From the ook s

43, €. CHADWICK, JR.




@

. The object of the cgent serie f sketches will be to furnish the

Nlanoean
JA1Q S8

Lanayunk ,
1,put will
cut olden

the pi-

oneer settlers,a:

In connection with loecal sketeheg,the w ey vroposes,ifrf it 1s deemed

atter of interest to the readers,to give lists of the taxable inhabitante
Roxborough at various early dates—-digests of MENEMearly wills and per-

prominent eitizens as have beesn preserved These ,

factures

T
<l

43

equally as many who hav e neger
weard of the great extent of the mamufacturing Interests of Hanayunk,
arious causes have operated to produce this ignorance,avout Foxborough
and Manayunk,the ohief of which has been the want of sueh a journal as
New Pro

acts form the basls of history.and hence only such shoulcs
c¢an be substantiated,for when once a statement is given t
fact ,and remains uncontradicted,it goes down the stream of
its very antiquity gains the semblance of a verity,and in this

3 future histori: The writerg of the historie notes
fore cndeavor to state only such things
eribing Roxborough he will efer to it ag not dietinet® from Manayurk,but a
of MMEEYUNK Roxborough,of which Manayunk was a component

sulisequent numbers,ianayunk will be described saopa-







"Nemoir of the
"History of the
n ""."':Z-GI‘}' of the

"Biographi

Rev,

@reﬂt

marly

numerous
interest

ciriuren,
Baptist Asso f.itiﬁ“n

Brown

Abel

Universit

Permypek Church"

Chu ~*11'
Chureh!
A avid Jones
Dublin Baptist
ﬁ}uvc“, 1;UJ“
] (l\;; yu unk™"
. v, O'Eﬂ r

S8 =]

'3 1 ‘Jl us

Paper Manufact

urer

A ¥

Lellas

Church, Morrisania,

_.‘\ |
PO rougn

of the

yivania®

ete

ever

ests of that
Philadel

del 13.; 118

roline
Babeock







of 97 years, He was buried in the midst of his plantation,in the reariof 3
the present Roxborough Baptist Church,
CHAPTER 2.
FIRST PAPER MILL IN AMFRICA.

. igard Levering,the pioneer settler on the *Ridge",as the higher part
of Roxborough was called in early times,had two sons who reached maturity;
willism,who was born at Mulheim,in Germany,May 4,1677,and Jacob,who it is
suprosed was born in Roxborough,January 21,1693, They lived with their
parents at the family mansion on the Ridge until their marriage. Both
settled in the immediate vieinity of their father,and ¥illlam died in
August or September 1747 ,aged 70 years,leaving two sons and several daugh-
ters,while Jacob died October ,1¥53,aged €1l,leaving six sons and one daugh-
terx. Jacob Levering was the first settler in what is now known as Man-
ayunk,and he resided in the house on Green Lane now owned by P.W.Levering,
his great-grandson, His father,on the 20th day of February,l716-17,.gcrant-
ed to him a tract of land 85 acres in extent,which is now ineluded with-
in the limits of Manayunk.

Nearly cotemporary with the settlement of the Leverings on the Ridge,
the Rittenhouses settled on Paper Mill Run at what is now known as "Rit-
tenhouse Town." The first of the family who came to Roxborough 1s sup-
posed to have been named William Rittenhouse,or,as the name was then spell-
ed ,Rittinhouse or Rattinghausen., He is believed to have been 2 native
of Arnheim %n Holland,and to have settled in New Amsterdam,now know n as
New York,while it was a Duteh colony,from whence he came to Pennsylvenia,
and located in Roxborough,near the line of the Township of Germantown, It
seems that the family had carried on the business of paper making in Hol-
land for many years,and he himself understood that art, At the time of
his settlement in Roxborough about the year 1690,there was not only no

aper mill in Pennsylvania,but there was none in all British America,and
he early colonists were dependent upon Holland or England for their sup-
ply of paper.

Mr,Rittenhouse accordingly undertook to supply the great desideratum
and erected a paper mill near the source of the stream of water whieh has
thus derived the name of Paper Mill Run. There is no doubt whatever,that
this was the first PAPER MILL ERECTED IN BRITISH AMERICA.

This Wwilliam Rittenhouse had two sons,one named Claus or Nicholas,and
the other Gerhardor Garrett. The latter settled at Cresheim,in the upprer
rart of Germantown,where he had a grist mill and a farm,while Nicholas was
comiected with his father in running the paper mill,and was in fact the
owner of the same in part. This mill was owned by William Rradford of
New York,Thomas Tresse of Philadelphia,William Rittenhouse and Nicholas
Rittenhouse, when it was erected cannot be ascertained with certainty,
but as Bradford was interested as part owner,it was doubtless built before
1693,for inthat year he removed to the city of New York,and in 1697 the
mill was in successful operation as aprears from Gabriel Thomas' history
of the Province of Pennsylvania. And moreover there is a lease still in
existence,dated september 24,1€97,by which®william Bradford of the city
of New York,Printer,"leases his fourth part of the said paper mill near
Germantown to the Rittenhouses for the term of ten years They were to pay
Bradford "the full gquantity of seven reams of printing paper,two reams

—of good writing paper,and two reams of blue paper yearly."
This mill was unfortunately swept away by a freshet,and the proprie-
tors lost their materials,tools,MMBetc.

so great a calamity was this that william Penn wrote a paper recommend—

.ir)g that citizens at large should aid the proprietors in rebuilding the

mill, The freshet must have occurred about the time of Penn's last visit
to his colony,between the years 1692 and 170l,a nd the mill was rebuilt
prior to 1703, It was about this time that Nicholas Rittenhouse bought
the interest of Bradford and Tresse. William,the father,died in 1707-8
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and Nicholas became by purchase the sole owner of the mill, He continued
to mamufacture paper until his decease in May,1734, He left seven chil-
dren,three sons and four daughters, One of the sons was named Matthias,
and he was the father of the celebrated David Rittenhouse,the American
astronomer, He was born on the 8th of April, l7352,at the old family es~
tate in Roxborough,and not,as stated by naariy all historians,in German-
town, ¥hen David was an infant,hia father moved to Norriton,Montgomery
County,and engaged in agrioultural pursuits,

The MHMMM property on which the first American paper mill was built is
still owned by the descendents of the first Claus or Nicholas Rittenhouse,
but the mill itself was a second time Aestroyed,and although another was
rebuilt,yet it was not upon the old site,but farther down the strean,at
a Patudve time the writer may furnish a detailed sketch of nNavid Ritten-
house,whose humble birthplace ean still he seen in the beautiful vale ¥
where the old paper mill was erected
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Another early Roxborough family were Righter or Richter family,who
gsettled upon part of the Viearis patent,in the lower part of the township.
There were,it ig supprosed,two brothers,named Michael and Peter Righter,
¥ho bought land adjoining each otherand extending from the Sehuylkill to
the Wissahickon, They were of Cerman origin,but the peried of their
emigration to America is unknown, Peter bought 75 acres adjoining the
tract of Robert Turner and Michael purchased about as much to the west of
his brother, The first ias now occuplied by the lumber yard of Matthew L,
Jones,the Wigsahickon Station House and the houses of Messrs, Harjes,King,
Lorenz,0ollins,and Heins;while the latter is that now occupied by the M
houses of Messrs,Cauffman,Root Reger,Prowattain,and the former Manayunk
Poor House, Peter Righter lived on the banks of the Schuylkill and built
the old stone house at the lumber yard and was the owner of a Ferry, This
is suprosed to have been the first Ferry in Roxborough, Originally all
ferries were granted by patents from the Proprietaries, There are two
for the Perry still preserved. One is from John Thomson and Richard Penn
to Peter Righter,and is dated January 13th,1741,and grants to Righter ‘he
use of the Ferry for seven years,forbiddi any other ferry to be erected
within two miles, The other patent is dated October 11,1765,and is from
John Penn "the American”,as he was called, ‘This extends the ferry priv-
1lege for seven yearsand grants the right to exact tolls of everybody
except "the Proprietaries,thelr heirs and successors,thedr Lieutenant -
Governor,attendants and servants,* The rope of £he ferry was attach-
ed to a large maple or sugar tree,MMMMMUMYYM on the opposite side of the
Sehuylkill and in order to have a good landing,Thomas David leased to
Peter Righlar a small strip of ground near the tree, The Lease is dated
October 31,1765, and ¥M the rent reserved was "one ear of MUMM Indian
corn,to be paid yearly on the first day of October. "

CHAPTER III, EARLY SETTLERS IN ROXBOROUGH,

Another early settler in Roxborough was Matthew Holgate,or Houlgate,
who is said to have emigrated from England, He settled on the Jennett
paténtt and erected,at an early period,the large stone house on Rittenhous
Lane,and owned by George Markle, He was a fuller by oecupation,and that
art appears %o have been kept in the family for three generations, On
the banks,of the Wissahickon sheve "Red Bridge" WMMMMVEMMM near a small
ravine,may yet be secn the ruins of an old mill,whose existence was dis-
tinetly rememhered by some of the older inhabitants of Roxbhorough a few
years gince, As there was no apparent road to the mill it was a frequent
subject of remark to the boys who used to frequent the banks of the Wis-
sahickon for fishing and bathing, That was the location of Houlgate's
Fulling Mill,and there is every reason to believe that it was the first
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fulling mill established in Roxborough. On the 8th of Necember,l720,
Matthew Houlgate,of Roxbhorough Township,yeoman,and Sarah his wife,convey-
ed 100 acres of land "as also the fulling mill®,to Matthew Houlgate Jr.,
and this deed recites that he had purchased the land from John Jennett,
on the 16th of the 3d month (Yay) 1698, So that it is prohable that r,
Houlgate settled in Roxborough as early as this last date, Matthew Houl-
gate the younger,on the 20th of January,1762,granted the fulling mill to
his son John,who,on the 19th of February following eonveyed half of the
mill %6 christian Schneider,of Germantown,skin-diresser, The fulling ea-
tablishment was bought in 1782 & 1783 by William Rittenhouse, John Houl~
gate also had five song,viz;-— Matthew,Samuel,John,fornelius and william,
The latter did some gerviece in the Revelutionary war,and will be noticed
hereafter,when the evenis of the Revolution come t0o be desecribed,

Andrew Robeson was another of the Roxhorough pionesrs and owned the
mills at the mouth of the Wissahiekon,

T™he family originally settled in Amity Township and its members appear
to have bhecome quite extensive land owners, There were several brothers,
but the only one who seems %o have located in Roxborough was Andrew,which
name is still perpetuated in the fanlly and is bhorne by Andrew Robeson of
New Redford,Hassachusetts,who was born at the family mansion on the Ridge
Road just below the Wissahickon., When Mr,Robeson firast came Lo Roxbor-
ough is not known,but he died in Pebruary,1719-20,and his will of that
date degoribes him as being of the County of Philadelphis, He had bought
the Tuarner patent,July 11,1621, It may posaibly be that he continued
Lo reside in Amity Township,and placed one of his sons at the Roxborough
estate, e had seven sons--Andrew,Israel ,Jonathan,David,Thomas,Samuel,
and Peter, To his sldest son,Andrew,he devised "all the land and tene-
ments belonging to the Roxborough Mill and the Roating Mill,* The estate,
called in early times,Sumac Park,still retains that name,and is yet owned
by lineal descendents of the first Andrew Robeson, The mill,a century
ago was callad "The Wissahiokon Mill," and it is very probable that it
was the first mill erected on the Wissahickon fdresk, From its situation

on the King's Highway,and being contipuous to the sity,it attained consid-
arable notoriety, Wwhile being owned and conducted hy the late Peter Robe-
son,it was visited in the year 1795 hy the NDuke de la Rochefoncauli Lian-
court and deseribed by him at some length in his velume of travels, In

a late numbsr of these notesp full extracts from the Nukels hook will be
ziven,

At the time of the Reveolution the mill was occupied by John vandaren,
and in the despatchas and offieial papers of that period frequent mention
is made of "Vandeering's Mill," It was,in fact,a very important posat,
for,in the immediate vieinity,on the bluff behind 4the mansion house,stood
the Hessian redoubt during the occupaney of Philadelphia by the British."

denry Frey appears to have settled in Roxhorough about the year 1692,
He was a son-in-law of Wigard Levering,and hought 100 acres Of the Talrun
ANty patent from John Jennett, What became of him is unknown,but on
the 8th of Mareh,1729,hensold his farm to John George Wood,who was a Cer—
mAn,and as was often the case,had anglicised his name ,the original Ger-
man being Hannes Yorick Hultz, Such at least was the family tradition
related to the writer by the late venerable Mrs, Rlizabeih Taylor,a grand
daughter of Mr ,Wood, He built the large stone house on the Ridge Road,
now owned and occcupied by Mr.Shur, In its day 1t was,no doubt,mch in
advanes of the age,although most of the houses erescted in Roxhorough at
that period were large and substantial, Thig was graced on the north and
eAast sides with a pent roof whieh,over the deor,was enlargzed so as Lo in-
¢reaase the bheauty of the architsciure, Puring the Pevolution the house
and proyperty were owned and oceupied by Andrew Wood,a son of the ahove
named John George,and here,in the winter of 1777-78 an event occurred,
iwhich,of itself will form a theme for a subsequent pvaper,













L]

-

"

- |
+ - l * | u -
i : 1 - } i
- - - - .- 3 .
- ’ ] e -
{ L %
1 < . - [e-
- - I L]
- . - - -
- » L o
- - : -
a - '
0 ¥ | r -
W ¥
LY
L il £ . = .
™} L]
. - ¥ - ’
- oy
-
-
. =
- L i
e | -
u .
L .-
-
-
#
.
| . .
- =
.
- - =
|
| .
= .
L - 2
IS
| * -, » e
3 -8 - » K - ® .-
L L 2 L
- -
- n L :
* - H
B - a |
- L3
a2 - = -
L] 1 | -
.-
1 . i o
- -
- @
. - w
4 M
- = . 2 . =
- - - - [~
’ ® s i »
L - L
- - o
Ld wi 54 4 {
= - »
“n o I - .- -

 f




10

frontispiece,-—a small porirait of Feppius ,in his toga,or scholar's dress,
and an eye-l1lid is held up with the hand,as the nerves were injured, It
was painted by Dr.Witt,and has been preserved by the Leibert family, The
present owner is lr,John Leibert of Germantown,who has kindly allowed the
writer to have the portrait lithographed, Ve now bid farewell to the
leader of the Hermitg of the Ridge,regretting that we have not time %o
refer to his aocts as attorney in fact of the Prankford Company.

CHAPTER SEVEN,

DR,CHRISTOPHER WITT,

Reference has been made in the gketoh of John Kelpius to Nr Wittt and
John Seelig---both of whom were with Xelpius during his residence among
the hills of the Wissahickon,and they are therefore sntitled to some no-
tice,eapecially so,as we are indebted to Dr.¥Witt for the preservation of
many of the Hermit's Mas,,and also for his portrait, CHRISTOPHER WITT
was & native of Wiltshire,Bngland,and came to America early in the 18th
century, He was quite a skillful physician and a man of science--and ac-
cording to the tradition of GCermaniown, he was a Magus,or Diviner.and a
devout believer in the absurdities and nenasense of the Rosierucian phil-
osophy. How he made the acquaintance of Kelpius and the other Hermits
of the Ridge,is not known,but it may have been that they met at Christian
gggggﬁéao}n Germantown,and W?tt was s0 charmed with the simplicity and

: Kelpius,as to he ied into the wilderness after him, He must"
cortainly have caught some mysiicism of Kelpius,as will gubsequently agpea“
--and this added to his,very natural leve for the wonderful,and his sei-
entific knowledge ,xave him notoriety in his imsediate neighborhood, Mr.
watson says that Witt was called a “conjurer,"because he cast nativities."
He lived in an age when learnins was confined 4o a faw,and the learned wer-
often regarded with great awe, Happily that day has,we trust,, forever
passed away,and ignoranee is now the exception., However Nr Wittt was look-
ed upon in CGermantown and viecinity,there is no doubt but that he was a
learned man,and Darlinston's "Memorials of Bartram and Marshall," prove
that he was a Naturalist of no mean power,and a Botanist of considerable
eminence, He was a correspondent of Peter Collinson,and an intimate friend
of our early Botanist,John Bartram, Notwithstanding this he was exceed-
ingly eredulous,and dealt much in the marvellous, In a letter %o Collin-
son,dated June 11,1743, Bartranm,after speaRing of Nr Wititls garden,savs;

*We went into his study,which was furnished with books containing differ-
ent kinds of learning—-as Philosophy, ,Natural Magie,Divinity nay,even Mys-
tic Divinity,all of whioch were the subjeotis of our discourse within doors,
which alternatsly gave way to Botany,every time we walked in the garden,

1 could have wighed thee the enjoyment of 80 much diversion,as to have
heard our diseourse,provided ,thee had been well swathed from hips %o
aro~-pits, But it happened,a little of our spiritual discourse was inter-
rupted by a material object within doors;for the doetor had lately pur-
chased of a great traveler in Spain and Italy,a samnple of what was imposed
upon him for Snake-sionss~—-which took up a listle time,beside laughing

at hl m,t%o convinece the dector that they were nothing but caleined old
horse bones, Indeed,toc give the doctor his due,henis ®ery pleasant,face-
tiocus and pleasant," (Dariingion's Memorials,p,174.)

In another leiter dated Decembsr 10,1745,Mr Bartram says; "Now though
oracleas be ceaged,and thee hath not the spirit of divination,yet accord-

ing %o our friend Dr . ¥Witi,we friends that love cne another sincerely,
may,by an exiraordinary spirit of sympathy,not only know each others de-
sires,but may have a spiritual conversation at great distances cne from
another,* If Dr . ¥Witi proslaimed such views a century since,there is no
wonder that he was regarded as a conjurer, Now-a~days,when ao many are
believers of this very docirine,we are more charitable,and ascribe such
belief to a peculiar mental organization of the individuals,
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T™e whole number of taxables in thisg year,it will be seen,was 71,and al-
lowing four perscons 40 each family,the population of the township would
be only 284, T have also seen a statement that in 1741 there were but 38
taxables--but the ligt itgelf I cannot obtain, The pepulaticn in that
year would be about 152, Some of the names are erroneously spelled,and
raquire explanation, dJohn and Jacob Rold shoul& be Bald,Nicholas Robin
was,no \‘r\L‘“'nt'_V.’_gpine‘ Michael Mover. it ig very 'l‘\}o:i_‘:,"l'i vaed on the Rids

Road where the Manayunk Poor House used to be,for that was long known-—-
even within the writer's memory as the "Plow Tavern,*

WVhat became of Oliver Shortaile and Jacob Pancake,even tradition
to tell, These distinguished surnames have long sinée been extinet in our
township,

It is & somewhat singular faet that of all the fresholders named in
this liat of taxables,only four of the famnily names are yet to be found,
and they are Levering,Mover,Righter and Rittenhouse,

It
the entire population have been changed,and but for the accidental discov-
ery of the foregoing tax list ,we of *hﬂw reneration would never have

known who resided here a hundred years ago,

seems , therefore, that within the last century,the names of nearly

The cccupations of these citizens wasevarious. They were

erg,millers,papsr-makers,carpenters or hW-ﬂ?q.1thn,wnﬁ in s
nan carried on several t?aies. They wers,for the most parti,
fortable circumstances, Ryery one,at that 4ime had scmethin

ed of his oecupation, All were industrious

rlows,the forests soon disappeared, Thelr farms yvielded
the supply ,and as the clothing of our ancestors was homespun,ihey
felt,perhans, far more than we 4o now,quite independent of the world around

CHAPTER ELEVEN,

In a former paper I have stated that at a very early period after the
sattlement of Roxhorough,the W***ﬂvho"qﬂw erscted a paper mill,and that

ag the first in British America, This statement has beeh ziven by
he writer %o the Anmerican publie through the pages of *"The Historieal
razine,"and no one has ever attempt ted 4o diaprove the assertion,

hen nr where the nexi mill in our township was built,cannot be ascer-
tained with certainty., I am ineclined to believe that it was the Grist Mil
near the mouth of the Wissahickon,and usually called Robeson's Mill, That

it was built at a very early date ia unquestionabhle, The Nuke de la Roche

,%

foucault ,when writing in 1785 of Peter Robesont's Mill, says, "it is gaid
to he the firat that was built in America.,” The Nuke no doubt heard the
sbatement from some one,and it is 4o be regretted that he did not give

- 'y 4 »
his authorit)

Grigt Hills had lon in existenoe in other parts of the country,
ani Mr,Watson asserts th he first grist mill in Philadelphia County was
134 7 ¢ 4 - & = 3 i F J— xr *+ ; P . A A,
built on the present Mill Street,formerly Church Lane,Germantown,&and com-
monly known as Rohertag! It was erected by a O ard
Townsend ,who came over filliam Penn in the good sh 1o 1682,

In & stat r—'-f"_cv‘nt which he made about the year 1727 . he savs that after

his arrival%he set up a on Chestsr Cresk," which he brought over read

framed from H“n‘ﬁh,ﬂwﬁ : | "served for grinding corn and sawing of boar
He then adds that “asz soon as CGermantown was laid out,l settled my tract

of land which was about one mile from CGermantown,where I set up a barn

aTj a corn mill which was very useful to the country round, But there

heing few horses,pecple generally brought their corn upon their backs L8Ny

miles, I remermbe? One man a bull so rentle that he used teo brins the
2al
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carning the looality of this grist mill but I have recently ascertained
that a certain Richardy Townsend,millwright,as early as 1686 bacame inter-
ested in a Yract of 50 acres of land in Roxborgugh,and,as I sghall show,he
no doubt erected a mill ¥MMMH in this place at -tha% date,and at a spod

"ahout a mile from Germantown," Fhether he was the same Townsend,I can-
not say,but the probability is that he was. There is no doubt but that
the fire water powesr of the Wigsahickon C¥eek was soon applied to the
practical purpcses of life, The-proximisty of the Wigsahickon Lo the eity,
and the water fall that eould be had &t the mouth,rendered 1% a desirable
mill seat,

As before stated,Sumac Fark,embracing 501 aores,was patented by William
Pann 40 Robert Murner,&n the 24%h of the 4th monsth( June)l684, On the 19%h
of June,l68€,Turner leased fifty and a half zeres of his large traoct to
Joshua Tittery,for 101 years,and he entered into parinership with Richard
Tovnsend ,millwright ,*for the said term upon sald fifiy and a halfl acres
of land,tc equally pay the reni,and equally to bear the charge of build-
inzg the mill or mills or other improvementis.,”

On the 1lth day of July,bl881,Turner conveyed the whole tract tc Andrew
Robegon--and in that deed there are numerous racitals by which it appears
that Titsery and Townsend had also taken into the concerh John Tysack of
London,and had conveyed %o him & third of the land,"Houses,saw and corn
mills,. " ™he date of that conveyvance was March 25,1689,

On the 8th of November,b1690,Andrew Roheson and Clarles Sanders bought
Tittery'n share, On the 5th of October,1708,farah Sanders,widow of Charl
and guardian of her son,conveyed all her late husband's interest in the
properiy Yo Andrew Robeson,whereby the sole ownership vested in him, In
this convevance mention is made of Yones water corn mill and mills(being
three grigt mills under one roof) commonly called or known by Lhe name of
¥issahiokon Millgs, "he Records of the Court of Quarier Sessions(See Road
Book,V0ol.1,p.51) speaks of a gurvey of "Ridge Road from Wiassahickon Mills
to Philadelphia, " as early as June 1706,

It i3 thues seen that Roxhorough Millo were established am early as 1688,
only three years afLar the supposed date of Roberis' ¥ill at Germantown,
Purther notice of this mill ruast be deferred until the next paper., The
other early mills on the Wissahie¥on may be named as follows,procesding
up %he strean.

A% an early date,ahout ‘the vear 1746,Nicholas Rittendouse and Matthias
Adam Hogermoed built a gript mill on the Wissahickon between the present
¥issahickon Hall and the Log Cabin,%he walls of which were standing within
the memory of gsome of our citigens,and the remains of a dam at that spot
¢ well as a couple of old mill-stones,ares still vigible, This mill was
subsequently owned and carried on by MHartin Ristenhouse and John Vandaren,
who at one time lived at Reobeson's Mill but when Robeson's upper dam was
egonstructed the other mill power was renderad useless,

T™he next mill was built about 1749 by one of ithe Rittenhouses,and was
a grigt mill, "The late Nicholas Rittenhouse used %o say that it was our-
rently reported that this mill was built without %the use of horsses and
carts,all the materials having besn carried %o the spot by manual labor.
Hr . ¥atoon saysthat even barrows were no% used bui that admits of some
doubt,

On Paper Mill Run there was always a mill of some kind,and when the
sscond paper mill was destroyed another was built a short distance halow
the ailte of the first one,and i4 was carried on for many years by Jacob
Rittenhouse,the first of that name in Roxborough,

Neqr» the Wigsahickon on the Run was William Rittenhouse's Paper MHill,
subsequently converted into a factory, A% one time,I believe, it was a
grigpt mill,

"he Red Bridge Mill was builli it is believed,by Henry Rittenhouse,and

14
was afierwards owned by Abraham Rittenhouse,then by Enoch,and now by NHMHE-
Nioholas Rittenhouse,Jr,
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Halfra mils up the stream we come to Holgate's Pulling Mill erected,as
stated before,at a very early day,probably several years prior toc 1720,
and subsequently owned by Matthew Holgate and Christian Snyder, It was
finally bought by Abraham Rittenhouse,the owner of the Red Bridge Milland
on account of raising his dam the fulling mill was rendered useless, Ao-
cess to this mill was had through and seross the hills of Wissahickon by
a road which,in some places,is yet visible,

"he Monastery Mill now ownsd by William Xitchen & fSon,was buillit shout
1747--8 by Jacob Simon,Michael Pelsner,and John Corgas,and was at first
a grist mill, The interesting events which have occurred in its viein-
ity entitle it to more extended notice,but the difficulty of procuring
the materials for full netices ig my apology for this list of references.

CEHAPTER TWELVE.

The next mill on the Wissshickon above the Monastery is that owned by
a Mr,Weighley,and is carried on as a cotton wadding factory,by Jacob D,
Heft, It was erected at an early date,perhaps about the middle of the
last century,by John Gorgas,of Germantown,who hough® on the 224 of August,
1746,two tracts of land from John Bald,one containing 43 acres,and the
other 43 acres, In the deed mention is made of a stone messuage on one
of the tracts,but there is no reference %o any mill, The land exftended
from tle Rddle Road to the Wisasahiekon,and weas bounded on the lewer aide
by Levering's land(now owned by Horatio Gates Jones), In 1773,John Gor-
gas,Senior,who is deseribed as "of Roxborouzh," conveyed to his son John
Gorgas,miller,a certain messuaze or tenement,and about 63 acres of land,
The house thus conveyed,it is most likely was that situated back some dis-
tance from the Ridges Road,and now occupied by Lewis Hinkle, When the mill
a8t the Wissahickon was built I eannot learn,but it must have been between
1746 and 1764,at which AHEMlatter date Gorgas Lane was laid out by order
of the Court, Prior to that times the road erossed the Wigsahickon over
the breast of the dam,and went up throush the narrow gorge itowards German-
town, In addition to a grist mill,I have heard that there was once a saw-
mill at the place, The mill was occuplied for many years by the Gorgas
farmlly, and at a later date Jacob Wise carried on an extensive flour bus-
inass there,and finally it was converted to its present use and greatly
enlarged,  Mr Hendricks subsequently carried on this Pactory,and it was
during ihis occupancy *that it was epmpletely deastroved by fire,

A short distance above the Faetory ,a small siream,which rises in a
valley beyond the chemical works of Charles J,Crease,smpties into the
Wissahickon, I% is known in early deeds as 0il Mill Run,and has been so
degignated on the Township Map, It takes its name from an 0il Mill whiech
formerly occupied the site of Matthias GCorgastcotton wadding factory., The
date of its erection is unknown,but it was subsequent to 1746,

John Bald was a cordwainer and only held his property on the north-
easterly side of Ridge Road from 1738 4o 1746, In the deed ito Corgas
mention is made of “an oak by a run," but in May,1777,John Gorgas bought
about an acre of land from Michael Bargendollar (now spelled Barndollar)
and this deed speaks of one of the lines of the land as extending along
the courses of"0il ¥ill Run," so that hetween those two dates it is very
likxely the o0il mill was built, It appears to have been carrisd on by
Benjamin Gorgas, Subsequently it was turned into a grist mill ,and was
carried on as such by John Corgas,Jr,,father of the late Samuel Gorgas,
Then it was converted in%to a Cotton Lap FMactory, and for many years,Joseph
Carr, ,now of Cresheim,carried" it on,and more recently it wam changed into
a cotton wadding factory by the present ocoupant, Matthias Gorgas. The
property,it will thus be seen, has been in the same family for the period
of 113 years, The old mill,w{th the ancient mansion,situated at the base
of a hill covered with laurel--with the small stream running in front of
it~-was quite picturesque,and I am glad to know that Mr,John Gorgas,of
Wilmington,Delaware,has a fine oil painting of the old mill as it stood
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bafora the hand of modsrn improvement denréived it of its ancient heapiy. g
There is also,at Bordentown,New Jarsey,another view of the nill, from whiolRrEm
Mr,Gorzas had his copied, This BRordentown picture is also an original,

It oneas helonged to Nr Pahnestock,to whose nrolMfiec pen we are also in-

dehted for a tale sntitled "The Haunted MIill,.¥® The local intersat in the
story ias such that the re-rubliegation of it would no dAouht ha acesptable
Lo many of yvour readers. Thoge who ¥now thenlocality of the mill and

HHA itgs history ,and who are not at all credulous,might well believe that
there is some of the ancient witcheraft about the spot,for,during the
nineteesn yvears that the present ocoupant has carried on business there,the
mill and dry-house have besn on fire thirty-two times;and T bhelieve that
the factory itself has been wholly or pariially burned eight times,

Nearly opposite,on Livezey's lot,is %o he sesn "Mine Rock," which 1s
plainly gwisibhls from the road;and a short distance helow on the northern
side of 0il Mill Run,is a cavernwhich sxiends into the hill-sgide a consid-
erable distance, Cconcerning hoth of these I shall have rmueh to say at
a future tinme,

™he only other mill on the Wigsahiokon within the bounds of Roxberoush
is Livezey'!s, It was formerly a grist mill,and was buillt about the year
1745-6,by a certain Thomas Shoemaker,who conveyed it and about 23 acres
of land %o Thomas Livezey,on the 10%h of Octoher,1747, e ,.Shoemaker had
bought the propertiy from John HammerFebruary B4th,1745-6,and the deed to
r Livezey reads as follows: "And the said Thomas Shoemaker hath eracted
a certain water grist mill with two paims of stones,under one roof," Thomas
Livezey was a member of the Sceiety of Priends,and at one time resided in
gheltenham Lownship(now in Montgomery founty)then in Philadelphia County,
The family had been settled for gome vears in Lower Nubhlin, Mr hexsxring
game %o Roxhorough prior to 1752.,and after 1747, No man,perhaps,has had
his name so differently spellied and pronounced, Commonly it is pronounced
as if written "Lewsley,"and I find in a de=sd of 1710 that it was esven then
gn pronounced,as it speaks of *Themas Livezey,alias Lewsley;" and another
dsad speake of Thomas LenglodMiw Lewisley,

The family . originated in Morton,in the County Palatins of Ches
apmigrated Lo America at an early day, The position whieh Mr, Livezey
cupied in Roxborough,and his influence at larpge,ehtitle hinm to a separate
notice,vhich will he given when I come to give bilographical sketchss of
the earlv prominent settlers, All that is necessary Lo say hereis that
he ecarried on the mill for many years ,and died in the year 1780,

The mill and adjoiningz properiy are now owned by his grandson,Thomas
Livezey,who resides on Allen's Lane, Jermantown,near Township Line, Anoth
er grandson Mr,John Livezey, residses in Philadelphia,and for many years,

ter,and
Z oV og~ -

ocoupied a prominent positior. as a merchant ,hut retired many years since
on an ample fortune, He still feels an interest in Roxberocugh,his natale |
golun

CHAPTER THIRTEEN,

Thess brief sketches of the various mills along the Wissahickon would
ba incomplete without a more special reference 4o the later history of
Rohegon's Mills, Sinee Chapter Eleven was written,other facis have come
to light,and pefhaps their detail may lead %o further research, Robeson! |
Mills were at one time owned by John Vandaren, In 1760 he bought &3 acres
of 1and ,which is described as being near to other land"belonging %o the
ggiq‘qoqg gagﬁaran's (1ate Andrew Robeson's) MMMH Wills,and on the 18%h

r Hay,il760 fudn8ll pohegon of Roxborough,gentleman,*sold Vandaren three
tracts of land,and in 1783,he bought more from one of the Riitsnhouses,so
that he finally owned about 250 acres in Hoxhorough, During the Revolu-
tion Mr,Vandaren lived in the Robeson mansion and carried on the mills,
He died in 1788, Judge Thomas Smith of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvenia, J
who lived on fchool Lane was his son-in-law, In 1786 his estate and milln
weare sold,and Peter Rchescn and his brother Jonathan Robeson, who are des-
grihed as of Paxhorourh, "millevarhacsme the mirchagera and tha property
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butter or cheese,though,were he to try the esxperin N2 would soon ex-
rearianee its advantages.

"He appears to bhe more skillful as a miller.
te he the First built in America is worked by a rivule
on, which turns twenty fivs other mills hefore it 1 188 _
has three s=parate water courses,and thres separate mi > of which are
for the manufactory,as they it,and one for the 3 ie
grinds all the corn uﬁinh is brought hither,without the le: alteration
of the 1 ~-stones in its pasaing from the grqin to the flour,which nat-
urally renders the mesl very indifferent, T™e miller's due is one tenth,
according to the law of the

and Roheson does not grind CJ; Indian Corn

.

B
on hig own account,no» has he

n a
4

ny kiln to dry it%, ieal from this cornis
not bad if speedily used; but it iz net for haing long kept,and yhelds but
little, The corn is hrou;?* “‘Eur in wagons,and the cranes,instead of

da'd Lade

turning it out of ihe vessel,lift it up from the wagons into the pra ENary ,w

which isvery asmall,and the ﬁéﬂw lieg in heaps,the PEeral being
low,dark ,and dirty, Robinson grinds yearly from 45,000 4o about 50,000
bushels of ecorn which ﬂ%; proeures from Virginia and New York,and some is
aven brought from the uppsr narts of Pennpylvania, There agre however,so

i - &
many mills along the Sehuylkill that he receives but little from that part
of the country, The grain procured from the other side of the bay comes

PR e LA 5.2

by Philadelphia,from :“ﬁch it i3 brought %o the mill,which is larre enough

to contain d\o:ﬁ 10,000 bushels, Six horses ares constantly employed in
carrying the meal to Philadelphia and bringing back cor n return This

e
Journey 1 fven performed twice a day, The water of the Wissahiekon is
naver frozen.nor ad 3 the mill c=ase workin .-_-xn_-ar_‘J in cases of the utmost

&
necesaoity » Robinson explovs ahout his *-J_ five men,th whom he
pays, He gives $12C to the first, and ﬁaﬂ to each of 4he her tw The
rest are apprenitices vho receive nntrﬂ but vistuals ,el nes A
— T 5 1 - >y . L ) 7~ v
barrel of flour at this tims( April 20 ) is worth $10, Pobinson con-
I-_\ a—i ns C'p ‘,1'--"‘ '}'1'-‘-“ 1+v n

in general ‘hollow, I havs,howsver,,s3en some very good
year, I heard him qu that  the grain attacked by the

& Le " g wiis 4 + - : . s ar 3
he grain last year,which,he says, ic heavy,b

withastanding it hecomes bad and hollow,vields Plﬁnr,which
indigestible is not 1;ﬁte unwholesone, The banks of
were visited lasi year by great numbers of these flies, *

Such is the interesting account of the Nuke's wisit to Peter Roheson,
whieh I conaider worthy of being vead by the citizens of Roxborough and
Manayunk, My atiention was first dirseted to it by my worthy friend Mr.
Bdnjamin P,.Hun% of Kensington, The recolleetion of the visit of this dis
tinguished foreigner had been sntirely forgotien, T™he late Jonathan Robe
son,who was a lad at that time knew nothing of it, When I stated the oir-
cumastances Lo the late Mrg, Mary Bensell,a sister of Peter Robeson,who,
when I saw her, was in her 934 year,she at once said that she remembered
beingy at her brother's when a “"Pnchqan stopped and dined, and that his vis
it was impressed on her mind from the fact that he had a dog with him,and
while at the table he threw neat to i4

L 4 e
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How long they carried it on I cannot learn,but in 1833 1t wWas Houvh+
William Peterson,who,on Ostober 1 of that yesar sold it to John
othears, Mr ¥Wood was a very intelligen$ man and is well rcmembered hr tha
citizens of Roxborough and Manayunk, Mr.Wood,on the 28th of April 1840,
sold the factory &nd land to Rebert Haley,the preasni owner,who carries
on the bhusiness of blue dyeing,
A former resident of Roxborough,his native place,whose memor
back to childhood,in a recent letter to the qd*hor,ﬁivw:
reminiscences of the Tilt Mill and Factory;——
*Of the Crease Powder Mill I know literally nothing;
onmly that ,as a child,of about four yaa”s,l.passed it on
and saw mill wheels.,one or more,whose shaft or shafis scted through
the building.and I was teld,I think,that 1t was,or L 1 a powder mill
"I have almo 8 reacollection that an enormous oast iron vessel was
placed in the bank below the mill(near where the Run now crosses the road)
sald to have been used in the powder operations, IV remained there oul
of use for many years,when it was sold to an iron founder in the eity,who
gent a man with ani 1ron battering ram to break 1t to pleces, Having
ereoted his ram he commenced operations,but the stubborn kettle,if it
was 8 kettle,refused to go to pleces,until he had rung it for many days,
makinr* nore r.oirm‘ 1an has,perhaps,been heard in Roxborough since,by ham-
mﬁriﬁf the sonorous -th_,

*John Thoburn,or Thaburn & Wood,(James Wood) I well remember them both

Ll il g

built the tall part nf ths mill, very @rly in

-

and oarried it on as a cotton factory for asome vears,

1812 or 1813, [ wall remenber the carding and spinnin

unknown in Roxboroughbefore,and the prin ‘* '-r&ti-“. :

whare cotiton 9“9'1* yallins at §4, and “a“'u;: worn he ladieg of RoOX

1‘]0'}_"0‘.“1'::‘_}'3‘:_-’@“\ atar D nr*‘-"" 2 considerable artent for the I“t_:‘-.".'. ™his mist have

3 ] 4 - - o Loa pa— & " .« & 4
besn immedistely 1w ately after the war,or perhaps during its contin-

uance,
T™he machinery for the facto was bulilt or
of the \ree bHarn e building whieh vou may
Tavern, his shop was,l think, carried on by an Eng
Lawgon,whe afterwards rented John Corgas's old milinear
in order to have his lathes propelled by water power,the
used in the other shop,
"All this was MMENMM nmany years before
:’_‘Irr.. ™Mmen o1 y ".}.‘_, + }' = -r-q.-n'j'r\1 & 0_" “O\Jr'i_)r):lo | ¢ -"-1 .
*There are,no doubt,othe in our town w
ab0u+ +'I-ﬂmn¢, + 0 m1 '1 'I |1____1r'- 4‘, 18V & C‘f _-_‘_1\ Lhe
MHM me great ;.Jaﬂhre to f=t any factn tr they
'Oﬂ“ of the neighhors v 18 very well ran:}?uetn 2h
to go down to the factory dam and get cat-fish, and
had been stocked ¥WEth them at first by Nathan Leveri:
wait for low water,y hey could wade into the ”&m
in great numbers uLuLL any +troubl: T™his must have
forty-five years ap The finny tribes have long
rom ihe spod.*
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN,

A greal diffisuliy with the early setilers of Pennsylvania was thal
there ha! been no general law passed establishing common schools in each
township. Hed our ancesiors followed the example afpried them by the
Pilgrim FPathers of New FEngland,in this particular,there iz no doubf that
the entire character of our Sommonwealth would have been cast in & differ-

an> mould--and we should not be,as we proverbially are the last to adept
~

and ecarry out any great imv“nvﬂ“ﬂ't. In other words,if our ancestors had
properly sducated--if theyv Had buils achool houses as soon astheir own

roof-trees had bean aracied and eovered we should now have a population

an *n+ﬁ1‘*rpnt as that of New Enzland;and our State the richest in miner-

Al wealth of any in the "TE.,,I". vould ha the Kewvatone State in every sreatl

‘ % ne State 1 rery e
nYorprise,and Ph*‘Q‘“1“213 ;once the foremont city of America would never
have lost that roqit*oﬂ-nwvn“ have sunk inte a thirdsrate cifty--never have
besn compelled ,in order to regain her pogition numerieally, %o absorb
the whole Count v,”pv”s and all for fifteen miles around,

When Roxboro was firsgt settled,there was no school nearser than (ernan-

{.-unonrl a..._r 4_"'.",.3 _.g‘r)u'l Hi'ir‘;,\ 'r);;\:in-._-._: f‘j*"f.:‘.r‘.“!“al"-" f!C&‘;tF}T‘B‘T ,"."-'ij;.{'. (‘-\'}“
01-1" 'Ir't'rtﬁp ..')1' i“.‘., .|01J ﬂf.\ 1 4 4 b e .:r:r\;}q'.ﬂv 4 2

2rativwlv fevw

. A D e ; house-—and there
fore ch*vf-~ depanded upon suct sasual Leashers as on aroa threw ir

way whom they were wont %o employ for a few uonihs in

ariginFy from such a systenm were so arparent that one of

izsans resolved Lo sorrest the migehiaf and accordingly

Lertarins (a #randson of ¥igard Levering ithe Ploneer se

wifs, oonveyed twenty perches of land,situated on the s

Ridge Road.,atjoining the Jeoreze Yood's la

This deed ig dated April it states ss foll

consideration of the love they have and bear for ihe public

gzood,in having a schoolkapd in %4he neighborhood, they grant the sald lot
of ?roun' to **"1AP' Righter BNHHMMNN] Petar Righter,Abraham Levering
Wiekard Levering,David ’Zc’-"“-‘*d‘!‘”.J‘m' '

These were all ﬁ:hdn:ntﬁal vaonan of 4l
e

= ™

‘:roh!: =.1:|'.‘_:|‘i+-‘3 AsS ‘;ms"oﬁ"-

1 __.-n,r_‘,-_n“-:(jr\;ﬁ_' and doubitless felt

the importance of havi aome .unvqniw;t rlﬁo& for 4ha educsbion of Lhelr

i L Lol o - . i ) 8

oehildran,

The lo4 of gzround Yhus f‘-?}‘;ﬂ'"f“-‘m'a“-"-' Aonated by William Levering andi Bis
wife for the “ﬁ‘hnl wousewas located as nearly as possible in the geograph
ioal centar of the Townshir ,F'.'..':'_'; 1s wall known to the eitizens of Hanayunk
and Roxhoroush . being in the Ridege Road hetween the sixth and seventh mile-

snhool-houns -was erected has not been ascertained with

shonen, 3
gtrong presumphtion is that 1% was in 1748 ,the sane year
1

goriain on ’
of %the 1ot ,for in NMHM 177] ,when the same generous donor gave
an additional piece of ground,? ﬁtﬂ*ﬁ* on many vears experience ihe
f'ormaer 1ot found 4o be %60 T™his nv;rn*s*ﬂn would gearcely Do
allowable he house had not sracted at the first named iﬁtﬂ,tr@ntr
thrae vears hefore, The house was & small one-shiory shone puilding,anddN¥
14 formed,I believe, pary of the siructure vhioch edntinued on tiw spot
until ¢he vear 1857, Refore the gecond building was r’ao‘e“wﬂ,zﬂd out—-
1ine of the first could be seen in Lthe gable end, edifige
w* plain forefathers ware accuatomed to learn Lhe Yney
e‘ salled, and 1t long continued %o be Lhe only 40 g in the
Townsghip of PRoxborough,

"he inarease of population was fellowed by a large number of puplls
a% the sohool,and the lo4 of ground was a0 armall that 1% was desmed requl-
gite Lo have “ enl Acoordinsly on the 30th of March,l?771.Anars
Wood and Elizabeth ;conveyad ten perches of land on the south side
o tﬁm firgt 1ot ,%0 *ﬂuﬂ‘e,:, and on the same day William Levering and
Hannah hia wife anted ten verehes on the north gide of the first 104,

1 .
that Mﬁ*inw LA 5! i0la school lot %o contailn forty perches of land, This
last dead of tha Leverings ,after reciting the firal conveyrance in 1748,
to ersct and builld a school-house tkﬂrﬂnh,ahd

L“"-'

atated that 14 was "in Ltrus

Fh?suant to said trust, the **an*~ﬂﬂ and other inhabitantis of said Township

- - i
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CHAPTRER SEVENTEEN,

Af4er the resignation of Mr ,Murphy the 4Yruste=s convened and chose a
jsorge in Mr,Murphy's places-but ha declined the po-
gition;therefors a young gentleman from New FEngland,Benjamin P, Hunt,who
had recenily come Lo Roxborough was chosen teacher,and continued %o act
as such until April 1,183%, Mr ,Hunt is a native of Chelmsford , Massachu-
setis.and is now a resident of Kenaington, Being a gentleman of literary
tastes,hia soclety was highly appreciated in Roxborough.. He also taught
a clasasical school in Roxborough,and when he lef4 the Publie School he
removed 4o Manavunk., I think Mr, Hunt taught a school in Ripka's School
iilouse, VWhile there he %cok an Hinterest in the Manayunk Library.and I
have understood that the Catalopus 4o Lthe Library and the preface 4o it
are the productionpg of his pen. He %00k charge of the Library,which then
mumbered about 250 volumes,covered most of the books himself . and when he
left the Library had inereased 4o about 200 volumes,
Mr,Hun'% was succeeded by James Thomas,who was eleacted Febr
but he 4did not commence 1o teach until the followinz April
¥

ime,

native of Ireland and had taught for some years in Lower Merion Township.
He continued at Roxborough until January 1837,when he resigned,and hav-
ing removed 4o Manayunk,tcok charge of a public schocl there, He taught
a%"%he Blocks," and also.a%"%he Robeson School," on Main Sireet, Having
enjoyaed the privilege of his instruetion for several vears at the school
in Roxborough ,I am glad,after this lapse of time-a period of nearly twenty
four years--to offer 4o my respected friend and teacher,many thanks for
his many instances of kindness %0 me when a lad, T shall net tender %o
him the Pergian complinment of wishing him %0 live a thousand years but I

"]

regided in ‘he upper part of *‘he school house for some

ginecerely hope that his last days may be happy and serene, On the 9th
of January,l837,Joseph H,Hoffman of Roxborough was chosen %o succesed Mr,
Thomas,and he continued a teacher of the school until 1842,

Prior» %o 1840,the teacher was paid by the parenis or guardians of the
children,and his salary,therefore, depended upon the number of his schol-
ars, Besides this,*he children of poor persons were allowed to atitend

the school.and the chares of their tuition was borne by the County;but
L] -

heaf hi11d e ¢ viPioat i '
Racassary bo ho nad. Cwhts T Retatous IR R TTON BoTRhlnt v BT 5 ERE 1 5RE
and "poor scholars," wams ithe source of many a quarrel between the chil-
dren,although ithere were many parents,who,for thes sake of saving the ex-
penge of tuition ,were not unwilling to be regarded as "poor,* Happily
that grand barrier betwesn the rich and the poor has been broken down,and
the son of the millionaire and the son of the humbhlest artisan,stand upon
an aqual foofinx in our publiec schools, Merit is the only ground of dis-
tinction,

Of Mr. Hoffman,wvho is s4ill 1iving in Roxborough,it is soarcely necessary
to apeak. # ranelved part of his sduecsation at Mr.Pattersont's school at
Hount Airy,then taught school himself in the small house opposite Shoemak-
er's store,sinece enlarged and occupied b y Rev.Joseph Beggs, In 1845
he was chogen %o represent Philadelphia County in the Legislature of Penn-
srlvania-~and in 1857 he was elected an Alderman for the Second Ward of
Philadelphia, He was also one of the founders of the Roaborough Lyceusm,

Since the school has been under the charge of the Direectors,the teachers
have been chogen by them at a fixed salary, Among those who have taught
here are Calvin ¥Wewhton,¥_,P,Cushman,@dward Poole,Henry Tahudy,John Omenset-
ter and John C.Huckins,and the following females:--Miss Conrad,Misas Kitoh-
enand Miagn RFunkle,

I have stated that the school was incorporatedin 1821, The certificate
of the Attorney General is dated April 30,1821, A brief abstiract of the
Charisr may not be uninteresting to my fellow citizens,many of whom receiy
thelr education at the school,




ARTICLE 1

doratio ¢,Jones,George W, Rliter,Jaceb Rittenhoune William Alexander,
John Sinket Matithew Levering and Thomas LP“P”*WV are made a body oor-
porate by the name of the Tsustess of the Poxb orough School
ARTIOLE 2,
The Cornnration smpowared %o hold Real Estate,&c., and to alisne %he
SAMe.
ARTICLE Z,

T™he Corporation has the glorious privilege of puinzy and being sued
anywhars and everyvwher
ARTICLE 4.
Power granied 4o make and use a cormon seal,
ARTICLEY 5,

,Thﬂ "rustess are Lo elect a President,Secretary and Treasurer by bal-
4,and shall make laws and regulations for ihe good of the school,
Provided,that the Regulations of %the said school shall rnio% extend %0 a
dissoluticn of sald corporation,or a divigion or dist ribution of the

property thereto belonging,
ARTICLE &,
"he Treasurer shall not be a Trustes for the Yime belng.
se who have sent,or hereafier shall send,their scholar or sohol
hig Institution, 1*a11 be AMHENHMERY deemed subseribers and nen-
the 3 hall h e a1l rid 4 1ar th »iehia A rivi-
Lhe sane,and st n"_ have all and singular the righis and privi
the incorporation, Provided always that the said right shall
Paited by any member who shall send all or any of his scholars
v other institution,to acquire any branch or branchas of sducation
shall be taught in said Roxhorough school, Provided further thai
parseon hecoming a member of Lhes Institution must be a subseriber
achool at least ihree months previous 4o the Annmual Meeting for
if thev ghall have bheen so0 long in the yieinity

“te nembﬂrq of the eornoration %0 meet annually.on the firat Monday
et

of January.and the subscribers Lo the school ghall also meet at that HX
MMM and between the hours of 2 and 6 o'clock P, M,elech
by hallo% seven trustees,who shall held their offices ons year, &o,
ARTICLE 9,
™ha trustees no elected %o
ARTICLE 10,
The present trustees to hold office uniil January 14

Tn the original sharisr there are eleven articlesg,but ons a stricken -

- is

out by the Atitorney General and ithe copviast made a mistake in numbering

rmunhe’ ! 1 give some further extracts from the minute
ersonal reacolleations of the school

21T

in t*s pdlny days.
CHAPTER RIQGHTYEN,

Af*ﬂv the *nefr«nraﬁion of tha Roxborough achocl,a sef of Rulecs
¢ was drawn up,and [ shall now proceesd %0 give a
of tha naqa,_cv the information of the present generation,
1. T™is Tnstitution shall he open to scholars of avery deserintion,merit
only to make distinetion,
2e acholars must b2 &t sohool a% t\a an“rin+~ﬂ hour,decent and clean,,
frae from avery infectious disease,the la n peril of digmigsion,
5. Prom Octoberl 10 Apmil 1, 4he schﬁﬁl 3'»11 ) n a4t 9 A.M, and
let out 4 12 M, and from 1 1/2 P.M.%0 4 1/2 P.M, From April 1 4o
Ootober 1,the hours shall be from 8 A,M, L0 12 M, and from 2 P.M., 10
5 P.NM,

No conversation hetwesan the scholars during ¢ ol hours
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5. Alllscholars shall enter the spelling class as soon as cogpetent and
spell whensaver ths class does,

6. The writing scholars who are not eiphering must show their
at least every fourth line or half copy,and when done wriiing sh
bring them to the itesacher,

Te T™e arithmeticiansshall bring up their slates at least twice a day,
v iz .;-morning and aftsrnoon,whether their questiond are solved or not.

8. The scholars must noi{ go abou! ths house,but keep their seats and
attend to their raspective studies,

. The large scholars must not impose upon the smallerrones;but on all
occaslions must behave with kindness and respect tLowards one another,
10, Trafficking,gaming ,swearing,lying,gambling,fighting,vrestling,box-
ing,and every kind of athletic practice must he carefully guarded a-

gaingt .

1. At noon,and in coming %o and going from school,schelars muat not
ramble ahout,and must aveild all impertinent and indecent bshaviour Lo
paracns of every deserintion that thev may pass or repass hy the way.

12.4¥ In coming %o say their lessons,in spelling or reading,or at clos-
ing of pchool,there mist be no hurry or any unavoidable noise,nor shall
there he noige or prlay in the school house,
13, No scholar shall leave the school during school hours,without per-
mission from the teacher,
The foregoing ruleg %o bw binding on al the - 0, arn £ any think
thay are ahova correction,and disregard sak +l '

admonitionthey shall be expelled from the ins Any

may appeal to the Board of Truste=sg,who,after hearing hoth

an impartial verdict,and if the partiss are disse
the liherty to appeal %0 the civil authorities,

guch ,in brief were the laws by which our first school was govarned;but
how often they were obeysd or how fraquently they were iransgressed,i

doms not becoms me here 4¢ state--~that fact is best ¥nown to the

of Roxborough who were scholars at %this period, My own recollection ex
tends from 1830 to 1835,when I know the usual school traffie prevailed and
various goris of embryo rambling abounded, As to fighting and wrestling,
there was enough of boih,especially during winter,when the Manajunkers

and the Roxborough Boys,or the "up road" and "down road" boys used %o put
thamselves in battle array HMHE snow fortas were ersacted and fighting went
on in esarnest. Occasionally a black eye,or bruiged face,or broken arm,
was %o he seen,but the hoys were honorable snough not 40 "peach" on the
aggressor, In faet,this sort of rough and tumble nxarciﬂaé,ﬁhﬁﬁ hoys
dreased in plain,strong eclothes,did meh to bring out the muscles,and en-
ured them Lo the hard knoecks they had to anticipate &n the battle of the
field of life, y ‘

Thers are veryv pleasant memories connected with my 1 school hoy days,
and I often look back with fond regret Lo Lthose days o . I remenm-
ber the smile-provoking jovialiiy of 'Squire Murphy,who had a notable way
of rabhbing his hands,whenever & good thing was ahout 410 be uttersd--and
I have a strong reason for remembering atill betier a small round mahogany
riler ,which,besides being used for copy-hooks and deseds, was HMMionly too
often applied %o the bare hand or harder head of some unruly urchin;:;if
the %erm unruly can he properly applied to an urchin who felt that same
ruler at least once a day., I ecan also recall the I news came 1o
school that the "Squire®* was sick,and in his place appeared a very quiet
gentle voung Irishman,upon whom it was resolved %o play some Lricks:but
it would not do, He had a nerve about him. and a venturegome lad
dared Lo ask the teacher to "play tag," there was a chase around a faw
benches,a hasty jump inte the seat--and then eane the hlows from & rattan
thick and fast upon that urchint's back, His name was---but we shall not
exnpoage him, No doubt he has repented long aro. Y 0, that
that we boys thought rattans grew just on purpose for
Very glad were we when when the rattans were used up,h

+




we were sen! ouf to out a switeh for the nagter to use upon our backs,
I Shinkl generally g0% one from a poplar itrees that still atands in the
baok wvard,

Onee there was a regsulsr raballion, headed by a *Hbiz boy" who did not
atiend school, He firsigecured the door by a rope,and then piled up a
number of logs of wood(for it happened before the era of coal sioves JHNNER
against the door, The rope was then eut yand when the door was cpenead
the log fell into the TOOR,mAking a tramendous noise and frishtening the
children very :mmich., The perpairators of the joke were net discovered for
a long time afterwards,

As scholars of every grade were in the same room,and the teach
no assistant, it was not to he suppcsed that the course of instm
vary thorough, ™he atiendance egpecially during vinter,when Lhe
apprentices &c. were accustomed to gt thﬁ*r"sc§0hliug"waz large, ane
rensuber very well that the room for threes or four months was crowded, ¥e
smaller chaps were klad when gpring time approached for then the big boys
1laft and 'we could do as we choogse and were not likely Yobe imposed HMen,
™e yard in the rear of the house used %0 he the play zround,hut the ad-
joining fields were also devoited Lo Lhat purpose in the fall and wintep
gsason, ™e games were ahout the same as Lhose now plaved, We had bhat
or Lown ball,shinney,rmimblev pag,marhlaﬁ,priaonera'hase,&e. Cricket, now
80 much in vogue,and such a manly game,was never plaved within my recol-
lsction. It 15 strangs how the same games are handed down Pfrom generation
te generation,

I have said that $h~ aschool pagsed out of the hands of the Triste=g,
Perhaps now is the ripght time 40 sive a8 brief hiastory of the present con-
dition of the school house.

in course of time it was found that the provigions of the charter of
the school relative tn the rights of "subserivers® who had the privilege
oFf woting for Trusiess eould not be complied with, fo nearly all the eiti-
zens had sent their children 40 other schools,and as the Trustess had no
real authority, exeent the contrel of thae properiy,it was deemed best to
have legislative mgtion to remedy the diffioulsy, Yhereupen by the Act
of Asgembly of April 17,1848,(P.L.p.%65,800.5%, Jthe Sehool Nirectors of
Roxborough Township wers authorized and empowered to perform all the du-
tieg heretofore performed by the Mrustess of Roxborough School, flone
1it%le exeitement was occasioned at the time but it now seems that no hat-
wer course could have heen adonted,

Meanwhile the Roxborough Lycews had used Lhe school »oom ones a week for
8 seaslons,and when the Lvoeum was ineorporated, May 8,1854,1% was deem-
advisable 40 invest the control of the school in the Trustees of the
Yeeun, Acecordingly by See.6,0f the Aot of May 8,1864,the 34 ssotion of
# Act of April 17,1846,was repealed,and by section 7 the Trustess ofthe
Roxborough Lyceum were authariszed +o act as Trustees of the sohool house.
The dilapidated ocondition of the house and the need of a new Hall hy the
Lyceun,led the Trugtees 4o propose the erection of a fine largs building,
for the double purpose of a school house aryl LyceumHell .but the projectors
were defeated in the usual Roxborough stiyle,
The elemenis,as 1if disgusied with 4he HMHMEwant of en‘erprise evinsed
By our worthy oitizens,took the matter in nand,and, on Saturday night,
April 12,1856,a furious tewnado passed through -Roxhoroush and wunroofed
the old school house and partially destroved the heautiful elm which stand
in front,, ™e axposed condition of the house induced the schonl dirsctors
to come Lo the rescue,and an Act of Assembly was obtained vesting the H
gehool house and properiy in the @ity of Philadelphia,to hold in trust
forevar for Lthe ganme purpoges on whieh 14 was originally held, This aot
was passed Fshruary 13,1857, An appropriation was obtained at onece and
the pregent large edifice was build in 1857 at a eost of $X500, The Aot
of Assembly above refarred to was drawm up by Alfred Orease of Rozberough,
and the Preamble ‘o it contains a hriaf history of the sechool.




The eoxireme length of this ele preveants the reprint of the Aet,but
those who wigh to examine it will find the whole in the pamphlet laws ef
i857,p.,30--22, A supplement to the Act was passed April 21,1857(P.L.D.
277) authorizing the Couneils of Philadelphia to make an appropriation to
eract a school houses on this properiy.

The old school house was formerly ths place where the electionsfor Man-
ayunk and Roxborough were Reld,and was for a long time the only publie
building in the place, g used also as a place for preaching before
the Roxborough Church was bui and when that house was burned down, It
was the secene of an interesting inecident during the Revolutionary war,
which will be related in detail when I come to deseribe thes events of
that war,so far as they relate to Roxhorough,

At one time the yard was plant=2d4 on three sides with Lombardy poplars,
and in addition,there was a cedar tepee on the southwest corner, There
are two elm trees in the rear of the new house,and a fine,noble elm infront
As far as I know it is ihe largest elm tree in anhnrough. I have tried
to aseerfain its ageand have met one person who gsays that when a lad he
went to schocl there,and he remembers that he used to c¢limb up the elm and
guwing %o the ground from its top. My informant was horn in 1781,and sup-
posing that he went to school at the age of twelve or fourteen,it would
make the tres not much over sixty years of age. It certainly must be old
er than that ,and my informant may have confounded +~n back t
large one in Tront,

In sonclusion I will add that according to the Minute Bock,the last
Trusteess were elacted in January 1839, The Trustees were Abraham Shal-
kep,Jacob Rittenhouse Daniel Rittenhouse,Horatio G,Jones,George Markle,

1
trees with the

Charles T.Jones and Henry Rod, Heratio G,Jones was elected President,and
Charlesg Thomson Jonss S=acratary, It may be proper here 10 say that the
Reaverend H,.G,Jones had served continuously as a Trustee from the ysar 1828

and had always baen chosen Presgident of the Reard, Mr.Shalkor officiagted

a3 Preasurer for many vears,

I now bid adieu to the old village school housearound which so many plsa
ant memories cluster,and whene I have paszed happy days——zone now forever,
Some portionesn of the house have bheen pressrved by Joseph Crout of Boxhor-
ough,who has them made up into eanes, A dapuerreotype view of the house
was taken for me in 1855,by Jacob Keasch,and I have had it lithographed,
gn that pogterity may be able Lo see where thelr forefathers used Lo wor-
ghip God,and where,too,they were sducated, This view gilves a zood idea
of the elm trea before its beauty was marred by the iLornade.

CHAPTER MINETEEN,

he Foxborough School contimied o bhe the only one in the Township until
year 1811 ,and it always retained that name as a distinetive one -—-un-
the claspificavion of schools was made b v the Contrellers, In 1846
waq termed the Roxborough Primary--a name by which it is now known in
racords of the Controllers, The date stone in the new house bears
following inseription--*Rexborough “otnol 1857--8ixth Section," It
been a matter of surprise %o more than Qnm parson that those who had
oversight of this matter did not preserve the namss of the founders
“the Schoel ,and the y=2ar whean the first house was srected,

In 1811 the :eaidﬂr* in the upper end of Roxberough felt that the in-
ereasing number of children,and thes distanee of the Roxbeorough School Hous
called for a school in th91? vieinity, Accordingly subseriptions were
obtained,and when sufficient money was coellected,a public spirited citi-
zen named Prederick MEMN Helss,a farmer ,gave a lot of ground a'% the corner
of Wige's ( formerly Joseph Paul's) and Livezey's Mill Lane,containing 30
perches of land, The de=d is dated Decembor 12,1811 ,and the conveyance
is made to George Hariin,David Davis,Henry Keely,John Wige,K Jacob EKolp,and
GHHYMEVIHUAEYMM Garret Snpder, YIn tm™ust nevertheless,for the use of &
gochool,toc erect and hold a school houss thereupon." The deed M
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3.
_that pursuant %o said trust the said Grantess and other inhabitants of the
Township of Roxbhorough had contributed %o and built a school house thereon,
"which ,with the consent of the Trustees for the 4ime being,may occasionally
be made use of for and as a place of worship,"

The house thus erectied 1s situated a short distance irom the railread,
between the eighth and ninth milestones,and iz a small one story adifice
fronting on Wise's Mill Lane—and from the color of the plasier in the
walls is familiarly known as the"Yellow School House,"

The first teacher according Lo the racollsction of soms of Lthe older
eitizens,was a parson named MNaloney,and I have asocertained that the fol-
lowing persons have also taught the school,vizi--Jossph Keasy, Mr Keisel,
Henry Kerper,Ephraim Fenton,William Rex Mr.Pudd,and Wdlliam Carey Winteri.
M».Finter was a voung man of fine abilities and gave promise of a brilliant
future, He was the oldest son of Fev,Thomas ¥inter of Roxhorough, He
subsemuantily wen! %o Poughkespsie New York and taught in the Nuchess Coun-
Ly Acadenmy, H= died February 22,1845,a% the age of 22 years, Mr ,Fenien
subgaquentily removed to Monigomer v County and became an Assoglate Judgze
of Common Pleas,

The School,in course of itime,passed inte the hands of the Directors
of Publis Schools,and was tau~ﬁ* in 184% by And*#n Lavering:;in 1844 by
J.Ronsy;in 1845-6 by William H, Hunier The house is now disused for schoo
pudposes.but public worship is kept Ap very regularly by thé Mathodists,
and 1% 13 ithus doing the ﬁoi.tn**v sone service,

The nex% school in Rexborough of any repute,was #stqblished about the
yaar 1815~16 ,by Jaceb B.8mith,.vho lived in the house now owned and cecupie’
by Joseph Gilkeson, Tha school was kept in Yhe aszall house bhelow Mr.G61l-
xegon'g,W¥hich had been a wheelwright shop, As a teacher he was very pop-
ular.and he had a large mumthar of scholars, Among them were Mr,John Gor-
gaa,formerly of ¥Wilmington,Delaware,but now of West Chesier, Mr.8mith
was a gelf mads2 man,and bacame quite an adept as a Lalin seholar, @ Hig
liserary tastes led hiw to sptabligh a eirculating library, This he did in
the old wheslwright shop;but I ghall reserve further notice of the Libra-
ry antll another tine,

Mr.Smith's health failed and he died in the spring of 1820, AY his
death the sehool was breken up. Thare was no other school in Roxborough
until that of Mr Hoffman, The school at Riisttsnhouse Town,now called Wis-
gahick on(unolasairiad)was established as early as 1843,end was then taught
by William T,Lewis,

The noxbovou;r Grammar ?Phoo1§,called also the Nickinson CGrammar School,
on Ridge Road between the seventh and eighth mileabonﬁn.ﬂas organized in

There was also a school
taught in *ha basamen* of Hagy's church,which waa called the "Hnion School
Henry K.Smith,onoes Superintandent of $he Philadelphia and Norristown Rail-
road,taught ‘here at least from 1847 %o 1847,when Richard Glassen succeeded
hinm and continmged until 1850, In 1851 he was succeeded by Ceorge W.Schook

The Manatawna schoocl house,nn the Ridge Road helow the toll gate,was
built in 1851-2 at a cost of about $2000, The first prineipal feacher
was Gsorge ¥ _Schoeck,who Laught in 1852-3, Jegse M, Willard taught in 1854
5--6 and was succeeded by 0,.K.Savbold,who came Lthere in 1857, T™here are
a® present four aschool houses(nxolusiwﬂ of the vellew school) in Roxhor-
ough,vig;~-the Wigsahickon,Lavering Primary, Roxborough Orammar,and Mamatawn
In connecsion wiith thoe Crammar School ‘xc“e i3 also a Primary 8chool,

T4 was ny intention Lo prepare a tabular stateasent showing the names
of the schools,and the names of the i{eachers at different t‘ines,as far
as asceriained,but the labor is mich tLoo great for one of my pursulis,
There is a gentleman in Roxborough who has been connected with the school
gvstemfor many years,andi who possssses peculiar‘ability for a work of thig
gnry,and I trust that these hastily written sketches of mine will ineite

im 40 the preparation of an glaborate paper on the schools of Roxberough
and danayunk, Ehpve is no subjeect in which the various mepmhers of the com-
minity are,or ought 4o be,s0 generally interested,as the education of
ohildran—-and p=2opls shoulﬂ be taught,if they do not know,what an exalted
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privilege they have in the publie schoolHMu¥ laws of Pennsylvania,

In my nexi paper I shall endsavor %o show the gradual increase KR in the
miwber of pupils at the Roxborough Schools, The oitigens of Manesyunk will
rspenber that I am daily gathering facts and statisties concerning their
history,and in due time they shall have ecular proof that "a chiel's amang
va,takin'notes, . "

CHAPTER TWENTY,

The Public School System as 1% now prevails in Philadelphia,is the growd
of years,and although it forms one of the crowning glories of Pennsylvania
vet ,when firasi established i4 had iis opronenis, Especially was this the
¢case when the gratuiious education of all childreh was ordained by law,

I% i53 a nmatier of regrat that in Roxborough Lthere were ne records kephof
the mumber of pupils who attended the schools,nor can I iind any mention
of the fact in the various reporis of the Beoard of Contrellsrs,until 1842-
and even then there is only an aggregate given, As Manayunk at that time
was not a separate school digiriot,there is not anything %e distinguish
batween the children there and these in Roxborough. But 2 early as 1843
thes namess of the various schools are given in the Reportis of the Control-
lers,and from that time the task of arranging the pupils,teachers and MNEME
schools is easy.

FPor the information of those who are not familisr with the school sys-
ten,I may here remark that a! first the BENMMEEMPHYMHAMIFHEEHM County of
Philadelphia formed,as does the 0ity now,the Firsi School District of Penn-
aylvania;yhich was then divided into "S8ectiong"--each Section being com-
prised of ‘one,or more than one,Ward or Township, Roxborough,Germantown,and
Brigtol,(and Manavunk after 414 became a horough) formed the 8ixth Section.
Bach township had iis own local Board of School Nirectorsi,and all the Di-
rectors of a Section formed a"Sectional Beard,"which generally met. .once
a4 monih Lo congider the wanis of the wvariocus schools and estimate the ex-
pense ithereof,

The several Sectional Doards choee a person denominated Yhe Controller,
and the variocus Contrellers formed "The Roard of Conirollers of the Pub-
lic Bcheools," who have the gensral, oversight of all the schools in the Nk
FPirat District and appropriated the monies derived from the State and the
goehool f$ax among the several Sections,

ALY firast the directors were aprnointed either by the Ciiy Couneils or
the Court of Quarter Sessions,and it 1s belisved 4hat as a general thing
the appointments were made from among those citigens who could read and
write,and wera able %o examine a %eacher as %o,his qualifications, In
1848 ,school dirscltors,under the progress of the "Young America" doctrines,
becane the subjects of popular favor,and were voted into office;so that
the question that decided the election of a citizen as a school director
was not—--"Can he read or write——c¢an he examine a teacher--does he know
anything about scheools?"bui "is he a Whig,or i3 he a Demoorai?® However,
I bow with much submission %o the VOX POPHLI,VOX DEI,doctrine,

Roxborough continued to form part of the fixth fSectivn until the vear
185%~4 ,wvhen the Townships and ¥Wards were consolidated into the City of
Philadelphis,and the Seciions were re-arranged and classified accosding
to the number of the Wards, On this acooun® Roxhorough,Manayunk,and Penn
Townshiy formed the Tweniy-firgt Section. According to,the Report of
the Controllers for 1819,tha Directors for Roxbhorough Sthat vear were Peier
Robeson and Rev, Horatiof Gates Jones--and the next mention of Roxborough
is in 1825,when the Directors were Rev Horatio Gaies Jones and John R, Puy,
No Coniroller from the fixth fection is named until 1838, when Charles V.
Hagner appesars as a Coniroller from the Sixth Section, He was also OControl
la» for the followlng vear.and in 1840 and 1841 he was succeeded by the
Rav_ Horatiof Gatea Jones.

In 1842 the mumber of children in the schools of Roxborough and Man-
avunk was returned as 425 bovs and 409 girls,making a total of 834,while
in Germantown ithere ware 341 hoys and 289 gArls,making a total of NNR 630
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showing a halance of 204 scholars in favor of ?ﬁ7hor0u¢h,%h~n ineiuding
Manayunk, I% appesars that the ratio of since that ﬂiﬂe has been
ahbout the same,for in 1858 we had 1678 GL_“d?ﬂn attending our schools,an
Germantown had 1423 ,showing a difference in our faver of 255 pupils, In
1843 thers ware in Roxbhorough 253 soholars and in Manayvunk 400,

It was ny intention to give the names of all the different schools,with
the teachers and other facts,but the length of this ariicle leads me to
gonfine myself m=arely %o those in Roxhorourh.

NAMES OF SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS IN ROXBOROWGH

with nuamber of pupils attonﬂing thA sanme,
ROXBOROUGH GRAMMAR SCHOOL,
JeM , Willard ,prinecipal; Margaret M, Morrigon,assistant; boys,64,gzirls 71;
total MEGY 135,
PRIMARY SCOHOOL,( same buillding)
tharine Worrsll ,principal ;Elizabeth E.Stott assistant
tal 140,

MANATAWNA~~Wnclassified School,
0.K.8aybold ,,principal;Selina Levering assistant, Bovs
140,

LEVERING Wnelasslifisd fchool,
J.q."uc}"!:rl: I".“i "".”"F H")] . £ 9‘2“1‘1 T. [ tf}n'h 2n MH‘H!H‘;H%‘! 'Pi )'!_'.‘““ I-,}Fﬂ-'ai_ .Tt 8.'_'.‘4 ;-?&thaﬂ"‘-r‘l

11l assiata n,. Boys 8l,girls 89, Total 170,
WISSAHICKON ,Unclassified School,
[.0olladay 4eache», Boys 108,pirls 55,Total 165,

In addition to the day schools several night schools have been taught
in Poxhornugh and Manayunk during the winter months,but there is no spe-
gial refarance to the number of pupils who atiended them, The sum of
$956,.26 wans appropriated for night schools in the mw»n*&—?**q* Section
during the vear 1858:but how much was appropriated %o Roxborough or Mana-
yunk I do ne% know,

OHAPTER TWENTY-ONE,

A3 the dasign of these notesg is o furnish ! ormation about the loecal

history of Roxborough and Manayunk,and %o give due eredit to those of our
citizens who havs occupied pnqltinnn of vvh’*ﬂ trust,I fesl that a Table
eontaining the namss of all who have besn connected with our public aschool:-
as contirollers and directora migt prove of interest necessarily, The *‘
izens who have been arpointed or elscted directors of ocur schools are n
known and it would ’3w superfluous Lo say that they have 0??%%rfnll;'f1ﬂvotad
their tive to the public good without anyv hope of reward, It affords me

o

mich pleasure to give an entire ligt of the 1i“nﬂ+ﬁ“1 anm the year 1838,

L

A feyw prelininary remarks w11’ : T1P1'L'ﬁmﬁ Manayunk was legally racog-

n-{ "‘,{ ag a ] I". :\’.)I-_vﬂl m('::ni 1»,!.r 1 . 1'-\‘ ﬁ*l"*ﬂ_i_ﬂ'i_ﬂ_-__!_ }“g.’a_:".?_“-"i' ‘__.

By Lhe 244ih Seciion of ithe aw* of ”a*eh u,lHIS t1n Court of Quarier Ses-
gions was dirmeted Lo avpmint *"two reapectable taxable inhabitants® as
school directiors for Roxborough,and this law continued in force until 1832
when by Section 3 of the Aot of May 3,%"one ocitigzen res 1d1nﬁ in t‘v village

of Manavunk was authorized to bhe appointed "a director of the juh‘*c achool

n addition to those appointed in the itownship of Poxborough,and by Seo-
tion 18 of the Act of April 16,1845,the alsctors of the Borough of Mana-
yunk were further guthorized :G "ft" for two schoocl dirsctoras,one of whom
ghall resgida within and the other without the limits of the “ﬁ“ru 51

In 1847 the number of diresctora for Manayvunk was inereased to Lthree-—-—
a5 may he sesan by ”m“AW“‘“g to Section 4 of ithe Act 1’ ”ﬁ?ch X,1847 ,and

LA

on the 7th of &r”*l 1848 ,the number was ineresased %o four in Manayunk,and
tha like mumber in “nxh#?ouvh_ It will bs seen ﬂ&&‘ ‘?ﬂ diractors ?or
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CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO,

There was & time when Poor Laws did not exist in civilized commnities-
when men were not compellsd to be gensrous and charitable,although there
were miltitudes,who throuzh miafortune,or in some other way,had beconme
ienendent on their fellows, But that period has long since passed and now
what was onee regarded as a virtuse—-the support of the poor and destitute,l
is looked upon as a heavy tax,and is so named in our laws, This is not
-the time or place to give a history of thes poor laws of England,from wheno
our own are derived;suffies it to say that William Penn msde early provis-
ion for the support of those who weres unfortunate and needy--~and as the
population of Pennsylvania increased ,and numbers of poor adventurers came
across the water 10 seek a shelter urﬁnv the mild laws of FHHMMYYEWHENYH his
Province,the Assembly made new laws to meet the needs of the poor emigrants

At first thome who required relief were elther boarded out among the
neishbors,or an allowance was made for them, In fact there were few per—
sons in the township who needed support,as we infer from the small tax that
was assessed,

In 1757 the whole amount of tax raised was only 1l7L €64, or about foriy
dollars,and the next vear it was ahout 28 dollars, Even in 1800 the tax
did not exceed $34( “Paqﬂ facts show that there must have been but really
ponr people | :

¥hen Roch 1081 uiancnurt visited Roxborough in 17985,he was struck
with the fau, at there were so few poor persons %o he found here, He
remarks as follows:--"Poor rates are quite unknown,as there are geldon
any poor people in the country,and a small sum has been laid up in the
bank for the support of the pogr ,1‘ +h9ra qTozT" be any,which stock yield
annually abocut 40 or 42 ionlarr,<.\ hese are added to thm capital, !S“rely
"this must be a happy country.* o“a mutantur,

The duty of taking charge of poor develved by law upon the persons
called "Oversssrs of the Poor," : o ware appointed hy the Court of Quarter
Sagsiong--until thev were made elective--but in 18323 the Overseers of Rox-
borough were made a corrorate body by an Aot of Assembly,passed April 8,
1833 ,under the title of "The Manazers for the relief and employment of
the Poor of the Township of Roxborough,in the County of Philadelphia--a
name which they atill retain, This act was passed L0 enable them to buy
a poor-house,and Amos A.,Jones,Joseph Gilkeson,Samuel H,Slingluff,Alexander
Quinton,ﬂionaaL Levering and Charlies Righter were appoanted Managers to
carry the act into effect, Every vear the Manazers went out of office and
two new ones were elected, This act continued in force until 1847 ,when
th= number of managers was reduced t® th¥ee for Roxborough,that being the
year when Manayunk teook charge of its own poor and slected three managers
for that purrose,

In early times the Court appointsd the most respectable eitizens as Man-
azers of the Poor,men of intelligence.and property,anﬂ the records cledar-
ly show,and it i1s this eircumstance which has caused the preservation of
many intersasting facts concerning the Poor of Roxborough, The oldest
and most reliagbhle record in Roxborough Township cnn819+s of the Minute
Book of the Overseers, This volume= 1s a folio,and has been neatly bound,
It is entitled on the outside, *The Records of the Poor of Roxbhorough from
1752," and on the fly leaf I find the following:-—-*For Roxborough Township
Overgeers of the Poor,bought by Henry Shellenberg and Thomas Livezey in
the year 1752,then Dverseers of the Poor,and cost nine shillings, Abraham
Livezey 1756,then being Oversesr of the Poor.,"

The aCﬂounfs for 1757 1s brief,and I shall insert 1t entire, IV is
as follows.——-

Mareh 25,1757,Jacob Cook
and John Righter, Overseer L17 €& O
Contra,Cr,
By cash paid a dootor in Philadelphia for curing
of Lameness in his Leg and &leting him,
and some cloaths,as per Doctor's Receit Ll14 O
By Pash paiﬂ an n torney for his Advise

., 0% TN e . By e




econcerning Andrew Cook's Residence in
Roxborough L1 O
By eash pald for Searching the Records

o

of sald Cook's Indent'r L G
By a pair of Shoes for John Smith,a
Poor Man 7 6
N L 158 6
1758, March 25,Ballance in the hands
of Jacob Cook and John Righter,to
be paid to the new Overseers, i 17 ©
L 17 &

March 21,1768, By cash paid

Two Attorneys for their advice

Respecting Timothy Cough's

Regidence, ) 7 2 6
1768. The sald Overseers make

thengelves Dr.to Cash Rec'd

of JohnPotts,Baq, for Fines

paid for Fishing in unlawful

Hours,"

Muring the Rsvolution,the sentinental eurrency depreciated to an alarm-
ing extent,and under date of 1781 I find the following entryi--

*The said Overssers Dr,themselves to
cash raised by Duplicate L.23 14 6. They
further Pr.themselves to L.319 6 11, sontinental money received from
the former Overseers,vhich being reduced into hard,proves to be but
L,1 0 4, making in all L.24 14 10,
Tn 1803 tha decimal mode of keeping accounts was first introduced,and
the amount of duplicate for that year was $287.,
After 1803 the tax went on increasing unt111829, The amount of the du-
plicate,or of cash received in farious years is as follows: -—-

1804,.....5399,80 ] 1819......5875,61
181%8......,5405,29 1880, 44...5706,47
1814-15,,.%242,156 \ 1821,.....5728,52
1816......5584,95 \ 1822, ..4+03728,52
1817 388,29 1825, ...408798,

1818,.,,.,.716,83 i 1833,.....32594,16
Bills weres paid by the Treasurer,amounting io two-thousand two hundred
and forty-thres dollars and sixity cents,
1834, ...,.55192.08 1 1839,.....51652,57
I+t might be well Lo say here,that in eighteen hundred and fifty-eight
no tax was assessed,owing io the recsipt of a legacy of one thousand dol-
lars from the late Jacob Rittenhouse,which was appropriaited to the ligui-
dation of the floating debis, A few years before,a similar legacy of one
~thousand dollars had been bequeathed %o the Managers of the Poor,by Enoch
Rittenhouse,an older brother of Jacob, so far as [ ¥now,these are the
only two citizens who have ever benefitted Roxborough by any iLestamentary
disposition, It is to be hoped that they will not be the lasi,




CHAPTER 28,
ROXBOROWGH POOR HOUSE,

I stated that By a spec] Aet of Assembly passad in 1833,the Managers
of the Poor were in Te :

On the 15th day of June they bought a house and farm in Doxbﬂrouzh;
containing about 21 - 83, ! atei on the Ridge Road below the sixth mile-
stone, *?d house was in early times known as the Plow Tavern ant Was
such in vhen it was kept by Michael Moyer, "The Plow Tavern® was
kent as n vu“WWﬁ houss o1 within my recollectien, When the inc“ea31ng
nunber of poor rendered the system of boarﬂing them out impractible,
was deemesd bhest t0 purchase a farm so that the able-bodied men codl» hn
made to work.,and thus as: L in supnorting themselves,

For many years the old vern sufficed,but there were no accommodations
for the sigk and : *wr ,0r for the lﬁﬂﬁ*ics,of whom not a few were
to be found at differe times in Roxborough., Hence the Managers erected
the larre building to the sast of the old one,and in the cellar they had
8 numher of oells built for the confinementof the viecious and the lunatio.
The first steward of the new Poor House was John Roberts,and he was suo-
vaaded by John Mover,

In 1847 Manayunk and Roxborough were separated, The 5th section of the
Act of March %,1847 provides as follows:-- "That from and afier the pas-
sagas of this AP* the *ncortorata* part of the Township of Roxborough,in
the county of 1adelphia,callsd the Borough of Manayunk,shall be no lon-

unincorporated part of the said Township,in the levy
o1 and employment of the poor,or for
in repair the roads or for any other township pur-

gama Act T-'r:(,-r‘ﬁ ied for the proper distribution of the
of the Township,and Section 10 authorized the sale
farm or r1anfﬂ+*rn ani directed that the procesds
e Pwua 7y Aivided between the Managers of the Poor of Roxborough
and the Towh Couneil of Manayunk, A subsequent act was passed,of which
I nesd say no more at this time,and the Poor House and farm were bought
by the Boroligh of Manayunk for the sum of $7,000,and used by them for poor
purposes,until 1854 when the citizens of Manayunk availed themselves
of the Act of Conso ation and became subject to the poor laws of the

1]

b €

g
A nlid
eity of Philadelphia, Their poor are now kept in the Almshousa West Phil-
adi=lphia, From 1847 until 1850 the Managers of Roxborough boarded thelr
or House as it was then called,
the Poor House sxtended from the Ridge Road to

greater part of i% was suscepiible of cul-

tivation,although was hilly, Near the large rocks,about half
way to the river ad s a copse of trees,is the burial ground of
tha poor,and there repo: a number of the dead, This property fi-

e
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poor at the Manavunk

The land connected
tha Schuylkill River
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nally vasted in the c¢ity of Philadelphia,but it was afterward sold to and
owned by John Adams id David wallaee,
; may prove of somes interest to show the exact con-
3 the offi-

-

of our poor funds at the time of the separation. II is
ascount published at the time:-—-
Oversasers of tha Poor of the Borough of MNanayunk
n aceount with Overseers of the Township of Roxhorough,
DR,

To farm purchased

«+87,000

199,07
interanst
oSy 210,00

interest

191,33
7,600,.40

LT I I




CR.
May 1847, By their foia,J,.,,.... ..$3,500,00
April 1, 1848 ,By Board of Poor,... ! x72.50
April 1,1849 By Board oP Poor,... e xX38.68
By 1 year's interest
on $175.43........ 8.75
April 1,1850,By interest of
8ix months on $148 .55, ,.... 4,45
By Board of POOP....c00e 387 .95
By Balance due Township
Of ROXDOTPOUZN e ecsvonvnsssses 2,897, 07
$7,600,40
It was,however,finally deemed expedisant to secure a farm and house for
the separate use of Roxborough,and,on tha 15th day of May,1850,the Manager
of Roxberough bhought from Benjamin Shourds a fine farm oontaining about
40 aores,situated on Livezey'a Lane between the Ridge Road and the Wissa-
hiocon for the sum of §3,700, Ag this valuable property is still owned
by the Managers of the Poor of Roxborough and as it will no doubi be long
retained for its present purposed, a sketeh of the former occupants of
the farm may not be uninteresting to nmy fellow citizens, The bulldings
on the farm have long been known,and are still familiarly called the Camel
tables,the origin of which gueer appellation has puzzled many of the pres
ent generation of citizens,and will be fully explained before I close,

On the 16th of April,1777,Anthony Cook conveyed 74 acres,including the
Poor House properiy to George Saunders,and the latter on November 224
1806,80ld 40 acres and 18 perchas 1o Jnan Jacques Ne la Bourdine of the
city of Philadelphia,Grecer,

On the 27th of Janua ry,1807 ,John Everman sold Mr,De la Bourdine 2 aores,
and on the 16th of May,1808,John King sold him 15 aeres,so that he owned
in one tract about 57 acres of land, The present buildings so conspicu-
ously seen from different points of Ridge Road,and consisting of two large
edifices and a small one in the middle,connecting them,were erected by Mr.,
De la Bourdine,

When he bought the property there were some old buildings on it,and I
think there was a house on the southern side of the lane near Philip Mare-
wine's land,but Mr,De la Bourdine was not content with the old-fashioned
structure and determined to put up a house that would satisfy his own ideas
and perhaps*astonish then natives of Roxborough," This he at once prooesd-
ed teo do,. On each side of the small house he erected a larze two-storled
edifice nearly twice the height of the middle bullding. There were ohiik

neys to these buildings and the usual openings in the wail for fire-~places,
and stairs are regembered to have been seen by one of my neighbors. In
front of the house was a neat fence,and the pathway leading to 1t was
paved with bricks,then a novelty in Roxborough,and at the entrance were
places for lampas, The whole structure at+van+ei a++9ntion and did *as-
tonish the natives.,” MNany were the speculations about the buildings,but
no one oould learn their intended dse, At last some of the Roxborough
boys suzgested that 1f designed for barns-~for in Furope it is quite commol
to have the mansion house and barns quite as near te each other--he could
not intend them for horses,for they werse too high,and hence perhaps the
Franchman NENMMMEMYMYHEMMEEMWM HAD BUILT THEM FOR CAMELS! This novel idea
an original one,most undeubtedly,at onces took among the school boys and
others,and the large buildings were dubhed "The Camel Stables," and fpom
that time to this the name has glung to them, Tradition has perpetuated
the nickname,but I doubt very muech whether the origin of the name was known
by a dozen persons of the several thousands who may read these notes,

My John James Ne la Bourdine did net enjoy his country seat very long,for
he met with reverses and his property was sold by the sheriff, It was
bought on the 19th of October,1810,by Joserh Clark of Philadn.phia. The
following persons have since suoonsqivaly held the property,viz;--John
Thoburn from May 29th,1812 %o April 1s%,1818; Eliza Lybrand,from April lst
1818,t0 September 22d4,1821:Howell Hopkins fror September 224,1821,%t0 Oe-
toher 1st,1838: Fharlea Finney,from October 1st,1838to0 September 22d,1846;
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william 0,Shourds,from September 224,1846 to Pebruary lst,1850;Benjamin
Shourdsa,from Fsbruary 1st,1850,%0 May 15th,1850,when he conveyed 1t as
stated before Lo "The Managers for the relisf and employment of the Poor
of the Township of Roxhorough,

OHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR,

ROXBOROUGH POOR HOWSE,

I had hoped to furnish a complete list of the Managers of the Poor
Roxhorough until the present time;but I have only been able %o
nameg as far as 1840, The hooks containing the records are unfortunately
out of my reach,but I trust at some other time to append those nhames which
ares now omitted, The same remark will apply te the internal arrangements
»# our poor house, The published accounis as arrangsd by the auditors
of the township give a general view of affairs;but it was nmy design to
furnish minute details,sc as to let the people know exactly what 1t cost
to support each paor person,
™e followinz list has been abstracted from the old book to which I
have referred in a former» paper,
LIST OF MANAGERS OF THE POOR OF ROXBOROWGH
from 1752 to 1842,
1752—-Hanry Shellenberz,Thomas Livezey.
1756~-Abraham Levering,
1767~~-Jacob Cook, Jacob Righter,
1758--John Stanaland ,John Barndollar,
1760--John Martin,Anthony Harp,
1761~-~¥William Levering, Lawrence Smith,
17€623~--William Houlgate,Charles Bower,
1763~~Edward Milner,Michael Smith,
1784--Aaron Levering,Abraham Rittenhouae,
1765--Milles Carpenter ,William Savage,
1766-~William Savage,H Riddenberg,
1767--Henry Rittenhouse,Joseph Starn.
1768~~John Vanderen,®noch Levering.
1769~~Hugh Crawford,Anthony Cook,
1772--Andrew Wood,William Levering,Jr.
1772~~John Holgate,John Shephard,
1774~-John Colp,Lewis Smick,
1775--Nicholas Rapine,John Gorgas,
1776~—~George Sanders,Nicholas Fight,
1777%-=Nathan Levering,Joseph Knouse,
1778~-Peter Righter ,Benjamin Gorgas,
1779--gamuel Holeget,John Pile,
1780~~Gs0rge Righter Jacob Rititenhouse,
1781l~-~Andrew Wood,Peter (Case,
1782-~-Peter Case,Andrew Vood,
1783-4 wWilliam Rittenhouse,Andrew Marewine,
ter,Jacob Gilbert,
1786-~John Levering, Henry Keealy,
1789-~Benjamin Davies,Cornelius Holgate,
1790~~Anthony Levering,K Godfrey Bockius,
1791-2~-3~-George Righter,Joseph Starn,
1794~-John Righte?®,Christopher Ozlas,
1796~-~Jacob Lukens,Valentine Smith,
1797--David Davis,Lawrence Miller,
1798-8-Thomas Levering,Michae# Levering.,
1800-~Philip Bartis,Wwilliam Rittenhouse,
1801-~John Weavsr, Peter Rittenhouse,
1802--George Rex,Naniel Ritienhouse,
1803--Garret Snyder Nicholas Rittenhouse,




1804~-Naniel Smith,Jacob Rapine,
1805~~John Smith,Samuel Levering,
1806-%~John Livezey,Nathan Levering,
1808--John Livezey, h“- stopher Wundsr,
1809~10- Christophsr Wunder,Benjamin Smick,

“
~filliam De Haven,John Hoffman,
ﬂoyer,“n'ﬂa1 Tihhen,

3 v“f'"%+ John Gileking,
J.ir'ow Koln
18"-9—'—’“‘"_'_1"‘1 oy [[ave \“P"“ “‘?”""ﬂd‘ﬂ? s Ripghter,
1821=-28~Minhasl Juvering,ﬂhquﬂg “1jhtmT

1829--Michasl Levering,Michael Conrad,

1830-32-Michael Levering,Charles Righter

1833--Anos A,Jones,Joseph Gilkeson,Samuel Slingluff,Alexander Quinton,
Michael Levering,Charles Righter;Michael Leverin

834~-Henry Root,Henry Dottic

835~~Michael Levering,Charlies Righter, Henry Roo%,lilchael Snyder,
Naniel Ritten 101v1» Jacob T Heston,

1836-=Michael Levering "?%*lﬁc Finney.

18237~-~Michael Snyder, Hﬂﬁ"" Roo

1838-~Daniel Dittﬂnhodwa Jacob F.““ﬁ*ﬂn.

1838~-Yioghaeal Lev%r{ng,ﬂ* irles Finr
1840~~Michael Y 1P
will be observed that %he person most “Tﬁquwg y ehosen a Manager of

Poor waa Michs R7 Lavering, f. was,by common consent,admitted to be
.r‘;(\"_‘-?- ll.If\_I‘L‘-:.-.'Y'lu ] V a ++-':ff-'1i foT Lthe dut J o e ".I” 1\ r "“‘_ ;g3 .-L-‘-—;_,-“I 1.-._“ wan EilW&"E‘-
partyv--until tke 1in i ties of vears
Levaring deveted a 31&&2 deal of his
wers known to be in want,in this wa)
na830TS8 in f'_'-_':._\-i__l-:?.
in publiec positions of this kind, men

account of their ability end adaptatio:

Mr Levering was born in Roxborough May 6,1765,and died April 3,1846,at
-'._i e AT 2 ,_}

The late aged Charles Righter was also much interested in the care of:
the poor,

The occupanta of the poor house have alwayvs been well cared for--and
when sick a vhysiecian is provided,

Amonr those who have been residents &ff this establishment were several
parsons of smomeswhat remarikable traits of character, One of the most de-

voted of these was Billy Curley,whose very name will recall a host of an
gusing scenes connected with his appearance in Roxborough at various

is real name was Willd Loag or Logue, He was 14 of 'r“*lrﬂV1,~1
of his early life,or the cause of his.coming %o Americeca nothing is known,

L ile

mnes.,
+

He was a -ahc 5 hiok ¢ man !"# th erimezilv hf"&*" ! eyes,roun a
adth e 1 emat1$ T . ’ 1 R vie e Fad 6 Aaen
and rather & nleasal mil Y‘m"r. ne as sober,bu ;.‘- had & dees}

which.added to his "rieh brogue gould be heard far and near when

dom rememher aver Lo have aesn the poor fellow sober, When he was sober,
o only a 1litile disguised Bill as 1 r eivil but when he was real drubk
ha was Lerribly Iaeziﬁn. Z 18V e] . X
offended him, PFor yvears he would carry ithe memory of
his mind,and drunk as he might be he was always sure ?1W‘_
the road,to stop in front of the offsnder's house,no fﬁtt&? even 1if
was mid-winter,and there he would stand for hours,calling his supposed
anemy all the m1 ter names he could invent,and pouring out the most dire-
Ml invective, His enemy having usually retired te bed was in a sound
gisep,vhile Billy's vials of wrath were being poured ocuf upen his devoted
head, His cursings were fearful %o ligten to, Rilly's occupation was
to Arive cattle,and in this way he sked out a miserable subsistence,work-
ing out his lodging at taverns by asting as hostler,

in a passion The chief fault with Billy was a love for liquor,and I sel-

eIiL

yerson who had in any way
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vor vears he was scecustomed to viasit Roxborough with droves of eattle,
and on his return from town he stopped at several houses aleonz the Ridge
to express his epinion of the oecupants, When remonstrated with about
his dArinking so much,he used o say:--*It's the only comfort Billy has
left him,"

Poor old man! how often have my childish eyes looked upon him with pity,
and mor= frequently with fear when I have seen him half crazv with rage.
None may now ever know of his early trials-—of the sore temptations to
which he was exposed,or why he tried to drive away his cares with liqueor.

Many have supposed he was the poor old wanderer one is reminded of in
the following lines from Dickens's Trade Songs—--entitled *"The 014 Servitor?
*Whe travels on the read to-night?
It is the ancient Servitor,
e stumbles on from left %o right;
He winks beneath the starry lighi;
The poor old Servitor!
An alms, man, he is poor and old;
gilver hath he now in store;
ace ig thin,and pinched with cold;
grey is. round him rolled;
out Servitor,

hizs journ=zy o'er and o'sr,
without an object gained or planned;

e 4 - . ¥ 4+ 4N e 3 A
e withers on the ferilile lana,

tottaring in his hand;

The fallen Servitor,

He once had fortune—-youth and light,

And strength and many words in store;
He served a Lord in his morning bright;
But new he wanas into the night,

The fadlag Servitor,

He hath his littls alms-house roon,
(His name and number on the door);
But gloom,

He maeg the phantom of a tomb,

: n sl Qaryit
The poor,sad Serviior,

william Logue died in November,1844,at the Roxborough House,and
was buried on a Saturday in the poor house burial ground, 1is remains
wers followsd to the srave by the inmates of that charitabl nstitution,.®
such is the substanee of s notice which appeared at the itime in the *Rox-
borough Lyceum Gazetie,"

of for th

were $1,544,9% which includes the monies expended on %
to the houses, The itotal number the paupers is eight, The stock on

-t

. o = 49 Var - 3
"he expenses of the Managers

a farm and repairs

e vear ending June 1,1859,
T
A&

0
the farm consists of two horses,four cows,three heifers and eight shoais,
_Tﬁ

My desirs to eloss my skeich of the Roxhorough Poor House with this
paper is the only apology I have Lo offer for its length,
OCHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE

MINE ROCK—~——— TREASWRE HUNTERS,

Any one who has ever visited the banks of the Wissd4hickon will remember
that there are numerous larsge fissures,and some caves in the huge masnes
of rocks which abound thers,and the same remark will apply to several pla-
ees in the valley of the Schurlkill, Tease caves were often visited by
me when a lad,and in common with others,I was feequently at a loss to ao-
ennt for their orviein snd higinrw, Tha mnat vemarkahle Af thaase caves
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tc be the work of man,and this fact only added to the mystery
enshrouded 1t It is situated on Gorgas'l.ane,below the Cotbton Waddin
Factory of Mathias George,and just abhove the Wisasahickon Turnpike-—in Live-
zey's woods, The rocks arﬂ about 18 or 20 feet high,and on the northwest
side are much broken, Large forest trees are growing on the summit, The
cava,or excavation,sxtends into the solid roek about =20 feet, It is five
feet high,and f*ﬂ» and one-half feet wide at the mouth;while at the back
part a person can almest stand erasct,

A%t the entrance a larze niecs of rock has fallen--perhaps from the blast-
ing ﬁP/**ﬂ interior, The oave rock can he distinetly seen from the road
as you Rass by, A short distance te ths northeast of the rock is a deep
hols in the hill-<but apparently without any connection with the cave 1t-
self,

Many weres the traditions current in former days about the cave in the
rock,varying,no doubt,aceording to the peculiar temperament of the narra-
tor, fome said that Indians used %o live in it:o0thers that a band of rob-
baras,wht infested the region in days of vore,had this plage as their ren-
dezvous--while others related that during the Revolutionary War,when the
Heassian soldiers carried ofT everything they could,some of the naiglhora

t
gelacted this cave as a place unknown to the enemy,and hid in it large
guantities of bariey aﬂ* other vva11 ™e late Joseph }or vas of uernd
town informed me that
iv the cave,and that it waa ﬂﬂllnd"fkn Chicken Rock," IHs alsc saiﬁ h.ara
tvaﬂ1+1ﬂﬂ that the persons who Aug the cave were seeking for silt-

lled to s=s2 the late Samel Gorgas,who was born in the vi-
T?VP and whoae l1life had been Lasq*d in the neighhorhood, ¥hile
L ng is cave which he well-remembered he 1i8% when young he
ragollected th&t he had seen a door at the mn“,h OP thﬂ cave,but it was
not the one in the roek,and that the mouth or entrance of the other had
been closed up hy the accumulation of dAirt and leaves for many years,
¥pon furthsr inquiry from Mr, Gorgas,I learned that the cave or mine he
referred Lo was near a butionwood tree,but the exact spot was unknown to
him, This atatement of my »espected friend gave a new impulse to my anti-
guarian suriosity,and a few days Afte*wariw,[ chanced %o discover in an
old chest of papers,a time-worn dOﬁumhnf which,on Oﬁﬂb-uf,bFOV“ﬂ to be
THE VERY AOGREEMENT WRH.I HAD BEEN Hm””“ﬂ TN”O BY THF PARTIES WHO D¥G THE
MINES!

This was indeed a grand discovery for one who had no
in such researches,and procuring the aild of a faithful a,,_ thnt,with
pleck-~axe and spade,we procesaded to the supposed site of ihe hidden mine,
and after digging more than an hour we str™ick a stone which zave back &
hollow sound--upon removing the stone a slight opening appeared,and finally
I suceeeded in digzing a hole large enough %o admit my coreeping in. A
large root from the buttonwood tree ran across the entrance,almost closing
it up,but this was soon cut off ,and then having proecured a light,I entered
and stood within the mine,which had not hesn trodden by the foot cf man
for at lemast fiftyvy vears,.! I found that the mine bhranehed of 7 ahout fif-
taen feet from the entrance,one chamber going straight on,and the other
diverging to the lafi, The length of it must he about 30 or 40 feat, The
hole on the hill below the “ﬁc? was now susceptible of explanation., It
was no doubt designed as a shaft,and was intended to meet the horizontal
mines, The rock through which the mines extended was micaceous sandstone,
and so soft that the water from the hills percolated through it, As I
threaded my way aleng the dark and narrow passages,l could not but reflect
upon the past,and think of the days and wesks of useless labor that had
been expended within that mine, Hope had animated the hearts of the mi-
ners,while heaps of glitiering gold or silver appearsd to their imagina-
tions~~-but the beautiful visien had quickly disappeared,and these sxoa-
¥?;%€;SVLESL ﬁ&ngaggggﬁgwi; g‘“‘+t£ﬁ 3013 mogu?mn of thelir folly,

1% Mem r T -] i & o] %= ‘A‘.j

disd out. ! iemory ol the dflt 2d men had almost
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¥pon emerging from the mine,covered with dirt,I espied an old woman--a
sort of Mex Meriliesg--at the roadside,busily watching my moveuments, She
soon approached,and after heing informed of the newly discovered mine,she
waended her way to Germantown, I subsequently learned that she circulated
the story far and near that I had discovered a gold mine on the banks of
the Wissahiokon,

The entrance %o this mine has azain been hidden from view by leaves and
dirt,and it may be that half a century will again roll round ere another
local antiguary shall stumble upon its hidden chambers,

In my next paper I shall give such facts as [ have gathered relative to
the real origin of these mines and snafis,which are certainly well worthy
of a visit being situated in that beautiful valley formed by the union of
0il Mill Run and the Wissahickon Oreek,

OHAPTER TWENTY-SIX,
THREMROXBOROWGH MINES,

Acentury since most of the pesople of Roxborough,@Germantown,and vieinity
were very superstitious,and even in later years,traces of the fanciful
notions of our ancestors were to be found among their dAescendants, A be-
1ief in witches was quite common,and I have an amiz2ing aneedote of this
gort Which I shall reserve for some other ocassion, One of the channels
in which the superstitions of the day ran was in searching for hidden
treasures,and s helief was very prevalent that treasures and minerals HY
gould be nointed out by a hagel rod held in the hand in a peculiar way.
Watoon.who knew some of these early people,says that the rod had a peouligy
angle in it,and that it was supposed to be self-turned in the hands when
any minerals were approached, The use of the rod on such occasions was
called HEXING. The same sort of a red has bheen employed even within my
recollection by well-diggers,wheo sald i{ would turn and point to the spot
where the water was to be found!

The late Mrs Mary Levering,who died February 17,1851,at the age of eigh-
ty aix years.,and who used to reside where her son,Peroy ¥, Levering now
lives on Green Lane in Manayunk,relate& to me that she well-remembered
when a nupber of Germans came L0 her hushand's famm to dig for itreasures #
of some kind, BShe stated that they dug on a lot nearly in the rear of
the German Catholic Church,now occupied in part by Mulberry Street,and
I think that when P,W.Levering was building the two houses on Green Lane
below the Baptist Chureh(the site which was onee occupied bp a block of
houses formesd out of his father's stone barn, ),he discovered ,on digging/
ths cellar, indications of a search of some kind,but whether by treasure-
hunters or not,was,of courss,uncertain,

Az most of ihe s=arly settlers in this region were Germans,they brought
with them here many of the superstitions of their native eountry,but the
influence of religion and education has haprily succeeded in eradicating
these notions,and now science ocouries the seat which was formerly held
by rude and iznorant pretenders,

The laws of nature are made one of the familiar studies in our schools,
and no longer are we liable 40 the imposition of Philosophiec empyrioes,

When we conmider the condition of the people a eentury sinee,the few
adscantagans Walads Unery ponvenntd B Yhe punwreEl pUYETVY WALGn prevallsh,
it is not surprising that a desire for wealth should lead them into fool-
ish beliefs and experiments, We,of this age ,can remember the delusion
of the peopls about MORYUS MULTICAVULIS AND MERINO SHEFP,and the gold dig-
gings of California and Pike's Peak,and even Australia have withdrawn from
the regions of civilization hundreds of thousands of our citizens, Let us
not therefore judge our ancestors toc seversly because they were dagzled
by visions of untold wealth which were never to be realized.

The mining operations on Livezey's hill were condueted,it would seen,by
persons acquainted with the business,but who were the deceivers and who
the de=ceived it 1s impossible to say, What led teo that place as a spot
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here mineral w=2alih could be had does not apre=ar from any documents I
have ever ssen;hut ons of the loeal traditions is that a light was freg-
usntily ssen near the large rock in Livezey's woods,and hence 1% was believ-
ed that prscious metals wers there, Be this as it may,thsre was some
strong reason which indueed a company of persons,as early as 1763-4 to
lease five acres of ground from Thomas Liveszey for THE TERM OF NINETY-NINE
YEARS! and to begin the excavationa which they finally abandoned,as I
have stated in my previous papers, I diseévered in 1845,a copy of the
original articles of azreemant which formed the bamis of the Roxborough
Mining Company. As a matter of interest to the antiquary,and as 1t fur-
nishes a full explanation of the term ,upon which the mining operations
ware %o be carried on,I shall now give tha doocument entire,
It i3 endorsed as follows:——-"0Copy of Agreement hetween Bernard Grats
and others, "
* Articles of Agreement indenied,made the second day of January in the
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty-four,Between
Barnard Gratz,Mordecsl Moses Mordecal,Isasac Levy,Jr, of the city of
Philadelphia,and Peter Righter,and Conrad Joast,of Germantown,in the
gounty of Philadslphia ,of the one part,and John Crout and John Stot
of Germantown,aforasaid of the other part, Whereas in and by a certain
Indenture bearing date the ,..,.day of ....lastnpart,Thomas Livezey
of Roxborough,in the county of Philadslphis Miller,did grant,demise
set and %o farm let unto the said Barnard Gratz,lordecal Hoses Morde-
oai,Isaan Levy,Jr, ;Peter Righisr, Conrad Joast,John Crout and Joan Stot
thelir exeouters administirators and assigns,A geriain Plece of Land
gituate in Roxborough aforesald by Metes and Bounds in the same in-
denture mentioned,containing Five Acres,with all the Mines and Miner-
als thereon and the free right liberty and privilege Lo and for the
sald Barnard Oratz, Mordecai Moses Mordecai ,Isaac Levy,Peter Righter,
Conrad Joast,John Crout,and John Stot,their Bxeoutors,Administrators,
and Assigns Yo dig and gearch for nines minerals and ore on the said
Land,Together with the appurtenances, To hold from the day of said
recited Indenture for the term of ninety-nine years,as in and by the
sald recited Indenturs relation being thersunto had more at large
appears., And whereas the sald Barnard Grataz,ordecal Hoses Mordeecal
I1saac Levy,Pater Righter,Conrad Joasi,Jobhn Crout,and John Stot are
resolved to carry on search,dig,and delve on the said leqnd for mines
minerals, and ore on and in the daid land,and ereoct such works as may
be necessary for doing the sanme, Now these Presents Witness and it
is herepy mutually covenanted and agreed by and between aaid Parties
and to these Presenis for thauselves,their Heirs,Executors,and Admin-
istrators respectively in manner following,that is to say;That the
aforesaid Mines and Works shall he equally carried on by the said
Partiss hereto (except as hereafier mentioned) and the sxpenses set-
tled and paid every month by the said Parties,

But if any of the said Partiss shall not be able to pay his or
their part of the expenses every month,then the others of the sald
Parties agree to advance the pame for two months,andi he or they that
cannot pay his or their part of the expenses in carrying on the said
Mines and Works in the said three months,are to/give ¥is or their bond
or bonds to the rest or others of the sald Parties (who agree to ad-
vance the same)io pay his or their part of the expenses )in twelve
montha,and if he or they 4o not pay off the bond or honds s0 Lo be
given,or give satisfaction for the sams,then such delinguent or de-
linquents shall,and herehy do agree tc forfeilt or lose his or their
share of sald kand,¥ines,Lsase and Premises to the rast of said Par-
ties,and the bond or bonds still to be in full forece and viriue, And
it is agreed that the sald John Crout shall not bhe obliged to pay or
advance hias part of ihe sxpenses until they come Lo the hody of the
ora,or until the said Partiss shall not htink searchinz for ,but in
cag® the sald HH#NNNEM KMines shall not prove woril searching for,then
he ,the said John Orout,is to pay the others of the said Parties,all
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his part of the sxpenses in earrving on the sgaid Mines,to be rechoned
from the heginning,but AL the bedy of the ore shall be found,then his,
the gald John Crout's share of the expenses is to hegin, And the sald
Jonhn Stot agreses io work as a miner at ithe saild Mines without reward
until they comes to the hody of the ore,he not being %o pay any Lart
of the expenses in carrying on the said works until they come to the
body of the ora,and when the said Parties gel or come to the hody of
the crs,then he,the said John Stot,is %o be paid monthly wages as other
miners.and also have his part of the profits off the said Mines,and
from that time he iz %o pay his part of the expenses, And also that
the gaid Parties shall or will on or before the second Tuesday in Jan-
uary instant,choose three of them 40 be managers to carry on the said
mines and works for one whole year from the iime they shall be chosen,
and so vearly and avery vear on the second Tuesday in Jamiary . during
the contimuance of this agreemant chooge three managers out of Lhelir
chpanv +r carr»y on the said Mines and Works,who are each tc have and

] 1 fivr shillings per day for every day they shall spend in
hﬂg‘ﬂ%ﬂ? relating Yo the said Mines;that ore and minerals
aant to the 0ity of Philadelnhia afier heing nleaned, tc one
gaid Parties,to be exporied or otherwise dispused of,as the
managaers think proper for the henefit of the said Parties, And after
that the body of the ore is found,the saiqd Parties shall keep a clerk
or accomptant at the said Mines who shall keen proper books and regu-
larly posted up,to whioh the said Parties may at alil times have free
aaceas Lo sxamine and copy the same,0» such parts as they may think
proper., And that if any of the said managers or any one of the Par-
ties hereie,.shall be found dut io coneceal or carry off any ore,mineral
or other thing bhelonging to the sald Hines ,he or they so offending
ghall lose and forfelt his and their share "of 811 the said mines and
premises fc the rest and others of the sald Partles,and have no profit
or henefit thereby.,and that the sald Parties shall settle all aocounis

relating to he sald Mines and divide the profits arising therefrom
every twelve nonths, And that if anv of said Parties shall ineline

J o L

to dispose ofand sell his or thelr share cr shares of the gaid Mines
or any part thereof ,he or they so inelined to cell ghall give the pref-
erence Lo the said Parties or to nome or cne of thenm, But if the
gsaid Parties,or gome or one of them shell not rurchase the part or
shares Lc bhe sold,then the said party or rarties so inelining to sell,
may sell {o whom he or they think proper,with the consent of the sald
Parties or a majority cf them, And that thsee Articles are,and shall
continue to be in full forem and viriue for and durine all the rest
and residus of the aforesaid tera of ninety-nine vears,or until a ma-
jority of the said Parties shall not think the Mines aﬂﬂ Minerals wort
seafohing and digging for, In witness whereof the said Pariies to
the Bregents have interchangeably met their Hands and Seals hereunto,
Date of the day and vear first before written,

Sealed and delivered in the presencs of us; Paul Isasc Vote,John

is sigrei by all the vartiss axcept Yr, Gratz

John Stet is in ﬂﬂrnnn. A;]ﬁnﬂa* t0 the agreemant is the
fOllOWTﬂﬂ Meworaddum. "The above is a true copy taken and compared with
the original." .

How long these works on rezey's hill were continued I do not know,

No doubt the sxcavations d several /months and then were abandoned
forevar,

Several of the minerm led at the house of Mr,John Gorgas,who lived
near the old grist m ) he Wiss *10T01.

A perusal Z agre -\; ill matiafy anv one that the contracting
partiss were h in ai ‘ et some previous ore existed in Live-
gev's hill, I* wou1ﬂ e 2 n7" he intarﬁati:f to know the primary reassons
which led them to dig ,nwi nines,

The foregoing conqtitu s all the facts that I have bheen able to pather
aoncerning the mines of Roxborough.
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2
lumber yard of N. L. Jones, turned to the right. ‘(‘i
This route was traveled for many years, but in 1723, a partial
chcngeﬁ was made and in September 1753 " Divers inhabitants of
the township of Roxborough represented to the Court that the gred
Road from the City of Philadelphia, t;ro;;b Roxborough to lana-

m e
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is Pendered very incommodious to a2ll FTAVelﬂe:t by reason
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X ng'es residence,
ne , there were three petitions in favor of a change
route presented to Court. These presented among other things
the "the Road leading north-westwardly from Philsdelphia, through
Rerading to Northumberland County is one of the great Highwaye of
the ftate through walcq the u;oiuce of the back counties is broupht
to the city; that 1: - 1t passage hrough Roxbhorough it
gges over a very steey ealled Van Deren's hlll, which
is near or about three-fourtl n mi : -h which renders
carting and travelling ve d i vt - }Eil1 1;y b;
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the dezired effect and the Ri Road was changed to
“nt route over Righetr's Hill, but why the valley beyonde=-
re“tl" natural course for the road---was not adopted as the
annot tell.
Tne est te of 17iss Esther Righter, whom FVathan Levering and

Algernon Roberts were guardians, received thdssum of about twenty-nine

piunds as damages,

The jury on this route was ordered in September 1786, so tdat
it is probablg the present rvad was made during the fall of that
year. But, notnithﬂt“n'ing the change, many person preferred the
old ro“d and Hadeh 1797, Meosrs, Levering and Roberts, as

uardians of I7i petitﬁon-u the court to vacate the old
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generation are not aware of the character of
re ”Ofno?ough half a century since, except from report.
The Ridge road, in the fall and "nrln:, was eat up by the heavy
Fe:ms, 80 88 to almost impassable for ordinary vehicles, and I
have often heard the old people day that they were PO”Uelleu to
go to Cermantown, where there was a turnpike , in order to go to
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