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Gllcester and was one of the "Firat Council propri~tora of west ~ 
Jersey", i n 1687. 

On June 15th 1685 he purchased f::o.n Thoi!las Rudyard 5000 acr~e 
of l Rnd in pennsyi.c vania, and i n 1690 rer!loved to phil:~d~lphia, and in 
1 693 becru:a:. a :1ember of th~ Governor's Council. 

In 1691 Robert TUrn~r sold. to Robeson and saunders the remaining 
449} acr-3e of Sumnc park. 

Andrew Robeson Sr di ~d i "'l 1694, he, his m. fe, and son samuel 
wer~ all buri~d in the ~ienda' Burying Ground at 3rd and Arch str~ets, 
alth .ugh they were not Fri~nda. 

In lt·j96 samuel Robeson, executor for hie father, sold hie half 
inter ~e t in the 200 acres of westet'n SUL'lac parlt and the mills to hie 
cousin, AndreVI no·oe son 2nd. The 300 acres of the eastern section were 
sold to Joseph and Benjamin I~organ . In 1'703, sara saunders , widow, 
wished to s ell h~r half interest i n the 200 acres and r~ills to Andrew 
nobeson 2nd, but the court decided that the 8 HCr~a at the mouth of 
the Wi saahickon o uuld not be divided, ao she retained her half interest 
in the 8 acr3B, but sold anoth'9r 9 G acres to Andr-3\V Hobeson 2nd. At 
this dat .g a corn mill and saw mill were mentioned as "The Wiseahjckon 
l'illa". 

Of the 21 Colonial mills erected on the Wi ss·ibi ckon and i ts 
branches 1 .., Roxboro ugh and Germantovm To·.,nships , but one buildina 
remains today, 3Yld t hat is the fa: .1ous mill built on the abov~ mentiaed 
8 acres .J l and at the confluence .>f t he Schuyllcill riv~r and the 
Wiss ahickon creek. 

This mill was bUilt before 1733 and th~n called "the Wissahickon 
Grist and :3olting ;till", but before 1748 it becar.1~ known as "The 
Roxborough l!ill 11 • From 170 3 W'ltil 1743 , the 8 acr"?s were o•med jointly 
by the heirs of Andr "!W Rob~eon 2nd, ~nd Charles GaunJ.ers. The mill is 
fir st m~ntion"?d i ::1 tl~~ will of WilliaJ:t saunders in 1733 "a grist mill-­
two pair o 'f stones un ier one ro ff--nam~d the Wi ssahi ckon Ni lle, er ~c t>3d 
on 8 a cr '3e of l and". In 1748 the T:lill was rented to Thomas Til">:Jerry. 

In a deed of 1752 an int~resting of the Roxborough J!i ll, now 
Colduy Castle, the headuqrters of th~ Phil .delphia canoe club. It 
eaid ".A cer*ain wat'3r corn, or ttriat mill, (being two grist mills 
wi t:.h two pairs of stones under one roof) sometime a c alled Wi ssahickon 
}!.ills, no\7 Hoxboro mille. Which 8 acr'3s of land, vlith consent of 
fonner owne r, ','Ja '3 left for nece 1sary uee o 'f the said mills, ro.essuag~q 
stables, mil l ho u se , bolting mills, bui ldings and imppover.aente, 
thl'3reon erected, dar:t banks, ·water courses, mill race to said nulls, 
also half Hn a cre O fl west s ide o f da:n of tiai d uille , to take away 
enough sand and rock ·to repair sai i oill dam o: dams." 

At this t i r:te there w~re no ro :1ds 1 ~a ding into the hidden val ley 
of the \7i ssahickon; a gr ~a t mass of rock forraed a na ·urd l dam just 
above what i3 now Ridge avenue. A mill r ace, OJer 500 :r~et long 
c arri ~d the \Vater fl"om the d::u-.1 through tll.~ mill and enptied into the 
Wiesahickon near the schuylkil l river. 

The part of the mill that contained the wat-3r wheel is now a l a rge 
cellRr-like stone ro o:a under the first floor of tll~ canoe club. Even 
i n t_le l1st f~w y~ars the "7at:.!rs o f the Wissahickon have risen abov'3 
the top o-f" the wheel room. Fro!·1 the club huuae porch at lo w ·i·a t ~r , 
can b'9 s ee a stone in the middle of' the cr~ek t hat l:IZXlc:Hlt is m11rked 
with a circle. Tradition states !hat ~hi s stone was so marked by 
th => Indians to i ndi~ate t:hat Eishin g \1-'}S very good i n tllir- Vicin· t y . 

In 1755 Irohn vandaren uurch~F!~d the mill and 8 acres. 
A. c. Chadwick, Jr., editor of Th-e suburban press, and histo r ian 

of the Wissnh1Ckon valley Historical Soci~ty, says: "There is a legend 
connectd with this mill. A oeratina I)Oane, and his seven oro thers, 
the 6utlawe ~;ho terrorized the inhabi tanta of Phil;1delpllia and uont­
gom "!ry Counties by their de,ipredations, were si-~d to have used the old 
building ao a rendezvous." 

And verses , pePn~d by the same editor and historian, go on to say: 
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Sum,_.c Park, a 500 acre tract of lrmd w~s th~ ooutll~rn part of 
eleven division of land granted to the first settlers of aoxborough 
Township. 

Hobert Turner, a q,uaker, native of C&labridge, .England, later a 
"linen drHpern, of nea.tast, Ireland, I!Vae with William penn and othtre 
one of. the Proprietors of th~ Province of East Ue\V Jersey, in Februal"'J 
of 1681-82. · 

"William penn by ye :srace of God and King, proprietor of the pro­
vince of Pennsykvania, 20th day of the first month 1684" grant<3d to 
Robert 7urner, 500 acres of land callei "Sumac park" in penn's ~.ranor 
of springettsbury(now Roxborough) at a y~arly rental of i shilling for 

ach xwxwx 100 acres. 
A street in tlus section KmX is now naced sumac street, and the 

sumach tree gro't7S profusely on the hills above the Wissahickon. 
Robert Turner was also a part O\mer, in 1690, of l'Tilliar~ Ri tten­

housebs first paper mill in America. 
On June 19th 1686, Robert Turner leased for JOl years, 50-~ acreo 

along the \7i sa'1hi ckon to Joehut:~ Tit t~ry, ':i broad-alass maker, and 
Richard Townsend, a millwri6ht, late of London; the par.tpers agreeing 
to build mills and i.'!lprove the prop~rty. 

Richard TO''msend embarked for penna.{l vaniu in the "Welcorlle", wi :.h 
William penn, and stated that he brou,:~h.t wi tll hiu the material :f'or a 
grist mill, all r-:ady to <=.!reot, and also mill stones. 

The grist mill, saw mill and dwelling were erected before 1686 
and in 1689 they are mentioned in a d~ed of that year when the new 
owners sold a third interest in th~ mill aod land to Johl, Ty.saclc, a 
broad .. gl,-tas Llaker of London. 

The gri at mill, wi tll three pair of stone a under one roof was to 
the south of the Wi ssahi ckon Creek, about uhere ":Sarne tt' a Garden" 
of 1935 stand, and mark~d 11Flour Hill" on the accoapanying map,an<i 
the saw mi J l was on the north. tWher"! t:l."! g·~a station at the foot 
of Wi s sAh,.~ko"' Hi 11 is no•:1 lo11ated). In 1690 and 91 the several 
partners sol:l tll~ two n.ills and land to .A.ndr~w R.ob~son, sr.:_. of Wee t 
New Jersey and Charles saund"!rs, a millwriGht. 

Aa the Robeson fa,nily for over 150 years o•m ed the mills and the 
Robeson Hanaion(3arnett's Garden) on Ridg~ avenue, their biography ia 
of interest. 

Andrew Robeson Sr., with his wife, ·Elizabeth, and nephew, Andr~w, 
2nd, arrived in \Test New Jersey in 16?6. In this aaue y~ar William 
Penn conveyed to him one share of lihe Jroprietar:r rights in uest 
Jersey. Robeson is tn<=.!ntioned in t.lle de=d as "the lat'3 ~ Lonaon 
merch·mt, now of Clonmellin, Ireland". 

In 1699 the heirs of Andrew Rol>~son Sr teft lilost of estatl3 
to his t wo brothers, '!ll.oma and :Javid, in tlL Kingdo'l of scotland, eo t.t 
is probabl~ that the Robesons were originally of scotch ancest.ry. 

In 16?6, A.ndr ~w Ro beaon sr was surveyor Gen erf-.1 of '\feat J"ersey, 
and in 168? waa appointed one of three ourve,{ors tu lay out the line 
dividing East Jers2y fron \Vest Jersey. He aettl ~d in the county of 



·-
horseback froHl Phil"ldelphia through R;idg-; road to l~o....,tietown. They 
wer~ entertained Ht the Robeson Mansion, ~nd in his diary the Duke guve 
the first acoount 11~ have of th~ falls of t.h·~ Ui~BtCthickon, as it was ~ 
before 1826, when a great mass of rock was removed. where the Reading 
Railroad bridge now cro s ses the Creek. The diary r eads : ,_ •The \Tissa­
hit:kon flows b•tween hills whicll are high ard cover~J ·,nth uood. A fine 
waterfall of about 7 or 8 feet, and as broad as the bed of the rivulet 
suppies Robeson• a mills with more water than would be required for 
running 1oany no re mills. 

"T"ne banks of the rrvulet bear a wild and ronan tic appearanc~, 1Dd 
the brook meanders i n the nos t b•.nutf~ul rnanner through the wo ode and 
rocks, foran a grand yet gloomy prospect, which catohes and delights 
the eye , :md di spoaes the 1.1ind to penei ve reflection. 

"Roebson 'a estate con sis ':.a of 250 acr-:o; four oxen and two horses 
do the work of the f<-1rm. He is a skill~<i miller. 

"The water from the \7i ssahi ckon turns 25 other mille before it 
reach~e Robeson' a. The mill has three separate raills, tro for r.tanufact..lr­
ing and one for the pu'1-)lic . He grinds yearly 45 to 50 thousand bul3hele 
of corn which is procured from Yirginia, Ue\V York and aooe from 
Pennsylvania. 'the mill will hold l J ,OOO bush~ls of corn. Six horses 
are continually employed in C'1rr.ti ng meal to philad~lphia and bring-
ing bac~ corn in return. The ''at~r of the \liaaahiakon is never ~rozen 
nor do "' B t.ne mill ever oease working." 

The water that ran the n ill wa a oarri ~d by a r1i 11 rae~ that ran 
from the l-m that is aevertiil hundr~d f<;et aaove the one at Ridge road. 

In 1832 Fanny Kenble, tlte act::'e s e, \Tro:e of her horseba c . rides 
alo rg the Wi ssahtckon, and o.&" t.1~ gr~a t beauty of th~ r.1ill, dam, ·oride~ 
etc. "I sto >ped for a lo'r'lg tiJ'le Oj_.,,Jisite the W1!3saL.ickon creek. The 
s$one bridee with ita great arch, mingled \Tith tlle rough blocks of 
rock on which it rests , the sheet of foaming water falling like a 
cu tain of ~old ov~r the i'1l'l amo:'lg ~h~ dark eton::s belo\v, on \vhose 
bro·.:n sides the ruddy sunlight ani ~li tte.ri 1g wat-'!r fell lik~ 
epli ., ters of 1 · ght • ...,he bright :tich tufted oedars breaking in the 
wann glow, the picturesque mill, the smoo th open field, along 
who se sides the river waters, after receiving this child of the 
mountains i nto tJ.1e boaora, v.ound deep and bright and still, the \Vhole 
radiant \Vi t11 the so fest li,ih t I ever beheld, forned a 1:1ost enchr~ n-:irg 
and serene subject of eonte. ~lation." 

The bridge she d·~ecrit,es r,tuat have been the -qidge avenue bridge, 
9 a the railroad bridge was not COj'l;uenc ~ d until 1833, and the dam 
was not the artificial one W"3 see to ... ay. 

eter :'obeeon' s brother, Jonatlum, and h i e fath~r, Jonathan 
Ro•>eeor, , ware all memb~rs of the §ri-3nds 1 Heeting. Upon the dentll of 

onathan, hi a brother, peter purchas •d his half interest in uille 
and lands . 

In t .. e ~arly 1800'3 pet~'!' '1ob9son built and gav~ to his son, 
Andrew 4th, as ~wedding presen-r, .. :'-ilverton" a dou·o le dwelli ng with 
l arge central hall, su~·roun<ted wi tlt unusually fine trees. It waa 
afterw~rd .icnown as Hiverside J!ansion, a pub) ic ho!i!t~lry. 

Peter noveson marri:.!d ficet, •rar thrl Livezey, daughter of Thomas 
Livezey, of "Glen Fern", now th~ ho1'le of the valley o-r~eY~ canoe Club. 
His second marriage was with Elizabet 1neat h, also %ld af the Livezey 
t"arnily • F:li zabet11 wan an ·1 ole pre cher i :"l t.h'! Frtends' ueeting. 

peter Rob~so:n di~d on November 9th 1833, and \Villed hie znills 
and land to his sons, Andrew 4th and Jonath· n. 

Andre\? Robeson 4th se~tled i n New :aedfo:-d, l{ass ., &nd was a 
manufacture of co ~ to n goo 1a and ::on .,ect ~d .i th the whaling industry. 
Hie sist~r, catharine, marri <> d .Jr . John r-oore; a sist~r ~ 
Sar~h, mRrri~d Joseph Lee; and his Aunt trargaret 111arried caleb Lownes; 
and the daugh ter of the Lees married George !!inster. The Lees li Ted 
at "Hilverton" (~iverside nansi on) until 1845; and the l~ins tera 
dwell~d there until 1880 . Aft-:r t:1e death of peter Robesonl t.he 
r.ownee' lived in tile Robeson Eansion. (Barnettts Garden) 



Mills. 
Judge And~~~ .Rob~son 2nd, ~nd his "'life, !ittended th~ swedish Church. 

He d.i ~d in 1719 and was buri ~d in th~ churchyard of th swedish church 
of St. Gabriel's , n~ar Douglaasvlll~, Pa. 

In 1706 a primitive road was l~id out frota Rob~son's Uills to 
Phil ~delphia, following an old smx Indian trail. 

Andr.::lw Robe son, 2nd, wi ll~d his Sumac park land the the mill a of 
Roxbo rough 1li 11 :img and Bolting Company to his ~ldeat son, Andre'\v 3rd, 
who liv~d from 168G until 1'740. The latter marrit3d l!agdalen Rudman, 
t he daughter or Rev. A.mdr~w Rudman, th~ fir at mi,,i ster of swede• s 
Gloria Dei Church. 

The h~irs o'f An(rew ~ob~son 3rd, in 1752 solei th~ \7issalti.ckon Grist 
mill and saw mi 11 s, al3o the Rox'oo rour,h }{ills to Henry shellenberg. In 
1755 John vandaren bou,fnt th~ thr ~e mills and added consid:.raoly to th~ 
~s ta t~ by purch1sing adjoini~g prop~rties. 

:Befor~ 1772 Uichol-s Rittenhouse and h~ own~d jointly ~h~"New 
Uill•(b~low ne:nnit lane). In 1783 Rittenhouse sold hirJ ha.lf interest 
to Vandaren---37 acres. corn o~ ~Jrist mill, bolij,n,~ mills, mill dao ,etc. 
'!'his mill was on t~1e orig.;. nal Sum-~c park tract and sliood on the site of 
the lat ~r L:aple Springs Hotel, in 1'794 !!.i cha~n(?) Rittenhouse being the 
sole owner. 

An important enagment betw'!en th~ _;meri(:an and neasian troops took 
plac'2 at the Ri ige av~nue ~nd o f ~he Yli ssahic:kon, near th~ vandaren 
Uills, duri..,g th ., Battle of Gertaantown, on October 4th 1777. 

captain Ew3ld , of th'3 Hessian forc~s. gav~ tll~ following account 
of the engagenent:" The alarrn o'f ·-ashington• s approach having been 
given, .a battal 1on o-~" German Jagers was hurried to the bridge over the 
Wissahickon . T.b.e Jaser Corps W'iB attlcked by 4000 men with f our 6 
pounders ( General John 1\:rmst rong• s ace :;unt stat•: a the Americans 
only numbered 1500 men and two field pieces) EHald go~s on" so th'9 
corps was forded to l ~ave t.11e bridee, "but took poaitiO'Jl on the hill 
opposite, and defended t hi3 po3t wi til its rifles a~ainst the repeated 
attempts of the eneP.ley to force it. 'the eneoy•s JlXJDllD[ four cannon 
ph.tye:i constantly on tile Jager3, whi le our 3 pounders could not re~ch 
the ener:1y. u:e ·-tntirne fi riP5 ~- becaiJ ~ gen "?ral and very strong on 
the righ1t wing, until about nine o-1 clock (a . r:1 . ) when Lieut,ienant 
General Knyphausen sent us word that the enemyt a left wing had been 
beaten. Hereupon Li eut P.nant Colonel Von Wurmb at tuck ~d th'9 uli bridge 
again and dr,JV e the ene1 1y "both f:L"ou there and from the opposite 
he1c$hts, un :ier a heavy fir~. As th~ at tack had 'been rtJ.·tde tbrough a 
long defile the enemy h9d tim-e to .~. .. etire.n (H

0 
te poeition of Hessian 

redoubts in survey of 1850) Tlle mills W.::lr~ consider~ l of gr..ea t 
value by the British ar111y, and tha~ th 'ir right wing was arou11d Lukens 
Mill on th -= Wngohocking, "nd th'!ir l~ft on the hills above vandarens 
mill, is a coincidence, for both had b-ee n built by Ri~hard Townsend 
about 1686. 

Before 1786 John Vandaren was the sol'3 owner of four nills in 
Sumac Park; the n.ox·uorough J!ill, the g rist and saw rn.illa on Ridge 
road; and the "New n mill "below nerrai t lane. In this year he placed 
a mortgage of 2500 pounds stgrli11g on the mill'"' and 2t)0 to 300 acres 
of land with Peter care, the omer of the L~onaatery Uill, at Kitcllen•s 
lane. 

On June 6th 1798 the nillo anJ lamia again CaJ!le in~o the :pooseoaion 
of the Rob~eon facily. 

At a sheriff's sale peter and Jollnathan Robeson purchased the 
fourteen adjoi'1ing pi~ces of prouerty, in all 263 acr~s, for 5900 
pounds sterling, suject to peter c•re•s mortggge reduc~d to 2000 
pounds . The la nd included the we3tern/ p~rt of Sumac park. Falls of 
SchuyJ.kill in northern Libertieo, and 20 acr<:!e acrona the SchJ.ylkill 
in Lower Me.cion Township, of what is now ~.1ontgorn ry County. 

pet ~r and Jonathan Robeson wer~ the gr~at gr~ndsons of Andre\t 
Robeson 2nd. In 1795 the Duke de la Rochefoucalt.Li~ncourt, a French­
man, and cal?b Downes, a b · o~er-in-law of peter Robeson, set out on 



I 

"COLOJIY CA'3'rllJ" 

•Revelers gather within the walls 
Of a atr<J.cture old in y~ars, 

Which once vibrated with toilsome sounds, 
~nd the c:unch of m~.shing g-'!'ars; 

For the wat~rs t..:1at p~ss 1 t~ ciged door 
were harn~ssed to drive the wheels 

For a miller, who ground th~ garnered grain, 
or a \"'ri ght with his t~nsiled st~els. 

"An anci ~nt heap of stones, • tis true, 
Bu!.t romantic tales are told 

Of events, ~nacted within its rooms 
:By men who \ver~ bJr'J'V'e and bold, 

It serv~d , one tiDe,•a~a hiding place 
For a or~w of thieve, who planned 

To make the wealthy n ·~ighbors f9ar 
The Donne Boys outlaw band. 

"And sometime later, the fishennen 
Of the State in Schuylkill Club, 

As s embled under ita fabled roof 
And made the pil~ their hu~. 

And epicures, • round the f~sti ve board, 
were \7ont to eat their fi 11 

Of fish, and fowl and viands r~re, 
In the old and vine-clad mill. 

•TL.uug!l many years have run their course 
It stands as though 'twas new, 

In use by ·t'a ter-lovin~ youths 
Who ply the light eanoe, 

·where Wissahic<on•~ ~p~ing-fed stream 
Joins wi tll the Schuylki 11 1 a flow, 

Old Colony castle conquers Time 
"ihi le mo-rtals come and go." 

Ur. Chadwick states that this mill was tl1.e first. nut nail f ac t.ory 
in America, and also later the rolling nill of .Amos Jones. I n the 
survey of 1850 it i s o ~ll~d a IDgwood :iill. 

In 1869 the mill and 8 acr~s were purchased by the city and are 
now a part of Fair1nount park. From 1877 to 1887 th<:! fal"llUS "State in 
Schuylkill" found~ d in 1732, occupi ~d the building befo r e moving to 
ita pr=sent qu~rters at Andalusia, on th~ Delaware River. 

Now l~t us return to the Robeson Grist and saw cilla on Ridge 
avenue. 

Andrew Robeson 2nd (1654-1719) married in 1685 1.1ary spencer. She :bs 
buried in Glar!l'ia Dei (Old swedes) churchyard, Phil -~delphia. ner hus­
band had been Judge o7 Glouceat~r County, ,~est Jersey, in 1692, and 
Chief Justic~ of pennsyJ. vania from 1693 ~o 1699. After 1?02 he liTed 
near the mills at SumHc park, -where h-e brou~t up his el~v~n children. 

He was a large l.~ndowner, purchasing 1aore than 100 aor~s at the 
Falls of Schuylkill. Later on, this land liUIJl b~oame the estat~ of nr. 
William. smith, th~ first provost of the Univer~:d ty of pennsylvania; 
on which \"/aS also the Fort st .. David's :?ishi ng club; PO\Vers lc weiz!ltnan•e 
great ch'9lrlicAl manufacturing pl:~nt, and the world-fam~d Joh n nnd Jc.tmea 
Dobson t ~xtile mills. 

In 1714 .&mbri Robe son 2nd purdh.qs~d 1500 acres or iron or~ land 
near Reading, i .., :serks county. His daughter, ,.{agdalena, IJlarried Thouaa 
ertq= Potts, t:ind Andrew and hie son-in-law h•.dped to promo~e th~ 
newly-develop~d i"'o ..., indu.try i n thAt r~gion . }iis son, An drew 3rd, re­
main-:!d i !l 3.oxborollt"th , and conti71U~=Jd the buain.gss of the 't'lissahickon 
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and secured to them oy screw-bolts. This work has rendered the 1 
briw_.e abundantly strong and a good coat of whitewash has irarpoved 
i te appearance. 

"On the afternoon of August 12th 1862 the bridge over the 
Wiasahickon Creek was entirely destroyed by fire. The bridge took 
fire from the mill adjacent, known as Robeson's Uill • .A1l arramgement 
was immediately mad-=> with Jlr. stone for the erection of a trestle 
work as a temporary bridge. The wh~le work was satisfactorily 
completed in 13 days; and in 19 days the trains were passing over 
the bridge. Proposals having been invited for the construction of an 
iron bridge. The bids were few and exceedingly high (Civil war 
times) Q>Wing to the increased price of iron and the present diffioulcy 
of procuring it---and instead pass~d a resolution authorising the 
erection of a substantial wooden one." 

The present Phila delphia and Reading Aailroad bridge was commenced 
in 1872, and proceeded therewith jo build a double track stone 
railroad bridge over the V/iesahickon valley. 

The bridge was completed in 1875, in tir.a.e for the opening of the 
Centennial Exposition the following year. 

In 1987 extensive repairs and ren~wale were made to the 
bride:; e, including a concrete safety wall on each side of the roadbed, 
ana in 1932 the electrification of the line, including catenary 
support on the ~.,.&X bridge, were completed. 

locally this bridge is called •nte Highbrt'(lge" and in his 
manuscr1pt nsongs of the Wissahickon''• A. Cf Chadwick, dedicated 
theseverses to the structure: 

'~en engineers and artists met 
To raise a bridge of stre~8tn and grace 

on \Vhich iron horses: slaves of man; 
Uight to their destinations race, 

They chose to Show their finest skill 
Above the \Vi ssahi ckon • s spume. 

For there a ~ant causeway stands 
Though its erector's in his to1;b. 

Five arches, each of vaulting length 
Leap o'er the little river's vale, 

To for~a roadway, huge and str.ng, 
sustaining on its floor. the rail 

Which lo como ti ve s ape ed upon; 
.And baauty, too, is in eaah span 
\nllch causes pasaers-by to praise 
The genius of the human clan." 

In "The Wissahickon Velley" by F. :3. :Brandt, he describes the 
bridge as "A scene crowned by a magnificient span of arches worthy of 
a Roman causeway • 
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This partnership of William. Ri ttenbouae, a practiaal paper-naker, ~ 
and William Bradford, the first printer, insured the infant industry 
of success. 

It was agreed that .Bradford should each y~ar receive a certain 
quantity of t1ri ting, printing and blue paper for his exclusive use. In 
169? he was to have all the printing paper made for a period of ten 
years at ten shillings per ream. 

A quaint doggerel, by John Holmes in 1693, mentions the mill: 

•T.he paper · mdl1 L ~S here hard by 
And makes good paper frequ~ tly, 
nncl r-riends when thy old shift is rent 
Let it to the paper mi 11 be eent." 

Also Richard Frame, printed by Willirua Bradford, in 1692, said: 

"Where 1i~es High-Ger.man people and LOW nutoh, 
Whose trade in weaving linen-cloth ie much 
From linen rags, good paper 4ath derive, 
The first trade keeps the second trade alive. 

"lfi thout the first, the second cannot be, 
'l'herefo re, "li ncP- they two can eo well agree, 
Also when OJl our backs it is well worn 
Some of tbe same reDDdn ragged and torn. 

"Uhen of those rags our paper it is made, 
Which in process of time doth waste and fade 
So what comes froi!l the Eartt.~., appeareth plain 
The same in Time returns to Earth again." 

About 1?00 the paper mill was washed away by a grea t «reshet. This 
was during the second visit of William Penn to philS:Sel:phia. A certificate 
in his handwriting states that William Ri~tenbouse and Claus, his son, 
part-owners of a paper mi 11, llae sustained a very heavy loss by a 
violent xxaxm and sudden flood, which carried away the said mill, with 
considerable quantity of paper, material and tools, whereby they 
were ~educed to great distress, and therefore it is recommended to sudl 
perso ' a as should be disposed to lend and to giv·~ the sufferers relief 
and encouragement in U1eir n~edful and commendable a4ployment as they 
were desirous to set up the paper mill again. 

William penn generously headed th~ list of subscribers with a 
contribution of 25 pounds. 

It is interesting to know that h1st month, August 24th 1933, another 
great al"d violent storm visited paper I.till RUn and washed away the 
bridge and concrete walls of the run, between the Rittenhouse mXix 
awelling and where M'll No. ? once stood. 

The paper mill ~s rebuilt in about the sam~ location. AD indenture 
of 1705-06 stat~s the other three partners sold out their intereBte in 
the pa1)er millK!'Qtx: and 20 acres to William Rittenhouse sr. 

William R1 ttenhouse sr was a prec-~ cher in the l.!ennoni·te Church and 
in 1?01 was ordained the first Bishop of that faith in the Colonies. 

Ri ttenhiuee, during his life, eold a tbree-Juarter interest in 
the mill to his son, Nicholas, and upon hi's death in 1?08(he died 
intestate) his son became the ole owner. 

David Rittenhouse (the astronomer)wrote that •for the manufacturing 
of paper in the mill they carried rags ill bags on the bc•cks of horses 
from school House lane, (earlier called Robeson's Mill road} and returned 
the paper in hampers in the same manner. The rage were brought from 
Philadelphia in carte and the pap~r returned to the city." 

The exact location of the first p-aper mill of 1690, and the one 
tjat replaced it about 1?02 at the eaae plctce, is determined frou the 



--

old deeds and surveys. It was bui!t 330 feet above the present 
Rittenhouse d\Velling along Lincoln Drive, o n th~ o pposite side of 
Paper l!i.ll Run, on a tract of land mark ed 9~ acres on a survey 
of William Rittenhouse 2nd (the oldest son of Uicholns Ri ttenhause 
Sr) made in 1772. This lot was southwest fror;L the Gemanto\m Townshil) 
line, including Paper lii 11 Run, and the mouth of the little a tr ~am 
that runs from the south side adx into Paper l!ill Run. The first 
paper mill was just below this juncture, about 115 feet. Above the 
fir s t paper mill, west of the 9t acre lot, was an at acre plot 
,arked "Jacob Rottenbouaen (1722-1811) Here was his paper mill uo. 7 
built before 1760. "ib the south o f this, wa s a 14 and 174 acre tract 
marked "Nichola s Rittenhouse "2nd" (1719-1787) upon which was erected 
in 1707 t h e R1 t tenhouee dwelliDg. There was never a pap*'r mill on 
tbi s 14 and l/4 acre lot; many writers claiming tlln t the stable or 
smoke-house near the Rittenhbu ?e dwelling as the f irst paper, but this 
is rot coreect. 

Nicholas Rittenhouse sr. {1666-1734) increased the production of 
and the the quality of the paper manufactured, and ':.:loth the ".A):aerioan 
Weekley Me r cury", of Philadelphia, 1719; and t h e "Uew York Gazette" 
Uli 1725, '\'~ ere printed upon paper showing the watermark of Nicholas 
Rittenhouse. We reproduee a tracing from the "Uercury"--one one sheet 
of which was the clover leaf an d on the other "K.R."(Klaae Rittenhous~). 
The other v;atermark is from weeks' "History of paper11laking". 

In the possession of the writer is a piece of paper mark~d "H. R." 
(Henry Rittenhouse) who di ed in 1768. He must h ave had an interest in 
~ill Nos. 7 axa or 8 before he built th~ Red covered bridge(ShUl·s 

Iane) grist mill(No. 9) in 1751. 
Nichola s Ri ttenhouae sr. died in 17 34, willing the 20 acres and 

o 1 d. paper mill to his eldest eon, William ti ttenho use aa. 2nd. 
William Rittenhouse 2nd (1691-1744) owned at ~fferent Urnes over 

220 acres of the Viokris an d Jannet tracts. 
In all deeds of transfer he calle himsel f a papermaker, as do e s 

hie son Jacob; the other three sons, H•nr.t , Nicholas 2nd and~ 
Abraham were also named pap ermakers until they built t heir grist mill~ 

13enj amin Franklin, diplomat, inventor, ambassador and holder of 
many grea t honors a nd degr ees, i n his wills c a lls Himself euapl y 
"Printer" • so these ~arly Ri ttenhouses in deeds a nd wills were proud 
to state they were "papermakersn. 

liefore 1760 there were two p aper mills on Paper 1!:111 Run; the old 
Uill No. 8 and the paper paper mill no 7. We suupose the old mill 
became out of date, BJ"'d the new more modern mill no 7, was built. 

After the deaths , of Nicholas Rittenh~use Sr in 1734, the paper 
mill or mille, were continued by his eon, Willi~ Rittenhouse 2nd, and 
grandsons, Jacob, !acholas, nenry and Abraham. Jacob was the only one 
wbo remained a papennaker; the watermarl used being the clover leaf 
and "J.R." He was a member o f the tiinute Hen of 1776; a generous 
~contributor to the L:ennonite Church, an d. a prominent citizen. 

on November 21st 1760 Williai.1 Rittenhouse 2nd sold to his sons, 
Jacob and Abraham, 18 acres of land {old pap er mill lot of 91- acres and 
mill no 7 tra ct of at acres) 

The old yearly interest on ground rent was 5 shillings and one 
peppercorn and wa s to be paid to the heirs of sar.a.uel carpenter, now, 
for itx 920 years. 

The deed mentions the old pap er mill an d in several other place 
••mille". They were also to have water rights of the two small etr ·'amss 
run Ping into the 9t acre lot a nd t h e pri'Yilege of cl<eaning out and keepilna 
up the hei ght of the wa ter as it always h 3d been, and when there \va s 
more than enough water to run the mills tim~ the owners below were 
to have euffi ci ent water to flood the meado\'te. The 18 acres were a 
p art of the original 20 acres. 

In 1769 Jacob Rittenhouse was assessed for a paper mill and 30 
acres; Abraham for a paper mill and 30 acres; tn 1783 Jaco·o ~ for a 



paper mille and 31 acres. In 1785 Jacob and Abraham Ri ttenhuuse sold 
the 9} acres and old paper mill to William R1 tt enhouee 3rd, but tha 
&eed specified that Jacob was to reaain the old paper mill with land 
upon which was built, also privileges to pass and repass, right of 
mill dam, mill raoe, also rights of two small etr~ane running tnto 
Paper Mill Run. 

A deed of 1815 e't8tee that the dam for JC;tX% the mill was to the 
northwest of where the two small streams ran into Paper 1.!1 11 Run. 

The illustration of "rem of the Rittenh.i'use paper Utix Hill 
Run, 11ear Rittenhouse etre ':'. , in Roxnorough Township" was pib.liehed i<n 
Lockwood' e Trade Journal. 

}.tills Nos. 7 and 8, and also Henry Dewees• plant were the only 
paper mills in Roxboro ugh or Gennan town townships durin,~ the Revol­
ution, wbere there was such a great shortage of paper. 

In July 1776 the papermakers of Pbilr;delphia county wroc.te tlle 
Committee of Safety: " That if all the paper makers, masters, appren­
tices and journeymen within th• ages aforesaid {16 to 50 years) should 
now leav~ the trade and follo w the camp, then all the paper miile 
in Phil3delphia county, making the major.tty of the paper mille of 
this continent must imr1ediately be shut up a11d o"'f course in a few 
weeks the printing offices even cartridg~ paper would soon fail." 

on August 9th 1776 the Continental Congress enacted the 
following: The Honorable con.~ees having resolved that the pnper 
makers i n Pennsyavania de detain~d from proceedin~ with the Aeso~iators 
to new Jersey, all offices of this state are required to pay strict 
regard to same. n 

The American Philosph,cal society offer~d a prize of 25 JX»•• 
pounds sterling to the person who collected th• greatest quanit,ty of 
linen rags for the paper mills, in order to excite them to greater 
diligence. 

Jacob Rittenhouse died in 1811, withoutniaaue, and E~ch and 
Samuel Rittenhouse, sons of Jacob's brJher, Abraham, inherited the 
mill. Enoch Rittenhouse died in 1855 and th:!mill, or at l19aat the mill 
ei te, pass ed into the hands of peter Rittenhouse, his cousin. After 
1880 the t w-en ty acres were purchasl'!d by the Fainnow'lt park Commission. 
we wonder if they etil... pay the hei re of Sai!luel carpenter the yearly 
rental of 5 shillings and one peppercftn on t.t1e old ground rent 
for another 747 years? 

Two other descen4ants of the first paper maker, J~artin and W.H. 
Nixon, through their grandfather, uartin B1 ttenhi use, were until 
oamparatively recently, thl:! O\"lners of the largest paper roille in 
ua nayunk. 

!he "Hi a tory of Japer llaking in the United States", by L. H. 
Vleeks, gives and in ';eresting ac0ount o'f tl1e paper iJiduetry in the 
first paper mill, and as it was in t h e United states in 1916. 

"Altogether there is an amazing cornparison between the solitary 
Rittenhouse l!ill in 1690 worth a few hundred dollars, employing three 
men, pr•a.ucing annuaJ.lY perhaps 1500 reruns of paper, and supplying 
only the needs of a small colll.'":lUnity , and, at the othe r end of the line 
tb e great business of the 20th century. The 700 establishments of 1916 
with paper and pulp mills, represented an investment in capital of 
more than $ 550,000,000; employing 100,000 persons; a daily capac i ty of 
about 20,000 tons of paper, and armually produced to the value of 
nearly $350,000,000." 

The Rittenhouse dwelling, on Lincdln Drive, built by W. C. R. 
{William and Claus Rittenh ouse) in 1707 is still standing, and it was 
there that DiTid Ri ttenhonse was bo~n in April of 1?32. 

,, 

Wi lliara Ri t tenhou e sr. and l'l'i ohol ~s R1 ttenhousa sr., lived end 
died therea. the latter in 1?34. Willial.a. Rittenhouse will~d hie entire 
estate to hie eldest son, William 2nd. (l69l-1774) 

In 1746 he sold the dwel ling and 14 and l/4 acres to hie son N1~~lae 



2nd and in i802 his eon Martin purchased the sAme, but in these 
d.eeda there is no oention of a mill on thi.i.Bl lot. 

After 1880 the Fairmount Park Comr.deeioJ, purchased this land. 
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'i'H.."S P.I T ill: 'H ~ USl•: ; .ILLS • 
(Con~inugd fro~ ~epte er 

?-r.h 1933.) 

I~ 

In l?b9 Phil delphia c..,un~y included t e :pr~cen~ coun~ies of 
Cl eter, D~l· '\,are :nd :.:ontgo.nery . 

A tux list of th .. :. year records 31? mills po\7er~u ·oy \,ater upon 
t.i .o tr a e. ptying into :0:1e Schuylki 1 and Delai.are rivers i the 
ol.a Co u ty of Phi 1 delp.n .w . 

They \er~ paper , sm< , g::ist , flour , oil , fulling , and poude~· nilla . 
of th se 1G9 \le.e 1·1 C}l.:.s:.er \,nich t11e 1 inclu ed Dela\.are county ; 9ti in 

onto. ry; nd 52 i)'l t4e prasrmt caaun .. y o'*' Philadelphia . 
As \le have already given tLe story of t.L fi:~s t. pup,or- cill(Ho. 8) 

v1e \7ill no' continue ,~i c: tne ot:ur four R.:. tte hou e rills . 
• i., 1 No . 5 \ · a t:~e !-ichol e Hit ten .. a us~ ( gri ~~ :mil1( 2md) • built in 

17 ';1:6 . It ' a on t!1e eo t :::Ji d~ of the \:i a ahi r: or. cro:oek on a long stl'ip 
of land bout t1 JO f~e , a oo vo 1 enry av~nue und Hermit lm1e . 

On the o ... pof1it~ eide C:t grJat m eo of roc"cs md tr~es asc~~Hied for 
•l ol'"' th tn 200 :feet , and i:Dear the SU!:'Ii.1i t overlo o~~ing tu~ r~vi ne \,u :..~ 
tne r ut pro:.1onto-r,y- k11ov:n 1:1s 11 I.ov"'rs ' Leup 11 , of Indian sup~:-.·'3 ti cion llnd 
Colo l' l tradition . 

J3""YO d Lower' Lenp ·~a13 t ~ Hel·rn.i.t's Glen ,:.ere"-~ r'l.ystit::s and 
me ers ot' Joh nn~s Kelpiue ' fol.lo .. ers d1 elt 111 t .. e .. ui-et of the virgin 
forest prior to 1?00 . 

On ,Tune i.tt 1?46 · illiam Ri'tt~n.a uee 2nd, .... 1e ;randson of :;..1e J'tl st 
paper1 .. .Ker, sol Co hi con :Ticholas 2nd, p pe::-m .cer , who :L;.· d ~~ rr:~.ed 
E tharine Nice , ~lli\- acres 01 land beginnin1.5 't tb.e SUL' c. park line and 
exte din u tae \.is lnc:(ol'J to inclua.e tile . ouc:1 of Paper Mill Hun , or 
•. onosho-ne Creek . In th~ ;:arne y::;ar !"ic.nol· o R1 ttenhJ ae 2nd Gold a lr l:f 
1 tertJGt in 32 acres of :.:tio larJd to L . o. Hogermeed , sr ., a wheel1'1ti ght 
wno built t1 grist mill , and i n 1?6? .'le sold t.he r!Jill ~o his son , 

· rtl.n , for 2000 pounds . In a uurvey of 1?'12 ~- e ru.ill i drawn i n us n 
3 story builai g wit."l a m·~nsard roof . It' as the largeut of t:1e five 
.it tenn u e mil.Ls ~ t thnt 't.ir.e . 1aQ.1vl· s P.i tten .. ouse il- -1oacl rm1 1'l'OlJ 

n r t "'Rittenh; se d.ellin~ , vr p per Hill Run, do1.n t_.~.~ creek nearly 
to tl- SU!l C p· l".1C line. About 160 f~et btJlO\ t.oia line WUS l:.ill 1TQ . tl 
bu1.1.t by"' icho.L s Ri tt~n. use and John v na.ar~n in 1??2 , . .,....._ ct lled '''the 
Ne\; ~ill" , but t.1.~ road di<:! Qj)o :-. ~xtend to this mill . In 1 '77 11 ... :ur·tin 
Bi ttenhouse \ s t~.x-ad 'f ,r a g:-i at mi u Ylll 18 ur.:res o-r 1 c.. . It z:lAy; be 
t t 1 e r en t~.:i. i 11 no . 7 c n-t ·oelo ng d to his Uncle J~co b Ri t tenho ua e , 

t oill "las on an 18 act'~ tr-act . In 1'19'7 1 artin Hi'ttenhJuse eold 
mi.il to hi bro t.~~r , l.ichcl a , 3rd. 

In 1865 ric1ol s Rit~e :1 us~ rd and ot r .lei:ro sold 1ill Bo . 5 :.hut 
h b er , 1 tered i to a 3 story woolen i' c to1·y 'i .::.h mansion n d ei ;ht 
ten nt lOUses nd 9 c:- ~8 f 1 nd t s rall Gr m.o ad . I n 18'13 slle sold 
t _ mills and 1 nJ.s , \'hich int:: ud.:.d a burned f cto:.y , to :.:~e li' irnount 
p rk Co i se~o for ' 42 , 500:,6. on June 20th 19?2 1~ r-:~m ood ~i llG 
v·ere co cum c... by fire ent. :.li 111.1 a lo"s of 020 , 000 . 

No . 6 \,as buil..r.; ·oy \lillia {i tte ..ou e 2nd bofore 1??~ . I n 
he old tue grist ~ill and 10 ceres o. lu>d on p~p~r _ill 

un so 1s Jc. co a u A. r : m Ri ttenu use . It wa b~lo\v t!~e Ri t :;en-
u e w<') li nd a out 3b0 feet <i ove t~ _ I-out1 of Ppper ·ill Run . 

I l" 1 ?85 t .t.e brOt' ... e:..~s sold t ~ d 11 t.o i lli · m Ri t te h~use . i ~h 
if"' n P , rnd i 1?8:i t:he eo~d to not ex \il~iu •• Ritt~ llOUSe \oi~-· 

'li.i fe f !' ,ax-e't . 
In 18Jl C~tt:.'"l~v7 !cConnell, G pnp"'r ~cr , bouj.Lt tLe .r.ill C;lnd 

m de i<; a pl nt for makilt p.per . TJ,l.~ :· al O\mer \ms Plnlip H. :·ic}kel, 
a o o_<:sell r . •r.do was in :J-813 . 

on Jul., !~nd 1853 J· .n~s wrd Jl' ., boill.gh t -ul!e l o ao:ces unti mi ll . In 
1864 he sold t. .. le fl cto::-y ~.,d ou .. bttll:t1ng .o Holmes ~ AT!lnlido\.n, or 
l>JCJ: ... uo\ n , of Jew Yo .J:.: Ci .. y , ""ol' ,p?5 , 000 . 'llJ: e next year it pass~u '=-\1 

• H. AI 1ido\ln , or u-un.erdo'\7n,· i :;~! 11 t.1<') t, c .. orieo , ouildi :ngs Hl1d 



tenemellts . rn 18'7:2 the 
d lsnd for ~115 ,000 . 

air. o nt Park Cola: i osio n pu·.·ch· f~d tL.e mi ll 

, ill -~o ? wee a :pup~r millor1 the at · cres ju· t hC!'o s the p· p_r 
il.l Run f o t.:Je Rit.te _J.OU e d'l: .llin._. . 

It \ a CC'.)ld by 'i 11ia.:l ~J. ~ o;~n!. use .._ u. , :o b.i ... oon: Jacob and 
.Abr ham on ~'o ve:n er 21a t 1'160. 

I 177 2 Jn cob ; s t e r .. 1 ovmer . J:e .lived '-O be neuly 90 ~rears 
o t age a '!'1d diPd i.., 1811 \without i sue . ~{e wi 1.L d ~he : . .1 11 to I~no ell and 
~umuel , ~be o:"'ls o'!' his b1•o.:r;her Abrahmn Hit.ten. ~uae . I~ is suid ~hat Jli"'.e 
mi.Ll \,ao rented tone time oy Jacob la.!'kle , papr:!r .. leer , \\ho hod 
m rrie the ,,ide\ of IGaac Ri ttenh)use , a bro:t-'.ler of J< cob' e . 

In 1855 Enoch \:ill· tL.:o 1tJill tihen a woolP.rl f· ctory(rented to 
Al.:ox~nder cKell and Bros) to :oeter , u son of ...1i:J cous:.n Pe e·"' P.it-cen­
houee . 

Al1 oi 1 p3 in til· g s ous th _ mi 11 a 2 a ~~ ry otructure \,i th rm nourd 
root" <a it ·, 3 before b~in ... de. olt!iih~d by t~e Park C:.L.~rai~~on , · fter 
t ey p r~h sed i, in 1891. 

-~ill !'o . 9 i tL .• Je ry Ri'ttenllrou9e (so11 o' illia1n. 8nd) ric~ mill 
t "'·is .nickon near t e old P.i ttenhouse l·me( uro 1· n.;( red covered 

bri g~ , nince repl cod 'y the r~s~nt Blue stone Bl'idge . 
T. e mill •;a bu~lt i 1751, ou~ before c·;i..., d t~ i · ... e1 tl.oned 

f!S _ per. :<:e : !i"' h d a ,·ife , ary , d six ~Lil re·1 . Tle d< t~stone of 
'G i· !P.ill , now in ~ o Ger.":l n-uovm J'iGto-·ic 1 t>uciety , r~· d.o : IIEtlilt i >"l 
1'75.1, enlarged ir:: 178'7, l·ei)uil: y .. .icl.~. 1 a P.it:en j uae 105U 11 • In 1?68 
a ro d '·a con ir. ed tro. · "' ry itt~ .. ou ~e' s ml.ll j oi iJ.JlJ the Holgu ~e 

i J.l ro· d t c up the hill to Hoxbo-·oueh , lat r t e !'oRd i•- nmned 
Abraha.n H.i t tt:? 1hou e mill roHd. 

henry Rlt;;_n. ou· e ..... ied i 17:.J3 
for e;ri t nill nd 33 ac:r~o ; l ... o 
or"'. Afte. t_e la~tar <iot L! ~li v.a , 

ttin:ed 
'nd 30 

(1723- 1815) wl.o ltl.v,c. to be 9~ y ars of 
3 o.-m , tl..e el .... ~s". , Enoch , purcJ.1lO~d t} ..... ·• r•s of .~.:d. .... t\.o l' ":,:j,erl3 • 
. oc ... 1"' ·:, t.ae .:!ill to hi Qo . ichol s 4 ... , u.~.;.o :::-e uilt t _ 1 ill . 

T .e red covered ridg ~ v.•i t.;l ~.ue da~"le belo\ , ,he olu .1ill ".:it. tile 
w llinu j uo t <.1CTO LiS th ro t:td , !!1 J Ll:? a v ;;ry u ttrac ~i ve scene . \le .. 1· ve 
ev;::~n illu tra tio s of ,hi o se "'tion • 

......... Pare co.1 .iss1o p ·h ed 
lts7 3 . 

e .Jil nd 26 cr~o for ~~6 , 000 i n 

A. c. Chad;·ick , Jr ., editor o ~· T ... e su·oU!:'ban p1•""ss lindly lo 11ed me 
h~a v~ry inter oting cop.f of "'.i'.le Riveroone 11 , by ll. s • • T. Bumate d , 
published i t' 1892. It i a ~n old tine love ron nee desc:ci IJil'l.) ~·iLl no . 9, 
the n~· r y Ri t tenho u .... e d\ elli n and th~ red r.overed bri d e ;..~ ~ t 1ey ' ere 
i 18·15 . 

i 
r 

.J.l,! , 
C..! 0 

er f 
:pl 

i r1troduce nd t .eil' m ... usP.. ento, 

lo '< r '0\ l'J tu t .. ~ 
1 1 20,0J doll ro in 
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1 ... 111 Ho . 10: Holgat~ • s ;Jul1ine J.l1 f.nd aorgust •. on~:>st ery 
I ill No . 11 Grist !.!ill . 

'~ have gi v n so far lihe history of the first nine ills on 
th~ \ ia G~hickon t.tnu PG!p~r Li11 Run . \ e ,,ill no\, con:.i nu~ with 
ills ~oo . 1) and 11. 

Holgate ' s Fulli ng ill( about 1100) No . 10 

John Jannett , one of tht:J ori unal eleven purcllG~s :::rs fro1:1 
\ illiam Penn i hi8 1·unor of pri ngettsbury (no\ Roxbor ough) 
purch[taed 200 acr f~s of l and i n 1683 , 'hicL \us paten t~d to 
hi.1 in 1685 . 

I~ 

'i'he tract ~djoin"?d t ... 1e Vickr:i;a plot on the north and extended 
from th~ Schuylki 11 ri var to the GerrtHHlto\m line ('\7i ssahickon 
v~nu~) . The Wi s ahi cko n Creek run <ibo·ut 1~350 fe"=t t:n·ough ~be 

property , 4-,h.::: oouthern line cro asing tl1e str;hm n·oout ?50 f eet 
aboVP. thP. pr~sen~ Blue stone Bri dge . 

on th~ 16th nay , 3rd ~ontll , 16~8 Jan ne tt sold oi;h~ 200 acreu 
to ~a tth~ Hol~ate . Holg. te da,ne fro!n Englund Hnd sailed Ol'l 

the "R~beccH" , of Liv~rpool , •lnd an·ived i n phil· de l j)hia , 3lat 
day , 8th r ont:h , 1685 , \.it·. hi~ daug ter , ~r.ary . J.llortly after 
arriving he erec t~d a ful1i ng mill said to b ~ tl1e ·;:'ire t i n 
]?ermsylvani a , on th~ w~st bunk of the \ii s-alri ckon, o~lo· .. 'here 
tl e present~ olnut lane brldge spans the creek. In a survey of 
1??2 the mill is dBawn as at .o- to::·y buil in; \Lt ... P'=<lk~d 
roof . 

A f •lling mill is one '.1ere \/ool i en .... o ·oe cleansed 
froL o i 1 and gre '= . 

'l'he Holga-c;es were for four gen-era"~;ions {:~utthew a:-., ra .. t.1m. Jr., 
John nd \ illia .. ) own~1·s of fulli11~ mills on tne \lis:Ja •. ickon and 
Cr ~sllei."l creeks . 

I n 1?2~ 1 at thew 'Holgate sr., conveyed 100 acr es and 'the 
~11ill to his son , :~a'tr.hew Jr . rn 1?29 a p r.i t io n '' 1£3 preuen~ed 
to tlle cuurt asking fo... tlle confi.~.·J H:ition f a rodd passint;; the 
mill , "Th~re has been for many years a ro. J le< ding fro .• Ri dge 
ro~:td over a fo..cd on t.ll~ \/i soahickon , called. :Io l f$uCe ' s lt'ord, 
running up over tl1e lulls to Gel'ltlnntown. 'll1.e ueiid roHd by long 
expPrience h~s b'3en founJ ver.f convenient und nececsary uo said 
i 1ru1aoitanta . 11 Agai n i n 17o8, 11road ov~r \iiS 0 <u .. ickon :;o :rolg<.te 
und Snyder ' s F:.llli ng e-mu J.j • lthel' 1 i ll , ~~1rougl. Lo lgat~• s l and al1ll 
rodd l P.i ding to H~nry Ri-: te hous~!:e J.ti.ll to Roxboroue:;h 11 • 

par t of therruins of th~ mill \ere still stt.ndine; i n l'loO, a ild 
1 t t li s JDtxi:l:Dt po i n f; one~ ~ro sed a .nc~h u ed ro d m.d cu wus wr. 
t 1 t time a dir ct nigl...\ ay bet\ ~n r~ York e:m1. ~· ltilnore . tr1· ceo 
of i c n till be see on t .. ~ to of cne hill . 

I n 1762 J.~a tth~\. 1 olga .,e Jr., ccnvey d the .o.i :l and l and to his 
eon . Jo tn , who sold half an i nt~reot to Christiut snyd~r , a 
skin dresser. I 176<.1 John Holg t t s t xed fo;:- a fulling rlill 
u d 130 acrec ; i n 1?'7•1 "'or t. e sa1ne;·1,d 1?5 c:::-es ; Pnd i n 1??5 
1 ole; te and snyder ·"'or tlle fulling 1.aill . 

Christia snyder also o\ neJ c i'ulli v mill grist mill ,,i t.h 
36 acr..eo in Germanto·tm , in 1?69 . 

rn 1'782 und 83 , th~ mill \7a.., sold .. o Uilliam F.i tten~ ouse 3rd; 
• nd in 1'783 l1e is tax~d fo: t· e tu ling 1i 1 and. :).0 a creo . 

In 1?85 Rittenhouse sold th~ mill to Abruh 1:1 Hit";•mhouoe , 
wlo chune;od it into a -"ri'"" mill , A.., this tie Abrannn alvo 
owned the Red Bricig"! :_ill ( o. 9) 

BY \lill he left tl.~.~ mill ~o his tlJree so1 s , cne of 'ill-~.or:l, Jacob 
Hit tenho UtH: , ·oecti.le sol,.~ o . ner i n 181'7 . Aft ~r ~Li... do:1 t'= th ~ 
nei 1. .. of the mil:~. d.a f'or .. ill :·o . 9 " r· ised, so !;;l.;.e: ill .io . 
10 '· r .nu ~r . .l. useJ eso . 



\.illialr:. Holgat~, th~ :Jon of John L.olgc te , in 1'7'10 pureht sed from 1'7 
tl e heirs of John conr·'ld , the fulling mill on cresheirt creek, 
and in 18U4 it was transfered to .raco"o Holgate . 

Li 11 H o • 11. 

Jo'1n Gorgas Jr l s , g!'ist mill _To . 11 . (17Ji'l) 

Tlli3 nill \.us on tb~ aif:e of one of the most rore~nti<~ , 
li. .. tol'ical a r:i inter~sti e spots tilong the \iiESC:l*licl:on . on C.le 
· i 11 top bove the _ ill \;as the on ao ter J , bui 1 t -oy Jo aeph 
Gorsuo befor-e 1752 . T.!1.e ·oaptisms of th_ :Dunkurdo .oo_{ place 
in the \lis a.Llickon ne r uhere the pres t Kitchen's 1nne c ... idge 
pnoo"'a over t!l~ cr ~ek . Before 1860 a 1one1.r old red- Vot;;:C'ed or~uge 
stvod there , and in 1844 Ed...,·lr Allen Poe wro ._e thot hio fuvorite 
approach to t!1~ \ i '3Sahi ckon \'a down the lane fro .1 Hi dgP. road to 
thio re~,;;.ion . Here he received tl.e ins iratiol1 to \i~'i te his "Uo:r:ni~g 
on the ~/iseahi~Jon" nd here W.Llile ''flouti ng in'" okiff on ~he 
boso. of the \/i ss<:4llickon 11 he p.med tl.1.e otol'Y of th<: "Elk11 • 

,lust 6ei'ow t.tle Gorgas r~:l.C.C i'la3 "1 Oll R:lllJ(errs Hoc.Krrupon U!l1cl'i. "C!1e 
late John ,;e1sh er~cted nnd gave to F<o~irruoun~ park , 11 Tol .ratJ.on 11 , 

a o tn tue of \ i 1li at. pemJ . 
"25th Day , 2nd • onth, 168•.~:. \.i 111 . P .n so 1d o J?ran•~ts 

Fincl1er 500 cres of 1 nd, ~ ... ar. tl.~.e \viuo\. di"'poeedof 200 acreo to 
o tS Hill in 1687._ He sold ttle sa. e i 1691 ~o \ eckart LeYerin~. 

In XIDm 1701 Levering tra sfered 16 acres to peter co:nrads; l'lia 
son John sold 82 acr~>o to Johannes GUinre sr . , Jo annes Jr . , in 
1742 sold ~o enjmain sl1oe ak r , d i 17'*t5/7 r. entJ sv.,.1en creo 
we-e passod o Johj c.org s Jr •• n a skin dre s r of Gei'IP..antoun . on 
Novem er 27th , 1747 Gorg s With his 'i e J nr.:r sold a quarter int ~r<IDt 
e :h to ::ichael Pilsner nd Jtco Si on , .ilhrig.1ts of r.anca;;.ter 
C t y . '.lll ~Y bui 1 t t!1~ gr i at mi 11 • . 

John c"()rg s Jr \:as a e;rea t e:r ndson of \iilliaw Ri ttenhouse 
sr. who built t .• e fir t p por mill in PJ eric l , tllroug..'l-1 his oon 
1·iehola· RittenhO'U".Je . Also a gr· ndoon of \lilllelmitla neweee , 
oi"'ter of\ ili±a111 De\,reeo , who built tiL second l:Japer I'lill , as 
she married l.L.> grandfrrth~r ~ichol s . 

The Gorg s fc.mily ownt3d in part ol' entire, ac. diff.rent 
times ov~r six lJills in ~he \7is a.~licko velley and its bruncheo . 
Jo'l.n Gurg s Jl' ii1 1713 pu1·cb eed a qu< r t~r i 11 c. re t in t.L 
uecor.d • per ni 11; 1 e · ru.l \ i .. li m De\1 el3 on ·~ oout t~1e sane 
lac tion , i 1 1~28 a ... arc.-= ..... t .. ~ , . nu'ftH~ turi 1" of pa_.)er rese. olin ... 
ao ' s akin, fro 1 a spe,!i~s o"f rotten ston~ . (Asbestos?) 

;toe1 !lunse11, in hi"' 11llietory of paper a.~d g 1n the 
Unit"'d state " • 5tL edition , ::t t a .. oot tis \1 s t.1e t11ir·d 
p p.r lil1 i t-1e Colonies . Bef-rc .1.1"' <Lut , i 17~1, Go~g .. s 
built and o\.ne a i'-ll. in~ nill o creehei. creek. Hio son , John , 
Jr ., own~~ a grist 1ni.ll and an oil 1nill on oil .~11 Run, t;..oa t 
emptj;ee in:o the, is a 1ic: on ut Gorg ltme . 

'!'1 ere is a Gorg< ..... :Dvmot~eet in G"'rmunto\, , anl u Goraas lane 
in Roxboro t_;l1, al .... o th~ beautifu., Go-t;US p· rk ei Ten to the 
city au~ or-.1.ties oy t .... ~ l<:ite su an Gorg.~ no. yet t!ler~ has 
)1P.Ver been i ~0 ry writ t-11 0 f li int.e:Esti 11 family • 

In e rly ays t. e :ere;· ' we 1o.em Jel·s of .. he ennoni te ee Jing 
b:J.t 1 t r : e.f ~oinea ~n. un.~r l'•.l or eve th n· y Bopti to . · In 
17L.tl Jo 1n Gorgets Jr's aiate:c , .u.r:r , \.Cl· ljvi gin tlle ''onasterJ 
u-c hrutu , in I.Pnc s,or ..;ounty , w .. ler th~ :S:totllerhoud of 
DunK ll'dG est "oli ~.~.1eo. tL~ ir p :tper millo :nu pri 1 ti 1 g press . John ' a 
~Jlree o ·a tll"'l" before 1'7,~:9 follo ,eu tl 'iJ.' oister . Benj<l1ain ttnd 
Jt co v. ~re paper ~mkel''"' n Jo e_Jh u a ci n resser. ':Liley r e ~ide 1 
in tl ~ :Jro tllel~ ... w ou s 19'7. t1 1e t. 



Joseph 'org· 13 , hO\.'eY~'t· , r<etU!'l1 13d to RoxburoU,ih, •tna. i l1 a d"'ed 
of 1752 , it i ~ t t.u. J befo e t. t l.lUtv l..e h, d 8rected 
f.! t hi o .n co t and exp .nee u thret3- e tory stone building. T .... is 
bui~ding t1~ :on s~ery erected on~ 2 ere tra.t , a ~·rt of 
t e 27 cr • ''e st..p. o e t.ui~ 2 cr o' e tl_ site o"f the old 

..J estead . I 175 .... Jo· n Gore~a Jr sold hio half i:n"ter ut 
u nd thP. i o\, P~lsner th'3ir quar er int e:.:-eot in the 
2 th!'e- s tory bu1 <lin~ to .-ooep .• Gol"(t;us . A~ this tine 
Jose h \ o t .e letieer of a rou of unkards o:..· eYenth Day 
B ti t' 10 i ld t: eir reli . .,iou meetin~s in the ronostery. 

Tl.e Gorg· s ··i ll was opr:!r t d "Y water po\ er fro 1 a s. all etream 
ru1 ir oi nto tLP \is a ... ic-~on , j..ls.., oe t~~ it~hen • s 1·1·e 
bri ge . 

In 1752 Jooeph Gorg s "ouy. .. t qu rt.:.r int ... re t i t .... e gric::. 
n~d su\ .. mill , nd also 33 · cr '6 .. :Ln:nd. r 17 5 ... h<; bou; t hi 
broth r Jolill 1 s h,.,l"f inter 'St i t . m.J.ll Hnc. ·uy 1'701 he O\ ned 
t 1e ~nti re ::;,>ropP.rty . In t ... u o ye; r he , ( 1 t of Hoxoor()Uf) , but 
l10\. of 1er anto,.n) solO. :11-.1111 und. lold to l .. d\e:trd 1 ilner . J cob 
org s died in 1766 1 avir.g wido\1 Julihr.nH , ·au .. no i "oU~ . 

In 1?61 ECtwir "ilner 1 _ til..L road \us con i::Led . rt st rt~d 
tt ,oJc orouf}:1 or is nnic~1co1 Gre t Road (Ridge P.otd"l ... c\;urd 
Phil dPl:phi , alo g t.H~ pr S":l:n.t oxoorout..;J uvenue, over .... e 
• i H :.iC.l;O CT eK uO t.11_ lil U) ... o err. 1 to\. 2'0UU oVe .. ; 

~n~.~ "i .. ohen 1 c 1~ e C rp.eDter street . Th.= slll1 Ve ive s 
011astery a d t: .. e mill \ i ·h a 1 reP. \ •~ter \ .• l.el . 

colored in si 1 vex· Hnd ~ ... e ne\ ro d in red . 
d\i ( r ~~d -.: i L:ilner , t. ll_\, o n.r o~ t .. e ~c.i11 , ·us r 

)ecul .. or. D :d G t e ~evoluJ1o te nout_)1t i n 1780 , fr 
Cou t , the con~iscar,_d 2'7 cr_s , d\.e li u .::ouse , gr::..st ,.j,ll , 
mill , p de- 1ill nd oil nill fro.n th_ c tut. o1"' ue 1· .. e 

Rob rts , ill r o ill Cr e.te, Lo\ cr . r1on Ten s· ... il> . It 
id ~-~ t t e proCP. d 0 lle 1 t to L Ul i V 0 T i _. r Of 

ayll:va i fore uc :iol'l'1 .\.Upo es . I 1 uJci •:. u_. ~ d.eu , 
fi .... et t:: - Uni v r i .... rec- ved only 6 7 9/10, 

,:1e· "t ~ver,-, 6 nonth ~o eve;: , .i.:.hi, fou~ duyo 
of'..,.red. t' e ).cop .l·ty to · '3ynJi · .. . 

1 e ter c· r.o "oo u )1 t t~.e ria t corn J • .. ere_.· n ~ t.:l.l1 . JG.bn 
Livezey oec me tl e o n~r i 1'792 'it elevu to ... s Hnd a:!...l •::on-
ve i ncoa for r,' e .rr nu·' ~~t. ri n ~ uf flour iY'! · exJ~n iv. ~c le . 
r 180 John Conr· d , a ·ooo:i<oe11 r , ngP.d t L mill to ~1 paper 
n1ill . It 'i sold at sh.ri f8s ale for, 17 , 000 il• 181.:, to 

vin Ja:r:.ilt;on , t:te· ano .. h.r s ....... 1-rf'o ale ui •. J. 8;~ aer s of 
~o t en ay vani co.1p 'J . 

It p· s ~u t.urou .:;i sever 1 h. un ti: 1852 1e 1 t '· · s 
purcht ed by illia G. Ki~chen , w o i 1873 sol ": .. <:! sa e .. o 
the Ci .. y of Phil· delphia . 



il" ~o . 1~ ar1J. 13: Gorg a "l'i'1t ill, 
Gorg a il ill. 

'l'll"'S~ t.wo ai lls and t l"' ·:1 o·:t o Li veze. !~i 11 we:::~ n ll ~r~f} t~d 
upo t• ~ tract o"':' 511,acr'?s t.1ut .1lli. 1 ... e sola -;o .ram~s 
t:lDypoole i 1684 • ...;lay-... 1oole ,,. a or1e of pen 'e Co dBaion~ra; 
hi brotl~r . ~ir -o:m ~1 ypool~ m rryin ,liz be~. t-~ da eu~~~ 
o t 1 .. ver cro .• w-311. 

In lu9b 1 u,;h Ro b~rts of' t;l~ elah Tra c-:. , i !.o er .. erion , 
b u lt t e -,rop rty for 4) ")OUYldB . 1 e w a one of J·le "foun<lara of 
t _e "rio .~etin 1 ous~ , .,tni a ~D~ge spea.ulator 1 ·1 r:?al ~otate . 
is 62., acr<;!e i tne el sh Tra~1t w ~ udjoi ni ng tL ~ pr9een t 
eeti!'lg 1 ous,. 1~..,e, v;her~ ~ ... 1e .Be~'lon J ·{ace ·~rack wa loca"";ed 

until re~ent.J; . In 1?50 :;nie rod\ s Level'ilg'o ill roa,i , Hnd 
coann.c.?ct-.d .• erio1. eeti n, "ith Jacob ·r .. evering•o mill on Gulley 
·lun , i l1 West. .am.~yunk . 

r n l?05- 0t3 tJ1e :~o·Jel .. t..:; h~i ra aold 40) acres to ceo!"ge ~val''IJ . 
In 1?08 Jol1n Lind~r.:mn 2nd , 14j- ~~c:t~q t·or 20 po un<lo ; 'lnd i n 1'138 
.rohn Bald. bou_,-lt Gam.~ o~ th~ la.,d , 

In i?46 JoLn uorg.s ;;r . Jolly. 'J d5 ucr~a '<.ith <l,.elli na , n~ the 
co1·n .!:C of 2 r ~at ro d oy Li v ze.y' s 1 ,.,e, d5o the ,is alli ckon . 

Jolm Gorgls ' Gr i st ill ( o. 1 2) 1'746- 1?6L1 . 

g!"iat mill · a erect"Jd on 42 ac:L'~3 oi' t e ahov.:: 85 ac:resi 
ond" a run by":. . ., >7at.era ot ~le r. tJ little cre~:c 1mcnn s il 
ir un , t.1 t flo s i ·1to t.1e 'i a. ickon · ~ t1 e foo~ f Go~g s 

1 no:.! . 
blueprl• t of 1833 ho s the !ti.ll ~nt~e run i ., t'!"o 1 Oi l i ll 

u to corn"!: o:' t:Ue Yuill no. then i nto t.ae \ i s ahickol' . The 
mill · o built b~ ~· ~en 1?4o · nd t' e confir .i n of Gorg a 1 ne , i n 
1'764 , s t e gris~ !T'.i ll is m~ntion"'d i n thin ro< d-de~d. 

Hor~tio Gates Jones , vice p.e i den~ of t1e ·istori0ul "oci~t~ 
of "Pennsy v ni· i n ~1e BO • s , at t "'!d twt t:1~ l ni ext-ended :fLor:l 
t e ... id,..,e rod to th.:::-\1 Hll.c·on t:nd ~he dw~:;.li 11\Juse C()nveyed 
u .v. t likely t at ui t tl!::tt <E!d b ck so l"' di t nr~l'! "f:-o.'l li cl, ,'? rot·trl 
op<l no\7( 1861) occupi ~d by L,owia l inx ile. Gorgas lun~ , aft~r 
r . 1 • .. d. ,,e. t .. 1~ ~ i e Ja ... l.i cxon Cl'o r::aed tll~ ere,~k on a lo1 bridge , tll~ 

qu· r ... holos i --;· e rockn 1: u.1t ·1eld t .1.~ eu oor~t:J '~u ctil.L be 
..;een j at. bo ~ Allen ' a l ane :u' i llg~ o t~lP. Gen.1unt.own s i d , 

It i ... eaid tj.1. t i-ron en ino We!"<:! a~t ched ~o ;he oriug~ no 
t.n· t n n t 1e , at~..::- :cvse duri 1g fr~ lle ts t~.~.e ori Je<:: wo u.l d no t 
lo· t o ay . IP te:::.· a r ed co ;;rered bri f!e sp nr ~d :1J.~ c:c:;~JC .li ,h 

i til · ir 1:1 bo ve t11-: \Ya"':er . 
John Gorg s Jr , .~. .• W<.! •• 1e g r ':. gr mdoon ol il..lelHU.na 

Deuees , P.o r~ar_i~ . icholaa '1itt'9nllouae Sr. 
J:er \.111 , \'r i t=.en i n 173? i n .... 1e "olltmd l<nguug-:?, gives .. o 
(.truldchilal'en S~V€!' l l. nt"'r aug :.r lily hei l'lOOl!la : II I give 

lU t te h ous'9 .'l.y sp i n• iJ1 , \,h e l. To susanna c;orgtl" I gi v. u fi 
pot and chi na . ~o ·a:r,'/ Gorg· a I gi ve .n..'f au .u bowl an1i s.m-il l 

iro p· nc; . ~o s cynti c1 Gorgas I give c _ under f.:>o cn~r b~d and H 

pi.L.Lo\ .nd leo· br'lss ke~tle.'1 

Tl"'le \/ill \! dS ,,~i :.ten 0'1 Ri'tte 1ll0 :.1oe :p efco n :taini nb the 
ot,:.r. rk ot w.1e cloV 0 !' l~af. 

J o n rorg ..... di od i n 1'7 ... an \.illed t' rail. to hi. . .) son , .t~en­

j'11in , '.~ho h d. r'larr i -.d Julia. tho: grand duught.r o-f p:7;'3r Ritten­
house , w .. lo o~ n<:d the ur~e~l~i 11 Grist ·ill of 1'700, '1•jli~h i ld l'7 
w •13 o· n '!d by peter _lie J.r;;-91. 

In 1783 Jact "J a·1d .t~~njumi n 
un t~r "'..,. t i n t.1e l'li 11. In 1? 9 5 
.. li bra .ll~r , J'bGO~J , • • .lll) h d 11 

0 . J I COb or t, t"r Sr • 1 • 1 

r-r0.L'ga \'li~ e e ch tox,~cl ~ol' u hulf 
enj 1.1i 1 org·"" oold ~1-? mil.l to 
r-r·i ed <.;£ t1u ri n e nor c ter , da u~l t ~-?r 

• gd l~no Ri uch. On April 1st 1?96 



--
t.~e mi 1 .; sold '· e sold !.u ,ToJm ' iae 1 sr and his :wn-in-lnrl 
'eorg~ .. ol'tter • 

• or .. t r otroee t in Ger.nuntoWYJ \.as XlaltUd afte:r this Tl!:lll ' a br:other 
..... cob rr ., \ulO al :JY opell~J. t1e n .ne Wl"th ~\o ••t's'' • 

In lJ ) ·J'~orge !tort ter 1 v:1o i n 1806 owned C.:1~ ol<l Evnn9- Joneo 
( 1?,1•) mill , i n Gwynedd rowna.nip on the \ isnhickon , sold l'"ds half 
int r~st i n t' p mill to ,John ·.i se sr. 

\ i G'9, is given i n t~le t·:tx li st of Rox':.>orou i i i1 l ??4. H~ 
I!l rri~d at)out 17 '11 1;at:1 r i ne , t-1'9 ·1 "lter ot· i~ ~.:')loy.•n~ . !Jl 
177•i. h'9 pur~h S'9d from Geo:::- ~e '!o ck ~ 1 G:Ci s t nd aw I!rilll on r.h.e 
\is hicko , i n Upp-=r Du·olin , 'or , ·.ic L he l)O i d 1'150 pound~ . 

Tr di :.ion ata't 0 s ::..1 t he h·1d bro th~'>l' \7ould set tl ~d i n Vir-
gini , n.i t~la t John w 13 i n reauce 1 ~::i.rc\.clS~ nces un ~i~. ho rotJrried 
va tharin'9 , ~h:: uug.~t.~r' o t a .1ill r in 'toxborou ';h . ~'hrou ~l :m· r.·i· ge 
the •i""aconJ'ints ot earl.{ :i a"'a.Jit1kon :.i ll .:ore Tetained ~ .• ~i= int­
er _sto i "l t~le indust:·ies t.J.rou .1 JJany gener tions . nny w"!re the 
int'3rJ:11r. i ag':!3 be~·.~en t..n.:.? xittalt~ouses , neueeo 1 :;'ar~ere 1 Hob-=1-.JOi1S 1 

;org- o ' pauls , l.iveze,1s, ;ieeo, st.~.·eP.p •Jro , norGtero , . e~Ht~l:J anu 
..,~hee tz 1 • 

. ol .. n \'i ae' s so~1 , Jo J.n i se ,rr., in 1312 , purr~lwsed t:1e \!illinm 
Dewees p tper llli 11 of 1'7 31 , ~hlit 13 t 1.1.· oo cuJle t.Jv~ lo· er _ agarge 

J p.or Jnill · t i oe's . ill '1oau . li iG sister , Arme, ,m2r ·i~<l \. il liam 
.. tr ~epe:t• , of the '/is ahi:~ko:n valley f .oily of mill~rs . 

A quaint adv~rti senent ot· arc!h 8 ~l 1803 r (!Uds ; tt'J\ irty Ue>l.1aro 
rem1rd. .un away t o.n the aubacri ber on the ni _..h ~ of ti:l1e 6th 1 a 
German ~rvant n r.11ed Jose:~h velekr aoo ut 5 fee'C 6 inc:H~s !li 11 1 of 
d· rk COl-plexion he hdd on a n ew woo 1 lw t , blue co .. te , olive ~~o lorect 
velvet pantaloons , dnd too_. ui th hil~ aund.l·y owe:." c1o r.:un • He 
c·rriel as ord cane n d ~ ilver u1tcll 1 \i'tll a tDrCoise a.lel.L c·se . 
!a oy trude a miller and ~pe ks ~er,y lit l_ Engllt sh. RoxboroUL:;~~ · 
John .ise." 

Tradition says r.:1<:lt \ i ae \7-sS a ~m1onite preach'!r , and tl .. e 
ace un+. of hi!3 d'9;:)f:.'l in hia lllill, on July 15th 1803 1 i s fro ... 
Pouloton ' s ".Alnerie 1 • .Advertise:t' 11 : "On '.rnurad· y 1 st. r. Joln 
~ise , U :t·~pU aol~ TJill<>'l' 0 tll"' \, i 3 :1..-liCkon (.;:CP_:, , 8 mil -G fl.'Ol'l 
tbio ci y , i ..., exa ..... ini ng ~-'1~ sindl.:o of tlv~ t runnoe l 'h'=~l in tJ:te 
r.aill vlll19n i:n rno-r.ion 1. hif3 hnd ''Js caught 'bet\'leen tJ.e great cog 
wheel mel th'9 \/ollo· ~rn 1 \•hi~h .qftl3r c1o,..in~~ upon i~ ,ave l3Ufficie•1t 
BpUC"' ·for h i body !.O pao b~lvW . r e s 60i1 \iJlO •·aS l1P.ca~ t:1e mill 
obse:r:-v~. t .. l~ 'l.vor~cs ~o be derang~J ; clo ed tl'le wut~"!r gut'9 ; · nd 011 

aeurching for the causl3 found his father • o body." 
,Tohn 1'2e Jr pur~h ~ed ~ne . 1ill, '\!.hic~h h..., aold i r'l 1812 tor 

pet.or .d 1 • Jacob ~·ise , .Tohn ' s 1:>ro'ther 1 ·o.oc· 1.1e t ~ oi.ner i n 18151 

and unon his d~ 'itil i n 1828 it\ as Gold to 1' ... 10! s Yardley. In tlJia 
ye r t ~prop rt.y ••· s adV'9-·riae<1 'tor s le . 11 'l'l...e :. ::>ru'T .•. "m'ts ure 
a 1 r.:;e rri st Uti and mere 1 n ~ ~i 11 , tone d\ ellin .J t b r · , 
nu.: ber of out b'..lildin s , abut 1:3 1il~s f'.:o Pl.il delp .. li ' · 

here were fo ur :_oril ci .Jl ~ rtauaon ... \ llY t_le induv trie v A the 
i sahiclcon tU.lls de~reasea. abouc this ti1ne; fires, tll~ s tean 

engi _ , fr"' hets 1d a.l~rift' ' s s les . 
In 1(33•: 'Ch-3 sh~ri tt' sold t.-e 1ill to eor.:;e u oyer ; then 

anot ... er sherrit't· • s sal'9 brou~Jlt t1 e 111ill to ... illiam JT . Wei ey 
i n 113&tJ. Tlle 1aill Y s ~ncir12ly destroyed "oy fi!.•e i n l65Q. J . Edgar 
.noms bougi'lt th'9 land i- ld6U and resold i n 186b to uatth~w 

w. Baldwin , of .Bald\.in'e ....JOComotiv-9 'orka . 
In 1864 JoH:O ::L..ilnrz~y :Ju:cf!h:J ed p· rt of thel<nl•l . At " .... is :;i.1e 

hie f·lr.:d1y o·11n""d ~~11 the l atld o n t.1e wes"; ai de of t."le '.1i u· ulli ckon 
fru· here up to \'i$e 1 s :ill Rolld . In 1B'72 tn·~ l and <.ill cnne unu~r 
tHe juriudiction of tl .. e :&'uir·n::.~ Ga<nt ark t..;onnisn~on . 

, or g. s Oil ;_il l J·o . 1 3 • 

.. :hia mill \Ius built U)011 43 ac:r_s o-r t1 e 85 uc::-~ ~) l3n ~atio l i11 



.. ro.m Gorgas Jr • • i n 1'7•16 . It W"S p:co"uably ~r~c t..:.d i n ~hP. 1?50'n U 
about •1 0 feet aoo·r::! ~--<=> • iesa :tickon on o i1 !...ill Run cmd G O-'{;tiG 

1 ne . 
The cuv~s o t t:J.e · i ssalli ckon are u.po n ~li a propErty? 'i'lle 

l arg ~ of t11eoe excavations i s to tit~ orth of Gorgas l ane Hbou.:; 
300 i' ~..,t tro. tne vis sa.li~·(on . Qyl. ill P.un , as it i s called on 
~arly .ape , !'iees i n a -va1.t~y run i u near :iha .nont <lV~nue and 
· . i se i 11 ro d bov~ th~ 3 ~h 1a.i lea tol'le on Ri dge -road · nd wu o 
numb i after t e ·urg~ o u il 1 ill . 

. oratio Gat~s vanes ·~ .:;a~ell t.tl!:it t...'le Gorg a ill \.a..> cal.ied 
'tl " u~t i 11° and th ~ · hil~ O\Vn"'d oy . ut thi'ls Go:CgHs -:1e 

rJill nd house u: LJ. ootton factory ha:i ben on fi~e 
35 t i mes t. · "'j c:1e :fa~tory i taelf -..·hol.ty, O- in ln'irt , \.ns 
b1.1rn~d ::i . .1t times . 

,Jo n ;orgc~a Jr tn.arri . ..1 f i ra"C , ary , nJ t .::.n negiJ1H(Bnl1il~l) 
e ll·td nine r.:hildren ani u.)on hi (i"'!ath i r1 1'781 he left til-3 

ol.l mil', to hls son , Joim 3rd. The mill 'l .. ~a o\m<;d -or :n.or~ tl"wn 
1:-so yeuro b,{ t'1r: Go rg3a fa.1ily • 

.Tohn Gorgao 3rd , chang-ed i'j into n g-.~."'ist mill . For 1.aany y 'H ro 
Joei:!ph Cttrr , o ~ t.,;r~sh<:it:l gl~ist 1:1il.l , ...,, 1icl1 wu buil"t by Gerhnrd 
.it~f'!Ylhuu~Je(l6?~..,.in7 ~2) own~d t"he t.n~ I"O:C3'll3 Oil .. ill.~~ 

!..At.:;!r on a tt:nias G;:>:rgrg ~··wn~".)d l"t into a ~~o~ton WAddin~ f·tr.:tory • 
.ron""s , tne hist;orJ.an , \,rot':! : "The old mill witl.~. its anr.:i~I t ·-·nsJ.on 
nituated "it "!#he t> 3".! 0~ .... ill o.overed\.i~h l .!rel , ··i~} !:.h~ r~mll 
strealJ ran in> 1 t':'ont , ·. quit':! pictur3sque nd I m.~ glad to XKiil 
know that ··r . .To .... YJ rorg· s , ot", il.in ton , Dela\iur~ , h"' · i ne oil 
paintin at· th"' old r...ill as it stood before t ~ lltnd o:f uo:.~.ern 
il.prove. "!nta deplet."'d i:; o"'t i te anc1 _n ~ oe i..l.tJ. " 

In t.Le .PA ... ~x · u1·vey , ot· .t86d. the Go rci o mill b ll.1UJ.n5G ttre 
i ven and adjoinin~ ~hem we::..·e tl.e vinoyal~,1s of u t tlti. o s 70 rg<: s , 

s waa;; gre ~ly in t~re ted i n "'j • ~ul11ivatio ott .• ~ lt-·ap<? . 
he mi 11 1 11 was j a ~ b.::.y d t 1e p .·op .rt t .• e .f:'Ul'J~ :)ur ~ ... 1 sed 

nd 1 ldut3 .r. ·. :Ial~Y's DY~ forks "l:.ere loouted -r;.l·~:re , c.nd .. o 
prove ~ u .... t.l~ .lil- r eally wa ~ l1aun ted, it \,qs on necen""ue:."' 1'/~h 

1886. ngain entirel_v ~oneu.r:1~..i by f1re , ·r.h~ 1o !3 n1oun cin 5 to 
20 , 000 . 



Hill No . 14 : • o ... s Livezey' e Grist • ill, 
~ilo s S ~o C! • .J .x:er 1 ?4:.. - 6 

T.ne Livezey · i 11 ' · lmi 1 t on ~1 500 acre tract of lanu dee _ed by 
illi n penn to ,Ju ~s Cl ypoole, i 1 lo84 . It " :::; on :.#.e e. s t s i ue 

Of tl . .i jdckol1 a f wW nundre f t bela\ Cr .G leill cre~;k Close 
to the li vezey Co loni 1 dwellina, \o.L .. ic 1 is noi. used s t .... e hoiJe 
of the Volley Green c· noe Club. 

Tjle ti ele of the prop _rty ~ G us follo\ 13 : Claypoole "tO !I ugh 
oberts, 5 0 acres , 169o; oberts eire to George Evans , 400 

acres , 1?05- 6 ; vans to ,Tomttl·n Conrads , 82 uor~s, 1?09 ; com: do 
to Jol Hl1!1eS Gu.::lrie , 82 aoros , 1719/2); G\l];tric ~0 nenr~ &ellen 
1 l?H~ Se llen o\.n~d t.:.:le irQt oil 1.11 i .. :1e \lis t~.~..:_G .. <:o 1 v lley , 
0 t ~ cr.elei m Cre~A • . llich in 1801 ,,u pe .. er :sechtel ' B p per 
mill) 4'1} aor~s , 173). 

I n t.1e d.aed a ouilU:!.ng ie t'len~ion~d for the fire~ tirne, eo tht t 
the found t.ions tor t:.e pr~s"' t Liveze.:r lloU e muy du'te b· ck ~o .i;h' t 
period. li"' ry ('_<ellen sold t.1e prop-l't.Y' to oll-, HHrr.~r ; messuatsc , 
pl ntution · itlt over 100 ocr o , i 1739 , -ror :~Ob pounds ; frol'llHl"rl•r 
t e prop •rty \a sold .. o .. 'boLas c-Jloe.au:er . rt ~on iot"=d o·~ :~0 ucrea , 
and 3 aor e and 18 percll~s , i 1'74;;- 6 , for lOu ::poUll<.:s . 

• T".rli Tho Sho ~ k r ·cui 1 t ti.te !i 1::.. ·oefore octo 'b~r 10 tn 1'1 •1'7 , ua 
on t · t at_ '1 sold to ~ho . Livezey 3rd: "tl."' s· id T ... on slloe-

k r ll·tl erect d a C"'r i1 \'t~x· 61-~i t .ill \itJ ... o :p·iro of 
a o . "' unu r one roof on t e t · (!t. n 

In 1 t r y. r the I.i vez -.f f aily o 1 d over oOO &cres i the 
V 11 y of .,...1 , i '"'"' .ickon , .:>ut fro 1 o .. ld33 , kina.. ae nt 
us by Jo:n T. c· .. pbell , o Q) .. ::>crou,) .. surve 
o fioe, ~ 1"' r ... :- t "'2 cr_s bove is t1~ o1ly 

rc 1 of t e ~ of i t "'I'~ t to u • 01 20 cr ~s r drP .. n 
d\ ,lli 10 , smok - iOUBe , co c· 1ouse , burn , ice hou e, 

g u ·orl. _ oro ..... a ie Bl_ekon . 
} o\ vie h ve t cell t ... e 2:> tor fro. \ 1.l.Li • ]?en, 1:.o t.t.oJ. a a 

I.ivezey 3rd . Le .. u t ke up the noestry of :n .. o1.as li v eze; 3rd , 
s r. ' s "'or t~ "3 most p1rt tl- re 11; il .. er_ ti IS me.~·:>er of hia 

fa il:r . 
Ch·trles 1 EJr er Sloith , of Hati..;oru , t .. .r.e hioto:t·ian of t~1e I.ive-

z J Family , h· s kimily ~Jive 1. p· rt o.l' h, fo:.lo..:in.; d· "' : 
'.rlJ.OJn'tS Livezey , sr . , t . .J.e ro{.!eni ~or of ... h~ fm'lilJ i>l 

.Ameri cu , c .n~ f'ro ... ! o rton , or 
iP England , noout 1 ay 1680 . l 
Penn 7 oO ~ cres o · l11nu i Lo· 

lou'"'e loJi .~il ·~lpl .. ia , 
i< e of L;..tl":;"' ~rut tree t bet\ n o s ::;~ee~:.s . 

In 1 83 '"'hod· s Livezey r;r . Hrl • ~: rsl sol -: uc lot 
~0 1~ i i a . OU e (it LUSt b V aog c· bin) for 
• 6 ou 10 s· i l.lin . on 1681 i lliar.a 
pen de ded to ~ ~10 "' L1 vez~y nr n · 1 ele e) 250 
• ores , u ... t1 ~ exact loc tio of t ' s not not d 
u til patet1ted 1 ter . i'Qurt:. uonth , 20:;.1 , 1686 Livez~y 
bou- _t 500 nore ere"' adjoinin t o .... · er 250 o:.." ~ , For 
t is • ;:; paid o'Yl~ shilling ·y-:.ar o 1 0 "'r~s. Under 
tl . rel~u e of ·~5 ·orcs Li v~zey requi!"ed to pHy one 
pepp~roorn y~arly ~1 5 p unda . T 500 acre truct is 
lo -::a ted o 1 .oll'l"'S t survt:oy of lt581- 1.38 , o nu·IJlin creek, 
1mo\."l :! t e :Lr:di· n 'l npenn~yp<.lc: 11 • rt \', s alont, the 
s:outher line of Aoin ton !o\J sl.ip • 

.r. o "' J.i v~zey , 'r ., w L 1' :3l.' of -:: Gr nu Jur.'! 
JHnU·~T,Y' 11.. 168.~ , ' t "~~ i. t Court h·~lJ in p.,il 0.~1 .. 
p·da . L~ ,Ji.;d i 1692, I hi \ill he l~'ft il.iG sot , 
Jon than , a life i t!r-st i 2uJ · cr~e ~or hi gr·ndnon , 
...... o. 2 d . (l639 - l?o9) ' ... .slio TL.OI s .... nd , .. mrr i ev. E li z.·oe""'l 



ueuth . T~L~Y htod -t;:ln chilct:r·m , or wl.10ra the eldest., ?l.omas 
3r<l , oou )ht the \'ii J a.rl cko v 11 ~y mill in 1'747. He is 
a'9ntio ned i ., d'9ed s a mi llAr of chel ten.1an _'0, ns!.ip , 

'· ... ere 'l"' ·1 d b~~n n · pprentice . 
T •. oL s UvezP.,' 3!"d ,,as oorn "first r.1on'; - • 25~n 1'123, 

nd rn· rri ,d 'art~la }(no'tlles, of A"oin,""to • e'tin"', in 
1'748 . 1 is oiste. , - ry , m<irried .Toaep.l p ll and his 
dau 1t~r , ~ art:1· , m· rri~d pete.r ~ob sol1 o t1.e SUJ c park 
:mills , and . i st? ~ond cousin , suaunm ll Livezey, __ . rried 
,ro aeph ae·1r g-'3 , ~r. ndfa t.1er of C-l' rl o __ tq~arc;e , of ;..i e 

JD u , re;~ ~) 1per i lla . ?1 . p ..11 f .nly, Jf \.l~ Cll 

hi b ... o .,J.1er- in-law "' e one , Oi n .!U ... ..a· ·c ... ~L· .. ~ vv -~ - .;..,l..." 

p"'riods over ten .ilills in p.nil delp id uou ty . :uter , 
i JiVil r tL nistory of the De\Lea , P< uls , \. i s.;s , l.oHel' 
• a~arge pa_.?~:C r.1ill t "'i se ' a 1ni'll 1. ~ . etc. ,,e \7il l.§ive 
t! ~ tory of ~:.~paul f .nily. .i'J.lQ,tll s Livezey 3rd mt13 a 
pror1i1Hmt man in his day; a Jnell'iber of tlle peru sylVcdliU 
A.oaelbly t'.oJ 1?65 t '71 and l'• J.exil·o~Sr of the Anericdn 
"!l.u). ).\J~'Ujh"l.\. <;>)(.. \. c~~ i..."" ... t~~ ... 

June t.e:r 1, o:f court, ii. l'J l:'l'tO con't":lrl!l:3 it .L·ur.d u~t;.i• ~.i.'':'d ... t-. 
:>t 'P r · .. ill o d i Ro ... d.)o ·ou,_;h , ... 1 i '~a • ro the p .... est?lJt 

i e ' o ~·111 ro U. t 1r:1t i 1'7--:2 1 iB corrt'i t'll ,d id ouiJ, 
c n P-cti '-' 'it.l t1 .. e p p..,r .aill of York ri , \:1 1c:1 1· t~r 

. c .. le t .. e • ·arge naper .i 11 . 
· 1 din 1i 1 1 

t.os 
bui l.J n . I~ 
i ~ep ~o give better 

'C .ill. 
I n 17,17, 1748 and 1'749, rnono r .. ive~ey :5::-d sold a Q.".l' ::-~er 

1 l1t ~ree t of his mi l.l and 2) ncre:J to cay-cain Jacob L~ach; a 
quar tor to Debo r· h paul ; an-1 n qu rtl')r to \.'all ce o ore. 

on octo'oer ot:1 1'765 T~'lo .ms ~arton wrot.e to Denjar.:'lil1 Fr<.nklin, 
t c repr ~s n ~i g !.-l~ ~,o loni ~a i n London , tlH t aeY~"" of tl.eir 
1) rt. ad "oecn el~c t.~d :.o t#1~ pen 1sy. V':t"'lia AGB~nulJ , i ncludin,~ 
l'hO . s J.j. VF!Zey. Qb 00 i:,o b~r lot)! 1'7'71 t.le jJel:Jl1Sjl V< s'i.; AS se ... lbly 
an oir1tod Benjamitl ,'rCJ.nklin ur;~lH. in ·.;r _at :Brita i n to:r :.:J.~ 
~naLli ;t y~t:tr ; also '".::homt-t;;J .... iv~zaJ ot1 tne cornni tt'?~ of uo:rrespond-

ence . on : overn '3r L,t}'l 1767 ~.tlO. 1S .1.i v raz-=J 3J..'d v1ro te to _jer.Ja •. _n 
ra .eli n , i :n London , i n for.1i na hi1:t t 1at he has ser• r. hi .. by c· pt . 
'alkner, t~ e l ve bottl~s of \lin e 13' de fro. ,,ild tFc.P~B on his own 

pl ce. "Despair of a c~lal'lge of (lOve rnwmt unti~. ;lift~!' -:he '<i-<3a t-1. 
o J.1omas penn ; wi shP-B .l~ ~ould be pr~~r.liled ".lpon t.o die for· tha 
good of tne people , ':lnd ~hus raake hi nru:te aG im _o!"ta l &S 

am on' do th did his . •• 
on pebru!:lry 2vi 1768 ..lranklin l'epl ied: "I rec~iv~d o~ l')lc'Pt • 

:F lkn~r your ~lcu.1e 1-:tter of Nov~noel' 18th , ,,i .. h a ve1·y 
'i el co e preo ent of a1 o -c.ner ao zell -oo ttl-"' o"" you-r ' in e . ~he 
fo .:ter h e b,en found ~xcellent by· .11 ny good judses; my h i ne 
nerc. nt i"1 purticula:..~ wus desirous of ~mo inc; what qunnti +;,y of 
i't .ni 1t be h d a11d at '\Jhat price ." 

'.f 4o.n.ar-l Li V~Z~Y 3ra. , of .toXboroU w:l :owns~lip , pl il (l~lp:'liU ~0 
Benj.nHin Fr ·.:<lin , London , on :rove11 )er 18th 1769: " ':'b.OU31.. I hHVO 
not ':.he ho )'pi ng~e o f an intLn te ac ... lU'dntance with thee , yet t i me 
I hope w 1" lt.<.?r t.11?.t '~ircu."!l.st:~nr~e and b:r·ing us ·Btt~r acquaint.dd. 
I oYil.i k:no\7 ~:le-'3 ·":co, so1ne of thy \~ri tingB, the uuthor of.' wll.id.l. 
1 gre.ttly e~tee~!l . As thou ·-:: t o·1e of the CJgel"l t.:J \o:..· ti1i·~ provin(~ e 
i n rre t l~r ita in, I oen't i:.l do7'"' Atn.erie·l 1ir:e )Y cap~ }i'tllCJ ~r 
the l "'t 1iime h-3 . ~nt fro her".! ... o J..ondon , wlli~ll I am pleaued 



.. o hear wa · sa 1"'9 l y deli vere i . It .., ~ :11 de oy 1:1yself , from oUl' 

omall ~ wild gra:9~ , hicn gro\16 i 1 gre t pl'9nCy i r~ our 
t.o odl d , . nd G I h ve o .".! o -t· tll SH .... e ..,ort .,o-- u n tHp , \.hi ch 
I thi .< ra .. L-er ·o-3 tter , I have sen., ct dozen Illo:.:"·! . 

I heartily wisn it; m·y r:-i "'safe nd wa:r .... -:. e h~·rto of 
every on~ 'ho ~<is tes i t , with a love ro r Ameri ~~~ , nd '·ouln i t 
ri out en n~e i govern e ... out on"' mo n tJ .. t~ooner, ! \,ould 
1 lly aend al· I :1ave . 
Ilo~.ev r I do not ttispai r of ~he c.wnge y:.t ; it \,ill take pluco 

t t 1e d ~at. of T-lO- .H ponn . 
I do no t kno•~ wi.ethct: so .,. eo? e i ~ t is 

not be i ..te. sa;ae GO ~di tio 8G a • 
rovi nee \'li 11 
i .'ly n~ighbo:.:hood 

il.'3r llu 'y nd d:nd , ' but 
ho "o uld look \.}len he 

1 t ly ai , ' no ·oo dy :::oul d sa. a 1e i shod 
said ahe xmrvxr.tx "'wi shed sL~ could see 1 o 
\.U d.etd 1 • 

TlO a .,._iv~zey 3rd , i n 1'769 , vrs <o e o .. d ·or u ri t mill l~d 
106 cr"'s ; i 1 1?83 tor a gris~ nill 1 d 75 cres . 

I Y\ 1 '7'7() .,.o Potts , of v-· J .Ley For ;;e , a old to . o s13ph puul nd 
hl ' i -~'e , ! d. r .f , 1 3 a cr~s of l~nd i J i ... e rl·U'Oh 1\.l\.nBhi~ anr1 
ac1·o . <' ..1..11.. 1l.l i n IJJvmr · ."'r :ion 'i'ol.nslnp (this i ncluded 
t e f uouc: SpTint!: 1 i ll ~oililt. ·by D vid 'illi· ms i 1?15) . 

v~ 21 t 1'77 ) , p· ul old o JC h 11: i nt~l'est i t.he 
.1111-- to ·u3 br t 1er-i n- l , ~bo~r1 s :r...i vezey 3rd . In l'l'l'l 
.ori c n troops ere en~~al!lped u t Vulley or ,e zene::·il 

ton tr» uentl.r ~ :.1rch sea. lour or hi .o..i lit· ry f<. il.f and 
g.: i for his J1o~ses ali the~ r i n .• ill . (JJ'ro Uist u·. of Uont-
gom ry County . ) 

In 1 ?83 tl e spring ill p ssed i to the pooe s i o of ·.:-lOr'l~B 
Livezey 4t.h. 

sto -~ ·)Uil ~ i t.Jle rui s of t e Li V';zey i 11, eai 
t.~ ..., e· 2:1.1 ao ~ tho 1?00 ' a , but ':..ere is 

·~:.il'!: c l1 b re d . 
tio .z tea .on"?s , o:x:eo .. ou .J. hi orh.n , \ :.~o:.e i n 1<388 : 11 Tr . 
W S ' L._ber of t'.e SocieJ:.y Of ' ... ien :3 cl d I 0 l1 ~h~ ..15l·~ CiBh 

\,ere in phil ~ . .olp.1ia · 1d w· troOD u~ed to _,o oout s~~:ki 1 ~ pro v;.. 
.nder, ho sunk Cl nU! :f> =>r of b rl' els ot· i e i l · ra i r the 

' i hickon, ner~ it r~m·inod unti t'.!le clo:3e of ~h'3 w·1 r . Sor~e of 
th HiYle \7 S oot~l~ ·nd p:r :3e1·v ~J 0.{ t' e l,te John :~iV"?Z~?y , 
gr nJ. on o-f' t Le o id "holns , 1.11til a s o t .:;i1:1e li~fo Ae :1.~ d i ed in 
18'73 . e v'! .1e 'j ·:.,mll bo't .le oft is Hevolution r.1 ·.ine , wl1t ch 
I s 11 pl ce i n OUl' soci etY" • (Horlt o Gl: t s Jon~s \.as Vi 1~ e 

r eid n of th~ · i sto.'i c 1 socie·~;)l or Pel1Yl:3~{1V nin and i t \7H1 
t he s11nt t ~~ bottle of wine . ) 

Tnere .re severa l Revolution r J t ~;~ re ruing ':'horm s 
Li v~zey ird; on ~ tha"; 1P sat on f .nee + t e ton of ... e :~ill nc 
'a .. chP.d t· .,. o t tle ot' Ger . .l:lnto·. n ; a 10 t er t t he C · r~d ""'or 
JqOdJI ~outHl""d oldi e r s i hi hou e ; ,... til not.: er thc:;t a 
p rt o-f' fourt~en ]lee.Ji. Xl"' \lere l::.:n d U...J i n fro1 r. of the t> rden 
' a 11 nd sho t • 

':he f· ~ ts Hr ~ t• . t T'no 1•l ds t\.o o l ~r sons \.ere 
i era the se~ond ni ~ ~ be'fo 1·e t 1e 
\ s ot al.t.o\ ed "o re ~urn .lO .e for 

arr stcd by \l:iShi n ·ton's uol 
nat tlP 0 Ger nn ~o·. n , nd h~ 
ei 1t 10n t.hs . 

nuri the war t1er~ ,,a v~ry unjust persecutio., ag· i> at .,notJe 
\:ho were co nsci•=mtuounly opposed to ·~o flict , nna 

T ... 01 1r.ts Li v ~ZeJ 3rd di ed i 1'790, le vi n , • 'ti ow , 4ul· th<t , ·md 
sons , 'lllo no 4 t h , sumu"31 , Josep ... l and .Tohrl . To :.lle ... o l att. r 
he g)Ve hi mill 1·d lai.'ldu i '1 Roxbo:rou h . 

In 1833 ,Jo eep ... :1nd ~ho n n 4 t .... h· 1l a surve.f m de of ~~1e l and , 
W-licil .. otn l ed 235 acr ~s . i a 

In 186. unP. of' the ui J 1/ _i •cl iS · oi l m1.ll , nd i n 1B6U 
, l- r.1ill c 11-d t.11 len ]Jern: ills . I n ~ll"' 18'70 ' s a 1 ':"t.P 
sus "'11 iol" bri e o ::-I·i -d H ,r" t · t.r ")i-n~ uv~r t~1e i s~ln·~ o>1 



t ~ Ro.h· o :co l_yl wat~ .• : .o :rka >Jo provide m·t'3r 'lur c.1e 

Che· ~n ..... t ~ i.ll 1d Ge!"ln 'town . ';.'~is J:>i?~ Eridcse Wds 

re ov-: .;r TIY y~ rs ·1 _,o and no\ t 1" ' 1 te !' is oondu.; t~d t:il:::Oo ug.1 
a 1 r pun· ~r~rou d pipe line. 

':'he Suburban Frese of octa b~r 22nd 1931 , g v~ ouch an inter-
eti account of th"' :.,e ~ov 1 of t.l~ uld pip~ ::>ridge and' ajfer 

pipe jut bov t.B Liv~z~y ;'ill e •• · 't e beg quote a fe o": the 
inci en .o • .~.ne b..~.icl'"e b~a~.a~ w1auf~ nd 1 con<t;r ctor , Georg~ ~ . 
schultz, agr -ed :.o pay lnOO for ~ -e pri 7ilege of removing ~.le 
oam-e , n he s pe~dT.t~d to 1 ve Hl.L tile iron, etr:: , ~hat col1-
pooed t.~ bridae • 

. red t!ov~red \7ooden Jridg~ cro sed t1-e \is ru.icxon CrPc:c at 
the Livezey uouee · l1d 11111 until abou .. 1905. 

In tl .. e loft of :.he LiVPZ JY ouo<:! i ta ori, irml d ~~ei,;one of 
...... old red ·)ri · _,~ , . .1 r:c~d "1839" • 

.rhe old d··v: ·~ -l;i 1 r~.a.-~ins nJ. · 1 t e ruip · of tl1 c: r.srea t oi 11 
and t'lP pie1's of t:i.1~ oll b:::i'i"~ . T.1:1e valley r~P.n .,anoe lub occupieo 
t "' .ouce t t·i'3 p~· sPnt ".il'1'3 . 

In writin; or the Liv'"'Z'3.' 'ouse, "!;' . 13 . 3:·andt , x-elatca : 11What 
i it t'1 t cono:pix~s ~o m ke the ravi hin , c l' r~ of 1:..1i,., o lei colonia 1 
E ton_ ctrul} ~L!.~e , hid...ten in t "" "'"1:::' t of t'lP e;lP.·1 , ado.._) terl I!O 1}? mion 
of fri ndly '~;r~~ ~ , £ld. held i t 1e e br ce o 'f eli - i 1 ·rin.;u nd 

.rub r.'/, .ould be dittJ.cult to say . U!. t e JJiV'3Z-3Y noune ourely , 
.t'or t t .ly 1~ e tici ~JY i e nt ~ched only by the ro~gh-hewed \, ilderne o 
ho.~e of John art:::-amu . 

ov~r one 11~1rod acre"' 6-r t.H UvezeJ 1 1111 rlu·ou ll hi,~h ~he 
'is llic.t<on t'o..,::; , w~re t ken over ·oy t'o2 pt.rr co~i'-"'sion i ~ 18'/3. 
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CONTRACTOR 
FOR 

COLD STORAGE 
INSULATION 

BOILER AND PIPE 
COVERINGS 

CORK BRICK FLOORS 

CORK BOARD 
GRANULATED CORK 

• . 
. 

JOHN R. LIVEZEY 
PHILADELPHIA, GLENWOOD AVE., WEST OF 22ND ST. 

BALTIMORE, 119 SOUTH STREET 

RE~RE.CNTIHC 

ARMSTRONG CORK AND INSULATION CO. 

"'"""OVO:D CDNT~tAC:TOit I'Oit 

KEASBEY a MATTISON co. 

NONPAREIL CORK PIPI: 
COVERING FOR BRINE 

AMMONIA. ICE WATER AND 
COLD WATER LINES 

ALL GRADES OF 
STEAM AND HOT WATER 

COVERINGS 

HOUSE INSULATION 

INSULATING BRICK 

PHILADELPHIA. PA. Oct. 16, 1933. 

The Suburban Press, 
6100 Ridge Avenue, 
Boxborough, Phila. Pa. 

Gentlemen:-

! am enclosing you herewith six cents (.06) in stamps. 
Will you kindly send me as many copies as you can for this amount 
of the 1burs. oct. 12th edition of your paper. 

Mr. Magee sent me a copy of this issue in reference to 
the Livezey mill, etc. on the Wissahickon and I would like several 
more copies. 

Thanking you tor your kindness, I am 

Yours very 

JRL::ACM-112-Enc. 



I LI. Ho . 15 ~nl'J c-<:ll'"!n uil .ill , 1?15 
pgt~r ~e~htel's ~aper _ill , 1801. 

·_·he oto e chirne.f s::.ac;_ nd ui 18 o1 t ~ ...,!'""'t _t:i .. ~ st~l.L s"j~:nHl-
in oout 18JO feet above ::.n-e J)evil's Pool on 1;r~s.1ei.1 ~;re~Jc is 
tu.c i t.e ot t li?s ;,.nci ~n~ indu trial :pl. n t . 

,.,resllei '1 vr<:!e __ rises in t;pri:n _;field ~o\ nahip an· flo\.:3 
we t ard.ly tor a·ooutf ,o nti a hnl f .ules , pao 1.ng unu .l' •.Ter,n.an~o\il'J 
avenue in '!. .. 'le '7?QO olock, at ~;r"'oheiJ roAd .!Jrivo; and c~o tinuins 
unde~ ~1e •ennsyi vania H'ilroad or1d~e , tlcGullwa street bridge, 
and e."lpti~a into t:1~ i ss:11 .. 1ickon t the l)evil'a pool. 

In Colonial timos t!1er~ was a 1 r e a JOUnt ot' · ter flowin~ 
t ~rou :91 t n·· o z t ·o ~uti t tJ.l d~ll , O!' vaLley, unu u bo u c s.:.x ru.l.La 
\.ere lo · tad on t_ ~ l1 ~1,1~ ·trea1.1. 

un ay 2nd 1604 a warrant waa is·ued ~o Frincia Daniel 
pa toriuG fol' 5?0,) acr~s of l8nd tor in,, t e ,-el.'ll'i 1 .. ·ownshiJ) • 'Chifl 
W<l. divided into 'four vil.L g~s : G':!rlnantown , GrcsL~i 1, som.L.3rhnusen , 
un d crefeld. 

·he villaG"= of vresh~i '! (Kri~sh~i 1 or ureeom.l) V1'16 eust t.o w~::n; , 

ic~ur .,tr.-:oet 'CO Jox.,orou.;;l line(' is:Ja dckon av~l1Ue) n~..~.ct.11 Hl'ld 
aouth , from er_:1iti lnn'!! to r ounj; 11~ ant avenue , and con~a1ned 
1166 acres. 

ur·1e J is';o;:y of Germmtown 11 , by Dr . .. Tanm 11 ~ . :~eyoer , S'tHtea 
th'l t 'G9'7 a eras Oi. ~;!;!'l~ '10 rthern part 0 f' mhi S Vi l.L lg~ \.73 S ovmed by 
Gel' urd Ritt~}lhouse, tll~ yount;~st on of' lillian Ritt.~nhouse , 
Al'leri~a's fi-·st p·perna!::~r . -·atthi s z.~11e. rra n 1 s BU'!.'vey of 1?00, 
loc t':!s 1?5 acr~s o'f t~us tr~c: s belon 1n to Lt rs nraf . 

t;r.s .. 1~L. Ho'd <:!Xis~=-cl as e·1:.·l.f as 1?00 as it is mar:ced as 
run 'i n "= rly p rallel ·;nth Ger .r:~nto't n roud and .::tr;.n"'e t;o ::wy , 
there i e.~. e tnirtQen hous~a ~rawn in t,;l' :Jh~im an one one on 
r: era· nto\ n road . 

In 1'715 .T . Ii. Sprog~l conveyed to renry Sellen 1 o acr~a of 
land at 1;.n.o w~a t~~~ part of t..'le trtH;t , ~hrour;h which t;!.ie Cr"!eheirn 
cr .e < run , rmd i ~ "' otbei.· d'?eu of 171'7 , He ry Sellen i m.nr.ioned 
a ai~ A an oi l miller, eo he must htaVe bu.l!:ht the m.i 11 nbo ut 1'715 , 
tlia 'o~ing ~he -:·ir·t 011 LUI. in t ..... e \,ieaahick<>l Vall•~Y. 

"'.ellen also o· .• n~d in 1'733 ~h~ 20 a cr ~s u=Jon 1.1licJl the Livezey 
mill w a built i n 1746. 

tel<:'! oil miLLs groun.l t 1~ uil tro1~ ell:: tl:..~x or lil1a~~~d. Oonsid­
era'bl~ fl x W<.ts then grown ,i'l'l ~;ernm-,town and. ox1JoJ.'oue}l, 'fro.!l 
\7hich 'the l1ousewiv-:!s spu ver.> tine qu·:tlity of linen~ for 
clo t.h. 

O'• "t eti tlCl ot the property t .. :o ... ··ellen to .!;'et~r J:)ec ... ~<;e ... 
runs · s fo llo•. 1? 35 sell~"'' 5 .a cr~s · od o i 1 l"'!i l.L to , a ~":.h1· s 

e ver; 1?41 !.O • Ear~nstine ; 1'76~ to ,Jocob. ice (af~n· 'hose 
f uly icetown ia ~HHJ.ed) 1'7?3 pet·~r ubicar~; 1?83 JUlius KUper; 
1?92 J oua .. han and :'1ltuo Yerke5 ; 1'793 icha~l J3il1Leyer , t.1e \ell 
kno\ n rinter of Ger.nan:own , w •• o erected a grist rni 1 on the 
property . In 1801 nil .L!.~.yer aold the tt.·o miLLs ~o P~~~r Be~lnel , sr. 
a papar m ker 1117o I.o\ er ·rerion , and lle ·~hanged th~ mills in t.o 
pl~nt ~or ma~in p.~~r . . 

Petel' .sec!ltel , br ., \Vas I ·oeli ;ve , d.eac~nded ~ron John Creol·ge 
Bechtel , \Tho settled i 1'7,t3 ne r Potts Gr. ve , now JJott:Jtoun , ..l:'a • 

e c nnot prov~ ~ at peter eve:- o n~d a pnp r aill in !,0\.er ::erion 
1mt in 1 '798 he purchased 13 acr~s t er"= next ·co Jo bn Righ t~r , 
upon .. 1ir:h Jon~:tth9n obesorl "ouilt £1 plper mill . n~ po3si'0ly was 
employ d in ~n t mill • 

.oUS.lrod. I . nagy , .Jr ., of ~enneesee , who i· inter':!sted i n 
\Ut~I·. ;.lrks , ·,rut~s ~:wt. ~ 11 san o1a. d:edof :Phil dBl:!f!Ua 1Nun~y, 
in' llich app•~11rs t:1= \.'1t.::l~.u·1r.te of J . obeson , and ,,}:m ~ looks like a 
oheep . 

.-:oter ar:ht-=1 '')r , 1 Op •Tatod thiS p p.r l!lill I l1d <'lfter 181? the 



--
.\lPP~-· pa·l.)-er 11i 11 · lso , .,,hi ch h d i>c~n ~he ~ nci e:nt ( 1'1 00) Gerhurd 
Rit ::..o hous-e grist !'lill and l at-er o~~ __ P. the .Tosep .. carr cotton 
facto i~s . 

.=--ter ier-1 e.., '"'r . di"'d. t tLl~ :nill i ·- nrch of 1838 . :Hi s son , 
P"= t-e r echtel Jr ., c ... ~ i n'Uo po aseEtsion of c:1e paper mi:-..1 And 
marr i e ~:a rgor~t lex :Iortte:r: , d· '.:r·t~r of Jac~b :Hortt~r Jr and 
Ann Rex 1:o rtter, o ·r t;ll"'st·out Bill. In ·~ a rvey of 18:S3 ~he pnl):!r 
z~ill i s given as a subct'1l,~iall t\ o n1• 0"1 • ha l f story bu~ldi ng on 
]'Jnper •. ill Road -r.hn t ran f:!'id!: i nto Lev-:rina' s · ill .!'O<.~d , near 
Allen ' s lane. In the o~j~er di rection it r an f OJ. t.e m:il.L nox·th to 
nr ~ ::J.leim J.'O d ne :r 1rhere th"l c C& llU: .. stre~3 t br:l d~e no•.; cro · sea the 
cr~ek. 

pet~r Bechr.el Jr di =a i n 184 2 a t ~~e age of t5 years , una for 
u t.ime 1 ogan ~ Thompson , p· per dealero i n .!:'hi 1 delpl.i , eo l c:. -;11e 
pro iucts O" thP. l!li 11. Lu te:t· t'le.f wer~ ;:.he uwners of tlle ai ll un t:ll 
fter 1852. 

~he ~~chtP.l f a.Jily wa o u l ar ge one, ~nd i n a d~ed ,Jf 1839 we 
fi nd th~s~ who weri'J p:::~poer m~lkera: J <.. co·o, Henry 11. , ,l'aul I., 
Joseph • , Willi nJn · nd G~ol\~e Jje~h 7-el. 

The o J./' one we -•re in~ereat~d J.n is pec•?l' Jr ' o soY~ , ,rucob 
Hortter .!3echtel , born i 11 1822, who was enployed t th~ t 1->~ of 1'7 
tc:D the pap~r mi ll u'1d a l..,o :1 11 t e .t:uil del!) .1. oftic~ of IIJ)gan 
T"nompson . 

In october of 1839 ll~ a:cu_ ted hi very i nt resti .o..) (uary , no\: in 
"';_P oso~ssion of :his son , 'l'h·:wdore A. Becht~l , o~ Rox'borou;h . The 
d i a r y is benutit'ul.l.y wrJ. tten tor a young boy , ·nd he il.L'..l tra t ea 
i 't wdvth Htr":oU~ 30 htunourous dr awings i n ~olor~d inlcs . Tl .. e bo ok of 
289 lt.~r~e paaea is d.ettic t ::d to h l a bro f'he.l, rteorg~ Hurt-.~ = .oe<~llt.~l. 

Un der d·tte ot u anunry 4th an.1 :)r;!l 1840, lle drew " pict.ur P. of 
tile gr'=a t water whee l co v~red with ice . It i 1 mDIXJUt of courae an 
overnhot vrheel . At on: s i de ot ~H \heelPatller .JY?Cht -: l roay be 
aeen wi~h a hatchet cu •~i 1g 1 ce away , and at ~he oJner s iae an iron 
pipe f co ~ the oo li er i s 'iorci Yl , ... t ~an o-.rer t-1~ Wheel to thnw l t 
out. 

Janu<-~ry 28";n 1840 "At t~ndt3'l c·1ur~:1 . :.:'he ~er on \ ac ~specJ. l.Ly 
for tll~ youn., n~~?n , ou't so !lany -.:o ;r:t '!n ,,e:~ ;)r'3~ent :r.l0'3'; of ~he 
men , includi ncl tilysel'f , lnd to otand." 

rl·e u . 1st 18,10 : " This ~v~nin~ l took j)H saa eon !i!1~ jji f.S :-; l,~igh 
ond nrrJ.V€d i n tre:t•llnl1'!.0'.)1 , lno• t ~ ruRh-~d .. :o dent ... oy th·~ nu11ber (23) 
\ho had r.o f l.nd room o· t'our G~it, ,o.Lc.un~ 4 _:>~r aone euc.1.1 . le:l g_ J.n g 
u ~l~ .ht;,tul . " 

.ay 1 6!.:1 18'1:0 : On 'tillS dat~ t.O~ UJ.arJ.St ma-e ti goO<l d t&\7ll"l(J of 
the .t1echtel ho._e n-:a r tne rnil.l . .tt~ h.i • o ~ 1·eac 1 1 o .e unhl .ni.u.night 
and :·i ndi , t.l e nouse lo t!kea up , no i ssi o•m en~~ring a t 1lird st.ory 
\ nuo\. t'rom t.ll-:: root of lo er floors . 

•ay 3lut 1840: He and h i s brother, ueorge , i n ::.h~ eveni r1 en't 
uo1n t!l~ cr ae.« ana. drew l n reu , olue Y'tl olacK : nd red i nk , an 
attrac 'i ,~sketch 01 tl'le .Jjecl .. t ~l d\~ E"· .Ling and p<.~ ~r l!lill . The 
G!'J.Ok "1 '=' 't 'J c.K \V & s t..uen all. uri ck, but 1 t muet lu1ve o~en rebui 1 t 
l ater ·1s th~ :Jtack tilere at the p~.,sent tima i s of atone and at 
l aaat 5) feet h i gh . 

J Un e 1 5 t l1 18'.t0 .u r. l arge rnee t ~. • ot \l•ige tooc p l c~ at t he 
S t a t.:: . 0 US::! , Up\7ard 0 t' ten ~:10 u s and a"; ~.er 11~:1 . Bver.{ ~Hing 5~8! 13 

to o~ for }iarr i son, lo u c ttbJ. n b r <:::a t :n. J , • arJ. ci u.::r ou~ cone, 
Tippecanoe c a nes and handk~rchiefsn . The::e -l'= guv~ d.r ,minga o:f 
th~se po li tical c .paign emblems . , . 

June 21st 1840: '' At~enJ.~d n.race c· ... Ul'Ch uhero h~aru tine smae 
preacher ;;nd t e ""mne s"3nnon t l"la 'lj I h~F~rd four weeks f~go a t 
Chri at Chu:r ch ." 

June 24tl1 18't.0 : "I att-;nded c1 l'l~eti 11e; of J ori!'lOns op:po r.: J. •;e 
our house and afte .. t.he mee tin , \Vas over I stopp·~d to r>pculc 
\;i th an old s c ho olmat~ who h d join ed ~hern." 



Jul.Y' 3rd 1840: 11Af t~r supp~r ue "oegan to set uff our f i re\;orks , 
rocketo , ~t0. At l.l o'clock \.re.disr.lis~ed u l arge bnllool"l~ The 
dravi n~ shows tne t .. o "oro r.hers on a foot bridge over Creshein 
Cr-"').K , tJith th~ 'balloon and a new moon i n tlle sky . 

~ ~"l t . 20 ~h 1840. 11Bro ther Georee and I wal.K~d to Roxboroueh; 
~ henvy wind and rainstorn ovort0ok ua; w~ u~nt in-.;o a f art!l 
house until evening. Tney louned us a lantern as it WYS pitch 
dark~ The dr wing shO\'lS ;;he "ooys 1;:i th the lantern appronchillg 
the Lisaey covero9 bridg~ . At th t ~i!.e the bridge \•&S only one 
year old , as i t was ·oui 1 t i n 18 39 . 

october 4th 1840 "A":.t3nde d. 01lurch in Hox·oorou :h. The nev. !!r . 
s • .1. Dum3tead p:'eech~d." (Thi:3 preacLer aa t.te :fat11e:r of -che 
autho r of 11 T-1e Riv~--rsons 11 , a rormmtic !3 t.ory a·"' tJ ... e P.ittel house 
fa.til~r · nd the gris-e mill at t.'-"le old Red nover-:d f3hurs lane 
bri d~.>e . ) 

oct l!) ber 13-ch 1840 . 11 T!1e grl!!at electior1 corarnenced and con"';inued 
until midni ght; .tn-3 turbulen~ spirit is such th<lt p~rsona had 1;o 
tigh~ their \'iHY to ~he o~,1lo't boxes . (~h13 ·finnl r~ault Wrt!;! 

Uurris011 234 ' v an Buren 60 . ) II 
october 30th 1840: ''About ::nidni,.)n che Jittrl~iaoJl he<.1dquu::r tP.ru 

'• ere a tli eked ·oy u gong of rowdiea und ul.z.1os t to:tn -co pi~ces ." 
Januury 21st 1842: Hie fa th~r, pe t~r )3ech•sl, Jr di -:d after u 

nhort illneee . Th<? ·boy diuris t gav e u dl'aWil1g of ttle scene; such 
· s e see i:n so nl::lnynold printa , o·f t.:e family i n r.;r~Ht distress 
ga ther~d aro'" d the bedGi de . 

Jacob Bec •. tel , i n llis di ary , prov~des us '\ith int~r.:::ating 
descriptions of visits to Girsrd Collage, tlle ACH<lez.y of KHtUrlil 
ciences, the 'old Fr~mk1in IrJsti1;ute , L ure1 Hill Ce!.'le"bery , und 

Chinese 1 useum , nin t:J y~ars ago , when these pl· ceG \ere eo 
different from wh:1 t u.ey are today. 

one of the quair1t dr~nings pictures u visit , witll !'..is little 
sister, to Girard College , in June 2n•l 1842 , of ,,hich he said, "And 
t kin "Si af'' by th~ ht3no.. we jogged along. We arri ved at GirHrd 
Col e~_;,e , 'Si ss ' w~s tiredund perceivins u swing ''hen' end 
£SO't to the 3rd story under the roof , wirhod r..e to give her a swing , 
\/l ich I did and sh"? ap,)eRr~d to ~}1joy i t hi t..:.hly. 1' 

.Befo rP. leavi n the suoj~11t ot' the l'1iary we nn"'t stHt~ thwc 
Jncob Bechtel wae a very bro· d- mind"! chure'"n)goP.r . I,e rauc;t have 
C1 t":.ended. every chu:.:ch of every denomination in pl~il clelpllif:l county . 
Jere a re a f~w of his notes : "T he church wna p~1ck.:od to thP. uoora . 
I hud to at nu. •rhP. seatc wer -"" all occupi ed . Tllis tnorni11g I u ~tended 
Christ Churcl~; il1 the aft-:!rnoon St . Jotm ' a catholic Church; Clnu iln 
the evering ..Jr •• .Aloert :Barn~a • 1st presbyterian , t:.lle nerLons 
r;ere all excel.le:nt and th~ a ttendsnces l a rge. 

Ho¥7 let us retu1 n t0 PP. ter Becht<el Jr' a paper 1nill . Hogan t. 
Thompson continued ~he paper mill tor many years , bui; in 1871 the 
mill belongad to Joseph Hill . 

Samuel F . Houston , of Cheatnut 1' ~ll , inforns !.'le t.har. h is fa tl.el' 
thP 1 te H . H . Houston , bougbt tne proper~J f!"o. t:.!le G~orge 
Hill Estate and a man nam~d Keely renodeled it s u yaper mill , 
sup~lyine Bucham:n ~ Company , near 5th and !.arket streets , v.i~h 
vJha t · e ca~l todu.1 , building papP.r·. 

It i s due mo~t ent:tr-el,Y' to t.c1'<~ Houeton fa!!lily tho~ today t.1e 
v•lley of creshei:'1 cre~k , fro1 the \ isaa:uckon to Ger:aantown 
uvenue , a di stA n-:e of nea1·ly J. o .Jiles , ~is 'todny vne of 
the ltloot .CO!uant ic spo !iS in tne Wisahick0n r~gio n of Fai.rmo .... nt )?ark. 



About 1834 one of the relativ~s of pet~r Rob~son made a black 
and white sk~tch froJ'l the :Uontgom~ry Cuun ty aide of the schuylkill, 
of the moutll of the 'dissahickon creak , showir1g the Roxburough J~rill, 
the lo ng t:t :r,>proach and wooden "t:>ridge of the ,.,hiladelphi • Gernantown 
and :;ori i stown Railroad. 7o the l~ft is shown !!ilverton with seven 
of the Lee (or Lea) children o n the porch. 

On August 13th 1862 the Robeson !!ill "i'aG dest11oyed by fire. At 
th<:! time it was owned by Andr~w ~~obeaon 4th, and rented to John and 
James Dobson • who were makin bl·1e woolen cloth for the soldiers of 
the Union Army. Ahortly after this JD••oKX the nobsons purchased 
the prop"3r t y and erect~d a larg e modem a tone wool~n mill. It was 
in the cent1e of the pr~a~nt Wissahiokon Drive a few fe et a boe the 
Ringe road. 

In 1869 the ci +.,y pu-rchased for 7ai rnount park all of the l and 
through whi ch t i1 e ''ieaahickon flowed, and reuov Jd the Dobson :~ill. 

Fort..mately the Roxborough mill Tias left standing as a re:r.1inder 
o f ~1e early industries and Colon~al days. 

In clo si"lg l<:!t us refer again to th~ glori?s of the Robeson 
Mansion ( Barnett's Garden) and the sup~rbly design<:!d railroad brbdge. 

It is V<:!ry pro bHble that a dw-ellin~ waa er~c ted on ~ll~ ul. 'e O.L 

~one present Robeson l(anaion (:aarnett• s Garden) as early aa 1689---a 
deed of that year m~ntionin~ a DU1~41ng, grist mill and saw mill. 
A d.welli ng is again mention·~d i 11 d~t:l · i:l o-r l'/,)3 , and 1733. scull 
and •eaps' map of ttat: 1750 gi79 th<2 positioi1 of the dnelling as 
just oelow tne c{tbeson _Lill. The House is also mentioll'ed in many 
other de~ds down to t11e present time. 

~-tno tller descentant ot· ;Jeter Robeson dr-3w a oJ. ack ana. white 
s.Kectil of t11e grist mill and .Ho be son Pli*P Kanoio n about 1834, 
l.D tront of tne dwe1li 1'1 g i e passing a vonestoga wagon nn<1 to the 
left is a large oa.!C tree. ~'Or over 150 years cany oi' tne nob~son 
la!Dily were born, liV' "-C1 a"'lcl diea. in tne o~a. hoi:lestead. 

1.n the ear~y l 8'70e •r· and .u.rs._. J&rnes wbson r e sided there. 
1 twa s afterward sold and co ., di.ll1t~d as "'rhe Highbridge Botel 11 BY 
William Lowa, and it is no\V known as u:saraett•o Garden".(The latter, 
H. F. :Earnett made a fortune selling soft drinks at Willow Grtve 
park in its heydey and we suppose expecto to continu~ bis enterprise 
here at the llmindx:dlhBx mouth of the Wissahickon in :FainnoW'lt park.) 
The dwelling h as been gr~atly added to {principally by porches) and 
moderntllized, bu t the 3rd story and the hip roof are the same as it 
appeared 100 years ago . 

The philadelphia. Germantown and Norristow:n Railroad SI"idge, 
over the ~i ssahickon, was contracted for on september 25th 1833. rhe 
first bridge was completed 'n octo~er 1834. Regula~-~·1xi traffic 
to }.fanayunk began october 20th 18:54. The first locomotive and 
passenger cars started from the 9th and Green streets terminal. 

The account of the fi rat trip, as related in the Gerr.'lantown Tele­
graph, i s aa follows: "Cars at length approached the magnificient 
st ruc ture over the Wi seahickon at Ro,beson• a J:Till. The construction 
of this viaduct in the firm and substantinl m~nner in which it appearo 
to be built is certainly an extraordinary undertaking; and has been 
accompli sh<:!d on a mann~r which has given entire satisfaction to the 
railroad company. Height is about 70 feet above th~ surface of the 
llater • and length 47 3 feet, and cost of construction about $30,000." 

~1e bridge describ~d was of wood, with trellis work frames, on 
the si,les of t he hills ltesting on stone piers. 

An extr~ ct from the annual report of the railroad company,.X. 
on November let 1842, says: "A track of edgerail, supported upon 
continuous bearings of white oak timber has been laid upn the W1asa­
hi cko n Bridge, together with a n~w flo or of hemlo ole planks; and t:ha t 
important structure, about which so much solicitude was felt has 
been greatly strengthened t:>y additional braces, by arChes of white 
pinei:in all the spans, added on tne outside of t he lattice frames 
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Willia111 Ri t ~enhouse, sr., ( 164:4-1708) was born near l!illheiu, and 
in 1678 he wa s a p aper maker in Ameterda~. We firs t learn of hio 
in .Ame <; i ~a in 1687, when he purchased 50 acres of land in Germantown, 
where the Hennoni te Church is now lo Gate d. (below Tulpehocken street, 
on Germantown avenue.) 

He arriv ed with his tVIo eons, Uicholae, (or Clauu or Klase) and 
Garrett( or Gerhard) and also a daughter Elizabeth, who ~arried 
Heivert papen. 

Il"l Neu York City l~ichola e Rittenhouse 1narried Ulhelmina nwwees, 
the sieter ofrWilliam Dewees, who erected the second mill i r1 .AJne1"1ca 
on the Wiesahickon ne ar the Springfield Township line. ~ne marriage 
record states that Nicholas Rittenhouse was '' a young ma n of Arnheim, 
liTing on t h e Delaware rivern. 

In 1689 William penn granted the 446 acres t~ct adjo~ning sumac 
Park on the north, ~o Richard Vickris (or Vicaria) of Chemagua, Eng­
lElnd; a Tid on this lan d the five Ri i tenhouse mills were erected. 

3efo r e the coming of Willi am penn to pennsylvania the land in 
which Roxnorough an d Genrantown are located was occupi ed by t h e Indian 
chiefs, Neneehicken and Malebore. :By treaty of date 14th day of 5th 
month, 1683, Willial;l Penn purchAsed from the ohie:fs all of their 
title a nd interests in the lands betwixt uanaiunk (the schuylkill 
river) and Pemmapecka (pennypack creek) ax& so far a s the bill CAlled 
Cpnshohocken on the River Manaiunk and froL- there by a northwest line 
to the river of pemmapecka. The consideration paid the chiefs was 
160 fathoms of wampum, 15 guns, 15 blankets, 3 gr~at kettles, 
15 small kettles, 16 coats, 15 sbirts, eo yurds duffils, 6 drawing 
knifes, 20 gilete, 7 pairs of shoes, 15 pair of stockings. 15 pair of 
scissors, 31 pounds of pwder, 15 aules, 18 small glasses, 10 boxes, 
6 capps, 3 papers of beads, and a paper of red lead. The treaty was 
with the Lenni-Lenape or Delaware Indian tribe. 

In desori~ing the five Rii*enhouse mills we will number them as 
follows: ~wQXxs (the Robeson and Vandaren Uills being 
U l, 2 3 a nd 4) No. 5 licbolas P.ittenhouee2nd Grist Mill of 1746; 
No6, The William Ri •J tenh )use 2nd Grist 1till before 1772; ~lo. 7 the 
J a cob and Abraham Rittenhouse paper mill before 1760; No. 8 Tha 
William Rittenhouse Sr paper mi.ll of l690(the first paper r.aill on 
the .Ame. ican continent} and No. 9 the Henry Rittenhouse Grist }~ill of 
1751. The numbering is made thuelin the order of their locations 
from t he mo u th of the Wissabickon Creek. 

J~ills Nos. & and 9 were directly on the Wissahickon, while Kos. 
6, 7 and 8 were on paper Mill Run, which was called by the Indians 
"1'ono shone creek". 

In this article we will give only the history of }.{ill No. 8 and 
the Ri ttenbouse dwelling , now on th~ Lincoln Drive n ear Ri ttenhouee 
street. (At a later date we hope to give the hie tory of the other four 
Rittenhouse Uilla) Note by A.V.C. TJ:l.ie information of the other 
mille is to be found in the article which immediately follows this 
one. 

In 1690 samuel carpenter owned a part ·of the Vickris tract and 
20 acres of th1s land he leased for 999 yeara at a yearly rental of 
5 shillings and one peppercorn to Robert ~urner (of sumac park), 
William :Bradford( the first printer of t h e Colonies) Thomas Tress 
and Vlilliat"l Rittenilouse Sr. The agr'.!ement was that they should erect 
a paper mill. 

The 20,acres ran fro m the Wis sahickon cre ..,k in Roxborough 110 
perches to the Geno.antown S&PDr&X Township line(now Wia Guhickon 
avenue) and 35 pe ~rehe on this line, which included both sides of 
pap'.!r Yi 11 Run ( llonsohone creek). 
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1 i 11 No . lo . G~rard( GP.rnard) Ri t te)1}10 use ! i l.l 1700 
p~;er 3~ch~tl•s upper pap~. mill, 1817 . 

l .... at thias Zir.Dnenn<n-:' s n£<p uf 1?00 diugl'tii!ls t ... is mill as a two and 
et hetlf story "tmildin::; j u.et \7:e t of cresl.ieim ro·.d , 'lna. scv.ll • 
He )6 1 map , of 1?51, ~al~ed if; the Cl'nahei .. il ... . 

In Ger.nan:.own ~l1~r.:; vas consid rable confu'"'i.on in thP. gran'tillg 
of land . '..Ch~r~ ' ~r e two co. .i ssionerr.; . one gru bt~d tbi s par ~i cular 
tract o 't land to Ger .~.wrd Ri <; lj~nhouse. Tll~ otb~r g!'H nt~d ~he sane 
tract to Hans Graff , out in 1?15 the l~tter conv~y~Q ~he land ~o 
Ri t tenhouce . 

The tra~t ext~nd~d ov~r u mile and H hulf i'rc>la th~ Roxoorou h 
L1ne (Wi s "'a hi cko n uvenu~} to the f)pri l'lgfield line . 

In early wills ;.nd deeds the nm e is spell~d "Gerar d" , or 
"Ger.nardn , but nis descendants spell-ed i"t "Gnrrett .. . 

Gere:trd Ritt~nbous~ wns the eon of \lillian Rit+;enllouse , nr ., 
nnd w a bol~n in Holland , :n?ar the Gf!rma11 ·border , i)n 16?4 . He lived 
unti:J,. 1?42. He erected his first gl'ist mill uta very e'•rl;y df t, 
about 1 ?00. 

Th~ mill wus sit~.wt~d just below t.h~ pres~11t cC«ll~ street 
bridge over cresheL1 cr~ek , <md t.ne dur '•i..iB be:t\Ben ~ ... '"e 1:rill <..nd 
t1 e bri uge . 

Hie will~ad:J~ed. 1?42 , ami a4 tl1e age of 68 yeurs h-.: records 
that he w· a t:zged =.:md indisposed of body. He bequea:ch~d :.o ~lis 
eldest son , \.illiaL Ri o:.~en~ ouse , al.l of ... ia land sitw. ted 
"north~ s t of tbe lti.gh\vay le ding fro Gerina>,to~.n l;,o rorth '\Yules . 
(rw'l Germ· ntown avenue) . Hie young.,st son , Peter Ri ,;:.enbouse , 
Al d wife Ann , received a life interest in tLe gri s~ mill &nd :.he 
planal(tio n wh~re he th~n lived "in creee:.tem" , fro1:1 ~ G"=r.r1~n ~o\. n 
avenue) to r.he 11KoxooroH •ro\7nahip li1le" . After tne u~C:tti,A of peter 

no. Arm the l and nd 11ills was to paas to Gerard ' a s ix grand 
children. T.ne execu~o1,s account sho,.s tl..ut a t Kmll'lXiain:inxn)Qixnxmdi 
x:n:t:e:mlll'ld:ruc:b.~xl'.mn%nmilxnxil:«Dro;lXlUmP thi. s tit •13 the mill wan rf~nted 
to a tenant . The will is ir1 xx English 'Jnd i n the i nv~nto:..·y 'there 
i a J"lentioned seventeen su<1ll nu tch bo oi<:s . 

~ter Ri ttenhoua~ V/1-JS "oorn ir1 16SH3 IUld died in 1748. n~ livad 
on Germ.antown ro·ld , v~a:. ·;;ide , 11-:!!ll' l oul"lt Airy. 

Wi tld}1 a 'l~n r of pet9r' e d~a th , hi a wido'' , Ann , r.aurri .ed pe~ar 
u~ysler , ana JJ e op-?ru ted ~-l~ rnill for tl.e 1 ·~ii a . 

suaannoh. Rit~nhouse , one of the six gr· }1uc.nildr~n . lll.Hr:r.·ied 
Justua Rtbicmn . Their children conti:nu d th~ old trndi:.ion of 
intermarrying it~l ~h~ ;flamilie6 of nillers : cutharine nurri ;d 
a Scheetz.( the :father of Gen . Henry Scheetz wh: armed t.l'l~ Faruer­
De\ eee- Cleaver mill on :;i.e \,ia ahicko "oelo\. Flourt.o\ln} ; !!'!ra~l·et 
married Jo 1'!1 Gorg~ s 3rd; and Julia rm~rried Benjruni)l Gorgi.." , '"ho in 
18 1? sold this mill (no . 16) to eter Bechtel . 

lo\ \e must dispoa~ of t.1e sl .. !lrae o' tl..e G\O g:r-·ndsons , J·cob 
nd Garrett Ritte:r.l'louse,2l1d. . 

J cob and hio ,·;ife , GU!3annnll , in January 1749 , etch .. ~o L"'\.is 
Stephen , of Fred::rick coun~y . va ., u miller , one quart.er of the 
crist reill tmd 103 acres . The d~cd r!l9l tiono ->'l'int mill , rllill dcuil, 
mill pond , mill ruc9 , 1n.ill :house , b lti mills , n. ouihir.gs , 
purch ,se price 150 .JOUnds . In Dec f 1'7,19/oO ~r::::-et 2nu sold his 
q~~r~~r intar~st to LeWlS st~p~ene l~o for 1~0 poun.c . In 1750 
Le\.io stepl1~ns bo.cro ed 125 pound"' on a ortgag~ on hir.; half 
interest from Thobold Bnd of G~rnnntown , a s~dler. 

In 1??1 the Court was a~ceed :o cont'irJ~ H ne\: l'oud. from uill 
o . 16 eoe":. of creshein Creek co a n-ew grist 1nill just er<ec-c;"=d , 

c·ll d 1·1nkle•B ill , the ro d to be. n nor·t}l paBaing the mill und 
joining puper! il road ·~nd cresJl~in l~oad . A surv<ey oftthe roHd 
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made tne Hill·.le !:lill ne r w ... 1ere tJle penna . h . 'l . B::::-idge nou c17:o aoeo 
ere heim v ·ll"'Y· It also giv~o a vt:ory lon;; •ull r-.ve , run 1ing f.roxn 
tht:o new road nd t:.-: Linlj:l e mill , a~ l east 300 fee~ soutl be~\ P.en 
the cr~ek and th~ no::;, ro ad to creel.ei ni ll lo 16 . 

At a much lHter d:.te t .. ~ du .. !l noove tJ.~ rill r .. uat~ll<•Ye "oetn !ntid. 
nuch hic;l.~r , 1e i n toile 1901J 1a c rr ' s gr~1 t millpond coYerec. ,_:.ll~h 
of t. e lana. t ~OUt;- \rhidl the old r .. ~ll r· ce ran i n 1?'71 . 

Ann Heysl~r , ~Le ,, i doo; of peter Ri~ tenllouoe '\as still livi ng i }l 
1?61, an her ..tmsnand. pet~r He,,a er, D co n~i·1u-=d ~o rlm t .... ~ 'P.lill . 
Fro.l thi o date unti 1 1 ?82 t. P.!' e are 1aany heirs i n teres ~~d i :n '!J.e 
other hulf of t.i1.e rni 11. 

l!ary , one of tLe d.uughtero o'f J>e~er Ritte tll4tuee , mu:-r i ed Lewi s 
stephens , l"'0\7 of st~phenoiJurg I Virginiu . r,lle i nhe ri ted aile eighth 
of the mill and 103 acres of l nd. 

Qn OCtober 14tfi 1??8 , S t.ephel'lG Blid hio \.ife , •ru rJ , s eld fi ve­
eighths of t:.h~ prop~rty ~o rsaa e znn~ , i l~omtlast~r , of J:url"bor,,u{~h 
Iron Works , Fr-=deri ck CoU11ty , Vi rginit-1 , for 1000 poundo . Zr> ne muBt 
huve oecured the o ~her thr ~9- ei g:1 t h s , lS On ]'ebruHry 9th 1 ?82 he 
sold to Juco"o Golaing"?r , urai . .Jt;r of Ch.,.lt<=>nhma •rownshi;)', for 829 
p undo . Th~ miJl nnd 50-fr acr"'s l cand of l ate Peter Rit te.,house 
cal l "' d u the mill t r act" wi'.~h all rni 11a a nd mi 11 :cigh to . 

In 1?83 Jucob Gomi l1£$P.r v;aa aseeaG~d for t-~ g.t'is·~ mill and 52 
a creo . on Feoruary 9th 18?1 "an"' sold "to .TE~cob :r.,ash , G~nun'town 
p 'Owder .aker , 13 a ergs i n Cr9sheiu, part of 1·1 te Peter Ri tte:nho use ' a 
mill tract , wi~!l pri'Vlilegea of 1"0' d up cr~sh9Ln creek thl·oueh zune • a 
ot er l and 'to pe "?r :Rub.J.C'im • a Oil J:i l lroad , to oe l aid ou~ l oter . 
~ I1'? 1??4 JHcob I/.lsh (or Lo sh) WHS taxed .:·or !.ne powd~r r ill 
and l Ot acros . '.:'his lo't w a on tb~ :~oxoo~ou~.J lin~ (Wi ssahickon 

) t' • , . 11 ':T 15 uvenue sou- o .• ~ ~lio , • 
T.:J.e mi lls we ~e so clos~ 'togetner on Cr~sheim cr ~~k tna t r. .. e 

ill ro of~en h~1d :1 conferon~e or brou · ~ suit , eo oj.1.a'":. one could ' 
not r a i se th'3 • oi ;.."1. t ot lJi "' dam , thus cuvtiJ g o -:.· th~ \a ter po\.er 
f ro.n •Jhe o 1;her s . 

J u cob Gomi n ;"=r , Will i am Wilson find Jonn Hi k Jrd set tl~d theil' 
troubles i n 4;.lis w·1J : 11\lill iHm \lil on ' l3 lir oent. \at~r ,,i~.eel ~o 
be 2 i ncheo lo ng~r . "t .... ~o ear .e 2 i nchea nearer c.h~ flu or H t 
bo tltom than originally. T>~ upp13r aide of t.l~ top s ill oi' ses i <l 
1i 11 dlu:i to be 1 ev~lle d 1/4 1 nch lov;er than a o..r-:!<1 !:.i n mHrk ":.o be 
m~de \Ji ~han au.~ur h lb le in rock north\';eut e i cie of oame , tHe c}tm ere 
to be the l1ei gh t of said mi 11 dmn , u :r1d to reran in forever. A1 oo 
agr o:ed tna t the c;.dd 'ocJnks l'l.c-Jll not be l ~oo tJ.wn 22 fe'3t i >• C!d3e 
of hi h .l:lt"'r ." 

on Sep te..nber 1, 180J, Ju cob Gominger sold to ~3enj<-nni n G:Orga o , 
o-r Germantown , for 2225 pounds , a ctone d\lelling , g::ist l!lill and 
four pi ~ces of l and . 

Go •• in _er Lust :1av~ gr~atly i.nproved tlle prop"!::tyas t!1e pri 0e 
paid was a l 11 r ee on~ for this time . 

After ur~has±ns Gorgas conv~rt«l the .ill tin i n~o a pap~r 
mill and o n April 1st 181'7, he and h i s wife , .Tulia solei the l and 
and apor mi 11 fo1· 9100 to peter B-echtel, sr . , pap~r m~k~ ::- also 
o,m~r of the lo· .. ~r pap~r mill (No . 1 5) 

Tlle Rickn r a. L i ll , upstream , "as then 0\.neu. by \.'illiam \,iloon , 
· nd i n 181? was I)Clvi d Hi nkle • a 1 rie~ mill . 

Peter B~~ht~ •3r died i n ra r0h 18;.38, and o n 11.pr il ' i th 1839 
ni s wi dow , }.urgaret (nor t ... er) sold to .To aenh curl' , o-: Roxboro ugh 
the :papt:or mi. 11 ~p1d ·ei ve lo ts of l·:n d for $6000 , euoj '9C t. ·~o H 

rnortgag~ . Joseph carr c;umged the buildiJlga i rlto u cotton raill . 
T .. l~re i s a Itnp ot Ro.,;:boroUlP · nd Ger1nantown dated 1851, i n the 

}'r ee LibrAry , o:n t 1~ Fr i.:tnkli n p 1rk' ay , and aro u'l1 ... ":.h'3 s i des \hich 
t orn the frame are illust:-a !:;ion s of old l'H'ld.mar .. fl , one o..., wi'..idl i s 
a lov""'lY ake'\cli of tl1~ o !.lill m1rk~d "l.,l Ews·lnt 1 ills , creshei m, 
Joaeuh ca r1· • .rrour.l~to:-•• . 'l.'llr mill bui l c.i nc,s · rP. sLon1 w:i.th a . . 
1 rg~ U\.elli • :, . 



t e possess fi11e i 11 us ~ra t1ons of thi ~ mi 11 S."'Wing t .... e ~uins, i n 
the 1 st only .... ~ gr~at wa te.r \·he~l ie 1 ft st· nding. Al t.10ugh 
t1ere was no pnp~r mill n~re ~ntil &ft~~ 1800, one print st·tea: 

t e p~pPr UGed in pri1tin th D~cla~ tion of Independence 
den . A po stcord eno\.ing th':! \~h~~l una :p· :r t of 'tn~ dum j u ~ 
t1 e ccallu:. -:: tr~~t -qridge reacls: 11Bl 11ketc:- \':e::-e m-d.; l ere 

duri t e Civil \ttr . 11 

About t enty y 1- a ;,O we took a p1..o togr 1':1 of carr • s millpond 
which mu"t have cover·~d s~ver 1 acres and was f ~o:-i:e :Skating 
pl ce for p rsons residing i ~e lon lity. 

e believe tk~ 1 oj.tsto is t te purch ..,ed t e p i10!J .r":.y before 
it p sed into t:.O-:? possession o" tL.~ purk Corruaiasion"=!rs . 



Uill No . 1'7 : John Gorgas ~,ulliYltS ~..i 11 on vresheill creek. 

This mill as northvaet ot· the old Gerhard Ri t•el:'llui> u e e mill 
m i ch ~ a deacri b~d last \1 eeK . 

It stood u on~ very in:ereoti1 p·rcel of la1 ~ , : i rst granted 
to the Frunkford I;.:.!ld Cv!":lpa J 'h=.ch \a formed by· .;.:-oup of 
purcl..asers f.ro.-: Fr· nkfor~ .... o-n- the- ::...ain, Gerr!lany . :i!,rl:lncis l)P.niel 
Pa torius was the s~llin.,. agent for t .1~ Company , but in 1?00 th.r •e 
o t er agents were ap oJ.mt()d nd pnatoriuG resic;ned . 't'l;Ie n two of 
these ae;enta refused to act and one , D. Fa lckner , cui d :;o oe a 
very unprinr.ipled !!l'Jn , ,,as opnointed aole agent . H~ sold t. e lund 
eti 11 i.n t. e h .nds of tiu c 3pa ny to .T . li . Spro .:.gell . 

·uny of th~ e t tl<?rs of '1erm :nto'.'lt'l 'ere -~~ry uncertt.li 11 of the 
titles to ~heir properties , ··o a frie:tldly cuit was brouc;h't agoinst 
Sproegell , to teot t~1J ~itle , a 1d the Court clecid~d in his f; vor . 

'lJ. e firs-:. record \ e h<:!V-3 of .To} n Go rg· s sr. reei C.i ..,g in Gel• ­
mr.mto\m , is in 1709 , when i-:.i s n·:~me uppe rs \;i th many o ~~1ers us 
b~ing naturalized : T1~io wns done .. .o give C.Llem t ... 1e ri _,llt to llold 
and enjoy lnnd and plnntu t i ona in t.le Provinoe . 

'I!i.1.e log church of th~ .. ennoni t~a , 011 Germtlnto\:n road , wu G built 
bout trtis s~n"' year , ond Joh 11nes 3wmxw Gorgns W& one of ~l...e 

early m •.. b~ro . Wil..Lia.l'! Rit .... enhouce , the fi!'St puper .:w~<:er of tL~ 
COltO!li"'S , the grandfat::Pr of vO!'{i!;1G ' \dfe , \US ":.h~ preaJl...~r . 

J . H . sp:-...~oegell sold a truct of lancl in Cr-"!3hei .l to Lud-..ick 
c. Sproe ell u 1-.. i 1 rllci h-9 oold to P . c. Zirmn.e::man 3) ucres ,,ith l:l 

\. elling th~:eo 1 . In 1'7 25 Zirnm-erm~n ;;)o lu to John Go~a s Sr . , a 
skin drecser , .. : ~ lar-d and house . 

A akin dresqo:or ;: sa t nner . AJl inventory of hi ~s:.nte 

included 3? dress~d buck skins and oever 1 deer ekinD . 
ln 171:; G l:f; ~ b•)\lQut , ~.i"tl1 his f thcT- in-1 ~ . • :~ichulna Ri t'te1.1-

houee ana. t\7o oth~rc , the paper mill o"' \7illi'!Cl De\lees , on the 
.issahickon . near Ci o;.y Line . He ouil~ , be"t\ een 1'125 unu 1'/41 t e 
fullin r'1ill (ro . 17) which \l'S upon 1 :nci on .-h'! sou-t:..w¢so/; siJe of 
Creohein roud , ne· r where the : ocallium alire~t bridg, pUGSt~S OVfn• 

thn creek . It was . ver.1 narroH triiJ of 1·1 n fro:1 t_.e Rux"o:;rou.;}.L 
line over a mile -p· o"':. creshei n roud t'lnd only :...05 feet l one;+ 

In J.72o \1J.J.iu:.n neween and hoe ~lB!lU"' ctured u imit~tion o1' 
e:tsBeo Gkin ])ap~r, fro ... 1.1 sp~'Jieo of ro tt.;n ctone , .... or m~mor mdur.t 
books , ,~. inh "'swell executed . Joel !!unsell , in his "Histol·y of 
Jetper Hking" , st·lt.es thnt this ut !3 tlle t.1ircl pH!>>:!r mill in "the 
Colonies . 

\le believ.::> :.his 1:ll.ll \·as o t.1e aa.n(!l t.cnct of lon1 , i f no~ the 
s me p p'er mill . nhich \lilliam J)eweea erer.ted in 1710 and sold in 
1713 . 

]
1ronk J. Keeley , cons~rv· tor of th~ • iner oloay section of ~he 

Acljde .'f of ra tura 1 t;ci ences , tells !_P tJ1 t he beli ~v::> -;:1.,. ro t t~n 
e tone use to mak~ t.l. ~ p per \ ·.a a ep""ci s o-r fe ldopttr c 11 ed 
ntllophyllite , a stratcof ':hich rock cropG out on tl.~ l~illa c-" 1e 

· iea·} ickol'"~ i n t:h:! Cr _s.neil'l district. 
Jo n Gorgos Sr ., died i 1741 , le vi · to • is ~.u:-ee son , 

J cob , · clockm ker ; nenja~in , o paper m ker , bot. o~ ~'nc .n~ ~; 
nd 7o ep, uho b~.1il':. tLe on otery o iec .. en's 1 ,.,_ , :.be fullill 

1 i 11 . 
,..fo ... ·~ 1 ?66 Jo eep:1. G-orc;· s pur ~h sed his b:ri ~ller' ' ~ ... ,..ureo in t.1c 

prop"'rty . 
The ful i 11g til otood upon u a~t1all ~..ra ml of a. acr ~ ~ nd 35 

perches . It w· e a very e.1all .nill •~2 , in 1'166, it was Vi;i:::..ued \,i'l;h 
e land at onlJ 105 pounds . 

Joot!:ph Gorc;us di-:!d i r' l'76G , lenving lli \ife , Julia , but no 
i osue . We do not find <:-.he mill !n~ntiol1ed UR'li'1 · f~er th-:! d~. tl ... of 
Joseph , SO IJU pOG~ it \"/aE rliemantl~d . 



l'ill No . ld . John c rr d Grist l'ill , 1?<39 . 

Tn<e next indu ":.:-y on cr~a ... 1ei.. Cr ~e.c u"oo ve t:he GO':r/5 s ::111 
w s Grint. ill No . 18 , of Jolll1 Conra~l , o:n ul1it'!h duch ere~~ivn 
st rt ... d i"' 1?69 . 

It \ s n~a::c \!: .,re ~h~ p~nnsyl vaniu Ru i lroad l":Ldge 11ow paso-eo 
over t.1e ;r.,s·l~i valley . 

Before 1?00 corn~lius ,....evi:c~ O''n-ed '75 ac:.· sin t. p village of 
cr~s.ei.. , 'bed ilin, at th~ pri:ngfi,.ld- Gerl.i.O:ntow:n bouniury line , 

nd ::::unni n., over 3500 f.,e t so t~i1u-ec t alor~_, I"erwnid lan~ to ~h~ 
mi 1 J. hm s o .,. (}!;:! r~1u rd Ri '" ti~mho use . 

I n l'll:J sevirt sold t-.:1~ tr·f!t : o Jo~ conr d nr ., \}1o d::.""d in 
1?56 •aillin t;!le property to his son , Jo1 Conr· !.l Jr . Thi 1· tter 
p"'rso s di~d in 1'769 , t 1.hich til,!·~ a W'l":.e_· gr1st till W<."' ·oeing 
er ~ +:,P d on 10~ Acree of land . Jhon Jr'o wido\. , Bnrb ru , i.:> 1?'10 
sold tl e .., a ter ~ris::. .. ill to \ i l.Lia.J Leverin , of ~.ox·oorou h . Il'l 
th'3 .... a1 e year Le·;erinl;;o sold on-e- .. lf interest in t£ .. ~ pla ~~e to John 
Hinkle. 

They m de a petition i 1'7?1 to "t~.e ~ourt, s tatin tn t t.~ere 

w :no ro ad to t:he :ne\ mill(e::~~c~d by l:i kl"') and requ steu !hu't 
such ~ road s.1ould be l a id ou~ . It WtH~ to be Hli 11 L11 ahaped rot-~d 
r n ing nor~Least f~o.! ill no . 16 , -:. .• -., no.r~Jl -;o ~ .. e ne\v r.iill 

no. conne-::tin ..... ,,i tb t .• "' cres 1ei . -~.o u. . 
It v.a ogr~ed t~at tJ.liS nill arL · i .LHlll Holgnte•s :raill , above , 

should have e'iu·l ,,a t"'r ri · .. to of r. •• ~ \.uters o f t.le crasheim CrPel:. 
In 1??• Leveri g l1 Hin .le sold til~ .. ill to Jo .. n Hi tten.1ouoe 

( 1?42- 1?96) tne deed stating that \o'l ~er grist r.ill wa t en 
cortl lt!>t.od 11d" lso i:n~lud.es mill dm:1 , 1. i:i.l rnc::e and for~b1yu ' 

John Ri t ton.'-1 use \7 s u bro t lei: of , ichol s Hi ttenhou e J:;:-.; 
\ illia Ritte !louse Z,rd; Jacob Bi·tte~,hJuae ; Abrah:an Rittenhouse 
a:nd re .·y Ritt~l"ll"louse , t1e Hell- no\m :nill·~·;:-s of pnpeT J!ill Run 
(or Lo:nsohone Cr"'oC.) in the· i~na ic:wn v lley. 

Jo n it te'Ylbous~ , i 1'78a, s ld th~ eri st mill for 900 pounds 
to \ illia.n \ ilson , o-"' Ger ~ ntown , a ijli lJ~r . In 1?83 'ilson wao 
t·,xed -for t I"' grist. mill ~nd l·md . 

A-t:.· s ""riff-!.s sal"' i""~ 1?88 Jolll'l Ri(::ka:::-u of .... ono!;gom~?r:· Co'lnty , 
purch ~d the urop~rty 'fo-:- 6? 5 pound<> , de~eri b .d , a f<> llo .... : "A 
large t\<Q.S ".ory ston-e 1necsu ge and ,. 1ter grist mill land iJ ~er111 n ­
to\n , co::cn.rof· . Holgate's fulli1 r.illlnnd o t.he 1· ~e PP.ter 
Rittenlouse 1 o l nd , 10~ acres . " 

In 1804 Jo n Ric:~· rd sold ~o Jos.'lU~l. F:ullow<=>ll , ,.ho i~ 1809 
tr l1"'fer"'d ~ '-" orist. or mer'! 1 1t mill wit} ? cr~s fo:c ~:~<JOO to 

vid }-in:·l . 
John a ..Jo. 'Vlid } in.Kle in 1863 Gold t'.e pro1> "'r i.J to 'ran~e 

Brat ~ra , \ho estrtbl i Jed h~1·e t:l~ir ca;-p"t aJll ... dy~ nill ; they 
h viT' '"old t.t .. -=ir forr:~ r .nillo {no. 19) o n tl ... ~ 'es .. side o-~ Germnn­
to\' n nv,.nue. 



--
Hi 11 ... ~o • 19 : conrad- -} olg t.D P...tllin~ ~ill . 

If you lo o o\ n Cr ~sh<>i Croee.'< fro t.1~ ·oriug"' over German::o\ 11 
avenuP.(in t c:! ?7)0 -·lo ~ ·) j wt belo\ cr.oollci. ro •.: Dri-re , you \.'111 
abt· inu most b":!· uti-f\ .. 1 vi~\ of th"' s_ylv. 11 ell 1 1~:-e ~his "fullint. 
mill o er~ct~d before t ~ Revolution. 

It w s upon the sa ~ 7::J aeres u.., ill ··o . 18 occilpi~d · nd 
belen ed , i n 1?00 , ~o coDn~liu sevirt . 

l XII 1?19 1 t w a t ... e prop r tJ of Johl1 Conr d Sr ., '·-10 ui.od in 
1?56 , n tl e mill is ·"ir"'.., 1<!tL.ion~d. It ~o t< in _d 33 acreo 

nd i 1?89 John Con:r d Jr .... a t x~d 4'or t ~ f~;.lli:l,; mill . 
In 1??0 Barb&ra Conr· l , ;be \:ido-.. o'f Jol n Jr ., sold t~le 

fullin ill an1..0. 22~ acr • ··v \.i1li .Iol.> te , clo t11ie:: , of 
1 oxbu ... ou~ • o:::- oOO pounda . r.l? d ed t· ted t_ · ~ c. e will \ · 3 on 
t e west i ~ of t .e ..,reat Ho d frc) Pldl delp ... li :.o Chestnut 1.111 . 

d i t~'l~ "'OC:"iption 0 lill Uo . 10 , t.·rs \iilJ.il.L'l. 
o 1 ,.. te w s :.:ne fo :..1..:- t:n sen ;!l' tio L1 t:l~ ful1i e in .uot:-y. 

::nuri:r1. ·,.Jn<.l :1ft.~r t .e Battle of GerJ:nnto\ n tlLP. l1111d owners i n 
ChPotnut Hil.1. and cr ~or.ei·.1 v lley ctnd vi11 eP. Let ,,it:_ ll.l~<.l'T'J looDEH3 . 
•rl-e Britleh :roops sHckei tu.e dwelli lfJ:3 , nd oo~rns of V<tlu ble live 
stock , ar.d provend~r , Jl1ti tlv~n burnt 'tlle buildi11go . L· ter the 
A.-rneri -:tm overmn~n-r. :eei rnbursed .. : ouners f'or t . .~.eil' losees . Holgate' a 
:fulli ns ni ll rec~i ved 123 pounu£ • It does no: st< -~~ it WEHJ for 
loco of buildi n (!' ' liv::. sto·-=k, or '}loth. Tr< dition h s i t that 
there ' ere seve:::-t..l ki r-1 .i uhes n _u:- ";lle Li vez~., _ i 11 , 0..4t -<;.1ere 
' s no fin nci :~1 1o ss . '!.'he ll<:!aviea t lo sse:3 ' e_ e at •. 1 11 Ho . 1!> , 
o l1"'d oy Jwlius K~rp~r , in 1783. Uis lose -..~s l?•U pounds , a 
1 rea. ount of ... on~y ~o:r t1e time . \/i, r illPl" , t-.1~ f ther-in- lm? 
o"' John t'i "e Jr ., who oYm~d 100 ocr a betr.roen \-illo'\!, Gro-ve avenue 

d cr s~l"'i. ro d , '· s reimours"'d 'i th 6dJ pounds . 
'\ i llia Pi "'>"'1" , of t.1e piper famil.r ,.ho ltt ter o\ ned tl ... e ~ i llia~ 

St eeper ri t mi 11 , ·vhi '!11 is :now tl ro u 11 the gen >ro Gi ty of 'the 
0xris f mily the Ar')ore tun. o.t:' t:1e niv,.,r i:by of per nsylvaniu , 

roceived 250 pounds . The R"v . ficlnel ~"'chlatte:r , \ho in 1759 
O\ Yl" tL.e p p-=>r nill on ppp~r till ro· d , neur Cherm'.l~ Hi ll , l~·~c­
ei ved bOl pounds :'or L~ i:> Arni 11g of hi :J ho11e . 

on n..,r. 1n to\.n Bv~nu~ , [I~ ~ er 1 id lane , op:po<Ji te ~he I!o lgu te 
ml.ll lanu , \,as t.he: erTnaid Ho ~~1 , which \'<H; .. aed ·.,:e, a pl.iblic i n11 
aftor 1'195 , It vms or. t.h~ originc., '75 acre tract b~1on.~i ng to 
.:onn Conr d r . 

I n 1804 he (supposedly\ il.Lia .. l!olgflte) sold the 20\l Dllliea 
und .nill tJ1at i s ·oy this th1e a gri t! i ll , to Jucob Holgl lie , h~ 
to h v-e equ·1 \ate:- ri:y.'1ts with t1.e o .n . .r of Jill ~ro . 10 . 

ne(au po8~d1y Jacob Tioluute) t ansfered the mill <HJd 221r acref 
in 181? to' i l.LJ.am .eav r , gentle .. un froi lo ... ~~.ner .!..ibe:·<:.J.es , 
tor ?950 . '•\ .o .:rill it: no·. co .. ton fi::i1tory . I n 183'7 \7eav~r hucl 
boco e an ironm oter , of the ~uffalo ]Urge , Rock~~dge County , 
Vi rginia , un .. "'0 ld t..:e co ~ton and carpet f· c tory c:..sl1~d 11Cedur 
Da l e " to Jo. n Cllld J!;r vi n 3'I'an~-=e , of Germ<.ntoun. 

An advertiGe.~e r. 111 n tne Ge:rmantoun Telegraph , at th~ tiro~ , 
s t a ted : u J . & E . :France announce -to D:ll country dealers ~nd the 
publ i c , tnat t 1.ey keep conti nu1;1lly o hund • .. th~i r r:wnut'a·~tory 
at cedar D3 1 P , cr ... estnut Hi ll , a ge:nerul aa. ortJ.ent o1' dOP.l 0 13":.ic 
carpeting , ~l9x , tow , and co~~on curpet cha i n of ~asorted coloru , 
eu1tu le for curp-=-t weavint~ ; also cooton yarn , cttndle wi ck and 
co .. t.o n 1-Bp s. '.'!!.10 l~l;lu J. ~ o:r ..1. e !..R J. J. . " 

i'tley s ola. t!le f actory i n the l86:) t s to nnvi d ney . 

•e ·o~.::; to Gt to:: tl .. at "Hiat~ory of ~·arl.Y t..:ll"'Stnut l.i11 11 by the 
1 t e J o n J . ~ a~ """u r l a ~ , h -1s b ~ e:n o r c;r tl t a a o is t 3 n c e to uu l. n 
\.ri ti 1, th:: s '=-or::.; or ~;he 1;ras"1r-:!im r L.•Lot ~t .ttill r1illa . 



ill ... o . 2). 

K st \ -~k _ finili:h~d ~i:"~"! hi story of th~ ~;r ~s~1~in ~;reek mi .lls, 
so l~t us now go up t~1~ \li S nhJ. ~ con 1.-l' ~ek , on -.;h~ ·7~st~rn bank, 
.oasin vall~y ·r ~en 1nn and ··p!'i :tl fieli avenue bri d~~ , -;o the llE:t~t­
uell avenua brid~e . 

t t ... 1is po.:.nt ue ~~ (!ome ;o a trian{)ul al· J;:~l.>t. of 5 
eros st rti Ll on th~ \Pet side o · < rt 1311 ve, ue brid!.)-=> , then 29)0 

f~~t north\est alon ~h~ "1oxboroush- Ger. mto•m linep;i-sa . ..ic.~on 
av'=!nu~ . or at 1-. st on a col tinuation o~ i t) up tl ... e st:;ep hilJ 
to ~La'D of sto:n~s , 600 f~'>et. bov.e t1 e t'irat drin.:in.; f<JUn .... <. i • "'he 
soco nd 1 -? ~ o"f tn~ tria r ...,le is fro th·~ l..o p o-{' s ::on -=-a nort:1•w .. 
1? 00 f ~:. ::.o o :p i'1t on t .. ~ 1 ~ a .. ickon fro 1 Wle~·e ,ou c.rl see ~.le 

ex avo<>YlU~ b ·idg~ ~nd. tLe s'ta ~;u_ of Tedyu::;c· . .mg , :.h'~ r.r.dil n chie ·f. 
rhe tl.i.rd le,_, o'f the t.iangl e i f'J·o tlia :poin~ a lo 1g ~le e·st 

nJc o tn~ t:::-;~1 tot.~ lJl ~e of b-£,;i!1 i l1~ . 
' e h~np of :1 !:.o .nes .J _,.. n tio n·~d \.fl.' a oul'V J cV rk on t.lP 

• a x·ooroue;1' - ·~ntl."l"lto1m lin ~ , ·uuc11 d1vi d::!d t t; v-ill··g~s o-f "on ter-
• UI1CJ1 I"'J1· Cl" "1f~ ld . All 0 (' ~ .e la'I'JJ. i.li ~. i 13 .lo "il:i t,y !Jt< rt t~ 'f :co,n 

t i1 h·[~'P t)*~ s!.on~s . : t i --: first .:l""n .. ion.d in <1 eel o·'' 1'702, 'ta 
t en · , li n in all t -::tnof~rs t .. !'()U ,h 1 69 y~u:r:1 lrl.~Yl it i c e;uin 
r .corded in ~ .. J~ ag rge d'":!~d , t:::-nnafer .i 1t,; tLe 4 ~ <.cr ~s ~o ti .. e 
city i n 18?1, ~ e !l·~v~ ..::p~nt c~V~.L' 1 .. lQure i 1 trJi n · to lo ; • .~t~ 
t.1 .1 .. p of ston':)s \ i t:1ou~ s .. wc~ss , XWiJU !.~1~ enti :..,e hill i:e 
i co ~r_d 'ith rockn , i f ct t..1~ n'l . . l? of oxborQ...t_;h \7a first 
C 11 , iYll'lU•& , 11Hockc-"3U:':r'OI" • 

re no\ i n ~-:~ vill.u,; of ~orru1 rh 'J.sen , 11am~i fter "':.. e 
~r~ .... r, nci~ "')·mi~l pa toriuo \7 .. ls "uor . It co._.pria~d 9?5 

cr "?S , belon~i " i. 1639 to ~ 1::! ?.£' nkford LUnd o!apan:;. I n 1-?02 
co n 1J Gold i '; to . In 1'7.51 ' illia . D:!W~~G 

pu ~hJ~~d t 0 no:-,_.h\P.f3S"_c_.Jrn:-ro1' t vill '3 .}ld i ~his 
cr , for \.ilich .1;: p· id. 42 po undo , 'le built H pap~-r mill • 
• hi ....... ~ fou~ ;.~ :p"ar mill tl.u t ~1.:. i1· d er~ct .d i er-

ant \ 1 ~:c wus <t .n , .gr ~atly r~o~ -'! t~d in tat_ · n 
c urnh . 

Yl \P!'il 1?3G :13 Col1ll'3Y3d ~ •- pnp !' J.ril"' tu ilis ::;c..~ , .il.lii~ll 
new.~e . ;:rr . , 'i 0 rtr-J:rri ed~1ac .:>1 "at:CmJ;!r, ttl •l'tll,!>.at~..ro"C'~;a\a rd 
For.ner , \:lose fa::lily o\.n~d t·,1o _.riGj 1n.ill or t.lJ.P. i OB<uoic},on 
• -nd ,()()(): or ~s of l and co 1):-isi· ~ ,r u~-r p rt of t·hiten.ll~Bll 

ahi) . In t:.~ ~arl.Y 1'7 J•a tLe '1r.1 r f·Jul.v- g Ye t.,e land 
t. ere; tio a-~' t" ~ . mhom 8 1 Chu:::-~h . w1 Pl"t: ·:.:18 pr~s >Jl t C.lurcu 
t~n • 

\ ~llia~ new~es Jr ., in 1?49 f:-o . i · bro ~· er-in-lavT, 
r 'Mlo u ':.o\ n , Hnd ter nabtaon, 0 e 0 ~ *; •• ~ 

1 t r '\7 G l~Ct"' 
On "i'ebrun·y ls-:.. 174:~ .illi .1 x:K.'Ua.X :)e;nel3 so l d ti.e : ap~r 

Jill bui ldint,)"' . ·.u .. ~ls an 1 "1 :::-o to .. o lonel :'11on· .., YoTk, of 
t e '""r-<;!nch nd Indian' Hr , nu a .. t~d e !!aria, a n· p~rm:1ker . 
Colonel York '· s a ve-.·y 1 rge 1 ndoHn~r nd · !'.:> t a<iLirer of 
.. ob o 1 irls . He !ua :-:::-i ~d th e''! of the.1 ; an u11t ai1d -:, ,,o 
ni ce a . ·uri s ... arri ed • agd len· ..... ve:::-:!. n , e :niec~ of .racob 
L.overin~ , \ •. 10 o n~d ~· ~ u-is t .nill o ... ll~y nun , .e- ... : \Jn· yunL , 
i 1?50 . 

....nnuar J 17-:2 :ro ... K • u:..•i " .11-;t.i-cio ne\.4 t e 
t_ · r. .:; • .::- o _ ti .. r:! ngo er~ct- ... u pap~r r.ti.ll 

.i~~on ~r e'9.~c< , anl l:.' 0 U d'!r ii"'"'iculties to !S~t their 
t.1o ~ i d . i 11 to t .. l ci ~y; : Y'ld r · t o frm:1 ~ e:r~ 1..u the 
that a co ..... . on rou d uy b-e 1 id out fro. ~·le . li ll to 

.ox Joroue;n road t t t l€nu :o rhlJ delphiu; Hi J; MU~ i njury -r.o 
t .; diatnnGe -J-:i ,; cabo lt a .i.l; H'1d V:>r,{ li ttl~~ i f !:J Y 
1 n s h~tu~~n t.J;! r.ni ro do . 1'h .... ~nte.ler court of 

t t .d t . t :-.n·~ j, h d 1 , 1 i out oe t "'~l ~:.e ' i · < -
1 ic 0 • _ d or rocky hill' , t:.e four cuur:·es up t h e bi 11 to 



--
.oxborou 

i 
..,c :~~ ~ 1zn , 

m~ri c· '' r"" -rer".ld 
~1e ftPrnoo~, I 
Ht K rknc::on i 
t· e to n , to tne 

coverP.d ,.,.i th 

~~~r· v:lr.: into • ox·tl 
" Se~~~ ber 21st 1748 , in 

st of ~­
. lnu~. locuat 

p. p .:: .i 11 on · 1i ttl: brook 
sa:::.. o p P""=' · r~ ne:a~ u.t'nctur~d in 
{ifty pou ds ~e 1 :y~v~nio 

1'149 nJ. i·n ,June :~Gt.l 1?53 tl ~ ~~:) · c:: .s 

i t.. ~ 
21 , on 
is lao ""U 

,...o·er , Jr ., 
In 1"157 

er 
cr .s o 1 

b~fore -r.: :> 

urpo s'3 o · · 
d , ru in 

l w s to b<i! o_p-en 

t.1~ S-1~ . .:'1"4' to ,,oh1 .To:maon , 't.le 

is a;lick-

1!3!3:~ \a: C 11.d 

to ich.o l u 
we · 1d I.li.t:l 

nd 11 \ll~els , 
eil ' ..:i ,_sneJ. in 
u t l' ri 1 w ui a . 

pnJ.)~r l:lil1 
ohn Jo ... nson ' " , 

pri • r i.1 t;h. 1 tnut 

. , ;.· 
..,(.).... . '· 

' .... e 

~... . }Im:J.i 1 ton 
~r of 

·o:lli :now of 

i 
ary ;,1 ve'.?.ey , 

of 



1< i 1 
JOS 0 h 

. :l t <:o'f o n-:!d .:lt:P'1Y forg ~n n dll· i ' J~enns:rlv<miA . 

o t ts , 
Upon 

Joee 
ill. 

ul 3rd 1 "' bro':;>~-er , Jatl o, i n 1'794 purchu::; •rl t'.ro IB u~ 
:istoric 'Tashingtoo1'• 0 lleadqu r~ rs 0 t vnll~y ff'Orr~~ . 

purtl:l "'1ng t:1.., · i -.... ickon v· 1 ~ol prop"'.·ty i 1 ?6G 
ul 3rd ~. ng~d t: '= !J'l:por .Jill into a ri"'t ~nd uer~·an ~G 

In 1'75 t: e milla of .1.il dAl'O'li 12·" , 000 ·o·~rrel"" 
o-r -f'lou:::- ad i n l??·t, 165,0)0 i> rr~l-~ . C\ i n~ to ~-le le:s::~:;o 

t/ 

.u nti":i~'>S o~ flour rJUf 0tu ~d +- ill~ long t...~ i ol.ic -:on 
it s no o .ill :·o ds , 
lo ~~~ ~ flour tu t ~ city , 

In n hi ro t1 ~:c-1 -1 '· , ;r.uom~:S. Livezey 
pe";.i -;ion ';u t....~ ~;ourt "o1· · re 'onfirJ .. ~iu of ,.:1~ 

o .. eir .. il, ~ ... o w ~boruLl)l; t ... ~ id ro d 1..- J oeco11~ 
J ei"ul "ol' t::.· ns)o · oi cl l r.;e q~antitieo ot \ .. l~a-: '"u:..·(Jll~l:. f_o,"' 

e b c~c ~oun Jri"'c "AJ sai d Joseph "\"')uill's raill , s \.ell · s l·1rge 
qu· nti t i "'(" of. firewood , s tov'3 coal, et<l . to ~·1e inhn IJi t J1"'j·~ of 
· er.nonT.io 1 • 

.fl:lHl ... ~d. 11" cr~s w .lie .Jol i:n~.>o, ndj()i Y~ing hi:3 ot.11er 
:r:lill 1 n..:s 0 ~ 1~ i s~ }~J.C.:on in OXbu-OU •• · ... \1 Js}U_:) . rl.'hes~ 1• l'l r3 
inclu ed ~ t \ plant ~io1 ot' 'lom s g . : i tt.en , 

il d 1 i tr ction n gn ~~ . on i "'e ' n ltlill ro·d . 0'1 th<3 t ) of 
.. hill JJ:it'ten buil-c an ou"";do~=- ... wi ing poo ... , lirwd \,ith greel 

t ile . i"" son , :nr . A. A. : i 't tel1, now 1 .. ves o t 1.- ll'OlLrty · nd 
a dded ex:t "n~i v~ ~.on _l.., o ~ tl e 'breedi l of pri z - \. i n i ng 

ogs . 
'..'h a~ "1oxbo-ougn mill 1 n s \7°re ur nt y illia .. pem i n 

1 6 1 to Chn rl _c:; Jones ; 1?11 ~o Ed\"i r d hiP:::?~"n ; 1'730 Vc> r>amuel 
o ell ; 17 to Jo ~)h potts; i 1?70 to o _p.n .. aul 3rd. 

ocOSe h -naul 3:cd di ed i 1805 U1d l_ft liO. illS' nd l·nd to 
1 i p.l_\ , Josep:1 nul 4tll , of hie ·orot~er Jncob paul. 

n rilltl812Jo~h 4!:.:1 ol ~o.-oll" i ce J._~ t.u~.ills 
8) cr .o of' 1 1 i n '1o;.(:>orou ,..1 "'er1 < n-;own o:: ()21,000 . 

i oe ul o · dded ... o hi"'· ol ing"" , i cludin ·a lot on t.le ~""chuyl­
k ill river· , u o \~.u;: h-: ·ouiltn wh_ thouse --;o ive t e l'lill 
b_ ..,J_r f ci li ~ieo ·ro!' rec~i vi 1 g a i n i'Y.o . up ·o:~e .. i ver an ~·or 
shi in 'lour to ";he !i r.,y . 

Do rlin lo ~ , ju-t ·J~lo. Jhe 8":.ll wil s ... ol P. o 'i .:,~~ ro·1d , 
r 11 O\ ~o 

0,1 t ::Zo ck o . t .. 1e '3t::huyllci 11. I t i o 
0 1 d ~ _. t' s dri ~l' s 

oft" .s ot't~n h· d lo11g \·nit. at ....,L1t Rock unt i l t.~e can~l bout-.) 
· rriv J \ -..hila r ~ tin t; :1 Jl' Y"'<i u..oloinu~~s , !CUcc-t 

i 

y ..>_c J s nt. e _)Or.ino _ ou~e •, h~r..oe 

Lor"; li _r , 
JO p.l 

t t"li p l c-: . 'te 
eltr"d · \1' y b y a 

d ~o troy~d J. o ... :1; same 
• .1 co t of C3000 . 



'Ol~e a!!le f J-:!r 1? 'k 2 ~ n·~ '"uri o pnp r m.: Ll ro <i \V e 
b don<?d , J :;,•o· d no r~r il.L • .loh !l.esa hi:lly \"/~.., pene. 

~o 1,e venue . Thi~i .... ., ie'a ill .oad. 
Jo .. n W:i:ui! , vr 'lias a:ll exp~rt dl.._<>...;~ u carriea v1 r.n ex~"nsi 

·1 ur bu i e .... . .. ~ h·, ... nrev~ouel ~ o -:n ~d hi ... f th~r 1 o uill (··a .12) 
· t r r 6 1 • - f o ur lo t o t' 

In 1826 .~o n '\, i se • r solct/ni .o..<J ... ough bel ing~ to 
ro ac 'l0°l .. 'k'3r , ·.:.ic.ilclu ... t.., r it· drnorc.o.·nt!!lill , a1.L 
b 11 1 e , d ll , • ill~· ce, etc , 'for 022 ,?50 . 

e di d. in 1839 ::t"ld u buri e · i th-3 c. rc'1 , rd of st. 
""icll el• o ~utl e::-·.,. li-!~!'C'U , Gert'l n:;own . 

on nee 3l.ber 4T...:1. 184 3 '(;J.1'9 '1 n o .r ~.rerJtl m to,.n o o;: o -;~r .. l e 
t o mll~ d 8 ~ ... ·~s o ... ·· oer.· k.::--.x:J~I:~ 
b~x!lt;q~~"'Od:ti:. ::- n 184• cll~rleo ugarge 1·en t. =>d ':, .... e prop rty 
· nd convnrt d i~ i·1':,o <• ::~aJe.r mill . In ltl4H t. · r._,; 'lltla ele·~t.,d 
prro i <>n't ot' the .0ank of Ger.n·nco\.n<t1d in 1851 a director. Jo.1.n 
par11in 1 .'atoon, t.h autho:- of '' '/a'tson'u An aln o~ phil "elJ i·1 
and ·.on srlvani ''was ":.:1r.; c s .. 1i r of tlie 'onnk at 'th~t tin"' . 

·.,.'rodi tion ca t-3!3 >; at , te l.f gl:l.~.~c;~s r~ 1r.! to J'en oylv !lo~. 
.ne1f t , Ir ~1· ~., , nQ i 1 " r1 d.., do ~.~.le m.ll~ ' 

Ch roo uag·1rge•s g_' nJ.fach~r we Joaepll•a~_;ur._,~ , 

~o.l 

ag 1·gel. 
nrri ed 

~"'uou h Tivezey , a:...~ .. 1:er of Jon than ...,ivezey. 
Jose h ·,ugurge , in 1?94 t>ou.,..L ;ich rd To\.no5end'u gri2t mill 

( 16~5 o., o t. \'in ,oho cki t.:r~ek . A:. u 1 i:i r 
d te u ,h .ob<?rt"' 1~ R gri t uill fron t ~ ':'ornsenJ. 
e tt:.. '1ic: one t\o Jill o~ .. 1on ":..'9origi1ul 
~' n~enJ t act in 1?31 , ,..1e orig~ l :om sen<l gr:!.st n.i1l , I 
c tell . 

p 
rles . : g rge' s f t 1er \,as nm:1 ·d c-;;a nllel . He 'a, 
~t~r p p-;r de 1er, "tor :)rio'tol .. oun np . He 11 u wife , 

ar .1. 
t;ll rles ag r 6 e 'E s oorn o oe .. ne.·oer 30th l80tl and .• u!'r i ed 

i 1834 , Anne icka, nJ in 18•14 LYdiu D. 1:11orr , : :nd 1. d sonl3 
d l'd nd uenr.1 ..1: . ':' ... e 13 r."'r us suy:~:t 1t ~n .. en:. of ~ne pupe1· 

mill . 
I h v~ a :n:::l~randu:n. that t.;haXJ<es og!:ll"e also opoT t~d the 

o oe len J''tpe ~ i 11 0'11 i 1. ,,r""e.K , w ... 11 ell ,, s d~ t!' )Y'=d by f~ -·e , 
1mt h ve ·)~~n un~bl~ t.o VP-rJ..ri d "';.nc ·Jatement. 

l:n t1te faLL of lo4il: "il.Ll.-!.W. B. I o liltol1 , llho h d b.o·~ll "7."1e 
nu ;er of ~h"! 1 il.Loox.!. vy ill o, vlLot,~r vr ee ... c, inQt.ali<=:d th~ 
pl')r Jci n c:~inery i tl.-3 l!Hc,ar~~ 

h·rl~s ugurg~ w o t~e ~in ~ci~r 
di -; ,d t ... :-: pro ductl J · 

..:!06~ up- 1;o-d te 
· d 1:10 .. no t d p pr.!r mill 1."' 

ti~r 18o3. \.len chur1eo ~ 
au-::.·~ ~-H .. _ o +' e ~nk . 

·er.:.1 n ... oun tiet.ori~ l .ocistJ ... 1 v~ u 1· !.'ue ol.l p intin~ 
r ~ ,. p~ r i l.ls d x..~ax '" r~ho uses . n c..1~ r1.e' t 

i tJ,. oftice "buildin , -:1.., only ouila.i ~ t~1· t stil.t st. nd;;~. ,~..~.1e 
roof is no p rt1y c veli i nd t_le u~ndo\.s oro.:en , ou .. e hop~ 

t old an ,0ep::-~s6~o.1 ( t 1e HOOV~:r _anic~ !l.aav~s u , th~ 
ark ~,;o ... i ~o:1 \ .1..l.L .• :ep i~· -: .. Le bu ... ldi g . A d t s .. one r e l4 "~ • • ti/ 

18 5? II • 
1n t. ~ '1ain>:.l.n'-' buc'l;: of th~ .L r._.e ~r e 1 't.ne for~?~.,;,¢'r;und 

i t e ola. uul- ;i se pol.nt~d :l:'uof .J. .:ul.t.. 
J'... reprodu ;,.10 o L t;/t' s o.La. r.ll.L.l is tuc :frontisn:u~ce ot' t11e 

.. !mrl.in bvOJ\: uf ~JO'?t::lS !O t )0 ed ?Y ro. r;yl•r · -r;~r i1egurg e , 'the 
\ 1. f e o t o . e o 'f t .. e ::1 r ~ !l-'! ' o t t :L ... n . 

..... t~ t '=- o -·. ~ :; • 1 - tJ. t.L _u "Th-: uld _,..aper 
i1.Lll. 



In 185<& l.li.l rl~s • tlg rg3 O)Ui 1 c o, ~ th · H. 1 ~ .... o ! trot a..:~ ~-:tn , f' 
+ u .ui 1 ~l .ar-< ~Cl u• ro r,ono ..!:'UOlJ. -::o , l!i • ~n 

y f~J. nd , il.Li ::1 •• ixo , (a fu- . .l~r llil i.l·~lp •• l. 
llo J. ~. oa.uc .1 t e bill tor t .. 1c c G~'!'u~tio . Ol !. ... 1~ 

i ssa;nc.Ko1 vtl.Ley} t;l.LS :1e tna-c 
. .l.L C.olJ..lO. , e~J.1, ... l • • USv'lG I)UJ.ld 

s·1-i s ~ednfou•1tui11) 1!is f th~r \7as 
J a .l.L fro 1. 18 1 'l untJ.l .1860 . In 1858 an 1 ce 

or e s\ e_ ~ a'i ay ;:, -~ 1 art ~11 uve ue bri db~ . '-'he .Ji:wn f· .uly 
lived on t eel .. si:1e ot t1.e ,is.ulncko , JUSt; ... bov. nar't ~.L.l 
uv _nue . ·~·he cr .e .. { r ose so high t t he ( \,i l.Lia . )ixon; could pu-c 
hi~ 11und ou't of th~ s:•Jond atory window end 'touG:l t.Lf:! i ce '3 ~'t 

t lo t'2<.l by . 
•he fa-cher(of Di xon) IJl c_d a pl n~c out of ~ .. le s~:;o•d story 

b c .. ;: \'1YluQ\, ::;o t .. at Le ooys cuu.ld. 1~ v~ 'C.lP .lQU\3~ ~ go '!.o sehool 
i 1 ~,;h~s t 1u t l i 11 . ::ixo n ul ~o -r.o ld ne -.;j t in the early 1860 t a 

. J . Hart\lf~ll w '.~i":.:~ tlle ooys t1H3 1.10:3t populc1r 11:-:111 i n t;hentnu't 
Hill . 'i'lle rac~troc .. <: t __ er':! w s ~nclo~e<:t \ i r.l1 u •. i~.;tt f Jnce ; there 
' er~ big tr~es on ru rt el.L' s ndj ~i ning p1·op~r 'jJ ; ~n d h~ G lloHed 
'th~ l ... e to so up t.h~ tr~':!a ·Ld Bee ~he .1ora 3 rca \i-.:;hout p:1yi:n" 
any ad.iseJ.o:n fee . 

7ller:: r~ o:n t:v~ m: gLrf.P prop J:ty two very (_;l~ar s·)!'i:1g'3; one 
on t.Lle ~ar:;t si e aoo e art··,ol.L ay.o:nue ; t'le ot.l~r on t.:!.~ \7e:3::. 
Gi e j u '; b .low ' i s ~ ' s i l o -l d . 

A oet lin tank ~o co llec"t uH: pur:! m ter tor m1kin~ whi ~e 
pap _r ' s bui 1 t oe•'i ... :::: ~ en t.a~ 'at er 1 ro• ~ ";.1 ~ e· st aide 
pri a ' s puuped un e-..~ t. e 1 d r n d1 :- "'C r.ly into :.he 

mill bu ldi •g . ve r t e cl r.y di ... ant l.:od --:llc l j)1j 

1 xo u Cl. to rp .o v~ t~te i ro p1pe . 
t t 1 soo -c an t.1e ooi l "l. .o o , ~nak"? r .,ack 

e .. t1 ~ ovar t . .l ~un el ran t·ro .. ~J.le 
e way :.1p t.. .. ~ gre t :Jto e s .. :oke :.3t , c. 

'.~.hi t..d: o e t .... e •.oeter . h.-e.L ill. , o ..,resLei.1 
cr .. ek , rc oo~ ..... st.nui1, wd·y . ( .. hat is , p·.rt of .... 1~ ugarge tucK 
i stl..l.L t n i ::. • :tu- r . age .. , th.,. 1.r1 te:r: of "the:3e ltlil.L ar~l .lea 
and C ... u 0.\/ic:b: , , r ., ed:l to:;:- u "f t .. 1e ·..:h'3 unu ·bHn .!:'rest3 , 1!1 d'3 
jou ll., t t _ i)l ce i 1 J.93,t , par"ticul rl.f to tiind ~J1.~ o.Ld a . .1olce 
3tuck. ) 

In 1851 l!:d\:i .K'? Cop~ w a a member of th~ . agnrge -t·irm . In 
1853 Churl ea ~;igarg~ bo Ue;h t t"ro.n. the onl; oi o~~r.n:mt.o\t:t1 t"::1~ r.:li l.Le 

nd 51 acrea ot· lan ... for ;,;20 , ~00 . _·he d ed "'t -c~a. ~rwt o• .. en 
::;i ~ri an ~s to h ·v-e petnn~saioJ1 of cro aing cr-:.e:; nd .. ;igh~ ~o n 
bri ... e n "!' line o t' • o 1 pe-::.er • s land , · l o er -~tin," n a.am Jelow 
t e ai:i or~a.t::.e nut. exc~~uing 6 f et , al o t.o 0u-.:. ic-; on t .. e 
paper 11 lJl.n . 

uh rles vns t_ie pr~sident of th. an.c of G'=rman~o' n 
(i11 186<& t.e ational ank ot r·~rlanto'\711 , n-... ow "':. ... e G~r ... anto\11 
~a tio il 'l.l.{ _-rus~ t,;Olll.P n:n fro n 18'1:0 unti.L 1866 , '.u~n .1e/ 
r oign-d . A r~t:-o p~c~ . pu>ll. ll""d by tl.le ank r_aae : •'Jlr . agargeo 
rip exp~r1onc~s n u~11~Y .Ll vi rt'3d t e ousin~eu on the 
on r i ved 'lJ.. ~h :"'3Gr-;t , nd reao -
lutl.o at· r ~t~r w~.:e ;;ond·~r~d hi by 
th obrd . '' 

Ueelcs ' ''Hi to::..7 of Jap"'!r akin.,•, (191GJ sta"t s u';;h· t · .ong 
gr.$~ 16.; .Bro , w~re i 1853 ~ ... le 'til'Gr. o i.ls~ ·,·ooo. :pulp 

anuf ct.J.ri.., ot· ~aper in t •. vnited ::;tates. " 
':'\.a of t:. .. e grnn.:..sons of e·Arl .'/ Merl':l':!!' 01: ".J..! fi:~n tel.L j e "; .... · "t 

they do no-t; beli~v~ "::11:., ... ooa pu.L > "li u <av~t· ua .d. to n .f r u1i 
ext.n't , 

L .. . weei.>:s , 'tile p lJ:!r .lUl::~r <ll.~011Cler , 1 0 ,;ro";~ : II l'h~ Louue 
o · vh rl s agnrge wu s established i 1830 , nd \~as one o t· tlJ.e .r.o st 
flolriani"lg conc~.cnc i r,1e ouaine~o' ~l.e gargl3 \i ·li~ic ... on r:Ul.L 



t't 
was one of ":.-1'~ 4 'inest of ~ c:.; "irn-e . It h td n lon._, una h no-aol8 cureer , 
p "'i ·· '" ... oue1 ny hu:n .... s, i:J~fo.~~ it c r.1~ i tot·-~ _)osession of 
the ug rge • about 1850 . 

In 18'71 "tie vity of nhi1 del-)lin pU!'~h:se<l 'Lon t;h r l es 
r~ae r e t1e. il.ts .nd ol acr.e or 1· nd for ."6!,0')0 c· eL nd 

100 , Ouo .. ore '!io o..;: pni d \'7.1 · v ~c. ted the p:."'~ .is _s , <-• ny~il e 
\ i t.ai n t!1e t'o llo\vi g ten y ~ar _. 

l'he ae ='B~5 co;1t~ nu d "- ''lsin.G u ti t!le 1880 1 s L-""''l the 
city took over tne -p-:op~r":.') nd a.e ol~ h a .. . il-ldJ.np·::- . ..:. rl s 
agurge 1 <l bout ~ i tL e . 

o~ly roe. ind;;re ot· p st ~lor e.., left ... t . .mdinG sine~ 
D~wees .:!rer::t::?<1 ~ua ) 2r mil.J. 1 1 1?31 oil •t::> acl~es of l nnd , 

tre t e plc"u eGq""..le ,is~. i.L.l d .n ; .. c •· ro ono JUJlico" fount in ; 
ouilt in 18o ... ; t . .o: !,iagarge p::t) r. iJ..1. o! ri ,A ot· .t857 ; · na. part ot· 
t e r a t chi ne.1 t 0:c on ";o :.1 o 1 the llll.L ; an.... c...1~ pu ~.. u~lo,, the 
prose t i se 1a J.ll r oad , ":jhit in 1?42 ',7,1'3 the Yo:rk & r:a ri s papAl' 
mi .L rood . 

!he .t~·ri -enua of C:!~ \. i s aluc.con luiV.;! o~~n told. :;l1a1i -:.ll~ v l .1.ey 
turou ~h ' Jir::h ~- ~ i s::;a~ir::.con flowu 10 90 , 000 , 000 y~ars o.td . ::>ome 
of t.e roclcs 'to J:a ;r/f\)rJU c>eculiur ah·po;s , :3UGh ·tc u b'! r•s lv~ad , 
an 1ndi'1n :1 ad , and !ih~ .ug_ oal nc ... d ror~k 011 Ro·o"!::;on•s ·nol.t , 
juet OPlo\, ~ne J.OUT.~ o• tae i s .uckon hod b~8n c: ll'3d nthe 
,.u k'3r .oonn~t" , and :.1t ~ir:l~3, 't e 'hoenix Lea.d" . 

Ir 1i .... ~ J-el.l"''.;~ r::o.L.1 Jc!:1on · .. t e hl::!l.""Ill tow•'! 1 i _tor l. -~~1 &jOCJ.et.y , 

1 .i t 01 t .e i o dd~ 'S of Lib-ert,r , the rc .oono Fo l.lnte~in . 
ul. L1ouett~d i n olack nnd .llt. , on tte e· Gt b nk of t.he 
ickon , but can only ·oe 13-e1 fro. tiL W'3Gt oan.k o~ -v1e cr.ck , 
oint o po 1 ':"! .. :.e ppl ~ tr e o-e.Lo\. a garge'::; qua::..~r:r. I have 
m·my old tim<;!'::; nd pa r :e Guard J .... t 'her~ ~.1e o"<idess can 

a e en , but ~ ve ngv~r been abl~ ~o loc· t ti1e appar ~ly loot 
~ 1 ot li er:y. 



... 'hie w~-ek we hnv~ no~ o~rm abl e -;;o col..L ~o c a l..L of ~he f ac t s 
re"iu1:· o. ;;a t 0 ..l.1. tn~ story of Jhe nr:xt m:Lll ot the Wie :;,ahic,..:on 
vall ey, sow~ \7ill \'7!'i ":.e ~!~ hiotory of u f~\1 \ , ater!na rk~ 
o ccu::ri ng i n .lllleri can- 1n· a. e paper . 

Tlle illus t rati on of \,at ~r.1a:::~s ancorapunyi ng tid a urti cle 
rl·e t raci ng::; made froi:1 ~ .. 1c ori~i·· la i n "the collectiorls of 

r . 3arry Lep burn and the writer. 

The watel'1!lark i s i mpre ssed dm paper ·:;y a fi ne li ght wire , 
with a wire- woYen pa-r. t e r ll . This i s plciC ~.1 o·rer t.1.1e wire gauze on 
l:hi ch t'l: e pulp i spr <;ad . 

~'Oduy water.'llurk" ore re,~i s;ered in the l,Jatent offi 'J~ , bu't i 
the ol<t d l:JS seve::al p per !llills oft~n UGel1 the aame design . 

wu termurks H O o . 1 and 2 ~ ·~ t 1~ clover- l •3af deai g 1 Ut3~u oy 
t*.e Hit tenhouoe IJap~r r ills , 0 11 l'll1Jt3 r .. ill .HUr , toxbo l·ou?;h . ],o . l 
i s t ... e ll<, ndi·.o !'k of :~icho l a.:: , C1Le aon of illi8 L Rittenhouse , 
who .arect"'d ~he firs~ pap~r ~ail! i n .AJ.a~ri l.}tt in 1690 . It i c on 
:p~:~per \ri tt~n upon in 1729 . Tlle St:tlil-1 device occu:..·s i n an invo.i ee 
wri !. en by .,!jenjnni n 1i'r <ml<:l i n , s ~ating t:ll~ Uluount of papel~ (32~ 
re&mo) he h:Jd pUl' chased be tw~en J une 1 ?•10 and ! arch 1'741. ':fhe 
gr a d~s purchased were 1 r "~ printi ng , smal.1 pl'inting, u11d l drge 
coarse. 

~ o. 2 i s on a r.:c~ip ii , dated 1 '/80 , f::o1a t.he Jtt cob Ri tt/3 1-

ho us ~ paper mi 11; ( th~ t11i rd o t' t...1eoe mi 11 wlli ell vt:~ a built u~:>o ut 
350 e-et b~low the milia o"f 1690 anu 1702) . 

T'nc clov~r-le;.;f i s also the e,ublern of ";.le Town :;e a l of Gen.Jan.. 
to?.:n . 

enjLl«in :-rr..:1klir, , i r· 173?, purchased pup~r t·ro.~ t ..... e 
.. i1li an Dewees , sr ., 1.aill (.L.a . 26) on the uios al..ickon , where 
Lo un t ::;t . Joseph ' a ~..~o l leg<:! i s now lo ~~.:tt ~u . The l·eceipt renua: 
"Phil del1)hi ·1 , vc to ber 1'7 th 17 37. Rec~i v~d of .oe nj1:1a i n ·~ranklin 
o n acoount of r. ' il.li al"'l De\veea , the surJ of 40 shillingo . 
(signed) H~nry AntJ." Ull til 17 30 Henry n t es wu a the pHrtn er of 
Dewaea . The recei p t is on u pi ec'3 of co ruse whi ~e lJap~r wi 'tho ut 
the lin .:J of v .. i re gauz,~ sho·wing , Jnu. co ntains t~he \~t: t;;rmnrk of 
t11•~ .Dewees mill ; two single lines arrang~d horizontal ly wi :.h a 
li n'=! connecting tn~rn on t p . It l ool{s lik-e n :pair of ~ye g l3sseo . 

Vfa*~tl1llark~o . 3 i s thc;t O\ the ,illcoxiVY, or :)aYe , ! 111 , 
b~ilt oy Thor.uB ''7ill!IO:X: in 1?29 , on a branch o f Chns t.er creek, 
in con:cord ·:orms:1~p , 1lelmt< re l,jounty. The dov'=! holdil1! the 
spri o f ivy in its bill , wn s on one; :Jh~e-: , and on c: .. e o ·:; • .ter 
11 '_. u. u. " ( Tl1or.1H s e:md son :rark \Yillcox) • 

The p ap:r contHining hie dove .:.m·olem is dnt~d 1'/?9; un i nvoice 
made to t h-e o•m~r a o~ "the schooner ''Hawken . It ruen':.io11s ten quires 
of cartri dt:;e p per , ~wo hundred wei -:;)1+; of grap~ shot, one st . 
George and one '"'poniall juck flag. The ·vil.L wus paid by 1 r . 
Richa r d ,,omers . s omers was a colonel in t1.e mili ~ia during the 
Revolution and fitt~d out , with o tlv~rs , ut l~ust ten privut .. ers 
fTo .. 1 Phil d-elphi and Egg Ha-·wo r , . • J . 1'hey cup tured Bri tieh 
vessels on !. •• .:; bi ~ seas and divided ~ .... e pro fi ·cs ar;10ng the oilners . 
·.:heir car ->o es coYlsicted mostly o:f e~C. .. "a sails, rigBing, rudd~r3 , 
:p'OWder, cnn non ball3, pork , br"?ad and gr ~at quanti tiea of liquor 
Hnd rum. 

efo re tl1e Revo lutl.on jjen ja1:1i n Fru :nkli n sold -co Celp ~ain 
i obo l d , tor t.ne g .. :ea t cannon , 12·1 pounds of double cAr~ri dge 

pape!' and seven qui.ces of si~1gle . 



--
Anot1v:~r Dove \tater.aark "~. \7. u (:{ark ·,1illcox) aon of 

,..'lJ.om'l a , \~ho di~d in 17?9, 1 s dated 1?81. Tl .. i e is a no "Gher 
stat.~ment o"f Sottlers' privot~ering , and shows H m.ce profit w1de 
by t:i.1~ schooner "Rat t.l~onake", and the brig nF4'<-tnklin". 

In 1?60 :...e Bri ~ish plaee i a heavy st.a p tax on t;olonial 
paper ; ao us to a~oid payi11g this tax oul~ pennsylvania paper­
uaker:J "bootlegged" British ua ter.nar~s , • nd us'3J. t11eJn i n .. vne::ican 
m:1de paper . THis is the renson we f1nd so much .Ame:dcun lC.ttde 
paper o-r th'.l~ particul r :p~l·iod contiliming the Bn«liall ·water­
m~rka . 

l"'o. 4 is ~he :Pootllorn m.ark~d "P. :3.". ]Bechtel'a mill io 
our Ull11 :~o . 15, on or ~~s.1eb1 creek, Geri!la lio"Vm. This wuo t.he 
lo er pup~r mill thclt in 1715 h- d been the oil r.1ll of Henry 
Sellen . Bechtel o\med t.he 1Jill froL 1801 un:il liil.!ti -oeath in 
1838. 

our t ra~in~ is fl"'r.l u docl.l!rlen,; dated 1805 , a:f'finai ng tJ.1nt a 
cargo ubout r.o be shipped fro •. l Philadelphia ~o canton, ChinH , is 
tL.e property of Taylor lc newbold. 

'.rhe ruins oi' the gr~at dam and stack of r.he olu Jjecht~l mill 
are still trac~able. 

l'w s 
No . 5 ,;t .. ~ 1e~r.ers 11 I. B. '' • wi·~b a Liberty Hell betw:~en theta. . 

Th~ letter in which t.hi s ,. at ~r.narl..: E pp'3 1ro 1 s dated July 26th 
17? 6 , and states t.ha t "C. Roopa , of Gr ~ot Egg Hetruor , 
Gl o ucee tier, hH s sold to Jo 'b Somers , for 72 pounds stP.r1ing , 
an eiBhth interest in tlle go oa. :Jlopp 11 Teunety'1 , of 65 tons . 11 

In old d~edo t~e l-etter "I" is often uoe(1 i nGtehd of "J", so 
t.l~ puper 111::~y llnve oe~ m:1d~ by James Boleo, o 't· ilton, uusa . Hie 
fi rs t two lllilla \Vel"8 ~..~st:::·oyed , bi.lG !lis third \.aG in OP""-·a~ion 
fro:n 1771 u:1til 1'782, when it, too , W[lG burned. 

In "':.11! col...Lectio !~ of wat=:rnor1~:3 c'h·~re are lib':?rt.y bells 
from the .:U.lls of samuel and ,, i lliaJa Levis , l'NYl, and William 
Levis, 1?93. Th-ese 1tills w~:-e on Ridl~y creeK, t;h~st~r t;oun-r.y, 
Penna . 

',!<- t-!rLt:lrk ~,.o . 6 :Jhows t.1e ~ ulip pl· rn un•l urn •m~ :1. s lAurk.,~ 
"H. K." (11 enry Katz 1780) K'• tz was the \Nll-kno\.n Geni'lan puper­
maker o: ·,:l).iteuareh Township , \ho in 1?60 pu:rchaseu from Ni~ho­
las Haosenebach, the first printer of Chestnut Hi ll , the paper 
mill that the lutter had erected i n 17 58 . 

I n July of 1776 Henry l(a tz wus chairnnn of a Col.nai ttf'e of 
Penneylnv11ia pupern~kere who s~nt. u p~t.:ttion to the Cor~.1i t tee of 
Safety, as follo\.s: "If~-J>ethe pnperna.kar::;, m~:~sterG, uppl~e,lntices unci 
journeYlnen should no\: l~uve th~ trad•.: ~:~nd follow the CClmp, then 
all c:nd every pap~rmi ll in Phil·1delphiu , making ~he majority of 
the pupf'!r mills on this continent, must imaediately be shut up, 
Emd. of course , in a few \/~ :.ks the printing offices, even cur tridge 
paper , would soon fail." Ahortly a fter this congr~Gs ordered 
the pHperr!lHkero to l~ave the anny 3nd return to the paper mills . 

·rhe paper of 1780, contuinint.s the K<-•tz vmtermurk , is on an 
inventory o'f the cost diJ11 Continental r.10ney of fitting out the 
American sloop Ol \;ar "Uo.rnetu, Wil.Liam noore, cor'lnnnder. Here 
arP the values of aome of the equipment: "20 dozen cartridges, 
v300 ; liquor for th~ people , $306; one bug of bread $300; 15 
g'-\llo na of rum !)17 50 ; one square sail, v350 ; one barrel of pal1k 
$600; 12? ba~rels of tar $12 , 000; The 'to tt~ 1 ~xpense of equipi ng 
the I ornet wns ~110,000 . 

IIJ!'ebru.u· y 6th 1 ?'7?. The Con tin en ::.u 1 Congress , '"urine Coin­
mit tee , John Hancock , p~esident , app~ints Robert Robinson an 



officer on b:aard the sloop Horn~t ~ W. uaran , on Dece:Jber 6th lf-1 
1??? wrote f.oa Dunkirk~ scotland to BenJl~in Franklin . He sailed 
fro!.l Phil~de lpilia OG a first li ~utenant abourd tlle norbe c, a 
Continental sloop . He was captured and i roprisoned by the J~nglish 
but escaped from prison 11and no\.' app<3a. a to • Franklin for Hi d . " 
on A gust 10th 1??8 J . Lev~u.x, rro n cal<?" is 1 uro ~e to Benjmnin 
...,r nklin , i .1formi ng hi:m. tha.t Bd\la rd Legor , li euteJ,an~ on the 
}.ornet 1 escaped fro1n. an ll:nB:ti sh prison. The wri ·tor of the note 
paid the lieutenant ' s exp~nseG to PHria , and begs th<t Franklin 
will gi v hi1:1 aid. 

Waterrn.ark l1o. ? ; an e agle 11 P . H." (P.!ter \/UlloVel~) 1807. 
'·allover was n papermaker of Lov.·er nerion Township, Pa •• I r. 1802 
paul Jones sold to George Helmbold a paper Illi 11 in 11 the te/IUre o ~ 
peter \7allov~r 11 and 19 acr vS of l and on Gulley Run i n \7ee t J ... arw­
yunk. T:t1is mill MH3 just a ,ove the gri3t lAill anu au\, tnill(l?o2) 
of An th0ny Leveri11l.;) , at t.r1e mouth of Gulley Run. ':?his mill la 11el' 
b'3cane tlle Ashland Pap-er I!ills which Hlanufa:: tur ~d pnp~l~ for the 
Pllil delphi::~. Record, at th..., ti1ne i t was o\m~d by Wil.Liar.a. Singerly. 
A tnortgage of 1?5E c.:..lla th-9 run "Gellie Rtm n. 'rb.i3 \,Hs evidently 
t .e \;elall nam'3 f !)r the s treum . In :807 13lai:r LcClen&chan sold t9 
Peter Wallover a pap~r mill on Hi ll Creek , Lower 1 erion. T!liB 
mi....l hnd been the pEop~rty of the co:1fiscuted estate of John 
Roberts , t.lle ':ory mill'er who was executed in Phil.delphia i n 
lovemJer of 1?'78 . At th~ t i llle i G wus agreed :r_at the -ouyer shoUld 
pay to "C~le Univerr.ity of pennsylva-nia, for etlu::~:~tionnl p rpocea , 
68 buGlleln of Y:heat every eix r .on ths fol~ever . 

Nou , ou ~ sheet of paper containi flg tlie eagle wa ~ena.n :ck \VaG 

made i n ei~her the Gulley Run , or tJ.1e !~ill Oreelc. p<:~per mills . 
we are i ndebted to Cl1ar l~s K. Barker, ~1Lo wrote for the 

penn Lagazine in 1926 1 
11 Qld j_:ills of llill creek, TJo\.;er :~erion" , 

for i nfornation relatil'lg to tll-9se t\;o !.li lls. 
'n'leeagle wao a very popular e1 blem u .. ung the pennsylvHnio 

paperHl~d er~3 after t. e Revolution. In the collection ure m<HlY 
eagles frm'l the Delaware i 11 ( 1801) and \li llia111 Levis r.:i 11 ( 1802) 
on Ridley Cr~ek. 

The letter cent ini ng th13 ea~l~ , of 180? 1 i .s writ~en by \7r::J. . 
1;.ontgouery of phil delphiH , to cap:::.oi ~1 Hays of the brig ••sup~rior 11 , 
irw tructil1g hir-1 upoll r -eaching HavunnR , to exchclnge the ten 'bales 
of Flemish linen for good coffee at no~ ov r 22 cents , or good 
quality n::w crop sugar ut 1:~ reals 1 or bro\.n at 8 reuls. 

\iatel~mark .. ~o . B sltov.s th~ Rose \tate:rLark (i?u9) by "B. p.nnd 
G. F. u we do not knoH wbo vh =se t\IO pup~rJru>k-ar:J were . It occurs 
Ol1 the paper upon which \,as pl'inted ''The Perpe~ual LU\7 of }(~aasa­
chusetts" . T!1e printe~ -:.o th-e COi.l:L' t '\/<..3 captain 'l'hot.as Admns , owner 
of the "Independen ~ Chronicle" , of E-o:Jton . He was second couoin ::.o 
President John AdW.1s. 

Joseph H-argesheimer itl "Foolscap Rose 11 , now oppeari11g in "The 
S:..a turua..,r evening Postn, bells <: faocinating s tory of a puper mill 
i n Ch':st-er Coun~y ; a paper journe:r.aan and a mill owner; and the 
wri•er men~ions a rose \late!'r.lark i n hl3 i nteresting romance . 

A peculiar incident oc~~urs i 11 tl1e J!asachusetts I;..!W Book (1?89) . 
All of the n ~a :ely 500 pages contain the ro oe wa ter1.1Hrk , except 
t\.o ahee ts , and i n one of thece is a picador poun ted on a prancine 
steed , f rm-ed vd th a l ance , and on th-e other sheet i o th~ '\mter-
I .. ork of a ferocious ·cull , h~ad doun , charging to the a ~tack. 'nlia 
bull- f i t,:it ert;bl;.a i s evidently the WOl~krrr fiGhip of U Sp~mish paper 
ill . 

waterroc.r.LC Bo. 9 1 is that of a two-1n.as .. square rigged sllip of 
0 lden timeo . T .. v:! le ~ter "B 11 in the centre of the ship is likely 



I 

the first let:er of th~ name of 'the one \,ho l.rllde the paper, q:i' 
and t~1e flag flying at the stern is more Amerit::r.nl than s.~..~<.ni uh. 
It 13 on paper without a date (but wri·t ;;en from nnvana) but 
evidi!ntly abou"; 1800, \'ll"i tten to captain .Tohn Barry , wbo \ln13 t a 
co m.ander in th~ United St t -::s ;-avy <luring the Revolution . He 
di~d i n 1803. !!is n~phe\-;> writes t.."la t he"leaveo Havana in a fc\; 
hours after an emba-rgo h.,.s held the good brig nsallyu in port 
for 2~ days . " 

}1cxt week v.e \:ill co.atinue our a'liory o"f the \:i::;aB..."licko:o 
mills . 



--

• 

... i 11 .. o . 2v . · i lli aJn l)ewe .s Jr' s puper ltli 11 , la ~~ ::' l{fq~arge' u 
r!lill at :ise'e !till lanl3 . 

January 2o :il 1?39- 40 illia J Dew~es Jr \.rites ";o JjCl jn.~in 
ra klin : "I sen~ you last\ e~k a quetntity of pap~r ana no\• 

<:J.,. u you by s<:~.ne b~ar~r l!:Qre, to be pl ceu to yo ...~.r cr~d~ t . " 
on account of t 1e gr~·.; s 101·t ge i paj;> r g_·alL'lin, h'l 1?4? , 

tri d .o ·ouy fro .. :panish rti.lla . In 1'!54 p ·~r se•L'ls to hhve bP.en 
.or~ plentiful , '!S '"illian })aniell , of i'i1}gston, JHmai ca \n'ote 

Fr nklin , "acknowled~ing r~ceipt of lu r_a, s of pap~r , and 
dOkin for 50 more , :.io he r~Jall.Y is l~..l.ch in an:. . u 

J rs . Boyd :~ixon , :l1o ie i:ntereot .. :Hi in coll.,.0't.iiJg hi•-tori Atl 
data fur tllt~ Ste:tte :J.brary ut }larri. ourg , hul3 i Jtt·oduced. Hl'! 'to 
l'l'. Burry aepbUi'n , -t PO.i l d~l~) J.ia at. turney . He h·1:3 a co11 .ction 
of o v~r BOO lett ::re and pffp ~ru wri ~ tefl by Adrd. al BHrry , o :ner 
R ~ Vu luti ..>nar,}" llero ·~s , and philtdelpili .lerel.LiJ:n A:J . ?heGe l·~ ., tern 
13 lOW u t 1~ 1 t 400 ~-u·lr wa t~rra:n·:<:.:. oD J.Jae iG n - ll'3de pc~~er of 
tl.<J-; P~riod . J.r . navi·· , of the "<'r·n.idi Institute on t.:..e J'<rnay, 
h aur ~"'U to exlli oi"' t. .. 1~ G.1oice., t sa 1pl ~u i tx~ roo 1 wh~1·e t;.le 
p por~w'in mucnin~ is locat~d . 

Of the 80 J sp "'C -· nu a oo v. t h!:ll f · r ~ ~arly N .eri '}·,m; the b lane e 
•ngli., . , 1)utc.l , Fren ch and S a ish. The .AmericHn pap~rz c~ontaininJ 

\later rk wer~ p ... ·oduced in t .. 1~ Hittenhouse , \;ill~"~ox , i:atz , 
r nd,1wi:ne , Del<n7are , Levis , :attens , ttturk~y , uGler , etc yHp~r 

mill" . 
une of "e Gil!Jin('') Be<:~ndywine 1aterw rka is .-h· ':. ot· · plo,. , 

m. rk u uwo .·k a nu grow rich'' . 
The mo"'t interes<;ing on~ to us , ho\.ever , is that o-:' :.h~ ~ rly 

Gernan :p -t_)er- il' ke;;,.· , ~ e ry Katz , the design of whl0h i s a ~uli ... > 
plnnt in full bloom , growinB out o~ a v~ry orn· te urn ; the puper 
d te 1780 . 

efol'e t.he Revolution J e·1r.f Kutz und Jncio Hagey o\mea. udjoining 
p p~r mills on tliP. little Gtr~•u. r..tn i1t. into ~he r;chuyll~ill r i Yal' , 
n .tr the prP.s~nt sit~ of th~ w. c. ,{alllilton _Tlap-er Conpal1J , in 
Xf.hi tier'11rei1 ( No .e by A. C. C. I bel~ .... ve this to "oe ,}pri ngfi,d<.l) 
... ownahip . 



• 

• 

·1·he upp~:::-

rhi o mi.LL w s on t11e 
P,pru-::e tt1ill --..oad , w.licil 
no\ fa iliar a ... 1'ho1 s .oad . 

tnd jus" oelow 
until 1784 , und ~ D 

he 1 st 01 tlle olu. ~overed oridges s ann_ g tn: 1,;reek, 
is st~ll her-: , una w~ tru .. :~ ~ ... wilJ. n~ rer be repli eed oy a oaarn 
ot uc";ure. rrhe o ... e:.t' four old i s JhicKo 1 red ~oYered oridg~s lurre 
t)~el'l ;;:oo.'loVed.: thee being t:tc : ~ ~ te :1 usest .. 'e•~ t; (or t')lUrs l cme) 
abov~ HJ!er~.il.L un (or ono shone t..:r"Je.q .. :1 .. :i tc.lcn 1 s l~ne 
bria.ge or on "'tery avenue) -:;.1e Allen•s !',nne nd the -~ivez~.:r's 
1une b:!'iO. e . 

PJY A • .J . t;11 ,,ick , Jr ., 1928 . 

As 1 co 1e 1;o tne o!'idt:.e at Thom s 1 i l.t l"o d , 
''here for y~aro "iss llic.::ol1 1 s "vnlt~rs l1.ave flo\:e<l , 

I o it. s tL..l:)e ·a , \..i ell once pal nt a r -d, 
ade e sy cce o•er ~ne cr.e~ · s roc.y bed 

I or t1 .lUen and "theii: beastu , U.tlO • taule grist to t.1e nli l.L ; 
. nd al -c .. 1o ilgn ~hey ~1 ve ,.,one , t 1e Driag.-; ~ u -:;~1~1·P. s<t;~ l.L ; 

A sturdJ. relli nder of 'tlli 1.;s \/11.l C.l nave gone , 
And a sign o1' t1e progr~aG of 1~11 a~.~rug!)l~ (, o11 . 

T:1e tr es ot ~ ~ fo_e ti ~dV~ •ooa tor l. 't6 oe<1nu , 
':'o ca ... r.'l t. e , e~ nt or ~.ne g:L'.cs1n- lad~'1 t.. ans 

\7hi ch c rt .d the .Load "., tll~ nonc.erou:3 -vh~elo 
Qf t. n OJ.u1Jtom·s ill, to 0~ 6l'OU U ~ll'tO me,LJ. ... . 

Its ia~s are o~~.L.L uo rue~ , 1to roar c s.,s a n·a.e 
Q 1 er t.a.o Spl.i t;er~u OJ.U roB0.'7ay .1ici1 T...:LSU)] ..t.Ul.O. 

i ... n . ny a 't.lOU_:.il't. 01: tlle ara~lg:1't.:.5 'to be ::>o:tne 
,.!l,nd t.he strain wi en .ni ~h .un- ranc.ie at ... ·uctureo ·1re torn . 

o• , 1 t1 !3 concrot ~ 't.~e- \Ill~ ~l ar ~ uoed :·o.· 'tlle cp ns 
hat cro tl'.,. mo .. n J. J.o-;1 :md.s ;.h ",1 tn.en ma1r . :ne:ill" plano , 

.. nd tae .1ay or th ~ ') ... idge which Wd s once fo .. :med of y;ood 
l aa 1 fc us "Lorev~r , s l'i' ''.~ will~d lt shou.Ld . 
.Bu~ t 1e rev _r nee .L f el for -:. ... .-; ... ~ 'r:.S "jh:,-: are o.LO. 
<;rona. ~n .. o .y 11 art \vhe:n ~-1e sto.~y 1s told 
of the old co"T-ered ·orictg~ , \71lich a: rnouu3 1 .. ilJ. .ttofd 
~till stan a •~here 1j l'! 'VR't.~rs ot g~o n· ve flo ed. 

f t<?t' l .H:tving t. e viJ. tage of <:;oln.'1 rnaus'!n and ~-l~ .Lo\,el· uag·1rge 
p p~r mi 11 we journey up the \71 s u.~.llc.l::on pu a:. -cil.e Rex av nu~ 
b i ~ ::3-:. tuo of •e!;lyuscl.ln , · 111 find o U:!'s .1 vee in t;!'efela. , 
no\ ..,h t ut •ill , or t ... ':! u p1:.., end of w.nat \.Bs once X:XX a part 
o f Ge r D D 'town • 

Cr -fel is t n::nae of t. 1a town in cd:cnany , '>lllicll \1:1s .,Jle ho .. e 
o til-e thi~teen emoni te fa .. u ll. ~s \: .. o t·ounaed ~.erl.l n't.o\m . :.rhey 
a· il_d on. uly 24tl1 1683 and re ned .J?llil d~llJ .la on oc~o ber 6 ... h 
of th-: 1e year • 

.. :3e tween t.r e lo er :met upp .r 1 at.:.<-n.~g~ nLl.L s ' '3 p s ~.~.troUQl th~ 
deepest urge uf ~ .. 1e · .. i s• ahic...ron ; Ol"l t.le <..:lV~rJt:1ut rti.LL Gi ae th~ 
hi lJ.S re 400 f _et l.igl~, a1 d n r l :l t .. l'3 s .1e on t e Hox"oul'OUB1 
iae. 

her e i s gi ven the 1'ac ta of 1fhe tii&leof our J!i11 lio, ti:J;:x 21 
and the 147-i- acr '3a aur ro undi ng 1 t : 1689 Fr~ nkford Land cor ... p any; 
1708 John H. spro"3gell ; 1 '1 1 2 Thomas .rr~a a ; irornacl3 ~er who in 
1690 O\med on e qu~rter of tl1.e \;illiam Rit ten .. ouse • A f i rst pq)er 
mil l: 1717 ~ho a car vel sr ., 
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The grist mill was built b3tveen 1'11'1 u:nd 1736 und in r/3'/ 
'I'homas carvel Jr . , sold ~he mill a)')d land to Jooevh \:o01len sr ., 
a mi ll"'r of Germn:n :;own. 

In 1737 Joseph \.oolen appli"3' for h ro· d fro! Rox·oorou~h to 
Cbeot1 u t Hi 11, known a G Sp-'U0e Li 11 road. He s ta t~d that h~ l1ad 
recently uilt a n~w gria~ mill and wished tJ1e ror..d alr'eody 1~1 
use to ·oe confirmed. T!l-e pet~it1.on w-.~s granted. 

In 1738 Woolen and his -.dfe , ::ary , atat_d that John Burge , 
(the eon of t .. e 'I if~ , :; a r J , ·oy a prev:ioua r..a!'rin:"'e) ~..ad '.:>~en of 
,reat assistance and help ond a t!'uat vaa fo!"'!l-d t'o::- ttvo years . 

6/ 

Aa;Jdr~m HOb~sonoBrd, of Su."Jlac p:... :tk liills , Wi ssahickon, a:nd Jonathan 
Robe son , were :nade trustees . At the end of the period one half of 
tl e grist mill and land \'1as to be given to John Borge , who 1n.a::ried 
Elizabeth , the daughter of Joseph Woolen , Gr(his step- sister) . 

Joseph Woolen Sr . di'3d in 1739 , so that the o-ther half of 
the e tute passed to Joseph \7oolerr, Jr . 

We wi l.L leave tbe r2i 11 for <1 mora en t to describe the •'111 storical 
MAp of C}1estnut Hill" d<)signed and dru\:l'l "oy Joseph P. Sirnq , nn 
urchit ct . Al1 th~ P.arly roads, with dates of cont'irm&tion , tb1~ 
four ~.icaah~ckon-ch~atnu Hill mills , the ancient }J.Q~uaea, i.1clu ... irrg 
the pos1.tiorl of the dwellings of John :surge , nev . 1 ichael GchlHtter , 
\7ho built the pa:per n ill on paper l!ill road in 1'159 ; Jo:!:m Pi:pel''s 
barn \lh~re \,h _n th~ Indians were ho ldine th~il' P' w- wowe n t council 
Rock were given food und sh~lter; the fal'm of 1J?02,t ... ..at included 
t e 45 acre louer I.:agarge tract, a jocke7 riuin~ a horse on tl e 
race tract , ant ola mill ro au \7~li ch i s no\. I...i,;hlann avenue . 

Sll of t.hese landmf. rz :> r-~ ne· r · :hll Ko . 21. 
\ ':! must mention a f~, o j_ler scenes o n th~ map , furtLer away 

from th.e mill . General Yf• - ••. int.on and his st ff marc.uing uo\.11 
t. e et. lehem Pik-':! ch:r'o UtY ~hes tnut. Hi 11 to a tt· cjc the nr:. tish 
in er ... n town; a fanciful d r·ue.ine of the \d lliam Det·:ees paper 
mi 11 of 1710 with a grea ':. ·.:mderellot nheel in J.e foree:t:ound; 
tl e arms of Penn and pastorius ; ~nd to these Joseph P . Sins has 
added acores of o th~r l..i s tori cal facta . 

The grist mill, a t this date , w1s O\ ned by John Barge 
and Josepr. Wool~n , Jr. i n 1750 t ... e latt~r marril3d neboroh, "the 
Hidow of Jo.,t..thon paul , of • ill :r-ro . 22, Aa :Jtated )efore sh"=l 
h· d l" in'; r~zt in thr "'e o-r t.he Cheotnu~ Hill mills , !:llso ~he 
Tho" 1na Livezey Hi 11, L1 no x"o\n·ough. 

•.rhe \,ido\,s and daughGars of the lnill<:l's gen~rally mnrried 
young arJd often. The cill~=rs wer~ ~ '3 larges .. ouners of prop .rty 
i the com; unity. At tiues a very nice dO\!"=lr went with the bride 
He in the coae of Widow :aeoorah puul. 

In l75't Joseph ,Joolen Jr . , beca1:1e finonci lly e:r:1oarass,~d 
and at a sheriff's sale his "orot:ner-in-1 w , John Barge pur­
ch sed o e uart~r of ::ill 22 and 61 cres contin· ine; the 
grist rill, house , et~ f or 335 :pounds . Almlo 194 ucrea and one 
half of th~ grist Pnll No . 21 thereo erected, for 900 pound . 

John Barge died in 1755 and his will mentions l"'..io sp_uce 
·.:111 'hich '· a a pap~r mill and 243 ucrea of l.. .. nd ... :.ch he 
left to his wiao\, , Eliz.abet:1 and t.1eir children. 

He left the b) uae in Ch s~nut: ill (at 8502 Germanto\~n ave) 
to hi!S mother , Wiry, providing she s..,ay~d cmay fr·oJi 11 her preoent 
husband" . S] ... e s ems to aave done better L l.e:c first tu~ 
marriages than s~e did in her third. 

In 17G6 H~ry De\:e s , \.ife of ]'amer Dewees, and daugHter of 
John ]3· rge, sold a quarter int~rest in the mill and l and ";o 
Joseph }.ather, who had 1.:urrle,.i Elizabeth , th widow of Jolm 
)3arge . In 177•1 Joseph }Lttn·~r was t~xed fo.: the rull and in 1783 
t1 e millel' was taxed for a grist Hlill(one quarter) 

To Jooeph: a tiher and ~.:e~ \}Ujrters ~o .nd.rew )3arge, the 
son o'f John . 

In 1784 t.n~ hei:rs Gold t 1e :) p ~rtJ to Daniel ~holr11H3 , a 



. e 

millel' r~:orJ ::o:-:·eland 'rownshi>p . Th~ pr..-.s-=nt mm.e uf the rot:.d, 
r o.1as .ill Ro d , takes its nane fro • t:tis purch· s ·- . :.l) ... e nill 
w e o·,,ne". by 't!le ~1or.1a o fal!li ly fo::- over 50 y al'S o " i 1 1839 it 
End 25 acres \.ere sold to """r ankli n A Comly, anci at a sheriff ' a 
sal~ in 1844 i t passed into the poseesion of \!illiam r,ukelll3. An 
e r; i ~r \,i lliam Lukens , of th.i fami l.f, w a th~ ancestor of 
pre ident Theodore Roosev~l~, and t .. le p .. :esent L.r s . Frunltlin 
Delano Roosevelt , wi ·e of the pr~s~nt _r eeidel"t of the Uni ted 
states . 

I n 1851 :t. e p l c ~ ' a a p'..lrchas.ed by Edwin R. Cope, a paper 
nuker , nho i n t .. 1e same year \:u a par .... ner i n tho firn o :f' 
:,.agarge Cope . In a map of the name is a leo given e1e · egargee 
and Cope . 

In the e rly 1850 1 13 Cope l eft :!agerge and purch· s~d t.he 
Ri ve::side L i lls , at Lafayette , (now J.:iquon) i n Wl i te!!lUrt:h 
(Springfield) To\mship . Cupe sold t~wt Joill jio w. C. Hamilton 
i n 1865 . I n 1859 n sneri ff' ' s sule dispooed of Cope'o \,i:J tlllicko 
1dll ~o Charles J~garge , and i n 1867 l~garge sold it to hia 
bra the"!' , Edwin t:agal~ge . Hi .a wi .. lc>\: , sarah H. }!agarse sold the 
sit to the Fairmoun-t parK Co I i ..... sion i11 1872 for $ 7'7, 500 . 

The old mill aam i s just above the ·ori~..~oge ; tlle uprings in 
the adjni cent hi 10 au plil3d t .. .le Yfllier to rna~'e pt.per . Tl~is 
s.ring u1ter \7a stored i~ reservJirs fro ,,hich it uas con­
du~t-=-d into vats by r.neuns of 2100 fee of pipe . Gale o f the 
reservoirs were 50 feet it.,her t~lan t'le nill and t eir ruins 
c.n be seen o .n t e path 1 ading alon~ a sraall stl"-3<171 which 
flo\ s into t: .. e \is ahickon j s t above the t:oad. The poper made 
flt this J.1ill · .. · s noted for its \hitenesG , due tote purity 
of t_.e w· te r use i :n i te m kint, . 

I n ~1e early l87 Qt o the r ed covered -oride;e was w !2:hed cn;uy 
ina freshet th t cr..:.J t d m'""'cll da1-age a lo ng tl e \ i ssahi cko 11 . ( se 
illu tration) 

Truditio:r otttes that t.i.1io mi . .L \7bS ni.li,.ed a~ the time it 'v a 
~l e upper Lngarge mil, the "H Indwell Mi 1111 , uft•n' toe oection i n 
E e,land from \.hi ch the L e;are;es orie:;i ally lived. I t !:'lay be t.s.l t 
o of the \7i -ves of a t: arge Ctlme fro , !lcma.well , but t.J1e en 
thmneelveo e_ of Irish extl'action. 

As uta ted b"'fore J. .. e g:::andpar~n·L .. e of ullurl-e:J :r.::aga:::·ge we:::e 
Joseph and s··sa1 na Livezey U:ag.tgr~ . In 1?94 t' ':! f ther purch sed 
a g-rist mil..L o t' e i ngohocKinG r..at i _731 has been ·r.he griot 
mill on the Ric.n rd To\,nsena. pro:pi3rty of 1685-6. HUt;;h Hvber r.s 
after l!Z94 also purch sed i:l grist mill that i n 1'131 had also 
been erected o the same property . 

T.1e f t ~r of Joseph • .:ngarge' s P<:rtrick Lngargel, u n· tive 
of Ireland , v;ho c c::me to pennsylva)'it. early in ;Jhe 1700 ' s . l{o 
mn::-ried 1 urgare t \':a ter .. wn , a desc ndun-c u f captni n Hu;.1ph:.:ey 

.tterm.an of ~he Barb: •• does , and luter H large l ando,:ner i n 
Abi n"' ton and Lo er Dubli n Towns~ps . She di ecl lOth JTl.O . JO~h 
d y, 1739 and i n 1?14 he gave a ltlOl~t..,age on 33:! acres of 
1 ., i n A'bing to Township and J)O lti fe is r1en tioned . 

But "'.:lefor.; 1 ?47 he ht:~d marri <>d ReiJecco , as her n· rue uppe ro 
i ) a o t,_, ·~of tJ..at d te in Lo .er nu·oli n . He and Rebecca 
d-=-eded tllis l un<i to th ir son , Jo!'ll'l'l!t gagg e in 1770. I n 1783 
t~ e orph u:ia cour .. grunted admini.s-:ration of lis eotu te ~o Jucob 

g rge . 
T:illee of tb.c sons o1' patric. i_.agargel sr., were in the 

pen sylvani a l.:ili~ia dUl· i nc tne Revolution; Jol'm , Juco·o end 
Joseph 1.1u gal';ge. 

In a 1aort~ gte of 17o2 patrick:_< e;argel sign.;! tho<.) deed 
befo e en!j.amin Fraru.din, -..nich was u jus'tice i n tha, year. 

1:any of tl e 1 ter 1 ugarg~s reoi d i n .... >:ci..,tol ?ownsl1ip near 

• 



t e old mill on tne \::ingohocJ~in~ creek. !JiGs ,_or, Anna Joneo, }~ 
a dec-en ont of Josephuago:r~;.-: wrot'3 rae 11l!Y 1c.othel" \llen a little 
child lived i n tnt~; ::.ouse still st ndiq~ on church l une , a croos 
the l'o d fro the old Roberts " ill." 

•.rwo of the gra11dsons o 'f mera.'bers of tl1e f il'll of charles 
. gar Be l: Co . , in 1850. are to day m-:lnber of -uh-: firm of the 
curtis paper com:pm J , of :~e\Var:= , D~law.1r e , and .~ount Hol .... y Springs 
Pa . 

I n ow.· illu trat~on of t11e t.~n dcllax note of th ... Bank of 
Germanto\.11( 1840) 11otoe the por !;!'~ito of Chal·l-e3 J Lsgart:Se , t.he 
Presid:.rlt , and John :B't.tnning W ~son, the cashier , und au~hol .. of 
11 Watson • e Anr:.tla" . 

We beg to ~hank ,..mnuel -" . Houston for tll tJ e illuatra ~ions 
,;l.i ch :1· ve greatly added to t..B i nt rest o-r the lower and up}Jer 

ag r ge .-ill · rticl<e and also for ot:.1.ers to co1.e luter . 



l!i 11 1~o . 22: Jonathan P<:t ul • s ar is t :..1 11 
Te·.:.yu cung \To olen and Colt ton F· ctory. 

After leaving tl e U)p~r H~garge puper mill we have a tbree 
quarter of a mile -.: lk t.nrough till? deep l·ocky ca~gg of the 
issahickon to BelJ 1 s. ill Road Bridge. 

There are ·out few au;omobiles here . All ia quie ~ und r&?atfu1. 
Qur minia~ure lllU'"'t!'~tion Ol .. OWS qui:.e a colle~tion Of l">Uildinr;a 
of th~ Tedyu ... cung ::ill of 1870 tilat s~ood upon the oi te of th«~ 
ancien-: Ho\/ell Grist ·ill of 1710. The t: e bu.t:gground you notice 
how the .nidden v· lley of thl3 \/iosahi!clcon ia opening ou, into tl~e 
plains of pri ngfield and \!hi .. ern rsh to\.~ohips, once u fertile 
Dgricu1tural coun-c:ry , bu:. now covered \~ith the greet1s , fair\.uys 
and o ttrac ti e clubbouseD of l'lany golf clubs . 

It h s been p:>:-opo sed by ch"'.! good people Jf Boxborough nnd 
Chestnut I.ill that ano ... her gre t hic;h b-·idge auch s the \lalnu~ 
lar1e and Henry nvenue struc .. -.lres should span tLe \Jia e~h.icl~olJ 
valley i n this section. 

In the fu ... u.re il' •• en t ... 1e cathedr 1 Church of Christ , bein.~ erected 
i :n Roxoo.cough just l'Je;yonu t L 9t:1 miles tone on Hidge ro d , ia com­
pleted better tranapor":.u ~ion avenu s \,i 11 'b~ re '1.tured to r euch 
the (JI't; t fane and i~s b~ utiful eu:croundi:ng., . 

If th~ old til"1e Indi ns w o once \Vere houaed. i n Jo.m Piperlo 
bal.'n cuula. r e tur11 to dHy to ill~ Wi s:Ji.iilic.,on t.h~y would be terrified 
to see auch i p ovemen ts as golf cou=cae and ca tlledra1s occupying the 
site of their hup:py hunting ,rounds . 

Il'l the sma 11 sec t io o! ~ . J>. Sima lar Je map of "His ;eric 
Chestnut Hill" , that \N reproduce ~ ::.e Y.~ek , you will find the 
exact lo~·Jtio of this paul mill. , ~mu a de,_,cription of the villuge 
of c r efeld , the upper section of the four di visio s of Germ<.ntown . 

Also :pl~ e note -: ... 1e fox L.unter followin~ t~le hounds r a.ing 
do\.n ::;he hills fro Rox )Orot.fii and about to p sc o '!er the b:·idge; 
and th eettler~ent kno\7l1 ae Pu:npkinville in 1840 . 

The o ;:;her four i neerts of th~ Dewees l:ill , Gener 1 Wo bngton , 
C"o\ .rs printing offic_ a .d rJ.e Indi n encu pr.tent gi ve the text 
under each , deBcri ~ R the scon~s reproduced. 

Uou 'P. must retnnn to the su-oject of the contents of the old 
musty d.eds nd surveys \lhich tell us tll.e early history of the 
a cient gris ~ill . 

In 1684 J . I. van Beboer is gr n t ed. 61 ucres in "GhJ villuse 
of Crefeld , fro .... le p:ri ngt'ield(nort1n eote::n city) line "to the 
sonun"'r h us en line . 

nerly all t. e grant" 111 Gerraanto· n \,ere long n· rrou J) rallelograr.'ls 
and thi p rL;icul r tr ct w s a· out 16o0 f ~t lo1 and o ly o.lOO 
f"?'3t \.id-;; \dth the \lis ahicKo creek ana. Bells }'ill ro d bi:..ecting 
t .e plot . 

In 170'1 van BP.b P.r oold t.LlC pl~ntatiol ~o Tl.o naa n.ut t.er nnd 
camuel savage , tLe fo:r1 ... -er oe1. g said ~o h v_ ouil t at . an· t \,ny in 
172'7 the t;i rct iron for pi Pcnnaylva~;ia . I t uao att. eked by 
Indians i n 1723 but tj.ey ·~:e .. :.;,; 1·epL..lsed \.ith gre t lo '3B 'oy t.he 
' o rlcr en . 

Then xt o\ner of tho:! prop _rty was ])9.niel Ho\C~l, i 1710, 
and he it \.ao \tn built t. e riot nill . Li oon, e ja1:in, • urchased 
the mill i, 1'730 . rre married cathari'1e P<~l)en , tne grand daug.t er 
of \ i llia. Ri t te house Sl· . , '7..:1. o:ri .i nul paper maker o tl.e 
Colonie . 

In 1?33 a etiulon for the confi:.·rJa"':.io of the line of a rond 
to anjalain l!ov· .ll t B :nill , 6 ~ l t )u t. at ' e;ri S t mill he d b•~en 
in P.Xi stence for o v r 20 yeal's '_le:re -c'1i ro d crossed the \. i c u­
. ickon ; tl tho :rod 1as now obstrllct d nnu asked tat the 
ro·Jd be confL~. ed ll1o •• ~ t-:'3 nort.u •"'i e o-: Ch~ t}1ut 11::..11 .:.o Hob son 
or .. idge :::-o d . T.le petitio 1 "-as accepted. Tl ... e ro .d h s h d 1 ... any 



names , incluai Ii0\7~ll • s P.o ..... d , paul ' :J. ill Ro d , \ ido,. pcu1'a 
ro d , nell • il road , Thor. 'o lane , anei. no,,· again B~ll'o l .. ill 
P.o id . 'rile present "o:~·i ·ge w e b-..ult oy Iotwc Bell in 1820. 

In 1738 HoHell oold tne mill a11d 51 acreo f 1 ~~ for 1800 
ounde , to Jonathan paul , eon of John and uary paul , of Abington . 

Jonathun m· rried Deborah Ken ton . ue died in 1748 t n ..... sh~ married 
Joseph \1o o~en , Jr ., irl 1?50 . 

I n 17-39 Jonathan .... old one- qu r ter of the mill nd land 'to 
Jacob Leach , nd i .a. 1758 he old t:i.1e aoue to •.rho.'W Li vezey 3rd. 
I 1739 Jonathan solcL one quarter to Charles Heo 'ly and lle in ~um 
oold it in 1712 to Jose .. h \ oolen Jr . 

l'he firs~ rnen tio r of a school in crefe1d ( Cl .. ec tnut Hill) wue 
in 1745. It v1as on paul 1 r> l ill road auuut 800 feet weot of th 
1:1ill, ~ d w a for ~h8 accomodatio of t...le inha"oitants of German­
to\ n , :1hi ter.1nroh , springfield 3nd Roxborou · To\.na.tips . our of 
the lJille:-s 'i'e e t!"ustees : Jonathan Pt~ul , Jo ... n Barge , Garrett 

nd Ienry De'.leeo . 
At tl.e tL:1e of slleri f \~s s le i 17 54 Jo 3eph Uc olen , Jr 

to Jol n -3are;~, t e lu t ... er Hocu.·cd llul ... or th~-? mi 11. 
The d~ed of sa l~ :3tat d tha!J John v ndaren \loa occupyinc ti:1is 

ill i 17o4 . I n th~ next yPar vandaren p~'cb s~d t1e Rox or u h 
Grist u i ll (Ho 1 . ) do cat.od at the .,1out. o.co th_ \7is uhickon , tnu 
t e old .obe on Grist and w .ulls (n~ • Z and 5) on Rid..se ro d . 

nd Deborah au1 h d a do ... ~:.c , · a ry , wl.o inherited 
one h li:' of ill :ro 22 . She marri ~d l er cousi n Jo 1n ., ul , wno 
,,as t _ bro t.her of Jo oeph pa~1 who o·., ned I i 11 _,o . 20 . I n 17 58 tl£> 
LivezeJ qm::rt_r,us sol· ... o Jo:~1 paul . In 1?69 ~1e lut~e::..~ ,,ua 
tuxed for a ia rill d 272 cres; a d i·~ 1774 for t· ... e 111 

102 ere . 
e uuburb n P!"eso , c June 22nd 1933 pu·uli ".led a snort 

account of tli~G 1 ill :~o 22 , but i .~ XM'%1!'lt rele3te . ostl y to "';he 
f· ct t: ·t ~eneral Ar:nstrons lee •• lis pennsylvallia Division of 

.. t"hin _o'1 ' o ArJp.y , 011 oct be_ 4t.u. J/l?'l , i'!:u Cheotl'lUt:ill to 
att ck t ... e He sif;lns a~ vundaren • a J!ill, ovel' tne ·cridge :.hat i3 
no' ell ' s rill oad b!'idge . 

On the sub~ ec t o ~ the Revolution \/e wan t to ntate th. t t.'rJ.ere 
l~ere losses sustai ea. by th mille.:- of the \ i"' · hicko a1 d 

i kohocking ere ks . T.le a .. unts 'hicl =.~! e received n ... reira-
uroe u nt f o t e .i.ll.leri c go ~~rruaent • f t~r tlH~ \iHr \le-e : Geurt:>e 

:1<1m en ... o' er \v o O\!D ~d u gr1 i;lt mi 1 u 1 the \'lin '"'oho ·~L<:in !> and w:1o it 
w s tll t ,uide General Ar .. rong t s ar1 y <J.O\.n ·tc.'c Val darens fro 
its ki pack ca.p on octobe~ ~~~ 1?74, received 434 pounds . pet.r 
Hi :cl \.ho o n d Cr.:;e:1ei valley gric ... m:.11 25o pounds ; J· cob 
Las (I.os-1) tn-: o\der ker of cres.aei. vc.~lley 239 ound3 , 

A we • ve .l- tio .d Pip-r • s bar sev !' ~ ~i eo e bet~ to 
quote Dr . J , :; . J.ucFarl·ne follo o : ":So r-sev ernly ear s ufter the 
a. t U'3men ":. of Germ~:.mtown tlle I ndi. :.1c 6 tL~red at Co unci J Hock, and 
wlule en" g _ in their po . 'o s, \7hi ch "'O .e times conti · u _d for · 

1011 , t ey m d t.L.:. !1e dqu r~ers t o ~ Joh"' Pip r , 
co si er d t.J.eir fri nu , nd ' o .gave th n o ;: food 

_l ter . T.le pip ;;r prop rty , 1 .. er or.ned by c . A. ~~e\ h 11 , ' us 
oet' en Cl1.ost ut .Iil avenu"" · nd Hex avenue , we t of se .. inole 
avenue ." 

Jol p ul t ... _ o\ n~r of ·ill Uo . 2~ ,di :ad i. 1?83 dnd left the 
ill 1 • 204 Acres to is ons , John nd Joseph • paul . 

I 1801. t .1.e.... solO. t 1. e1·cl1 t JJill a d 1 nd 'to J raeo u d 
I a i ah :3ell, mill rs of .,.erm nto'\ln. In 181~ J m .1i ha l f 
·o ro.ia.1. I 183.J :"'erilf1 s s le di ~oned of . e rop_rty to 

' i lli ana so u ~1 :Bell and t ey tr n fered it to ca t ... arl ne 
· orp , ,,ife of Isaac T •• orp_ , anti i 1 18•.1.• ehe sola. tjL r.ill iind 

1 0 ucr~s to Jo.ln . • Thorp . Anut-ler e.lerif·- • s s·le p·1ss~d it back 
to C t.·ri _ norp . At tli"' ti1e ...... 1 r e t.J.:ree- tory c lico 



rir Gine , dyei g nd b1e c.1ll.n eo., blis· 't.:t o t_ ~1· .ouseo 
an d\ellin.., . 

I 1~ Sl!ledl Y' a map of 1862 tn_ m:i lls nere c· 11-d "Tedyttzcung 
\,ool · nd Co ... ton F cto:.:-y 11 • 

In 1864 t e wer ~ pur ch . ..,i hop . Kelly , t.ne1 n o .. : er 
eriffts a le in 1866 passe .,n_ on Jo Jaun B. Bi-:lOp , anc.t ut 

18?0 t! e ci y pttrc .. 1· sed tHe tr· c.t , de. o 1~ ..,heel t1 _ !a.i llo ond 
dd~d t ... 1 1d to F"'irmount 1" rk. 

Frank n. w teo:n , th<:! Ul'Chi teo I~ of tl1:; c thedrul ChUl:'Cl .. o:f 
C .rist , Ro::borough , bet1. _e, Rid cave ue n d }.Hgy' s 1 ill rottd , 
inforMs ua that t: e sit<:! of the L>rea-; f· ne is 41? f _e t ubove 
se l".!ve1 , one of the i £n t poi t ... i n phil delphi county . 

"Lady Ch pel 11 ' .. mit of tl cbtb.eliral, i' cing Jd.dee < venu~ , 
is · l:c y co. lcte , nd f111o t ... \indo'\ s one c n .·ee t ... e great 
Dela\i're River oucpensio bride , :Bryn iln\!l' , · nd the V<llies of 
.. ne sc.luyl ill and ;is ahi C::on . 

\/hen co11 let _d t:1e to er \ i 11 be 22 fe~t hi fro ~he flo or 
of th~ n ve . 



il. No . 23 . uem:y Dewees pup r ::ill. 

c<=>k \ e vic;i .. ed tne ei te of P -.....1 1 s \l'l1 i t J:ill at B 11• 
ill Ro , Before goi g u to t e next mill let u~ x~b ~ce ou v epa 

lo er r~e p·p r will . 
t un y i e -": • C. Ch d\ i ck , J::'. , 

ress, of Ho.xburour91 , 'lnd I m de D 81;&rcl.. 
Li her ty, nd we fou 1d ~ ~r on rock facing 
e~ t oide of t·1e, i..,s hickon , bet ~n Le 
r d i .... e t • i 11 J)a .• 

It t k . , ho\ ever , 
t · 'C reo_. 1 s t"1e noted 

\ e 1 o o o nho to ~r 
ov. rt ell v~nu"' ori e , 

edi to · of The Subur < 
for the loot Goddeoo of 
l .o s:t sou tl.1 , j)n t.1e 

pro Bono publico ""ounwin 

to see 

juat 
ria 

_ per mi 11 ro ; l"'o t e o 1 • ug rge c.J.il it y stack ..,; 
3 0 :i'eet bov t1e :pres.nt office buil<ii u • 

.''ow 1 t u :;., rt ou~ in o ... :Bell 1 u Hil! Roud and \talk about 
half a mile up tue \lisahickon to th,.. s:1.orp bena of the creek. 

T .. e Andorrn Nurseries , a l:' e on tllie lef:t, nd r~ehr!:.an' o map of 
crefeld(l751) gives us the po itio, of e ry Deueeo poper ltill . It 
i s about 2UO feet furtner u .... e cr ek t.h n t pos .. io n t;;'iven 
o. Sius Historic 1 .. ap , ao repro ... uc _ ~u u.r· Press lt et 

eek . 
e .li 1.:; o lot id~s o creek hav"" · eco1:1e 

1 i ns of r , orge ir openil ou~ i to 
pri ~ fi 1 it~. rsll To' nsllip.J on 1 .r "'ide of 

"01' h\ester venue . 
H "'nry D \ ee:::~ O\,neLi. a d\;~llina ov l' Jl e 'oord_r i n 

pri:n;-~ield 'l'o\7nchip , o 1 to Barren Hill , · nd today 
three golf course$; t ..... e oxborou Cvunt:r:y club , the ! t. r ble H' 11 
oolf ourse , nd t· e ·. _;_t .... r ... h Country club , ._it tl ~ir reno, 
f·inc.ys , etc :::-e loc te o t e old f·'t' s , a d gre tly to 
t e c r1 of t:t c sce71ery. 

'!.ae pap r mill was o 
ere , 'ith · fro Ja e of 66 ine; 

bc1ck ··out ·l 0 feet. I'hi a all tr ct '\:oul o... llo\ ... or d Dn 
tl e is f i~Kon , so the nill . u t have b_en built ~ o tll 
cl'ee .. c • ... ·:t ~ flo·. s down f ... o ~u J~l!larsh nd enter::; t .... e \li r:i aLi c:con 

' this oint . A "'mnl otre 1 p·• sed ..... rou · Andorr· }TUl'oerieo 
n t A li .. tl cr e n.c. r ··o.t....,'\'3Gt r v nue . 

Tl h· 1 · er-e ' e re d_ cri · i .,!:!i '' s ~n cr f ~ld v~llu~e; p rt 
o n 81 cr_ tr c~ tllat Tho .. n o Tr-j ... purch ed i 1?03. He sold 
it in 173~t , to p_ter Knous , ·in 1?4? Glrr tt De\7ees pur::h sed 
.2 crea. (}frrett'\', the son r~":illi De\.c r \•ilo i lh~riteu 
o e ha 1 f o f i i s f th er s lli 11 ... iv • J6 • 

On Dece.·er 9th 1?4? G rre,. J_weeo, <s miller, \Jit.l \;'i:f Agl"les, 
sold to his br~t ... er Henry De .eeo , t pa.., er .· k · o.r ppri l"lt,fi~ld 

ownsl ... ip, one half Here ond here , before 1'/51, ! enry Deweec "oUilt 
hi p·pe:r mill . 

~o, t 1747 d.ed :)t t_ Len:ry De\1eec \, p per TJ "ce r , 
D:::- . 1.! i 1- Cl ~ctver 1 ill, ne l. 

trn;t belo ge to 
- one ' &ich .i.le 

c _l , ~~ h· d six o 
ee ... er . 

.. p .. i ~ion fo::..· ro d t Ln th t 
lund not f r distant :fo:o e~•ch otl er 11 t~le 

1· uee st· 11d~tb. is i tu'1t · i J '"'p:rin~fi ld 
'31. o hl. c ) )r;~ 1. i .... 1 i a bui 1 t. i s i n Gerr.1:.111-



. cr ,.. 
L"' <.1 .: cko n • 

follo a; 1769 p per 

~ of p"=! • du:ri t e JlCYolui;ion, L . 
~ li ers ' uer stock, u ed nd unuoed 

~1 of o t S!10 f' .... poured into ~ e 
i equally 10 t se_ .ono , tr· c t nJ 

t . t ·1 1 r e nuneer o :i : 
and t• e 1st edition o" 

e ::;12' of p per fro. 
e So\. r Ei · 1 of 

·ouaine _ s . 

er o uvon 
re Bel ja :in 

oea oaut 30 c~es of 

G e ..x> 30} • cr c 
ill • o . 22 . The 

._. i)ortio of 
uildin"s out t 

nill \ 

0 
ill 

J -



,...ill No . 24: illia. D~\;e'3s, l?lJ. second P<J?er ~ill in t.e 
Colonies . 

i 

ur r~il"'e o ov b~r::! r gav~ the 
o 'f 1 n 1 upo :n \-:l i ch thi o r i 11 

i"" now o· neu by : ~ • .o unt b't . Jo (H~ph 
i sa:UcKon Cre~k , Gert anto\ n avenue , 

u ... built . 
collec;e , und 
<.nd }·or"th\ eotern 

.. venue . 
In 1684 t e 1oo c!'es wa'"' ol.ned oy Jo.cob 

II'l l ?:Jl a 1 ?02 ··ei vert Pap~!'l purch ed t:. p 

Te1ner c:.nu ..,irck Sipr.aan . 
tr ct . He \.a '3 bori'l in 1655 
~· rried Elizabetll Rit~en­
e ~i:.·s~ p·:? r .• · ke~ o-" the 

Ci e toN ~ fie ~ in 1685, nd a out 169 
house , t. e ut)i er of · i lli~L Ri t tenh · u e t 
Colonies . P pen died nbou~ 1708 . 

\ i l..L i a newe~o plli. .. c:1 sed f_ o ~l e Pup en hei~n , i n 1710 , tJ1e 1 0 
cr s r; t et;; n bout 500 :fee~ east of where the 'is 111ccoJ croosee 

C.lt.; Line , Jnd end d :.1bout 300 feec \':est of Genfl n .. o\l:n ":Terue . 
It i i d t1.· ~ · i l..Li .. De\ lee ~:nd lli · bro ~ .er-i ~ - 1< u , ~~i c:::o laa 

ittm.house were 0.9iJl'en'tices i t.:1e f'ir"lt p< pe ... mill in iUneri~u , on pu:per 
~ 111 R n (~ onosl o11e Cree~<:} H. xoorou ~h . 

JJr . J . J . .. !a c:i;'arlane,Xlot.~.:txx.:e<..."<.X :in his lli to:r:y ot cec:. : "'".:'1.1.e exi t >n~e 
of t"rl'l nill early s 1?1-' is s: o\:n by t;x·~:.· ~ta ·fl•o :.·~ records 
ot t ,.. p r o ccounts of HeY . p ulus •r n ',TlP.et , J)utcl~ .. e~orr:1ed 

i · i ter i en syl V<ii1iH . ':,'Le fol.lo\ in 1 t:-ie:J r ~ sc t :.e::·~d ~~rou_,..l 
t c urch recor o-4' .... P. con '"'r-e tion: tn:e.: b~gin ,,i th :Jece. ·Jer 18 .. n 
1 ?10: •Recei ved fro illiu. _ :;)ew~ee · q~ reo of :>U!>er · :; ? fd pe:.· quire. 

' e 
f 

p p r 1) at 9d P- - quire; 5 quires o4" ;> ,) r t Gd · er c .. :uire , 5 
of p Ar ot 7 .. d p r quire . etc • 11 

... io i llia. D-e\ ~es ,r . _ fo · ~ \7_._ _ l.. ':lui 1 .. t- ., !>.per 
t - 4 i so~ .rl10 US-3n til. t 1 t b C e t. e lui. e!' 
ill. 

~ ou 

i n lGr/? i Li evm.u·den , J oll nd . He arri V•~d i x·e\7 
"'fterward s~ttl-e<\ i 1 uern to\ n . I 1'/04 L.e was 

~: .. ar ·~.ere but th::.· J'1 dw11llings i ... vre:'el t 
ti. c:1 '·... ... t of :JeHe•::s. It C! too d :O:xxt on tlle 

\~i ty Line u nd "he i "s . ...i cJ::on . 

th. fi r.J~ 

it~ .... ro: 

:p xio d . 
t 1e uou t 

nt 

oth rs 
· i sa­
road 

·rel i " ri s 1.' t o-r -:;he 
~ • COU.' .. TJ 1 ' good; Al1 ~ .. ft 
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'' I :1o . 26 : .illim'l DevJeeo m1d, o,u Gort;;)l s( l'7 2d) 
Rott'!n '"'to.1-3 :p·per( la·o-eo"toc o:.~ Ho-rn:.Jlmd~) 

e 1 v~ b_ fore u a united tat~ G~o logical nurv~y .nap , gJ. 1/~ 1.., 
tno r.:o1tour ll.nes 01 the t:'.ent nil~e C.1:...~ou,ll ,..,.-·.~.ld ... ~he i snlli~,con 
:t'J'O S . 

1\"" tn~ tj our.h ot the ·is ~ickon \1he ... e ill _ o . 1 t'U"' si ·r..u·t-:~d , 
now ~he hi l del)hi a 0nnoe club , -.;1e .lei .,.,'t ubJve t lO.e\.ater "" t e 

i '.uc:r Yl i c 25 -r:_t . c•ev_ .:lilea abon ( .o~·th,.ec t~rn u~enuJ)n~ 
XlltXm,c:: we!'e _!i ll • oo . 2'~, ':!5 , :nd. :..!t3 , 1u c d o :n tJ,-3 ounh •:;t . Joseph 
Co l.Le p:!:op rty. : ere t:1e ere -~c \. G i l1 t.H~ 1· .. 0 l "3V 1 • 

.1.he i - a ic~on rio 3 near L nsdal~ '\Jlero!\ 't ... ~l ~ .. 't is 3GO t·~et 
"Dove t~Cl w:1:.er , _o "· t thco f l.L 1.ro tjQU!,,e ~o ou~h 't .... ·ou ) .. t.~ 
t •. ent. ai l~a i a a out 335 f eet. 

A. p~culJi:tr f a tur of tJ.l~ •vi ss is ,._ r 'Rt>EG 
1 scn~:~e f r a \ r te::c- cour:;~ . 

• Y ·rH.sff '!.0 I~ G .J •. O"JGli .'0 L . • PL JN, 1 •r HI GEG 
f\ 6LUGG! OJI • ,:UErt 1'! WUGH :i'L ? L uJ.))S Fon ·-vu ~EEN 
• ~li s B LL I ~ • - . L 0 ' ") ,. .. ,'\ ,., :'tl~ . , ... <m,( ~., ...,p 

.I :; - ...L. .;..J • • ..., J'\.:. --' J... .. '.,JJ. .. /.J~ J.J ... .J .:.J :....LJ ' 

fl JJR::, ~0 1" 0 U J."'.. CR ~1~ . 
~ \!~ek e told t- ~ "'tory of Deweeo 1'710 pap~= .n.ilJ. . Joel 

uselJ, .> p~r naki•1g 11iecor~al'1, 3t t~~ ·~11 t "it '\7 s eret:! ~ed on n small 
o tr e ·-~ · ., ~.pti ed i n t;o "!jhe \ i s::a.u c.{on CreeJL D"'' r ":.lle anor of 
·prin t..Jtle 1<1~' •:ms l.S til strum t:1a" Gl~o ses puper il_ Hoad and ""-e 

J:Se t •• le. em ·i;<:e anct ~nters t ... e .is nhickon )'lA r 'tJle present J)'lleeo nmn. 
on this creek nd , .. ne pr~sent J)ap~r !till road i n 1?59 , tne Hev. ich·,el 
SchJ. tcer ouilt lus p!) r ml. l..l. .:'iQ • 28 . 

,e k-t o·;v 'tint in 1?13 Dewees sold t .... e pnp~l .. Hdll TA> four '1."!n ,one. 
ot ... .n.o . .:1 \a"' Jo.1n oorgaa. :3, \e s·.lp)o e .J.a,.. t.:L:.s J ilJ. .o . 2..> , a 'tJLe 
one\'! ~re :Jew~es :nd o:r..; s J:laJ1Ufaccured paper made -:'ro~.l ro ~ ... ~ J Gtone . 
J. n J.'l ~Y \ .en :J~'\7e'2~ · ok a o.· ~.n~ co fi:::-1o1ation o'f tl.~ ro· d p· st .1ll:J 

1.1..LS 1e t t_d .,..la't t e ni11.:.o ·were "cons·.:; ntly goinB" ao t."'l< the .:IUat 
11 VP conti u d op-;r ~i g ~ .. _. 111 f'C~~· selling l.t l ll 1?13 • 

... up r ra· de trv:!! asbr:?s·~os i ~.1-;ntlo 11~d ~.r a Jesul.;. priest i n 16116 , 
11 l YJ 17 2'7 u Ge r::1an na -cur: lu.1 t had ·our o t' l i :; l)O oJ.:s prl. 1ted i n that 

m -:ceri 1. In 185<1 E. ~·ani ere obt:1ined a pat-e :; i 1 ngl· n fo1· tire 
proo1 paper, the as .ostos v rendere..:. V>ery f ine nd pi..l.lpy, nd was 
uu. xed '"· ~ t.n -: '3 p·u 'J u 4 ' r agf3 . 

Isaiah '.:'hor.n" , tne 1i~1Jt histor~an of .A.me:ti -;an p:.·intine; , \Vrote 
tn t "a ea::ly a 1728 ~. i 11 Hl'l Dew.ges and • ohn Go re·1s h d a mi 11 on -che 

i c • i ckon .. er ~ -;_ .. e m~nuf c tured a 1 i .. l. ·~u 'tion of an"' eo ' s~cin p er 
"'or me .orandu.n book-- , '• 1 '!h. w a eLL ex.ecU'tt"~11 . " , o.m .righ tel~, em :: g.gd 
p ~~>r m.lcer i n ..Pennoylv~rlia , m' w'lO _;HY~ tll.:. s a~Jcu unt , ob .... ~rved ~-H t 

k i d. of p p-: r \ s m d~ of ro ~":."3n st A , : ich i .. 'tound i n ever 1 
c c n ·r "~nd to L:e no-th "'Gt of ,hil del!> ia , 1d t1 ~ .. e. et .. od 
C.L. 111n. r.. .. is paJ r wae Jo :;~uu"\.rit i n th" fi-e tor bo-t ti~:1e \'.'lLl1 
un"' t k'?'l out perf.e':tl.J f'· i.r . 

-· e c· de y. of" · tu al ci enc :!S, i n ..Pnil e l p. l a , have u pecil.en 
o tos "t 1 t t\ ~lYe i ,_L:;; lo 1 · t o ... ue Li ey~r ,;uu~rl n .ar 
t;n 

intersti n_, c - "'e of actC1i 1 u 1 1aer u1 \ ~ t:. pu:)'9r i t.llat 
pr~ <; .. AJ ori c Ill Coloni al money a a ea:!:'ly as 1758, p~int .d 

r nldi n nall , · l so Deluw r 2 1 .ar y l nd no'tes ot' 1'7?0 to 17?6 . 
!I you 'turn t. ~ pap~r around i n w our h·md ·in ";h. unli ;h t you wi 11 aee 
tr1 , it~ live •.,ri r.ll 3 .. !a.l.L vHrticl~o of. ~r.u , or l SHl, l UG . '1' .. l i '3 iCinera l 
'!i'G add d 100 m:1ke ~t • . o~- di rric~l ~ r.o coun't-;:::::'f.i ..... le ote , nd 1~ 

rrcounte::.'el.'t i s d atb''· 
1n 17?4 JCt,"'.UUt2 t ..... 1 cuu ._.·y o :1 t _ ;o.lu at :1do:.. ... ; dol.ia r 

not. _rinted i n Armal)Ol~ , .. u. •• co~.tld. b<; e:.ch n~ u l. rl .A c.o tor gold 
a o. 1lv r • t t r t _ ot tou:- GJ l.L.l.l.n[S•J i. p ~nee p -- o.LLnr . 

ill1 illcox, o t .. l~ illcox IVY ill, c.;ll~St-r vr~ek, 
eJ.a\ r t;.o u t;r, :el.L t .... 1 ·olon ::t 1 o e. \7U m de 1 n 



l.LJ.. 

v r. 
. l..L.L"' 

"l:l.J...L 
t.!1l G 

ot hl. nc~sto:r , 
o much uico 1s fou· d lim ~-L :..~lL.l!S 1ol t.ne 1is •• 1ic .. con 1~ 10 

p otmbl.a that nome ot ... los Co1orlin1 paper\: s a1 om· de 1n t...'>-le 
ot ... lli s SPC ~ion • 
t a uch 1at~r perio• ... ~n_,. ti11cox rvy il.ls a] oo Jrl, d--: t-'l~ not-e 

ert by t ~e uiv~rm:.en~ nu r...""le N.eri ~· n unk ~o ~e eo pany , in the 
of nit ~d ::>t test no tas , bu~ they worked into ~he p· p.<!r si 1k 

tom ke i~ .::ore do11.LCU1t -.;o counterfei~ t e ea!~e. 
It ic unfo!'tun \"'; ~ ::.:.at t_lere are no deed , urve.Y"tJ , lOrtguw~o , or 

to giv"" ~any positive i nfor.rt:!.o1 re,.3ardilg the his.o::y o4' 
p· P"'r mill (no . 25) bet·. een 1713 and 1'128 . 

\ ll .. I H DW 

0 n r oh .i:HSt 2 n;: 
Deweeo ~r ., 93 ~crea of 

1729 the ;1eirs o ~ l"1ivel·t Etpen 3o1d to ''i1liam 
hr..: , J"t'ist n.ilJ-- , <;\'.'O p1ir• .. otf stones , pR"'J"r 

mee u· ~:? O!' "';en ,~ c.tl1d llil.L buil i:ngn . '?hi, j~{ mi .l..l .,d 1 t o 1 n.::. , 
1· 111.1 \7a'"' p r t o-t :.ne 100 · cr::~o , · t :oww~ea bou·)l~ in 171) und. sold 

i l'l l.:> . 
An u, ree en t l!lode on Tt'eb~~uar.:r ~nd 1'7:30 be, e~n \ .. illi · 1 ::oeu""es un1'l 
~hri sti na ee1o , 'l..i t:~ :'" e :s.•y Antes (De\ eea' so n- in- 1 TI) t32~ l!li ll"' 
ou11 "t by- and ereet-:!d at e ual cost, n i expen e of X'i llim!l :;:)ew ~es 

· nd enry Ant a . Dig ing and .!l. ~-,g d ms and mil :::-uce , prov111n, g ~aro , 
01 t..1 t e p p~r .!li l.L, wer~ nt oL ~r e of \ ilJ.iom J)ewees . FoJ.~ •• onl!l:,r nd 
1 or exp,..,n ea .nt~s nd 25 ~un·e aterlinu ... e r~cived o"l; h:1J.t 
int.er t l n two c:-_o and 1:1iLL , the :p:.1p :r ttlil.L J. ... only ~o be run 1.:!.1.h 

ur at~r , en t __ ere 2s o.r~ .. han eno gl. to <.l"J .t:f lju. L>·~s"t --..LG . 
n~ o.La 1 .L7 ~ 11J.tt n 11 i ter=st 1 t .L.L , boul :.ing t.i.J.la , 

11 u e , t -~ co::n .... _~ ot bri .~ e t~n ~ • y 1 t~ \IiLLi :t 

"' , · i .. 1 .. o cr · o • <il..L r c ., n I."IU!\J. -1 .nt -.. ndi , pl ue «uU 
o a tl o a LO ~ uo1: :J-: s , ca~·ts, c r ·1 g'3a , b u tb of btL.-._, •,-: .. 1eat 't lour 

c 1~"' , ti bPr or o tner .. :..ing'"' or u e nd ~r ice o 1 sui~ LLts , 11 t to 
excued t o cres ; to JOSep.~ .ollen Jr. :r.ul1~r of u-er. ... urn.o .n . Af·~er 

e.L.ll i l:'ll.l.L5 Antes 0.:.> U ll '; a l U.l.L n~ar 1:1erkio: nn 
cr e 

...... · ~.~·arlBn P t s "Hi s~o . of !!iUrly chee tnut 
i..L.L tt: " i l.LJ.ar ... lJe ~ wus 'ma OL J10l).l.•3 ch .. tr· c;o:;er <nid cons:hm.e!"uble 

torce--in 1 ·er.ancom ne n~ld 1l1oot avt:Jry attica i n t1e git~ O.L tHE~ 
peop.te . • ~ :c~ .nt-es , Jus :3on- i 1- law , wl:L> one of li.Lle Ja0<3C pro.une:nlj :r:1e11 oi 
n1 !..1 e nd a ac"tiv~ i n •~11 reli gious u1d pni1<'l11i.rJ):i.C .oo,..eraenljs 
tn y; 11 ol· pl c~ J.n r.l-:? ~<..t:Jt~rn p·~rt ot l'ennsylvmli'' · uis a:J:50CJ. &r-:!:3 ,.~:::re 
· ucu •" c:ao z,i nzindorf , ·m-;e.J.eLil , . w1lrnb~rg · m. e·1.~r . \,.lit~tJ.e.ld , 

no prea0'1<=>d at 111s ho."" Oj'l swa.1p ureek in ]rede::-J.ck .o·:~•sr.~.J.:p , J. n 1?40 , 
c .J..L l. ti u J.)Utchnan·s plan~ ~ion . Th., Rev . Dr . Dubb s , i speaking o:r 
... 11 t<=>s , ai Cl , ' H"' t. O<l .JY r..1e J.lle of .1i te ri eld , 

And p ::t y:?d i n a ;er:nu tongue , 
·then t.n~ c1a r J.on Yoice o-r ~H! pr:lucner 
u t P.r the hll..Ls of ~r~der1ck ~ung , 
;hey kno\ no~ ea "'n o t.1e:r · o 1 :.1t;u· e , 
.. or a.ia t· eJ ne~d it then , 
.,..or t e one c:r 1 d ".,A1le1uja 1 11 
And t e ot~L!" Slll.C1 , 11 .'\1Ilen l " ' 

,i ll1am 1Je\' ~es <1:~ .. d i ~u:ied , • s we=~ l~t~r n1 i1e 
liS th ri ne l:l so 1e u rr~ J ~ 

17•z5 Hnd VI 
and en:..·y , 1· t .. e pper \rer.1an~o\.n uuy,;ing 

uroupd . 
e a one n·llf o·r Ili'"' l:ll.J...lo · l nd to ... us \:iO •..rll'X"8t~ ; r..He 

be ues:. l.L o r adl. ._., " the r·~..m ing g nr ot ~n ~ puy~r HUl.L 10r uo long 
a t i me ~ r. te '1ei re --hal..L ':.hi n~ tit to .C'i!Ci:) up · p· p ':!r mi l..L ~- a r e in 
tne mi.L.Lhouse 11 • The other tjon , 11enry , 1~a;;: hav"" H< neteed tiUE pa1)'3r 
m1..L.L , a 'hen he bou 11 ~ a .::..31 :· ~ a c r'3 ur1d er~<:: t-=!'.1.. 4 U£W<:!l' W 
( o • 23) o t 1; .. e t9~nd ot· th~ lir_,.e-~ , 1 17 7 , he t/U :J nmned J. :'f · ..... u~ d·~ ~ 



r e 

as a pap-eruakor. 
or r:t f~ J"r o no7; ·~ wil find tha; t:'l~se r~ll~ (J:o . 2o} are 

0\1D don~ half by Garrett <U1d one llalf oy Jose,:~ \Ol~en t:;:r . ...... ~t ua 
al o. e of ~"1."! l.J1f'Ye~s J. n~;r ~ot 1 1 'I.'s":.. 

..uer~an•s .ap of \Jll"'s t"'lut .tiLL {1?50) J!lar.'s .. h.; .1.ocat1o . as 
De\l.,ea il.l. , a o 1~ a-:o ry ballllJ. lu w~th a .L r:1 rce :>tl l J t"' roo·r. 

6.3 

ca rret Dev:~ea murri ~d. Agnes ntreep~r, tl~~ r-i s ter of \!1l.Liam 
stree!)n.r , v;l'J.Q o~.,.n~i '"1!11 l~o 27, juat ovel~ lXJ( nor thr;~ateri.1 avenue , 
tlla tin no1~ the property of tll~ Jniverai r:.y of ?Pl1l11JY.KV<1nia . In 1? 51, 
Garret sold 'to Willia .. Streep~r ttll of tll<:: mills arid l ands . He o nly 
O\med a half i nterest however , and i n 1?60 S t:.:eeper :.;o l d tl1e two 
ha.J.f interests to ··athaniel sheppur d . In 1'761 it is diacovered that 
Streeper only had a half i nterest to ell , ..,o the deed ia corrected 
and She,t.>p"rd only received a half i ntereat. I n Lcl'u un ' s JJap o:f 
cref.o:hd , 1751, the mill is u rke St:reeper ' s .till , and on t~e to.p of 
t·le .ill i s <:i weather vane . 

In 176? Sh~ppard/1 sold , at auction , bio ha l f i nl;erest to Jonathan 
Paul , 'broth~r of Joseph paul, \:ho o\;ned .. ~ill Ho . 20 nt \tiae' o :~ill lnne . 

"To be sold ut th..; Coffee HousP. (Front and Wnlnut streets, Phi l udel­
phii•) one equal half of a stone gri st mill , dwellil1g houGe ~.nd at 1ble , 
v: i tn about t1..r ncr~s of lar1d ":.ll~:ce·..1n ~o b~lonr;ing , lately cal leu or known 
ae ees ill • .Al3o on~ trnct of 44 ucres a part cS''f \hich ht.s good 
1 ""£ C1ow and i ,.:hic ... 1 i "' a ~ood o:cc_"lard ei tunted on t e north side o:f 'tl-e 
~isahhickon C:reok a'"vou':. 11 :miles fro1 Phil d~lp k~ , o unded oy ".le great 

oad .Leading fro hiladel·):.lla .o Rea ng . llke\7iae one tr ct or ieee 
of land si u t ted on the ou~h aid_ of said creek and odj oining the 
abov"' described pre .. ises, i1 which ia a t_.ood ot.o11e house and a young 
or cl1arr; eo ntailni g a bout. 9 u c:res . The w:Uo le \,ill be sold. togetl:er o:r 
epurate t,o suit purch s""rs . The two t at!t:~ of l and an t:J ... e moiety of. 

tne mill are under lea de n t 85 pounds a~~rli ng p~r unnun. " 
In tll~ deed of t-·ansfer th~ land sol 1 T o 1 24 a cres Ulid n half in t.~·­

est in ~h0 mill and 2 ncres , the p:u.~ice paid\'."! s 1J08 poundc . 
Tne "good aton~ house'' .no .. ioned i n th~ auctio sale , may htrle been 

t e · i llia.n De· eeo ])'; el J.ir.g \:her~ for 33 yc?ars ~he services of the 
, hi teLarsh Reformed C ... lUrch eervicos were 11-<>ld.. It 'us to:::-n do~m after 
1 90 . 

now l et us return to 1?38 and :f~ fol..~..ow th~ otij.er !lalf 
in•er ot of .. he mill . I t woUltl appear t~at Lenry '""ntes only o· ned a 
half i nt:.rest in ~J.le mill and t.wo flcre'3 . liooeph Wollen , s:.: ., bought 
tins i nt=>rect . I 1 1?50 Joseph \lolJ.orJ Jr ., uho had inlleri't3d ~ ... 1e hal1' 
interest. and :Jeborull Paul , ·.:idow of Jo11.1th:.m paul, ent12l'e<l in.:.o an· rri oge 

r o 1""nt . Tho eaai11g ahcn1~ly to t. ke p lace . 
For five shil J.i nt=;o ~bLtnx.n.xxbm.chumxoxh:urx \7o llene deeded to her , 

or her hei:::-s , one half i1-t~reat in .... . ~ gri::>t mill , boulting mills , 
mi.J..L. ouse , nd one half o t;wo acres of l and , as a mnr!'iag~ se~~le.nell~ . 
Tle tax list records of 1?69 sr.;.Q\7 Jonathan pa~1l , e;rist mill 115 ucres; 
17'14 same ; 1'183 Jonath n pau.1 h lt' of t:.o::.'1P:. !:'.ill und 60 uc::es ; John 
Tru:: Est<1te h lt' o grist :uilJ . 

De oroh Ken'ton- Paul-\':ollen , L)efo-re 1?? 3 uar i.c:d ugai n to John 
'rru: p , of LO\ er Duo lin ( \,;.la t (I v.o 1an l ) o.s i n t:h t year hey plr t;ed a 
ortgags \ i th t.he uco·';>Ol' _~ r.ion ~~~=.?li~f 'Co D~sti "uc~ J"uuter~ of 

C"hi11 " upon t .. ~ hulf int~rest i 1 r,. e griGt 1r1ill · d tw•J ~ores , boultini.... 
ill , 1 .. ill bouse , d ns , nd mill rnce are ul"'o :nen'tion c: . ·~em rtsuge 

ana 1nter ct s paid o -t-· i n full i n l??G. 
In 18 0 Jonathan paul (.nu. t nave 'been a son of De o:rah• s-J sold his 

h lt J. nterest. for 3000 ppunds to nis brother Jucob paul , lnillgr of 
er:n nto· ""1 . (Jon than , Jacob and Joseph v;e!'3 al.l bro tl1ers) . Stone 

mel::zauag.o , ,ri t m1ll , also o1ih 10r 1 nd I!l~n~ion~?d . 
Jacu':> )aul , you reme .. :>.c:r ·..:as t1e one wno i n 1?94 purch·::;;ed frolll 

Isnac Potts , t.1e house t .... :::.t \ashi :n.~t oll uced s headqumrt"'rs while at 
lley Forge . 

paulJ ~it :tloo h ve :purc11 sed ".0~ o~:1e:c half il-1terest.oelo11gin 
t e :-runps , s i 1 his . il.t of 1806 , he let:. t. e entire mil.l and 1< oo t 



to hJ.a son , snmuel raul . A neph~1: , Jacob paul Jones, i:-on mer.~ ...... ant , "" 
i n 1839 sold to Jo se •. lj. ~.i 1dl t:>to n , o · Germun~o1.11 11 t:1e me:.:mu·1ge , mi:.L , 
and. three lots of l·md of ov;r '.~:3 acres , do •.• :..·igh~e, said mill to 
ka~p dam up to !!l rk it \".'36 l1 \!ill i a.n streepero ti! .. ~ ." 

Joseph 1 iddleton in 1839 built an a ttra '!tive d\':'elling on the 
hi .L.l above the mi l.L and named it "l~on-cecello 11, o fter the home of 
TJ OJ ac Jefferson . 

The d\velling occu.pi"'d -;·le ~i te of t~1e centre col....e~e i:r:.lil<iing 
(l!t . St , J.oseph ' s) (s..,-e illustration). The mall one-a'to::y house i n 
the 'oreground on t_ ~ 1 ~J't '' a the si ~e of the \,il.Lilllil De\,'Pes pap ~r 
and grist mill of 172J . :Od y the 1ti.ll r ce cr rries the ·,::ater frol'tl 
t~ e old Dewees da. 1 i .::.a t:1e rni 11 buildin ~ and tu:cns u '\7heel that 1 pumps t .e · ter fran a ne rby · ell, which \ i llu tru ted last urer;k. -til. 
"iddleton ranted :J .. e --ill ao on a .nap of 181 .. ,; , .l~ is call,.d "ElY'o tlJ.1,11 
1i.L.L" , snd on one of 185•. "Hollo-.·.ray ' o Uil1 11 • J\,;:f':,.c, 

In 18 .... 8 Jooeph iddl~~on sold t!l-:! 1:1ill ~ 11 thre-9 lota of tr,~-~~-1 
1 ,...u. for v l 5 , 7 50 "to the ·csherry::; ~om1 Acudel J . In 1869 it was _, w,l ttr 
en· ngeu. il1 n·~Le to 11_!oun't Saint JoueJh's Ao IU.el•V" and. tod<.y isVCr-

ount st . Joa~:p:h 1 s College . D'Ltrinu th~ wi 1ter cetu3on 11100 youna; tSirls 
r~cei ed educat-iol"l <md ifl t.1e Gtt:t.-ner tl...e 3Hme m.u.n..oer of Bi s ter-'r ucl:a-ro 
R%JtlDU.tX UI'f'! at the ColleGe . 

over the door'.7ay of th"' )U;-jpho'lf'e a dnt'3ato e r cads ttl7 53-1869" . 
I ·oelteve c 1 t one oi..· t:'-1e $i s ter- T · cher i s prcpu:cing a hiotory 

o t· the Co 11ege "lso u stor1; history of ~le Iti.lls of che earli er 
p r J.od . 

(Hot~ : sever 1 S"llbscri bera ot• ·.r: .. P suburban Frese l..ave 
t•ri ~ en requestin i nfo:::-ry·tion r ~· rding 'the 
gene£ logy of the \:ise nd s.licl~ fumilies , t:8 
follo,. s : A ou-c 18,:,3 o:r 54 a : r. \tise , of 
Roxborou h !:J.arrie Eln: a R . Repaile:r . s.e '\.as ~L'= 
daug;.ter oi' Leonard RepG .... er , of Camden , IT • • J . 
Tile Chris .. i~n :na .. e of ~r. \lise i deei:::ed . 
Lloyd smick , oO.rn 1810 , l)e:pu'ty Sheriff of 
PJlil delphla , 18·t6 co 1852, died in 1854 . 
The 1~~. e of· i2 :pn·ent Ul'ld fil"l3t 'i.ife r.; 
want ~d . ) 
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uo :1pto n i n i :'or n urboretU! t' o good 
~ze ~lo t G-on ; ~ - o. eo ...... e nor~1 ri es 
e~r ;b l~e h .. o\ ~ .. i J , cro ~a JOp_r .ill run , L.1~re ~n 1759 th~ 
-v. l.Ur~h·1e l cochl tte:::• -=r.ct~l .lJ.S :._J~p~:: l.lJ.ll , just etlSt of -~~t..J.le.llen 

''i Ke . 'lL h .... el Pu.np "';1 er~ i.d a au; n i ll 011 this st::.'eclr.l i whe:reit joillS 
::. '"" i 'li -::..,:on jua ~ no u~ o f ... o r::tlllwe s t <::!r ave ·ue is si tu.:1 ted tJ1e oi 1;e 
o-r illi . De\·ees 1'110 -:'i~a t p .t>'-~r mi l l. ':.,he secund a.1all c::.·~ek 

irri..., tin <,;o ... pton o ..... rts ne r tJl 0 .i:'en1sylvaniu Hal roud ~;~ation at 
Ch-:::;tnt4t ill . :e 1ple · nd t>'•7 n .':'Onds on t_lis vonpton est· te uti~ise 
't.1 r;at"'re o"f "-1~ str · . <1l'ld · dd -;o \.lle cha::..·n o: t!l m ~ural !3cener:'. 

I r• 1685 traep ":C 1ar:..~i . t:1e \"ido\, o: John ('li r:1.0n3 · YHl ~ .... ~ir oon , 
, ol ... n ·· tr~ep-3· .. · uarJ.' i ed ..;;li za'i.Jeth Are t;s , 'iho e co·· , .. i l.li 1. L :::rtr~eper , 2nd, 

d lene c· otner . \'.ho \ Cl'e :;. o·.me::o of ";: .. e 1· nd i n Gpring-
sh > 10 .... 1~r1 be~or<: 1'761 \illi m "tre~y~:::- 2nd -.ul~ t...e a~..,t 

'llll . In 1?6 he \ ,; ked fol~ (;l'is·~ . .till , sa\ ~J.ll .1d 2:.J0 
s. ~·raditio t"'lls .1s th t 'tis .lil u ~ li ~ci ,..tel :::-·1 L-1fayette 

ol .... i ~:r~ \7i tJ. .('lou:::- ' "'11 .1. ·v s encu 1:) ~d ot • l'ren 1 ill , '.nnh 
be "W"'t>J .i1ge :co d a"ld ~. 13 mil.l ~ n hi -;P.r:tarsh To\ '1o~dlp . (no .e by 

A. C. C . '. ia h r ly s~e s ~o ~ec-; , s I; foy~t;.;e wa'"' o11.ly ~nc 1 _)ed one 
ni n t B1rr~n uill , nu;; "'uffi·~ie:n~ 'tlour rn y ll"v :n..'!X.'\CtOC >ee1 obt in~d 
tor n o.r .. ·o. le) . 

In 1 ?83 · i 1 i ·tr~en-:?r 2nd's \7i loY ' 'so ~"''"'ed toi' ,.he sl.Ule 
mi.L.l.o 1 cr~o. I 1733 ., ••• ~:rs o"' .·t:re~:.)e:.~ sol t. ~ 'lil.LG and 
hi tu a o , ueor .e ... tree:p ....... , · "1o oe . tl~d i"' t.;h rl,.sto. , ::;outh 
u"ro ..Lln ; nd uau "er !- a:n a , w.lO .lal' ... ~i .,d .JO~ln J:•iper. Il''l 1'/09 ,JOhn 
lip::.r purch · a ~ .il.ts . J.e i din 1!344 . 't'll::! G ·i t lill lms revu ..L't 
O.t.!' l 1 o ns;:!l'Sl)ip · o '; -~ rio -c .s~on~ o t ~. J.).L.' .se~n mll.L rea 1a : 
11 ·p:::-1n fi lu _ills , .1.834 11 • 

_ 184:> ~ ry A. Pip-=-:::- co1ti:1U 0 Cl a o ner u.ntil hi d at i. 1881. 
In 1892 o\.1rd it'ter(o:,.•J(it.~r) solu .. ern..L..L to oeo1··e v . ·rhol!lns 

Ol' 10 , 000 . 
1 n 19 J9 , " ,. y ar o-r t:. -e i llu3t:..·u tion , tb.~ tut bi:ne i.h::!el P lon13 oiu.e 

o '~' c. ~ rn.i ll punpt>d t .. u~ t.e:r f o a . '9l.l in to : .c r>ond. i n tLe o:'ol' e1 round. 
·rout r< is~d. ~1 re tor the Ul'~,~~- · nd old. to : e ..Bell0V'..A.e- tra~fol'd , 
nio Ur;J , nd o t...1er clubs and ho ~el u t 50 cents u pound. 

eor e '· · - hom Eold 100 ,acr~G ot· hi loldi nen ~ t.1e ·.hi tel!' rsh 
uountr • club nc. a p rt ot· ... : e i s ic .• o::.'l ~ flo\:s t.h.!'ou)1 
tru old course . 

.J~oma s sold t~1e :far· • to ,J urige 
pass;;d to ..,olm '...' . I'-orris , and i;'l 
MD~Jris . 

i tte:r , o ...... o rristown and it tlvm 
':.o t'1~ 1 ~ ~er· o sister , LYdi a 1' . 

As tl e ni v rsi r.y of no\. o ns ~:.~.i co o .Ld Co loni 1 
i.1.1 t1rou a lt't , let u ~:.:-t l..i"'::.o!"y ot ano-t:.1er uoloni 1 
J.is"'. ill th~ echo 1 pu-4 ch Red 1 inves~ 1e1 ~ . 

t xx a m'"'~ti o tue .l.TU"t.,~s of "tle L:oll:ge , Anude .. y nd 
chooltt , by wi ic ... l r.itle ~'l- u . of pennu .. ,,1 eHrlJ knowl'l , J)r ·, 
·¢ t h , a r _ ident o1· Indian .,ueen lan,, , '7alls of :.;chuylkill , 
t' .. e first prov ~'- of t 1e ni Y~::--i ty , unA act .d a c!~ irm 11 

~ ·hi p rti ~-:.ll r eeti"'l_, , 11ncq 1int "'d t o rd in co i r" ~io1 of 
dl·tic lty · .:ich t.~. tiJd i inve~ti ·, ~ e 1 r~e i.US of .. oj1e.v 

'\hlch l t.l l"Lve o pai d i to t'le.!l b,r borro ers , nd des2.~·i a 
to oav in t-ar~st he 1 .. d 1 ~ 1. pu .. c~'l "'ed for t._e col.L~,;;e t'ro:.l Col . 
~101 ull , for 6000 puunaa terlin0 t~'l~ tv· lua·)l·= 1l:mt·ttion ti1d 
rict rti.ll nt Norriton ~~"orri tou1) .u 

:.:he .i 11 v:a a or ,.,. 1 J o · , d "oy c.;h r 1 s o ::..· i ~ , ( fo r 
t.. unity · .os n ~.,d) 11d i" .:.r ,..,d ~- ~ .10 n Jone'"' , 

... , b ~ ~ 1 loy d ~o :.·ep ir t 1~1111 t t · · s o toney Lr ~ek 
c u.fL :i 1., r i r • 
• u. l n do 1. one pn~r of otoneo nd an .xt~113i'lle mi.t.L r ... o 

o it · a su . ~ i ~ \.oul _ b ~ _or · pro tit )le 
. .i .1.1. . I t · loo propooed c r._.~;.Y \ oulu 

tor ... 5) ou hels 01 • l~r ~ &.nd ..... a e .... ~ntal 



• 
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tor t_le pl n ta~ion . A c~r';·1i a .ou·• t o · c .. st 1 t log'"' cou.l oe uGed -t·or (,'I 
h a-ci· tn~ col.Lcge ouJ.lain.., duri 7' t.:l~ winter . 

IlJ 1??9 u.e ~h rter oi' ';1~ eoll~we \ s w~tl.d:O'\tn b,r "ttl~ ;;,t "CP. 
. SS~.1oly , nd -.. .~ 11 U)1iV~::::'O~ty ot" 'C11'3 .-,G te Ot J-':l"\il'S.Jl V<ll'liUII '1t\S 
i n~orpornted . 

In · n'a ''History o-r on<t;a l"l'Y vuunty" is de"'cr:i.p~~on ot 
t e orri ~o\ ~ ill: 11 t;h rles o::rie h d buil·c t rnil.l .• ere 
s .V"'l' 1 · r"" oefo ... ·e 1??1 . It ,~ o propel.!. d bJ f o .. ~- e c y . .al.l 
rl-e:- , b ... ans o-f au ;1 erect ~u. 1 ro 1 ~- e O- 't s ol~e to .Bar b: do eo 
s.L~ nd . It 1 ter p as d in~o tll. h nds of ~.~ol. Jo.m ull, ,;ho m de 
uu~honnl i .:p:.·oye on";S , o ~h t 01 ~.!.lJ ala ~-ll:!r2of to Rev. •il.littri'l 

in ~":.ob3r 1 1776 , i~ waa s":. teu. to include a c;riot mill , p owder 
d other bu~ldit1c;::; , whi'::h\'el:-e all bu~ned L'JY t.e jj:Cit~c .. . ..... , t.er 

a ol ;o .Tolu1 • arldey , in 1801 . I t c::o ntain~ ,;terchant ~lour mi 11 , 
e·' . ill eciues two extra 1~1~11 3i G s . • 

In ~?8<i it was propoaed ny .t.:>!lO~r of th~ n.:\ university that "t.hey 
mo ".! tl ~ ins-ci tuion 'Co ~- o .. i ~.<.! ot 'ili~ mill and plant tion nt 1 o~·r~ton. 
l'h~~ .11 o 1.1U:m u·out>l~ .-l'Ji 1 '!JO O-)t·~in a r~venue ·· on the plan~ution 
tna t tlle.f e.~ den tly t>eli ~v~d it wo ul(.i nuve 1uon~y to per:nanen r..ly lo en te 
tn~re . 

r f t r tne . sse lblyvir :.uaLLY co 1fi so tccl !.l ... e vO lle e , 7'...-~y add-:!d 
to tnc 1unao of ,;ne \ corpo .... at.:.o lore,~ auounts of noney rec~ l ved Iron 
tl'lP ale 01 eont·~ c t ... P-'operty, bu~ J. J..?89 -.; sy r:! toroa t.le c •• rter 

1 o ~ ~ col~egn, nd ~ n 1?91 t-~ Jnivar~i~y of pen1sy:7ani was 
tor "'0. , b.Y' a urno o1'- .o old. 0ol.l~tS'= d ~-~ 1Je.,., c.liO .. i< t)tat~ Ul1ive:.13ity. 

ln 1?80 Edwi·" /li1n~r , o :n ...... of ·i ll .. u . 11 a:. Kitcn• ''-'lane 
.LO t.. 0 i·~ .!'tiC .::on , pU! r.;n e ... ~ .. L ·~ollf.; c•c· t~d i.l.L. '1d 1 "J 0 of 

ob r~" , oi':!ill ~;reek , in LO;"!::..~ eriol'l ; tL~ dr>ed ... tatin~ thnt 
ni v r i t,i of t.!. ;t te o penn y. va i \r s 'CO rec -i v-ed forev _r 
9/10 bu h~l \ 1eat ~ver:~ six .10nths • 

. y o r~ t ls .nd cont'i sea ~~d est'l t ~n \,ere 1 te!' returne d 
to t o o i "'i 1 l o\ ners • 



• 
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ILJ.., l:~o . 28 : ReY • . ichael ~chlattt:!r 's p·per 1 .. 111. 

This will was built 011 t.1 e '-ltr • • ~·l!t rises e::ts"'j of CheGt!lut 
ill <:Jnd croeaes Paper !dlJ. Road (\t iich m·~st ll· ve be~ nal!led ufter 

tr e mil.l) BetJ1lihem Pike, n ar ··.u~el Pump and through cor:1pto:no:1 , as 
de cri ne<.i 1 st -,;:-=ek , into the '7i s~alu.cko?"l .,...,., r the new~eo darn. 

rt \Ia lo~ater i • 3:;>ri ngfi~ld To\:nol:i:) , onte;om~ry county , und on 
Iolme£ 1 Lap of 16131- 88 , i~ is marked "Gulielnn J[ariu P•.,m'ls ' 1m1or of 
S:pr1n f i eld11 • It is u.~~ t .. at \iil11.a:1 pen ViBited ~he pl ce an(l gav~ 
tl"' tr c., ~v li:J ;.ife . 

At an earlier p riod H. Broeth ausen s~ttlPd on 5 ), cr~e here 
\.i tLout a dPed . To obtair ... ~ ~le he 'j.ourney~d to 101 don, i:.1ter·ric\ P 

<drm ?em., and sL.e instruct"""'- ,~he ,Juurt of PennsylV<lllia <;o er~:n~ .U.la 
d""ed to trL property . } ·:mr:; l3tJhleydCl'n pu~~hased 13:J acr;s of ~his 

t!' ct • ~ e ovme.:. sever 1 o ..1 er 1 !'ge e ta tes i1 SOf".!a~rhu1..i.ael < nd \,us 
one o ~ the "three o ners of 1. nd ~ i~re · 1 o i 1 1753 dedic·Jt-ed H t\ o 
p""rc : a trip o f 1· nd ~or a road th t \,as 1· t~r cull~d \,i se 1 s J:i 11 road , 
but. ic no\ 11 rt,.ell avenu~ . In 1759 ~Jc l ... yd O n aold ~l~e 135 acres to 
his son-in- ln: , Rev . Lichcel Schlatter . 'l'i~e latter vms a n<.tive of 
1 oll.and and in 17·16 as sen~ to Pilil J. :mia to or ~anize the Reformed 
congreggtion in ID.!leri ca . He uno .dnist~!' of tlte 1 urlc~t Squar~ Ge ·man 
... eformed C.lUrcll "t'ro.n 1 7·.6 to 1749. Hi s d\.elling named u;~,~~~tlrmd" 
wac burned by the British a f P.C th~ :aat~l-e of Gt~rln< .. nto\. , .o1d the 
J.:neric n governm~n t reim"burs.od 111,:1 for th~ lo s , aLountiYJ, ~o 501 
pouna.e . 

In 1759 Schlatter l?a"'ed for sixt en ye r~ 2 .. ntJr<::e of t-~ls land 
to Jo n. che tz , a P•P"'r •. ker, ()f Springfield, \,ith the un ... erctan<ling 
tn· t he WdS to erect a pap r mill und to f~nisl ... J;!le r:u~me wi ":.h proper 
ute roi ls for m'ki'l p per . I n 1760 the p3p"'r 1llill was p·n·t ... y erl'!ctcd 
but ch~e tz to co . le te nd equi "";~e d 11, )1 c ~d a mor-cgage o r.h·~ 
prop,.r!iy -~or 300 pd>unus , r;ith .racoo nagy , a paper : .. ·kerf o- \ .. i te­
m"r l o\:nahi1). In 1'769 !{a .1 o\.n~d "t'to p per mills and a c \: nill 
11 .. Jit~ c.rrl , 1djoi,1in_, t.i1.e p· p~r mill of :;:-i~hol s HuGP" ,Jraacl1 , 1758, 
a1d enry K· t.z , 1'760. 

Jaooo ;Iagy , i n 1769 ~ l"'o purch sed a pop<>r i:lill on :dl. Creek i n 
Lo\ a!' ... erion , formerly th~ pap~:- mill of Chri t p.1e:..~ Ro1uns , \ho i 11 
175b petitioned the court for a :coad :from t.1~ ni:'..l ... to th'=l con ... toga 
ro d nd l'"'o <.~no .. oer ro d OV':!l' t.h.:: Schuyl~d.ll 'to . o:c:cingi..~on( Norris toYm) 
ro~ d . After 1769 tne road ·were namod Jtagyt a )j'() •• :d Road . TlH~Y are ao ct lled 
tod y ; one be ins t c e old Gulpn Rofld ba~_c of purberth , eet\ ~en tL.e 
prop"rti~o of s . s . \ ite (D t ... l r n fa~:.·=""r) and the • ..nt;;ee (James:?. 

ge , t1. 'ri tet' o 'f' th ::;e •n·ticleo }:b,n rm , :._ .. e <1on1 to 1 111 Creek and 
i sn:m-r "to the '"'ch1 ylkill river , whic::h i n t e old doyr copnect d 
t,., east aid~ o1.' t:e river '.!it~l ,,~.ur. is now l'ol~-:; no.ral avenue , to 

i e~ road, Port ,oyal ave ue was t lso :cno\ll in early ~imea us 
L· ne . J. t ~~ joined t e i dge at ~.1e . inth milestone . 
In 1850 t: s Hag,{ r~ id~nce \:a..; i:-1 ,·is ne1~1oori1ood and \,h t 

i no\1 the Ro...-x·norou ~ Presby .. era in chu:-~h was nown a3 11Hugy• a 
Church"'• In our illuatr· tion of t.o.e .~,l;p13copnl en thed.rul , of 
:·ove .. er 23rd, ~·,~ y 1 a Fo:::-d Ro u , or Hngy1 s !!ill road , i s in the 
i'orecoround parallel wi "th Rid~ -~oad . Bushro d \ • Hagy , of Kingato n, 
Tennesoee, u desc~ ant of Jacob!iag,y- s:::- ., \rot~ m.:; t.· t 'ic gre.~ 
g ramdf ther John Ha y , in 1814 , r.;sid.ed ut t1..t3 9th rrilest.one on 
Bide road , ad that he lnlieYcd .n'3 ormed t •. e ol ... Bhip Tav~rn. 

ow let '.18 ~~e turn to the pap~r _nl.ll of HeY. : i cYl el Sclll:J tter, 
w.u ch h d b~e ren ~ .... fo!' 1 · y ar5 to John sch~et.z . on 1.arc1~ 3rd 17 Gl, 
a :p 1 t~on \a .;t-:~de o t; ..... e cou .. t , praying ~..lll"'; lan.o be opelled f ore. 
t road to 'illl. -· De\"ee"' l.:iJl (Ger-·~~~own i.lvenue) to the Gr~at P.oE:d 
l eall.lime to lo ·th Wales (BetLlel ~"lJ. J?ik •} to C-lurcl.. -oad . J3e:'ore 1'765 
"t e road now Poper _ ·i l.J.. Road , h d be • 1 id out nd i t.1.1e J.tond 
Dock t RoO.J , at ,i-c 1·11 , ::~ ery inter~sti AUl~vey is on r~cord 

t e road, trees , ..., d :.ouses, but no !lUll is de ignu~"'d . John 



--

Scbee tz died on 1768 and I 
of 18?4 gav"' a aa\ •. 111 on 
pi ~e n ·r t, ,'h.oel Pl.u.p • 

C9Yot i;race ... 1-2 •. Ji.ll • ftor ~Lat date . A 1:.pp(a~ 
t .... i~ ctr'!cL .. ju c b foe i t l'lros:;es Bethlehen 

... f any r.o d"'r ca.., giv~ ".ls any furhher i:nfor ation 
t r 1 e o 1 d pd.:p r mi 11 ue \7ould b~ g r e tly i ndebted. 
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'7ili"' !nill w·s o n en. upp~Jr \is anickon, i n Whi:~m·1rsll to\. nGp.ip 
•~ l1ou t on~ ~i le and a. quarter a oo ve ch~ s treeper·?Uni VP.r si t,y Arbor-
et Lill (No . ~~'l) . 

on January 31st 16B3 llRjOl~ ... -.r tSpQ T FarJ.aar , 0:::.0 Far.ner , (.I t the 
British Ar. y, residing il'l Cork, Ir lanti , u l)~l"'eom.l friend of 
\ illiam penn , 'oou ht fro .. the "Proprietor, 5000 acros of laml , 
'd'~d '"~~ t.e t:.l'"'t~r p I't of \lhtit is no\: ,;hite.uarsll 'i'owns.lip . 

T:ne Hjor died ·oefo e sailin ·from rrelund, but his widow, ~~ary , 
son, Ed' ard , and oth~r child~en and se:rv -ts to :.he nu ..• ber of 
foul' teen a!'ri ved in phi l 1::1delphia in 16bj . 

Th~y se ttl":!d on t ... 1~ir pl ntatio!'l , cul-l;.ivnt~d t.1e l<ind , and 
erect~d d\ ellinge for th~ .• selYea ana servants . l~Ley lived in 
great. infl'-< nee ond associ ted with the bell, p_ople of the 
Colonkea . Fo:r m ny y ars th'9 plm ':.a tion was ntune A 

11 :B'arm._ratown 11 t 
An Indi n vill g~ \aS lo0 t .... on t:.e trac t, and ~d,,rd Furt.er aoil! 
q 5.r~d a kno l-edg e of th8 Indian lcm~uage , .mu WtHJ often e.ml)loyed. 
ae on interpreter for the overnors o:f cl..e lbndo . 

John ]i'Hn ing \'~tson, i n his ''Annals" , tells t...wt a rti - .... te of 
Council is recorded as fol1o\,s: "21~'3't o:f 5t.~.1l!l0Tl~h, 16U~, aeveral 
Indi ans m;;~de comp lail•t. t..'":tat t!i'3 sex·v~ntr; of J · op=>r Fann' 'e 
plnntation m,1~ th~n drunk and laid \:1~.1 their wives , and them 
quHrreled wi r.l.1 t ... e1!1 all. A WC:Irrant was iBI;!Ued for tl .. em to appear , 
but "l;he me senc;e:..· returned , havi ng loGt his v.ay in tl ... e \ ooda l 
Trial \a :pu"; off and .nen tJ ... e ti .e urri v d t.1e servants being 
presetlt, found r1o accusers, for '-Ill the Il1diane had been t!lrde 
dru1 k at home . 11 

r ... 1e lo .er :F<J rra r, a d upp~~· Fam. r (SkippacK ro d ana. Betl .. le­
!leil pixe) gri·at mills we:L·e built in tJ1e e rly rtoo • a . Great 
quantitites of lime ·,1ere also quarried here , and Edwal·d !'ann_r 
fro •• 1?35 unti:i hi deatn in 1745 , furnished floU1" and lime to 
Thot1a s and Hi cl1. rd penn , C\t Spri •1get ta'oury . 

In J?03 the Great oe~d to :·ortl• nr·1l!!s(no\ Bet .leheHJ. Pik~) 
v.a s ordered op~n _d . Thi . s frow the litae kilma in Wl:.i t l.E<~roh 
to join n~rroal1GOWrl .::·o· d i n Chest ut 1 ill . In th'=! 1700 ' s Bdwurd 
Farm or gave e 1 nd to the ceGtry of tbe church on Betlllehein 
Pi.~<e , where f .. • /h01~· ' )Hur.~.l now at· n · • 

Ed\,ard l?'-11'11 r di~"d i 1 1?45 aml lli~ abna ... t[).O hl/, peter und 
Jon thun Robeson \~ere executo:r.·e o :1.e will . 'rhey \.er~? th~ 
sons of Andr ~w Robeson , end , WllO owned Lills Hoe . l , 2 and 3 , 
at und n :~r tle .:J.outh ot' th~ V!iaoal1ickon Cr'3ek. 

\,illiara De\/eeo , Jr "tarried .Hlchel :&'anner, duugh .. er of 
}~dwurd Fa :naer . r F~o~~t~t"' 

In 174? the executors of Edwurd F~Hner' sold ":.o Co 1 . ~·no mao 
York (o1· yurk) of ::ill 1:o . 2u , 9 ... 2 acro:s of .lund for 3000 poUl1ds , 
i n '/hi temtlrch ano. .;Jp:::-inefield to .ne.rlips , t1djoinint;; 1 nd of tilliao 
Stl'"'el)er and I~ l'Y Dewees . The Wissu.dckon ran 2600 f~et tnrough 
the :plH:perty . T.1e dH) fol .... o\.ing the oal.; it \:Z.H3 pl :1ced in the 
na!ne of Peter Robeson , an im1 - holder . 

In 1758 \dlliBrJ Dewees , Jr . purchuaed d1.~ olt.. gris't uill , 
d\,elline , improvet:tents , end 218 acr _a of lund. In this year the 
Court uccep ted a p~ti tion to open. a roc.td (Blue Bell) :fl•om Bethle­
hem Pi::ee below tl e preo~n t ~'lour town , crossing t-he ·pri gfi~ld 
lllte.aorah line veat\.urd . p asing J)8lfees' grist 11lill , through 

the lund of Joseph ::;'drm'=!r to Petoer Hob<:!son•s rond. 
Tne son of \.illiat. .Jew~es Jr , colonel \iilliam De\,ees :..rd, 

'I:L.. .. o\.n.r of the Valley Forge flour 11ill, <:i't V·ll~y .,..orge , dur1ng 
the Revolution . 

In 1'764 \lilliHJ Dewees, Jr ., an·.i 1 is \.ife , !{dchel, sold the 
griot mill((l~o. 29) ana 1? acr~s of lmu to Joseph and Ri,~llard 
Lativ:re . Ho oeph \?n~ me wm who •. 1arri d tJe widow of Joln :Barge , 
and o' n d one-quart'-!r of ~1111 No 21 , at Thornaa Lill Hoad. 



. e 

rn l?u? \7illimn DP.W~es ,rr oold 201 acres of lt:md , 'thP. "oalanoe of 1 r 
hio holdir1gs t 'Dli -'em<::~rsh , to Jacob K tz . 

'l.'he pennsylv~mia Packet , of Harch 1?89 , adver ':.ised th~ Juill 
for aale in this !Jann~r: uy· luable merr.htlnt Itill oP the \"iiesa ­
h cko n , 12 mi 1-:o froL Phi 1 d~lpnia bet'. oen Bethlehem Pike UJ d 
Reading road . 2 pair of ston~s (French burr) all in ord~r for 
makint_, flour , 20 acres of la 1d. APPlY to Peter Hobeson , living 
o t vu n dare n ' s ~i 11 • n 

About 1800 Hicholas ltli n~ bou;ht the prO!) ~rty and erected a 
new mill , the second on t!le proprety. The l.lill tlv~n pac·~ ... hro-..t"'~ 
the 0\ n~r ip of nani"=l :_organ , J)lniel ]3eckel , ren:::-y '· · schultz , 
aYid then to Silas Clectver. The Cle<£Vers reb ... lblt th~ . ill oB on'3 of 
firles t in ' 1i .. ~marsh 'township . one n map of 1851 it i o mark~d 
11 Clellver ' s Lill 11 and i s mention.:.d ~::~gdn in 18'71 us o\.n~d by J una. 
s . Cl eaver. 

In 1906 ~he rui 11 'Itt a 8 des t.:::-oye d ·oy f i re . We l:ave ~ pllo tog::::-uph 
of tl1P. l'Uine taken i n 1909 • 



P.ope:t ~:i 11 no . 30 . : en1·y Dewees. 

':i'his paper mill wa3 on th9 '/is .ahickon ir1 pringfield To\.rlshi,, 
.. on"tgo ·~ry County, bet· -:er1 Stl·ee .. } .r 1 s :iill (no . 2.7) and ~he 
Far .. ar- De\1-:es !.:i 11 , ::o. 29} • 

.• enry De\.e~'3 \.as tl1e oecond son of \.illHU.'l Dewees Sr., unu 
Arl na Chri o tina ;:e-3h •• He \.!:16 born in Ger.:1ant un in 17lo. In 1'138 
at t.t1e ·ge of 22 he <!'ehauecl froi. the proprietol'o , John, Thonas 
and i0hard Penn, 120 acres of land in tlle anor of spri1lgfield . 

It at rt d at A corner of ..;d\ ard }i'annars land on \lhi teuaroh 
line, southueot E long t:li s line 346:> feet to a co1·n ~r of Henry 
Snid<9r t a land, th9n sou t.he·ist 1518 feet to Gentlantuwn line , ~hen 
on thi a line 34d 5 f :et nor thea at , then no rthwe:Jt 151B feet to t le 
plarJe of ·oeginning. some time before 1747 Henry eree ted a pnper 
mill . On July 14th 1768 he bargained for a raortgage fror:1 peter 
Turner, for 200 pounds , which ,,as repaid with intereGt in 1772 , 
011 tllr two luts o 120 acres in GpL'ingfield anJ. t acre in Ger­
r.lan'Gown, t~mt ll~ purohctsed in 1'/'l? . 'rlll;! mortgt:tge citeo th~se 
ir.prov~rn~n ,::; ir. the 'IJ:i!c:imi ty : •u·o use a , b·-irns , s:t~bles , garden , 
orcluutd , ways , woods , tree,3 , cr~:3ks , duns , mills , rAill-h~un~s, 
'llat~r coUl·aeG , meadows and ~.arsh~s . " 

hen p~r.itioning 'for th~ ~·oad , 'J.e I'l~ntions ~h~ ~·.:-~lling hous~ 
in ('•pl'in .rJ..,ld anor ~nd a pap_r rail i1 Gernantown '.'o\ nship . 

In deqd of 1?4? , roortgago of 1768, nnd n d~~d in 1788, he is 
nam d a papermaker , but ir- hia \Vill of 1800, he calls hi1 ... s~lf 
a yeol!lan . A re- sUl'V'=!Y of t:1e 1'738 pur~h •se reco:..·ds 128 acr~s in 
tl is tract ; no :p· p~r 1aill is 1 en Jioned and .1e onl.r l~·:lv~s 100 
ttcr~s nd dw~llin."' in ') ringfi ~ld , so thnt :mom between 17'12 
and his de th, he mus~ have sold 28 acr.:s · nd t}:l.e paper Hli 11 . 

1 enry Deu~es's tax li:3t r~ade : s)rin;fielu l'/G9, 120 ucres und 
p per mill; 17'74 , 160 acres , no !!lill mentioned . In list of 
1781 a d 1'783 h-: i3 not 1:1ention~d . In 1'781 Cl1l''istir-.n pri~ u , ...1 

pap"'r · k~r o\.ning 40 ~icr-;s , md in 1'783 n pupe ... mill and 9Lt ·-jcr .w , 
in pringfield , i recor ~o. 1.m t.1e tox liut . 1 tis possl.tJl~ tJlUt 
he. first r ~n t d and t11-: nu.,0h seu the uenry De ees pHp~ _. mi 11 , but 
'll.e cu .. not find any record of s .. ci1 aale . 

In his \Vi l.L h~ l~'f t to hi c .-.on , H ~nr.1 Jl' . , H qu tr t-er interest 
in u :four- a~re ''lower·' i slanJ, ~mu sh-ld fioldng rif"'ht.s situ..-·t~d 
below Hees op Edvmr :s' ford in the sc~lUJlkill Ri ver , oppo oi te 
the l.~nd of Duvid navies and JiUgh Hobe1•ts , \vi th boat und :r..,-;. lling 
tackle . The J~d"i aru:3 ford was -t;· .olfl r;h.:. l!outh of :~ill creek in 
lo'• er ~ erion uoro:Js the chuylkill ri ,-er to Rox0oJ.'ougll Tcn~nship . 
'l.ni a isLmd VdHl surveyed in 176'1 at t11e l~equeot of Willian De\~eea 
3rd,and .Tonuthan Rob~son . H-enry l)e'Wees, \7illiam neweetiJ , 3l'd , und 
Peter '"'tr~epr , in 1?88, JD.ade the pur~h ae frot.'l !.l.~.e late Honoru le 
Propri~tor John Penn sr . und Jr ., for ?u poun<ls • 

. enry !)e'!ieeo J.i ed in 1801, 1 _aving a wi ow , Rachel, and ~lu· ee 
sons :1 d five daug. ter:;:; . '.i'h<:! inven~ory Hlentiona a ,.inu. mill, and 
ola paper mouldo out of fasnions, -etc . 

In 1802 ~.,;harl~s De\7e ;s , execu~or fol' bi s father , Henry , 3old ":0 
Joh11 nuston, the ;)ei eee dwel .... ing on the Greut P.oad :f:t·on t.;hesiinut 
ill to arr~h. Eill, c .... lled u;.:anatavmy Ro d ' • 
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This mill 'os on t ..... -: \~isea 1lc.Kon cre~k in ~.1ri t'3rJ.arsh ~ownehip, 
'bout on-:: mile aoov~ t.1e Cl~aver i11 (:·o . 29) anu a i1alf m1l~ 
above J!'lourtown , ju.st to t.He w~st of Bethleh~I!l Pik-; . 

As Henry newe~s' :..ill (J·o. 30) ami Henry Scheetz , of t.hi3 mill 
have botl .. i ncluded i n t.. .. ~ i nv'3ntory of their est tes 1:1 • .. ind mill , 
let us di ress for a mo.-en~ e:tnd t ke up 'the s·.lbj::~c t o~ ,,·in<l uiills . 

The firs\. industrial establishm~nt i n wl...at is no,. :,..E.nnsylvc:tnia 
n e a win<l mill fo-· g.indin" corn, erec:.ed ·oy tn~ :i)utcll (Hollande»o} 
before 1643. 

TLi~ f1rst ii;ind I:J.ill ,,as built o Cobb•a Cr~ek(?Otil street and 
' o odlanu ave ue , phil d~lphin) b~/ tlle nutch oefo r~ the swedes 
under Governor printz 6~ ttled along the nelm.are i n 1 643 . 

In 164o printz ei·e~ted lv~re a water grist mill und a repo r't 
to t •. e \l~SG India Jor.l.p.my , which he wrote in 164'1, reads: "':!:his 
place I htiVe called u:i.ond.al 11 , 1JUilni ·1~;; u wu t-er-lrd.ll wo:ckin/ i., 
the WJ.lO 1 e yeur lon~ to Q.T .;u t ;.~dven t.1ge for t e co un-r:.ry , particularly 
as the wind.Hli 11 fo::. .. merly here ·oefo ·e I carne would never work (:lJ1<.l 
wav good for nJtning." 

one hundr .... y~<:irS ago i1~1 tl1e low coun tri ':!s of suss~:x: , Esoe.xm 
<O'ld Kent , i n En~land , tner. were over l\)0 corwLrcial \~ind.Jaill.t3. 
In "Old \'iut:erJilll" and. Wili'Uaille't, 'oy H. 'fJ.u-·stoni...opkins , he 
reln tea : u- ore 'jholi thi'3 , on a shadow.;r autw;.n 1ao:rnint;; I have 
eto od o 1 tl .. e brov. of ti ... e sussex !)owns Hnd \tatch~d th~ twirlil"lg. 
eai ls of neHrly 30 windmills o ainot a b~c}q~round of gree1 s and 
purples, unde~ · olug 2ky in v •• 1i ch \1hi te a t ... ·ips ruced 'UiJl~ 'the e 
aouthweo t v,inc. stirr"'d toy blo ud" . 

Prot~ City Line to Wlli teoarah, the \lio ahickon flo\.s t .• rough 
a very flat cour1try , no nillG; \.bich would be 'just the pl ce for 
' i ndmills . 

T •. e tn-o small \.indlllills belone;in to Dewees ond Scheetz w~re 
not co.:n ... rci 1 but p:-ooabl.f us-edt) pu:lp ,.ater into t!.e 
d\ellings or barns . 

Dr . Johanl'les Jacob Schutz , the progenitor of the Scheetz 
fCtmil; , did no~ COI:e to t..e colonies , ·out in 1684 purchased 428 
l1 crea o · l·.nd f :o -;, ~he Frankford Lul1d Oot:1p1wy . 

•r11e fi 1·st ro.i ller o.... this family w s conrHd so .. u tz , ' ho :3e gri at 
mill is gi YC!Yl HG i n L<n ~r M<=Jrion '~ownship , OTJ Gcull and u~ap t a 
map of 1'750. 

Conran. Schutz pw.'chase<l i 11 1'7•.~:8 thi a fulline; mi 11 ~·ron navid 
navis, nd made it i nto a pap~r mill . It w s on: i 11 Cr""?ek . In 
1'769 he \as taxed for :.wo p:tp<;!r mills . Tr· ditio 1 stc:-;~s thz:.\t 
paper for Contin~ntal cu ·renoy was rn:id~ in the ScL".Atz Jlrillr; . 
Conr d \,&sa brother o:' :·enry Sc1utz (Sch·~etz} whose m.il1 \;e 
are no'; deecriving . 

Nichol 3 Scull , one of t!1e early surveyo:ca for the p~nn 
fru ily, received large grAnto of l·nd s pa~aent for serviceo 
r~n r~c. . 

one of these (ov.«?r 320 acres} was in \71ti. te .... ars.~ ... 'o,.ns ... i ... . I n 
1'721 • nd 1?25 h-e sold 1)0 acres of this 1< nd to :aenjarnin 
C.r rl sworth , ana. i n 1?41 Joehu Tl>.o!l a Lld ot •. _::.·o ooug.ht , w.~o 
r.- old in 1'7::>8 to :.-s ry Scheetz sr ., a paper-m:L~er , fro. 
springfi la .rov.nship . 'th~ 100 acres border _d t}le '/hi ter.m:rsh 
prin~field line fu.1. ov~r 310) feet , c;nd w~st\·ard a·oout 1100 

feet , extending fro the Cl EJVer l.!ill to well abov-e :J"low.·to\1n, 
neur the et. lehem Pike . 

'rhe Pike \,dt. t:.~ r s 4lt of a pet:t.:tion mnd~ i n 1G98 ·oy 
::t~ichol· e scull , connecting th~ lirnekilnG at 'fllte;.'l.ar::;h with 
whut io no\; Gerr.wnto\m ro Jd , .t Ch<.!stnu~ Hill . 'tl.e l"o:1d was 
oper1ed in 1?03. 

Scheetz e:r-ec&ed h~r"3 & pu er mill soon afte:r 1'758, ~o \1.1ich 
ne 1· ter bldd.ed u sc.t\1 .Jill. Henry S01Letz , sr. , rr.· :cried c· ":rh·::t.·ine 
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nubicam , t . .:. grand d;mg•l J~r of peter Hi ttenho use , of the 
Creshei !ill (no . 16), \"1.::10 v:t~3 t .. 1'3 grunueon of\;illia~Hitten-
house t 1e first :pa~ c::?r K.::!r on tne .1\lUel"it~l•U contineni:. . 

I n 1774 Schee t.z \.a G t·ixe J for u 1)uper mi 11 and 100 acr ~o . He 
died i n 1?9 3 and l.oeft hi ' .'!litemt-~l~sh p· per mill t .. ue son, 
General Henry Sch~etz {1?61- 1848) u d bia springfie1~ Township 
p· per ~ !.i 11 ... o his seconu son , Jus r.i ce Sch ~e'tz , \ 1 o \.as s.1eri f:f 
of l ont om .ry county for sever 1l years . The Generu1t s r.a1:.1 ,,.~s 
valu_d at 2450 p und.s and ~he sl eriff.!ls at 2125 p unds . 

enry Scjv~etz, :rrr •. woe a Gener ll i n the \ral"' o:f 1812, and a 
prominent citizen of ! ontgol:v~ry county . He expir d in 184±8 , 
and 1 ft hio old fa~ o-f 6u acr es , d\iellin£"' und rr.ill to lli::; 
eons , J ... cob and G.;:orge . A silvel" l•ounted su.outl1. bo:::e rifle 
i s li s t~d i n Jds '3Gt. 1te of .,..40 , 000 . 

The mill , t.~.v:n a grisG !2111 , \.a sold .a his son-i n- laH , Jonflthan 
\ entz , V•l}o wu an '3Xpert d ill r . 'l'he pl~uperty ti1en pl13Sed i nto 
t e 0\·nel'Ship of [.O}tn Shafer, VbO built Hl'10 ther 11/?W Inill ; ! SaRI~ 
Yeakle; Jacob Day \vho w~ s the o mer o"" L.v lai 11 i n l8bl; Joseph 
B. COl:liLY; ' lillimr. Ambl-er ; Chalkley Arnbl~ · : und by 1909 th.<; Hlill had 
been <li ~:mantled. 

I n "t.he .aily da s lar~e auount of lir"le were 'bu~ned fo~~ cor..ue:::­
ci· 1 purpoaes i n ·th"! lL1ekilns o 1 t e Sche~tz t proporty. 



]''ill J'o. 32: :b"l:irrner- Edge ariot ".ill. 

'fl1.i G mill , first l!l.Bntion.d i n 1?08 , is one of t .e oldeo~ 
in · ontgo.::l ry Couniiy . Situated on ~- c \ i ef-'a.licko creek 
C:tbout one mi le bov tne Cl ec.tver: ill (tro . 31) . It' son 
Gkippat::k ro d , j ... m t '·est of Be tjlle: ... elrl Pikt~; church road and 
st . Thom o ' Church · djo in :d on t!.e eus t . 

Hor.le ' .. ap of 1681 to 1 6ti8 , locate~ t..te 5,J00 ucr ~ ~rc.tct 
as 11 t .. e ajor J ap.or rctrm~r pl .... ntatiol'l'' · 

Th.c:! ~li ou.aic <:o.L01 Cr .ek i call .:d •\f!d tpe:dn' s Cr .ek11 , nmeied 
f t r i C.tlard \lhi t.pain , \d•O o n ~d 1 rl>e tracts of 1 nd in what 

iR now .ii. ... p<iin Tow.as.lip . The F<U'rn.er t::-act ran fro . ::;.lP. \, i f;H ­

hi ckon ueet to t.ne scl.uylki ll,ri ver. i l cludi g Co ohoho cken • 
. ajor J s 1er Fr1 r mer pur~~l.J.i!Jed fron \1i11ic:n Penn , i n l t>B3 , 

50)0 acr&>o of l und lio b'? l~:~ i d ou~ i n pennaylww i a . ne died 
before sailing , ut his widow and sons a d daug.1tera , und u 
numbe:- of servan .. e urri VJed i n phil delphict , i n 1 o85 . 

John scull , brother of r icholas scull , one of lJP.m1 ' a 1wrly 
surveyors , prP.ced. tw~ family by a :fe mon U1n and vas 
a point d overseer of th 'idow :.""ar.n_rt s pluntation . 

Tner~ \ere 1 rge uepoei~s of lime on tn. ·un __ r tract , and 
:·i cllo 1 'l ,•cull l ana o tl. rs rn de a petition to the Co unci 1 hr~ld 
at Phil tdelphia , o "CJ.Y 19th 1 6'J8 , r eques ~in_, tJ ·•t H road be 
allo\ ed fro the lit:'leldlns for carti g li.ae to Phil d~lphiH , 
extendi ng fron the sai .1 limekilns -r;o p ly1 out.l Ro d (Ridge avenae) 
neur Cres ... i . , ' ere t "'l'e w· s nei t ... er Lnp~ov ·c, l r.. nd , hills o:?: 

\.a ter to i npede . 
The Umbilicamense (I ndian) Tribe h d a settl.:;m~nt on tl .. e 

l!~arm.r pluntati'On ana i n visi ... in_, tl ~ Indians ,.illi a.l p e nn ,,ith 
curveyors and fr i emis on ho:-."o bac~{ , p osf!d th uu jl tl e dense 
forests t at thr:?lt covered the re.,J.on . 

'l1l .. e court records of G-er 1 to\ll1 are evidence tJ.wt on nrch 
9th 1?02 a co. itt_e \7 o a~po11 ted to con""cr \i:. .. Dd\ar d F rm~r , 
of ~i ,...e nareh , COl"'lC<>rni e L1.e cost of a .r'o d to Phil d ~lpbic: . 

In 1 ?03 what i o no\ Be t:ill"3hel:J. Fike \:ae oonfil'm.:.Jd and 1 o ~ ly 
opened . Tlle g::-ist mill w tG built shortly ft.r and by 1?13 t~le 
ill h d n expcnsi ve reputa ~1 on . Th~ edl o t so , d urd ri..Lr , 

i 1 0 eri t d ...... e ... i 11 and 3? o a or es of tL _ pll nta :.i o . 
on uy 12th 1~12 H cou·.cil of Indil..ns \7' s h.:;la .. h i o ch,elling , 

~d th the ... • ~:r •o r and. t.ae I nuiu 1 c . • i efs ~ing preeen t . E(l\,< l' d 
Far ~r act~d s int~:rpretor for th~ con er nee . 

In 1 ?0 ~.le set ler:1en ..... u a Known a ":Farme!·s to\m 11 • Ed\ Ul"d 
\as 14 yc ro old ~.Len h~ .nd t1e faJ1ilJ ar:ri V3tl i l1 Philccodt3lphiu . 
After becor.lint of · ge i n 169 3 1e ·was a mem·oer of tl .. e pennsyl-
vuni~ .s e . . bly und verJ pro linen-c citizen of \/hi tcr.:..1:CG.ll . 

I n 1?13 the i l1}1Hoit n~e of SJtiup ck eked for t.1e corfirmatio n 
of u roud "down 'to ;,h~ wide mar el1\Whi ,e.!le:~rsll) or FanLr' o I.ill. u 
here \:U b1·o d expanse o ... taeado\1 , ge:r.e:.."'ally su·)j -ect to over-
flo\ s and f~o i ts Liry , et na tu1·e , uas kno\ n s "'•iae J.:t rahu. 
The pres n • .J'3 of \ ... i ~emarsh i s a corruptio n of .. he early naM.e . 

In 1?22 a ,,ell- t.rav 1 d p1:1 th r:ro .. :reellru.Jiny Cl~eek throut.sh 
Gra ~11~ park, t1 e r €si Jance of Gov..,rnor Sir \lilli !a. Keith , lf3ad 
dovn to ...,., !'n"'r ' s i ll . 

L r ~ .1 t ~ ~ le u. e of vi si ti tlle I~ei ~11 ltl' nsion , 
on~~:~ o"'' t ..... e be " preservad · nd .o""t }Ji"' toric c loniHl houees in 
pen syl v 'ni o . T .~.e wea th.er v· ne uuo:n e house W'1l3 J.,, rked 'W . K 11 

1? 2~. T\ o gre t "o i c~ cl i neys ui vid~ tile l o use i nto thx ee 
sections , "'O t_ t ea ch roo:o. T\•o iro n fi....cbt~ko 
still re.nai11 i n t e fi e p l c es , d·tt d. ·uout 1'750 . ur. · nd Lr s . 
\,elsh 0 tra\ uridge , w 10 :now 0\1}1 t:ae r. nsiol'l d larae ~at t ,. , 
told 1 t t ex:p-!'t. h m e bo::i e o 1 te too tea" 

g~ o ilic , rna aL"'i' , ""tc i nd wt i t 



a~r ed wi ... n t e e ade of iron t t \7 s usea 1 n t1 e oxford 
:Furna~e , o~ oxford , l . J . Tl. oxt:ord pun1 c. v s erect din 1?1.1:1 , 
hy Jon t: · n Rob on , '~10 u :x ·Led Eli zu'beth ];'i...:rL :r , t ... e auG} t r 

f Ed\ a r d FHr. .er . Jonathun ~o ·l>eso n \.aG th ~ sc of .Andr .w . 
Ro ·oeson who o\ n d t.1e three ni lls neC:~r ,; le , out l. of th~ .i o ahi ckon . 

~ e al V'3S of Go v~rnor ,. i ca • s plant ation probably ground th~ 
co:cn for u e os s i:c \illiftn1 o f·mily , und f r. requi r.men .. , ao i n 
front of tne :r.10use i a a ,·r .. '3 stone peB~le \ei .;hilt?; oeverall!undred. 
po unds . "hi ·m a revolv d i n ~ r "'· ~ sto ne mart; r .o c ru::;h the 
g min . 

The nain""ccati :ne J.inin t e ; alls of tl .. e rooms is on .1er:fu ly 
·;el pr erv d &lld ·1 fe\. ?leara ago a snuB ol.ll of mon~y 'aa off .red 
for e o l P. "by e· 1 - ~ o\ n ~.rt .uaeu.-n . 

Sir illimn. Keith'· a .,u.en Anne ' s s urveyor General cf the RoY !t 
cu toms i .Ameri c , ond after~ rd D.,p11ty overnor of the rovince 
of enn Do~ lv· ni a . His ,..,t _p tiau t er warri "' Dr . Gruene . 

Gener 1 \1 shi ngton 'a o n ter t in ~d on octo"ber 21st 1 ?7? i t e 
Kei th "'Hneior. by Eli za"bet Grc.~ene . Dr . Eel'ljHlfli J~rankli '\iut. ul so 
u vi i tor t. ere u . ..Jo • sever ,1 o ccasions, 

101 l"'t u ret..ll'n to ":.!e tory of the F r1n r 1.·111 . 
I 1? 44 1 P.nry Burt1es , of Up_) r Dublin , pe .. itio11ed the t.:ou.~:·t 

t 1li..., f t 1-:r foJ.·ty y a::- befo e 1 ... d pur ell sed 1 (l. 1 
fro 1 Ed rd "l":: r. e:r o t. e i le of the \ ist.u .i c con ; 

i ~rov d t e a .e ; ·nd h a no\ l i v_ t.e:re l"bout 20 
h d t 1e U Ele of conve1 i ent fo d.:. g p l ~e · lAU ro ,. 1 

el( o:. er 1 n<l of F· l".:ter t o i to the Gr eat -~o d 
o rt C:l1ee and phil delphi a . 

l!'an:1er h u sto:1p _d t .e ro.ltl und woved th. p e ~ i ., i otJ ~:: t.u a 
more di ff i cult p l tc e '~.n. ch nartlea used for Hbou .. ten y Aor s . 

The peti t i o ei1 t on to auy , 11Hon 1<'· :crae:r h1 e ulso s tu1)ped thnt 
pas age d 1 e p tition.r 1 obliged · t grw t expense i ll cutti nu 
d o' n a BI' t b· nk w ere t·u~ 'at~r \ a.J so deep t .1. t i n .~11 
fr s. t.., cuul not p · s . Under ttlese diff:Lcultieo he l.ue 

1 - fol five yp· l'.., , \ i ch l'oa a 11~ h· no\. sto )ped o .. 1 at 
no nee s to . . ill or~· rk-~13 . 11 

Ed r F !'ln r di ed i n l?-t5 ; his au~utere m rrying as follo .s : 
Eli ZcJbeth t o J on ~nan Ho" o ; Sttr :. t o peter Robeson ; and 
R ~h.l .. o \ti1li m !)e' eeo 2nd ; t.nP. lu tte:r 'b~=d g oi·n~r f Li 11n 
;o s . 20 und 29. 

Hi o rio i , .roseph, and eona-i 11-lar: , J onathnn nd Peter Rob eon, 
W"'re ex_cu .. o soft '1 \,ill · e l'l",e p l ntntiol• va di vided 

d ala. • 
Pet r 

.i ~ 1 
. ob-Dol , i n 1'746 , "bou~:."lt th"" ]"drrn_r d\ elli ng; the e;riat 
old to coa!lluel "orrio < d u. 0 l.i d t. in 1??2 t mi ll 

f ll2nd pas .a. to hi oro -t: ~r, .ro . u :_orr i a . 
op rat d t ni11 for .. · e liffil'l'i f . il and i 1??4 

me . I t \ s i n hi o G"' io t ... e R .volution 
• u on :l•P of l?r/? i sm :rk d 11D.niel ·orri. 11 Juco·o J<Jdue ' a 
_ i ll''• i n u t x li "lj o 1?'74 Jucob Ed£;,. is ~.::.iv n as "':.!.1.~ o\.n4l' of 
th mill r :t11 228 C:Jcr _s o l' ground . 

Ed ~ · 6 .111 i . e tionet: ifl tu, lrlil i tarJ re .. o:rt o-" t:...e nuttl e 
o.r "'-er antown . To t. e west of .e 1ri.ll , o t1 .. e ki :9pac~k rotHi , WtiS 
the hou e o f John \,entz , \:rhose hou~e 'I; as occuDi .d by Gener"l 

s i to on ctooer 3rd , 1?7? , tne i_,ht oefo t. e ]3a"jtle , 
n hi ~. y \a enca ped cloae oy. 

uer i "" tl~e t anel tio ro. a Ge::!'!' .. al inscripti on o 1 tl e 
\ a 11 o t e n t z d' e lli 1 

i n ~o r y bo ue e , 
never to depart ; 
s a. f avor co1.1e , 

y h r t . '' 
e J 

"ci_ 



Edge ' e !:Jill to tll~'~ e~hl.h l pike , nd n.t·r·iv.:.d it Germr-n :;ou:n to 1? 
o ·, ... 13 e rly t .. "" next orning. 

J 0ob , t."' di~d in 1784 , n .d \i<..u\ , ·u.ry , ann bru.t;l}.er- il - lll\7 
J cob p ul we e exec :1 toro . 1 e i HH uct""'4 ~h t. t e ni 11 D- sold:, The 

t· ~ t. oo .,ai11 _ ld3 c:1.·es . He l~ft four d Ut>- t rs , b 1~ o 
s on a . The i ven tory 1en~io , t'i Yo? ")in i ng \.h-eola \,:li c:1 \,e-rt3 .. o 
b ~i v _n on~ 'to e cl uug:i: tera ·tnu. t .L~ otner for t w "· ido\ ' . 

roaac ~: ther , son- i11- l<.m of Josn ... u 'orris , plrchheed tl.e 
pro!> rty and er""c t.od the pl' sent rai 11. In 18:3? a t.urnud.o cpen ~ i ta 
forct: her_ , scoopi ng up t•le ·mj; er in tl e uill dam, bredking tr t:!eo 
arhl dt Lagi1g tLe uill . Th..; mill t:l_n passed t.!·ough t.d~ owllerolli]? 
of \illi .. •;iller , Sanuel Conl y , \': . H . \litaa , and churles oteraon. 

The mi ll i · atil2 st· nding 1 \. e 1 ke .. "'; col di tion , \vi th 
· tt~rctivi:! grou1d"' ad~ i-:..n.;;o the ho .. e of t:1e p:reaen~ oun r . ?lu 
mill ht .., no ~ b en i n u e Co:=- ~"'"',/ ywnr~ . 



.. i::.l l~o 33. renry .Daub's rrist :.ill 1'791; Conr d ' {? Augur 
' rks , 136'*; .Ar~L·ric, L'~SiOll ol3t ro . 10 . 9f 

Jio t V !linGton , i 19.30. 

'i'nia mill , on ~a11dy Run,"t-1° 1 re~ar. tributary oi LJ1e 
i:Jalickon, just P,~St of nethl~hem Pike a"Jove Fort \7H'"'pin(:',tOn 

i 11 ':hit ·muroh :..'o~mship . 
A spri11g house , now P"rt uf t~1~ will prop~rty, cont ino a 

dat-=>stont:! !tl!lr~:: d 11 1?14". 
·.rh~ou h t"lP. p ~rio tis1a of ~ 1- 1"..1t~ 1~ . Ji~ . Dungan, the old 

grist ~:lill h b ~n preserv~d anl the· :.111 1 "Boul~on :Jixop 
Post }lo . 10, of th~ ALeric n Legion 11011 ua_s it as h~£!dquur .era. 

In 1684 \;illio Pen pat~nted to 'fho :J l rley 5000 .c=res 
of ~ d in penn"'y~vania . 1.· r~ly sold ti.~ p ~ ;. to ';l.o s 
-"tir-. .aan , d.eJuty to "he ~urve.1or G<;nerLtl , n' i 1?06 8ilas 
pryp:c sold to .Joseph Jiouoe , a car.~n~~r,Y~ pringfield, the 
b"..lildi gs and i .p:::'ov~m=mts 01 uoth lots ; .. le c::on· i l ro"':.ion being 
100 !)oUnu · sterling a 1:1~rtg 1g~ . No roill w o mention _d . 

On August l6t1 1?7') t1..e .. oute est t \,10 oold 'by~).~ sh~riff; 
fro . tT r.!ta of 1· r1d i 1 '!li te • .1· roh !'2bou~ 49 acl' 43 in all ; on~ 
11 ncre , but 1~0 tl.Y .... oodl d con .. i in" a u ode 'd. ·~: li , , b unded 
bJ C!l~ "r e ., no d {Be .,lll :v~ . ik~), 10 ucre 0 t co ~.~ai "1i u . rtJ..l 
welling n · 13 ac::te t.r· ct _ Yin~ aprill .1Quee t ..... ereon • .John 
~inner , o l:inn~rd , a t ver k..,ep~r "oeina tl e 1ili:hes::. bid. .... er, 

"'CW' ed t• e prop r t:1 . He eo~ lie ell i.ler-=- rleoo :.1 t,;'= ~o o 1ly 
c 11<; .... "t 1c andy Run :ravern" . 

The tave11 
" s .. 1e \ o a .... "! 1 d\ ,lli ng o tl.e \to o<lP.d lo·.-, ·md 'us 

on th~ eu"" t s i e of e thlehe 1 ··)ike . ' .. ct.e ~' Pdy nun r:n WiiO i J 1801 
re )ui 1 t , nd H in ei ling .,J. nd is aT. pr•J' ent '' ~11- 'JuiJ ~ g:r."ctJ 
... to ~ 'uildiJ • ~he d·iteoto 1e oi t1~ ouilriiJ ~no,, reHds 111 . C. :'J . 
· 8.)1 • . 'euuilt 1<35 , '::andy :;tw'l 11 • ·rhe 1: . c. D. \7' o for 1 enry ::.:r.tub 

.a 
p· il 

catlerine . 
lon ~, . liB ys .. hese ' y i e in s ' e:. .. e n ret t 

e ry t- vel"!r Q..ou:r ~yin ei t 1er for u ineoe 

Hill 
f 0 1 

of pr'.looia 
~e thleh""ll . 11 

· v _ v •ry 
of 1820, in 

t Sq i. r~ , C' ~n.Ju~, .. o, n . 
·~<.rver .nu t ·1 v b~en to 

11 t , ' her 
f~e t oelo\, 

'U h -
it 
th 

t 1"'.! ,;.) nd,1 Run Taver l. pl.n ~a tio o:f.' 
ur1 in -kP. elJ~J.~ , n he ~r~otc:1 .... t ... lere H 
1:1nu 181 3. nenry nuub t o r!ill, dn;ted 

10 ,io.,s a u loU e , eo "n 1nill and o t ler i .provements 11 • ne 
t:.e f 1 ily u ti 1 1835 

01 L eri t uull to LeVi 

_lt , purchHseu t·.e 2? ncr n 
~Hndy nun ; also th 

t ... o ueh t'1e H dj u i ni 

to lbert Conl'H<l , Ull 

• u..:;ui' • u~ c ... u el· , \7 .. o 
b .... eil1~oo . 1 dy RW1 i.., 

~"or .• . y c..uc t l · eucoe :1 fu1 
p~r. l i 11 a ~r. 1 , cl:! n nu J..•e·~:cemlins . 



\li t..L '· .. .; look like aand , m:. 11 
i 1 pper DU.IJlin ":'0\tllBLip, 

lit e qu rri es , it i a 
e oee i ~ l~ bed of 

.11 i; e. r ll en~ p :t • • ..i l e r.o n . 11 c. his 
1 ; t. e fall of 177? 11-n ~:ouse , n~ r orel nd , 

tne old Fitz\ at__ e t te ·a an adjoininB truct , 
a ~~:-a d ve:-y e· rl.r gri t 1nill (:~o . 3~) here 

ne~r the sourc~ of ·ndy nun , ~ .ill Sive t t cto:-y l. ter . 
"' • • Dunga:n (o-: nue;an) before 1930 purch· · ed 21~ old uill 

d ro.very erori-'11 DaY apr. d~ ·:nd ser ice i held 1ere ut ·"ort 
shin .. on. 

'..,'he o na t nrl :Ja ught~:ca of Li "o r ty , ard r of IPdepend~n t r.t ri­
c· a , Order of o·d i'ellows , the fire eo1 p nies , boy s~outs , nd 
publ c OC.il 10 childre i dl7 t ~-~e p .rt i t e ex:ercioes . 

e uot~ t"' fol o\i 1" fro the \;1eric 1 Lc1,:;l.on Pout ··o . 10 
ulle ti 1 , pu 1li hed i 19vl: 

11 Fro.i uct.b ber 3.L:i1 1?'17 , tmtil nece . ..1ber 11~1-1 , 
17?'7 , mder t e c~o:m._und of 
~ne- en ca. 1ped alu J 

t \,· .r .. in.; .. on 
e ~ r Hills . TLe r ~uu u·ot 
. t Fo -·"; hold our ne 10 ::.:-ial 
exer0i ses , ao tl ro n up in def~nse ug: ins .. ~.1e 
ri tish ar. y i control of the City of phila­

delp ~ic.. , after ~he ~a ttle of Gerr 1~11 .. orm . \;e nold 
:.·1es ~ exercises upo t.li s lli s tz> ri ~~ spot to 
co.t .... e ... ora te ~ .e o ble d _ed o aeri c< n pa ~-~io t o 
who "foU:r'1.li to eotabll.sh and p_r:pehu te ti is 
go"V'e n u.ent in .. e ', r of t} e ~evolution , \.a r o:f 
ldl2 , the: exican :ar , t1e Civil \,ur , ~ht3 panisll 
\,ar and the rect3nt great \lorld \1ar . 

" L~t us-:ver be .ti.ndf:Jl o t e r-:at nu vr:.li· nt 
o~.~.:vi c~s rendered t.n~se . en in t.1~ c<Juse of 
,N"leri ~ n libel' ';;y . 

" TlUB tl1is old fort i n it :Jj.lence 
Sp~ka ... to uo w lile h-:!re \;e ) use ; 
:.:ells of en wl o br· v. w1daun ted 
,.., ,jru..; led e ' er i i'reedon ' a cuuoe ." 

If i .notori ts ou ~ethl~he.n ik~ , d JOU nre int1rested i n 
of t e 1 te world qu in t old <ill ·ouildi 1 _; u relic 

ur , c 11 t ~b.~ Post , boy \.ill e une :.o gi v~ you a 
glad ' el cor!le . 



MILL No. 35: Jacob Coliday (1739) Henry Prie~a•s (1776) 

Reverting back to Mill No. 36 in our narrative of the early 
industrial plants or the Wissahickon Creek and its tributaries, we 
will now discuss what has been known at various periods as the 
Jacob Col~iaay paper mi~~ (1739): H~nry Freind•s paper and grist 
mill ( 17'16) and is now the Fel.l.-~lan Ren <J aelaer l!il.l.. 

Tnis is tne oldest paper mi~~ in Hontgomery CoW1ty, end is still. 
standing in good &DKm%mmn condition today. until about 5 years ago 
it was used to grind grain "for the Spring Del~ Farm r-::quil'emen ts. 

~e ancient structure ~s located on sandy Run, in springrieJ.d 
Township, t1<2ar the DresnerJOwn road and camp Hil.J. s~atio.n of tne 
Nortn Penn railroad, on part of the FelJ.-Van Rensselaer property. 

This township, on Holme~:~• uap of l68l4t'88 ie mark~ d "Gulielma l!arie 
penn• s Jr.anor ot springi 1 elO.". The manor wa e given by \Vil.LJ.am penn 
to his wite. In 1738 RJ.chard Pen n still owned tnere 1600 acres, unloh 
had not yet been sold by tne helrs of penn. 

In 1739 Jacob Colliday DOUf.,!lt trom the penn heirs 94 acres of 
land containing the Royal li111e quarries of t.he proprietors, south of 
the SpringfieJ.o-Upper DUbin line, and in 1740 he secured 200 acres 
adjoining tlle other tract, north of tne above line in Upper Dublin. 

In tracing the title of the Sprinfl Dell Farm (lli~l l~o. 35} we 
found that the origlnal d.eed was in Harrisburg, and as this writer• e 
friende, u.r . and Mre. Harold Henry Fehr reside there, tney copied 
the documen~ for use in this article, which reads as folJ.ows: "John, 
'Jllomas and RJ.ehard penn on NoTember lOth. 1783 by virtue •f a warrant 
issued to Eaward Farmer, 94 acres o t land within our manor of 
springlield, alJ.owing 6 acres for roads" June 16th 1739 by a deed 
poll Farmer sola to Jacob Co~J.iday the 94 acres and tne lat~er 
"prayeth the t the Penns w111 be pleased to pres en~ him with ra con­
firmation thereof"• This they dia for a consideration of 50 pounde 
sterling, and a yearly rental of a halt'penny, on each acre, payable 
in LoDdon or Philadelphia. 

The proprietors also claimed nthree full and clear fi t•ths parts 
of all Royal mines, free from ali deauctions and reprisals, for 
digging and refintng the aame, and also one-fi t ·th part og ali other 
mines delivered at the pit•e mouth, only exceptea and hereby reserved." 

In another deed the propert,y is nam~d in"Uanor springettsbury" 
and in another as located "in G$r.mantownn. 

After buying the mil~ tract, in 1739, Co.l.~iaay buiit the paper 
mill and gr~atly im"roved tne property. In 1746 Co.l.~J.day sola tne miJ..t, 
lime kilne, houses. mi~l houses. quarry of limestone, dam, mound a , mill. 
race, flood gates, sluices and p~a11tation of 94 acres for 667 pounds 
sterling to LYnford Lerner, attorney and deou~y for Richard penn. In 
l7o4 Colliday lived at Ge:nnan"town and Highland av"ltliUes, in Chestnut 
Hill. In 1745 Co.J.J.ictay so~d hie 200 acres in Upper DUblin to Geor;e 
Emlen, Jr., a ~uaker merchant ot puiladelpn1a for 62o gunds. The mill 
race, over a miJ.e in length, ran mostly t11rough the Emlen tract, so 
that in 1746 Lerner purchased froLl Emlen the mili pond and race, 
including one perch on eaCh side of the podd and race, so that he 
could control th<2 water rights to con1uct his mil~. 

Lamer dieO. in 1777, but before that time the mil~ was sold d'a:x 
on a mortgage ot· 1200 pounds to Chris~ian and Henry Friend, paper 
makers. The will stated that if the mortgage and interest were not 
paid promptly tn~ l!li.ll and plantation should revert to Lamer• s son, 
John. 

:Before the Revo.tutlon a portion of the paper mil.t was used as a 
hrist mill, for in 1776 Henry Friend. was taxed fvr a paper mill. and 
grist mill. In 1783 Christian Friend was taxed for a paper m11.1. only. 
It is probable that durin g tne war a part ot tlleplant was used for 
preparing ratio ns t'or the .AJneri ~ an patriots. 
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As VIa shi ng ton ' e headqu~-1 r ters were 1 ess 'than half a mile t·Q'Or:l the 

mill, and tile m1J.J. race passed in front of Emlen•s Hall, it would 
appear a certain~y that Wash1ngton during his six weeks' residence 
at camp Hill m~s t have visited and i nspecteC1 this milJ. and a leo MilJ. 
No. 34 whicn was nearby. 

About 1786 Henry Scheetz Sr., purchased tne paper mill, as 1 t is 
recorded tnan wnen he expired in 1793 he left it to hJ.s son, Justus 
Scheetz • sheri t ·t· of lf.ontgomery Quunty. The inventory at that time gave 
the value ot we mil.l as 2125 pounds. 

The military straiegic value of the h11.ls to the north of sandy 
Run was evidently tne reason that washington selected hie locality 
for a stopping place for his army, it'Cl t at least a dozen griat mil.ls 
on the n oarby Wissabickon and its branches were also a great asset to 
an army. 

Befor~ 1760 th~ BXitieh place a heavy tax on all colonial-made 
paper, eo that the .AJneri c::~n mar1<ete were flooded wi -&h EngJ.isll go ode, 
and the papermakers so impoverished that many of their mills were altared 
to grind grain. After the Revolution papermaking was revived and in 
~ 1787 there were in pennsylvania 48 milJ.s and in Delaware 15 mills. 

Just.us Scheets acquired ni s mil.l in 1793. It wasla ter changed 
to a grist m.1.1.l and the .property remained in the Scheetz f amily 
for almost a century. James A. Scheetz, the last heir, died in 1881, 
and he appointeu bia sister, ~ c. van W~nkle a ~ execu~or of hio 
estate. In a modern deed the 1746 water r•~1ts that Larner purChased 
t' rom Em len, are I!lentioned. 

On July 16th 1886 ~pri11g Deli Farm and mil J. were purchased by Jonn 
R. ~ell and are owned by hia heirs today. 

Accompanying thit5 article is an ilJ.uatration of the anctent mill 
as it looks in 1934. It is a long 3 story bu1lding, to th-: rignt of 
the headraoe over a mile long which brings the waters of sandy Run to 
the pond or forebay in front of the structure. Tn.., grf'!at wheel was 
at least 16 feet above the cellar ot the mill, where after the water 
had turned tn.e wheel, the tail race carried the water 600 feet 
further on where it once again joined v•l>b•¥ sandy Run. 

In recent y~ar a trubine whee~ replaced the old overQehot wheel· 
Aoout 5 years ago the waters backed U:;> in th~ mill. eo that itiWas 
necessary to shut tne plant down, bu-& th~ gears, shutes for conveying 
grain, and alJ. the apparatus required for such a mill are still. in 
the building. , 

As to aay is Washington's :B1Ithday, we beg to include in this story 
of Mill No 35 a snort history of Washington' e headquqrters during the 
Whitemarsh encampment period, fr011 october 30th to December llth 1??7. 
uollida)-,. th-; Germantown miJ.J.er, owned the 200 acres plantation trom 
1740 to 1?45, wupom most of which Waohington•e army was encamped. 
George Emlen Jr • , :built , about 1747, hie ":Baronial nal.l" l!lometimee 
called "Emlen•s :Fol.lY"• Today ":Mistfield Farman on which the Emlen 
Hell was located is tne property of Ur. and J~rs . Radclitl'e Cheston Jr. 

In 1740 Jacob Co.l.Lid.ay purchased 'from Edward :Farmer the 200 acres 
of land, including <iwelJ.ing , lime quarries on both si<1es of sandy 
Run. The deed states in Genaantown, but it was in what is now Upper 
Dublin Townshl.p, nortn of tne spring:ri~ld. Townsbip line. In 1745 
George Emlen bought thl'! 200 acres and bu..1.l t hi a handsome Colonial 
stone mansion. '!he present dates tone in the 3rd story wall, is mucb 
weatherworn but the last t'igur~ looks like a a even, so that the 
dwelling wa s erec~ed. either i11 1?47 or l757. 

Emlen was a very larg~ land speulator and bought and sold over 
one hundred. properties during his business career. this mansion was 
his summ~r residence. B. J. LVssing, th~ historian, states that 
"Emlen , its wealth./ owner, at the time of the Revolution, dispensed. 
hospi taJ.i ty to alJ. who came under i te roof•. 

WaShington's head~uarters from oc. 20th to 3vth 1777 wae at James 
Morrie• dwelJ.ing in Whitemarsh, about 2 miles west of \Vhat is now 
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Ambler. 
on octOber 30th "he army moved down to near Whi te..1arsh, 1 n "he 

locality of what io now known as camp Hill. (see Dr. s. wei t Ui tollall• 
"HUgh Wynne"} Tnere wette supposed to be about ten thousand men in 
the encampment. Theee generals were with the army at that time: His 
Excellency the Commander i n Chief; sul!ivan, Greene, stephens, the 
Marquis de J)afayette, Brigadier Generals Maxwel!, Know, Wayne, l~Uhlen­
berg, oonway and FUlaski. 

The first letter wri tt~n by Washing~.o n fro m the Eralen House was 
dated octY.oer 30th, 1777, and reads: "Headquarters near Whi temarahn. It 
was address ea. to l!aj or General Ga tee and said: •BY this oppo rluni ty 
I do myself the pleasure to congratulate youn on the signal success of 
the army under your command in repelling General Burg~yne and bis 
whole army to surrender, etc" 

A record in the Q,uarterly Book reads: " Since the Ganeral left 
Germantown in the mida.le of September ne has been withuut his baggage 
and on that account is unable to receiTe company(washington•s White­
marsh headquarters) in the manner he oou!d wish. He neverthless desires 
the Generals , t'i eld o ft·ioers, and brigadier cfJ»-erals to dine wi tll him 
at 3 o•c~ock, November 7th 1777". 

washjng ton wrote severa l letters to General Howe, who was in 
Philadelphia, reaarding the exchange of prlsoners. He also suggested 
to Congress the Marquis de Lafayette should be given a higher rank 
in t h e army. This was agreed to and the youthful Frenchman was given 
the co:r:nnand of a division. 

November 8th :"It' we oan get our ragged and half-naked soldiers 
clothed, I think General Howe wili be forced out of Philadelphia." 

November 11th: •upwards of 2000 men remain unfit tor service for 
the want of clothing. 

General Washington crossed ~e Schuylkill r6wer an4 viewed in 
person the enemyts position before Pniladelphia, and at a council with 
hie generals, was adTised against the at~ack. Eleven Generals were 
oppo s ed to thr attack while four were in favor of immediate action. 

of the affair, Washl.ng&on said: n I have bad o :rficers out for the 
purchase o~ 'Voluntary coiJ.ection of necesee i ties without success. our 
di s tress stili continues and is growing ?greater. General Howe baa 
wi U1drawn himself clo ae withi n his lines near Phil adelphia, and we have 
fCllen down with the main oody of the a~y to this place, 13 miles 
from the ci cy. our light parties are much n ~arer and out oft' all 
communications between county and city." 

on Deoenber 2nd, he wrote: •I am about fixing the winter canton­
ment of the army, but find so many oDjections to eaCh proposal made.• 

December lOtn. " I am happy of informing you that in the p ast week 
trom many sources I have reason to expect that General Howe is expected 
to give us a general engagement." 

"Accordingly on Thursday night he moved 1'rom the ci tur wilill all his 
forces and arrived t h e next morning in Chestnut Hili, wi tbout three 
miles of our right wing. on Friday night the enemy changed their gz,ound 
and move d over to our left win g, amile fro m our line. where th~y 
reaained quiet the whole of the next day. on satur a.ay t h ey moved stili 
farther to our left. In this maneuver their advance and flanking 
parties were at tacked by uo!onel Morgan. on u on day a fternoon they 
filed off from their rignt in tul.! march for philadelpnia.• 

December l~th: "General Howe making great preparations to drive 
us beyind the mount a ins, came out with his entire force, but after 
maneuvering departed very hurriedly for Philadelphia.• 

The abo ve qoata tio ns were all wrri t tn i n letters trou the Emlen 
House and h ea ded WHeadquarters, QPitemarShn. \Vhile staying in this 
house, 'l:';'ashington ol'tered a reward ot ten dolJ.ars to nany person who 
shal! by nine o'clock MOnday ruorning prGduce t h e best substitute for 
shoes made o1' raw hicies." 

Lydia Darragh, when she overheard British 011'icers plot,;ing to 
surprise washington at Whitemarsh, conveyed a mes sage to an Ameri can 
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officer, who notified washington ot· the propooed British attack. When ~J 
the British mxzwll)rri marched out lor the g:!ght, on December 5th 1777, 
they fOUl1d Wa~bingt.o n prepared. 

Sally Wistar, 9 orignt. and channing ~uaker girl, si&teen yP-ars of 
age, kep t a ~iary of t he happenings auring this p~riod of the Revllu­
tion. She was vial. ting at the Foul.ke resia.ence, adjoining the ancien" 
Willia, Foul.ke grl.st mi.Ll(No. 47) along t-t.3e Wissrtickon near where 
penllyn station is now lo cat.ed. Thl.s was in Gwynedd Townshl.p, just 
half a mile above samuel Wheeler• s milJ. (Do. 4.6) Wil1cn durwg t.he 
R~volution was uoed as a forge, wnere it is said swords were fashioned. 

r i tl s Wietar wrote in her Jounral, under date of DI!Ce1.1eer 5th 17?7: 
"Ohl Gracious! Deboy I tm all alive wi !:A fear. The Engli t:!h have come 
out. t.o at~.ack (as we imagine) our army. They are at Chestnut H1.1..1; 
our army only tJJ.ree miles away, thia wiae. Wllat wi.L.L oecoLle of us, 
only six miles distant? We are in nourly expect.ation of an engagemenc.. 
I fear we shalJ. be in t.he midst of it.. Heaven d~fend us frow so deard­
ful a bi~~t, etc." 

December 7th 1777: "In thr afternoon we diat~nct.ly heard platoon 
firing. Everybody was at the 11oor; I, in tlte horrors. 'the armies, as 
we judged were engaged • very composedly the Major (Stodaard) said 
to our servan~ fWilJ. you oe kind enough t.o saddle my horse? I snall 
go l '• 

On December l4:th Wa~hingt.on wro t.e from his headquarters: "on 1}lurs-
d.Ay we marchP-d t'rom our old encampment to pa~:Ss the ford at uattson•s 
Ford. •• (Co nshono cken) 

After the event washington made the sta'tement which passed into 
history:"You might have track~d tne a~y from Wh1uecarsh t.o val~ey 
Forge by the blood ot theJ.r feet..M 

In February 1778 Hies P. Fisoourn, tJle sister of Mrs. oeorge 
Bmlen spent a week with sally Wiatar, writer ot· the farn.ous diary. 
"After enjoying a week of her as~e,able coro.uatlY at the mill, I re.o;urned 
with her to Wnitemasrh. we went on noraeback, the ro ads were Dad. I 
think sal.Ly E.'lllen, (ure. George Eml :m , Jr •• ) is one of the most 
beautiful women I ever saw, etc." 

FJ.rst Day Eve: February 17'78 : "Tlli e I!lorning u)t cban:ll.ng trl. end 
and eel t' ascended t.he barren hills o t \1hi t.e.Jarsh, 1 rou the 'TiOps o t' 
which we had an extensive prospect of the country round. The traces 
of the a~y \7hl.ch encan:J.ed. on these hil.Lo are very visible---ragged 
huts, l.ml.-ualOio ns ot ch1mneys, and many o~oner .L'Ul.J:lUI.ll:. objeo~s, Which 
plainly showea tney had b~en there." 

1·he i.l..Luotratio rl ot the liJmlen h~'ldquartera at whi temarah, which 
appsars wit.n thl.s artJ.cle was m3~e i u 1848, :ma appears 1' the 
".t·ictorial J?ield ..oook of the .Revolution", by .H. J. Lessing, 1859. 

80L'le time i n the early 1850 1 s .LOBBing visited the .ISI!llen d\7el.1ing 
and hl.s accoun~ . 1n part, fol.Lows: " arrived at the S!JaCJ.ous stone 
mansion, tottering wi lin age and neglect, where r;ashiil.§O rJ ro.aa.e nJ.s 
neaaqu8rters. 'J.·he house st.ands upon t.he ectge of a weu r.a.ead0\1, at the 
h~ad o1 a fine vnl.Ley, ~nd w~s a sort of baronia l haLl. in aiJze and 
charc ter, when .l!lllllen l. ts wo rtllY'lowner li vee1 there. The root· \Vas 
talling in when I visited it. The old steps are o:t flnP- soapstone, 
n <?a tl.t wrought and in r1any par t.i cultira the oeauty ex.hi oi t marks of 
fine elegance. 

"'!he .i!Jerir; ;.;tn enca.l!l.pment \faa upon t.lle hi.J.J.s north of .lSDllen' a 
_ansion; its rigtlt wing rest~a upon tll-9 wissahi.ckon and tne left 
wing upon Sandy ltUD . •rhey hf-ld no other enu-encnmen~s c.n.en two small 
rso.ouots, one on eacn bJ. .L.&. near the headquarters." 

.!ljarly this mon~.t1 (Febrll.ary l934)this '\Yriter tJaJaes :b,. :iagee. Jr.) 
paid a visit to t.he historic ol<i mansion. Mr. and .ll1ra . Radcilffe 
~heaton Jr., t.be present own~rs ot the dwel.J.ing aaxbxnwa~tnx~~6inx 
showed me two phoGographs as 11.. was i n 1902. It was then cal.Led 
"Devereaux u ouue". The structure tnen looked just as it clid in 1848, 
exce~ t tnat a tront. porch hsd been adaed. 



Today tl1e house has been modernil~ed and greAtly added to, bu"& 9'f 
t.he exterior 01 tne o.l.d mans~on remains as i r. uao uun.r.Jg tile ..Kevolul&on. 
W€! shi n gto lJ i e euppo sea t.o have slept in tlle second e tory fran t room. 

1he anci~nt. mil..L race tl1at has been carry1"1g water to Mill 1'10. 38 
for nearly 200 y~are still flo wa in front of the house, 35 it did in 
1848. Uow mallard ducks mak<:! tllei.r haoi tat on and D".!'ir its pl·~cid 
wa tere. 

Stoney Run is south o-r th~ rae~ a!'ld when th~ onlook'3r stands on the 
terrace and gnzed a t th~ mi ll race it app ~ars as thou(?'..h it were 
running uphill, 'but the race l ~'lV~s the run at l "ast half a mile 
abo 1e th~ house and flows on a level, wl~ll~ th~ .run descends the hill 
and at tbie point to t en to tw~lve feet below the race. At the milll 
a hald mile beaow, there ia still a gr~at~r dist~nce i n hei~t between 
the r~ce and the run. 

On t h e floor o f the terrace there is an attractive colo r ed XJIX tile 
showing Revolutionary sol ·li ers, m 1rk~d 1'777. It wa., designed and 
manufactured by Joseph II . D. Allen, of paper Hi l~. road. 

The wee t room of the first flo or contains a very fine old fire 
pl'·l ce and sorte of. the origi m~l wai naco ting of the walls is well pre­
served. ~ . B. Brandt, in "B~vaya and Boulevards", reproduced two 
illustrations of ~rs . Cheston's b~~utiful sunken garden i n full oloeaom, 
bt<t wh .::!n I saw it, all was co ~ ~red with s now and ice. 

•ro Mrs. Cheston thi s writer i s in.:le~ted i'or an inspection of that 
novr quite rare v,~ lur:l "'l , 0 Sally Wistarne _..'Q'lt Journal". 



~' ill ~·o . 34 . g.1 e~z• '':'hi .. e. rc .,..., p_r ill 1769 . .., . Gillinglt·• 
"''ell' n u-::-1 t ,rill ltl65 . 

i .. 1 t cr i. 1 • . i 11 i t ~ v 11 y of 
ix .Ji1_ long , r-S-13 nectr .ubic. il 1 

itz\.at rto\.n , ee .. t1ed 

A iill nt i c hi a ,, i fe 

l~ _. of Art} ur 
un n Jar ...... o_ t Hi 11 . 
buu 0 u e neieh~a 

a ov ill ··o . 34, o .u ~ top of a circul .r 
'ti e\r. ter i o camp Hi 11 , ' .er- a p r ~ u f 
en co 1ped ... ~rl. . ... ..ne "1hi te .ur ... h c 1d.LJ' ign . 

t w.t<:!l'P. !hi te..- :rs:1 , ·~prirlgfi .1<1 rJ p J<:!l' 

n t.l e to . o f ta ... .,. !1i 11 i uEu p 1 i 11 
of ~11- ""'ell;.van HPnaae1 er fd 1i ly . 

~o t e 11 o cl ~ar U.uy c.Jn ·o _ een t.1e '· .~.i ;e 
f .i ly bu.:- i 1 lo ~ a t. G t . '. o .< a ' ·hur c!1 . 

[lle d.lle , ua p 1 ill , ·ort Hill t11d 'o ·., \h c:li .on , ,,nere 
.lll ._. On I S tr OpS \!ere ~11~ !fl ad i'l !ill€ f• 1 0" 1'17? 1 Oll tl e 

o .. :1 bo e r:oa dy un 1 al o c o c e .. ll .. valley For o the 
,. ... • of 1?77- 7 • T 1e r. ner al were ore or l.ao • rassP.d by the 

:r.:. ti. h \ .i le enc pad t · 'h J tc;.lar '1 , "O i '; \, s dec~ided beo t .. o 
re ove t ·- enc pl P-11 J ... o v· ... ley ];'orBe . 

1 t us re~urn 'to · ry _etz 1 pap r mill 1 1'160 , 
... a ... . 1.1 t o to .o 1 e of 

o 1 1i ll t r c t o 1 en 
·uch of t' urv .Yl. 

. i cho 1 ,.. cull . .1 .. e ~.lil.ll 

Camp !"i 11 , equ re lot I 
t i od condition . I 

u .. ; rl .sworth , n in 17~1 
r e .. . old ... o 1· e ry Scheet3 , ,... ... • • ·i 

"';ov nship; .ho bui 1 t tJl~ pap r ai ll is1 l 7 ti9 . 
The meub.rs or the ,..chn~tz fa lily o\ 11e five ptp-=-r raills in 

ontbo ry c ill .. y ; conr · d t o in Lo· er .,.~r~on l ~n ill cr-eek ; JOhn 
the ~~Rx mill o paper ill .o d, u'uove ... h~st 1u~ l.ill; nd -:nry 
t' is ill ( ·o. 34) and i 1'7813 ill . o . 35 . 

llen c:;ch~etz pu.:ch. ":od .1 · pr01)2 .. ty he borro~ed fro1 hi aJ.joi~­
in:s nei .1bo.~.~ , or~~ len Jr ., 10 poutd nterlin ol a o .. t:Jlge , 
t e d e en tio l buil i s i _ r eveuen .. s . 3-fo .... Olll1 "i .... hi 



p p"'r nil" i 1'769 1~ 
~yn o."'•1 Lerdn.er •. 

djoini1 

T"' P.xtr~ e nort:1e ·:~ anglJ of .. · ~ 100 · cres borcl~r~d on 
pp r "')ublin d '.'hi t'=ll' r a 1 ·:o\ s:tipa , i t::ilu<li n til~ cr"=n t of 

camp Jill; and < lso t e r .s~ t c· np •ill liHll. SCll"=f! :;z \luS 
e utJ n h~riff of Spring i_lJ i l?G? . 

nry "ch.etz , sr., died in 1?93 d ~~-mill\ s inh.r:~ed 
by 1. older-t so , ~n . 1 • e r.r " lleetz , r ., 11 t.d in 
finn 1 o t e • r of lol2 . Jacob nd "'eor "'P. ,...cheetz , ~xecu ._oJ.~l3 
for t General , t11~ir f .. ner , old i:.lle ni 11 nu 1 n s to ,John 
~ 1affer , nd i 1866 tL."" .aill( t .en · rist .1ill) Hl'C. 58 acr ~G 

olu. to ; . Gillingl .. t:U:.1 'ell . In 1881 t e .. ~irg sola t.1e 
.. ro .rt. to I . c . cocm:an , ..... o i ... .1~ e .1e y_ r solu th~ .ill 

n bd a~r .s for , 20 , 0()) t.o Jo .. n R . Fell . 
The grist 11ill ~~ol'ltinu~l run 1i .... ; grillding corn for th~ ....,e lll 

fdr.n r _quire.l "Ylt3. '[!lere w " tl lur ,e h\.eel \vl tJJ.in ~jh~ ~ ... 1 , us 
\, 1, the custo , of ti1e uld. mills . 

Ahou't f'i ve yt:l rs ae,o b11e /HYl ·~ensselaers {pv~ t11.; ooy ncouto 
of ''hi~e1n rah th~ privilege of usin~ +,jj.e rlill nG a rm.lt:~zv ux 
u11d n etii1B 1 ce , und • ilP. i. t11e ·ooya ' use t·1e ·o;.lil.nng was 
cntirel~ conewn.l b~ fi~e . 

'.1.'he t~>pograplly of VhtP.re t~!iG 1i 1 otoud is ~~on i d ra"oly 
c 1 •YlB _d , t J.C re t lon,; mi 11 · nd tai 1 ruces ll'1vi {!; b~ ~ fi 11 d 
in , tu _ round h s ·.lso been raised, out xx u gr ~t. ':. old 
bu to l'l:.ood tree by tl P siJe of the mill is still st ndirg , sho\ in~ 
t .e c rs nJ b ... rn-eol br· nc:1e fro .. e i.:-e . 

•Tear tLe site r~ ;;;\,o grind atones , b u i:..l iron ti:..·es . 
our r ~ders are inde"ot~d to Gouverne::- C'1d\ ulua.e:-!." , o'f cump .,! 

Hill fo the illu tr"'~:!.ons of e ol raill ; also for :.:1e 
lo no blu. :prinJ of t~~J/ p.~.opoert.Y givin posi'tions of r..he 
.1ills , r cea , fnn e , ca . .1p Hill , etc of the Jolm R . Fell 
est·te . 



J.ti 11 l':o . 36: Fi tz\..a t..:Jr Grist !Ji 11 on ·andy nun . 

Th~s ueek e will l~ave the G\:ynedd lmd Naoler Lills c:md 
r etrac~ our jo urn~y br.ck to Fa rt \fdshi n1, .. on . He::~ \ e 1 -=uve the 
Wi ahickon Creek , pRes alon{S Sandy Run ~hruugh the camp Hill 
plantation of th~ Fell-van Rensselaer family , where !fi lls Hos . 
33 ~nd 34 are loca ted. 

We \alk along the r.U.l~-long mill r ce of r:ill };o . 34 , p ast 
the Washington h~adqunrtaro , and r each Fitzwatertown, which i s 
in Upper Dublin .ownship about three clles eaat of Fo:;:ot wuehington . 

Here \ve find 11l!illhouse 11 , the attractive home of Dr . ;md 
M~ s . Leight.on F . Applei:J.an , The APplelllanc pu:rchased ~he old 
li'f tzwater grist mill i n l926. The roof and flool's h<.-d f~llen 
and in buildi ng tl~eir d'\;ellin,_s they uned the four ~J"tone walla of 
the I.J.ll , so that the preoen·t exterior of t.ae 110111e is ~he sarae 
ua w~e that of the one- time 1ti.ll . 

~r:boi'lC!f :b'itz\¥cl ter , sr ., was the fi.~.·G t of the f<:~Jnily .. o set ~le 
in Pennayl vunia . He WClS oorn in uunworth , }~i ddl~oex, rou!;hwest 
of london , Englund . H~ , Hith hie wife und aever1;1l sons , sclil€d 
from De 1, on the 11Welco.1~" , wi ;h \, i lliau 1.,em1 , and llG other 
pa aaengerq. :Before rencning th~ cap -es of tl...e Delaware Ol.'W 11-pox 
broke out and th_r ty passengers died; among tbrae Che uife etn<i 
tv.o children of Thomas Fitzwater . 

Fi tz\ ater pul'chased fro.n Penn u lttrge t :-act of land i 11 \7hat 
v.ae tz er1 Bucks County , but no;1 Upper DUblin To\-:nsllip of Lontgom­
ery County . He al::;o :rn.u·~hueed 100 acres of l and in Philadelphia, 
nlong th'! Delaware river, and here , on Front ntreet , he erected 
a dwelling in \'1.-ich ~o li ·.-e . 

Jo .n FanniJ1B \lateen, ,,ri ter of ''The Annal::; of PhiludelphiH 
and Pennsyl-vani a" , teJls u., that the orphans cou.tt l!let in 
p iladel bia ntourthc.da:,· , l iJt month , 1693 alld W"..JOng t,~...ose pres'!nt 
\7ere t.1e Governor (Wi l.Lia1:1 penn) t:tnd f i ve j usti ceo , one of \\ho!:l 

wu a 'l'homa s Fitzwater" . 'f.."le lett ter died i n 1699 . 
T"1or:tc.s Fitzwater , Jr. , inh.;lri t d the Upper Dublin plantation, 

and Fi tzwu terto\m uao named after hi~n . I 1705 he petitioned the 
court usking thH t a road be laid f!'om his lh1e kilns 'to the 
Pennypnck Uill. T}lis 'l:.as not done , however , until 1?25. 

Dr. Muc}1"arlun-= , i n his "HiPto.~.y of J~urly Cheotnu~ Hill", states 
11 as early as 1693 there was a ro;'a from t.he l~me quarri es of 
T.t10rtl lS Fi tz\m t-er , in Upp"'.!l' Dublin , to ainen l3treet , Germantown. 
This \.as \7hHt is now known aa Linekiln pikeu . 

Dr . A.,pleuan stat~s th t thl':l r muins of the old lime kilma 
are still to be se::1n on t.ue f ar.na udjoining tile old. mill . 

Thotna Fitzwat.:r , :;r ., di ~d in 1?.,8 , and was buried in the 
Pi tz\m ter burying gro:1nd a t Fi: tzwa terto,.n . 

re may have built the grio-1; mill bafo e hie d~atll . If not it 
waa erected sho .. tly after ·ard by his son, John , who inherit~d t.le 
property . He ,JCJ~:.A John , was t x ed fro 1 1'169 to 1'783 , for 300 Cl'eo 
pf land and t.1e griot r:lill . John \, as born in 1?15 and died in 
1'794. The prop-=rty passed on to hie aon , ... atthew , u~ op~-ru·ced 
the mi ll. Ma ~thew e nlisted in the -.t.~."l :Battalion o f Pennsylvania 
li.li tia , and eu\, service at Trenton, ]3randY\I.ll1e and Gen~un r.o\m . 

Befo e 1826 t .. e ""rist r:lill am 118 ucrea Cm'le i 11to t:ne possession 
of George :h"ltzwat~r , ...10 i 1 t ... 1nt yedr it \,us sold for "'9000 to 
\ri lli liJ.D. Jarratt, ufter who~e family Jurre ~\.11 \us ntm.-:td. 

The deed men tior1s n the ridh t to r a i se the water in the mill 
rae~? at the mill to two cer uill .1 r.i<:s on t .... e mill \;all 011 tlJ.e 
woth aide of th.e zluice , which carl.'ieo the water fl'OJfl ~i ... e ltlill ar 
r i..lce on to t.1e wa t ~r \,neel ; ~1e one a cro oo marked o n a s ton•~ 
in tll wall , sn~ tne other un iron dl"iven i nto tlle wal l" . 



J~rett di.:;d the follo\!in., y~ar l .a·;i ng five dnughtera , One 
o-r th<eoe, J:~ ry, lO.arried I srae1 Hollov~ll, wllo op .ra t-::d the .mi 11 
for t.le heirs . I n 1852 they sold t:1.e raill and 75 acres ~o John 
Price, a miller of Upp~r nu·Jlin. price sold the mill for $5000 
to ca t.larire A price , (t ife of Willimn U . price) , who in 1869 
sold th~ mill to samuel Conr ad. After running the mill for 33 
yt!ara Conr .d became firwnci r:1lly ern bar a sed and the sh~ri ""1 sold 
the property "tO ~.he ::aucks county Tr Aat coro.puny ' P.n<i in 1908 
for 2550 thi o firm passed it on to Ghu:r lee L . Hartin, wl~o in 
same year found. a pu.;·cb ser in t ... 1e urban and suburban Real 
Estate Co111pany . 

A sot .• e tirne d~· i J these sales the gr.:.at OYerheud "a ter 
,.:heel \',as diGpooed of , and th~? :po\.er i e su plied by a hydrnu~ic 
wheel, SUCh as iS U.ved at t.h~ ._ount St . Joseph' & Co:..lege !!lill, 
(No . 26) , <.~nd tn~ u. of P<•-, .ArboretUJ 1aill (No . 2'7 . ) 

In 19~6 Edith \'; . rran<.dhunk ·oou_,ht th.e diemer.tbert"!d. mill 
ond 6 nnd a f action acr~s, e.nd in the aa!Je year it was pu:--
0h~ ced by the pr~s ·nt Ollllo;!rs. J)r . nnd ;·ra . Leil!;llton :r . AlJpleuan . 

'l'he Doc to1· sLov1ed us several pHo togrHpha of the o1o. r.ai 11 . 
and thP. rout otone walls of the :::mci~11t buildir'c; a re now th~ 
attractive "Millhouse 11 as aP.en today. 

'r.lle mill ruce cun "oe tracev. t 1rough th~ propel·ty, al1hough 
there is nu ater runni.nt::. t~J.rough it todt..f. 

ios J urgaret R . Fitzwater , of Cl.a.estnu, 1 ill , has pror.ieed 
to send us some addi :.ional hl•'tol-7 of the mill \ h i ch • .. e v.ill 
quote lk ter . 

JoHn Pi'tzwatel~ a dP.scen nt:. of t1Jio ·u.aily 
was bn extensive limebu.ner and real e state 
O' DB~ died at Fi'tzwa terto .... n , t:uy 13th 185'7, 
i n his 84th yP.ar , · nd i a b u·i ed i n tlle "au.ily 
bur.Jing gro ... nd . r:e \'as O\..ner of a po tion o:f 
the Emlen estat~ , on v:hicn ic C:l :Large mansion 
used by \[ushington as his heudquurtero while 
the arrily was in the Yi cini ty of \/hi tembrall . 

I n 1810 tll.: li :"' ~urnera of the count:.ry fomed 
tbJama~lves in to ~n association: Al-.:luxnder 
Cr awford , Presid~nt ; John Fi tz-..va ter • Sec t .,l"Y . 

'flle FA tz\~at or ':.>m·ying "'round i e on our fur.,l; 
o n tl ... e hillside; moat of tha dettes of ~he 
old s~ones ure .orn e .. ~ooth , but I believe 
that ead1 g~ner tion fro! .. the :fil':;;,"; tla~re---

Fitzwatertoi.n is sit uted 111 the soutllern part 
of Upper Dublin on Li~e.t<:iln Pil.:e; in the 
midst of the fer~ine valley of sandy Run , 
abounding in l1mestone and iron ore . At one 
tiJ'le it contained a otor , hotel, wheelwrir;ht 
and ·ol~ckwni tll s ... op, grist :rill , and a·oout 
12 houses . T"J.le poet offic~ \H a ~o':.ablished 
in 1858 . 

nr . und . rs. Appleman .. re c J!' t<.tinly to be congru ~ula"ted for 
building :.1eir a tt::ac ti '.fe s\.C:u-:1=:::: home on the s ib te und retaining 
the ·\,u lla of th~ at1Ci ".!nt r.lill , ana thus preser·rint:; this Coloniu1 
la11 d.nark of • o ntgo.J.ery C0un ty. 

Just Hs .c were about to .. ail ~hiG ~rticl e -co A. c. Chnu\lick,Jr , 
editor o·r ~1e s.u u .. ··oan press , t•re received a letter from }':"l's . 
Applel un , containingtlie ubove in uen";eu notes . 



Grist and Scm .i 11 .rto. 36-A Basti<m Houpt., 'Jefore 1'/69: 
GP.ol',$e . .r euher , 1781. 

:hese i'9-'-e ~\IO very succecsful cou t.r railln , situated ~n a 
go ud fctr;.dl16 dist.rict and tn~·ou~h the n arly 200 y~ara of their 
history w~ find. no aheri t fts oaleo . 

Eae •. o t t.1e nnny 011ner::; aanagad ~:1e mill. !3 auccesGfuly , in­
prov d t .. ~ :prcp~r<.y , paid th<?ir t~xes pro· p~ly, nd lef;:, a pro ­
fltaole buoineoo ~o their hci~s . 

Aft:r 1 aving t. .... e Fi tzvm t~ c ill \d'~ go north un !.i .1e.teiln 
ik-:( one ... deP.d 111encions it aa 11 t.u.o ro .. d J~ J Jenkintoml 11 ) o rn· ~he 

300 foot •• ic;!J. hi l.Ls to "he no rt..l u f t;andy .P.un , a.o\,'l"' t. e hi l.Ls to 
t!.e one~ en:. susquell~l1i1~ roud tha c pnss":!tl ·t'rom Gerr'luntown to r orth 
'·a l es . 

11ere w~ come to J)rea:ler:jom1, wil~re t:Ue ancien~ mi.lls were 
nes-:.l~d do\.n snugly on a branch f ;:;;;.muy Run. To t .. e \t'est u:t "the 
mill an ola car-u ro d ran no!"~ •• bou1d to tile uurs .. 1au ecting J ouoe , 
1;r a 3 uno '!.h~r deed h s it, "th~ l'OHd 'to oxford church". 

It mus ~ hnve be~n qui t':l an engineeTil1 ~ propo si -;ion 1or ~ne 
first s<:!~r;l<=>r ~o eo i.l.i:1to che wilderneaa ; dig a r.li.l.t r<2c~ n earl y 
a mile long; ~rGct t wo srnnl.L and one g:.. .. ~ut d rna , 9 d conserve 
the ' o ':.~::!:' flowing fro11 thre~ ou"ooling springs; and. ereot t,.o 
mill and equip them. 

In t.he ..He oo:rd .::r of Deeds off ice , ut l~o rri a town , we :ind a 
survey of the .ilil.l l ands . o ~:1 the !n.illG \,e:. .. .:: one- st.ory frar.l'.:! 
bu11 1·1gs ; the s:.m mil.l w .. s qui :.e SJ~al.t , bu~ tn~ gri ut ltu.ll 'us 
l arge and o t •. e n:ont we_~ ~· .. o doore and five windo\,3 . The 
po''- w s r~c<:!ived fro .• t_le su.'l~ mill :.. .. a ce. Tl~e greut dulu was on 
a branch o f ~undy Run ; one small a.arn \VHB Oll a tiny br13n~}:1 i'!"'m t:1c 

west ; and tmothe small d"'--m on a 1~ t-;le ::.rickle c ~ ).lee. u ine nun , 
running fl'o. :t t. .... e '3ast i n to che m.i.ll ru e~ n~ur rhe arm z.aill. 

Every gallon of nater i n .. h~ lo~ali;.y was utilized to run the 
mil.lo , but today t. e bubt>ling spring·:; s.;e.1 to h -.,~ dr~ed up , a nd 
t.t.e ... ·e is vel'} li , ;.Le ·~•a t~r i:n !'JL.o strem1 tha-:. is so c arefully 
ru&rJccd ou~ o n ~:1e su:tvey . 

Th12se -:.· ::lil..Ls "Wer~ erect"'d by .Bastian !iOcipt , i :n Upper Dub­
li n 'l'o\ms"!1i 11, ;emetine b~for-3 17o9, a:;J i n mat. ye:...r lloJ.~)t i s 
t<:!xed for :t ~ri st mi 11 nnd <i saw mi l.L, untl also a plar) tation 
of 20 acres . 

In 1774 eonr .d Ger~art owne.1 t~1-2 mil~s and 28 ucres; aleo tlle 
tlill race , i ncludi ng one perc:i.1 on each side o f t.1e r uce ~hnt 
.:£W1s t.1rOUt;;J1 ~- '? l and of .John Ho b-=Json . I n this y~ar Henry )ergee , 
of Gwynedd , pu!'ch:l ~ the prop ".!"!''ty , su JJ ~ct .. o a mo r'tgi ~e of 

7 5 pl unds sterling , h old by Bastian :aoupt. In 1 '1'17 Jesse Trump 
of upper Dublin , purch ... eel .. ~.e :ai tlG and i 1781 he 1 old. t ... c su:.L 
to ·eo!" ge .L>l'·~oher , of Dr ~sh~ryown, anu ~he :.."'oud corme0'ting the 
r.ail.ts i ~11 \Vhi temaroh were , a11d ar~ st~l.l., nAmed after him. 

nrosher C1~"1d in 1804 ' and t.1e ~Ji llo passed to his sons . 
In 183'-* Abner t"'penc~r and Jo .. n Fitzwater purchased the 

mills .md i n !..ne sarne year sell tbe pro:per-:.y to Levi Dres~1er . 
Levi expi J.·ed in 1843 t1nd. the miLLs and 14.r cacl•.:s wer1~ sold to 
c.;harleo s . Conrad , for 3785. The ful..Lo' i ~~::. year vornelius , the 
f'1 ~-l r of Cl rl ~::.. ::; . con ... ·ad , secuo.·ed t~1e mills . 1 n 185<3 Isauc 
(Jo:nr·nd paJ.d .,?5750 for t.he prvp~rtJ . 

e ar':l tole. tha"; the nci <? t. mil..L bu11a.~ngo havP. o~en moo.~rn­
i zecl i n ";o an at~racti ve d ~lli g . In a l a t<?r t~rtiele \,e will 
descriue t. e prF-1sent condi";~oo•1 of thio old inliu 3 ~:d a l pl.Jnt . 



Grist 1"1111.3 roo . '37 und :17 - A 

Johs1 ]3Ur}~ , 1'7 t 1• ; r,dge- )?aul 1748 ; J<~cob Reiff 18 85; 
Joseph Luk-1ne 18~">8 ; Flu:e'Silk 1864 . 

•rbis ola griot mill HHC er~ct ... d upol a l i ttle parcel of 30 
f:iCr .s of lund in U:pp-=r Dublin into " i~l t e iuG<J:.i~.Konwa t.eru 
pa ~a~d l:lnd C!'o ~sed ::h~ \1l.1i temuro.1 l i l,e , 8bove, und !l~Cir ~he 
pre ent to'li.:n o·~ Ar;tbler , i:>elo\'i -·illlo . 3U . 

In 1688 zacharial: \lhitpHi1 , the eo of Rich rd~l"it in , of 
J:Dndon \7ho owned t.1e great .:1ouee on pront and ualnu~ streete , in 
phi 1 delp .ia , o\;ned sev-.,r 1 t.loU and acren here , and i n 1688 he 
sold a t c t .:.o 1'iei1ole:.s sr::ull 'l.o was tl1e oversee::- of Ed,,urd 
For ar e plantation belo\! . TLe deed otaten it \lao upon suaqueh nu 
ro r , on t weo!; aide of uwesoehe,_,uen 11 creek. In 1698 scull sold 
to Ed\ ard :Burk 300 acr~s con.:.aining a house , for -four score 
pounds Gterling. 

In 1? 33 EdHEJrd nurk , on a ceo u11 t of his na ~urHl love and 
uff ction orne fo:c his son , Johrl , sold th·~ d\ r~llin~:;, , "bu~ no .nill , 
~or five ohillinga . WC f i !'Gt. l~arn of t.i1e griGt rJill i ~ 1744 \,hen 
John Burk r~ade a pe·~i tion to the cou ... t to opel1 u ro· ·~ pas t the 
rni lJ he htHi la ~ely erect ·d . i n 1?4B the heirs of Johl1 }3urk solo 
t1 e ill nd 30 acres t o Jacob T~dge a 1J J me:; p· ul . Th€ lc. t ter was 
of tn. f&. ily '·· o o\.ned so m nJ mill and forg s il pennsylvdniu . 

I t 1e r~e year Ar"~ i b~ld c01 · n •~lso ola .-o t.ne par tnerc 
15~ acr"es adjoining ill' .lite.:lareil 'lo\,l16hip . I l'l l 'lGb jtlmes PHill 
sold to jacob Edge 183 ~crJe adjoining on tue south , al_.o bi:3 hctlf 
inter at i 1 t· .. e otner two lot ... nd Jill Yo . 3'1 . puul un .... Edge\ e:::-e 
bro tllers- in - 1· u c. d bot:J. at tJnded the G\'l:flledd. 1 eeting. 

111 a tax 1ist of 177~ Jucob Edge \lUG taxed for a gris ~ 1aill il 
pp r Dublin and 228 acres . 

\e are sorl'J to state t •• u~ in de cri"oln, .,.,ar.ar t ... ::i ll (No . 32) 
we erred l. n s t· ti ~ tha~ Jacob J~dge O\,n~d th t. roill . 

In that article ~he f i ve purHgraphs rel· ... ing ::.o .: co1) J:dge 
oll rel te i;o :·ill Ko . 37 . 

1'. e rarm r ~ i ll ar:.icle S1..ould iwv~ rerHi Joohua ... :orris cold 
tJ.. t. l.lill to his so11- in- law, Isnuc 1'~ther . 

Speno r Bonsall ' :;; nap of th~ }3ut~le of Qr.ormanto\tl1 , dr ,,n 
se:p ember 1877 , on'3 ht ... nd::c~d y~ ra • fter t >'3 b , t tle , r..J.a:.

4

.<:' the 
mill at Ski·Jl u .::k nJ B'3t lej1er.1 Pike ~ll3 Daniel 1 orris ' and. 
Ju co~ Edge ' s i 11, N'3i ther one of th~m ev~l4 o\med -:.lu~ t rni 11 , and 
tl at s how the ~rror occurred . 

R~v . Frmcis neyl, i l1 " The :aattl~ o-r GPrma,"lt0\})11 st.a-:~s : llljere 
-u ... ey re. oi :ned unti::. evenin.; and o+. '1 o 'cloc~k tuok up "'jhei:::' lil e 
of m rc. o' n th<.:! ~ki'Ppack ro d past -=-dge ' a !':ill to tl1e }3ethle-
hel!l turnpike . n 

1\IO'• Edge ' s ·ill wa"" on }(orris roHd , near Bethlehet1 Pike , o er 
a I ile above the Skipp.~ck ro id , eo if .. 1. a:::·zD.y di · :p ~s by 
Edge' a 1 1 i t ~a;.l$ t have co.:1 do\ n orri · nd. not ':.he Skipp ck r end. 

_•ro. 1?55 until 1?84 Joco E e t e ole O\ ner and upo1 
hin de th , i n l?85t --.'l&J'ml:ll sol ... o Jnco Det\eil r sr ., 
'l o o J, • ill uo . 38 , n Jacoo Reiff , Jr ., Tne latter \.as 
t.-.... eon- in- la'. ofD-:~\eiler nd oro~her o :aryHeiff , \ .•• o llad 

_n cl rri f lhrs t; to Jo sepn \ i se , of ~ i ll Ho 31:1 , • nd lti ... er to 
Jos ph Lukens , of tLie mill . Tile i nventory of EdGe ' s est.t te 
men ~ions five s i 1 in \1heelw ; one for ~ .e \ l u\. nd ol e ~ol' e.H ell 
of t P four d ug1 ~~rs . There w&>re no cons . 

I n 1813 Reir.i.' alJo purch B:!d~ill Ho . 3Q. 
I n 1790 Jooeph net'. eil~7i.· Jr ., solJ h i s half of t.J.ao rnill unci 

land t.o Rei f·L' . 
SOl.!eti.le be':.ween 17\.W a U. 18=$!J the ol\.4 stp, ~3 mill ~_;:o . 37) 

fell into dec~.Y . nJ u ne B-1 J mill (no . 3l• A) nas r~cted 



• 

furtHer o\,·~ t.1e \is ahio :.m , i :n \ihi~e • .1ar sl •ro\ 1ship , 0)1 .. L.e 
l a u tl... t _l 4 e a1 Hul h d purch oed i l'l<i£3. 

f/ 
I n 1833 Det\~iler nd Reiff 11 a. 1 dispute l'eggliding Reiff ' s 

mi aum so high that the m:o~ ter f .. oJJ :)etwiler ts ~ail ruce di d 
not flo\ prop rl ·• Arbi 'tr, tors '· er _ appo:::.nted , nd a f1~1 l'ldly 

e t ~le .. en t ' a r .oa ehed . 
1 n 18 38 Reiff sold to . o se i Lukeno, t: .. e 50 acres in Upper 

Dublin (upon 'hhi cl \ ~ . .o g ... i ~ r ill no\ gail -;o ec y) and 
tHo lot; of' l nnd i n \'ll1i tenaraJ. u.po \.hich th~ n ·' 11ill (No . 
37 - A) ~ d b.oen erected . one of the cl uses i n tne deed says 
that ukens \las to ·oe allo ed to uee the stone o:' the old mill 
to re air h i dam i s oo de ·ired. 

Th~ con ~id ~rc.. tio n paid was $18 , 100 , 'hi ch include a mansion 
houoe , Merchanto t grist rnill , and. ·m. mill an 8£> acr ~G of 
land in Upper nu·oli" and '.11.1 tel :::ah ~·o\wnshipe , but a ll the 
uuil i:ngs Wl!Ee i 11 t.le latter to\m:ehip. 

Joseph Luken3 and wi t'e , nry , li v d in the rn, nSlOi1 ho UBe 
ve-::y l. ppily or .. a1y y rs. He coula. not. h·ve bP.en kinder to 
t .e six Uise child.:eEI1 th t .1i a v.ife -orougl..t v;it .. her ftorl her 
f i r rn rri ge , i.lf they h d be~l hio ve::y O'\n . 

Janu ry 1st 1863, Jo~·ep11 Lukens a11J wife, 1 a r y , sold " ill 
No . 37 - A, (whieh '\las Cl 1nerclwnt grist t·mJ. Sb\l mill) to Amos 
Uall•:r, for 1 0 , 000 , subj.,.ct to a mort go of $8 ,600. It v:aa 
o n H pu >lie road djoining land of ,raco'b \,entz , and t1e \1ie u-

i cl{Ol, p sa ed through t:1e ";J:::-operty t'or over 17 5u feet . 
In 186tc llJ .• oo Heller oold the rnill and 89 acr~s to Eberhard 

'lues , of 1 ew York City , on . .: here the l atter estuoliehed hill 
silk ill. 

\,hr.m Dr . : .• ry P . H . Hough , o, PJ "oler pu li"'h a .er histor-y 
of ~h::! Flu~s Silk '_ill , 'e \ill h ve t:1., sto..rJ of t" ~ 1ui '.t up 
to d Ge . 

A!Y. J:H.J L JOl H ~ ;my t :> L~ ''lflP. Bu.>K . 
~----'~--------·----

A4nir I Barry's st tue s-t;"'n "' i n I ndepen\.ence square, pl..ila­
d:elrwi~ . Aft.r t.ne Revolutiol1 (in 1?8'7, he \o<H3 in cor .... anu of tlle 
I!L:::'Chmt st:~ilin veasel 11Asit:~ 11 , ~vm~d by \lilling und Robert 
orris, nailing fro~ phil delphia to canton, China. 

Tne l etJer buok of over lJO pages ~ives H r ~cord of the 
voyug"' d also the businese t,_ .. anaactions . 

In runrling ov _r :he -oo ok lo "~ing for \7ute:-.1 rk , thP. prP.s'1rJt 
0111 r , r. :Bal"ryiiep·ou:cn, W'l surp:cise<l to find ~-lat. 50 pages 
of tlu boo.-: con ain~a .n r:nglis:1 \Bt~rmrk Hnd t1e o4;.ler 50 
p ges o the ~<'me ,.,.~ o tnt. • of paper c rryi nc; the Ameri c.:an 
'r.acermark of "T!1W 11 , wit .. the :oove '~ith Sl)-"ig of ivy i its "oill. 
· .• :1 is wae .na~ ·oy th~ fir1.1 o-~ Tho 1 s H d ark \ ill~ox, of .. he 
Dove Ivy P~per rills , (1729) at Concrod, o Ch~a ;er Creek, i11 

Delaw re ,ou ty. 
\'Then 'l'homr2 AJ:ti es , forn~r su.p rinLndent of the ''illeox ti llo 

purch· s,d t1 e old l;Onco d- l)..Letz p· Jer ni 11 ( 1 74~) on i 11 cr~ek 
i 1 ~ er • rion o\; ship , he L.:.o took over 't.tleir nu 1e 11 the 
:Jov~ ills 11 , nd l"'o t.l""ir dove • ter nark . \ e h· v-~ see1 r.r y 

ter. a ko o., ~he J...ni '3S Do e i 11~~ . 

1e quo":. 1 
i enrlGylvd ia . 
"'ch etz 1 1 o 
of 100 puun ~e at 

p· p r .uk .r:J , if 
p per roillt , o~tly 

1:1 ' lo r to Co 1rud 
i '1 u n r r l:i r lo. t:> !!l.' 
p .. ~ '1' IUll an -f'ul.:ti ill, 

erks CoU1~Y. w 1i~. i~1 1'749 



• 

, •. rch 1'749-5 J .!)ani el Wo.n'3ll30 o-f', pap _j,~nu 1c .r , oJ' • Al'li ty ·:ount3hip fz.. 
re~urco lJO pounds Gterlina , on n no tggg fro ~erjufin 
'ranklin , uri ter, o'f p ... 1i l loelp .. ia . l)aniel Jfl"..l.S"; u1v'~ bu~ihi; '!;he 

pP,r r!lill bet\ ~en 1?36 ·1 d 1'749, s on tl oe first ddt~ he ur -
ed 2 •0 acr.::!s of 1 ; nd u o whi c"t .-,· t:> i 1ls \ere ·~rect~d , fron 

d.t und neec-:! . (Il1 1?36 'ti n e is epell'-'d ome'isdorf, occ pation 
n. i h, n .Ami t;y no· nsl ~p ~aa rich in i""on ore , b13 lik~:y \ orjceti 
i "'or e . ) 

'"'.te olland p:.,per~.·lc~r w 6 ... 10n st, she 
Hnu int r~~t i n full i 1?62. 

If Fr· kli 1 ll' Cle lo lna to paper.ad rpr i l UI.H:ichus~tts , ~ C\ 
Jer ,ta:l , or ::;)eltmar~ , =.. e.f woul t ·oe recol'dtad i n tho G~ ta t.::!s , but 
if he 1n a. o ~·tel' lom· o i ., tu9 old c vu ty o f phi lao. e. phi· , ' .lli ell 
tooJc in nenrly all of the sout'le 1at~r aectior: of pen sy:.l.vania, 
·. e Hi 11 find t.lle:::1 . 

Judge \ndr ~m .ob'9son 2ni, w·lO o\me:. ills _oo 1 to 3 , ot .. he 
JilOU ,h of t1u~ '. i as~L.icE.on , i ll 1'71~ pu-ch ae<l lbOO ucJl'~~ of iron 
l.J•1d Yl'i?ar or ir. Amity 'I"' R.o'besotl ':.:'o\mnhips . Rob?son !li"Jd in 
l'llU <'lni wu3 buri~d in ~ .. ~ t.!.t.ll.l.l'ohyu::cd o · tJle rweclioh ell rcll of 
St. G~brie1 1 e i n Berka 1j .-unty . 

·rheae lib:· ri -:s have conple tP. acl~Hp ·oo oks of the Wi s :.ahi c~. on 
ill atoriwe , as p::int~d i 11 the f)uburl.mn p1•ass: Histo.•i •J: 1 

society of ennoylvania; 13t!l 01 u I.ocus'lj str ~<:!to ; 'l't.e 1 011tgoL1.::!l7 
County His tori ::ul :::oc ~ 4, : orrioto\•11 , Ja .; 'I'lle Ger}.tcnrto\ n 
}iioto.rici:il ociety, GeniU'I7.ovn; Th~ Li "o:r :..·yo~ tLP. St· te cup:t..f;ol 
of en syl'!ania , at Earri sourg ; Tl.e rr _e ~Brary of Pilil. a.::!ll) ia, 
&t ldth stre .b a Jd ... he r nkl~ park\ uy;7;1J .. e \,lllim .• st~~phens ' 
Libr TJ , c ·undyunk• 



• 

oris t i 11 ~() . ...,s : \ lli . :i nnP.r--:)Uni el . ."or:::-1 s--Jo aeph 
net\ ~il~r . 

built b~i'or~ 1?31 1 on t: e ·is al ickon creek n~aT 
~nt south,,.est '!or 1 31" of utl ;l' ik~ · n . o ris roHd , 

Al.bl r, i upp r ubli ... o\ s:1ip . 
illi :rm r built tL • . ·11 o nich· r... tract in 
pre ~:nt tal ship oif tpain , pp J. u"olin an ... li :.~.!Hirsh . 

deP.d o 1698 s t t~o ·1 .,t :. .. e ··usqueh nn o u p sa8d t. ro uc;'h 
ul onl h· VP. been an Indian tr il , · s 

-c ~- .. 1 t f:.l. me . 
a e · "tlle l'o d. to ··o ;:;.~,. ·· lea u , 

eo ve been p 1' t o · t.. pr . ent _ tl lehe1r1 /ike • 
.. ho t .. · ct. ' a mn'l "d "'hi tp in ' s cree eland.·• anu i ~1 ud.~ J the 

is li•:: o 1 Rose V 11~:1 P.un a:nd ine \Un , J~ia...~.t nills, (:~oo . 
3? to 4 3) were 1 t ~r er-3 ct .. .:or'=! . All e l'l./ .1ap::; unri d. ,ds 
b,..fo e 1'7JO nura s t~.e-:i s a'i(~ko11 , 11 llit ... o·lin Cl~~ek 11 , ufte:cr.ich­
£ rcl \!hi t pain , t L f ... i ~nd of .. i lliH 11 enn , 

·hit ai:n ' ... gre· t house 1 on ro11 t 3tref~t, belo 1 ' lnu .. in 
>lil u.el:pd:t , ln~n .. ion d i a l~tter \:ritte 1 11 l;J'l ·Jy ·:illiulrl 

pen1 to Rob'3rt •· ..... rner 1mo oi.n J, Ll!rli:H~h purk (no'\:> r.; of th~ 
21 t · <:trd) is as -ol.Lo> a : 11 2UAin ~ i .. o co s i .. ~ration r.hP. ._.rP.at 
expe o~ of ic1 l'd · .li tpai tv ... ae dv nc .. l~nt of ~he )rovi -

ence u the all~re ta.K _t _ here (England) on all ocusaiolla for 
it honour , I c n d.o no l~sa tn n recon end to you f~..~1· publ1 c 
aervice(meeti ~a of the pen1oJlvania As e.1bly) hi:3 gl~ea~ houae 
i '1il delp~•i , wbic.l oei 1t; tou vi 'o:- llia privjt~ use , \ ould 
provi e Jou. a conven::.~nce a ove \1 ... t ny co.-t a~ afford.o . 11 

In 1?14 John .ni ~pain convoyed to illim1 }Vtrmer 20:~ acr~a 
10 tly in upp 'r :Jublil- but rtly in Ylhi e~11 roll .o,mships . nur-
'l.:or di ,d i l? 31 H 1d 'befo. e t.1 t d. J e he -• ve gr eat 1,.. i..1proved 
the 100 a cr~s of ~ tJ1e a·oo 'l' ... t r c!t uy erec t.ing a c..\, elling, 
'' t r-po er-;J corn .. ill , or 71:1 t .nill , 1olti I:till , fulli g 
znilJ . 'lillponds. 'llill clr.1s , etc . ,'ithull of th.se i_prov~-
1 t!'3 it is onl r~ sO'.n 'ole ";o suvoo se t"1· :. 1t le s t one of 
t o t.l.roe 1i lls \ built lo VJg before 1? 31 . 

In 1?:33 his executors bYld t.:u t.:.e!J oold the 10) <:teres and 
illo for 4t)0 punds t.::!.cling, to~ orri!3 o:::-r i o , of Aoi ngton 
o\mehip. I :l 1734 or rio a:L.oo :')ur~h·ised fl'ol the l{ana"'r I'!Gt tP. 

308 a cren of lunu adj o i n i n , , i 1 ~h'1 pl n t t1 on nara .d. 11\'lhi ;;paint o 
ere .cklund" , now t ~ tow mlli of Gil. t nu1 -. 

t,e believe tr e flllli·1g mill miihtioned ubov ' s t11'1 1-:ill 
(l • 41) t1· tin l?ti9 ~o 1?83 "dOG o l'l"'d by Art1 ur •rojde , Jl1 one 
o-4" t. e ot'L~r ruills may h ve .JP.en thl'! . io"' ~ill c·o . 39) . In 
173,. orris sold ~ qu-trt_r in ~ '3 t i t ~ • 8 n<'!r .a < nr. 1..1lls 
to Jol n ~ell\dn . 

I 1?4 h-e. ak"?!l ~~ronl ift o-ro e - 1 lf t1e d .. 1~ to his 
e1u. 011 , · auel ·o-~ris , \lho o\.n~a 1 1 o . 32 1 ·.1t S..kip_ cc d. 
et .~.le 1e.:1 ilceo , in 1i ... e r rsh , ana one-qun:tl!u~r of the ... ills nd 

1· l o a yuu ger so 1 , Daniel •orris . 
I 1l.S a peti ~.ion 1e r r· nt ~ by i; .e l.: 1.4r~ to lay 

out ro u ~.:o .ra l"'' e :. t C l e.nuns gl.~L. t tr..i 11 :to s 1..:-ord '.:.'o\ol1B;U p , 
to 1 uel ~·or-·is ' mill ~No . 33) in "pp r u.:>lin . 

umuel ~ ~old his half i 1 ee t t- for 1000 poun s s "erli u 
"o hi r or.) t.1er D niel , ana Jo.1. n :u~ll\ in lao uf 1n8 quc1r cer in­
ter .s t so • t 1at upon ::ani el' s de a~ • in 1'7 5b , he own~d ;.le 

e tire 40~ · cr~s nil t .• e ni lls . 
navid ' s (Dani~l ' s) uici.)W Tacy , . nd "orot.he:c ')<111U'3l , <;iX'F.! i n-

at i.lCt•u. to uio.:>nose of tl~ ~?qt'lte nd 1 l'lo'J , 84 ~'.acres in tlle 
tl .. l'ee tuw ships , \,i~t -"rist 1 ill (Ho · .:>d) \,us col~ on a llo:·tgu~e 
to o.. stevens ; u:nd 82,- a cr~s 1 1 pp 'r uolin nd tSruH .. i 11 
(. 0 • 39) we.:.! ..,ol .. o · ir Jl~ "li mn . 'Ul.e ~ulli 11ill (No . ·~1) we 



\ i 11 di cu a 1 t .cr , 'J'f 
I 17'71 Jo.m tevens sol :aill ol l. J .till ";o 

Zo -P·· o .. ri , e- a ason of ·orris .rr. , of '.s.ll.l d ~lp .. ll. • 
(Antony o .. ·is , J .• :. , a 11il d~lptht ·ore\;.r , i 1'/:!5 ol.ned tt 
r i o t mi 11 i , o e 1· 1 u 1'0 . snip , ) 

Jcmea •o-'l'io (1?5~1'79'-~ tne son o~ Jo..,eph o l'is , lilv~u i t.,. 
old d '3lli _, n ar tLe ~:ci ., lill . ~re ... "i'i ~d. , u ~ ~he Gwyn'3dd 
: ~e:Oi o..3 10 ~l mo 1t.r.1 , lBt , 1?'72, }1!li2::1beth, t e •.hug..:ltt9r of Abl'ahma 
Dawes , Jr ., wl~o c.Hm~d tn~ ~:~djoinint:. pl· n'Co tion, un \ esfield 11 , wht:?re 

en?r'11 , aa11il1 ton ~1.ad .lis nettuqu :ct"3rG i c eto·oer 1'7?'1 • 
• n in .. erati n" story i told of the first ueetint; of Jumes 

orris nJ. lliv f~Atl.Le \ife . 
lil t :.·.:dil lo g tl ~. 0 rris roud J .1e3 :o .. ris \•cHJ 

1a .~.y co.ting fro 1 t o osi .. e di ... e tion on hors "uar:k , \,ho 
Vii t prevent ·.er 1orse :cu...:·n1 ~:tround to 00 in tJ e 

s 1J,am~:J : orriG. ·3luBhinu1.f sl e a olo~ zed fo ... • tlle conduct 
lorse, d ft""r ~x ld:ni "'":.hut it w .. s its h o i~ to ,o 

t. "! •• -=- • •Y a y ot .:.~ .aorae it :.iyJ.t m.et , hf! · c.c~d hi. to 
oblig~ -1~r b.r escortir her H3 fH:C s her 'f t!J.~"r'a laense . 1~te 
youn T !tl:ln ·1 dly n ... gttll1t1tly c) • li. 1 wi tJ er request n t.1e 
ucqu in~ nr~~'" \.i "h --iss nawe , t ltlS cc::. entl. form •d , ripen i 'l~u 

fri~:nds ip 'hici.l ;;;peedil.l r~s ... lt~d i 1 t1 ~ir · rri· ge i 1'772 . 11 

,he coupl~ live 1 i ion un ~il 1'7~5 or ?t3, w!1en :Olley 
re .ov .d to :oa esfi~ld. J :1eo orrio ' · i o lieutano1l:. i, the 

enn y1va i.l egir~ent i 1??,./; c ptain of onteoil ry county Li1.;ht 
norse i 1?82; oresit.ent Judge of t:1~ L.ou:r:t in l'lo5; <.m. a 

rigHdier ,en.or 1 of t ili ti-di n 1'793. 
In 1'7? o Jose )h ' orl is so 1 ~o Jo ;.,-e..,;n :Jet' ei l~.?l' for 2000 

poundu terline t.~1e 8· .. ~} ucr~s , d\ ellln~ , \~tJ, r po .r < .. oor 1 or 
gri3t .ill , · nd 1.1ill p1· lllt .tion , etc. 

s· u<=>l ~ o ... is a.ied i 17?:3 an .. in hi will 1 ft a bequ~st mu 
h 1"' o 1 to e ... tH 11 Jl a school near .. i mill(lo . 32) Ht 

kip ... ck ~t lelle.:l iKe • f t.1:: ~=-u .. ~es · ppoint~d to 
•• :n "'e tll ol , t ...... ·ee we e o ner of 1 llls: 1 enry Gc1:Le ~z; 
.raco·o .... e osep_l Lu.<ens , 

r f~:t _ily o\.n t e c;ri o t Jlll.ll for sever.~l gener-
It e .... olis '3d i 188'7, ·out t .. e f ily :o:-.si~~d in the 

t 'id until qui ;#e rec~ntly, 



.H.:J\: 
'iO~i ;.A.D SC1 . ~ •"lZ 
F 1 •T:c:.r .. lc HALT, 
n \~ ~I\TE ·' GR · . .:: 

''OULD 

in-::. June 2nd 19 3 \le iLve told otori.s , i 1 "'he ru"ourbun 
r~· , of !:h~ 38 .1ills i ~~· . i liCAO valley , · nd ~l.io 

\l4'>ek • ~ su ~at th·1 ~ P. s t t~ n~ fonl<l tio _•egvrding t e 
ni 11 L e dy d~scri bod. 

1 ~11 ·To . 33 , poev Ho . 10 Aleric Leeion , at c-andy :.un 
on -ethlP.hem "~"'ike , !"o:-t · · ... llin · ... on. 

ra . Ada t;. ~-m _el , the cl u ~ ... r of Albert l;Ol rud. , .. 1..u 
o •. J t1.e C:l -....r i -,du~ ry uri .. e: •·'..u.e lo _r ator,y of "''-"'! iill 
b rd- d o C'an y un '· s m.·!re t- .. ey e" rted :..1'.! a~aurs und 
bitta , ~utting t~B de"'iced lenuths fro lo ·~ 'b<Jrs of :::teel , 
h.:.ntin them T<i!d -lOt at 'tle forgt!, then fla~te11ing tilem und·~r 
the tilt h<m.":l•.H(a lar~e ha.ru:Pr ,.o:cked w.t .. h a lever) then they 
\ere aeJ,t upGtairs ':.o be polit-1hed Jill .;o'O Und out 011 th~ e1.1ery 
\lheel . '.i'he lurge \ oo en WH ter wheel w,A on t . .1e o > osi te :3ide 
of tr1c picture of J:.1:::- .nill I am enclosing. I re1.1~r.1b~:c tihe 
,,heel w 13 discard-ed. lon~ U"60 , na en~\ tur'bine wace.c wll~el 
in t lled i pl ~.;o-r t_.~.e old one . At t~'lP. ti~e of t.he 
Cen te ni 1 ~x:po si ~ion i n P.l.dl del >),iC1 , ~ 1e fir 1. of A· :.md I . 
Conr· d h d a displ y of j; .ei: au'"'...r 1J bi ... tG c ... e::e . r;. e 

ec ii!ed fi. ~:prize , a oli 1e 1.• 

ills oa . 1, 2 , 3 und ~. 

Aa i s J i 11 o. 2 and S&i mi 11 * o . 3 bui 1 t be ti ee•1 16U6 
ct d 1 ~ , t:e olu.est of ~he fif~y mills i .i auniclron 
Valley , J .. ·1e old nobosol d\.t?llin , on id e ave1me just 
belo\ t .. ~ grist mill , tu-. ~ou J tiona of wniJl V:!re built as 

a •1 Y 1G8 , a y info!' n 1tio1 relating to 't.1e·n i G of i nt"!reat. 
uri t e '1evolu tio11 -o :m van uern o\ n·~d .. : e four .1i 11 s. i·e 

\l u lflr e lA,.., Gp"'t::<Alatvl· i 'lvxbo.r l .1 h · nd :; 3 ""all2 of 
Sch ylki 11 . In 1'785 h~ ·o;c nn'i! 1nenta.Lly de-.'f 11ged · nd his rnilla Ji 

nd J nA \,-3:c~ sold·+:, a Sl~rifi' ' n s .le in .4?U9 to 2.''~ .. er nnd 
.Ton~ th:n1 1'\o )-:!Son . 

V ndtwe•l ex)irF.:rd i 1?88 a:nd hie will , duted 1?85 , J.- ~n"';iona 
3obooon · nd garden . 1 e g ve to lli• Hife , !JUGGH n.ll, 
u- of .... e b s~ p ·lor ·m1 ell. 1b r H·nore , L~r cl1.oi~e of 
i ture , i clu .i g 11 all .ny . ..Jl te .JJ11..t toe 1 urn, one good 

i 1 horse c ~aise, t e '.l'f.l .r half p rt of .. he flo .er 
g r·".!n , l,a .... P r t i.s.tlf p rt of t.L. kitchPn g ru-:n, or 

n over t H? ' ay ; "t1.e pl n t tio1 v • .~. ... ~i ! no\, live and th. 
reo 1 er~c te1l; m!,l en is~ horae nd t 1e C.11 i se house." 

to!'y .en .. ioned 1H n old i ble ,,i th n ed1~\.ork 

e 1 ... ix cL.ildren , t.L".! YOUI1g~at, Tt:~~Y , 'b..!Calrlt;! t~~~ \,ife 
of ~ho 1 s S i th . 

LH t '· eek i :n quo ti lf:> fro ... ally i a tar ' a Journal , under tlte 
J t".! of JUne 2nd 1'1?8, \1~ not ~.. t11H t ~,;up tain i)andridg~ , w .o was 

t yi t t:1".! "r.'oulk".! ill, s~ t.;u he'' s ~ou .. ":.int~ Tacy vannuren 
u nd t l':l t t .ey to *oe u1a!'r i d oon . 

The ... ch.~~' tz 'G' • il.f o"' "op-:r · ak~rs: l.illa .lo3. 28, 3~ ·.md 3o. 
enja 1in Fr mclin gives fin·tnf!ial aid to c.;onr Hi Sch~e tz • 

.. enr. GGhoee~z wno ownr:?:i t .• e t\ u pa '3X' mill. on Gunu.y nun was 
a brother () f t,;Ol1T ol cocheetz W11ll en ned t\ 0 p· :per lOlllB Ol1 •;ill 
cr~ek , -,o or "erion Towna .. llJ . "i'h. U".!re the son , or gl'andsons of 
ohn JU COb ,...C.1.r.!JtZ ( rb}lee t3) • 



• 

In eurly ColonL.1l tiHl~s t i 0 .... r ut c r~~i ~y of jngli.-:h nnd 
Dutch p p r i .Alaeri ea indwJ~d t:ae pri 1tero 'to n s sis t ~1e 
pa r c.or i er~ctine; t ~i-:.· mills ·.n t1e.f ntr".!ed ~o purcll1se 
t eir .rodu~Jts . 

illian r dford , t~~e "'irst ".Jri ter in phil delphia , o·rn~d 
n qu:..~rter in:erest in· illi 1 i Jtenhouse's first p per .!lill , 
( 1690) and h~ was t.-t:? lArg~st consUl er of their pap~r. 

Christopher sauPr 'So\.er) sr ., tile 1ot~ ennantown )rin":.er , 
never o· n d o paper mill , ·out i 17'/2 his son , uhristopller Jr ., 
built p~per mill on Falls creex, ne~r 4100 Ridge av~nu~ , at 
thP alls of schuylkill . (No:.e : Haen~r ~ill ,etrtiele in las~ 
'~ek' s issu~ of ':'he subu:-ban rrese . ) 

sower ' tLH! -:ld~-~ . \V lS OYle of t.le v~aderG of t.he DU11ker faith 
Hnd purch .sed .. ost of his paper fro1 .. t ... e .. ~phl'• ta _riJ ;.1er.wod, 
in l.<1nCUOt"':!' CoUnt.y. '.i.'.tle p>:aper UBe1i in prinGil ~ .1i 5 lf/43 .J:3iOle, 
( t~ e ...,i rst .. ""'i,., t d i n .Amel'i c i) shu\ o th\, \'vu te!'raar a of tue 
El"Jhr ta mill~ . Russell L . !)aVil.3 , 0 ~he "l'r( nklin Ins~i I l";e , 
info rme Jle t.le.f mv.e one of tile sower .Biol·~s , pri n':.~d in 
Ger~n<Jntown , i n 1'7·13 ; aleo ~ ~ibl1~ printed in l~phrHta . T:1ey 
ulso exhioit an origin<11 printin~ press U...JOl1 w.1ich tlle Eplu·ata 
iole ,,a:J print_d. 

conrad Sch~e tz , i n 1 ?48 pur cl1H s~d a fullil1B rai 11 ~n1.1 100 acres 
of lund on :ill cre~k, Lo\ ~.c Herion(lut~ the :::x>ve ape:r. ill; fl·om 

u iTi<i Davi:J, and .1e:..·~ ~ree ~ed a pap or ra.ill . ':o finan"Jt:? the erec~tion 
nd purr.:hdse of rn:1 t:rials , he borro· eci , i n l'/49 . fron illiurn. 
llen, 100 pound ~terling . 

on }!'ebruary '7th 1752 , to incr;e<:tse HiS productiOl) of p.:~Tier, he 
He;etin bo.rowed fro. enj.a :i"l ""re:m..t.din and D viu. }la.~.: , J)!'int.~rs , 
uno h.r 103 poun s ~erlin ,. The property ~1en contained 100 ucr.a , 
a pap r J.i 11 nd o t. er i nprover en ts. •.rhe deed s t ted tun:. tue pa er 
ill h d 1 tely been er~ct t i n upp r uerion. 

'l'he p ri nti n6 firm t:?Vi .. -en tly inves ':. -d tue I .. on':!y in t_~;; P• per 
nill to obtain paper . Fr .t<lin .: 1 All purcb·. ed pap-=r from the 
Sclleetz ill , tle folloHinG year , BB d>n July 23rd 1?53 , ·;oranlcli n 
\lrote to l .. io son , · .. o . MOSton: 11 I hope tl1'3 vO • ~~am pupe:r, 
l~-:1\ size· o . 2, w!1ich I order":!.i "llutz ( "o 1rad che~~ZJ to Il'ike 
for: r . noll"=! mk, h.:re, is cone do\.n f:t'o. the mill be,~ore 1-.lis 
time . c::!""nd it p ~r f irst vessel ... o t.1 t g"!ntlernHn . 11 

I<'ronklin l. Hall, for t!1" times, were l9r,"e book pui.1lish·~l':3 , 
a:nJ. in t' ~ l'760 1 s th~J :rec~ived t:Ue r}ont ·act for printing t~.d~ 
t.:oloni31 puper curr~n~Jy . ·.: . .is Wu!3 pri t'3d 01 Jbap~r r;ontdi ing 
mica or i!3ing a ... s , to p:i·ev~n"; councerfei ~ing. :;.~rtidi ~iOYl stHtes 
t. ~t t e pa..;;~r u ed was Hl ue in the co:nr Jd sch.etz p "~el' mill , <.uud 
tne above f ! to uould s~<: co nrov ~ t.Jle at tenen ~. Conr· ... d. l~e .. lee tz 
eX il'ed in 1'7'71 , [ nd there iS no record of t. :l loan _.aVl o 0 en 
p i . 

~r nklin ,,rote fro ... ]london, october '/th 1772: "I an su.·pri.,ed 
t.u.Ht Scheetz has paid no~~ ing of \nat I furnished uhen .cere. I 
am afraid I do no:. gro'<. \7iser as I grow o lder. 11 

on JanuarJ 20t.~1 l'i'/3 , Ri·~;~!:trd nc.che , rrnn.c.:l in 1 s a"~ rney, 
Hro te to hi , "Fe· r \rill nave to sue schee t.z es ta 'te for tlle 
at'lount of 1 y not-e" . 

Tiitte h ..tse naper .ill (No . '/) on apr. il: .. Run , P.ox1Juroll(Jll. 
oppoai te t11-e d\.~lli .> ........ ere ])av:id Ri tenllouse \71:H3 bol':tl in 
1'732, on l i ncoln Drive jusc \v~t3t of i s anicKon avenue . 

'1h"'re is to ..... ay on exhi )i~ion l. t.1-e rm1ldil Instit.u·iie , ~t 
~Oth street and ..:'11'3 p11rk1•flY , a 1· >rodu·~tio o · this p<.per ltlill , 
PHp.or ;'ill ~un , aur>:r-oundin~ tr;~a , lflill ruce , etc . A mor..or in: i e 
th~ mill ... 'onel t11e overs tO~ water \ 11 ~el. his re1. .. a rka IJle 
and artistiC!:, ren.:odueti~Jn h~s just b. 1 1!ompleted by 11. C. 
• a. unea , of Ro xoo~ 0U.:Y~1, \.ho 1 •• t y~ar E 1 o bu~ 1 t a model of the 



Tho11 e Livezey colo ial d' -e ling on ;:: .. tle ·is a .ickon , ~djoining r7 
·i 11 . 0 • 1 a 0 

on the ar.~ floor at th. 'Frc:mklir1 Institute tl,~!'~ is a minia­
ture FoUl'd!'iJLr p p~r rnanu~act 1ri ·~ .aaclline . one em' s~~ the 
:pa:par ilea.ng r1ad~ ; passing fro .. pulp to fi ni sh~d. produ0 t ; '!!he 
~tt'!ndi:lnt vnll pr~sent ~ ... e sp~~t.a~o:r with a am.ple of tl.e 
paper t1.1.· t is mH<ie. 

offi0i )ls of ~he rnsti t..tte also -eX:ni"oi t oowe orlbirwl l<i tten­
houae )ap-er , uhowirtg t ... 1e clov-erlth1r watt?.ruwr.K , rn<~oi" i n 1?29; 
vlso s tple (' t ~ ;olombal pap'!r 1non'!y pri 1t <1 by r3enj.a.1in 
... ,r nklin in 1759, sho .ing nica mixed wmrou_f1out t.l~" pap€r . Thi:3 
pa ~r . it i"' 3id , ~; s Jade in t.:onrnd sch~"etz' will . 

; ill ~ o . 21 . John Barge's: sprue~ , ill paper ·ill : tutel' 
1ragarg~' a upper l!lill , at Tl ornus .ill Road , 

w •• .:::re ~h€ wooden- co"'rer~cl brid ~:! st::.ll stand • 

John 3arge died i·() 1?55 ~nd \Ws ·ouried in the 0uurc. yard of 
st .. 'llo.Jt o' C'turch , at .Bethl eltel'l Pik8 !:i.()d uhu.L'ch ·~oud . 'rniu io 
the in cri 1tion on llia to.iJ : 

"Life is ~ C1lea ~ , 
-.nd al u.ro ho s it , 

I tLou ;h"; so once, 
And no,, I kno\ it. 1 '' 

Dr . ~try •. H . -Io gn, of A.mbl~r. rLteu m~: IIJ: have lL<1rly 
'fi·1i hed t..t1e history of t.e nine .. ills \hioh once eJO.sted in 
the pr s )1t lac li ty of t.1e .!jOl'ou~l1 of i\lJ.bl.r . ~~.o were on t .H~ 
boundar, line . 011>3 of th~.o. 'us conv~rted into a sillc mill , a 
history of w.r.ich I hnv~ . \/hen I com..?let~ the \ork I will b~ ~Slctd 
to bive it to you. u 

TJ.1ere \lere so r..cmy mille on t .. ~ ,..,issahickol cre~K 11 this 
part of Upper Dublin due to t 1e gr':!a ~ nwnber of s:>rings furnishing 
large volwn~s of water ~h ... t it is difficult to tell t.1e ex«ct 
location 0 each. r:e hope the toctor's history \,ill provide the 
deoi1-d infor ation . 

Gorgas ills • os . 12 ana. 13 . on ':th~ Wia aJli ~kon at Gorgau lHne . 

, e h· vo jur~t ~ee•1 two mort,"'e:tges th: t ~"J;ve us a b~tt~r ide·t dO 
to vu~n thes~ unills ·ere erec~';ed. A John Gorg 10 deed , of 1'15.; , 
m€ntions a fulling mi 11 1n• an oyl rn.ill . A mortg·:ig'! of 1'15·~ 

::."ecor s a fullint, mill oyl 1nill and a sri t mill , so .. hat the 
grist 1aill (!·o . 12j W-':ls built in that year . 

·ext w~e.K ._,e hop~ :io continu~ ou.:c si;ori-e of t. e \7ia i.ihickon 
Vall~y llli lls . 



Grist an 5\l\t. ill ·:o . 39 . . To.m ,io3e sr--.Tacob ·~eif:f . 

~'hio mill , rebuilt in 1843, is still standing ·au!:; i11~o not b~~ll 
run ing for y years . ! t is on utl .r ,.,ik~ , in .~bler , Upp~· 
Duoli n :rownsllip , '!l~re th~ P.ose vall;:y Run en t~ro the '7i s cllli cKon. 
On tne ~t.ljoi 1i ng 'farJa uf Jam~s orris, one mile wes1· of ";he .!:ill 
bet'. ~en t.B Ski~JlHiGl~ rmd ·.orris roads , is still a tundi n~ ••naw~s-
fi eld" , the h'3adqu:~r tera of General \~·a shin,;t on in oc tiber of 1'7'1'1/ 

TlL mill wa op~ ... ·ated by the WH tera of C.ie Ro oe V<tll•~y Run , a • 
nu:'!'lber of opri ngs on tne run for.Jling a large pond tna t l. s now used 
bJ Keasby t 1 attison , De r ,::.v~ir as·o<.!stos works . • 

:n a Jm~p of 1852 the ro.ld ~o ~J.1e mill is C<1llet.l "Clover !!.ill 
Ro<:~d 11 • 

Th"J sp:r.:ngs g~ve t.ais r .... n a continuous large flou of wat~r , 
many o t 1e old deeds ma cing .e tion of the e:pringc on -; e ftirao . 
T"ne best kno\7n sprin~ in ontgo.aer·y County ,,as the "Gl•-eat 
13Ubol:Ln;) <;pring 11 , also numel. "Gr .. at Founr;ain" or ~~~ill s.ring" , at 
Spring • i 11 , pu. , in 1./:hi t ?r.1arsh '.l.'ovmship , near the scl,~,uylki 11 
riv~r . Th~ grist mi l l ~r~c ~~d 1. Dre i n 1?1 5 'by vWi i y;illi ro <211d 
owned 1)y Jos~ph paul and . .-~o.1JS Livezey during th~ Revolution , 
Wcu? of ap~cial v ll ue , s t:'1e \a ter f:!:'om t:'le spring nBv~r froze . 

ub"oling Spring , on ac~ount of its volu:1~ 'Hld 11urity, was of 
conGid~r·1 1le coHllnerci·ll value . Willimn. c . Hmnlton l~ter pur­
~hf:l oed t'le spring "lid carri ::!d th~ wa t.er tJn•ough an eight inch 
underground pipe to the p ... es~;mt 1 Olcil';on Pt .. per J ills , at 1:iquon 
sta~io n (on the Rea Jing Linen) a di st J1ce of t\vo mi l es . 

Thi a AXtre ne end of Upp~ .~ :;)u"oli 'r1 ~ wnallip (on uhi ell ··ill :i~o . 
39 stood , and which is being deocribed i n t.his a:r·ti~le) mw pur­
chc. s.ted from Ui llium Penn by '.11 lliam and (~eorge Harm-er before 1688. 

~he grist, and sa'.-; mills v;ere buil::. before 1?68 , as in the~t 
y~ar Le\lis }fynear sold the yrop-rty to 7 eorge Hocker , and ti ... e 
deed reads : "me suage , grist mill , s:m !~ill , nnd planta t.i on , all 
buildir)gs , i nproYements , houltin;. l!'lillo , 1aill pond , raill damn , 
be:tnks , races , a creams of viH t-ar <md SlJri ngs , 82} ucr~s i n Upper 
Duoli n nd \.hi tpai n '!'own ships , co.:-n er of Gwyneclu und Whi tpain 
to-.·mshi ps , crossing cr eJ:: .as t end o -~· ·ori a.ge by fulli n(S mill lane. 11 

ur~~l l:~t~, 1?74 George ;rock<=>r sold tld jiJov. mille ;.u-ad acrenge 
for l?bt) :pounus s-.erling to John Wi se sr ., of noxborou,_,;;h , a millP.r . 
'_hi& ' . ~he sa 1e Jol.l" \iise jr. , who in 1?96 p ur cllHseu the Gorgas 
grist t!li.ll (3o . 12) • John 'ii se add..d ~o hi3 land by sllQ .. tly 
pw:~h sing 98 a ere a l. Gwyn~dd , adjoining his other prop~rty. 

Joen .ise .r ., wus a priv1te in t..ie'..l:;emm;; \7illiam De•m ' s 
l}hi l dclp.lia r~or1pany of militia , re~ruitec.l from U p~r Dublin 
?ownship in 1??? . 

·;i t:lin a .Jile nu. ond half fru:l ~n~ · i se 111ill '!:;l.erP. were at 
least ei ·.t otner Jaills in ~he ~arly days . TLere IIltlS't have ileen 
a mauch larger flow of \'mter thAn there is Coa.ay. \,e hrwe not 
as yet be-=n ·:~b ; '9 ~;o truce the ~i cl~s of t.1ese mille . 

Let us nake the sign of the IJn.in c:coss , pointed north and 
south , wi":.l ~he \,is~ ,ill as ~h~ ~entre , in ti ... e so.1th\01eat 
conl r of upp r nuolin townsllip. The :::'i ;h"' U1'ln ia nose valley 
-tun , on 'vhi~i.l VIa"' -::1'3 'VHna grist mill , on .. lj~t lehei~ p i ke . The 
i soahickon makes t.1e no th ,nd eou'th arma . on tHe south arm 

was crist .il J o 38 , givt:!n ~o ,Tum~8 ·.orris i n 1?71 , a11d ·o'3low 
this the Jose )}1 Luk~na ill { li'o . :s?} . CJne t.l•3 w~s t arm, on Pi ne 
Run , in hitpuin ·..:ownsllip , as gris .. !nil.J. .0 . "*0 , ouil~ 1n .1??? 
i'ro J .Lumber tak'3n fran th~ tr~eo ~.1·n. v.e ·e felled tJY tho A,!nerica n 
Army to build fortifil!U1jiOJ1S u:n log huts . on thP. ~ 61;rjn o:f the 
suppo ~i Cl"osa were Th011pson • s r!lill , r ath~r • s g::."int and suw mill 
und. , .. h.,.el~r ' s il.L nnd forge(' o . 4t3J . Arthur ljro·.l!~ • s full~ng 
mill aloo asjoined tL~ Wise .. ill prop-;rty , but \ ~ llliV~ no .. oeen 
CJbl~ to loc~te it prop ·rly as yet . 



""'h~re '2X'3 sev~l· 1 au'jhentic st-t t<:!u~l1 Js t·.a t. any of .. h~ tr ~ea ?'/ 
on t_le f rc.n i, tnis sect~on were cu~ do\.n for military pll!'post~l3, 
• r i t 1e .is~ 1d . tll'=r o· VI mil.ls 1a.us t have \:o:.:k d over tirae i n 
oct •)er of 1???. 

c,~n~r:Jl \1c ~.lin ;ton wro ... ~ 1'ro.m neadqqurtera on octjrbe r 30th, 
1 ??7 :" The long r ~ei den~t~ of the Array i n thi 3 quar t.:r i.l<ls proved 
v7>rJ <hs•tl}es!2i.1g to th~ inha "'oitunts , as forage must be drmm fror~ 
their su'bstance ." 

Be ttw.een tl1e north 'ind west ar:.,m of our izflat.Sina~y croos wus 
t~.e 350 etcre p l antation of JalAes ~!orri s , 1<-< .. er a Briuhuiel' General . 
Lere \~us the mansion 11 D<mesfield 11 , ·ouilt i n 1?36 , whi ch served 
~.u shi ng ton I:H3 hi a headqUdl· tera duri ng the rihi tpail"1 encampment 
from oc tvber 20th to 31st , 1 ??'7 . At the uour t ?.:nrshu l of Gen,~rul 
\,ayne 1 he \las ucqui tted \1i th .. L e .&.1ighea't honors) these generulu 
held tlJeir Court: ct 11 J):n;eafi eld": Ri s Excellency enern l wu shine­
ton , . ajor GenerJilS Sulliv"n , Gr~~ne . Step hens , Le !~arquis de 
Lu fayette , 3rigudi er Gen~rals raxv:~ll, Knox , \/nyne , Huhlenberg. 
com·:ny and .,..,ul.iloki. 

At letter, \Jrii~ten at tilia time, by Utjsllineton , was headed 
"October 25th , Ski ppack Ro d , 15th lailestoneu . '!! ia Has a1out 
one mile south of tr-e headqutlrters . 

on octo:Oer 30th , ( 1??7) the beadqu~rters and en;::a. pmen't 
removed f ~om :oawesfi e l d to Gepr ge }')a len 1 Jr' s . )aronial uall , 
on sandy Ru)'"l , south ai de of caup Hill , now the property of the 
Pell-V~n Renssselaer estat~. 

on thi(? date \luahington wrote two lett~rs ; the first hended : 
"Headquarters , James 1:o1'ri o , 12 mi l a fro .. phil· delphiH , Bki ppack 
roarl 11 • 'l'h~ e~cond letter was heaaeJ : " Headqv.art,~rs n"E!Hr \lhi te­
r.larsh , 1 5 miles from Philldelp:1ia•• . 

rext Y:eek , i n de criitiu~ Pill Ho 35 , 'that adjoined the 
hef.\dquar tera at camp } i 11, ' e wi 11 give un i 11uotr tion of the 
Er'llen Hall , showin.; Sundy: Run and the ro.i 11 r ace in front of the 
mansion. 

The \ti se 1a.ill recei v~d .l to water poHel~ fro .• a lo ng he a druce PI 
paceirlg be t11.een Rose Valley Run a11d :Butler road. 

In l?8S ~iae rebuilt the old ID7~lling on Bu~ler road , a 
do'..lble three- l3tory sto)'"l"' houoe , under the enveo the J)att?ston~ 
:teudir1g " J. c . w. 1?89 11 • on the oppoeit"3 ai d·~ of the roud u 
barn wos marked "J. C. H . l?g'7 '' . I n 1909 thel3e bui lui ngs were 
i n good condition hut ai'"!ne rceas"oy LuttiGon purchased the 
prop~rty ~ney have be-:n de 1oltsh~d. 

John t"ise Sr l PS ClC~Jidertl,{ ~ill~d i n his a o:xborcugh \716 a ­
hi cl'..o n Li 11 , (no . 12) i n 180..> . 

I n 180~ the mi 1 nd far.1 w B valUt!d nt 31?5 poundc , and 
wus :pu:cohaeed by John ' s second eo'l , Joseph. tLe oldel3 t. son , John , 
.Tr., pu:r·clwned th.; old Gorg s J~ill ('ro . 12) and i11 1ol2 bought t.lte 
P<-1ul 1~11 (Ho . 20) , that l ater n-:ctr!.'le th"' :o\.-3r HUB"lrge 1ni.ll . 

Joa-:ph ~·ioe (1?80-1818-f :married, in l~u::>, ~Tary Reiff, and in 
1813 he sold the r.u 11 t.o his bro -;h"E!r-in-1· '· , Jaf.;ob He iff , for 5000 
pounds . TL~ \i ow , ·ary, ma:rri~d. Joseph Luk~ns , of :U.ill Ho . 37 . 
Heiff re'ouilt t!""' Grist mill ao it is today; a l a rge four- ::.tory 
modern stone mill . A dat-:sto·.,~ under t.l<;! eaves rea"'s "Jttcob and 
An Hei ff , 184311 • • 

In 1?86 Jacob Reiff' pUl'Chased :~ill Jro 37 , \ .. lich he sold i n 1838 
to lioseph Lukens , hie bro :.her-in-law . 

It io ten yea:-s s ince we llav~ visited t.a~ old mill , and ot \d1B 

then oc~u!?iecl by Italian fmnilies. The 11lill r ace hud b-:en filled 
i n ond the o.-her buildinga and br1rne de!::.olished . It is now a p rt 
of .A.rnblP.r . 

In visi ting t~10s se,::tion today, whel'le i nevolationur. times 
at leal3t nin~ i duatrial plants furnished th:: three townships 



\,ith flour , corn meal , lur~o""r aJlll linen , or wollen dyed clotj1 
and yarn(ttlSO possibl y S\•Ordo fl'Ol. the fo.rg~ at !fill UO 46) 
one c · n hardly beli eve t11.at here . i n octo-ber of 17'/r/ , ten 
thoueand .A.Jneri can pa trio ts were encamped i n l og iluto , oarns , 
'nd far hou ~so: tne inhabi t·nts . 

JfJO 

Sill ce \,:Ci ~ ing -1:,:1e story of the ancient Ev~ns-· i!::..~el·~r -Ho r tter­
Htunbo\ er mill and fol'ge (:No . 46) i n '.l'he suburban Press on Janll<jry 
25tJl , 'e have come acroca an i nteresting udverti sem~nt on the 
Pennsylvania Ga ze~te of Janunry 28th 1?70 , ao follo\;s: 11 Snmuel 
\'heeler , cutl~r, ~t the Si gn of "tile s cythe , sickle unu Ba r I l'on , 
at bio shop i n 2nd street , a fe\; dual's above the C"nurch , opposi "e 
Lr . Willim'l v:r..i.t.-:-or::ud •s Tavern , lnHkea and lu"' for s&. l e for lihe 
ensuing ltarveat , a quantity o'f ~ood scythes , und s i ckles , likcni:.>e 
st-~1 ytirds , ac .le ·oear'ls , st"-l•H cth • .lpa , iron \.'Ork "foj.· wills of 
uny ki Yld , for 0Hrts wHgons and p loughs , iron axels , ano. bi l l 
b ooks for the \/est I ncii~s , spades hoes , axes , hatcnets , plane 
irorH3 , andirons , f i re shovels and t onga , a1n.i ths work fol" 
llo uoes , also raakes and gri nd J ra:z.ora , c l e·tna and repa i rs surgi 0ul 
i nstruments , etc . He under t'.<il<:es Ul\'/ .k:Lnd or i ron w~k that uny 
bu~;;ineGs requi res . H. B. Al1Y of the ubove arti c l es may he L.ad at 
. is house i r1 Church Al ley at the Sign o f the syot:he ami Si ckle . 11 

samu~l Wlleler di d not buy Hill No . 4G und set up 1uu forge 
there un t il 17?7 , bu~ peter and John T::..·oxell , Gerffi~m mill~rG , who 
o-v n~d the mills i 1706, and worked the I!lills for \.'heel~r ~f ~ r 
he pu.L·ch sed theJr. , more than likely pructi ~~d t:.he Y:ork of 
iron und forcemen . 



Gris~ !trill. No . 40. James Horrin, 1?'1'1; Adi:tm UerG~H~r, l'l9B ; 
Al b~r t 'iers tn ~r, l86B. 

This 1 ill u i ~ .. i~n· i1 'l'O\mshi·; , Oi1 uine Run tlu.1:. rie..,o 
a'ovu~ two md onr:) h 1 f !llll,s sou t ... w~s-:. of .AJL!.bl ,r. Tll~ :::-un flo' f3 

into the \ i l i ckon cr ee.K Jus '" o nosi .. e \.1 ere Ho oe v·J lley nun 
alao joins t Q larg~r creek, neur Butl~r avenue . 

~~e mill was on Gt mall nlot of 14~ acres o t e \hitem· r h 
n u)n~r ~ublin dividlng ll,e . 

,..,he li ~tl~ p reel of 1·~ 1ol \,a a :pnrt of th~ er~;..;j tr~c:. o:f 
4000 Clcres tl.La~ ,, illian penn gr nt~d to his friend , Richard iVl1it­
pain , of Lol')do~,. 

~hi tpni died i n London and his ~a t~te irl penneylvai1ia col1-
!'li sted of 11 tne Great :'an:don' , 61) x 5o feet , ne!-;lr ·t;he l:>nnk:; of 
the !)elu are:m and a parcel of 4000 acreo known as "\'11 i tpai cree~ 
Land', 100 acres in 11 Li be~· t.1 L· nd 11 , 2500 acres i n ches te:: county, 
and 500 acres not yet l a i d out . portions of tlle est· te \,ere 0\7ned 
by his son , ZachHria; grandson , John \'f.."li'J;pain; John Bl r:kHl , a 
linoen draper; and '';illia.'! Aubrey • .Both of the lnt ~.er ,,~1·e also of 
London . 

About l'l 16 the en :.ire ~ tt'i -;e , \li :.h the ex0 ~P :,io 1 of ~ne 
500 acrea t.rHct, wae sold ,~o neese ~homas, u \,elsh q,uHker , of 
·~erio:n, and Anthony r.:orJ.'is , Jr ., of Phi l delphia. •.rhe latter was 
the grand fa tl1.~r of JOseph : oJ.·ri 13 , '11lO O\,ned 111 3o . 38 . Reese 
Tno.u~s rlarrieu the dHug'lter of \.illiRil Aubrey, the executor for 
\7hi tpai n , sr . 

In 1725 Tllomn and orris sold :;o A·orah13YJ ])tmes , sr ., 350 acrt3a 
of the ·::ltitpain Cr~ek plantation . In 1??5 Abrallm~ :JaWea, Jr ., 
sold r: .. e liri:t ·t to J&l .. eG Lorr is(his brother-in-lr1w) , \/ho built 
.i 11 r o. 40 , in 1'7??. 

Cl• ~his plunt.atio n was :;)U\!eofield, ·r;ll.:o d· el.Lj.. g,tha-r. ,,as 
Geor~e \,asui1e;ton ' s headtUJrters i1 octo-L)el' of l'l?'l . 

Ti1e norria genealog,J' l·el tes ~r~ t :.h~ mill \,( • ;><1r~ly con-
a true ~ed fro.u '~ood take 1 fr-o 1 the ':.r~es t. 1t were cut down by "he 
AlUerican troops i n bui l di g forti fica -;ions <.md huts for tll~l.l" 
u se '' ~~n t l 0 Y ~ere en~ct lptad t .-ere i n 1???. 

J<:Lles :·orrio died in 1?96 , nd i · 1?~8 Elizabetl. , his \.iduw , 
and t1 ei::r daughter , nannah , sold to Adm(l \7erstner , t·or 1000 
poun s sterling, the Y:at~r-pU\Iel·~:.l g::ris t roill and 14~'7- acr-es of l und. 

T1 e d~~d .ilentions the griot mill , mill d1:.u.:J. , laill pond , and 
mill race ov~r loOO f~et long. 

Tlle ~"o'!'rio esta tie placed c .r'tain rdetrictions on the prup-:rty; 
t.u~ \tat~l' gute f1·on the nill r·1ce waG to be k~pt i '1 good order , 
:.1 nd any exceno o t· i'ta t':!r re ui~ed for ru i ng the 1.1ill was to be 
I·un over t11~ mea do\ s of t11e orr io pJ.'up .r ty; n ar:tall notch '·us 
cu~ i n a corners tone i n the weat e i iig ot· the Llill, and t:1e uater 
never allm.e~d to go abo'!. ~t11t point. 

Eit.her Adam werstne:·, or his fa~her~ h·d been a soldier in the 
Hessian Array <m<l after t"1e Revolutio"1 decided to re mi~ in :ihi t ­
pain ,nd ot retur to t ... 1e do uin of 1;. o Elector ·1 P- of ne ae . 

Adam • erutlJei' ·~vas H"!ll educ~:t t,..d; nn experi~nced uill • .:-; and 
pu:reh·1 a e.! a1;1verli l o t.1er }Jarcels of laml i n (}\vyneuu an ~t upper 
Dublin; a ser:ond gri st mill (Ho . 40- A) lJnd a '!.own house i n P.LlilH ­
d~lp ~ia , i n 1'7<J6 , at ~he southeast corn~r of ti~h ~:and vllerry otreets . 
He died in 18 31 and left t. .o gri at mill a ; one on 1'1 acr-es (} i 11 
ro . 4)- A) to hie <'!on , Joseph ; "ld ;:; e o~her (I ill No . 40) to hia 
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son , George , in trus':. for i i heir!l . At th~ ti 1e of hi::: ll~a~ll, 
Georg~ '\ms r~siding on t.i1e mill prop _rty and conu.uc!tin~ tL.e 
business . th~ son , Geo~oe ers~n-r, died in 186?, und the mill 
nnd 14·i acr~::J we !'e sold, in 1068, to Joseph Det\:ei 1~:=, of 
· i 11 ~o . 38 , and i n t..'le sa,:le yeal"' net.\lei le.c aold the r.il1 for 

?000 .. v Albe:.c t G. \7e~•sner , the so of Georse und t.1e grandson 
of Adam. 

This mill 'as de .. oli ehed i n 188?. 

(lrote : Las~ ,,~ek r. Jjarry Hep'burn s '• a v~ry 
i n ~er "'Sti n ~ wa ... ermar:J-c . on on~ sh~e sj was a w, .. a1e 
s outin" \Wter 111 on th_ ot ... -er H uai::. ri<:ler 
mo u nt-ed upon a horse l>llJ\ in~ his post horn . 
Tl.e nu.n~ of the paperruHker \as Andl. .. ew Rogge . 
'I'h~ 1~ ~~r Whs dated 1'/?6 and writ t.~n oy Rob-;rt 
orris.) 

/62.. 



·ills Nos . 41 , 42 i..ind 43. Hurmer• s Fulline 1 ill ; 
Harmer' f~ Grist ~ i 11 , 
Haage 1 s Drlst Uill . 

The .lore one Gtui:lies th~ hiet ry of the so - l) lleG. Whi tpain 
creekland , of Upp-:r Dublin and \nli tpui:1 T"ownshi a ~l:J.7ough 
\!hi ch the is ·ani ckon ~r'3".!k e:tnJ its branch a flow , it would 
upp~ar tba t a mill of some descrip tio11 !tlUst l1ave been erected 
on each bubb i ng spring in the lo li~y . 

\7e have yet ~o a ceo unt "t'o:c five !nore mi 11s in 'tlleB~ t\:o 
townshipo , owned by Conrad , Dresher , Thorilpson, ':'yso n and 
.··there . 

/I~ 

The fullino !11ill (Ho . 41) whi ~h we C:ll'e Hbou~ :o U.ezcri be , 
ia , ttfter t:.~e , itCi ~nt :...c-1 ttl1e\, :iolc.ate fullinc; mill (No . 10' , 
in Ro;·>:"oor·ough , (aoout 1700) tne ee~oml oluest , cleC:~niP 16 , ~a~rw 
c 11d presoing woolen yarn and clo tll 1.1ill in the \,i::J"'ahic .. con 
Vel ley. 

Thi s \lilliam narmo::r fulling mill wau on tl.Le c.:n.:1~ pur~c ; uf 
ln.:nd tJ:~at contain~d his otner t ....... 4 ee uills . (Nos . 30 , 39 and 42) 

John \tlli tp<~in , in 1? 14, soh luu acre a of land to \, i lliam 
Harmer . The l!:ttter died in 17J1 , 1nd t\•O y . ttra lut~r h·t s 
executor sold tq :_orris 1 ,orri r lOu a ere a in Upper Dublin , con­
taining a dw~lling , r.ater powared co:on l.i.ill , or grist. -~11 , 
olti11~ mill (flour) and fullin~ 1nill . These mills \;e:-e built 

by i unn r so .. e ~i..1~ bet·. en 1'"/1·~ and .uo d ez- tr. i n 1731. Befol~e 
1?56 D niel or.is , the son of= orris i orris , oun~d -;1.e 100 acre 
plHnt bien ana the mill of 1?31. 

In 1?59 Tacy , t .. e \.idou of ])anJ.el] orriB , sold to .Arthur 
Bradis (:S:Oo<ie) the fulling mill an .... •:t acren . 

The mill a, on Rose valley Run , wnich enters t:1e \;is ahickon 
n ar utler Fike , nd orris Ro ud , wl.Lere \,i oe' a J~i 11 (no . 39) 
a d orris 1 J.:ill ( Ho. 38) we:-e loca t ed. •.rhe folloHing year 
:nraii s plllc d a mo:-tgag.; for 100 pounds sterling upon his 
purchase , t.J~ deed sta ~i 1~ t .. t it r n to Gwynedu '.:.'o\.l1ship l i ne , 
adjointing th~ l ands o't' John rrwap <-ll1d Ed: und BUl'~::, m d .;..r...ut the 
race to che rai 11 was 300 r~~e t long. 

The fulline mill was tux~d as foll0 \.13 : (1'769 } Artl...ur :aroades , 
34 acres ; (1??4) 25 acres , (1783) ~4 eras . 

In 1?8'7 ~he ,t)resent 'on'tgorn:!ry c unty was separnted fro.:l 
p .. i l del.Jllia count.v , no a f t<ar ~hi a Ja te we r.1U:J t go to 1rorri:.; town 
to con uinue tL.e title search on li.t.le properties . 

After the tax list of 1783 we we rt! unable to find any fur.lt.1er 
r cord of t:1e fulling mill . 

Grict r ill 1\o . 42 wa c- also one o ~ the '..illia.ci:orr.lel~ Lll.ll3 , 
built before 1'131, o t.1e 100 ,a,::re plot of groun il Upper 
D~blin Townshi p . T-.. ~ mill was on Rose vu l ley R n , as was also 
ills 39 and 41 • In 1'755 it \as jointly ow11ed oy :;:>an:Uel . o~4ris 

, hio wife Tacy , dlhi ;ohn TrULlp , \lith \life , Anna . John Trl.4. p \7as 
a milbrieht of Upper D.blin , , :ne on of uenryLicl:wel T!"ump . 

John TrUJ p mar1 ied for a second time , before 1'/'13 , neoora:1, t he 
'ida\. of Jo ne:t"tllan paul. , \V. o ouned ~he puul Grist Lill ( ro . 22) 
at Bells • i i ll Road on t11e \iiG ... ahickon . T11:·ough he::- seco Hi raurri 1 e 
to JoseJ.l \;ollen , Jr . , she had r ceived a douer a h.tlf intereot 
i the ancient \1illiu1 Dewees 1:lill (t~o . 26 . ) 

In l'"/5G : ... or .. ·it;: and Trump each oold t.1eir half in t~:rer; .. s in 
ill No . 42 , . i t ... l 80 C!Cree of tl .. ~ hmd, to Lewis stmlert (ste\ Hl' t) 

a 111111 r of Upp .r nuiJli •. He i t_si v ~n un .t~r oeveral nuues on 
t e tax li >C~ f...o .. L 1?69 ~o 1733 n.a o'mir1. tll~ grist. l!lill <md 
8:) acr ~r . 

Lewi s~· nert dic<.l i. 1?94 ~md 1P. •lppoint<':d his son John , 
u c;nh ol t '1~r li vir'g i Ger..- ntown , executol' of hi s estu te . 



In 1?95 tlH! executor sold to Andr·w Gilkeson, un in 1keeper l&cf 
of Upper DUblin , the gri·t mill una 8) ucreo <for 2860 uoUIH .. s 

tei·ling . AndrP\l Gilk~ Gon h 1(i a uuugh:.er , Edi th , Wl'lo mar:::-ied 
Jacob \Jise , eon of John \lise , who O\vned 'ill l!u. 39 . 

Gilkeson 's inn \1as a~ Gilk~con's corner , \:Lere u "oralich of 
Rose Valley Run c::-o~ses l.!e iihl~hem Pike , i n k .'blel·. 

Andre\1 Gilke::-on di ~d i n 181"± , but J.lio \iill .. uk3s no 111entio n 
of c.1e gri t I!li 11 . 

Haage 1 e GriGt ill lio . ~3 . 
on a .nap of 1852 t1.is ~ill \.as loc t.d on Rose Vall-:y Run , 

wh _re th~ mai:n ru pass eo ethlehem ike, over a h lf mile 
bove t .e Gilkeson -.ill , :hn Upper Duvli •ro,.nship . 

I ·l 1815 J ange purd1· ed fro •. Louis Bj'ook ~i 0ht acres o:f 
land on ~he ea"'t sidt; of :·o ... 'tb W les Rot1d , and ~'le \'met side of 
the run . Here he ·ouilt a grist 1 ill . He \~as of th•.= 1 U<lge fn. ily 

\ 1.1.0 O\ n .d tL _ paper :! l.i lls i 11 \1111 tel l:n·~~ll :~:nct Louer Lerio:n 
o\vnohipc . 

George Hasge (nu~) di·~d i n •l824 . I::.'l 1!3·~6 t.1e nill \.as eold 
to Justus \! . Acuff , wllo r-;-sold i t t\ .o y~;;;n r o 1·1 ~er ~o Jncob G. 
Evnns for ~6200 . 



hills :ro . 44 , 4 - A and '13. ·rhr~e Grist ulld two Oa\7 mille 
i n Whitp~:tin and Gwynedd 
':'ownehipo . 

This w _ek - e r eturn ';o t .. e plant tiona of :_l~ Bub~ling 
Springs , \:.icL i. 1638 ,,ae call-ed nthe \7hitpain t:re~k l ands" . 
·-·hey inclu '3d. parts of Upp~r DUblin , \/hit:pain anu Gl[yn~dd 
To.._.nsllip s . 

}P.re, ,,itllin a ar<? 
i s a~ickon and neurby 

pl ces one nill r ce GU 
two OJ.' tnree 111i l ls . 

of t·ou-~ .niles , t.1ere ,,e:..·e 0.1 tj__.e 
U ~me ov.r ti~t-en mi la . In severul 
p~:l: ·3u. t.1c wn t er to rm s .!lany ;;J a 

I n 17t39 ti.1e \;at~-c· po- ::r de.ive fro.!l tho!? !lHJ1Y s t-·eu! ... s i n 
wha-; i s no,, t,;hen~~r , nel£n.ore , ontgo t•l~y nd .'-'hil uelp ... lia 
t:ounties created sucl'l <.Li ve of indus~ry t.ttt oYer 317 \f~~"3r 
power eu mil l s \;ere proc!uc i t1g p·a·,er , flour , gr un<l gcf..i ;, , oil, 
"90\/diJr , ful.lir1, of wool ·md y11.rn , also iron nd ste~ l hlplerJenta 

·::..·o.1 the forg'1s . 
'e h ve co _~iled ~.le li ... t of t 1e trli.!.La ·rrom t.1 tHx lis~ 

of 1769 , so it ::a ..... st be t!orrect . "'his ar~i cle \ ill i ncluce the 
hio-r.ory of t:i.1.ese ,_ills - .. --?hompson rrist .. ill. o . 44; TY.son ' e 
ri t ani aa\ tulle , : o. 4:4- A; and athera ' Gri.Jt. tn.: s w laills , 
0. 45 . 

ill o 44 was tie gris""; ~ill m-ention .d i n t ... e \dll of Ad.ara 
er ~li r , tl e- e ... s i an sold~er , w: .. o rer.:1ain~d i n pe naylvani& 

after t11e R~vo lu.tio n Eind ·l)ecn ll':! a very wortl.y anu sucoensful 
citizen . 

e diP.d i 1831 and left tJ.ie mill nd 1'7 acrJs ~o ilis son , 
Joeeph , and 1 i ll .·o . 'iO -:o ~lis youn_,er eon, George . 

\,e gave t:1e title of t.1e land i n d~~ cri oing 1 ill _ o . 40 , 
but \li.ten Ant1lon./ ;_orris und .Heese :11om.as purch:1sed , i n l 'l1t3 , 
tl'OI•l t.1e estate ot· Richard vni tpain t.1e grel.1t lHnJ. holdi ngG 
of t -:..e 1ntter , it appearG ~hat L.achu:..·il:lh Whi ~p<tin objected , Ra 
one uf the lle~-·s ~o th<:: est 1te , to t .Le ule nu l tr:.er !.1.~ 'as 
give11 o1e r.H~rd o ·f r.11~ plantationo . This Uhi::pain •a \lidov: , 
sarah , l!larci ed t;h~tl'1ee suuml.el'S , 1ail.l\ rioh t , who with Andrew 
obeeo.J, sr ., (1690- 91) purchased fro Haber.:. .. :ur:ner 'the 500 

acre t ·act of SU!~ach Park , i 1 Hoxborou ~l •rownsl1ip , wh~re Lilla 
• oe . 1 to 4 Wt:?-e ~r~ct·~d . I n 1'775 AbrahuT.l :DOJwes sold lliG 350 
ocre '1hi tpain tr(ic ~ to J<:.unes orris . Gownt~ne befor~ 1800 
Ad 11 ' er-atner pu:-c'1 1s~ fro t1 the J orr i heirs t11~ grist mill 
1j ich was inherited oy his ··on JOSeph. B.ofore 1835 Jol.n Hoove:..~ 
purc1i.·.eoed t.1~ ,aill , {:IS i t:1~~ year he sold the oa.1~ 'to c.amue l 

• })3vi , 13 t'liller ot :i1itpi:li TOWY's11ip . In 1838 navis solCl "Chc 
1? acres and mil"' to ,.~.1lomas Thompson , a 3ill'?r fro. ~PP r :)ub­
lin , for $ 4000. Cer toin del .. s \ at~r :..•i 1 JS <:lr~ 1e 'Cion~d i n 

It» 

t 1e deed . l'ho.n a _ho .. pson , , - . , w·:~'"' the o ner of th~ mill befo .. :e 
1891, CIS i n t1u1~ yr;ar he die t 1J 1~t:t .. ht:? g 1 t l!lill and 1? 
acrr;s to hi son , JO~~n u . '!ham.paon . 

!'he •yson ~::: i s't and :")UW ills (}lO . 44 - A) Wel·e i n G'qynedd 
.. ·o\mahip , on a smoll ~t::: a.1 :..•iaing i t1e llifPt hills n~ar upper 
ubli n • bo u" a :n l e and ·1 half north of .Alnl>le ... .' , whi dt ·21ow _d 

south md en ~ered t. 1e , i s a io.Kon i n l'l..i tpain :;ownshi.~.) . 'l'hia W<.t) 

a ortion ot t.":! gr~~t t::cact "·l t il .l i a .• "em gr<:.~n:.~u tu :to'i.>ert 
·• u~·ner i n 16t3l . In lu9S-99 :. 1e tr ~ ~ ·:vae !lold to Tl1.o1 1 c l~vana , 

d at era , of . ill .o . 46 . 



In 1?61 John Holuan sold. ~o .utllius rys0n , on a Iao.r-';gag~ of Jl' 
250 pounde e t:.~rli11g , 56 acr ., of 1 d rao t.; .' 1 <..r-wyneud , ~ut. 
partly in hitpain 'Oimshi') . Jpon t .is lund 1·yso.n (mil~ a 
grist Illill and a sa,, mill. ;1 ~ l!lO .. tg ge s:ot~o :.1a:. t;o::neli s , 
the fatl.er of. athias , who o .ned a .:lill 011 t:i"to y t;reek , in 
11 Nor:;:-ington 11 (nov7. o:;:-1·istwn) was al o bound ·oy tl e d-:ed. rn l?G? 
tl e 10 tgug_ \,a· it•creased :.o 4 22 pJUn s sterling on n0count of 
t e improveoon~s. 

In 1??4 JOhn TY::>on 0\7ned -::::1e :;riat mill and lGl hcre3 . In 
1'1?6 Jonathan _yeon was ~ax;;d for t:.e 1nill 'li1d 1 23 acres . 

•rhe mills re .uin~d i , ~- e :ryson fumi ly for ov _r 100 yeurn, 
ao u rwp of 18?1 locat~o -: .... e ?;.rio't !!l.il.!., on the GcL1e str-:an. , 
und O' neJ by Dr . Jo:m L. .'yeon , w:1o died 1 n 1098 . 

}'~'·~ther ' a ""ri st at)<.'!. $1\f .1ill (:To. 4!3) on tl1~ uia at~L.ic~on ~r ~ek 
in h tpc1in 10ii1ahi:;?, was weat uf tl e .... :ho.np3on ill. Tht3ol3 l.D.illo 
were built in 1809 "bJ ~.;harl~s .ath~:.t.·e. the lund \/<..a o\'mad at 
·fir.et oy .ij;i.c]J.{l_l··l nlli:tpi:tin, n p::u·t of h i s larg'9 gr·m '; oi:' 
'' :'hitpui n ~.~rce~~ l onJ.a u. Jolm Whitpuin sold , in 1?14, thr~e 
hundred and ei gh c a cr~e to wi ll:.LHr .• • u :crn,~r, \lllu o~ Heirs in 17 34 
conv .yed the }) l an tutio.~ to 1 Qil~rio o .... ·rio. nani ~1 th~ son of 
tne 1& r.r.er, d1eu in 1'756 · nd in 1'759 his '1dow , ·racy __ o.r':'ls, 
oold 9U acr!3 ot ';hl~ t·~~t t0 Jonn Roberto . Hia son , Job 
Ro"oerto , i r~h~:ri t~d, ::1nd 1 , 18 )9 Jo ·o t a oon-in-lmv , ~.;harl'3o 1~atht~ro 
purch sed the tract, bu::; no mill i ... n~ntioned i n tLe deed . 

uert~lin waterri t.S!l !;s ar ~ men ~ion~d in thi a conv~yanc~ : "And 
ri .!~ o a !jill rac-:3 and tiu:'ee dn :a no,. erected on ~-l~ o "ther 
1 nd of Job Ro ber-;'3 to b::i 1g t:1e wa ~ero o 1' th~ \ 1 s ... a·1ici<on ond 
one ot ,er nmall cr~~k ~hrou;."l t.1e heneby grant ed l and for ~he 
purpose of dri vi:ng sucil !.nll or 1a.illn us rauy her eaft-ar b~ erec-t e d ." 

:a th ~ra' Gri s~ ill w s \V~l.l. buil :;; ~ ui. p.:-.d; , -d .~c 'H ~~~d ; 
ad \na 01~ of tll~ ...us~ not~d o tlle mmy in ~;rio se(!tio11 . It 
rea Jin .-d in t .e a t.h~r i'lcl.nily for sever· 1 gene:: j :.ions, b ~i •• ~ O\ ned 
later by Job , Hnd then Job R . • uthers . 
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L!.is t \.~-:!k -e ~ave c l stor.J of t!1~ Fana-a:c ·.ill (Ho · 32) a~ 
kippuc.K anu "t3et. l~.t.e 1 t:.ikt:os, eo 1cludi1 g 11 o 'f t.1e thirty- t\,() 

mills in t .. e is a1ic,g:o V!:illP.j' , f~o.l :·ill .. 1o . 1 a~ ~·J.e 1 outh of 
t~A.~ , is eulickon to this point . 

As ~.n-?r-: were fifty mills all told, l.ll Colonl.al t.i·rn.~G , 
<i..ln.n r,,o5.~ 1~ ... -~Jll r~:, c~"f' .. ;,.'?13...h.q,~:;:'_) t .~ i:>'"}.l.: .• • .... 'l{a~~~ 'b~~r~a'"c.;"~}l 'Jl!b~;:e 
es t!i .Jli sbm~n t.s to dea~ri be . 

As y~~ .e have not bee able to co ile t~e history of all 
:.h~se mills , so fro no,, on w~ will t .11 the s cory of those !1.ills 
\:hoae records \.e ht1ve been :..ole to colllpile , 

After l~?avi g tJle ""'nrla.'~r ~1ill , the' il3 :1hic~wn pt-.tso .. :;a tJlr-ough 
·~niLeJ·lrsh , Upp r Dublin and '.'llit.:puil1 townships, into awyne<.l.d 
township , and here is loc t~ 1rill ... o . 46, which \Vill now be 
disouosed . 

The fulline a d sm mills '.:ere on 8\le<lesfor,i rouu and \.i"'·;a-
hi cko cre-':!1 jus .orth of tr1e 'hi tpain-Gwyn~dd tom1s1~. > lin~ , 
and ·1bo u~ one lJilP. south of 1·or th 7ulea . 

Gwyn~dd WC:l s an early \!els:1 se .. tl~.nent an<i in lo81 Ui lliam 
Penn put ~n ted 500 acres h~rt;! to Ro ·o~r t .·ur~er. T.le la t"ter had 
at one ti...e over 10,000 acres in en sylv nia , ~l.'~iG includ~d t.tH~ 
500 acre Su.'llac park trrt~t in nox·oorvl.l,J.1; H qudr~er i Hterebt i 11 
.. illiam Rit tenll()use'a first ...Jdpe ... · :o.ill ana. lHnd ,; and also 
,,illiam Penn 's Gaveri or's Grist : ill, at Upland , im Ch~ster 
creek. 

In 1'703 Turner sold. 1034 acres o"f this t_·a·~t to ·rho~u-ls op 
Evans (1651-1 38) a Welsh ..(.Uak~~r . A surn ... t Ev ano , niece of ThomP.a , 
T:.ll:irl'ied ut the Gwynedd :·eeti 1g i n 1'711, Jolln IHmk , of \lhi ;je.;l:~r:Jh . 
Their son , John HHrlk , Jr ., re1aov~d Go Fuy..;tte county, Kentucky , 
'I.J .. ere his daug ter married ·~no:-:1 s I.incoln , and hnre \,as born :.o 
the.n , DDii:Xx.ttJI:l:i~ Abrahur:l Linc<Dln, ~·~ice pre3ide 1t of the United 
G-ca t e . 

'rx!D .·a Ev<1ns and ie three bro th~r::; \7er8 oorn ut _rione ~:..uhiDtt, 
'iHl~o , und ttll se t l ~d i Gwyneud To\d1Ship before 1'700. 

'!.'h"" G'"ynedd ee:.in,_, was -:'or .. 'l_d in 1699 , and t.1e addreose:3 we::ee 
:m d' in bo ~h t11e \ elsh and Enf;,lieh l:mguuges. 

In 1'713 Ti}o.t H3 Ev~ms sold to his son , Ev<m Evans , 226 acreo 
of hi a plunta ti o :a o ., the \lis 1Uil. ... C:Kon and tlB \!hi tpai n line . 
Ev a 1 wf:js a pre· c"1 =r i n the f"!.uyn~dd t.ieeiting unu it \.as he who 
built tr!.; full i ng mill nnd saw Inill bet,:een 1'113 and 1'744 , us in 
~.11a t y ~ar Evan co vey d :tx to his :..on , Abraham , 29 r.1crea includ­
i ;1g a 2 p~rch 1vi de , 98 perch lone strip, for the );nl!'!)O Be of 
diggi"lll a race to 1-= JJ. wat~r to a s·,v a 1ci ·:ul:ti ~~ mill . Evans 
di P.d i 1? •::?, nd th-"' t\ o Mills passed to Abraham. 

Of the fifty ancient Jaill sites on t:te, is u.tickon , t.1e pr .cent 
"·urabro\7~r'e Griot ~:ill i s th~ only s i te contuiniJg c mill still 
con t.inuing i n ~ .. 'le busineoa of Bl'i ,..Hli g nh~a t and forn for the 
farrnel's of GwynedJ 'i'ownsllip . 

The mill- tit-s of the Streeper- University Arbore tU!!l mill (Ho . 
2?) and the newees -:_ount st . Joseph's Coll-::ge Juill (ro . 26) 
ar.; to :lay usine 'a ter fro.a t11e old mll rnc-33 t.o tu:rn tur~oine 
wheels, out thtese <ire no~ for col.uv~rt.::i<jl purposes . 

In l?i6 Abl' tll.E:l:m Evans built u hi- roofed housl3 n . .mr tl1e mill, 
wluch atood for 98 year t~nd \7aa d~mo1i h,:;d in 1844 . shortly afta1• 
1744 the mill b~came a gri st tllill , and oefore 1?62 the 29 acres 
and mills vr~re 0\7n d by Jesse Jones , who in ~lat yet:tr sold the 
prop .r ty to z. Heiman . In 1765 ...... ar· tin 'l1 yson pur~b.aseu . In l?G8 
he sold 1ai lla and ?6 a cr t;? a to pe cer r:;:':.:-ocf.!ll , u Germun rJ.i ll ~r. 
In 17? 1 John Troxell own~d ~he .rd 11.::. Ill l ?7? Sl:i.auel \,'heeler , 
a Phil del:r>ni cutler uho is sa l. d .. o •~ 1ve fo;cged swords here 
cu.i g the nevolut1on , :pui."~hJsed and i prov d tLJ.e _:-op_rty • . 



In this y~ar he 3dde<i a iro" forg~ and i l'7UO reouilt t.Le e5ris"; /II 
ond sa\ .nillo, ?lso addin~ to his plantc~tio , eo ~..u "J J.e !l.en 
o .• n ... d 22t~ acl~"'s . (:l.lB grist and sa; mills \l~re tax~ us follo .s : 
peter 7roxell 176~ ; JOUn Troxell 1'7?4 ; sm:lUel \Vl.leeler 1?83 . rn 
1?82 ;heeler d1Ag .ell tJ,~.:::ough 23 f~et of solid 1~ JCk adjoining t:ee 
d\lelling . 

T.heel r au posed :.....~.nt. coal . i ,~ht be found upon t:ie land und 
de .ds r~served thl';! r _ eh t t:> !!line eo al if di a cover ~d . Troxell 
co 'ti u • op-=:..·ating ~-e !llills af:.el' selling t.o \7heeler . In 1'798 
·heel ~r so 1.... r.he Bills and 11 acl'es om' lan<.~. to vhristLm \7eber , 
wuo in 1806 re- sold t:J.e prop.::.' t.}' to George Hort t~r ( 1•169- 1840) 
of Upp.2!r Dubli n . Hor tter paid ,,8866 for the f,;,ri .,~, nd am. 1:1ill , 
including .... an , milj. ruce , flood \,uter g tes , etc . Hortter Mla 
eicu .y .ar s old u t ':.he time o th~ Battle of Ger,at..n ~own (octo b~r 
4th 1'7?7) he t.l.len living i 1 (Te!'l.Hmtown . The 110 tuer too., the five 
c~ ... ildren ; tlle you gest Ollly four y~~rs v-~" ~~e; on tn~ 11ny of t11e 
battle into th . .; uoods of tL~ "is 1.u'lickon , und retu1·ni?d ho11e again 
in t .. ~ ~v~nint,. A hessian sol<ii ~r \VU tcl1~'1 ovel' t.I"!.eu and co1~pell~d 
t.H/3 f imily to ba;c-= br<?ad fo .l' t .. lP. Henai l}1 aol<iiero . 

In 1?93 :.ortt;e:c m<=~rri~d t.;utllari ne \li -se . daught:.~r of John \/ioe , 
s:c. , ho O\tn-3 d i l l ss :·o a . 12 and 3'7 . }{l"!r b:co thel' , Jo a1 , O\.n d thP. 
lo er ~agarge :;:ill f-ro n 181:~ unti l 1836 . 

In 1814 G~org~ Ing-el purchased , who :t'3- sold in 1823 t.o John 
Keef? He rebuilt th~ ~nll as it i a today, tne :1a ts ton'3 r ~a ding 
"J . and • K'3ef , 1835 11 • 

The ra.ill \.as sold at a sheriff's sale nd in 1058 w s own~d by 
1 enry ~ uinbro\iter (or , U!T..bower) a mill r fro1 nuckn County. H. died 
in 1898 and his son , David . no\ owns the grist mill and five acr~s 
of land . 

•rhe 1~UJ11'oow~rs plac~d a stea ~ engine on t 1e lo· er :'loor to :fur­
nisl1 power when t.1e mill race was filled i.i th ic~ nd sno\7 . 

The -present wa t~r wheel is a oo U!. 80 y~~:Jrs o lc.. \,J.o.en i:. \v: s lE\7 

it posse s~d about 45 hors'3 :)ower , b:Jt i s 11ot no\.' o~rer 40 . 'lith 
thi o c n be ground a oou t two :.one of w .eu t or corn a du:f. 

,e h v~ not visited ~::.11~ lllill i n 1i:1e past fifteell years , so 
what .e hav~ wTitten here at thio ti111e , \ta tl1e conaitio•l of 
tP,e wi 11 about 1919 . 
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-:;:'hio 1n1ll was "built in .. 1e earl.'{ 1'700's t-md .:etaaiTied in the 
:'oulke familg for ne·1.·ly 2)0 yearG. It w s d.1 olisned in lb9G . 
It was loe t-ed along c.he \is '.lickon ne r the present Penllyn 
station of tne ReadH"I~ ::tail:ro •.J. , md about one hRlf 11ile 
aoove 'cll.lUel '11~el~r 1 o 11111 mJ .:'ora~ tNo . 46) . 

3d .nrJ Foull<~ ( lt351-- l'l41) Ci-:lm~ ·r.o p~nnsy.tval1ia i n l6US . 
Gwyned·l •.rownsh:bp wa u o.; ·• tl o;d very e·1 rly oy the \. eloh Q.Uiikt~ru . 

In 1681 · illia ~~n, grHn~~d a pat~nt orl ~000 acres here ~o 
Robert J.·urner ond in l6o5, 2n0) acr~s to John G~e . In 1698 and 
1699 tn.e erA..-: t of ? 500 acres ;; a sold "";O 'l'ho.n a op Evans (Of 
:'"i 11 J'o . 46) and • ·1 llia op Jonn. FrOla these ~l.o o,.nera Ed\ urd 
-·oulke urch sed 4o) acres nnd a re- eurve. SrJO\ s that it contained 
712 acres a 1d ifl 1?02 !?oull<e paid for th urplu:J acreage 5'/ pounds 
J terli ng to \ i lli 3m penn . 

11~d' ard 'Foulke , i 1 1'702 , wro ~-e an in teras tin acr}uUn ~ !Ln 
Wel13h, o hi-=' e ri.gr11tion un1.1 of llis lin~ of descent from a 
welsk chit;!+"'~alLn of th<:J l2t l. t.;eJ1tnny , Rllirid 1i'l<ddd, r..o:. .. d of 
penllyn , 1 n 1rerio ne thshire . " - --- :· . • Jenkins, G11ynedd . 

Ed'• ard '\oulke pr. bably bui 1 t t:L113 6l'i st mill und ·'oulk~ d,. ~lling 
b for~ his d a~~ i n 1?41. 

The dw-elling was a short di s t r.c-: ':!ast of the mill. S'•edesford 
road p'lGG~d by t:.<? Ev:;an- · ~1eel r . i 11 (No . 46 ana close to th-e 

oul:kP. mill (47) . 
]3ethl<?he1 Pi.t<:e is said to hav"3 been an rnui~n ~1':311 b~fo-·e tne 

ar.iv.Il of penn. T:lis \~·as one half .. ile to the et.st . 
\.hen ,illiru.n Dewees , i•1 1720 , p~titioned tlle c.; ... u ... ·r. Go confil'l.l 

t 1e ro1;1d tlln t had b;::en open~d fo1' l!l:.t 1y y~Hrs o•1 r the brid~e 
C\t t.1e issaliickon to Lis mills (Uos . 24 , 25 and 2G) he at:1ted !:.l.lht 
the rood conn ec teu i.i th t.ttt t of . or ~h \VH l~s, or p l ymoul'"..ll Road. 

711 ro d also pctssed n~ r :.he •oulk~ , ill . 
In liZ 39 ~ne t:~ur t was requested to open ctno tLer rao ci t 1rougll 

Gwynedd., uch ,,as granted within a f:!\, yet-tr3 . Thi:: road wna 
morn t1 .. on ten 1~l~s long and c'!ol1n-:c t-:d Garrett Gler~e,,s mill on 
the C!.l<l.ppack Cr~~k , i S~ lford '"ovmship , with tne millt3 of SHmue l 

• 0 rria, later· ioe Hill ""o . 39 , r.tnd ill ~'o . 38 , 011 .BUtl~r 1·oad , 
at mblel' . The p~~it:.ion stst~d th:~t th :s.·o d passed turough 
Salfo ... ·<l , Towam~ncin , (}\'! 'edu anu U:;>p~1· Dublin ro\'lYlships . This , 
W"3 b~lieve , was th~ orris roud , ov~r wi.jnth \ usJlin~ton • s ArJlY 
p~ssed , within u half r:1ile of tne ?oul}ce- ill , on octo"o!3r 
1~ th 1 ??? , .hen the c.;ontinan tale re nov~·i their encuml)In~nt from 
~kippackville ~o "Duwesfield•• , James orria' d·, elling in \7hitpnin 

o\. nsl.ip . 
In tl1e early days of t1e settlers 1nost of t1e :coads were 

opened to giv~ b~~ter ac11ess to ti1~ mills , meetings hour3ea , 
fords , limekilns , and tbe ca rt3g~ of rags to tne rni 118 and 
the mill pro u11ts to the ,hil Jdelphia Jarlrk-e-to . 

\.rillian ~oulk~ , a gra11doon of J~dwa·d 1'oulke , O\•ned the mill 
at \J1e ~iHlP. of his death in l'7'75rn and hie \~ido•N , nannah , HlHi son, 
Jesse , &hen ca1e into oosession . 

In sept.:ono~r of 1 ?77 sally \,i stl:lr , a bright cmd cllanaing 
Q.U<:iker girl , sixte~n ye1ra of ag~, ·oegan to keep a sort of 
journal or diary , while visiting }lunnall ·~oulk-3, at!.~::.· d,,e ... ling 
in Gwynedu _:o,ns_ ... ip . C! ... e often r~"~rs to tne ne·1roy ~,oulk~ grist 
_!li 11 . 

II 8 lly ' i . car Is .To urn a 1 , "by Al·oer ~ Cook • yers , J.l.li l cle lp.li~ , 
1902 , l.'elil t.es .~o st of tlle s .o cy ~u~ t .e c;i v~ "oelO\ : 

After td.e defeat of tilP. ..t•erican ArHIY a~ :s:r~i!l'lY':ine, Sally lei."t 
her Jo.1e in Geruetn towl1 , mel r s de for aver· 1 llO n~hs u t this 
secluded t>l ce on :he~ io a .. .tl11-:on , m:10ng tn.e hills of G\ • .{necld. 

"~'o the 'H'uulk ~ L1Rnsion cart~ G~nel .. al :})null wood , ocmmanu~r of 
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the 'aryLHlU t..'J0pl3; vO.LOlB..I.. \.oou. , of Virginia ; JfHjor ogden , g1' 1/IJ 
New Jers~y; tbr~e future gvverno o of th~ir staten , ~c.l raany 
other impor ~•H'~ fi~ur-ea of the t.ds t::!':.lCir.tl period in t...'le 
ration'r- hie tory. J"'nerals, colon~la , 1:1ajors , oaptHina , 
resplendent i n ~~~ir red and buff and blue , and glitterinL 
in o~chea , swords and epaulets, paae and repuse before ~~e 
unuccustomed a:Pd duzzl':!d eyes of the Q,Uaker maiden , .,.nd are 
quaintly portray ~d in her pages . 

"I n spite of l.'3r uaker trainin~ sl.1e t .~eo 1 o ~ a li ~tle \70 rldly 
pri dA i n h~r qress and :ppt~arance. \7e Hre fully info~'ued of her 
vurious costUl:aes und we thus gtiin a valuaole picture o"f tlle dreso 
of e young girl of thut diiy . \Vnen she llears that officern are 
comir1g to t .. 1e house she and her friends put their 'dress and lip 
i n order fol' conquests' . The next day s .. e must weul· her • ci.lin"&z 
and look muarter t.han the ni&nt before' . Ghe ia mur::h mortified 
to have cap ta i DandridgF.? find her wer~1i11g her gr~ellisll. skirt 
and dnrk sho -ct g.:>\Vli . provo~:in~ l She is skilled in 'l1'3'3dle wisdom'. 
she eets •u stockin,_s on the n'3~dl.es and int".!nds to be migntily 
ir.dus trioue 1 • She is 'darnil',g <:tn apron' . one 'lay she risP.s at 
huH' past four , in th'3 l::lQl"ning and ircmo industr_ouoly till onA 
p'cluc.}k. H9re evenings are spt:!nt in rt:! · J.ing <.Ul•l chattitlg. 

" That part of th-= house wnich wu,., standi11g at tht:! tir'lc of the 
Revolution is built of stone , now coat"'!d ,,ith plaeter , u:::~d is t'm 
stories high . I t \IBS probably "3l'ect~d 'by Hannah•u husbtmd , \lill­
imn Foulke ( 1708-177 B) and occupies the site of an earli -3r 
dv.elling built by Ed·~.ard ::oulk<; . A eho-rt di s tance to the weat. 
of the house , near tne \:isoahickon , waB ~h= aneient Foulke mill , 
so frequently mentioned ·oy sally. It finally f~ll in'to diause 
· n v.a'"' re oved i n 1896. \,"hen I vi• ited (A. c . :r.:yers) the place 
a few months since (1902) all that rem ined to mark the site 
\7srtt> gre·1t opening i n t.~.€ eart:L and t\lo stone ltill- "ourrs . 11 

~1e following ar-e quotations fro11 sullY ' s Journal : 
"Sept. 25th 1'7? 5 . A-:x>ut seven o 1 clo,~k ( eve11ing) ''e het1rd B ere at 

noiae . '.ro the door we all vent . A lar6e n'l.ll er of wac;;ons \~ith 
about three huno.red of t'Le phil delphia 1 ilitia . TdY be~ged 
for a.rin.K and s-':veral pushed i nto the h...1use . one o'f !..'1.oe+~ ... hat 
en ~ered w 1 a ·oi t tipsy, and hau a 1:1i11d to ·oe E~nw::y. I then 
tl ou ;l1 t it tim'3 for me to reU'e!::lt; oo figure 1n.e I i@1til.t ncur1?d, 
1 o not :having :pres enc~ of mi n'l enougH to f1-1ce ~o raany of the 

militHry , run ine; in ~tone door c.~nu out another , ullin a 
el1alce of fear; out after a uhile , seei ng the officers appeetr 
eentlemanly <-~nd th ~ soldiers ci vi 1, I called reason to ,n.y aiel . l!Y 
fettl1 S were in some me-Jsure dispelled thoug}J 1a.y teetll rattled, m1d 
my h1ndo ehook like an as:pen 1 '3 f . They did 11ot off_r co tak~ 
their quarters ··•i ti.1 us; so , ·.11 tll ma y b les sings , and as rnHl1Y 
adieua , tney marcht:!d off." 

nseptezn er 25th 17? 5 . o e}1 poulke cmne here in t. e eve ing 
a d. .. old ua that General ~ hing ... .J h d co1 e down a far as the 
Trappe , ana. tnat G;neral :_cDougl e ' s brie· de wa a stationed u t 
ontgomery , consietine of about 16 hund!"ed men." 

"September 26th: I was a tanding i n ti': e ki .. chen abou ~ 12, \l1e11 
ao1 Abody car ... e to iDe in a hurry , acr~alninc; ' Sally, sally , :1ere ·re 

e 11 t hora-e ~' rLey :code up to the door and h·1lted, and 
enquired if ' e h d hor s~s to sell ; 'he w s f1nawered nega ti ~.,~ly . 
' H·ve not you, sir , ~:o buck horses?' ' Yeo , but hav~ no mind to 
diepooe of theml' WLat m::td ua ilaagine them British ,,us tlJut they 
'\.ore blue and r ed , ,.;.nich wi·~h ua is not cornnon . 11 

noct . 19th: :~ow for nm: and unt::o.Jnon scenes , As I wa:;; lyin~,£ 
i l1 bed , a11d r .. unim-tti :ng on :past ancl yJr.o~nt event3 , Liddy cm'l.e 
run i1~1 i!1to the roOL'l and auiu the1·; waG the greatest SUI'll•ing , 
fi fine ani rat t.ling of wag ;ons that ~ver sh~ heard. Whwt to 
1.::wk of t.1is \.'~ \7ere at a loss . We dreso~d and \~er.t do\m stairs 
in u hurry, our wonder c-:aaed . Tne Britieh h d left Gernanto\~n 



and our Army \ s taarchi g to take :ponsession. ne went a cou~ hulf 
a mile fro t .e nouse , 'he·~ 'e could see the ar1Jy pass . Tllee 

1// 

•"'<>-i.\_\_ "i:,t?_"'!,oJ ~t. '!'~ %:!.\.\\~ , 'Q.ll,.t,. "Q-A. '\! . .!}>"C.Q.'l}"C,\.~~~ i_l~ T.~ t3.~~t:"e._") Q.l:_ t.._ \'i.ct4-l...O.. 
not hflve gone . Ve mad-: no great stay , but returned Wl. t.ll excellent 
BJp~tite for our br~,kfast ," 

(In .t'ili e march to tn~ \lhi tpuin h.aliuquartera the Army probubly 
turned do'Hn the swede::.>ford road , past ~;ill No . 46 and then euat on 
. orris Ro~d ~o the headquurt.ers . ) 

noct. J.9tll , Afternoon, cour:>in prissu ]i'OUlke and :myself \7el'e 
si ~til e at the door . I i n a ~~r ~en ski :.rt , riu rk short go\.11 , etc . 
~·v.o gentle 1en of th-e milit·ry ord~1· rode u:p to the doo!.' . ' Your 
s~rvu1 te , ladies , ei;C' and asked if they could have quarters for 
Gen-:rul Small\.o od , Hannah .... oulke t~loaJh t she could ac~omodHte 
them s ~e~l ao most of tn-: neighoo~s . · nd said sh~ could . 

"One o f the of"fice.,..s r'ist"'.ount. ed nd wrote ' Smoll\.'oodte nead­
qu: rtPrs 1 over the do or , \lhi nh aecur~d us from strayinB so ldi era . 
After this h~ :mounted Hi{ st~ed c.nd rod~ ,.muy," 

IIQC~. 20th: \/ell h~l'P. OO!.le t;l e elory , the J ajo:r , SO baohful, 
so fal!ouo , etc , I at fil'St t10'U h the :; .. ajar c~roo13 and proud, but 
I was m.iat·:iken . He i s about ninetP.~n, n:ph~u to the Gener: 1 , 
an acts s ajor of brig. de to i:rl.m.; :-:.e cannot be ~xtoll'3d for the 
graces of person , but for t."lo se o ~ t:1~ mind 1 e 1 y justly be 
cele r f:.cd. He i s l arge in p_roon , manly , nu engaging coW1ten nee 
and address" {The l~ajo:.:- \7as • i lli<un ~r . stodder't , of 1 e1ryland , one 
of her spe~ial admirers , but c· ptuiYI Al~AXnde: s . n,mdri t;e, w 01 
bh~ met i n June , W<lS he.c 11eot fri ·n • ) 

(Continued or n~xt pHg~) 
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"June 2nd (y~:,l~?) Tlte fir·s:. officer marcll""d up and do\1n the 

entrypri>ssa :Fu..l ~ cam~ in. \V"~t•s "tl.e nam~ of t !1is man? \Thut 
do ':3c; h~ say? \/ ... ~.f tha 1:. h~ wi., kiss me \:rhen h~ h:J!3 ai:ned1 Singu ... //2-
le<r , I observed , ii1 eo ehor t:, an acquaintance . Hi a ne:. . .:~e i e 
Al h Hi"!r s . D ndridge . His p~r 0~1 is mor'3 elegantl:,r forned than 
any I ever aaw ; tall and cormaanding. I cannot bette~ descri >e hia 
tl1P.l' by aeying he is chB hflndsom~a t man I ever b~held. ue asked 
i 1 I kne\: Tu cy vandaren . s::1i d h~ cour ced h~r , and thr~t r.hey we"Y'e 
to be married soon . Observ.d my SU!~pler , wi1idl uas i n full vilt3\i . 
\. i shed I wuuld te ;h th ~ virginiano so we of l.ly neeu.le wi r3dom; they 
were th":: l:::.~zi est girl a i n the world . ·,;e s<..t down in a ~ur t of a 
B"...lilll r house . He asked , ' J!iss 3 11 , rre you a q,ual<er? t '. •yes l' 
1 ~11e r you 'lre a To ry l ' ' I am not , indeedl' Tl.~.en flyin~ cn.uJ f~am 
t:.ha t aubj *.:C t , ' Wi 11 you na rry me, His s Sc1ll.t? ' t NO , r~CJllJ; a 
g"'ntl"'.lcal lf~'1r he has said h~'""!lcs not &t..-:'.rici':!n~ to ~'lui.·~<--i 1 
h i l:lSe l'f, to ask m'1 to lnarry him.• ' uever minC. \lhat I BC:ty , r#.~t~L 
e:noue11 to 111ak~ t~1e pot boil , etc l 11 

Ta~y V ndur-:!11 tu \lhoL D n:i:'irt.~e ~aid h~ wus ~ngag-:u , .. as the 
deueht~r of John vandar~n. who dw·ing tl.e Revolut~on o' nt!d Hills 
l~os . z·, ;~ , ::; , and 4 , near th~ r.lOUbh. o·t' the \/i S aldckon c r eelc. Tucy 
aftlfrward wsrl' i ed :'hon~s smi ~h , d)Jd }J :.. nd.ritlg~ I.lC:lrrie<i Anne 
Stephen , daught~r of General Aa.u 1 Stephen. 

Gally ret~rned to p:1il del:;>::dn after the 'taol.lt~t~onoo,. Generul 
1 o\>'e , n:rH1 rer.1ah1e 1 single tl.l..J.'OU ·:hout her life . 

"Sally \11Lstar •s Jo ur:n:ll" , ·:;y A. c . _yers, is beuutifully illus­
'tl'ated , th€ reproduction of -;he old. })U:!.ke Jill is espec}i ally 
pleasing; at1gr.eat. fruit tr>?e i r. olo eso111 to\;ero obove ~l.e four 
sto:t:y structur·e. It also cont&il1e e~ portrait o:f 1rs . George E!nlen, 
Jr ., ti.~ ho s tess of en':!ral ·;a<?hing:on ut the White1aarsh h~ud~ 
quarters . 

sully Wi star visited ~h"3 EJnl ':ns i n l!'ebruH~·y of 11'78 , and ah~ 
wrote i n hl3r .Journal: "I think sally Elalen is one o~ ~:.~e rnost 
beautiful \/Or.1en I ever stm , agro~a'vle , aff<J le , sensible to th•~ 

true sense of tile words.n on !~nrch let , 1?78 , sully wrott=> : "At 
L1Y old habi83tio n a t the mill ' • 

As stat~d llefo:..·e tll e mill de.uolish~d i n 189G. The ol<i 
Fculke l::ouse , whic:.~. still remains i n a good r, ... , .J '!;e of prrrervvtion 
\~as for i La time u l a l·ee and i mpuoh,g 1nansio • · I n 1902 1 r . und 
Hrs . J . Albert Cald\Tell we .. :: the ot::cupHnts o ~ 'j- .e -.'oulkf - c IISion 
a t Penllyn, Pa . 



Grist- ill .No . 48 und Sau :!ill !~o . 49 . 

our hik~ this w~~!c to th~ mills of the \ ia"'u .. u.cl>:on t· k·~G 
u o up n .r r. .... ~ sour11e of ~ ... ~ str .. om i }1 Upp,r u'\VJQledd '.:'o\.nship , 
aoove ::;~ ..... to;m of_ or t; .. ales. 

1/.$ 

1hese mills ,.,~=-~ in th~ so-call d GVTyned.d 1el""h · .• :ruct, \71 ere 
i llia n enn' s fr~"=nd, .Ko er~ Turner , 'Jn~ o-t t.d~ ueal t.:de::r~ unu 

beat knolm of th~ ~arly se~tl.r~, oun do er 1000 ~cr~a ot land. 
In 1?03 .rurn~r sold ::1: plan-t ~ion to Thomas op Evans, of J!ill 
.. ·o . 46, and \7illiru-a op John. 

The t'lf•O mills '~ trill describe a e Gri at . tll .no. 48 ::tnu 
the ... joining o 1to t1i.ll (:To. 49) , "ooth o ~1lB \ is a:1ic~on. 

The g is-: rJill iiHE3 bu:1l~ by George Hov~ll between 1'73? and 
1'750. Benjani n Rosenberg i7a3 t.B n~xt owner ol' tl.a Islill anu 
l:8.; acr~.J o:f land . In 1'7132 11~ ao ld t:-.e uill ~o Jacob seifi~d , 
who in 1??5 pass~d it on t.o ernc.~rd .:seav•!l ... J3Y l?33Be<tV~l' h .. hi 
h dd.ed :;v ai u prap ~r:.y so tL.A t L.e o\.n ~d UO a cr~o. A very lon~ 
ill r lGe carri~d t.le ·,7a ~er to the !lill . Dr • ..,c!ry P . H . Hough, 

of A.lflble~, as w~ Gtat~d befor~ wri~,i· g the history of ~he 
Ambl r mills , s tHt ".)9 uu t ehe ia prepEu.~:L·ng u I.lHp on · j ... i ~h will 
he lo c1t 1 che ~xact sit.:oa o't· t.1~ mills and the mil.L r· C!'33 that 
ou lJli ed t.1ern i.i t:C. wat~r !or power . "the couroe is eaGily de­
fined i :n so :1e pl c~s , out uncer'tainti'=!a urise becauGe one rtlca 
i11 so. e cases suppli~d two or -vh::ee milla , and i n one c nse we 
thinK :::-eploced the nntu!'al course of the str um. '.i,'he 11up 11il.l 
so\. tbe country uS it uas uhen t!1; nills were al l i~i op rC:~t~on. 11 

Griat .~11 .ro . 48 , i n c. e cuu.:.·ae of y uro, lh·ss~d ~hrough 
th h·n a of tne Sheri".:·~· f .. ont,"or1.ry t.;vunty . rn 1822 i::, vma 
nold to l'eter Garn.::?r for ~?10 subj-<!Ct to the puyTJen~ o:f tl.e 
dover ri 1t of '"'usannu _13eaver , the widow of ,earnubas J~eav~r. The 
19 cr s i.n r.eiJ:'i>~:>naa as co 1 aini ng u omall grist mi 11. In 182? 
Garn r sold !.!.'le :.1i.ll · nd 18 acr~s for %1500 "A> }~enry p1·uner , a11d 
i n 1844 the rop"3r-:;y waG pu:::·ch, sed by Si1u:J GHrner, undaat a 
sheriff's oale it was ·oough": oy saJnuel r;ross . In 1847 J . r . 
Bakel· was appO'l.l''t~d 'by the court us guardi1 n to the lUilo~ chila.rcn 
o ~· tl.!U ~1 ro as and sta ~e 1.1 thR t r.he 1:1i 11 11 i s in a s·~<i te of 
Ciala pidation und decay 1 and >'ttB giv~n ~ ... e righ'!. to sell t: .. e surne. 
and the widow , E1izab•. t:: Groaa , hou, 't ~o t.lJ. ~ :)rop .r ty for 
$2200 . In 1849 o:..e di::1J0'39't of one-half ot· -v:l~ mill to Enos 
c• ti lm~gon , who ' l '"'o r9nt ~ ~he mi 11 . Ill 11.352 the 1i ll ;,as ugnin 
oold by ':. .. 1e c.1~ri1.fi. co -re1rJ Froedley. In 185•• John Levering 
H~i at purGh o~u :.h<? .aill , paying :;)2440 for 'tl.e sur'le . I n 1884 -:he 
m111 w·s i n op.ra"Vion and .ood repair. 

se:sw ill o . 40 \:as b:.1ilt upon 3o acres , plrot; of t::act of 
1 36 acres t .at :navi<i L;Unt i g sold i 1?6~~ "ju Abrahun Dttnnen~lOuer . 
The mill .. a a no~ b'..4i 1 t , hon~v~r, u n ;il after l ?98 , i n \7 ... lich 
year 1 e ry DUnnenho- ~r , 'tJ:le son of A'orahau, purcha s ~u the 35 
acreo . t n 1831 :IePry ::;ann~n110· er, S!". , sold t!.e ···; :till and 
t ract to John ::; . nannenho\. er, the d~ :!d a l so Inent~onino log 
vragons, hook bars, ~nd rnac .. ti.n~ry t'o::r the Tli.ll . A ro·•d l~ading fvom 
~he .. o rth ' ales •. ee ~ing House ~o p!11l delpl.Hl, paasr~d t.J.rou ?;h the 
land . on 1864 -r,he au mill was sold to George t1. . H.o lman for 
~45000 , •the n<?xt o· n~r was. e1ry :-i . Ro •:mberger, \lho in 1eo6 
sol to Jon<:' :..1~'11 Lukens, a lUI;lber 111.e:.~cb.ant , t.nd larg~ l a dp\.11e:: 
in th;t s~~ t~on . _·hoe do=d ~ ... ~n~~on aev<:!ra.L prlvileg'=S ";he buy•?l:' 
i s ";o enj.o,{, such as r'W1ni n~ l1io rul.l. r ue<:! D.l1tl l<:eeping t.t1e 
ch nncl a~ th~ \l issalJ.ic::.Con ~l~?<:meu, ao it tlo\.ed t rou:;h udjoining 
proper-vy . 'l'l'lia plant was 3 i'te~·uard ,,ned by Allen ~llOT:J.'J:J and wao 
O 'lll~d nth-= :ea~ };'O int ) te 'll saw rlilln . It \736 or. ~he turnpike 
north\ est. of· est 'Oint ave 1ue . 
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Mille Nos. 50 and ~1. 

This week•e Wissahickon Creek story is &onf1ned to two 
saw mills, which we have der-.~ignated Hils Nos. ~0 and 51. 

Tl:l~se plants were tp1i te small and not far frorl the source 
of the Wiasahic~on. Matthias Lukens• mill tNo 50) was on the 
Wissah:!1ckon east of North Wales and south and west of the 
present railroad in Gqynedd TownShip. 

~efore 1769 Lukens own~d the saw mill and an 80 acres 
plantation and wa s aleo taxed for the same as late as 1'774. 

~e fore 1 '783 Joseph Shoemaker, calling himself a sawye1•, 
owned the mill and 96 acres. Shoeuaker died in 1823 'i:1d his eOl'l, 
Jesse Shoemaker sold the placg to Elaanuel Stitle, a olacl,smith. 
rt is said that about this time John Pennypacker sawed logs 
here. The mill was demol.ehed nany y~ars ago. 

Uill No. 11451. . was in l~ntgom9ry Township of :r.:on teom~ry county, 
between Lane"'"' and !'ontgoraery Square. 

'rhe O!lly history of the mill that cgn be ~scovered is 
that Cadwal ader Roberts own~d a saw mill and 50 acret? plantation 
as related in the tax lists of 1769, 1774 and 1783. 

This article conplet~s the hiat~i~s of more than ftfty 
mills the t existed at various times in the Wiseah1ckon valley. 
The series st~rted in The suburban Press in its June 22nd 1833 
issue, ne~rly a year ago, and has appeared continuously in 
eaeh issue. 

The \'iri ter expresses hie thanks to A. c. Chadwick, Jr. 
for the enoou·ragement and valued assistance he has rendered 
th~ author in oomniling the narrative. 

3efo re closing we beg to mention several mills in the 
valley that we have not been able to lo~Jate. In 1783 George 
Bi ebing own~d in Whi,15pain 1I!KX Township an oil mill, located on 
a plantation of 200 acres. :Sisbing died in 1808, but th~ mill 
is not m~ntioned in the inventory of his es~ate. 

rn 1762 Hattias Tyson sold to valentine Rhearer, a wa 1. er 
grist mill 8%14 50 acres in Whitpain 'l.'ownallip. In 1769 and 1774 
Shearer was taxed for th e grist mill. HI! di~d in 1808 but 
furth~r trace of the mill cannot be found. 

In refer ~nce to the Sch~etz mill No. 31) we would mnlde 

11'1 

a correction. this mill was in Whitemarsh ~*'vnship, about a half 
mile about "8'lourtwon, ~nd west of the Bethlehem Pike. 

J~osee Hall built a grist mill here on a plot of ground con­
sisting o-.P 7g acres. before 1771. In ~bat y~ar he sold the some 
to Robert Waln. It remain~d in th e fru:1ily for many years and 
in 1812 one of the heirs, Ann-3 !l[organ, sold th1'3 mill and land 
to General He1"l ry Sch~etz (son of 1 e11ry schee tz sr.) who o'·med 
befo»e his d ~a th ~.ills Uos 34 and 35. And Daniel Hi,}tner. 'fhe 
same yearllitner sold his half interest to General Scheetz. 

The mi 11 t.he•' passed through the owBnrship of ..~ u•natl:an 
Wentz, John Shafer, Isaac Y~ok~e, Jacob DRy, Joseph j. com~y. 
Wi lliai!'l. ~'lbler ·md in 1895 was owned by Chalkley AJ.?.bler. 

The ruins and f.:>undatioYJ of the ml.ll still reraain, s.'l1.owing 
that at one time it was a large industrial nour and gri3 t mill. 

Finis. 

~U. of t~l f'oregQipg notes \V~r~ \vritten fro.1 the original 
handwritten nanuscrip t of J~r. !:a~3e, late in 193?, to prevel'lt 
the 1r1aterial which is con9ider~d TRluabl·~ fro 11 beint; loat. 

In the ti1~e til:=~t had elaps~d bet\V~en the printi':'lg of the 

. . , 
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stories in The suburban press, and th~ com)ilation of these 
notes in this typewritten fonu, ~several of the news­
paper clippings had be~n lost or uislaid. 

On the following pages are pasted the ~lippinge whi~ still 
exiat-3d, including the pictur-es which illustratl!d the articles. 
The clippings ~re t:!lerefore, dupli~ ~ tiO' ' S of the not~s llerein 
contained, but are added in order to preserve the the piotur~s 
which \Ter<? collected with conaider·:~ble trouble, 

·-·--·-- .. ~ . . . . . 
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