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Thomas Sully’s painting of Peler Robeson, 1748-1833, and also the

“Crag.” on Robeson’s Knoll, Sumac

weighing many tons, still resting on other rocks, near the northern ap-
proach to the City avenue bridge, along the East River Drive,

ROBESON

Park, This is a greal loose boulder,

| The Robeson And Vanderen
Mills of The Wissahickon

irial Venture at Mouth

Interesting Tale to Be Found in History of Ancient Indus-|

of Much-Storied Stream

By JAMES F. MAGEE, JR.

Sumac Park, a 500 acre tract of
land, was the southern part of the
oleven divisions of land granted 0
the first settlers of Roxborough
township. :

Robert Turner, a Quaker, nalive
of Cambridge, England, later “a
Linen Draper” of Belfast, was
with Willlam Penn and others, one
{of the Proprievors of the Provinee
'of East New Jersey, February 1sg,
| 16812,

“william Penn by ye grace of

God and King, Proprietor of ihe

|

| Province of Peansylvania, 20th day|

for firs month 1684° granved fo
"Robert Turner, 500 acres of land
{ called Bumac Park in Penn’s Manor
{of Springetis-berry (now Roxbor-
| oiielt) at a yearly rental of 1 shill-
ing for each 100 acre,
| A street in this section is now
named Sumac street, and the su-
|mae tree grows profusely on  the
| hills above the Wissahickon,
Robert Turner was also part own-
sr, in 1680, of William Rittenhouse’s
| firsy paper mill,
| On June 19, 1686, Robert Turner
leased for 101 years, 50%
along the Wissahickon to Joshua
{“Tittery, a broad-glass maker, and
'Richard Townsend, a millwright,
|late of London, the partners agree-

acres

3

ing to build mflls and im'p'rove the

property.
{ Richard Townsend embarked for
Pennsylvania in  the “Weleome!

with William Penn, and stated thabt
he brought with him the material
for a grist mill all ready to ereet,
also the mill stones.

| The grist mill, saw mill and
|dwelling were erected between 1686
jand 1688 gs vhey are mentioned in
(a deed of 1689 when the new own-
ers sold a third interest in the mills
and land to John Tysack, a broad-
glass maker, of London.

The grist mill with three palrs of
stones under one roof was 1o the
gouth of the Wissahickon (marked
Flour Mill on accompanying map) [
and the saw mill on the north. In
1690 and 91, the several partners!
sold the two mills and land 1o
Andrew Robeson, Sr., of Wesi New
Jersey, and Charles Saunders, &
millwright. o
| As the Robeson family for over
' |one hundred and fifty years owned

the mills, and the Robeson Man-|

ston 1s still standing, on Ridge aye-

nue, their biography ls of interest.|

Andrew Robeson, Sr., with wife
Elizabeth,
2nd, arvived in West New Jersey in

16767 in this same year Willlam}

and nephew Andrew,|

t%un eanv%e& to him one share
of the Proprietary rights in West
Jersey, He is mentioned In
deed as “late of London, Merchant,|
now of Clonmellin, Ireland.”

In 1699, the heirs of Andrew, 8r,
left most of his estate to his two|
brothers, Thomas and David, in
the Kinpdom of Scotland, so it is
probable that the Robesons were|
originally of Scoich ancestory,

In 1676, Andrew, Sr., was Sur-
veyor General of West Jersey and
in-1686 was appointed one of three
Surveyors to lay out the line divid-|
ing East Jersey [rom West Jersey. |
| He settled in the County of|
| Gloucesver and was one of the
sFlrst Council Proprietors of Wesk|
Jersey” in 1687. ) !

On June 15th; 1685, he purchased
from Thomas Rudyard 5000 acres|
of land in Pennsylvania, and in
1600 he removed t{o Philadelphia,
and in. 1693 became a member of
| the  Governor's Couneil. |

It 1601 Robert Turner sold 1o
Robeson and Saunders the remalin-
ing 449% sacres of Sumac Park.

Andrew Robeson, Sr, died In
1694, he, his wife and son Samuel,
were all buried in the Friends'
Burying Grounds at 3rd and Arch
streets, although they were mnot
Friends.

In 1696, Samuel Robeson, execu-
tor, sold his half interest in the
200 acres of western Sumiac Park,
and vhe mills to his cousin, Andrew
Robeson, 2nd. The 300 acres of
the ecastern séction were sold ol
Joseph and Benjamin Morgan.
In 1703, Sara Saunders, widow.}
wished to sell her half interest in
the 200 acres and mills to Andrew,
and, but the Court decided thak]
the 8 acres at the mouth of the
Wissahickon could not be divided,
so ghe retained her half interest Inl
the 8 acres but sold another 86
acres to Andrew, 2nd, At this dale
the Corn Mill and Saw Mill were
mentioned as “The Wissahickon
Mills," .

Of the twenty-five Colonial mmq-\
erected on the Wissahickon and ilsl
branches in Roxborough and Ger-

mantown Townships, but one bulld-
ing remeins today, .and that is the
famous mill builk on the above
mentioned 8 acres of land at the
junction of the Schuylkill River
and Wissahickon Creek. |

This mill was built before 1733
and then called the Wi ckon |
Grist and Bolting Mill, but before |
1748, it was known as ‘“tvhe Roxboro
Mill.” From 1703 until 1748, the 8
acres were owned jointly by the
heirs of Andrew Robeson, 2nd, and
Charles Saunders, The mill is first
mentioned in the will of William|
|Saunders in 1733, “A Grist Mill—
two pair svones under one I0of—
named the Wissahickon Mills
erected on 8 acres of land"” M
1748 the .mill was rented to Thomas
Tilberry, :

In a deed of 1752, an interesting
description is given of the Roxbore
‘Mill, now “Colony Casyle” the
headquarters of the Philadelphia
Canoe Club. “A - certain  Water
| corn, or Grist Mill, (being two grist
'mills with two pairs of stones under




OLD SURVEY MAPS AND FIRST WISSAHICKON RAILROAD BRIDGE
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Roxborough, Northern Lih':arty Lin

SECTION SURVEY OF 1850: ROXBOROUGH TOWNSHIP
¥ The western 200 aeres of the 500 acre tract at the
- mouth of the Wissahickon Creek. Note the position of the
~ Hessian redoubts. “William Penn, by the grace of God and
King, Proprietor of Pennsylvania.,” granted this land to
Robert Turner, on “the 20th day of the 1st month” 1683,
for an a.nnua.l rental of one shilling a year for each 100
- acres; . 500 acres called “Sumac Park” in “his manor of
Springettsbury, (afterward Roxborough township.)

OLD-TIME RAILROAD VIADUCT
Hobeson's Grist Mill, 1686-89. Showing {he Philadelphia_ Ger-
mantown and Nervistown railroad bridge, built in 1834, The first
locomotive passed over this bridge October 20th, 1834, running from
dth and Green sireets, to Manayunk, The passengers, ont on the upper
decks of the ears, are probably viewing wha{ Baedeker aptly termed
“the mimaturn Alpme gorge of the Wlssahlclmn."

Jezewly
\‘M 3
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SECTION SURVEY OF 1681
Section of Molmes' Map of Phils
adelphia county in 1681-1688, giving the

names of the eleven purchasers of land

in Roxborough Township, Robert Tur-
ner's grant was the lower one, and ecx-
tznded considerably below the Wissa-
hicken Creek. The four B.Itimuww-
mills were on the \'k:arls l.raet.




o e ey “Of the Stater an scHuyiku
‘Which 8 acres of land d, with consent Club, _ J
of former owner, was leff for Assembled under its fabled
necessary use of the said mills,
messuages, stables, mill house, Boli-
ipg Mills, buildings and improve-

(s

pany, to his eldest son, Andréw’ 3rd,
(1686-1740.) The latter married
Magdalen Rudman the daughter of
the Rev. Andrew Rudman the'
first minister of Swedes’ Gloria Dej

roof, :
And made the pile thefr hub.
And epicures, ‘round the fes-

ments, thereon erecred, dam banks,
water courses, mill race to said
mills, also a half aere on the west
+slde of the Dam of said mills, to
\take away enough sand and rock

to repair the sald mill dam or|

| dams."”

. At this time there was no road
leading into the hidden valley of
(the Wissahickon; a great mass of
rock formed a natural dam just
|above Ridge avenue. A mill race
over 500 feet long carried the water

acres,

h the mill and fed stream, €orn or grist mill,  bolting mills,

gnogletgelg?? t,t‘;a;m\;‘lf'?ssnhickon near | Joing with the Schuylkill’s il dam, ete. This mill was on
[the Schuylkill river. flow, the original Sumac Park tract, and
The part of the mill that con-/ Old Colony Castle conquers stood on the site of the Maple
tained the water wheel is now al Time, (Springs Hotel, in 1794, Michael

large cellar-like stone room under
the first floor of the Canoe Club.
Even in the last few years the
waters of the Wissahickon have
risen above the top of the wheel
room. From the Club House porch
at low water, can be seen a stone
in the middle of the creek marked
with a cirele. Tradition states thau
this stone was so marked by the
Indians to indicave that fishing
was very good in this locality.

0 U5, John Vanderen' pur- lni the buiiding before moving fo |gaBrs Was hurried to the bridge
chased the mill and 8 acres. its present quarters at Andalusia, ... C_Wissahickon. The Jager|
A. O, Chadwick, Jr, editor of

the Suburban Press, and historian
|of The Wissahickon Valley His-

torical Society, says:

“There is a legend of the Revolu-
tion connected with this Mill
Doane and his seven brothers, the
outlaws who terriorized the inhabi-
tants of Philadelphia sand Mont-
| gomery County by their despreda-
| tions, were said to have used the
old building as a rendezvous.”

And verses, penned by the same
writer, go on to say:

43 ok

“COLONY CASTLE”

2 1 General Knyp-
“Revelers gather within the . He'was n large land owner, - h:uuae_n: senf us word that the
Whlls, chasing over 100 acres al the Falls EPeMys left wing was beaten,

Of a structure old in years,

Which once vibrated with toil-

tive board,
Were wont to eat vheir fill,
Of fish, and fowl, and viands
rare,
In the old and vine-clad mill

“Though many years have run
their course,
It stands as though
new,

"twas

In use by water-loving youths
Who ply the lghl eanoe.
Where  Wissahickon's spring-

While mortals come and go.”

Mill was the first cut nail factory
in America, and also later the roll-
ing mill of Amos Jones, In the
Survey of 1850, it'Is called a Log-
wood Mill.

In 1869, the Mill and 8 acres were
purchased by the city and iz now
part of Fairmount Park. From
1877 to 1887, vhe famous “State in
Schuylkill” founded in 1732, oceu-

on the Delaware River, |
Now let us return vo the Robeson
Grist and Saw Mills on Ridge ave-
nue,

Andrew Robeson, 2nd, (1654-1719)
(married in 1685 Mary Spencer, She
5 burled in Glorila Del (Ol
Swedes') Chureh yard, Philadel-
‘phia, He was Judge of Gloucester
County, West Jersey, in 1692, and
Chief Justice of Pennsylvania

_frc_i’m 1693 to 1699. After 1702 hBI

lived near the mills av
Park, where he
eleven children,

Sumae
brought up his

of Sehuylkill, Later, on this land

Mr, Chadwick stutes that this |

Chureh,

sold the

‘and he owned Jointly
3.5 1418

interesy

An important

hue bridge

on October 4th, 1777,

Captain Ewald, of the Hessian
forees, gave the following sccoun
of the engagement, “The alarm o
| Washington's approach having been
|Elven a battalion of the German

Corps was atlacked by 4,000 men

(General
account- states

with four g pounders,,
Armstrong’s
had but 1500 men and
picces),

“So the Corps was forced to leaya
the bridge, but tool position on the
il oppesite and defended this Dposy
with its rifles against the Trepeated
jatlempts of the enemy to force i,
The enemies' four cannon played
constanily on the Jagers, while our
d-pounders could not reach the
‘enemy, Meantime the firing beeame
sirong  on  the
right wing, until ahout nine o'clock:

general and very

when Lieutenant

(Héreupon, Lieut.

Rittenhouse being the sole owner.

/ engagement  he-
(iween the American and Hessian
broops took place at the Ridpe ave-
and Vanderen Mills
during the battle of Germantown,

two field

Colonel

The heirs of Andrew drd, ih 1753,
Wissahickon Grist Mill

and Saw Mills, alss the Roxboro
1lls. to Henry Shellenburg, In
1755, John Vanderen bought the
three mills ang added considerable
adjoining property to this esyate,
Before 1772, Nicholas Rittenh
“The New
{helow  Hermit- lane), Ty
1763, Rittenhousce sold his half
to  Vanderen—ay

they

Von

was bullt the home of Dr. Wil {Wurnib attacked the bridge again
some sounds, : Smith, the firsy provasy :ﬁ n;?él fand drove the enemy  both irom|
40d e owunchl. of, meshing *{ [ Oniversity o Pentstvacia. fos| Ithire And frors the Opposite heights.
gears, St. David's Pishing Club; Powers |Under a heavy fite. As the attack
For the wavers, that pass its and Weightman’s Chemical plant, |Bad to be made through g long de-
aged doors, . and John and James Dobson's (€ the enemy had time vo refire.”
Were harnessed to drive the | mills; éNote position of the Hessian re-
wheels, In 1714 h oubts in the survey of 1850). The
For a miller, who ground the of iron ore ﬁaggrﬂlﬁﬂdnégﬂd?n;crg mills were considered of great value
garnered grain, : Berks County. His daughter Mag- | D% the British army, and vhat their
Orta. l:rrlght with his vensiled dalena, married Thomas PGE;B and) right wing was around. the Lukens’
steels. r ]

“An ancient heap of stones, Wis

Andrew and his son-in-law helped,
to promote the newly  developed
lron industry in that region. Hiz

mill, on

the Wingohocking,
their left on the hills above Van-
arews’ mill, is g coincidence,

and

for

true, | son, Andrew, both had been built by Richard
| But romantic tales are tolq._ | borough, andal";ir;n!t'?;::ﬁ‘i;eréh:n E:;j‘_' Townsend about 1686, L

Of events, enacted inside its rmess of the Wissahickon Mmﬁ Before 1786 John Vanderen was
rooms, | Judge Andrew Rob i the sole owner of four mills in
‘ By men who were brave and 'y wife, ailended ET;:]@' 2;,,‘;(,(‘;’,2{: Sumac Park: the Roxboro Mill,
Church, He died in 1719 and was the Grist and Saw Mills on Ridge
bold, \ nid- |[Puried in the church vard of the| |AVERUe, and “The New Mill" below
It served, one vime, as a Bwedish Chureh of st Gabriel’s | |[HOrmit lane. In this year he placed
. | e ieves, who |78r Douglassville pg, ‘| |A mortgage for 2500 pounds sterling,
For a crew of thieves, wh In 1706, a primitive rogq wasg lajd/ |°0 the mills and 200 vo 300 acres
planned fgh- | PUt from Robeson's Mills to the| [ land with Pefer Care, the owner
To make the wealthy nelg city following an old Indisn ath-{ |Of the Monastery Mill, at Kifchens
hors fear ) way ; ; PARI= L rgne, Lh", &
The Doane Boys outlaw band. A O ; | On June 6th 1798, the mills and

ermen, ko St ot '




fourteen adjoining pieces of prop-
jerty, in all 263 acres, for 5900
pounds sterling, subject to Pever
Care’s mortgage reduced to 2000
pounds. The land included the
western part of Sumae Park, Falls
of Schuylkill in Northern Liberties,
‘and 20 acres across vhe river in
Lower Merion township of Mont-
gomery County.

Peter and Jonathan were the
greatl grand sons of Andrew Robe-
son, 2nd. In 1795, The Duke de la
Rochefoucall, Liencourt, a French-
man, and Caleb Lownes, a brother-
in-law of Pever Robeson, set out on
horse-back from Philadelphia
through Ridge road to Norristown.
They were entertained at the Robe-
son Mansion and in his diary the
Duke gives the [first accounv we
have of the falls of the Wissahick-
on, 8s it was before 1826 when &
‘great mass of rock was removed,
| whage the Reading Railroad Bridge
now crosses the Creek, The diary
‘reads:

“The Wissahickon flows between
hills which are high and covered|
with wood. A fine waverfall of!
about 7 or 8 feel, and as broad as
the bed of the rivualet, supplies
Robeson’s Mill with more water
than would be required for running
many more mills, 1

“The hanks of the Rivulev bear a
wild and romantic appearance, and
the brook meanders in  the most
‘beautiful manner lhrough the
woods and rocks, {orms & grand yet
gloommy prospect, which catches and
delights the eye, and disposes the
mind to pensive reflection.

“Robeson’s Eslate consists of 250
acres; four oxén and two horses do
‘the work of the farm. He is a
skilled miller, .
| “The water from the Wissahickon
turns twenty-five other mills before
it reaches Robeson’s. The mill has
three separate mills, two for manu-
facturing and one for lhe publie.
He grinds yearly 45 to 50 thuusand|
‘bushels of corn, which is procured
tfrom Virginia and New York and
‘some from Pennsylvania. The mill
will hold 10,000 bushels of corn.
Six horses are continuously employ-

Bd in carrying meal to Phil::l.th:-l;:»hi:;u..l
and bringing back 'corn ir return. |

The water of the Wissahickon is
never frozen, nor does the mill ever
cease working."”

The water that ran the mill was
carried by a mill race that ran
from the dam thay is several hun-

arad feet above the present one at|

Ridge road.

In 1832, Fanny Kemble, the act-
ress, wrote of her horseback rides
along the Wissahickon, and of the
great beauty of the mill dam,
bridge, ete. I stopped for a long
time opposite the Wissahickon
Creek, The stone bridge with its

888 the Fiver w

ides vhe river waters, after receiv-|
ing this child of the mountaing into
their bosom, wound deep and bright
and still, the whole radiant with
the softest light T ever beheld,
formed s most  enchanting and
serene subject of contemplation®,

The bridge she describes must’
have been the Ridge avenue hridge
as the railroad bridge was not com-
(menced unvil 1833, and the dam
was not the artificial one we see
today,

Peter Robeson’s brother, Jona-
than, and his father, Jonalhan
Robeson, were all members of
Friends' Meeling. Upon the death
of Jonathan, his brother, Peter,
purchased his half-interest in mills
and lands.

In the early 1800's, Peter Robeson
built and gave vo his son, Andrew,
4th, as u wedding present, “Milver- |
ton" @ double dwelling with large
central hall, surrounded with un-
usually fine trees. It was afver-
wards known as the Riverside Man-
sion, a public hostelry.

Peter Robeson married, first,
Martha Livezey, daughter of Thom-
as Livezey, of “Glen Fern”, now the
home of the Valley Green Canoe
Club; second, Elizabeth Heath, also

grey arch, mingled with the rough
blocks of roek on which it rests,|
the sheey of foaming water falling
like & curtain of gold over the dam/
among the dark stones bhelow, on
whose hrown sides the ruddy sun-
light and glittering water fell like:
splinters of light, The brieht rich
tutled cedars breaking n the warm

of the Livezey family, she was an
able preacher in the Friends' Meet-
ing.

Peter Robeson died November
9th, 1833, and willed his mills and
lend to his sons, Andrew, 4th, and
Jonavhan,

Andrew Robeson, 4th, seflled in
New Bedford, Mass, and was a
manufacturer of cotton goods and
connected with the whaling indus-
vry. His sister, Oatharine, married
Dr. John Moore; a sister Sarah
married_Joseph Lee: and his Aunt
Margaret married Caleb Lownes:
and the daughter of the Lea’s mar-
ried George Minister. The Lees
lived at “Milverton” unvil 1845, and
fhe Ministers until 1880. After the

death of Pefer, the Lownes lived in
the Robeson Mansion,

About 1834, one of the relafives
of Peler Robeson made a black and|
white gketch from the Montgomery |
County side of the " Schuylkill, of
the mouth of the Wissahickon,
|showing the Roxboro mill, the long
|approach and wooden bridge of the,
| Philadelphia, Germantown and
Norristown R. R, To the left is?

' shown Milverton, with seven of the

Lea children on the porch. .

August 13, 1862, the Robeson
IMill was destroyed by fire. Al the
time it was owned by Andrew, 4th,
and rented to John and James
Dobson, who were making blug!
woclen clovh for the soldiers of the
Unfon Army, Shortly after this)
{the Dobsons purchased the proper-|
(ty and erected a large modern stone
woolen mill. It was in the center
of the present Wissahickon Drive.
In 18G9, the city purchased for
Fairmount, Park all of the Iand|
through which the Wissahicken
flowed, and removed the Dobson
Mill,

Fortunately, the Roxbore Mill
was left standing as a reminder of
the early industries and Colonial

| Days,
In closing let us refer again fo

W4

angd the superbly deslgnid rafiroad]
e perbly deslgnid

. L] v

It is very probable that a dwell-
ing was erccled on the site of (he
present Robeson Mansion, as early
A5 1689—a deed of that year men-
tions a building, grisv mill and saw
mill, A dwelling is again mentici-
€d in deeds of 1703 and 1733. Scull
and Heaps map of 1760 give the|
position of the dwelling just below
the Robeson Mill. The house I8

also mentioned in many other
deeds down vo the present time,
Another descendant of Peter

'Robeson drew a black and white

sketch in about 1834 of the Grist
Mill and Robeson Mansion;
front of the dwelllng 5 passing a
covered Conestoga wagon and, fo
the left is a large oak tree For|
over one hundred and fifty years,|
many of the Robeson famlly were|
born, lived, and died in the old|
homestead. |

In the early 1870'%, Mr. and Mg,
James Dobson resided there, I
was afterward sold and conducted
as The Highbridge Hotel, and Is
now known as Barnett's Gardens.
The dwelling has been greatly add-
ed to and modernized, but vhe third

story and hipped roof are the same

‘as it appeared in the sketch of just

100 years ago. Ll 5 '
The Philadelphia, Germantown
and MNorrsyown Raflroad B:'ﬁ,ﬁ
aver the Wissahickon, wns nﬂﬁ‘?l
tracted for September 25th, 1838

The first bridge was comploted 4
Oclober 1834, Regular traffic 10
Manayunk began October 20, 1834
The first locomotive and passenger
cars started from 9th and Geeén
streets. i\ |
The aceount of the first trip, a8
related in the Germantown T"iﬁi
graph, is as follows: E- |
“Oars at length approached -that
magnificent  structure over ' the
Wissahickon at Robeson's Mill,
The construction of this viaducy in
the firm and substantial manner in
which it appears to be built ly car=
vainly an extraordinary undertaks
ing; and has heen accomplished in
8 manner which has given entire
satisfaction .to the Railrond Coni=
pany. Heighl is about 70 fee
above the surface of the wate
und length 473 feet, and cost
construction abcut $30,000.”
The bridge was of wood with
trellis work frames on the gide
resting on stone piers. '
Exiract from Annual Report, No-
vember 1st, 1842:
“A tract of edgerall, supporied
upon continuous bearings of white
vak timber has been laid upon the
Wissahickon Bridge, together with
4 new floor of hemlock planks; and
that ‘important structure, about
which so much solicitude wag felt
has beeén greatly strengthened by
additional braces, by arches of
white pine in all the spans, added
on the outside of the laltice frames
and secured to them by screws-
bolts. This work has rendered the
bridge abundantly strong and a
Bood coat of whitewash _has im-
proved ivs appearance. e,
“On the afternoon of Augus




_arrangement  was
mMediately mnde with Mr. Stone

for the erection of a trestle-work
48 o 1emporary bridge. The whole
work was satisfactorily compieted
in thirteen days; and Iin nineteen
days the trains were regularly pass-’
Ing over the bridge, Proposals hav-
ing been invived for the construc-
tion of an Iron bridge. The bids
were few and exceedingly high
(Civil War times) owing to the in-
creased price of iron and the pres-
ent difficully of procuring it . . .
and instead passed a resoluiion
authorizing the ercction of a sub-
stantial wooden one.”

The present Philadelphia and
Reading Railroad Bridge was com-
menced in 1872 and proceeded
therewith vo build a double track
stone railroad bridge over the Wls-
sahickon Valley.

The bridge was completed in 1875
in time for the opening of the Cen-
tennial the next year.

In 1927, extensive repairs and re-
newals were made to the bridge and
in 1932, eleetrification was com-
| pleted. ! .

Locally this bridge is called *The
High Bridee” and in his manuseript
“Songs of the Wissahickon"—A. €.
Chadwick, Jr,, dedicated this verse
to the strucmre

| “PFive

arches,
| length
| Leap o'er the little river's vale,
|To form a roadway, high and
| strong, =hP
Bustaining on its floor, the rail
Which locomotives speed upon.
But beauty too is in each span,
And causes passers-by to praise
The genius of the human clan,”|

In “The Wissahickon Valley” by
Mr. F. B, Brant, he describes the
bridge as “A scene crowned by &/
magnificent span of arches worthy
ol & Roman gauseway.”

‘each of mulﬁng

William Rittenhouse, Senior,
(1644-1708) was born near Mnl-
heim, in 1678, he was a paper
makér in Amsterdam. We first

learn of him in Ameriea in 1687,
when he purchased 50 acres of
land in Germantown where the
Menhonite Church is now loeated.

He arrived with his two sons,
|N1{.h013.9 (Claus, Klass! and Gar-
rett, also daughter Elizabeth, who
married Heivert Papen.

In New York City, Nicholas Rit-

fenhouse married Wilhalming De-
wees, the sister of William Dewees,
who reected the second paper mill
in America on the Wissahickon,
near the Springfield Township line,
The marriage record stales thatl
Nicholas was, “A young man nf
Amheim, lving on the Delaware
River.”
| In 1889, Willam Penn granted
the 446 acre tract adjoining Sumac
[Park on the North to Richard
(Vickris;, (or Vicaris), of Chemagusz,
‘England; on thiy land the five
|Rittenhouge Mills were erected.
! Refore the coming of Penn 2
Pennsylvania the land in  which
|Roxborough and Germantown are
loeated was occupied by the Indmn|
lchlets—-usmshicken and Malebors

‘from the Chiefs all of ﬂheir
ﬁtle and interests. In  the lands
belwixt Manatunk (Schuylkill) and
Pemmapecka (Pennypack) so far
as the hill ecalled Consholiocken on
the River Manaiunk and from
there by a Northwest line to the
river of Pemmapecka., 'The con-
sideration paid the chiefs was: 150
fathoms of wampum, 15 guns, 15
blankets, 3 great kettles, 15 small
kettles, 15 coats, 15 shirts, 60 yards
duffils, 6 dmwing knives, 20-gim-
letts, 7 pair of shoes, 15 pair of
hto{.kmgs. 16 pair of scissors, 31
pounds of powder, 15 aules, 18
small glusses, 10 boxes, 6 capps, 3
papers of beads, and & paper of
red lead. The Treaty was with the
Lenni-Lenape or Delaware Indian
Tribe,

In deseribing (he five Rittenhouse
Mills we will number them as lol-
lows:

No. 5. Nicholag Rittenhouse, znd
Grrist Mill, 1746,

No, 6 William Rittenhouse, Bml,
Grist Mill, before 1772,

Ne. 7 Jacob and Abraham Rif-
tenhouse, Paper Mill, before 1760.

No. 8 Willliam Rittenhouse, Sr.
Paper MIill, 1£90,

Mo, 8 Henry Rittenhouse, Grist
Mill, 17561,

No. 5 and No. © were on the

Wissahickon and Nos. 6, 7, and 8,
on Paper Mill Run, called by "the
Indians, “Monoshone”

In this article we will give only
the history of the first paper gnill
in America (No. 8 and the Rit-
tenhouse dwelling now on Lincoln
Drive, near Ritlenhouse streel, (Au
a later date we hope to give the
history of the other four Ritten-
hotise Mills,)

In 1690, Samuel Carpenter owned
A part of the Vickris tract and 20
acres of this land he Ieased for 899
years at a yearly rental of 5 shill-
ings and one pepper corn to Rob-
ert Turner (of Sumae Park), Wil-
llam Bradford (First Printer in
Pennsylvania) Thomas Tress and
William = Rittenhouse, Sr. The
agreemenl, wag that they should
erect a paper mill,

The 20 acres ran from the Wis-
{sahickon, in Roxborough, 110 perch
fo the Germantown Line, and 35
perch on this line, which Included
both sides of Paper Mill Run.

This  partnership of Willlam
Rittenhouse, a  practical -paper
maker, and Willlam Bradford, the
first prlntcr in Philadelphia,

in-

sured the success of  the Infant
industry.

It was agreed that Bradford

should each year receivé a certain
guantity of writing printing and

blue r for his excluslve use.
In lsg%p‘l_:\e was to have all the
rinti
gt t,elr;s yg:?; at ten shillings per
ream.
A quaint doggerel by John
Holmes, 1693, mentions the mill:
“The paper mill is here hard

by. t

And makes good paper fre-
quently.

Kind friends when thy old
shift is rent

Let it Eo the paper mill be
!Bﬂ "

: Richard Frame, prlntad b}'

i‘}lh’i;m , h% ord, in 1692:

| Nicholas, Sr., in 1734,

r made for a period;

great and violent storm visited
'Paper Mill Run, and washed away
/the bridge and conerete walls of

-.othar three pwnera aoid uut their

keeps the |
~ second Trade aliye.”

“Without the first, the second
cannot be,

The first 'I’nuie

Therefore, since they two
can so well agree
Also when on our backs it is
well worn,
Some of the same remain
ragged and Torn, |

Then of those Ragg our paper
it is 1ade,
Which in process of time
doth waste and fade,
So what comes from the Ea.rth.-
appeareth plain,
The same in Time returns to
earth again.”

Ahout 1700 the paper mill was
washed away by a great {freshet,
this was during t.ha second visit of |
William Penn to Philadelphia, A
certificate in  his = handwriting
states that  Willlam Rittenhouse’
and Claus, his son, part-owners of |
g paper mill, had sustained a va_;__'-yl
heayy loss by a violent and sudden
fiood, which carried away the said
mill, with a considerable quantity
of paper, materiagl and tools, where-
by they were reduced to greal dis-
tress, and therefore it is recom-
mended to such persons as should
be disposed to lend and to give t}p}

| WATERMARKS _“l_'

made from' orif
watermarks in Rittenhouse pﬂ.pp!‘“
The “WR” was used hefore waﬂ

Tracing

liam, Sr's. death in 1708. 'ﬂm
“KR"” with the cloverleaf, was
used by Klaas (Claus or Nicholas)
Rittenhowse on paper used for the
“American Weekly Mercury” in
1719, The “JR” and “HR" were
trade marks after the death of

sufferers relief and encouragement
in their needful and commendable
employment as they were desirous
to set up the paper mill agaln,

William Penn generously headed
the list of subscribers with a con-
tribution of 25 pounds.

It is interesting to know that last
month, August 24th, 1833 another

the run, between the Rittenhouse
dwelling and where Mill No. T oncd
stood.

The paper mill was rebuilt
about the same location. An in-
denture of 1705-6 states that the

and 20|




] 'benhmﬁe. during h
‘a three-guarter interest J;u ﬁie mﬂi{
to his son Nicholas, and upon his
‘death in 1708, (he died intestate)
his son Pecame sole owner.

David Rittenhouse wrote that’
“Fop the . Manufacturing of the
paper in the mill ‘they carried the

from School House Lane (earlier
called Robeson’s Mill Road) and!
returned the paper in hampers in
the same manner, The r1a wer2
brought from Philadelphia, in carts,
and the paper returned to the City”

The exaci location of the 4]
paper mill of 1690, and the one that '
replaced it in a.bout 1702 at the
same place is determined from oid
deed.a and surveys. It was built 330,
\faet above ihe present thtenlmu%m

dwelling along Linegin Drive, on
the onpoaiw gide of Paper Mﬂl Run,

'cm a tract of land marked RE 2|
iacres on a survey of William Rit- |
tenhouse, 2nd, (Oldest Son  of|
Nicholas, 8r, made in 1773, This
lob wus south west from the Ger-

mantown line including Paper Miil
Run and the mouth of the little
istream lhat runs from' the south
‘side intp Paper Mill Run. The first
paper mll dam was just below this
(Juncture about 116 If, above !
first paper mill, west of the 9 1-2
acre lol was an 8 1-2 acre plot
(marked Jacob Ritienhouse (1722-
i1811—here was his paper mill No.
|7 built before 1760. To the seuth
‘of this, was a 14 1-4 acre traci,
marked Nicholas Ritlenhouse 2nd
(1719-1787) u which was erected
in 1707 the Rittephouse dwelling.,

There was never a paper mill ::mi
this 14 1-2 pcre lot, many writers|
{claim that the stable or smoke
|haus.t= near the Ritterhouse dwell- 1
|ing was the first paper mill, but!
'this is mot correct.

| Nicholas, Sr. (1666-1724) increased
the production and quality of the
'paper manufactured and both the
“American Weekly Mereury,” Phil-
‘adelphia, 1719, and “New York
Gagzette" 1725, were printed upon
paper ahewtng the water mark of
Nicholas. We reproduce a  tracing
from the “Mercupy,—on one sheet
was the clover leaf and on the'oth-
er the initials K, R, (Klaas Ritfen-
house) The other water mark W. R.
Is from “Historyof Paper Making”
by Weeks.

In the possession of the writer
there 15 a plece of paper marked
“H R.” (Henry Ritténhouse, died!
17681 dated 1745 He must bave had
an inter in Mills Nos. T or 8,
'betorq he built {he Red Covered
IBridge Grist Mill (No. 8) in 1751.
| Nicholas, Sr., died in 1734, he will-
{ed the 20 acres and old paper mill
it his eldest son, William, 2nd.

Willlam, 2nd., (1691-1744) owned
at different times over 220 ocres in
the Vickris and Jannet traects.

. In all deeds of transfer he calis
'himsell a paper maker, asdoeﬁhl.n
son Jucob, the other three ' sons,
‘Henry, Nicholas 2nd, and Abraham
iwere also named paper makers, un
tik they built their Grist
. Banjnmm B'mnklin dipiamlt-'- -
ventor, ambe nd ho: of

mgsinbagsonthebacksafhors&sr'

Location of First Paper

Upper:
Mill in America, on Paper Mill
Run, 330 feet above the Ritten-
house dwelling on the Lincoln
Drive, but on the opposite side of
the little stream. The mill was
built in 1690; washed away in a
freshet, 1700; and rebuilt the fol-
lowing yzar on the same spot.

Lower: The first dum, providing
water for the mill was abont 20
feet in front of the liltle wooden
" bridge shown above, and about 100
feet above the old mill, A rzceway
conveyed the water to the mill.

[AMERICAN scmm'nqﬂ|

DAVID RITTENHOUSE
Mathematician, astronomer, sur-

veyor and first Director of the
United States Mint, who first saw
the light of day in the accompany-
ing pictured litlle house which

still stands on the Lincoln Drive in
Roxborough. Tha likeness, printed
sbovz is a repmdqcﬁon of s!eel
. ing made from a Cha

il Ne. ﬂm ‘Paper ‘Mill
No. i We suppose the OId Mill be-
‘came out of date, and the new more
modern mill No, 7 was buflt. 1

Affer the deathg of Nicholas, Sr.
in 1734, the papsr mill or millg,
were, continued by sis son, William|
2nd, .and grandsons, Jacob, Nich-
.alas, Henry and Abrsham. Jacob
|was the only cne who remained a
| paper maker, the water mark used
was the clover leaf, J. R. He was &
member of the Minute Men of 1776
a generous contributor to the Men-.
nopite Chureh and a prominent
eitizen,

l November 21, 1760, William 2nd,
lsold to his sons Jacob and Abm«
[ham 18 acres of land (old papek
mill lot of 9 1-2 geres and mill No.
7 tract of 8 1-2 WS)

The old yearly mtexev.t on; grdl,md
renj of 5 shillings and ong pepper’
eorn was o be pdid fto the nels
of Bamuel Carpenler now for enfy!
920 years.

The deed mentions the old
{paper mill and in several ather
iplages mills---they were also to
have the water rights of the two
small streams running into the
9 1-2 acre lot they wers also o
have the privilege of cleaning out
and keeping up the heighf of the
water as it always had been, and
when there was more than enough

ter to run the mills, the owners

w' were to have enough wa.teq
to flocd the meadows. The 18 acres
were a part of the original 20 acres.

In 1769, Jacob was assessed rorl
paper mill and 30 acres, Abrabam
for paper miil and 30 acres. In
1783, Jacch, Paper Mill and 31 acres,
In 1785, Jacob and Abrasham sell|
the § 1-2 geres cottaining the old
papr mill to Willlam Rittenhouse,|
3rd, but the decd specified that
Jacgh was to retaln the ald paper
mill with land upon which wadbulll
alse privileges to pass and  repasy
right of mill dam, mill vace, also
rights of the two small streams
runging into’ Paper Ml Run.v

A deed of 1815 bLaL@s [

'dam for the Mill was Lo the N. Wi
of where the two, small. stmam|
ran into Faper Mill Run,
The illustratien of the “Dam Bf
the Rillenhoyse Paper Mill on
Paper Mill Rur, near mttunheu,se
Tcwn in Roxhorough 'I‘ownship’ |
was uuhu.lxed in Dockwood's trade
| Journal

Mills T and 38, also Henry ees'
jplant, were tne only paper n in
|Rnxbomugh or Germantown town-
|ships during the Revolution when
there was such s great shortese of
| B&per.
{_In July 1775, the paper makers af
Fhiladelphia County wrote
Commitice of Safety, “That if
the Paper Makers,
prentices, and Journeymen wlt, \
the ages aforesaid ( 16 to 50 shoul
now leaye the trade mnd follow
camp, then all the paper mills
Fijladelphia County, making B‘&w'
majority, of the Paper Mills of this
continent must immediately be shuf
up and of course, In a few weeks,
B piiot stfises, evi sammé




"

horn,
["Township Line, and i what is how
‘adelphia,

Dwelling which still stands between the Lincoln Drive and Paper
Mill Run, in the Wissahickon Valley, in which David Rittenhovse was
1 /This house ocenpies a sile west of tha

original Roxborough
the 21st Ward of the City of Phil-

Pennaylvania be detained from pro-
ceeding with the Associgtors to New:
Jerzey, gll offices of this State are
required [0 pay stricl rvegard to
same,”

| The American Philasophical So-
| clety offered a prize of 25 -pounds|
Sterling, 1o the peérson who eollected
| the greatest quantity of linen rags
lor the paper mills, in order to £x-
gite them to greater diligence.

Jacob died in 1811 without issue!
and Haoch and Samuel, the suns|
of his brolher Abraham, inherited
the Mill. Enoch Ritténhouse (ied
In 1856 and the Mill, or a least the
Mill 8ite, passed into the hands of
hiz cousin Peter Rittenhouse, Afier
1880, the twenty acres was purchas-
ed by ke Park Commossion. We
wonder if they still have to pay the
heirs of Samuel Carpenter, the
yearly rental of 5 shillings and one
pepper corn on the old ground rent
for another 747 years. |

Two other descendants of (hs
first paper maker, Martin and W.|
H. Nizon, through their grandfather|
Martin Rittenhouse, were until
comparatively recent the owneis of
the largest paper mills in Mana-
yunk.

“History of Paper Manufacturing|

Weelks, gives an interesuving account|
of the paper indusiry of the firsc|
mill and as it was in ihe United
States in 1816,

“Aliogether there s an amazing
eomparison between the solifary
Rittenhouse Mill of 1690, worth a
few hundred dollars, emplopinz
thres men, produging annually, per-
haps; fifteen hundred reams of pa-
per and supplying only the needs
of a small community and, ay the
other end of the line the zreat
business of the twenlieth century.

The seven hundred esvablishments
of 1916, with paper and pulp mills|
:_gf)raauntecl an investment in capi-
fal of mote than $550,000,000; em-
lquyh}g_ 100.000 persons; a daily ca-
pacity of aboub 20,000 tons of T

in the United States" 1916 by L. H | |

and annually vroduced to yhe vahie
lor nearly $350,000,000.”

[ The Rittenhouse dwelling on Lin-
| coln Drive, puilt by W. C. R. (Will-
iam and Claus) in 1707, is still
standing, and it was there that Da-
vid Rivtenhouse was born in 1732

William, Sr., and Nicholas, Sr.,
lived and died there - the Iatter in
1734. William willed his entire es-|
tate to his eldest son, William, 2nd,
(1691-1774). '

In 1746, he sold the dwelling and
14 i-4 acres vo his son Nicholas,
2nd, and in 1802, his son Martin
purchased the same, but in fhese
deeds there is no mention of a Mill
on this lot .

After 1880, the Park Commossion
nurchased vhis land.

In 1769 Philadelphia County in-!
cluded the present counties of
Chester, Delaware and Montgom-
Ery. ‘

A tax st of tha

year records

1317 mills run by water power from

the stream  emplying into the
Schuylkill and Delaware rivers in
the old counly ¢f Philadelphia,

They were paper, saw, grist, oil,
(flour, fulling and powder mills, Of
these 169 were in Chester, which
included Delaware County; 96 In
Montgomery County, and 52 in the
present county of Philadelphia.

As the story of the first (Ritten=
house—No. B) paper mill has al-
ready been given to readers of this
paper, we will continue with the
other Rittenhouse mills, Mill No.
5 was that of Nicholas Riftenhouse.
It was the second grist mill built
in 1746, and located on the east
side of the Wissahickon Creek,
‘erected on a low strip of land
about four hundred feet above
the recently erected Henry avenue
bridge,

‘On the opposite side a great
mass of rocks and trees ascended
the hills for more than 200 feet,

mill, and In 1767 his heirs sola

(In 1785 N. Rittenhouse =old

the ravine, was the great promon-
tory known as Lovers’ Leap, with|
Its fabled Tndian superstitions
and Colonial tradition,

Below Lovers' Leap. was the
Hermits® Glen, where Kelpius and
his  followers practiced their
strange religious beliefs.

On June 4th 1746, William Rit-
tenhouse. 2nd,'the grandson of the
first papermaker, sold to his son.
Wicholas \2nd, also a papermaker,
who married Catherine Nice, 44 1-2
acres of land beginning at the Su-
mac Park line and extending up
the Wissahickon to include the
mouth of Paper Mill Run. In the
same year Nicholas 2nd. sold a
half inferest in 32 acres of this
land to M. O. Hogermeed, 8r, a
wheelwright, who puilt the grist

the half Interest to Nicholas 2nd.
the
mill to his =on, Martin, for 2000
pounds sterling. In a survey of
1772 the mill is drawn as a three
story building, with a mansard
roof. It was the largest of the five
Rittenhouse mills at that time.
Nicholas Rittenhouse’s mill road
ran from mnear the Rittenhouse
dwelling on Paper Mill Run, down
the creek nearly to the Sumac
Park line. About 160 feet below
this line was Mill No. 4, built by
Nicholas Ritienhouse and John
Vandaren in 1772, and called “the
New Mill" but the road did _not
extend to the mill. In 1774 Mar-
tin Rittenhouse was taxed for a
grist mill and 18 acres of land. If
may be that he rented Mill No.

|eight tenement houses,

7, which belonged to his Uncle
Jacob, as that mill was on an 18
acre tract. In 1797 Martin sold
the mill to his brother, Nicholas
third.

In 1864 Nicholas 3rd and other
heirs, sold Mill No. 5, which had
bheen altered into a three-storied
woolen factory. with mansion and
and nine
acres of land, to Sarah Greenwood,
In 1873 this woman sold the mill
and lands which included a fire-
ruined factory, to the Fairmount
Park Commission. for $42,500. The
Greenwood mills had been de-
stroyed by fire on June 24th, en-
tailing a loss of $20.000.

Mill No. 68 was built by William,
Rittenhouse 2nd, before 1772. In
that year he sold the grist mill and
ten acres of land on Paper Mill
Run to his sons, Jacob and Abra-
ham Rittenhouse. It was below
the building properly marked as
the birthplace of David Ritten-
house, which still stands along the
Lincoln Drive, and about 350 feet
above the mouth of Paper Mill
Run. ;
| In 1785 the brothers sold the mill
to a W Rittenhouse, with
\wife Ann, and in 1789 these iy
turn sold the property o.another
willlam Rittenhouse, with wife
Margaret. In 1811 Mabthew M;;
Connel], a paper maker, bought
the mill, when it became o Daper
mill. The next owner was Philip
H. Nickel, a_book seller. This was.

1/0/




OLD-TIME SCENE ALONG THE WISSAHICKON CREEK | \"J

REo BrivGE
¢s OLD HoWE

Rittenhouse dwelling and covered wooden bridge over the Wissahickon Creek
d : . . , at the foot of old Shur'
_l::rlc, as it appearcd abc:nt 1845. The building has bee n removed and the span replaced by a meodern 'r..r.::uxl:vji
‘;1 one structure by the Fairmount Park Commission, an d that part of Shur's lane—onee known alse as Ritten-
ouse sireel—abandoned since the erection of the Walnut Lane Bridge connecting Roxborongh and German-

towmn.

in 13, on July 2nd 1853, James
Lord, Jr., bought the ten acres of
land and the mill. In 1864 he|
sold the factory and outbuildings
to Holmes Ammerdown, of New
York City, for $75,000. The fol-
lowing year title passed to E. H.
Ammerdown. This ineluded the
factory buildings and tenements.
In 1872 the Commissioners of Fair-
moun{ Park purchased the prop-
erty for $115.000.

Mill No. 7 was a paper mill onl
the 8 1-2 acres just across the Pa-
per Mill Run from the birthplace
of David Rittenhouse. Ii was sold
by Willam Rittenhouse 2nd. paper-
maker, to his sons, Jacob and
Abraham, on November 21st 1760.
In 1712 Uacob was the sole owner,
He lived to be nearly 80 years of

age and died in 1811 without is-
sue, He willed the mill to Enoch
and Samuel, the song of his bro-
ther, Abraham Rittenhouse. It is
|said that the mill was rented at
|one time by Jacoh Markle a paper-
|maker—from whom Markle sireet,
in Roxborough receives its name—
who had married the widow of!
Isaac Rittenhouse, a brother of|
Jacob. |

In 1855 Encch willed the mill—|
Ithen a woolen factory rented to
Alexander McKell and brothers—
to Peter, a son of his cousin, Peter
Rittenhouse.

An oil painting shows the milk
to be a three story building with
mansard roof, as it was before be-
ing demolished by the Park Com-
missioners, after they had pur-
chased it in 1891, |

Mill No. 9 was the Henry Rit-
tenhouse grist mill, Henry was &
gon of Willinm Rittenhouse 2nd.
The mill stood on the Wissahickon,
|Creek, neap the old Rittenhouse

coverad bridge, which has since|
beenreéplaced by the handsome|
Blue StongBridge, at old Ritten-
house stroet.

Henry Rittenhouse built the mill
in 1751, but before this date he is
mentioned as @ papermaker. He
had a wife, Mary. and six children.
The date-stone of the mill, is now
possessed by the Germantown His-
torieal Society, and reads, "built in
1751, emarged in 1787, rebuilt by
Nicholas Rittenhouse 1858, In
1768 a road was confirmed {from
Henry Rittenhouse’s mill, joining
Holgate's mill road, thence up the
hill to Roxborough. Later the road
became known as Abraham Ritten-
house's mill road, then Rittenhouse
street, and just before its aband-
onment, “Shur’s lane.”

Henry died in 1769 his estate
was taxed for a grist mill and 33
acres, ales, In 1783 for the  same
mill and 30 acres. After this date
the mill 'was sold to his brother,
Abrgham (1723-1815) who lived to
be 92 years of age. He in turn
willed the property to his three
sons, the eldest son, Enoch, after-
ward purchasing the shares of his
jtwo brothers. Enoch, afterward
|purchasing the shares of his two
b 5. wiEnoch left the mill to
' "sen. Nicholas 4th who rebuilt
the mill

The red covered bridge, with the
dam just below, the old mill with
the dwelling close by, made a very
attractive scene, which is partly
seen in the Illustration which ac-
companies this article.

The Park Comiission purehased
the mill and 26 acres for $48,000
in 1873,

A. C. Chndwick, Jr, editor of
“The Suburban Press.” kindly loan-

ed me a copy of “The Riversons’™
a novel written arfound the memb-
ers of the Rittenhouse family, by
8. J. Bumstead, 4 one time pastor
of the Fourth Reformed Church,
Roxborough, which was published
in 1892. The story i€ an old time
love romance, deseribing the mill
road, the nearpy = Rittenhouse
|dwelling and the red covered bhridge
|as they were in 1845, A great
many families of Roxborough and
vieinity are woven into the fabrie
of the tale, with thelr amusemonts,
pleasures and trials, all told in &
mogt interesting manner.

A young girl, ,Marian Riverson”
—or Rittenhouse—lives In (he
dwelling near the grisy mill. She
is the daughter of “Colonel River-
son,” the former owner of the
mill. Upon the death of the
grandfather. it was found that he
had left his family a very small
estate. One chapter is entitled
“Marian Finds More Gold and a
Lover”

The girl is a somnambulist and
in the morning upon awakening
she finds in her pockef several gold
pieces. This occurs quite often
and to stop the gossip of evil-
'minded persons suggests that she
obtains the money dishonestly, her
fiance follows her. as she leaves
her home at midnight., Marian
enters the old mill and descending
to the lower floor, removes a stone
in the wall and takes out a hand-
ful of gold, and places it in her
pocket replaces the stone and re-
turns home,

In the morning Marion, her
family and lover, go down to the

Imilt- and discover the hiding plafe|

of the Colenel's $20.000 in gold. 8o
many banks had failed that he
placed the gold in the mill for safe
keeping. |

After solving the mystery of the
gold pieces the lovers were mar-
ried and as all story tellers put if,
[“Uived heppily ever after” .




50 tar we DAvE glven some or yne
histoty of the mills on the lower
Wissabickon st Paper Mill Run,
and so will now continue with
Mills No. 10 and 11,

Concerning Holgate's Fulling Mill
(No, 10) which was in existence
abouf 1700; John Jannett, one of
the original purchasers from Wil-
liam Penn, in his manor of Spring-
ettsbury (now Roxborough) bought
200 acres of land in 1683, which
was palented to him in 1685,

The tract adjoined the Vickris—
Vicaris—plog on the north and ex-
tended from the Schuylkill river to

the Germantown line, across what}t

8 now the central part of Roxbor-
ough. The Wissahickon ereek ran
about 1250 feef through the prop-
erly, the southern line crossing the
atioried stream about 750 feet
northwest of the .present Blue
Btone bridge at old Rittenhouse
street.,

In old records it is stated that
on the “16th day, 8rd month, 1698
Jannett gold the 200 acres to Mat-
thew Holgate. He came from Eng-
land, sailing on the “Rebecca)”
Irom Tiverpool, and arrived in
Philadelphia on the 31st day, 8th
month, 1685, with his daughter,

Mary. Shortly after arriving he!
erected a fulling mill (used for re-|
moving the oil and grease from
raw wool) said to be the first in
Pennsylvania, on the west bank of
the Wissahickon near where the
present Walnut lane bridge now
|spans the Creek. A. €. Chadwick,
Jr.,, of the Suburban Press states|
that the indentations of an old log
bridge support, can still be seen in

In a survey of 1772, the mill is
drawn as a two-storied building
with a peaked roof,

The Holgales were for four
generations (Matthew. Sr., Mat-
thew Jr., John and William) own-'
ers of fulllng mills on the Wissa-
hickon and Cresheim Creeks.

In 1720 Matthew, Sr, conveyed
1100 meres and the mill to his son,
Matthew, Jr, y

In 1729 a petition was presented

to the Court, asking for the con-
firmation of a road passing the
mill. “There has &gn for many
years a road leading from Ridge
road over a ford on the Wissahick-
on called Holgale's Ford, running
up over the hills to Germantown.
The said roud by long experience
has been found very convenient
and necessary to sald inhabitantz”
Again In 1768 ‘road over the Wissa-
hickon to Holgate and Snyder's
fulling and leather mill, through
Holgale's land and road leading to
Henry Rfenhouse’s mill to Rox-
‘horough.”

Part of the ruing of the Holzate
iinill were standing in 1860 and at
this point, there was onee a much-
used road which was at the time a
direct highway between New York
and  Baltimore, Traces of it ecan
still be seen on the top of the hill,

In 1762 Malthew Holgate, Jr.,
conveyed the mills and land to his
son, John, who sold malf an inter-
est  to Christian Snyder, a skin
dresser. In 1768 John Holgate was
flaxed for a fulling mill end 130
acres and in 1774 for the same and
146" neres and in 1779 Holgate and

|Snyder for the fullinig mill,

Christian Snyder also conveyed a
fulllng mill and grist mill with 36
aeres in Germantown in 1769. In
1782-83 the mill was sold to Wil-
liam Rittenhouse 3rd, and In 1783
he was taxed for a fulling mill and
ten acres, In 1784 William Ritten-
house sold the mill to Abraham
Rittenhouse who changed it fo a
grist mill. At this same time Abra-
ham also owned the Red Covered
Bridge (No. 9),

By will he leff the mill to his
three sons. one of whom Jacoh,
became sole owner in 1817. After
this date the height of Lhe mill
dam for the mill No. 9 was raised
so thai Mill No. 10 was deprived of
water power and the sile was ren-
dered useless,

William Holgate, the son of John
in 1770, purchased from the heirs
of John Conrad, the fulling mill on
Cresheim Creek and in 1804 it was
transferred to Jacob Holgate,

We have designated John Gor-
gas® grist mill, as Mill No. 11. It
dates from about 1747.

It stood on a site that is most

[paper mill, s phe

romantie, historical mnd interest-
ing. On the hilltop above it,  was
the Monastery built by Joseph
Gorgas, before 1752. The baptisms

of the Dunkards took place in the
Wissahickon near where the pres-
‘ent Kitchen's lane bridge crosses
|the stream. Before 1860 a lovely
old red-covered bridge stood here,
‘and in 1844 Edgar Allen Poe wrote
|that his favorite approach to the
Wissahickon was “down the lane
from Ridge road” in this section.

the natural boulders at this point.| This is now Roxborough avenue,

|but has had many names since it
was first opened. :Here Poe re-
ceived the ingpiration to write his
“Morning on the Wissahickon,”
and here, while “floating In a skiff
on the bosom of the Wissahickon"
he wrole the story of the|elk,

Just below the Gorgas! Mill was
“Mom Rinker's Rock" upoh which
John Welsh erected and gave to
the Fairmount Park Commission
“Toleration,”_ the noteworthy sta-
fue of Willlam Penn, which when

the foliage disappears Irom the
treeg can be readily scen from atop
the  Walnut lane bridge, on the)
eastern hills.

It is recorded that on !"the 25th
day, 2nd month, 1684, William
Penn sells to Francis Fincher, 500
acres of land. Mary the widow,
disposes of 200 acres to Thomas
Hill, in 1687. He sells the same In
1691 to Weckard ILevering” In
1701 Levering transferred 160 acres
to Peter Conrad whose son John
sold it te Benjamin . Shoemaker,
and in 1746-47, 27 acres passed to
John Gorgas, Jr., a skin dresser of
Germantown,

On November 27th 1747, Gorgas
with his wife Mary, sold a quarter
interest each to Michael Pelsner
and Jacob Simon, millwrights of
Lancaster County. These built the
grist. mill.

John Gorgas, Jr, was a
grandson of William Rittenhouse,
Sr, who buill the first paper mill,
through his son, Nicholas Ritten-
house, He was also a grandson of
Wilhelmina Dewees, eister of Wil- |
liam Dewees, who built the second!

grandfather, Nicholas, = |

The Gorgas Tfamily owned in
part or entire, at different times,
Imore than six mills on the Wissa-
(hickon and its tributaries. John,
Sr., in 1713 purchased a quarter
interest. in the second paper mill
{he and William Dewees, on about
the same location., Im 1728 he
started manufacturing of a paper
recembling asses’ skin, from @
species of rotten stone. Probahbly
an early asbestos product, or sim-
ilar to it, Joel Munsell in his
“History of Paper Making,” Fifth
Edition. states that this was the
third paper mill in the Colonies,
Before his death in 1741 he builk
and owned a fulling mill on Cre-
sheim Creek. His son, John Gor-
gas, Jr, owned a grist mill and an
oil mill on Oil Mill Run, which
empties into; the Wissahickon atb
Gorgas lane, thifp is also above

‘Mill No. 1L L .

There is Gorgas street, in Ger-|
mantown, and Gorgag lane in Rox-
borough, and also the Gorgas Park,
adjoining the Roxborough High
School., which was presented to the
residents of that section bv the late
|Susan Gorgas, and the Dr, Gorgis,
who coniributed so much to the
success of the building of the Pan-
am@a Canal, who is said to be a de-
scendant of this great family. Yet
there has never been wrillen a
complete history of this interesiting
family,

In carly days the Gorgas’® were
members of the Mennonite Meet-
ing but later joined the Dunkard
or Seventh Day Baptists. In 1741,
Mary, the sister of John Jr., was

living in the monastery at Ephrata, |

in Lanecaster County, when the
Brotherhood of Dunkards eslablish-
ed their famous paper mill and
printery. John's {hree  brolhers,
before 1748 followed their sister.
Benjamin and Jacob were paper
makers, and) Joseph a skin dresser.
They resided in the Brotherhood
seltlement. 5

Joseph Gorgas returned (o Rox-
borough and in a deed of 1759, it

is stated that before that date,
Joseph Gorgas (brother of John,
|J1'..) had erected at his own cost
and expense a three storied slone
[building. This building was (h#
Mouastery, erected on a two-acre
tract, part of the 27 acres. We
suppese this two acres was tha site
of the old John Gumre homeslead.
In 1752 John Gorgas. Jr. sold his
haif interest and Simon, and the
Widow Pelsner. their quarier in-
tergsts, in the two acres and thred
steried building to Joseph Gorgas.
At this time Joseph was the leadep
ef a group of Dimkards, or BSey-
enth Day Baptists, ‘who heid|
their religious meelings in  bhis
Monaslery, |

The Gorgas Mill was operated by
water power from a small stream:
running into  the Wissahickon
above Kilchen's lane hridee. !

In 1752 Joseph bought a guarier
interest in fhe grist and saw mill
and also 83 acres of land. in 1750
he ‘bought, his brafher Jehn's halfl
interest in the mill and by 1761 he'
possessed the whels property. I

L
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SCENES ALONG THE WISSA HICKON CREEK AND VALLEY

“Toleration,” the great statote of William Penn, erected by John Welsh, of Centennial Exposition fame, is well known to loeal residents
eing located on “Mom Rinker's Rock.” The piclures accompany @ Btory of the Holgate and Gorgas mills, in this issue of The Suburban
I'ress which was penned by Jam@s I, Magee, Jr,
i The bridge is the present one at Kitchen’s lane, a road which bas had many names, the first probably being “Holgate’s Fulling Mill®
ron |
FThe uppér picture is of “the Monnsglery,” which stands on the heighis above Kilchen's lane, on the east side of the Wissahiekon, 'I‘he
building ba.s attached to i, many historieal and legenﬂarv traditions,
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this year lie, “late of Roxboroughi
‘but now of Germantown” sold the
mill and land to Edwin Miner.
Jacob died in 1766_leaving a widow,
Juliana. bul no issue. ‘ |

1n 1761, Edwin Milner's mill road,
was confirmed. 7Tt staried at the!
IRoxborough, or “Wissahlckon Great|
Road (now Ridge avenue) foward
‘Phﬂaclelphia," along the present
Roxborough  avenue,  over the
Wicsahickon Creek to the mill and
then up to Germantown ayvenue,
love‘r the present Kitchen's lane
and Carpenter streels, The sur-
|vey gives a diagram of the Monas-
tery and the mill with a large
lwa.tf_‘r wheel. The Wissahickon is|
colored silver, and the new road is
in red.

Edwin Milner, the new owner of
the mill was & Iand speculator.
Durirg the Revolulion he pur-
|chaséd in 1780) from the court the
lconfiscated 378 acres, dwelling)|
Mhouse, grist mill, saw mill, powder
milt and oil mill, from the estate
ol the late John Roberts, miller of
WGl Oreek, Lower Merion Town-
ship. It is said that the proceeds
of the sale went to the University
'of “Penusylvania for educational
purposes, In looking up the deed,
however. we find (hat the TUniver-
sity only received “67 9-10 bushels
of wheat every six months forever”
and within four days - Milner
transfered the property to a syndi-
|egta;

In 1775 Peter Care bought thel
arigt, corn or merchant mill. Jahn
Livezey became (he owner in 1792,
[with elevalors and all conveniences
for manufacturing flour on an ex-
tensive seale, In 1808 John Cou
rad. a book seller, changed the
mill into a peper mill. In 1815 it
(was =ald at a sheriff’s sale for
§17.000 (o - Gavin  Hamilion. then
ancther sheriff’s sale, with 82 acres
il became the property of the Penn-
sylvaniy Co,

It pasged through several hands
wntil 1852 whon it was purchased
by Willlam ¢ Kitehen who in 1873
sald the same o (he Clty of Phila-
|tielph1a {or Fairmount Park pur-
| pases, T

° Returning to our story
mills of the Wissahickon
and vicinity, we now take up the
thread of our narrative, with refer-
‘ence to the Gorgas Grist il
(designated as Mill No, 12) and the
‘Gorgas ©Oil Mill, (designated Mill
No, 13), I
These mills and the Thomas
Livezey mill were all erected npon
the tract of 500 meres that William
Penn sold to James Claypoole in
1684. Claypool was one of Penn's
commissioners; his  brother, Sir
John, haying married Elizabeth, the
daughter of Oliver Cromwell
Tn 1695 Hugh Roberis, of Lhe
\ [Welsh Tract, in what is now Lower
Merion Township, bought the
'Epropert.y for 40 pounds sterling.
{Roberts was one of the founders
‘of the Merion Meeting House, and
i'a large speculator in real estate.

|His 625 acres in the Welsh Tract

o

‘of the Schuylkill was calied “Lev:!
.ering's Mill Road,” and conne -
mﬂ%&uﬂnga uuywith Igmbinm i
dng’s _on Gul un, In w

Is now known ag West Mmy&.
© Im 1705-08 the Roberts heirs sold
‘400 acres to George Evans. In 1708
1John Linderman  secured 143%
acres for 20 pounds; and in 1738
John Bald purchased some of the
land,

In 1746 John Gorgas, Jr, pur-|
chased 85 acres, with a dwelling, on/
the corner of the great road “by
Livezey's land on the Wissahick-
on,"” |

In reference to Mill No. 12—ihe’

John Gorgas Grist Mill, of the|
Wissahickon in 1746-1764—this mill
was erected on 42 acres of the|
above 85 acres, and was powered
by the waters of Oil Mill Run, a
small tributary of the Wissahickon
which flows into the larger stream
at the foof of Gorgas Lane, Rox-
borough,
- A blue print of 1833 shows the
mill race running from Oil Mill
Run to a corner of the mill and
then into the Wissahickon. The
mill was bullt between 1746 and
the confirmation of Gorgas Lane.
in 1764, as the grist mill is men-
tioned in the deed of this road.

Horatio Gates Jones, historian
of Roxborough, stated that the
jand extended from Ridge road fo
the Wissahickon, and the dwelling
thouse conveyed, was most likely
that which was situated back somse
distance from Ridge road and In
1861 oceupled by Lewis Hinkle,
Gorgas Lane, after veaching the
'Wissahickon, erossed fthe creek on
a low bridge; the square haoles in
the rocks that held its support
being still observable to the eye of
the visitor to the storied siream,
above Allen's Lane bridge, on Lhe
Germantown side of the creek,

It is said that iron chains were
attached to the bridge so that when
it was attacked by Ireshet walers,
it would not float teo far away,
'down the stream. Later a rod
covered bridge spanned the creek
high above the waters of the Wis-
sahickon, '

John Gorgas, Jr.,, was the great
erandson of Wilhelmina Dewees,
who had married Nicholas Riften-
 house, Sr.

The last testament and will of
'this woman (Mrs. Nicholas Ritten-
house, Sr.) written in 1737, in ihe
Holland language, gave (o her
grandehildren several interesting
|family heirlooms, as follows: "1
lgive to Pegey Ritlenhouse my
spinning wheel. To Busanna
Gorgas, 1 give a tea pot and china,
To Mary Corgas, I give a sugar
bowl and small iron pan To
Cynthia Gorgas I give the under)
feather bhed and a pillow, also a
brads kettle™

The will was written on Rilten-
house paper, containing the water-
mark of the clover leaf,

John Gorgas died in 1781 and
willed the mill to his son, Benja-
min Gorgas, who had married
Julia, the granddaughter of Peter
'Rittenhouse, who  oOwned the
|Cresheim (1700) grist, mill, (Peter
Bechlel, 1817). " ;

In 1783 Jacob and Benjamin
'Gorgas were each taxed for a hall

21

'Horter, daughter of Jatob HO
Sr., and Marie Magdalene Rauch.
On April 1st, 1796, the mill was
sold to John Wise, Sr,' and his
son-in-law, George Horter.

Hortter street, in Germantown,
was named after George Horter's
|brother, Jacob Hertter, Jr, who/
spelled his name with two “f's"
| In 1800 George Horter, who In
1806 owned the old Evans (1744)
mill in Gwynnedd ‘Township
[Montgomery County) on the Wis-
sahickon, sold his half-interest in
Mill No. 12 to John Wise, Br, |

The name of Wise is included in
the tax list of Roxborough in 1774,
He married (about 1771) Calberine,
the daughter of his employer, Hor-
[ter. In 1774 Wise purchased from
|George Hocker, a grist and saw
mill on the Wissahicken, In Upper
|Dublin, for which he pald 1750
(pounds sterling,

Tradition stales that he had a
prother who settled in Virginia dnd
that John was in reduced circum-
stances, until he married Cather-
ine, a daughter of the Roxhorough
miller. | :

Through marriage the descend-
ants of the early Wissahickon mil-
lers retained their interest in the
industry, Through many years these
families all inter-married. Ritten-
heuse, Dewees, Farmer, Robeson,
Gorgas, Paul, Livezey, BStreeper,
Wise, Horter, Bechtel and Street,
were some of the old family names
of Wissahickon millers. A

A quaint advertisement of March
8th, 1803, reads: “$30 reward. Ran
away from the subscriber in the
night of the 6th insl, a German|
sérvant named Joseph Veleker,|
new wool hat, blue coated, ollve
coloured velvet pantaloons, and
took with him sundry other cloth-
ing. He carried a sword cane, and
a silver wateh, with a tortolse-
shell case; is by trade a miller, and
zpeaks very little English, Roxboro.
John Wise."

0ld stories have it thal Wise was
a Mennonite prescher and the ac-
count of his death in the mill, on|
July 15th 1803, i3 from Poulsion's
American  Advertiser: YOn Thursday
last Mr, John Wise, [

vight miles from this city, in
examining the spindle of  the|
trunnel wheel insthe mill, when in
mmoiion, his head was caught be-
tween the great cog <wheel and
wallowers which after closing upon|
it, gave sufficient space for his
body fo pass below, His son, who
wag near the mill,  observed the
wirks to Be deranged; closed the
waler gate, and on searghing for
the cause found his father's body."|

Jonn wise, Jr, purchased >

mill, which he scld in 1812 to Peiﬁ
Adams, Jacob Wise, John's broth-
er,/became owner in 1815, and upon
his: death in 1828, it was sold to
Thomag Vardley. In this year the
praperty was advertised for sale:
“The improvements are a large
grist and merchant mill,
dwelling, barn, -number
butldings, about 8§ miles from
adelphia.” f k.
~ There were four principle reasons
why the Wissahickon creek incus:

decreased at this time:
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to George Moyer, then another
sheriff sale Lurned the propesty
over to William H, Weighley in
1847. The entire mill was destroyed
by fire in 1856. J. Edgar Thomas
bought the land in 1860 and re-
sold in 1866 to Matthew W. Bald- |
win, of Baldwin Locomotive Com-
pany,

In 1864 John Livezey purchased
the property. Af this time his
family owned all the land on the
west side of the Wissahickon from
here up to Wise's Mill Road,

The Gorgas Oil Mill (No. 13) was
built upon 43 acres of the 85 acre
tract purchased by John Gorgas,
[Jr., in 1746. It was probably
erceted in the 1750's, about 400,
ifeet above the Wissahickon Oil
JRam and Gorgas Lane,
| The caves of the Wissahickon
are upon this property, the largest
ene is north of Gorgas lane, aboul
300 feet nbove the Wissahickon.
“Oyl Mill Run,” as it is called on
an old map, rises in a valley run-
lping up fto near Shawmont avenue
‘and Wise's Mill road, above the 8th
milestene on Ridge avenue, -angd

was named after the Gorgas Oil|
M1,
{ The historian, Jones, states that|
the Gorgas Mill was called “the
Haunted MIill" and that while
owned by Malthias Gergas, the
mil]l and dry house of his cotton
factory had been on fire thirty
five times, and that the Iactory!
itself wholly, or in part, was burn-|
ed eight times, }
John Gorgas, Jr., married first,
Mary, and then Regina (Rachel).
He had nine children and upon his
death in 1781 he left the oil mill’
\fo his son, John, 8rd. The mill/
was owned for more than 130 years
by the Gorgas family. John 3rd
changeéd the mill to a grist mill
For many years Joseph Carr, of

‘improvement depleted it of its

Cresheim (who owned the Pleasant
Mills, on the site of the anclent!
1700 Cresheim grist mill, built by
Gerprd Rittenhouse 1674-1742) |
owned the Gorgas Oil Mill. Later
on Matthias Gorgas ehanged it Into
a cotton wadding factory. Mr,
Jones, in his accounts, said, *“The
old mill with its ancient mansion,
situated at the base of a hill cov-
ered with laurel, with the small
stream running in front of it, was
quite picturesque, and I am glad
to know that Mr. John Gorgas, of
Wilmington, Delaware, has a fine
oil painling of the old mill as it
stood before the hand of modern

ancient beauty.”

In the Park Survey, of 1868, the
Gorgas Mill buildings are given
and adjeining are the vinevards of
Mathias, who greatly interested |
himself in the cultivation of thc}

grape.

The mill lands were just beyond|
the property purchased by Lhe
Park, and in 1886, J. G, Haley's Dye
Works were located there, and as|
o sort of evidence that the mill was
really “jinxed,” it was on December
17th 1888, again entirely consumed
by fire with a loss of $20,000,

Continuing the story of the Wis=
sahickon mills, we have given the
designation of Mill No. 14 1o
Thomas Livezey's Grist Mill|
{Thomas Shoemaker 1745-46). This|
mill ‘was built on a 500 acre tract
of land deeded by William Penn to
James Claypool in 1684, It was on
the east side of the Wissahickon, a
Hew: hundred feel below Cresheim
‘Creek, the Livezey colonial dwell-

o which still starids, being ot
regent vhe headquarters of the
Green Canoe Club,

¥ The title of the pro

An old photogm_ph of the dwelling of Thomas Livezey, member of tha Provincial Council of Pennsylvania, located along the Wissahickon Creek
mnd referred to in an artlele on the early mills of the Wissuhlckon, penned by James F, Magee, Jr., which appears in this issue of The Press,

follows: Claypool to Hugh Roberts,
500 acres, 1695; Roberts heirs to
George Evans, 400 acres, 1705-06;

Evans to Jonathan Conrads, 82

acres, 1708; Conrads to Johannes
‘Gumrie, 82 acres, 1719-20; Gumrie

fo Henry Sellen (1716. He owned

the firsy oil mill in the Wissahick-
on Valley, on Cresheim Creek and
in 4801 it was Peter Bechtel's paper
mill) 4416 acres, 1733,
. In this deed a building 18 men-
tloned for the first time, so thal the
foundations of the present Livezey
House may dave back to that per-
jodds Henry Sellen sold to John
Hatmer, messuage and plantation
with: over 100 acres in 1739 for mr
pounds sterling; Harmer to Thom-
a5 Shoemaker, 20 acres and 3 acres
and 18 perches, 1745-46 for 106
pounds. Thus Thomas Shoemaker
built the mill before October 10th,
1747, as on that' date he sold to
Thomas Livezey, 3rd '“the said
Thomas Shoemaker hath erecfed a
certain water grist mill with two
puirs of stones, under one roof on
the tract.” .
In later years the Livezey family
owned over 500 acres in the valley
of the Wissahickon, but from &8
survey of 1833, kindly sent by John
T. Campbell, of the Germantown
?g;xgy_n!strict, we learn that the
0 acres mentioned above is the
only pareel of the land of interest
to us in this series of articles. On
this 20 acres are drawn the corn,
mill, dwelling, smoke-house, coach
house, barn, ice house, garden, mill)
| race and bridge across the Wissa-
" hickon, ! !
We have so far fraced the 20
acres from Willlam Penn fo Thom=
ag Liveey 3rd, so let us pause for|
2 moment to take up the ancestry.
of Thomas Livezey, 3rd, as he was
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. Charles Harper Bml‘kl’h of ‘Hﬂ-
bo?-gl the historian of the Livezey
family, has kindly provided part of
the following dnta'm It..ia\;::
zey, Sr., the progeni ) 2

u; in America, came from Morton,|
County of Chester, in England, |
ghout May 1680. He purchased
from William Penn 750 acres of
land in Lower Dublin Township,
with a house lot in Philadelphia,
which was on the south side of
Chestnut, street’ between 4th and
Sth streets, In 1883 Thomas,
and Hugh Marsh sold this lot con-
taining a house' (it must hayve been
a log cabin) for 46 pounds and 10
shillings. March 3rd, 1681, William
Penn deeded to Thomas Sr. (Lease
and Release) 250 acres, buv the ex-
act location of the land was not
noted, until patented later. On the
fourth month, 20th, 1686, Livezey
Lpa.ld onie shilling @ year for each

hundred acres. Under the release
of the 250 acres, Livezey was re-
quired vo pay one peppercorn year-
ly and five pounds, The 500 acres)
tract Is located on Holmes Survey
of 1681-88 on Dublin Creek, known
1o the Indians as “Pennepack™; It
was along the southern line of Ab-
Ington Township,

Thomas Livezey, 8r., was a mem-
ber of the Grand Jury, January
11th, 1682, at the first court held in
Philadelphia,

1
|

acres for his grandson, Thomas
and, (1689-1759). This Thomas
2nd, married Elizabeth Heath,

They had ten children, of whom the
eldest, Thomas 3rd, bought
Wissahickon Mill in 1747. He is
mentioned in a deed as g miller of
Cheltenham Township. He was an
apprentice there,

Thomas Livezey, 3rd, was born
the first month, 25th, 1725, and

married Martha Knowles of Abing-
tan Meeting in 1748, His sister,
'Mary, murried Joseph Paul; his
‘daughter Martha married Peter
Robeson, of the Sumac Park mills,
‘and his second cousin, BSusanna
Livezey. was wed to Joseph Ma-
gsre, the grandfather of Chaies
‘Magarge, of the famous Magarge

Paper Mills, The Paul family, of}

which his brother-in-law was'yone,
owned at different colonial pgflods
over ten mills in Philadelphia
County. Later, in giving the his-
tories of the Dewees’, Paul, Wise|
and lower Margarge paper mill at
Wise's Mill Road, we will include
the story of the Paul family.
Thomas Livezey, 3rd, was a prom-
inent man in his day, being a mem-

Sr.,| /

vania Assembly including Thomas
|Penmyl\ra.nla Assembly

He died in 1692. In;
his will of 1691 he left to his son,|
Jonathan, a life inferest in 250|

the |

ber of the Pennsylvania Assembly
from 1765 to 1771 and a member of
the American Philosophical Society.
| The June term of Court, in 1746,

a road below the pmaentW!sestl
Road, that in 1742 was confirmed
and lald out, connecting with the
paper mill of Yo & Maris, later
‘the Magarge Paper

Mmdleadmgtnthemwmm
was, and is Livezey lane. TIv

The deed states that av this corner
there was “a log house, lately bullt.”

was more than likely confirmed to
give betver access to the mill

In 1747, 1748 and 1749, Thomas
3rd, sold a quarter of his mill and
20 acres to Capiain Jacob Leach, a
quarter to Widow Debora Paul, and
a quarter to Wallace Moore.

October 5th, 1765, Thomsas Whar-
ton wrote to Benjamin Franklin,
then representing the Colonies n
London, that seven of their party
had been elected to the Pennsyl-
Livezey. October 15th, 1771, the
appointed

Benjamin Frankin agent in Great
Brivain for the enfuing year; also
I"Thoma$ Livezey on the committes
lof correspondence.

On November 1Bth, 1767, Thomas
|3rd, wrote to Benjumin Franklln,
in London, informing him that he
was seixling him to Captain Falk-
ner twelve bottles of wine made
ifrom wild grapes on his own place,
And also “Pespair of a change of
governmen!l until afver the death of
Thomas Penn; wishes he could be
prevailed on to die for the good of
the people, and thus make his
name as immortal as Samson's
death did his."

On February 2nd, 1704, Frmaklln
replied: *“I recelved of Captain;
Falkner your weleome letfer of)

November 18th, with a very wel-|

come present of another dozen bot-
tles of your wine., The former has'
been found excellent by many ;3004

judges, my wine merchant in par-|
ticular, was desirous of knowing!

what guantity of it might be had
and al what price."

From “Thomas Livezey, Roxbor-
ough Township, Philadelphia Coun-
ty to B Franklin, London, November|
18, 1769"—Though I have ot the
happiness of an intimate aecquaini=
ance with thee, yet time, I hope
‘will alter that circumstance and
brlng us better acquainted: I only
'know thee from some of vhe writ-
ings, the author of which I greatly
esteem. As thou art one of the
agents of this Provinee In Great
/Britain, I sent a dozen American
‘wine by Captain Falkner the lasy
time he went from here to Lon-
,don, which I am pleased to hear,
‘was safely delivered. It was made
by myself, from our small wid
grapes, which grow in great plenty
in cur woodland, and as I have
some of the same sort now on tap
which I think is rather betver, I

(have sent a dozen more? I heartily

wish it may arrive safe and warm

,the hearts of every one who tastes |To the two latter he gave his mills

it, with a love for Ameriea, and

would it bring aboul a change in |

‘government but one month sconer,
I would gladly send all I have.
“However, I do nol dispair 01

| Thomsas Livezey 5 X as-
semdmragnstmm and 106 acres
and in 1783 for the mill and 75
acres. )

| In 1Mo, John Potts, of Valley
|F'orge sold to Joseph Paul and‘hn
‘wife, Mary, 103 acres of Jland in
Whitemarsh Township and across
the Schuylkill in Lower Merion (in-
cluding the .famous Spring Mill,
| built by David William in 1715) 00
| December 21st, 1770, Paul sold one
half interest in the land and milis
to his brother-in-law, Thomas
Livezey, Srd. In 1777, when the
American troops were encamped ab
Valley, Forge, General Wa ory.
frequently purchased flour for his
military family and grain for his
horses at this mill (Hist ory of
Montgomery County, by Bean).

In 1783 the Spring ill pagsed
into the possession of Thomas
Livezey, 4th.

There is a stone built (into the
lruins of the Livezey mﬂ]. said to
contain a date of the early 1700,
but there is nothing on the stone
which is really legible, \

Horatio Gaves Jones: (Roxborough!
historian) wrote in 1888, “Mr. Live-
zey was a member of the Soclety of
Friends and when the British were
in Philadelphia, and our troops
used to go about seeking provender,
he sunk & number of barrels of
w.ne in his dam in the Wissahick-
on, where it- remained until the
close of the war. Some of the wine
was bottled and preserved by the)
late John Livezey, a grandson of
the said Thomas, until a short time
before he died in 18§78. He gave me
a small hottle of this Revolutionary
wine, which I shail deposit in our
society, (The Historical Society of

|| Pennsylvania.)

There are several Revolutionary
traditions regarding Thomas Live-
zey, 3rd, one of which states that
hie sat on a fence at the top of the
hill, near his home, and watched
‘the Battle of Germantown; :
other, that he cared for wounda;
soldiers in his house; and still. an-
other, that a parby of fourte
Hessions were lined up in front o
his garden wall and shot.

.The facts were that Thomas and
his two alder sons were arrested by
Washington’s troops the second
night hefore the Baitle of German-
town and he wag fot permitted to
refurn home for eight months. -

During the war there was veryl
unjust persecution against
|whr_a were conscientiously  opposed
Lo war, |

Thomas 3rd died in 1790, leaving
Widow Martha and son, Thomas
|-1t.h Samuel, Joseph and John.

and land in Roxborough.

In 1833, Joseph and Thomas 4th
died. A survey made of the land
\showed thar this totaled 235 acres.

In 1364 one of the mills 15 listed’

the change ;vet it will take place at| s an oil mill and in 1668 is called

the death of Thomas Penn,
g _damnot know whether some
same_condition a8 o -German

vinge will not be| mrwd&wamrpipﬂnhenonm@
k __..tﬂ:m m )

the “Glen Fern Mills”. In the
1870's & large suspension bridge




‘theard it but thought i was a beil-

line passed MIgh in the aif over the,
Wissahickon Creek, before the
present underground system  was|
installed, :

The Suburban Press, of Oclober
22nd, 1931, presented “such an in-
teresting aceount of the removal of
the old plpe bridge, which crossed
the stovied stream just above the
|Livezey mill, that we beg permis-

{Iriendly vrees, and held in

Zoy House at (Hi§ fime, '
In writing of the Livezey Hm.l
F.B. Brandt says: “What is it
that conspires to make the ravish-
ing charm of this old Colonial
stone structure, hidden in the heart
of the glen. adopted companion of
the
embrace of clinging vine and
shrubbery, would be difficult to

sion to quote a few of the incidents.
The bridge became unsafe and 23
contractor, George W. Schuitz, of-
‘Tered to pay $15600 for the privilege
of removing the same, and he was
permitted to have all the old iron,
ete, which composed the structure.
“We placed six suicks of dyna-
mite on each of the plates and}
packed them over with wet clay,
running the wires out to a small
stone base high up on the hill, ba-
hind which we hid. I! gave the
battery a couple of twrns, but no|
result, Furlong grabbed the handle
and gpun it hard, when there was
A tremendous bhang! with echoes,
and I was delighted to see the en-
tire end of the span detach vself
from the pler and began to sink.
“The trees under it were skinned
like telegraph poles. It seemed to
irain fron for minutes, with an
awful rending and crashing sound.
When all finally came still, we
ventured down to the drive in a
haze of smoke and. dust, where we
found huge eye-bars driven iuto
tho roadway two feet  deep. The
rustic fence wés smashed likewise
a lamp post, while a tangle of angle
iron and cast iron pipes lay dawn ;
Lo the witter in & pile 10 feet hig
and 200 feey long, Putting the men
to work, we had the drive cleared
and passable by six o'clock. Sledg-,
ing the cast iron pipes into pleces
and cold chiseling the wrought iron
bolts. A milkman came along and
called out, ‘When did it {fall? I

er explosion. I never drove under
the thing without feeling nervous.
I cautioned the men to say nothing
I to anyone spbout dynamite. Then a
palr of bays dashed around the
gurve and I recognized John Low-
ber, Welsh by his Napoleon III,
mustache and godtee, sitting in his/
four-wheeler' on 'his usual drive to
town alone.

“He pulled up and after starting)
at the devastation before his eyes,
he shouted:

““Who's responsible for this in-
fernal outrage? What's going on
here? 1 stepped up and said ‘Good |
morning, ah-uh-this part %f the|
old bridge dropped abour 5 o'clock;
and we are clearing away the
debris—you can _drive on safely)
He replied: I'm chairman of the
park commission., Look at those
treps, Look at that fence, Look at
that lamp and our fine road. I'm
going to see about this! Giddap!"”

& red covered bridge crossed the
creek, near the Livezey house, un-
ti1 about 1906. In the loft of the
old house is the original date stone
of the red-covered bridge, bearing
the inscription, 1839".

The old dam still remains and,
also the ruins of the grist m11_15u

 plers of the pld hrig'ge The
I Gm&n G oe Clul
lley Jane e Lm’ .

i Chresheim  Creek,

say. But Livezey House surely, for
stately rusticity is |matched only
by _the rough-hewed wilderness
‘home of John Bartram.”
| ©Over 100 acres of the Livezey
Iands through which the Wissa-
hickon flows, were taken over by
the Park Commission In 1873.

Theodore A. Bechtel, of Roxbor-
ough, the grandson of Peter Bech-
tel, owner of two paper mills on
in the. early
1800's, has kindly loaned the write
a diary written by his father, Jacot
Hortter Bechlel, in  1839-41. Thi
latter was borp in 1822, so that he
was only a young hoy of seyenteen
years when starthng the journal of
| his personal oxporiences,
| The diarist, In his boylsh way,
skelched many of the incidents de-
seribed in the  journal, and {he
illustrations are eolored, In  this
Interestng hook {s found the earli-
est knowni picture of the old Live-
zey House and mill. Under date of
Sunday, May ' 31st, 1840, he writes:

*“This evening 1 went across the
créek and with chairs  for desks
tock off a picture of the place
{Livezey house and mill) which I
have now in ‘my possession. “The
|drawing is ‘n  black, blue, brovn
and red ink, finely executed as are
the other score of ilustrations de-
picting scenes along the Wissa-
hickon and Cresheim Creek that
would! make an appeal fo the
humour of a young lad

Later on, in describing the Peter
Bechtel mills, we will endeavor to
reproduce several  of the quaint

(old drawings.

Harven €, Hammes, of 318 Du-
pont streev, Roxborough, as a lahor
of love, has constructed the taosy
unique model of the Livezey house,
grounds, efe, which T have seen,
and which he has spent many
years in making. The house ecan

| be readily taken apart in sections,

thereby permitting the viewer vo
s¢e how each room is furnished,
in detail. Tt is a remarkable re-
production of the most interesting
and aneient of all the buildings
still left svanding in the hidden
valley of the Wissahickon.

Ccontinuing our searches 'of the old
paper mills long the Creshelm
Creek, we find that Mill No, 16, was|
in 1700, kriown as Gerard Ritten-|
house's mlll and as Peter Bechtals
Upper Paper Mill, in 1817.

Matthias Zimmerman's map, of
1700, diagrams this mill a8 a two-|
and-a-half storied bullding, Just
west of Creshelm road; and Bcull &
Heap's map, of 1751, called it “The
Creshelm Mill."

In Germantown there was consid-
mble caonfusion about the granting

e land in the early days of that
m ty. There were two com-
mie.smnefa. one granted fhe tract of
land Involvet’ in our atory, to Gerard

i Rinenhtﬁl&a fput the other granted
wawe tract to

‘Huns Grnﬂ But
in 1715 the m eonveyed the land

o Rittenhouse. The piece ol mﬁm
extended over a mile and a half, from

'the Roexborough township line, 1o
the Springfield township line. The
nume of Rittenhouse, on early deeds|
and maps, is spelled “Gerard," but
‘his descendants followed the style
of "Garret.”

Gerard Rittenhouse was the son of
William Rittenhouse, Sr., and was
born in 1674, in Holland, or the Ger~
man border, dylng in 1742. He erect-
ed his grist mill at a very early date
—about 1700.
Just below where the present Mc-
Callum street bridge spans Cresheim
Creek, and the dam was between the
mill and the bridge.

His will, dated 1742, written at the
age of 68 years, records that he was
aged and Indisposed of bhody. He,
bequeathed to his eldest son, Wil-|
Ham, all of his land sltunted north-

the road to North Wales”
now  Germantown avenue.)
youngest son, Peter, and wile Anne,
received mn life interest in his grist
mill and the plantation, where he
fhen lived, In "Creesham,” from Ger-
mantown avenue to phe ‘“Roxbur-
row" Township line,

After the death of Peter and Ann
the land and mills were to pass to
Gerard’s six grandebildren., The ex-
ecutors' account shows that at this
time the mill was rented to a ten-
ant. The will is in English, and in
the Inventory there are mentioned

(Thig is

Iseventeen small Dutch books,

Peter Rittenhouse was born  in
1696 and died in 1748, He lived on
the west side of Germantown Ave-
nue, near Mt. Airy. Within a year
\of Peter's death, his widow, Ann,
married Peter Heysler, and he oper-
ated the mill for the heirs,

Susan Rittenhouse, one of the six
grandchildren, married Justus Rubi-
cam. Their children continued the

old tradition of intermarrying with/|

the families of other early millers,
Catharine married a man named
Sheets, the father of Gen. Henry
Sheetz, who owned the Farmer-De-
wees-Clever Mill, on the Wisaahlckaon
below Flourtown Margaret married
John Gorgas drd, and Julls mar-
ried Benjamin Gorgas who in 1817
sold this Mill No, 16 to Peter Bechtel.

Conecerning the shares of the two
grandsons, Jacob and Garret Ritten-
house, 2nd, Jacoh and his wife, Bu-

eng, of Frederick County, Virginia,
a miller, one quarter of the grist
mill and 103 acres. The deed men-
tions grist mill, mill dam, mill

mill race, mill house, bolting m.ula.

The mill was sttuated |

west of “the Highway leading from!
His |

sanne, in 1748 sold to Lewis Etepb.-'

and buifldings, purchase price 150
pounds sterling.
In December 1748-50 Garret 2nd,

sold his guarter interest to Lew‘!a
|Bl.ephens for 150 pounds. In 1750
|Lewis Stephens porrowed 125 pounds
on a mortgage~dn his half interest
from_ Thobold End, of Germantown,
a saddler.

In 1771 the Couri was asked to

jeonfirm s new road from Mill No.
_16 east of the Cresheim Creek to a

| new  grist miu Just erected, called
“Hinkel's Mill." The road was then
to turn north passing the mill and
Jocining Paper Mill Road snd Cresheim
Road. A survey of the road made
the Hinkel Mill near where the pres-

ent Pennsylvania %:n.rmd brl
crosses Cresheim eek. It ﬁ!‘
shows a very long mill race, run.‘ning
from the new road and the Hinkel
mill, at least 300 feety south between
the creck and the new road, to Ores-
heim Creek Mill No. 18.

At a much later date the dam
above the mill must have been made
much higher, as In the 1800's Carr's
great mill pond covered much of the
land through which the race for

Min No. 16 ran in 1771,

Ann Heysler, the widow of Peter
mmnhoume was still living in 1761,
and her husband, Pefer, was con-




tinuing the operation of the mill.
From this date until 1782 there Were
many heirs interested in the other
half of the mill,

Mary, one of the daughters of
Peter Rittenhouse, married Lewis
Stephens, then of Stephensbury,
Virginia. She inherited one-eighth
interest in the mill and 103 acres of
land

On October 14th, 1778, Stephens
and his wife, Mary, sold five-eighths
of the property to Isaac Zane, iron-
master of Marlborough Iron Works,
In Frederick County, Virginia, for
1000 pounds. Zane must have se-
cured the other three-eighths later,
a5 on February 9th, 1782, he sold to
Jacob Gominger, a miller of Chel-
tenham Township, far 829 pounts,
the mill and 5015 acres of land “to
|be called the Peter Rittenhouse mill
tract, with all mills and mill rights.”

In 1783 Jucob Gominger was as-
sessed for a grist mill and 52 acres.
On February 9th, 1781, Zane sold to
Jacob  Lash, Germantown powder
maker, 13 acres along the Cresheim,
part of the late Peter Rittefihouse's
mill tract, with privileges of a road
up Creshelm valley, through Zane's
other land, to Peter Rubicem's Oil
Mill Road, to be laid out later., In
1774 Jacob Lash was taxed for =a
powder mill and 10Y% acres. This
lot was In Roxborough township),
south of Mill No. 15. :

The mills were so close together)
on Cresheim Creek that the millers
often held conferences, or brought
sult, 50 that one cotld not raise the
height of his dam, thus cutting off
the water power of the nearby mills.

Jacob' Gominger, Willilam Wilson
and John Rickard settled their
troubles In this way: "Willilam Wil-
son's present water wheel to be 2
inches longer and to come 2 inches
nearer the floor at the boltom than
originally, The upper side of the top
slll ot sald mill dam to be levelled
14 inch lower than a certain mark to
be made with an auger hole in rock
N. W, slde of dam, the centre to be
the helght of sald mill dam, and to
remaln forever. Also agreed that the
sald banks shall not be less than 22
feet In case of high water.”

On September 1st, 1800, Jacob Go-
minger sold te Benjamin Gorgas, of
Germantown, for 2225 pounds a stone
dwelling, grist mill, and four pleces
of ground.

Gominger must have greatly im-
proved the property, as the price
pald was a large one for that time.

After the purchase Gorgas con-
verted the mill Into a paper mill and
on April 1st, 1817, he and his wife,
Julia,” sold the land and paper mill,
for §8100, to Peter Bechtel, Sr., pa-
\per maker, who was alsc the owner
of the lower paper Mill No. 15. "

The Rickard Mill, up stream, was
‘then owned by Willlam Wilson, and
lnmlal‘l. it was David Hinkel's grist
mill,

Peter Bechtel, Sr., died in March

1883 and on April 4th, 1838, his
widow, Margaret Hortter, sold the

‘paper mill and five lots of land. to
Joseph Carr, of Roxborough, for
#6000, subject to a mortgage.

There 158 s map of Roxborough
and Germantown, dated 1851, in the;
Free Library, on the Parkway, on
the sides of which;, forming & sort
of frame, are illustrations of old
landmarks. One is a splendid sketch
of this mill, marked “Pleasant
Mills, Cresheim, Joseph Carr, Pro-
prietor,” 'Three mill buildings are
glven, with a large dwelling. i

Joseph Carr changed the buildings
Anto n cotton mill. The writer
poseesies flve illustrations of this
mill, showing the ruins, with the
dast one de|
great mill wh standin
| Although there was no paper m
‘here until after 1800, one pr

loting nothing but the
8 ]

the |

states “Here the paper used in print-
ing the P

: ‘ation of Independence
was made.” ‘This was evidently an
‘error on the part of an early his-.
torian who did not search deeply:
after his faets, A post card show-
ing the wheel and part of the dam,
Just below the McCallum street
bridge, reads, “Blankets were made
here during the Civil War.”

About twenty years ago we took a
photograph of Carr's mill  pond,
which very clearly shows that this/
body of water must have covered gev-
liarul afres. Fncl was 8 favorable skat-
ng place for the young le lv=
ing in the iocaw;y.? i

It Is believed that the Houston
Estate purchased this property prior
to the time it became a part of
Fairmount Park,

Reseprches into the . past htstory5
of the Wissahickon 'Valley mills,
now take us to Mill Number 17,
‘which wag located on Cresheim!
Creek, and known as Joht Gorgas’
Fulling  Mill: This manufactory
was porihwest of the Gerard Rit-

tenhouse mill, which was deseribed! [thai Ne believes the rotten. stone
al

in the previous article. [

It-was erccted tipon f very in-|
teresting. pareel of lamd; part of
the Frankfort Luand Company|
tract. This company, be it Ye-|
membered, was lormed by o group,
of purchasers from Frankfovi-on-
lhe-Mgin, Germany. Francis Dan-
iel Pastorius was Lhe selling agent
for the company. but in 1700 three
olher agents were appointed and
Pastorias vesigned. Thon two of
the agents refused to aeb and one,

D, Falekner, said to have heen a
very unpringipled man, was™ ap-
pointed =ole agenti. e s0ld the

land still in the hands of the com-

pany,: to Js H. (1Sproegell. Matiy
of the settlers. of Germantown
were uncertain of the fitles to

their properties. so & ‘friemdly suit
was brought against Bproegell, to
test his Hitle, The Court decided.
i his  favor,

The first record we have of’ John!
Corgas, Sr, reslding In Grerma.n-|
town, 1§ in 1709, when his "hame
appears with many others, as be-
ing maturalized. This was done to
give these persons the right to hold
jand enjoy land' and plantetions in|
the Province, .

The log church of he Mennon-
ites, on Germantown avenue, was|
built about the samo ¥year, and)
Jobhannes Gorgas wias one of thel
carly members, William  Ritten-
house, the frst paper maker, Gor-
gas’ wife's prandfather, was the
preacher. z

J, H. Sproagell s0ld a
land aleng the Cresheim to  Lud-|
(Wick L. Sproggell, and in 1718 he
sold to P, C; Zimmerman thirty
acres, with'a dwelling Lhereon. In
1725 Zimmerman sold fo John
|Gorgag, 5r., "a skin-diesser,” the
land and house.

{ A skin dresser, it
[was A lanner. An

ig  explained,
invéntory of

buck sking and several deer skins,
In 1713 Gorgas, with his fath-
er-in-law, Nigholag Rittenhouse,
land Lwo other men, bought the
paper mill of Willlam Dewees, on
the Wigsahickon near the Chestnul
1l City Tine, He built between
gﬂ}ﬁf.ﬂﬁﬂ 1741 the fulling mill (No.

tract of || Cresheim, beginning at the Spring-

ithe ereek,
form of a very
siretching from
Township line, more than a mile
{bast Cresheim road, being only 205
feet wide. - ]
In 1728 William Dewees and he
“manulactured an imitation

rottenn  stone,
books, which was well
Joel Munsell, in his “History
Paper Making” ,states that this
was the third paper

it were not the same paper mill, as

Willlam Dewees’ plant which was

erecied in 1710 and sold in 1713
Frank J, Kelley, Conscrvator of

the Mineralogical Section of thel

Academy of Natural Sciences, Say8

used to make the paper was
species of feldspar, ecalled “antho-

phyilite’” A strata of this rock.
crops out of the hills phove the

Wif-esu_lﬂckon in the
glon,

John Gorgas, Sr, died in 1741,
leaving to his three sons, Jacob, a
clockmaker; Benjamin, a paper
meker; (both of Lancaster County),
and Joscph, who built “The Mon-
astery,” on Kiichen's' Lane: the
fniling mill.

Hefore 1766 Joseph Gorgas pur-
chased his brothers' shares in. the
properiy,

The fulling mill stood upon a
small tract of 1 acre and 35 perch-
¢s. It was evidenily not large in
size for in 1766 it was valued with
glm land at only 105 pounds sterl-
ing.

Joseph Gorgas died in 1766, leav-
ing his wife, Julisnna, surviving,
but no issue. The mill is not men='
bioned again, following (he death
[of Joseph, and so it is imagined
it was dismantied, ’ |
Mill No, 18. of our serles, was
also  located on the Cresheim
Creek. It was above tHe Gorgas |
Mill, and was ulilized for grinding |
grain, being erected and owned in
1769 by John Conrad, Jr. '

This early industrial plant was
located near where the Pennsyl-
vania Rallroad bridge crosses the
tiny strean.

Before 1700 Cornelius Sevirt own-
jed 75 acres in the old village of

Cresheim re-

field-Germuantown line and running
over 3500 feet southwest along

Mermaid lane to the mill-lands of
Gerard Ritlenhouse. ;
In 1718 Sevirt sold the tract to
John Conrad, Sr., who died in 1756
willing the property to his son,

Gorgas’ estate included 87 dressed| John, Jr. The latter died in 1'1@,'

at which time another grist mill
was being erected on a lot of 10 1-2
acres, After his death, his widow,
Barbara, in 1770 sold the partly
erected grist mill to Willlam Lev-
ering, of Roxborough: In the
SAME Yyear Tevering sold one-half
interest in the place to John Hin-
kel (or Hinkle)

17 on land on the southwest side
of Cresheim road, near whete the
MeCallum siveet bridee now spans
The land was in the
narrow  strip,
the Roxborough

af
[asses’ skin paper, from a speecies of
for memorandum!
executed.” |
of

mill in the!
Colonfes. We believe that this mill'
wag .on the same tract of land, if

Vi
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i 76 letes his narrative of the early man :

With this week's article concerning the mills of the Cresheim Valley, James F, Magee, Jr., comp! SR R

factories on this little tributary, and nexi week will continue with the old indusrial plants of the greater stream. The illustration shows th
storied pool, at one of the Wissahickon's meost beautiful stretches.

‘to the court, stating that there was |sold the property to France Bro-

/no road to the new mill erected by
Hinkel and requested that such a
|thoroughlare should be laid out. It
was lo be an ell-shaped road, run-
ning northeast from Mill No. 186,
then north to the new mill and
connecting with Cresheim road.

It was agreed that this mill and
Willlam Holgate's Mill, abave,
should have equal power rights
from the waters of the Cresheim
Creck. '

In 1774 Levering and Hinkel sold
the mill to John Rittenhouse (1742-
1198) the deed stating the wafer
grist mill was (hen complete and
included mill dam, mill race and
[orehays, i

John Rittenhouse was a brother
of Nichplas Rittenhouse, Jr., and!
also of Willlam 3rd, Jacob, Abra-
iham and Henry, well-known mill-
|ers of Paper: Mill Run and the
Wissahickon.

Rittenhouse, in 1783, sold the
|grist mill to William Wilson, of
1Germantown, for 900 pounds. In
[that Year Wilson is recorded as
1|h:wing paid taxes for the “grist
imill and Jangd.”

At a sheriff’s sale in 1788 John
Rickard, of Montgomery County,
purchased the property for 675
pounds, it being described as fol-
(lows: “A  large two-story stone
messuage and a water grist mill on
land in Germantown, eorner of W,
Holgate's Fulling Mill land, to late
Peler Rittenhouse’s land, 100 1-2
aecres.” : :

I 1804, John Rickard sold to
(Joghua Hallowell, who in: 1808
lransferved the grist, or merchant
mill, with 7 acres, for $2900 to
David Hinkel (or Hinkle.) 3

John and David Hinkel,

in 1863, able

thers, who established on the place,
fheir carpet and dye mill, after
having sold their former mills (de-
seribed as Mill No. 19) that stood
on the west side of Germantown
avenue,

Mill No. 19 was originally the
Conrad, Holgate fulling mill. The
pedestrian who waiks down the

|
Cresheim Creek, from the bridge
in the 7700 block on Germantown
|avenue, which s Jjust below the
Creshelm Road Drive, will obtain a
most beautiful view of the sylvan
dell in which this mill was erected
prior to the Amerlcan Revolution,

It was bullt upon the same 75
acres 85 had been Mill No. 18, and
belonged in 1700 to Cornelius Sev-
irt. In 1719 it was the property of
John Conrad, Sr., who expired in
1756, when the mill is first men-
tioned. Tt contained 33 acres and
in 1769 John Conrad, Jr., was taxed
for the fulling mill.

In 17710 Barbara Conrad, l'l'uei
widow of John, Jr. sold the mill
and 22 1-2 acres of land to Wil-
liam Holgate, clothier, of Roxbor-
ough, for 500 pounds. The deed
states that the mill was on the
west side of the “Great Road from
Pbglade!phia to Chestnut il

g stated in thégﬂer-l tion  of
Mille No. 10, this Wmla’mpwas of
the fourth generation which was
employed in the fulling industry.,

_ During and after the Battle of
Germantown, the landowners of
Chestriut Hill and the Cregheim
valley ‘and village met with ‘Theavy
losses. The British troops sacked
the dwellings and 'barns of valu-

perty, including live  stock

-

L |Mills but there was no finaneial

and provender and then burned
the buildings. Later the American
government re-imbursed the own-
ers for ‘their losses. Holgate's Full-
ing MIill received 123 pounds. The
recard does not state whether this
sum covered the less of bulldings,
live stock or cloth. Tradition
states that there were several se-
vere skrimishes *near the Livezey

loss.” The heaviest loser was Jul-
jus Kerper, who in 1783 owned Mill
No. 15. Kerper’s loss was 1760
pounds, a large amount of money
for that day. Wigard Miller, the
father-in-llaw of John Wise, Jr.,
who owned 100 acres between Wil-
low Grove and Cresheim Road, was
reimbursed with 680 pounds.

Willlam Piper, of the Piper fam-
(ily. who later owned fhe William
Streeper Grist Mill, now through
the generosity of the Morrie fam-
ily, the Arboretum of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, received 250
pounds. The Rev. Michael Schlat-

ter, who in 1750 owned the paper

mill on Paper Mill Road, near
Chestnut Hill, received 501 Pound:
for the burning of his home, |

On Germantown avenus, near
jMermaid Lane, opposite the Hol-
gate mill land, was the old Mer-
maid Hotel that was used as a pub-
lig inn after 1795. It was on the
ariginal 75 acres belonging to John
Conrad, Sr. : ;

In 1804 William Holgate sold the
20 1-2 geres and mill, that i8 by
this time a grist. mill, to Jacob
Holgate, who was te ‘have equal
water rights with the owner of
Mill No, 18, T

Jacch Holgate, in 1817, transfer-
red the mill and 22 1-2 acres to
‘William Weaver, a gentleman from



ironmaster of the Buﬁalo Forge, of
Rockbridge County, Va., and sold
the cotton and carpet tactmy. call-
ed “Cedar Dale” to John and Ervin
France, of Germantown.

Advertisements in the old num-
bers of the Germantown Telegraph,
placed by J. and E. Franee, an-
nounce to country dealers’ and the
public that they “keep continually
on hand at the manufactory at
Cedar Dale, Chestnut Hill, a gen-
eral assortment of domesiic car-
peting, flax, tow and cotion car-
pet chain of assorted colors, suit-
able for ecarpet weaving. Also
ecotton yarm, candle wick and cot-
ton laps. Wholesale or retgil”
The brothers sold the factory in
1860 to David Hey.

rative, il is only fair to state that
the “Ristory of Early Chestnut
Hill," by the late John J. MacFar-
lane, has been of great assistance
to the writer in compiling the
chapters relating to the Cresheim
and Chestnut Hill Mills,

In the next article, we will con-
tinue our searches into the past
along the Wlssahtckm Creek,

In delving into the pabi, hwtory
of the mills along the Wissahick-,
an, the story would not be com-
plete without adding some facts|
concerning those industrial planis
which were situated along iis
tributaries, and so every manufac-|
tory on the Wissahickon waler-|
shed has been included in (his
series ol papers.

The continued course of our{
story, therefore, brings us to Mill
No. 15, which was the Henry Sel-
len's Oil Mill in 1715 and in 1801,
the paper mill of Peler Bechtel,
located on Cresheim Creek.

Cresheim Creek, as is generally
known, rises In Springfield Town-
ship and flows uninterrupted for
several miles to the Wissahickon,

Ab this peint in our lengthy nar-:

It passes under Germantown ave-
mue, in the 7700 block at Cresheim
Road Drive, and afterward under
the McCallum street bridge of the
Pennasylvania Railroad, finally
emptying info the Wissahickon at
| A, ©C. Chadwick, edifor of the
‘Suburban Press, has penned in
(verse a story of the legend of
the Devil's Pool, which is here-
with presented:

The Devil's Peol

Where little Cresheim adds its
song
To Wissahickon's greater
voice,
There is a depth called “Devil's

Which makes all artists
hearts rejoice.

It's eanopied by arching tress,

And lined by laurel, rocks,

and fern,
And in thal cauldron; nature-
{formed;
The freshet's waters seeth
and churn. I
Close by a rustic bridge lends
charm
To scenes of which Weir
Mitchell wrote,
 While penning lines of qmiﬁt
“Hugh Wynne,” 000

_—11i# “village of Oresheim

In “Tamberton;” a drama old:
Presented many decades

since,

To please the lovers of the
stage,

From lowly slave to social
prince.

Back in a dim and distant age,
When red men visited the
pool,
They claimed that Spirits
walked the earth;
The Good, the Wise, the
Evil; Fool.
The God of Good had gone
afar

To save a soul, the legend
states,
While Evil, he at home held
sWay
And taught the men to
cherish hates,

The Angel came and saw the
s
Wrougl’xt. while he'd been
engaged clsewhere,

And straightway sought the
Hvil One,
Beside the Pool; his favor-
ed lair;
He hurled a boulder at the
Imp,
Who fell into the waters,
clear,
To sink to nether regions,
dark,
Away from this terrestrial
sphere.
And ever since that storied
day,
The Imp, imprisoned down
below,
Has vowed his vengeance on
the Gods,
While basking in Hell's
lurid glow.
But up around the charmed
pool's rim,

Is calmness, solitude and

peace,
‘Which shall be ours forever
more
Through Fairmount's ever-

lasting lease,

In Colonial times there was a
large amgount of water flowing
through ' this most beautiful
Cresheim dell, or valley, and a.ouy
six mills were here located.

On May 2nd, 1684, a warrant was
issued to Francis Daniel Pastorious
for 5700 acres of land forming
Germantown township, This was
divided into four villages, German-
town, Cresheim, Sommerhausen
and Crefeld.

{or
variously spelled  “Kriesheim,”
“Creesam,” ete) lay east and west

between Wistar street and the
Roxborough township line (now
Wissahickon avenue) and mnorth
and south belween Mermaid lane
and Mount Pleasant avenue. The
tract contained 1166 acres.
Dr, Naaman H, Keyser's “His

of Germgnfown' states thal 297
acres of the northern part of this
village was owned by Gerhard Rit-
| tenhouse, the youngest son of Wil-
liam Rittenhoyse (the flrst paper
| maker). Matthiss Zimmetman’s
survey of 1700, located 175 acres of

| this 1and as belonging to
Gm ong g Hans

(R - el

.l

'oil. through grindi

| eim Creek mill and after 1817, ;

| which later became the

‘makers were: Jacob,

Paul J., Joseph B, m_

Crestieim

as 1700, as it is ma.rkeﬂ 53 :
nearly parallel with German
Road, and strange to say,
were thirteen housts drawn on|
Cresheim road, as compared to hqt
one on the Germantown road. |

In 1715 J. H. Sprogel conveyed'
to Henry Sellen 100 acres of land
at the western part of the {ract
through which the creek ran, amlJ
in another deed of 1717, Sellen is
mentioned as an oil-miller, so0 he
must have built the mill about
1715, it being the first oil mill in
the Wissahickon Vall- s

These early oil mills extracted

ding processes,
from flax, or linseed. Considerable
flax was grown in Roxborough and
Germantown, from W the
womenfolk spun z very fine guality
of linen eloth. The oil, therefore,
was 8 profitable by-product.

The fitle of the property,
volved in this chapter, from Eﬂ-
len to Peter Bechtel, runs as fol-
lows: 1736 Sellen, 50 acres and oil
mill to Matthias Weaver; 1741 (o
M. Barenstine; 1769 to Jacoh Nige'
(the Nicetown section of Philadel-
phia received its name from this
cld family); 1773, Peter Rubicam;
1783, Julius Kuper; 1792, Jonathan
and Titus Yerkes; 1793, Michael
Billmeyer (the well-known printer
of Germantown). He erected =
grist mill on the property. In 1801
Billmeyer sold the two mills to
Peter Bechtel, Sr., a paper-maker
from Lower Merion township, and,
the latter changed the plant into
a paper manufactory.

Peter Bechtel, Sr., was, I believe, |
descended from John :
Bechtel, who settled in 1743, near
Pottstgrove, now Pottstown. 1I6
cannot be definitely ascertaining
that Peter ever owned a papeér mill
in Lower Merion, but in 1798 he
purchased 13 acres of land ﬂi&:ﬂ.

upon which
built a paper mill, and it is
sible that he was employed
learned the business in t.hﬂ-t’. mill.

Peler, Sr., operated this Cresh-

upper paper mill, also, The Ia
had been the sncient 1700
mill

Carr cotton f’actorles

the vicinity of the mﬂl in M
1838. His son, Peter, Jr.,
into possession of the paper
He married Margaret Rex
daughter of Jacob Hortter, Jr.,, &
Ann Rex, of Chestnut Hill. In
survey of 1833 the paper mill I8
given as a substantial two-story=
and-a-half building, on Paper M|
Road, that ran southeast m-
Livezey's Mill Road, near
Lane. In the opposite direction it
ran from the mill north fo Cresh=
eim Road, near where McOallum|
street bridge now passes over the
creek. o [
Peter Bechtel, Jr, expired in
1842, at the age of 45 years, and
for a time, a firm named Hogan
& Thomp,son. paper dealers in
Ph.lladelph!a, sold the produck of
this mill and later they were the
owners, until after 1852, A5
The Bechtel family was a la
one, and in a deed of 1839 it s
found that those who were W-




- _.__.—-—-A—:-G'%J
'M.umrasthunmk'
cerned, is the son of :E'em
Jacob Hortter Bechtel,

1822, and who was enm't
theageo:swanteep__m

mill and also in the office of Ho-
gan & Thompson, in Philadelphia.
Tn October 1839, Jucob H. Bech-
tel started his very interesting
diary, which is now In the posses-
‘slon of his son, Theodore A. Bech-
tel, of Roxborough. The diary is
bea.utuuny written, considering the
observant writer's youth, and he
Allustrated it with about thirty
humorous drawings in colored ink.
The book, of 208 large pages, Is
dedicated to his brother, George
Hortter Bechtel.
Under date of January 4th and
Sth, 1840, the young diarist, drew
a picture of the great water wheel
of the Cresheim Creek mill, cov-
ered with ice. It 15 shown as an
overshot wheel. At one side of
the great wheel is “Father" Bech-
tel, with an axe, cutting away the
‘ice, and at the other side, an iron
pipe from the mill boiler is con-
veying steam to the wheel, a pro-
cedure which was followed to thaw
away the ice.
' Bome of the interesting items,
found in the journal, are as fol-
lows: “January 28th 1840: Atfend-
ced church, the sermon was es-
pecially for young men, but =0
many women were present, most
~of the men, including myself, had
to stand.”
. “February 1st, 1840: This ' eve-
ning I took passage in the big
sleigh, and arrived in Germantown
almost crushed to death by the
number (23) who had te find room
‘on four seats holding four persons,
each: sleighing delightful.” |
On May 16th 1840, the diarist
made a good drawing of the Bech-
tel home, near the mill. He
states that he did not reach home
until midnight and finding the
house locked, he is pletured enter-
ing via an upper story window, by
ald of the roof of a lower annex. |
On May 31st, 1840 the lad, and
his brother George, in the evening,
went across the creek, and drew in
red, blue, black and brown ink, an
attractive sketch of the Bechtel
dwelling and paper The
smoke stack was atl that time all
brick, but it must have been re-
built 1ater, as stone is the material.
from which the stack, still stand-
ing, is made. It stands at least 50
feet high. |
On June 18th, 1840, says the|
journalist, “A large mectmg of |
Whigs took place at the State
House (5th & Chestnut Streets),
(upward of ten thousand attended.
| Bverything seems to be for Harri-
gon; Log Cabin breast pins, hard

cider buttons, Tippecanoe canes
land handkerchiefs.” Then the
dia ‘gave dmwinss of some of

eampaign emblems.

|* On June 21st 1840, Jacob wrote
I in his annals, “T attended Grace
wurch  (n Philadelphia) and
rd the same preacher and the
same sermon that I heard four
weeks age, at Christ Church.”

June 241:&1 1840: T attended a

ks,
mckets ete. At 11 o'clock we dis-
missed a large balloon.” The ae-
c‘.umpa.nying drawing shows the
two brothers on a foot bridge over
the Cresheim Creek, with the bal-
Ioonandanewmooninthe sky.
“September 20th 1840: Brother
George and I walked to Roxbor-
ough. A heayy wind and rain-
storm overtook us and we went
info a farmhouse, until evening.
They handed us a lantern as it
was pitch dark” The sketch near
| this entry depicts the two lads
with the lantern, approaching the
old covered bridge at Livezey's.
Incidentally, the bridge at that
timewnstmlyayearold,aslth}'

‘been erected in 1839, .
“Ogtober 4th  1840: Allr
church in Roxborough; th¢

8. J. Bumstead preached
is now the Fourth

meeting of Mormons, opposite our
__,hmne After the meeting was
‘over I stopped to speak with an

Church, at Monastery”
yunk avenues, and
was' the author, or
author of “The -
romantic story r
and the old -
along the ¥

the erectior
Reformer

shruetur

worsh

Jogr

in

.

r
bered, was in Roxborough towm-
ship.) I

“October 13th 1940: The great
election commenced and contimued
until midnight, the turbulent spirit
is such that persons had to fight
thelr way to the ballot » boxes”
{(The final resulf was Ha.rrlaon 234,
Van Buren 60 .

“Qctober 30th 1840: Abm.lt mid-
night the Harrison rheadquartiers
were altacked by:'a mang.of row-|
dies and almost torn fo pleces.”

The January 21st, 1842 entry
states that his father, Peter Bech-
tel, Jr., had died after a shorf ill-
ness, The lad gave a drawing of
the sad scene, such as we see in s0
many old prints, of the family in
great distress, gathered around the
bedside.

Jacob Bechtel, in his very inter-
esting diary, provides us of today,
with some splendid descriptions of
visils to Girard College, the Aca-
| demy of Natural Sciences, Franklin
Institute, which is about to be in-
stalled in the new hbuilding on
the Perkway, Laurel Hill Ceme-
tery, end other places, ninety years

giﬂerent from what they are to-
ay.
One of the quaintest drawings
| in the journal is one of a visif to

Giirard d&pnege. with his little sis-
ter, on June 2nd 1842, “And tak-

ing Biss by fthe hand, we jogged
along. We arrived at Girard Col-
lege, Siss was tired, and perceiving

a swing (in a building) when wet

had got to the 3rd story, unden the
roof, wished me to give her a

swing, which I did, and she ap-|

peared to enjoy it highly.”
Before getting away from the

ago, when those places were vastly,

| diary, we would like to state that|

Jacob Bechtel was G
1y having aﬂendad avery
of pii:ery d hita-
delphia County. ere are £
notes from his book: “The elmtﬂi
was packed to the doors, T Lo
‘stand, the seats were all
This morning attended hir
Church; in the afternocon |
| John's Catholic Church (this must
have been the one of 13th strees,
opposite the present Wanamaker
Store) and in the evening Dr.. AI-
bert Barnes First
The sermons were all exeellen‘l:
and the attendance Iarge”
Now let us return to the paper
mill of Peter Bechtel, Jr., Hoﬂw!i
& Thompson continued the ‘paper

nﬂlltormanym mu‘h&'
seph Hill owned the mill. as
Samuel F. Houston, who

'tate in the 21st and 22nd 'W' re
(Roxborough and Chestnut
‘Informs the writer that his

the late H. _H. Houston, B

Estate, and & man named K
remodeled the factory as a p
mill, supplying Buchanan &
pany, near 5th & Markel stree
Philadelphia, with what we w y
call today, building paper.
Mr, Ho;:hsto}?a, also tells me that
a8 a you often sk&bed uﬁg&
the ice of the Bechtel Mill pond,
and also on the Carr Mill Pon
farther up the Cresheim,
m(:azlum street bridge now
stream. The high wall
Bechtel dam is st!lll n!
It is due, almost entirely, ta t;ag
Houston family. that the valley of
the Cresheim, from the 71550 }-
‘hickon fo Germantown s.vemm, a
‘distance of nearly two miles, }g,ﬁan|
day, a part of beautiful maim!mnm

Park. In Oeclonial times the
valley possessed  six mmw

planl.s

Last week we finished the his _'
¢f the Cresheim Creek mills, and
now are ready to continge our
search into “the past of Lhufe
trial plants” of the Wissahicken.
Our journey, therefore, takes us]
along the greater strenm, beyond
Cresheim Creek, along the weéﬁaﬁtg
\“‘k passing’ Valley Green inn and
Lpe ‘Springfield avenue bridge, with
r story being conﬁnu&dg!mm :
t af the Hartwell®avenue g
vAt this point, there 5 &
mgu!ar plot of ground, of 45 ai
in extent, stariing from the v
of the B:artwenltsgﬁnua bri

nom Publico). T leg
[the., ﬁﬁang}a s rrom the heap of
|q!ones, northeast. 1700 feet fo &
polnt on the Wissahickon 1

whete pedestrians can see the Eex|
avenue bridge and the stone effigy
qf T;siruxnnnx. the Indian chief.




Iwoes purehased the northwest oor-

.

; "_alhwp'

' in all transfers through 168
: ﬁ, when it is again recorded in

‘acres, fon which he paid 42 pounds
laterliig, he built @ paper miil which

J from said mill to Lthe

[ hdckon and end of a rocky

i
inmeedofl‘l'ﬁ?t%gé

Magarage deed transferring

the 45 acres to the Park Commis—

in 1871. The writer has spent

y hours in attempting to locale

the henp of stones, withoub suceess,

as the entire hillside is covered

with rocks, Incidentally the name

Roxborough, was first called
“Rocks-burrow,” in 1704,

The 456 acres we are discussing,
are largely located in the old vil-
lage of Somerhausen, which wos
named after the fown in which

Daniel Pastorius, was|

The little town was eom-

of 09756 acres, belonging in|

1689 to the Franktort Land Com-
ne. In 1792 they were sold to
ittenhouse, In 1731 William De-

her of the yllage and on this 45

we desipnate Mill' No. 20,

This wat the fourth paper miil|
ha had erected in German-|
town township. Dewees was prom- ||
linent and respected In state and

Lhal

church aetivities.

In April 1736 he ‘conveved the
paper mill to his son, William, Jr.,
who marricd Rachel Farmer, the
daughter of Edward Farmer, whose
family ewned two grist mills on the |
Wissahickon, and 5000 acres of
land comprising the greater pari
of Whitemarsh Township. In the
early 1500°s the Farmers gave the
land te St. Thomas' P. E, Church,
where the present placs of wur..h:]:aI
is located.

Willlam Dewees, Jr., in 1749 pur-
chased from his brother-in-law,
Feter Robeson, one of the Farmer

grist mills, near “Flourtown, and
Jater he was eleched sheriif of
Philadelphia,

On February Ist 1732 William
Dewees, Jr, sold the paper mill
bulldings, wheels and gears to Col- |
opnel Thomas York, of the French |
And Indian ‘Wars, and  Matthias
‘Muris, & paper-maker. —Colonei
York possessed extensive land-|
holdings and was a great a.dl]'lll‘er
ol the Robeson girls, and married |
three of them—an aunt and two
‘nisces, Maris married Magdalena |
‘Levering. the niece f Jaceb Lev-
ering who owned the grist miil on
Gully Run, in Wesl Mnna.sunk in|
1750.

Af the Janusry Court of 1742,
York and Muaris pelitioned the
Court,  sstting forth that they
“someliine ago erected a paper mi]l
on Wissskickon Creek, and are
under difficuities Lo gel their paper
city; and
rags from there to said mill—that
a common road may be Inid oub

that leads to Philadelphia; without |
Injury to anyone the distance be-
ing aboul g mile and very litfle, if
any, Improved lands betwesn the
sald roads. The September Courl
of 1742 states that the road had
beent lald out Letween the Wissaﬁ-
i

then four eourses up the- hill to

|called Wise's mill lane,
from the mill to Roxboro Road),

i

| When Charles Magarge conducted the mill and changed

‘it inte a paper manufactory,
piece of a book of poems, composed
8. Edwin Megargee made the'sketch.

Wise's Mill Road u.ncl Lhc. Hartwell
avenue bridge, with no improve-
ments even today, along the path
of the hill to “the Rijdpe.”

About 1748 the mill was sold to
Peter Kock, whoe
hundred acres in Somerhausen,

Feter Kalm, a native of Sweden,
in. his "“I'ravels into North Am-
erica,” refers te this mill, as fol-
| lows:

i “September 21st 1748, in the
afternorm I rode with Mr. Peter

Kock, who was a merchant, born |
| ta _his

at Karksgron In Sweden,
couniry seat, about nine milss
fromn. the 129Mm, s the northwest.
The country on both sides of the
road was covered with a great
forest. The trees were coyered with
annual feeves, and I did not ses a
single fir or pine. Mcst of the
rees were dillerent sorts of oalk
Bul we also saw chestnut, walnul,
locust and apple trees.”

“Ogtober 10th, M. Kock had a
paper mill, on g litile brook, (Wis-
ahickon) aud all the courser sorts!
(ot paper manufactured in 16 It is
now annually rented for Gty
pounds Fennsylvanla currency.”
| Poter Kock lved until 1749, and
in June 260h 1753, the 48 acres and
ithe paper mill were sold hy the
sherifl to John Jolhnson, the high-
jest bidder; for 3280 pounds. Kock|
‘owned also. two olher lots of ad-
{joining land, These he sold Lo
'John Gardner and Henry Schisy-
ldm:, and before the sale the three
buyers agreed to turn over for the
purpose cf a Lwo-peren road, a sirip !
af land called Paper Mill Rosd,
Sunning down lo the paper mili on
|fhe Wissahickon. The road was to
be cpened at al] times and seasons
|for horses, cattle, carls and car-
riages. This road until 1852 was
but the
bridge is known as the Hartwell
avenue bridge. Later on more will
be told of the présent-day Wise|
Mil Road.

On December 6th 1757, John
Johnsont sold to Nicholas Hassel-
‘bach, a paper-maker, the 45 acres
“with messuage and mill building
and improverients now there erect-
ed,” and all wheels, gears afid im-

‘Roxboro Road. Nearly 200 years plements to the paper mill: The
later, (1838) this _1;& g t%mé deed is signed In German, by Nich-
leads through the ‘woods between | 0188 and fus wife, Cathering

owned = several

.married in 1761,

plant into a merchants' and grist
i

The above illustration forms ihe frontis.
by Mrs, Sylvester Megargee. Her uon.

| road leading to Vg papr-:r mill now’
also a grist mill, late Peter Kock's,
then John Johnson's, now N, Has-
selbach's.” The latter was the firsg
printer in Chestnut Hill and in
1763 he printed a German Almanag
for the year 176+ The late Dr.
MacFarlane states that the Al-
manac was printed in the Barge

House (John Barge owner of the
Spruce Paper Mill No. 21), now at
3502 Germantown avenus, ~ If Is
also supposed that Samuel Sauer,
son of Christopher Sauer, Jr., used
the Barge House as his printing
office in 1790.

In 1757 Hasselbach bought 17
acres of land in Whitemarsh and
erected a paper mill, which he sold]
in 1760 to Henry Kaftz, The mill
adjoinsd the paper mills of Jacoh
Hagy. These mills wereson the
stream Lhat runs into the Schuyl-
kill river at Migquon Station, Near
the Istler railroad station, on this/
site, thete stands teday the great
paper making plant of Willlam C.
Hamilton & Sons, The founder of
this present-day plant was at one
time manager of the Magarge
Faper mill,

In 1566, Nicholas. Hasselbach,
“late of Germantown, now of tk
Province of Maryland, ‘sold the
paper mill to Joseph Paul, 3rd, of
Whitemarsh, miller, for 1450
pounds, Besides having an interest
in the Spring Mill Mills, he was
the largest taxpayer, al this time,
in Whilemarsh township. Joseph
Faul, 3rd, was born in 1727 and
the widow @ of
Samuel Bolton. (Mary Livezey) the
sister of Thomas Livezey 3rd. Jo-
seph Pauls, 3rd was the grandson
of Jsseph Paul. Sr., of Iminster,
near Taunfon, Somersetshire, Eng-
land. He arrived in America in
16885, and purchasai nearly 1000
acr;s of land in Oxford and Lower
Dublin. His was a large family
and owned many forges and mills
in Pennsylvania. Joseph Paul 3rd's
brother, Jacob, in 1794, purchased
from Tssac Potts, the historig
Washington headquarters af Va,u'_'
Forge.

Upon purchasing the property m.
1766, Joseph Paul 8rd changed the

millIn 1752 the miils of Philadel-




" A few hundred feet northeast of this stone structure, iz the Hart-
well avenue bridge. which is referred to in this week’s article of the Panl-

Wise Mill,

|Owing to the large quantities of |
flour manufactured in the mi]]s]
along the Wissahickon, it was IIEIJ
uncommon sight to see on the va-

rious mill roads, a long line of

tfams carrying Lhe ﬂuur fo the
city

In 1783 Joseph Pa.ul and his
brether-in-law., Thomas Livezey,
3rd, made a petition to the Court'
for a reconfirmation of the road
from their mills to Roxborough;
“that the said road had become
very useful for Mrans ; of
large quantities of wheat brought
from back countries to said Joseph
Paul's mill, as well ag large quan-
tities of flrewood, stove coal, ete.
to  the inhabitanls of German-
mw "
| Paul added many saeres to his
holdings adjoining his other mill
|lands on the Wissahickon, in Rox-

borough. These landa Included
‘what is known “as Dunroamin
Farms, the estate of the Ilate

Thomas E, Mitten, whose genius
created the Mitten, Men and Man-
agement which so suceessfully con-
ducted Philadelphia’s transportation
| system for many years. Dunroam-
'in Farms lies principally along
Wise's Mill Road. On the top of the
hills overlooking the Wissahickon,
Mr. Mitten built several buildings,
including an outdoor swimming
pool, lined with green tile. His son,
Dr. A. A, Mitten now resides on this
gtructures fer hobbles, which in-
cluded the breeding of prize ehick-
ens and pointing dogs. Thesg,
Roxborough lands were granted by,
William Penn, in 1681, to Charles!
Jones; 1711 to Edward Shippen;!
1730 to Samuel Powell; 1768 to
Joseph. Potis, and in 1770 to Jo-,
sephr Paul, 3rd. ,

Joseph Paul 3rd expired in 18035,
and left his mills and lands to hm
,nephaw, -Toseph g:t:hl b

-

| holaings, tncluding a lot on the
Schuylkill River, upon which he
built a warehouse to give the mill
| better facilities for recelving grain
from up the river and shipping the
i flour to the eity.

Domino Lane, just below the gth,
| milestone, on Ridge avehue, cant
I still be traced in its course down
to the Schuylkill River at Flatl
Rock dam. Tt is said that the driv-
ers of teams often had long waitls
al Flat Rock until cansal boats ar-
rived, and while resting played
dominoes, in an inn ‘which. stood
on the banks of the Schuylkill.

cowned his faf

| of Germantown tock over the two
|sma rented the property

| the Bank of Germantown,.

gel. Charles Magarpe’s grandlather

The house became known as the
Domino House, and the lane, too;
received this name. Domino House
is still stonding and is occupled by
Winfield 8. Guiles, the veteran
weather-forecaster for the State
and Nabional government.

John Wise, Jr., (1774-1839) mar-
{ried Mary Miller, ' daughter 5
Wigard Miller, They lived ab t.he
E. Corner of Germaniown and W
low Grove avenues, Ann. the

ter of John Wise, married Willi !
Streeper, whose father owned °
Streeper mill on ground now know?
as the Morris Acboretum of the
| Uniyersity of Pennsylvania. This
| 6ld Revolutionary grist mill, just
| over the county line adjeining the
Whitemarsh Country Club, was 1e-.
built in 1834, but the mill race of
1761 is today carrying water to turn
a wheel that pumps water from a
nearby well to the University build-

m.g}?)hn Wisc's older sister, Cather-
ine, married George Horiter, who
owned two mills on -‘the Wissahick-
an, and his brothers, Joseph and
Jacob, were both owners of mills.
‘There must have been a ford, or
low bridge over the Wissahickon .
the time of William Dewees, near

the mill, and in 1820 Wise petition-
ed the Court to rebuild the bridge
at t.ha mmﬂe stated that the
year bridge was wash-
ed away by n freshet and that

_the bridge j #3.000

g ﬁig;e same way. The county re-
Some time after 1742 the York
and Maris paper mill road was
abandoned, and a road nearer the
mill and much less hilly was open-
ed up to Ridge avenue. This was,

land is, the present Wise's Mill
R.md.
John Wise, Jr, was an expert

miller and cm-ried on an extensiva’
flour bualnessﬂeﬂe ‘had previously

{No, 12) at
Gorgas lane.
In 1826 he sold to Isaac Shoe-

| maker, four lots of land, Lhe grist,

and ‘merchant mill, all bu.nldj.nss,
damis, mill race, etc for $22,750. He
died in 1839 and was buried in the
churehvard of St. Michael’'s Luth-
eran Church, Germaniown avenus)
and Phil-Eilena street.

On December 4th. 1843, the Bank

mills and 80 acres from the estate
of Shoemaker. In 1844, Charles Ma-
nd con-

~epted it into g paper mill. In 4848 |
Magarge was elecled president of
In 1841,
John Fanning Watson, the author
of Walson’s Annals of Philadel-
plila and Pennsylvania, was cash-
ier of this bani.

Tradition states that the Mua-
garges came (0 Pennsylvania, from
Belfast, Irgland, and in early
deeds, the name Is spelled Mapar-

was Joseph Magarge, who married
Susanna Livezey, daughler of Jona-
than Livezey.

Joseph Magarge, in 1794, hought
a grist mill on the Townsend ftract.
Which one of these two mills, both
on the original Townsend esiate in
1731, was the first Townsend grist
mill, is difficult to ascertain.

Charles Magarge's father, Sam-|
uel, was a paper dealer and paper |
maker, from Bristo] Township. His

wife's Mamp was Mary.
Chép.-les Jr., was born September

A0th, 1804, In 1834 he married Ann
Hicke, and in 1844 was agaln mar-
ried, this time to Lydia D. Knorr.
He was the father of two sons,
Edward and Henry C. The latter
was the superintendsnt of the Wis-
sahickon paper mill:

The writer has a memorandum
which states that Charles Magarge
also operaled the Rese Glen Paper
Miil, on Mill Creek, Montgonery
County, which was desiroyed by
fire; but has peen unable fo verify
this statement. ]

In the fall of 1844 Willlam C.
Hamilton, who had been the man-
ager of the Willeox Ivy Mill, on
Chester Creek, ingtalled the paper

.maklng machinery in lhe Magargﬂ

Wiﬁsahfcktm Mill. Charles Ma-?
garge was the financier and or-
ganizer of Uhis project, Sylvester
Megargee (note difference in spell-
ing of vame) distributed the "pro-
duet and Hamilton, as. manager,
equipped the mill with -the most
| up-to-date machinery. 'The plant
[ soon became the best-provisioned
and mest noted paper mill in
Pennsyivania,  This did not occur

| until atter 1635 when Charles Mg

parge & Company purchased the
BIC rerty outright from the Banlk.

¢ Germsntowit Historloal S0~
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Picturesque and mm.a.nﬁc Vaﬂey Green inn, along the Wissghickon, |
:hl!t ‘above which, is the old mill property described in this weelk's story
ot ﬂu early mills of the hcsli%y, by James F. Magoe, Ir.

-

ciety porsesses a large oil pamung
‘of the Magarge Peper Mills, and
‘warchouses. On the right, is

shown Lhe little office building, the| '

only one of which is still standing.

The rcof Is partly caved in and
| the windows broken, but it is hop-
ed that when “ole man Depression”
leaves us the Park Commission will
repair the structure. A date stone,

reads: “C, M. 1857."

tree, In the foreground, is the old
Paul-Wise peaked-roof mill.

A reproduction of this old mill is
the frentispiece of a charming book
of poems composed by Mrs. Syl-

the partners in the paper-making
firm. The first: poem in the ecol-
leclion is entitled “The Old Papet

vester Megargee, the wile of one of

in the wells of this little building|
- In the painting, back of a large

3

Mill,” and reads: |
“They may sing you lays of all i
that is bright, :
In the plugshing morn and the
star-lit night;
'I’he may tell of wonders be-
the sea,
G! fragrant ﬁewers they may
whisper to thee;
‘Butb I‘ll sing you a song with
right gmd will,
| One youwve ne'er heard—of the
old ‘paper-milL
“It is there ylg‘u will see the
garments o
©Of the gentle maiden and sol-
dier boild,

The Irasments of linen the
rich man wore,

And the coarser rags fhai pov-
erty bore,

Together haaped up, like seme
mammoth hill

“Within ﬁ:ﬂ waﬁs ot the old

‘| __geeming like rays in the old

snowy sheels fill
The large press-room of the old
paper-mill.

“And thus you will find, in
this dreary life's span,

Heaped up together, the actions
of man;

Some are dyed deeply with
guilt’s darkest hue,

Others are pure, but  alas!
they are few;

'rnge;her they mingle, this
- earth to fill,

naper-mill.

“Bub ere men can veach his
bright home above,

His soul must be [illed with
sorrow and loyve;

From aught that can stain
each thought must be freed !

And he become pure in word
“and in deed,

As sparkling waters from gurg-
ling rill,

©r snowy sheets in the old
paper-mill."” ¥

In 1854 Charles Magarge built,
above the dam, the first publie
drinking fountain in Philadelphia, |
marked “Pro Bono Publico, Este
Perpetua.” The writer's personal
friend, William F. Dixon, says (hat |
]:le remembers when & very. small
' 1ad, of seeing the masons bul!d me
fountain. His father was cmployed
in the Magarge mill from 1844 Lo

+ 1860. In. 1858 an ice gorge swept
1 away (e Hartwell avenue bridge,

The Dixons lived on the east side
cf the Wissahickon just above

Hartwell avenue. The creek was
so0 high that Mr, Dixon could put
his hand out. of the second story
window and touch the fce as il
Hoaled by.

Mr, Dixon, 8r., placed a plank out
of the second story bay window do
‘Lhat the boys could leave home to
| 20 to school in Chestnul Hill, Wi
e m;;;“x}'a 0, mld. ‘me that

. M&&h&

iafterwa:d when the city dis

hi s d
uws on ﬂn.\'twews prapert.y ‘which ME
adjoined, and he permitted the
boys to climb the frees and see tha
thrilling horse races, without pay-
ing any admission. \
There are on the old Magargt
property, two yery clesr springs,;
one on the east side of the Wissa~

‘hickon. above Hartwell avenug, and

the other on the west side of the
stream just below Wise's Mill R.md.i
A settling tank to collect the pure
water for making white paper was!
built at each stream., The water.
from the east side spring was pipad
(under the Wissahickon and I
| direct into the mill building. Y__

tled the plant, Mr. Dixon had B
contract remove these pipes.
So that the soot and ashes wou
nol scttle over the white papu )
tunnel ran from the boiler h
away up the hill to.a greak i
stack. ‘This stack and the One 2
the Peter Bechtel mill on C
Creek, are both standing today.
In 1851 Edwin R. Cope was ﬁr
member of the Magarge firm, m’
1853 Charles Magarge bought fy
the Bank of Germantown the milla
and 51 acres of land for $30,000.
The deed shows that Owen Sheri-
dan wes to have permission of
crossing the creek and right to a
bridge near the line of Johm|
Feter's land, also erecting a dam
below the said bridge, not exceed-
ing 6 feet, also to cut ice on the|
Paper Mill dam,
Charles Magarge was the presi=!
dent of the Bank of Germanfown!
(in 1864 the Nalicnal Bank of
Germantown and now the Ger-
mantown National Bank and Trust
(Ccmpany) from 1848 to 1866, when
'he resigned, “A Retrospect,” pub-
lished by the bank reads: “Mr.
| Magarge's ripe - experiences and
ability having started the busingss|
in the onward ccurse, his resignu-|
tion was reepived with regref, amd
resolutions of a highly compliment-
ary character were tendered 10
him by the board.”
Weeks “History of
ing” states that among others Ma.
gatge Bros., were in 1853 the first
to use wood pulp in the manufac-
turing of paper in the United
States.
Two of the grandsons of m1
members of the firm tell me
they did not believe that waud
was ever used to any great
L. H. Weeks, also writes;

house of Charles mst!jﬁé_
takiished in 1830, and Was
me mwt ﬂo“[igmpg !.m
l'b'_.Sh:IESS The: hmws'e : ikl
o Mill was onz of the finest ©
time. It had a very lone’
| ourable career, ;
| many bands before 1
the possassion of the




And wiite on the east bank of the'
! Wissahickon, but can only be ﬂﬁ
from the west bank of the creek
at a point opposite the apple tres.
below the Magarge Quarry. I have
inguired among many old time
residents of the sections, and Park
Guards, just where the Goddess of
Liberty can be seen, buf I have
never been able ta locate the losh
emblem of Liberty.

pl

In our travelogue of the Wissa=
hickon mills, we have now reached)
Mill No. 21, which was known
many years ago as “the Upper
Magarge Paper Mill.” X

This early industrial plant was
on the west bank of the Wissa-
hickon, below Spruce Mill Road,
which was Barge’s Mill Road until,
1784 and is now familiar as Thom-

Famed old Wissahickon mill of Charles Magarge, with additions'
and improvements after he purchased the property from the Bank of
. - I

Germantown. -9
175 oy 50 feet sithateéd on' the Wis-
sahickon Oreek and  converted
into & paper  mil. The motive
power is suppliecd by water from a
stream, having a head and fall of
16 feet, but as a precaution against
any defineciency that might arise
from low water, there is in the
mill a 50 harse power engine, and
another of 10 horse power for the
min=* ‘machinery. This mill con-
tains one lecpe weshine snd twa
beatiny engines, and requires for
its supply about 4000 1bs. of rags |
| per day and produce 3000 Ibs. of
first-class paper.

“In 1853 Mr. Magarge built at an [
Expense of about $80,000, a much
larger mill adjoining the old one
and supplied it with all the anpli- )
ances of a fArst-class Fourdrinier

Mill, The main building is 78 feet, |
6 Inches long hg 54 feel deep, two |

| slorles high and attie, with & ro-
tary boller house, connecled as a
wine 26 feel by 15 feet, 6 inches,

an engine room 17 feet long by 40
feet deep, a bofler house 40 by 25
feet and chimney 100 feet high, 10
Ieet al base and § feet al top. The
Fourdrinier Paper Machine js 72
feet long and 62 inches wide. and
supplied with three 86 inch dia-
meter {ron dryers, and ten 8 inch
diameter copper dryers and two
sels of chlendar rods. There are
Lhre¢ washing and five beating en-
gines of large capacily. The ma-
chinery is propelled by a Corliss
engine of 80 horse power and the
mill is supplied with pure spri
Water by means of costly reservoirs
on the hills adjacent, from which
the water is conducted into the
vats by 1200 feet of 8 inch pipe
and 600 feet of 6 inch pipe. Some
of the reservoirs are 50 feet higher
than the factory. The weekly con- '

sumption of rags in this mil s

about 33,000 1bs, and the produec-

tion about 24,000 1bs, of iper. The
expenses per week of these two |
mills for raw material and labor |

e aout flve thousand dollars,

| "The warehouse of thig

located on the corner of Six

|
‘in height, and has a front of 50
feet on Sixth street and extends
back 66 feet. The first story of
brown stone and the remainder of
the building is of pressed - brick.
The walls are mno legs than 20
inches thick.

“The partners in thé firm are
Charles Magarge and William
Bargh, who in an extended busi-
ness ecarser_Wave altained a high
mercantile préputation, ‘Like some
tall * palm, the noiseless fabric
grew} "

In August 1871, the Cily of Phil-
adelphia purchased from Charles |
Magarege the mills and 51 acres of '
land. 865,000 was paid, in cash,
and $100,000 more was to be paid
when he vacated [he premises any-
|time within fen years from date,

The Magarges continued the
business until the early 1880’s when
the City teck over the property,
land demolished the  bulldings.
Charles Magarge died about Uhis
time.

The only reminder of past glor-
ies left standing since Willlam'
Dewees erected his paper mill in
1731, on (he 45 acres, are the pie-
turesque Wise Mill dam; the “Pro
Bcno Publico fountain of 1854; the
Magarge Paper Mill office of 1857;
the great chimney stack on the
top of the hill and the path below
the present Wise's Mill Road that
in 1742 was the York & Maris
Faper Mill Road.

The Friends of the Wissahickon,
& meriterious organization which
has done mush to take care and
publicize the Wissahickon Valley,
| have been informed that the vale
through which the Wissahickon
| Aows is 90,000,000 old, Some of
| the rocks, today, form peculiar
shopes, such as a bear's head, an
Indian head, and the huge boulder
at Robesoh's knoll, near the
Schuylkill is known as “the Quaker
bonnet" and also ms “the Sphinx,”

In the Jellet collection, a6 the

Germantown Historleal Soclety, is |
5

o print of the “Goddess of
_gglsy.'- below the Pro Bono Publ

untain, 1t is silhouetted in black

A=

bridges,
ereek, i

as Mill Road.

The last of the old red-covered
spanning  the  storied
still_standing here, and
we trust it will never be replaced
with a modern structure. All of
the other. former, Wissahickon
covered bridges have been dis-
mantled and are gone; the Ritfen-
house streef bridge above Paper
Mill Run, the Kitchen's lane-
Monastery bridge, Allen’s Lane,
and the one which stood at Live-
zey's lane.

Let us here inserl some verses
concerning the Thomas Mill Road
bridge, which were written by A.
€. Chadwiek, Jr, historian of the

Wissghickon Valley Historieal So-
clety.
The Bridge at Thomas Mill Road

As T come to the bridge at
Thomas Mill Road,

Where for years Wissahickon's
waters have flowed,

I gaze on the timbers, which
once painted red, |
Made easy sccess over the |

creek's rocky bed,
For the men and their beasts,
who hauled grist to the mill,
And although they have passed,
the pridge is there still,
slurdy reminder of (he
thitigs which have gone i
And g sign of the progress of
men struggling on.

A

The trees of the forest gave
wood for its beams,
of the

To carry the weight
grain-laden teams,

Which earted the loads to the
ponderous wheels

Qf the old Thomas Mill, to be
ground into meals.

Its sides are still boarded, its
roci casts a shade

Q'er the splintered old road-
way, which artisans laid

With many r “hought of the
drovights fo Be borne

And the sfrain which men-
made structures are torm,

Now it's conerete and sleel,
Which are used for the spans,
That cross streams and low-
lands when men make their

- plans;

And the day of the hridee,
which was once formed of
waod,

Hag Jefl us forever,

f willed it should, )

| Bub the, reverence I feel, for

s Time



OI.D WISSAHICKON MILL £

Upper Magarge Paper Mil, at Thomas Mill Hoad, Wissalilciton Creek.

"he photograph was laken in the early 18710, a few days alter a great
| freshet had demolished the ved, eovered, bridge leading to the mill, The
| picture Is reproduced ths‘nugh the kindness and courtesy of a grandson

|of Charles Magarge.

the things that aré old.

Crowds into my heart when the

story is told

Of the old covered bridge,

which at Thomas Mill Road,

Still stands where the waters,

of ages have flowed!

Aller lesving the village ‘of
Somerhausen and the Lower Ma-
garge Mill. we now journey up the
Wigsahleken, pass the Rex svenuc
bridge and the slene efigy of
Tedyudcung, and find ourselves in
Crefeld, now Chestout Hill, the

upper village in
township,

Orelold is the name of the town
i1 Clermany from whence came the

tHirteen Mennonite families which |

tounded CGermantown. They sailed

for this country on July 24th 1683

and reached Philadelphis on Octo-
ber Oth. Last month, the 250fh
anniversary of the ' seftlement of
Germantown was observed and the
committee i charge cf the cere-
mosiles received the following
cablearam  from  Professor: Dr.
Remberl, of the Mgeimat Museum,
in Crefeld, Germany: (Translation)
“The people of Crefeld held a
public mesting on October 6th ta
commemorate the 250th annivers-

ary of the drrival of the Crefeld

settlers at Philadelphiz. Proi. Dr.
Rembert delivered =2n  address
which was brogdeasted by radio.”

Between the lowsr and' upper
Magarge Mill we pass through the
deepest gorge of the Wissahidkon.
On the Chestnut Hill side of the
erenk, the hilly rise 400 feet, and
to nearly the same elevafion on
the Roxborough side,

Here s the title of Mill No. 21,
and the 147 1-2 pcres of land on
which it was located. 1689 Frank-
fort Company, 1708 John H.
Sproegell’ 11, 1712 Thomas Tress,
ironmaster. In 1690 Tress owned
one quarier of the William Ritten-
house (the first) Paper mill.  Ini

Crormantowit,

1717, Mill No. 21—that of the pres-
ent ariicle—was owned by Thomas
Carvel, Sr.

Originally it was a grist mill and
was built between 1717 and 1736
and in 1737 Thomas Carvel, Jr,
sold the mill and land to Joseph
Weolen, Sr.,, a miller of German-
town.

In 1737 Joseph Woolen applied
for 2 road from Roxborough to
Chestnut Hill, to be known as
Spruce Mill Road., He stated that
he had recently erected & new
| grist mill and wished the road, al-
ready in use, Lo be confirmed. The
petition was granted,

In 1738, Woolen and his wife,
Mary, stated that John Barge (the
son of the aforementioned Mary
by a previous marriage) had been
of great assistance and help, a
trust beformed for two years, and
Andrew Robeson, 3rd, of BSumac
Park, and Jonathan Robeson be
made trustees, and at the end of
that peried, one half of the grist
mill, balting mill, and land was to
be given to John Barge. John
Barge , married Elizabeth, the
daughter of Joseph Woolen, 8r:
The latter died in 1739, so that
the other half of the estate passed
to Joseph Woolen, Jr.

Let us leave this mill, for a mo=
| ment, to describe the "Historical
Map of Chestnut HIill," designed
and drawm by Joseph P. Sims,
architect. All the early roads, with
dates of confirma the four
Chestnut Hill mills along the Wis-
sahickon; the anclent houses, in-
cluding the positions of the dwell-

ings of John Barge, Rev. Michael
Sehlatterer, which built the paper
mill en Paper 'Mill road, in 1759;
John Piper's barn, when the In-
digns were holding their pow-wow
at Council Rock were given food]
and shelter; the farm of 1742 that
included the 45 acre tract on the

of (He map, farther away from the
mill, inglude General Washington
and his staff are seen proceeding
down the Bethlehem Pike, through
Chestnut Hill, to attack the British
in Germantown; a fanciful draw-
ing of the William Dewees paper
mill, of 1710, with & great under-
shot water wheel in the fore=/
ground; the arms of Penn and
Pastorius; and to these Joseph P,
Sims has added scores eof other
historical data. .

In 1738 the grist mill was owned
by John Barge and Joseph Woalen,
Jr. In 1750 the Ilatter married
Debora, the widow of Jonathan
Paul, of Mill No. 22. As stated
before, she had an interest in thres

«old Mill Road, now Highland aves
nue and various other landmarks,
nepr Mill No. 21 are on this map.
_ Beyeral other interesting features

| of (he Chestnut Hill mills, and

| also the Thomas Livezey mill, inj

Roxborough,

The widows and daughters of|

these old-time Wissahickon mﬂlafg
were largely accustomed to marry-
ing voung and often. The millers

were the largest owners of property
in the neighborhood. At times &
very nice dowery went with the
bride, as in the case of the Widow
Debora Paul. .

In 1754, Josephh Woolen, Jr,, be-
came embarassed and at a sherifl's
sale, his brother-in-law, John
Barge, purchased one quarter in-
terest in the mill (No. 22) and 61

acres of land. coniaining a grist
mill, house, ete, for 335 pounds
sterling. Also 194 acres and one
half an interest in the Grist Mill
(No. 21), for 805 pounds sterling.

John Barge died in 1755 and In
his will mentions the Spruce Mill,
which was a paper mill, and 243
acres of ground., which he Ieff fo
his widow, Elizabeth, and their
children,

He left his house (in Chestnut
Hill}, at 8502 Germantown ayenue
where Nicholas Hasselbach anc
Bamuel Sauer later conducted their

printing establishment, to his
mother, Mary, if She stayed away
from her, then-living, husband. She
seems o have done petter in her
first two marriages than she did in
the third. .
“In 1766 Mary Dewees, wife of
Farmer Dewces, and daughter of
John Barge, sold a quarter interest)
in this mill and land to Josepli
Mather, who had married Eliza-
beth, the widow of John Barge. In
1774 Joseph Mather was taxed for
the mill and in 1783 the place was
taxed as a grist mill, one quarter
to Joseph Mather and three-quar-
ters to Andrew Barge, the son of
John. 1]
In 1784 the heirs sold the prop-
erty to Daniel Thomas, a miller
from Moreland Township. The
present name of Thomas' Mill
road takes its name from this pur-
chaser. 'The mill was owned by
the Thomas family for more than
fifty years, and in 1339 it and 25|
acres were sold to Franklin A,
Comly. A sheriff’s sale in 1844
assed it into the possession of
William Lukens. An earlier Wil-
liam Lukens, of this same family, |
was the ancestor of President
Thecdore Roosevelt; and (he pres-

ent Mrs. Franklin® D. Roosevelt,
Wife of the Nation’s present Chief

% 1 the property was pur-
agsed by Edwin R. Cope, a paper



Wissahickon mill’

llar bank note issued by the Bank nr Germantown, in 1848, Gharles Magarge,
?wﬁ:et:-.d;u:ru ;Imctnr of the bank from 1841 to 1868, and President from 1844 te 1866. John Fanning Wa,t-
son, auther of “Watsén’s Annals of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania,” was the cashier, Note the portmits of

bank officers.

'msker. who in fhe same year was|
a partner in the firm of Magarge

& OCope. In a map, dated 1851
the firm was also given as Magarge
& mt. verifying this state-
m

 In the early 1850's Cope lefi Ma-
garge and bought the Riverside
per Mllls at Lafayette (mow Mi-
quon), in Whitemarsh Township.'
‘He 'sold this plant to-W. E. Ham-
ilton, in 1865. In 1859 the sheriff
gold the Cope Wissahickon paper
mi.!l to Charles Magarge and in
1867, the latier sold it Lo his bro-
ther, Edwin Magarge. The widow
ef lmwin Earah R. Magarge, sold
t.t[g hold.tng to the city ia 1872 for

The old mill dam is just above
the 'I‘h.amas Mill Road bridge. The
springs on the adjacent hills sup-
plied the water to make the paper.
This spring water was stored in
reservoirs from which it was con-
dueted into vats by means of 2100
feet of pipe. Some of the reser-
yoirs were fifty feet higher than
‘the mill, and their ruins are still
traceable on the paths leading
a}ong @ small stream which flows

to the Wissahickon

‘mill road. The product of this
paper mill was noted for its ex-
treme whiteness, due to the purity
:I the water used in its manufae-
ure,

In the early 1870's the red-cov-
ered bridge was washed away in a
freshet that created great damage
along the Wissahickon, (See illus-
tration).

Tradition has it that this mill
was named at the time it was the
\ipper Magarge Mill, the “Han-

mill, after that section of
!:'.igland from which the Magarges
griginally came. However, it may
be that one of l;!he wilvlzsn “:fn ;;he
- Magarges came Irom ut
the family itself were of Irish ex-

traction.

‘As mentioned earlxer, ir_he grand-
rmranta of Charles Magarge were
w and Susanna Livezey Ma-

just. above

‘gayge. In 1704 the former pur-
chased g grist mill on the Wissa-
(hickon, that in 1731 had been a
grivt mill on the Roberl Townsend
properiy of 1685-86. Huogh Robeits,
after 1704, also purchased a prist)
mill, that in 1731 alse boen exected
| ©n the same: properiy.

I The Iaiher of | Jogeph M:\g'tr“:*
was Palric Magargel, a native of
Trelangd, who ecamie lo Pennsylyania
enrly in the 1700, He married
Margarel Waterman, a dnﬁcandam‘

of Captain Humphrey Waeaterman,
ef the Barbadoes and was subse-|
nuently o large landowner in Ab-
ington and Lower Dublin town-
ships, ‘Margaret Magargel died the
“10th Month, 10th, 1738” and in|
1741 her widower gave a mortraegs
e 33 1-2 acres of land in Abing-
ton Township. At this {ime nao
wife was mentioned,

_But before 1747 he had marvied
Rebecea, as her name appsars in 2
mortgage of that date, In Lower
Dublin, Magargel and his  wife,
Rebecea, deeded this land to their:
son, John, in 1770, In 1783 the
Crhpan’s Court granted adminis-.
tration of his estate to Jacob Ma-
garge,

Three of the sons of Patric Ma-,
gargel, Sr., were in the Pennsyl-
vania Militia during the Americanl
Revolution. These were John
Jacchb and Joseph Magarge.

In a mortgage dajed 1752, Pﬂtric
Magargel (with the mname 50
spelled in the mortgage book)
signed the deed before Benjamin
Franklin, who was a justice in that
Vear.

Many of the later Magarges w
sided in Bristol Township, near the
mill on the Wingohocking Creek.
Miss Mary Anng Jones, a descend-
ant of Joseph Magarge, writes to
this chronicler: “My mother, when !
a little child, lived in a house. still
standing, on Chureh Lane, scross
the road from the Roberts Mill"

Two of the grandsons of mem-'
‘bers of the firm of Charles Mau-
garge & Company, in 1850, ave to-.
| day” members of the firm of Curtis'

| Paper Company, of Newark, Dela-

ware, and Mount Holly Springs,
Pa.

Tn the illustration of the ten dol-
lar note of the Bank of German-|
town in 1848, there will be noted
the likenesses of Charles Magarge,
the bank president, and John Fan-
ning Watson, the cashier, the laf-
ter being the author of the fmqqs
“Annals.” Y

In closing this article it is
just that we extend our thanks
Samuel F. Houston for the a.cuﬁmf-

panying illustrations, which have
greaﬂy added to the interest of the

Lower and Upper Magarge Mills,
and also for other parts of the
Wissahickon mill narrative
are to follow. “

tinuing our journey t
hicken Cresk to visit Hmwy._
Mill (our Ne. 23) let us return
& few brief moments to the I
Magarge Paper Mill,

On Sunday, Noyember Iﬁﬁ:
in company with the edi :
Suburban Press, we
for the lest “Goddes
ge depicted in the
along the mman:.tc_

slream, between the Fro
Fublico formiain and Wises 11!
Dam. e
It requires, however, a great deal
of imagination to recognize
thing which resembles our
emblem of liberty. S
o g G nh% “the
graphs o pal 18 |
twmda, just above the Hartwell
nue hridfe on

Dt 1 1752 was the York & 1




‘And now to resume our ‘hike”
JM; the Wissahickon, from Bell’s|

Mill Road northeastward,  After|
a short walk of about half an hour,
We come to a sharp bend in the
‘ereek. The Andorra Nurseries arc
on Lhe Jeft side of the road. ILeh-
man's map of Crefeld (1751) shows
the pdait.inn of the old Henry De-
wees Mill, sbeut 200 feet farther)
up the ecreek. than the location!
shown on Sims’ Historical map, as

reproduced on Uhese pages last)

Henry Dewees owned a farm and
dwelling, over the county border in
Spﬁngﬂeid Township (Montgom-
ery County) on the road to Barren
Hill. Today three golf courses;

of the Roxborough, N )}
H:ﬁe and  Whitemarsh Cou 1;1:5'
Gh&bs; with their greens, fairy, v
aitractive club houses; " gye.

loeated on the old farms and add
greatly ta the speric appearance of
Lhe countryside.
 The one-time paper mill was Jo-
catéd on a small {ract of one half
an aore, with o fronfage of 68 feet
on the on, and ran back
nbm;t 450 fest. This small parcel
of land would nof permit of a mill
dam on the Wissahickon, s0 ths|
mill must have been erected on the |
smaller stream which empties into
‘the Wissahickon, and flows down
from Whitemarsh Lo this point near|
ke Andorra Nurseries, ai North-
wastem avenue.
The half acre we are _desertbing
was on the old Crefeld village part
of an 81 ncre fract that Thomas

8 | purchased
 of it. Garres was. the Son
n Dewees, 31, who -
f of his fa‘LMT’s mill on
hickon. This mill, whien
ve 1 v? numbered 26, will be de-

ribed I a futwre artiele,

on mber Hth 1174 7, Garret
| Deweos, a millgr, with wife Agnes,
sol hls brother, Henry Dewees,
kS : of Springfield

D, Ohe half acre, and 1t
: : , before 1751 that Henry
g;wees buﬁt his paper mill (No.

‘The 1747 states that Henry was
& popermelker, and Dr. MacFarlane,
Ohestnut Hﬂl chronigler, records, in
mentioning the Clever Mill, near
Flourtown on thewvlvolssahickun “the
adjoining nged to Hemry
Dewees, who had s paper mill there
before the ons which he bullt at
the bend of the Creek.”

Henry Dewees, ef 1716 to 1801,
and his wife, Rachel, had six sons,
one of whom, Henry, Jr., we will
dizenss later,

Henry Dewees, in making a peti-
tion for n road, stated that he

owned two tracts of land not far

distant from ench other: “the one

where the dwelling house standeth

is sltuated In Springfield Manor

and the other on which & paper

mill is  buil
ip, "

t, ~in  Germantown

urcd cartridga paper during bha

syolution, for the use of the Am-
"an patriotis.

. réfefence to the shortage of

.yar abt the time of the Revolu-

_don, Ly H. Weeks, relates: Printers

gnd pubiishers paper stock, used
and unuzed, was drawn upomn. and
a great deal of hot shot was poured
«into the ranks of 'the enemy
wrapped ‘in equally hot sermons,
tracts and political addresses.”

Weeks also mentions a. [arge
number of sheets of paper, from
Fox's Book of Mariyes” and the
last edition of the Sauer Bible, of|
1776, were confiscaled and used for)
the sams purpose. |

There were aleo confiseated about |
twenty-five hundred copics of a
sermeon upen “Defensive War," dis-
covered -in the garvet of g house|
where Benjamin Franklin had pre-
viously conducted  his  printing
Jbugineds,

In 1767 and 1768 Henry Dewess

‘purchaged about 30 ascres of land|

adjoining the hali-pere mill land.

AIn 1792 Henry Dewees, Jr., sold
the sbove 30 and one-half acres of
land to Mary Pauyl, the widow of
John Faul (of our Mill No. 22).
‘The Chestnut Hill Riding Academy
and Driving Cinh, now has a large
stable and other bufldings on =2
portionn of this land.

This deed, of 1702 mentions
| buildings, bul no paper mill, on this|
hall acre, so we suppose this mill
at the "bend of fhe Wissahickon"|
|was disconlinued prior to that)
date.

And now for Mill No, 24, which!
was the second paper mill in Am-|
|erica; that of William Deweeql
dated 1710,

The Bims: Historical Map, which
was printed in The Suburban Press,
on Nevember 238rd, glves the loen-
tion of the 100 actes of ' land oh
which this old industrial plant was
located,

The one-time Dewees pianta.tion

|18 now familint ag the grounds of

Mount 8t. Jogeph's College, and is
bounded by the Wissahickon Creek,
Germanfown gvenuo, and North-
westeran avenue.

In 1684, the 100 acres was ovaed
by" Jacob Telnier and Dhrck  Sip-
man. In 1701-02 Heivert Papen
purchased the traet,  Papen was
Barn in 1665, came o Amerien in
1685. and about 1890 married Eliza-
beth Rittenhouse, Lhe daughter of
William Rittenhouse, the first paper
maker on the American continent.
Papen died in 1708,

Dewees purchased of the Papen
heirs, in 1910, thal 200 acres of
land that is located 500 feel east
of where the Wissahickon Creek
crosses the present Cily Line; and
| ended about 300 feet west of Ger-
mantown avenue.

It is said that Willlam Dewees
and hig brothersin-law, Nicholas
Rittenhouse, were apprentices in
the firsl. paper milll on Paper Mill
Ruyn, Rexberough.

Dr. J. J. MucFarlane states thai
“The existence of this mill as early
as 1710 is shown by extracls from
the records of the personal ao-
counts of Rey. Paulus Van Sleef, o
Duteh Reformed minister in Penn-
sylvanin.”  The. following records

et "Jrf re. -a' s -
cenits per quire. |5 quires ©
at 7 1-2 cents per

wees, Sr., before, when
paper mill on the 45 ac

|'meetings in the house of William'

| tewnship Hes west of Whitemarsh

:

. Honorable Courl Lo mppoint a jam!,

lower Msagarge Paper Mill.
Swarden, Holland.

‘papar
quirs, etbs 4
We have mentionad e

built the

in Som-|
erhausen, that later became the

Dewees was born in 1677 in Liev-
He arriyed in
New York in 1688 and soon after
seftled in Germantown. In 1704'
he was sheriff of Germantown, -

In carly 1710 or shartly thereurtar
there were but three dwellings in
Crefeld (Chestnut Hill) one of
which was  that of Dewees)
stood on the west side of Gem’lm
town avenue, betweenn City Line
and the Wissahickon, After 1899
it was demolished. Plymouth seis|
tlers: spoke of having to go “througly

| the wilds of Germantown oil t.haim
| way to the city

The Whitemarsh Reformed
Chureh, organized in 1710, wa& the|
first congregation in Chestnuf Hill,
and for forty-three wyedrs held

Dewees, who was one of the eariy
elders. In 1711, his wife, Christine|
Meels, was recorded @s & member, I

What is now Germantown avenie|
was opened in 1687 2s a cart road|
from Front street, Philadelphia, (o

Plymouth Township. 'This latter

Towmship, the Schuylkilt
river.

A low bridge, more than likely,
varried the cart road across 1
Wisealieken at an enrly period. |

On Mareh 3rd, 1729-30, W‘i]lim
Deweos snd others petitioned tlie}
Cuurt, as follows: “The hunible ¢
titton ©f William Dewees dn
ather inhabitants of the Counly o
Philadelphia, humbly sheweth thay
your petitioner, Willam Dewm
has been an imhabitant in Germmz
Township for many years by Fasl
and has been an encourager
| lrade and benefaclor to the ¢
by his mills, constantly going
furnish Dart of the city and county
about him; thai not only (he eme
ployees of the said mills, but ﬁ

upper.

petitioner’s comtatnication
parts of the eounty is much ]

almAg

the opeighborhood in  the
dzred by, the steppage in :&n
accustomed toad hereafter men=
tioned for miany years by past far
travellers fraveling these p
lbe great damage of your patit
er's ang the county within Sam
miies af the said place;
“That your Petifioner, with Aev=
eral others, hath by voluntary sub-

. scriplion erected a bridge over the
|'Wissahicken Creek, near unto De-
'wees Mills for ihe convemienge o
(said roed and better accominodn-
| tion of Trayellers that tavel

this part of the country, which &
thought to attribute much to the
colntry’s good; that that your e
tioners having been at great cha

and expenses for fhe convening of!

the said road humbly: reguests the

to lay the said road op-em' its L
ing out of North' Wales, or Pi?q_
mouth Road, on Ll HUL

| down to said
A




upper parts i
mtmry and to make the mw an
established road, efe; eto,, and your
Petioners as in Duty Bound will |
ever pray.”

Tn 1713 Dewees sold the mill and
100 acres to Nicholas Rittenhouse,
W. Streeper, A. Tunis, and John
‘Gorgas. The first three were the
execulors of the eslate of H. Pa-

en, from whom Dewess had

oought the 100 acres in 1710. |

Gorgas married Psyche Ritten-
house, the daughfer of Nicholas
Ritlenhouse,

We know nothing of the history
of the paper mill from 1713 until
1729, in which year Deweces again
purchased 93 acres of the 100 acre
tract that he secured in 1710, which
contained a paper mill, grist mil'l
etc.

In his petition for the ma.cl in
1729, Dewees stoted that his mills
were “constantly going to furnish-
ing pari of the city and county
aboutl him.”

From this we would suppose that
from 1713 until 1729 Dewees con-
tinued to carry on a paper mill gnd
aiso added a grist mill.

But in an article which will fol-
low, we will learn that Dewees pur-
chased the property In 1729 and
| that hes and his son-in-law, Henry
Antes, apparently bullt 2 new pape:
and grist mill, on the 93 acres jac{"
menfioned,

It is the beliel of Lhe writer thar
the site of the 1710 paper mill was
\ adjoining, or on the same spot, a:
the mills of 1729,
| Sims” Historical Map, Lehman'
|'C_he.'smut Hill Map of 1750, and the
latter's Crefeld Township Map of
(1951, all locate the mill and the
‘ mil race, north of the Wissahicken

and Germsantown avenue.

The spectator, who today stands
on the Germantown avenue bridge
over the Wissahickon, between the
mill rece and the storied stream,
will ‘ses, about 150 feel northwest,
a square mill-house, marked 1753-
1869. The walers of the old De-
wees mill race now turn the wheels'
of 4 pump in this old structure,
which also eontalns n well and
provides waler for bulldings of the
Mount St Joseph  College, which
are op the hillside to the left. This
pump - house surmounted by a
shrine, is shown in an aceompany-
Hing illustration.

Atop of the pump-house and'
shrine, is a weather-vane formed
Iike a fish, This, very possibly.
may have adorned one of the old
mills. Lebman's mop of 1751, shows
the mill with g weather-vane which
might be a fish. |

The ent-fsh 18 so often mention-
ed in connection with the Wissa-
hickan Creelt, that {he emblem
may have some loeal significance.

A. C. Chadwick, Jr., of the Sub-
urban Press, pointed out to me the
teupola of the Falls of Schuylkill
branch of the Free Library of
Philadelphia, al Midvale avenue
and Warden Drive, on which the
architects in planning the library
building very thoughifully placed
a weather-vane fashioned like =&

catfish, in compliance to the early
‘histery of the neighborhood,
. |'The next chapter of our Wissa-

‘hickon Mills story will relate the| ohuren

&nown facts sbout the Chestout,

|S.hr1m~ canopy and interesting
|weathersvane on ancient well al
the grounds of Mt St Joseph's

College, along the Wi@:sn.hmknn at
Chestnut Hill

Hill mills of 1729.

Errata! In last week's article, |
mention was made of the early iron

[ warks of Thomus Rutter and Sam-

uel Bavage. The word “bridge” was |

used, instead of “forge” which
should have appeared,
The Author

Our story of the Wissahickon
Mills now carries us to Mill No. 28,
which was the paper mill of the
Rev, Michael Schlatier. This plant
was erccted on the stream rising
east of Chestnut Hill ErOsses’
Paper Mill Run. (which receives its
name from the mill), Bethlehem
Fike, near the ‘Wheel_f!mnp; and
through “Compton,” as desecribed
last week, and empties inte the
Wissahickon nhear the old Dewees
Dam

The mill was located in Bprlnp
field township, Montgomery Cb:)un»:l
ty, and on Holmes' Survey of 1681-
68, It is marked “Gulielma Maria|
Penn's Manor of Sprfngﬁel R ¢
is sald that Willlam Penn visited
here at the time he gave the tract:
to his wife. 1

At an early period H. Groethaus-
en settled on 500 acres here, with-'
out. p deed. To obtain {title he
journeyed to London and inter-
viewed Madam Pennk-and she in-
structed the court in Pennsylvania
to grant him a deed to the prop-
erty. Henry Schleydern purchased
135 acres of this tract. He owned
several other large plantations in
Somerhausen and was ene of the
three pwmers of land there, who in
1735 dedicated a twu—pen:h strip of
land for a road that later was
called Wises’ Mill lane, that is now
Iaglh.r as Hartwell avenue.

1759 Schléydern sold the 135
acres to his son-in-law, Rev. Mich-
acl Schlatter. The latter was a
native of 8t. Galle, Switzerland,
educated in Hnlla.nd and in 1746
was sent to Phﬂaﬁelphja 0 omn
lze the Reformed congregation In
oa, Ha was. mim.‘psﬂar the

| access to Roxborough. It then a

| Kingston, Tenn., a

i

| between the properties of '8,
| White and the Magee Farm, t

REV, MICHAEL SCHLATITER

Prior to the creation of the Unlt-|
ed States of America, Michael
Schlatler was the reetor of the
Market Sguare German Reformeil
Church, Germantown, It was he
who owned the Wissahickon Creek
paper mill which was built by John
Sheetz, in 1759, on Paper Mill
Road, above Chestnut Hill,

and fo furnish the same
oper utensils for making par
aiter the Baftle of German
and the Américan Govemment

er re-imbuz::d& gilm for the
amounting pounds - Bﬂﬁﬂmﬂ‘c
In 1759 Bchlatter leased for six-

Leen ara.212am'ea¢1this._.
to Jrhn Sheetz, a papermaker, o
= with the 1 :

= to evect g paper
In 1760 the paper mills mpart}r'
erected, but Sheefz, to mnpluﬁ
and equip the mill placed a |
gage on the property for 843
pounds, with Jacob Hagy, a papers
maker from Whitemarsh Township.
In 1764 Hagy owned [wo
mills, and a saw mill
marsh adjoining the 1
Nicholas Hassenbach :ma)
Henry Katz (1'168). Jacob

the C
Road, and also another road over
the Schuylkill to Norristown :\DIIL
After 1769 these roads were named
Hagy's Ford Roads, and are so-
called today. One begins

ins at the
old Gulph road, back of Nar :

lo Mill Creek and out the same 1o
the Schuylkill river, where fn the
old days Hagy's Ford

cended the hills on the
slde of the river to what is
 Port Royal avenue (onue
Lane) to the ninth mueatom
Ridge avenue. In 1850 four
dences of the fnmﬂy were
located in this section. I the il-
lustration of the Ep. Cal
edral, in an article of Noven,
ber 23rd, Hagy street is in the fores
ground, parallel with ve
nue. Bushrod W,




the "Great Road o

cpened from

Dewees' mill (at Germantown

avenue) to Great Road leading fo

Nerth Wales (Bethlehem Pike) fo

Church road, “leading the way fo
Church).’

R
the ﬁa‘
L ol

: bW chmsatons | nre-

church.” (St. Thomas's

Before 1765 the road, now Psné!‘
Mill Road, had been laid out g
in the Road Docket Room, at 5
Hall, a very interesting mey is
an racord giving this ‘road. trees,
and houses, but no mill is designat-
ed. John Sheetz died in 1768 and
I cannot trace the mill after that
date, A map of 1874 gives a sav 2
mill on this stream, just before it 3
orosses Bethlehem Pike near the
Wheel Pump.

I{ any of the readers of this ar-
‘tiele can provide further in- g
formation regarding this old paper

Edward FParmer
‘the

'x‘nemyarm ‘hefore m@ns;
mthe;ﬂ.ﬁant&c.hﬂtms- i

24 March 1789, advertised the mills
7 for sale, as follows: “Valuable mer-
. ehant mill, nnthawmhlukon.ia

from Philad i

| Morris Arboretum

Mauwmﬂge' am m':
mmwhm wmmwﬂn

< ‘the wmmwwrms o o
%mmm mmwﬁ }

‘After leaving the Dewees' MilL
sephs College, described last mkf
we follow the Wissahickon Creek
past Northwestern avenue, and en-
ter Springfield Township of Monl-
gomery County to visic the site of
the Streeper-Piper Mill (No. 27) on
land now the Morris Arboretum, of
the University of Pmnsylv&nia. .

“William Penn gave this Penn's
Manor"” of Sprlngﬁﬂld.. o hjs wizel
Guilelma Maria Springett. It is 50
marked on Holmes map of 153!&-

/1688, as indicated on survey
in Suburban Press of July 27th,

Madam Penn requested an outlet
from her manor to the Behuy
River, and a strip about 250 feel
porth of Grermaniown and Roxbor-
ough was given to herl 911 this
strip, about 200 feet north - the
City Line, William Ewaw_._i\ Jr,l
buils, before 1781, & grist mill ane
saw mill,

Miss Lydin T. Morris diaa-, J,a.m!.-.
ary 24th, 1932, and willed to th
University of Pennsylvania the tract
of 73 acres of “Bloomfitdd” in

1Bprlngﬂeld Township, which con-
tains the Streeper mill, and atso’ﬁ
acres of "Compton” south of the
Oity Line, extending to Hillerest
ayennue, Chestnut Hill, 'The gift is
known as the “Morris Arboretum of
the University of Pennsylvaniat A
description of the giff, printed n
1932, mentions the old mill, mi
the east bank of the Wis
on thtparuanufthe Eshrteknﬁ#ﬁ
as “Bloomfield”, stands a pictur-
esque grisi mill on the site of an
earlier mill which antedated the
Revolution. Driven by & hug
waler-wheel, this old mill, up un
recently, ground the grain suppl
for the cattle on the farm of the

estatel
‘plantation «fp

The “Compton”
Chestnut Hill was also g parl.
Bfrecper grant of 1684 and
Papen tract of 1701, I is om tk
tract that the Arboreum i loes
printed ace €8

was 2 full-fedzed batani




was, it 15 sald, the first university |ocwners of € land In Springfield| .. e el ‘mill for 250
T tote enumiey 5 mavs & gt | s OF St Tand T Wt Aty e

bushels of wheat and the same ren-
[tal for the plantation. A certain
amount of chestnut logs could be
lused for heating the college build-
Mngs during the winter,

‘ment of bolany, has, as if Buﬂds
tialities in this field such as few
educational institufions have ever

liam 2nd, built the grist and saw

mill and 250 acres of land,
Tradition has it that this mil

supplied General Lafayette and his

@

lieen given at a single time."
Today a turbine motor, dri_v:;n__by
the waters of fhe Wissahickon
pussing through & mill-race, gives)
the power to turn the wheel, and
pumps the water from a nearby
spring, or well, Into the farm build-
ings used by the Arborstum tract
of the former “Bloomfield” and
“Compton.” }
This is today one of the very few
of the 48 Wissahickon mills that
are still running, |
Willlam Streeper, Sr., was one of
the founders of Germeantown. He
came from Crefeld, sailed on the
“Concord", and reached Philadel-
phia on October 6fh, 1663. He re-
celved from his brother, Jan, 100
acres of land. The brother did not
come to the colonies. James Clay-
poole, one of Penn's commissioners
sald of the passage, “The blessing
of the Lord did ailtend us so that
Wwe had a very comfortable passage,
and had our health all the way.”
On August 3rd, 1883, Daniel Fran-
cis Pastorius arrived in Philadel-
phia and at first used a half-cave
‘house mlong the banks of the Dela-
ware, later making his way to what
is now Germanfown. An agree-
ment signed by William Streeper’
sud six others, in October 1683,
' Mads in part: “As well as we our-
| Belves, in the cave of Prancis Dan-
el Pagiorius, at Philadelphia, did
‘cast lots for the respeetive Iots
{which they and we then began io
settle In Germantown, }

William  Streeper, Br, died in
1717, In his' will he called himseif
“of  Somerhausen”, Germantown.
He left 250 acres eaxch, in adjoining
properties in Whitemarsh, German-
fown and Springfield Townships to
his sons, Peter and Lenert. and also
B0 aeres In  Crefield, "along the
Swamp”, Lo his son John.

In 1684 William Streeper, Sr.,
owned 50 acres, and in 1698, 118
acres of the Crefeld village, bound-
el by the present Stenton apxl
Northwestern avenues,

“Compton” is an ideal location
(for an  arboretum as two good
‘Biged  streams flow through the
blantation, the one to the morth
rises in Cheltenham township, and
crosses the land on Paper Mill
Run, where In 1759, Rev, Michael
Schlatter erected his paper mill
Just east of Bethlehem Pike and
the. Wheel Pump, there was a saw
Jrill on this stream, and where It
joins the Wissahickon, just south of
Northwestern avenue is said to be
the site of Willlam Dewees’ first
paper mill, of 1710, The second
small stream Irrigating “Cempton”
starts near the Pennsylvania Rail-
road station al Chestnut Hill. Tem-
‘ole and Swan Ponds on the arbore-
lm estate utilize the waters off
%?%gl;&qm_-and adds to the charm|

10%_the natural surroundings. ‘keep! in repair, so it was suggested
i 1605 Streeper had married the| (jat would be more profitable {0,
k L e ot% SN enlarge and improve the mil), - |
| I,.. A o - '- =5

mill, that was on Stoney Creek and

soldiers with flour when he was
encamped at Barren Hill, which
camping ground was between the
xill and Ridge road, in Whitemarsh
Township.

| In 1783 the widow of William
_Streeper, Jr., was assessed for the
same mills and 100 acres of land
In the same year the helrs of
Streeper sold the mill and 19 aeres
to one of the sons, George Bireeper,
who settled in Oharleston, 8. Q.|
and a daughter, Hannah, who mar-
ried John Piper. In 1788, John|
Piper purchased the mill. Piper
survived until 1844 when he died.
The grist mill was rebullt during
his ownership, as the date-stone on
the present mill reads: “Springfield
Mills, 1834”. In 1846 Henry A,
‘ Piper continued as the owner, until

his death 'in 1881. In 1882 Howard
Ritter sold the mill to George C.
Thomas for $10,000. In 1909, (the
year of the accompanying illustra-
tion) the turbine wheel beside the
mill pumped the water from a well
inte the pond in the foreground. |
Trout were hatched and rafsed
here for the markets and sold to
the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, the
Union League and other pmmment-‘
clubs and hostelries, at 50 cents|

George C. Thomas sold 100 acres
of his holdings to the Whitemarsh
Country Club, and a part of the
?gliisah'ickon flows through this golr

Thomas sold other portions to
Judge Mitter, of Norristown, and
| then it passed to John T Morris,
and next to his sister Lydia T,
‘Morris, ;
| As the University now owns the
cld Colonlal mill, throngh a gift,
et us give a short history of an-|
‘other colonial prist mill, which the
‘trustees purchased as an invesi-
‘ment, : .

Al a mestihg of the Trustesg of |
“The' College, Academy, and Char-
ity School”, on Oclober ard, 1776,
Dr. William Smith, whose dwelline
still stands on Indian Queen lane,
Falls of Schuylkill, who was chalr-
man of the Board, acquaints this
group “in consideration of the dif-
Heulty which they find in investing
the large sums of money which
Iately have been paid in to them
by borrowers, and desiring to save
interest, he had Ilately purchased
for the college from Col. John Bull,
for 6000 pounds sterling, that vali-
&ble plantation and grist mill at
Norriton,” (now Norristown).

_The mill had been formerly own-
€d by Charles Norrls, and it was
agreed that John Jones, a mill-
wright, be employed to repair the

the Schuylkill river,
'_This mill had only one pair of
stones and on  expensive dam to

later passed into the hands ¢ ' Gol,

| our Mill No. 11, at Kitchen’s lan
| lands of John Roberts, of

In 1779 the charter of “the Col-|
lege” was withdrawn by the State
Assembly, and the “University of
the State of Pennsylvania” was in-
corporated.

The “History of Montgomery|
'County” by Bean, gives this history

of the mill, “Charies Norris had
built a grist mill here several years
Lefore 1771. It was pjopel by
water from the Schuylkill river, b
means of a dam erected from the
north shore to Barbadoes Island,

John Bull, who made  add ional
improvenithits, so that at e e
thereof to Rev. Willlam Smith in
October 1776, it was stated to in-
clude & grist mill, powder mill and
other buildings, which were all
burned by the British. Later, 1t
was sold to John Markley, In 1801
it contained merchant, flour miil,
saw mill, besides two exira mill
sites,” :

In 1784 it was proposed by mem-
bers of the new University that
they move the institution to the
'site of the mill and plantation .at
Norriton. They had so much trou-
ble trying to oblain a revenue from

|the plantation that they evidently

believed it would save money by
'permanently locating there. '

After the Assembly virtually con-
fscated the College, they added to
the funds of the new corporation a
large amount of money received

!from fhe sale of confiscated prop-

erty, but in 1789 they restored the
charter again to the College, and
in 1791 the University of Pennsyl-
vania was formed by the union of
Ihe old Collega and the Pennsyl-
vania State University, of

In 1790, Edward Milner, owner of

purchased the confiscated milly and

Creek, Lower Merion, the deed
states that the University of the
State of Pennsylvania was to re-
celve forever “87 and nine-tenths
bushels of wheat every six months",

Many of these rentals and confis-

cated estates were later returned
Lo the original owners,

Errata: In article of December
7th, the date of the Dewees-Gorgas
mill should read 1728 instead of
1720. Of the Dewees’ paper and
grist mill, 1729 instead pf  1739;
Joseph Middleton sold in i
1838; and dateston® reads “1753-
1889”, nok 1867. :
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was known ag Jonathan Paul's
Grist mill, and the  Tedyuseung
woolen and colion factory.

After leaving the upper Magarge
paper mill, which was described
Iast, week, we proceed & quarter of
# mile farther up the Wissahickon,
through the deep, rocky porge, and
aroind the bend In the stream to
whal is familiar today, as the Bell's|
Mill road bridee.

Here; the pedestrian will find but
few auntormobiles, and everything is
‘gulet arid rvestful. The miniature
fllusteation which accompanies this
articles shows quite a collection of
bulidffes ' near the span  crossing
the siream. These were the build-
ings Hf the Tedyuseung Mill, of
1870, which stood on the site of the
ancimt. Howell grist mill, of 1710

In the background will be noticed |
how the secluded, Wissahickon Val-
ley opens out into the plains of
Springfield in  Whitemarsh Town-
Ship,*once a beautiful farm cotn- |
fry, but now covered with menS'L
fairways, and attractive ' club-/!
noulies of several molf alnbs

A move has been made by in-4
|fAuential people, that is endorsed by
|residents  of Roxborough and
Chestnut Hill, that another great
high bridge, similar Lo those at:
Weinut lane and Henry avenue,
thrown across the Wissahickon!
Creek at this section, which with
snolher structure over the Schuyl-
kilt*river would formm n convenient
by-pass for New England traffic
proutid Philadelphia, on the way
L] Washington and points south.

ITn tha future when the great
Cathedral Church of Christ, of the

Iseopal Diccese of Pennsylvania,
now being erected in Roxborough
just beyond the 9th milestone on
Ridge avenue, overlooking the val-
leve of (he Sehuyjkill and Wissa-
hiekon, 18 nomplatad‘ | better
thoroughfares will, be reguired to
resch what is at: present one of
the most beautiful but inaccessibile
spots in Philadelphia,

Frank R. Walson, architect of
the Cathedral Church of Christ,
now under construction in Roxbor-
ough, informs us that the church
‘site ia 417 feet above sea level, onc
of the highest poinis In Philadel-
phia county.. Lady Chapel, mnear
Ridge avenue, is about completed,
as far as the exterior is ecncerned,
and from the windows of this
sirueture can be eén the Dela-
ware river Bridge, Bryn Mawr, and
the BSchuylkill and Wissghickon
Valleys, as well as Whitemarsh
Valley., When completed, the
chiurch tower will be 220 feet high
from the fleor to the nave.

If the oid-time Indians, who
enee were housed in John Piper's
old barn, could return to their
haunts along the Wissahickon, they
‘would doubtless be horfftied to see
(such modern improvements as golf
gu;am and eathedrals on the site|

|m111, and n desm-lptinn ql’
lage of Crefeld, the '
bz four original divisions nl' Grer-,
jmantown. It will also! ‘be observed
ithat the fox hunter is [ollowing Lhe
‘heunds down the hills, Irom Rox-
borough, and is about to pass over
what we now call “Beli's Mill Road |
bridge,” and also the old settle-
‘ment of 1840 which was known as
Fumpkinsviile.

The other four inserts of the
Dewees Mill, General Washington,
Sauver's printing office and the In-
disr encampment, -~ have: the  ex<
pinnatory lext under each,

And now fo fake wup our search
among the musty old deeds and
surveys which tell us the early his-
tory of the prist mill.

In 1884, J. I. Van Bebber was
granted 61 acres of land ,in the
village of Crefeld, from the Spring-
field (Northwestern avenus) -line to
the Romerhausen line. Nearly all
of the grants in Germantown wete
jlong narrow paralellograms. This
particular one, of Van Bebber's,
was about 6760 feet long and only
{400 fesi wide. The Wissahickon
CGreek and Bel's Mill Road bisect-
ed the tract. y ]I
In 1704 Van Bebber sold the
plantation to Thomas Rutter and
Samuel Savage. The former is said
to have built “at Manatawny, in
1717" the first iron bridge in Penn-
fisylyania. It was altacked by In-|
dians in 1728, the redskins were
repulsed with greal  losg by the
workmeil.

The next owner of the mill pron-
{erly was Daniel Howell, in 1710,
t-a.rnci he it was who erected the grist
mill, His son, Benjamin purchased
the mill in 1730. He married Cath=-
erine Papen, the daughter of Wil-
liam Rittenhouse, Br, the frsy
paper maker.

In 1733, a petition for the con-
firmation of the line of a road to
Benjamin Howell's mill, stated that
a grist mill and "been in emteuce
for more than twenly years'
where this road crossed the Wissa-
Hickon, “that the road is now ob-
structed” and asked that the
thoroughfare be confirmed from’
the north side of Chestnut Hill {o
Robeson’s, or Ridge road. The pe-
tition was accepied. The road has
had many names, among them be-
ing, Howell's Mill Road, Pauls
Mill Road, Widow Paul's Road,
Bell’s Mill Road, Thorpe Lane and
|lnow again, Bell's Mill Road. The[
1
|

|present bridge was bullt by Isaac
Bell in 1820,
In 1738 Howell sold the mili and
61 acres for 1800 pounds sterling
ta Jonathan Paul, son of John and
Mary Paul, of Abington. Jonathan
married Debora Kenton. Paul died
in 1748 and his widow re-martied
liny 1750 to Joseph Woolen, Jr.
| In 1738 Jonathan had sold one-|
‘guarter interest in the mill and
}and to Jacoh Leach, and In 1168,
latter sold the m?éf lmﬂreqtqabq,.

lin 1754,

ho sold ..mﬂto meah
Woolen, Jr.

The firet mention of a school In
Crefeld  (Chestnut Hill) was in
1745, Tt was on Paul's Mill rosd:
ahout 800 feet west of the mﬂl
and was for the accommodation of
the inhabitents of Geérmantown,
Whitemarsh, Springfield and Rox-
borough townships. Four of the|
millers were irustess: Jonathan!
Paul, John Barge, Garret and Hen-|
ry Dewees.

At the time of a sherifi's sale
In 1754; Woolen, Jr,, to John Barge,
the latter purchased one-half of
this miil ' S

The deed of sale states that John
Vandaren was occupying fhis mill
In the next year Vandar-
en purchased the Roxberough Gurist,
Mill, at the mouth of the Wissa-
hickon, and the old Robeson Grist
and Saw mills {our Mills number-
ed 2 and 3) on Ridge avenue.

Jonathan and Debora Paul had
a daughfer, Mary, who inheri
one half an intersst in the L
She married her cousin, Johm Paul,
who was the, brother of Joseph,
who owned Mill No. 20. In 1753,
lhe Livezey quarter interest was
=old to John Paul. In 1763 the la.t-
ter was taxed for the grist mill nnd
272 acres of land: and in 1774 for
the mill and 103 acres, _

The Suburbsn Press, of June 32,
J1933. published a short account of
this Mill No. 22, but the article’
referred mostly to the fact that
General John Armstrong led his!
Pennsylvania Division of Washing-|
ton's Army down over the bridge af
Bell's Mill Road and aleng Ridge
road, on October 4th, 1777, to par-

ticipate in the Wissahickon flank

of the Batftle of Germantown,
which was guarded by the Hess-
fans.

While on Lhe subject of the Rev-
lolution, it might be well to mention
'the losses sustained by the millers
|of the Wissahicken Valley dnd
Wingoliocking Crecks, in this bal-
tle of October 4th, 1777, and the
amounts the American Government
re-imbursed = them after the war.
George Dannehowér, who owned
the grist mill on the Wingohocking
Creek, and who guided General
Armsirong’s division on the marn-

ling of October 4th, 1777, 434 pouuﬂsl

sterling; Peter Hinkle, who

the Cresheim Creek grist mill. 258
pounds; Jacob Lash, (or Losh), the
powder muker of Cresheim vm
239 pounds,

+ Having mentioned Piper's Inm
several times, we beg to q_uat.e B!:J.
2 MacF’nrlane, as follows:
seventy years after the semament
of Germantown, the Indians Rlﬂ‘lﬁ-
ered at Council Rock, and while,
engaged in thelr pow-wows, whisl’t
sometimes continued for a n '
they made their headquarters aﬂ
the barn of John Piper, ‘whom they
considered, their friend, and whao

|1
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gl:hdu and mills, at what is now
l ‘s Mill Road and Wissahickon
Ctrbek, have been known under
'several names, at differant times,
asrla e:mts.imd in the accompaning

gave them both food and sheiter.
The Piper property, laler owned by
B,IA.!!e‘whaH Wbetmnchmt
wub Hill avenve and Rex avenue,

. Maf&minoﬁeavmue
_John Paul, the owner of Mill m:i
ag in 1783, and he willed the
~gnd 204 acres of land to his
, John and Joseph M. In 1301}
‘thdysold. the merchant nill and)
land to James and Isaiah Bell. In,
35 mﬂ'ssalamsposedutthe‘
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eq the estate back again fo Cath-
m Thnrpe At this time it was
a.w_ hhme»mr!eﬁ. calico print-

m&ﬂmﬂmm qt 1862 the
: 2 "rawmus Woeli

: s sale,
l:tlmpas&du nntan}m B.
Bisop, and about 1870 fhe cily
ﬁmuedanddhmanueﬂmemms
‘end added the land to the Fair-

pm}aerty

mount Park




An carly pieture of the educational centre for girls along the

‘Wissahickon Creek ... Chestnut Hill, which is the site of this week's his- |
torical narrative of the storied siream’s early industrial enterprises. |

Our Wissahickon mill articlé this
week is devoted to the one owned
by Willlam Dewees and John Gor-
lgas, of 1728, which has been desig-
nated Ml No. 25, and that of
Wm. Dewees, of 1739, known as
Mill No. 26. _
“Before the writer is a United
States geological map, showing the
gontour lnes of the twenty miles of
valley through which the Wissa-
hickon creek flows on its way to
the Schuylkill river.

At the confluence of these two
streams, where Mill No. 1 was
logated in what is now the Phila-
delphin Canoe Club, the height
ahove tidewater is given as 25 feet.
'Seven miles beyond this, at North-
western ayenue, were Mills num-
bered 24, 25 and 26, on the present
‘M1, Baint Joseph's College prop-
erty., Here the Wissabickon is in
the 140 fool leyel,

Up negrer the source of the Wis-
sahickon, In the neighborhood of
Lansdale, the height is put at 360

feet oabove tidewaler, so thag the

fall from source to mouth, through
the twenty miles, is about 335 feet.
~ A.peculiay feature of the Wissa-
hickon is that it reverses Nature's
‘general formation of a stream. In-
stead of starting in & rocky,” hilly
country and flowing to its termin-
ation through almost level areas,
it rises and meanders in a slugeish
manner for fourteen miles, until it
reaches Bell's Mill road, and then
enters the deep, cliff and hill-lined
gorge which it follows until it
emptles into the Schuylkill.

Last week we told the facts eon-
m William Dewees' 1710 paper
_ Joel Munsell siates that it
‘wis erected “on a small stream
that emptlies into the Wissahickon
Creek near the Manor of Spring-

mern,

sold the paper mill to four |
B0

one of whom was John GOTgas.
we suppose that the mill (No. 23)
was the one where Dewels and
CGorgas manufactured paper made
from rotten stone. In 1729, when
Dewees asked for the confirmation
57 the road pad his mills, he stated
that the mills were “ganstaniy
going”’, so that he must have coia-
tinued operating fhe mill after|
selling it in: 1713,

Faper made from gshestos s
mentioned by s Jesuit  prigst in
1646 and fin 1727 a German natura-
list had four'of his pooks printed
on that materiadl. In 1854, EL
Maniere obtained n patent, in Eng-
land, for - fire-prool. paper. The
aspestos was rendered very fine
and pulpy, and was mixed with a
2 Ign;i:a.hffl‘homas; the Srst. "hiﬂl;l::-{a‘
jan of American _printing, , Wrote
t.ii%t“ﬂé “earty’ asrm"-lflﬂéu' Withiam
Dewees and John Gorgas had &
mill on | the Wissalilckon, (where
they manufactured n unitation of
asses' sk paper, {op mEmorandam
books,: which was W exceuted,”
Also “John B ter, an agadi
‘paper-maker, who conducted a mill
for moré than hall @ eeutury. in
Pennsyivania and who gave th
‘gocount, observed thet this kind of
paper was miade of rotin | stonc,
which'is found in several: places
mear and to the northward of
‘Philadelphia, and that the method
of eleaning this paper was o throw
it in the fire for & shart time, when,
it was taken out perfectly Tair.

The Academy of Natural Selences
hnas 4 ! n of ashestos, at leasl
twelve inches long, [rom the Lieper
Quarries near Chester, Pa., show-
jng that this peeuliar matural five-
proofing element is found in  the
wicinity of Philadelphia,

|

‘was to be only Tun with the ¢

1770 wm& T Pl .
| 1f the person who gazes on this
ald money furns i around in the
sunlight, he will see that it 1s alive
wilhh glinting particies of mica, o
1iscng'la.%. This mineral iwas added
to make the note difficult of coun-
Lerficiting, and the nefes had print-
ed on them "“io counlerfeit is
death.” 1
In 1774 the Colonies were on t
gold standard, and a dollar n‘o.;tj
printed in Annapolis, Md., could he
exchanged in London for gold and
silver at the rate of four shillings,
gix pence per doller. 1
William F. Willeox, of the Will-;
cox-Ivy Mill family, on Chestel
Creek, Delaware County, (tells me

that some of this old Colonial
paper, showing the mixture of mica
was mude In the mill of his snuea-I
lovs. 1 :

Inasmuch as so much mica 18
found in the rocks along the \Wis-
sahickon, it dis very probahle thav
some of the mica-mixed paper was
also made in the mills along this
stream. L ¥

At a much laier period the Will-

cox-Ivy Mills also manufaettred the
note paper used by the Goverti-
ment and dalso the : k
Note Comprny,-in  printing ‘bank
and treasuty notes, bt then strands)
of sfik were worked into thepaper,
n_order, to frusizate” the cghir
feiter. A

It 5 unfortunate that there are
no deeds and surveys, morfgiges o
wills, that can provide any po

infermation  regarding the historg
of this' pape:r Mill No; 35, ‘hetween|
1718 and 1728, st

Now to go on to Mill No. 26,
which was known as the William
?-;dem Paper and Grist’ Mill ¢
" On March 26th, 1729; the Wéirs of
Hievert Papen sold to William
Dewees, 8r., 93 acres of land, grist
mills, two pairs of sfones, & paper
mill, and triet of land, messuage
or lenement, and mill" |
This land wous a part of the 100
acres thal Dewees bought in 1710
and sold in 1713, 'An "ﬁrgemnr-}
mude February 2nd, 1730, between
William Dewees and ‘his wife,
Christiana Msels, with Henry Antes
(son-in-law &f Dewees) = arranged
for the erection of the mills at an
equal cost and expense ‘#o William
| Dewees and Henry Antes. Digging
fand making dams and mill race,|
providing gears for the paper mills,
were charged to William' Dewe
For morey and labour, expends
B. Antes and 25 pounds s
he received dne-half interest in §
acres and mills. The paper.

water, when this was more  th
enough to supply the grisk
Antes sold, in 1738, his hal
in the grist mill, bolting
mill house at the corner
bridge, "extending by land of
Williem Dewees, with two acri
mills races and suffici
place  and:adeoramo
mﬁ.- .ﬂam"::II m gﬂs
burden, wheat, four ca:
01 ofher things, for
of sald mills, n
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Fg'lanes “3Tislory of Early Cheat-
put Hill”, we note that “William
Dewees was o man of noble char-
acter and considerable torce-—m
CGermantown he held ahnost
office in the gift of the p&{op}z
Henry Antes, his son<in-iaw, Was
one of the most prominent men of
hig time and was active in all re-
liglous and philanthropic  move-
ments that took place in the east-
. part of Pelmsylvu.uia His as-

sociates were such men. as Zinzen-
dorf, Whiteficld, Muhlenberg: an&‘
Weiser. Wb:.tx:ﬁeld. who preached

a% his home on Swamp Crzek, in
Frederick Township, in 1740, called
It s Dutchman’s plantation'".

JRey, Dr. Ihbbs, in ‘!peaking of
Anhuﬂ Siys:

"He stood by the side of White-

! field;

And prayed In a German fongue,

When the =#arion  voice of the

predcher
O'ar Lhe hills of F‘r(‘dei‘ick TUng.

They knew nof each other's lang-|

uage, '

Moy wut they need it then,
(For the one cried "Allelujah’

And the other said, ‘Amen”™”,

Willam Dewees died in 1745, and
was burled, as were later his wife,
Christiana, and sons, Garrel, and
Henry, in the Upper Gcrmautuwn
auryzng Ground,

He willed one-half of his mills and|

dand to his son, Garreti, and the|
bequest . also reads: “the running
geer of the peper mill for so long|
o time as the heirs shall think fir
to ketp up & paper mill there in
‘the mill ho The other son,
Henry, may have managed this
paper mill. as when he bought 2
nalf ncre of land and erected Paper
Mill No, 23, at the bend of the
Creek, in 1747, he was, hamed in
thoe deed as a papermaker, |

1¥For a fow years, now, we wﬂl find
that these mills (No, 26, are owned,
one-hall By Garrell Dewees and
one-half by Joseph Wellen, Sr. Let
us digpose of the Dewees interest
Lirst.

Lehman's map of Chestnut Hill,
{1750, marks the location! of Des=
fwecs' mill, u oue-storied building,
with a Iarse pointed roof, -
| Garrett Dewees married Apnss
'scmﬁ Alie sister of William

¢ who owned Mill No.' 27,
Just over the Northwest avenue,
ghat is now the property of the
University of Pennsylvania. In 1751
Garret sold to William Streeper all
of the mills and lands. He only had
8 half-intercst, however, and in|
1760, Streeper sold the two half-
lnterests to Nathanlel Sheppard.
In 1761 it was discovered that
Elrceper had only the right to sell
a hall-interest, so the deed was
corrected and Sheppard only re-
ceived title to the half-interest
| Which. Streeper was entitled to sell.
+ Lehman's map of Crefeld, 1751,
mill is marked "Bireapers ML
anl:lon the top of the mill is a
weather-vane, spoken of in  last
mka article,

CIn 1767, Sheppard sold his half-

Inberest, at auction, to Jonathan

i

. (Fronf Wnlnux meata
rﬂuhdelmw one equal half of a
stone grist mill, dwelling house and
stable, with about two acres of land!
thereunto T®onging, lately called
of known as Dewees’ Mill. Also
one tract of 44 acres, a part of
which has good meéadow and in
which i8 .a good orchard, situated
im=the north side of the Wissahick-
{on Creek aboub 11 miles from Phil-
adeiphia, bounded . by the Greal
Read leading f;ms:t Ehﬂaﬂelnhia to
mﬁmg. [
2 -Lmem.me one tract or piece of
I2nd situated on the south side of
BEi crgr«k and adjoining the ahove
described premiscs in’ which is

zood stone house aiid a golng young
orchard confaining about 9 acres

“The whole will be sold :ogel.her
Or separate to sult purchasers. The
bwo tracts of land and the molety
of the mill are under lease ab 8b
pounds sterling per annum.”

" In the deed of transfer the land
sold was 124 acres, and a half-in-
terest in the mill and 2 acres. The
price pald was 1008 pounds sterling

The “good stone house” mention-
ed in the suction sale, may havi

n Willlam  Dewdes'  dwelling

where for thirty-three years the
|services of the Whitemarsh Re-
formed congregation were held. I
was torn down after 1890.
! Now let us return to 1738 anc
follow the disposal of the other hall
interest in the old mill. Tt woulc
appear that Henry Antes only own-
ed a half-interes| In the mill and
two acres of land. Joseph Wollen
Sr., bought Anles' share. In 1750
Wollens son, Joseph, Jr, who in-
herited the half-interest, and De-
bora Paul, widow of Jonathan Paul,
entered into a mmrriage agreement,
with the weddmg shortly to take
place,

For flve shillings, Wollen deeded
to Debora, or her heirs, one-hall
interest in the grist mill, bolting
mills, mill house, and oneuhalf of
two acres, as the marriage settlo-
ment, The lax list rocords of 1760,
show the Jonathan Paul grist mll]
with ‘115 ‘acres. In 1774, same, 50
aeres:. In 1783, Jonathqn Paul,
hali of grist mill and 60 acres, John
Trump estate, hall of grist nyill,

Debora Kenton-Paul-Wollen mar-
ried before 1773, John Trump,  of
Upper Dublin, as in that year they

placed & mortgage with the “Cor-
poration Relief of Destitute Master
of Ships", twon ihe half-interest
in'a grist mill and two acres; bolt-
ing mills, mill house, dams and
mill race.. The morigage and !.n-l
_berest was paid off in full, in 1776.
In 1800 Jonathan Paul sold his
half interest for 3000 pounds steri-
ing to his brother Jacob Paul,
miller of Germantown: (WJonathan,
Jacob. and Joseph were all broth-
erg). A stone messuage, grist mill
and other land is alse mentioned.
Jacoh Paul,' be it remembercd,
wak the perdon, who in 1794, pur-
chased from Isasc Polts, Ciemeral
Wa.shihatam headqmrters, at Val-
ley Forge. :
Jacob Paul must have ajsg 'pur-
amfmq the ether half-iut::resﬁ

. é? r.‘s%%ﬂzm

'| Rensher,

fm'ty three acres, dam r:shts'&s
mill 1o keep dam up to the mark
It was in William Streeper's 3

Joseph Middieton built, in 1
an attrective dwelling on the mn
above the mill and named it
“Monticello”, after the home aof
lThomas Jefferson. The' dwelling
| occupled the site of the eentre col-
lege building, af M. Saint Joseph's,
'with the porches on the first and
seeond floors. These ‘bulldings are
shown in an {llustration in “olher
teolumns. The small ané-story - house
(10 the foreground on the IEf‘B - was
(the gite of the old Willtam Dewm
“paper dnd grist mill of 1728, Todtx
(the mill race carrieg ﬂ:le Wiater
down from the ancient
idam into the mill buﬂ&mg, and
turns & wheel that pumps (he
‘water from a nearby well, wh
was ‘illustrated last week, m&&ﬁ
ton rénted the mill, as on & mip &
|1840 it is called “Fl¥'s Mill", and
la chart dated 1854, “ Hallow
Mill "
! In 1838 Joseph WMiddleton
{the mill and thres lots of land for
$15.750 to the cifcials of MeSher-
rystown Academy. In 1867 ﬁig
institution was charteréed as
Mount Saint Joseph's Academy, and

is today known farandwideusm
‘St. Joseph's GCollege,
‘winter season, 1100 young girls. mq-
ceived an education here, apnd in
{the summer the same number og
Sister-teachers attend.

Over the doorway of the pum
il:suse at date-stone reads: 178

7

The writer understands ths!; one
of the Sisters, a membér of the
ws.ltl:hing steff at Mt. St 'S
College, is preparing a histipry_
the college in which # inelu
many interesting facts concern
the old mills along the W CEE
n that vieinity, -

Ih ordet to make a  compl
rompilation  of faets “Concernin
nld  Roxboreugh- Germ&n to
Thestanl Hil famijes, the :
;591‘15 dnameé,. of one of the Wise's s
an necessury by the
Sbout 1 A Wik ot
Poxboraus married  Emma N"
who was the dai ng
Teonard Repsher. of Camden, R,rg;n
L% s the first name of thig
Wise. that is desired. Any lniﬂm
tion cn this man'’s ge.neamgywii] e
greatly appnedated




 Mill No. 30—the PaperyMill of
Henry Dewees—is the subject of
this week's article on the old mills
of the Wissahickon Creek. ; :

This paper mill was * along nuz'
much storfed and romantic stream
in Springfield township, of Moni-
gomery County, between ihe
Streeper Mill (No, 27) and thd
Farmer-Dewees Mill (No. 29). |

Henry Dewees: was the second
son of William Dewees, Sr., and
Anna Christine Meels, He was
bhorn in Germantown in 1716, In
1738, at the age of twenty-lwo, he
purchased from the proprietors,
John, Thomas snd Richard Penn,
120 acres of land in the Manor of
Springfield.

This plof. of ground starfed at a
corner of Edward Farmers land.|
on the Whitemarsh line, then|
southwest along this line for 3465
feet to the corner of Henry Snider's
land, then southeast 1518 feet fo
Germantown line, thence on this
lne 84656 feet northeast, and then
northwest 1518 feet to the place of
begim\mx. Some  time before 1747

enry erected his paper mill. On
July 14th, 1768, he borrowed, on a
mortgage, from Peter Turmer 200
poiinds sterling, which was re
with' interest, in 1772, on mew‘t{o
lots of 120 acres in Sm'ingﬂeld and

the one-half acre in Germantown

m&nmu:ta in the security: “Hous-
es, barns, stables, -garden, orchard,
ways, woods, ftrees crecks, dams,
‘| mills, mill houses, water courses,
2hm! ‘and marshes.”
petitioning for a road (in
the 1700's) he mentioned the dwell-
ing house In 8 ‘Maner,
and a mpex mill in  Germantown

wwnxb:lp
In

L _.hﬂa&sadeedotl'lﬂs hem
lestribed &5 a paper-maker, buf in.

s.will of 1800, he called himself,
a yeoman. survey of the 1738
ﬁs 128 @cres in this
il per. mill_is mentioned
anll he only left 100 acres and
llns ﬁl - Springfield township,
‘sorithe 1772 and his death,
hamust., mﬁﬂ.&smmdme

I ed. On a list of 1781
and lm. he is not mentioned. In’
1781 Christian Friend. a paper-
maker) owning 4Macres, and in 1783
4 paper mill and 93 aeres in Spring-
field is recorded on the tax list. It
is therefore possible that Friend
first réented and then purchased
the Henry Dewees' paper mill, but
this writer eannot find any record
of such a sale, .

In Dawees will he leff his son,
Henty, Jr.,, “a quarter interest in a

Mahing irights, 'tnaied below Hecs
ts, situa low Rees

oy

river, op

ord inthe Schuylkill

diten the . lnﬁnd of David

5“'“3' an ugh oberts with
‘boat W fighing i

e hﬂ Edwards' ford was from the

‘of Mill creek, in Lower Mer-

ownship, across the Schiylkjll

was surve :Q' in 1767, at the requast
of cbﬁa' Willian Deweea. 3rd, and
Jons n. Henry Dewees,

Col. liam Dewees, 3rd, and
“Peter Btreeper in 1788 made the
purchase, “from the late Honour-
able Proprietors, John and John
Penn, Jr., for 70 pounds."

Henry Dewees died in 1801, leav-
ing a widow, Rachel, three sons and
five daughters. The inventory men-
tions-a wind mill, and old paper
moulds, out of fashion, ete.

In 1802, Charles Dewees, executor
of his father, Henry, sold to John
Huston the Dewees dwelling on
“the Great Road from Chestnut
Hill to Barren Hill, called Mana-
tawny Road.”

Hemyy Scheets Se's paper mml
{No. 31) was on the Wissahickon’
(Creek in  Wigsahickon 'I‘uwnshlp.‘
ahﬂut. one mile pbove fthe Cleaver
Mill (No. 28 and a hall mile
above Flourtown, just o the wesl
¢l Bethlehem pike, |

Ay Henry Dewees, (of Mill No. |
300 and Henry Scheetz, of this mill

{No. 31) have both included in the
inventories of their estates a
wind-miil, let us digress for a

moment and take up the subject
of mills propelled by this sort of
power.

The first industrial establishment
in what is now Pennsylvania, was
a 'wind-mill for grinding com,
erected by the Dutch (Hollanders)
before 1643.

This first wind-mill was built on
1Cobb’s Creek at a place now fa-
imiliar as T0th street on Woodland
avenue, Philadelphia, by the Dutch,
ibefove the Swedes, under Governor
Prmt? settled on the Delawnre in
1643,

In 1646 Prinlz erected here &
water grist mill, and In @ report Lo
the West India Company, he wrote
in 1647, “This place I have called
Mendal, buflding there a waler-
mill, working ' it the whole year
long to great advantage for the
icountry, particularly as the wind-
mill formerly here before I came,
would never work and was pgood
for' pothing.”

One hundred years ago, in the
low countries of Sussex, Essex and
Kent, in England, there were over
100 commercial wind mills. In “Old

Water Mills and Wind Mills" by
R. Thurston Hopkins, the writer
relates “More than this, on a
shadowy autumn morning I have
stood on thg brow of the Bussex
Downs and watched the twirling
sails of nearly 30 windmills, against
a background of green and purpie,
under a blue sky, in which white
ships raced, while the southwest
wind stirred my blood.”

From City Line to Whitemarsh,
the Wissahickon flows through a
very flat country, with no hills;
and just the place for windmills.

The two smpll windmills, be-
longing to Dewets and Beheels,
were: nof commercial, bul used

probably to pump water into the

did not come m the Golon!ea.
in 1684 purchased 428 acres of lu;:ﬁ
from the Frankfort Company.

The fivst miller of this .famib'
was a Conrad Schutz, whose grist
mill is shown as in Lower Merion
1-Ttm:mhip. on Scull and Heaps map
ol 1750,

Conrad purchased in 1748 this
fulling mill, frem David Davis, and
linade it into a paper mill, It was
on Mill Creek. In 1769 he was

taxed for two paper Inills. “Tradi-
tion stales Ifh:l* paper for the Cons

tinental currency was, made in the
{Scheetz Mills. Conrad was a bro-|
ther of the Henry Scheetz, whose
mill we are now discussing. 4
Nicholas Seull, one of the early
surveyors for the Penn family, Te=
ceived larve grants of land in pay-
ment for setvices réndered, !

One of these tracts, of over 330
peres;, was  in Whitemarsh  Towns
ship. In 1721 and 25 he sold 100
aeres of it to Beénjamin Ch.a.rlew
worth and in 1741 Joshua Thamnal
and others purchased ground, Whﬁ
In 1751 resold it to Henry Scheets,
'Sr., a papermaker from Springfield
Township. The 106 serés bordersd
the Wissahickon-Springfield ling
for more Lhan 3100 fest and ex=
tended about 1100 feet, from the
Cleaver Mill o well ahove Flour-

town, near 1}73 Bethlehem pike.
The pike was the result of &2 pe=
tition made in 1698 By Michael

Seull, connecting the Hmekilng &b
Whitemarsh with what is now
Germantown avenue, at.  Chestout
Hill. The road was opened dn

703,
¥

Scheetz erscted here a  paper
mill, soon aftér 1758, to which hp
added a 'saw mill, Henry Scheetaz
s, mam? Catherine Rubleam,
the granddaughter of Peter Rit-
tenhouse, of Creshiem Mill No. 16,
who was lhe grandson of W‘imam
Rittenhouge, the first pa.permttker.

In 1774 Scheste was taxed for a
paper mill and 100 aores of -
He died in 1793 and Ileft
Whitemarsh paper mill to his
General Henry Scheetz (1781-1848)
and his Springfield township papes
mill to his second son, Justice, who'
was sheriff of Monlgomery Ommfa”
for several ycars. The General's
mill was valued at 2450 munﬂs
sterling, and that of Justice at 2135
paunds, |

Henry Scheetz, Jr.. was a Gen-
eral in the War of 1812, and &
prominent citizen of Monigomery!
County. He dled In 1848 and lejt
his old farm of 60 acres, dwelling
and mill, to his sons, Jacob mﬂ
George. A silver mounted, smooths'
bore, rifie is listed in his estaie Gl
$40,000,

The mill, then a grist plant, wm;
sold to his & on-in-law. Jonatlhan
Wentz, who was an expert miller,
The property then passed into the
ownership of John Shafer, who
buill a moedern mill; Tsaae Veakls;
Jacobh Day. who ownea the mill I
1851; Joseph B. Comily: Willlam
rAmbim Chelkley Ambler and by
1009 thg mill had heen dmnﬂmt

In the early: days la.rga dey
of llm.e were. Em"ned




Gir Mill. - This plant was firs
mentioned in 1708, and is one of
the oldest in Montgomery County.|
Situated on the Wissahickon about
a mile above the Cleaver ‘Mill (No.
31), it stood on Skippack rToad, just
west of Bethlehem Pike; Church
road and St. Thomas' church, ad-
joined, on the east. {

Holmes' Map of 1681 to 1688,
locates the 5000 acre tract as the
Major Jasper Farmer plantation.

The Wissahickon on this chart,
is called Whitpain's Creek, after
Richard Whit who owned
large portions of land in what is
now Whitpain Township,  The
Farmer tract ran from the Wissa-
'hickon, west to the Schuylkill river,
Hneluding Conshohocker.
. Major Jasper Farmer purchased
from Willlam Penn, In 1681, 5000
meres of land to be laid out later,
in Pennsylvania. He died before
gailing from his native land, buf
his widow, Mary, sons, daughters,
and numerous servents arrived in
Philadelphia in 1685.

John Seull, bro ) i .
Scull, one of Penn’s carly survey-

ors. precede: ‘the family by a few,
months and was appointed over-
seer of the Widow Farmer's planta-

_‘There were large deposits  of
tme on the Farmer tract, and
‘Nicholas Scull and others 'made a
mﬂ to the Council, held at
fladelphin, May 10th 1688, re-
w that & road be allowed
. the lime-kiln, for earting
lime to Philadelphia, extending
Tfrom the sald lime-kilns into Ply-|
mouth  Road, near
“where there is neilher improved
jand, hills, or water to impede.”

tribe had a gettiement on  this
‘plantation, and in visiting the In-
digng Willlam Penn, with survey-
ors and friends on horseback,
passed through the dense forests
that then covered this particular
region. '
The Court records of German-
n state that on March §th, 1702,
a committee was appointed fto
confer with Edward Farmer, of
Whitemarsh, concerning the cost
of a road to Philadelphia.
In 1708, what is now Bethlehem
pPike, was confirmed, and shortly
opened, The grist mill was built
just afterward, and by 1713 the
mill had an extensive reputation.
The eldesi son, Edward, inherited
the mill, and 37560 acres of the
plantation. \ :
May 12, 1712, a council of In-
dians was held at Edward Far-
mer's dwelling, and Indian chiefs
present requested Farmer to act
as interpreter for the aborigines.

ag Farmer Town.
fourleen years of
faanily

| Whitemarah,
L ’h‘m‘- m“‘

Cresheim, |

The Umbilicamense Indian |

In 1808 the selilement was kviown

Edward was
age when the
first, arrived in Philadelphia.
| After becoming of age he was a
member of the Pennsylvania As-
embly and a promiuent citizen of

& road “down to the wide marsh,”
or Farmer's Mill. Here was a broad
expanse of meadow, generally sub=
ject to overflows and from IS
miry, wet nature, was known as
“the wide marsh.” The present
name of the township, Whitemarsh,
is an improvement of that early
appellation.

In 1722 a well-traveled path from
1Nesham1ny Creck, through Graeme
Park, the residence of Governor
18'11' William Keith, led down to
Farmer's Mill. -

Last summer we had the pleasure
of visiting the Keith' mansion, ¢ne|
of the best preserved and most
historical Colonial houses in Penn-

sylvania. ‘The weather-vane upon
the house was: marked “W. K
1722

Two great brick ehimneys divide
the hoyse into three sections, s0
that each room has g fiveplace. Two
iron fire-bapeks still remain in the
fire places, dated about 1760, M.
and Mrs. Welsh Strawbridge, who
‘now own the mansion and large
plantation, told us that an expert |
had made the horings of the plates,
(to test the percentage of silica,
magnesia, efz. i the iron and that
it agreed with the grade of iron
that was used in the Oxford Fur-
naece, of Oxford, M. J. The Oxford
Furnace was erecled in 1741, by
Jonathan Robeson, who married
Elizabeth, the daughier of Edward
Farmer, Jonathan was the son of
| Andrew Robeson, 2nd., who owned
| the mills near the moulth of the
Wissahickon. =

||was sold to Samuel M
{upen his death in 1772, the mill

way to g more diffieult rhich!
Bartles used for aboui ten' years,
Now Farmer has also stopped that
passage and the petitioner was
_obliged, “at great expense in gub-
'ting down a great bank where the
water was so deep that in small
i freshets he could not pass” He,
|cited these difficulties which he|
had labored under for many Years,
and stated that there was no access
|to the mill or markets. ]

Edward Farmer died in 1745, his
daughters marrying as follows:
Elizabeth to Jonathan Robeson;
Sarah to Peter Robeson; and Ra-
chel to William Dewees. 2nd., the
owner of Mills No. 20 and 29. His,
son, Joseph, =and sons-ih-law,
Jonathan and Peter Robeson were
executors of the will, and the large
iplantation was divided and sold, |

Peter Robeson, in 1746 bought,
{he Farmer dwelling; the grist mill
Morris, and

and 350 acres passed to his brotli-
er, Joshua Motris. ]

Jacob Edge operated the mill for
the Morris family, and in 1774 he
purchased the same. It was in his
possession during  the Revolution
and on a map, of 1777 is marked

The slaves of Governor Keith's
piantation probably ground the
corn for the use of Sir William and |
his family, and for other farm
requirements, fnasmuch as in front
of the house is & large stone pestis |
weighing several hundred pounds,
which had beén revolvedsn 'a stone
mortar to crush the grain.

The wainscoting: lining the walls
of the rooms, is wonderfully well
preserved, and a few years ago o,
snug sum of money was offered for
{the same, by the officlals of & well-|
Enown museum,

Sir Willlam Xeilh was Queen
Anne’s Burveyor-General of the
Royal Customs, in the American
Colonies, and afterward Depuly
Governor of the Province of Penn-
sylvania. His step-daughter mar-
ried Dr. Graeme.

General Washington was enter-
tained, October 21st 1777 in the
| | Xeith Mansion, by

‘Graeme, and Dr. Benjamin Frank-

lin was also a visitor there upon

‘Elizabeth |

several oecasions.

But, to return to the story of the

In 1744 Henry Bartles, of Upper
Dublin, petitioned the Court, saying
that hig father forty years before
had purchased land in Whitemarsh,
from Edward Farmer, “on the Side
of the Wissahickon, settled and im-
proved the same and has now lived|
Ithere about twenty years” He also
|stated that he had the use of the

fording place and road, over GL.
creck and other land of Farmer's,
into the Great leading to'

Mill" In a tax list of 1774 Jacob
Edge is given as the owner of the
mill, and 228 acres. Edges Mill is
mentioned in the military report of
the Battle of Germantown. To the
weést of the mill, on the Skippack
Road, was the house of John Wentz.
General Washington occupied the
Wentz House on the day and early
‘evening of Octpber 3rd, 1777, plan-
ning the Batfle, and the army was
encamped in the jmmediate neigh-
horheod.

Here is a translation from a
Crerman inscription on- the wall of
ihe Wentz dwelling:

[ “Jesus come into my house,
| From lhence never depart;

With Thy blessed favor come,

And  bring peace into my

heart." |

On the evening of October 3rd,
the American forces togk up their
lineé of march down, Skippack road,
past Edges' Mill, to the Bethlehem
pike, to the Batile of German=
town, which took place the next
day- f

Jacob Edge died in 1784, and his
widow, Mary, and brother-in-law,
Jacob Paul were executors. He in-
structed that the mill be sold. The
estate then contained 183 acres of
tand, He left four daughters, but!
no sons. The inventory mentions
five spinning wheels; ene for each
daughter as well as one for the
widow. Isaac Mather, the son-in-
law of Joshua Morris, purchased
the property and erected the pres-
ent mill. In 1837 a tornado spent
its force here, scooping up the
water in the mill dam, breaking
frees and demaging the mill. The
plant then passed through t'.hai
ownerships of William Miller, Sam-
wel Comly, W. H, Witts, and
Charles Otlerson.

The mill is  still
well-kept condition, with

“David Morris ‘and.Jacoh Fdees.




' Last week we gave thie story of
‘the Farmer Mill (No, 32,) at Skip-
‘pack Road and Bethlehem Plke,
thus eonecluding the narratives of
all of the thirty-two mills along
the Wissahickon Creek, and Val-
ley, from Mill No. 1, at the mouth of
the romantic stream, to the lower
end of Montgomery Countly.

As there were fifty mills, g1l told,
in Calonial times, along this high-
way of Industry, we still have
eighteen more establishments o

describe, :
However, the writer has been un-
ible to compile the history

of all of the mills, according
to the order of their location,
and will have to lake recourse in
telling the tales of those mills, the
record of which have been complet-
ed.

After leaving the Farmer Mill,
the Wissahickon Creek passes
through Whitemarsh, Upper Dub-

lin and Whitpain, into  Gwynedd |

(Township, and it is here that Mill
No. 46 is located, and which we are
about to deseribe,

The fulling and saw mills were
on Swedeshurg Road and Wissa-
(hickon Creek, just north of the
Whitpain-Gwynadd Township line,
and about one mile sputh of North
Wales,

settlement, and in 1681 Wiliam
Penn patented 5000 acres here (o
Robert Turner, The latter had at
jone time over 10,000 acres in Penn-
sylvania, including the 500 acre
lract at Sumac Park, in Roxbor-
ough, a quarter interest in Willinm
Rittenhouse's first paper mill and
land, and also William Penn's
Governor's Grist Mill at Upland, on
the Chester Creek.

In 1703 Turner sold 1034 acres of
the Gwynedd tract to Thomas Ap
Evans (1651-1738,) at Welsh Quaker,

A Sarah Evans, niece of Thomas
married at the Gwynedd Meeting
in 1711 John Hank, of Whitemnarsh,
.;I"hgl;t‘ 8son, John Hank, Jr, re-
moved to Fayette County, Kentucky,
when his daughter married Thomas
Lineoln, and here was born 'their
child, Abrattam  Lincoln, * twice|
‘President of the United States. ‘

Thomas Evens and his three
brothers were born at Merione-
thshire Waies, and all seitled in
Gwynedd before 1700,

The Gwynedd Meeling was found-
ed in 1680, and the addresses werp |

made in both the Welsh and.

English tongues. i

In 1713 Thomas sold to his son,
Fvan Evans, 226 acres of his plan-
tation on the Wissahickon at thoe
‘Whitpain line. Evan was a preach-|
‘er in tha Gwynedd meeting and it |
‘was he who built the fulling and|
saw mill between 1713 and 1744, as
in that year Evan conveyed to his
son, Abraham, 29 acres, ineluding a
two-perch wide, 98 perah long strip.
for the purpose of digging a race 10
carry the water to a saw and full-
ing mill. Evans died in 1747, and
the two mills passed to Abraham. .
X ﬁ? the fifty ancient mill ~tes in
the Wissahickor on Vi Ale;

|
Gwynedd was an early Welsh

T T r— o TR Bt

Gwynedd Township,

The mill sieos of the Stresper-

University Mill (No, 2D and
Dewees-Mt. St Joseph College Mill
(No, 26) are today using water
from the old mill races, to turn
turbine wheels, but these are not
for commercial purposes.
. In 1756 Abraham BEvans built a
fhip-roofed dwelling near the mill,
which stood for 98 years, and was
demolished in 1844. Shortly after
1744 the mill became s grist mill.
and before 1762 the 29 acres and
;mills were owned by Jesse Jones,
Who in that year sold fhe property
to Z. Neiman, In 1765 WMartin
‘Tyson purchased (he place. 1In
1766 he sold the mills and 76 acres
to Peter Troxell, a German miller.
In 1771 John Troxell owned the
mills. In 1777 SBamuel Wheeler, a
Philadelphia cutler, who is sald to
have forged swords here during the
Revolution, purchased and im-
proved the property, In this year |
he added an iron forge, and in 1780 |
rebullt the grist and saw mills, also |
addifig to his plantation, so  that
he then owned 224 acres. The grist'
and saw mills were taxed as fol- |
lows: Peter 'Troxell, 1769: John |
|Troxell, 17174; Samuel Wheeler, 1783, |
In 1782 Whegler dug a well through
124 feet of solid rock adjoining the
dwelling,

Wheeler supposed that coal
imight be found upon the land, and|
deeds reserved the right to  mine
eoal if if were discovered, Troxell |
gontinued operating the mills aft-|
er selling to Wheeler. In 1798
Wheeler sold the mills and 111

acres of land to Christian Wel:mr,l
‘who In 1806 resold o George H'nr-[

iter (1769-1840), of Upper Dublin. |
Horter was eight years of age at
the time of the Battle of German-
town, on October 4th 1777, and
then lived in Germantown. His
mother took her five children, the
Youngest only four years of age, on
the day of the baftle, into the
woods of the Wissahickon, and re-
turned home in the evening, A
Hessian goldier watched over them
(And compelled the family to  bake
bread for the Hessian soldiors.

Horler paid $8868 for the pgrist
and saw mill, including the dgm,
mill race, fiood water gates, ﬁ.c;
In 1793 he married Catherine Wise,
daughfer of John Wise, Sr., who
owned Mills No. 12 and 37, Her
brother, John, Jr., owned the Low-
er Margarge mill, from 1812 until
1836, |

In 1814 George Ingel purchased
our Mill 46, and he resold in 1823
fo John Keef. Keef rebuilt the
mills, as it is today, the date-stone
reading *J, & T, Keef, 135"

The mill was scld at a Sheriff's
sale and in 1856 was owned by
Henty Mumbower, a miller from
Bucks County. He died in 189,
and his son, David, now owns the
grist mill and five acres of land,

The Mumbowsrs plucsd & Steam

, the pres-| [SHENe cn the lower figor to  fur-

nish. power when the mill race was

the 1

| buildings

]-dwelung. and a 13 aers lot

it

cnly  Slte  eontaining : |Blled with ice and snow, 2
continuing in - busimess grinding’ |
wheat and corn for the farmers of I

The present water-wheel is abeut|
B0 years of age. When it wag first
installed it had about 45 hotrge-
power, but is now mnet aver 40

iWitn this, can be ground two tons
«of wheat or corn daily.

We have not wvisited the mill
within the past 15 years, so that (ke
facts given above describe the early
industrial plant as we found il in
1919.

After having temporarily juiped
cut of our numerical order, last
week, to discuss Wissahickon Ml
No. 46, we now return to tell of
Mill No. 33, which has been koown
at different times as Daub's Grist
Mill, and Conrad’s Augur Works,
‘'which is now used 25 headquarters
by William Boulton Dixon Post No.
10, American Legion, at Fort Wash-|
ington. e

ErI‘hlm old mill Is on the Sandy
Run. the largest tributary of the
Wissahickon, just east of Bethlehem
pike, in Whitemarsh Township., A
datestone, set in the wall ef a
soring house, which is now part of
the mill, is marked “A714”, |

Through the patriotism of the |
late E. E. Dungan, the old mill has
/been preserved and the neghpor=
thood American Idli:eg'lan Fost, naw
occupies the buoilding. y :
| Iup 1684 Willlam Penn palented
lio Thomas Harley 5000 sacves of
lard in Pennsylvania. He sold §ha
[patent to Thomas Farmer, deputy
of the Surveyor General, end in
1708 FEliss Pryor purchased 269
|aeres of this tract in Whittmarsh
and Springfield Townships, o
| In 1735 Pryor sold to  Jose :
{House, a carpenter, of Springfield,
50 acres in Whitemarsh &nd &
acres in Springfield, There wera
and imprevements on
both lots, and the consideération
was 100 pounds sterling as & mori-
|gage. No mill was then mentioned.

On August 16th, 1770, the House
|estate was sold by the shertfs four:
tracts of land in Whitemarsh,
ahoute 40 acres In all. One 1l-acte
lot, mostly woodland, eontaining a
wooden dwelling, bounded by the
“"Great, Road (Bethlehem Pike),
13-acre lot containing &  small
& spring house thereon”, was sold.
John Kinner, by the name of Kin-
nard, & tavern-keeper, being the
highest bidder, secursd the proper-
ty. He established here a “mes-
suage commonly calied Sandy Run
Tavern”. i

The tavern was the wooden dwell-
ing on the wooded lol, and wasg on
the east side of Bethichem piike.
|The Sandy Run Inn was in 1861
rebullt and sgain enlarged, and is
at present a well-builg graystone
building, The date slone on this
siructure reads “H. C. D. 1801, re-
built 1858, ‘Sandy Run”, the H. ©.
D. standing for Henry Daub and
wife Catherine.

Bcattered along the highways
these wayside Inns were n great
convenience for the weary traveler
journeying,, either for business ni"}
pleasure. _ L |

The first regular stage line pass-




Through the thoughtfulness of the jate E. E. Dungan, this old

igrl_st mill has been preserved and
|Buultnn Dixon Post No, 10, American
 tributary to {he Wissahickon Creek,

ing through Chestnuf Hill was that
of George Kline, of Flourtown.
whith in 1763 ran from Philadel-
lpl'sl'a. to Bethlehem. It started
from the King of Prussis Hotel, on
Race street, and ran o the Sun
Hotel, in Bethlehem, according to.
the “Barly History of Chestnat
HilL"

The Sunday Public Ledger, of|
January 20th, 1934, presented a
very interesting sepia sketch of the
Bethlehem coach, as of 1820, in
front of the hay scales ab Market
Square, CGermantewn. The picture
appeared in the rotogravure see-
tion,

What a Godsend the Sandy Run
tavern must have been to Washing=-
ton's army, from Qctober 30th until
December 11th, when it was en-
camped at Fort Washington a few
|Lundred feet below the tavern!

n 1791 Kinnard sold the Sandy
Ran Tavern and plantation of
fiflly meres to Henry Daub, Sr., an
lfunkeeper, and he erected there a,
prist mill, between 1791 and 1813,
[Henry Daub's will, dated in 1813,
mentions a “house, corn mill, and
other improvements.” He died in|
1816, and the property remained in
the family until 1835, when Hem-y|
Daub, Jr., sold 35 acres and the
grist ‘mill (o Levi Wentz, for $4313.

In 1837 George Kenderdine, 8|
millwright, purchased 27 of these
acres and, the “grist mill, mill dam,
mill race on Sandy Rum, and alse
the water rights of the miil race
thet flows through the adjoining
property of Br, George Martin. |

He sold the prist mill in 1348 to!
wiliam H. Ball, for $8000 and Hn
1864 Ball's exzeutoss sold fhe same
to Albert Conrad, an augur manu-
facturer, who for many years con-
dueted a sucesssiul business there.

Sandy Run 15 a peculiar stream,
lglean and refreshing, the boitom
cappearing to be filled with a sub-
gfanee resembling sand, but as it
{Nows through' a lime distriet, in
Upper Dublin Tewnship, where in
1693 Thomas Fitzwater worked the
1ime guarries, it is more than likely
particles of 1ime which can be ssen
on the creek bed ¥y .

it is msed as
Legion. Tt
ahove

fmill (Our No. 36)

headguarters by William
: is located on the largest
Fort Washington.

“wae parf “of the]
tract, but as the
vy Barly grist|
near Lhel

Oreland, which
original Fitzwater
tatter family had a very
hers,
| conree of Sandy Rum, We will g0
ilnt,a more debails concerning  this|
| point in a later article. |
. E. Dungan, hofore 1930, pur-|
! ¢hased the old mill and every Mem-|
lorial Day a parade and services|
tare held here at Forb Washington.
3 Daughters of Liber-
Independent Ameri-
cans, Boy Scouts and public sehools
all participate in these annual ©X-
R
[ We here quote from the Arr!ericani
| Legion Post No. 10, Bulletin, pub-
{lished in 1831, the following pare-
graph: “From October 30th, 1777,
Lntil December 11, 1777, the Ameri-
. under the ecommand of
Creneral GeOrge washington, Was
enicamped along the hill stretching!
from Fort Washington egst-ward.

‘along Camp and Fdge Hills, The
: where!|

The Sons an

redoubt at Fort Washington,
we hold out memorinl services, was |
thrown' up in defense against the
British army in control of the city
of Philadelphia. after the Battle of'
lGermanwwn. We hold these exers
aises upon this historic spot to coin=
memorate the noble deeds of the
American patriots who fought to
: perpetuate this gov-
erpment in the War of the Revo-
lution, War of 1812, the Mexican
War, the Civil warfi the S
War and the recent World War,
sLet us ever be mindful of the
great and valiant services rendered
these men Iin the cause
| American Liberty. A
{ “Thus this old Fort in its silence
Speaks to us while here Wwe

pause;

| Tells us of men who brave,
undaunted,

Struggled eer In Freedom’s
cause.” ;

% £ in-. m{'}toring out Bethlehem
Pike, the visitor to this section is

|the American :
!lbhere'_ will gladly extend every cour-
tesy in exhibiting them.

The S&tream,
length, rises near

t

i
known Bt various Hines as Daokw
Whitemarsh Paper Mill (1768) and
J. Gillingham Fell's Grist  Milk
(1865).

1t was one of the four industrial
plants in the

valley of Sandy Run,
over six miles in
ton Township, then passes through
Fitzwatertown, settled py Thomas
Fiizwater, who arrived on the zood

ship “Weicome” with William Penn,

in 1682, On the passage Over
Atlantic, Fitzwater's wife and two
children died of small pox.
Fitgwater established in. Ment-
gomery County & grist mill (Mill
No. 86 in our mnarrative) and
worked the lime quarries. |

Sandy Run then continues:
through the Manufacturers’ goll
links and the Ggorge Emlen plan-
tation, once called the Mist field
Farm. Washingion had his head-
quarters, for a time, in the Emien)

dwelling. 3

On the adjoining Spring  Dell|
Farm, was the ancient Jacob Colli-
day paper mill (No, 33) of 1743
The run then passes under the

North Penn Railroad bridge, near
Camp Hill station, and Crosses’
‘Valley Green Road, inio White=
marsh Township. therea
'h'ug_ﬁm 100 2ere “Ob 3 arm',
where fthe eariy manufacturing
plant we will deseribe  today, Was
located, Centinuing, the run passes
| Droshertown  road, under the
'{Pcsmsyivania Railroad’s “Trenton
| Cut-off”", circling. the bridge and
| Fort Hill, and -emplies into &
| Wiszahicken Creek, just, beyend
Bethiehem Pike, where Mill No. 33
and Sandy Run Tavern Were sity-
ated.

The north branch of Sandy run
rises in the faym of Arthur Me-
Calls Frager, at Garreth Town, and
meety the main rup near Fort Hill

G much for the low valley near
the four milis. Surrcimding  this
‘arca are nature-formed hills, start-
ing at Fort Hill, 280 fest; Gamp,
i, 920 feet; prosent site of the
Vanufacturers Club —house, 380
topt, extending to Willow Girove,|
[490 feet, making more than fivel
miles of continuous hills: - Nl

About half a mile above il
I No. 34, on fhe top of a circular hill,
290 tect above Laewater, is camp)|
Hill, where a part of Wwashington's
Army was encamped during the'
Whitemarsh campaign. The hill is
the point where Whitemarsh,
Springfeld and Upper Dublin town-
ships intersect, ©n the 1op of the
heighth is Camp Hill Hall, the resi-i
dence of the Fell-Van Rgnssetagrj
family.

Froem a wmdaw in the Hall, on
4 clear day, can be seen the whits
marble .eross in the famlily burial
tot at St, Thomas' Church. "

The heights, Camp Hill,, Fort
‘Hill and Fort Washington, where
{he General’s ftroops were en-
campel in the fall of 1777, on the.
nurth sbove Sandy Run, almost hesl
came the Valley Forgs ol the wln;g”
of 1717-78, The troops were mors.
oy less havassed by the British
while encampad at Whitemarsh,. s
{t was decided best to remove ghe!
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Remarkable photograph of one of the early Wissahickon Valley
'Mills, the paper manufactory of Henry Sheetz, Sr., which later became
'the Fell grist mill. The foundation of the dwelling, to the right, was
built before 1758. The ‘gld buitonwood tree, beside the mill race, is still ‘
standing. |

[INTERIOR OF SHEETZ COLONIAL PAPER MILL | |

i

A picture of the interior of the one-time Sheetz paper-Fell grist
mill. About five years ago, members of the Van Renseelaer_ family per-
mitted Bov Scouls of the Whitemarsh vieinity (o wse the mill as a ren-
dezvous, and while in possession ef the Scouls the mill wjs entirely con-
sumed by fire.

- = |

eamp to Valley Forge, itie paper mill in 1769, ‘

Now, let us retuwrn t{o Henry The members of the Sheotz fnrn.-!
Sheels' paper mill, bullt in 1796, lily cwned five paper mills tn Mont-|
according to the datestone in #he gomery County; Conrad two in
west gable of the old siracture. ELQW?‘I’ Merion, on Mi;}nuCgc;la;

The old mill tract of 100 scves: {Jehp, the mill on Paper oad,|
was sold by William Penn fo Nich-{ above Chestnut Hill; and Renr{vi
olas Scull. Much of the surveying,|!|this mill, No, 34, and in 1786, Mil
establishing of houndaries and||No. 85 4 l
voads, was done under the super-|| gheetz purchased the property
vision of Nicholas Scull. The fam-j|from  this © adjoinlug  neighbor,
ily burying ground of this mah 18| | George Emlen, Jr., for 100 pound
looated on‘the side of Cemp Hill, 8 lsterling, en & mortgage, the deed
square plot, surrounded by 2 stone) | mentioning bulldings and improyve-
wall, Tids gfill retained in good!l | ant
-r"":'.ml.I Dy .m. Ll (Eolls Al Fh'e | Before evecting his paper mill in
[traet ‘o Benjumin  Charlesworth, oid
and in 1741 Joshua Thomas pur-| | 1769, Shoefz managed the adjr{‘r? N
chased it, and in 1768 re-sold tof | Mill Wo. 35 for Lynford Lurdner,
H,Gmx Bheetz, Sr., a paper maker| The oextreme northeast angle ﬂf.

and included the: erest  of ~Camy
IHill, and also the present  Camp
Hill Hull. Sheetz was deputy shef-
if of Springfield in 17687,

Henry Sheetz, 8r., died in 1793.
and the mill was inherited by his
oldest -son, Genesral Henry Sheets,
Jr, of the War of 1812, In 1850,
Jucob and Geerge Sheetz, execn-|
tors of the General, their fathser,
soid the mill and iands to John
Shaffer, and in 1865, the mill, then
used for grinding grist, aned 59 acres
af land, was sold fo J. Gillingham |
Fell. -

In 1881 the heirs sold the \prop-

ierty to H. C. Cochran, who in the
(same year sold the milt and 58

acres for $20,000 to Jochn R, Fell

The 1800 foot-long mill Tace
starled in Sprinefisld Townshlp
just below Valley Green road, then
ran sputh through the eenter of the
mill and joined Sandy Run al the
Dreshertown zoad, %

The mill peatinued t8 erind corn
for the Fell farm requiromente,

Thete was a large wheel within the

mill, as was the practice of the old
manufactories of that type.

Abatit five wears ago, the Van
Rinsselaers gave the Boy Scouts of |
Whitesharsh the privilege of using
the mill as a rendezvous and moel-
ing place, and while in us2 as =such

| AMas entirely corlsumed by five,

The topography of the land
vl ere“this mill stood is considerably
changed, ‘the great Jong mill ‘and
fail Piée have been flled in, Hoel
the ground has also been raised,
but an old buttonwood tree. by the
side of Lhe mill is still standing,
showing “the scars and burned|
branches of the fire. i

Near the site are two of the old
grinding stones, bound with iron
tires. !

Readess'of this narrstive are in-
debted Lo Gouvener Cadwalader, of

|Camp ‘Hill, for the two Mustrations
|{'of the old industrial plant, as is the

writer, who is aleo gratetul for the
loan of 1a blue-psint of ths vieinity,

giving Lhe pdsitions of the mills,
races, Tarms, Camp Hill, ete. of the
[ John B. Fell plantation,

Last week we described Wissa-
hickon Valley Mill No, 34, and 'due
Lo the topogrephical lay-cut of the
section of the country, we find thag
we cnce again will have Lo =kip &
few numbers, and tell of Mill No.
|39 before going on. with those in
between. Bo, for this article we
will confine our remarks to Mill No,
39, which was known at differént
periods as the John Wise, Sr.— |
Jacob Reiff Grist and Saw Mill.

This mill, rebuilt in 1843, is still
standing, but has nol been running
for many vears. It is lecated on
‘Butler Pike, Ambler, in Upper Dub-
lin Township, where the Rose
Velley rug enters the Wissshickon,

On the afjoining farm of James
Morris, one mile west of the milly
between the Skippack pike @nd
Morris road, can stili he seen
"Dawesfield”, the headquariérs ol
General Washington, in late Oclo-
ber of 1777. |

of Springfield Township; who built! |the 100 aeres berdered on Upper 8 numiber

(54




. On a map of 1852, the road to
the mill i called “Clover Mill
mﬂf" g i
|, The springs gave this run a eon-
tinuously large flow of water, many
Of the 0ld.deeds moking mention of
the sources of the water. The best
known spring in Montgomery Coun-
ty, wps the “Great ' Bubbling
Spring,” also called “Great“Foun-
tain” or “Mill Spring”, at whet is
now femiliar as Spring Mill, near
the Bchuylkill River, in Whitemar
Township. The grist mill, erecied|
there in 1715 by David  William.
and owned by Joseph and 'Thomas'
Livezey during the Revolution, was
of spefal value, as the water from
this spring never froze, a circum-
stance which still holds true.
| “Bubbling Bpring” on account of
its yolume and purity, was and still
ds, of copsiderable comimereial
walie. Willlam C. Hamilton later
‘pur 'd this spring and carried
the water through an eight-inch
underground pipe to ‘the present
amilton paper mill, at Miguon, a,
distance of ab least two miles. )
- The extreme southwest corner of
Upper Dublin Townsghip, in which
‘Mill No. 39 is situaled, was pur-
\ d from William Penn, by Wil-
3 and George Harmer, before
_ The grist and saw mil's were
bullt before 1768, as in that year
Lewis Reynear sold the property to
Gecrge Ho y and the deed reads;

“messuage, grist mill, saw mill
ga:l u:ﬁgﬁ‘ ﬁ bufltﬁns;,! lmm:v[g
ments; boulting mills, "mill pend,
mill dems, banks, races, stréams of
water and- springs, 82'% acres in
Upper Dublin and Whitpain Town-
ships, erossing creek to east end of
bridge, by fulling mill land.”

On March 12th, 1774, George
Hocker sold (he above mills and
acreage to John Wise, Sr., of Rox-

arough, a miller, for 1750 pounds
sterling. This was the identics!
John Wise, Sr., who with his son-

in-luw George Horter in 1795, pur-|

the Gorgas grist mill (No,

djcining his other prop-
in Lieutenant William Desn's Phil-|

cruited from Upper Dublin Town-
ship, /in 1777,

Within 4 mile and a hall from
the Wise mill, thiere were at least
tlght other mills; in the early days

larger flow of walor Lhan there is

do so laler.

the Luiin cross, fo get an idea of
the location of these millls. With

north and south position

east and west, he Wise Mill (No.
In the gouthwesl corner of Upper
LYOSE, represents Rose Valley Run,

chased _
12). John Wise added fo his land]|
by 3110;23’ purchasing 98 acres in|
me &

erty. John Wise, Sr., was a private|

‘aiieiphia company of militia, re-|

mww the eross. On

uth wes Grist Mill No. 38, given
to James Morris in 1771, and Lelow
this the Joseph Lukens Mill, No. 37.

|On the west arm, repfesented by

Pinge Run, in Whitpain Township,
was grist mill No, 40, bullt in 1977
from lumber taken {rom the trees
that were cut down by the Ameri-

Ipg huts: On the north arm, of our
imaginary cross, were Thompson's

and Wheeler's
(No. 46). Arthur Broades fulling
mill &is0 adpoined the Wise mill
property, but we have not yet been

: able to properly decribe it

There are several authentic state-

|ments that many of the trees on

the farms in this section were cul
dewn for military purposes, and the
Wise end Msather saw mills musi,
have bden working to full gapacity
in 1797, |

General Washington wrote from
his headquarters of October 30th;
1977, “The long resldence - of Lhe
army in this guartér has  proved
very disiressing to the inhabitanls,
¢ forage must be drawn. from their
subsfance.”

Between the north and west
4rmas, of our eross, wis the 360 acre
plantation of Jame§ Morzis, later a
Brigadier Central. Here was the
mension, “Dawesfield”. built in
1736, which was used by ilie Com-
mander-in-"hief of the American

!forges, during the “Whitpain ¢n-
jeampment, from October 30th to

3ist, 1777. At the Qourt "Martial
of General Wayne (who was scquit-
ted with the highest honors) the
army offiefrs heard te cise at
“BawesfieldY. The cours was form-
ed of General Washingtoa, Major
Generals, Sullivan, Cireene, Stephen,
Lafayette and Brigadier Generanls,
Maxwell, Enox, Muhlenberg, Con-
way and Puluski, ¥t |

A letter; written at this time by

Washingion, was headed “October
25th, Skippack Rowd, 15th  Mile-
stone”, Thiz stons was’ about one
mile Bouth of headguarters. )
Gn October B0th, the headquar-
ters and encampment was yempved
from Dawesfield to Goorge Emlen's|
‘“Baronizl Hall", -;g:rs_mdy-ﬂwton
Lhe south side of Camp Hill, which
I3 row the property of the Fells-
Von Rensselaer estale. |
Cn: this date Washineton wrote|
two letsers, the firgt headed “Head-
quarfers, James Moridy, 17 miles
from Philad¢iphic, Skippaek Ros.d";l
and the sccond, “Headquacsters,

near Whitemarsh, 15 miles from'

there must huve been sn exiremely |Philadelphia "

Next week, in telling of Mill No.|

ot present. We have nol as yet' |25 that adjoined the headguariers
been able to trace the titles {o these |ab Camp Hill, we will give an iljus-
mills, but, will make every efiorl (o |tration of Emlen Hally showing the;

Sandy Run and mill race, in front

Eat us make an {maginary sign of |of the mansion.

The Wise Mill (No. 39) received
s water power from & long head-

the cenier of the cross lying in a |race pa’sing between  Rose Valley
; (top | Run snd Butier Road,
‘northward) and, the arms extending |

In 1780 Wise yebuilt' the old
dwelling, on Butler Road, a double

39 wau Jocated ué the intersectlon, |thite-story stone  house.

—Llnder,
the eaves a dalestone reads, “J, O,
W., 17977 In 1808, thess bildines!
' in_good conditlon, in

Mill, Mather's grist and saw mills,|
mill and B‘crga.'\

e

can army to build fortificetions and| |

kilied i his Wissahiekon Mill
(No. 12) in Roxborough Township,
in 1803, 3!

In 1804, Mill No. 39 was valued at
8176 pounds sterling, and was pur-
thnsed by John Wise's second son,
Jos=ph, .

The eldest' son, John, Jr., purs
chased the former Gorgas Mill

'I {No, 12) and in 1812 he also pur-

letizsed the one-time Paul Mill
INa, 20) which was S0 possesses
by the Magarge~ ’
Juseph Wise (1780-1818) martied
In 1805 Mary Reiff, arxd in 1813 -h'vl
eold ths mill to his brother-in-law,
Jdaeoh Reolff, for 5000 pounds, Wise's
widew, Marv, iater married Joseph
Lukens. of Mill No. 37. Reiff re-
built 1% gri t mill &5 | s “bodwy,
‘a4 lerge  four-lory stene, modora
mill. The dalestone reads ‘‘Jacoly
and Abn Reifd. 1843 il
In I7e8, Jacch Reiff purcligged
Mill No, 87, which was sold in 1838
to Joseph Lukens, his brother-ine
law.
If i: ten years since we have ¥
ited this old mill; end it was
oceupied by Iislian families. Th
il race had feen filled in end thi
jorher buildings and barns demo!

ted. The rite is' now a parp
o

ambler, -
In visiting thir  loeality
ywhere in the Revelnfonary pap
(£l least nine industrial planls fu
ished the three  Townships w
Gour, corn mesl, lumbser and dves
Hner or woolen cloth ang vam.ﬁ
Frobably forged metals including
swords, from Mill No. 46, one ¢
hardly believe that here in Cotober
of 1777, ten thousand Amerlean
{patriots were encamped in Iog 5,
barns nnd farmhouses of the b
habitants, U
Since penning the tale of the
anclent Eyvans-Wheeler-H
Mumbower mill and forge (No. 4
which appeared in The Buburbam,
Press of January 25th, we have
come aercss an interesting fdver-
tisement in the Penngylvania Gaze
ette for Janwary 28th, 0
reads “Samuel Wheeler, cutler
the “Sien of the Seythe, Bigkle
Bar Iron, at his shop in 2nd St
a few ddbity alhove the chureh, o
pesite ME‘.}Lmul_;tam Whitehg

the ensultle hirvest, u quantif

{ i

851 | were very likely the praetical ivor
.ﬁﬁ,& and | torge Wﬂl'kzrs;" o }m

Tavers, e%‘fﬂd has for sale

good “Sbytlies \Atd sickle), tike
steel  yards, scaleheans. ste
ftamps, fronwork for mills of &
kind, for carts, wagons,
ploughs, iron axeis, and Bl b
for West Indies, spades, hoss. shove|
els iand tongs. Smith's work for
hicuses, alss makes and srinds m-l
ors, ¢leans and repairs instruments’
efe.  He undertakes any king of
ron work that any budness ros
quires N, B. Any of above artioles
Tgy be had at his house. in Chureh

By, at.the Bign of the ythe
and Siekier o ; ES ar

Samuel Wheeler did nat bu :
Mo, 46 and seb up his ﬁmp;gy Z\&il
In 1777, but Peter and John Trosn-
ell, German millers who owned the
mills in 1766, and worked the milig
for Wheeler after he pureha-ed i,
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Headguarters of Commander-in-Chief of the Continental
Army, near Whitemarsh, at what is now familiar as Camp Hill. The
picture showsl the house as it was in 1B48...The interior has been greatly

| improved since, and is now the stately home of Mr. and Mrs, Radclifie
Cheston, The exterior has been preserved according to its Revolution-
ary appearance, The millrace in froni of the building is almost 200
years old and stll carcies the waters of' a nearby stream which flows

into the Wissahickon.

Reverting back to Mill No, 35 in
our narrative of the early indus-
trial plants of the Wissahickon
Creek and its tributaries, we will
now discuss what has been known
at various periods as the Jacob
Celliday paper mill (1739); Henry
Friend’s paper and grist mill (1775.
and is now the Fell-Van Repsselaer
Mill,

This is the oldest paper mill in
Montgemery County, and is still
standing in good condition, today.
Until about five years ago it was
used to grind grain for the Spring|
Dell farm requirements.

The ancient structure is located
on Sandy Run, in Springfield
Township, near the Dreshertown
road and Camp Hill station, of the
North Penn rallroad, on part of the
Fell-VanRensselaer property.

This township, on Holmes' old

map, of 1681-88 18 marked “Guliel-,

ma Marie Penn's Mannor  of
Springfield,” The manor was given
by Willlam Penn to his wife. In
1738 Richard Penn still owned there
1600 acre, which had not then
been sold by the heirs of Penn.

In 1738 Jocolb Collidey bought
ftom the Penn heirs, 94 acres of
land containing the Royal lime
quarries of the Proprietors, south
of the Springfield-Upper Dublin
line, and in 1740 he secured 200
acres adjoining the other (traet,
north of the above line in Upper
BPublin,

In tracing the title of the Spring

Dell Farm (Mill No. 35. we found
that the original deed was in Har-

risburg, and as thls writer's friends,

Mr. ind Mrs. Harvold Henry Fehr,

| reside there, they copied the docu- |

ment for use in this article, which
heads as. follows: “John, Thomas
and Richard Penn on November
10th. 1783, by virtue of a warrant is-
sued to Edward Farmer, 94 acres of
land within our Manor of Spring-
field, allowing 6 acres for roads.”
June 16th, 1739, by a deed poll Far-
mer sold Lo Jacob Colliday, the 94
acres and the lalter “prayeth that
the Penns will be pleased to pre-
sent h & confirmation

=

sigeration Of 50 pounds sterling,
and a yearly rental of a halfpenny,
on each acre, payable in London
or Philadelphia.

The proprietors also claimed
“thres full and clear fifths parts of
all Roval mines, free from all de-
| ductions and reprisals, for digging
and refining the same, and also
one-fifth part of all cther mines
deliverpd at the pit's mouth, cnlyi'
excepted-and hereby reserved.” ]

In ancther deed the property is|
| named in “manor Springettsbury” |
[,and in another as located *in|
Germantown."”

After buying the mill tract, in
1739, Colliday built the paper mill
and greatly improved the property.
In 1746 Colliday sold the mill, lime
kilnsg, _houses, mill houses, guarry
of limestones, dam, mounds, mill

race, flood gates, sluices and plan-|
atation of 94 acres( for 607 pounds
sterling to Lynford Larner, attor-|
ney and deputy for Richard Penn.
In 1754 Colliday lived at German-

town and Highland avenues, in
Chestnut Hill. In 1745 Colliday sold

his 200 peres holding in Upper Dub- |
lin to George Emlen, Jr., a Quaker
merchant of Philadelphia, for 625
pounds sterling, The mill race, over
a mile in length, ran maostly
through the Emlen tract, so that in
1746 Larner purchased from ‘Emlen
the mill pond and mill race, influd-
ing one perch on each side of the
pend and race. so that he could
| ‘eoriirol the water rights to conduct
i his mill.
' ‘Larner died in 1777, but before
. this time the mill was sold on a
mertgage of 1200 pounds sterling to
Christian and Henry Friend, paper
! makers, The will stated that if the
| mortgage and interest were not
| pald promptly, the mill and pla.n-|
| tation should revert to Larner's
gon, John,
Before the Revolution a portion of
} the paper mill was used as a grist
" mill; for in 1776 Henry Friend was
taxed for a paper mill and grist
mill. In 1783 Christian Friend was
taxed for a paper mill only. It Is
probable that during the war a part |

Of the plant was used for prepa
grain for the rations of the -.&nggf'
lean patriots,

As  Washington  headquarters
were less and half a mile from the
mill, and the mill race passed in
frent of Emlen’s hall, it would ap-
pear a cvertainty that Washington,

his six weeks’ residence at
Camp Hill must have visited and
inspected this mill, and also Mill
No. 34, which was nearby.

About 1786 Henry Sheetz, 8r,,
purchased the paper mill, as if is
recorded that when he expired in
1793, he left it to his son, Justice|
Sheetz, sheriff of Montgomery
County. The inventory at that time
gave the value of the Mill as 2125
pounds. '
- The military strategic value of I
the hills to the north of Sandy Run,

was evidently the reason that
Washington selected this locality
for a stopping place for his army,|
hut at least & dozen grist mills on|
the nearby Wissahickn and its
branchies, were also a preat asset.
(b0 an.army. .

Before 1760 the British placed a
heavy tax on all Colonial-made pa
per, so that the American markets
were flooded with English goods,
and the papermakers so impover-
ished that many of their mills were
altered to grind grain. Afier the
Revolution papermaking was re-
vived and in 1787 there were in
Pennsylvania, 48 mills and in Del-
aware, fifteen more,

Justice Sheetz acquired his mill

in 1793, Tt was later changed to a-]
grist mil, and the property remain-
ed in the Sheetz family for a.lmost.i
a century. James A. Sheetz, the last |
heir, died in 1881, and he appointed !
his sister Emma C. Van Winkle, as_
executor of his estate. In a modern |
deed the 1746 water rights, that
Larner purchased from Emlen, are
mentioned,
_On July 15th. 1886 the Spring
Dell Farm and mill were purchased
by John R, Fell, and are owned by
hig heirs today.

Accompanying this article is an|

Mustration of the ancient paper
mill as it looks in 1834. It is a long
three-story building, to the right of
the headrace over a mile long|’
‘Which brings the waters of Sandy
Run to the pond or forebay in
front of the structure; The great
wheel was at least sixteen {eet
above the cellar of the mill, where
after the water had turned the
wheel the tall race carried the wa
ter 600 feet further on, where it
once again joined Sandy Run.

In recent years a turbine wheel
replaced the old aver-shot wheel.
About five years ago the waters
backed up In the mill, so that it
was necessary lo shut the plant
dbwn, but the gears, shutes for
conveying g and all the appa-|
ratus. requiradt for such a mil] are
still in the building.

As today is Washington’s Birth-
day, we beg to include in the story
of Mill No. 35, a short history of
Washington's headquarters during
the Whitemarsh encampment per-
fod, from October 30th to Decem-
ber 11th., 1777. Colliday, the Ger-
mantoyn miller, owned the 200
acre plantation from 1740 to. 1745,

y_was camped. George Emlen,




encamped nearby.

Tis great wipter wheel was on the right end of the mill, with
the heach'm and forebay tb thn left and front. :

A picture of Jacob Colliday’s ancient paper mill, of 1739, the
oldest paper mill) in Muntgamary County.
ican liberty, grain was xrrmnﬂ in this building for the Continental troops

During the conflict for Amer-

J

Jr t, about 1747 his “Baronial

sometimes called “Emlen’s
ll'nliy Today, Mistfield Farm, on
which the Emlen hall was located, \
is the property of Mr. and Mrs,
Radcliffe Cheston, Jr.

“In 1740 Jacob Colliday purchased
from Edward Farmer, the 200 acres
of lmd, including a dwelling and

lime quarries on both sides of San-
dy run. The deed states in German-
towm, but it was in what is now
Upper Dublin Township, north of
4he Springficld line, In 1745 George
Emilen, Jr, bought the 200 acres
‘and ‘built his handsome colonial
_stone mansion. The present date
‘stone, in the third story wall, is
‘much weatherworn, but the last
‘flgure looks like a seven, so the
dwelling was erected in either 1747,
ar 1757,
Emlen was a very large land

speculaor, and bought and sold
over one hundred properties during
his business career. This mansion
was his summer residence. B. J.
Lossing, the historian, states that’
“Emlen, its wealthy owner, at the
time of the Revoluticn, dispensed
hospitality to all who came under
its roof.”

Washington's headguarters, from|
Qclober 20th. to the 30th, 1777, was
at James Morris' dwelling in Whit-
{pain, about two miles west of what
i now Ambler.

On October 30th. the army mov-|
ed down to near Whitemarsh, in
ithe loecality now known as Camp
{Hill. There were supposed fo ke
about ten thousand men in the en-
campment, These generals were
with thearmyeuthat time: His Ex-
fellency the cocmmarpier-in-chief;
Sulllvan, Greene, Stephens, the/
| Marquis de Tafayetts, Brizadier
|Generals Maxwell, Knox Wayne,
Muhlenberg, Conway and Pulaski

The first letter written by Wash-
ias;an {rom the Emlen House was

It was addressed to Major Gener-
al Gates and said, “By this oppor-
tunity I do myself the pleasure to
congratulate you on the signal sue-
~cess of the army under your com-
mand in repelling General Bur-

| making great preparations to drive
‘out with his entire force, but after

goyne and his whole army to sur-|
render, ete.!

A record in the Quarterly Book
reads, “Since the General left Ger-
mantown in the middle of Septem-
ber he has been without/ his hag-!
gage, and on that account is un-|
able to receive companw (White-
marsh headquarters) in the man-
ner he could wish. He nevertheless

desires the Generals, field officérs |,

and brigadier generals of the day,
to dine with him at 3 o'clock, No-
vember Tth, 1777."

Washington wrote several letiers
to General Howe, who wes in Phil-
adelphia, regarding the exchange of
prisoners. He also suggested to
Congress the Marquis de Lafayette
should be given a higher grade In
the army, This was agreed to and
the youthful Frenchman was giv-

| |surprise 'Washington at White-

en the command of a division.
November 8th; If we can get our
ragged and half-naked soldiers
clothed. I think General Howe may
be forced ‘out of Philadelphia.”
“November 11th; TUpwards of
2000 men remain unfit for service,
for the want of clothing.” _
General Washington crossed the
;Schuylkill river and viewed in per-
;son the enemy’s position before

,Phﬂadetphm and at a council with

his generals, was advised against
the attack. Eleven Generals were

‘opposed to the attack,. while four

were in favor of immediate action.

Of the affair, Washington said,
“I have had officers out for the
purchase or voluntary collection of
necessities without suceess. Our
| distress still continues and is grow-
ing greater. General Howe has
withdrawn himself close within his
lines ne&r Phﬂnttelphm. m

the
wlhhhplm

we -

fabout 13 nues from: the city. Owr’

light parties are muech nearer and
cut off all communication between
county and city.” .

On December 2nd, he wrote; “T
.am about fixing the winter canton-
ment of the army, but find so many
objections to each proposal made” |

December 10th: I am happy of
informing you that in the past
week from many scurces I have
reason  to expect that General
Hocwe is expected to give us a gen-
eral engagement”,

“Accordingly on Thursday night
he moved from the ecity with all his
forces, and arrived the next morn-
ing in Chestnut Hill, within three
miles of our right wing. On Friday

fnight the enemy changed their
‘ground, and moved over to our left
iwing, & mile from our line, where
they remained guiet the whole of
the next day. On Saturday fhe;w
moved still farther to our left. In
this maneuver thelr advance and
‘flanking parties were attacked by
, Colonel Morgan. On Monday after-
'noon they filed off from their right:
in full march to Philadelphia

“December 11th; General Howe

us beyond the mountains, came

maneuvering departed very hur-
riedly for Philadelphia.”

The above quotations were aﬁ
written in letters from the Emlen
House, and headed “Headquarters,
near Whitemarsh.” While staying
in this house, Washington offered
a reward of ten dollars to “any
person, who shall by nine o'clock
‘Monday morning, produce the best
substitute for shoes, made of raw
hides.”

Lydia Darragh, when she over-
heard British officers plotting to

marsh, conveyed a message to an
Amenzan orﬂcer, who  notified

Washington of thg British attack. |
When the British marched to the
aitock on Decemper 5thu, 4717, t’hES
found Wa‘ihjngton prepared.
Sally Wister, a bright and charm-
ing Quaker girl, sixteen years of
age, kept a diary of the happenings
during this pericd of the Revolu-
‘tion. She was visiting at the Faulke
residence, adjoining the ancient
Wwilliam Faulke grist mill (No. 47},
| along the Wissahickon near w‘heré
i Penllyn station is now located. This
was in Gwynedd Township, just
helf a mile above Samuel Wheel-
er's mill (No. 46) which during the
Revolution was used a&s a totge.l
where it is said swords were fash
ioned. |
Miss Wister wrote in her journal,
under date of December 5th. 1777;
“Oh, gracious; Debby I'm all alive
with fear, The English have come
out to attack (as we imagine) ou:"
army. They are at Chestnut Hill; 3
our army only three miles away
this side. What will become of us;
only six miles distant? We are in
hourly expectation of an engage-
ment, Ifea.rwesh.a.ll be in the
midst ofit. Heaven defend us rmm
50 dreadful a sight, ete.” |
December Tth.; “In the aftamnon{
we distinetly haard platoon firing |
Everybody was at the door; I, in
the horrors. The armies, as we,




|encampment to pass the ford at
| Matison’s ford” (Conshohocken)

" After the event Washington made
the statement which passed into
history! “you might have tracked
| the army from Whitemarsh o Val-
Itey_t.l'om by the blood of their
eet.” .

In February 1778, Miss P. Fish-
bourn, the sister of Mrs. George,
Emien, spent a week with
Wister, writer of the famous diary.
“pfter enjoying a week of her
agreeable company at the Mill, I
| returned with her to Whitemarsh,
| We went on horseback, the roads
| were bad, I think Sally Emlen,
| (Mrs. George Emlen, Jr.) is one of

e most beautiful women I ever
| saw ete.”

is an atfractive colored file showing
Revolutionary soldiers, marked 1777.|

{ Wirst Day Eve. February 1778
“This morning my charming friend
and self ascended the barren hills
of Whitemarsh, from the tops of
which we had an extensive prospect
of the country round. The traces of
the army which encamped on these
hills are very visible - - - ragged
huts, imitations of chimneys, and

contains a very fine old
and some of the original walnscot.
ing of the walls is well preserved. T,
B. Brandt, in “Byways and Boule-
vards”, reproduced two illustrations
of Mrs. Cheston’s beautiful sunken
garden, in full blossom, but when I
saw it, all was covered with snow
and ice.

indebted for an inspection of her
s S A
quite rare volume of “Sally W'

oAt y Wister's

:
;
:
:
i

The west room of the first floor

fire place,

To Mrs. Cheston this writer is|

‘tering with age and neglect, whe

Washington made his headquarters
“The house stands upon the edge qiﬁ
a wet meadow, at the head of a fine
valley, and was a sort of baronial

hall in size and character, when
Emlen, its worthy owner lived there,
the roof was falling in when T visi-
ted it. The old steps are of fine
soap-stone, neatly wrought and in

particulars the beauty ex-

“The American encampment was
‘ypon the hills noerth of ‘Emlen’s
‘mansion, its right wing rested upon
{the Wissahickon and the left wing
{ypon Sandy Run. They had no
0 eptrenchments.  than two
small redoubts cne on each hill
near the headquarters.”

. Early this month, this writer paid
a_'v!sitwthehlstnﬂcqldmmﬁm
Mr. and Mrs. Radcliffe Cheston, Jr,,

o

-

phs of the dwelling as it
then looked just as it did in 1848,

added.

fhe exterior of the old mansion re-
maing as it was during the Reyolu-
|tion. ‘Washington is supposed _to

a
the present owners, showed me two.

was in 1902, Tt was then called
“Devereux House." The structure

except that 4 front porch had been

Today the house has been qu;l']
ernized and greatly added to, bub




long the Wissahickon Creak, our
narrative carries us, this week to
Mill No. 47, known as the Fpulggl
Grist Mill, in Gwynedd Township
of Montgomery County.

This mill was erected in the early

1700's and remained in the Foulke

family for nearly 200 years before
it was demolished in 1896. .

It was located along the Wissa-
hickon, near the t Penllyn
station of the Reading n and.
about half a mile above Samuel
Wheeler's mill No. 46. Edward
Foulke (1651-1741) came to Penn-
sylvania in 1688. Gwynedd Town-
ship was settled wvery early by
Welsh Quakers, In 1681 Penn
granted by patent 5000 acres in t.bis|
section to Robert Turner, and in
1684, 2500 acres to John Gee. Tn
1698-99 the tract of 7500 acres was
gold to Thomas Evans (of Mill Nu.
48) and Willlam Ap John. From
these two owners, Edward Foulke
Jpurchosed 400 acres and a re-survey
ishowed that it contained 712 aeres,
and in 1702 Foulke paid for the sur-
plus acreage, 57 pounds sterling to
William Penn.

H. M. Jenkins, of Gwynedd, is
quoted as follows: “Edward Foulke,
in 1702, an interesting ac-
count in-Welsh, of his emigration
and of his line of descent from a
Welsh chieftian of the 12th. Cen-
tury, Rhirid Flodd, Lord of Pen-
llyn, in Merionethshire.”

Edward Foulke probably built the
grist mill and Foulke dwellins be-
fore his death in 1741. The dwelling
was a short distance east of the
mill. Swedesford road passes by the
Evans-Wheeler mill (No, 46) and
close to the Foulke Mill, Bethlehem
pike, sald to have been an Indian
‘trail before the coming of Penn,|
‘was a mile and a half to the east.

When Willlam Dewees, in 1729,
petitioned the court to confirm the
road that had been .opened for
many years over the bridge at the

‘Wissahickon to his mills (No. 24, 25
and 26) he stated that this road
connected with that of North Wales,
or Plymouth Road, The road also
passed near the Foulke Mill,

In 1739 the court was requested
{0 open another road through Gwy-
nedd, which was granted within a
few years. This road was over ten
miles long and connected Garrel
Clement’s mill, on the Skippack
Creek, In Salford Township, with
the mills of Samuel Morris, (later
Wise Mill No. 39) and Mill No. 38,
on Butler road, at Ambler.

The petition spates that the road
passed through Salford, Towamen-
cin, Gwynedd and Upper Dublin
Townships. This, we believe, was!
the Morris read, over which Wash-
ington's army passed within a half
mile of the Foulke mill, on October
19th, 1797, when the froops moved
ihelr encampment from Skippack-
ville to “Dawesfield”, James Morris’
dwelling in Whitpain township.

In the early days of the seftlers,
most of the roads were opened fo
i i

3 f as, & s,
s o the paper mills

ako produce to Philadelphia.
W - Foulke, a grandson of
Edward, owned the mill in 1775,
and his widow, Hannah, and son,
Jesse then came into possession.

- In Beptember of 1777, Sally Wis-,
ter, who kepl a diary of the times,
as described in last week's article,
while visiting Hannah Foulke., at

her home in Gwynedd township,

often refers to the nearby Foulke
grist mill,

Sally Wister's Journal, as pub-
lished by Albert Cook Mpyers, of
Fhiladelphia, in 1902, relates most
of the story which follows:

After the defeat of the Ameri-
cans at Brandywine, Sally left her
home in Germantown, and resided
|for several months al this secluded
place along the Upper Wissahick-
on, among the hills of Gwynedd.

“To the Foulke mansion came
General Bmallwood, commander of
the Maryland troops: Colonel Wood
of Virginia; Major Ogden, of New
Jersey; three future Governors of
their respective States—and many|
other important figures of this
crucial perlod in the Nation's his- |
tory., Generals, colonels, majors,
captains, resplendent in red and,
buff and blue, and glittering in
sashes, swords and epaulets, pass
and repass before the unaceustom- |
ed and dazzled eyes of the Quaker
maiden, and are quaintly portrayed
in her pages.” ]

“In spite of her Quaker training
she takes nof a litile worldly pride
in her dress and appearance, We
are fully informed of her various
costumes and we thus gain a very
valuable picture of the dress of a
young girl of that day. When she
hears that officers are coming to
the house she and her friends put
their dress and lips in order for
conguests, The next day she wore
her 'ehintz and looked smarter than
the night before’. She is much
mortified to =have Captaln Dan-
bridge find her wearing her green-
dsh skirg and dark, short gown,
[Provoking! She is skilled with the
{neadles and intends to he mightily
industrious. She i{s darning an
apron. Ona day she rises at ‘hailf
past four In the moming and irons
industriously unfil one o'clock’
Her evenings are spent In reading
and chatting.

“That part of the house which
was standing af. the time of the
Revolution, is built of stone, now
coated with plaster, and is (wo
stories high. It was probably
erected by Hannah's husband, Wil-
liam Foulke (1708-1775) and occu-
pies the site of an earlier dwelling
built by Edward Foulke.”

A short distance to the west of
the house, near Lhe Wissahickon,
was the ancient Foulke mill, so fre-
quently mentioned by Sally, It
fOnally fell into disuse, and was re-
moved i 1896, When A. C. Myers
visited it, in 1902, all that remained
to mark the site were a great open-
ing in the earth and two stone
mill-burrs,

. The following are more gquotations|
from Sally’s Jowrnal: “Sept® 25th,|
1775: About seven G'clock (evening) |
we hedrd & great, nolse. Yo the
door we all went. A Jarge number
of wageans, with about three hun-

dred or the Ph
They hecged for :
pushed into the house. |
those thal entered was hit
and had 8 mind Lo he Ssa

treat; so figure me mightily S
as not having presence of m
enough to face 50 many ef Ul
miljtary) running in at one d
and oul snother, all in a :
with fear; bul after a while,
sceing the officers appoar gentli=
manly, and the soldiers elvill’
called reason to my sid. My f
were in some manner dispelled,
theugh my teeth raftied, and my
hands shook like an aspen  leaf.
They did not offer to fake their
quarters within; so, with many
blessings, and as many adieus,
they marched off. ,

“September 25th, Owen Foulkl
|eame heve in the evening and d
(us that General Washington had
come down as far as Trappe, and
that General McDougles' hrigade
was stationed at Montgomery, con-
sisting of about 1600 men.

"September 26th: T was standing
in the kitchen abont 12, when some-
body came (o me in a lhurry,
screaming, ‘Sally, Sally! Here ard
the light horses! They rode up to
the deor and halted, and enquir
if we had horses o sell; he was an-
swered negatively. ‘Have you mnal,
sir, two black horses? ‘Yes, bub 1
have no mind to dispose of them.'
Whal made us imdgine them Brit-
ish was they wore biue and red
which to us was not common,

October 19th: Now for new and
| uncommeon scenes, As 1 was lying in|
bed, and ruminating in past an
present events, Liddy came ng
into the room and said thers was
the preatest drumming, fifing and
rattling of wagons that ever she
heard, What to make of this we
were at loss, We dressed and wenb
downstairs in a hurry, Our won-
ders ceased. The British had lefd)
Germantown, and our army was
narching to take possession. Wi
went about half & mile from the
‘house, where we could: see'the army |
pass, Thee will stare at my golng,
but no impropriety in my mind, op
I would not have gone. We made
no greal stay, but refurned
excellent appetiles for our
fast." 1 "

In this tharch to the Whitpa
headquarters, the army mbﬂh‘q
turned down the Swedesford i,
passed Mill No. 46, and then v

headquarters. v
“October 19th:  Cousin
Foulke and myself were sif
the door; 1, in a green skirt, dark
short gown, ete. Two pgentes]l men
of the military order rode up 16
the doer; ‘Your seryants, Iadies,
ete.” and asked if they could _'liaig‘
fuaiters for Genseral Smallwood,
Hannah Foulke thought she eounld
recomodate them as well as mosk
of her neizhbors, sald they could,
“Ome of the officers dismounied,

and wrote ‘Smallwood’s Quart

over the door, which secured us
from strageling. soldiers.  Affer
this he mounted -his. steed and

away. -

_ “Oct. 20th: Well, here comes (he
glory, the Major, 8o bashiul, so
famous, cte. I, at first thonght.the




leen, nephew to the Ceneazl, . g

acts as Major of bripade to him:
ihe eannol be extolled for the graces
of person, but for those of the mind
he may justly be-celebrated: he is
large in person, manly. and sngag-| |
ing countenance and address.” (The

Major was Willlam T. Stoddert, ml
Maryland, onie of Sally’'s special

admirers, but Captain Alexander 5.

Danridge, whom she mei in June

was her best f{riend.

‘June  2nd: The frsg officer
marched up and dowm the eniry,
Prissa Foulke came in. What's the
name of this man? What does he
15ay? Why, that he would Eiss ms
|when he had dined, Singular, I
| oheerved, on so shori an- acousini-
| ance. His. nams s Alexander 8.
| Bandridge, His person 8 morc
elegantly formed than any I ever
saw; tall and commanding. I can'
better describe him than by saying
he is the handsomest man I ever
beheld, He asked if T knew Tacy
Vanderen. Said he courtsd- her,
and that they were to he married
'soon.  Observing my sampler, which
was in full view, wished T could
tench the Virginians some of needie
wizdom; they were the largest givls
in the world, We sat down in a
sort of a summer house. He ask-
ed, ‘Miss Sally, are you a Guaker?'
Yes, ‘Then you are a Tory. Iam
not, indeed, Then {lying away
from thal subjecl, ‘Will you mamy
me, Miss Sally?" No, really, a pen-
tlemnan after he has said he has
not sufficieny to maintzain himseli,
to ask me to marry him, "Noyer
mind whal I say, I have enocugh to
ke the poi boil, ete'.

Taey Vanderen, to whom Dan-
ridge sald he wns engaged. was the
duughter of John Vanderea, who
during |h(‘ Revolullon, owaed miils
{No, 1, 2, 3 and 4, near the mcuth
of the Wissghickon Creek. Tacy
married Thomas Smith, and Dan-
Jdge ' married Anne Stephen,

aughter of Geneyal Adam Btephen.
Sally Wister returned Lo Philadel-
U phia afler the evacuation of the
British, and remained single
throughoul her life.

Her ‘wWJournal" as

publicly 'I pre-

fully illustrated book, and the re-
preduction of the ancient Foulke
mill is especially pleasing, a great
frult tree, in blossom, towers ahove
the four story structure. It also
certains.a portrait of Mrs. George
Emlen, Jr.,, the hostess of General
Washington, at the Whitemarsh
headquarters.

Sally Wister visited the Emlen
house jn February of 1778, and she
wrote in her Journal: “I think
Sally Emlen Is one of f(bhe most
beauiiful women I ever saw, agreg-
able, affable, sensible in the: truc
sense of the words.” On March 1si,
1778, Sally penned her location, as
“at my old habitation at the mill.”

As stated before, the mill wss de-
moellshed on 1896, The old Foulke
house, which still remains in 8 good
state of preservation, was for its
time a large and imposing mansion,
In 1902, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Cald-
well were the ogcupemts of the
Foulke mansien, at Pcnllzm.

gented by A ©. Myers, is a bzagli- |

ing the stori utﬂomeﬁs ald-
n _mﬂhin ‘the Wissahickon Val-
, and this week, would like to
some add‘lbional informa-
eoneaming the mills already

Mill No. 33, now oc-

Cupie by Post 10, American
Legion, on the Sandy Run, at Fort

ashington, we would add that
Mrs. Ada C. Mammel, the daugh-
ter of Albert Conrad, who owned
the augur industry there, writes:
“The lower story of the mill, bor-
dering on the Sandy R.un. Was
where they started the augurs and
bitts, cutting the desired lengths
from long bars of steel, heating
them red hot at the forge, then
flattening them under the tilt
hammer, a large hammer worked
with a lever, then they were sent
upstairs to be polished and ground
out in the emery wheel. The large
wooden waterwheel was on the op.
?mita side of the picture of the mill

am enclosing, 1 remember the
wheel was discarded long ago, and
4 new turbine waterwheel installed
in place of the old one."

At the time of the Centennial Ex-
position, in Philadelphia, during
1876, the firm of A, and 1. Conrad
had a display of their augurs and!
bitts there. They recelved a first
prize and ﬂw a medal. Of the|
Vanderen Mills (Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4) |
at the mouth of the W‘lssahlckon
‘-'m be added that Mill No. 2

w mill (No, 3) were erected
netw 1888 and 89, and were the
oldest of the 50 mﬂla along the
Wissahickon and its tributaries, and
the old Robeson dwelling on Ridge
avenue, just below the grist mill
had the foundation ldid as early as
1689, Any additional information
'of these mills and buildings will be|
of interest.

During the Revolution, John Van-
deren owned the four mills. He was
a large land speculator, of Roxbor-
‘pugh and North Penn Townships.
'Tn 1785 he became mentally de-
iranged and his mills and lands
were sold at a sheriff's sale, in
|i11‘8$ to Peter and Jonathan Robe-—
son.
| Vanderen had died in 1788 and
|his will, dated 1785, mentioned the
(ancient Robeson Mansion and gar-
iden. He gave his wife Susanna the
{use of the best parlor and the
| chamber above, her choice of fur-
niture, ineluding “all my plate and
.tea urn, one good, new single horse
chaise, the upper half of the flower

gwned two paper ‘mills on Mill
Creék, Lower Merion ~ Township,
They were both the grandsons @

John Jacch Schitz (Sheetz).

In euarly Colcaial times the §
searcity of English and Dutch 'f
in America induced the printers
assist the paper makess In erce
their mills and they agreed fo
chase their protiucis.

William Bradford, the first print-
er in Philadelphia, owned a quarier
interest in the W Ritténhouse
paper mill of 1690, and he was
lefgest cohsumer of the paper from
ithis first paper mill in America,
It is doubtful whether Chrls-
lopher Sower, Sr., the noted Ger-
mantown printer ever owned a
paper mill, but his son, Christopher,!
WJr, bullt & paper mill on mﬁe
Creek near Ridge avenue (4110
Ridge avenue) at the Falls of
St:ﬁmrlkm as told in a “Secaff”
article in this newspaper last 5

Sower, the elder, was one d!m
leaders of the Dunkard faith, and
purchased most of his paper fram
the Zionistic Brotherhood papér
;11118 al Ephrata, Lancaster y

'a. The paper used in pﬂn i
1743 Bible, the first miﬁ
America, shows the water marks of
the Ephrata Mills, Part of this old
Sower Mill, at the Falls of Schuyl-
kill, which later became the Hagner
Drug Mill, is still stanging.

Russell L. Davis, of the Franklin
Institute, informs this writer thne
the institution is in possession
of one of the Sower Bibles, printed
in Germantown in 1743, and also a
Bible printed at Ephrata, and also
exhibits the original printing W
upon which the Ephrata Bl
were printed, X

Conrad Sheeiz in 1748 pﬂ!‘ebm
a fulling mill and 100 acres of lund,
on Mill Creek, Lower Merion, flm-
the Dove Paper Mill) from David
Davis, where he erecled a 'paper|
mill. To finance the erection and
purchase of machinery he borrow-
€d, in 1748, from William Allen, 100
pounds sterling. |

On February 7th, 1752 to inerease

garden and the front part of the
kitchen garden ,or garden over the
way, the plantation wherein I now
live and the mill thereon erected,
my chaise horse and the chaise
house.”

The inventory mentioned “an old
Bible with needlework covering:”

Vanderen left six children, the
youngest “Tacy”, becoming the wile
of Thomas Smith,

Last week, in quoling Sally Wis-
ter's Journal, under the date of
| June 2nd, 1778, we noled that Cap-
tain Dandridge who was staylng at
the Foulke Mill, stated that he was
courting Tacy Vandamn and that
they were to be s00n.

his production of paper, he again
Lorrowed from Benjamin hmm‘
mﬂ’“

and David Hall, printers,
:go pounds sterling, The

en contained 100 acres, a
mill and other immwements.ww
deed states that the pager mill had
bﬂenen lat.e.ly erected in Upper llet-
‘l ]

The printing firm e
vested the money in the Wﬁﬂl
t secure paper. Franklin and Hall l
i o
m e fclluwing
23rd, 1753,  Franklin a?;gm_
son, from Boston: “I hope the |
Ream paper, law size No. 2, wh
I ordered froin Schuts (G'
ghe"tﬂ;) to make for Mr,

af&, & come from the mill ma""

time. Send it per first W}a
to that gentleman>

F‘.’

Franimn and I-Inll
timul
and in the 1':&35; t.hey




. - money. Thi
g e g B

V= vttt oot ting.
was made in the Sheetz
paper mill, and the above facts
would seem to prove the statement.
Oonrad Sheetz died in 1771 and
there I8 no record of the loan hav-
ing been paid.

Franklin wrote from London, on
October Tth, 1772, “I am surprised
that Sheetz has paid nothing of
what I furnished when here. I am
afraid I do not grow wiser as I grow
older."

On January 20th, 1773, Richard
Bache, Pranklin’s attorney, wrote
to him, "Fears he will have to sue
Sheets' estate for the amount of
Franklin’s note.!

L. H. Weeks, in his “History of
Paper Manufacturing in the Unit-
ed lates” says: “Franklin patron-|
ized those In Pennsylvania, in ey-!
ery way that he could, as a private
individual and as a public official.
De Warville, in his account of|
travels in the United States, re-!
lates that Franklin told him that
he had been instrumental in start-
ing eighteen paper mills.”

Refering again to the Old Ritten-
house Paper Mill{ our No, 7), on
Paper Mill Run in Roxborough
Township and the dwelling which
still stands there, where David Rit-
tenhouse was born in 1732; there is
today an exhibition of these build-
ings at the new Prarklin Institute,

on the Parkway at 20th street. In
the reproduction there is the old
paper mill, Paper Mill Run, the
mill racs, trecs, ete. A motor in-
side the little mill propels the over-
shot wheel,

This remarkable = exhibition has
’jt!&t» been completed by H. O
‘Hatmes, of Roxborough, who aléo
f;ated a madel of the old 'I‘hci-nias
Vdadvezey bulldin along the Wis-
sanhickon, whm“kih No. 14 was
located.

Gn the same floor af the Frank-
lin Instltute there is & miniature
(Fourdriner paper manufacturing
| miching, whers paper is mads,
| passing from pulp to finished paper,
and those in eharge ;yﬂm out sam-
p'es of the produclt of the machins.

At Franklin Institute there is
4120 oh display, some 6f tlie origin-
al Rittenhouse paper, showing the
clover leal watermark on 1728, and
also samples of the Coloniai paper
money printed by Benjamin Frank-.
lin, on paper made at the Conrad
Sheelz mill b
John Barges' Mill (No, 21) which!
lator betame Megarge's Upper paper
Mil, at Thomas Mill Road, also has/
gome additlon angles which should
be discussed.

John Barge died in 1755 and was
buried in the churchyard of St.
Thomas' Church, along the Beth-

lehem pike at Church Road.
On his tombstone is the follow-
ing inseription:

“Life is a cheat
And always shows it,
I thought so, once,
And now 1 know it
Dr. Mary P. H. Hough, of Am-

be glad to give il to you." )

There were so many mills, along
the Wissahickon, in this part of
Upper Dublin, due probably to the
great number of springs furnishing
large volumes of water, that it is
difficult to tell the exact location
of each, and so hope the Doefor's
history will provide the desired in-
formation. y

Of the Gorgas Mills (Nos. 12 and
'13), on the Wissahickon at Gorgas
lane, we have just seenn the mort-
"gages that give us a betier idea as

to where the mill was erected. A
John Gorgas deed, of 1752, men-
[tions & fulling mill and an oyl mill;
!a mortgage of 1754 recards p fulling
{mil, oyl mill and & grist mill; so
that the grist mill (No. 12) was
built in that year.

Tn next week's isstie of The Sub-
urban Press, we hope (o continue
our story of the Wissahickon Mills.

Retracing our steps to Mill No.
38, which was at

it was
the Wissahickon Creek near the
present southwest corner of Butler
Pike and Morris Road, in Ambler,
Upper Dublin Township of Mont-

m County.
i;q\ilt"?l-sirzzxxl Harmer built the mill on
the Richard Whitpain tract which
included the present townships of
Whitpain, Upper Dublin and
Whitemarsh.

: At’geed. of 1698, states that the
Susquehanna road passed through
' t could only
the plantation, but it ©

have been an Indlan trail at that
time, as there was no such regular
road then in existence. _

A later deed mentions the same
thoroughfare as “the road to North
Wales,” so the way must have been
part of what is now the Bethlehem
Pike, -

The tract was named “Whitpain
Creek Land,” and included the
Wissahickon, Rose Valley Run and
Pine Run. Eight mills (our num-
bers 37-to 43) were later located on
this parcel of land. All early meps

|and deeds before 1700 gives the
name of the Wissahickon Creek, 85
“Whitpain Creek,” it being called
after Richard Whitpain, who was
a close friend of Willlamm Penn.

Whitpain's first house, on Front
pelow Walnut street, in Philadel-
phia, is mentioned in a letter writ-
ten in 1687 by Willlam Penn fo
Robert Turner, owning the Sumac
Park area of the Wissahickon, near
the stream’s mouth, as follows:
“paking ' into consideration the
great expenses of Richard Whitpain
to the advanceinent of the Pro-
vince, and the share taketh here
(in England) on all accasions for

e

convenience above what my cott

affords.” ‘ .
“in 1714 John Whitpain conveyed
ly in Upper Dublin, but
Whitpain and Whitemarsh Town=
ships. Harmer died in 1831 and be
fore that date he had greatly im-
proved the 100 acres of the afore-
mentioned tract by erecting &
dwelling, water corn mill, or ﬁ
‘mill, belting mill, fulling mill, mill
ponds, mill dams, ete. With Bﬁﬁ',
these improvements it is only reas-
onable to suppose that at least one
of the mills was built before 1731.
Tn 1733 his executors and trustees
sold the 100 acres and mills for 400
pounds sterling, to Morris M
of Abington Township. In 173¢
Morris alsa purchased from |

Harmer estate 308 acres of land
joining, in the plantation known
as “Whitpain Creek Land,” now the
township of that name.
“WWe pelieve the fulling mill
tioned mbove was our Mill No.
that in 1769 to 1783 was owned b
Arthur Broade, and one of the
other mills may have been the'm
A

Mill (No. 39). In 1734 Morris
a quarter interest in the 408

Dublin. :
. Samuel Morris sold his half |
terest in the estate for 1000
sterling to his brother Dani
John Dillwin also his quarter
[terest, so that upon Daniel's
in 1756, he owned the entire
acres and the mills thereon.
Daniel's widow, Tacy, and

39, were sold to Windle Wi
The fulling mill (No. 41) we §
discuss later. \ .

In 1771 John Stevens sold the
mill end bolting mill to Jc

ing, “)th m , 18t lmi.._
beth, the daughter of
Dawes, Jr., who owned the
ing plantation, “Dawesfield,” w.
his headquarters in  Octob




One of the Wissahickon Valley mills, which was érected before
ed to

1731 and demolished in 1887, It was built on land
Whitpain,

Richard

Whitpain, whose name was first given to the siream now familiar as the
Wissahickon. The old mill was loeated at what is now Morris road and

1777,

An interesting story is told of
the first meeting of James Morris
n_n“isnm:; dr:tm-e wife. 1
_"One day, whilst riding along the |
Morris road, James Morris was met
by a lady coming from the opposite
direction on horseback., who tried
in vain to prevent her horse turn-
dng around to go in the oppesite!
direction James Morris was going.
Blushingly she apologized for the
eonduct of her horse, and aftei‘-'l
explaining that it was its habit to+,
the same way as any other
8¢ 1t might meet, she asked him
to oblige her by escorting her as
ﬁi’ﬂ“ her f:la,tgler's house. The
oung man gladly and gallantly
complied with her request and the
acquaintance with Miss Dawes
_ accidently formed, ripened in-
0 & friendship which speedily re-
sulted in their marriage in 1772."
_The rouple lived in the old man-
slon until 1775 or 76, when they re-
moved to Dawesfield. James Mor-

S was a lieutenant in the Penn-
guma_. _ Reglments in 1777, captain

gf-‘lmtcomery County Light Horse
in 1782; presiding Judge of the
Court in 1785, and a Brigadier Gen-
ral of Militia in 1793.

ﬁnlﬂs Joseph Morris sold to

h Detwiler for 2000 pounds

slerling the 84 3-4 acres, dwelling,
water corn or grist mill, and mill
Dplantation, ete.
_ Samuel Morris had died in 1773
and in his will left a bequest and
balf acre of land to establish a
school near his mill (No. 32) at
pack and Beth}mzlawm Pikes, Of[
|’ Adlstees appol d to manage
the  school three ‘Were owners of
mills; Henry Sheetz, Jacob Edge
and Joseph Lukens.

family resided in the old home-
stead until quite recently.

As time passes additional infor-
mation concerning the Wissahick-
on Mills, which-we have already
discussed, comes to hand. Bo such
facts as have come to us, we are
adding here.

Mill No. 20: The Willlam Dewees
Paper Mill, later ;Megarge's lower
mill, at Wise’s Mill Lang, On Jan-
uary 26th 1739, William Dewees, Jr.,
wrote to Benjamin Franklin, “I
sent you last week a quantity of
paper, and now send you by some
bearer, more, to he placed to your

credit.”

. On account of the great shortage
in paper Franklin, in 1747, tried to

buy from Spanish mills, In 1754
paper, it seems, became more plen-
tiful, as William Danlell, of Kings-
ton, Jamaica, wrote Franklin, “ac-
knowledging the receipt of 10
reams of paper,~and asking for 50
more, -as he is really in much
want.,” " =
Mrs. Boyd Nixon, who is interest-
ed in colleeting historical data for
the State of Pennsylvania ubm&%
at Harrisburg, has “introduced
writer to Barry-Hepburn, a Phila-
delphia attorney. He has a collec-
tion of over 800 letters and papers,

written by Admiral Barry, and

Philadelphia merchants, These
letters show at least 400 early paper
water-marks, on American made
paper of the Colonial period. Mr.
Davis, of the Franklin itute, on
the Parkway at ‘20th ' street, has
agreed to exhibit the choicgt. ex-
amples in the voomi where the pa-
per making madhinery is located,

Of Mr. Hepburn's 800 specimens,
about hali are early American, the
%ﬁﬂn@e English, Dutch and Span-

watermarks on p:
thews, Turkey, Butler and other
early paper mills. g
One of the Gilpin, Brandywine
water-marks is that of a plow,
marked “work and grow rich”” The
most interesting one, to this writ-
er at least, is that of the early
German paper maker, Henry Katz,
The design is a tulip plant in full
bloom, growing out of & very ornate
urn. The paper is dated 1780. *
Before the Revolution =~ Hemy
Katz and Jacob Hagy owned ad-
joining paper mills on the little
stream running into the Schuylkill
river near the present site of the
Hamilton Paper Mills, at Miquon,
in Whitemarsh Township. -
. We are indeed sorry that these
very interesting mills are not in
the Wissahickon Valley, so that we
could include them in this serles of
stories of the early industrial
plants, 1

WRITING HISTORY _!i‘

It may be’interesting to read-
ers of these Wissahickon Mill |
stories, to know that James F,
Magee, Jr., the author of the ‘
tales, who has expénded ' much
time and effort in''the research
and compilation of the articles,
is preparing a complete Set of
the various chapters bf the nar-

in THE SUBURBAN PRESS, to
be added to the history of the
State of Pennsylvania and pliced
in the librray at Harrisburg.

other Revolutionary heroces and.

|
rative, which have appeared first i

THE EDITOR,

This week’s article on the Wis-]
sahickon mills of olden times, con-
cerns Mills No. 37 and 37-A, known
al different times as the John Burk
(1744) Edge-Paul (1749), Jacob
Reifl (1785), Joseph Lukens, (1838),
and Flues® Silk Mill 1864).

It was at first a grist mill, erect-
ed upon a little parcel of thirty
acres of land in Upper Dublin
township, into which the Wissa-|
hickon Creek enters, passing the
Whitemnarsh township line ne
the present town of Ambler just
below our Mill No. 3.

In 1688, Zacharish Whitpain, the
son of Richard Whitpain, of Lon-
don, who owned the great house at
Front and Walnut streets in Phila-
delphia, possessed several thousand
acres here in what is now Mont-
gomery County, and in 1688 he sold
a tract to Nicholas Scull, who was
the overseer for Edward Farmers
plantation, nearby. The deed states

‘that the land was “on the Susque-
hanna Road, on the west side of
Wesseheguen Creek”, In 1898 Scull!
sold, to Edward Burk, 3000 acres of
the land, containing a house, for
“four score pounds' sterling.” .
. In 1733 Edward Burk, ‘“‘on account,
of the natural love and affection”
he bore his son, John, sold the land

(and @ dwelling to the said son, fo1

five shillings, but at that time nc
mill is mentioned, - ]
_The first mention of the gris!
mill 15 made in 1744, wheq_.ﬁ:]p




*|in 1748

Jacob Edge and James Paul, The
latter was of the family that owned
so many mills and forges in Penn—’
'sylvania.

In the same year Archibald Mc-|
Clean also sold to the partners
16 3-4 acres adjoining, in White-
marsh Township. In 17556 James
Paul sold to Jacob Edge 183 neres,
‘adjoining on the south, and also his
half interest in the other two lots
and Mill No. 37. Paul and Edge
were brothers-in-law, and both at-
tended the Gwynedd Meeting.

On a tax lst of 1774 Jacob Edge
was taxed for a grist mill in Upper
Dublin and 228 acres of land.

It is regrettable {o have to state
that the writer erréd in stating, in
A previous article, deseribing the
Farmer Mill (No, 32) that Jacob
Edge once owned that ancient in-
dustrial plant. The five para-
graphs in the Mil] No. 32 article,
‘all should refer to Mill No. 37.

The Farmer Mill story should
‘have read ‘Joshua Morris sold the
mill to his son-in-law, Isaac
‘Mather.” |

_ Bpencer Bonsall's map of thel

Battle of Germantown, drawn Sep-|
témber 1877, one hundred years
after the conflict, marks the mill
at Skippack and Bethlehem pikes,
as “Daniel Morris and Jacob Edge's
Mills.” We have since learned that
meither one of them were owned
his particular mill. This is how
the error happened and these add-
ed facts are given in explanation.

- Rev. Francis Heyl, in “The Battle
of Germantown” stales, “Here they
réemained until evening and at 7
o'clock took up their line of march

down the Skippack road past Edge's!

Mill to the Bethlehem turnpike.”

Now, Edge’s Mill was on the Mor-
ris Road, near Bethlehem pike,]
over a mile above the Skippack
road, so if the army did pass byl
Edge's Mill, it must have come
|down Morris road, and not the
Skippack road. !

From 1755 until 1784, Jacob Edge
was the sole awher and after his
death, which occurred in the lat-
ter year, his heirs, in 1785, sold the
property to Jacob Detwiler, Sr.,
who owned Mill No. 38, and Jacob

was the son-in-law of Detwiler, and

‘ried, first, Joseph Wise, of Mill No.
38, and, second, Joseph Lukens, of
this No, 37 mill. In 1813, Reiff also
purchased Mill No, 39.

The inventory of Edge's estate
mentions five spinning wheels, one
for the widow and one for cach of
the four daughters. There were no
sons,

In 1790, Joseph Detwiler, Jr,, sold
his half of Mill No. 37 and the
land, to Reiff.

Some tinte between 1790 and 1838
the old stone mill (No. 37) is said
to have “gone to decay”, and a new
grist mill (No. 37-A) was erected
farther down the Wissahickon, in
Whitemarsh Township, on he land

at Edge and Paul had
748, .

{being o high that the water froi
| Detwiler's tailrace did not flow

Reiff, Jr. This latter individual]
brother of Mary Reiff, who mar-|

regarding Reiff’s mill dam

properly. Arbitrators were appoint-
ed and a friendly settlement made.

In 1838, Reiff sold fo Joseph
Lukens the 30 arces in Upper Dub-
lin (upon which was the grist mill,
now gone to decay) and two lots of
land in Whitemarsh, upon which
the new mill (No. 37-A) had been
erected. One of the clauses in the
deed says that Lukens was allowed
to use the stone of the old mill to
repair his dam if so desired,

The consideration paid was $18,-
100, which included a mansion

saw mill, 88 acres in Upper Dublin
and Whitemarsh, but all the build-
ings were in the latter township.

Joseph Lukens and wife, Mary,
(llved in the mansion house very
happily for many years. No one
could have been kinder to the six
Wise children, that his wife brought
\With her from her first marriage,
than Lukens, They were treated
‘exactly as though they were his
own.

On January 14th, 1863, Joseph
‘Lukens and wife, Mary, sold Mill
‘No. 37-A, o merchant grist mill and
a saw mill, to Amos Heller for
$10,000 subject to a mortgage of
$8,000. It was on a public road
joining land of Jacob Wentz, and
the Wissahickon Creek passed
through the property for more than
1750 feet.

In 1864 Amos Hellen sold the mill
and 89 acres to Eberhard Flues, of
New York Oity, and here the latter
established a silk mill

When Dr, Mary P. H. Hough, of
Ambler, publishes her history of
the Flues Silk Mill, we will thus re- |
ceive facts that will bring the tale;
of this mill up to date.

In running through & book, 1ook-
ing for old paper mill water marks,
the writer came into possession. of
|some interssting facts concerning:
Admiral John Barry, the father of
the American Navy.

Admiral Barry's statue stands in
Independence Square, Philadelphia,
After the Revolution, in 1787, he
was in command of the merchant
sailing ship “Asia”, owned by Will-
ing and Morris, which plied bebweenl
Philadelphia and Canton, China, |

The letter book is one of 100
pages and gives the record of voy-
ages and business transactions. It
belongs to Barry Hepburn, i Phil-
adelphia attorney. Mr. Hepburn
was surprised to flnd thai 50 pages|
of the book containg English waler- |
marks, and the othér 50 pages of
[the same grade of paper Gﬂ»l'l'iﬁ‘ﬂ[
American watermarks, of T. M. W..
with the dove carrying a sprig of!
lvy in its bill. 'This paper was|
from the Dove-Ivy paper mills of

| Thomas and Mark Willeox (1729) |

at Concord, on the Chester Creek,
in Delaware County. ‘

When Thomas Amies, former su-
perintendent of the Willcox mills
purchased the old Conrad Sheetz
(1749) paper mill, on Mill Creek,
in Lower Merion Township, he
also took the name of the Dove
Mills, and the Willcox’s water-
marks of the dove. We have many
watermarks of the Amies Dove
Mills.

- - e Al . F e

house, merchant grist mill, and|

Benjamn rrangun; printer and
patron of the paper-makers, if
quoted correctly, gave support fo
eighteen paper mills, mostly %
Pennsylvania. We know that
1752 he made a loan to Conrad
‘Sheetz, and now learn that even
earlier he made a loan of 100
pounds sterling to the owner of &
little paper mill, in Berks County,
which in 1749 was a part of Phila-
delphia County.

. In March 1748-50, Daniel Wom-
elsoof, paper-maker, of Amity
{Township, secured 100 pounds
|sterling on & mortgage from Ben-
jamin Franklin, printer of Philadel-
phia. Womelsoof must have built
the paper mill between 1736 and
[1749, as on the first date he pur-
Fchased 200 acres of land upon which
ithe mills were erected, from Edward,
Reese.

Tn 1736, on a deed, his name is
spelled “Womeldorf”, occupation a
smith. As Amity township was
rich in iron ore, he more than likely
worked in a forge.

The Hollander paper maker was
honest, as he repaid the mortgage
and inferest in full, in 1752. L

If Franklin made loans to paper-
makers in Massachusetts, New Jer-
sey, or Deluware, they would be
‘recorded in those states, but if he
made other loans in the old county
of Phladelphia, which took in near-
ly all of southeast Pennsylvania,
we will very doubtless find them,

Judge Andrew Robeson 2nd, who
owned Mills No. 1 to 3, at the
mouth of the Wissahickon, in 1714
purchased 1500 acres of iron land,
near, or in Amity and Robeson
Township. Robeson died in 1719
and was buried in the churchyard
of the Swedish OChurch of a;?
Gabriel, in Berks County. 3
| ‘It may be of interest to readers
of these Wissahickon Mill articles
to know that complete collections
of the various stories, as printed
in The Suburban Press, can now be
found in the following Iibraries:
Historieal Society of Pennsylvania,
13th and Locust streets; Montgomery
County Historical Society, Norris-
town; Germantown Historical So-
clety, Germantown; State of Penn-
sylvania Library, Capitol, Harris:
burg. Pa.; Free Library of Phila-
delphia, 20th street and the Par :
Way; Manayunk Branch, on Green
lane; Falls of Schuylkill Branch,
Midvale avenue and Warden Drive;
and the Willlam B. Stephens =
m'iaaullr Library, Krams avenue, Mana -
yun ! ; L AL
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mills; through_the_past_w

ade-marks, which accompanics
1§ article, was.made from a tac-
> from-one of those in the
it _O{Ban"y Hepm,‘, ._Td
el N d
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Trade emblems of early Ameérican papmnnkers, which are ﬂB-
. seribed in an amnmhyt&g axﬁchm thnmjwt.

| i
ﬁ 18 placed over the wire gauzé
Which the pulp is spread witen
mer is being made.

ay, watermarks are registered
in the U. 8, Paterit Office, but in
| Limes ' several paper . mills
0'! used the same degign, i
I the illustratlon, those marked
N 1 and 2 are the clover leaf de-
I used by the Rittenhouse paper
Hills bn Paper Mill Run, i old

rough Township, No. 1

diwork of Nichelas Ritten-
Elzf son gafd William Ritten-
. Who erected the first paper
In America, in 1690. It is in
' owritten upon in 1728, ‘The
device occurs in ‘an ihvoice
: by Benjamin Franklin,
Ang the amount. of paper- {324

) he had purchased from
‘j’ 40 unti] March 1741, The

s’ purchased wete large pnnh—..i

small printing and large

_?- 15 in a receipt, damg 1730

Rittenhouse mijl, thh

: t.hird bullt about, 350 feet!

OW the mills of 1690 and 1702,
glover leaf is also the em-

_@f the fown seal of 'Gr:lmm»

amin Franklin, in 1737, pur-

Péper from, the William
€8, Sr., paper mill (No. 26)
}he Wissghickon where Mt
; seph's College. Is now located.
The Teceipt teads; "Philadelphm
ObEr 17, 1727. Received of Ben-
1 Franklin, on aceount of Mr.
m Dewges, ‘the sum ur -!D
- (signed) FHenry Anty :
0 1';3ﬂmH8nry Am.em wns t'.he.
' 0

cirgles arranged horizontal-
% a line connecting them on
looks lur.c a pa!r ot eye-
Wal:rmark No. 3, is. that .of the
Wﬂlm; Ivy, or Dove Mill, built by
'moma,s Willeox in 1728, on a
branch of the Chester Creck, in
neotd Township, Delaware Coun-
) Pi. The dove heldlng the, sprig
of ivy in its bl 48 " in
a;;h in the other s "TMW", refer-
Thomas Willecox and I'ns
n‘; ark. |
pér containing the dr.wc
ﬂnb‘leh'?a is dated 1779, an involcoe
madé out to the owners of the
schooner “Hawke”. It mentions
fen Guires of cartridge paper, two
hundred weight of grapl shot, oOne
5t George and one Spanish jack
IHDE- .
Tﬂe bill wag peid by Mr. Rich-
ard Somers, who was a colonel in
the itin during the Revolution.
He fitted out, with ofhers, at least
ten privateers, from Philadelphia
n,ﬁd Egg Harbor, N, J. They cap-
tured Brilish vessels on the high
seas, and divided the profits among
the own eir argoes consist-
ed mostl? of’n%!m. “salls, | rigging,
rudders, powder, cannon baus ﬁ|;N.\rk
bread and greAt quantities of lquor

ahd rum.

- Before the s Revolution, Franklin
sold to  @apleifi, Sibbold, for the
great cnm&on** | ponds of double
mtridge ‘piper and seven guires of

o _e:- Dove' waéerm}: v

! on of Thomas,
bl i
another statement of Som-

vateering, shows a nice

grie shogt, |

i ;53!
papermmm hﬁﬁﬂewﬁb,
h watermarks, which
ed in their American-m

Thisaccouubsmrsomuch
i the American made paper of
‘that time, containing English water-
,msrks.

Watermark No. 4 i5 the postharn,
marked “PB" (Peter Bechtel) Bech-
tel's mill, it will be recalled, was
our paper mill No. 15, on.the
heiim Creek,” in Germantown.
was: the lower paper mill, thag in
msmabeenuwoumuafﬂenﬁr

: Beehtel owned the
irom 1801 until his death in 1
Our {ricing is from a 'dﬂh
deted 1805, affirming that a
about to be shipped from Phﬂadeh

ia 10 Canton, Chima,iis the prop-
of Taylor and, Newbold,, )

The ruins of the, ‘ereal dam, and
l:hﬁ stagk of the old Bacmel
atp sl standing, @ .

\No B shows the letters “IB” wigh\

Ebnrty Bell between theni, K

% rk is in a letter dated Ju

6, and states that C.
t Egg Harbor, G

unty, has sold to Job
'?2 potnds sterling,

bR

‘in the slogp "G
ﬂfﬁ' tons. _-g?oq' \ 'S .ltﬁm

eeds the lettsr b7 L4
T
; mada, by .

wt uﬂm “Mess, HiE

Wo f‘ms were ﬂest-myed bue A8
third was in operation fram 1771
untiTame2, when it was nga&:n

: burned. :

In the collection there are wate:*—
marks of liberty belis, from the
mills of Sumuel and William Ieyis,
19783, whose manu_facmries werg
1otatedt iR . “CHester
County, Pa. B I’

" No!6 is T of  bhe thip
plagt and 3% §§ matked
i 1780, Henry Ka.t? was the wen-
known German paper . of
‘Whitemarsh Township, who in 1760
;gumha:&ed from. Nicholas | ing-
ack, the fArst printér of Ch st.nut'r
Hill, the paper mill that the latter
had erveted in 1756

“In July of 1776, Heﬁry mw was
chairman of a committee of Penn-
sylvanid papst miakérs who sent a
| petition to the Commitiee of Safety,
“That if all the' papermakers, mas-
ters, mpprentices, and j nén
should now leave the trade ahd fol-
low the camp, then all and every
makmg'm mjulil in Philadelphisa Dounty’

& majority of paper mills
on this eontinent, gust. immedja
Iy be shut up, of of courss, in'a
weeks, the printing - officers, “even
cartridge paper,’ wodld soon fail"
Shorﬁy after this Congress ordersd
‘thé papermaksrs to leave the army
end return tothe paper. tums, :
[, The paper of 1780, c¢ ning
‘the Kats waf;\:nﬂark %s i ﬁum;..
'tory of t.hetﬂcnat H
money of fithing ou ﬂ&ﬁm&r}n&n
sloop of war “Hornet,” William
Moore, commander, Here: ane the
{values of ‘some-of “the equipm
30 dozen eartridees, 10 liquar
rar the people $306: one bsg of
'bread, $300; 15 'gaﬂma mm
$1766; one square
barrel of pork $600: md bg:.




-1
'l

.Gl.h,. 17?’1 i
f,.

[!:ee John Hancock, appointed Rob-
Yert’ on an oﬁiue: on board
'the sloop, “Honet," fe

W. M.omn, cethr ﬁt.h 1%77,
| wrote- from Duinkirk, Seotland, to
(Benj. Frankli. Hd  osalled  from
|Phﬂade1phiu g a first leutenans on
buard the “Hernet", a Continental
“slcop; and was captured, and im-
[pnsoned by the English. He es-
icaped Irom prison and sualghtway
appealed to Franklin for aid.

On August 10th, 1778, J. Leveux,
from Calais, wrote 1o Franklin in-
forming him that Edward Leger,
lieutenant on the “Hornef”, es-
caped fiom an English ﬁ-isisn. Tne
writer of the note. paid the Kiecu-
fenant's exponses o P arls, a.nct

begged i T g i oid

(el Areapls

Petey Wallover, 1807 w&n-

Jenes solﬁ to Geurge Hermbo]d a.
paper mill in the “Tenure of Peter
Wallover” o;aﬂnlf aéres of land in

_Gulley Run; the 'prosent West
Manayunk. This mill was  just

Brist and saw mill 11782}
of . ﬁ , At the mouth
GL G T This mill later be-

uﬂﬁ& uﬁhland Paper  Milis,
Which manufactured pﬂ. icu- the

Ehﬂadalphli Heeord, 535111 oml;n;d
s e, Singerley ¥
% nL was unmn 8 Rudolph,

nd Dison's. A mottgage of
1758, calls the Run, “Gellies Run”.
This was evidenlly the Welsh mame
of the stream.

Tn 1807, Blalr MoClenachan sold
‘to- Pster Wallover, a. paper mill on
Mill Creek, Lower Merion. This
mill had been the property of the
confiscated estaie of John Roberts,
the Tr-ry mﬂler hio was executed

November of
1'1‘?3 ‘At uh‘atnlnm it was agreed
that - uyer should, pay to the
ﬁ'mverair.y pr Pennsylvania, for edu-
cationsl purposes, 68 bushels of
wheat every six months, !u:aver

eet of 5
m ﬁh m&ﬂﬁr was made
either in the Gulley Run M.l.!l, or

the Mill Creek mill.,

We are indebted to Charles K|
Barker, who for the Penn’
inp?med bold Mills of
Mill Cmek Lower Merion”, for in-
fm!;lon relative to these two

e ea.gle was a very popular em-

m mu;ng the Peunsylvaniz

g:m st after the Revolu-

thié gblleclions are many

eagle& from the Delaware (1801)

nd William Eevis mill - {1802) on
*Rfdley Creek,

=y letter; containing the eagle, of

1807, was written by William Mont-

‘gomery, of Phﬂa.delp.hla, o Cap-

ucting - bio ipan  reae
avana to exchange ten bales of

e el L N TS
Flomish lsien for good Goftee b’
‘not over 32 cents, or good quality of
new crop Sugar at 12 Teals, of
brown at 8% reals.

Sketeh No. 8, in the illustration,
beare a  rose watermark., It i
dated 1789, by “B, P. and G. F."
We do not know who these paper-
makers were, It ocours in the
 paper upon which was printed * T;ne\
Perpetual Law of Maas s
prinfer to the court was ﬁn
Thomas Adums, owner of the
pendent Chronlele of ﬁoghm e
was a second mus!n to Prt?sident
John Adams.

Joseph Hergeahﬁmm- : "’I‘h
Foolscap Rose" now appe: ing
the Baturday Evening Post, .tells a
Iascinating story of a paper mill m
Chester. Being a paper. jumey-,
man and & mill owner, he men-
| tiong a rose walermarksin this in-.
[ teresting romance.

A pecullar incident oceeurs in the|
boolt. of Massachusetts Liaws, 1789, |

All of the nearly pEges coms= |
taiu the rose walermzik, except two!
sheets. One of these has a picador
mouhted ol & prancigg  steed,
arma2d with a lance, and in _the
othey is the watefawurk of a rem-
cious bull, .head' down, charging to

|the altack. This bull-fght emblemn

is evidently in paper from a. Span- |
‘ish milL !
. Watermark No6.'9 id that of & two-
masbed square ripged ship of the
-elden times. The letter “B” in the
centre of the ship {5 mo thap
likely the fivst/ letber rof fug"
of he who made the pa.pe1 a;ud the
flag ﬂying &4 the stern - is. -mogpe
Amﬁ;ican than - b, T3
“In paper, not dated, dut writ-
t(‘n Havana, about 1800 Thel
specimen we have seen was a letter
40 Capiain. John-Barry, - who -com-
manged the American Navy during
the Rwolut.ion. and .who. died 4
1803, His nephew wrote that Jhe
‘was deaving Havena in a few hours
and thal an embargo. ha.cl held thelr
good brig, “Safly? in sport; fer
twenty-four days:' ' -
with this diversion from our
story, of the mills themselves,. we
hope to get back to the main mtr‘
ratﬂe next week.




- The next Wissahickon Creek mill
‘which we will talk about is that
‘known as the James Morris (1777),
Adam  Wertsner, (1798)  Albert
Wertsner (1868) Grist mill, which
we have designated Mill No. 40,

This mill as in Whitpain Town-
ghip, on Pine Run, that rises about,
2 1-2 miles southwest of Ambler,
Pine Run, a tributary of the Wissa-
hickon, flows into the larger stream
opposite where Rose Valley Run
also joins the storied creek, near
Butler pike.

This mill stoed on a small plot
of 14 3-4 acres, on the Whitemarsh
and Upper Dublin dividing line,

The little parcel of land was a
par-bf the great tract of 4000 acres
that Willlam Penn granted to his
friend, Richard Whitpain, of Lon-
don.

Whitpain, be it remembered, died
in London and his estate in Penn-
sylvania, consisting of the Great
Mansion, 60 by 58 feet, near the
banks of the Delawsare, and a acre-
age of 4000 along Whitpain Creck,
100 acres of the Libert Lands, in
Philadelphia, 2600 acres in Chester
County, and 500 other acres “not
yet laid out.” Portions of the es-
tate were possessed by his son,
Zacharigh, grandson, John Whit-
pain, John Blackal, & linen draper,
and William Aubrey. Both of these
latter were also of London.

About 1716 the entire estate, with
the exception of the 500 acre tract
was sold to Reese Thomas, a Welsh
Quaker, of Merion, and Anthony
Morris, Jr., of Philadelphia. Morris
was the grandfather of Joseph
Morrls, who owned Wissahickon
creek Mill No. 38. Reese ‘Thomas
married the daughter of William '
Aubrey, the executor of the will of
Richard Whitpain.

In 1725 Thomas and Morris sold
to Abraham Dawes, Sr., 350 acres
of the Whitpain Creek plantation.
In 1775 Abraham Dawes Jr. sold
the tract to James Morris, his
brother-in-law, who built this Mill
No. 40, in 1777, |

On this plantation was Da-w"es-|
dield, the dwelling that Washington
used as his Whitemarsh headquar-
ters in 1777.

The Morris genealogy relates that
the mill was partly constructed
from wood taken from the {rees
that were cut down by the Ameri-'
can troops in constructing fortifi-
cations and huts for use when the
Army was encamped in the vicinity
in 1777,

James Morris died in 1796, and in
1798 Elizabeth his widow, and their |
daughter, Hannah, sold to Adam |
Wertsner, for 1000 s sterling,|
the water grist mill and 14 3-4 geres’
of land. i

The deed mentions the grist mill,
dam, mill pond, and mill race over.
1600 feet long. |

The Morris estate placed ¢ in |
restrictions on the property: thef
water gate from the mill race was|
to be kept in good order, and any
excess of water required for run-
ning the mill, was to run over the
meadows of the Morris property; a
emall notch was cut in a corner-
stone in the west side of the min
and the water was never allowed
to rise above that point,

Either Adam Wertsner, or his
idar, 1aa o 5 Joldier in the
lution decided to remain in Whit-

of Daniel Morris. sold to

e

of the Electorate of Hesge,

Adam Werlsner wos well educa=
ted and an experienced miller, Hel
purchased several olther parcels of

land in Gwynedd and Upper Dub-
lin; a second grist mill (No. 40-A)
and a town house in Philadelphia,
in 1795, at the southeast corner of
6th. and Cherry streets.

He died In 1831, and Jeft two
grist mills; one on 17 acres (No. 40-
A) to his son, Joseph; and the
other (No. 40) to his son, George,
in trust for his heirs, At the time
of his death George Werlsner was
residing on the mill property and
conducting the business, This
death occurred in 1867, and the
pmil] and 14 3-4 acres were sold in
the following year to Joseph Deb-
wiler, of our Mill No. 38. In the
same yeal (1868) Detwiler sold the
mill for $7000 Lo Albert G. Wert-
sner, the son of George, and grand-
son of Adam. The mill was clp.mc;l-I
ished in 1887

Last week, our {friend, Barry
| Hepburn, Philadelphla  atftorney,
saw a very interesting paper-mill
1water-ma_1'k, with. “ & spouting
whale, and another 111 which a malil
earrier, mounted on a  horse, was
sounding his post-horn. The name!
of the papermaker "“was Androw
Rogge. The Iletter, on sheels in
which both of the marks were
shown, was dated In 1776 and writ-:
ten by Robert Morris, the fgancier!
of the Revolution. !

This week we will discuss three
more of the Colonial mills of the
Wissahickon Valley. These are
known as Harmer's Fulling Mill,
(No, 41) and Farmer Grist Mill
(No. 42), both erected before 1731,
and also Haage's grist mill (No, 43).

The more one studies the history
of once-called “Whitpain Creek
land”, of Upper Dublin and Whit-
pain Townships, through which the
Wissahickon creek and its small
branches pass it would appear that
a,mill of some description must
have been erected on each bubbling
spring in the locality, {

We have still to account for ﬂva|
more mills in these two townships,
owned by Conrad, Dresher, Thomp-
son, Tyson and Mathers.

The fulling mill, No. 41, following
the ancient Matthew Holgate fulling
mill (No. 10} which was in Rox-
borough Township about 1700, is
the second oldest cleaning, dyeing,
yarn and cloth fixing mill in the |
Wissahickon Vallev. . y

This mill of Willinm, I-larmer‘s[
was on the same parcel of land that
contnined his other three mills.
(Nos. 38, 39, and 42.)

John Whitpain, in 1714, sold one
hundred acres of land to Willlam
Harmer. The latter died in 1731,
and two years later his executor
sold to Morris Morris 100 acres in
Upper Dublin, containing a dwell-
Jing, water corn-mill, bolting mill,
(flour) and a fulling mill, These
4mills were built by Harmer some-
time between 1714 and his death,
in 1731.

Before 1756 Daniel Morris, the
son of Morris Morris, owned the
‘hundred acres and the mills of 1731.

In 1759 Tacy Moryis, the m

ain and nat relurn to the domai! Bradis (Brode or Broade) the full-
1 ing mill and 24 aeres of land.

The mill was an the Rose Valley
Run, which enfers the Wissahickon
near Butler pike and Mortis road,
where Wise’s mill (No. 39) and
Morris’ mill, (No. 38) were located,

The following: yoar Bradis placed n
mortgage for 100 pounds sterling
upon his purghase, the deed siating
that the property ran o the Gwyn-
edd Township line. adjoining (he
lands of John Trump and Edward
Burk, and that the race to the il
was 300 feet long, :

The fulling mill was taxed as fol-
lows: 17689 Arthur Broades, &
acres; 1774, 25 acres; 1783, 24 acres)

In. 1787 the present Montgomery
County was separated from Phila-
delphia County, so afier this date
it is' necessary to go to Norristown
1o continue the search of the titles
on the properties. :

After the tax lst of 1763, we|
have been unable to find any fur-
ther record of the fullipg mill,

Grist Mill (No, 42) was also one
of .Willam Harmer's industrial
1iants, built before 1731 on the 100
acre fract in Upper in Upper Dub-
lin Township. The mill was on
Rose Valley Bun, as were also Mills
29 and 41. In 1755 it was jointly
cwned by Daniel Morris, his wife
Tacy, and John Trump &and his
wife, Anna. John Trump Wwas a
mill-wright, of Upper Dublin, the
son of Henry Michasl Trump.

John Trump married for a second
time before 1773, Debora; the widow
of Jonathan Paul, who owned the
Paul Grist Mill (No. 22) af Bells
Mill Road, on the Wissahickon,
Through her second marriage to
Joseph Wollen, Jr., she received as|
a dower a half interest in the an-
cient William Dewees mill (No. 26)

John Trump, and wife Debara,
were both living at an advanced
age In 1798 at Upper Dublin,

Tn 1755 Morris and Trump each
gold their half intersst in Mill No,
42 with 80 acres in the plantation
to Lewis Stanert (Stewarl). He s

|given under various names on the

tax Jists from 1769 to 1783 as own-
ing the grist mill and 80 aeres,

Lowis Stanert died in 1794, and
be appointed his son, John, a
school teacher living  in German-
town, as executor of his estate,

Tn 1785 the executor sold to An-
drew Gilkeson, an inn-keeper of
Upper Dublin, the ancient grist mill
and 80 acres of land for 2850 pounds
sterling,

Andrew Gilkeson had a daughter,

7 Who —married Jacob Wise,
son of John Wise, who owned Mill|
No. 39,

Gilkeson'’s inn was at Gilkeson's
Corner, which & branch of Rose
Valley Run ecrosses Bethlehem pike,
in Ambler., Andrew Gilkeson eg-
pired in 1814, but his will makes 1o
mention of the grist mill,

Haage's Grist Mill (No. 4% is
lecated on a may of 1853, as heing
on Rose Valley Run, when the main
stream crosses the Bethlehem Pike,
over hall a mile above the Gilkeson
Mill. |
In 1815 Haage purchased from
Louise Brooks, eight acres on the
tast side of North Wales Roead, and
on the west side of the run, Here
he built & grist mill. " He was of t!m|
Haage family (Hagy) which owned
paper mils in  Whitemarsh gnd

[l




Tower Merion Townships.

Grorge Haage died in 1824, In |8

1846 the mill was sold fo Justus W.
Acuff, who resold it two years later
to Jacob S. Evans for $6200.

Our wandering this week to th<

*d mills of the Wissahickon takes

us {6 near the source of the stream

in Upper Gwynedd Township
above North Wales.

These mills were in the so-called

yynedd Welsh Tract, where Wil- |

lam Penn's fricnd, Robert Turner,

known of the early settlers, owned
over 100 aerss of land, In 1703
:z,lmer sold his plantation to Thom-
Ap, Evans (of Mil No. 48) and
Wu&m Ap John.
The {two mills we will describe

ing saw mill No, 48,
‘were on the Widsahickon,
: &"ha grist mill was il by George!

hotween 1737 and 1750,
Benjamin Rosenberg was the next
g‘mﬁt of the mill and 18% acres

nearby land,

:;n m Rosenbarg sold the mill
in Jacoh Seified, who In 1775 pass-|
e«i it on to Bernard Beaver,

1783 Beaver had added io-nis
pinptﬂt. . 80 thal he owned 59
#erss, A very long mill race car=
ried the waler to the mill.

"Dr. Mary P. N. Hough, of Ambler
as has been stated before, is writing
the history of the Ambler wmlls
She states’ that she is preparing a
map on which will be located the
exact location of the mills and ihe
mill races that supplied lhem with
water for power. She says:

“The comrse [s easily defined in
some places, Pl uncertaintiss arize
because one il s0me ¢ases sup-
‘plied fwo or three mills, and in one
egase we think replaced the natural
course of the water slream. The
‘map will show the ecountry as it
‘was when the mills were all in)
operation.”

Grist Mill No. 48, in the courss o]
flae Jaler years, paasad thres times/
through the hands of the Sheriff
of Monlgomery County. In 1822 it
avas sold to Peter Garner for $'TID|'
mt to the payment of the
dower right fo Susannah Beaver,
the' widow of Barnabas Beaver.
19 acres {8 mentioned as con-
g a small grist mill. In 133*1.
mer sold the mill and 18 acres_
" $1500 to Henry Pruner, and in
- the property was purchased by
ilas Garner, at a Sheriff's sale.

was later bought by Samuel

5. In 1847, J. N. Bsker was
ainted by the Courl as guardian
the minor children of Samucl;
a8, and stated that the mill ":is
'k state of dilapidation and
cay"”, 80 he was given the right
0 sell the seme. The widow Eliza-
'th Gross bought the properly for
$2200. In 1849 she 'dispesed  of

a-half of the mill to Enos Stil-|
1, who also reafed the remain-
f the interast in the mill. In
2 the il was onee more sold,
the shevifl, to Henry ZF‘!'eﬁdlcy
1854 Leverin:  purchased
mill,  paving  §2400 for the
. In 1884 the mill was in op-

.--'"

2 ;| Philadelphia, passed
one of the wealthiest and best | ¥

| find pood Fapair. =4
i Ml Mo. w wa.s Luily mw:n
iP5 neres, pard of 4 tract of 136 acrey
that David Cummings sold in 1762
yp Abraham Dammehower. The nill
Was not bpllf however until after
{1783, in which vear Hanry Danne-
h*wer the son of AYaham, pur-
gﬁ}sed the 25 acres, _
“In 1331 Henry Sr, sold the saw,
imill and {racl to John S, Danne- |
{Bower, the ceed 1750 mentioning log |
wagons, hopk bars, and machinery

for the mill. A road leading f{rom
Nerth Wales  Meeting Houke o
through the
jend. In 1864 the saw mill was
scld to Gearge H, Hollman, for $§4500,

The psxt owner was Hemry 8.
Rosepberger, who in 1866 sold to
Jonathan Lukens, a lumber . mer-
ighent, who owned large holdings in
'that localily.

The deed mentions seversl privil-
leges that the buyer is  to ‘€njoy,
such as running his mill race and
keeping the channgl of the Wissa-
hickon cleaned, that flowed through
adjeining property. | 'This plant
afterward was owned by Allen
Thomas and was called fhe West
Point Steam Saw Mill, It was on

Poinl Avenue,

For this week's Wissahickon Val-
ley mill article, we leave the early
industrial plants of edd and
Ambler, and return for the nonce
to Fort, Washington.

Arriving here we trck along the
Wissahickon, and up its tributary,
Sandy Run, through the Camp
Hill property of the Fell-Van
Rensselaer Pamily, where Mills 33
and 34 are located,

We walk along the mile-long mill
race of Mill No. 34, past the one-

time headquarters of General
gt S S e i
"Washington, and ﬂnally “reach

| Pitzwatertown, which is in Upper|
Dublin Township, about three miles
east of Fort Washington, to visit
what we term Mill No, 36, from
which we had to divert in our)
earlier narratives.
We have now arrived atb Sl
house”, the atlractive home of
. and Mrs. Leighton . Apple-
maﬁ, which is shown in an accom-
panying {llustration. The Apple-|

the turnpike, northwest ol West

—— Wwas taxed from 1769 to 178

itz- |
man's purchased the ancient ¥
| water grist mill, on Sandy Ru, in

19°¢. The roof' and floors had,
fallen and in converting the bulld-|
ing into a dwelling, they used the|
four original siene walls ‘of the
structur2, so that the present ©x-
terior of thelr residence is (e same
as was that of the old mill.
Thomas Fitzwater, Sr., was the
first ol the [amily of thal hame to
settle in Pz:nnsylveania. He was
born in Hanworth, in Middlesex, |
England, snubhwest of London, He,
with his wife and several sons,
sailed from Deal, on the “Wel-
come™, with William Penn and 116
other passengers. Before reaching
the capes of the Delaware, small
pox brake oup on the vessel, and
thirty of the immigrants e :

jamong them Mrs, Fitzwater. and
r.wa of the cauple’s ummrm N
Fitawaler p d 1rom Penn

somery Gtmﬂty He 2
100 acres of land in Phils
on the Delaware river, and b
on Front street, he erected [
dwelling, . sl
John Fanning Watson, Ellthﬂr o
"Watson's Annals of Philadelphia
and FPennsylvania”, ﬂ?m ;1;; ¥
book, that the Orphnu‘s Court n

in FPhiladelphia “4th  day,
month, 1693”7, and among
present were" the Gover nor,

The latter died in 1699.

Thomas Fitzwater, Jr, inherited
the Upper Dublin property, a
what afterward became known as
Fitzwatertown was named ier
this individual, In 1705 “he peti~
tioned the Court, as] that &
road be laid ouf from his | kihw‘
to the Pennypack Mill, 'Bhle
irequest was not nomplied. WHJ
until 1725. |

Dr. MacFarlane, in his “Mym
of Early Chestnut Hill,” states:|
“As early ss 1693 there was a mad!]
from the lime quarry of
Fitzwater in Upper Dub‘ﬂn
Haines street, Germantown.
was what is now Limekiln Pike”

Dr. Appleman, the present (
of the old Fitzwater mill, sta
that the remains of the old 111!)#
kilns are readily discernible
the farms adjoining the mill pmg
erty.

Thomas . Fitzwater, Jr, died &
1748, and was interred in the]?lfii
water burial grounds, at Fitzwater:

The mill may have been ere
prl:r t.ttlo hjsmsdea.th, but if it
no en son, Ji W i
herited the prcpe!i‘tl;n' dugg
shorlly afterward. John ¥

300 acres of land and the grfgt, .
J?hn was born in I715 and e
pired in 1794. The D
passed to his son, h}g&h
operated the mill. Matthew  Fitz-
| water enlisted in the 4th Battalion|
of the Pennsylvania Militia, '
saw service at Trenton, mumy.
wi.ne and Germa.nbawn.

Before 1826 the grist mill ant
118 acres came into the possession
of George Fitzwater, as in that
year it was sold for $9,000 to Wil-
liam Jarrett, after whose Nmﬂy
| Jarrettown was named. A
$ The deed mentions “the right to
iraise the water in the mill race at
‘the mill, to two certain marks on
[the mill wall, on the south side of
the sluice which carries the water
from the mill race on to the water-
wheel, the one a cross marked on a
stone in the wall, and the other an
iron driven into the wall”

Jarrett died the following year,
leaving five daughters. Omne of
these, Mary, married Israel Hallow-
ell, who operated the mill for the
heirs. In 1852 they sold the mill
and 75 acres to. John Price, an
Upper Dublin miller. Price subse~
quently sold the place to Catherine
A. Price, wife of Willlam W. Price
for $5,000. Willlam Price, in 1868,
ﬂ the mﬁz samuel Con-




Ofd Fitzwater Mill, a Colonial grist-grinding plant, which has been
converted into a dwelling and is now the attractive summer hame of Dr,
and Mrs. Leighton F. Appleman, along the upper reaches of the Wissa-

years Conrad beécame - financially

embarassed and the . sheriff dis.||

&

posed of the property to the Bucks
County Trust Company, and in
1608, for $2550, they passed it on
to Charles L. Martin, who in the
same year found a purchaser in
the Urban and Suburban Real Es-
tate Company. AR

Some time during these various
transfers, the great overshot water
wheel was disposed of, and the

| southerm

power ‘supplied by a hydraulic

wheel, such as is in use at Mount

sxt:d Jnﬁephm '5U0c>nege (Mill No. 26)
1 e University Arho

(Mill No. 27.) SRR

- In 1926, Edith W, Handshunk
bought the dismantled mill ang
five and a fraction acres of land,
and in the same year it was pur-
chased from her, by the present
owners, Dr. and Mrs. Leighton ¥.
Appleman,
ihe Doctor showed the writer
“everal photographs of the old mil
and the four stone walls of the
ancient buuding, which now con-
f;guws the exterior of the dwell-!
The mill race can be traced!
through the property, although
ihere is no water running through!
it today. !
Miss Margaret R, Fitzwater, o
Chestnut Hill, has agreed to sena
some additional historical facts
concerning this mill which will be
printed” later, al
Dr, and Mrs. Appleman are cer-
tainly to be congratulated for cre-
ating the attractive summer Home
and retaining the walls of the olal
(mill, thus preserving this Colonia;
landmark of Montgomery County.
Just as The Suburban Press was
about to go to press, we recelved a
|letter from Mrs, Appleman, con-

taining the follo itio
i wing additional

~ “In 1810, the limeburners of the
country formed themselves into an
Wwas president and John Fitzwater,

part of Upper Dublin
Township, in Limekiln Pike, in the
midst of the fertile valley of Sandy
Run, sbounding in limestone and
iron ore. At one time it contained
a store, hotel, wheelwright and
blacksmithing shops, grist mills,
and about 12 houses. The post of-
fiee was established in 1858."

“The Pitzwater burying ground
is on our farm—on the hillside.
Most of the dates on the old
| stones are worn smooth, but I be-|
lieve that each generation from the
| first is there,” |

“John Fitzwater, a descendant of
this family, was an extensive lime
burner and real estate owner, He
died at Fitzwatertown, May 13th,
1857,-in his 84th year and is buried
in the family plot. He was the
owner of a portion of the Emlen
estate, on which is a large mansion,
once used by George Washington
as his headguarters, while the Army

\lay in the vicinity of Whitemazsh.”

To the grist and saw mills which
before 1769 were owned by Bastian
Houypt, and in 1781 hy George
Dresher, we ‘have given thcl
designation---Nill Yo, 36—A. :

These were two very suceessful |
eountry mills, situated in a good |
farming district, and through thl
nearly two hundred years of their |
history we find no reference to
sheriff's sales, as prevalled in the
causes of most of the other small
plants.

After leaving the Fitzwater mill,
which we discussed lasi week, we
travel north on Limekiln Pike,;
which is mentioned in one deed as|
“the road to Jenkintown;” over the |
300 foot high hills to the north of
Sandy Run, and down the vale 1o
the anclent Susquehanna road that
passed from Germantown to Nnrthi
Wales.

Here we come to Dreshertown,
where the ancient mills are nestlid
down gnugly on a branch of the|
Sandy Run. To the west of the mills

ward to the Horsham Meeting

House, or as another deed names
it, “the road to Oxford Church.”

Tt must have been guite an en-
gineering proposition for the first
settler to go into a wilderness, dig a
mill race almost =a mile Jlong!
erect two small and one great dams,
and conserve the water {flowing!
{from the bubbling springs, and
erect two mills with their equip-|
ment, 1

In the Register of Wills office, at |
Norristown, we found & survey of
the mill tract. Both the mills were|
one-story frame buildings; the saw,
mill was quite small, but the grist|
mill was long and on the front
it were two doors and five windows.
The plants received their power
from the same mill race. The great
dam was on the branch of Sandy
Run;-one small dam on a tiny ftri-.
butary which flowed from the west,
and another small dam, on  little
more than a frickle called “Mine
Rur running from the east into
the mill race near the saw mill.

Every gallon of water in the lo-
caity was utllized to run (he mills,
but teday the bubbling springs ap-
pear to bave dried up and there is
very little water in the streams so
carefully marked out on the sur-
vey, T )

These mills were builf by Bastian
Houpt, in Upper Dublin Township,
some time before 1769, as in that
yvear Houpt was taxed for a grist
mill and saw mill, as well as a
plantation of 20 acres. i
. 1n 1774 Conrad Gerharl owned
the mills and 2 acres of land, and
also the mill race, including one
perch on each side of the race that
runs through the land of John Re-|
beson. In the same year Henry
Berger, of Gwynedd purchased the
property. Subject. to a mortgage for!
375 pounds sterling. held by Bastian
Houpt. In 1777 Jesse Trump, of Up- |
per Dublin purchased the mills and
in 1781 he sold the same to George
Dresher. The settlement known as
Dreshertown, and the road con-
necting the mills with Whitemarsh,
were and are still called alter
George Dresher,

Dresher died. in 1804, and thei
property went to his sons. In 1834,
Abner Spencer and John Fitzwater|
purchased the place and In the
same year sold the property to Levi
Dresher. Levi died in 1834, and the
mills and 14 1-2 acres were sold to
Charles 8. Conrad for $3785. The

following year Cormelius Conrad,

father of Charles S. Conrad, sge-
cured the mills. In 1858 Issac Con-
rad paid $5750 for the investment,

We are Informed that the an-
jeient anill  buildings are mod-
ernized into an attractive heme. In
a later article we will try to des-
cribe the present condition of these
old industrial plants.

0F




week, plant;
tion of the bubblings springs, whi-::h-
in 1688 was called “the Whitpain
ereek lunds”., They Included parts
of Upper Dublin, Whitpain and
Gwynedd Townships of Montgom-
ery County.

Here, within a area of four
miles there were on the Wissa-
hickon and nearby sfreams, in the
old days, more than fifleen mills.
In several places one mill race sup-
plied the water to run two or three
mills. |

In 1769 the water power derived
from the many streams in what is
'now Chester, Delaware, Montgom-
ery and Philadelphia Countics cre-
ated such & hive of industry that
over 317 water mills were produc-
ing paper, flour, ground grain, oil,
powder, fulling of wool and yarn,
and also iron and steel implements
from. the forges. !

We have complled the list of
these early mills from the tax list
©of 1769, so that the record must be
[n.ut.l‘.cntic

The milla of this present story—

44, 44-A and 45, were in their or-
der, Thompson's grist mill; Tyson’s
grist and saw mills, and Mathers
grist and saw mills, !

Mill No. 44 was the grist mill,
mentioned in the will of Adam
Wertsper, the Hessian soldier who
remained in Pennsylvania after the
Revolution and became a very wor-
thy and successful citizen.

Wertsner died in 1831 and left
this mill and 17 acres of land to
his son, Joseph, and Mill No. 40 to
his younger son, George.

‘We gave the title to the land, in
A previous arlicle deseribing Mill|
No. 40, but when Anthony Morris
and Reese Thomas purchased it in| |
1716 from the estate of Richard|
Whitpain, from the great land)
(holdings of the latter, it appears:
that  Zachariah Whilpain obJected|
as one of the heirs, to the sale,
and later wos given one-third of
the plantation., This Whitpain's,
widow, Sarah married Charles
Saunders, a millwright, who with
Andrew Robeson, in 1690-91 pur-
chased from Robert Turner the
600 acre tract of Sumac Park, near
the mouth of the Wissahickon, in,
Roxborough Township, where Mills
No. 1 to 4 were erected. In 1"’1'5‘i
Abraham Dawes sold his 350 acre|
Whitpain tract to James Mormi

Sometime before 1800 Adam Weris-"

ner purchased from the Morris
heirs 17 acres of this piece of land, !
and erected the grist mill whlch‘
was inherited by his son, Joseph.
Before 1835, John Hoover, purchas-
ed the mill, as in that year he is
recorded as having sold the same
to Samuel B. Davis, a miller of
Whitpain Township. Tn 1338 Davis
sold the 17 acres and mill to Thom—;
85 Thompson, a miller from Ubper,
Dublin, for $4000. Certain dams
and water-rights are mentioned in'
the deed. Thomas Thombson, Jr.|
was the owner of the mill before!
1891, as in that year he died and
left the grist mill and 17 acres to
his con, John G. Thompson. !

The Tyson grist and saw mills
(No. 44-A) were in Gwynedd Town-
ship, on a small stream rising in
'the high hills near Upper Dublin,
|about a mile and a half north of
Amhler which nmn son!.h o;nd

8 el
- porti ot’ the greal plmitationl
l:hat William Penn granted to Rob-
ert Turney in 1681, TIn 1698-99
this particular plece of land was
sold to Thomas Evans and others,

of Mill No. 46.

' In 1761 John Holman sold to!
Mathias Tyson, on a mortgage of
250 Pounds sterling, 56 acres of
land, mostly in Gwynedd, bul
parily in Whitpain ‘Township.
Upon this land Tyson bullt a grist
imill and a saw mill. The Mortgage
states that Cornelius, the father of|
| Mathias, who owned a mill on
Stoney Creek in Norriton (now,
Norristown) was also bound by the
deed. In 1787 the morigage was
ineregsed to 422 pounds pn aec-
caunt of the improvement which!
had been made,

| In 1774 John Tyson owned the
lerist mill and 161 acres. In 1776
Jonathan Tyson was taxed [or the
mill and 123 acres.

The mills remained in the Tyson
family for more than 100 years,
as a map of 1871 locates the grisl|
mill, on the same¢ stream and
cwned by Dr. John L. Tyson, wlnch
died in 1898,

Mathers' grist and saw mill beo.
45) in Whitpain Township on the
Wissahickon, was . west of the
Thompson mill. These (No, 45)
were built in 1809 by Charles Ma- |
thers. The land was owned at
first by Richard Whitpain, as part|
of his *“Creek land." |

John Whitpain sold in 1714 three
hundred and eight acres to Wil-!
liam Harmer, whose heirs in 1734/
conveyed the plantalion to Morvis
Morris. Daniel Morris, son of the
latter, died in 1756 and in 1759
his widow, TMacy Morris, sold 90
acres of this tract to John Roberis.
The son of this man, Job Roberts,
inherifed the plack and in 1809
Job Roberts' son-in-law, Charles
| Mathers purchased the tract, but
[no mill is mentioned In the old
| dead,

Certain waler righis are
tioned in this eonveyance and
“right of a mill race and three
dams now erccted on the other
Jand of Joh Roberts to bring the
waters of the Wissahickon and one
other small creek, through (he
hereby granted land for the pur-
pose of driving sueh mill or mills
as may hereafter be erected.”

men-

Mathers’ grist mill was well
buili and equipped. It was also
well managed and became one of
the most noted mills in this sec-
tion of the country. It remained
in the Mathers family for several
generations, being owned later, by

Job Mathers, and then Job R.
Mathers.
This week's Wissahickon Creek

story is confined to two saw mills,
which we have destgnated DMills
Nog, b0 and 51,

These plants were quite small
and not far (rvom {the source 'of
the Wissahickon, Matihias Lukens'
miil (No. i) was oh the Wissi-
hickon east of Norlh Wales and
and wesy of the pmunt

calling himself a sawyew 1
the mill and 96 acres. Sheemaker.
died in 1823, and his son Jesse in-
herited the property, In 1830 Jesse
Shoemsaker sold the place to Em-
manuel Stitle, a blacksmith, It Is
said that sbout shis time John
Pennypacker sawed logs here. The
{mill was demolished many ¥ i
ago. : ;

Mill Ne. 51 was in Montgomety |
‘"Township, Monigomery Counly,
between Lansdale and Monigomery
| Square,

The only history of the mill thal
we can discover is that Cadwalader
Roberts owned a saw mill and 5t
acre plantation as related “in
lax lists of 1769, 1774, and 1783,

This arficle completes the his-
tories of more than fifty mills
that existed at various times in the
Wissahickon, Valley. The Seriey
started in Lhe Suburban Press
ils Jutie 22nd 1933 issue, nearly a
year ago, and has appeared obi-
tinueusly in each issue since,

The writer expresses his thanks
to the editor of The Suburban
Press, A, C. Chadwick, Jr., for the
encouragement and vaiued assist-
ance he has rendered the author in
{eomplliing the narrative. ¥
[ Before closing we beg. to men-
tion ‘scveral mills in the valley
that we have not Peen able to
locate.

In 1783 George Bisbing owned,
'in « Whitpain Township, an ol
mill, loca!,ed en a plantation of
1200 ncres, Bisbing died n 1308 but
[the mill is not mentioned in  the!
inventory of his estate.

In 1762 Malthias Tyson sold to
Valentine Shearer, a waler grist
mill and 50 scres in Whitpain
Township. In 1769 and 1774 Shear-
‘ér was taxed for the grist mill. He
died in 1808 but further trace of
the mill eannol be found.,

In reference to the Scheetz grist
mlll tNo 31) we woulcl ma.ke a

correction This mill was ixl White-
marsh Township, about & haif miie

[ ahove Fidurtown, and west of the
| Bethlehem pike.

Moses Hall built a gﬁst mill
here, on a plot consisting of 179
acres of land. before 1771, Tn  that
year he sold the same to  Rob-
ery Waln. It remained in the fam-
ly for many vears and in 1812 one
of the heirs, Ann Mergan, sold the
mill and Iand to General Henry
Scheetz, (son of Henry Scheetz, Sr
who owned before his death, Mills
Nos. 34 and 35} and Daniel Hitner
the same yesr Hitner sold his
half interes| to General Scheelz.

The mill then passed through
the ownership of Jonathan Wentz,
Jonn Shafer, Issac Yeakle, Jacob
Day. Joseph B, Comly, Willam
|Ambler, and in 1885 was owned WI
Chalkley Ambler.
|. The ruins and foundation of th
mill still remsn, showing that at
cne fime it was a large mduﬂtr.ial
Tlour and grist mill,
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'V

' . COLONY CASTLE

Revelers gather within the walls,
Of a structure old in years,

Which once vibrated with toilsome sounds,
And the crunch of meshing gears.

For the waters, that pass its aged doors,
Were harnessed to drive the wheels,

For a miller, who ground the garnered grain,

Or a wright with his tensiled steels.

An ancient*heap of stones, 'tis true,
. But romantic tales are told,
Of events, enagted inside its rooms,
By men who were brave and bold.
It served, one time, as a hiding place,
¥or a crew of thieves, who planned
To make the wealthy neighbors fear

The Doane Boys outlaw band,

And ceomoetime 1lataw tha fiahanman

And sometime later, the fishermen,

Of the 8tate in Schuylkill Club,

Agsembled under its fabled roof,
And made the pile their hub.
And epicures, 'round the festive board,

Were wont to eat their fill




Cf fieh, and fowl, and viands rare,

In the o0ld and vine-clad mill.

Though many years have run their course,
It stands as though 'twas new,

In use by water-loving youths
Who ply the light canoe.

Where Wissahickon's spring-fed stream,
Joins with the Schuylkill's flow,

0ld Colony Castle conquers Tinme,

While mortals come and go.

pee
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Kin of One-Time Owner of &

Wissahickon Mill Tells of
Widow Paul And Old Bridge

Span at Bell's Mill Road Was Used By General Armstrong
and His American Troops At Time of Batile
of Germantopwn

Old crossing of Wissahickon

Century, with the bridge being erscted for convenience of millers whose
plants utilized the walers of the storied stream.

path as early as 1710, as in thal
year Daniel Howell erected a grm;_[
mill at thal point on the Wissi~
hickon, and in 1733 fhe road was
confirmed by the courts as Howell's
Road. In 1738 the road was named
after the new purchaser, Jonathan
Paul, 'Paul's Mill Road.” Lehman's
map of Chestnut Hill in 1750 rec-
ords the road as the Widow Paul’s
road, heing the first highway Iin
that section to be named after &
WOInA.

“Most of the millers of the Wissa-
hickon received their mills and
mill sites through purchases but
the Widow Debora Paul received her
interests through marriage. She was
the daughter of Thomas Kenton, &
miller, of Oxford Tewnship. Before
the death of her first' Husband,|
Jonathan Paul she wag given the
above mill, In 1760 she married
|Joseph Wollen, Jr, and as a wedd-
|ing shower she recelved a half-in-
terest in the Willlam Deweés paper
and grist mill, built 1729 on the
Wissahickon creek, near City line,
which is now the site of the Mount
8t, Joseph’s Academy. Joseph Woll-
en died shortly afler the marriage

Ridge avenue, was at least a foot- ] \

tand through him his widow inher-

Creek, used in early part of 18th

James F. Magee, Jr.,
Philadelphia, recemly  complled
many interesting facts econcerning
the Widow Debora Pauly Mill,
which stood along the banks of the
(Wissahiekon, many of which may
be new Lo readers of this paper,

Mr, Magee says: "The Bell's Mill
road and bridge over the Wissa-

of West

hickon are of historic Interest, as it
and

(was over this thoroughfare
bridge that General John Arm-

strong. at the time of the Battle of

Germantown, led his division of
Washington's arnmy from Chestnut
Hill to the Ridge Road, to engage
the Hesslans soldiers, which were
encamped near the mouth of the
Wissahickon at John Vandaren's
mill

“Before the Battle of German-
fown, on October 4th, 1777, the
British army was posted along
School House lane and Church lane.
Vandaren’s mill was located ‘at the
left end of the line and the old
Richard Townsend —mill, 1686;
|Lukefi's mill, 1731-57; Joseph Me-
gargee mill; 1774-1815, later known
ns the Roberl's Grist mill on the
‘'Winghocking Creek, in  Bristol
Township, was on the extreme right,
Al this mill a redoubl protected the

righl and a battalion of light infan-

try Was thrown forward on  the
Limekiln Pike, near to Washington
Tivg ;

B

‘four divisions. They passed Edges
ML (Farmer's Mill, 1703) and St
Thomag' Church, on the Bethlehem
Pike, then separated; two divisions
| pasging down Ohurch lane to Lime-
ikiin road; the other {wo divisions
‘continuing down Bethlehem Plke {0
Chestnut Hill, One of these last Lwo
divisions, under General Armstrong
with the men of the Peénnsylvania
Militla accompanied by artillery
and guided by George Dannehower,
{who owned the grist mill on Duey’s
lane, on the Wingohocking) a Con-
hLlnental soldier and a native of
Germantown, crossed over to the
Ridge road and down the same to
attack the Hessians at the mouth of
the Wissahickon.

“The present Bell's mill road, over
which the Continental troops passed
in going from Chestnut Hill to

Ch { Ly . . . 2ETY R ’ T (i
~ “On the evening of the 3rd, the

ited a half-interest in the Carvel
grist mill, built before 1738, and in
1755 the Barge Source Paper Mill,|
which afterward became the well
lImt:twn (upper? Charles Megarge?
paper mill at Thomas Mill road,

“After the death of her first hus-
band, Jonathan Paul, she also re-
ceived a guarter interest in  the
Thomas Livezey grist mill, on the
Wissahickon, on the Site mow oc-
cupied by the Valley Green Canoe
Club, through permission of the
Fairmount Park Commission.

“The Widow Debora married for
the third time, to John Trump &
_miller; . and her daughter, M_ar_y.i
married John Paul, a first eousin.
Until 1780, through her husband
John Trump, and son-in-law, John
Paul she retained her interest in
four of the important mills of t.heL
Wissahickon,

The present bridge, over 1ihe
Wissahickon, at Bell’s Mill roud, was
built in 1820 by Isaze Bell but &
bridge across the creek at this
point wag erected as early as 1738, |
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Of One-Time -
Paper Mill

Colleetors Tore Bits From!
Speeimen of Ritten-
house Laid Paper

MADE AT LOCAL MILL

First Papermaker Died in
- House Nearby in
1708

There i8 in existence a specimen
of lald paper made at Claus Rit-
‘tenhouse's paper mill in 1680, on
Paper Mill Ruy, Roxborough Town-
ghip, Phlladeiphm County, Penn-
sylvanin, Lovers of the antique
‘'made an onslaught upon the time
stained sheet, and bits here and
there cut out indicate the extent
lof curiosily. Members of the trade
have in every instance “swiped a
| piece. of the highly prized paper
l'whﬂe the owner's attention was
drawn to ofther matters. One slip
of paper is of the first roll of
mper made in the United Siates:
f its begrimed surface is
wrilten a receipt by Nicholas Poar-
fo for five reams of brewn paper
‘delivered June 23, 1705,
| Said Morris Nixen, of Dayton,!
|{Ohio, who spoke instructively and.
sntertainingly: “William = Ritting- |
buysen, an emigrant, was the first
‘Mennonite preacher in Pennsyl-
vania, He, with his two sons, Ger-
hard, or Garret, and XKlass, or
|Nicholas, ecame from Broich, in
Holland. His forefather had long
cearried on the business of mann-
ITacturing paper at Arnheim and in
(1690 he built the first paper mill
In America on the Wissahickon,!
It is a remarkable fact that the
intrcduetlon ol the manufacture of
aapep into Ameriea by the Ritten-
houses, was abou, as early as the'
time al which they took root in
‘America. A biographer of one of
the’ Rittenhouses rightly stated that
the enterprise marked a union of |
capital, intelligence and activity|
at that time rare in the colonies |
Germantown, now so thickly settled. |
was then a cluster of woods. Back
from the Gemmantown read ran
long and narrow  strips of land,
each with its: guaintly and sparely
furmished farm houses, In the out-
lying townships of Cresheim and
COreleldf lay great blocks of Jand—
hilly, rich, well watered and tim-
bered and ‘miraculously productwe
‘The German piloneers lived on the
fat of the land in those days.
"It was in Roxborough township
A William Rittenhouse bully his
mm mill, upon the stream ever

Willlam Riltenbouse died ﬁg
aged 64. According o n mode
inheritanece practiced nnmng
setllers from  Holland, and which
has a distinet place in the history
of the development of the modern
community, farm ouse and paper
mill descended from William Rit-
tenhouse Lo the younger sons Nich-
clas and from him to his younger
son Matthias, 'each of these two in
turn prosecuting the business aft-
Ier the decease of his parent.”

"Mr. Nixen is a lineal descendant
of the Rittenhouses, and curiously
enough when he was united in
marriage he suceeeded in winnlog
the heart of a Miss Rittenhouse,
who traces her ancestry in the
'same  lines of kinship, Coeineid-
ences are coincldences, verily,

One of our local writers has heen
unearthing some old books, one of |
which by Gabriel Thomas alludes
to the Rittenhouse Paper Mill, the
first in America (A. D, 1690).

“All sorts of very good paper,”
he says, -‘are made in the Ger-
man-Town; as also very fine Ger-
man Linen, such as no Person of
[Quality need be ashamed to wear,”

This so important manufacliure
is duly recorded by another writer
of the same period:

“From Linnin Rags good Paper
doth derive,

The' first Trade Keeps the second
Trade alive;

Without the first the sccond cannod
be,

Therefore, since these two can 'sol

wall agree,

Canvenlence doth approve to place

them nigh,

Ome in the CGerman-Towny ‘tother
hard by.

|A Paper Mill near German-Town

| doth stand.”

|1
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