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Glﬂ%ester and was one of the "Pirst Council Propriztors of West (??‘
Jersay®, in 1687.

On June 15th 1685 he purchased from Thomas Rudyard 5000 aeres
of land in Pennsy<vania, and in 1690 removed to Philad=lphia, and in
1693 becam= a member of the Governor's Counecil,

In 1691 Robert Turner sold to Robeson and Saunders the remaining
449% acres of Sumac Park,

Andrew Robeson 8r diad in 1694, he, his wife, and son Samuel
were all buried in the Friends' Burying Ground at 3rd and Arch streets,
alth .ugh they were not Frisnds,

In 1696 Samuel Robeson, executor for his father, sold his half
inter=st in the 200 acres of western Sumac park and the mills to his
cousin, Andrew Roneson 2nd. The 300 acr=es of the eastern section were
sold to Joseph and Benjamin llgrgan, In 1703, gara Saunders , widow,
wished to sell her half interest in the 200 acres and mills to Andrew
Robeson 2nd, but the Court decided that the 8 aner=s at the mouth of
the Wissahiekon could not be divided, so she retained her half interest
in the 8 acr=2s, but sold another 96 acr=s to Andrew Robeson 2nd, At
this date a2 corn mill and saw mill were mentioned as "The Wissahjckon
¥illse.

Of the 28 Colonial mills erectad on the Wissshickon and its
branches in Roxborough and Germantown Townships, but one building
remains today, and that is the fanous mill built on the abovs mentiaed
8 aeres ot land at the c¢confluence of the Schuylkill rivsr and the
V¥issshiekon Creek,

This mill was built before 1733 and then called "the Wissahickon
grist and Bolting 171ill", but before 1748 it becama known as “The
Roxborough 11ill%, From 1703 until 1748, the 8 acr=s were owned jointly
by thie heirs of Andr=w Rob=son 2nd, and Charles Saunders. The mill is
first mentionad in the will of Willian Saunders in 1733 *a grist mill--
two pair of stones undar on2 roff--nam=d the Wissahickon Hills, eracted
on 8 acres of land". In 1748 thes mill was rented to Thomas Tilberry,

In a deed of 1752 an intaresting of th2 Roxborough 11411, now
Coldpy Castlas, the headugrters of the phil .delphia Canoe Club. It
said "A cer#ain water corn, or g8rist mill, (being two grist mills
with two pairs of stones under one roof) somatimes called Wissahickon
Mills, now Roxboro mills, Which 8 aer=s of land, with consent of
former owner, was l=2ft for necezsary use of the gsaid mills, messuagesg
stebles, mill house, bolting mills, buildings and impypovements,
thereon erscted, dam banks, watsr courses, mill race to said mills,
also half an acre on west side of dam of daid mills, to take away
enouzh sand and rock to repair said mill dam or dams,®

At this time there were no roads lz2ading into the hidden valley
of the Wissahickon; a gr=at mass of rock formed a na'ural dam just
above what i3 now Ridge avenue. A mill race, over 500 f=et long
garried the water from the dam through the mill and enptied into the
Wissahickon n=2ar the Schuylkill river,

The part of the mill that contained the watar wheel is now a large
cellar-like stone room under the first floor of the ganoes Club. Bven
in the last fa2w yoars the watzrs of the Wissahickon have risen abova
the top of the wheel room, From the c¢lub house porch at low watsr,
ean b2 see a stone in thes middls of the ereek that mxxkwmit is marked
with a cirele, Tradition states that this stone was so marked by
th= Indians to indizate that Mishing was very good in this vieinity,

Ib 1755 Hohn Vandaren purchassd the mill and 8 acres,

A, C, Chadwick, Jr., editor of The Suburban press, and historian
of the Wissahickon vValley Historical Society, says: "Thers is a legend
connactd with this mill. A ceratina Poane, and his seven brothers,
the dutlaws who terrorized the inhabitants of Philadelphia and Jont-
gomary Countiss by their defdpredations, were siad to have used the old
building as a rendezvous."

And verses, penn=d by the same editor and historian, go on to say:
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Sumsc Park, a 500 acre tract of land was the southern part of
ekeven division of land granted to the first settlers of Roxborough
Township.

Robert Turner, a Quaker, native of Cambridge, England, later a
"linen draper", of Reidfast, Ireland, was with William penn and oth=s
one of the Proprietors of 2 Province of Bast New Jersey, in February
of 1681-.82,

"William Penn by ye zrace of God and King, Propristor of the pro-
vince of Pennsykvania, 20th day of the first month 1684"® granted to
Robert Turner, 500 acres of land callsd "Sumac Park® in penntg Janor
of Springettsbury(now Roxborough) at a y=2arly rental of i shilling for
cach xmxxx 100 acres,

A street in this section maxx is now named Sumac street, and the
sumach tree grows profusely on the hills above the Wissahickon,

Robert Turner was also a part owner, in 1690, of William Ritten-
houseds first paper mill in America,

On June 19th 1686, Robert Turner lz2ased for 301 years, 5035 aeres
along the Wissahickon to Joshua Tittery, a broad-glass maker, and
Richard Townsend, a millwright, latzs of Iondon; the partners agreeing
to build mills and improve the proparty,

Ri chard Townsend embarked for pennsylvania in the "Welecome®, with
William Penn, and stated that he brouzht with him the material for a
grist mill, all ready to =2rect, and also mill stones,

The grist mill, saw mill and dwelling were erected before 1686
and in 1689 they ars mentioned in a deed of that year when the new
owners sold a third interest in the mill 4ed land to John Tysack, a
broad-glags maker of London,

The grist mill, with three pair of stones under one roof was to
the southh of the Wissahickon Cr2ek, about where “Barnett's Gardenw
of 1938 stand, and mark=4 "Flour Mill" on the accompanying map,and
the saw mill was on the north. (Where the gas station at the foot
of Wissahickon Hill is now located). In 1690 and 91 the several
partners sold th=s two mills and land to Andrew Rob=eson, Sr.; of West
Yew Jersey and Charles Saunders, a millwright,

Ad the Rob=2son family for ovar 150 years owned the mills and the
Robeson Mansion(Barnett's Garden) on Ridge avenue, their biography is
of interest,

Andraw Rob=son Sr., with his wife, Blizabeth, and nephew, Andrew,
2nd, arrived in West New Jersey in 1676, In this same y=ar William
Penn conveyed to him one share of the Proprietary rights in West
Jersey, Robeson is mentioned in the dezd as "the late xmxsikxrk Longon
merchant, now of Clonmellin, Ireland®,

In 1699 the heirs of Andresw Robeson Sr geft most of estate
to his two brothers, Thoma and David, in th® Kingdom of Scotland, so0o &t
is probable that the Robesons were originally of 8coteh ancestry.

In 1676, Andrsw Robeson Sr was surveyor General of West Jersey,
and ip 1687 was appointed one of three surveyors tuc lay out thes line
dividing Bast Jersey from West Jersey, He gettl=d in the County of




horseback from Philadelphia through Ridge road to NoWf#istown. They f;'
were entertained at the Robeson Mansion, and in his diary the Duke gave
the first aceount w€ have of the falls of the Wissahickon, as it was Xkl
befores 1826, when a great mass of roek was removed where the Reading
Railroad bridge now erosses the Creek, The diary reads:. "the Wissa-
hickon flows between hills which are high a»d cover=d with wood, A fine
waterfall of about 7 or 8 feet, and as broad as the bed of the riwvulet
suppies Robeson's mills with more water than would be regquired for
running many nore mills,

"Tne banks of the r¥vulet bear a wild and romantic appearance, und
the brook meanders in the most beautffiul manner through the woods and
rocks, foram a grand yet gloomy prospect, which catehes and delights
the aye, and disposes the mind to pensive reflsction,

"Roebzon's estate consists of 250 acr=g; four oxen and two horses
do the work of the farm, He is a skill=d miller,

"The water from the Wissahickon turns 25 other mills before it
reaches Robeson's. The mill has three separate mills, tw for nmanufactufe
ing and one for the publie, He grinds y=arly 45 to 50 thousand bushels
of corn which is procured from Wirginia, New York and some fron
Pennsylvania, The mill will hold 10,000 bushels of corn. 8ix horses
are continually employed in earrying meal to philadelphia and bring-
ing back corn in return., T™e watsr of the Wissahickon is never frozen
nor do:s the mill ever cease working,"

The water that ran the mill was carri=d by a mill race that ran
from the d=m that is several hundrad f=2t above the one at Ridge road.
In 1832 Fanny Kemble, the actrass, wrote of her liorsebac. rides
alorg the Wissahkekon, and of tiiz great besauty of the mill, dam, bridge
ete, "I stonped for a long time oppisite the Wissaliickon Creek, The

séone bridge with its great arch, mingled with the rough blocks of
rock on which it rests , the sheet of foaming watsr falling like a
curtain of gold over the dmsm among the dark stonss below, on whose
brown sides the ruddy sunlight and glittering watsr fell lika
gplinters of light, The bright 2ich tufted cedars breaking in the
warm glow, the picturesque mill, th=2 smooth open field, along

whose sides the river waters, after receiving this child of the
mountains into the bosom, wound deep and bright and still, the whole
radiant with the sofesti lisht I ever beheld, formed a most enchantirg
and serene subject of econtemplation,®

The bridge she describes must have been the Ridge avenue bridge,
ag the railroad bridge was not coiasne=d until 1833, and the dan
was not the artificial one we see today,

'eter Robeson's brother, Jonathan, and his father, Jonathan
Robeson, were all mambers of the Friends' Heeting, Upon the death of
Jonathan, his brother, Peter purchas<d his half interest in mills
and lands,

In the 2arly 1800'3 peter Robeson built and gave to his son,

Andrew 4th, as a wedding presenr, "rilverton® a doudie dwelling with
large central hall, surrounded with unusually fine trees, It was
afterward iknown as Riverside Jfansion, a pubdlic hostelry,

Pet2r Robeson marrisd first, wartha Livezey, daughter of Thomas
Iivazey, of "Glen Tern", now th= home of the vallsey green canoe Club.
His second marriage was with RBlizabetn Jicath, also Xm of the Livezey
family, RBlizabeth was an able pre-cher in the Friénds' Meeting,

Peter Robeson died on November 9th 1833, and willed his mills
and land to hies sons, Andrew 4th and Jonathan,

Andrew Robeson 4th settled in New Bedford, Mass., and was a
manufacturae of cotton goods and zsonnzct=d with the whaling industry.
His sister, Catharine, marri-d Dr. John lipore; a sistsr moaxiomnixx
garah, marriad Joseph Lee; and his Aunt Jargaret married caleb Lownes;
and ths daughter of the Lees married george lUinster, The Lees lived
at "Milverton" (Riverside jfansion) until 1845; and the Minsters
dwell=d there until 1880, Aftsr the death of Peter Robzesong the
lownes' lived in the Robeson liansion. (Barnet t's Garden)




Mills, 4'.

Judge Andeew Robeson 2nd, and his wife, attended the Swedish Churd.
He di=d in 1719 and was buried in the churchyard of th gwedish church
of 8t. Gabrielt's , near Douglassville, Pa.

In 1706 a primitive road was laid out from Robeson's Hills to
Philadelphia, Tollowing an old ¥#k Indian trail,

Andr=w Robeson, 2nd, willed his Sumac park land the the mills of
Roxborough Milling and Bolting Company to his eldest son, Andrew 3rd,
who lived from 1686 until 1740, The latter married Magdalen Rudman,
the daugiiter of Rev., Amdr2w Rudman, the first minister of Swede's
Gloria Dei Churech,

The h=2irs of Andrew Robeson 3rd, in 1752 sold the Wissahickon Grist
mill and saw mills, also the Roxborough Mills to Henry sShellenberg. In
1755 John Vandaren bougant the thr=:e mills and added considsrably to the
2state by purchasing adjoining properties,

Befors 1772 NWichol:e Rittenhiouse and he owned jointly thanyew
Mill®(bz2low Hermit lane). In 1783 Ri ttenhouse sold his half interest
to Vandaren---37 aeres. corm or griest mill, bolting mills, mill dum,ete.
T™his mill was on the original Sumac Park tract and stood on the zi te of
the latar NMaple Springs Hotel, in 1794 uichael(?) Rittenhouse being the
sole ownesr,

An important enagment betwz2en th2 american and Hessian troops took
place at the Ridge avenue 2nd of ths Wissahickon, near th= vandaren
Mills, during th- Battle of Germantown, on Q¢ tober 4th 1777,

Captain Bwald , of the Hessian forces, gave the following account
of the engagement;® The alarm of Tashington's approach having Dbsen
given, a battal.on of German Jagers was hurried to the bridge over the
Wiscahickon, The Jager Corps was attacked by 4000 men with four 6
pounders ( General John Smstrong's account states the Ameri cans
only numbsred 1500 men and two field pieces) Ewald goes on" So the
corps was forded to leave the bridge, but took position on the hill
opposits, and defended this post wifh its rifles against the repeated
attempts of the enamey to force it, The eneny's momax four cannon
played constantly on the Jagers, while our 3 pounders could not reach
the enenmy, Meantime firing mxaxxat becam=z genzral and very strong on
the right wing, until about nine o2clock (a.m.) when Lieutfenant
Gen=ral Knyphausen sent us word that the eneny's laft wing had been
beaten, Hereupon ILieutesnant Colonel Von Wurmb attacksd the xki bridge
again and drove the eneny both from there and from the opposite
heights, under a heavy fires, As th2 attack had been made through a
long defile the enemy had time to retire." (¥ _te position eof Hessian
redoubts in survey of 1850) The mills w2re consider=d of great
valus by the British army, and that thoir right wing was around Lukens
Mill on th= Whngohocking, =nd their lz2ft on the hills above vandarens
mill, is a coincidence, for both had be2n built by Richard Townsend
about 1686.

Before 1786 John Vandaren was the2 sol2 owner of four mills in
Sumac¢ Park; the Roxborougn Hill, the grist and saw mills on Ridge
road; and the "New " mill below Hermit lane, 1In this year he placed
a mortgage of 2500 pounds sterling on ths mills and 200 to 300 acres
of land with: Peter Care, the owner of the Honastery Mill, at Kitchen's
lane,

On June 6th 1798 the mills and lands .again cam2 into the possession
of the Rob=eson family.

At a sheriff's sale Petar and Jolinathan Robeson purchased the
fourteen adjoining pi=ces of property, in all 265 acres, for 5900
pounds sterling, suject to peger cere's nortgage reduced to 2000
pounds, The land included the westernf part of Sumac park, Falls of
Schuyikill in Northern Liberties, and 20 acr2g across the gSchiylkill
in Iower Merion Township, of what is now Xontgom:ry County,

Petzr and Jonathan Rob=son wer= the gr=at grandsons of Andrew
Robason 2nd, In 1795 the Duke de la Rochefouecalt, Lisncourt, a French-
man, and Cal2b Downes, a brofther-in-law of Peter Robescn, set out on




"COLONY CASTLIRE"

"Revelers gather within the walls
of a structure old in years,

vhich once vibrated with toilsome sounds,
tnd the crunch of meshing g=ars;

For the waters that pass 4it&.aged door
Were harnzsged to drive the wheals

For a miller, who ground this garnersd grain,
Or a wright with his tensiled st=zels,

"An anciasnt heap of stones, 'tis true,
But romantic tales are told

of events, e2nacted within its rooms
By men who were b®zxve and bold,

1t served , one time,ds=a hiding place
For a or2w of thievs, who plamed

To make the wealthy neighbors f=2ar
The Doane Boys outlaw band,

"And sometime later, the fishermen
0f the State in Schuylkill Club,
Assennbled under its fabled roof
And made the pils their hub.
And epicures, 'round the fa2stive board,
Were wont to eat their fill
Of fish, and fowl and viands rare,
In the old and vine-clad mill,

"Thougin many years have run their course
1t stands as though 'twas new,

In use by water-loving youths
Who Pply the light canoe,

‘Where Wissahicxon's spring-fed stream

Joins with the Schuylkill's flow,
0ld Colony Castle eongquers Tim=2
7hile mortals come and Zo."

Mr. Chadwick states that this mill was the first cut nail factory
in America, and also later the rolling mill of Amos Jones. In the
survey of 1850 it is ¢alled a Iogwood Mill,

In 1869 the mill and 8 acres were purchased by the city and are
now a part of Fairmount park, From 1877 to 13887 the famous "gtate in
Sechuylkill" founded in 1732, occupl :d the building before moving to
its pr=sent quarters at Andalusia, on th= Delaware River,

¥ow l=t us return to the Robeson Grist and Saw mills on Ridge
avenue,

Andrew Robeson 2nd (1654-1719) married in 1685 Mary Spencer, she B8
buried in Glewia Dei (0ld Swedes) churchyard, Philadelphia. Her husw
band had been Judge of Gloucestar County, ,West Jersey, in 1692, and
Chief Justice of Permsylvania from 1693 to 1699. After 1702 he lived
near the mills at Sumac Park, where h2 brought up his el2ven children.

He was a large landowner, purchasing more than 100 aer=s at tha
Falls of Schuylkill, Later on, this land wax became the sstate of Dpr.
William Smith, the first provost of the University of Pennsylvania;
on which was also the Fort St. pavid'g Fishing Cclub; Powers & Weizhtman's
great chemical manufacturing plant, and the world-fam=d John and James
Dobson taxtile mills,

In 1714 gmdprew® Robeson 2nd purdhassed 1500 acres or iron ore land
nzar Reading, in Berks County. His daughter, agdalena, married Thonas
sttxx Potts, and Andrew and his son-in-law help=d to promotes the
newly-develop=2d iron indugtry in that region, His son, Andrew 3rd, Tee
main=d in Roxborough, and continusd thes business of the wWissahickon




and secured to them by screw-bolts, This work has rendered the
bridge abundantly strong and a good coat of whitewash has inmrpoved
its appearance,

"Oon the afterncon of August 12th 1862 the bridge over the
Wissahickon Creek was entirely destroyed by fire. The bridge took
fire from the mill adjacent, known as Robeson's Mill., An arramgement
wae immediately mads with Mr., Stone for the erection of a trestle
work as a temporary bridge. The whole work was satisfactorily
completed in 13 daye; and in 19 days the trains were passing over
the bridge. Propocsals having been invited for the construction of an
iron bridge, The bids were few and exceedingly high (Civil war
times) qgwing to the increased price of iron and the present difficulty
of procuring it---and instead pass=d a resolution authorising the
erection of a substantial wooden one."

The present Philadelphia and Reading Railroad bridge was coimmenced
in 1872, and procedded therewith $o build a doubles track stone
railrgad bridge over the Wissahickon valley,

The bridge was completed in 1875, in time for the opening of the
Centennial Bxposition the following year,

In 19387 extensive repairs and renswals were made to the
bridee, including a conerete safety wall on each side of the roadbed,
and in 1932 the electrification of the line, including catenary
support on the kiksdxx bridge, were completed,

Iocally this bridge is ealled "The HFighbridgen and in his
manuscript "Songs of the Wissahickon", A. C® Chadwick, dedicated
theseverses to the structure;

Wen engineers and artists met
To raise a bridge of strengih and grace
On which iron horses; slaves of man;
Might to their destinations race,
They chose tc show their finest skill
Above the Wissahickon'g spume,
Tor there a giant causeway stands
Though its erector's in his tonpb,

Five arches, each of waulting length
Leap o'er the little riverts vale,
Te forma roadway, huge and strgng,
Sustaining on its floor, the rail
Which locompotives speed upon;
And beauty, too, is in each span
Vhieh causes passers-by to praise
The geniiis of the human clan,®

In "The Wissahickon Velley" by ¥, R, Brandt, he describes the
bridge as "A scene crowned by -a magnificient span of arches worthy of
a Roman eauseway,




This partnership of William Ri tterhouse, a practigal paper-maker, Ct
and William Bradford, the first printer, insured the infant industry
of success,

It was agreed that Bradford should each year receive a certain
quantity of writing, printing and blue paper for his execlusive use. In
1697 he was to have all the printing paper made for a pericd of ten
years at ten shillings per rean,

A quaint doggerel, by John Holmes in 1693, mentions the mill:

“The paper milliis here hard by
And makes good paper frequ=n tly,

“"Knd friends when thy old shift is rent
Let it to the paper mill be sent.,®

Also Richard Frame, printed by William Bradford, in 1692, said;

"Where lives High-German People and Iow Duteh,
Vihose trade in weaving linen-cloth is much
From linen rags, good paper dseth derive,

The first trade keeps the second trade alive,

#wi thout the first, the second eamnot be,
Therefore, mince they two can so well agree,
Also when on‘otr-backs it is well worn
Some of the same remmin ragged and torn,

"Bien of those rage our paper it is made,
Vhich in proeess of time doth waste and fade
So what comes from the Rarth, appeareth plain
The same in Time returns to Rarth again.®

About 1700 the paper mill was washed away by z great greshet. This
was during the second visit of William Penn to rhiladekphia. A certificate
in his haddwriting states that William Rittenhouse and Claus, his son,
part-owners of a paper mill, has sustained a very heavy loss by a
violent mxtumxm and sudden flood, which carridd away the said mill, with
considerable quanfity of paper, material and tools, whereby they
were reduced to great distress, and therefore it is recommended to such
persons as should be disposed to lend and to give the sufferers relief
and encouragement in their needful and commendable employment as they
were desirous to set up the paper mill again,

William Penn generously headed the list of subscribers with a
contribution of 25 pounds,

It is interesting to know that last month, August 24th 1933, ano ther
great and vieclent storm visited paper Mill Run and washed away the
bridge and conerste walls of the run, between the Rittenhpuse mikx
dwelling and where Mbll No, 7 once stood,

The paper mill was rebuilt in about the sam= location. An indenture
of 1705-06 states the other three partners sold out their interests in
the paper millmmix and 20 acres to William Ri ttenhouse gr,

William Ri ttenhouse Sr wae a preacher in the lennonite Chureh and
in 1701 was ordained the first Bishop of that faith in the Coldnies,

Ri ttenhiuse, during his life, sold a three-fuarter interest in
the mill to his son, Nicholas, and upon his deatl in 1708(he died
intestate) his son became the ole owner,

pavid Rittenhouse (the astronomer)wrote that "for the manufacturing
of paper in the mill they carriad rags in bags on the backs of horses
from School House lane, (earlier called Robeson'g Mill road) and returndd
the paper in hampers in the game mannser, The rage were brought from
Philadelphia in carts and the papar returned to the city."

The exact location of the first paper mill of 1690, and the gne
tjat replaced 1t about 1702 at the same place, is determined from the
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0ld deeds and surveys. It was buidt 330 feet above the present A
Ri ttenhouse dwelling along Lincoln Drive, on the opposite side of
Paper Mill Run, on a tract of land marked 94 acres on a survey
of William Rittenhouse 2nd (the oldest son of Nicholas Ri ttenhbuse
8r) made in 1772, This lot was southwest from the gGemantown Township
line, including Paper Mill Run, and the mouth of the little str=am
that runs from the south side xfx into Paper Mill Run, The first
paper mill was just below this juncture, about 115 feet, Above the
firet paper mill, west of the 94 acre lot, was an 8% acre plot
,arked "Jacob Rottenhouse" (1722-1811) Here was his paper mill No. 7
built before 1760. Yo the south of this, was a 14 and 1/4 acre tract
marked "Nicholas Ri ttemhouse®2nd® (1719-1787) upon which was erected
in 1707 the Rittenhouse dwellipg, There was never a paper mill on
this 14 and 1/4 acre lot; many writers claiming that the stable or
smoke-house near the Rittenhbuse dwelling as the first paper, but this
is not coreect,

Nicholas Rittenhouse Sr. (1666-1734) increased the production of
and the the quality of the paper manufactured, and both the "aAmerican
Weekley Mercury", of Philadelphia, 1719; and the "New York Gazette®
XR% 1725, were printed upon paper showing the watermark of Nicholas
Ri ttenhouse. We reproduce a tracing from the "fercury"--gne one sheet
of which was the elover leaf and on the other "K.R,"(Klaas Rittenhouse).
The other watermark is from Weeks' "History of papermakingn.

In the possession of the writer is a piece of paper marked "H, R."
(Henry Ri ttenhouse) who died in 1768, He must have had an interest in

ill Nos. 7 ami or 8 before he built ths Red covered bridge(Shurs
lane) grist mill(No. 9) in 1751,

Nicholas Rittenhouse Sr. died in 1734, willing the 20 acres and
old paper mill to his eldest son, William Rd ttenhouse Sxuik, 2nd,

William Ritterhouse 2nd (1691-1744) owneéd at different times over
220 acres of the Vickris and Jannet %racts,

In all deeds of transfer he calls himself a papermaker, as does
his son Jacob; the other three sons, Henry, Nicholas 2nd and XXRXXX
Abraham were also named papermakers until they buidt their grist millsg

Benjamin Franklin, diplomat, inventor, ambassador and holder of
many great honors and degrees, in his wills calls Himself simply
"pPrinter®, so these carly Ri ttenhouses in deeds and wills were proud
to state they were "papermakers©,

Before 1760 there were two paper mills on Paper Mill Run; the old
¥Mill No, 8 and the paper paper mill No 7, We suupose the old mill
became out of date, and the new more modern mill Yo 7, was built.

After the deathsrof Nicholas Rittenhguse Sr in 1734, the paper
mill or mills, were continusd by his son, William Rittenhouse 2nd, and
grandsons, Jacobd, Nicholas, Henry and Abraham, Jacob was the only one
who remained a papermaker; the watermarl used being the clover leaf
and "J.R." He was a member of the Minute Men of 1776; a generous
EERIXiRuxk contributor to the lfemmonite Church, and a prominent citizen.

On November 21lst 1760 William Rittenhouse 2nd sold to his sons,
Jacob and Abraham, 18 acres of land (old paper mill lot of 94 acres and
mill no 7 tract of 8% acres)

The old yearly interest on ground rent was 5 shillings and one
peppercorn and was to be paid to the heirs of Sanuel Carpenter, now,
for 28x 920 years,

The deed mentions the old paper mill and in several other place
"mills"”, They were also to have water rights of the two small str-ames
runring into the 94 acre lot and the privilege of eleaning out and keepbng
up the height of the water as it always hzd been, and when there was
more than enough water to run the mills xkmyx the owners below were
to have sufficient water to flood the meadows, The 18 acres were a
part of the original 20 acres,

In 1769 Jacob Ri ttenhouse was assessed for a paper mill and 30
acres; Abraham for a paper mill and 30 acres, In 1783 Jacobd axd for =
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paper mills and 31 acres, In 1785 Jacob and Abraham Ri ttenhpuse sold
the 9§ acres and old paper mill to William Ri tt enhpuse 3rd, but the
deed specified that Jacob was to resain the old paper mill with land
upon which was built, also privileges to pass and repass, right of
mill dam, mill race, also rights of two small streams running into
Paper Hill Run,

A deed of 1815 sthtes that the dam for XXX the mill was to the
‘northwest of where the two small streams ran into Paper Mill Run,

The illustration of "Dam of the Rit tenhPuse paper mkXxx Mill
Run, near Rittenhouse stret, in Roxnorough Township" was piblished in
Lockwood's Trade Journal,

Milis Nos. 7 and 8, and also Henry Dewees' plant were the only
paper mille in Roxborough or Germantown townships during the Revol-
ution, where there was such a great shortage of paper,

In July 1776 the papermakers of Philsdelphia County wro‘te the
Committee of Safety: " That if all the paper makers, masgsters, appren-
tices and journeymen within the ages aforesaid (16 to 50 years) should
now leave the trade and follow the camp, then all the paper nmills
in Philadelphia County, making the majority of the paper mills of
this continent must immediately be shut up and of course in a few
weeke the printing offices even cartridge paper would soon fail.,"

on August Sth 1776 the Continental Congress enacted the
following: The llonprable Congress having resolvad that the paper
makers in PennsylRvania de detainsd from proceeding with the Associators
to New Jersey, all offices of this State are required to pay strict
regard to same."

The American Philosph#ecal Society offered a prize of 25 xxumix
pounds sterling to the person who eollectad the greatest guanitity of
linen rags for the paper mills, in order to excite them to greater
diligence,

Jacob Ri ttenhouse died in 1811, withoutnissue, and Dnbeh and
Samuel Rittenlhivuse, sons of Jacob's broher, Abraham, inrherited the
mill, Enoch Rittenhouse died in 18556 and themill, or at least the mill
site, passed into the hands of pPeter Rittenhouse, his cousin, After
1880 the twanty acres were purchased by the Fairmount Park Commission.
We wonder if they stil. pay the heirs of Samuel Carpenter the yearly
rental of 5 shillings and one peppercidn on the old ground rent
for anpother 747 years?

Two other descendants of the first paper maker, Nartin and W,H.
Nixon, through their grandfather, Martin Rittenhiuse, were until
eanparatively recently, the owners of the largest paper mills in
ranayunk,

The "History of Paper Making in the United gtates", by L. H.
Weeks, gives and interesting account of the paper imduetry in the
first paper mill, and as it was in the United States in 1916,

"pAltogether there is an amazing comparison between the solitary
Ri ttenhouse Mill in 1690 worth a few hundred dollars, employing three
men, prdducing annually perhaps 1500 reams of paper, and supplying
only the needs of a small community, and, at the other end of the line
the great business of the 20th Century, The 700 establishments of 1916
with paper and pulp mills, represented an investment in capital of
more than $550,000,000; employing 1004000 persons; a daily capscity of
about 20,000 tons of paper, and ammually produced to the value of
nearly $350,000,000,"

The Rittenhouse dwelling, on Lincéln Drive, built by W. C. R.
(William and Claus Ri ttenhouse) in 1707 is still standing, and it was
there that David Rittenhouse was bo®n in April of 1732,

William Rit tenhiou e Sr. and Nicholas Ri ttenhousd gSr., lived and
died there} the latter in 1734, William Rittenhouse willed his entire
estate to his eldest son, William 2nd. (169}-1774)

In 1746 he sold the dwelling and 14 and 1/4 acres to his son Nichdlas




2nd and in i802 his son Martin purchased the same, but in these
deeds there is no mention of a mill on this lot,
' Af ter 1880 the Fairmount Park Commission purchased this land,
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THE RITTENHOUSHY MILLS. /—5
(Continued from gepte
7th 1933.)

In 1769 Philadelphia county included the present counties of
2y, Delaware and lfontgomery.

A tax list of that ysar recards 317 mills powered by water upon
the streams enptying into the gSehiuylkil' and Delaware rivers in the

old County of pPhiladelpiiia,

They were paper, saw, grist, flour, oil, fulling, and powder mills.
of these 169 were in Chaster which then included Delaware county; 96 in

ontgomsry; and 52 in the present Cadunty of Philadelphia,

As ve have already given the story of the first paper mill(No. 8)
we will now continue with the otliey four Rl ttenhoure }ills,

1111 No, 5 was the Wicholas Rittenipuse(gript/miii(2ad), built in
1746, It was on the east side of the Wiscahickon Creek on a long strlp
of land about 400 fee: above Hanry avenue and ermit lane,

On the opposite slde a great mase of Trocks and traes ascended
moYXe tihhan 200 feet, and mear the swmait overlooking fie ravine wag
thne great promontory known as “Iovers! Leap', of Indian supers tition and
Colonial tradition,

Beyond Ipowers' Leap was thz Hermit's Glen where ihe nmystics and
members of Johannes Kelpius' followers dwelt in the gquizt of thie Vi
forest prior to 1700,

On June 4th 1746 vwilliam Rittenhwuse 2nd, the grandson of tiie ¥Fifst
pPapermiuker, sold % his son Nicholas 2nd, papermaker, wlioc had married
Batharine Njice, 444 acres ot land bagimning at the Bwasd park line and
extending u» the Wisszulhiickon to include the mouth of Paper Hill Run, or
lonoshone Creek, In the same y=ar Nicholas Ri ttenho.se 2nd spgld a half
interest in 32 acres of this land to M. 0. Hogermeed, Sr., a8 wheelwiight
who built thes grist mill, and in 1787 he sold the mdll to his son,
artin, for 2000 pounds, In a survey of 1772 the mill is drawn in as a
3 story building with a mansard roof, It was the largest of the five
Rittenhouse mills at that time, Hieholas Ri ttenlipuse Jiill Road ran ifromn
neay the Rittenhouse dwelling , or Paper Mill Run, down tlhe oreek nearly
to the Sumac Park line, About 160 feet below this line was lill Ho.4
buiit by Nicholas Ri tternhuouse and Jonn Vanaaren in 1772, and called vthe
New illv, but the road diz mwor extend to this mill, In 1774 Lartin
Ritternhouse was taxed for a grist mill and 18 aeres of land, It may be
that he rented 1ill No, 7 that belong=d to his Uncle Jacob Riittenhouge,
a8 that mill was on an 18 acre tract, In 1797 Martin Rittenhouse sold
the mill to his brother, Nichelas, 3rd,

In 1865 Nicholas Rittenhivuse 3rd and other heirg sold Mill Ho.5 that
had been altered into a 3 story woolan factory with mansion and elgnt
tenant lhwouses and 9 meres =T land to garallh gGreenwood, In 1873 she spld
thhe mills and lands, which includad a burned factory, to the Palrmount
Park Comiission for ;;14:3,500)5. Oon June 20th 1872 thia Greenwood }fills
were conswasd by fire entsiling a loss of $20,000.

¥111l No, 6 was vduidst by William Ri ttenliouse 2nd besfore 1772, In
that year he sold the grist mill and 10 aorss of land on Paper Mill
Run to his sons Jacobd and Abraham Ri ttenlivuse, It watbelow tiie Ritten-
house dwelling and about 350 fest above Tis mouth of Papper 1ill Run,

In 1785 the brfthers sold ths mill to villiam Rittenhiiuse, wvith
wifte anne, and irn 1789 they sold to another William Rittevhouse with
wife jlargaret, « %

In 1811 Natthew I
made 1t a plant for making paper., The r=al owner was Philip H, Nickel;
g booksell=r, This was in }813,

on July 2nd 1853 James Jpord Jr., boldght the lo acres and mill, In
1864 he sold the factory and ousbuildings o Holmes Xumiek Aramidown, oY
Ammerdown, of ljew York City, for §75,000, The next year it passed %o
M. H, Amnidown, or Ammerdeown,with all the fuctoriess, buildings and
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tenements, In 1872 the Fairmount Park Commission purchaced the mill
nd land for {plli‘),OOO.

Mill No 7 wes a paper millon the 8} acres just across the Paper
Milli Run from the Rittenhouse dwelling,

t was sold by ‘illl..,l Rittenhiuse 2nd, tw his sore Jacob and
Abraham on November 218t 1760,

In 1772 Jacob was the sole ownery, He lived to be nemly 90 years
ot age and di=sd in 1811 witlioutniassue, He willed the mill to Bnoeh and
samuel, the sons of his brorxher Abraham Rittenhiuse, It is said that Bhe
mill xuﬂ rented at one time by Jacob liarkle, a paper msker, who had
marrie:z the widow of Isaac Rittenhouse, a ather of Jacpb's,

In 1865 Enoch willad the mill then a woolen factory(rented to
Alexander 1'¢cKell and RBros) to Peter , a son of Lils cousin peter Rittenw
house,

An o0il painting sliows the mill a 2 stlry structure with mansard
roof as it was before besing demolbshed by ths Park Commision, &after
they purchased it in 1891,

i1l Yo, 9 dia the Henry Rittenmouse (son of William 2nd) zrist mill
on this Wissahickon near the old j.t._n.‘o.zsa Lme(?nurs lane( red covered
bridge , since replaced by the present Blue Stone Bridge,

The mill was built in 2761, bus before this date he is mentioned

& papermaker; He 11-:d a wife, Jmary, a d 8ix children, The datzstone of
this mill, now in the Germantown Historicsl Society, Yeads:; "Built in
1754, enlarged in l?c? rebuilt by 'inu,l 8 Rittenhpuse 1859w, In 1768
a ro;q was contirmed tro..iewrj Ritta -iouse'g mill joinigg tiie Holgate
i1l road then up the hill to Roxborough, later the road is named
Abraham Ritterhouce mIll road,

Henry Rittaniouse died in 1763 and in 1769 hie estate was tamed
for a grist mill and 33 acres; also in 1783 tTor the same mill and 30
aorés, After the latter datz the mill was seld fto his brother, Abrhhan,
(1723=1815) who ldved to be 92 y=ars of age, Hewilled itihe mill to lis
3 sons, the eldsgt, Enoch, purchasad thie gharesg of lls two or.thers.
Bnoch left the mill to his son ¥icholas 4th, who rebuilt the mill,

Tlie red covered bridge withh thie dame ‘onlow , the o0ld mill with the
dwaliing just across mxzroad, mude a very attractive scene. We lave
gevan illustrations of thie tion.

The Park Commaisslon pur :.J,,Q.FH the mill and 26 acres for $46,000 in
1873,

A, C. Chadwick, Jr., editor of The suburban Press lindly loaned me
hig very interssting copy of "The Riversons®, by R, S. J. Bunstead
published in 1892, It is an o0ld time love romance describing Mill Ho. 9,
the neuxruy Rittenhouse dwelling and the red covered bridge as they were
in 1845,

A grezst many Roxboroupgh faniliesg are introduced and thieir amusemnents,
pleasures and trials zre told in a most interzsting manner,

A young Tirl wyarion Riverson", presunabdly a Rittenhouse, lives
irn the house near tioe mill, ghe is the axplmpxafng grand daugihiter of
¢ol. Riverson (Rittenhouse) he former owner of tire mill, Upon the
death of the grandfather it was disgoverad that he had left hiis faumily

Lo
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with a vary small ssbate, It was }cnown,;mo\wvﬁr, that late in life he Bad
sold gaveral large properties, the retirn for which svould not be found
in his estets, gne chapter is en tilled wjmridon Finds ~ re Bold and

wuli

4 lIover', Bhe is a sonnan ist and 1n the morning upon awakening she
finde in her pocket severasl gold piecaes, MTiis occurs guite often and
to stop tiie gossip of evil minded persons wlo suggest that sliz obtains
the money dishonestly, her fiance follows her, ss she l:aves liome a2t
midright. Harion enters the old mill and descending to the lower floor
remove 8 stone in the wall and takess out a handful of gold and places
them in her pozket, replaces the stone and refurne lome--adl while
souné as l:t:-p,

In the morning on, ner family, and the lover €5 down to the
mill and digcover :‘-ue ..;m:. 8 pl ce of the Qolonel's 20,000 dollars in
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Mill No. 10: Holgate Fulling yill and Gorgas! lonastery

1ave givean so far the history of the first nine mills on
Wissahickon and Paper Mill Run, We will now continue with
Nos. 10 and 11,

Holgate's Fulling 17ill( about 1700) No. 10

Jolm Jannett, one of the original =leven purchasers from
William Penn in his Jjanor of npringettsbury (now Roxborough)
purchased 200 aeress of land in 1683, which wag patented to
him in 168b6,

The tract adjoined the Vickris plot on thie north and extended
from the 1Lhuylkill river to the Germantown line(Wissahnickon
avenue). The Wissabhickon Creek ran dhgut 1250 feet through the
property, the southern line crossing tlie strseam about 750 feet
above the present Blue Stone Bridge,

On the 1l6th Day, &'d month, 1698 Jannett sold the 200 acres
to Jtatthew Holgate. Holgate dame from Ingland and sailed on
the “"Rebecca", of Iiverpool, and arrived in philadelpliia, 3lst
day, 8th month, 1685, with his daughter, lfary, ghort 1J afterxr
arriving he erected a fulling mill said to vz the {irst in
Pennsylvania, on th= west bank of the Wissahickon, below where
the present Walnut lane bridge spans the creek. In a survey of
1792 the mill is daawn as a two=story bullding with peaked
roof,

A fulling mill is one wiere wool is sent Lo be cleansed
from oil and gre=zce,

The Holgates were for four generations (Matthew 8r., la tthew Jr.,
Jolin and William) ownsrs of Tfulling mills on the Wissahickon and
Creshein cresks,

In 1729 Mat ﬁhaw Holgate 8Sr,, conveyed 100 acres and the
mill to his son, Hatthew Jr. In 1729 a pstition was presented
to the gourt asking for the confirmation ¢f a road passing tie
mill, "There hae been Tor many y<ars a road leading from Riadge
road over a ford on thhe Wissahickon , called liolgate's Pord,
running up over the hills to Germantown, The said road by long
exparience has besen found very convenient and necessary to said
imhavitants.® Again in 1768, "road over Wissahickon o Holgate
and gnyder's Fulling and Leather 1ill, through Holgate'es land and
road leading to Henry Ritterliouseds Mill fto Roxboroughv.

Part of therruins of the mill were still standing in 1760, ahd
at this pexXm® point once c¢rossed a much used Youd which was at
tiiat time a dirzct highway betwsen lJew York and Baltimore, Trszces
of i' can 8till be seen on the top of the hill,

In 1762 watthew lolgate Jr., conveyed the mill and land to hise
gon. John, who sold half an interest to Christisn BSnyder, a
skin dresser. In 1789% John Holgate was taxed for a fulling mill
and 130 acres ; in 1774 fTor the same;apd 175 acres; and in 17756
Holgate and gnydn“ for the fulling mill,

Christian snyder also ownad & fulling mill and grist mill with
36 acres in qermdnbown, in 1769,

In 1782 and 83, the mill was esold to Willlam Rittenliouse 3rd;
and in 1783 he is taxed for the tulling milil and JO acres,

In 1785 Rittenhiouse sold ths mill to Abraham Ri ttenhouse,
who changed it into a grist mill, At this time Abrahari also
owned the Red Bridge 1111l (Ho. 9)

By will he left the mill uO his three sons, one of wiom, Jacob
Rit tenliouse, b2came sole owner in 1817, After this date the
neight of the mill dam for 4111 ¥o., 9 was raised, so the }ill No.
10 was render=d useless,
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jorgas Jr., in 1746, It was probably erected in the 1750's
; 400 foe2t abovs thne Wissahickon on il Mill Run and Gorgas
The gaves ot the wissahickon are upon this provEriy? The
larg=st of these excavations is %o the north of Gorgas lane adout
300 fr=t from the Wissahiekon, Oyl nill Run, as it is cealled on
early maps, rises i'-; g8 valley run«ing up near shawmont avenue and
ise ill road abova the 8th milestone on Ridge road znd was
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cotton factory had baer
'y 1tself wholliy, or

first, mary, and then :{e;_.,,'iﬂs:-‘\};m,_u-afl)
upon his death in 1781 1] left the
0il mill,to his son, John 3rd, The mill was o'.-;n:,d tor more than
130 ysares by the gorzgas Tamily.
Joln Gorgas 3rd, nangad 1: into a grist mill, Yor many y-=ars
Joseph “wrr, of ¢reshaim grist mill, which wasz built by gerhard
b

) =
enhvuse(167441792) ownad the the sorgas 0il 1ill,XXXXRRXREKRRK
2T on Ma tthiles Gorgas changad it into a cotton W?"-j.tii"'-’g‘; 'E';u:";or;,f'.
23, the historian, wrote: "The old mill with its aneient mansion
gituated at the biase of a8 llill coverad with laurel

stream running in front, was quite picturesque and I am glad to xXxm
know that Mr. Joim sorgas , ot Wilmington, Delaware, has a fTine oil
painting ot the 1d mill as it stood befors the lund of modern

e Ty Eihie amall

’ ol wl -~

1 =
iz ants o)l t=2d it o1 its ancisnt b2auty.™

I 3 park Survey, ot 1868, the Gorgss mill builaings are
given and adjoining tnem were

thie vineyards of patthias yorgas,
'h 3 . [z]
sTdpe,

t2d dn tne culsivation ot the
2 X purchased
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ne mill land was J YU e propaerty tiie pax
nd in 1886 J. G. Haley's Dye Worke were located tTie
prove thav tihe milli r haunted, it was on

,Ir b
1886, again entirely consum2d by fire, the losgs amounting to
20,000,




Mill No. 1l4; Thnomss Livezey's grist yill,
Phomas Slloemaker 1745-6

The Iivezey 1ill was '.u"il: on @.B800 @aorectract of land deeded by
William Penn to James Claypoole, in 1684, It was on the east side
of the Wissanickon a few hundr e-_. {20t below (Cresiiein presk clpse
t the Iiv Colonial dwelling, which is now used zs tlie hone

thhe Val Green (Canoce (Club,

The title of thie property is as Tollows:; Claypoole to Hugh
Roberte, 500 acres, 1695; Roberts heirs to George Evans, 400
acres, l705-6; Bvans to Jona t'lm Icmr ade, 82 acres, 1709; Conrads

»
to Johannes Guurie, 82 HCI‘*"'.:, 19/20; cumrie to Henry _,allcn
in 1716 (gellen owned the first u.:.l nill I the Wissahickon wvalley,
on the Creshéim Creek, which in 1801 was peter Bechlel's puaper
mill) 443 acrses, 1733,

In the deed a building is mantionad for tlie first time, so thut
the foundations Tor the present Livezey louse may date back to that
period, Henry gellsn sold the property to Joln Harmer, messus
plantation with over 100 aerses, in 1739, for 205 pounds; fron
the prop=riy was sold To Thomas Sho an ;u’e... It consiated of 2
and 3 acres and 1, perches, in 1745-6, for 106 pounds,

"This mo... akayr built the mill before getobar 10th 1747, as
b .

Thomas Iiwvezey 3rd; ¥itha said Thomaés ghoew
-+

h erectad a certain water grist mill with two pairs ot

d ne roof on the tract W

a 3 ] 1 : amily owned over 500 acres in the
from a survey of 1833 ;:in:;;'_‘, gent

=ermantown 8n
L =3

28 mentionsd sbove is the
to us, On. this 20 acres are
house, coach house, barn, ice louse,
' T ross tlie Wis=sahickon,
Now we have trueed the 20 acres from Wiliiam penn fto Tholas
Iivezey 3rd, L=t us take up the ancestry of Thomas ILivezey 3xd,
ag Ne was Tor the most part the really interesting menmver of his
fandly,
Chuarles llar latboro, the historian of tle Iive
zey Family, has kindly given mz part of the following data;
Thiomas L:LVBZ Y, B8T., the progsnitor of the family in
America, came Trom lorton, or Morton, County of Chester,
in Bng 1680, He husged Trom Wiliiam
Penrn i Townsihip, with
on the south

d Roxberough survey

only

drawn

(=
=

3ide of (Ghegtnut street betwe thh and Bl sirsets,

In 16¢ gh Harsh sold this lot
conta been a deg cabin) for
46 axrehl 3rd 1681 wilili

Penn > (Lease and Release) 250
aeres, but the xa 0l catior f the land was not noted
unti ' 1 month, 20%th, 1686 ILivezey
Douzkt the pther 250 acres, FoOr

this i on =ach l'N'J nores, Under
the relsase of 250 aeres IivV _,f'as '"f=qu1*‘r=u. to pay one
pepparcorn ysarly and 5 pounds, Tha 500 aers trach is
losated on Folmes' survey of 1681-88, on Dublin Craek,
known by the Indians as "penneypak'. It was salong Lhe
gouthern line of Abing ton Township.

Thomas Livezey, 8r., was & lgeuver ol the Gr ad Jury
January 11th 1682, at the first Court held in Puiludel=
vhia, He died in 1692, In his will he left khis son,
Jonathan, a life imberest in 250 acres for his grandeon,
mhomas 2nd.(1689-1759) Tonie Thowas 2nd, marrisd Elizadeth

-




Heath, They had ten cnildren, of woom tlie eldssy, Thomas

drd, bousght the wis-ahickon wvalley mill in 1747, He 1s

nmentionzd in deed as a miller of oghelteniiam Township,

3 i 1ad ba2sn an apprentice,

zev 3rd was vorn "first montl, 206th 1723,

vartha Knowles, of Abing ton leeting, in
- ; e

ister, ljary, married Joseph Paul and nis
artha, marriad Peter RobesoNn of the Sumac Park
his second cousin, susannah Livezay, married
wrge, grandfatisr of charles U ;2 Al
Pagous Magsrge papar mills, The paul ° i

his bro KeT-in-law Was one, Ownsu ag «ret R
over ten mills in philadelpaia county, Lauer,

neriods =
in giving ths hislory 0 ¢ the Dewses, Pauls, Wi
1

Magarge papsr mill at Wige's mill lan=, etc., we will glve
tihe story of the paul family., Thomas livezey 5rd was 4
prominent man in hig day; a meuber of the pennsylvania
Asgennbly fron 1765 £y 71 and a member of the Aumsrican
SrYosuhiAcel faelaty,
rhe June taru of: caourt in 1746 tcontirms ‘& road begdon
per 1ill Road in Roxborough, This was @ roud below ti
ge! E 4dn 1742 was 0o nfimed and laid out,

S R
] he present

ige'g i1l romd Ui
cunnacting with the papar will of York and Maris, wihich lateX
heoarie the Jagarge Paper s 1 0 L
mhe rond leading %o TAe N=W mill io now Liveze]

down to the wissahickon and over u vridge to th2

wontinusd o Lo 1k ia now Allen's Lane to 3 1
atreat, The deed states Lhak 2% this cornery thar a log
houze "lately dbuilt". It ap2cifisd that Bhaoewms ghould
keep the road in repair, 1L was 1ik2ly confirmed o give battax

qogess to the ill,
Tn 1747, 1748 and 1749, Thomas Tivezey 3rd sold a gquarier
jnterest of his mill and 20 aeres to Capuain Jacob Leach; a
quar ter %o pebor=h Paul; and a quariar to wallace jpore,

on October 5th 1765 Taoras Wharton wrot2 Lo penjamin Franklin,
en reprasaniing o= golonies in Tondon, that seven of their

Ll 1
party had been elected To the Penngylvania Assenmbly, ineluding
‘homss livezey, O0Ob october 15th 1771 the pennsylvania Assanably

appodnted Benjamin weanklin agsnt in yreat Britain toZ the
enguing ye=ar; also Thomas 1ivezay on tlie Committee of gorrespond-
ance,
on YNovember lsth 1767 Thomas Livszey Srd wrote to HBenjauin
wraoklin, in London, inforaing him that he has sent him by capt.
Palkner, twslve bottles of wine mads from wild grapes on is own
place, "Despair of a caangs of Gevernment until £Li=r the ‘death
ot Thomas Penn; wishes he .ould be prevailed upon to die for the
good of the people, 4nd shus make hls name as imuortal as
camson's death did his."
on February 2nd 1768 yranklin replaied; “I receivad of 28pt.
Palkner your welcoine 12 tter of Hovambar 1l8th, with a8 very
weleorie praesent of anotaer dozen bottlas of your wine, The
fomaer hus ba2en found axeellant by many good judges; my wine
merchant in particular was desirous of knowing whatb quanti ty of
it wight be had and at wiat price,"

Thomes Livezey 3ra, of RoxXborousza Township, philadelpnia %o
Benjmain vranklin, London, On ovemhar 18th 1769: "Thoughh I have
not the happiness of
T hope will alter that
T only know %thee from some of thy writings, the author of whieh
1 greatly esteen, AS thou art one of the agents for this provine
in Great Britain, I eent & dozew american wine by Capt Pallknsy
he last time h2 weni from hiers te London, which T am pleaped

=3
218

-

L
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an intimate acquaintance with thee, y2t tine
sircumstance and Dring us hatter acquaintdd.

2




to heay wauo safaly delivered, It was made by nyself, from our Z‘f’
amall xxxEgx wild grape, whieh grows in grssit pleniy in our
voodlund, and as I have zoms2 ot the saums sort now on tap, which
I think rathar better, I have sent a dozen nore,

I heartily wish it uwy qprrive safe and warms the hasarts of
every one who tastes i with a love Tor Amerieg,and would 1t
bring about a change gDVermwent put on= month sooner; I would
gladly send all I h v

However I do not des puir of the change yet; 1t will take place
gt the d=ath Thomase P=2nn,

1 do not krnow whethsr some people in this rrovince will
not be in the.same condition as & german wife in ny nei.;h'oorhood
lat2ly sald, 'nobody could say she wished hsr husband d=ad, 'but

gsaid she mxuwkix bwished gha sould see how hs would look when he
was dsad'.

Thonss Tivezey 3rd, in 1769, was assess2d Tor a grist mill and
106 acrea; in 1783 for a grist mill and 78 acres,

In 170 John Potis, of Valley Forge, sold to soseph paul and
his wife, Mary, lu3 acras of land in Whi temarsh Townshiyp and
aoross th2 Sehuylkill in ILower ia“iun Township (this included
thie fampus Spring Mill built by David Williams in 1718).

on Decembar 21st 1770, Paul sold one halx interest in the
lands and mills te his ar;uJer-in-luw, "homsg Iivezey 3rd, In 1777
the Amerisan troops were encamped at Valley Forge general
' tly )JrﬁhWE%d flour for his military ?Lgilj and
s at the spring uill, (¥ron Histxy of Hont-

>
2,

=]

for his !
gomery County,)
In 1783 the
Livezey 4th,
Therae is a s
to eontain a dats as
‘-.‘

gpring 1ill passed into the posession of Thonmas

2 built in thae ruins of the Iivezey ill, said
s =arly ss XX@oky the 1700's, but there is
nothingz on the sione which ean be read,

Horatio Gatss Jones, Hoxborougzih nisorian, wroie in 1888; "ir.
1ivezey was a mamber of the Society of FPriends and whan Uie British
were in philadelphia and =wur troops usaed to go about seeking prove
andar, he sunk a nuadbar of barrels of wine in his dam in the
wiseahiokon, where it remained wntil the close of the war. Some of
the wine wog bottled snd praservad by the late John Iivezey, a
grandsop of the said 'thomas, until a short time before he disd in

1878, He zave me a small buﬂulm of this Revolutionary wine, whish
T shall plsee in our Zociel (Horatio gates Jonz2s was Vice
ppegiden, of the } 13to“1°sl “uvlﬂ*y of Penngylvania and it wasa
here that he sent tie bottle of wine.)

There are saveral Revolutionary traditions regarding Thonas
Iivezey $rd; oen= that ;a sat on @ fence at the top of the hill and
watohad the mattle of Germantown; ano tuer that he cared for

xR wounded ;nliiers in his house; and still anotiner that a
party of fourteen Hessians were linad up in front of Wie garden
wall and shot.

The fucts are that Thomas ILivezey and his two older sons were
3 ' snington's soldiars the second night defore the

of Germantown, 2nd he was not allowed tc resura lone for

During the war theres was Vvary unjust persecuiion againsy Lo ge
wlio were nowqﬂiﬂn*ugufly opposad to eonflici, Ana

Thomas Livazey 3rd died in 1790, leaving a widow, uariha, and
sons, Thoas 4tn, gamuel, Joseph and John, To the two latter
he gave his mill end lands in RoXborougn,

In 1833 Joseph snd Thomas 4th had a survey made of the land,

whichh Go ulnd 235 acres, is

Trn 1864 one of the mill/ listad as an oil mill, and in 1868

large

+ia mill was eallsd th= glan Fern uills, In thes 1870's a 1l
gusnension bridge carrisd a grant water pipe over ihe Wis aliicicon



valley fTrom the RoXborouzii water wo
regidant of Iua".*',Ju.,
*_dovn‘ many y=aa go and now tie
a large under; Trt)u'-uu pl")" line,

._.e Suburban Press of Qctdder
sting account of the reuoval of
pipe just abov

same, nand he 8 permaitted to have
posaed tiie bridge,
A r=2d4 cover=d wocden bridge ero
Lhe J_,:!.\rﬂz» r Houege and mill
In the loft of the Livazey MHous
the o0ld rad bridge, marked 91839%,
e old dam 8till remains and a
and the plars of the old dbridge,
tlie Jiouse at thie present time,
In writing of the Iivezey llouge
ig 1t that conspirses Lo make the ra
gtona structire , hidden in the
of friendly ftr=es, znd hald in tw
gharubnery, would be ditticult to saj
for statzly rusticiiy is nmatched on
home of Johin mBartram®.
aerss. ¢t the 11

Qver one nunrsd
Vissahickon tews,

Hill and German

the old pipe bridge
tlhie Liveze_y #ill tha
incidents. The bridgs beoume unsgafe and a
Schultz, agresed to pay $1500 for th

-
The Valley Green Canoe lul
]
Vi
AL

y. sat t
A

rks %o provide watsr 1or

o

town. This Pipe Bridge was

water is conductsd through
22nd 1931, gave such an inter-
and wager
t we Ddeg quote & few ot the
coniractor George v,
e prizitege of re'.-novimg the
all the iron, ete, that con-

3sad the Wiscahickon Creek at

un til shout 19085,

e is the original datestone of

1so the ruins of the g

o
&
c
3
!.J.
®
0

. B. Brandt, relates;"hat
shing ehsrm of this old Colonial
t of the glen, adopted conpanion
aiabrace of elinging vinss and
12 Tivessy xHouse suraely,
ly by th2 roggh-hewed wilderness

vezey land tlhirouzh which the

were taken over by the pPark Comraission in 1873.




COLD STORAGE
INSULATION

COVERINGS

CORK BRICK FLOORS ARMSTRONG CORK AND INSULATION CO.

CORK BOARD AT
GRANULATED CORK KEASBEY & MATTISON CoO, INSULATING BRICK

CONTRACTOR

NONFAREIL CORK PIPE
JOHN R. LIVEZEY  Soesus
® AMMONIA, ICE WATER AND
COLD WATER LINES

PHILADELPHIA, GLENWOOD AVE,, WEST OF 22ND ST,

BOILER AND PIPE BALTIMORE, 119 SOUTH STREET ALL GRADES OF
STEAM AND HOT WATER

REPRESENTING COVERINGS

APPROVED CONTRACTOR FOR

PHILADELPHIA, PA. Oct. 16, 1933,

The Suburban Fress,
6100 Ridge Avenue,
Roxborough, Phila. Pa.

Gentlemen:-

I am enclosing you herewith six cents (.06) in stamps.
Will you kindly send me as many copies as you can for this amount
of the Thurs. Oct. 1l2th edition of your paper.

Mr. Magee sent me a copy of this issue in reference to
the Livezey mill, etec. on the Wisshahickon and I would like several
more copies,

Thanking you for your kindness, I am ;

Yours very truryréaa*“ru

JOHN R. LIVEZEY
JRL: :ACM=-112~Enc., /

HOUSE INSULATION

A4
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MILL ¥o.. 15 Henry Sellsns pil mill, 1715
Pater sechtel's paper nill, 1801.

whe stone chimpey stacik “nd ruins ot the graat dam still stand-
ing apvout 1800 f=2eot sbove th2s pevil's Pool on (resheinm ¢reek is
the site ot thés ancient industrial plant,

yreshein yrezic rises in spring £ield Township and flows
westwardly tor aboutfwo and a nnlt miles , passing under germuantown
avenue in the 77900 block, at yresheim road prive and eontinuing
under the pennaykvania Railroad oriage, MeCallwan street briage,
and empties into the Wissahickon at the pevil's Pool,

In Colonial times there was a large amount of water Tlowing
throuzh this most beautitul dell, or wvalley, and about six millis
were losated on btne 1litevlas siream,

on nay 2nd 1684 3 waryant was issued to Francis Daniel
Pastorius for 5700 acras of land torning the German rownshipy This
was alvided into four viliages; Garmantown, @Gresiiein, somuasrhausen,
and Orefeld,

The village of yrassheinm (Kriesheim or preesam) was east w wess,
Wistar sureet to Hoxborouzh line(Wissaliickon avenue) nurth and
south, fTrom nermaid lans to mount pleasnt avenue, and contained
1166 acras,

"The Tlistory of Germantown", by Dr. Yaaman }I, Keyser, states
that 297 acr=s ottithe vorthern part of Bhis viliage was owned by
Ger;dri Ri ttenhouse, the youﬁgns* son of willianm Ri ttenhouse,
Almsrica's firsst nan=rwaker. Hatthias zima-rman'g survey of 1700,
loc itﬁs 175 acres of this t®mot as balongin to Hans Graf,

Greosheim Rosd exist=d as early as 1700 as it is marked as
running n=arly parallel with Germantown road and strange to say,
ther=s were thirt=en houses drawn in ¢reshieinm and one2 one on
Germantown read,

In 1716 J., E. Sprogzsl conveyed to H?er gellen 100 acr=s of
land at the wastarn part of the traect, through which the Cresheim
gr=22k ran, and in another deed of 1717, Henry Sellen is mantioned
apgain a¢ an oil miller 20 he must have bukdbt the mill abgut 17135,
thile Yeing the tvirai 011 mill in the wissahiekon valley,

fellen also oﬂned in 1733 the 20 acres upon which the Livezey
mill was built in 1746,

The oll mills ground the gil trom the tlax or linseed, Bonsid=-
erable flax was then grown in wvermantown and proxXborough, from
which the lhougewives spun very tine quality of linen mXxxik for
cloth,

now thnetitlhe ot the propersy trom Sellen to peter pechiisl
runs ag followw: 1735 sellen 590 acres abd oil mill te mattliins
weavar; 1741 vo x, Barsanstine; 1769 to Jacob Nice (aftier whose
fandly Nicetown is pamed) 1773 peter nubicam; 1783 Julius Kuper;
1792 Jemathan and Thtus Terkes; 1793 michael Billmeyer, tlhe well
known printer of Germantown, who er2ected a grist mill on the
property, In 1801 millmeyer sold the two mills to Pet=r Bechiel, 8r.
a pap=2r maker fwo: Iower lerion, and e changed the mills inte
plants for making paper,

pPeter Bechtel, Sr., was I belisve, descended from John George
Bechtel, who settled in 1743 near Potts Grgve, now potisitown, pa.
Ve earmot prove that peter ever ownad a paper mill in Iower l2rion
but in 1798 he purchased 13 acres there next to John Righter,
upon which Jonathan sobeson built a paper mill, He possibly was
employ=d in that mill,

pushrod W. Hagy, Jr., of Tenneesee, who ies intersstad in
watermarks, wrotes that he has an ola deedof Philadelpnia gounty,
in which appears the watermark of J. Hobeson, and what looks like a
gheep,

pe ter seehtsl mr,, oparatad this paper mill and after 1817 the
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Peter Hesntel gSr. died at the mill i»n march of 1838, His son,
Peter Hechte2l Jr., came into posesession of the paper mill snd
married llargaret Rex Hortter, daugiter of Jacpb Hortter Jr and
Ann Rex llortter, of ghestnut Hill, In a survey of 1833 the paper

mill ie given as a sabetansisll two and one half story building on

Paper %ill Road that ran east into Levering's 1ill road, near

Allen's lane, In the oth direection it ran f o tue mili north to
-

er i
@resiieim road nesr where tha afallun streset bridgs now erosses the
cxre2k,

R Aaran 3 4 2 ¥

Pater Bechrnel Jr died in 1842 at the ag=s of 45 ye=ars, and for
= J »
2an & Thompson, paper deslers in philadelphia, sold tne

g Time HoOZ ia,
produsts ot the mill, Later they wers the ogwners of the mill until
fter 1852

The Hechtel family was a large one, and in a deed of 1839 we
find thess ’a\”‘LU were paper makersg: Jacod, Menry m, , rPaul I.,

Joseph m., Williap and G2orge mechtel,

The only one we sre intareasted in i° Peter Jr's son, Jacob
Hortter Bechtel, born in 1822, who was euployed at the age of 17
fa the paper .a.Lll and 2lesg in the phil j—el_:a 11 gftice of Hbgan &
Thompson,

In Qctober of 1839 he asparted his veryg interesting aiary, now in
ths nogseession of his son, 'Theodore A, Be ,;...1 of Roxvoroughi. The
diary is b=autifulliy writcen tor a young boy, and he iliustratea
it whth amout 30 huwnourous drawings in colorsd inks, The book of
289 large puages ie dedicated to his bro#hed, eorge Hortuer pmechtal.

Under date ot Hanuary 4th and 5th 1840, he draw s picture of
ne great water whesl covered with ice, It is mxuxxx of course an
ershot wheel, Al on2 side ot the wheel Tather wechizl may be
en with a natehaet curting 1¢e away , and at the other side an iron
e from the bolisr is foreing steam ovaer tha Wheel to thaw 11T

January 28t 1840 wattended chiureh, The s2r.on was
or the youn; men, but S0 many wo:nen were present most
men, including pyself, had to stand,®

reb, lot 1840: "This evaning i took pagsuige on the sig sleigh
and arrived in wvermantown almost erushed ro deatii oy thie number (23)

wiho had to find room on four seats, goiding 4 psarsons eaci, 23leighing
dell shetul ¥

iay 16th .LO'":'.J: Gﬂ
the ecl‘,bl home near
and _1-:=_\1 2 the nguse ked up, ne isshown
window from tiae roots of 1 ey Tloors,

May 5let 1840: He and .11? bro ther, w=0rge, in the evening wens
agwn iine ereex and drew in red, blue and vlack and red ink, an
attractive sketch ot the geciit2l dwelliing and paver mill, The
smoka stack was tnen all orick, but it must have been rebuilt
later =8 the stack there at the peeeent time ig of stone and at
least 50 feet high,

June 1l5th 1840,wa large mest.ng ot vhigs took plice at the
gtats lous2, upward of ten taousand attenaed, HBverytiing seens
to b2 for Harrison, log eabin breast p

i2 a good drawing of
reaci none until midnight
tering a tihird story

o
ot O

mill, He did

Jd

= cf ot

o

"
‘

his date tins aiari
- i g

pins, nard ciaer outuons,
Tippecanoe ceanes and handkerchiefs®. There he gave drawings of

these political 0'1:-:0'15 n emolems, _

June 21st 1840: "aAttended frace church where heard the same
preacher and the same sermon that I heard four weeks ago at
Christ Church,"

June 24th 1840: vl attanded a meeting of llormons opposiie
our hpuse and after the meeting was over I stopped to epeak
with an old schwolmate who had Juiﬂ?d them ¥




July 3rd 1840:v"After supper we began to set off our fireworks, Z?
rockets, etec, At 1L o'clock we.dismissed a large balloon" The

drawing shows the two brothers on a foobt bridge over Creshiein

Creek, with the balloon and a new moon in the sky,.

Sept, 20th 1840, "Brother George and I walked to RoxXborough;
a8 heavy wind and rainstorm overtook us; we went intec a faemm
house until evening, They loaned us a lantern as it was pitech
dark? The drawing shows the boys with the lantern approaching
the Liyeey covered oridge, At that time the bridge was only one
yesr old, as it was built

Qctober 4th 1840 " At
g3 J.Bumstead preach=d,"(This preacher was th=s father of the
autiior of "The Riversons®, a romantic sbtory of the Rittenho
family and the grist mill at the old Red Dovered shurs lane
bridge.)

OctOber 13th 1840, "The great elsction coimenced and econtinusd
until midnight; . the turbulent spirit is such that persons had vo
tight their way to the ballot boxes, (The Tinal resuli was
Harrison 234, Van Buren 60,)"

gc tober 30th 1640: "pAbout midnight the JJarrison hesdgquarters
were attuacked by a gang of rowdies and almost torn to pisces.®

January 2lst 1842; His father, Pster Rech#dl, Jr died after a
short illness, The boy diarist gave a drawing of the scene; such
#e we see in so manynold prints, of the Tamily in great distress
gathered around thne bedside,

Jacob Bechtel, in his diary, provides us with interasting
deseriptions of visits to Girzard College, the Academy of Fatural
geiences, the ¥ld Franklin Institute, Laurel Hill Cemetary, and
Chiinese Museum, nin=ty y=ars ago, when these places were so
different from what they are today,

One of the quaint drawings pictures a visit, with his 1little
gister, to Girard College, in June 2nd 18642, of which he said, vAnd
taking ¥g@iss' by thes hand we jogged along. We arrived at giraxrd
College, '"Biss ' was tiredand parceiving a swingZ wlien we had
got to the 3rd sftory under the roof, wished me to give hexr a swing,
which I did and sh=2 appeared to enjoy it -highly.»

Before leaving the subjeet of the aiary we must state that
Jacob Bechtel was a very brosd-minded cliurdhdgoer, lie must have
attended every chureh of every denomination in pPhiladelphia County.
Here are a faw of hig notes: "The church was packed to the doors,

I had to stand, The seats wer= all oc¢cuplied, This morning I attended
Chirist Chureh; in the afterngon gt, Joln's Catholic Church; and #an
the everning Dr.. Albert Barn=sst! lst Precvyterian, the seruons

were all execellent and the attendances large,

Now let us return to Pewer Bechtel Jr's paper mill. Hogan &
Thompson ceontinued the paper mill tor many years, but in 1871 thas
mill belong=d to Joseph Hill,

Samuel ¥. Houston, of Chestnut 1111l, informs me that his fsather
the late H, H, Houston, bought the propert; from the George
Hill ¥sbate and & man numad XKeely remodeled it as a paper mill,
supplying Buchanan & Company, near 5th and larket stireets, with
what we call today, building papser.,

It is dues most entirely to tire llougston family that today the
valley of Cresheim Creek , from the Wisaahickon to Germantown
avenue, a distance of nearly two miles, deXmxxmxxies today one of
the most romantic spots in the Wisalilckon region of Fairmount park,




About 1834 one of the redatives of Peter Robz=son made a black
and white sgketch from the lontgomsry County side of the Sehuylkill,
of the mouth of the Wissahickon ersaelk, showing the Roxbourough 1ill,
the long approach and wooden bridge of the philadelphi:, Germantown
and Woriistown Railroad, To the l=2ft is shown Milverton with seven
of the Lee (or Lea) children on the porech,

On August 13th 1862 the Robeson ill was destwoyed by fTire. At
the time it was owned by Andraw Robeson 4th, and rented to John and
James Dobson, who were makin: ©blie woolan c¢loth for the soldiers of
the Union Army. Ahortly after this yxmmmmx the Dobsons purchased
the propserty and erect=d a large modern stone woolen mill, It was
in the centre of the pr=sent Wissahickon Drive a few feet aboe the
Ridge road,

In 1869 the e¢ity purchased for Pairméunt park all of the land
through whieh the Wissahickon flowed, and remov-d the Dobson mill,

Fortunately the Roxborough mill was left standing as a reminder
of the early industries and Colondal days,

In closing let us refer again to the glori=zs of the Robeson
Mansion (Barnett's Garden) and the superbly designed raglroad brbdge.

It is very probable that a dwelling was erected on wn= sice o:

vhe present Robeson Mansion (Barnett's Garden)as early as 1689---a
deed of that year mentioning a osuilding, grist mill and saw mill,
A dwelling is again mentioned in dzeds of 1703, and 1733. geull
and Beaps' map of XXM& 1750 give the position of the dwelling as
Just below the 3dbeson mill, The House is also mentiowed in nany
other desds down to tie present time,

ano ther descendant ot Peter Robeson draw a black and white
skecth of the grist mill and robseson maxikgx Mansion about 1834,
1n tront ot the dwelling is passing a vonestoga wagon and to the
left is a large oak tree, for over 150 years many of ths nobeson
1amily were born, liv=d and died in the ola homest=ad,

1n the early 13708 MTr. and urs.Z@mmx James pobson resided there.
1t was afterward sold and conductsd as "The Highbridge Botel" BY
William Iowa, and i1t is now known as "Barmett's Garden®.(The latter,
H. ¥, Barnett made a fortune selling soft drinks at Willow Gré#ve
Park in ite heydey and we suppose expects to continue his enterprise
here at the mningfxfkex mouth of the Wissahickon in Paimount park,)
The dwelling has been greatly added to (prineipally by porches) and
modernized, but the 3rd story and the hip roof are the same as it
appeared 100 years ago,

The Philadelphia, Germantown and Norristown Railroad Bridge,
over the Wissahickon, was contracted for on September 25th 1833. The
first bridge was completed &n october 1834, Regular kmxfix traffic
to Manayunk began Qctober 20th 1834, The first locomotive and
passenger cars started from the 9th and Green streets terminal,

The account of the first trip, as related in the Germantown Tele-
graph, is as follows: "Cars at langth approached the magnificient
structure over the Wissahickon at Robeson's 11ill, The construction
of thie viaduct in the firm and substantial menner in which it appears
to be built is certainly an extraordinary undertaking; and has been
accomplished on 8 manner which has given entire satisfaction to the
railroad company, Height is about 70 feet above the surface of the
water, and length 473 feet, and cost of construction about $30,000,"

The bridge described was of wood, with trellis work frames, on
the sides of the hills Zesting on stone piers,

An extract from the anmnual report of the railroad company,mkm
on November lst 1842, says: %A track of edgerail, supported upon
continuous bearings of white oak timber has been laid upn the Wissa-
hickon Bridge, together with a new floor of hemlock planks; and that
impor tant structure, about which so much solicitude was felt has
been greatly strengthened by additional braces, by arches of white
pinein all the spans, added on tihe outside of the lattice frames

(




BRI TTENHOUSE MI LLS. i <§g‘

William Rittenhouse, Br., (1644-1708) was born near Mmlheim, and
in 1678 he was a paper maker in Amsterdam, We first learn of him
in Ametica in 1687, when he purchased 50 acres of land in Germantown,
where the Mennonite Church is now located.(below Tulpehocken street,
oo Germantown avenue.)

He arrivsd with his two sons, Nicholas, (or Claus or Klass) and
Garrett( or Gerhard) and also a daughter Elizabeth, who nmarried
Heivert Papen,

In New York City Nicholas Ri ttenhouse married Wlhelmina Dewees,
the sister ofrifilliam Dewees, who erected the second mill in America
on the Wissahickon near the Springfield Township line, The marriage
record states that Nicholas Rittenhouse was " a young man of Arnheim,
living on the Dpelaware river".

In 1689 William Penn granted the 446 acres tract adjoining sSumac
Park on the north, te Richard vickris (or Vviecaris) of Chemagua, Eng-
land; and on this land the five Riitenhouse mills were erected.

Before the coming of William penn to Pennsylvania the land in
which Roxnorough and Germantown are located was occuplied by the Indian
chiefs, Neneshicken and Malebore, By treaty of date l4th day of 5th
month, 1683, William Penn purchased from the chiefs all of their
title and interests in the lands betwixt Hanaiunk (the Schuylkill
river) and Pemmapecka (Pennypack Creek) =mmi so far as the hill called
Cpnshohocken on the River Manaiunk and from there by a northwest line
to the river of Pemmapecka, The consideration paid the chiefs was
150 fathoms of wampum, 15 guns, 15 blankete, 3 great kettles,

15 small kettles, 15 coats, 15 shirts, 80 yards duffils, 6 drawing
knifes, 20 gilete, 7 pairs of shoes, 15 pair of stockings, 15 pair of
gcissors, 31 pounds of pwder, 15 aules, 18 small glasses, 10 boxes,

6 capps, 3 papers of beads, and a paper of red lead, The treaty was
with the Lenni-lenape or Delaware Indian tribe,

In describing the five Ritéenhouse mills we will number them as
follows:; XeyxxExNimxiax (the Robeson and Vandaren Mills being
22 1, 2 3 and 4) No, 5 Kicholas Rittenhouse2nd grist Mill of 1746;
No6, The William Ri: tenhouse.2nd Grist Mill before 1772; No, 7 the
Jacob and Abraham Rittenhoug®d paper mill before 1760; No., 8 The
William Ri ttenhouse Br paper mill of 1690(the first paper mill on
the American continent) and No. 9 the Henry Rittenlipuse Ggrist Mill of
1751, The numbering is made thusf in the order of their locations
from the mouth of the Wissahickon Creek,

fills Nos. B and 9 were directly on the wWissashickon, while Nos.
6, 7 and 8 were on Paper Mill Run, which was called by the Indiane
"Nonoshone Creek",

In this article we will give only the history of Mill No, 8 and
the Rittenhouse dwelling, now on the Lincoln Drive near Rittenhouse
street. (At @ later date we hope to give the history of the other four
Ri ttenhouse Mills) Note by A,@.C, This information of the other
mills is to be found in the article which immediately follows this
one,

In 1690 Samuel Carpenter owned a part of the vickrisg tract and
20 acres of this land he leased for 999 years at a yearly rental of
5 shillings and one peppercorn to Robert Turner (of Sumac Park),
William Bradfiord( the first printer of the Colonies) Thomas Tress
and William Ri ttenhouse Sr, The agreement was that they should erect
a paper mill,

The 20,acres ran from the Wissahickon Cre2k in Roxborough 110
perches to the Germantown Zmawkx Township line(now Wissahickon
avenue) and 35 pecrens on this line, which included both sides of
paper ¥ill Run ( Monsohone Creek).
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¥ill No. 16. Gerard(Gernard)..Ri ttenhiouse 1ill 1700 f,a
Bechetl's upp=er papec¢ mill, 1817,

Yatthias Zimmerman's map of l'?OL) diagrame this mill as a two and
g4 half story building just west of Cresheim road, snd Scull &
Heaps' map, of 1751, @alled it the Cresheim Nill,

In Gemantown t.-er was considerabdle confusion in the granting
of land, There were two comaigsio varn_ One grabted this particular
tract ot land to Gerhard Ri ttenliguse, The other granted the same

ract to Hans graff, but in 1715 the latter convayed the land To
Rit tenhouse,

The tract extended ovar a mile and a half fTmm the RoxXovorouizh
Iine(Wissahickon avenu= o the gpringfield line

In early wills an g the name is spellad "gerard", or
*deruurd", but nis descendants spaelled it wgarrettv,

jerard Rittenhou 3y the son of hiliiam Ri t tenhpuse, BYr.,
and wog born in 'olla ha German border, dn 1674, He lived
until 1742, He erecte irst grist mill at a very early date
about 1700,

The mill was situated just below the present MecCallum street
bridge over (Cresheim Creek, and the dam was velwesen the mill and
the bri uu_,

Hie willjsdat=d 1742, and aé¢ tlie a
that he was aged a2nd indisposed of body,.
eldest son, Willism Ricteniouse , all of
"nor theast of the highway le ding from Germantown to Norih Walee
(now Germmantown avenue). His youngest son, Peter Ri ttenlipuse,
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and wife Ann, received a lifTe interest in the grist mill and the
plantgtion where he then lived "in Creeshan®, Trom (Geru.e—.'l‘.tg\:n
avenue) to the "Roxborow Township linev, nfup‘ tne dsath of peter
and Ann the land and mills was to pass to Gerard's six grand
children, The executors &ccount shows that $ft wasnwixhinxnxpraxnufl
Fnxactxnin iy xaxninmmznchfoxpxaxnyp this time the mill was rented
to 28 tenant. The will jis in Ix® English and in the inventory there
is mentioned seventeen small Dutcech books,

Pater Rittenhouse was born in 1696 and died in 1748, He lived
on Germantown road, west side, near Mount Alry,

Within a year of Peter'g death, his widow, Ann, married peter
Heysler, and He operated the mill for the hielrs,

uuvunnnh Hib eniipuse, one of the six grandechildren, married
Justus Rubicam., Their children continu=d the old tradition of
intermarrying .143 the Mamilies of millers: (Qathiarine married
a tcheetz{ the father of gen, Henry Scheetz who owned the Farmer-
DPh“ﬂe-ulﬁ \ver 3171 on the hl%“ahickO” low Flourtown) ; Margaret

d

,..

""G' )

married John Gorgas 3rd; and Julia narr Benjammin Gorgas, who in
1817 sold this mill (no. 16) to Peter Bechtel,
Vow we must dispose of the shares of the two grandsons, Jacobd

and 1rrP‘, Ri ¢ tenhouse, 2nd.

Jucoh and his wife, gusanmnah, in January 1749, sold %o Lewis
Stephen, of Fredsrick County, Va., & miller, one quarter ot ike
grist mill and 103 acres, The deed mentions griet mill, mill dan,

mill pond, mill race, milil Jguse, bolting mills, and dbuildings,
purchase price 150 pounds, In Dec f 1749 /50 unr:et 2nd sold his

quartar int=r=2st to ILewis S*-’Lufi“ also for 150 pounds, In 1750

Lewie Stephens borrowed 125 pounds on a mortgage on his half

interest from Thobold End of Germantown, & :adler,

In 1771 the Court was aksed to confirm a new road from mill
Yo. 16 east of Cresheim Creek to 4 new grist wmill just erected,
called Hinkle's Jill, the road to ba'n north passing the mill and
Joining Paper Mil: road and Cresieinm road, A survey oftthe road
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Mill No. 17: John Gorgas Fulling 1M1l on Creshein Creek,

This mill wss northeast ot the old Gerhard Riiéénhduse mill
wiileh weg d=scribed last week,

It stood u,or & very interesting parcel of land, first granted
0 the Frankford Land Company which wag formed by & group of
purchagers from ?:wn;‘u::-on- the-lain, Germany. Frencis naniel
; as sell z agent for the Company, but in 1700 thrse
otner agents were appolinted and pastorius resigned, THen two of

3 tas refused to a and on2, D. Thlcmnc;, :niu to be &

/ N appointed spls= zent, He sold the land
to J. H. Sproegell,
ntown were very ungeriain of the
25, friendly suit was brought against
. itle, and the bUUlﬂ decided in his fraver

The first 2 d we have of Jolin Gorgas sr. regiding in Ger-
mantown, is in yiien his name appears wi ,11 many others ag
be2ing na u*allv i done to give them the right to liold
and enjoy land ons in the Province,

The log clhiurch - rennoni tes, on Germantown road, was built
bout thie sams year, and Johannes BEEHXE Gorgas

vy (D

‘

Wt
-]

one ¢t the
early members, William Rittenhouse, the Tirst maxer of the

Colonies, the grandfather of Gorgas' wife, was 1§
J. H. 8proegell sold a tract of land in Cresheim to Ludwick
C. Sproegzell and in 1718 he spld to P. C. Zimmerman 30 4deres with a
iwelling theregn, In 1725 Zimmsrman sold %e Johin Ggafas 8r., a
gkin dresser, the lznd and house
A 8kin dresasr w b
included 37 dressed buck skins and seve
In 1713 Gergas huugul, with his €fathe n
Thouse and two o,-;f““, the paper mill of Willism Dewees, on the
Wissahickon, near City Line, lie buils, between 17235 and 1741 the
fulling mill (NWo. 17) which was upon land on the southwgst side of
Creshelm rosd, nesr where the [cCddl)lum street bridge pasees over
the eree

f I t. was ] V'?I‘_,' narrow ] ...I‘l J UI\ .:.'i al#l {'l‘u_ | Llhie _'-:LU:C.J.;I‘U i ot
line uJ r a8 mile past Creshein road and only 2035 feet langzy
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In ATZ8 Wililam Dewees and e maputactured a imitation of
ed, Joel Munsell, in his "His «ul‘j of
this wae the :ni:” paper mill in the

asses 8kin paper, from a specise of rotten stone, fTor wmnur-ndu:
booke, which was well execut
Paper laking® sbtates that
Colonies,

We believe this mill waes on thie same tra
game paper mill, which William Deweas erscted in 1
s By g 7

?

and, if not the
10 and spld in

p— - o ard on - P S an 4 1
r of tos 11 :I-.:I‘!'lt,- 44 section oi the
1ls me that he Jﬂll avs the rotten

necies of feldspar ceczllad
rock crops out on the hills gf thea
strict

1741, leavinz to his three

his e sons,
1 paper maker, both of lancaster;
‘:ﬁlld Q ants l :F'_' the Tullll it

afore 1766 Joseph Gorgas purchased lis bri therat shuaresiin the
proper t,".' .
1iing mill stood upon a small trag® of 4 acere and 35
1 was & very s -1=‘1ll mill as, in 1766, 1t w valued with
i at only 105 ppunds.
eph Gorgas died in 1766, leaving his wife, Julisa, but no
lssue, We do not find the mill mentioned il er the deathh of
Josebh, 80 suppose it was dismantlad,
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X & 1 C Y CrR ve the go®ges Mill
was Grist Mill No. 18, of John Conrad, on which whieh ereection
gtarted in 1769,

It was near where tha pennsylvania Railroad gridge now passes

over the (Qr=shein valley,

Before 1700 Cornelius =zevirs o al > agr2s in tii2 villag:s
Crsegheim, begirvbing at 12 Springfiz2ld-germzntown boundary 1line
ind runni rer 3500 feet sguthwest along Mermaid lane tp the
111l lands of Geraard Ri ttenliouse,

In 1719 gevirt sold ths tract to Jo Conrad 8re., wiho giad in
1766 willing the property to his son, John Conrad Jr. This latter
persons died in 1769, £t which time a water grist mill wads belng
erected on 10 acres of land, Jhon Jr's widow, Barbara, iv 1770
sold the water grist mill to Wiliiam TLevering, of Roxborough, In
the same year lLevering sold one2=hulf intereest in the place to John
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gLed Tilup
i - 1 oA
haped road

new mill

glhielin Creek.
rering 1 to John Rittenlhipuse
(1742-.1796) the deed stating th ¢ mill was then
completed and %also includes mil 1 race and forebaysY
John Rittenhuuse W o b las Rittenhouszse Jr;
willi Bittenhgugese 3rd; Jacobdb am Ri ttenhouge
and Henry Ritterouse, the well of paper Mill Run
(or llonsohone Creek) in the Wis ey.
Jol i ttenhgus=, in 1786, ist mill for 900 pounds
1 Wils X intown, a In 1783 Wilson was
L 1“:)"(.1-
1788 John Rickard of MWontgomery County,
» 675 pounds, d 1

: eseribad as fTollows: "p
1ge and water grist mill land in German-
g fulling mill land %o the lite petex

a8, "
1d to Joshua Hollpowall, wl
gerchant mill with 7 aeres for

Brothere, who estsblished haz thielr earpet and dye mill; they
havinz sold their former mille (No. 19) on the west side of German-

town avenue




Mill No. 19; Conrad--}olgase Tulling 17111,

If you look down Cresiheim (Oreek from the dridge over gGermangown
avenue(in the 7700 Rlocgk) just below C¢resheim road drive, you will
bbtaina most beautiful visw of the sylvan dell where this fulling
mill was erectad before the Reveolution,

It was upon the same 75 acres as }ill No. 18 occuplied and
belonged, in 1700, %o Connelius Sevirt,

I 1719 it was the ")I‘up rty of Joln Conrad 8r., wio died 1a
1756, when the mill is firet mentioned, It contained 33 acres
and in 1769 John Coprad Jr was taxed for the fulling mill,

In 1770 Barbsra Conrad, the vilu“ of John Jr., sold the
fulling mill and 22% acres to Williaw Holgate, clothnier, of

ol
- ]
Roxbor ough, Tor 500 pounds, Tie u.ed atated that the will was on
i1 %

2
the weet side of thz great Road fTrom Philadelphia to Che -qut Hill,
A"‘ stated in the description of :ill Wo. 10, thes Wililad
Holzate wans the fourth gansration in tie fTulling industzy,

\uﬁlﬂ” and after the Battle of Germantown tlie lund owners in
Cheptnut Hill and Cresheinm wvalley and village met with heavy loaoses.
gacl

The British Troops sacked thie dwellings,and barns of valuable live

stock, and provendzr, and then burnt the buildings. Later the

;aeri IN government nninour sd the owners for thieir losses, Holgate's
"“i*m mill received 123 pounds. It does not state it was for

1ohs of buildings, live stock, or cloth, Tradition has it that

thiere were sgevex Jl skirmishes near the L;v97), _11;, but there

was no Tinaneial loss, The hsaviest losses were at i1l Ro. 15,

ownad by Julius Kerper, in 1783, His loss was 1740 Pounds, &

lzrge amount of money for the time, Wigsrd piller, the fatherein-law
of John Wise Jr., who owned 100 acres between Willow Grove avenue
d Oraesheim road, was reimbursed with 680 pounds,
william piper, of the pPiper Tamily who later owned the William
Streeper grist mill, which is now through the generosiiy of the
lorris family the Arborétum of the Universidy of Pennsylvania,
raceived 250 pounds, The Rev, lichael gehlatter, who in 1759
owned the papsr mill on ppper Mill road, near Chesnut Hill, rec-
eived 501 pounds Tor the burning of his home,
on Germantown avenue, at lfermaid lane, oppoaite the IHolgate
mill land, was the _ﬂ:unid Hot2l, which wae used 28 4 public inn
fter 1795, It was orn the original 75 acre tract belonging to
John Conrad Br.
In 1804 he (supposedly Williasm lolgute) sold the 204 anmes
d mill that is by *“ia time a grist wmill, to JaceDb Holgate, he
L,o 1;,-.1,7-: egqual water rights witn r..‘e owner of 1ill No. 10.
He(sunposedly Jacob Holgat trangfered the mill and 224 acres
in 1817 to Wiliiam Weaver, a gentleman from Northern Liberties,
tor £7950. The mill is now a cotton factory, In 1837 Weaver had
become an ironmastzsr, of tla suffalo Forgs, RockBeildge County,
Virginia, and 2011 the cotton and carpet factory called %Cedar
Dale® to John and Ervin ca, of Germantown,
An advaertisement iﬂ the germantown Telegraph, at the time,
stated: " J., & E. France announce to Xxm countiry dealers and tne
public, that they keep cont pually on hand at their nanutactolry
at Cedar Dale, Ch=astnut 2111, a gen2rasl assortment ot dom=stic
carpeting, tlax, tow, and cotton carpet chain of assorted colors,
gsuitable for carp=t weaving; also comton yarn, candle wick and
couvton laps, Wiolemalis or sevalil,
ey sold the factory in the lau)'s to pavid Hey.

£

We beg to st
late golin T, M
writing ths st

hat "Hiatory of warly chestnat ¢11" by the
a2, hag ben ot gr:aat assistonce to us in
the gresheim and gheetnut nill ‘;1.1.1:3,
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12 ol Roxborough

1n April 12 congeysd tl=2 r uill to his son, william
Deweea, Jr., wio married Rachel daughter of Tdward
"armer, whose fTamily o LWo rigt mill o 2 wisegiiickon
and 5000 aeres of land cpuprising the graater part of whi temapsh
ownship., In the =arly 1700's the Farmer fTamily gave tlie land

«.‘.L.] ‘.‘{_'!I_L‘j.l'.l__t-
£ a mile and «

i g 40
1742 sthitad thiat the To d Bad baen gan the (G
1l elo 14 "end of rocky'hnillin, the 23 up the hill to
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Watson, author of
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Wil0
d! st mill
el a later
{ s Townsend
estata, ilen one ot thes original
fownsend traet in 1731, geist mill, I
cannotn tell,

uiarles ar was = ammuael, He was
papsrmakaer 3| r, torm sristol Townsliip. He had wife,
al 'y,

gharles pagargs was born on seputember 30th 1804 and rried
in 1834, Anne llicks, d in 1844 Jydia D, Jmorr, and had sons
idward and Henry m, The latser was supsrintendents of sne pi
nill,

I have a memorandum that c¢harkes pagare also opsratad the
lose Glan pape ill on mill (reek ol wag deatroyed by fire
bu't hava ba22n upables to veritied this siatement,

In thie fall of 1844 wiliiam @, lMamilton, Rl had been i}

0 e seal d

he German istorical sociaty have a large ¢gil painting
of -t iTEe pa2r =ills Id MXXXAMEREX Warslhipus=2s, on the rig
i thie oftice building, tis onl sui laing that stili stands. The
I'oo0 18 noy P TLlYy CisY =11 2 4 d 1
chiat old w@n pepression (tl
Park Comal ion wili Tepair tlhe
1857w, X

1n ths painting back of tha
is the old paul-~Wise pointed 10 14

i reproduction ot vhis pld miit is the frontispirece ot the
nemming buok of posms composed DYy ure, Bylvaster pegargee, the
wife ot one of the partners ot tne tTirm,

ne tirst poesd 1 ¢ WLl =gBion 4 antltlea "The gld maper




In 1854 gharles magarge Duilt avove the dam Tile first Aringing f&,
Younsain in phil delpida gounty, marked "pro sono publico, msts
Paroatsua®, uy friend, wiliiam v, Dixon, (8 formsr rhilsdelpnia
younecilman, wiho introaucsed tae bill tor tie cunsiruction ot Tie
Wwalnut lane bridge over tihe wissahicXon yaliey) telis mes thats
re r2mambsars when a vary small enila, seeing the masons build
tiie toundations (of tha spring fednfountain) llis Tather was
enployed in the .agarge mili from 1844 untii 1860, In 1858 an ice
gorge swept away th=s Hartwell avenue bridge, Ths pixon family
lived on tne enst siue o1 the wissahickon, Just abevs nartwell
avenue, The erzek resse so high tihat he (william pixonj could pus
his nand out of the second sztory window and touch tihie ice &8s 1T
tloateda by.

the father(of Dixon) plac2& a plank out of the second story
bacik window so that tie boys could l2ave the house fto gp to @chool
in ghestnut pill, Dixon also told me tjat in the early 1860's
., J. Hartwell was with the boys tiie most popular man in ghesinut
Hill, The racetrack tnere was enclosea with a high fence; there
were big trees on Wartwelli'g adjoining propsrity; and he allowed
the lads to go up ths traes and see the horse races without paying
any admission faes,

Thers are on the magarge proparty two very clzar springs; one
on the =2ast side above nartwell avanue; the other on the wegt
gice just b2low wisst'e uill Koad,

A setsling tank to collsct the pur2 water Tor making white
papar was built pesids emech stream; the water irom the east slde
spring was punped under the wissahi.kon and ran dir=cily into the
mill burlding, Years afuierwaras when the ciuvy dismantlad the plant
Dixon had thes contract tp remove thie iron pipe,

&0 that th= soot ana agshas fro: tne voilexr Toom smike siack
would nit sestls over tiis whiSs paper, a sunqel ran trom mhe
boilar house away up the hitiside vo 4 great stone smoke siack,
This stack and tae oghe a3t sua wpefer Bachtel nill, onm yreslieim
greek, are poul standing voday, (That is, psrt of the pagarge stack
{8 8tilt standing, Tor ur, Hnages, the writer of these mill arvicles
and &, C. Chaawiek, Jjr., 2ditor of tne The juburban press, made a
Journsy tc tuos place in 1934, parsicularly to tiind tne old smoke
gtack, )

Tn 1851 mwawin #? Cope wis a menmber of the gpagarge Tirm, In
1863 Charles nagarge bought irom tlie gank of Germantown the mills
and 51 acres ot land for $20,000. the d=ed statsa shat gwen
sheridan is to havs pemakssion of crossing erzek and right to a
briage n=ar line ot .ohn Psiert'g land, ulso erecting a dam below
the sald briaze not excseding 6 fTeet, also to cut ice on the
Paper uill Dpam,

charles pagargzs was tihe president of th=z mpank o Germantown
(in 1864 the national sank ot sermantown, and now tle Garuantown
Wational mank and rrust gompany) from 1848 until 1866, waen he/
resigned. A retrospsect, pudlishad by the sank reads; *gr, Magarges
rips expariences and ability aaving started the ousiness on e
onward course, nls Tagignation wag received with regret, and reso-
lutiong ot a highly complimentary charaectar were iendered him by
the woard,® _

Weeks' "History of wpaper sakingw, (1916) states w"ithat aZmong
others, uagarge & sBro, wers in 1853 the zirst o us2 woea pulp
in the manufscturing of papesr in thz United states,®

™wo of the grandsons of early memners ot the firm tell me that
they do not believe that wood pulp was 2var uged ty any great
extant,

L. II. Weeks, the paper maksr cugoncler, also wrote; *The house
of vharlss gagarge was established in 1830, =nd was one of the most
flourishing concsrns in shes business" The nagarge Wissaliickon mill




was gnea of the "i 1 ':ct of 168 time. It had a long ana honoraople
passing varougn 'y hands, befora 1t cam=z inteo ilie posession
the wagarg aboput 1850,

milis and 51 1eras uf land
- . '.t

$100,000 more to b= paid wia=n hz vacatad > premisas,
within the following ten y=ars,
The ragarges continuzd thie busines unti tiie 1880's

clty took over thne prop=rt ind aemolisheaa £ uildings,
agarge daiead aovout tois time,

= oRly ramindsrs ot pust glories left ,JJ.,A:L. gince
williamm Dewees srectad nnis papasr mili in 1731 on 45 acres
are file pleturesgue wise pitl dam; the wpPro =ono _"u._:li,r:u“
puilt in 1&3;;-; e Magarge papar miii oriice ot 1867;

the great chimney stack on wo
present wise's 1ill reoad, th
misy road,

e prisnces of the wi
through whichtha wisgsakil
of tas rocks today¥form »
an Indian lh=ad, and tae
Just below the mpusih of the ylacalhlekon had
quaker monnet®, and at tim=s, "the phoenix headw,

In the Jelletst cotizsction 2t T

of Libart;
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o1 thez hill; and nae
i

ahieckon have peen told that
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is a print o1 » balow the vPro mono
It is silhoue and waitae, on the east bank

i ssahickon, b2 g2en from the westi bank o

at a point oppos ple tree Delow jjagarge's quarr
asked many ol pari guards just wherse the codde
be saen, but h aen avle o locats the apparsnily
emble: ot lioe

= 1

In 1871 the gity of f?';-';il delpitia purchasea from ghar
3 £ 5
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in 1742 wag thie York & 1=

the valiey
on Llona is HU OUO 000 Yy=ars
uliar ghapes, such as a ’o='n“'~
2 aul;n_;; rock on Rob=2son'sg

been egallad
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WATERUARKS 1IN AMTERI CAN-HATIE PAPER,

Tnis week we have not b2en advls to collzet all of the facts
reguirea wo teli tne story of th2 next mill ot the Wissahickon
Valley, 80 we will write tlies history of a few watermaries
oceurring in american-msde paper,

The illustration of watermarks adpcompanying this article
tracings made from the originals in the collections of
Barry Hepburn and the writer,

L4

e
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-

The watermark is impressed tn paper by a fine light wire,
with a wire-woven pattern, This is placed over the wire gauze on
wilich the pulp is spr=ad,

Today watermarks are registered in the patent gfficze, bui in
the ola days several paper mills often usea the gama design,

Wa termarks pos, 1 and 2 are the clover-leaf deszign used vy
tlie gittenhouse papar nills, on paper 1ill run, xoxborough, No.l
is the handiwork of Wicholas, the son of william Rittenhouse,
wlio erect=zd.the first paper mill in america in 1690, It is on
paper written upon in 1729, The same device occurs in an invoelee
writcen by menjamin Franklin, stating the amount of paper (329
reams) he had purchased between June 1740 and pareh 1741, The
grad=s purchased were large printing, small printing, and large
coarse,

no., 2 iz on a rac2ipt , dated 1780, from tiie Jucob Ri tten-
house paper mill; (the third of these mill which was built about
350 feet below the mills of 1690 and 1702),

The clover-leaf is also the emblem of the Town Seal of German-
tDWﬂ.

penjmain Franklin , in 1737, purchased paper trom the
William Dewees, 8r., mill (No, 26) on tiie wissalhickon, where
Mount 8t, Joseph's College is now located, The receipt reads:
#philadelphia, Qetober 17th 1737, Received ot senjmain Franklin
on account of ur, William Dewees, the sua of 40 shillings,
(signed) Henry Anty.® Until 1738 Henry cSntes was the pariner of
Dewees, The receipt is on a piece of corase white papsr without
the lines of wire gauze eghowing, and contains the watermark of
the pewees mill; two single lines arrangsd horizontdlly with a
line connecting them on tup. It looks like a pair of eye glasses.

WaRerark no, 3 is that of the willcox Ivy , or Dove, Mill,
built by Thomas Willmox in 1729, on a branch of Chester (reek,
in ConrdrdoTownship, Pelawars county. The dove holding the
sprig of ivy in 1ts bill, was on one sheet, and on the otuher
*?, M. W." (Thomzs and son lfark Willecox).

The paps=r containing his dove =mblem is dated 1779; an invoice
made to thie owners of the schivoner "Hawket, I{1 mentione ten quires
of cartridge paper, two hundred weight of grape shot, one 8t,
George and one 3spanish jack flag, The bill was paid by nur,
Richard somers, sSom=2rs was a colonel in tlie militia during the
Revolution and fittsd out, with others, at least ten privat:ers
from Philadelphis and Bgg Harber, N.,J. They captured British
vessels on tine high seas and divided the profits awong the ogwners.
tvheir carzoss consisted mostly of extra sails, rigging, rudders,
powder, cannon balls, pork, bread and great quantities of liquor
and rum,

gefore the Revolution Henjanin FPranklin sold to Captain
$ibbold, tor tas great cannon, 124 pounds of double cartridge
paper and seven quires of single,




Ano ther Dove watermark i, W," (Mark Willcox) son of
Thomas, who diasd in 1779, is dated 1781, This is another
statenent of Somers' privatesering, and shows a nice profit made
by the schoonsr "Rattlasnakew, and the brig "FPranklin®.

In 1760 tie British placed a heavy stamp tax on golonial
papery so as to awoid paying this tax our pennsylvania papera
makers "boétlegged" British watermarks, and used them in American
made paper, This is the reason we find so much American made
paper of that particular period contdimning the Pngdlish water-
marks,

o. 4 is the rosthorn marked "p, B,"., Bechtel's mill is
our Mall No, 15, on ¢resnein Creek, Germantown, This was the
lowar paper mill that in 1715 had bsen the oil mill of Henry
Sellen, Bechtel owned thie mill {rom 1801 until RhEFid=ath in
1838,

gur tracing ie from a docwansant datad 1805, affirming that a
cargo about to be shipped from Philadelphia e Ccanton, China, is
the propzrty of Taylor & Newbold,

The ruins of the great dam and stack of the old gechtel mill
are still traceable,

has

No. 5 ,/the lettems "I, B.", with a Liberty sell between them.,
The letter in which this watermark appears is dated July 26th
1776, and states that ®*C, Roope, of Greatl Bgg Harher,

Gloucestear, has sold to Job Somers, for 72 ppunds sterling,
an eighth interest in the good slopp "Teunety®, of 65 tong."

In old d2eds the letter "I® is often used instead of "J¥, so
tlhie paper may have be2n made by James Boles, ot uilion, Mass, His
first two mills were a2stroyed, but his third was in operation
from 1771 until 1782, when it, too, was burned,

In twie colliection of watermarks there are liberty bells
from the mills of Samuel and william Levis, 1787, and Willianm
Levis, 1793, These mills were on Ridley Creek, Chaster gounty,
Perma,

Watermark o, 6 shows the tulip plunt and firn &nd is wmarked
"H.K." (Henry Katz 1780) Katz was the well-known German paper-
maker pfoWhitemarseh Township, who in 1760 purchased from Nicho=
las Hassenebach, the first printer of Chestnut Hill, the paper
mill that the lostter had erectsd in 1758,

In July of 1776 Henry Katz was chairman of a Comaittee of
Pennsylavnia papermskers who sent a patdition to the Committee of
Safety, as follows:"(favethe papermakers, masters, appreﬁntices and
Journeymen slhiould now leave the trade and follow the camp, then
all and every pap=rmill in Philadelphia , making the majority of
tlie paper mills on this econtinent, must immediately be shut up,
and of course, in a few wesks the printing offices, even cartridge
paper, would soon fail,® Ahortly after this Congress ordered
tlie papermakers to lzave the army and return to the paper mills,

The paper of 1780, containing the Katz watermark, is on &an
inventory of the cost #8 Continental money of fitting out the
Americen sloop of war “Hornetv, William lloore, commander, IHere
are the values of some of the equipment; v20 dozen cartridges,
$300; liquor for the people, $306; one bag of bread $300; 15
gallons of rum $1750; one square sail, $350; one barrel of povk
$600; 127 barrels of tar $12,0003 The total expsnse of eguiping
the Hornet was $110,000,

"pebruary 6th 1777. The Continenial Congress, larine Com-
mittee, John Hancock, president, appointe Robert Robinsen an
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officer on Bbard the sloop Hornst!)! Ww. ran , on December Gth *f’,
1777 wrote from Dunkirky Scotland to Beﬁﬁm&in Frenklin. He sailed
from pPhiladelphia as a first lieutenant aboard the Horbet, a
Continental sloop. lie was captured and imprisoned by the English

but escaped from prison "and now appea:s to B, Franklin for aid.t

Oon August 1l0th 1778 J, lLeveux, from calais, wrote to Benjanin
Franklin, informing him that Bdward Leger, liesutenant on the

Hornet, escaped from &ngBngilish prison, The writer of the note

paid the lieutenant's expenses to Paris, and begs that Franklin

will give hin aid,

Watermark ¥o, 7; an eagle "P,W," (Peter Wallover) 1807,
Jallover was a papermaker of Lower lerion Township, Pa., In 1802
Paul Joneg sold to George Helmbold a paper mill in vihe tenure of
Peter Wallover® and 19 acr=s of land on Gulley Run in Westi l[ana=-
yunk, This mill was just avove the grist mill and saw mill(1762)
of Anthony Levering, at the mouth of Gulley Run, This mill later
became the Ashland Paper Mills which manufactured paper for the
Phil:delphia Record, at th: time it was owned by William Singerly.
A mortgage of 1755 calls the run "Gellie Run®, This was evidently
the Yelsh name for the stream, In 1807 Blair liecClenachan sold tp
Peter Wallover a paper mill on ill Creek, Lower lierion, This
mill had been the property of the confiscated estate of Joln
Roberts, the Tory miller wio was executad in philudelphia in
November of 1778, At the:time it was agreed ftlwiat the Dbuyer should
pay to the University of Pennsylvania, for educsational purposes,
68 bushels of wheat every six months forever,

Now, our sheet of paper containing the eagle watermark was
made in eigher the Gulley Run, or the 1ill Creek paper mills,

We are indebted to Charles K. Barker, who wrobte for the
Penn Magazine in 1926, *0ld Milles of Mill Creek, ILower iferion",
for information relating to these two mills,

Theeagle was & very popular emblsm among the pennsylvania
papermakers after tie Revolution, In the collzaction are many
sagles from the Delaware 1711l (1801) and William Levis Mill (1802)
on Ridley Creek,

™he letter conmtaining the eagle, of 1807, is writiten by Wum.
Montgomery of Philadelphia, to Captaln Hays of the brig wsupariorv,
instructing him upon reaching Havanna, to exchange the ten bales
of Tlemish linen for good coffee at not over 22 cente , or good
quality naw crop sugar at 12 reals, or brown at 8} reals,

Watermark Mo, 8 shows the Rose watermark (1789) by “B,Ip,and
G. F." Ve do not know who thizse two papermakars were, It occurs
on ihe paper upon which was printed YThe Perpetual Law of Jassa-
chusetts®. The printer to the court was Captain Thomas Adams, owner
of the "Independent Chironicle®, of Boston, He wams second cousin to
President John Addns,

Joseph Hergesheimer in "Foolscap Rose%, now appearing in "The
Saturday evening Post®, tells a fascinating story of a paper mill
in Ch=zster County; a paper Jjourneyman and a mill owner; and the
wriser mentions & rose watermark in his interesting romance,

A peculiar incident ocecurs in the Masachusetts Law Book (1789).
All of the n=zarly 500 pages contain the rose watermark, except
two sheets, and in one of these is a picador pounted on a prancipg
steed, armed with a lance, and on ths other sheet is the waterw
mark of a ferocious bull, head down, charging to the attack, This
bull-fight emblem is evidently the workm nship of a Spunish paper
Wilde

Watermark Bo., 9, is that of a two-masti square riggsd ship of
olden times, The letter "B® in the centire of the ship is likely




the firet letter of ths name of
and the flag flying at the sterx

I% i3 on paper without a date (but written from Havana) but
evidently about 1800, written to Captain John Barry, who was ta
commander in the United gtztzs Navy during the Revolutiorn, He
lied in 1803, liis nephew writes that hevleaves Havana in a few
hours after an embargo has held the good brig wgally® in port
for 24 days.®

tlie one who made the paper,
ern is more American than Spanish,

L

Next week we will comiinue our story of the wisshhiclkon




INTORUMATION LATELY 20UlND SINCE WRIMTING PREVIOUS ARTICLES. 1

Mill Mo, 20, William pewees Jr's paper mill, later Magarge's
mill at Wise'g Mill lanme,

January 26th 1739-40 wWilliam Dewees Jr writ to menjamin
Frankling; "I sent you last wesk a quantity of pu per and nm.
send you by same D2arer mora, to be placed to your credit,

On account of the great shortage in paper Pranklin, in 174'?,
T
1

2
tri=d Lo buy from cpanish mills, In 1754 peper se=ns ty have been
mor=2 plentiful, as William Daniell, of Kimgston, Jamaica wrote
Franklin, "dGK‘loft1”~.[,¢“ ; receipt of 10 reams of paper, and
asking for 50 more, us ne really is nuch in want, ®

A VIS

WATERUARKS OF FARLY ANERI CANMADH PAPHR.

Mrs, Boyd Nixon, who is interested in coll=cting historiqal
data for the gtate Idbrary at jarrisourg, has introduced me to
Mr. Barry Hepburn, a Philadelpnia at torney, He has a coll=ction
of over 800 letisrs and papers wri ttefl by Admiral Barry, other
Revolutionary hero=2s, and philadelphia merchants, These letters
ghow at le4ct 400 early watermarks om Amer i.r:'-.n-l.x.uie- paper of
that period. Mr. Davis, of the Pranklin Institute on the parkway,
has agrzed fto exhibit the cholcest samples in the room where the
aking machine is locatad,

O0f the 800 specim=ns abdbout hulf are 2arly Aamerican; the balanes
Bnglish, Dutch, Frepnoh and Spanish, The American papers containing
watermarks were produced in tie Rittenhpuse, Willcox, Katz,
Brandywine, Delaware, Levis, Mattehs, Turksy, sutler , ete papsr
mills,

One of the Gilpin(?) Beandywine watermarks is that ot a plow,
markad “work and grow ricun,

The most interea‘i:in,g one to us, hnowever, is that of th
German paper-maker, Henry Katz, the design of which is a
plant in full bloom, growing out of a vary ornate urn; t
dated 1780,

RBefore the R

ievolution nenry Katz and Jacib Hagey owned adjoining
paper mills on the 1li ttle stream running inte the gehuylkill river
nzar the pregsent site of the W, 0., Hamilton Paper (ompany, in
Whitemarsh ( No e oy A.C.C. I believe this to be gpringfield)
Township,



¥ilsy No., 21 the upper nzagarge paper uwill, 5

This miixr was on the wiesahickon, sast bank and just below
Spruce Mill Road, wiich was sargets 111l Road until 1784, and 1is
now familiar as rthomss ill Road,

the last ot the old red coverad bridges spamning the gr=aek,
is sti1ll heres, ana we trust it will naver 92 replaced vy a :odern
gtrueture, The otlhier four old wiassahickon red zovered vridges have
been removed: thse being tie gittenh.usestreet (or shurs lane)
above paper mili Run (or oneshona greex) thz ¥itchen's lane
bridge( or mMonastery avaenue) the Allen's Tane and the Iivezey's
léne briage, 7

13108 SRIDGE AT THOQITAS 10 LL ROAD,

By A. C. thadwick, Jr., 1928,

A8 I eome Lo tne pridge at Thomas pill Toad,
Thersa for years wisszshickon'g waters have flowed,
I gaze on itsg timbesra, wnich once paintsd rad,
nade 233y =uccess o'er Lthe ereek's rocky bed
For tie men and theip:-beasts, wiho hauled grist to the mili;
And althiough they nave gone, wl2 briage 1s there stuill;
A sturdy reminder of Ttmings wnich nave gone,
And a sign ot the progress of uen swrugzling on,

The ftrees ot uwa2 forest FWV2 Wood Tol 1T8 peams,
To carry tae weigni ot ine grain-laden wveams
Whieh cartzd the ioads to this ponderpus wheels
0of tns olafhomas xill, to 02 ground into meais,
Its piass are stili woarasd, 1tes rootl custs a shade
O'er the spiintered opia roaaway which artisans isila
Titn many a thought o1 wWie araughis to be borne
And the strain with which man-made structures are lorn,

now, lu's concrets and aveer wihiah are uped for the spuns
vhat eross stwreams and ilowlands wiisn men makes thedr plans,
And thie ocay ot the bridge which was once fTormed of wood
Has laft us forever, ss yime willed it should,

#ut thie revarsnce 1 feel for the taings That are pld
Crowds into my h=2art wh2n tne stoTry is told

of the old covered bridge, which at vhomas mill goad
gtill stanas where the was2ars 01 ages nuve flowed,

AT ter leaving the viliage of sommarhausen and tlhe lower pagarge
papar mill we journay up uhe Wissaliickon past tie ReX avenue
bridge and suatue of vregyuscung and find ourselves in grefeld,
now chestnut #ill, or thie upp:er end of what was once xkx a part
of Germantown,

Crafala is this name of wne town in yermany, which was the home
of the thirteen memonite families who founaad germanzown. zhey
gailad on suly 24th 1683 and resthied phil-.dalpnia on getédber 6sh
of ths same year,

Setwean tue lover and uppsr jgagarge nmilis we pass turougl the
deepest gorge ot the wissahiciton; on tne ghestnut Hili side the
hiéls are 400 feet high, and n=2.rly the same on the KRoxborough
side,

Here is given the facts of the tisleof our Mill No, Rkxx 21
and the 1474 acres surrounding it; 1689 Frankford land Company;
1708 John H, Sproegell; 1712 Thomas Trees; ironumaster wlo in
1690 owned one quarter of the William Rit tenhouse's first paper
mill: 1717 Thomas Carvel Sr.,



6/

The grist mill was built batween 1717 and 1736 and in 1737
Thomas Carvel Jr., scld the mill and land to Joseph Woelen 8r.,

a miller of Germantown,

In 1737 Joseph Woolen applizd for a road from Roxborough to
Chestnut Hill, known as Spruce 1iill road, He stated that he had
recently built a new grist mill and wished the road al¥eady 1n
use to be confirmed, The petfition was granted,

In 1738 VWoolen and his wife, lary, statzd that John Barge,
(the son of the wife, Mary, by a previous marriage) had deen of
great assistance and help and a trust was formsd for two years,
Apdrew RobesonoSrd, of Sumac patk ills, Wissahickon, and Jonathan
Robeson, were made trustees, At the end of the period one half of

he grist mill and land was to be given to John Barge, who married
Elizabeth, the daughter of Joseph Woolen, 8r(his step-sister).

Joseph Woolen Sr, died in 1739 , so that the other half of
the estate passed to Joseph Woolen, Jr.

We will leave the mill for a moment to describe the “Historical
lap of Chestnut Hill® designed and drawn by Joseph P, Sims, an
architact, All the early roads, with dates of confirmation, the
four Wicsahjckon-Chestnus Hill mills, the ancient heuses, ineluding
the pogition of the dwellings of John Barge, Rev, lichael gchlatter,
who built the paper mill on Paper Mill road in 1789; John Piper's
barn where when the Indians were holding their pow-wows at Council
Roek were given food and shalter; the farm of I702,that included
the 45 acre lower Jjagarge tract, a jockey riding & horse on the
race tract,an}f old mill road which is now Highland avenue,

8ll of these landmarks are near Mill Yo. 21,

We must mention a fa2w other scenss on the map, further away
from the mill, General Washgzinton and liis staff marcuing down
the Betinlehem Pike through Chestnut Hill to attack the British
in Cermentown; a fanciful drwaing of the William Dewees paper
mill of 1710 with a great undershiot wheel in tUie Toreground;
thhe arms of Penn and Pastorius; and to these Joseph P, Sinms has
added acor=s of otnsr historical facts,

The grist mill, at this date, was owned by John Barge
and Joseph Woolen, Jr. 4in 1750 the latter married Deborah, the
widow of Jonathan paul, of ill No. 22, A8 stated before she
had an interest in three of the Chestnut Hill mills, also the
Thomas Livezey Mill,in Roxborough,

The widows and daughters of the millers generally married
young and often, The millers wers the largest owners of propsriy
in the comuunity. At times a very nice dower went with the Dbride
ag in the case of Widow Beborali pPaul,

In 1754 Joseph Woolen Jr., became financially embarassed
and at a sheri{f's sale his brother-in-law, Joln Barge pur-
chased one quarter of 17ill 22 and 61 acres continaing the
grist mill, house, ete for 335 pounds, Also 194 acres and one
half of th= grist mill Ko, 21 thera2on erected, for 900 pound,

John Barge disd in 17586 and his will mentions his gpruce
i1l which was a paper mill and 243 acres of land which he
left to his widow, Blizabeth and their children,

He left the Wouse in chestnut 1ill (at 8502 Germantown ave)
to his mother, }Mary, providing she stayed away fTrou"her present
husband®, She s=ems to have done batter in lher first itwo
marriages than she did in her third,

In 1766 lfary Dewe=s, wife of Pamer Dewees, and dauguter of
John Barge, sold a quarter interest in the mill and land %o
Joseph Mather, who had married Blizabeth , the widow of Joln
Barge, In 1774 Joseph Wather was taxed for the mill and in 1783
the miller was taxed for & grist mill(one quarter) 3

To Joseph Mather and three guarters to narew parge, the
gon of John,

In 1784 the heirs sold the property to Daniel Thomas, &
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uill Fo, 23: Jondthen peul's grist uill
Tedyuscung Woolen and Codton Paciory,

AT ter leaving the Upper Jagarge paper mill we have a three

”u?rt““ of a mile walk through the desp rocky gowvge of the
/issahiickon to Bell's 1ill Roazad Bridge,

There are but few automobiles here, All is quiet and restful,
our miniature i1llustration shows qul,_ a codlectiorn of buildings
of the Tedyuscung 1111l of 1870 that stood upon the site of the
ancient Howell Grist 1ill of 1710, The tiie background you ngtice
how the hidden valley of the wissalkaékon ie opening out into the
plains of Springfield and Whitemarsh townships, once a fertile
agricultural couniry, but now coverad with the greens, fairways
and aktractive c¢lubhousesof many golf clubs,

It hos besn proposed by thz good peonle of RoXborough and
Chegtnut Hill that ano ther great high bridge such as the Walnut
lane and Henry avenue structures should span thie Wissalickon

ley in this section,
In the fuzure when tie uatxﬂaﬁ 1l Chureh of Christ, being erected
in Roxborough just peyond the 9th milestone on Ridge road, is cone
pleted better tra spof:ualod avenu=s will De required to reach
the pgrzat fane und its besutiful surroundings,

If the old time Indi:n Wilo once were housed in Jolin Piper's
barn could return today to the Wissahilckon they would be terrified
to see such imp:ovements as golf course and cathedrals occupying the
Bite of their happy hunting grounds,

In the small section of J. P. Sinms large map of "Historic
Chestout Hill", that we reproduce tnis wesek, you will find the
exact location of this paul mill, and a ud“crlpuloi of the villuge
of Crefeld, the upper section of the four divisions of Germantown.

Also please note the fox hunter folliowing tie hounds riding
down the hill s from Roxborough and about to pass over the bridge;
and thes péti2enment known as Punpkinville in 1840,

The other four inserts of the Dewees lill, General Washngton,
Sowers Printing offices and the Indian encampnent give the text
under each, deascriving the scenes reproduced,

How w2 must retumn fto the subjeet of the contents of the old
musty deeds 'nd surveys which tell us the early history of the
ahcieﬂu grist mill,

In 1684 J, I. Van Bebber is granted 61 aeres in the village
of Crefeld, from the gSpringfisld(northwestern city)line to the
Sommerhuusen line,

Nerly all the grants in Germantown were long narrow parallelogranms
and this particular tract wis about 1850 feel long and owly 400
feet wide; with the Wissahickon Creek and Bells 1{lll road bisecting
the plot,

In 1704 van Bebbexr sold the plantation to Thomas Rutb ter and
namuel gavage, the former veing said to have puilt at Janatawny in
1727 the first iron forge in pPennsylvania, It was attacked by
Indiang in 1728 but tue; war2 repulssd with gre:t loss by the
worlkmen,

The n:xt owner of the property wag Danisl Howelil, in 1710,
and he it was who built the grist mill, His son, Benjamin, purchased
the mill in 1730, He married Catharine papen, the grand daugh ter
of William Ri tterhiouse Sr., the original paper maker ot the
Colonie

In 1733 a petition for tae c0ﬁ?iruutio of the line of a road
to Banjamin Howedl's mlill, statsd that a grist mill had been

in existence for over 20 years where this rOad crossed tlie Yiscae
hickon; that the road was now onstructed and asked tiat the

road be confirmed fwowm thie north side of Ch=atnut Hill to Robeson
or Ridge road., The petition was accepted, The road has had many
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names, including Howell's Road, Paull's 1ill Road, Widow paul's
road, Bell's 141l road, Thorp's lane, and now again Bell's uMill
Road, The present bridge was built by Isaac Bell in 1820,

In 1738 Howell sopld the mill and 61 aeres of land for 1800
pounds, to Jomathan pPaul, son of Jolin and Jary Paul, of Abington.
Jonathan married Deborah Kenton, He died in 1748 and she married
Joseph Wodlen, Jr., in 1750,

In 1739 Jonathan sold one-guarter of the mill and land to
Jacob Leach, znd inll758 he sold the same to Thomatlivezey 3rd,
In 1739 Jonathan sold one quarter to Charles Heaply and he in tum
sold it in 1782 to Joseph Woolen Jr,

The first mention of a school in Crefeld (Chestnut Hill) was
in 1745, It was on Paul'e 11l road aboukbi800 feet weat of thse
mill, a~d was for the accomodation of the inhabitants of German-
town, Whi temarsh, Springfield and Roxborough Townships, “our of
the millers were trustees; Jonathan paul, Jolin Barge, Garrett
and Henry Dewees,

At the time of 2 sheriff8g sale in 1754 Joseph Woolen, Jr
to John Barge, the latter procured half of the mill,

The deed of sale stated that John Vandaren was occupying this
mill in 1754, In the next year vandarsn purchased the Roxborough
grist Mill (Wo l.) Apdated at the mouth of the Wissahieckon, and
thie old Robeson Grist and saw mills (Noe&, 2 and 3) on Ridge rosad.

Jonathan and Deborah Paul had a daughter, JMary, who inherited
one half of Iill No 22, She marri=d her cousin John pPaul, who
was the brother of Joseph Paul who ownsd }ill No. 20, In 1758 tle
Livezey quarter was sold to Johin paul, In 1769 the latter was
taxed for a grisbt mill and 272 acres; and in 1774 for the mill
and 102 scras,

The Suburban Press, on June 22nd 1933 published a short
account of this 1{ill No 22, but it =mkimw related mostly to the
fact that Geheral Armstrong led his Pennsylvania Division of
Washing ton'g Aryy , on getober 4th 1777, o Chestnut nill to
attack the Hessians at Vandarents J[ill, over the bridge that is
now Bell's 1ill Road bridge.

On the subject of the Revolution we mamt to state that there
were losses sustained by thi millers of the Wissahickon and
Wi nBohocking crezks, Tlie amounts which they received as rein
bursement fro. the American govarmaent afier the war were; geoxrge
Dannenhower wlio owned a grist mill on the Wingolhocking and who it
was that guided General Argestrong's amy down fdvvandarens from
its ckippack camp on ¢gctoves 4th 1774, received 434 pounds, peter
Hinkle who owned a Cresheim Valley grist mill 256 pounds; Jacob
Lasn (Iosh) the powder msker of Cresheim valley 239 Pounds,

As we have mentioried Pipar's barn sevsrsl times we beg to
quote Dr, J, J., MacParlana as follows: Yper.severalyears after the
settlement of Germantown the Indians gathered at Council Roeck, and
while engagad in their pow wows, whiclh sometimes continuzd for a
montlh, they mada2 th=2ir headquarters at the barn of John Ppiper,
whoin they considered their frisnd, and who gave them both food
and shelter, The Pipexr properiy, later owned by ¢, A, Newhall, was
between Chestnut Hill avenus and Rex avemie, west of Seminole
avenue " .

John paul the ownsr of 11411 No.22 ,dded in 1783 and left the
mills and 204 acres to his sons, Jolhin and Joseph I[. Paul,

In 1801.they sold ths merchsnt mill and land to Jawmes and
Is8iah mell, mill=rs of Germantown., In 1812 James sold his half
to Isaiah, In 1835 & cshieriiftsg sale disposed of the property fo
william and gsamu=sl Bell and thay transfered it to Catiimrine
“horp, wife of Isaac Thorpe, and in 1844 ghe sold the mill and
140 acress to John U, Thorp. Another sherifi's sale passed it back
to Catharine Thorp, At this time it a large three-story calico




printing, dyeing and bleichiing establisluasnt, with other houses
and dwellings,

In Smedley's map of 1862 th
Yool and Cotton Pactory¥.

In 1864 they wer= purchased by Bishép & Kelly, then angther
sheriff{'s sale in 1866 passed the on to Johin B, Bishop, and &bout
1870 the city purchased the tract, demolished the mills and
addad thes land to FPeirmount Park,

Prank R, Watson, th= architect of the Cathedral Church of
Christ, Roxborough, between Ridze avenue and Hagy's Mill road,
informs us that tie sits of the greai fane is 417 feet above
gea level, one of the high=st points in Philadelphia County.

"Iady Chapel" a unit of the chthelral, facing Ridge avenue,
is already complete, and foomx the windows one can see the great
Delaware River suspension bridge, Bryn iawr, and the vallies of
the Schuylkill and Wisszahi ckon,

Vhen completed the tower will be 22 feet higli from the floor
of the nave,

5]

&

mills were called “Tedyuscung




the site of Paul'es Grist }
th the next mill let us

mill,

3 C, Chadwick, Jr., editor of The Suburba

88, Xborough, and I mads a gearch for the lost Goddess of

Iiberty,and we found her on a rock faeing almoset south , dn the

east side of the Wissahickon, betwsen the Pro Bono Publico Fountain

and Wisel's Mill Dan,

TR

1l at Bell'c
2larce our sipps

It tuakes, however, a great deal of imagination to see anything
that resesmbles the noted emdlesm of f2
Ve ':-l.':o ';ou. pho tofraphs of D4 Zi the woods just
-] it in 1742 was the York & lUaris
r mill rosd; also the ol; Tugurge shiimpgey stack that is about
feet above the pre: ild
4.

= 1 T e Pl U
Hartwell avenua pri aEge, 2105

?_40

Now let us sbart out ugﬁin ?Jo Bell'g MilL Road and walk about
half a mile up the Wisahickon to the sliarp bend of the oreek,

The Andorra Nurseries,ade on:the 1eft .and ILehmant'g map of
Crefeld(1751) gives us the position of Henry Dewees paper mill, It
1s about 200 feet further up the creek than the position given
on Bims HisStorical liap, as Teproduced in The Suburben Press luagt

week,
In our walk the Inilils on both sides ot tlhie ereek have Decome
smaller, and the gorge is opening out into the plains of
gpringfield and Whitemarsh Townships on ths other side of
Horthwes tern avenus,

Henry Dewees owned a farm and dwelling over the border in
Springfield Township, on the road to Barren Hill, and todaj

three golf course$; the Roxborough Country Club, the larble Hall
Golf Courge, and the Whitsmarsh @ountry Club, with :591r ;r‘»n!
fairways , etc are located on the old Tar:s, and add grestly %o
the charm of the scenery,

The paper mill was on a Bmall tract ef only one half an
aecre, with a frontage of 66 feetl on the Wissaliicken and running
back about 450 feet, Thii sall ftract would not a2llow for & dam pn

the Wissashickon, so the mill must have been built mrmexg on the
creek that flows down from Whitemarsh and ppters the Wissahickon
t this point, A small stream passed tarougl. Andogrra Nurseries
and joins the 1it ‘;1zw+ r Lo.J"ueut-~1 avanue,
The half acre we are degeriving was dn Crefeld village; part
tract tiiat Thomas Trees purchased in 1703, He sold
pete

of an 81 acr=
it in 1734, to Pester EKnous, a2nd in 1747 Garrett pewees purchased
42 acres, @Garrett was the son of Willizm Dewess Sr WwWio inlierited
one half of his f.tu:. g Jill No. 26,

-]

On December 9th 174? garrett Dewess , a miller, with wife Agnes,
sold to his brPther Henry Dewees, & paper maker oT gpringfield
Township, one half acre and here, before 1751, Henry Dewees built
his paper mill,

Now thie 1747 de:
and Dr, M#cPFarlane

-

d states fiat Henry Deweeg wag a paper maker,
ecu:d? in nentioning thie (Cleaver Mill, near
Tlourtown on the Wiscahiclkon, mthe adjeining tract belanged to
lanry Deweesg Wwho h:ﬂ a papsr mill theras before the one wamicli he
o:ul, t. the and of tha Crazkw,

Henry Dewees (1716-1801} WﬂrTiJ& Raehiel, and had siX sons

+ ra -
E 1atex v

ns of ..,u;u.., Henry Jr., we will me:
Henry Dewses 8%, in making up:-i:ion for a road states that
&5

2

7
e owned two tracts of land not far distant foyom each other wihe
one where the dwe2lling hiuse standetl is situated in ppringfield
lfanor, and the other on wihich & paper mill is builst is in Germale
town township¥.







Mill No. 24: William Dewses, 1710, Becond Paper Hill in the 57
Colonies,

The historical map in gur artilce of Novauber 23rd Bave the
location of the 100 acres of land upon which this mill waz built.

The plantation is now ownsd by the llount 8t, Joseph Colliege, and
is bounded by th=s Wissahickon Creek, Germantown avenue, and Horthwesotern
avenue,

In 1684 the loo acres was owned by Jacod Telner and Dirck gipman,
In 1701 and 1702 Heivert Papen purchased the tract, He was born in 1655
and came to Amefic=w in 1685, and about 1690 marriesd Blizabethh Ritten-
house, the daughter of William Ri ttenhiuse the tirst paper maker of the
Colonies, Papen died about 1708,

Willilam Dewees purchesed from tlie Papen heirs, in 1710, the 100
aeres that vegen about 500 feet east of where the Wissahiclkon eroesses
City line, and ended about 300 feet west of Germantown avenue,

It is said that William Deweas and lls bro tlier-ir-law, Wicholas
Rittenhouse were apprentices in the first paper mill in America, on raper

7411 Run (HMonoshone Creekx) RoxXdorougn,

vr, J. J. lacRarlane,idonckrccorx An hise history states: wThe existence
of this mill as esarly as 1710 is shiown by extracts f™om the records
ot the personal accounts of Hev. Paulus Van Vieet, a Duteh Haformed
minister in rennsylvania, The following antries are scattered through
the churdh records of the congregation: Theysbegin with December 18th
1710; %Received from William Dewses 4 quires of paper at 74d per quire.
wine paper 10 at 9d per guire; 5 quires of papsr at 64 per quire, 5
quires of paper at T3 d per quire, eteh®

we mentioned willianm Deswees gr. before when he duilt thae paper
mill on the 45 aeres in gomasrhoausen that later bocame the lower
Magarge nill,

Deweas was born in 1677 i» Lievwarden, Holland, He arrived in New
york in 1688 and sgon afterward ssttlad in vermantown, In 1704 he was
sheritt of yermaaniown,

In the =2arly 1710's thers ware but three dwellings in (refelt
(Chestoput Hill) one of which was that of Dewees, It siood xkmut on the
west side of wermantown avenue betwsen ¢ity Iine and the Wissehlckon,

AT ter 1890 it was demolishsd,

rlymouth settlers spoke of having to go theough “the wilds of
zermantown" on their way to the eity,

the whitemarsh Reformad Church,erganized on 1710, was the first
congregation in chestnut Nill, For 31 y=ars the members held mee tings
in the home of willlam Dewses, He was one of the eurly slders, In 1711
his wite, gliristina Meels, wasa member,

Vhat 18 now Germantown avsrue was opened in 1687 as a ecart road
from Pront street Philadelpnia to Plyimouth Township (west of Wil teusirsh
on the pehuylkill river)

A low bridge likely crossed the Wissalilekon at an early perioed,

un Jareh 3 1729/30 Wwilliam Dew=es and others p=stitioned the gourt
as follows: "The himble petition of Willian Dewees and ¢ ther ishabitants
of the younty of =hilsdelpiia, Mwably sheweth that your petitioner,
willism Xmwmmx Dewees hias b2en an inhabltant 88 Ger wan Township for
meny y=ars by past and has ba2en sncouragsr of trade and benefacior %o
thie county by is mills, constantly going to furnish part of the eity
and countyyabout him ; thst not only emply of the ssaid nills dut your
petitionser'e communication with the neighborligod in the upper psris of
the gounty 18 much hindersi by ths atoppage in an old aceustomsd road
hereafter mantionad for many years past for travellers trevelling thesge
parvs to ths pgreat damage of your patitioners and the county within
some miles of the said place, mhat yo petitloner with several others
nath by vYolustary suvseriptions bdbusi v and ersotad a bridge ovar ylssa-
nickon exresk near unto Dewees nills foxr the convenience of said road
and better accomodation of travalars that travel in thiepart of the
county which is thought to attributs muech to the couniry's good; and thi
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your petitioners having been at grealt charge and axpenge for the non-
enlence o the maid rodad, humbly raquests the honorable gourt %o appeint
8 Jury to L iy the said road open. It leading {.m: of riorth wales or
dyioutis road on Ch=astnut uill down to the daid mills fromm tlience %o

1dre ob2son's or Rocksburrow road and leading u» the nanatawny and
wie uppar purts of this country and to make thi2 sam an estadbiished rTouad
oL, "ete, ‘nd your petitioners as in duty Dbound will ever pray."

In 1713 Dewzes sola the mill and 100 aeres to sicliolss Ritéénlipousce

. :tt'rsp *r XX A, Tunis and Joli~ Jorgas, The firsi three were flie

exXsculores of the astats of . Papen, Trom whom Dewaes had bou mt tiie 100

geres in 1710,

Jolin Borgas marrisd Psyohe Rittenhiouse, a the daughiter of wicholas
Rittennouse,

low we ‘cwo':: notiding of the peper mill from 1713 until 1729, i»n which
year Dewaes again purchased 93 acras of tile 100 sere tract that he hud
oprce gac .l_"-i'f'l i'-‘- 1710, which sontsinad a paper :.lill geist mill, ete.

In hie p23ition for the road in 1729 Dewee ..ntm’ that his mille
"conatantly meing to Turnishing part of the eit by and esounty abhout him.n

Prom. this= we would suppose that Treom 1713 u:1';il 1729 Dewess continuéd
To earry on thz paper mill and also added a grist mil1l,

#ut we will se next -,.m-\l— that when hie purchased thie properiy in
1729 he and liis sorn-in-law, Hen "Jﬂn“;e’s, app-ar %o have built a naw
paper mill and a grist mill gn the acre just purchased,
‘e balieve the site of ths _ul.) __:-_n--.--a" mill was adjoining or on

the same spot as the milis of 1729, Y
=
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8ime torizal pap, Lehman'g Chestnub Hill ma p of 1750, and
reteld Townsilp map,of 1751, 51l losate Hhie mill sn the ;_11’1,: race
"t of the Wissulhiickon eresi and iermantown a venue,

T Today you stand on ths German town averus Hr r.i;'-=e betwwen the

=
mill race and the wissshicikton erseiz, about 150 Teet to the nortiiwest
you will gee sguare 1:ill houss marked n1753-1869%, The wuteEssof the
ancisnt mill racs now turn 2 wheel that pwips water from a nearby
well (see 1liustration) to tha duildings of Mount 8t. Joseph gollage
that are on tha hillsida tog the laft,
fe are grestly intsrssted in the wd@ther vane of a €ish on the

top ot the covering of th= well. Possibly that way lave decorated one

£ th : 0 1

1d mills, Leluman's map,of 1751 decorates this mill
at might have bazn a Tish,
e c¢1+ fish is @0 often mantionad in comeation with tie
wiscamiekon cresk that the amblam wmay have aome looal Glgni“
. 0. Qhadwiek, or., editor of e suburban Pra8g, &lo
other day, on top of the Talls of scuylkill sranch of the _.'?re_.
library, at idvale avenue and wardan rive, a weatlier vans degi
ag a catfish, with wattle irons;
gur next article will describa ths Papa2r nill and grist mill that
were hare in 1729,
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UTLL Hoe 25: William Dewees and Jolin Gorga s({1728)
Rotten Stone paper(Asbestes or Hoznblende)

%We have bafore us a United =tate Geologieal ¢ urvag map, glvfing
tne contour lines o1 the twenty miles rJ*Gth wiziech the wisshickon
Trowe,

At th= Mouth ot the wissahiclon Where ill no., 1 wa¥ situated,
now the Philadelphia Canos ¢lub, the hi=ight abuve tidewater gr the
wisuahiekon is 25 Teel, sever miles above(worthwastern avenus)nmupioine
XEXXXx were iills Nos. 24, 20, and 26, lowatzd on the wount s+, Joseph
Coliege property. Here the coreek wag in tihie 140 leavel.

ithe wissahickon rises near j=nsdals whers tie heighs is 360 feset
above ticswater, =o thnt the falli 1ro:a source to mouthh tarouzh the
twenty mliles is avout 335 faet,

A peculdir fzaturs of the wWwiss:hickon 1s that it RTIVIRSES Naturerg
general ache*-le  ofs r a WEiSi’I‘-COUrSQ. INSTIAD OF SsTARTISGIINAHILLY

CUURTHRY AND THAM I NG HA0UG 10 LTS “ND AT A FLAT PLAIN, 1T HISES
AND JLGAN rJ“]‘,S. ¥ K ‘::IJU»:f:,. “Z'I, ._&JTZER THROUGH ILAT LJID TOR T*‘UU' TEEN
_1...-_,.5.‘ UNTIL IT REACHES BELL'S IILL ROAD AND THEY ENTZRZS THE DuEP,

HI LEY GORGHE FROM THERE 10 'LE’.‘!E HOUTH OF ';JI: CR4BH

Last weak we Told the story of williaun Dewees 1710 paper mili, Joel
Muselitl, puper making historian, statzz tht vit was erected on a small
stream tiuat enptied into whe wissahiockon Creekx near the panor of
Springtiela? This is th- stram tnat erosses paper pill Road and the
sethlehem rike and eniers the wisazahickon near wue present Dwees Dan,
Un thie ersek and une present papesr Mill road in 1759, the Rev, lichael
Senlatter built his paper mili mo. 28,

we know thst in 1713 Dewees sold the paper nmill to four men,end
Ot whom was John Gorgas, S we Suppose tnatv this ,ili mo. 25, was tie
one wiere Dewses and Gorgas manufactured puaper made from rotten stone.
in 4729 when Dewees askzd for wie confirmation of the road past his
miiss e stated that tlie milles were vwconstuntly going® so that he must
have continu=d opsrsating the mill after seliing ic¢ in 1713,

Paper made from asbeastos ic mentionad by a Jesuit priest in 1646,

na in 1727 a German naturalist had four of his books printed in that
material, In 1854 B, faniere obtained a patant in Wngland tor tire
proot paper, the2 ashastos was rendered wery fine and pulpy, =2nd was
mixed with the pulp of rags,

Ipalah Thomas, the tirst historian of AmeRican printing, wrote
tnat %as early as 1728 William Dewees and John Gorgas had 2 mill on the
Wissalhdekon where they mznufuctured an imitation of asses' skin paper
for memorandun books, which was wall exscutea,® John srighter, an aged
paper maker in pennaylvania, and who gave this aceount, obgerved that
this kind of paper was msde of rotten stone, which is tound in seversl
plsces ne2ar and to the northwest of phil delpnia, =2nd that the method
of eciscning this papser was to throwit in thie fire tor a short time when
it wag takan out perfeectly fair.

the Acadeny of matural Sceiences, in pniladelphia, have a specimen
of asbestos at l=ast twelve inch2s long trom the Jieper guarries near
chagtey, pua,.

Anothexr intersting case of adaing a mineral with paper iz that
on whiech was print=d4d american Colonial money as early as 1758, printed
by ¥ranklin & Hall, also Delawars and paryland notes of 1770 to 1776.
IT you murn the paper arpund in your hand-in the sunlight you will see
thut it is alive wiwh suali particles of mica, or isinglas., This kfneral
was added vo make it mors ditrieult to countarfeits the mote, and it
read "counterfeit is death",

Iin 1774 mxomxxx this country was on the gold standard; a dollar
note printed in Amnnapolis, md., could pe exchanged in Lomdon tor gold
and s1lver &t tuse rate ot Tour shiiiings 2ixX pence per doliar,

william w, Willéox; of th2 willeox Ivy nill, chaster greek,
pelawars gounty, telis ms thast some 01 this colonial money was mude in

=,




1ids ot his ancestor, 62—
g0 much rmica is found bn th2 Tocks along the wissahickon 1t 18

very probable that somsz of tiuos Colonial paper was also made in the

miltie ol zanis section,

. At a much later period tns willcox IVvy r21lls also mad= thz note
paper used by ths givernment and the anericzan sunk note Company, in the
printing of uUnited statestnotes, but they worked into the paper silk
gtrands to manke it more dorxicult to counterfeit the sanma,

It is unfortunats that thers are no deed, surveys, mortgages, or
wiiis to give yxu any positive inforiaation regarding the hisiory of
this paper mill (no, 25) betwesen 1713 and 1728,

WiLLIAM DEWIES PAPER AND GRIST MILL W 26. (1739)

On mareh XXX 26t 1729 the heirs of Heivert papen sold %o Willian
Dewses 3r,, 93 acres of land, grist mille, two pairs of sbones, a paper
mill and wast of land, messuage or tenament and mill dbullaings, Tids
land waes a4 part ot th2 100 acres tnst Dewees bought in 1710 and sold
s 8 o B i 68, B
AN apgresmant made on Tebruary 2nd 1730 between William Dewsesg and
wite ghristina ieels, with Ilenry Antes (Dewees' son-in-law) the mills
werzs puilt by and ersctad at =2qual cost and expense 6f william Dewees
apd llenry Antas., Digsing and making dams and mily race , providing gears,
0T tn= the paper mill, were at chiarge of william Dewees, For mongy and
labor expended 4, anteg and 25 p@unds sterling hs recived gne halt
inwer:et in two acores and milis, th2 paper mill is only To be run with
aurpius water, wihen there is more than enough bo sUp.ay Tha grisv wilis,
sNtes wola An 1798 Nis nalt interset in tha= grist mill, Douluing nitls,
and mi:l Nouse, at tile cornzr of briige extenaing by lazes wililan
Dweezes, with two aceres ot wmily racss ana sutirlcisnt standing plave and
» . accomo8TIONS 10r norses, carts, carriages, vaasfsor bu.l‘h’ whedt zlour
easks, tinber or other shings 10T use and service ol saild Zaiis, not %o
exc2ed twao meres; %o vsoseph wodlen ur, miller of wermantown, after
gsellinzg nis intersests in ths mills Antes mpupghht a mili near perkionen
Craesl 1@ panover jownship,
We quote agailn tiom Dr, lacrarlane's "iistory of marly chestnus
Biiav: wyilitam pews=es was zman o1 nobla charncter and consifierables
torce--4n gpermantown he neld almogt every otiice in the giitt ox tne
peopie. Henry Antas, his son-in-law, was one of wile most prominent men oI
his bame and wae acetive in all religious and pnilantirepic movements
toat Look place in the sastern part ot pennsylvania, nis assoeclatzs were
gueh men as zinzindorf, whitetield, puhlenbverg and wyesier, whitetield,
wno preached at nis home on Swanp greek in yrederick Jownsnip, in 1740,
caiied 20 &« Phtenman:s plantation, The Rev, Dr. Dubbs, in speaking ot
sntes, said, tHe stooa by the sice of whitefield,
And p2ayed in=a german tongue,
Yhen the elarion voice of tne praacner
pter the hills of Frederick rung,
They know not eaczi otaer's language,
NoTr did they m=24 it then,
¥or thes one er=id fAllelujai®
And the other said, "amenint

william pew=es di=d in 1745 and wne Duried , as wers later nis wiie
gatharine und gong yarrsss and nenry, in the upper vernansown BURying
t . wroupd,
He wiliea one nalf ot his milis and land to nis son warrett; we
bequest aiso raading; "the running gear 01 the paper milli 10T mo long
a8 time as the heirs shall think tit to keep up & paper mili thare in
tne miithousen, Thelother sON, Henry, may have managed thies paper
Iﬁ;-&.zg;ﬁ :’1:6:.1“?13 bought & half XARALLAE aers and erecte 4. PARSY fbl!
Yo . thie ¥end ot the ypasi, in 1747, he was named 1X
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ag a papsrmaker, 63

for a f2w yeare now we wil: find that thsese mills (No. 26
ownad one half by Garrett and one RBalf by Joseph wolien yr, Le
alspose of the ywwees intarest 1irst,

welman'g nap of chestnut nill (1750) mariks th2 location as
Dew=eg ill, a onepstory bpburlaing wath a large pointed roof,

garret Dew=es marrisd Agnes Jtreeper, the sister of William
gtreeper, who owned mill No 27, just over XXX Northwestern avenue,
tiiat 1s new the property of the University of Pennsykvania, In 1701,

arret eold to William gStreepsr all of the mills and lands, He only
owned a half intersst however, and in 1760 Streeper sold the two
haif interesis to Nathaniel gheppard, In 1761 it is discovered that
gtreeper only had a half interest to sell, so the deed is corrected
and Sheppard only received a half interest, In Lehman's lap of
Crefeld, 1751, the mill is markel Streeper's lill, and on the top of
the mill is a wea ther vane,

In 1767 sheppard/f sold , at auction, his half interest to Jonathan
Paul, brother of Joseph Paul, who owned Iill lio. 20 at Wise's Mill lane.

"Po be sold at thes Coffee House (Front and Walnut streets, Philadel-
phia) one equal half of a stone grist mill, dwelling house and steble,
with about twp acres of land thersunto belonging, lately called or known
as Dewees Uill, Also one tract of 44 acres a part df which hss good
meadow and in which is a good orchard situated on the north side of the
wisshhickon Creek about 11 miles from Philadelpiifia, voundad oy she gGreat
Road l2ading from Philadelphia %o R=2ading. Iikewise one trsct or piece
of land siutated on the south side of said creek and adjoining the
apbove deseribed premises, in which is a gZood stone house and a young
orcharc contédbning about 9 acres, The whol=2 will be sold together or
separate to suit purchasers, The twont acts of land anf the moiety of
the mill are undey leade at 85 pounds eterling per annum."

In the deed of transfer the land sold wae 124 scres and a half intela
est in the mill and 2 acres, the price paid was 1008 pounds,

The %good stone house" mertioned in the auction sale, may have been
the william Dewees Dwelling wheras for 33 y=ars the services of the
vwhi temarsh Reformed Church services were hsld, It was torn down after
1690,

Wow let us return to 1738 and RXxmwxxxx foliow the otier half
interest of the mill, Tt would appear tjat llenry S8nt2s only owned a
half interest in the mill and two aocres, Hoseph Wollen, 8r., bought
tnis interest, In 1750 Joseph Wollen Jr., who lad inherited the halt
interest and Deboral Paul, widow of Jonathan paul, entered into a nuarriage
apgreement, The weaalng shewtly to take place,

Tor five shillings Pmbxpanxdseiminzinxhnzex Wollene deeded to her,
or her heirs, one half interest in the grist mill, boulting mills,
milihouse, and one half ot two acres of land, as a marriage settlement,
The tax list records of 1769 show Jonathan paul, grist mill 115 acres;
1774 same; 1783 Jonathun Paui half of grist mill and 60 acres; Join
Trump Estate halt of grist mill,

Debgrah Kenton-Paul-\Wollen, before 1773 married again to John
Trump, of Idwer Dublin (what a womanl) as in that year ey placed a
Wortgage with the "Corporation Relief to Desiitute Jlusterxxipmx of
ghips* upgn the half interest in the grist mill and two acres, boulting
mills, mill house, dams, and mill race are also mentioned, The morigage
and intersst was paid oft in full in 17 :

In 1800 Jonathan Paul (must have been & son of Deborah's} sold his
half interest for 3000 ppunds to nias brother Juco® Paul, miller of
Germantown. (Jonathan, Jacob and Joseph wers all brothers). Stone
messuage , grist mill, also other land meniioned,

Jacob paul, you remember was the one woo in 1794 purchased from
Isaac Potts, the house that Washington used as headquax ters while at
Vvalley Forge,

Paul miﬁ‘l' aleo have purchased tanes otlier half inter=ssgt veloni
ths the Trumps, a8 in his will of 1806, ha leTt the entire mill




TOo his Bon, Samuel Paul, A pephew, Jacob Paul Jones, iren merchant, é‘f
in 1839 sold to Josepl liiddleton , of Germantowntie mesnuage
and three lots oE land of over 43 'cr'z.,, dam rights, said mi

5

keep dam up to mark it was in Willlam Streepers time,®
Joseph ] ld-.ileto-“ in 1839 built an attractive dwelling on the
hity above the mill and named it "lfontecello®, after thie home of
Tho g Jeffarson,
The dwelling oecupied the sit
(Mt. St, Jbseph's) (see illius ,:k.tl
tiie foreground on the left was ths zit: the 8 2
and grist mill of 1729, Today the mill race carries :-:% water fron
thie old Dewees dam in to the mill building and turns & wheel that
pumpe the w-ter from a nearby well, which we illustrated lastlweek, ll"
Middleton rented the mill as on a map of 1840, 11t is e¢5ll=d "Ely's (!’ ‘U

J..iJ.J.", and on one 0‘-'.‘ 1854 wHolloway's :"l.L“

In 1u 38 Joseph 1fiddlston sold the mill and three lots of ’ 1"
land for | la,'?;tJ to thse ] cSherrystown ,g-:d,”,, In 1869 it was * 5{?0"‘
changed i.‘ﬂ name to "ilount Saint Joseph's Aca d.nm,_ru and today i""d‘
ount S8t. Joseph's College., Dpuring the winter sesson 1300 young girls
receibed eduzation and in the swaner ths sgame nuwaber of Sister-Tuacleres
XxxENdx are at the College,

over the doorway of the punphouse a datestorne Teadaswl?53-1869v,

I belkeve thiat one of the $ister-Teachers is preparing a history
ot the College also a short history of the mills of the earlisr

(Note : Several subseribers ot The guburban Pre have
Wri tien reguesting information ragarding 1;‘1@
genealogy of the Wise and Smick "“:.::u.lle.;, =8
follows: About 1853 or 54 a lr, Wise , of
Roxborough :;-'.: tied Bana R. he: 2
daugliter of Leonard Repsher oF:

The Christian name of 1Ir, Wis =
Lloyd Smick, bprn 1810, Depu

Philadelphis, 1846 co 18562, died in 1854.
211' name of hig parents and firvet wife are




Miil no, 27:gtbEepar---riper--~Univaersity Arboretun uill, 6

{ Mount st, Joseph
QJ Orzsk over
e < % -
ioNLgomery

llian renn za
waria spring 1N
(5e2 our syrvey of ioxborough in July 27th art
Mddam Penn reguesiad an outlet from the panor % the schuylikill
river and so a atrip about 250 fest north of *nrnu1,owu and goxbhorough
was gliven to her, On this strip about 200 fe2et noxth of @ity Line
Wiitiam “treeper Pr built before 1761 a grist nill uig a saw mill.
Brs. lydia T, lJorris died on January 24th 1932 and willed %o
i
La

ld to his wife
ap of 1681-1688,

1
he tract of 73 acresvwBloonfpeldn, in

the univarsity of rennsylvania

pringfisld Township, which containsg flie gireeper pill, and 85 aseor=as
"Compton", south of (¢lty Iins, mwbutionx extending fto Millerest
avenue, thestnut 1ill, mhe gift is known ag "fie 1orris Arboretum”
of the university of pennsylvanian, A descripiion of the gift , printed
in 193 ne yissaliiekon on a

52, mantions ths old mill von the east bank ot ¢

n of the estate known as sloomfield, standa a picturesque grist

mill on the site of an earlier mlll which antedatsd ths Mevolution, Iwiving
aterithe=21, this old millup to recently gr.ﬁnu grain supplies
c-t 1= on the farm of the estata, M,

i

rgtnts in chestput Hill wag also ¢ s
grant of lbuL hwd Papen tract of 1701, It is on this tract that the
Arboretun is laﬂiudd The printsd aceant reads: "The g arboretun
at ite very birth wss a T 11-?1=1 2d botanical garden, The University
of rennsylvania which was, it 1= "”11, the first university in this
country to have a departusnt of botany, has, as it builde upon this n=sw
toundation, potentialities in tlds field suecli as few educational institue
tions hava.ever been glven at a single time.n

roday & turbine wlieen driven by th=2 waters of the wisaniclkon,
+

=]
paesing through a wil)l race, gives the power to turn tlie whsel and
punmp the water from a spring or well into the Sdrm buildings at the

Arboretun trasts of Bloomfield und gompton.
“his is one of thie very fTew of the 48 Wisgahickon pills that
today are gtill runring.

Let us now take uo tie history of the gtreen2r family. Willian

HjTreenar BY., wag one of the foundzrs of Germantown, 112 came fromn
yrefsld; sailed o» tlie "Concord® and r=ach2' #hiladelphia pcto berx
oth 1683, William =tresper rageivaed 100 acres T his brothsr Jan,

who did not com2 to the cColonbes,

James glaypcole, one of venn'sg commissioners, say xxx of the
pacsage: "The bdlessing of the Iord did attend us so that we ha
very comfortable pasasge 2nd had our lizalth all the wayh.

Oon aAugust 3rd 1683 Prancis Daniel Pastorius arrivad in philaa
delphiia and built a halt-cava house along th2 banks of the pelaware
in downsown shil=delpnia, Iater 12 journsya=d oput to yerman fown wierse
rhe ifand T the Tran:‘o'd Tand Gonmpany ware lorated,

AN agreexsnt signed by william streeper and six osiiere in peteber
1683, read in part: " as w2ll as we ogursaelves in the eave of Francis
Daniel Pastoriuwm, at philadelphia, did east lutq for thie respeetive
lots whicehh tiiey and we tiiean bagan to 1en,la in germantown,"

William »% ener, Sr., in 1684 ow 50 aeres and in 1698 116
agres ot the ur 1d v111-33, bounded bj :ha pra2gant stenton avenue
and o"‘i‘"'-.-.-. 2

william ntr ey Br died in 1747 and in
vt 3‘4A1_h1uqﬂ1, &?r“;ﬂﬁuwﬂﬂh1l” ue laTt 250 a
propertie=s in whitemarsh, Springfi=ld and German
his sons, Pebter and Lenert; ulao 50 zeras 1in gr2
swampp", to his sonm, goin,

©
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in hie will he calls himsslf
geres sach adjoining

to kumwnﬂﬂlps. to

feld "alonz the
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Gompton is an ides

4ill. Temple
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/as nam=d) and iu was i
iiwrient, be smploy=d to repair thr mill shat was on Stoney uraek

s (s}
, lantation; fthe on=2 on tiie no2
eliip, erossqes raper AII.L run, where in 1
er erscted his paper mill, J
er= was a saw mill oy thd

tii of ; rlnln':rer-:'t-:‘r | avanu

710 firast paper mill. The se
Larts near the ranngylvania

t eagt of .1"1...‘1 e
gtream; whereit joins
is 8l tua ted the site
nd small greek
: ‘ Railroad gtation at
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In 177% sihe csharter of the ,,u.L.L_,,e was withdrawn Dy the state
s8s=moly, and w:2 "University otf the state ot rennsykvania® wasg
incorporatad,
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it vas sold to John tarkley, in 1801, I contain=sd marchant flour mill,
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move tie instituion to the site ot th=2 mill and plantation at jerriton,
rhey had so mucn troudble tryin: to obizin & revenus flom the plangation
that thiey egidently believed it would save money to permanently locate
Ehsre,

Ene aesemblyvirtualliy confiscateq the uo.LLe,;e, they adci‘-d

8 tne naw corporation large amounts of money recstved 1ir
fiscat=4d property, but 1n 1789 mhey reztorea the charte
 E81n Lo e -.UJ.J.‘Z;_?,-, and in 1791 the yniversity of pennsylivania was
tormed; by a union of the old collegs and the pennsylvania state univerdity.

In 1780 Bdwin ﬂiln-"l" "J"""’l'“"“ of will wo. 11 at Xitchnsn's lane
along fhe wiss: hickon, purenzsea the confisecated mills and lands of
John woberts , of Mill ¢rsek, i.-*. zowar ilerion; the deed stating that
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tiiz University of til= state of pennsycvania was to received forever
67 and 9/10 bushzls of wheat -:w-ervr six months,
w@ny of thes= rontals and confiscated estatzs were later returndd

to tne origlnal owners,
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MILL No,., 28; Rev, liichael gchlatter's pPaper ill,

This mill was built on the straszm that rises east of Chestnut
Hill and crosses Paper Mill Road (which must have besn named after
the mill) Bethdd#hem Pike, near Wheel Pwmp and through Comptom, as
descrived last week , into the Wissahickon near the Dewees dam,

It was located in Springfield Township, lontgomery County, and on
Holmes!' Ifap of 1681l-88, it is marked vgullelma Yaria Penns' lanor of
Springfi=ld®t, It is said that Williiam Penn visited the plice and gave
the tract to his wife,

t an earlier period H., Broethausen s=ttled on 500, zeres here
without a deed. To obtain title he PJourneyad to JLordon, interviewed
lfadam Penn and she instructed thie Court of Pemsylvamia to grant him
a deed to the properiy. Henry Schleyd@n purchased 130 acres of this
tract . lle owned sevearsal oumner lsrge estates in Sommerhousen and was
one of the thiree owners of land thare who in 1753 dedicated a two
perch otrip of land Tor & rond that was later called Wise's Mill road,
but ie now Hartwell avenue, In 1759 scleyd@n sold the 135 zcres to
hig son-in-law, Rev. Michael Schlatter, The latltter was a8 native of
Holland and in 1746 was sent to Philadelpnia to orzanize the Reformed
congreggtion in America, He was minisier of the Jjarket Square (erman
Reformed Church from 1746 to 1749, His dwelling named "sweetland®
was burned by the British after the Battle of Germantown, and tlie
Mericsn govermment reimbursed lhim for the loss, amounting to 501
poundsg,

In 1759 Schlatter leased for sixteen years 2; acres of this land
to Joun Scheetz, a paper meker, oFf Springfield, with the underetanding
that he was to erect a paper mill and to furnigh the same witlhh proper
utensils for making paper, In 1760 ths pap=2r wmill was partly erected
but Sgheetz to comnletes and equip the mill, placed a mortgage on the
property Tor 300 pdunas, with Jacob llagy, & papar maker from White-
marsh Township, In 1769 Hagy ownsd two paper mills and a saw mill
in vhitemarsh, adjoining the paper mill of Ticholas Hasseflbach, 1758, ‘
and Henry Katz, 1760,

Jagob Hagy, in 1769 also purchased a paper mill on }dl! Creek in
Lower lierion, formerly the paper mill of Christupher Robins, who in
1758 petitioned the Court for a road from the mills to the Conestoga
road and also anptier rosd over the Schuylkill to Norringion(Norristown)
road, After 1769 the road:s were named jagy's Ford Road, They are go called
today; one begins at the (ld Gulph Road back of Jlarberth, between tlie
properties of 8, 8, Wnite (Dental manufasturer) and the llagee (Jamss 7,
Hagge, the writer of thesse articles)Fam, then down %o Hill Creek and
begide tle samr to the Schuylkill river, which in the old days copnectad
on tha east gide of the river with what is now Porst Royal avenus, to
the Ridge road, Port Royal avenue was also Xnowr in early tinmes us
Ship lane, It Xk joinsd the Ridge at tine ninth milestone,

In 1850 the jlagy residence was in this neigiborhiood and what
is now the RoxXborough Presbyterain Church was known as “Hagy's
Churchs In our illustration of thne Wpiscdpal Cathedral , of
Yovember 23rd, Hagy's Ford Road, or Hagy's Hill road, is in the
foregoround parallel with Ridge road, Bushrod VW, Hagy, of Kingston,
Tennesgee, a descencant of Jacob Hagy S8Sr., wrote me tliat his great
grandfather Johin Hagy, in 1814, resided at the 9th nilestone on
ridge road, arnd that he believed he onwed the old Bhip Taverm.

low let us return to the paper milli of Rev, lilchszsl BSchla tter,
whioh bad been rent=d for 16 years to John Scheetz, on March 3rd 1761,
a petition was made to the Court , praying that a lane be opened fiom
the road to Willism Dewees Mill (Gemmantown avenus) to the Great Road
leafldng to North Wales (Bethlehem pike) to Church Twad, Before 17656
the road mew Paper Mill Road, had Dbeen laid out and in the Road
Docket Room, at City Hall, 8 very interesting survey is on record
giving the road, trees, and nouses, but no mill is designatad, John
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grist Mill Yo, 29. Iower Farmar 1Mill, 70

This mill was on the upper Wissanickon, in Whitemsarsh townsiip
about one mile and & guarter above the gtreepergUniversity Arbor=
eturm 1ill (No. 27).

On January 3lst 1683 Hajor:Jusper Parmar, or Farmer, of the
British Army, residing in Cork, Ir=land, & personal friend of
william Penn, bought from the Proprietor, 5000 acres of land,
whiech wes the greater psrt of what is now Whil temarsh Towmship,

The J'ajor died before sailing from Ireland, but his widow, l&ary,
son, Bdward, and other children and servants to the number of
fourteen arrived in Philadelphia in 16885,

They settlad on their plantation, eultivated the land, and
erected dwellings for themselves and servantis. They lived in
great influsnce und associated with the best people of the
Colonkes., For many y=ars the plantation wae named "Parmerstownty
An Indian village was locat=d on thue tract, and Edward Parmer aog
quir=sd a knowledge of ths Indian language, and was often employed
ag an interpreter for the Jovernors of the lands.

John Panning Watson, in his v"aAnnalsv, tells that a minute of
Council is recorded as follows: " 2lst of 5th month, 1685, severdl
Indians made complaint that the servants of Jausper Fanaer's
plantation made them drunk and laid with their wives, and them
quarreled with them all, A warrant was issued for thiem to appear,
but the messenger returned, having lost his way in thie woodsl
Trial was put off and when the time arrived the servants Dbeing
prasent, found no accusers, for all the Indians had been made
drunk at home."

The lower Farmer, and uppsr Farm=r (Skippack rozd and Bethle-
lem pike) grist mills were built in the =arly 1700's, Great
quantitites of lime were also quarried here, sand Hdward Farmer
from 1735 until his deatn in 1745, furnishied flour and lime to
Thomas and Richard Penn, at 8Springsttsbury,

In 1703 the GreatiRoad to ¥orth Wules(now Bethlehem Pike)
was ordered op=nad, This was Trom thes lime kilms in Whi t-marsh
to Join Germantown road in Chestrnut Hill, In the 1700's Edward
Parmsr gave the lend to the cegiry of the church on Betiilehenm
Pike, where 8t, Thomas' Church now stanis,

Bdward Parmer died in 1745 and his sonsaindley, Peter and
Jonathan Robeson were execubtors of the will, They wers the
sons of Andresw Robeson, 2»d, who owned HLills Nos. 1, 2 and 3,
et and n=sar the mouth of the Wissahickon Creek,

Williamm Dewees, Jr. married Rachel Parmer, daughter of
Bdward Farmer. Farmes -

In 174% the executors of Rdward _T,Pame‘rraold 0 Col., Thomas
York (or Yark) of 1ill No., 20, 952 acrss of land for 3000 pounds,
in whitemarsh and Springfield townships, adjoining land of William
Streeper and lienry Dewees, The Wissahickon ran 2600 feet through
the pvoperty, The day following the sales it was placed in the
name of Peter Robeson, an imn<holder.

In 1780 William Dewees, Jr. purclhiused the old grist mill,
dwelling, improvements, and 218 acres of land, In this year the
Court accepted a petition to open.a road (Blue Bell) from Bethle-
hem Pike below the present Wlowtown, crossing the gpringfield
Wii temarsh line westward. pussing Dewees' grist mill, through
the land of Joseph Farmer to Peter Robeson's road,

Te Bon of William Dewees Jr, (Colonel William Dewees 3rd,
was ownar of the Valley Forge flour mill, at Valley Forge, during
the Reveolution,

In 1764 Williasm Dewses, Jr., and his wife, Rachel, sold the
grist mill((No. 29) and 17 acr=s of land to Joseph and Richard
lathers, Hoseph was tke man who marriasd the widow of Jolin Barge,
and owned one-quartzar of Mill No 21, at Thomas }ill Road,
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Paper 1ill No, 30. Henry Dewees, 77’

This paper mill was on the Wissahickon in gSpringfield Township,
Montgomary County, between Sireepar's Jill (no. 27) and the ;
Farmar-Dewees 11ill (No. 29).

Henry Dewees was the second son of William Dewees Sr,, and
Anna Christina lieels., He was born in germantown in 1716, In 1738
at the age of 22 he nurchased from the Propristors, John, Thonas
and Richard Penn, 120 acres of land in the panor of sSpringfield,

It start=sd at a cornsr of Bdward Farmars land on Whitemarsh
line, southwest ¢ long this line 3465 f2et to a cornsr of Henry
gnider's land, then southeast 1518 feet to Germantuwn line, then
on this line 3465 feet northeast , then northwest 1518 feet to the
place of beginning. Some time before 1747 Henry erscted a paper
mill, On July l4th 1768 he bargained for a mortgage from Ppeter
Turner, for 200 pounds, which was repaid with intersst in 1772,
on thr two lots ot 120 acres in gpringfield and § acre in Ger-
mantown, that he purchased in 1747, The mortgage cites tlhisse
improvements in the wecirity: “iouses, barns, stables, garden,
orchandd, ways, woods, trees, cr=eks, dams, mills, mill-huuses,
wat2r courses, meadows and marshes,n

When petitioning for the road , he mentions the dwelling house
in Springfield -anor and a paper mill in Germantown Township,

In deed of 1747, mortgage of 1768, and a deed in 1788, he is
namsd a papermaker, but i» his will of 1800, he c¢alls himself
a yeoman, A re-survey of the 1738 purchase raecords 128 aeres in
this tract; no paper mill is mentioned and lhie only leaves 100
acres and dwelling in s.ringfi=ld, so that Xwmm between 1772
and his death, he must have spld 28 acres and the paper mill,

llenTy Deweaestg tax list resads; Springfisld 1769, 120 acres and
paper mill; 1774, 160 acres, no mill mentioned, In list of
1781 ard 1783 h= is not mentioned., In 1781 christian Priernd, a
papsrmakar owning 40 aeres, and in 1783 a paper mill and 94 acres,
in 2pringfield, is recor.ed on the tax list, It is possible that
he first rent=d and the purchased the l{enry Dewees paper mill, but
we carnnot find any racord of such a sale,

In his will hes l=2ft to his son, Henry Jr., a guarter interest
in a four-acre vlower" island, and shad fislhing rights situatad
below Rees op EHdwards' ford in the gSehuylkill River, opposite
the land of David Davies and jpugh Robarts, with boat and fpdhing
tackle. The Tdwards ford was trom the mouth of ill Creek in
Iower lMerion across the nehuylkill river to Roxborouglh Township,
™is island was surveyed in 1767 at the request of William Dewees
Jrd,and Jonathan Robeson, Iemry pewees, William Dewess,3rd, and
Peter Otreepr, in 1788, made the purchuse from the late IHonorable
Proprietor John Penn 3r. and Jr., fTor 70 pounds,

Henry Dewees di=d in 1801, l=zaving a widow, Rachel, and tliree
gons and Tive daugiiters, Th2 invenbory mentiong a wind mill, and
0ld paper moulds out of fashions, ete,

In 1802 charles Dewe=s, executor fTor his father, Henry, sold to
John ITuston, the Dewses dwelling on the (Great Road from ghasinut
17ill to Barreh Hill, ealled MIanatawny Ro :dn.




Paper Mill No 31; Henry Scheetz, 8r, ja

This mill was on the Wissanickon Creek in Whi temaxrsh Township,
about ona mile above the Qleaver 1ill (N¥o. R9) and a half mile
avove Flourtown, just to thie west of Bethlehem Pike,

A8 Henry Dew=es' #ill (No. 30) and Henry Scheetz, of this mill
nave both ineluded in the inventory of their estatss 8 wind mill,
let us digress for a moment and take up the subj=ct of wind mills,

The first industrial establishment in what is now Pennsylvania
wag a wind mill for grinding corn, erected by the putch (Hollandesms)
before 1643,

This first wind mill was built on Cobb's Creek(70%th streei and
woodland avenue, Philadelphia) by the Duteh vbefore thoe awedes
under Governor Printz settlsd along the Delaware in 1643,

In 1646 Printz erected here & water griet mill and a report
to tne West India Company , which he wrote in 1647, reads; "This
place I have called "Mondal®, building a water-mill working it
the whole year long to great sdvantage for the couniry, particularly
ag the windmill formerly here bafore I came would never work and
wag good for nothing.®

one hundred years ago bn tue low countries of Susssx, Lesexfl
and Kent, in Brngland, ther= were over 100 commarcial windmills,
Tn "old Watermills and Windmillev, oy R. Thursion Hopkins, le
relates: "iore than this, on a shadowy autwm worning I have
stood on the brow of the Sussex Downs and watched the twirling,
saile of nearly 30 windmills againet a background of gresens and
purplee, under a blus sky in which white strips raczd whiklglthe .e
gsouthwest wind stirr=qd my bdlood%.

From City ILine to Whi temarsh, the VWissahickon flows tirough
a very flat country, no hills; which would be ‘just the place for
windmills,

The two small windmills belonging to Dewees and Schieetz ware
not commarcial but probably used to puwap water into the
dwellings or barns,

Dr, Jodamnes Jacob schiutz, the progenitor of the Scheetz
family, did no%t come to the colonies, but in 1684 purchased 426
aeres of land from the Frankford Land Compsany,

Phe Tirst miller of this family was Conrad gScliutz, whose grist
1ill is given as in lower Merion Township, on Scull and Heuap's
nay of 1780,

Gonrad Schutz purchased in 1748 this fulling mill from David
pevie, snd made it into a paper mill, It was on 1ill Craek, In
1769 he was taxed for two paper mills, Tradition states that
paper fTor Continental currency was mad2 in the gchutz yills,
Conrad was & brother of llenry Schutz (Scheetz) whose mill we
are now deseriving.

Nicholas Scull, one of the early surveyors for tne penn
family, received large grants of land as payment for services
renderad,

one of these (over 320 acres) was in Whitsmarsh Townshiip, In
1721 and 1725 he sold 100 acres of this land to Benjamin
Charlesworsth, snd in 1741 Joshua Thomas and others vought, Wio
ressold in 1758 tou Henry Scheetz Sr., a paper-maker, from
gpringfis=ld Township, The 100 acres vorderzd the Whitemarsh
gpringfield line for over 3100 feet, and was tward about 1100
feet, extending from the Cleaver Yill to well above Flowr town,
near tne Bethlehem Pike,

Phe Pike was the rasult of a petdiion made in 1698 by
Ficholue Scull, connecting the limekilns at Wuitemarsh with
what igs now Germantown road, at Chestnut Hill, The road was
opened in 1703,

geheetz erscted hiers a paper mill soon after 1758, %o which
he luter added a saw nill, Henry s€hzetz, 5r., married gatharine




Rubicam, the grand daughter of peter Rittenhpuse, of the 7‘f
Cresheim Mill (no. 16), who was fhe grandson of William Ritten=
house the first paper maker on the American continent,

In 1774 Scheetz was taxed for a paper mill and 100 acres. He
died in 1793 and l2ft his Whitemarsh paper mill $o his son,
General Henry Scheetz (1761-1848) and his gpringfield Township
paper mill to his second son, Justice Scheetz, who was sheriff
of llontgom=ary County for several years, The General's mill was
valued at 2450 pounds and the sherif{f{8®s at 2125 pounds.

Henry Scheetz, Ur..was a General in the War of 1812, and a
prominent citizen of Montgomery County, He expirsd in 1848,
and left his o0ld faru of 60 acres, dwelling and mill to his
gons, Jacob and George, A silver mounted sumooth bore rifle
is listed in hie astate of $40,000,

The mill, then a grist mill, was sold % his son-in-law, Jonathan
Wentz, who wae an expert millsr, The property then passed into
thie ownership of JFohn shafer, who built another new milly Isaac
Yeakles Jacob Day who was the owper of the mill in 185H1; Joseph
B. Comdy; William Ambler; Chalkley Ambler; and by 1909 the mill had
been diemantled,

In the =atly days largs amounts of lime were burned for comaer-
eial purposes in the limekilns on tre Seheetz!' properiy,




i1l No, 32: Famer-REdge Ggrist 1mill, 7(

This mill, first mention=d in 1708, is one of the oldest
in Hontgomsry County. 8ituated on the Wissahickon COraeek
about one mile abov= the Cleaver 11ill (Ho. 31l). It was on
Skippack road, just west of Betihileliem Pike; Church road and
8t. Thomas' Church adjoined on tiie east,

Homleso! jtap of 1681 to 1688, locates the 5000 acrs tract
as "the lJajor Jasper Farmer plantation'.

The Wiessahickokn Creek is call=d "Wnitpain's Crxr
after Richard Whi tpain, who ownad large tracts of
is now Wonitpain Township, The Parmex tract ran from the Wisca-
hickon west to the sSchuylkill ,river, including Conshohocken,

Major Jasper Parmsr purchased Trow William Penn, in 1683,

5000 acres of land to b2 laid out in Pennsylvania, He died
before sailing , but his widow and sons and daugihiters, and a
number of servants arrived in pPhilsdelplhiia, in 1 685,

John Scull, brother of Nicliolss Scull, one of pem's early
surveyors, precedzd the family by a few months and was
appoint=d overseer of th= Widow Farmer'g plantation,

There were large depoeits of lime on the Farmer tract, and
TNicholas Sculll and others made a petition to the Couneil held
at Philadelphia, on yay 1l9th 1698, requesting that a road Dbe
allowed from the limekilns fTor carting lime to Philzdelphia,
extending from the said limekilns to Plymoutll Road (Ridge avenue)
near Cresheim, where there was neither improvad lund , hills or
water to impede,

The Umbilicamense (Indian) Tribe had a settlesment on the
Farmasr plantation and in visiting the Indians William Penn with
gurveyors and friends on horsseback, passed through the dense
forests that then covered the region,

The Court records of Germantown are evidence thiat on lfarch
9th 1702 a committ=e was appecinted to confer witih Bdward Farmer,
of Vpd temarsh, conczerning tae cost of a road to Phnilsdelphia,

In 1703 what is now Bethlelhiem Pike was confirmead and sho rtly
opened, The grist mill was built shortly sfter and by 1713 the
mill kad an expensive reputation, The edlsst son, Bdward Fsrnslr,
ingeritsd the mill and 3750 acres of tlie plensation,

On May 12th 1812 a council of Indians was held &t lhis dwelling,
with thie G@#verrnor and the Indian chiefs being present, Bdward
Farmer acted as interpreter for the conferance,

In 1708 the settlement was known us "Parmerstown". Idward
wag 14 yesrs old when he and the Tamily arrived in Philadelphbia,
After Deconing of age in 1683 he wae a member of the Pennsyl-
vania Assembly and s very prominent citizen of Whitemarsi,

In 1713 the irhabitants of 3kippsck asked for the conTirmetion
of & road "down tpethe wide marsh{Whitemarsh) or Parmer's Mill.®
here was a broad expanse of meadow, generally sudjsesct to over-
flows and from its miry, wet nature, was known as "wide Marshv,
Tiie present name of Wal temarsh is a cerruption of the early name,

In 1722 a wellatravel=sd pathh €rom Neghaminy Creek through
rasme park, the residence of Governor Bir William Keith, lead
down teo TFarmerts 1ill,

Last swmey vie had the plessure of visiting e Kelih mansion,
one of Lhe best preserved and most historie Oulonial houses in
Penngylvania, The weather vane upon the house was marked wy, K
1722, Two great brick chimneys divide ta= liouse into three
sections, so that #ach room had a Tireplsce, mwg iron firebacks
still remain in the fire pluces, dated about 1750, Mr. &and Jrs,
Welseh Strawbridge , whc now own the mansion and large estats,
told m= that an expert had made Dorings of iUiz plates to test
the percentage of silies, magnesia, otc in the iron, and that it
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agreed with the grade of iron that was used in the oxford
Purnace, of oxford, N,J, The oxford Furnace was erected in 1741,
by Tonathan Robsson, wiho married Elizaveth Parmer, the daughisr
of Béward Permer., Jonathan Robeson was the son of Andrew

Roveson who ownad the three mills near tle ,outi of tue wiesahickon.

The slavas of Govermor Keith's plansation probably ground the
corn Tor use os gir William's family, and farm requirsments, 28 in
front of the house is a large stone pestle wel hing geveral hundred
pounds. Thie wae revolvaed in & graat stone moir btaxr fo crush the
grain,

The wainseedting 1ining the walls of the roome 1is wonderfully
wall preserved and & few years ago a shug swi of money was offered
for the s'me by & well-krnown Art HMuseunm,

8ir William Keith wus Queen Anne's gurveyor Genaral of the Royak
Customrs in America, and afterward Dasputy Governor of the Province
of Pernsylvania, His stepdaugiiter married Dr, graene,

genaral Washington wae entertained on Qectober 2lst AT S she
Kxeith yaneion by Blizabetl Graeme. Dr, Benjamin Frankli was al 80
a visitor tlhiere upon several oceasions,

Now let us return to the story of ths Parmer uill,

In 1744 Henry Bartles, of Uppsr Dublin, petifioned the Cowrte
stating that his Tather forty y:ar vbefore lad purehssad land in
whitemarsh from Edward Farmaer on the side of the Wissahickon;
gettled and improved the same; and has now lived there about 20
years, and had the use of a conveniesnt Tording pluce and road
over tlie oreek and ether land of Farmer's into the Gr=at Road
leading to North Wales and philasdelpihia,

Farmer hud stopp=d the road and movad the petitionsr Tu a
more difficult place wuich Bartles used for about Len years,

The petition went on to say, "Now Farmer has uleo stopped that
pagsage and the patitioner is ovliged at great expense in cutting
down & greunt bank where the water was so desp that in small
freshets hie could not pass, Under tiese difficulties he has
struggled for five years, wiich road h2 lhaa now stopp=d sp that
there i8 no access to mills or markeis,"

Bdward Parmer died in 1745; his dauglters marrying as Tfollows:
Blizabesh to Jonathan Robason; garalh to Peter Robeson; and
Rachal to Williasm Dewees 2nd; the latter being owner pf Mills
Nos. 20 and 29,

His don, Joseph, and sons-in-law, Jonathan and Peter Robeson,
were exscutore of tha will and the large plantation was divided
and sold,

Peter Robason, in 1746, bought the Farmer dwelling; the grist
miil was sold to samuel Morris and upon his death in 1772 the mill
and 350 seras of land passed to his brother, Joshua lorris,

Jagcob Wdge sratsd tiie mill for the jrris family and in 1774
purchnased the same, It was in his possession during the Revolution
and on a map of 1777 is markad »Daniel yorris and Jacob Bdge's
williv, 4n a tax list of 1774 Jacob Bdge is given as ilie owner of
the mill and 228 ascras of ground,

Bdge's Mill is mentioned in the military report of the Battle
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of Germantown., To bthe west of th=2 will, on the gkippack roud, Was
the house of John Wentz, whose house was occupiesd by General
washington on getober 3rd, 1777, the night vefore the Battle,
and his army was encauped closs by,
jlers is the translation from a german inseription on ithe
wall of the Wentz dwelling:
WJegue come into my house,
Trom thence never to depart;
with Thy blessed favor come,
And bring p=4ace into ny hsart.v
;n t@e evi'ing pf Qcnobexr 3rd 1777, the pmerican took up
their line of macrsn (at 7 P.M,) down th= gskippack road, past
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i1l Wo 33. Henry Daub's Grist uill 1791; Conrad's Augur 7?
Works, 1864; Amsvican legion Post No. 10. of
Tort Wasaington, in 1930,

This mill , on sandy Run,tae largest tributary of the
vigahickon, just sast of Bethlehem Pike avove Tort Washington
in Whitemarsh Township,

A spring liguse , now part of ti=s mill property, contiins a
datestons marked wl7l4nw,

Thyousgh the patriotism of tiie late B, B, Dungan, the old
grist nill hac been preserved and the William Boulton Dixon
Post Mo. 10, of th= American ILegion now uses 1% 4s hegdquar ters.

In 1684 William Penn patented to Thom=zs Harley 5000 zcres
of Jand in pennsylvania. Tlar=ly sold the patent to Thoumas
Fairman, denuty to the gurveyor General, and in 1706 3ilas
prypr sold to Joseph louse, a carpenter,of sSpringfield, ths
buildings and improvsmants on both lotsj the considaration being
100 pounds sterling as a mértgage., No mill was mentioned.

on August 18th 1770 the jiouze estate was sold by the sheriff;
from tracts of land in wWhitemarsh about 49 acres in all; one
11 acre, bubt mostly woodland containing a wooden dwelling, bounded
by the Great Road (Bathlshem pike), 13 acre lot containing a suall
dwelliniz and a 13 acre tract having a spring lipuse thereon, John
Kinnsr, or Kinnard, a tavern kseper being the higliest bidder,
gecurad the propsrty., He establisiied here nnessuage comaonly
callad "fthe Sandy Run Tavarn'.

The tavern was the wooden dwelling on thie wopoded lo% and was
on tha east side of Bethlehem Pike, The gandy Run Inn was in 1801
revuilt, and again enlarged and is at present a well-built gray
stone building, Thes datsatone on the building now reads ¥H,C.D.
¥801. Rebuilt 1853, sandy Run. The . C. D, was foIr lenry Daub
and hizs wife Catherine,

gecattered along the highways these wayside inns were a great
convanience for the weary travaler Journeying either for bHusiness
or plsasure,

"ihe first regular stage line passing through Chestnut 11ill
was that of George Kline of Tlourtown, which in 1763 ran from
philadelphin to BethlBhem, It started ®om the king of prussis
Hotel, on RMace street, and ran to the sun Hotel, in Bethlehen,"
Barly History of chestnut mill,

7he Supday Public Ledgzar, of January 20th 1934, pgave a very
interesting sepia sketch of the netiilshen wcgach as of 1820, in
front of the hay seales at lfarkst Square, Germantown,

What a godsend the Sandy Run Tavern must have been to Wash-
ington's Army from gctobar 30th untul December 1llth, when 1%
was =ncamped at Tort Washington, a faw hundred f=et bpelow the
tavarn?®

In 1791 Kinnard sold the gandy Run Tavern and plantation of
50 aeres Lo Jenry Daub, an inn-keepsr, and he eracted there a
grist mill betwesn 1791 and 1813, Henry Daub's will, ddted
1813, mentions a “house, corn mill and other improvements'. jie
di=d in 1816, =nd the propserty reamined in the Tamily until 1835
vhen Henry Daub Jr., sold 35 acres and the grist mill to Levi
vewbz for $4313,

In 1837 George Kenderine, a millwright, purchased fthe 27 aores
and grist mill, mill dam, mill race on Sandy Run; also the
water rights to the mill race that flows through the adjoining
property of Dr, Gsorge lariin,

1e sold the grist mill, in 1848 to Willianm H,Ball for 28000,
apd in 1864 2all's executbor sold the same to AlBert Comrad , &an
avgur napufacturer, wio for many y=a8rs gonducted s successful
business, Sandy Run is & peculigm strzam , elean and refresliing.
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MILL No. 35: Jacob Coliday (1739) Henry ¥Friena's (1776)

Reverting back to Mill No, 36 in our narrative of the early
. industriel plants ot the Wissahickon Creek and its tributaries, we
will now discuss what has been known at various periods as the
Jacob Coliiaay paper mili (1739); Henry Freindt's paper and grist
mill (1776) and is now the Fell-Van Rensselaer Milli,

Tnis is the oldest paper mill in Montgomery County, &nd is still
standing iv good mnumxien condition today, Until about 5 years ago
i1t was used to grind grain for the Spring Dell Farm requirements,

e ancient structure is located on Sandy Run, in gpringtieid
Township, n=ar the Dresheryown road and Camp Hilli Statiom of the
Nortn Penn railroad, on part of the Feli.Van Rensselaer property.

This township, on Holme-' Jfap of 1681888 is marked "Gulielma Marie
Penn'g Manor ot Springrield®, The manor was given by Wililiam Penn
to his wite, In 1738 Richard Penn still owned there 1600 acres, wnich
had not yet been sold by the heirs of penn,

In 1739 Jacob Coliiday pbougnt trom the Penn heirs 94 acres of
land containing the Royal lime quarries of the Proprietors, south of
the Springfiela-Upper Dubin line, and in 1740 he secured 200 acres
adjoining the other tract, north of the above line in Upper Dublin,

In tracing tone title of the Spring Dell Famm (Mill No. 35) we
found that the original deed was in Harrisburg, and as this writer's
friends, }Mr, and lMrs, Harold Henry Fehr reside there, they copied
the document for use in this article, which reads as foliows:; "John,
Tomas and Richard Penn on November 10th 1783 by virtue bf a warrant
issued to Edwara Fammer, 94 acres ot land within our manor of
Springiield, aliowing 6 aeress for roads" June 1l6th 1739 by a deed
poll Parmer sold to Jacob Coliiday the 94 acres and the latter

. "prayeth that the Penns will be pleased to present him withm cone
firmation thereof". This they did for a consideration of 50 pounds
sterling, and a yearly rental of a halipenny, on each acre, payable
in Lomdon or Philadelphia,

The proprietors also claimed "three full and clear fitths parts
ef all Royal mines, free from all deductions and reprisals, for
digging and refingng the dame, and also one-fittin part og all other
mines delivered at the pit's mouth, only excepted and hereby reserved.”

In another deed the property is named inwifanor Springettsbury®
and in anpther as located "in Germantown",

After buying the mill tract, in 1739, Coliiday built the paper
mill and greatly imporoved the property. In 1746 Coliiday solda tne mili,
lime kilns, houses, milil houses, quarry of limestone, dam, mounds, mill
race, flood gates, sluices and plantation of 94 acres for 667 pounds
sterling to Lynford Larner, attorney and deousy for Richard Pemn. In
1754 Coliiday lived at Germantown and Highland avenues, in Chestnut
Hill, In 1745 Colliday sold his 200 acres in Upper Dublin to George
Emlen, Jr., @ Quaker merchant ot Philadelphia for 625 gpunds, The mill
race, over a miie in length, ran mostly through the Emlen tract, so
that in 1746 lLarner purchased from Emlen the mill pond and race,
including one perch on each side of the podd and race, so that he
could control the water rights to conduct his mill,

Lamer died in 1777, dbut before that time the mill was sold dmx
on a mortgage ot 1200 pounds to Christian and Henry Friand, paper
makers, The will stated that if the mortgage and interest were not

. paid promptly the mill and plantation should revert to Larner's son,
John,

Before the Revolution a portion of the paper mill was used as a
brist mill, for in 1776 Henxry Friend was taxed fyr a paper mill and
grist mill, In 1783 Christian Friend was taxed for a paper mildi only.
It is probable that during the war a part ot theplant was used for
preparing rations for the American patriots,
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As Washington 's headquurters were less than half a mile tgonm the
mill, and the miii race passed in front of Emlen's Hall, it would
appear a certainty that Washington during his six weeks' residence
at Camp Hill must have visited and inspected this mill and aleso Mill
No. 34 whicn was nearby,

About 1786 Henry Scheetz Sr,., purchased the paper mill, as it is
recorded than wihnen he expired in 1793 he left it to his son, Justus
Scheetz, sheritt of lontgomery Quunty, The inventory at that time gave
the value o1 the mill as 2125 pounds,

The military stragegic value of the hills to the north of Sandy
Run was evidently the reason that Washington selected his locality
for a stopping place for his army, dtt at least a dozen grist mills
on the ncarby Wissahickon and its branches were also a great asset to
an army,

Before 1760 the British place a heavy tax on all Colonial-made
paper, so that the American markets were flooded with English goods,
and the papermakers so impoverished that many of their mille were altered
to grind grain, After the Revolutlon papermaking was revived and in
XR/X 1787 there were in Pennsylvania 48 millie and in Delaware 15 mills.

Justus Scheets acquired nis mill in 1793, It waslater changed
to a grist mill and the.property remained in the Scheetz family
for almost a eentury, James A, Scheestz, the last heir, died in 1881,
and he appointed his sister, Bmma C; Van Winkle as executor of his
estate, In a modern deed the 1746 water réghts that Larnsr purchased
from Emlen, are mentioned,

On July 16th 1886 fpring Dell Farm and mill were purchased by John
R. Fell and are owned by his heirs today,

Accompanying this article is an iliustration of the angétent mill
as it looks in 1934, It is a long 3 story building, to thz rignt of
the headrace over a mile long which brings the waters of sandy Run to
the pond or forebay in front of the structure, The great wheel was
at least 16 feet above the cellar ot the mill, where after the wa ter
had turned tne wheel, the tail race carried the water 600 feet
further on where it once again joined smmiyxRunxy sandy Run.

In recent ye=ar a trubine wheeir replaced the old overashot wheel.
Aobout 5 years ago the waters backed up in the mill so that it.was
necessary to shut the plant down, but thz gears, shutes for conveying
grain, and ali the apparatus required for such a milli are still in
the building, '

As tocay is Washington's B¥dthday, we beg to include in this story
of Mill No 35 a snort history of Washington's headqugrters during the
Whi temarsh encampment period, from Qctober 30th to December lith 1777.
collida¥y th: Germantown miller, owned the 200 acres plantation tromn
1740 to 1745, wupom most of which Washington's army was encamped.
¢eorge Emlen Jr ., bullt , about 1747, his "Bareonial jaliv sometimes
called "Bmlen's Folly", Today "Mistfield Farms" on which the Emlen
Hall was located is the property of Mr, and )rs, Radclitte Cheston Jr.

In 1740 Jacob Colilday purchased from Hdward Farmer the 200 acres
of land, including dweliing , lime quarries on both sides of gandy
Run, The deed states in Gemantown, but it wasin what is now Upper
Dublin Township, north of the Springtield Township line, In 1745
George Emlen bought the 200 aeres and built his handsome Colonial
etorne mansion, The present datestone in the 3rd story wall, is much
weatherworn but the last tigur=s looks like a seven, so that the
dwelling was erected either in 1747 or aA757,

Emlen was a very largs land speulator and bought and sold over
one hundred properties during his business career, This mansion was
his swamer residence, B, J. IYssing, the historian, states that
"Emlen ite wealthy owner, at the time of the Revelution, dispensed
hoapitaiity to all who came under its roof",

Washington's headquarters from QO¢. 20th to 3uth 1777 was at James
Morris! dwelling in Whitemarsh, about 2 miles west of what is now




Ambler, g

on QctPrer 30th the army moved down to near Whitemarsh, in the
locality of what is now known as Camp Hill, (See Dr. 8, Weit litchRlls
"Hugh Wynne") There were supposed to be about ten thousand men in
the encampment, These generals were with the army at that time; His
Excellency the Commander in Chief; Sullivan, Greene, Stephens, the
Marquis de pafayette, Brigadier Ggenerals Jaxwell, Know, Wayne, Juhlen-
berg, conway and Pulaski,

The first letter written by Washinguon from the Emlen House was
da ted gctuver 30th, 1777, and reads; "Headquarters near ¥hi temarshr. It
was addressed to Yajor General Gates and said: "By this opportunity
I do myself the pleasure to congratulate youn on the signal success of
the army under your command in repelling General Burgeyne and his
whole army to surrender, ete"

A record in the Quarterly Book reads; " Since the @General left
Germantown in the midale of September he has been withuut his baggage
and on that account is unable to receive company(wWashington's Whitew
mareh headquarters) in the manner he could wish, He never thless desires
the Generale , tield ofticers, end brigadier gfmerals to dine with him
at 3 o'giook. Fovember 7th 1777w,

Washpng ton wrote several letters to General Howe, who was in
Philasdelphia, reBarding the exchange of prisoners, He also suggested
to Congress the Marquis de Lafay=tte should be given a higher rank
in the army, This was agreed to and the youthful Frenchman was given
the command of a division,

November 8th :"If we can get our ragged and half-naked soldiers
clothed, I think General Howe will be forced out of Philadelphia."

November 1llth: "Upwards of 2000 men remain unfit tor service for
the want of e¢lothing,

General Washington crossed the Schuylkill rbeer and viewed in
person the enemy's position before Pniladelphia, and at a council witn
his generals, was advised against the attack, nXeven (Generals were
opposed to thr attack while four were in favor of immediate action,

O0f the affair, Washington said; " I have had otficers out for the
purahasse of woluntary eoliection of necesssities without suecess, gur
distress still continues and is growingigreater, General Howe had
wi thdrawn himeelf cloce within his lines near Philzdelphia, and we have
fd€llen down with the main cody of the army to this place, 13 miles
from the ci ty. our light parties are much nearer and cut off all
conmunications between county and eity."

On December 2nd, he wrote; "I am about fixing the winter canton-
ment ot the army, but find so many objections to each proposal made."

December 10tn, " I am happy of informing you that in the past week
irom many sources I have reason to expect that General Howe is expected
to give us a general engagement

"Accordingly on Thursday night he moved from the city with all his
forces and arrived the next morning in Chestnut Hili, wi thout three
milees of our right wing, On Friday night the enemy changed their goound
and moved over to our left wing, amile from our line, where thay
remained quiet the whole of the next day, On saturaay they moved still
farther to our left, In thies maneuver their advance and flanking
parties were attacked by colonel Morgan, On lionday afternoon they
filed off from their rignt in full march for pPhiladelphnia.®

December llth; "(General Howe making great preparations to drive
us beyind the mountains, came out with his entire foree, but after
maneuvering departed very hurriedly for philadelphia.®

The above qoutations were all wrricitn in letters trom the Emlen
House and headsd "Headquarters, Qhitemarshv, While staying in this
house, Washington otiered a reward ot ten doliars to "any person who

shall by nine o'clock lMonday morning praduce the best substitute for
shoes made of raw hides."

Lydia Barragh, when she overheard British oiticers plotti
surprise washington at Whitemarsh, conveysd a message t% an Aﬁ%r?%an



officer, who notified Washington ot the proposed British attack, Wheniaa
the British mxemaiesk marched out tor the £ight, on December 5th 1777,
they found Washington prepared,

Sally Wistar, @ orignt and chaming Quaker girl, simzteen years of
age, kept a aiary of the happenings during this period of the Revidlu-
tion, She was visiting at the Toulke resiadence, adjoining the ancient
willia, Foulke grist mili(No, 47) along wthe Wissalitckon near where
Penllyn station is now located, This was in gwynedd Township, just
half a mile above Samuel Wheeler's mili (Mo, 46) which during the
Revolution was used as a forge, where it is said sworads were fashioned.

Vise Wistar wrote in her Jounral, under date of December 5th 1777;
"ohl Gracious! Deboy I'm all albve wicuh fear, The IEnglish have come
out to atiack (as we imagine) our ammy, They are at Chestnut Hill;
our army only three miles away, this wside, What will pbecome of us,
only six miles distant? We are in nourly expectation of an engagemenc,
I fear we shalli be in tne midst of it, Heaven d=fend us from so deard-
ful a =sighy, etec."

December 7th 1777: "In thr afternoon we distinctly heard platoon
firing. RBverybedy was at the aoor; I, in the horrors, The armies, as
we judged were engaged , Very composedly the Major (Stodaard) said
to our servant fWill you pe kind enough to saddle my horse? I shall
801!. <
On December l4th Washinguion wrote from his headquarters: "gm Thurs-
day we marched from our old encampment to pass the ford at pHattson's
Ford." (Conshohocken)

After the event Washington made the statement which passed into
history:"You might have tracked tne army from Whitelarsh to valley
Forge by the bleood ot their feet." :

In February 1778 uies P, Fispourn, the sister of lirs, Ceorge
Bmlen spent a week with Sally Wistar, writer ot the famous diary,
npfter enjoying a week of her agregable company at the mill, I returned
with her to Whitemasrh, We went on horseback, the roads were bad, I
think sally Emlen, (Mrs, George Emlen, Jr.,) is one of the most
beautiful women I ever saw, etc."

First Day Eve: February 1778:; "Tlis morning my chaming friend
and selt ascended iuhe barren hills ot Whictauarsh, trom the sops of
which we had an extensive prospect of the country round, The traces
of the army which encamped on these hilis are very visible---ragged
huts, 1mivasviong ot chimneys, and many ouner ruinous objects, which
plainly showea they had bz2en there.®

the iliustration o1 the gmlen h2adquarters at whitemarsh, which
app=ars witn this article was made in 1848, ana appears in the
npjetorial fleld pook of the Revolutionm, by B, J. Lessing, 1859,

Some time in the sarly 1850's Jossing visited the mmlen dwelling
and his account, 1n part, follows: " arrived at the spacious stone
mansion, tottering wiun age and neglect, where washingion made nhis
neaaquarters. the house stands upon the 2dge of a wet meadow, at the
head o1 a fine valley, and was a sort of baronial hall in size and
charcter, when Mmlen 1ts wortiiynowner livada there, The root was
talling in when I vigited it, The old steps are o1 fine soapstone,
n=atly wrought and in many particulars the ocauty exhioit marks of
fine elegance,

«“The smerican encampment was upon the hiils north of smlen's
nwansion; its right wing rasted upon the wyissahiegkon and the left
wing upon Sandy xun, They had no other enirenchments wien two small
reaoubts, one on eacn hili near the headquarters.®

garly this month (February 1934)this writer (James ¥, Magee, Jr.)
paid a visit to the historic old mansion. Mr. and urs, Radcilffe
cheston Jr., the prasent ownars ot the dwelling anxbxnwamninxhR02nx
showed me two photographs as i. was in 1902, It was then calied
"Devereaux House", The structure then lookad just as it did in 1848,
excent that a tront porch h=d be2en adaed,




roday the house has bean modernkzed and greatly added to, but ﬁf
the exterior ot tne old mansion remains as it was euring the xevoluwdon,
Washington is supposed to have slept in the second story front room,

the ancient mili race that has been carrying water to Mill no. 38
for nearly 200 years still flows in front of the house, as it did in
1848, Now mallard ducks make their habitat on and n=ar its plaecid
waters,

Stoney Run is south of the2 race and when the onlooksr stands on the
terrace and gazed at the mill race it app2ars as though it were
running uphill, but the race l=2aves the run at least half a mile
above the house and flows on a level, whel= the run descends the hill
and at this point to tan to twelve fest below the race, At the milll
a hald mile bedow, there is still a gr=zatar distance in height between
the race and the run,

On the Tloor of the taerrace thare is an attractive colored Xmx tile
showing Revolutionary sol ii2rs, mirked 1777. It was designed and
manufactured by Jos=ph H, D. Allen, of paper Mill road,

The west room of the first floor contains a very fine old fire
place and some of the original wainscoting of the walls is well pre-
served. ¥, B, Brandt, in "Bywayd and Boulevards®, reproduced two
1llustrations of lirs, Chaeston's beautiful sunken garden in full blossom,
but when I saw it, all was cov2red with snow and ice,

To Mrs, Cheston this writer is indebted for an inspection of that
now qui te rars volwazs, "Sally Wistarns BExxXyR Journal"®,
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M1l Yo, 34, @gcheetz' Whitemarslh Paper nill 1769. J. Gillingham
7ell's grist mill 1865,

This wns vne of Tz four industrial mills in the valley of
fandy Run, The stream, over six miles lowg, rises near Rubicawm,
Abington Township, then passes through Pitzwatertown , settled
by Thomas Titzwater who arrived on the sloup "Welecome", with
William Pann in 1682, On the way across the aAtlantic his wife
and two childrenidied of small-pox,

Thomas Titzwater establisihed here a grist mill (No. 36) and
worked the lime guarries, Te property extanded though the
Henviantuye:s golf links and the George Balen plantation(later
calladMiptfield Parm", where in 1777 (eneral Washingzton had his
headquarters in the Bulen dwelling, on the adjoining sSpring Dell
Parm was the ancient 1743 Jaco® Colliday paper mill. (No. 35).
Sapdy Run then passes under the Horilh Penn Railroad bridge, near
Camp Hill station, and erosses Valley aresn road into Whi temarsh
township, themithirough the 100 asere %wold Mill Parman where
Mill Wo 34 is locatzd and will be described latex,

Continuing on the Run passes Dreshierfown road under the
Trenton Qut-0ff, cirecling Fort Hill and oridge and empiying into
tlie Wiszahickon ¢reelt just Deyond Methilehenm Pike, whers 11ill )0.
33 and Sandy Run Tavern were located,

e northh Ddranch of sandy Bun rige in the farm of Arthuy
#egalla Frazer, a% Garrettown, and meets the Run near Yort Hill,

80 much for the vallsy n-ar the four mmills, dbut on the hiights
gtarting at Port Hill, 280 feet, CampHill 320 feet; present site
of Manufacturers!' Club House, 380 feel extending to Willow Grgve,
420 feet, thus making five gontinupus miles of hills, all Tormesd
by nature,

About half a mile abov= "ill Yo, 34, on the top of a ecircular
hill 320 feet above tidewa ter is @Ganmp Hill, whiere a part of

washington'gArmy was epncanped during the YWhi temarsh campaign,

T™e hill is the point where Woi btemursh, springfiesld and Uppser

Dublin Sownship intsrssect, On the twy of the hill is camp Hill

Hall, the rssidsnce of the FTelladVan Rengselaer family,

vrom & window in tlie all on a clear day can be seen the white
maxrblae cyoss in the family burial lot at §t, Tiomas' churcil.

™e ldlle, camp Hill, xort Hill and Yo rt Washin don, where
Washington's troops were ancaaned in the fall of 1777, on the
north abp e sandy Run, almost becams the Yalley Forge of the
winter of 1777-78, The Generals were more 0r less harassed by the
aritish wiiile encamped at Who temarsh, so 1t was decided Dest to
remove %thie encanpuent to Vallsy Torge.

Jow let us rafurn itg Jenry sScheetz! paper mill , built in 1768,
according to ths datsstone in the west gavle of the mill,

The old mill tract of 1lU0 aeres william Penn sold $o Nicholas
8cull. Tueh of tha surveying was done under the supervision of
nicholas Seull, The Sgull burying ground 1s located on the alde of
Camp Hill,a squire plot, surrounded by a stone wall, It is still
kept in good condition. In 1721 Scull s0ld thes tract to Benjamin
cvharlesworth, and in 1741 Joshua Thomas purchag=d and in 1758
re-sold to Henry Schsets, Sr., 2 pap=2r maker of upringfiesld
township; who built the paper mill in 1769,

e members of the Scheetz family owned five paper mills in
Montgomary County; Conrad two in Lower Jferion, on Nill Crsek; gohn
the mxy=mx mill on paper mill Road, avove ghestput Hill; and Henry
this mill (No. 34) and in 1786 nill wmo. 38,

Vhen Scheetz purchasad 4iie proparty he borrowed froi his adjoir-
ing neignbor, (=orge Imlen Jr., 100 pounds sterling on a mortgage,
thie d=ed mentioning buildings and faprevements, Befors building his







Mill Yo, $6: Fitawater Griet Mill on pandy Run, ?7

This week we will leave the gwynedd and Ambler 3ills and
retrac® our journey back to Fort Washington, Here we lsave the
Wiscahlckom Creek, pass along Sandy Run through the Camp Hill
plantation of thes Pell-van Rensselaer family, whers uyills XNos.
33 and 34 are located,

We walk along the mile-long mill ruce of 1411l No. 34, past
the Washington h=adquarters, and r=sach Fitzwatertown, which is
in Upper Dublin Township about three miles east of Fort Washington.

Here we find *}illhousev, the attractive home of Dr. and
lxe, Leighton F. Appleman, The Applemans purchased the old
Fgtzwater grist mill in 3926. The roof and floors had fallen
and in building their dwelling they used the fouwr stone walls of
the mill, so that the present exterior of the home is the same
ap Was:thag of the one-time mill,

Thomas Pitzwuter, 8r., was the fivst of the family to settle
in Pemnsylvania, He was Dborn in Hanworth, Middlesex, southwest
of london, England, He, with hie wife and several sons, sailed
from Deal, on the "Welcome", withh Williawm Penn, and 116 other
passengers, Before reaching the cupes of the Delaware smsll-pox
broke out and thirty passengers died; among thme the wife and
two children of Thomas ¥itzwater,

Fitzwater purchased from Penn a large tract of land in what
was then Bucks County, but now Upper Dublin Township of liontgom-
ery County, He also pwrchagad 100 acres of land in philadelphia,
along the Delaware river, and here, on Front street, he erected
a dwelling in which to live,

Jolin Fanning Watson, writer of »The Annals of Philadelphia
and Pennsylvania®, tells us that the grphans Court met in
Piiladelpghia wfourthdday, lst month, 1693 and among those present
were the Governor(Wiliiam penn) and Tive justices , one of whon
was Thomag Fitzwatsrv, The latter died in 1699,

Thomas Fitzwater, Jr., inherit-d the Upper Dublin plantation,
and Fitzwatertown was named after him, In 17056 he petitioned the
Court asking that a road be laid from his lime kilns to the
Pennypack Iill, This was not done, however, until 1725,

Dr, MacParlane, in his "History of Barly clhiestnut Hillvw, states
"ap early ag 1693 there was a roud from the lime quarxies of
Thomas Fitawa ter, in Upper Dublin, te haines strset, Germantown,
This was what is now known as Iimekilm piken,

Dr, Appleman states that the remuine of the old lime kilums
are still to be seén on the farms adjoining the old mill,

Thomas Fitzwater, Jr., died in 1748, snd was bduried in the
Fitzwater burying ground at Fitzwatertown.

lile may have built the grist mill b2fore his death, If not it
waes erectad shortly aftsrward by his son, John, who inherited the
property, He,xmxx John, was taxed from 1769 to 1783, for 300 ucres

pf Jand and the grist mill, John was born in 1715 and died in

1794, The property passed on to his son, Natthew, who op=arated
the mill, lMa tthew enlisted in the 4th Battalion of Pennsylvania
Militia, and saw service at Trenton, Brandywine and Germantown,

Before 1826 tiie grist mill and 118 acres came into the possession
of George Pitzwater, as in that year it was so0ld for $9000 to
William Jarmrett, after vwhose family Jarretown was named,

The deed mentions "the right to ralise the water in the mill
race at the mill fo ftwo cer ain marks on tie mill wall on the
woth side of the gluice, which carries the water from the mill m
race on to the water wheel; the one & cross marked on a stone
in the wall, and the other an iron driven into the wallw.




JOdrrett disd the following year leaving five daughters, One ?'g
of these, lary, married Israel Hollowell, who op=rated the mill
for tlhie heirs, In 1852 they sold the mill and 76 acres to John
Price, a miller of Upper Dublin, pPrice sold the mill for $5000
to Catharine A Price,(wife of William W, Price), who in 1869
gold the mill to samuel Conrad, After running the mill for 33
rears Conrad becams financizally embar=zssed and the sheri T sold
the property to the 3ucks Couniy Trust Company , and in 1908
for $2550 this firm passed it on to Gharles L, Mariin, who in
game y=ar found a purchsser in the Urban and guburban Real
Hstate Company.

At some time during these sales the great overhsad water
wheel was disposed of, and the power is supplied by a hydraulic
wheel, such as is used at the Jfount gt, Joseph's College nill,
(No, 26), and the U. of Pa., Arboretus mill (No. 27.)

In 1926 Tdith W. Handshunk bought thie dismembered mill
and b and a fraction acres, and in the same year it was purs
chuced by the present owners, Dr. and Jrs, Leighton P, Appleuman.

The Doctor showed us several photographs of the old mill,
and the fouts stone walls of the anclent building are now the
attractive "Miillhouse" as seen today,

The mill race can be traced tirough the property, allBough
thiere is no water running through it today,

Miss largsret R, Fitzwater, of Chestnut Hill, has promised
to send us some additional history of the mill which we will
quote later,

=

escendant of tuis Tanmily
wag an sxtensive limeburner and real esists
ovBBR died at ritzwatertown, ay 1l3th 1857,
in his 84th year, and is buried in the fTamily
burying ground. e was owner of a portion of
the Bmlen estate, on which is a large mansion
used by Washingion as his he2adquarters while
the army was in the vicinity of whitemarsh.

Jolin Fitzwater a

! S
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In 1810 the limebhurners of the country formed
themselves into an associabtlon: Alszaxndser
Crawford, President; John Fitzwater, Sec!'tiry.

The Fltzwater burying ground is on our farm;
on tlhie hillside; most of thie dates of the
old stones are worn smoobtl, but I believe
that each generation from the first there---

FPitzwa ter town is sifuated in the southern part
of Upper Dublin on Iimekiln Pike; in the

midst of the fertine valley of gandy Run,
abounding in limestones and iron ore, At one
time it contained a store, hotel, wheelwright
and blockmmith shop, grist mill, and about

12 houses, The post offics was 2ptablished

in 1358. ;

Dr, and lirs., Appleman are certainly to bz congratulated for
building their attractive swan=r home on the shbte and retaining
the walle of the ancient mill, and thus preserving this Colonial
landmark of lontgomery County.

Just as we were avbout to mail this article to A, C. Chadwilicek,Jr,
edi tor of The Suburban press, we received a letter from rs,
Appleman,containingtiie above indented notes,




grist and Sww muill no. 386=A Basbtian lloupt, opefore 1769;
Georga ureslier, 1781.

these ware two very successful county mills, situated &n a
good Tarming distriet and taorougli the nearly 200 years of their
history we find no sheriff's sales,

Eucn ot the many ownsrs managed the mills successiu
provad tne propsriy, paid their taxes proupsly, and left a proe-

fitable business to their heilrs,

ATter laaving the Fitzwatsr uill we go north on ILimekiln

ike{ one-dead mentions it as wthe road %o jenkintown") over the
300 foot hign hills to the northi of r;NuJ Kun, down tiie hillis o
the ancient Susqu2hanna roud that passed from Ggermantown to morth
Wales,

nere w2 come to presl aftowﬂ where the anciant mills were
nestled down snugly on a branch of sandy Run To the west ol the
mill an old cart road ran nornbound to the yorsham rpeeting pouse,
or ag another deed has it, wthe road to Oxford churchn,

It must have been quite an enginsering proposition ror the
firs: sessler to go uinto the wilderness; dig a mili race nearly
a mile long; erect two small and one great dsms, and conserve
the wat2r Tlowing from thres dubbling springs; and erect iwo
mill and equip them,

In ths Reeardsr of Deeds office , at lorristown, we Tind a
survey of the mill lanua Both the mills were pne-suiory frame
builaingsy the saw mill was quite small, but the grist mill was
large and on the tTront ware two doors and five windows, The
power was raceived from tias same mill race, The great dam was on
a branch of sandy Run; one small dam was on a.tiny.branck from the
west; and another small dam on a little trickle c¢azlled line Run,
running from the gagt into the mill ra¢e nsar the saw mill,

Bvery gallon of water in the lo:ality was utilized to run the
mills, but today the buboling springs s2em %o have dried u 3
there is very 1liivle water in thie strezam that is so ecaref:
markad out on tae survey,

ti)
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These two nilis were erect=d by Bastian Hogpt, in Upper Dub-
lin Township, sometime before 1769, as in that year Houpt is
taxed for a grist mill and a saw mill, and also a plantation
of 20 aecres,

In 17?4 gonrad gerhart owned the mills and 28 acres; also the
mill race, including one pnrcn on each side of tae race that
runs eroubu tie land of Johin robeson, In this ysar Henry Berges,
of Gwynedd, purchase: the prop=2riy, subjsct 0 a mortguge of
475 piunds sterling, h=1d by Bastian Houpt. In 1777 Jesse Trump
of upper Dublin, purchased the mills and in 1781 he sold the san=
to (jeorge praeshier, of Dresharyown, and the road connesting the
milis with Whitemarsh were, and are setill, named after him,

Dresher dizd ih 1804, and the mills passed %o his sons,

In 1834 Abner Spencar and John Fitzwater purchased the
mills and in the same y=ar s=11 the property to Levli Dresher,
Levi expired in 1843 and the milis and 145 acr=2s were pold to
gharles 3, Conrad, Tor $3785, The foliowing year cvornelius, the
father of charlzss 5. Conrad, secwred the mills, In 1858 Isaac
conrad paid $5750 for the prop=riy.

are told that the ancient mili bulldings have Deen mMoGerne
nto an attractive dwelling. In a later article we will
eseribe the present conditioon of this old industrial plant.

Do
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o
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Grist Mille Nos, 37 and 37-A

Johin Burk, 1744; pdge-paul 1748; Jacob Reiff 1885;
Joseph Lukens 1838; Wluss'gilk 1864,

Phis 0ld griet mill wae erectzad upon a little parcel of 30
aeres of land in Uppsr Duolin into wihiceh the WissalicKonwa Lers
pase=d und crossed the Wuitemarssi line, above,uand-near the
present town of Agbler, below 11ill No. 38,

In 1688 Zacharial Whitpain, the son of Richsrd Whaitpain, of
Tondon who owned the great house On Front snd-walnut streets, in
philadelpnia, ownéd several thousand acres here, and in 1688 he
sold & tract to Nicholas gcull who was tiie oversser of Bdward
Parnars plantation below, The deed staltes it was upon Susquehanna
road, on th=: west side of Wesselieguen® Cresk, In 1688 scull sold
to Bdward Burk 300 acres conitaining a house , fTor Tour score
pounds sterling,

In 1733 @dward Burk , on account of his natural love and
affection vorne for his son, John, sold the dwelling, but no mill,
for five shillings, We first learn of thie grist mill irn 1744 when
John Burk made a petition to the Court to open a roazd paBh the
mill he had lately erectsd.in 1748 the heirs of John Burk sold
the mill and 30 acres to Jacob Bdge and James paul, The latter was
of the faumily who ownad so many mills and forges in pennsylvania,

In the same year Arciaibald jjeClesan also gold to the pariners
154 acres adjoining in Whitemarsh Township, In 17565 James paul
sold to Jacob Bdge 183 acres adjoining on tue gouth, also bis half
intersst in the other two lots and Mill No. 37, paul and Edge wera
brothers-in-law and both attended the Gwynedd Meeting,

In a tax Yist of 1774 Jacob Edge was taxed for @ grist mill in
Uypper Dublin and 2238 acres,

We are sorry to state that in deseriving Farmar's Mill (W0 .52)
we erred in stating that Jacob Bdge owned that mill.

In that article the five parsgraphs relating to Jacob Edge
all relate to ¥Mill KXo, 97,

Mhe Tarmar Yill article should have read Joshua Norris eold
that mill to his son-in-law, Isaac lather,

Spencer Boneall's map of the pattle of Germantown, drawn
dep rember 1877, one hundred years after tlie battlle, marks tlie
mill at gkippack nnd Bethlehem Pike as Daniel Morris' and
Jucod Bdge's 11ille Weither one of them ever owned that mill, and
that wae low the error occurred,

Rev. Francis Heyl, in uThe pattle of gGermantown® states: WHere
thiey remeined until evening and at 7 o'clock took up their line
of marci down the gkippack road past Edge's Mill to the Bethle-
hem turnpike,®

Now Bdge's Mill was on yorris road, near Bethlehen pike, over
a mile above the Skippaek road, so if ths army did pass by
Bdge's i1l it must have come down vorris and not the gkippack rdad.

prom 1755 until 1784 Jacoo Bfge Wwas the sgle owner and upon
nis deatn, 4p 1785] Hs m¥llrwas sold Lo Jacod Detweilsr ST.,
who owned 3ill No. 38, and Jacod Reiff, Jr.e The latter was
tiie Bon=in-law of Detweilsr and oro ther of jary Reiff, wlho had
besn marrisd £rst to Joseph VWise, of uill No 39, and later to
Josaph Lukens, of iuis mill, The inventory of Rdge's estute
mentions five epinving whesls; one for the widow and one for aa cli
of the four daugnters, There were no Sons,

Tn 1813 Reiff also purchased 1ill No. 30,

In 1790 Joseph Detweiler Jr., g0ld hig lhalf of this mill and
land to Reiff.,

Sometiie between 1790 and 1838 thie gld sipne mill (I0. 53)
fell into decay, =znd a mew grist mill (No. 37wA) Was Sr2cie




further down the Wissahiokoun, in Whisemsrsh Township, on the 7/
land that E@ge and Paul had purchased in 1748,

In 1833 Detweiler and Reiff had & dispute regaiding Reiff's
milldam so high that the water from Deftwiler's taill race did
not flow prop=arly, Arbitrators weres appointed and a friendly
settlement was reached,

In 1838 Reiff sold to Josepl ILukens, the B0 acres in Upper
Dublin (upon which wae the grist mill now going to decay) and
two lote of land in Whitemarsh uporn which the new mill (No.
37-A) had been erected., One of the clsuses in the deed says
that rukens was to be allowed to use the stone of the old mill
to repair his dam is so desired,

The consideration peid was $18,100, which included mansion
house, merchants' grist mill, and saw mill and B9 acres of
land in Upper Dublin and Whitemsrsh Townships, but allthe
vuildings weee in the latter townihip.

Joseph Lukens and wite, Mary, lived in the mansion house
very happily for many y=ars, He could not have Deen kinder %o
the gix Wise chil#een that his wife brought with her from her
first marriage, Pf they had been his very own,

January l4th 1863, Joweph Lukens and wife, wary, =sold iill
No. 37-A,(which was a merchant grist and saw mill) %o Amos
gEéiler, Tor $10,000, subject to & mortzgags of $8,000, It was
on a public road adjoining land of Jacob Wentz, and the Wissa-
hickon passed through the property tor over 1750 feet,

In 1864 amos Heller sold the mill and 89 acres to Eherhard
Tlueg, of New York city, and here the latter established hip
gilk mill,

When Dr. lary P. H. Hough, 03 Anbler puvlished her history
of the Fluee silk ill, we will have the story of the mliz wp
to date,

ADITRAL JOHN BARRY!'S LETTER BCOK,

Almira' Barry's statue stands in Independance gquare, Philde
delphia, After the Revolubtion (in 1787, he was in commuand of the
merchant sailing vzsgsel %Asia®, pwn2d by Willing and Robert
Horris, sailing froin Philadelphia to Canton, China,

The letter book of over 100 pages gives a record of the
voyage and also thie business transactions,

In running over the book looking for waterwmarks, the present
owner, lr, Barry Hepburn, was surpriged to find that 50 pages
of tha boox con‘tained an Dnglish watermurk and the other 50
pages of the asme wags made of paper carrying the American
watermark of "TW", withh ths Dove with sprig of ivy in 1its bill.
Thiie was mads by the Tirim of Thomas and Mark Willmox, of the
Dove Ivy Paper Mills, (1729) at Conerod, on Chester Creek, in
Delaware County.

When Thomas Amies , formsr supsrintendent of the Willcox mills
purchased tlie old goncord-gh2etz paper nmill (1749) on Mill Cresek
in Ipwer Jlerion Township, hes alzo took over their nanme wthe
Dove 1ills", and alse tiieir dove watermark, WwWe have seéen many
waternacks of the Anies Dove Mills,

Renjanin Pranklin, printer and patron of the papermnaksrs, if
he is quot=d corractly, gave support to eighteen paper nills, mostly
in Pennsylvania, We know thiat 4n 1752 he mad:s a losn to Conrad
goheetz and also have learmsesd that in an =2arlisr loan he mads,
of 100 pounds sterling to a 1little paper mill and fuliing mill,
in Amity Township, nsar Reading, in serks County, which in 1749
wae & part of Phil delphia County.



irarch 1749-50 Dpaniel Womelsoof, papermuks of Amity Township 72'
gesures 100 pounds s l;a'"'l'i_';g,, on a mortgage from menjmain
sranklin, printer, of philadelphia, Daniel must nave bukdt the

etween 1736 and 1’?&3, 18 on thie Tirst date he pWra
er f 1land u which the mills were erected, fTrom
. i spe2lled womelsdorf, occupatisn
ami t 7" iron ore, he likely woried
and AR 3 he Trepaid th= morigage
k1] caras 1 agdchusetitbts, New
. Del recorded in those ntates, but
if he msde ot the old gcounty of Philddelpnia, wlich
took in nearly « ¢ the sputheastarn section of Pennsgyivania,

we will find Gthen,

Judge Andrew Robesson 2nd, Wio ownad wmilles Nos 1 to 3, at the
moutlhh of the Wissahickon, in 1714 purchased 1500 acres gf izon
land near or in Amity and Robeson Townships. Robeson died in
1719 and was buried in the churchyard of the awedish cliureh of
gt, Gabrisl's in Berks Couniy,

These librariss have complete scrap books of the Wissahickon
i1l stories, as printed in the Suburban press; ‘lii storieal
gociety of Pennsylvania; 1l3%ta and Iu":u")"} streate; The llonigon2ty
County Historical Sociefy, lNorriasiown m., The .‘,-e_'..-:lc:ﬂ'ﬁu‘r.-'i‘.

: .
Historical Society, Germanmtown; The _r,i brary of tlie state Capliol
" 1 m}s 1M Az - » F i1 - - d 2
of Pennsylvania, at Harrisourg; The Fr=se ,*"&)r. ,1‘; 4 _“11,._1.;1‘,) ia,
1 L

. = L = = . . _." ‘--\- 12 o4 " 2% 23
at 18th strest and the Trankling f’%nt‘r\vw--’ /".uf3 jilliam B, Stephens!
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grist 111l No. 38s Willism Harmere-Daniel Morris--Joseph SZS
Detweilar

This mill was built before 1731, on tlie Wissahickon cgreek near

: nt wetlilelienn Pike,

The tract was nam=d Whitpaint's ¢r ind* and included the

vVissalnicrton, Ros sy Run and Pine .-.un. Bight nmills, {‘;-}u:.’-,

37 to 43) were latar eracfsd here, All eurly maps and d=2ds

before 1700 namas the Wissahickon,"Whi tpain Creek®, aftsr Riche
L

tiie pregent southwest corner of sutler rike and porris road,
Ambler, in upper publin Township,

William Harmer ouilt the mill on Richard Whi ipaints tract in
thi2a present townships off | .,.g tpain, Upp2r Dublin and whitsamarsh,

deed of 1698 statzs ftaat .;1_ usquehunna road passed through

tlia plantation, dbuit it could only have been an Indian troil, s
thers waras ng regular road at thati time,

A later dea2d mentions the swme agathe rosad to o rth Walesw,
80 it must hnave besn a part of U 3

- O
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ard Whitpain, the friend of willliam penn,

Whitpaints greant house , on Tront street bBelow Walnui in
philudelphiia, mantioned in & letter written in 1o87 Dby Wwilliam
peny to Robert Turner who own:d Swaach Park (now part of the
2lst ard) is as foliova- "rumluw into consideration the great
expengas of Richsard Wh upain to the advancsuent of the provia-

ence and the Bhare taksth here (Bngland) on all ocassions for
its honour, I can do no less tian recoiumend to you for publie
gervice(meetings of tue pennsylvania Assenbly) his great house
in Philadelphia, which iain; too big for his private use, would
provide you a convenience above what my cottages affords,"

In 1714 John VWhi upai.a con vajad to William Harmer 202 acres
mostly in Upper Dublin butbt partly in Whi temarsh ”ownsu¢nh. Halw
mer disd in 1731 and bafore that date he lhuve greatly inproved
the 100 . acres of Emmtkx thie abovs Lract Dy erecting a dwelling,
\vut%l‘-'_:ru‘ﬂ"~‘4 corn _'.“Llll, oT -_ﬁJ.':I.:-‘-L 1111. .10‘-‘. ':i"l_"; .1111 "l?u.l_l.l Ng
mill, i1l ponds , mill dume, ete, Witk all of thase improve-
ments it 18 only Teusamabls o suppoee that st lz2ast one of
thie three mills was built long before 1731,

In 1733 liis executora and trustees spld the 100 acres and
milles for 400 pinds sterling, to Morris rorris, of Abington
Township, In 1734 jorris aligo purchased from the Harmsr estate
208 aeres of land adjoining, in the plantation nam=d “Whitpain's
Cre=kland®, now thie fownship of that nans,

Qe belisve the fulling mill mihtioned abov= was the mill
(NQg. 41) that in 1769 to 1783 was owned by Arthur groade, and one
of the other nmills may have been the Wise uill (Yo, 5‘#). In
1734 rorris sold a quarter insarest in the 408 acres and mills
to John Dellwin, '

In 1746 he makes a werbal gift of one=liulf the same to his
eldest son, fSamuel orris, who ownad rmill No. 32, at Skippack and
lethilenem Pikes, in Vhi tenarsh, and one-quatser of the ills and

land to a younger son, Danisl Yorris,

In 1739 a petition vus made and grantsd by the gours to lay
out & road €rom garrett Clemehs grist mill ia salford Townslhip,
£ samuel Jorris' mill (No. 33) in Uppar Duolin.

qmuel xkxx sold his half in est te for 1000 pounds sierling
to his brother Daeniel, and John Dellwin also of his quurter in-
ter=st so, that upon Daniel's death, in 1756, he owned the
entire 408 ucrzs and tiie mills,

pavidtg (Danielts) widow Tagy, und Yro ther samuel, are in-
structed to disvose of tis estate and in 1759, B4 4 acras in thse
three townships , with grist mill (No. 58) was cold on a wortgage
to Tolin Stevens; and B2% acres in Uppar DUbLlin and grist nill

€
(FNo. BY) were sold to Windle wideman, Ths fulling mill (No. 41) we




will discuss later, 9(*
In 1771 John Stevens sold the grist mill and bolwdng mill %o
Jogseph “forrie, a grandsen of Anthiony Jlorris Jr., of philadelphia.
(Anthony lorris, Jr., a Philadelphila orewer, in 1725 owned a

grist mill in lforeland Township,)

James 1or¥is (175301795) the son of Joseph lorris, laived in the
0ld dwelling near tiie grist mill, e mam'iaed, at the Gwynedd
Meeting 10t month, 1st, 1772, Blimavetn, the daugliter of Abrahan
Dawes, Jr., who owned the adjoining plantation, “Dawesfield®, where
Gensral Washington had his headquarters in gctober 1777. :

An intersting story is told of the Tirst meeting of James
orris snd his future wife,

sogne day vwhilst riding along the Hprris road Jumes lorris was
met by a lady coming Trow iis opposite direction on hors=dack, who
tried in wain to prevent her horse Turning around to go in tie
suma way as James Jlorris, Blushingly she apologized for the conduct
of her horse, and afbsr explaining that it was 1its haodt to @o
tiie game way us any other horse it might me2t, she ssksd hinm to
oblige her by escorting her as far sg her fTuther's Heouse, The
youngz man gladly and gallantly eomnli=d with her reguegst and the
acquaintance with fiss Dawes, thus aceldently Tormed, ripensd intp
a friendship which speedily resulted in their marriage in 1772.%

The couple lived in the mansion until 17%6 or 76, when they
removed to Dawesfield. James Morris was a lieutanmAt in the
Pennsylvania Negiment ina 1777; captiain of nontgomery County Iight
Horse in 1782; president Judge of the gourt in 1785; and a
Brigadier GGensral of the nilitiaiin 1793,

In 1775 Joseph lorris sold to Joseph Detweiler for 2000
pounds ' sterling the 844 acraes, dwelling, waler powar d corn or
grist mill, and will plamtation, ete,

Samuel Morris disd 40 1773 and in his will 12Tt a bequest and
half sers of land So establish a schivol near lis mill(No. 32) at
Skippack and Betiilehen pikes, Of the trusizss appointed to
msnzge tlie schopol, three ware ogwners of mills: Henry Scheetz;
Jacob Tdge and Josepli Lukens,

The Detweiler family owned thie grist mill for several gener-
ations, It was demplished in 1387, but the faily resided in the
old homestead until qui te recentily.




ADDIENDA; BENJAMIN FRAVKLIN , IN 1762, HELPED FINANCE 95
OONRAD SCHERTZ PAPIR MILL, S0 THAT TR
FRANKIIY & HALL PRINTING NSTABLY SEIINT WoULD
RECEIVE A GRTATER QUANTITY OF PAPER.

8ins2 June 22nd 1933 we have fold stori=ss, in The Suburban
Prags, of the 38 mills in ths Wissahickon vallay, and this
weaek we suggest that we state new information regarding the
mills already deserided,

Mill Yo, 33, Post No, 10 american legion, at sandy Run
on Rethlehem Pike, Fort Washington,

Mrs, Ada ¢, Hammel, the daughiter of Albert ¢onrad, wio
ownad the augur industiry writes; "The lower story of the mill
bordering on Sandy Nun was where they gtarted the aygurs-and
bitts, cutting the desired lengths from long bars of steel,
heating them rzd hot at the forge, then flattening them under
the tilt hammar(a large hamm=r worked with a lever) then they
were sent upstairs to be polished and ground out on the enery
wheel, The large wooden watbtar wheel was on the opposite side
of the pictures of thr mill I am enclosing, I rememder the
wheel wae discarded long azo, and a na2w turbine water wheel
installed in place of the old one, At the time of the
Centennial Bxposition in Punilrdeliphia, the firm of A. and T.
Conrad hud a display of their augurs and bitts there, They
tecaived Tirss prize, a gold medal,®

Rob2s8on-Van Daren pills nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4,

As grist 25ill no, 2 and saw mill mo, 3 built vetwesen 1686
and 1689 , the oldest of the Tifty mille i» the Wissahickon
Valley, and the 0ld Rob=son dwalling, on »idge avenue just
below the grist mill, the Toundations of whichh were built as
early as 1689, any information p#lating to them is of intersst,

During thie Revolution Jolin Vandaern owned the four mills, He
was a large land speculator in Roxvorough and the walls of
Schuylkill, In 1785 ha Db2came mentally dersunged and his mille o
and land ware sold at a sheariffr'g sale in 1789 %o Peter and
Jonathian Robeson, _

Vandaren expired in 1788 and his will, dated 1785, m=entions
the Robeson pansion and garden, He Bave bto his wife, pussannah,
the use of the bzst parlor and chambar above, lier choice of
furni ture, ircluding * all my plate and t2a urn, one good
nesw singls horse chaise, the uppar half part of the flower
gardan, and the Tront lalf part of the kitehen garden, or
garden over tiie way; the plantation wherszin I now live and the
mill thereon erectad; myr chaise horse and the chaise house, "

The inventory mention=2d4 "an o0ld Bible with nzedlawork
covaring'.

He 1lafL six children, th=2 youngest, Tacy, be2cam= the wife
of Thomas Smith,

Last week in quoting from sally wistar's Jourmal, under the
date of June 2nd 17738, we not=d that gaptain Dandridge, w.o was
staying at the Poulke :ill, statad he was courting Tacy Vandaren
and that they to b2 marris=d soon,

The Scheetz FPamily of papar Nskers; NMills Nos. 28, 34 and 3B,
Benjanin Frunklin gives fTinancial aid to conrad Scheetz.

Henry Scheetz who owned tlie two paper mills on Sandy Run was
a brother of gonrad Schieetz who owned two paper mills on Mill
Creek, Tower Yerion Townsliip, The; were the son, or grandsons of
Jolin Jacob Jehiutz (sbheetz).




In early Colonizl times tlhie great scearcity of Inglish and ?é
Duten pap=2r in America induced the printers to assist the

papermakers in erscting their mills and they agrsed %o purchase
t;a;r products,
willianm mradford, the first prirter in philadelphia, owned
a quarter interest in william Ri ttenhouse's first paper nill,
(1690) and he was the largest consumer of their paper,
Christopher Sauer (Sower) Sr., the noted Gemaniown printer,
never owned a paper mill, but in 1772 his son, christopher Jr.,

built a paper mill on ?all Fraek, ne=ar 4100 Ridge avenuz, at

the Talls of Schuylkill, (‘F te: Hagner 1ill ,article in 1:151.‘,
week's issue of The Suburban “ravu.}

gower, the 2lder, was one of the lesaders of the Dunker faith
and purchased most of his paper from the Xphrata Brotiierhiood,
in Lancuster County, The papsr used in printing his 1743 Bible,
(the first print=d in America) shows thw watermarks of the
Bphrata nills, Russ2ll L. Davis, of the Franklin Insfiitule,
informe me they:have=one of the Sower Bibles, printsd in
Germantown, in 1743; also a 3ible printsd in lphrata, They
also exhnibit an original printing press upon waich the Ephrata
sible was printad,

Conrad Scheetz, in 1748 purchased a fulling mill and 100 acres
of land on 141l Cre=sk, Lower Jferion(late the Dove paper nill) fron
David Davis, and hers erscted a pap=sr mill, To finance the erection
and purchase of matsrials, he borrowed , in 1749. from willianm
sllen, 100 pounds sterling,

Oon Tebruary 7th 1752, to increase his production of paper, he
again borrowed Tro: Benjamin Franklin and pavid Hall, printsrs,
ano thar 100 pounds staerling., The properiy then contained 100 acras ,
a paper mill and othier improvements, The deed stated that inhe paper
mill had lately been eractsd in ypper Merion.

The printing firm evidently investad the money in the paper
mill to obtain paper, Franklin & ]15111 purchaesad pape"' from the
gcheetz 1ill, the Tollowing year, ag dn July 23rd 1753, Wranklin
wrote to his son, from 5oston- ' I hope the go. E=2am paper,
law size No.2, which I orderad cthutz (Jonrad sScheestz) to nake
for Mr. Hollemak, here, is come down T™Wom the mill before this
time. Bend it psr first vessel to that gantleman,

Tranklin & Hall, for the times, were Larw. nuok publishers,
and in the 1750'e they received the contract for printing the
Golonial papesr currsncy, This was priwbed on paper containing
mica or isinglass, Lo prevent comnterfel ting, Tradition states
that tie paper used was 1:]:31‘: in the gonrad sechzeetz paper mill, amd
thie above facts would se=2m to provs tiie stlatemeni, Conrad Scheetz
expired in 1771, and n,e;e is no record of tha loan having oeen
paid,

Pranklin wrote €rom kondon, October 7th 1772: "I am surprised
that Seheatz has paid nothing of wnat I Turnished when here. I
am afraid 1 do not Zgrow wiser as I grow older."

on January 20th 1773, Richard Bache, Franklin's atiorney,
wrote to him, "Fesr. will have fo sue gcheatz estate for the
ampunt of 1y note".

Ritte- house paper Hill (No. 7) on Paper mill Run, Roxherough,
Opposite the dwslling wiisre David Ri tterliouse was born in
1752, on Iincoln Drive just west of Wiscahickon avenue,

There is today on exhivition in the Franklin Instituie, at
20th street and The parkway, a reproduction of this paper 1aill,
paper Mill Run, surrvounding trees, mill ruce, ete, A motor inside
the mill propelz the overshot water wheel, This rajarkacle
and artistics reproduction has just bean coupletad vy U, C,
flainmes, of RoXborough, who last year also built a model of the




Thomas I[ivezey Colonial dwe iing on the Wissaliickon, adjoining ?

Hill No, 14,

On the same floor at ths PrankKlin Institute there is a minia-
ture Fourdriner papar manufacturing machine, (ne can s=22 the
paper heing nade; passing from pulp to finished product; The
at tendant will present the spsctaltor with a sample of the
paper that is made,

gfficials 0'? tiie Institute also exhibit some original Ritten-
house pay wing the cloverlea? watsrmarik, made in 1729;

e golontal paper money printad by menjamin
showing mica mixed wiiroughout the paper, This
, Was made in gonrad Scheetz! mill,

#ill Yo, 21. John Barvge's: Spruce Mill paper uill: jFater

Magargs's upper mill, at Thomss Mill Road,
wilera tha wooden-c2o rnr—:ui bridge still stands,

John Barge died in 1785 and was burisd in the churchyard of
gt. 'i‘llo;.‘-.-'-'*' Churcn, at Hethleham Pike and ghureh Road, This is
the inscription on his tomb:

ngife is a =:heat,

and always shows it,

I thought so oncse,

And now I know itin

.')1‘ ‘i.:-.ry P, H, Hough, of Ambler, writes ma: %] have nesarly

finished the history o‘E‘ the nine mills which once existed in
this ‘_’11“-‘1"‘ ant loecality of the sorough of Amblsr, Two were gn tihe
boundary line, One of them wae converted inte a silk mill, a
history of which I have, Whaen I complete the work I will be glad
to givas it to you."™
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orgas mills nos. 12 and 13, on The Wissahldckon at Borgus lane,

t seen Lwo mortgagss that give us a better idea as
mills were eractad, A Jolin Gorgas dsed, of 1752,
in;

mentions a 11.111 g mill and an oyl mill, A mortgags of 1764
recor 19 a fulling mill oyl 1mill and a grist mill, so that the
grist mill (No. 12) was built in that year,

Text week we hops to continue our storiss of the Wissahickon
Valley mills,




75

This mill , rebuilt in 1843, is still standing bus has not been

Grist and gaw i1l Wo, 39, Jolhn Wise 8r--Jacob Reiff,

running for many years, It is on sutlsr pike , in pmbler, Uppsr
Dublin Township, where the Rose Valley Run en ters the Wis -..J.‘_.'J-'».U.n.
On the adjoining farm of James llorris, one mile wesr of the mill

between the Skippuck and lorris roads, is still standing YDawese
fieldv, the headquarters of General Washington in gctiber of 179%4
The mill was op=rated by the waters of the Rose Valley Run, a *
nunber of springs on the run forming a large pond tuat is now used
by KeasLy & Mattison, n=ar their asbestos works.
In a map of 18562 the road to the mill is called "clover Mill
Road",

The springs gave this run a continuwous large flow of watar
__ & t‘> _J = ’
many of the old deeds making nention of the springe on tlhe farnms,

The best known spring in jlontgomery County was the ugreat
Bubbling Spring", le’U nam=sd "Great Fountain® oxr wijill Spring", at
Gpring 1Mil1l, Pa., in Whitemarsh Township, near the :Chujnnlll
river, The grist mill erected there in 1715 by pDavid wWilliam and
owned by Joseph Paul and Thomas Livezey during the Revolution,
was ot sp=2cizsl value, as the water from the spring never froze.

Bubbling Spring, on account of its volums and puri t':, was of
considarable COLIL‘.PJI‘Ci 1l value, William ¢, dum.lbon later pura-
chased the spring snd carrisd the water through an El_:hl' inech
underground pipe %o the present lamilion Paper 1ills, at 1iquon
station (on the :%e‘-.-:..iim; Iines) a distance of two miles,

This axtreme end uvf Upper Dublin Township (on which 171il1ll Yo.
38 stood, and which is oe:..-.l.r_; deseribsd in this article) was pura
chased from William Penn by William and George larmer before 1688,

The grist and saw mills were built before 1768, as in that
year Lewis Rynear sold the property to george ‘or*}c_i, and the
deed reads:; "messuage, grist mill, saw mill, and plantation, all
ouildings, improvements, boulting lfllll“, mill pond, mill dams,
banks, races, streams of water and springs, 82% acres in Upper
Dublin and Whitpain Townships, corner of Gwynedd and wWhitpain
townships, erossing creeic 2ast end of bridge by fulling mill lzane.®

lfarch 12th 1774 Georyge llocker sold the above mills and acreage
for 1750 pounds sterling to John Wise Sr., of Roxborough, a miller.
This was the same John Wise sr,, who in 1796 purchased the Gorgas
grist mill (No. 12) . John Wise addsd to his land by sho rtly
purchaeing 98 acras in Gwyneéd, adjoining his otlher property.

Joen Wise 3r,, was a privats in Tieutenant William Dean's
Philadelphia company of militia, recruited from Upper Dublin
Townshiip in 1777,

Within a miles and ond half from the Wise nmill there were at
least eight other mills in the =arly days. There must have been
& mauch largesr {low of water than there is today, We have not
as y=2t been ab;e to trace ths titles of these mills,

Let us make the Sign of the [atin eross, pointed north and
south,with the wise pill as the centre, in thie southwest
corn=Ir ot uUpp:ar D uol in township, Ths right arm is Rose Vvalley
jun, on waich was the Wvans: grist mill, on setilehen pike, The
Wissahickon makes tie no:th and south arms, gn the sputih arm
was trist rill no 38, given Lo James 'porris in 1771, and oelow
this the Joseph Lukens ::ill l’*Jo :5’?}. Une the west arm, on Pine
Run, in whitpain Township, was grist miil O, 40, duilt in 1777
from tumber taken Trom the treeg that were felled oy the american
Army to build fortifications and log huts, On tlhe meriin aric of the
guppog=2d ceross were Thoz.qp"'or' mill, pather's grist :ma gaw mill
and Wheelasr'g nill and forge (YNo. 46). Artiur sPohde's fulling

t,

mill also a:@oiﬂﬂd the Wise i1l proparty, but we have not been
sble to locate it preoperly as ye




Thare are seversl authentic stateussnts that many of the tr-:—zssj
on tie farma in this section were t down for military purposes,
and the wise and pather saw mills must have worked gover time in
Octubexr of 1777.

. Gensral wasoington wrot=2 froum Headquarteres on Qotigber 30th,
1777 3v The long residence of the Army in thies quarter has proved
very distnessing to the inhavitants, as forage must be drawn fron
their substznce,"

Bétween the north snd west arms of our imaginary croes was
thie 350 acre plantation of James Jlorris, leter a Brigadier General.
Here was the mansion "pDawesfieldw, built in 1736, which served
Washington as hip headquarters during the Vhitpain encampment
from gctober 20th toc 31lst, 1777, At the court Marshal of (General
Wayne 'he was acquitted with the highest lonors) these generals
held their Cours$:;at v"pDuwesfield®w; His Bxcellency General Washinge-
ton, Major Genersals Sullivan, @Greene, Stephens, Le Marquis de
Lafayette, Brigadier genersals jjaxwell, Knox, Wayne, Muhlenberg,
Conway and Puldski.

At letter, wriften at thies time, by Washington, was headed
"gctober 25th, Skippack Rosd, 15th milestonen, This was about
one mile south of the headquarters,

On gctober 30th, (1777) the headguarters and encaiipment
removed from Dawesfield to Geprge Emlen' Jr's. Baronial Hall,
on Sandy Run, soutli side of Camp Hill, now the prop=srty of the
FelleVan Rengsselaer estate,

Oon this date Washington wrote two letters; the first headed;
"Headquarters, James liorris, 12 mil=s from Philadelphia, Skippack
road", The second letter was headed; " Headquarters near VWhite-
maren, 15 miles from Philadelphiaw,

Next week, in descrd¥ing 1141l Yo 35, that adjoined the

. hegdquarters at Camp Hill, we will give an illustration of the
Bmlen Hall, showing Sandy Run and tlie mill race in front of the
mansion,

The Wise mill received its water power from a long headrace Em
paseing betwsen Rose Valley Run and Butler road,

In 1789 Wise rebuilt the old dwelling on Bubtler road, a
double three-story stone house, under tiie eaves the Datestone
Teading " J, C, W, 1789", Qn the opposite side of the road a
barn was marked "J, C., W. 17977, In 1909 these buildings were
in good condi tion but sicne Keasby & llattison purchased the
property they have been demolished,

Jolin Wise 8r was acecidently killed in hies Roxborough Wissa-
hickon uill, (no, 12) in 1803,

In 1804 the mill and farm was valued at 3175 pounds, and
was purchased by John's second son, Jogeph, The oldest son, John,
Jr., purchased the old Gorgas Mill (No, 12) and in 1812 bought the
Paul Mill (No. 20), that later necame the lower MNagarge mill,

Joseph Wise (1780-18183 married, in 1805, uary Reiff, and in
1813 he sold the mill to his brother-in-lsw, Jacob Reiff, for 5000
pounds, The widow, lary, marri=d Joseph Lukens, of Mill Wo,., 37.
Reilff rebuilt the grist mill as it is today; a large Tour-story
modern stone mill, A datestone under thie eaves reads "Jacob and
Anyi Reiff, 1843".

In 1786 Jacob Reiff purchased Mill Wo 37, which he sold in 1838

. to Hoseph Lukens, his bro ‘her-in-law,

It is ten years since we have visited ths old mill, znd ot was
then occupied by y1talian families, The mill race had been filled
in and the other buildings and barns demoliched, It is now a part
of ambler,

In visiting thos section today, wheme in Revolwtionary times
at least nine industrial plants fTurnished the three townships
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. grist will, Wo. 40, James Morris, 1777; Adan Werstner, 1798;
Albert Werstner, 1868,
This mill was ir'ii-itvnirl”awns iip, on Pine Run thst risss
Ty aar v 1 - Va1 v ~ - o + ¥ ] . ¥ - 1
about two and one half miles southwest of A&blﬂ*. Phiz run Tlows
into the Wissahickon Qreek just onposite wliere Rose Valley Run
also joins the larg=r creek, near Butlsr :veﬂqq.

The mill was on a small plot of 143 acres on thie Whitemarsh
and Upper Dublin dividing line,
The 1little parcel of land was a part of the grsat tract of

4000 acres that William penn granted to his friend, Richard Whit-
pain , of Lopdon,

i tpain died in Tondon and his =2astate in pennsylvania con-
gist=ad of "the great ltansion® , 60 x 56 feet, near the banks of
the Delawarem and a parcel of 4000 acres known as “Whitpain greek
Land®, 100 aeres in "Iiberty Landv, 2500 acres in chester county,
and 500 acree not yet laid out, Po“’luﬂS of thhe estatie were owned
by his son, &acharia; grandson, John Whitpain; John Blackal, a
linen draper; and Wiliiam Aubrey, soth of the latter were also of
London,

About 1716 the entire astate , with the exesprion of the
500 aecres tract, was sold to Reese Thomas, a Welsh (uaker, of
Yerion, and Anthony ligrris, Jr., of philadelphia, The latter was

. the g“andfdther of Joseph "ozri who owned 1111l No, 38. Reese
Thomas narried the daughter of "illiuu Aubrey, the executor for
VWhitpain, 8r,

In 1725 Thoma and porris sold to Abraham Dawes, 8Sr., 350 acres
of the Whitpain Creek planta.iun. In 1775 Abralham Dawes, JTr.,
sold the tra:t to Jaues llorris(his brother-in.law), who built
Mill Wo., 40, in 1777.

on this plantation was Dawesfleld, sthe dwelling,that was
George Waslington's headguarters in gectober of 1777.

The Morris genealogy rnl.tea that the 1ill was partly cone
gtructed from wood taken from the trses tusat were cut down by the
American troope in building fortificasions and huts for their
use wlien tuey were encauped tliere in 1777.

James lorris died in 1796, and in 1798 Blizabeth, his widow,
and their daughter, Hannah, sold to Adam Werstner, tor 1000
pounds sterling, the water-powered grist mill and 142 acr=ss of land.

The dead mentions the grist mill, mill dam, mill pond, and
mill race over 1800 f2et long,

The lorris estate placad certain restrictions on the property;
the water gate fronm tu“ mill race was to De kept in good order,
And any excess ot watber rejuired for ruming the mill was to be
run over the meadows of the morris prop=rty; a emall notch was
cut in a cornerstone in the west side ot the mill, and the water
nevar allowa=2d to go above that point,

Either Adam Werstnsr, or his fathery had Deen a soldier in the
Hessian Army and after the Revolution decided to remain in Whi t-

"". pain and pot refurn to the domain of the RBlectorate of Hesse,

Adam:Werstner was well educatad; an experiencad millsr; and
purcnased gaveral other parcels of land in Gwynedd and ypper
Dublin; a second grist mill (No, 40-A) and a town house in puila-
delphia, in 1795, at the southeast cornsr of 6th and cherry streets.
He di=d in 1831 and left two grist mills; one on 17 acres £Hill
¥o. 40-A) to hie son, Joseph; and the other (Mill No. 40) to his
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17ills Nos, 41, 42 and 43, Hd merts fulling uill; /’-5
Harmert's (Grist 1111,
Haap s'g Briest uMill,

The more one stuidies the history of tlie sp-crlled Whitpain
Creekland, of Uppsr Dublin and Whi tpain Townshins .L..L.wa. zh
which the Wissalhickon Creek and its branchss ‘flcw, it would
& 2 111 of some dBscription must have been erec
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T™hig William Harmer fulling will was on Glie same par=zc; of
land that contained his other three mills. (Nos, 38, 39 and 42)
John Whitpain , in 1714, sold 100 acres of land to William

Harmer, The lutbter died in 1731, and twy years later his
executor sold to llorris Jorris 100 aeres in Upper Dublin, con-
teining a dwelling , water powered corn mill, or grist mill,
solting mill (flour) and fulling mill, These mills were builtl
by Harmsr some time betwzen 1714 and his death in 1731, Before
1756 paniel Yorris, the son of ljorris Morris,own=d the 100 acre
plantabion and the mills of 1731,

In 1789 Tacy , the widow of Daniel lioxris, sold to Arthur
Bradis (B_ de) the fulling mill and 24 acres,

The mill vas on Rose Valley Run, wihichh entfers tie Wis :i“lC
near Butler pike and Morris Road, where Wige's jfi.L (1
ard lorris? I::Lll ( No, 38) were located, The
Braflls placed a mortgege Tor 100 pounds saarllrm,—; up
purchase, the deed stating that it ran to Gwynedd ()le ip line,
adjoinging the lands of John Truwap and Edaund Burk, and
race to the mill was 300 feet long.

The fulling mill was taxed as follows: (1’?{;9) Artlhur Broades,
34 acres; (1774) 25 acres, (1783) 34 .cres,

In 1787 the present llontgomary Cuunty was separated from
Piilsndelphia Qounty, so afier thic date we must go to Norristown
to containue the title search on the properties,

After the tax list of 1783 we wer=s unabvle to find any furkier
record of tihe fulling mill,
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Griet 111l Yo, 42 was also one of the William Harmer mills,
ouilt before 1731, on tlhie 1l00,acre plot of ground in Upper

Dublin Township, The mill was on Rose Valley Run, a&s was also
ills 39 and 41 . In 1755 it was jointly owned by Daniel Norris
, his wife Tacy, &and John Trunp, with 1;.i"‘e, m;".u John Trunp was
g millwright of Upper Dublin, the son of Henry Michael Trwump,
John Trump married for a second time, befox ‘e 1773, Deborah, the
widow of Jonathan Ppaul, who owned the Paul ¢rist 1ill (Mo. 22)
at 1%-31113' ¥ill Rosd on the Wiscahickon, TMirough her gsescond marrisge
to Josepi ‘«'ol.Lﬁ:r'j, Jr., she had received as a dower a half interest
in the ancient Willism Dewees wmill (No. 26,)
In 17565 murri:s and Trump each seold thieir half i 1 eres
A1l Mol 42 - 1th 80 asecres of the lijﬂli. o Lr*\.l..n 51
8 millor of Upper Dublin, He 16 given under sgeveral

thie tax listes from 1769 to 1783 as owning -:.'.-;e grist
80 acres,

Lewls S8tanert died in 1794 and he asppointed his son John,
8 pehool t-acher living in Germantown, ss exeéecutor of 1




bo Andrew (Gilkeson, an innkeeper IO‘f
t mill and 80 acres for 2880 pounds

d & daugnter, Bdith, whop maerried
1cob Wise, Nnoo yin Wise, wio owned 311l No. 39.
Gl lkeso - yilkeson's Corner, wlere a branch of
Rose Valley Run crosses Bethishem pike , in Aubler,

1814, but lhis will makes no mention

U el A S
Haageae'!s
.\n': 120 € Lo
ocove toe
l 4 :[\.'.'l:-
land on %
ne run, 1

-

Wil QWI2(

ownships,
3orY e Hagge (Hagy) died in+1824, In 1846 the mill was sold
to JustpeasW, Acuff, who re-sold it two years later to Jaedb O.

Bvang for $6200,

g
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In 1761 John Holman sold %o muathias pyson, on a meriga;
250 peunds sterling, 56 acres ot land most;y in gwynedd, but
b 1 township, Upon this lan

partly in whit; d ‘ryson built a
ge sornelisas,

grist mill and a saw mill, Ths mortg=age states that
&

the father of pathias, who owned a mill on stony cursek, in
"l-’lou.-n zbon"(now norristwn) was also bound by the deed, In 1787
the np rigags was increased to 422 pounds sterling on account of
tlie improvements,

In 1774 sohin Pyson,owned thie mrist mill d 161 acres, I
1776 Jonathan vyson was taxed for tlhe ;;LL.}. nd 123 acres,

The mills resained in the gyson family for over 100 years,

a raap of 1871 locates the grist z.u.J.,L, on the gzame gtrean,
and owned by Dr., Johin L. Tyson, who died in 1898,

Mather's Grist apdiSaw yill (No., 405) on the wissahickon ¢reek
in vaitpain yownship, was waest of the yhompson xill, These mills
were built in lBJU by gharles sathers, The land was owned at

£

firgt by dﬂ.t"L,Lfl" lu.tp 2in, a part of his large grant of

"Whitpain oreek lands®, Johin Whitpain sold, in 1714, three

hundred and eignt acres to william jarmer, whose lieirs in 1734

convayad the plantation to lorris morris, Danisl the son of

the 1-'. tter, died in 1756 and in 1759 lhis widow, Tacy norris,

sold 90 aeres o1 :.-1? ract to John Roberts. His son, Job

Roberts, inherited, J; i-? 1809 Job's son-in-law, gharles gathers

purchased the tract, but mo mill iz mentioned in the deed,

gertain waterri, ,.‘-.:.s ars mentioned in this conveyance. wpand

Bill race ane

Job Roberts

8 Liie o LaeYy
d
8T 8 *.#“1 ersek thro .1.;21 the h

2d ©

t2rs ot the wiscahieckon and
exeby gZranted land for the
1 4 her 1
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T
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purpose o{‘ driving such mill or mills as may here: 2 erected,
la thizrs! Or 3: i1l was well builg; equinpped; d managad;

and was one of the mpost notad of the many in this section, It

reamin=d in thie pather Tamily for several generations, bv=2ing owned

latexr by Job, and then Job R, Mathers,
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ist 17il1l iTo. 46: Rvans<iiortter- llumbower,

Lus t week we gave thzs story of the Farmer J[1l1ll (No. 32) at
sSkippacik and Bethlehem Pikes, concluding all of the thirtiy-two
mills in the Wissahickon Valley, from 1111l No, 1 at tie mouth of
the 1 anickon to this point,

A8 Tnere werse Tifiy "Li}.ls all told, in Colonial tines,
alang Wils bl ghwas of Ledus, RN, WA SRL L e Q'.L;,u uEEh Il
eg bavli shments &c i

“
JJ
" - - b/ o 3 -
3ve not been avle o o
£

ouplle the history of all
from now on w2 will £=211 the story of those mills
l;:]V-E been able to con IJ 'i',

1k
tiis Warmer ”ill the Wissahickon passes through
- Dublin and Whi b‘.,{_:in townships, into gwynedd
township, and here is locat21 1111l Yo, 46, which will now be
discussed.

The fulling and saw mills weres ogn swedesford road and Vissa-
hiekon Cresl jus worth of the Vhitpain=gwynedd townsliip line,
and about one mile south of Forth Wales,

gwynedd was an early "el‘*lx gettlament and in 1681 William '
Penn pat=anted 5000 acres hare to Robert Turner, The latter had
at one time over 10,000 acres in Pennsylvania, Tais included the
500 aers Sunac Park tract in Roxborougn; a guariep intere '-t in
wWilliam Rittenhouse'g first paper mill and land,; and als
william Penn's Govérnor's Grist i11l, at Upland, dn Ches
Creak,

In 1703 Turner sold 1034 acres of this traet to Thomas op
Evang (1651-1738) a Welsh guaker, A sarall Bvang, niege of "“lzoz'n.u,
married at the Gwynedd leeting in 1711, Jehin Hank, of Whi tenarsl
Their son, John Hank, Jr., removed Lo Fay=stte gounty, Kentucky,
where his daugiit2r married Thomas Iincoln, and here was born to
thaem, oorboocuxiyx Abraham Iineeln, twice Presidant of thie Uni ted
State,
lipmas Bvans and lis three bro thsrs were Dorn at lerioneilishize,
, and 'F.*'.L setbtled in Gwynedd Township bafore 1700,

2 GWyne« dd Jreeting was Tormad in 1699, and the addresses wene
made in bo th the Welsh and EBnglish l.m-.,\-;:.s

In 1713 Thomas Bvans sold fto his son, Bvén Evans, 226 acres
of his planta ':ia)‘r’l on the Wissahickon snd the widtpain line,

Bvam was a preaschsar in the gwynedd Meeting and it was he who
built the JLliﬂ,- mill and saw mill between 1713 and 1744, as in
that y=ar Bvan conveyad XX to his son, Abraham, 29 zecres includ-
ing a 2 perch wide, 98 perch long strip, for the purpose of
digging a race to lesd water to a saw and Tulling mill, Bvans
died in 1747, and the two mills pass2d %o ;\'aralmm

of the fifty ancient mill sites on the Wissahickon flie present
Mumbrowerts Grist 17ill is thes only sifte comtaining & 14111 still
continuing in the "JLLsi‘ g8 of grinding wh=at and forn for the
farmers of "w';nedi ;i

The mill-sites of t'.;-'-z ek

.

:.L

3 reeper-University Arboretun mill (No.
27) and the Dew=es.] St, Joseph's Collage nill (Y¥o. 26)
are today using water from the old mill races Lo turn turvine
wheels, but thtese are not Tor coummercial purposes,

In 1786 Abralam Bvans built a hi-roofed house near the mill,
which stood for 98 years and was d=smolished in 1844, shortly ﬁftar
1744 the mill bacams a grist mill, and before 1762 the 29 acres
and mills were ownad by Jesse Jones, who in that yesar sold the
proparty to 2. Neiman, In 1765 jfartin Tyson purchased. In 1768
he sold mille and 76 aeres to Peler Trocell, a German g llsr,
In 1771 Tol‘m Troxell own=d the mills, In l’?’?'? gamuel Wheeler,

a Philad=2lphnia cutler who is said to have forged swords here

curing t;;e Revolution, purchased and inprovzd tie propsriy.

r»
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In this year he added an iTro ol and i lJJ,a ;‘fs'y.‘.,l': the grist /l
gsaw mills, also adding %o his plantation, y that he then
ownad 224 acres, The grist and saw mills were ixed as '-‘ulhu I8
peter Troxell 1769; John Troxel 1 1774 muel Wheeslar 1783. In
1782 vhealasr dug ell through 235 f:,"b of solid rock adjoining tae
dwelling,

heel SUuppos that coal might be found upon tie land and
deads reserved the r:ght 5o mine coal if discovered, Tromell
continu opsrating the mills after selling to Wheeler, In 1798
Yhealar spld the mill nd 11 acres of land %o ¢hristian Weber,
who in 18068 re-sold the prop=2rity Ulo George Hortter (1l769- J.deJ)
ot 1 r Dublin. Hor tter paid $8866 for the grist nd saw mill,
inc lam, mill race, flood water gutes, e te. Hort a8
el g old at the time of the Battls of Germantown
: g t ] in germantown, The o tlier took the five

11 nlj four years of age; on the day of the
LER A ' L s Yis ickon, and returned home again
in tl 31 an soldier watched over them and compelled
b family to -DI"?H'-'A £ the Hessian soldiers,

'u r‘i a8
el

¢ marri=d gatharine
12

Hor tte

o owned 1dillss YNos. and 37,

Wise,
d the

Johin

Il

daugntar of
bro ther, Joimn,

ay Jfagarge 1ill from 1812 until 1838,

In 1&514 George Ingel purchased, who re-sold in 1823 to Join
Keef? e rebuilt the mill as it is today, the datsftone Trea ding
nT. &anda B, [ £, 3835,

The mill was sold at a si tg sale and in 1858 w ovnad by
Henry lfulbrower (oY lfumbowe aill sr from Bucks uun:*r He diad
in 1<3':3i5 and his son, Davigd, wng the grist z.-li_‘.'_ and five acres
of land.

The sylaced a stean engine on tne lower Tloor 10 Tur-
nish power e mill race was Tilled with ice and snow,

e sr wheel is about 80 years old, When it was mew
it possasaal 45 hors=s powar, but is notl now over 40, With
thig can be ground avoufi two tons of wheat or corn a day.

We have not vlqz.*:e-.i the mill in the past fifteen yuars, g0
what we have written here at this time, waz the condl tion of
the mill about 1919,
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ILL No. 47 PQULEE GRIST MILL, GWYNEDD ' 7

b ~hdd b

1700's and ¢
It wWas \l..iul =351
] n n=aar tlie presgs E
station of the Reading Railrepad, and about one half mile
chJO\f“ G m-el heelar's mill and forge (No. 46).
Bdward Poulke (1651--1741) came To Pennsyivania in 1688,
m'-:;zneq..i ",‘m-,e:'-s':xim was settlsd very early oy the Velshh (uakers,
In 1681 william penn grant=d a patent o BO00 acres hers to
Robart jpurner and ir- 168656, 2500 . acres to Joln Gee. In 1688 and
1699 the tract of 7500 acres was sold to Thomas op Evans (0f
"i‘ 1l No. 48) and Williaa op Jonan, Prom these two owners Jdw ard
re

y Tor nearly
2d along the

Foulke family
;t was locat

FToulke nurchased 400 ucrass and a rs-survey sbows that it contained
712 aeres i i 1702 Toulke paid for the surplus acreage 97 pounds
'4"59':‘11 ng :u 1 am Penn,

"Bdward ;ulLe , in 1702, wrote an interssting account &n
Telsh, of his emigration and of his lins of descent from a
Welsk chiettddn of the 12th century, Rhirid Tlaidd, Iprd of
Penllyn, in Merionethshire,"ew=il, I Jenkins, Gwynedd,

T we iru Foulke prpoably built the grist mill and Toulks dwelling
bzfoxre hi ath in 1741,

The 2 e il
road pass2d & the Mvan-Theasls
roultke

Bethlehem Piks is sald to have been an Indian iz
arrival of Penn. This was one kalf mile to the east

When william Dewess, in 1729, petitioned fhie cocu to confirm
thhe road that had bzen opsn2d for many years ovar the bridge
at the Wissahickon to his mills (Wos., 24, 25 and 26) he stauted that
the ®oad -‘:onnﬂr‘t*-‘ 1 t._':'; that of porih Wales, or Plymoulh Road,
his road also passed nsar the roulke nuill,

o
In 1839 the gourt was requaested to open another rapd through
'}"‘_ :

ast o thie mill. Swedesford
Wo. 46) and close to the

‘311l Defore the

gwynedd, which was granted within a few years, This road was
mor= than ten miles long and connsctaed garrett glemens mill on
t_ae skippack Creek, in Salford Township, with the mills of Sumuel
liorris, L-_;ter Wise 1141l Jo. 39, and 31ill No, 38, on sButler road,
at Ambler, The pstition ststad -‘;;1:—& m road passed through

1

galford, Towamenein, Gwynedd and Upp=r Dublin Townships, Tids,
we believe, was the rorris road, uuer whieh Washington'!'s Ay
passed , within a half mile of the Toulke }fill, on Q¢ tober

19 th 1777, when the Continentals removed their encampment fr
“kl_:we._(vill—" to "Dawesfisldv, Jmues norris' dwelling in Whi

tne early days of tiie se
to give beiter accass §
limekilns, and the cartage of rags to th
ni 11l products to the 'lil delphia nm«ﬂtw
Wiliiam Foulk=, a grandson of Iidward 'Ll.LJ{—?, owned the mill
at the time of his death in 1775m and his widow, Iannah, and son,
Jesse, then came into nosee=ssion,
In geptember of 1777 sally wistar, a bright and charmuing
guaker girl, sixtesn years of age, | 2ep a4 sort of
journal or diary, while visiting , at her dwelling
in Gwynedd Township, ghe often refers to tne nearby Foulke grisd
.'.l'l.
mgally Wistar's Journal,"by Albert

Cook nyers, vhiladelphis,

-
1902, Relates most of tus story that we give Dbelow;
After the defeat of the Aunerican Army at Brandywine, gsally left
germantown, and residei Tol gveral months at this
on the Wissauieckon, among the2 hills of Gwynedd,
mansion ¢ams :T-E,"-El"il mul wood,commandar of

her lhome in
8 31d.4,u plage

=
HTy the TFoulks

ID (4]




wood, of virginia; Major ggden, of //‘9

the yaryland roops; colon=d

Jew Jersey; three Tuture guvernors of their gtates, and rany
o ther important figures of the this cruecial period in the
Nation'g history, Generals, colornl 3, majors, captains,
resplendent in their red and buff and blue, and glittering
in saghes, swords and epaulets, pnss and repass bpefore the
unaccustomed and uu321id eyes of the Quaker maiden, and are
quaintly por traysd in her pages,

"In spite of her q‘u;-;;{er training she takes ro 1i
pride in her.dress and sppearance, We are fml¢J inform f ler
various costumes snd we thus gain a valuable picture of the dress
of 2 young girl of that day. When she hears that officers are
coming to the house she and her friends put their 'dress and lip
in order for conquests!', The next day she must wear Ler tchiniz
and look smarter than the night beforet, ghe is much mpriified
to have Captain Dandridge Fl‘u her wearing her greenish skirt
and dark short gown, Provoikingl she is skilled in 'needle wisdomn!,
Ohe pets 'a stocking on the needlas and intends to be mightily
industrioua's ghe is 'darning an apron', One day she rises at
half past four, in the morning and irons industriously till one
pl'clock, Here evenings are spent in reuding and chatting,

"That part of thie hiouse whnich was standing at the time of the
Revolution is built of stone, now coatad with plaster, and is two
stories high, It was p:oaa,lj erected by Hannah's husband, Willa-
iam Foulke (1708-1775) and occupies the site of an earlier
dwelling built by Bdward FoulkeJ«A short distance to the west
of the house, near the Wissahickon, wag th= ancient Foulke mill,
so frequently i eﬂilonad by 3ally, It finally fell into disuse
and was removed in 1896. When I visited (A, C. lMyers) the place
a few months eince (1902) all that remained to mark the site
were a great c"ﬂ"iﬂg in the ear th and two stone mill-burrs."

The following are guotations from SBally's Journai;

wgept, 26th 1778, Aoout seven o'eclock (eveni qu} we heard a great
noise, To the door we all went. A large nunver of waggons with
about three hundred of the Philadelphia Iilitia, They Degged
for drink and several pushed into the house, gne of those that

.}'!

. o
44

tle world ly
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entered was a omf tip and had a mind to e sauecy, I tiien
tiiought 14 time for me to retreat; so figure me mipghtily scared,
ag not having presence of mind enough to face so many of the
military, running in at one door and out anotumr, all in a

gshake of fear; but after a while,seeing the officers appear
gentlemanly and the soldiers civil, I callzd reason to my aid, My
fears were in some measure Ep&ll“u though my teeth rattled, and
my hands BhooOk like an asp2n l=af, ;ne; did not offsr to take
tlieir quarters with us; so, with many blessings, and as many
adieus, tlhiey marchad off,"

ngeptember 25th 1775, Qgwen Foulkes ¢t hiere in tiie evening
and tpld us that General Washington i cu;e down as far asg tile
Trappe, and t“.b G‘“erel IcDougle's D* gade was stationed at
n d

111e
ad
igs
NMon tgomery, f about 16 hundred men,"

"nap:-ﬁher Eﬁth; I was standing in the ki Schen about 12, when
somebody ca to me in a hurry, EcrfdJlHu'gullf' gally, here are
the light “ors {1 They rode up to thes door and halted, and
enguired if wes had hors=es bto sell; hz was answered nebutivoly
'Have not you, S8ir, twoc Ddbuck horses?! ' Yes, but have no ulﬂu to
dispose of theml' What mad= us imagine them British was that
wore blue and red, which with us is not common."

nget, 19th: Now for mew and unecorunon scenes, As I was lying
in bed, and ruainating on past and praesent events, Liddy came
running into the room and said ther: was the greatest drwauing,
fifing and rattling of waggons that ever she h=ar d. What to
make of this we were at s loss, We dressed and went down sisirs

in a hurry. Qur wonder c=sased, The Ihlt.la hud left Germantown




and our Army was marching to take possession, UE want abput half
a mile freom the “uute, where we could see the ary pass. Thee
wL L Z, auh va Lancqueiaty Loy sglve, @@ T waldd

TS ,,1;1. t ) 411| .{u;‘clL}.UU‘__:_ ters t‘;._;, ﬁrl-;_ ;}rU ]')Ei-:.:)l".’r
turned down the pwedegiord 1uud past }ill No. 46 and then east on
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Woet. 19th, Afternoon, Cousin Toulke and myself were
tting at Ehe 3 dark short gown, eta.
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0 gen i up to

quI;

of the neignoors, and epaid

ers dismoun®sd and wroite '8 [ea

or, whichh secured us x"o¢ obeJlHG gsoldiers.

1 lilg steed and rode away,"

come the glory, the Uajor,
Fede Croes




"June 2nd (year?) The first officer marchad up and down the
entryPrissa Foulke came in, What's the name of this man? What
dozs he say? Wi;;fy that he wil! kiss me when he has dinedl Singue //2,
lar, I obgerved, in so short ancacquaintance, His name is
Alexandsr S, Dandridge, His p=rson is more elegantly formed than
any I ever saw; tall and commanding, I cannot better describe hin
then by saying he is the handsomest man I ever bsheld, He asked
iT I knew Tacy Vandaren, 8ald he courted her, and that they were
to be married soon, QObservasd my sampler, which was in full wview.
Wished I would teach thsz Virginians some of my needle wisdom; they
were the lazieegt girle in the world, We sat down in a2 sort af a
summ2r house, He asked, 'Miss 8ally, are you a guakerp®' vryesi!?
"Ther you are az Toryl' 'I am not, indeedl' Then flying away fyom
that subject, '"Will you marry me, lises Sally?'! 'No, really; a
g=entleman after he has said h2shas not sufficient to maintain
himself, to ask me to marry him.! ' Wever mind what I say, I hpv‘t-
enough to make the pot boil, etel”

Tacy Vandarsen to whom Dandridge said he was engaged, wuas the
daughter of Joln Vandaren, who dwring the Revolution owned 1ills
Nos, @2 2, 3, and 4, near the mouth of the Wissaliickon Creek, Tacy
afterward married Thomas Smith, and Dandridge married Anne
Stephen, daughter of @General Adam 8t ephen,

Sally retigrned to Philadelphia after the gwaeuationcd® ceneral
Howe, &@and remained single throughout her life,

"Sally Westar's Journalvw, by A, C, Myers, is beautifully illuse
trated , the reproduction of the old Foulke }ill is especially
pleasing;aagreat fruif trse in bLlossom towers above the four
story structure, It also contains a portrait of lrs. George HEmlen,
Jr., tile hostess of densral Washington at the Whi tsmarsh heade
quarters,

Sally Wistar visited the Mmlens in February of 1778, and she
wrote in her Journal; "I think Sally Bmlen is one of the moet
beautiful women I ever saw, agreeavle, affable, sensible to the
true sense of the words." @gn Mareh lst, 1778, sally wrote; wAt
my old habisation at the mille, -

Ag stat=d Before the mill was demolished in 1886, The old
Foulke house, which still remains in a good stzte of preservation
was for ite time a large and imposing mansion, In 1802 ur, and
Mrs, J. Albvert Caldwell wer= the occupants of tiie FPoulke ltansion
at Pendlyn, Pa.
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Grist Mill No., 48 and Saw Will No. 49, ’ //5

our hiike this week to the mills of the wissahicikon takes
us 4@p near tiie source of th2 str2am in Upper cwynedd Township,
avove tiie town of north wales,

these mills wers in the so-called gwynedd welsh pract, where
Vwilliam pennts friend, Ro ert Turner, one ot the wealthiest and
best known of the early settlers, ownad over 1000 aeres of land.
In 1703 rurn=r sold his plantation to Thomas op EBvans, of Mill

No. 40, and William op John,
The two .-'.ill-:- w2 will deseribve are Grist udll mo. 48 and
the -.mol ning saw miil (No. 49) , both o biie wis=ahickon,
The gri 3% mill was built by George Howell betwsen 1737 and
1750, ,;ei'l,ja‘Li.".- Rosenberg was th2 n2xt owner of the mill and
X84 acres of land, 1In 1762 he sold the mill to Jacob geifiad,
who in 1775 pasezd it on Lo mernard mseaver, By 1783 Beavsr had
added %o his property 50 that he owned B9 acres, A very long
i1l race garrisd tile water teo the mill, dr. Mary P, H. Hough,
of Ambler, ag we .“t.tad before writing tlie history of the
Ambler juills, states that she is preparing a map on vhiech will
be locats= 1¢ exact sit=g ot the mills and the mill races that
supplied them with watar 1or power, "The course is easily de-
fined in spome places, but uncertainties arise because one racse
in some cases suﬁpli?d two or three mills, and in one case we
epl sced :_1e natural course of the stream, The map will
3 it was when t’..: iills were all in op=ration.”
Grist xill mo. 48 , in the course of years, pass=d through
. .

o

the han of the Sheriti of a01 ...,,o 12ry gounty., In 1822 it was
old %o peter garn=xr for .,'?l) subj=eet to the payment of the
dowar right of Susanna seaver, the widow of parnabas pmeaver, The
19 acr=s dermsptigned as containing a small grist milli. In 1827
garn=ry sold the mill a2nd 18 acres for %1500 to Henry ‘D‘*unﬂ‘*, and
in 1844 the - roparity was purchased by 8ilas Garner, andaat a

- -
sheriff's sale it was bought oy gamuel cross, In 1867 J. %.
Baker wag appountsd by the Court as guardian to the miner children
of samuel gross and statea that she mill wisg in a state of
Phlapidation and decay" and was given the right to sell the same,
and the widow, Blizabesth Gross, bougit to ths propzrty for
$2200. In 1849 she disposed of one=half of the mill Tto Bnos
Stilwagon, wiio also rented the mill, In 18582 %he mill was agsin
s0ld by tlie sheriiff to Henry PFreedley, In 1864 Jjolin Levering
Heist purchased the mill, payi""i;,.g $2440 for the same, In 1884 the
mill was in operation -nd iiood Tepalr,

gaw Mmill no. 49 was built upon 35 acres, part of = tract of

136 acres that David cwuaing sold in 1762 to abraham Danneniower.
The mill was not built , howevar, uniil after 1798, in which

gar Henry Dannenhower ,the son of Abraham, purchased the 35
acres., In 1831 Henry gammmo ar, 8r.,, 8o0old the =zaw mill and
tract to John 5. Danneniower, the d=2d also 1:1=":“10*11uu; log

wagons, hook bars, snd maciainery for the miil, A Toad l-md:mg foon
the North wales neeting louse to phril:delphia, passed tiarough the
land, ogn 1864 the saw mill was sold %o george i, Hollman for
$45000, 'fhe naxt owner was lenry s. Ro '.‘JbQ:g@l", who in 1866

r
gold to Jonathan Lukens, a lupber merchant,and large landpwner

in that section, 1he d=2d mentions sevaral privileges the buyer
ie ©o enfoy, such as runni -x,; his mili race ana Keeping tiae
channel ot the wissaliickon cleaned, ag it tlowsd tirough adjoining
property, Tis plant was afterward ewned by allen rhomas and was
cnlled "the West roint steam Saw Millvw. It was on the turnpike
northwest

of West point avenue,




Mille Nos, B0 and {1,

This week's Wissahickon Creek storg is Lonffined to two
saw mills, whichiWe have designated Jfils Nos. 50 and 51,

These plants were guite small and not far from the source
of the Wissahicjkon, Matthias Lukens' mill {No 50) was on the
Wissahfickon east of North Wales and south and west of the
present railroad in Gqynedd Township,

Before 1769 Lukens owned the saw mill and an B0 acres
plantation and was also taxed for the same as late as 1774,

Before 1783 Joseph Shoemaker, calling himself a sawyer,
owned the mill and 96 acres, Shoemaker died in 1823 and his son,
Jesse Shoemaker sold the place to Emanuel Stitle, a blackemith,
It is said that about this time John PpPennypacker sawed logs
here, The mill was demol:shed many y=2ars ago.

¥ill No. £1 was in lontgomary Township of lon tgomery County,
between Lans and Montgomery Square,

The ognly history of the mill that ean be descovered is
that Cadwalader Roberts owned a saw mill and 50 aere= plantation
as related in the tax lists of 1769, 1774 and 1783,

This article eompletes the histeriss of more than ftfty
mills that existed at various times in the Wissahickon Valley.
The series started in The Suburban Press in ite June 22nd 1833
issue, nearly a year ago, and had appeared continupusly in
eagh issue,

The writer exprssses his thanks to A, C., Chadwick, Jr.
for the encouragement and valu=d assistance he has rendered
the author in compviling the narrative,

Before closing we beg to mention several mills in the
valley that we have not been able to locate, In 1783 george
Bisbing owned in Whijpain mmx Township an oil mill, loecated on
a plantation of 200 acres, Bisbing died in 1808, but the mill
is not mentioned in the inventory of his estate,

In 1762 Mattias Tyson sold to Valentine ghearer, a waler
grist mill amd 50 acres in Whitpain Township. In 1769 and 1774
Shearer was taxed for the grist mill, He di=sd in 1808 but
further trace of the mill c¢annot be found,

In reference to the Scheetz mill No. 31) we would make
a correction., This mill was in Whi temarsh Tewnship, about a half
mile about Flourtwon, and west of the Bethlehem Pike,

Mosee Hall built a grist mill here ogn a plot of ground con=-
sisting of 79 acres. before 1771, In *that y=ar he sold the same
to Robert Waln, It remained in the family for many years and
in 1812 one of the heirs, Anne lMorgan, sold the mill and land
to General Henry Scheetz (son of lienry gScheetz 8r.) who owned
before his d=ath fills Nos 34 and 35, And Daniel Hiitner. The
game year Hitner sold his half interest to General Scheetz,

The mill ther passed through the owmership of Jgenathan
Wentz, John shafer, Isaac Y=2akle, Jacob Day, Joseph B, Condy,
William Ambler and in 1895 was owned by Chalkley Ambler,

The ruins and foundation of the mill still remain, showing
that at one time it was a large industrial flour and grist mill.

Tinis,
Aldl of-the! foregoing netes ware written from the original
handwri tten manuseript of jr, Magze, late in 1937, to prevent
the material whieh is conaider=4 valuable from being lost,

In the time that had elapsed betwzen the printing of the

1/¥




stories in The Suburban Press, and the comnilation of these
notes in this typewritten form, mmxxxmf gaveral of the nevws-
paper clippings had been lost or mislald,

On the following pages ar2 pasted the clippings which still
exiatad, ineluding the piectura2s whieh illustrated the articles.
The clippings are therefore, dupliczations of the nota2s herein
contained, but are add=d in order %to preserve the the picturaes
which were collscted with considsrable troudle,
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