuven,
directly ite the place where
Joseph  Pratt now llves. we et tvgu

| Many Spectacular Flres

“Charley had the appearance of be-

ber his sweet face, pretty blue eyes,
and his curls whieh hung from under
a Mttle cap. 1 have had many o
heartache that my parents cdid not
toke immediate action,

“The horse which those two men
drove had the appearance of being
very tired, Its check wus unhooked,
and s palt that of a nearly exhausted
animal. They ecame from Kingston
way. and were golng toward Ellen-
yitle.”

Innumerable lutw.'rs of @ similar
churacter came té the attention of the

police and the Ross family mmediately |
‘mfter the Eidnapplng. Oareful invess'
‘tigntion -was always made, bul - little

Eere—

information of value developed,

Tud ?W
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the Corner

but Little Loss of Life
A fire so disastrous with regard tui

loss of human life a5 was that of last’

week at the Germahtown Community !

Center is stunning to Germantown be-
cayse in all the long history of the
community, while there have been’
inany econflagrations which Involved
greal loss of property, there mever was
a4 fire which cost so many lives as
did this. Indeed, loss of life at Ger-
mantown fires has been exceedingly
rRte,

When the fire occurred it _me'
Lutheran Orphans' Home, German- |

fown avenue, nort}t of Carpenter lane,

in the early morning of Sunday, De-
cember 20, 1920, the lives of a large
nuamber of small girls were imperilod. |l
But through the devotion of the at-
mmunts and the heroism of the men.

. the nearby fire company, cvery
was mwed and few am!l'mc.l e

ﬂma. mather tbgn those

15 one that has never been satisfac-

destructive to lite, mm out in Gers)
mintown history.

¥or years the old-timers
talk about the blaze wihich & e
lumber yard of Benjamin &
Son, south of Maplewood avenue, be-
tiveen Germantown avenue and Greene
street. That was one night in June,
1834, back in the days of the volunteer
firemen, Germantown's eight  fire
companies of that period received as-
sistance from thirteen companies that
dragged thelr apparatus here from the
downtown districts of Philadelphin
The flames raged furiously among the
piles of lumber and also destroyed a
stable, a barm and much shedding.

Four years earlier there wos a big
fire at Chestnut Hill when the exten-
sive stables of Jacob Peter's stagecoach
line were burned and eleven horses
prerished.

‘Most of the disastrous fires of the
middle of the ningteenth century, how-
ever, occurred fn the mills along the
Wissnhickon and along the rallroad on
the east side of Germantowi.

The cotton wadding mill of Matthias
Gorgas, at Gotgas lane, on the Wik«
sahickon, was burned in 1856. It was
robullt 4t once and again deatrrom in
1857, Pour years later it was burned
for the third thye., During twelve
years there were elght firgs of more
or less magnitude in this one mill.

A fire in Robeson's miil, at the
?ﬁm of the Wissahickon, in August,

, spread to the en - bridge
nmmewmmm;mpz
fiery fury ensued. Both the mill and
the. bridge were destroyed. The bridge
was 420 fect long and it spanned the
creek @t n height of sixty-eight tem.
tbove the stream.

Oné of the. worst fires in the mﬂl

r streat, In December, 1866, The
loss was $100.000. Even at that h‘ﬂy
!1 thiln mill wos equipped with o

m for flooding the place in case.
or “fire, but 1t was out of ¢ whm
It was needed,  Mr. strong
gone to Philadelphin the &uy
fire to buy a valve to repair the wa.ter
system.

One of the more notable fires of
recent years was that of February 2,
1800, which destroyed Parker's Hall, at
the north corner of Genmaniown ave- |
nue and Price street.: Parker's Hall!
wis then the leading place for thea=
trical shows snd public mectings in

Crermantown. |

Early on the mornlng of B
funday, April 2, 1918, a spectacula
fire destrayed Germantown's first
motion pleture plant, which occupie
o large mill bullding on the south side
of Germantown street, between Ger-

INAntown avenue am'l Baynton street.

“Oidest. Fire Bnglue“
Found in Many Places

The question as to which is the
oldest fire engine in the United States

torily settled.

Germantown has o claiipant for
honor. Tt is the old hmm@m;ﬂg
the Shagrag. which stands in  the
office of the Mutual Fire Insurance




uommny of Clermantown, ot Cerman-
verue and School lune,

Company distriputes gives
ormation that this is “the olcdest
fire engine in the United States” that
it was brought to Philadelphin from
England in 1730 snd was purchased
by the Middle Ward Fire Company of
Germantown in 1874. The latter date
unguestionably 15 na  typographical
error. The History of Old German-
town save the fire engine was brought
here in 1784. 1t is sald to have been
used for the last time at & fire tn
1850, though i was not in reguler
service for a long time before thst.
*In Memorial Heall, FFairmount Park,
is & hand fire engine with o placard
reading:

“Hand fire ougine supposed to be
the first used in Phlladelphia, as
carly as 1735 For many years used by
Messrs, Powers & Welghtman, Given
by Mrs. Frederick O. Penfiold."

Out in Darby, Delawara County, is
another fire engine which 18 desoribod
us being “"the oldest in the country.”
The fire company to which it botonged
wis organized about 1750

. Bethlehem, Pu, ulo clajyis to
pmm the oldest fire englue in the
United States. 1t I8 exhiblted in the
Moravian museum in that fown. One
dceount declares i was imported from
London in 1698. It certainly wus not|
tuken to Bechlehem at that titae, for/
Bethlahem wes net funded until 1741,

Anathor specimen of “the oldest fire
engine in the country” may be ssen in
the mnoted Essex Museum, in Salem,
* Mass. This plece cf apparstus was

It from England in 1748, The
label declares it Is “the only engine
that stands complete as in service in
‘those days.”

ploture  whichh  the il

Fire Prevention uulcn
for Chimuey Sweeps

Fire prevention regulutions and ap-
Peals are by no mesns 8 modern in-
novation,

‘Even before the days of the Ameri-
can Revolution, Philadelphla had fire
pumﬂsn regulitions regarding the

chimneys.

m those doys wood was thie fuel pnd
ch!mnays quickly became filled with
[Ect
ed at
chimneys.

In the endeavor to restrict such

service to capaile persons, ehimney |

sweeps were required to reglster with
the cletk ¢f the Philadelphin Cons
tributfonship for Insuring Houses
'from Loss by Fire—the organigation
|with this ponderous title having been
the plopeer fire insurance company of
Philadelphia.

It the applicant was deemed worthy.

‘e received a number which he wore |

upon his cap.

The fee ior cleaning a “single-fun-
nel” chimney was 9 {::noe and o
“two-funnel” chimuey, pence,

1f a chimney sweep did not respond
[ promptly when his services were res

Bo chimney sweeps wern mpluy
intervals | to clean out the |

quested he was lable toa mme. ]

When a fire was due to a fold
chimney, the owner of the property
was llable to & fine of 20 shitlings,
unless he could show the chimney had
been swept within a month prior to
the fire.

If the chimney hsd been swept
within one month's time, then
sweep who swept it was subject ta j20 |
shillings fine. I

EM.(QZ'(?Zﬁ

Men and Things"i

Welsh Descendants Celebrate Their
dAncient Organization With
Their Customary Banduet
On 8t David’'s Day

HE Welsh Society, which holds
its customary lsnm;u.nt tonight,
ol St, Dayid's Day, is proud of
ite direet lineage from “Phe Society of
the Sons of Ancient Bretons.” organized
Murel 1, 1729, For one hundred und
thirty yeary its niembers huve been
nz up this enstom of holding an
annual reunion of the Welshmen and
their descendants in this part, ¢f Penn-
sylvania. As the Friendly Sons of 8t
Patrick never fail ta ebserve the Eoven-
teenth of March, so the sons of St
?anl never fail to note the First of
Tare

The Welsh Soviety; Tike the F‘rlenﬂ]v
Sens and the Fociety of the Sons of
Bt. George and Seottish associstion of
the 8t, Andrew's’ Society, i= one of
several notable organizations wf this
sort that had their origin  here in
Colonial days for the velief of cmi-
grantu coming to the pert of Philadel-

Fach looked after the welfare of
ta own Welsh, Trish, = Englich,
Scoteh, German and the chh The
principal perts in this country now have
their Tmmigrant Aid Bocietien, but these
old organizations worked along some-
what different lines. .

The length and the hardships of the
voyages of the early immigrents who
canie geross the Atlantie in gmall saile
ing eraft, the dtﬁmulty of the now-
comers in adjusting themselves in a
comnnitlty where the comforts and con-
venienves of life to which they were ac.
customed were often lacking, their sud-
den transport from well secured homes in
the Old Werld to precarious ones in
the New World, the lone pioneer, with
only snch friends as be had formed on
shiphoard, and the close kinship of ‘!

many of the early and the later eettlors,
many who came from the snme stock
and the game communities, gave 2n in
terest o the work of these old societies
which the newer Immigrant Societies
huve lacked. .

“The Boviety. ef the Sons of An-
cient Bretons” met on 8t. David's Day
1728, at the honse of Robert avis and |
formed & uocisty of Wei:hm or ::::;;

" as
First Meeting mnea them.uelrel, in
Was Held  comzequence thair
199 Years Ago lund hasing been the
Iast of the

Bmlgm when the rat of that country

The first mention of this society of
which there is any record, was on Feb-
ruary 25, 1720, in the Pennsylvania
Guzette, that vade meeum of oid Phila-
delphia which had just been started as
the second newspaper in the Colony

lwns overrun by the Gérmaiic invaders.

and which was soun Lo pass intg Frunk-_l

lin’s contrel,

*We are informed that several gentle
men and other persons of reputation, |
of the honorable stock of anclent Bre-
tone, design to erect themseives inta 2.
society, to meet togethér annunlly oy
the first day of Mareh, or &t David's
Thay. In order thereto, on the first of
vext month, there will bt a sermon
preached in the ancient British lan-
gunge, by Dr. Wayman, in this eity,
and a psalm set to the organ: from
| thence the soviety are to go and partake
of a bandsome collation pt the house
of Robert Diavis, at the Queen’s Head,
in King etreat, where tickets are to be
dehvered oub for the said entertain-
maént,”

F'or the further enlighlenmaur ot its
readers, this “Universal Tngtructor,” ag
ite publisher called it, added *Tt seems
that thia ia ereeted -in imitation of a
useful Bociety in London who annnally
meot on the same day and isencouraged
there by persone of the first rank, their
lute Royal Highnesses, the Princs and
Privcess of Wales, mtntmting largely
to its aunwr: and mmm

a later uumbv; of ﬂm Gazetie
thera ia o description of what bappentd,
“Many gentlemen and others of the
nnmnt Bretons met and walked in a

ar order, with Leeks in their hats,’
f-o ie church, where was preached in |
the old British Inngunge, (as it's £aid), |
an excellent sermon oo the five first!
versey of the 3d Chapter of the 24
Book of Timothy. From ftheace they
returued g the like order 1a the Queen's
Head, where was 2 bhandeome dinner
pr-.mrul. alter which the followinz
healths wire deanl, ginler discharge of
cannot—"The ng nud the Chureh'—
Queen Caraling'—The Prince gnd the
Hoyal Fawily’—'Urosperity to the An-
cient Brerous and this Provines'— The
Proprietor’s Health"—*Hiz Henor, Gov-
erpor Gordon's—aunl many others.
‘Chat part of the New Testament so-
lt:cltm; br t(:lm Rev. Dr. Wni:rminn l;rm- his
xt g interesting, not only in keepinz
with the stern regimen of the old Welsh
Choreh bt as iudica-
Stern Sermon tive also of the outlook |
Had Plage in of a preacher of thm||
the Program  days who, on such an
oceasion, thought it ap-|
proprinte to repest the adyice of Paul!
thut they should turn away from the
gellish, cvvetaus, boastivl, proud, blas-
phemons, undutiful, untbankiul, unhals,
the ineonlivent, e trailorous, thy heddy
atd the highoinded, e lovers of plosgs-
tre and the corrupt In mind. For fo
bim old Philadelphin was net as Sood as
it should be aml the new erganizaliou
of the Welslh might sct an exampie ta
tha commuuity. That it did was shown
by the immedinte [ormation of 2 =im-

ilar society amonz the Yinglish, |hn Bong
of Bt. George, who, ou April 25d, St

(George's Day, in the same nar. orEng-

ized for the relief of the Enzlish emi-
grant,

The nest year the Bou-i of
as they cawn to

. D;u‘id,-




Figgr meeting TR stewards had  beon
Beujnmin  Morgan, the wine poopars
Tivan Jones, the dliemist, and Piwnrd
Pearse, an attoriey-at-law. At the see-
ond the etewirls were Yeter Evans,
Ksa., Robert Ellig, and Jolm Hepking,
merchante, and Captain Mathew Phils
ips, ono of the principal duties of the
stewards beitg the distribution of the
alms during the year. 1n 1731 the aos
cient Bretons met ot Owen Owena' inn,
the Indian Kiog, on Market gtreet, nud
after the nsual sermon and dinner they
went down L6 Wieago, on the water
fropt. to attend the lnunching of Cap-
tain Suwuel Bromfses ship. Bromage
was one of the stewords that year, the
others being R wland  Trice, Josepl
Powell aud William Major, 'The vest
sepr Owen (hwans wos fovoreil agaln
with the meeting ond the growth of the
sueiety was abuwn by the faect thut
among e stowamda twa were chogen
from outeide Lhe eity, Thomss Jones, of
Chester county, sud William Thownas,
OF Dsford townebip, heing vumed alons
witly Captain Hllis Davis and Willlam
Boyan of this eily.

Tust hetw long these anniul meetingd
wars kepl up 18 uneertain. Toratio
Gutes Jones, in hix acepunt of those
early duys of the Welsh Soalety; wat
unable to finda cowplete revord, Aloong
about this time tlere alio came into ex-
istonce the Bovlety of Fort Bt David's,
a6 -a rivak fishing organization of the
“Clolony in Bebuylkill,” and this society
of fichormen, whe bal a little cabin on
the rocks ment Lhe Falls of Sehuyikilly
was pencrally koown also as “'the Welsh
Roclety.” ¥

In 1740, Gates vecorded. the Soclely
of Ancient Pretous eelebrated  ®6
{pavils Diy by fisiig some guns vo
Lcnrpenter‘s wharf, when a pall was
| cast over the occasion by the bursting
of -g cunnon causing the death o©
Thl;omu Scolt, mate ¢n a Liverpool
L sbip.

Bafors the Revolution there sleo up-
| pears to have been another society of
:_W‘elnhmen-of whom there were wany
in and around Philadelphis—which wos
|Imown as the Welsh Club and which
met at Grifith's Tavern.

Tike most of the societies. thosa (o
which the Welsh: belonged fouud theiz
 eareer intersupted by the events of the
Hevolution. After the affairs of the ne-
|#ion Lad becoms settled and the trausi-
tlon  from Colony tn Commonweslth
had  been, successfully sccomplished,
| nany of these organizations were re
formed and ngain actively at work alde
|Ing neweomers to the new Tnnd, - Ho it
was that, on March 1, 1708, 8 new
society tf.ormed for the relief of such
emigranis
lvmniuﬂ

as might come from TWales,
at the bouse of William Oz-,

{ den.
| Sixty-four pigoers appear in fhe lst)

of its subsekibing members, among them |

Famuel Moredith, Clem-
Slgnificant ent Biddle, Jonuthan
Names in ifs  Jone#, Richurd Mnaris,
Membership  Samuel Miles, William

p Griffiths, Cadwalader
Evavs, Owen Foulke, Mordecul Lewis
and Robart Wharton, whose descendants
are siill active in afairs of city aud
Btate.

"Pha drafting of the Constitution of
the Society was entrusted to Biddle, |
Jobn Thomas and Morgan Joln Rbees,
& Welah clergyman, of considersb

rablo |

| ability, who led & colovy of hig kinsmen |
to Cambria County. Rhees is credited
Apith being the author of the preamble |
to the Constitution and Horatio Gates|
Jones holds that,-in this, there is un-
tqnastioued referenca to fhe fact that
the Welsh Bopiety of 1708 origin s the
dirsct descendant of the Society of An-
cient Bretona formed seventy years
earlier, For, in no oibier way, be holds,
eonld one gecount for fhe phrasing or
that part of the preamble which reads,
“This snciént institutien, so much the
pride and honer of its founders and
sypporters, and go much the ohject of
grateful remembrance by the many who
Lave shared in its bounty and nssis-
rlance. havitg been eccommoduted to
existing circumstances from time fo
time, with respect to form, is now es-
tablizhed by an act of {ncorporation and
then presented fo the Bociely in the
form of the following Congtitution.”

Legal incorporetion gpeadily followed,
{ho charter bearing date of March 20,
1800, and since then the Focisty, which
his always bad the support of o number
of the ‘Welsh register ineluding the
names of Biddle, Paters, Lewis, Mor-
gan, Meredith, Evans, Norrig, Wistar,
Humilton, Jepking, Humphreys, Hol-
lingeworth, Jonesd, Powell, Iead, Vaux,
Clymer ani Fisher, hab maintained an
active existence,
| Many of these ¢ld [amily names sre
also to be found in the western part
of the State, ty which, &t the close of
the Eightesnth centurs, Morgan John
ihess led many Welsh pioneers to tha
wilderness of the old “F rankstowy Bet
tlement,” beyond tha Alleghenies,  that
shortly after was named Cambria, s
the pew home of these descendauts of
the old Cembrian nills of Wales, and
has become. one of the great indus-
trial counties of the State.

e "
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GYPSY LANE

The troubled soul, pursuing peace,
ves hepvenly heights b follow,
And searches everywhere for roads,
Which lead up from the hollow.
But T woud find my joy on earth,

Where the Master's nand shows plaing

1 enter Wissghickon's vile,
By gvnf of Gypsy lane,

1k §s an ancient thoroughtare,
Which dips down wer the hill,

Tirough shady forest; verdant ticlds,
Beside the rippling rill,

1:'s cobbled fipor was made for bensts,
In years gone by. to goin,

The manor-house ut Raven IHill,

Which faced old Gypsy lane.

In Wissahickon's valley green,

|

The birds and squirtels play; l

An carthly baven, where 1 find |

Contentment while I strny
Along the creek, where rocky stream
ds forth a babbling straiu, |
My footsteps often fondly turh,
_Dowh quiet Gypsy lana. |
) ; A q._o.]

4
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Aids Research

CHIEF WAR EAGLE
Delaware Indian who is supply-
ing tribal lore to historiams here

By the death of Jumes |
Lome at “Clovernook,” ¢
eplled his Jiome In R :
wohld lost a good and useful
“who, it/ the “grim monster” |
eut short his earthly caréer, »

‘of. his life ve
i fitted” the art world - 0=
gtaphy, and also by increasing qur sex o
‘or'pereeption of the beautifii, as ma-
ture displays it to our







JUNIOR LEAGUE
T0 RESTORE MANOR

Will Use 0ld Sweet Briar for
Exhibitions, Meetings and Lec-
tures After $25,000 Outlay

FRIENDS PRESENT RELICS

(1lustrated on Plettire Far)
Sweet Brinqr Mangion, resting com-
fortably on the west bank of the °
Sehuylkill, fronting on Lansdowne,
Drive, Fairmount Park, and just

little cottage erected {for William Fenn,
in 1882, is shortly to enter a new life
as the headquarters of the Junior
League of Philadelphia. _
‘Membera of the league are raising
495,000 to restore the building, an %2
ample of lute Colonial, erected in 1
by Samuel Breck and 1
literary relic by his
The restoration will
under the direction of Erling
son, aasistant to the director of the
Pennsylvania Museunt.

committce mectings,
hibitions and other club activities. Mra.
Henry P. ie, of Rydal. is chair-

man of the

P

is hoped that it will be
ready for occupancy in the fall.

Gifts of the descendants of
Breck and of the Torr family, who.
occupied Sweet Briar when {t was an
opulent country home, will be inter-|

g items in the restoration of the.
{rterior to its former condition. .
From the desoendants of Hamuel

Preck's daughter, the Re harles
Breck Ackley
fnd Blizabeth Ackley, all of New
Yorl, will come an @ roldered fire
screen and chair, worked by the orig-|
inal owner's mother, & nuniamﬁ_ of
My, Breek. the agcordion he pliyed
and pearl counters he used at cards.

Mrs. m Torr, whose husaband's:
gamily purchased Sweet RBriar from
Breck and later gave it to the

Commission, will

ute a sofa which formed part of the
original furnishings of the mansion.
The raising of the $25.

it SO0 e hisbands Lor
"ﬁ;a work, hau}ﬂ helped to swell the
general fund.

On Friday, A

B ¥ g1 2920

=
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At the outset of the drive, le
members were _asked to raise
apiece. During February the proceeds.
of a lecture in the Witherspoon Build-
ing, delivered by Dr. Geotge L. Rais
guel, went

! to.the fund. On March 2
and 3 at the Penn
children's Al

thietia Club, &
. r “Aladdin,” presented
by young women of the league, added
ferially. Of the total desived, &1!5‘-
uh{'

of the building, and $10,000 to its fur
nighing.  ° : . L

‘Sweet Briar Mansion lends jtsell nat-
urally to thu":% of the leagua for

across & dip in the landscape from the

Samuel, |

Vs
ay and the Mlsses Dabriella

il 13, the league will |

mxﬂ:& a;[ﬂ:mball. direc-

: n the Park will be restored

Jation, was one of the prime mov-

\ "_. plan. Tt is h?a‘ - that
Bua_'ar patriotie, culturs! and welfare
organizations will follow th Tunior,
League im the restoration: of other

ﬂ%“__ ., )

%mﬁt. R. Rollins and Mrd, Owen J.

5

‘'oland.
The Executive
mented by an Ad

 every kind suitable for elegance '

sharp contrast to the 75
‘cottrge, erected & century earller, and

sid ts the sublimation of
! and charm achieved by the
corkmen late in the eighteenth cen
tury. It wa perfect setting for
mfmnﬂ. of Sheraton and Heppla-
“Ag you enter Sweet Briar there ia
a fine stairway, with the delicate bal-
‘Srnament and acreen,” sail M. Peder.

mmMoﬂhnpmr « restora-
tion. “It is an unusually fine exsam--
ple of the best workmanship of the
pe{!g!, and catches the eye as you
enter:

al plan of the first floor
Pleasant Meansion,
te side of

“The general
is similar_to 3t
built in 1761 on the o
the river, hut in Sweel.

| Ross.

will be used for
tees for the league.

“All these rooms, fortunately, are
unchanged since they were an{. and
are excellent examples of the erafts.
manship of the time, each having iﬁ
Colonial fireplace and delicately mold-
ed woodwork and plaster cor-

ners,
. “In the basement of the mansion &
dining room will be prepared for ths
use of the members, while outside, in
the rear, the terrace on which Samuel
Breck sat and watched the Schuylkill
animated with trade, is to be re-
st%;sd.“s

¢ Sweet Briar estate was pur
chased by Samuel Breck, tlie_np a
young Philadelphia merchant, for ten
ahillings, from John and Clemen entina
But this is ‘explained by the
wedding of Breck to Jeau, the: daugh-
ter of John and Clementina shortly
after, on Christmas Eve, 1795,
In 1838, Breck noticed the ‘preval-
ence of fever and :jm induced as he
states ''by the b ng of the dam
at the city watdrworks,” and In the

game year he sold Sweet Briar to
e T hon Ioalidias SUORE:
. ookt i . dol-
imately thirty acres, Tt msmdf.x;

the i of the Torr family until

1868, when It was yed “to the

Falrmount Park ( iskion.
P =

gy




0 Pluda Lecnd Mar.(d »1928

WHERE BODY OF RODMAI\’ WANAMAKER
WAS LAID TO REST

. Wamuhr mav
ylkill. Other
| il wﬂ! !md o'n

in c&metezyn!Sﬁ.Jamsthem Falls of
taken &nrmgtha ‘Wanamaker funeral services
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FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
ROXBOROUGH, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
Organized in 1925
MT. ZION M. E. CHURCH, Manayunk CENTRAL M. E. CHURCH, Roxborough
Organized in 1827 ° Organized in 1870

One Hundred Methodist Years

Manayunk and Roxborough

Commemorative Services March 11, 1928

THE PROGRAM

-~ ANNIVERSARY CLASS MEETING AT 9230 A. M.
ANNIVERSARY SERVICE AT 10.30 A. M.
Sermon by Bishop Edwin H. Hughes
SPECIAL SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM AT 230 P. M.
EPWORTH LEAGUE AT 7.00 P. M.
ANNIVERSARY MUSICAL SERVICE AT 7.45 P. M.
Address by Dr. Thomas H. Evans

EXHIBIT OF INTERESTING HISTORICAL MATTER

LINES FOR A CHURCH CENTENNIAL
By EDGAR A. GUEST

A century of serviee to mankind!
And still the steeple stands beneath the sky,
Thrones rise and fall and fashions drop behind
The church is all we have that doesn’t die.

Men come and go upon the stream of

One hundred years and still the church
change

is
Still men keep faith and seek the finer Through new and old God keeps His
. lace on earth,
Still hymns of faith and praise to God Abi a11;111_3 faith! Oh, is that phrase so
ange.

are
While at?’rfe rusts fame, ends power Since centuries add luster to its worth?
and humbles kings. Copyright, 1927, by Edgar A. Guest.
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THE STORY

In 1800, Philadelphia, with a popu-
lation of 69,403, was America's largest
city. A small village, called Flat Rock,
stood on the bank of the Schuylkill
River, six miles above the city. It con-
tained less than a dozen houses and not
more than fifty people, In 1819 the
Schuylkill Navigation Company con-
structed a canal from the Falls to Shaw-
mont. Shortly after that, Capt. John
Towers built the first mill, using the
water power made available by the con-
struction of the canal. Then Silas
Levering erected his hotel and other
mills soon followed. By 1824 the town
had become so important that the citi-
zens decided to select a mame. There
was much discussion but, finally, the
Indian name of the river, “Manjunk,”
was chosen, the orthography being
changed to Manayunk,

Philadelphia Methodism dates from
the organization of “Old St. George's”
in 1770 and the purchase of the build-
ing which still stands on Fourth Street,
below Vine. It is the second oldest
Methodist Church in America and the
oldest Methodist building in the world.
The Methodist movement wag not popu-
lar and its advance was slow. Fifty
years of preaching in what is now Phila-
delphia resulted only in a total member-
ship of about 3,000, But about that
time (1821 to 1828) its expansion began.
An association of local preachers was
formed and the Gospel was carried out-
side the old city which ended at Vine
Street. Andrew McClaskey, a local
preacher, is credited with delivering the
first Methodist sermon in Manayunk in
1821, the meeting being held in a frame
dwelling house on the Main Street. All

C
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the territory north of Vine Street, Phila-
delphia, as far as Norristown on the
Schuylkill River and Bristol on the Dela-
ware River, was included in Bristol Cir-
cuit, In 1822, Rev. Jacob Gruber was
appointed to this circuit. Finding some
Methodists in what is now the 21st
Ward, he appointed John Ross leader
of a class which met in the house of
John Porter on Ridge Road below the
Wissahickon Creek. It continued to
meet regularly until the death of Mrs.
Porter in 1827. Rev. H. G. King, the
preacher then in charge, moved the
class to the “Lock-house” on the canal
and appointed the lock-tender, William
Batchelor, leader. But Mr. King was
determined to have a regular preaching
place in Manayunk and the way opened
in the fall of 1827 by the removal of the
Reformed congregation from the school
house at 4204-6 Main Street to the partly
completed new church building on Cot-
ton Street. The Methodists secured the
use of the school building and organized
the Mt. Zion M. E. Church. Loeal
preachers were supplied by the Phila-
delphia Association for the Sunday serv-
ices and the regular ecircuit preachers
held service on Thursday evenings.

In 1829 the matter of erecting a mect-
ing house was discussed by the Quar-
terly Conference of the Circuit, but no
action was taken until Feb, 1831, Per-
mission being then granted, they pro-
ceeded with the erection of a building
forty feet wide and fifty feet long, on
Levering Street. It was dedicated No-
vember 20, 1831. In 1834, Mt. Zion be-
came a separate charge and in 1839 a
mission was started which resulted in the
organization of the Falls M. E. Church.



In 1840, the Mt. Zion Church was in-
corporated with a membership of 240.

In 1841, a new building was erected
on Green Lane at the corner of Carson
Street. It was dedicated February b,
1842, This was a very fine building for
that day and the members were justly
proud of it, but they had borrowed most
of the money required and found that
thz debt of over nine thousand dollars
was a greal burden. In the spring of
1847 the trustees objected to the ap-
pointment of Rev. James Smith, who
thereupon tock a part of the congrega-
tion to Temperance Hall and organized
the Ebenezer Church. Bishop Hamline
then appointed Rev. William McCombs
to the Mt. Zion Church and in two
years the debt was paid off and a mem-
bership of two hundred reported. The
high water mark in membership was
reached in 1899, when the Pastor
Rev. Henry Ridgely Robingon, reported
461,

At a meeting held at the home of Mrs,
Lucy Chadwick on Conarroe Street, Sun-
day afternoon, November 21, 1869, it
was decided to start a mission Sunday
School in Roxborough. Jabez Hodson
was chosen superintendent. At first the
sessions of the School were held in the
homes of the members, but a room was
soon secured over a shoe store at the
southwest corner of Green Lane and
Ridge Avenue, The first session was
held in the new room on February 27,
1870. In the meantime a lot had been
purchased on Green Lane and a resolu-
tion had been passed declaring that when

-a church should be erected it should be

called “The Central Methodist Episcopal
Church of Roxborough.” The building
was soon underway and the first floor
was occupied November 19, 1871, The
second story was not completed and

dedicated until March 26, 1876, Work
on the parsonage was begun in Septem-
ber, 1877. In 1901 the church building
was enlarged and in 1910 a one-story
extension was added. The property was
renovated in 1915 at a cost of $12,600.

The changing population of Mana-
yunk, the moving of more than half of
the membership to Roxborough, and the
limitation of the Manayunk field for
Protestantism, brought about a union
of the Mt. Zion and Central congrega-
tions. They met together for the first
time on Sunday, June 21, 1926. The
property of the Central Church was
used but a new name was adopted, “The
First Methodist Episcopal Church of
Roxborough.” For about a year the Mt.
Zion property was used for a mission,
but the results obtained failed to war-
rant a continuance of the expense so the
property was sold Jan. 5, 1927, and the
two dwellings adjoining the parsonage,
i. €., 478 and 480 Green Lane, were pur-
chased. The First Church is now in
possession of a plot of ground about 144
feet by 223 feet, large enough for an
adequate, modern plant which it is
planned to erect. The outlook for the
future is bright. Roxborough is chang-
ing but this Church is planning to meet
the challenge of the nmew Roxborough.
Our fathers sacrificed that the Mana-
yunk and Roxborough of yesterday and
today might have the Gospel preached to
them and we propose to carry the same
saving Gospel to the Roxborough of to-
morrow even though it require a sacri-
fice greater than that made by our
fathers. All honor to the herces past
who gave us our inheritance. The
greatest honor we can do them is to
carry on their work until in Roxborough
the Kingdom shall come and God's will
be done.



1834-35
1836

1837

1838
1839
1840
1841-42
184344
1845-46
1847-48
1849
1850

1851-52
1853-54
1855-56
1857-58
1859-60
1861-62
1863

1864-65
186667
1868-70
1871-73
1872

1873-V}%
1874-76
18756-76
1877-78
1877-79
1879-81

OUR PASTORS
(Central Pastors in Italics)

1827
1828
1829
1830
1831
1832
1833
Pharoah A. Ogden

H. G. King and J.
Flanney

H. G. King and J. L.

Taft
John Lednum
John Henry
Robert McNamee
William Urie
George Lacy
Charles Karsner
William MeCombs
H. G. King
H. G. King and 8.

Patterson
William Barnes
Henry Calloway
Richard Greenbank
Jogshua Humphreys
William L. Gray
Joseph Castle
William Cooper
H. E. Gilroy
Charles Cooke
Peter J. Cox
John Dyson
W. M, Gilbert
Able Howard
R. J. Carson
W. M. Gilbert
S. H. C. Smith
S. W. Gehrett
Joseph Muson

H. G. King and Robert Sutton
H. G. King and J. B, Ayres
Thomas Neal and Nathaniel Chew

Thomas Neal and Manlove Hazel

Edward Page, James Finley and James Leong
James Finley and John Nicholson

John Woolston and William Granville

1880-81 Richard Turner
g W
2 e
1884 M D. Kurtz
1885-87 J. 8. J. McConnell
1885-86 P. S. Merrill
1887 C. F. Turner
1888-90 H. J. Robinson
1888-90 B. F. String
1891-93 Richard Turner
1891-98 8. H. C. Smith
1894-95 R. E. DeBow .
1896-98 W. C. Best
1894—96 W. A. Smith
1898-1900 Rawil Smith
1901-95 T. M. Jackson
1902-03 D. M. Gordon
1904-056 Garbutt Reed
1906 G. J. Burns
190608 T. T. Martin
1907-09 G. M. Broadhead
1909-12 T. H. Evans
1910-18 S. M. Vernon
1913-17 Robert Hetherington
1918-22 (. S. Mervine
1919-22 W. G. Tyson
1923-24 L. P. Zook
1925 C. 8. Mervine
1923-25 J. C. Pelre
FirsT CHURCH
1926-27 F. D. Lawrence
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den and Things

Germantown  Committee Contracts
for Beries of Tablots Marking

Principal Scenes of Action
in the Famous Battle
of the Revolution

ERMANTOWN'S commemoration
It of the 150th anniversary of the

battle fought at that place was
mnducted along modest lines, last
tober, But it has a segquel that w
be of perrnnnent, value. Incidental io
the celebration a fund was raised to
pay for the marking of all sites of

‘note connécted with the battle” The |

leomniittee has pursued its duties dur-

ling the winter, and has just awarded |
contracts for the placing of a series |

of . bronze tablets throughout Ger-

mantown, the dedicalion of which s |

planned for Memorial Day.

The Germantown battlefield is now
covered by streets, business places and
rows of dwellings. Visiters from a
distance who tame to Germantown io
wview the landmarks of the balfle ex-
perience difficulty. There is a monu-
ment in Vernon Park commemorating
the battlé which the State of Penn-
sylvania crected early in the present
century. But no part of the battle
occurred at Vernon Park, and the
Chew house, scene of the sharpest
ﬂxhu:;g iz nearly & mile north.

In the nsighborhood of the Chew
house thore has never been anything
in the way of a marker, and not the
least of the achlevements of the mark-
‘er committes is that it has won ihe
consent of the family to the placing
of 2 small bronze tabiet at the en-
trance to thie Chew grounds. For the
first time in the cenfury and a half
that has elapsed since the battle will
the stranger touring the region he
able readily to idenﬁ(y thia hi.stur&c
spot.

When the series of tablets now pro- |
jected is in posltion the visitor trav-
eling north on Germantown avenue
will be able to obtain a fairly definite
idea of the battle by studying the in-
seriptions on the tablets,

He will see the first marker at
Grumblethorpe, the noted Wister
‘house, on Germantown avenue, op-
goa.ltﬂ Queen lane, This houso was the.

udquarters of Brigadier General
‘James Agnew, of the British army, the |
"mghest officer of that army who was
killed in the battie, Grumblethorpe
was well back of the British lines, The
'Wister family had departed when the
Britizh took possession of

Battle Story Germantown and Phila-
in dclphm, jeayving the house

Tablet Seriesin {he cl?& of a faithfui|

servant named Jus
An the baitle opened Justinia was in
the garden gs.thering vegetables for the
day's Agnew urged ler to coma
indoors to escape danger {rom bullets
|and cannonballs, Bul she nonchalantiy
pursued her work in the garden, dis-
regard{ul of the inereasing din of bat-
tle. Agnew hastened away to join
‘his command, on 8c¢hool lane, Several
hpurs later he was brought back fo

Grumblethorpe dying from a wound.
He was lmrhd inthe old Low
|Ground of Germantown, 2 o idiss

|

tance below the Wister holise, biit be~
fore the British army left Philadelphia,
in June, 1778, General Howe had Ag-
new's body removed to the burial

ground of the DeBenneville famlily, on |

York road at Branchtown.

Proceeding northward along German-,
town avenua the next tablet will be
at Market Square, the centre of the
British main line at the time of the
battle. It is proposed to place a
boulder in Market Square and attach
the tablet therete, The inscription will
Lell that the left wing of the British
extended westward from Germantown
road to Ridge road, south of School
lane, and was under ‘command of Lieu-
tenant General Knyphausen, the rank-
ing general of the Hessian agxillaries,
Under Knyphausen, along School lane,
were the commands of Major Generals
Gray and von Stirn and Brigadier Gen-
eral Agnew. The right wing of the
Eritish line extended eagt from Ger-
mantown road to the neiphborhood of
what is now Stenton avenue, Here
were the Grenadier Guards and the
brigade of General Matthews, Major
(General Grant commanding the wing,
In Market Bqusare, the ancient mar-
ket place of Germantown, the British
artillery waa parked.

The question as to the "high waler
mark” gained in the American ad-
vance ifto Germantown on the morn-
ing of the battle was the subject of
much careful study on the part of thal
committee, whech comprises a group
of men well versed in rmuntown his- |
itory, the chairman being Dr. 1. Pear-
won Willits, & former preslﬁent of the
Bite and Relic Society, now the Ger«
mantown Historical Sm!lali

In American reports of the day's op-
erations there is much contradiction,
ﬁge to]t.ha ?itig tﬁha.t the i:?:n'limm'
advancing a t from their camp
fifteen miles distant, in Worcester
township, were on unfamiliar ground
and were gonfused by p dense fog.

General Sumvm wha led
High Water the Americans on  the
‘Mark of the west side of Germantown

Fighting road, wrote to President
earn, of Now Hamp-
ghire, that his division drove ‘'the

enemy & mile and a half below Chew's

house,” Yet Timothy Pickering, ad-
jutant gemeral on Washington's staff,
makes it clear that when Washington

sent him to de’iver a message to Sul-
livan in the height of thn battle he
found Sullivan several hundred yards
below the Chew house, and other evi-
dence also shows that Sullivan did not
get below Washington lane, which is
af 6300 Germantown avenue, School
lane, at the British main line, iz 5500
Germantown avenue,

A Jetter which General Wayne wrote'
to his wife after the battle also con-
tziny some uneonscious exaggeration |
of distances. Wayne led the Amerls
eans on the east gide of Gu-mu.nl.owd
road, He wrote that his

troops *

ed the enemy mnear thres miles a
were in possession of their whole w
campment.” As the baftle opened
Mount Airy, a pursuit of threc mile
‘would have carried thern more than &
mile below tha British main
Sometimes it has been assumed m
Wayne's assertion about h\wlng Dos-
session of the enemy's

1.at ha meant that the Amnim pens
etrated the British main line nt Mar-
ket Square. The Americans did enter
one camp from which the Britigh had
fied, but that was the camp of
advsnmﬂ regiments st Mount

never reached the

m'u. The British cenire was nevs
Earﬂ. otherwizse the British wwld 1
ave used Markel Squars Chuel’

the Incarceration of the Amerlvan pris-|
onerd whom they toak.

'I’o fix tha battle sites, British as well
as American reports were studied. The
British officers were on the field be-
fore, during and after the battle anid
were-thus mueh betfer acquainted with
‘the ground than were the Americans.
According to General Howe's official
report all the fighting ocmrred in “the
upper part of the village,” which was
in the region from Washington lane
northward to the Chew house.

As to the American “high waler
mark” .in the batile the committes
found the most satisfactory informa-
tion In the diary of Robert Morton, a
Philndelphia youth of good family whn
being & Quaker, was a non-combatant,
Morton went to Germantown on Oe-
tober 5, the day after the battle, fo
see the destruction wrought, and he
'described the conditions he found
thera, '"I'he Americans,” he wrote,
“got down as far as Mra. Mackngtt's
tavern.’” This tavern was later known
Green Tree. The building still
stands on the east side of Germantown
v nonh of High st., and s now the
parisii house of the:-First Methodist
Church of Germantown., In the final

acuon o1 the commiifes In charge,

as the Germantown Hizh School is
at High st. and the faculty and stu-
dents of that school wished to eo-
operate in the marking of the sites,
it was nrrnngrd to place the *‘high
water mark’ tablet on the High Sehnal
grounds, The inseription eontains the
guotauon given from Robert Morton's
fary.

as th

———

It was Is to erect four of
the tableis for the 160th anniversary
celebration, last October. One of Lhese
wag the marker on the High School
grounds. Another is at Wyok, the an-
cient homestead of the Haines family,
on the west side of Germantown av,, a
ghort distance morth of the High
Behool. Wyck was occupled by the
British as a field hospital at the time
iof the battle.

In the ‘next block northward from
Wyek a tablet will indicate whera the
‘two advanced Brilish regiments made
a etand after Sullivan had atitaclied
them farther nmorth and driven them

bapk toward the BErits
__Brlﬂ.lh Stand fsh main line, Sulli-
Agninst van's line, a few hun-

Sulllyan dred feet farther up
; Glermantown avenue, is’
marked by =2 tablet on the Johnzon,

houge, at Germantown savenue and
Washington lane, now the home of!
the Woman's Club of Germantown. |
The house bears numerous marks of
the battle. l

b———

Almost opposite the J'uhnsnn house
s the old Upper Burial Ground of Ger-.
mantown. In a rear corner are buried

‘& number of American officers killed
jin the battle. , This fact i3 indicated
upon a stone tablet placed in the front
wall of the cag: etery a quarler of a
fcentury ago, tombstone, erecled’
by John K Fanning: Watson, the his-
| torlan, stands at thu ‘proup of graves,

Now tha wvisitor is on' the hattles

ground, At Johnson strect is the at-
tractive Chew property, oceupying an
entire city bleck. The house stands
well back from Germantown avenue,
and may best be viewed from John-
gon st The tablet is to be placed on
one of the old stone gateposts af
the main entrance on Germantown
avenus,

—

Cnnunumg northward on German-

town avenue, the Billmever house is




seen at Upsal striet, and the stone/
tablet that has been in the front wall
for many years {ells, among other
things, that here Washington stoot
while directing the attack upon the
Chew house.

The spot where General Francis|
Nash, of North Carolina, recelved his
mortal wound is indicated by a tablet
on the grounda of the Germantown
Church of the Brethren, near Sharp-
nack street, this being one of the four
tablets placed in position 1ast October,
i Nash, the highest effi-
- Bronze Tablet cer of the ericans

Sets Where lost In the battle, was]
Gen. Nash Fellatruck by a spent can-

non ball” while lcading
his brigade into action down German-
town road, He was carried along with'
the Americans on their retreat to the
Perkiomen reglon afler the battle and
died in a farmhouse near Mainland,|
being buried al the oearby Towamen-
cin’ Mennonite Church. Incidental to
the battle anniversary last sautumn
the Daughters of the American Revo-,
lution of North Carclina dedicated a
bronze fablet at the jupction of Sum-
neytown pike and Forty-foot voad fo
indicate the house where Nash died
and hig burial place, |

When the battle opened tha Tifty-
second British Regiment—also termed
the Second Light Infantry-—was en-
camped upon the elevation where
Mount Pleasant avenue now crodses
Germantown avenue, in Mount Airy,
and the Fortieth Regiment was 1n
the vieinity of the Chew house. The
Americans drove in the Fifty-second
upon the Fortieth. Six companies of
tha Fortieth, under Colonel Musgrave,
made a fortress of the Chew house,
and the remainder of that regiment,
with the Fifty-second, retired down
‘Germantown road, f{inally making)|
their stand below Washington lang,

A tablet”to mark the Fifty-second
Regiment's camp is to be placed on
the grounds of the Mount Airy Pres-
byterian Church, at Germantown and
Mount Pleasant avenues.

The pickets of the Fifty-second wera
stationed at the Allen house, where
the Lutheran Theological Seminary
is now situated, on CGermanfown
avenue, north of Mount Airy avenue,
One of the clagges of the Seminary
"omo years ago erected a stonc along
he sidewalk to show where the battle
segan when the Americana fell upon
the British pickets, -

Sites associated with the American

B

left wing's adyance down Limelkiln
pikka, on the east side of Germantown,
in the battle, have alsowreceived con-
sideration, though ofticinl records are
obecure a8 to what took place when
this wing, under General Greene, es-|
sayed to attack the Brilish right wing..

It is known, thougly, that a light)
infantry regiment of thoe British wis)
attacked north of Haines street, To
commemorata this incident a boulder
with & tablet attachead will be placed
at the entrance to the National Cem-
stery, at Lilmekiln pike and Haines
sireet.

At the House of Prayer, an Episco-
pal church situated whers Limekiln
pilte terminated in Church lane, anoth-
er tablet will tell that British High-
landers and cavalry were encamped
nearby and some fighting occurred |

A boulder with a tablet is5 to be
placed in a triangular open space at
Church lane and Twenty-first sireet
to indicate the nearby site of a small|
redoubt at the right flank of the Brit-
-fuﬁ' line, Colonel Walter Stﬂ:m’a
tured this redoubt .In an kopetupus
charge that involved littls - hife.

——— - -
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JANES D. LAW DIES,
INVENTOR, AUTHOR

_ Suffers Relapse in Roxborough
' Home After Operation—At-
thority on Robert Burns

DEVISED MOVIE PROCESSES

_— |

James D. Law, author, invenlor of |
metion picture and still photography
processes and instruments, and author.
ity on the works of Robert Burge,
is dead today at his home, “Cloyer-
nook,” B, Summit av,, Roxboroughs

Mr. Law wad stricken suddenly fwo
weeks ago, and removed lo the Rox- |
borough Memorial Hogpital Margh &
He sppeared to rally after an r
tion, but death came suddenly last
night. He was sixty-five.

Mr. Law was born in the Scotfich
viliage of Lumsden, West Aberdsen.
ghive ,receiving his education in the
‘village schools and as assistant-facior
in an estets in Kinkarddineahire until
‘1886, when he married Agnes anl
‘emigrated to America.

Settling in Roxborough, a section of
_ Philadelphia about whose history he'
wrote much, Mr, Law hecame inter-
ested in the motion pictures, then in
thelr infancy, and was president of
' three of the smaller corporations be-
| fore his work on phofography began
demanding much of his time. [

With his son, Duff C., Mr, Law be-
| gan his experiments in the ecinems
process and five years ago announond
that he believed he and his son had
perfected a color process for still pho-
tography which capiured ecolors as
clearly as they could be viewed
throug’ camera “finder."” ‘

He was & contributor lo
magazines and mewspaperd,
the author of “Dreams o
‘"The Seashore of Bohemia," “Langni-
| tar—0ld and New,” “Here and Thers
in Two Hemispheree' and many &rtl:
cleg on Burne. Much of it was writlen
in “Clovernook,” which is on the high-
est point In Roxborough and m
quently the loftiest part of Ph .

phi y
his widow,

a.
Mr, Law is survived by
Duff, and %i;.ua ujt]he;- ag&g ang 1l Loy
daughters, see. « Miss Americ
stghh!'r']g ﬁgbert. 1. Roth and Mrs,
FEvelyn Ta, . 3
“L‘u}xrmml syer\'incs will be held at the
hame Friday afternoon at 1 o'cloclk.
——p

Br sy enp Codpastoase
Vnaa - 15 1928 %
JAMES D. LAW, AUTHOR AND .

MAN OF LETTERS, PASSES
AWAY

Mr. James D. Law, resident at Clo-
vernook, Upper Roxberough, died in
Memortal Hospital on Tuesday last,
following o very eritical operation
some davs ago. Mr Law was born in
Seotland, coming to America 42 years
ago. For 18 years hie has been a use-
ful and respected resident of our com-
munity aetive in numerous civic affairs
and actlvities that were timely for the
915t Ward's advancement and develop-
ment,

The deceased was president of the
Upper Roxborough Clvie Association
and a member of other Clvie and Colrx
munlty organizations.

James . Law held a notable place
in the field of literature, being the
atithor of more than two hundred

volumes, among them “Dreams at
Home,' “Here and There in Twa
fTemispheres” and a recently com-

pleted broghure on Roberk Burns, Most
of his works were written in the |
Scotch dialect. !

Funeral services from his late resi-
dence will be held tomorrow, Friday
afternoon, at 100 o'clock. Interment
will be in Harleigh Cemetery, Camden,
N. J.

i M an, 18— 112

Philadelphia has lost & progressive
citizen, and the Bobby Burns societies of
the wide world an ardent and whole-
hearted associate, in the death of James
D. Law, of Roxborough. Mr. Law was
noted for his inventions, especially in
color photography; but his reputation a8
a book collector and specialist in the lore
and literature of Scotland made him
widely known. He was, besides, a most
genial and likeable man—a credit to old
Scotia whence he came, and to the coun-
try and city of his adoption.
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History of Wissahickon |
. Grade Crossing Related
|Joseph S. Miles, Artist aad Historian Traces
Histora of Ridge Avenue Changes
from Earliest Times

“we are {ndebted to Joseph S, Miles, | [Diade such alterations as we judge con-

-'mm e, Wwhereby the Ascent will be grad-
. ]

These three petltions had the desired
effect and the road, from the base of |
the hill to Wissahickon station was laid
out ag it runs now and from this point,
up the long hill to Hermit lane. -

As before stated, when the Norris-
town Hranch of the Reading Raflroad
WA ppensd to Manayunk in 1834, a
dangerous grade crossing was created
at Wisaahickon Station. There has
been much agitstion in recent years
to ecircumvent this danger buf not un-

the secretary of the Wissahickon Valel venient in that Part of Manatawny

ley Historical Society, for the follow-

tng information concerning the old h.lxeﬂ

tory of Ridge avenue, at Wissahickon: |
The change In the Ridge Road, now |

Road—Beginning about ecightesn Per-
chea west of the Ford by Andrew Robe-
son's Mill--" ;
According to the directions and dis-
tances given and to subsequent events,
the ehange was not to mueh advantame

nearing completlon, ab Wunhicknn’ In taet, from the present lay of the

| Btation, calls to mind previous Changes jang, 1t would seer that it was owrse;
lin this road from the foot of the | oyrbing the hill, even more abruptly
fup to fermi A, _ | ihan, verbre, o de Aud o Bashalle
This Wil has been o difficult one to uvémua,- then @Gﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬁg' to the inter-
| negotiate since the Ridge was lald oub| googion of Sumae and Righter streets

n 1706 and when the Reading Rallrond’

passed through In 21834 a dangerous |
imdé crossing was made, which com-
bined to meke matters worse.

In the Maxrch sessions of Quarter Ses- |
sions Court in 1708 a petition of the
| inhabitants of Plymouth Township was
presented, praylug “the Honc
'Bench te grant them a common Cart-
| gay or Road to extend from Wissahick-
{fon Mills up inte Perkioming Creek at
| Edward Lane's and others.”

I “Wissahickon Mills” stood on the
southern bank of Wissahickon Oreek
[ gbowt where the ruflroad crosses it
Robe- |

1p_uw- and wns owned by Andrew
S0n.

| “Eaward Lane's’ was the Perklomen
| Bridge Hotel, bullt in 1701. It still
|stands a venerable and plcturesque old
nn.

| The Gourt sppointed Matthew Hol-
L gute, Thomas Stroud, Johannes Custis,
| John Redwitcher, Willlam Harmon, and
[ John Jacoh on the jury. 1
§. According to the directions and dis-
! tances given of the road s laid out by
'Thomas Fairmnn, the surveyor, at this,
time, it mounted the hill abruptly 1o
| the peint where the Wissahickon Sta-
tion now stands; then continued di-
rectly to the looation of the Wissahick-.
a uma:ywhere It swung enstwardly

ﬁﬁuﬁs streat approximately to Hermit
. Alongz these lines it continued until,
in 1723 “Divers of the Inhabitants of
the Township of Roxborough' sppealed
o the Court “representing that the
Great Road from the City of Philadel-

mia through Rexborough to Mana-
Tawng (as it runs over a great Hill and

Righter street and followed the line |

snd following the line off Righter street
approximately to Hermit lane.
| This course was followed for thirty
!ye_ﬁrs when in September of 1753 the
Court was petitioned by “divers of the
inhabitants of Roxborough, White-|
|marsh and Plymouth" stating “that
| your Petitioners labour under great in-
| convenience from the badness of part
of the Wissahickon Road, beginning ‘at
meropdnobmmn‘lmnmludms
through the land of Michael and Peter
Righter to the fcot of sald HUL" |
| The route proposed at this time fol-
]luwnd the base of the hill slong Wis-
Imhlckonmkuntll it reached the|
| stone stéps at Freeland avenue, then
'¢limbed the impossible hill at this
’pomt, continuing to the intersection of

Righter and Lauriston streets. Some

party of this course were betier than |

the old, but that part, at the place
where the Freeland avenue steps are
oW, wits worse.

‘At the December sessions a pefition
was read advising sgainst this altera-
tion, stating “that your Petitfoners con-|
\cetve the old Road better, nearer and
Qess injurious. Therefore pray to haye
the same reviewed in order lhat this]
Road returned may be dissnnuled and
‘the old Road continued.” .

‘8o the old roed continued for thirty
years more, when in June, 1788, three
petitions by the inhabitants of Rox-
borough Township were read, being all
of the same tenor, setting forth—"that
the Road leading from Philadelphis
northwestward through Reading to
Northumberland County is one of the
Grest Highways of the state, through
which the produce of the back coun-
tries is brought to the city, that in ita

through a deep Hollow) ls rendered
very incommodions to all travelers by
rerson of the ralns washing the same™
snd requested that it be viewed nngr

The Court appointed Anthony Mor=
 Robeson who reported that ‘we have

present passage through the Township
of Roxborough It passes over o Very,
isteep rocky hill called Van Deren HUI,
Iwhich is near or about three guariers
of a mile in its Ascent, which wenders

carting and iravelling very difficult,
‘that the said Hill may be ayolde '
taking the Road Tound the side of

til NWovember, 1926, were aparations
netunlly started to accomplish this.
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ROXBOROUGH

DECLARES A
HOLIDAY TO OPEN
NEW BRIDGE

City officials, business
| men and =mchool chil-
dren joined in the fes-
tivities marking the
elimination of the dan-
gerous grade crossing
| at Ridge avenue and
the Reading Railroad.
Above is a general
view of the scene. At
the left, on the speak-
ers’ stand, are Dr. J. F.
Strawinski, president
of Wissahickon Busi-
ness Men's Association,
and John S. Turner, of
the Twenty-first Ward
Civie Federation, who
made addresses
Ledaey Photos
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'E HAVE a pleasant weakness
‘here in Philadelphia for any-
thing conneeted with our
vy, and in this weakness lies
- strength. Lacking ambi-
e and industry it is impos-
ild anything very fine, so that
‘been givén a nice ideal by the
itanty in their unquestioned
sion of these gualities.
ahly we feel a particular and
pride in the University of

he Charity School of Philadelphia,”
through the vision and energy

one man's thought, which

I'the basis of most American
On September 7, 1725, there
in Scotland a child who was
iam Smith., Come to think of
- nanie of Smith denotes a
m, and this one was no ex-
rule! ¢
r the church, he came,
America in 1751 as tutor
men, and during his two
hing he ‘put upon paper
eas on the subject of edu-
pamphlet he sent to Dr.
in consequence was of-
- in the Aeademy and
I in Philadelphia, and in
~ the first provost, after
pdsed certain charters
iings, planned for
: All
p to

ania, which from its beginning,

rly settlers, the inspiration,
that it*1s today. Back of

construetive and sound that it

Pl (omd ofnd 31928
Tt Syl Womaron an Pluok Rl — Qusne fava .
“ Jlan mwmamwﬁv g o
,*S’M‘o ;-47 Mwm G(G‘U.M. ?,Cam aj,ﬂr-x_

Helen Hamilton Sims

(that the youth of the day must be
ready for any position in life’ which
they might choose. .

That he was most fearlcss in ex-
pressing any ovinien which he cherished
is very certain, and this was the cause,
in 1788, of his being thrown into jail
for several months, ewing to his having
assisted Jodge Moore, of Chester
county, in the preparation of a docu-
mient whigh attacked the peage poliey
of the Quaker assembly. During his
imprisonment his elasses eame to him
daily, and he carried on his Jectures as
though still under the college roof, The
good which came out of this evil was
the furtherance of his friendship with
Miss  Rebecea  Moore, who, through
visiting her father, felt sympathy for
his comrade in misfortune, as well, so
that after the two men were released

the marriage of the Provost to Miss'

Moore was celebrated.

Until lately I had always thought of
Dr, Smith as living ail his usefu! life
in what is called the Provost’s house, at
Fourth and Arch streets, before he re-
tired to his son's house, on the site of
the old Drexel Building, at Fifth and
Chestnut streets, where be finally died.
About 1773, however, he ocenpied for
the first time an estate at the Falls of

Schuylkill, which is still standing and

which must necessarily be of the great-
est interest to the City of Philadelphia,
“Smith’s Foily,” 45 it was most foft'e‘i_l_

calied, is near Indian Queen Lane

s.S 'E!;g
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Is It Wise to Preser\?e It --?

ings on this particalar piece of 1and! the
other two, because of their peculiar
shape, being known as the Hexagon
House and the Octagon House. :
The former, which is close to Quesn
T.ane, was for some years the home of
Tlorace W. Smith, while the latter was
the birthplace of the Pestalozzian sys-
tem of. education in° America. These
now famous theories were first brought
to this country.hy Joseph Neef, who
came to Philadelphia with William Me-
Clure, founder of the Academy of Nat-
urval Sciences. Mr. MeClure and a Mr.

Cabell, brother of the Governor of Vir-
lg!n_ia, were so0 impressed with Pesta-
L

zzi's methods that they not only paid
the passage of Mr. Neef to America,
hut maintained him while he was Jearn-
ing to speak English, . '
In 1808 Neef published a book
descriptive of the theories of his master,
stress being laid on personal contact
and observation in child training,
Specially, we find that there were ng
booles; slates and blackboards beir
medium used, but an eye-witness o
school states that the extent to i
vhale classes of these boys would
‘out mental arithmetic and solve m
matical problems without slate
pencil was truly wonderful aznd a
ishing. Hence our progressive ediea-
tion of today is, in reality, merel A
carrying out of those methods
prevailed in the emall house at the
f Schuylkill fn 1809!




while about the old house iteelf’ is &
large open spuace which may be entered
{from several sides, It would seem. to
Le & great opportunity to do something
specially fine with this interesting place
vinee as the only vacant interesting
ground in a growing community, and
lying as it does bezide the local school
it presents possibilities for preservation
and tremendous vsefulness.

The house is not greatly altered from
ite original lines and could, with little
trouble and no pgreat expense, be re-
turned to the charm of an carlier day,
so that I found myself thinking enthusi-
istically how perfect a combination it
vould be if the University should take
*non itself the restoration und upleep
¥% ‘the mansion, and the Fairmount
fark Commission join with the Play-
Frounds Associntion to make the sur-
rounding land a recreation center con-
nected with the school.

There is sufficient space [er tennis
courty and baseball or hockey fields,

while the few remaining tall trees shade
the original roadway, which leads into
the land from Queen Lane. The site of

| -

Joseph Neef’s sehool might be marked
by a pool o also, in memory of
‘this first sont ei Pestalozzian endeavor
in Ameries.

For seme years Richard Penn Smith
oecupied “Smith’s Folly,” and undovhbt-
¢dly drew inspiration for his plava, some
of which.we:e writlen for Forrest, from
the lovely view -which, because ol its
high situation, is =till part of the charm
of the place. During the oeeupancy of
the Falls by Washington's army, in
1777, the house was the headquarters
of General Slephens; of Virginia.
Charles F. Jenkinz mentions it in one
of his books also as the mamnsion in
whiech, during the yellow fever epidemic
in 1793, General Knox, Secretary of
War, and Oliver Wolcott, Jr., Aunditor
of the Treasury, administered their
duties.

Sinee, in these days, we think noth-
ing of transporviing, pleasing and his-
toric houses, stone by stone, for many
miles in order to preserve them, what
a tremendous chance this is to keep in-
tact a place of great interest without
changing in anyway its locality or
orviginality. And who can tell how goon
the march of sc-called “progress” will

Gilbert Stuart’s Portrait of Dr. William Smith

For whu:h the .subyect wa.s poaed atthe open window of “Smith's Fou% " through which arve
: The portrait of whw

Tty __Park.

_ ...l.'-.il

the vision, ba’aﬁce-#bd :‘In' 1
this first provest of our | Unitt

him seem to have had a clea;
standing of him, and T've read
where a tale of his colored s

who, finding Dr. Smith adm ﬂlﬁ
on
its

J

nmausclenm which at ene time at,o'ad-
the place, inquited something about
future vse.

“That's for me, Pompey,”™ tha (ﬁd
gentleman s2ifl; “just for mel™ 3

“Maybe that's vight, doctor” the
gorvant replied; “but I puess the dl{m
won't have no troub’e finding von, m
matter where vou is laid™

John Adame speaks of him as “eoﬂ‘,
polite, insinuating, adulaling, sensible,
learned, indusirious and indefatigable”
but as vou look at the wise, kind face il
Gilbert Stuart’s beautiful portrait g@ﬁ
are persistently struek with the hameo
und affection of his expression as he
sits by the open window of “Smith’s
Folly,” through which you may ck
see the soft green hills of Faivmount
and the river as it droys sofily over
the falls.

tkuasareprod
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« MOONLIGHT NIGHT AT LOVERS' LEAP™

WITH INDIAN DANCES

Auspices of The Wissahickon Valley Historical Society.

The first of a series of Historieal
and Fducational Hikes will be inau-
gurated next Friday night, March
30th, when a romantic hike will ter-
minate in the moonlight at the most
celebrated legendary spot in the Wis-
sahickon Valley, known to those fa-
miliar with the surroundings as
“LLOVERS' LEAP”

Those wishing to hear of the local
historical atmosphere, of Hermit's
Lane, The Plow Tavern, Hermit's
Glen, Peter Righter’s House, The
Hermitage and others will meet with
Mr. Joseph Miles at Ridge and Her-
mit Lane, 7.30 P. M. sharp, and Mr.
Miles, one of the best authorities on
local lore, will explain many interest-
ing features in the short hike to the
Old Indian Leap, of about one-half
mile.

At Lovers’ Leap, starting about
2.30 P. M., several short talks will be
given. Mr. J. Ellwood Barrett will
explain about the mysterious legends
of “The Leap;” Mr. Miles and Mr. A,
C. Chadwick, Jr., will recount some
historieal facts on “Indian Laore,” by
Major Thomas Martin, and Mr. James
K. Helms will explain the topography,
together with the facts of the Battle
at the Wissahickon Creek, in connec-
tion with the Battle of Germantown,
October 4, 1777.

INDIAN DANCES

After considering the surroundings,
dwing several moonlight hikes pre-
vimsly made, the committee decided
thit to properly make the evening

conplete and worth while, it would
benecessary to enlist the services of

the Boy Scout Indian Dancers, from
the local troops. To this end Eagle
Scout Albert Mason, a celebrated In-
dian Dancer, was consulted, and he

has arranged for the following Indian
Dances, starting at 9.00 P. 1\!.’5‘r

Tribal Prayer—Eagle Scout Albert
Mason,

Social Dance—Entire Tribe.

Sealp Dance—William Stafford and
John O'Brien.

Thunder Pipe—Mason, Stafford and
Joseph T. Hendren.

Lovers’ Leap can be reached by go-
ing back Hermit Lane to the Danger
Sign, and going to the Leap through
the path in the White Pine Grove, on
the Plateau. Boy Scouts will patrol
the route up until 8.30, and it can
be enjoyed by all, or if you eome up
the drive, turn up Hermit Lane to the
Danger Sign, and then walk through
the White Pines.

This event is to be held only in case
of nice clear weather; in case of
cloudy weather, it will be postponed
four weeks.

Feature by the President, Mr,
Cauffman

At Lovers’ Leap Mr. Stanley Hart
Cauffman, President of the Wissa-
hickon Valley Historical Society, will
preside, and will introduce a special
feature of his own selection, but worth
while. Mr. Cauffman is the writer of
a number of allegorical and historical
novels, and always shows a broad vis-
jon in his remarks. The Hiking Com-
mittee of the Society is comprised of
the following: James K. Helms, & &
Chadwick, Jr., and J. Ellwood Bar-
rett.

Series of Future Hikes Planned

Saturday afternoon, April 14th—Meet
Ridge and Leverington, 2.00 P. M,
Destination, Livezey House, Devil’s
Pool anid the Cregheim,

Saturday afternoon, April 28th—Meet
Ritdge and Shawmont, 2,00 P. M.
Destination, Wise's Mill Road, Val-
loy Green, Indian or Conncil Rock
and the upper Wissahickon.

Saturday afternoon, May 12th—DMeet
at new bridge, Manayunk, 1.30 P. M.
Destination, Levering’s Mill Road
and Merion Meeting House.

Saturday afternoon, June 9th—DMeet
at new bridge Manayunk, 1.30 P. M.
Destination, Flat Rock Tunnel and
Dam, and up the Mill Creek.

Saturday afternoon, June 23d—Meet
at Barren Hill Church, 2.00 P. M.
Destination, the Bubbling Springs
of Spring Mill.

Other events in which the society
will participate are:

150th Anniversary of Lafayette at
Barren Hill, at Barren Hill, Saturday
afternoon, May 19, 1928,

Riders’ and Drivers’ Day up the
Wissahickon, June 2, 1928,

Stanley Hart Cauffman, President.

Joseph 8. Miles, Seeretary.

J. Ellwood Barrett, Vice President.

Logan M, Dayton, Treasurer.

James K, Helms, Historian.

The Wissahickon Valley Historieal
Society: For the preserving of local
Historical Data, and Places, in Rox-
borough, Wissahickon, and Manayunk,
and the Wissahickon Valley.
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America’s First Golf Bug a
Philadelphian

The prowess of Dr. Benjamin Franklin
as a swimmer has often been commented
upon, but Philadelphia seems to have en-
tively forgotten what a keen advocate
and practitioner of athletic exercises it
had in Dr. Benjamin Rush, the eminent
Philadelphia physician of the eighteenth |
century. |

Dr. Rush not only weon distinction in |
|izis_ profession, for which he was famous
all through the Colonies, but—in the
language of The Providence Journal,
which has just brought 1o light the inter-
esting information—he “is entitied to
present-day veneration in all the country
clubs of America as the original pro-
moter of golf in this country,” It was
while he was professor of chemistry at
the College of Philadelphia, in 1192, says
The Journal, that Dr, Rush published a
hook entitled” “Sermons to leme
Upon Temperance and Exercise.” Inthat
work he gave first place to walking &s
a healthful exercise and swimming came
next, He also praised fencing, skating
and “the active plays of tennis, bowls,|
quoits and golf.” He then went on to
explain to his readers in pre—Revclution-i
ary America; |

Golf is an esercige which is much |

used by pgeftlemen in Scotlund. A
- large common in which there are sev-

eral little holea is chosen for the pur-

_pose. 1t is played with littie leather balls
| stuffed with feathers ‘angd with sticks
. made somewhat in the form of a bandy-

wicket. He who puts a ball into a glven

number of holes with the fewest strokes
gets the game.
~ Although his promotion of golf prob-
ably got no farther than the pages of
his hook, The Journal is correct in de-
claring that Dr. Rush was 100 years
ahead of his time, and that “if he could
Tevisit the earth today he would be sur-
prised at the extent 1o which golf has
[heen taken up.”” Dr. Rush was, in fact,
something more than a century ahead of
his time, for it was not until 1800, or
a year or two before that date, that goll
was first played in this country—at Shin-
necock Hills, Long Island. Dr, Rush's
native city of Philadelphia did not begin
to take an interest in the game until
1803, when a few tentative holes were
Jaid out on the grounds of the Phila-|
delphia Country Club at DPala, |

HMLE_’ ,P # ."‘?z'p

G’od'cy'; Lady's Book

F‘RANK GODEY'S death at the age
of eighty-four will revive memo-
ries, not only in the grandmothers, but
in men of the older generation who
first discovered the pleasures of read-
ing in the pages of Godey's Lady's
Book. Frank waa the son of Louis A,
Godey wh_t_!, in July, 1530, established
in Philadelphis the magazige which
E-I?Iau::;;m‘id 1;:0 eﬁfml.na & permanent
e erary dev

of ;th: hE{n%cg States, i e
date, two years Jess than a

century ago, the population of the
country was ehout one-tenth of what
it ig today. The vast nétwork of rail.
roads was not vetl in its lusty infanoy,

and packet boats. The reading puhlic
was limited by the ploneer conditions
away from the citles and towna of the
| Atlantic seaboard, Yet the navelty of
colored fashion plates, the Cirst dis-
tinguishing feature of Godey's Lady's
Book, goon attracted attention and
gained for the magazine as muph pop-
inulmﬂ:: muu!d- pqu dblo attainad
: ¥y Years ediatel -
ceding the Civil War, aff >
A cirtctxﬂaf.tun of 160,000 a maonth,
even  after eeveral rival riodicals
had entered the field alteslpe:'! the ex-
callence of Godey's, Tts appeal was by
no means solely dus to the colored
fashion plates, which are now enjov-
ing a new vogue throu the use of
the figures for decorations of fancy
lamp shades and other articles. The
jiterary tone of the magazie was
maintained at a high standard, and
wirtually all the famous writers of a
Ia_ter_day_ were encouraged by the hoss
¥é?$ty of Godey's to their earliest ef-

and trayel wasd by stage coach, canals

‘The roster of eontribulors included
‘Longfellow and Fdgar Allan  Poe,
Ofiver Wendell Holmves and Bayard
Taylor, Hmma Willard and Mrs,
‘Bigourngy, Washington Irving and
Thomas Buchanan Read, Harriet
‘Beecher Stowe mnd Marion Tariand,
and a host of distinguished persons
whose repufation was made in other
; lilerary purkuite, among them
Charloite Cushman, the fivst aotress
to be enshrined in the Hall of Fame,

After the death of the founder in
1878, the magazine rapidly declined and
| pagsed out of the con of the family
finally disappearing within ten years,
‘But its memary survives in connestion
with the ‘early flowering of native
American literature. y
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'Gn'ard’s Talk
--of the Day

. CHESTER Countian rises to give
me the command:

“Talk o us ahout the robber
Mm Jin Bayard Taylor's ‘Story of Ken-

'.Yen nover cin tell for eure about
@ hero in a novel, Perhaps Taylor
't mean  the WAYIRAD _ many
readers think he
?f%;k, if I}:}e hadi in almﬂ James Fﬁh:-—
f’ the orviginal was a corker.
:‘E’lut strapping  big blacksmith was
hester eounta and enlisted
|in Waxhln&ton! Army,

| ptinentals wera on
Long Iah itspatrick swam the
Prllw in old Walont Street Prison, then

ver and deserted. He was

ted a8 a soldier again in reward
SGaptain Tl again_dosested th
£ it sgain deser e
Americans and fought with the Brit-
h ndywine. the following
“he enjoyed raiding biz cid home
nnder proteclion of Red Coat

bl - =

tf’i' that ﬂemrada played no favs

' L orites and when the Britich de-

; Philadelphia, “Captuain
? deserted them,

lwaa hf.hen he begutisl-ne ':ln 01;‘1%2&:;

wayman, residin
ase. He led a Im‘::d of merry
‘mbhers and posed as king, ever po-

dies,
ht there he fall and fell hawl
was his undoing and she ecol-
300 cash for her endeavor,
'One evening in August, 150 years
afuw(laptuin itz went to the home
cAfes, near Castle Hoek,
wai
ri

demanded 150 pounds. While
for the mones—MeAfes belnﬁ
Whig—the rohber apologiz

. politest sl:yle to Mra. Rachel

f guest in the iwuﬂe.

Ty to disturb you mndame. said

esterﬁﬂd‘ un bandit.

i o =

BAZENLY puttm; on the boots|
and sword belonging to Captain

B lic.&l’ee. the bold “Captain Fits"

o m'ﬁ}"m
3‘3: mtéd Bes: lovor, who hid -
The t?::i' me gg:eib;u&l:d!r i
brother, in a last efort, after m:g‘;

lother trigls, salloped to Ph
o ap to rﬁx State ofmlhudelrhm
He made s mistake and went first

1o the Presidmt. He was told tp seek
4 repiieve divectly from s the Couneil
gitting in Independence Hall
hfe‘rhm:l:l alighg Lﬁhy cost his sister's
# e go e repriave, galloped
the fifteen miles to Chester in little
iore than an hour only to find hie

sister had been hanged ten
earlier, “ njuutes:
her,

Bfforts were mn
bl!i‘hmag: A de to revive

& brother a;mnt the remainder of
_hls life in complsu seclosion as u her-

al? 2/

Winding 1ts course along the tral]l of
the historiec Wissahickon, a moc! ‘ight
hike will be held next Friday evening,
May 4, under the auspices of the Wis-
sahickon Valley Historical Soelety.
The hike was originally planned for an’
earlier date but was poal;poncd owing
to rain.

Meeting ot Ridge Avenue and Her-
mit Lane at 7, the trail will lead down
to Lover's Leap, where short historic
talks will be given by J. Ellwood Bar-
rebt, vice president of the soctety; Jo-!
|seph Miles, A. C. Chadwick, Jr.. Major
Thomas Martin and James K. Helms,

Members of the Historieal Society
are invited to the outing of the Penn-
sylvania Botanical Society, Information
about which can be obtoined fram the
chalrman of the outing committee,
James K. Helms, or A. €. Chadwick
and J. Ellwood Barrett. The hike
planned “tor Saturday has been aban-

|.,45-5n ped to fasten the military trap-

F;"-w Gxgwu Mtﬁ;lfge I:md Mre,
; r pounced upen the highwsyman,
] ' & renowned batile, as both he

B B kobbes was pinloned and the
5 each got 8500 reward for their

v had vot in 1778 learned how
at the law by the emplofment
't lawyers to find loopheles in

&t &enad that thivty-throe
ﬂ\ Fitzputrick was
he was henged from a gal-
ed at the cross roads of
and  Middletown—then in
kirta of Chester.

B e s w

execution of a knave whe

MeAfee were gigantic and |

doned owlng to an unusual number of
activitles now underway In the soclety.

.|was one of the

lng' ﬁ fleat,

Bl %1727

mf Men and Things (

PHILADELFHIAN, .wborn , 100
A years ago today, dreamed all his
fe of voyaging across the At-
(lantie in a gas-filled airs ;
psedthsviumnotthodh'i les of
a present da
This was Prufeaanr Bamue] A. King,
whowubuminthaolﬂdhh'm
ohocksinle, on April 9, 1828, and who
die.d about fourteen years at
home on the Ridge road in myuk.
For over pixty years he was one of
the most active balloonisis in Ameries,
making nearly five hundred ascensions
in free balloons and almost as many

in captive craft. Although in the
suit of this occupation, which beem

5

R..

3

a profession as well as a hobby, he
visited all parts of the country and
(made ascensions in many cities, he
'always claimed Philadelphia as his
homa and made his [first l.nﬂ last
trips aloft in this city.

King's inlerest in seronautics w-.
muaed by reading Monck Mason's
count of Capiain Charles Green's

from London to Wailburg, Gﬂ-ﬂnﬁf-'
ene of the longest balloon trips
had been made up to the middie of the

In this city, Iy he had obsery-
ed the ucennm.rohnwm ‘ihe
intrepid Lancaster county Jonth who

dam trate the hﬁit}' f 2
0N o
ta:togrwmy b?d‘p ﬁ
Mnx ot ‘the omn

In the' s merul
tessormngm he e
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sid%
country fairs and carn-
ivals and on the ¥Fourth

of July. Shortly after

Bl CORMGIM R Birs. o ake Fourth

. - a e

of July ascensions here ms a part of

b Ty

Attraction

died, the old professor remarked

fray the cost of such ascensions he
was informed by “Squire” McMullen,
the Democratic léader of the Fourth

grd, that unless he would agree

er in all my life,” said
; for ¥ the annual balloon as-
 consion qn‘b; “Squive’* and his sky-
pllot was an event.
B Contamodal o e

» heighten
] that a few years before

' né?ma Donaldsey had under-
3 'mmmhﬁﬁuﬁc by this

¢ had a predecesgor
y actual ai?_omt. in Professor

e % fa~
mous - ohservatory in

uqﬁf__ml.an is mnmed-md

5 W o aw

vouth, who in  later

was
ed

2g25e
i

chariot in the

when he asked Councils to de-
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:
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‘taking. Forney assented good- =
iy, a.lgt'hough he did not altogether be-
Heve it was possible to malke the trip,
and under the heading of “Aerial Voy-
age Across the Ocean’ described the
plans and predicted what a stir it
would makse if it was accomplished.
“What a sensation,” he said, “he
would produce in Hngland, as,
ing along the Channel, he made’ pre-
parations to seftle down his aerlal

him dropping in among the French-
men at Paris.” “Why, our townsman,"
he retitarked, ‘‘would become more
justly renowned than did Captaln Roes
in his voyage to the North Pole or
| Lewis .and Clark or the ambitious
searcher safter the still mysterious
source of the Nile.” 4

It was always a contention of Wise
that the trip was practicable, his rea-
son for the belief being his fixed con-
viction, from his repeated observiations
alaft, that a constant and regular cur-
rent of air blew over the ocean from
west t0 east at a height of twelve
thousand feet, the velocity varyving
from twenty to sixty miles an hour
above and below that height. Caught
in that eurrent a balloon could not fail
to make the trip. But he was never
able to raise the funds for the attempt
until 1873,

. This was brought about through his
meeting with Washington Donaldson,
another Philadelphia aeronaut, who
in thirty-five years of ballooning, had
many thrilling adventures, Donaldson
wag born in this city in 1840, He first
‘attracted attention by walking across
|the Bchuylkill on a rope, relurning to
the middle and jumping into the

siream from a height of ninety feet.

In his youth he was a
Ponaldsen, pymnast, ventrilogulst
a Dare-Devil, and magician and when
Comes Along he took up ballooning,

were slong,
From the

heart of the great Lon-|

"dbn world—or, missing his, suppome|  Point

TFour years after that, Wise, mak-
ing mn ascension at Bt. Louls, was
elso swept out over Lake :

bers of th

' the Aeronautical £
this clty used to make ascensiol
siien, When Claude
in the glkies, &
White ecame to Philad
twenty years ago, for .
flights at Point Breeze,
arinn King, then *the Dean of .
‘| nauts,” was one of the first Phil
phians to go up in a plane.
——

take-off they had
and when they got tangled with
trees near New Canaan,
Donaldson and Ford jumped
but Lunt was injured and :
months later, Two years iater Dot
aldson, making an ascension at
cago, with a young reporter
Chicago “Evening Jom-:nnl.?‘-
ried over Lake Michigan and
drowned
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and Impersonal

T HEN 1 picked up my paper the
 other morning and read of the
somewhsat sudden death of ex-
Bmith T found myself one of
keenly aware of @ personal as
8 A clvic loss. Within the last
faw weeks I had renewed an old and
pleasant friendship with him which
game to me vie a freshman brother,
and, dating from my pigtail days,
g continued intermittently ever
Probably Dr. 8mith's outstand-
ing churacteristic wes his perféct sin-
8o that T was perhaps unduly
his letter of interest which
me after the appearance in
d™” of a description of the

h & memorial to him in the
@ statue somewhere on the
Perhaps it was & Dative
which made him so sctive
5 cause, for his own statue, from
hand of Dr. McKenzie, was un-
‘& few years ago, and despite
nearly two centuries which Igy

By HELEN HAMILTON SIMS

1 ‘hope of the future—I can-
not say how much Dr. Smith's scien-
tific knowledge was responsible for a
change which hes taken place In the
Towne Seclentific School, and which,
to the lay mind, sounds like a very
wise idea indeed. As nearly as T can
grasp the whole plan it is one for the
saving of time in preparation for that
particular  lifework, which you
buoyantly and hopefully choose for
some reason best known 1o yourself!
In the old days, the student who de-
cided on engineering, let us B8y, took
i course which during his four years
covered @ great many things that sent
thrills to his constructive finger tips
—and an equal number which bored
him beyond measure. The very natural
consequence was that really brilllant
work was slways belng dragged back
hynnondmonhmwthmmthm
despised but necessary subjects. Pour
or five years ago, the men at the top
put their heads together and evolved
4 scheme which seems to be the solu-
tion of the problem. The courss has

‘been changed, so that the sclentific

students take two years of ordinary
“college” course, during which time
their beloved cogs, wheels, electrons
or test tubes (depending on where

#

Henry, Judge J. Whitaker Thompson
and Frederic L. Bellard it may be as-
sumed that their findings will be far-
seeing and practical.

OO0 %
RANELY T must admit that
though I knew Dr. Smith had
been the muthar of some pro-
found books I had no idea he had
been such s prolific writer, and herein
must have been one of the reasons
for his bond with Provost \Willlam
Bmith, who could write on any sub-
Ject, and won his connection with the
University by his faclle pen. “The
Amerlcan Magazine, ora Monthly View
of the Polltical Btate of the British
Colonies,”" published in 1741, was his;
and wus filled with poems, scientific
articles, and treatises written by the
first provost, who had also a capaeity
for encouraging young men in thel
literary aspirations. BSince Nathaniel
Evans was one of these. perhaps the
plensant house on the blufl above the
Schuylkill was responsible for the
poet's lines which read:
"Often with care opprest I pen
sive stray :
Where Schuylkill winds her soli-
tary way. :
Beneath some mountain’s wild

romantic brow
Whose pendant cliffs aglarm the

very young and aching mas-
ent. There was s weslth of
snd understanding in the
g, & charming twinkle in his
told & funny story or two,
d & word to the youthful owner of
eforementioned pigtalls, which
lg her his friend for lite!
fe Had @ really rare and remarkable
g the ptudente who paesed
eye during the years of his
n with the University. from
he took the chalr of analytl-
ry in 1888, untll that re-
r when he went to the hospi-
‘2 “heavy cold.” T could not
struck with the unconscious
patd him by Dr. Penniman in
last sutumn, when he
13‘ Smith ue “our beloved
2 merging all sdmiration

to u heaven made up entirely of the
delectable part of their chosen pro-
fesslon—and here are two great points
which the University of Pennsylvaniy
hus demonstrated while the educa-
tlonal world sat by and watohed.

First, last autumn the Junlor oluss

of the school entered upon the year
for the first time in its history minus
# single conditlon; and second, those
would-be engineers, etc., who changed
thelr minds, deciding to be :

Peﬂ!)hadlostmtoumnment'sm
slnce two years of “college™ course
bpuparntlonihralmustmy future
they may feel more fitted for!

i at French, Latin, mathematics, ete., flood below

.. ﬂ";gmﬂm! mmmm which sre vital, but to the youthful I lay me down—t'indulge the
%0 1n the door of my brothers  Slngle-track mind, sre spparently fu- |, % I“”‘wyxg’h WL
‘8t the University Hospital where tlle. The two years past, they escape tion'a pow'r.”

SOC
O merit & medal must be guite
a8 pleasing as to receive one,
and among the half dozen or so0
that were awarded to Dr. Edgar .
Smith during his lifetime was the
Elllott Crossan medal of which this
year Henry Ford is to be one of the
reciplents in honor of his “inventive
ability.” The yearly award of the



The Lincoln Conspirators

Recollections of ALERED C. GiBsoN, 19 West Phil-Ellena Street, Mount
Airy, Philadelphia, Pa, sole survivor of those having official connection with
the imprisonment, trial and punishment of the prisoners.

*

Mr. Gibson in 1865, in the uniform Mr. Gibson in 1928, at the age of 79,
of A private soldier, consisting of dark s member of Ellis Post, No, , G A
hiug blouse and vest, with light blue of Germantown, which once had nearly
pant s, 700 an its roll, now but 21 remam.

Born April 24, 1849, in Muncy, Lycoming County, Pa, the son of Joseph Gibson,
wha enlisted in the 7151 Penna. Infantry, known as the "1st California Regiment,” com- '
manded by Col. E. 1. Baker, who was killed al Pall's Bluff, in Virginia, October 21,
1861, The mother of Alfred C. Gibson was Ellen Guffey Gibson, daunghter of Peter
Wendle, a eabinetmaker, and granddaughter of Daniel Buek, Tax Collector of Muncy
Township

Historian of the City History Society of Philadelphia, Director Germantown
Histarical Society (formerly the Site and Relic Seciety), member Historical Socicty of
Pennsylvania, life member of the Manufacturers’ Club, [ormer Director of the Trades
League, now the Chamber ol Commerce, member of the Socicty for Ethical Culture,
I.ycoming County Society oi Philadelphia, and a lilc member of Philo Lodge,
No. 444, I, & A M Fducated at the old Morris Grammar School on Palmer Street,
in Kensington and at the old Central High School, southeast corner of Nroad and Green
sireels, l’iiii;:a‘:r]{r!HLL.




The Assassination

President Lincoln was shot by John Wilkes Booth on the night of Good Tndav,
April 14, 1865, during the performance of Tom Taylor's play, “Our American Cousin,
given as a benefit to Miss Laura Keene, who had appeared about one thousand times
in the character of Florence Trenchard. When the shot was fired, some lines had just
left the lips of Harry Hawk, who was playing the part of Asa Trenchard. The cele-
brated actors, Joseph Jefferson and the elder Sothern, had both plaved in this piece with
Miss Keene, but were not in her company at Washington,

This was five days after Lee surrendered and exactly four yvears from the time our
flag had been hauled down from Fort Sumter. The tragedy oceurred in Ford's Theatre,
which was never a place of amusement thereafter, finally being purchased and used by
the government.

Jooth fled into Virginia and was overtaken south of the Rappahannock River, where
he was shot by Sergeant Poston Corbett during the attempt to capture him.

There had been a previous plan to kidnap the President and take him to Richmond,
which failed.

The eight prisoners who were in the abduction conspiracy and plot to assassinate
scveral heads of the government were tried by a military commission of nine officers,
one of them being Major General Wallace, who afterwards wrote “The Fair God,”
“Ben Hur” and “The Prince of India.” The proceedings were recorded by Benn Pitman,
of short-hand fame,

Clerk at Prison

When not vet 16, I enlisted as a filer in the 215th Pennsylvania Infantry, but soon
after my regiment reached the army in Virginia, at the suggestion of Lieutenant Colonel
Jones, who knew my {father in Norristown, I applied for and obtained a clerkship at the
headquarters of the Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, commanded by Major General
John F. Hartranit, also from NO]‘I’I‘-f:)\\"I'I and afterwards governor of Pennsylvania.

Soon after the assassination of Lincoln, General Hartranft was ordered to report
to General Hancock, another Norristown man, at Washington, to take command ol the
military prison in the old Penitentiary Building, on the Arsenal grounds, at the foot of
Four-and-a-half strecet, in which the conspirators were confined and where the trial
took place.

He took me with him in an army wagon from Fairfax Courthouse to Alexandria,
thence by boat to \\a-.hmglnn to act as his clerk at the prison.

Four sergeants, acting as turnkeys, gave me daily accounts of all that transpired
with the prisoners, of which I kept a record and wrote a report every morning for
General Hartranft to sign and forward to' General Hancock.

A clerk was necessary, but there was so little to do that 1 had to devise stunts for
amusement.

Sometimes I would pitch quoits with the prisoners, when they were allowed to take
exercise in the prison vard.

Then I plaved the fife, annoying his staff officers so much that the general
frequently gave me passes to go out and see the sights of Washington,

Conspirators Sentenced

After the trial commenced I found much to interest me in the court room.
Testimony began May 12 and ended June 14.

After arguments of counsel, the commission deliberated and pronounced sentences
June 30, the trial lasting seven weeks,

President Johinson gave his approval July 5, eight being convicted and four of them
were hanged on July 7.



Mre. Surratt, Payne, Atzerodt and Herold werc all hanged at one time, standing
in a row on two trap doors.

Arnold, O'Laughlin, Dr. Mudd and Spangler were sent to a fort on the Dry Tortu-
gas, an island off the coast ol Florida, for life, with the exception ol Spangler, who was
sentenced Lo six years.

Spangler was a scene-shifter at Ford's Theatre and failed to carry out his instruc-
tions to throw the audience in darkness by turning out the lights at the fatal moment.
He arranged the door of Lincoln’s box for the entrance of Booth and aided the latter
to escape through the rear of the theatre.

Dr. Mudd was shown to be in the conspiracy, and Booth, when in flight, went out
of his way to the doctor's residence in Virginia, to have his leg set, it being broken
when he jumped from resident Lincoln's box to the stage.

' Laughlin was to attack Grant, but General and Mrs, Grant left Washington
unexpectedly early that evening to see their children in Burlington, New Jersey. He
was a @enial individual and showed some affection for me by giving me a pair of gold
sleeve buttons just belore he was sent to his futnre residence.

Arnold wis out of the city the night of the assassination, but he was prominently
connected with Booth and the other conspirators i the abduction plot, having made a
confession regarding same.

A yellow fever epidemic broke out at the Dry Tortugas in 1867, during which
O'Taughlin died of the discase. Dr. Mudd rendered such efficient service during the
emergency that the officers recommended his pardon, which was granted in 186Y.

Arnold and Spangler also were pardoned the same year.

Herold, only 23 years old, spent much of his time with Booth, somewhat like an
errand boy, took part in the flight and was captured with Booth, when the latter was
shot.

Booth was buried under one of the lower ground-floor cclls of the Penitentiary

building at the Arsenal. In February, 1869, he was re-interred in Baltimore by his
brother, Edwin Booth, who never plaved in Washington after the tragedy and did not
rc-appear on the stage anywhere for nearly a year, when he was reccived with unstinted
applause.

At the Hanging
Atzerodt was delegated to kill Vice President Johnson, but made a mess of the job.

1 was in front of the scaffold at the execution and heard him mumble “Shentelmens,
take ware.” Evidently meaning, “Gentlemen, beware.”

When the four bodies were cut down, it devolved upon me Lo place hermetically-
sealed small glass vials, 1 had prepared, containing the name of each, in the proper
coffins.

Seyeral years later, when relatives obtained the bodies, T read in newspapers that
identification was made possible through the discovery of these vials,

Annie Surratt came to the prison and, after bidding her mother farewell, was taken
to my room on the third floor, just outside the prison door and lay sobbing on the bed.
Had she looked out the window of my room, che could have seen the execution, Some
years later, 1 heard of her living on Cherry street, in Philadelphia.

Mrs. Surratt’s Part

Oceasionally someone speaks of hanging an innocent woman, but those on the spot
had no doubt of Mrs. Surratt’s guilt.

Her house was shown to be the meeting place of the conspirators, led by Booth and
her son, John H. Surratt, and Payne, in hiding for three days after stabbing Secretary
Seward, was captured while entering the house without knowing it to be in possession
of government vificers, He was disguised as a laborer, with a pick on his shoulder, and,

when questioned, said Mrs. Surratt had sent for him to see about digging a gutter,




It was brought out at the trial that Mrs, Surratt went to a tavern in Surrattaville,
twelve miles south of Washington, owned .md formerly kept by her, but leased in 1864
to John M. Lloyd, and left Booth's field glasses, on the afternoon of the murder, with
Lloyd, telling him to have them ready that night with some whisky and two carbines
that had been left on a previous occasicn by John H. Surratt, Herold and Atzerodt.
Booth and Herold, while escaping on horseback from Washington, called that night
and reccived the ficld glasses, whisky and carbines rom Lloyd,

And it was shown that Booth furnished the money to hire the horse and buggy
Mrs. Surratt used that afternoon.

John H. Suarratt, co-master of ceremonics with Booth, was giving directions to the
conspirators on Good Friday and fled that night for Canada. About Jung, 1866, he was
located as a Papal Zouave in ltaly, arrested, Mcapt‘d and re-capturced in Egvpt. He was
placed on trial June 10, 1867, in a civil court in Washington, but two months later the
jury could not agree, bcmg about equally divided. Tle was flinally discharged June
22, 1868.

Ordered Grant to Stop Smoking

General Grant returned hurriedly to Washington the morning after the assassina-
tion. He was a witness at the trial of the cight conspirators and, while waiting to be
called, sometimes came out of the stuffy courtroom to walk in the corridor, upon which
the door of my room opened.

On one oceasion he lit a pipe and it became the duty of the 16-year-old clerk from
Philadelphia to jauntily saunter up Lo the ex- -tanncr of Galena who had commanded a
million men, and politely call his attention to a “no smoking” notice that General Hart-
ranlt had m'structed thr‘ youth to place on the wall !*'cplatmng to him that 1t was
dangerous to smoke in the Arsenal, he empricd his pipe, put it in his pocket, and
indulged in the sedative weed elsewhere during his attendance at the military court.

Many of the evenis of my nearly [our months sojourn in Washington appeared to
me at the time to be mere every-day matter-of-fact occurrences, but they scem to be
listened to with some interest, after the lapsc of sixty-three years, by people of today.

Several parties have written to me that relatives of theirs had charge of the execu-
tion, and | deem it advisable to correct such erroneous impressions. Captain (after-
wards Lieutenant Colonel) Christian Rath, of General Hartranit's staff, happened to be
Officer of the Day at the time of the hanging and the details were thercefore under his
immediate supervision. [ had some interesting correspondence with Colonel Rath, prior
to his death in February, 1920, at 503 High Street East, Jackson, Michigan.

After the Trial

I never saw my regiment again after leaving the Army of the Potomac in that army
wagon,

When the Penitentiary job ended, having a desire to remain in the capital, General
Hartranft arranged for me to go to the headquarters of General Auger, who was in
command of the city.

The regiment was mustered out at Fort Delaware early in August, 1865, and [
received my honorable discharge and extra clerkship pin money a few days later at
Washington.

April 24, 1928
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