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No. 1

American Army Enters Pennsylvania

He who travels today by swift motor-|
car over the well bullt highways ofl

[ southeastern Pennsylvania, passlng
through prosperous towns and beau-
tiful rural districts, can scarcelyl
visualize what this r3gion was 1560
years ago, when Gemeral Washington
and his little Conafinental army wele|

campaigning here, striving i vain o
keep the enemy out of the capital oﬁ‘
the new and struggling nation.

That period, from the summer of
1777 until the summer of 1778, was the
rerisis of the natlon's struggle for life
Amidst the blessings of 1827 it will be
profitable to retrace the steps of the
patriots of 1777.

The course begins at Coryell's Ferry
now the borough of New Hope, on the
Delaware River, in Bucks County,
|'There the army entered Pennsylvanla
July 80, 1777. For almost eleven
months the southeastern corner of;
Pennsylvania was the theatre of war-
fare, Two battles were fought there,
in both of which the Americans met
defeat. Philadelphia, the capital, fell
into the hands of the British, and the|
American agmy weni through the trial
and suffering of its winter on the hills
of Valley Forge. Then on June 320,
1778, Coryell’'s Ferry witnessed the de-
parture of tiie army from Pennsylvenia.
But now it was an army that had
emerged from its period of trial
stronger than ever, and from then on
the cause of American independence
| made steady progress.

Already in the autumn of the pre-
ceding year. 1776, Pennsylvania was’
alarmed by the threatened approach of{
the enemy. Fleeing across New Jersey,
|the Americans found refuge on the
Pennsylvania side of the Delaware, in
Bucks County, Then the swift dash!
upon Trenton, the morning after!
| Christmas and the eapture 'of the Hes-.
slan regiments, relieved the tenslon in|
angd around Philadelphla for the!
| winter,

Washington’s army passed the winter
at Morristown, N. J. the British oo-
cupying New York and vieinity, s if

At times it seemed as though the |
little band of patriots at ﬁmmwn
must dissolve. séemﬂ!,a wape 1

can army could muster not more than |
3000 men, General Howe, the British
commander, al that time had 11,000
men In the field, and more in the NaW|
York garrlson,

In Philadelphia the Americans had |
several thousand men. They suflered
severely from smallpox and other dis- |
egzes during the winter, In June, l"'i'".l
John Adams wrote that in Philadel-
phia upwards of 2000 soldiers had |
died that year. |

Congress fled from Philadelphia to|
Baltimore late in 1776, when the Brit-
ish were advancing across New Jersey.
Not until March,' 1777, did Congress
venture to return to the capital.

The Miiitia

Meanwhile the state government had
come to a realization of the necessity
of making better provisions for the
raising of troops. The call upon the |
gtate for militia to help Washington's
army, In the fall of 17768, had proved
the woeful Inadequacy of thet method
of summoning ecltlzen soldiers, The
response was Ilnsuffieient, and thosze
who did respond were not ammenable to
discipline, !

In revising the militia law the As-
gembly divided the counties into dis-
tricts, each district being required to
enlist from 640 to 680 men, mvldcd|
inito elght companies. For each county |
and for the city of Philadelphia a licu- |
tenent was named to have charge of
the enlistments, ha having sub-lieu-
tenants under him for the districts. |
These oMelals collected fines from en-
rolled members of the militia wha did
not turn out for drills,

The companles elected their own of-
ficers. The privates were divided into
classes by lot and the scveral classes
were to be called out in their turn, so
that all able-bodied men might not be
taken away from any district at one
time.

Five brigadler generals were named
to command the Pennsylvania militia
—John Armstrong, John Cadwalader,
James Potter, James Irvine and Bam-
uel Meredith.

Enemles at Home

Meagures were taken to curb those
suspected ol spreading doctrines inim-
feal to the United States, All male
inhabltants over 18 years of age were
required to take the oath of allegiance.

A new state constitubion wis effec
tive In February, 1707 _‘I‘h

starting




fwelve metibers—one fram each county | ’
\

in the state and one from the clty of
Philadelphis, 'The Assembly contin- |
‘med as the lawmaking body. A board

Should he taken west of the Susque- |
hanns. Congress recommended to the
Supreme Executive Council that addi-|

f . Pl L
" war and a bosrd of navy were also | |tional companies of milttia be detailed

appointed. :
I "Just about the time the American
army entered the state Congress rec- |
|emmended to the Supreme Executive |
{Council that certain prominent men|
{Whose sympathies were with Great|
{BHitain be placed under restrainl. As;
a2 conzegquence Governor John Penn, |
Benjsmin Chow, a former chiel justice, |

jEmin Chew, & former clief }m-:llt-?.l

James Allen, Jwnes Hamilton., Edward |
Shippen, Jamd Ingersoll and others|
and L’lmw‘
1
|

were appreliended. Penn
were interned In New Jersey, while
some of the others were exiled to Vir-
ainia.
Mystified by British Movement

These days toward the end of July,
1777, were fraught with concern for
the American Ieaders becduse they |
were unable 1o determine what the |
British plans were. .
= On July 23 the Britlshh army, under
Y@eneral Howe. had salled oul of New
‘¥ork harbor. The great fleet had now
‘peen gone a week, and nothing had
‘been heard of them. Fearing the des-

fination of the expedition was Phila-
‘delphis, Washington slowly advanced
(somth o Tew Jersey. Tét the British |
unight only be cxeouting o lelat -
ftended to draw him away from New
York. General Burgoyne, with an
iarmy of British and Germans,
moving south from Canada into New
‘.i’{ﬁ:f:. and it was natural to look for
Howe's eo-operation with Burgoyne.
On July 28 the Supreme Execullve
\Gouneil notified the county lieutenanis
Yhat the British feet of 250 vessels
Snignt be expected any day in the Del-
QWE, for they had been seen cflr Cape
May. The leutenanis wore directed
4o oall out “ill hearty and able-bodied
gpen,” and send them to Chester 1in
dompanies of forty or Ity Each
comprny was to bring siX axes, ten.
' Bls, the necessary blankets and all
gim’la puossible. There Weré no require-
juentd ns to uniform. Eyen in the
Qontinental service uniforms were
Honree.
e Bucks Counly
tajled to guard the
are,
m‘:‘;:t- live stock might not fall Into
t.h.e posseasion of invaders, commitiees
were appointed In the eastern coun-
#ies to drive the cattle to safe places
near the western bounds of Chester
monzll::r officials were named in the
different counties to Impress horses and
Wwagons for the service of the Amer-
tean army. The following
fequisitions sent out on
[Bhiladelphia County, John
.athers, 400 teams; Bucks
‘Henry Wynkoop. 200 teams;
iCounty, Issae Davis, 200 teams: .
Enster County, Wiliam Henry, 600 |
amu: Berks County, Henry Curist. 360
Yeams: Northampton County, Tobert,
Prall, 250 teams, Thus 11 was hoped
to provide 2000 coONveyances.
The presence of nearly 1000 Hesslan
rlgoners in Reading, Lancuster and
rork added to the concern of the peo-
ple in those regions, for 1t was fenred
they might take advahtage of the ad-
vanece of the British o turn upon their
éaptors.  Colonel Morgan yrote from:
Resding to the Supreme Hxecutive
,Ge-w 1 that the people of Reading)

wWas

militia was de-
fords along the

July 31:
Moore and
County,
Chester
Lan- !

were the | |

‘y_and felt these prisoners;

to guard the prisoners.
On July 31 Congress directed that the

militia of New Jersey, Pennsylvinla,
Delaware and Maryland be immediately
| called cut; and the same day the Bu-
preme Executive Council notified the
justices of the peace to send wagons
to Philadelphia to remove stores and
provisions, while in Chester County—
which then included the present Dela-
ware County—the fustices were notified
| to take anccount of all wheat, flour,
| grain and other stores within twenty
miles of the Delawaré Rlver.
! Army Crosses Delaware

Having now come to the conclusion
that the best thing to do would be to
|plu.w: his army so it could. readily de-
fend Philadaiphia, Washington moved
across New Jersey and, with Greene's
division, arrived al.Coryell's Ferry the
night of July 28, h:

The troops st once began orossing, |
and hefore morhing one brigade was
on the Pennsyivania side. The folir.)w-|
ing day the crossing was completed.

General Btephen and two divisions |
crossed at Howell's Ferry, four miles
north of Coryell's, while Lord Stirling's
troops crossed at Trenton.

General Bullivan's division was per-
mitted to remain behind at the win-.
ter camp at Morristown, so that it
might be ready to march northward |
should 4t transpire that Philadelphia,
ufter all, was not the object of Howe's
movements,

Washington was at a loss to under-
stand why Howe should not myake some
effort to help Burgoyne, who was mov-

| ing southward through the forests of

New York and would certalnly Be in
grave peril if no British reinforce-
| ments came to him along the Hudson.
| Writing to General Gates, in Philadel-
phia, on July 30, Washington sald:|
“General Howe's In a muanner ahandon-
ing General Burgoyne is s0 unaccount-
able o matter that till I feel fully as-
sured it ds so I eannot help casting my
eyes continually behind me."

Coryell's was regarded ss the best
ferry along the Delaware River north of |
‘Trenton. It was aperated by membets |
of a family whose name It bote and
who also conducted an inn on tlie Now
Jersey side. On the Pennsylvanla side,
where the borough ol New Hope now is,
ras the terminal of the York road,
| opened in 1711. It was the maln high- |
way oul of Philadelphia in the ditec- |
tion of New York. A ferry was estub-
lished here In 1712

Preparations for Campaign l

Durlhg the halt of a day or two i/
the ferry the troops wete ordered to
clean their arms and put them In good
condition, amd directions were 'also
given that they should likewise clean
Il'he-mae!\"es. for an abundance of water
was at hand.

. The orders issued to the Thirteenth
Pennsylvania Regiment, dated July 30,
are characteristic of those given to the
troops generally, They read: “As we

now have a good opportunity for wash-
| ing the dirty clothes belonging to the
Reghinent, the colonel expects no time
will be lost in doing ths same.”
July 30 was Sunday, and the chap-
lnins held service at 5 P. M. that .day.
A reprimand was lssued to the

wagonmasters for carelessness in feed-
ing and managing their horses, in con-
| sequence of which, the general orders

b

declured, “ErEAt pumbers” of the ani- |
mals hatl fountiered and died. Further|
shorteomings of this character were to
be punished by dismissal. [
March Down York Road :

At 6 A. M. on the 3ist the army set
out from Coryell’s Ferry on its march
down the York road in the direction
lof Philadelphla. Men who were in-
| capacitated were left behind at Cor-
|yell‘5. ® subaltern from each regiment
being nssigned to take charge of these
men, with a field officer commanding
{he entire detail,

On the march messenger - met
Washington st 9530 A. M. with dis-
patehes from Congress in Philadelphia
advising him that the British fleet, to
the number of 228 sail, had been seen
|at the Delaware capes the preceding
day.

Sulllvan, with his two brigades in
northern New Jersey, was ordered to
husten on into Pennsylvania by way
| of Goryell's férry, and word was sent to
| the Eastern states urging them to send
troops to help oppese Burgoyne.

Washington and his aides pressed on
to Philacelphia, where they arrived
that night. But the army marched no
farther than the neighborhood of the
| Little Neshaminy Creek, in Warwick
Townshlp, Bucks County, & place then
ealled Cross Ronds and now the vil-
lage of Hartaville, There the troops
camped for the night,
| At Philadelphia Washington received
the startling informatlon that the big!
British fleet, which had been hcvering'
about the Delaware capes Tor scme
days, had sailed out to sea in an east-

“This surprising event

"

ward direction.

gives me tnhe greatest gnxlety,” he
wrote to General Putnam.

Perhaps after all the venture of the
British was only a feint to draw the
Americans away from the New York
| region. General Sullivan's marching
orders were ®t once countérmanded,
and he was direcied to remain in
northern New Jersey with his two bri-|
gades, Washington Wwas disposed to
move his entire army back to New
vork, as expeditiously as possible,

(Copyright 1827 by Tdward W, Hbcker)

No. 2

The Camp at Falls of Schuylkill

‘Having ridden on Into Philadelphia
on July 31, 1777, while the American
army remained in Warwick Township,
Bucks County, Washington spent sev-

.| ernl days inspecting the fortifications

|ulung the Delawnre,

Meanwhile, after a night’s rest in
camp, the troops were awakened by the
| roll of the drums at 3 A. M. on August

1. At dawn they were striking their
tents, and soon they were again on the
march southward nlong York road.

General -orders 1ssued that day di-|
| rected officers and men not to go into|
| Philadelphin without a permit, and no
|;:cr|nl1.s were to be Issued except for
| business of real mecessity. The arms
of the guards were not to be loaded,
]uru.l weapons which were loaded were
Ito be discharged, Officers were In-
| gtructed to check waste of ammuni-
| tlon.

In anticipation of a camp of some
duration, It was directed that “no
| fonces are to be burned on any, ac-
leount,” and quartermasters were to
provide the wood necesgary for cpok-
ing, Officera were admonished to pro-
toct the Inhabitants ﬁ-om iﬁxulf: and
_thelr property from: plundering:




4 threugh Moro-
Cheltenham 'I!mm-*
now Montgome
County but ‘was then part of Philadel-
phla County. Then that region wa
entively rural, with a few hamletd
clustered about cross-rouds taverns, one
‘of the best known being Jenkins' Tav-
ern, where Jenkintown now is. Now,
all this region is occupled by high type
country estates and attractive suburban
communities—Willow CGrove, Abington,'
Jenkintown and Elking Park, while Qak
Lane is just within the Philadelphlp

1imiits.
{ Marched Through Cermantown

A short distaince south of the pres-
ent city line of Philadelphia, in the
locality formerly ecalled Branchtown
and now known as Oak Lane, the army
turned west on what is now Churclh
lane, and proceeded through German-
town, camping between Uermantown
and Palls of Schuylkill, on a plateau
overlooking the BSchuylkill River and
the city of Philadelphia.

Even the trials and hardships of the
campaign did not prevent at least one

of the soldiers from appreciating the |

attractiveness of his surroundings here
In the camp near Schuylkill Fall
Lieutenant McMichael, of the Thir
teenth Pennsylvanla Regiment, wro
In his diary, "Our encampment was
very beautiful”

Here the army remained for a week*
while the commander and his associ
ates were trying to learn what Genera
Howe and his British army were doing.

That it wes a period of great uncer-
talnty is evident from the orders is-f
sued the first day in camp, August 2.}
All troops were to have two days' pro-||
visilons ready and be prepared to
march, Tents were to be separated
from other baggage, for facility in
handling. ;

Incidents in the Camp

The journals of Timothy Pickering,
adjutant general, and Lieutenant)
James McMichael, of the Pennsylvanla -
line, give some details of life in the
drmy at this period that cannot be!,
found in the more dignified official -
records.

Pickering recorded that the troope,
were in high splrits on their marohl
down York road.

Lieutenant McMichael made this
entry of what was no doubt an agree- |
able diversion in the camp at Falls
of Bchuylkill on Sunday, August 3:

“The largest collection of young
ladles I almost ever beheld came to
eamp. They marched in three columns,
The field officers paraded the rest of
the officers and detached scouting
parties to prevent being surrounded by
them., For my part belng sent on
scout, I at last sighted the ladies amnl
gave them to know that they must re-
pair to headquarters, upon which they
accompanied me as prisoners. But on
parading them at the colonel's mar-
quee, they were dismisged after we
trented them with a double bowl of
sangaree."

General Peter Muhlenberg, who had |
been a Lutheran clergyman and whose
farewell to his congregation and pulpit |
when be entered the army as a colonel |
of a regiment early in 1776 is one of |
the dramatic Incidents of the Revolu-
tlon, issued this order to his brigade)
of Virginlans on that same Sunday:

“The Rev'd Mr. Tate willl perform
divine services this afternocon at b
o'¢lock; the captains will see that all
the men not on duty to attend and be-
have properly.”

Washington at Colonel Hill’s

August 4, Washington
srmy in the eamp at Palls,

meking his hesdquarters in the house)
©of Henry HIll.
Mr. HIUl was & rich Philadelphia

Township and partly in Penn Town- |
ship. Mr. Hill Was a leader in the com-
munity, as is evident from the fact
that he was a justice of the peace, a
member of the original Pirst City
Troop, a colonel of a regiment of As-
sociators, or militin, and a member of
the American Philosophical Soclety.
In 1780 he subscribed £5000 to the
Pennsylvania Bank, which was organ-
|zed 1o procure provislons for the Con-
tinental army. He was one of the
original subscribers to the Bank of
North America and n director, and he
dalso served in the Btate Assembly and
in the State Executive Council.

A large and attractive house known
as Carlton, on Midvale avenue, west of
Wissahiickon avenue, which Mr. Hill

built In 1780, occcupies the site of the |

house in which Washington macde his
headguarters.
of the walls of the original house were

incorporated in the present structure,
Washington |

While camping here
sometimes dated his orders and cor-
respondence “Camp Near German-

'wine merchant, who dwelt here upon o I
large estate, partly in Emboroughi

It is possible that some |

| eontinued:

“We have remalned here in a vary
irksome glate of suspense; some imag- |
| ining that they are gone fo theé south-
lward, whilst a majority, in wiose

opinion on this cccasion I gonour, are
salisfied that they have gone eﬁsl:—l"
ward.”

"“The states have been shamefully['
deflolent in supplying troops,” added |
Washington.

At that time evidently he did not
place much hope upon Freneh aid, for
he wrote:: “I have from the first heenr
among those who have never bullt
mueh wupon a French war"” ‘The
Freneh, he declured, give only “under-
| hand assistance, supplving arms II;|
trade.”

A letter to Ceneral Putnam two.
| days later also told of Washington's|
perplexities. If the British fleet had|
returned to New York it should have !
mrived there by this time. He was
now beginning to fear the fleet had
gone farther east,

town,” and sometlmnes "Roxborough.” . (Copyright, 1927, by Edward W. Hoeker)

Not far from the house of Colonel
Hill dwelt Dr. Willlam Smith, provost
of" the College of Philadelphia, which

later becams the University of Penn-

l General Stephen had his

| sylvania.

headguarters fn Dr, Bmith's house.
| ©One or the officers with the army |

later 246 his country home on this
| eamp stte. This was Colonel Walter
Stewnrl commander of the Thirteenth
Pennsylvania Reglment.
| The army occupled the platenu where
I'the Queen lane filtration plant of the
| eity of Philadelphia is now sltuated.
A monument, consisting of n bronze
tablet attoched to a granite boulder,
which 18 surrcunded by cannon, wins
erected at Queen lane and ‘Thirty-first
street by the Pennsylvania Sons of the
| Revolution. in 1895, to mark the camp
site.
Lafayette Views the Army

Here the youthful Lafayette maw the
| Ameriean army for the first thme. He
had met Washington several «days
earller In Philadelphia and accom-
panied the commander on his Inspec-
tion of the Delaware fortifications.

Lafayette's Impressions of his first
visitt to the army ave preserved. There
| were 11,000 men, he wrote, "Il armed
and still worse clothed. Many of them
were almost naked. They were attired
in parti-colored clothes. Most of them
wore hunting shirts,
tired In long, gray linen coats, “But"
‘udds Lafayette, “the sdldiers were fine
\and the officers menlous; virtue stood in
place of science, and each day ndded to
the experience and the discipline.”

In the army were troops from Penn- |
Vir-,
ginia and North Curolina; and nmung[
the officers present whose names have |

gsylvanin, New Jersey, Maryland,

gained o high place In American his-
tory were Generals

Stirling, Maxwell, Wayne, Moylan,
Muhllenberg, Weeden, Morgan and
Nash.,

Washington's Anxieties
A leiter which General Wuashington
wrote on August 6 from the camp ot
Faulls of Schuylkill to his
| Augustine Washington, conveys some

[idea of the perplexities to which the

commander-in-chief was subjectad at";
this time because of the mysterious |
mmeﬁpt provisions delivered to them. This

maneuvers of the British fleet.

Some were at- |

Greene, Knox, Lord!

brother;

No. & T

The Camp at Falls of ‘Schuyikiil r

'l All during the torrid and Anxious |

days of the American army’s canp a;t:
Falls of Schuylkill, early ln August, |
1777, the troops were held {n constant |
readiness to maroh should news come |
about the British fleet. |
The heavy baggemge and the boats
were sent forward ncross the Delaware
in the direction of New York, The
tents were to be taken in separatel
wagons with the army. Officers were
| to make arrangements not to encumber
| themselves with excessive baggngn.l
f|lea\ring what they could for later re-
[moval, |
|  The soldiers themselves were to be
relleved of their heavy packs. the quar-
termaster general being directed to pro-
[vidc whgons to carry these, “But ad-}
|t‘led the orders, "“these packs are not
to be suffered to be loaded with use- |
less trumpery—as from the sizes of ||
many of them there is grest reason to |
Iy suppose is now the case” Officers were |
to inspect the packs and reject ma- [
‘ferinl not deemed essential. This might |
|be rolled separptely and collected by
|‘Lhe regimental guartermasters. )
| Burgeons were notified to examine
{men unfit for field duty and If they
| were useful for the Philadelphia gar-.
| rison they were to be sent there. Mau,
| with one leg or one arm were adjudged |
sultable for the Invalld Corps in Phila-
delphia.
Vexations of a Smunmer Camp i
Some of these provisions for the
comfart of the men on the march were)
prompted by the excessively hot wea.t\herf
that had prevalled for some time.
| ©One consequence of the heat was thiat |
the sanitary condition of the camp be_-_'
 came exceedingly bad. The orders of.
‘ Washington and other generpls make
numerous alluslons to this. General
‘ Greene warned ifhat a pestilence was
threatened by the carelessness of the
troops. Fatigue pafties were detalled
! to. rectify conditions. A penalty of
twenty lashes was to be lmpoged upon
rlmldiars who conbinued o disregard |
|| the sanitary orcders
There i mentien in the orders af
| the refusal of certain regiments to ac-

|
|
|
)

may nlso have been & conmum of




rfm-"o weather. Oicers were directed
o Investigate these compiaints.
Another cause of perplexity to Wash-

bers of women about the camp.
{ene of his orders he characterized them |
s “a clog upon every movement,” and

commanders “to get rid of all sueh as |
are not absohitely necessary,” the ad- |

tively forbldden."
Couwrts Martial

| Meanwhile the ususl army routine
WS puraued. The payrolls for July
were made out. A general court mar-
tial sat on August 4 “near Judge Laur-
ens' guarters, by Schuylkill Falls." A
board of general officers met at the
quarters of General Stephen to con-
sider varlous questions. Courls mar-
tial were held at Palmer's tavern, at
Falls of Schuylkill, and at Leech's tav-
ern, Germantown. !

There is also an item in Washing-
ton's accounts showing ihe payment
on August & of £263, 4s, to Danlel
Smith for the use of his tavern,

on August 7T Washington issued an |
order granting a general pardon to|
numerous olfendors who had been con-
vieted at courts martial

While at this camp Generals Greene,
Wayne, Knox and other officers, at the
suggestion of Washington, submitted
written opinions as to the best means
iqr defending Philadelphia.

Payday In the army was sometimes
apcompanied by disorder. When the
mien of the Thirteenth Pennsylvanin
Regiment recelved their July pay., on
August 7, their commander, Colonel
Btewart, coutioned them against quars|
reling with the Virginians in the same’
Brigucde with the Pennsylvantans,

! Fences Spared

I It was the habit of the troops to
pull down fences and to cut standing
timber in order to obtain firewood
This was the cause of much snnoyance
0 the civillan population in the
viclnlty of camps. On comitg to the!
Falle: the commander-in-chief warned
the soldiers not io eut wood, The regl-
mental guartermasters were ordered to
isste a supply of wood necessary for

The reqults were so salisfactory that
at the next camp, in Bucks County, on
August 10, Washington, in a general
order, wrote thus:

“That few complaints were made for |
damage done to fences and other prop-
(erty while the troops lay at or nesr
Germantown, has given much satisfnc- |
tion to the well disposed inhabitants of |
Ehat nelghborhood and such a peculiar
plessure to the General that he thinks
It an sot of justice to express his ap-
probation of their conduct in a general
‘arder,"”

It 18 likely that the extremo hent
hivd something to do with the forbeay- |
ance of the troops, for they were able
ta get along without campfives to u !
considernble degree. |

Another evidence’ of Washington's |
copstderation for those whom heé wos |
compelled to inconvenience is seeén in
a0 item In his financial accounts for
August 13 showing the pavment of 17s,
6d to Colonel Hill's servants for cleans|
ing hie house, which General Washing-
lon had occupled during the Palle
camp. No puyment for the use of 1he)
louse is menfloned. Probably Colonel
s patriotism would not permit him

@ receive pay for the occupancy of the|

_T!I'l-wm. though such pay_ﬁ'gﬁt. wos

ington was the presence of large num- | |
Ini{ Pulls was & “grand raview” on Augist

)

|| tomary. ol M) !
Army Reviewed {

i

A closing fedture of the camp at

8, when Weshington reviewed all the
troops at noon. The men were directeéd

e recommended the brigade and cnrp,-sl Lo have their hair dressed and powdered

for the event.

Washingtont hed now decided 1o |

mission of more women being “posi- | move the army slowly toward Coryell’s

definite
of the

ferry, on the Delaware, for
news about the whereabouts
British fleet was still lacking, Turther-
more the proximily of the camp to
, Philadelphia made It difficult to maln-
taln discipline.

S0 6t € o'clock on the afternoon of
August 8 some of the troops left the
camp at Falls. Instead of returning to
the York read through Germantown,
the march proceeded northward Into
| Whitemarsh, Washington and the last
| of the troops did not leave the camp
funtil August 9.

Vinegar and Soup Issued

At 5 P. M. on the 8th the brlgade
commissaries assetibled at tle market
house in Germantown to recelve a gill
of vinegar for each man In their com-
mands. Vinegar-making was an early
industry In Germantown.

Another order to the
required them to issue five ounces of
sonp for each man weekly. But when
no soap was available the commlissaries
were cautioned mot to give money in
lieu; while soldiers who sold their al-
lowance of soap were to be severely
punished.
ficers are answerable that
appear decent and clean,” the order |
| coneluded, |

On the March Again

The troops that camped In White-

marsh the night of thie 8th proceeded

commissaries

leisurely into Upper Dublin, the ad-|!
jolning township, and there spent theé '
Extreme heat made,

=

night of the 9th.
shiort marches advisable.

On the 10th they reached the York ||
road, along which théy marched north- |
ward as far as the Little Neshaminy, |
There on the ground where they ha(l!
spent the night of July 31 the army |,
went into camp, b

Here Washington was overtaken by |
| couriers from Philladelphla who #
brought word that the British fleet had
been seen on August 7 off Sinepuxent |
| Inlet, south of the Delaware capes. |

Thus it was evident that the British |
after all had not gone toward the East.
The purzle as to Howe's destination
was e complicuted than ever.

Bo Washington resolved to remialn in |
camp here along the Little Neshaminy, ||
in Bucks County, until more news|
| reached him that might guide him in-|'
telligently in msking his plans, ]

| (Copyright, 1827, by Edward W, Hocker)
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No. 4
The Camp on the Little Neéshaminy

A hallf mile north of the village of
Hartsville, on York road, in Bucksl
County and =2 llttle more thank 100
yards from the covered bridge over |
‘Little Neshaminy Creek, stands an.gld
Lwo»s@r}_r stone house {l{{cm which ia a
bronze’ tablet noting ‘the fret Ahat
General W_J‘_:_.-'ahl_?_gt_o_n_ _dwelt In this

BotE, in August] 1777,
Washington's decounte show the pay-

ment Gf £6, 54 to Mrs. Moland for the |

| Lise Ao!'th!s housé and ithe furniture
BUE . l

L Most of the froops were encamped
- upon the hill Bngkth of the house. Lord}
- Stirling’s divisibn and otler commuands]
wera alohg thé Bristol romd, east off
| Herteville. i
 Immecdiately feross the road from the
hepdgquarters 'wpu n bulletin  board|
where orders were posted. And hergl
was also the whipping post. Lashes|
fupon the bare back were not infre-
i quently ordered as punishinent,
:r The day ufter the army went Intol
camp here, August 11, a court martial] .
wus held when two Virginians wepe
convicted of desertlon and were sén-
tenced to recelve “100 lashes on the
bare back well lald on' The com=~|
mander in chief approved the sentenoce
the following day and directed that it
bBe executed immediately, |
At another court muartial a quarter- |
magter of & troop of horse was fotine |
gullty of deserting and stealing a horse, !
and the sentence In his case, whish !
General Washington also approved, was |
that he should be seated upon s horse §
with his face toward the animal's $all, i
£h&t his coat should be turned wrong |

Ji side out, and thet thus he should be

L Iﬂd around the camp and then dis-

“Regimental and corps of- |
their men §9

e

i

& o1,
" ‘Another case tried In the camp in-
Volved fitteen men of Colonel Moylan'sg
regiment of Pénnsylvania Light Dra- !
goons who were ageused of mutiny and
desertion. The ecourt declared then |
worthy of desth but recommended all |
pardon. Genernl Washington grant-
the pardon, which, however was |
ipled with a reprimand snd transfer |
the Dragoons to the foot service.
~ Two other men of the same regiment |
stmilarly. accused were sentenced l‘.cr,1
Ieceive twenty-five lashes, but Genemlg
Washington remitted the "
though -they were also transferrsd to
the foot service. !
Deserters were enlisiing in omr'
commands to obtain extra pay. On
August 13 a search was ordered in Phil- |
aidelphls commands and In the galleys
on thie Delaware for such deserters, I\

That diselpline wag far from satis- |
factory, may be Inferred from Wash-
ington’s géneral orders of August 21 in

| which h# Ssill: “The penérdl observes
| with concern many sentriés sitting on
their posts, a practice no less danger-
ous than disgraceful.” . |

One of the courts martial, that
which sat on August 23, convened at!
“the meeting house not far from th3|
Cross ‘Roads."

This “meeting house” was the Preg- |
byterian Church founded in 1910 anecl
| still standing In a  plcturesque dell
along the Little Neshaminy, near

| Hartayille,

The churchh bullding was also used
a8 8 hosplial for the army, and several
men who died there were buried In the |
inﬁja_lmng grounds, though their graves
aré not marked,
| “lgross Rosds” was the name used In
the ‘orders to designate the settlements
| now known as Hartsville. The road®
which here crosses York road & the
dividing line between Warminster snd)
Warwlck Townships. 3

On_August 22 the officers of Genernll
Muhlenberg's brigade were directed 0|
meet

-




F——

Another source of trouble is sug-
gested by the fact that a board of ‘gen-
brul officers sat ot General Greene's
hesdquarters to setile the rank of all
Pennsylvania field officers,

There 18 & hint of controversy about
rank in the fact that in general orders
the wagon masters, who were civilian
employes, were warned not to assume
the titlea of major, captain and the
like,

Banitary conditions were still per-
plexing, as had been the case at Falls?
of Sehuylkill, I

The Intense heat continued until
August 16, which was recorded as hav- |
ing been the first comfortable day that i
month.
| Fimothy Pickering, adjutant general,
|moted In his Journal: *“Such continueal
(melting weather s unknown In New !

| Bngland."
The weather was such that it moved
Lisutenant McMichael to attempt)

verse in his journal, This is what he
wrote under date of August 16: '

“Since we came here for to encamp,
Our mornings have been very damp,
But at noonday excessive warm,
And like to do us all great harm."” -

Upon arriving at the camp, August
10, Genernl Muhlenberg directed the
m_e:_i' of his brigade “"to fix booths be- |
| fore their tents to shelter them from |
i the heat.”

On the 12th General Washington is- |
sued orders to the brigadier
to adopt rigid measures with re
sanitation. ‘Quartermasters who were

placed under arrest. The neglect In]

the Falls camp, the order continued,
“saused it to become a public nulsance|

¢redit of the army, which is in fact
not less injured In health than in re-
putation by such uncleanness and of-
fensive smells."

A mensure adopted in the interests
of the health of the troops was to have
them strike tents at 10 o'clock on the
morning of the 16th, clean the site of |
{tho enmp, permit the wind and thes
fgun to help In the purification and
|then pitch the tents again in the aft-
ernoon.

The ensulng day, because the ground|
| wag wet, the quartermaster general wus
directed to distribute straw for the|
tents. |
The health of the troops probablyj
was also considered in the issuance the!
same day of "a gill of rum or other;
spirits” to each non-commissioned of-
floers, soldier and wagoner, )

The lack of uniforms fostered sloven-,
liness. Colonel Walter Stewart scm.ghb!
to bring about greater neatness ameng,
his men of the Thirteenth Pennsyl—'k
i Regiment, In orders ds
15 he expressed conecern "to see
{ fment appear on the parade

ery ty.! The captains were direct-
{ed to hold each sergeant asccountable
for & squad of men, and no man Wi
to appear upon parade or guard with-
out a uniform of some kind, and he
was to be close shaved, and his hands
and foce were to be well washed and

of these matters he was to be placed |
under arrest, and after the guard was
relieved he was to be brought to the
front of the regiment, where he was to
{receive twenty lashes. : d
‘Bvidently the disposition to go forag-

-

ligent in this regard were to bel :
A ¥ £ s youth for so high a post.

and a public reproach, to the great dis< \

T

his hair powdered. If he failed in any| |

longig to Major Nicholas, of the
Tenti Virginin Regiment, resulted in
the posting of a notice that a “band-
come reward” would be pald for the|
return af the pistols, “and no ques- |
' tlons psked."

Here in the camp along the Litfle
Neshaininy General Lafayetie ent.eradb
into aetive service with the army. The |

ardent young Frenchman, then only 20 'I
old, had arrived in Philadelphia
'in July, and offered Congress to serve
| with pay in the army.

' s was then deluged with ‘sp—
lications from foreign soldiers of for-
lguna who sought high posts and good |
‘gfn? {1 the service of the United Btates, |
The youthful Lafayette, however, was |
|af & different stripe from the great
majority of the soldlers from across the |
| Atlantic, and his offer wns al once ac- |
| cepted. He paid o vislt to the army in |
camp at Falls of Schuylkill, then re-
'mained in Philadelphia some m
longer, sfter which he made his way
out ¥York road to the American camp
in Bucks County. o

From the Neshaminy camp Wash-
ington wrote on August 17 to Benjamin

. pranklin, in Parls, urging that he dis- .

courpge foreigners from coming %0
America with the expectation of ob-
Jaining high rnk in the wrmy.

g

|| Harrisom,

p were 'to be an honorary or
major general. He probably had
'much hekltancy about accepting such
| Lafayette
| had asked Washington to commission
! two sides de camp for him,

| Hurrison's reply was that Congress
| considered Lafayette's appointment as
' honorsry, snd Washington was not
bound to give him a command but
could follow his own judgment in the
| matter.

———

with the commander at hls headguar-
| ters.

painting of this house on York road,
near Hartsville, where he had joined
the army. The painting remalned In
his family after his death, and it was
exhibited in Chidago in 1803, at the
World's Columblan Exposition.

Count Pulaski joined the Amerlean
| army about the same time.
| Na doubt it was the arrival of these
| officers that coused Washington to In-
corporate the following In general
orders of August 13:

]

Burgoyne, were adva
i in Now York., Some

|

Twa days later he wrote to Benjamin || pymle, If they were bound for Phili-

=)

a member of Congress, for anf delphle, it was difficult to understand
bn &8 to Lafayette's status—{{ why the long round-about voyage to

Lafayette was therefore asslgned to|
duty on Washington's staff. He lved|

In later years Lafayette freasured a |

Germbn Buxilary

pands of Indl
had attached themselves to this :
vading army, and their savagery was
spreading terror among the frontier
! settlements of New York. With the
special purpose of meeting this con-
dition Washington detached a force of |

E

! 500 skilled riflemen, under Colonel

*Morg:m, from his command; and sent |
| them to join the American army in l.
New York opposing Burgoyne. q
These men, chosén from the entire
larmy, were assembled at Trenton,
whence they set out on their long .
| march to the uppeér Hudson Valley of
| New York. Skilled in backwoods fight-
!ing and the best marksmen of the
| country, Washington was confident
that they would be a “counterpoise to
the Indians.” I
Puzzled Dy British :
Still lacking news of the destination |
of the long absent British flect, & coun-
el of war was held to consider what |
course should be taken, The prevalent
opinion was that the British were golug
to the South, probably to Charleston,
and It would be unwise to try to fol-
low them overland.
A movement of the army to the
| North was contemplated, when on Au-
gust 22 word came that the Britlsh '
fleet, numbering more than 200 ships,
!had appeared in Chesapeake Bay.
Thelr purpose was more or less of &

- =—pT

f

——

‘Wwo sober honest lads who sre to
talle French sre to be sent to head-
quarters this afternoon at 6 o'clock,
General Muhlenberg will send one
from his brigade, and General Bcott

br[g_-adea: One orderly sergeant from
efeh brigade to headquarters forth-

—
'-_(E?I.'_!f}fi&ht'.1927' by Edward W, Hocker)
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From Bucks County Infs Delaware

The August days were passing in the
American camp on the Little Nesham-
iny, in Bucks County, and still no
word came as to whai General Howe
and the British symy were doing, But |

cheering news did arrive of 8taik’s vie-
tory over the Hessians st Benning-

‘Ing ﬂ;; g;muesgd itself, for on Au-
pry “to Grder’ n_guard |

ton, Vt. :
_ To the north the Britlah, with the

another, if to be found in thelr i | had assembled at Chester, occupying all
} | aveilable houses. o
T'!rom Chester, Berks, Lancaster and

the Chesapeake was undertaken, in-f
volving, as it must, much suffering for
ships during those sultry summer days.
Mevertheless it was now clear that
southward to be In a position to de- I'
fend Philadelphia, the nation's capltal.!'
had remained at Hanover, N. J., was di-
rected to join the main army. while
Carolina brigade, together with c_ol_"'
onel Thomas Proctor’s artillery r&g’lwl
were at Trenton, were to embark on
boats sand esail down the Delawareé o
Then, on' August 23, the army broke |
éamp on the Bucks County hills and|
| adelphia.
Alagrm in Philadelphin
With the receipt of positive news in
Phllgdelphia that the British fleet was
was In a turmoil of anxiety.
Now not only was the capital In
I would also strike at the different de-
pots of supplies In interior Pennsyi-
| from Lancaster and York fo places far-|
| ther distant.

the men and horses confined In the |
the American srmy must be moved
Gieneral Sullivan's division, which |
Gieneral Frapeis Nash and his North
ment of Pennsylvania militia, which
#
3]
Cheater. !
'marched down York road toward Phil-
|
galling up Chesapeake Bay, Congress
\! danger but it was likely the enemy|
\vania. Stores were hastlly removed|
| One thousand Pennsylvania militin

These men came

Cumberlend counties. They had been
| at Chester“since August 16, and when
| day after day elapsed without news
| from the British the Supreme Executive
Council of Pennsylvania petitionsd
| Congress that some of the milltin
. might be dismissed as they were need-|
ed to work on their farms.

But when the British began to lanc
thelr troops, more militia were ordered
‘tn Chester, the forcé finally numbering

: in

command, eI L‘
Some Philadelphia militla were senf

fa



[ westori part of Flie SUETE TontesvanE)

40 Lancaster.

~ Congress recommended that Peansyl-
vania and Delaware disarm the disaf-|
fected. As a consequence the houses |

' No. 6
The Army 'In Delaware

While the American army was march-

e et s ..
¥ - s . el =

(and 27, made a daring reconnoisance:
[In the company of Generals CGreene,
! P

Weedon and Lafmsyette, he rode across

some of Philudelphis’s foremost ' ' Dylgware, until he was within sight of -

|

Ll
i

“triotlc inhabitants and to overawe the |

!

oitizens, mostly Quakers, were searched
for writings regarded as treasonable,
pnd nerrly a half hundred arrests were
| made, Some took the oath of anllegi-
la.uce and were released. Others were
‘.'mtrerued in Virginia untll the ensuing
I April.
Camp at Nicetown -
The main body of the Continental
army, which left its camp in Bucks
County, on August 23, marched down
¥ork road Iinto Philadelphia County,
and camped that night below German-
town, at Nicetown, Washington spend-

ing the night at Stenton, the country-i

|
|
i

ing to Wilmington, Del, late in Au=,
guat, 1777, the British were debarking
17,000 troops from the ships In which®
they had been cooped since the middie
of July. Notwithstanding the heat en-
dured on the crowded vessels and the

| shortage of water, which made It neces-

sary to throw =zome horses overboard
as they salled northward in Chesas
peake Bay, General Howe, on landing,
wrote that his men were “surprisingly
healthy.”

CGeneral Howe, commanding the
British land forces, and his brother,
Lord Howe, commanding the fleet, had |

seat which James Logan, secretary to|' concluded to approach Philadelphia

William Penn, had bullt early that cen- |
tury. Btenton, which still stands, near

‘W&?ne Junction, is one of the notable

colonial hiouses of Pennsylvania. [Tho

[property now constitutes a city park.
While at BStenton Washington ar-

ranged {0 have the army parade

through Philadelphin the next day—
Bunday-—to ullay the fears of the pa-

Tories. He issued detalled instructions |
about the march it order to make the |
hest display possible under the clrcum-
stances,

AH bagegage wes
gity, while every man that could be
mustered was required to Jjoin the |
procession down Front street and out
ChHestnut street to the Schuylkill |
River. Any private who left the ranks
wak to receive thirty-nine lashes, and)
the order added; :

*The drums and fifes of ench brigade
are to be collected in the center of It
and a time for the quickstep played, |
Bit  with such modermtion that the

sent around ﬂ.‘nl’l

from Chesapeake Bay rather than fromi|
Delawate Bay and river because they |
were led to believe that the obatruc-—i
tions which the Americans had placed |

in the river would interfere ﬂerloualy|
1

|" 'with their progress up the Delaware.

Hence their long detour to Chesapeake
Bay had been the cause of the pro-|
tracted uncertainty to which the
American leaders were sulijected.

The British landed at Turkey Folnt,
on Elk River, Md. General Howe atl
once published a "declaration" Gffering
a pardon to “rebels” who should re-{
turn to the British allegiance and|

j promising protection to the people who
remained in thelr abodes,

The American army encamped on the '
high land southwest of Wilmington, In
the neighborhood of Red Clay Creek
and as far as Newport. There were
about 11,000 men in camp. |

Washington made his headquarters
in a house on Quaker Hill, in Wil-
mington, the hill being so named be-

! cause of an old Quaker meeting house

standing there. The headquarters

house was removed long ago, but the

‘the Eritish lines. ‘That night the four
officers spent In a farm house two miles
from the.enemy.

The Stars aa |l Stripes in Battle

énu-mirshing occurred (n the xneigh-
horhood of Newport, Iron Hill and Red |
| Olay Creek, and some prisoners Were |
taken. |
A conflict at Cooch’s Bridge, Del., on |
September 3, has attained some promi- |
nence In history because of the claims |
muade that there the Stars and Stripes'
wore first carried . in battle. A monu- |
ment has been erected at Tooch's
Bridge declaring such to have Pbeen
thuy fact. |
Howeyer, this assertion has been
digputed. One contention is taat the)
Btars and BStripes, epproved "y Co
press on June 14, 1777, were firast fic
gd over Fort Stanwix, N, ¥, en su=
gust 3 of that year, Other historians|
guy the flag was not carried in battle |
until the battle of Brandywine was
fought, on Beptember 11. A late in-
vestigator has tepudiated all three of
these versions and insists there is no
evidence that Revolutionary soldiera|
parried the officially approved emblem
before 1781, |
!

|

The conflict at Cooch's Bridge, or
Iron Hill, resulted when 1700 Amer-
lcans sought to bar the British ad-
vanee, But the enemy appeared in|
such force that the Americans had to
retire, losing forty killed and wounded.
The British burned Cooch’s mill.

Washington at this time organized
a corps of light troops, consisting of
100 from each brigade. who, by thelr
tapid movements, were expected tni
harass the ensmy.

Troublesome Problems in the Army

Washington sought in vain to com-

gite Is marked by a bronze tablet at- 4
tached to a dwelling on West street, |

men may step to it with east, withour

pel the commissaries to provide the
gdaneing along or totally disregarding |

| troops with hard brend. He reprimand-

the music, which hoas been too often
the cage" I
Mareh Through Philadelphis
At 4 o'clock the
army left Nicetown, and a few hours |
luter passed through the clty. |
Amidst the bewtldering variety of ae-
coutrement displayed, an effort was
made fto maintaln unlformity in

|man wore a sprig of green in his hat.

Washington, accompanied by Lafay-
| ette, rode at the head of the line, and
| then followed the divislons of Creene.
Stephien. Lincoln and Lord Stirling, |
about 10,000 men in all |

Crossing the Schuylkill, the army
marched down Darby road, through
Chester, and crossed the state line Into
Delaware, encamping on the hills about
Wilmington.

There Washington made preparations
te endeavor to halt the advance of the |
§ British army, which had landed froin |
the vesséls at the head of Chesapeaks |
Bay, in Margland. Head of Elk was the
| name given to the region at that time.

In Ister yeurs It has been called

Elkton.

]

i (Copyright 1927 by Edward W. Hocker) |
= o |

next moming the §

at ,
| least one particular namely, that every .

between Third and Fourth,

Washington’s aceount books note the
payment on August 27 of £63, 12s to
George Forsyth, of Wilmington, for
| lodging.

AgsemDbling (he MiHtia

Caesar Rodney had been assembling
the Delaware militia near the Head of
Elk, and he had a force of about 400.
They pressed into service all the teams
available and carried away most of the
provisions and food supplies, so that
little fell Into the hands of the British,

Caesar Rodney was the great patriotic
leader of Delaware's people, His ride
from Dover to Philadelphia, in July,
| 1776, to cast the deciding vote in the
| Continental Congress for the Declarn-
| tion of Independence, rivaled the ride

¢ 0of Paul Revere as a stirring and mo-
4| mentous episode of American history. |

| Delaware has memorialized Rodney
with a fine equestrian statue in Wil- |
mington.

Washington directed
militia, in conjunction with the militia
of Maryland, tc harass the enemy |
whenever possible, disable mills, with-
draw vehicles and pick off stragglers.
They were also asked to provide thirty
or forty guides for the army,

The Pennsylvania militia, to the
number of 3000, from Chester and Lan-
caster Countles, also jolned the army,
under command of Ceneral Arm-
strong.

To endeavor by personal observation
to learn the enemy’s strength and in-
tentions. Washington, on August 26

the Delaware |

|}

| with which théy had to make their

| waateful

¢d them for giving the soldiers flour,

This was found to be
and also injurious to the
health of the men, for the kind of
bread most of them made was hardly
tligestible, But after a few days the
commander found it expedient to an-
nounce in general orders that it was
impragticable to provide hard bread.

The general orders also allude with
regret to charges that American sol-
dlers had plundered residents of the
neighborhood, even though they were
allled with the American cause.

On September 5 sutlers were warned
not to encourage drinking by the Sol-
diers, and regimental commanders were
directed to punish those who drank tol
excess “Muny soldiers,” the general |
orders read., “make a practice of get-|
ting drunk regularly once a day.”

Meanwhile  the German sasuxiliary
troops withh the British army busled
themselves gathering up catile and
horses. On BSeptember 3 Lieutenant
General Enypbausen's reports showed
he hed collected 508 head of horned
cattle, 1000 sheep and 1000 horses, but
he found less than half the horses fit
for work,

Into Pennsylvania Again 4

For two weeks the opposing armies
Iny within eight or ten miles of each
other. Seeing that he was not favor-
nbly stationed to endeavor to intercept
Howe's progress toward Philadelphia,
Washington, on September 9, moved
his forces northward, across the Penn-

= ——

own bread.




Brandywing Creek, the PEritish also
.-,mcwecl northward, across the Pennayl-'
 vania line, and took post near Eennett
'| Bguare.

| erosging the Brandywine and gaining

Brandywine Creek at Chadd’s Ford.
This ford was one of the main high-

ways toward Philadelphia, and by ¢on-

trolling it Washington hoped to pre-

vent the progress of the Ioe toward the
caplitul.

In the house of Benjamin Ring, on
the Baltimore road east of Chadd’s
Foudl, Washington established Lis “:ead-
gquarters. The house still stands, and
has 'long been a privately conducted
museum, which many tourists visit.

Beajamin Ring walted five months
for compensation for the occupancy of
his house. February 7, 1778, while the
American army was at Valley Forge,
there is an entry in Washington's ac-
cotnts of the payment of £22, 10s to
Benjainin Ring, of Brandywine,

Here on the banks of the Bre' dy-
wine on September 11 was foughti the
battle Srhich decided the fate of Phila-
uelpm’vl

B
i
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No. 7
The Batlle of the Drandywine

Immediately following the Amer-
fcan army’'s change of position in Sep-
tember, 1777, from Delaware into
Pennsylvania, at Chadd's Ford, on

On the 11th a force of 4000 or 5000 |

| German troops, under General Kny- |
phauaen attacked the Americans at the
[ ford. Supposing that here the issue
of the day would be decided, Wash-
ington massed his troops to prevent
the crossing of the Brandywine by the
enemy. |
But the British attack was merely a
felnt. While it was in progress Lord
Cornwallis, with a large part of the
British army, made a wide detour west-
| ward and northward for the purpose of

the renr of the American army.

There were numerous fords along the
stream, and American militia detach- |
ments were detalled to guard several of |
these fords north of Chadds ford,

Cornwallis' forces continued north-
ward, past the point where the Brandy-
wine divides into two forks. They
found Trimble's ford, on the West
Branch, unguarded. Here they crossed
and continued on to Jefferis' ford, on
the other branch of the Brandywine,
two miles west of the present borough
of West Chester. Here also they en-
countered no opposition in crossing.

Not until Cornwallis had gained the
left bank of the Brandywine was he
discovered by anyone sufficiently ip-
|\erested In the American cause to make
an effor{ to warn Washingfon of the|
peril. 1

Thomas Cheney, & justice of the
peace, rode at brenkneck speed across
country and brought Washingion news
of the plan to entrap him and his
army. !

All the while the battle had con-
tinued at Chadds ford and apparently
the Americans were successiul in pre-
venting the effort of Enyphausen's
forces 1o Cross.
| The Fight at the Meeting House

Washington pow hastily dispatehed
| reinforcements northward toward Bir-
‘mingham Friends' Meeting house,
Cornwallis, from Osborne's Hill, south
(9f West, Chester, saw ihe ‘Americans

sylvania line, taking post south of the

hastily forming to give him battle.
Lmkmg through his fleld glasses he is
said to have remarked: “How well
those rebels form!”

Soon the battle raged about the old
meeting house of the Quakers, one of
whose principal tenets is abhorrence of
war. But the Americans could do little
more than prevent the deifeat from
developing into a rout. !

Between the meeting house and.
Dilworthtown the Virginia brigades of
General Muhlenberg and General Wee-
don held back the British advance long |
enough to permit the main body of the |
Americans to escape, Al one time |
Muhlenberg's brigade nlone opposed all |
of Cornwallls’ army. ‘The former par-|
|son led his men in desperate hand-to- |
| hand bayonet fighting and was so close
| to the British lines that he was readily
recognized by his antagonlsts.

Lafayette, serving as a volunteer, was
shot in the leg while endeavoring te
rally the Americans, and Count Pulaski
evinced hls capacity as a leader by the
brilliant work of his 300 cavalrymen,
A terracotta 1w anument marks the place
where Lafayefte fell, and, a tall shaft
in his memory stands la the burial
ground adjoining the meeling house.

Eleven thousand Americans were en-
gaged in the battle, while the British
force numbered 15,000, The Americans
lost about 1000 in killed, wounded ancd
prisoners, while the British loss was
given as 578,

The Legend of Lord Perey

One of the numerous picturesque huhf
unverified legends of the American !
Revolution is that which tells about
Lord Percy's participation in the battle
of the Brandywine.

The story goes that as he came upon
the field with the British army he de-
¢clared he had seen thie gpot In a dream
and knew he would meet his death
there. He was killed In the battle, the
legend continues. And there are
neighborhood traditions which identify
the place of his burial.

Yet those who seek dispassionately
to separate myth from truth in Amers
ican history declare there 1s no evi-
dence that any Lord Percy fought with
the British at Brandywine, The records
of the British war office contaln ho
such npme ameng the Britlsh oficers
of Howe's army., The death of so con- |
spicuous A nobleman  undoubtedly
would have been officially reported.
Yet there 18 no such report. Further-
more the Lord Percy of that period died (
in 1817 and is buried in Westminster
Abbey. |

Some investigators have been willing
to grant that perhaps one of the
numerous illegitimate children of an|
Earl Percy fought In the battle, |

Markers and Memurials

The old meeting house about which |
the battle waged still stands, Within |
1ts walls many of the wounded found
refuge.

Bronwze tablets mark the notable
sites of the battlefield, having been
placed there by the Chester County
Historical Boclety and the Pennsylvania
Historical Commission. Numerous ef-
forts have been made to convert the
battlefield into a state park and thus
assure its preservation, but so far these
endeavors have been In valn.

The British remained i possessinn
af the fleld the night of the 11th, while
the Amerlcan army retreated toward
the Delaware.

From Chester late that night Wash-|
ington transmitted his report of the |
battle to Congress.

After the Battle

Large numbers of the American
wounded fell inty the hands of the
‘British. ‘The efforts of thelr surgeons

were taxed to take care of thelr o

wounded, so General Howe pmtmq
| Washington to send Dr. Benjamin
,Rush physician gmml and a num-
ber of other American surgeons wll'.‘uln
the British lines td attend {o the

wounded American soldlers,

The night after the battle General ||

Howe sent a detachment of British into
Wilmington. John McKinley, president
of Delaware, was taken prisoner at mid-
night in his home, and a sloop was
filled with ioot seized in the town. The
following day a ilarge detachment of
British troops occupied Wilmington,

many of tneir men wounded at Brandy-
wine being brought there. Two British
men of war took position before the
city.

Peter Muhlenberg, the Rev, Dr, Henry
Melchior Muhlenberg, the famous
Lutheran pioneer. On September 11
he wrote in his diary that he had
“heard hard and long continued ecan-
nonading.” 'The following day, learn-
ing of the defeat of the American army
and the likelthood of British invasion,
he closed his record thus:

“Now, Pennsylvanlia, bend the neck
and supplicate the Lord thy God."

|
At Trappe, in the Perklomen valley,
nearly twenty-five miles from the bat- |
tleficld, dwelt the father of General |
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Consequences of the Brandywine Battle

After the defeat at Brandywine, Sep-

‘tember 11, 197, tne Ameriean army
moved in the direction of Chester,
spending the night near that place.
| Washington and his stafl arrived in
| Chester at 11 o'clock that night, They
i went, to a tavern, where Adjutant Gen-
ieral Timothy Pickering wrote the dis-
patch to Congress recounting the
events of the day. After some emenda-
|tions of an optimistic character by
|"Washington, the missive was forwarded,
Just wherg this dispatch was written
I hag been a matter of some controversy.

| A tablet on the Washington House, in y

| Ohester, declared that here Washing-
ton stopped that night and wrote the

imessage. However, Pickering wrote that|

| they made their stop at Withy's tavern,
and on a visit to Chester, about 1807,

1he identified this tavern, known as the |
It was not the place

Columbia Hotel.
known in later years as the Washing-
ton House. The Columbia Hotel was
removed about & half century ago.
Ashmead’s History of Delaware Coun=

ty says that after sending the dispatel
to Congress Washington spent the |
night at the house of John Mcnvnln.l-

in the present village of Lelperville.
Again in Camp at Falls of Schuylkill
On the 12ith the army marched to

| Darby and then crossed the Schuylkill]

on the one bridge at Philadelphia, con-

tinuing the march to the lofmer camp=§
| ground near Falls of Schuylkill, on mei

present Queen lane reservolr site,

Meanwhile alarm and anxiety spreads

throughout Philadelphisz and the ad-
Jucent country.

On the day of the battle at Brandy-
wine the Supreme Executive Couneil
of Pennsylvania ordered all slores
closed in Philadelphia, and every man
capable of bearing arms was directed
to report for duty at 2 P. M.

Pennsylvania.

ﬁ

More militla were ordered out in

The battalions of Colonels Hetster,
|Corsey, Antes and Dean were to ren-




town now i, This was one of the
principul fords on the Schuylkill, snd
it was expected that the British would
seek to cross there In thelr endeavor to
take Philadelphia,
Redoubts were thrown

up qt

[ford, and Colonel Bradford was asked
i to send two or more twelve-pounders
ta this "important pass.”

Every able-bodied man In Berks
| County was notified to turn out. Those

who had no arms weré to bring axes,
spades and entrenching tools, Three
| battalions from this county were order-
'ed 1o joln the force at Swedes ford, and
| two other battallons were to march to
{ Philadelphia.

The fourth and fifth classes of the
lBucks County militis and the fifth and
| sixth clagseés of the Philadelphia city
militin were all summoned for service,
as well as additional classes from York,
Laneaster, Northumberland and Ches-\
ter countles.

Boats in the Schuylkill were hauled
on land. The money and papers in the
public loan office and the books of the
State Library were taken to Easton.

Liberty Bell Removed

On  Bunday, September 14, Colonel|
Flower was directed to employ car-
penters and take down the bells of all
public buildings in the city.

On the 18th the Liberty bell and the)
chimes of Christ Church were loaded

m farmers' wagons and conveyed |
out through Cermantown and Chest-|
nut Hill and thence over the Bethle-
hem road to Allentown, arriving there
on September 24. !

In Allentown the bells were concealed |
in the cellar of Zion Reformed Church,
| where they remained in safety until

the following year. !

Meanwhile such of the wounded of
the American army as could be moved
were taken In wagons to Ephrata, Lan- [
céster County, or to Bethlehem, on the |
Lehigh River. In both of these places|
were preat community bhulldings which |
were sdapted Tor hospital purposes.

Ephrata was the home of the celibate
Beventh-day Brethten, who had bullt
Iarge wooden community houses which
il stand, though the community was |
discontinued long ago. }

The Wounded in Bethlehem

In Bethlehem the Moravians had
their chief settlement, and there, too,
were large structures used for schools
and for the homes of the different|
‘groups of members, ‘

To Bethlehem General Lafayette was
taken, to recover from the effects of his
wound, under the ministrations of the
I Moravians.

_ The journals of the Morayians tell of
the bringing of the wounded to Beth-|
feliem. The Moravians protested |
tpgainst Lhe occupancy of thelr hum:l-I
‘ings, but they were told that they must |
‘apcommodate themselves to meet the |
situation. i

Already on September 7 a group of |
British prisoners were transferred rromt
Reading to Bethlehem. I

On the 16th thirty-six wagons ar |
rived with American stores that hs.{.l
been moved from French Creek, Ches-
‘Ler County, upon the approach of me
British.

‘The following day eame thirty-elght_
more wagons carrying sick and wound-
|ed soldlers, More wagons with similar
|| burdens arrived every day for some;
¥ time,
The Moravians vacated thelr Single
|Brothers’ House, the men resident
‘-\&alwwg .up their m m thqi

the'_

! ‘degvous at Swedes mrcf where !’Q'c:crrh;-“P Moravian mmunit'fes at Nazareth and

elsewhere. The house then became the |
main militery hospital,
wounded were also placed in the Sun
Tavern.

Lafayette arrived on Sunday, the '
21st. In the interval since the battle, |
on the 11th, he had been in Bristol, Inl
Bucks County. Genersl William Wood-
ford accompanied Lafayette to Bethle-l
hem. Quarters were found for Lafay-
ette In a private house, and he remain- |
ed there for a month.

Hospital at Ephrata

Peter Miller, known as Father Jabesz,

was the prior of the Ephrata com- '
munity in 1777. He was the successor |
of Conrad Beissel, the founder, undar
| whose leadership the brotherhood had
prospered for many years, Miller was
| one of the learned men of his day, the
| friend of Thomas Jefferson and i mem- |
ber of the American Philosophiecal Bo-
| clety. At Jefferson's request, it 1s sald,
| Miller translated the Declaration of In-
| dependence into all the European lan-
guages.

Tradition says about 200 men wound-
ed at Brahdywine died at the Ephratna
cloister. Camp fever broke cut in the
hospital, as it did In most of the other

military hospitals of that time, and it |/

created great havoc, Dr. Harrlson,
of the surgeons, died of the fever,

The hospltal was continued until the
spring of 1778, when 300 survivors left
to return to the army.

The dead soldiers were burled in the
cemetery on Mount Zion, the name
which the brethren had given to a hill
on their grounds. For years the only
marker at the graves was a board with
an inscription in German telling that
the remains of many soldiers rested
there.

In 1843 residents of Ephrata formed
an organizetion to place a memorlal
at the graves of the Revolutlonary sol-
diers. The cornerstone of a monument
was lald September 11, 1845, Governor
Francis R. Shunk making an address
In English and German.,

Twao persons were present who had
personal recollections of the hospital at
the cloister In 1777, One was Miss
Hannah Scott, of New Brunswick, N, J.,!
daughter of a surgeon at the hospital,
(Bhe was 12 years old when she spent |
‘the winter of 1777-8 with her family
{at Ephrata, Another in the assemblage |
was Jacoh Angus, then B0 years old,
who was a resident of the cloister in
1777 and remembered the bringing of
the wounded to Ephrata In army am-
bulances and wagons with shelves on
each slde,

More then a half cenfury elapsed be-
| fore the Ephrata monument was com-
| pleted. The monument association
| maintained its organization, but not
| until the Pennsyivania Legislature in
| 1801 appropriated $5000 for the monu-
ment was it possible to complete the
| work begun in 1845. i
{ A granite obelisk thirty-nine feet |
high was reared on Mount Zion, and it |
was dedicated on May 1, 1802, addresses
being deliversed by Governor Willlam A. |
Stone, former Governor Robert E. Pat-
tison, H. A. Stober and General John
E. Roller. If

Preparing for Another Battle !

Back at its old campground at Falls
of Sechuylkill, following the battle of
the Brandywine, the American army |
spent Sunday, September 14, In clean- |
ing arms and equipment. Ammunition
was issued to provide forty rounds for
every man. It was reallzed another
battle would probably have to be
fought for the defence of Philadelphia, |
{ On this day Washington in general

one

Bome of the !

at Brandyw!ne

Purthermore Congress showed its a.p-
preciation by presenting the army with
thirty hogshead of rum. Washington
directed that each officer and man|
‘should receive one gill daily as long as
Ithe supply lasted,
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. The Paoll “Massacre”

i Affer two days' rest in the camp &b

Falls of Schuylkil!, the army. on Sep-
tember 16, 1777, marched up along the,
| south bank® of the Schuylkill’ Biver as
far as Matson's ford, where Consho-
hocken now 1. There the Iroops:
crossed, the water being up to thel
'| walsts.
.| They marched southwestward o the
junction of the Swedesford road with
the old Lancaster road, at Warren Tay:
ern, nérth of where the town of Mal
;| vern now lis.

Here¢ Waghington hoped to interposc
his foroe: Jpetween the British and Phil-
ade!plﬂa. ‘and preparations were madi |
for battle.

Rain Prevenls a nattie 5

The Brl&luln army remained In thi
nelghborhood of the Brandywine fielt
after the battle, but on the 18th thi
{|main body of the Britlsh, under Gen:
'Iﬁml Cornwdllls, marched northward b:

way of the Turks Head Tavern, now

' West Chester, and Goshen Meeting

| House, toward the Lancaster roed.
Here, between the Warren and Whitc
Horse tayverns, northwest of the preseni

| town of Malvern, on the afternoon o
the 16th some fighting occurred betweer
| detaohménts of the two armies. Nio
'Amerlcalp were killed, a captain wa
wounded and a cinnon and thirteer
prisoners- fell into the hands of the
Britishi|

A sévere rainstorm swept over th
| two arm!.u and dampened the ammu-
nitlon of the Americans so that the)
were compelled to leave the field, mov-
ing to Yellow Bprings. )

Yellow Springs, now known ze Ches
ter Springs, wid @ popular resort fo
"taking the waters” in early days, cer:
{tain dprihgs in that locallty being,
| highly  esteemed for their medictnal’

value,

| " "Here the' troops arrived st 10 P. M.
| amidst & beating rain., No tents were
at hand, for the wagons with the tents
nne baggage had been detached from
the army, when a battle seemed im-
minent, and they had not accompanied
the troops on their march to Yellow
| Bprings. :

An unysual thing about the rain-
storm, of Beptember 16 is that it re-
celved iention In Washington's finan-
elal acgounts. An entry for that dii
tells that Washington paid “§fr. Malin
£7. 10s “for the use of his house ang
trouble (rainy day)."

Once more Washington's considera-
| tion for'those he was comipelled o in-
| ponvenience is indicated. 'The sum
paid was more than the amount usu-
ally given for opne ddy's occ\x[&unc} af
the house, but no doubt Washington
renliged what the wumen of the house-
hold thought of the way he mnd hi
gtaft “tracked up" the interlor with
thejr muddy boots.

At French Creek

‘The next day, the 17th, the Army
continued 1ts march eight miles farthel
weat, to Warwlok Furnace, on’ Fre

Croek, u tepot of supplies; in' the
_ N‘numia Hliﬂ‘n and within a ;mu
. Lo & -_-,._EQEWF_ border;




.

| other supplies wer mwﬁ thete, wmx

the landing of the British it was feared
the depot n‘&a In danger, Suspicions
that the Torfes of the vicinity might
muke Wi attack led to'an appeal to the
Supreme Executive Councll for a mili-
tary guard early In ‘September.

The troops were greatly fatigued on
§ their arrival at Warwick Furnace, flood-
ed creeks addlng to the hardships of
the march. . {

The lack of clothing had becomie dis- !
turbing. On the 16th, while at Buck
Tuvern, Washington had appealed to
| the Supreme Executlve Council of the
state for blankets. But the Council re-
plied that it had no suthority to seize
blankets, whereas the general did have
such power, and, anyway, scarcely any
blankets remained in Philadelphia. The'
Counell suggested that it ‘would
probably be easier to lochte blankets 1o
| Ohester County than in Philadelphia.

The British nlso suffered many incon-
venlenges because of the heavy rains
and the deep mud and flooded creeks,
There were few houses or barns in
which the soldiers could geck shelter.
Many of them suffered from fever and !
wgue.
| Night Attack on Wayne's Frrce

From the American camp on French
| Creelk General Anthony Wayne was de~
tached ‘on September 17, with 1500
men, to go back to the neighborhood
where a Dbattle had narrowly been
averted pand cling clese to the enemy,
harassing them In any way possible
and endéavoring to cut off their bag-
Bage treins. - The purpose was to re-
tard the progress of the British to the
Schuylkill while the Amerlcans were
recouping their energies,

The following day the British moved
eastward on the Bwedesford road inte
{ Tredyitrin Township, Chester County,
lcamping In the nelghborhood of How-

ellville and Centerville, |
i Wayne meanwhile had established |
his camip four miles to the west, c:ase
to the prEsont borbugh ‘of Malvern. He |
endeavored to keep his position a
‘secret from the eneniy, but the British |

soon lenrned where he was, being in-
formed, It 1s sald, by residents of the
nelghborhood.

Here Wayne 'wns In a country with
which he was familiar, for his home
was but thrée miles to the southeaat.!

| The house still stinds, on Sugartown |
'oad, near Paoli, Seven generations of
‘he Wayne family have dwelt within |
5 subsatantial stone walls. !

Wayne thought the time propitious |
‘or 'a general attack upon the British

ind wrote to Washington urging such

an undertaking.

" Informsation that ihe British con-
i emplated an gttack upon him reached

Nayne. The night of the 20th his men
lept upon thelr arms, and the camp
vus prepared for defence, Notwith-
‘tanding this, a British detachment,
inder General Gray, suddenly over-
vhelined the Americans, and amidst
he darkness and confusion Wayne's
orce suffered severely.

General Gray had with him two regi-
nents of infantry, two troops of dra-
oons and o battalion of lght infan-

ry, I is eald the filnts were previous-
fy removed from the muskets of the
plilers so they would be under the
1eceskity of making o silent attack with
he bayonet and the saber.

. Litfle eifectunl defence could be of-
| ‘ored, but Wayne : “to rally the
‘treater part of his force and retreat to'

he White Horse tavern, on Lancaster
wd, Aosing elght wagonlonds of ‘his
and a guantity of arms and
numttons |
|| In the confliet 180 Americans were’,
[ lled and wounded. The British loss
&as reported as eight killed.

Mmera of the nelghborhood the fol-
nwmg day burted the bodies of ffty-

{ of Wiyne’s men found Iying'
About their campground,

The Paoll Memorials

Because of the nature of the attack
ind the savage usé of the bayonet, to-
. gether with the allegations that wound-
d men were ruthlessly slain, the af-
alr was terméd the Paoll Massacre.

Paagll was then the nearest village,.
ohree miles away. Malvern has sinee.
ome into existence In thé immediate
vicinity of the scene of the conflict,
[ Two monuments now mark the
| scene, ands the ground, wmprislng':

wenty-three acres, {8 public property,
[ It whs sét apart in’ 1817 as & pamde'
i {rround for the military organizations
sf Chester County: but after the re-
brganization ' of the National Guard of'
‘-'ennéylvanm in the geéventibs, 1t was
10 longer requlrmd for such purposes,
el finally, in 1004, the CHester Coun-
y eourt’ gave the Paoll Memorial Asso-
dtation cuatod} of the grounds.

In 1817 the Republican Artillerists of
{Zhester County erected a montiment
o miark the place where the victlms of
she conflict were burled. This is one
af the oldest monuments of the Rev-
Nutionary War, JIn the course of years
t was badly defaced by visitors, wha
hipped off pleces of the sténe as
iouvenirs. Now relic-seekers are kept
it o distance by an iron fence.

Alongside the memorial are two can-
non which were recavered from' French
Creek at Warwlek Furnace, in 18586,
These weapons were cast at the time
af the Revolution and were sunk in
«he Creek upon the approach of thel
British.

A second monument on the  Paoli
ground, much larger than thé first, was
rected In 1877 at the time of the cen-
tennlal observarice. At that time Wayne
\IacVeagh wils, the arator, and Gover-
qor John F. Haftranft purticlpated in
| the celdbration,

mmtena.nce of the grmmc]u has been
‘made possible by an appropriation of
810,000 from the Fennsylvania Legis-
lgture in 1905, and another approprin-
tion of $15,000 In 1919,

For many yeats there was an aniunl
comimemoration of “Puoll Day” on the:
grounds. r :

Colonel Humpton, an officer in’
Wayne's detachment, lodged charges,
against Wayne that le had falled to
adopt adequale precautions sgainst o
surprise. A court martlal was held
sone weeks later, when the matter was
fully reviewed, with the result that a
complete vindication was. atcorded to
General Wayne, '

Retreating from the scene of the at- |
tack, Wayne rejoined the main body
of the army, which had crossed the
Schuylkill River at Parker's ford, on

September 10, entering into what was
[then Philadelphia but s now Mont-
gomery County,

Washington fenred the British had
| deslgns upon the American stores at

{Reading, and he endeavoved to take |
post where He would be able to move

either toward Reading or Philndelphia,
a8 cccaslon warranted,

(Copyright 1927 by Edward W. Hocker)
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The British Enter Philadelphia

After the American forces, under
Geperzl ‘Washingtcn, had crossed from
7he south te the north bank of the
3chuylkill at Parker’s ford, September
19, 1777, they marched to the Ridge
‘oad, the main highway from Phila-
delphia to Reading. Along thls road
they camped from Trappe southward
1s far as the nelghborhood cf the vil-
\age of Evansburg, south of Perkiomen
Jreek,

Washington’s thought apparently was:
0 try to guard the fords along the river
s far as Bwedes' ford, now Norrlatown,
shere Pennsylvania milltin was sta-
doned.

On the 21st Washington was at the
Jouse of Jamés Vaux, near the Schuyl-
Zill' at Fatland ford, observing the
movements of the foe, on the south side
af the river.

There is a tradition that Washingtcn
ipent the night there, and that Um‘l-i
arnd Howe was a guest ot the same |
house the following night. Sometimes
the story is modified to limit the stay
if ‘the two officers to a single mea.ltlme.l

The only entry of payments in Wash- |
ngton's account books about this t.irrmI
‘s for September 19, when the com-|
nander breakfasted at Mrs. Kennedy's, |
it Fatland' ford, end paid her £3, 10&\|
‘or “sundries and trouble: causef.™

Dr. Muhlenberg's Dia-y

At Trappe, or Providence, as the
‘ownship was named, lived the Rev. Dr.
Jenry Melchior Muhlenberg, the famous
sloneer minister of the Lutheran
hurch, whose church' still stands as)
yre of the notable religious landmarks
f America. During nearly ‘'all his life
n America Dr. Muhlenberg kept #
journal. The original manuscripts are
20w in the Krauth Memorial Library,
it the Lutheran Theologioal Seminary,
Mount Airy, Philadelphia.

Dr. Muhlenberg's entries at the period
when both armies were in the neigh-
sorhood of his home and It secmed.
hat a battle might be fought at Trappe
wre Interesting and illuminating.

The wife and child of his son Peter,
vho had vacated his pulpit in Virginia
o become an officer under Washington,
vere then living with Dr. Muhlcnbnrg.|

On September 12 wagons conveying.
e Philadelphia Quakers suspected of
lisloyalty to Virginia passed through
Crappe. |

Beveral hundred bagzage wagons af |
she army encamped near Trappe on
he 156th. They had been sent thither
yhen a conflict seemed imminert bes
ween the two armles In Chester
ounty. The firing whichgwas expect-
d to open that battle was heard at
he Muhlenberg home, and the journal
nentions the heavy rains of the 15Uk,
t6th and 17th.

On the 18th the Americans, after
ording the Schuylkill, appeared at
Crappe, Dr. Muhlenberg making this
ntry in his journal:

“We had news that the British troops
m the other side of the Schuylkill had
narched down toward Providence, and
vith a telescope we could see their
amp. In consequence of this the
American army, four miles from us,
ofded the SBchuylkill breast high and
:ame upon the Philadelphia road at
Augustus Church,

“His Excellency, General Washington,
was with the troops in person, who
narched past here to the Perklomen.

"“The procession lasted the whaole
1ight, and we had numerous visits from
fficers, wet breast high, who had to
march In this condltfon the whole
right, cold and damp as It was, and to




0 ‘bear Hunger and thirst at the same |

\ || time. ‘This robs them of coursge abd
health, and instead of prayers from

| many we hea.r the dreacdful national
evil, curses.’

On the 20th the women of the Muh-
llenberg famlily baked bread twice and
:f distributed 1t and cther food among the

gick and feeble in the army. Fugl-
| tives from Philadelphia also claimed
' the hospitality of the minister.
| Dr. Muhlenberg and his family were

urged to flee as it was expected that
| the vicinity of their home would be-
| come the scene of a battle. Henry E.
| Muhlenberg, a son, with his wifé and
lehild, who were staying at Trappe, did
(conclude to eccntinue thelr journey
]:omc miles fartheér, to New Harover.

Dr. Muhlenberg wanted his sickly wife
to accompany the son's family, “but
ghe was 110t to be persuaded,” says the
journal, “but would rather live, suffer
and die with me in Providence."

The Brivish Cross the Schuylkill

Some ¢f the Pennsylvania militla
were guartered In the neighborhood of
Trappe during this period, but on 8ep-
tember 22 the main body of the army

moved westward and went into camp,
en the hills northesst of the present
borough of Pottstown, in New Han-
over, Frederick and Pottsgrove Town-|
thips. The same dny the sick were
gent on to Readirg.

Thus the way was left open for the
British to cross the Schuylkill to the.
north side and march toward Phlladel- |
phia, whidh they promptly did. l

Washingbcn's move westward seems
‘g have been prompted by the fear that
| thie British would try to take Reading,
hwhere the Amerionns had large stores.
When part of the British army ad-
‘vanced westward on the south bank of
the Schuylkill as far as Phoenixville,
this terded to confirm Washington's
fears.

There was considerable slckness from
fever and ague among the British, fol-
lowing the long continued rains.

While wthey were still in  Chester
County, squth of the Schuylkill, the
Britidéh made raids on the Amerlcan
powder mills, at French Creek, which
were burned, and on the American

storen at Valley Forge, where they |
‘seized 3B00 barreis of flour, soap and
vandles, twenty-five barrels of horse-
(slioes, several thousand tomohawks,
kettles, entrerching tools and twenty
hogshead of rum,

The mentich of tlie tomehawks re-
calls that some Indians were with the
“American Torces, though there is also
‘evidence that certain battallons of
riflemen carried tomahawks.

The forge which gave the name to
the reglon along Valley Creek, destired
'a few months later to assume a prom-
{inent place In American histcry, was
(burged by the ralders. The American
guards fled in haste over the Bchuyl-
‘Kkill when the British appeared.

A party which Lord Cornwallls sent
lout in search of horses confiscated 150
‘round about Newtown 8quare. Cattle
, were also sought, but the reports were
that few were found, they having evi-
dently been driven off by the farmers,
upon the approach of the army.

On September 22 and 23 the British
army ctossed the Bohuylkill to the
‘horth side at Gordon's ford, now Phoen-
1;?!&3’,'111;! Fatland Ford, at Valley

Ugm ferding the river the British
was halted for an hour to permit
the men to dry their clothes.

margh was resumed, and at
‘&he 23d the army went into

f

high rosd extending to within a haif
mile of | ﬁw}edea ford, at the lower end
of the present borough of Ncrristown,

The American militia abandoned their
ent.rmz&:.ments at Swedes' ford, and
two of their eighteen-pourd cannon

fell into the hands of the British. The

cannon were not even spiked. indicat-

ing the.precipitous flight of the mil-
itia.
Here'ihe British also captured four

(wagohs -containing ammunition and

liguor intended for the American army.

On the march ta Norrington General

‘{Howe’s men set fire to the tavern of
‘Colonel: Archibald Thompson, west of

larmy, wrote in his diary on September

Norrlngton where the village of Jef- |Maryland, Virginia and New Jersey,

fersonville now is. Colonel Thompson
was an American militia officer.

The home of another militia officer,
Colonel John Bull, at Norrington, be- |
came - General Howe's headquarters,

Captain Montressor, of the British

2¢: “The'Township of Norrington Is
very rebellious. All the manufactures |
about this country seem tfo consists of |
powder, hail, shot and canton, fire|
arms and swords."”
The Foe in Germantown

On the 25th the British marched In
two columns toward Phlladelphia by
way of Germantown rcad, entering Ger-
mantown at 11 A. M.

The following day Lord Cornwalis,
with two battalions of Britich troops,
the Hesslan Grenadiers, dragoons and |

‘artillery, tcok possession of the city of !

Philadelphia.

Congress, realizsing: that the enemy
would take the capital, adjourned on
acptember 18, to wmeet. at Lancaster oun |
[the 27th. From Lancaster Lungrcss
moved to York, Pa., where its ses:lors
| were continued during the time of the
| British cccupancy of Philadelphia. |
| American Army at Pottsgrove {
| The American army remained at
| Camp Pottsgrove, on the hills nrar|
Potistown, from September 22 to 26. |
Where Washington had his heudqunr—|
ters during that time is not altogether |
certain. I
the house of Colonel Thomas Potts, a|
| militia commander, which houge in re-
lgent times has béen the Mill Park Hotel,
But it has also beéen asserted that the
commeander stayed with the famniiy of
Colonel Frederick Antes. another mil-|
itia commeander, in I'rederick Town-
ship.

Washington's accounts show the pay- |
ment of £5, 108 on September 26 10|
*“William Antin,” which may mean |
William Antes. !

Lack of shoes and clothlng was #r-
ripusly felt in the army, foreshadowing
the dire suffering of the ensuing winter. |
On the 22nd Washington sent his aid,
| Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Hamil-
|ton, to Philadelphia to “procure from
the inhabitants contributions of blank-
ets and clothing materials to answer
t.hc purpose of both.”

Pennsylvania's Indifference

Wsashington apparently was in a
|mood of dejection about this time, for,
following the reverses at Brandywine
and Paoll, the enemy had captured the
capital of the new nation. It was on
the 23d that Washington wrote the
| often guoted letter in which he accused
the Inhabltants of this part of Penn-
|s¥lvania of being disaffected “to a
| mn "

The letter was dated “At Cn.mp Potts-
grove,” and was addressed to the
President of Congress. It explained
thst Howe's army had made the passs

|
|
|
|

|nge of the Bchuylkill and had. entered
Pi;ﬂarlalpma without opposition from

because Washingson

|coutd not obtain tne least intelligence

‘about the movement:

scontemptible than those of Pem:syl

‘people of Pennsylvania were extortion-

Bometime it is sald he was al |

or foe !mm.
the people living in t m:f:;: : [

Evidence that the eummander in
chief wias not unduly pessimtstlc may
be found In a letter which Timothy
Pickcring adjutant general of the
American army, wrote at Camp Potts-
grove on September 25. He addressed

! his brother in these words:

“Here we are in fact in an enemy’s
country. I am told upwards of 65000
meén are enrolled in the militia of Penn-
sylvania, Yet we have not 2000 in the
field. and these aré of little worth and
constantly deserting.”

He suld militia were arriving from

but added that “no militia can be more

(vanis and Delaware.” i

Pickering wos amazed that the pecpie !
of Pennsylvania did not rise to block
Howe's march. Such indifference to
the presence of an enemy could not
hayve occurred in New England, he de-
clared, adding: "I rejoice that I can
call that my country.” !

Purthermore, he charged that the |

-y

ers, refused to accept the paper money |
of the nation and would not even sup-
ply the wounded with provislons except |
for ' eoln. As a consequence the
surgeons had to carry supplies of pro-
Vislons from the army to the wounded.,
Nevertheless the American com- |
mander and his officers had nut.i
abandoned the thought of making |
another attatk upon the British, cvenl
| though the foe was in possession of |

| Phlladelphia, y
P — e ¥go
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The Battle of Germantown

From {ts Pottsgrove camp the Amer-
ican army on September 26 was moved
several miles eastward, golng Into camp
on both sldes of Perklomen Creek in
the reglon where the borough of |
Bchwenksyville now is. This was the|
upper terninus of ulie Skippack road, !
which afforded a direct approach to
Cermantown, wlhere the British army
was then 1o camp,

Home Y000 Continental troops arrived
at the Perkliomen by 4 P. M. The mill—|
tlo, numbering perhaps 2000, remained
ut Trappe, on the main road from |
Philadelphin to Reading, north o:r
Perklomen Creek, !

An old chroniele relates, regarding |
the camp at Schwenksville, that before |
night all the fences had been pulled|
down and used for firewood, the farms-
ers’ hay and straw disappesred and
thelr fowls were seized, all but a few
old hens, too tough to eat.

The region was then known as
Pennypacker's Mills, because of a flour |
mill ‘and n fulling mill operated theve |
by members of the Pennypacker family. |

Former Covernor Samuel W. Penn)‘—?
packer had his home in the old Penny- |
packer houre during the later years of |
s Urfe. He held that the house was
Genernl Washington's headquarters at |
the time of the encampment, Other
historlung htve sald that Washington
lived at the house of Henry Keely, on
the nills o mile west of Perkiomen
Creek. Thuat house no longer stands,

On the 28th the arny at Pennypack-
er'a MIIL récelved the news of the de-
feat ol Burgoyne's British and Hes-
slan, Torees at Stlllwater, in New York,
by the Americans under General Gates,

It was o Bunday. and Washington, inl

rannouneing  the good news, ordered.
|thet ut parade ot 4 ¥, M. u gl of mmf'




of the victory anid o silute of eighteen
pleces of artillery be fired.

The same day there was a council
of war to discuss the advisability of
attacking the enemy. The decision was
against an immediate attack, but it
was agreed that the army should be
advanced farther eastward.

General Smallwood came into camp
about this time with 1700 Maryland
militia. Other re-enforcements were!
also reported to be mear at hand and/
it was thought advisable to walt until
every' avallable man was in the ranks.

The Camp at Skippack

On the 20th the army left the camp
on the Perkiomen and marched east-
ward until the next stream was reached
—Skippack Creck, a conflusnt of the,
Perkiomen. Hefe o new camp was es-

be Eerved to emoh mdH {H cﬁiebi‘iﬁﬁn_i
!

former one,

The camp was in the neighborhood
of where Skippack plke crosses Skip-
pack Creek, south of the village of
Skippack.

The house of Joséeph Bmith, on the
east slde of Skippack road, south of
the creek, was the headquarters of the
commanding general, The house nog
looger stands, Tor the use of the
house Washington pald Bmith £2, §
ehlilings on October 2, end he nlso paid
Smith £11, 19 shillings, ¢ pence for
“sundries.”

Preparations for Battle

Three days were spent in the camp
along the Skippack. Then the army
again advanced three miles southeast-
ward, mito Worceater Township, en-
camping mnear the twenty-first mile-
stone on Bkippack plke, south of the
village of Center Polnt,

British lettérs wlilch had been inter-
cepled gave Washington information
that General Howe hnd detached part
of his force at Germantown to attack
American fortifications along the
Delaware, below Philadelphin, Now it
was felt that the time was at hand to
|make an attack. The decislon of the
generals (o do s0 was unanimous.

The militia’ was moved from Trappe
to join the main body of the army at
Woreester, on Oclober 2,

'+ 0On the 3d the men were directed to
prepare cooked provislons for three
| days, to provide themselves with forty |
rounds of ammunition each, and to
psee that thelr flints were in good order.

At 68 P. M. the troops were paraded.
' They were instructed to leave their
| packs, blankets and everything except
arms, accoutrements, ammunition and
provisions in camp. Their fcod they
were to carry In their haversacks, or if
they did not possess haversacks then
they were to tnke it In theilr pockets.

The March to Germantown |

Campfires were kept burning, so that
thelr glare might lead the enemy's|
abservers to conclude the army was
spending the night at Worcester, |
Twenty men nob equal to a long march
were detailed from each brigade to re-|
| main in charge of the camp and the |
baggage.

Thus eqguipped in Udght marching
order the army set off soon after dark. |

According to Washington's orders, |
the greater part of the army proceeded
down Skippack pike, The divisions of
Wayne and Sullivan had orders to move
| on the Manatawny road, which proba-|
bly was the present Germaontown pike.

Nearly two-thirds of the army, um:!er|
command of Genernl Greene, were ci-|
rected to make a detour to the ea&tt

| and approach Germantown along what
| is now’ Limekiln plke, Greene and his
| detachinent, after following the Skip-
Lpselk Foad to Ms junction with the

- - - - - »
tablished, some three miles from the| 'um Hesslan auxiliary forces at the ex-
|

| Bethlehem todd, in Whitemarsh, turned |
Joff on Church road, at St. Thomas'
{ Chureh, end thus made thelr wey to|
Limektin road.

At Chestnut HII the Pennsylvania
militia filed off to the right to Ridge
rond and marched down Ridge road,

The British Position

Germuantown, the ancient gettlement |
of Franels Danlel Pastorius and his |
German Immilgrants, extended along'
Germantown road for a (istance of
three miles. The British army was en- |
camped in a line running at right |
angles across Germantown road, with
the center in the healt of the village,
&t the Mnrket Bguare. {

The left wing extended along School
lane, from Market Bguare to the
Bchuylkill, at Falls of Schuyikill, with,

- -

treme left. CGeneral Enyphausen, the
Hesslan commander, had command of
the leff wing.

The right wing lay salong Church
| lane, from the Market Sguard to the
| neighborhood of Wingohocking Creek.
| Here was Lukens mill. Nearby the
!I_‘.ritlsh had a small redoubt,
| It was Washington’s pilan  that
| Greene's troops should fall upon the
| British right wing and drive it toward |
the center, while at the same time the |
Pennsylvanis militia attacked the Hes-
glans over near the Bchuylkill, and the
| Amerlean right wing, under Washing-
ton, made 1ts advance down German-
lown road, agalnst the British center,

The story of the confusion that en-
sued in the endeavor to catry out this
intricate plan on a fopgy morning s
well known.

Eallure of Eastside Attack

The severnl commands of Greene's
wing fulled to co-operate. Bome appar-
ently did not get Into action at all,
Others cumé Into collision with troops
aof the wing under Washington.

Colonel Walter Stewart's Pennsyl-
vanie regiment, In Greene's command,
captured the small British redoubt at
Lukens' mill with little loss.

A Virginla regiment of Greene's com-
(mand ecaptured a British battalion on
Kelly's hill, near the present Chelten
|mm Mugnolla avenues. Bub the cap-
| tors set wup such a huzza to celebrate
[ their trlumph that they brought upon
|them a large force of British from the
right wing and were themselves cap-

tured snd immured in the German
Reformed Church at Market Sguare,

Fighting Along Germantown Rond

The right wing of the Americans,
under Washlngton, attacked the Brit-
ish pickets at Mount Airy at &6 A. M.
and captured them or drove them in.
These advanced pickets were posted at
the Allen house, where the Lutheran
Theological Seminary now 1is.

A little farther on toward German-
town at Mount Pleasant was a regl-
ment of British Light Infantry. They
loﬁervd stubborn resistance, but soon |
had to retire before General Sulllvan’s'
attack. The Light Infantry fell back
upon the Fortisth Regiment of the
British line, at the present Upsal street,
nearly a mile farther down the road.

The advancing Americans were too
strong for the two regiments to with-
stand. However, Colonel Musgrave, of
the Fortleth, took about 120 of his
men with him into the house of the
Chew family, nearby. They harricaded
doors and windows, and the heavy,
stone walls of the house made it a
veritable fortress.

At w

hew House
While Sulllvan’s troops pursued the|
‘fseing British down into Germantown,

Ifor the Americans, while the British
| suffered tittle.

| Stenton, the Liggan house, below Ger-
| mantown. It is sald he gave orders for
| n retreat to Chester,

1 east side, had penetrated Into the up-

e ——

‘below the Chew housb, W on di-|
rected an attack upon the little force
of British in the Chew house. Can-
non were planted in & fleld opposite
the house and trained wupon it, but
thelr fire had Iiitle effect. Assaulis
upon the house resultéd In Nheavy loss

Evidently the British were not ex-
pecting an attack, though 1t 1s said
they had been warned. Cemneral Howe
hastened up from hie hesdguarters at

However, only two regiments of the
British had been in action so far, Now
the British leit wing was swung around |
to bring it out into Germantown road
and trap the Americans,

The fighting had been carried on be-
hind fences and stoneé walls, at the
rear of the houses along Germantown
road. Sullivan, on the west side of
Germantown road, and Wayne, on the

per part of Germantown, the former as
far ns Washington lane and the m-]
ter as far as High sireet.

Weyne's horse was killed and t,ha‘!
general recelved two slight injuries, his |
left foot being brulsed by s spent ball,
while another bullet grozed, his lsfh
hand.

The Retreat

Now the power of the British resist-
ance was making itself felt. The fir-
ing in the rear at the Chew house dis-
coneerted thie Americans. Nothing was
heard of the left wing. The pall off
fog and smoke made mlsunderstand-
Ing and confusion easy.

After four hours' fighting the order
to withdraw was glven, -

The retreat was conducted In an
orderly manner, without loss of sre’
tillery. Nearly all the wounded were!
taken with the army,

The Britlsh pursued as far as Bt. -
Thomas' Church, Whitemargh,

The Penusylvania militla, on Ridge
road, were the last Amerjcans to leave
the fleld. They had successfully ear-
ried out the duty assigned to them af
capturing the bridge over Wissahickon
Creek aiid of keeping the Hessians en-
gaged so they might not go to the ald
of the British in Germantown,

The Losses

The American loss..was 152 killed,
621 wounded and 400 captured, mak-
Ing a total of 1073.

General Francis Nash, commander of
@ North Carolina brigade, wes mortally
wounded in the battle, and he died
séveral days later. His ald, Major |
Witherspoon, was killed by the cannon-
bull that struck Nash.

The British lost T1 killed and 450
wounded, or a total of 521, The high-
est Britlsh officer who fell was Brigndler ||
Cieneral James Agnew. |

Germantown, though now clogely '
built up, still has some landmarks of ]
the battle. Chief of these is the Chew
house, still the home of the Chew ‘
Tamily,

Some other old houses along Ger- '
mantown avenue bear the niarks of
cannon balls fired in the fighting, |

The grave of Major Withérspoon is
in the burial ground of B8t. Michasl's
Lutheran Church, and a stone in the
Upper Burial Ground, Germantown |
avenue, morth of Washington lane,
marks the graves of several officers and |
men who fell in the battle. Virtually|
all the other soldlers who sacrified
their lives in the battle rest In uniden- !
tifled graves, |

(Copyright 1927 by Edward W. Mocker)
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Perkiomen and Towamenecin Camps
It was a weary and exhausted throng
of men who threw themselves down to |
rést on the Perkiomen hills the night |
of October 4. .

They had left their camp on the Me- |
thacton Hills, in Worcester, ut dusk the |
preceding night, bad marched twelve:
jmiles that night, then for flve hours’
they had fought amidst she fog In the
streets and back yards of Germantown.
Retreating they covered noet only the,
twelve miles to their old camp, in Wor-
cester, but continued eight miles far-
ther, to the Perkiomen, wherc the bor-
ough of Schwenksville now is.

Notwithstanding  thelr  weariness,
some of the soldiers did not halt even
when they had crossed the Perkiomen.
For on Oclober & parties of horse were
directed to go ten miles “above camp"'

“to gather ln fugltives,

When the army was thereabouls for |
several days late in September Llw'
troops were camped along both sidés of
the stream. But now they made sure

to put the Perklomen bhetween t‘nemi
Bnd any possible pursuers. Most of the |
griny went Into emmnp on the hills af
mile west of the creek. !

An old mill—not the one of Revolu- |
tlonary times, however—still stands, on |
the lower bank of the Perkiomen. op- |
posite Schwenksville, where stood the |

i: and oil mills, operated in the
eightaenth century by members of the
" Pawling and the Pennypacker families. |
Af the times of the Revolution the re-|
gion was called either Pennypacker's,
‘Mills or Pawling's ford.

A stone marker commemorating the:
camp stands at the fork of the roads
neir the mill. The Historical Society of
Montgomery County placed it there In
11807,

Barvial of Those Who Died from Wounds
Bul no marker of nny kind indicates
(e burlal places of the scores of Amer-,
‘igan soldiers who died here of their
‘wounds,
The drmy’ carrled nearly sl the
American wounded ulong on the re-
treat from Germantown. Wounded of-
icers weare oared for In farm houses
round about the region. Churches
were turned into army hospitals. St
James Episcopal Church, Evansburg:
Augustus Lutheran Chureh, Trappe, and
8t. John's Lutheran Church, Center
Square, were thus used. .
On the hill west of the Perkiomen,
where the main camp of the army was
eslablished, was a log bullding, used
_ﬁ_n- school and ehurch purposes. Later
it developed into Keely's Church, Here,
tradition says. was the main hospital,
In the fields of the vicinity the men
whio died there were buried. Two hun-
dred woundeéd were brought to the]
camp st Pennypacker's Mllls, according |
10 the accounts handed down in the
nelghborhood, and most of them died. |
The burial of the dead 15 mentioned |
in the journal of the Rev, Dr. Henry
M, Muhlenberg, of Trappe, under date |
o_: Monday, October 6, thus:
 "Yesterday the maln American army
had returned to about five miles from
our house, to one slde, where they
‘buried their dead and fired a volley for
each onie, which we heard distinetly, as
1% lasted w long time.'" |
Preparing for Another Battle i1
WMQI}:, with _I_l View boww:'d

: cartridges, until eaahz man hnd

| forty rounds.

On the 5th Washmgbon forwnrded his |
official report of the battle of German-
town to Congress. In this he explained !
that the chief cause of the misfortune
experienced was the fact that because
of the fog the men mistook thetr as<)
gociates for the enemy. The troops
were not dispirited, he declared. They
lost no artillery. in the battle, One
plece that was dismounted was loaded
into a wagon and brought away.

“Upon the whole,” Washington con-
cluded, “the day was rather unfortun-
ate than injurious.™

Returns Dog to Howe

About the samé time Washington
entered into a correspondence with
General Howe, the British commander,
first to deny Howe's charges thal the
Americans were causing needless dln-!
tress by destroying mills and then ta'l

' send back & dog which had fallen into

the hands of the Americans at Ger-
mantown. This dog wore a collar bear- |

. Ing the name of General Howe, v

Washington’s letter about the dog ls
dated October 8, and reads thus: |

"General Washington's compliments
to Genernl Howe—does himself the
pleasure to return to him o dog which
accidentally fell into his hands and by
the inscription on the collar appears to
belong to General Howe,”

The Pennypacker House

General Washington had his head-
juarters in the house nt Pennypacker's |
Mills for at least part of the time of |
the army’s stay here. Some writers,
however, have asserted that his head-
quarters were at the house of Henry
Kil:;zh on the hills wesl of Schwenics-
ville

The Pennypacker house became nota-
ble during the early years of the Press-
ent century as the home of Samuel W.
Pennypacker. governor of Pennsylvania
and an authority on Pennsylvania his-
tory. He reconstructed the house and.
filled it with his remuarkable collection
of antiques and books, His erudition
engabled him to bring forward so much
documentary evidenge of Washington's

, Qccupaney of this house that little has

since bheen heard in support of _the
othier theory.
Incidents in the Camp
The army was strengthened on O«
tober 7T by the arrival of SO0 Virginia
militia and sonie broops from M..Lrv-
Iand,

That day a committee of six membery
of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of
Friends arrived in eamp, having beon
appointed to wisit the commanders of
both armies and present the ““testl-
maony™ of the Society of Friends sgainst
war and to explain the attitude of thy
Friends as pacifists. After hearing
mem Washington sent them to Pofts-
gro\e to be detained there a few days,
50 they might not be able to carry with
| them to Philadelphia any late news re-|
garding the American army.

Washington’s endeavdr to maintain
| religious services in the army is ob-
| servable in orders lgsued October 7, to
the effect that as regular divine services
ion Bunday were not always possible the
[ chaplains should meet and agree upon

a method of conducting such aewlaeml

at other times.
At Towamehein
Tv Was now deetd&tt to move the army

ward, on the Bumneyiown foad, B

Towamenein Township. The route of

march wos dowrr the Skippack road to

the village of Skippack and then north

' on the Forty-foot road. This road joits
[ the Sumpeytown road at the ancient

| Towameneln Mennonite Church, a mife

north of Kulpsville, L
\ 'The camp, cccupied irom October 8
|to 16, comprised a tract of 300 acres.
| Timber and fence rails began to disap=

pear at once upon the arrival of the

troops.

General Washington made his head-
quarters in the house vof Frederick
Wampole, on the Sumneytown Toad.
| The house was removed In 1881.

Upon vacating the house Washing-
ton pald Wampaole £28, ‘5 shillings, &
pence “for the use of his house and the
trouble caused.”

+ As the weather became colder the
lack of shoes In the army was an in-
, treasingly bothersome problem. ‘The
| commissaries were directed to save the'
+ekIln from the head and legs .of bul-
locks, and the commanding officers
were to select men who could make
mopcensing of these skins.

There were not enough cartouch
boxes, and Colonel Crawiford was in-
structed to provide horns and pouches
to carry ammunition. Arms, ammuni-
tlon and accoutrements were to be in-
| spected datly.

To prevent waste of ammunition
orders forbade the wanion firing of

and a sérgeant and a file of men werd
| detailed “to catch the villain who 18!
thus wasting ammunition and alarm-l
mg the camp.” |
Deatll of Officers
! Several officers died at the Towamen-
cin camp Irom wounds received at Ger-
. mantown. One of these was Genetal
Francis Nush, cominander of a North
Carolinf brigade. He was the highest
|ranking officer whose life was sacrificed
|in the battle,
i He was buried, with military honors;
sonOctober 9 in the grounds of ithe
PTTowamencin Mennonite Chureh,
A monument erected in 1844 through

| guns. There was one notable oﬁemier,[

Jthe offorts of. John Fanning Watson,

the ploneéer local historian, marks the
grave of Cieneral Mash and also those
lof Major John White, of Philadelphia;
Colonel Boyd and Lieutenant Matthew
| Bmith, of Virginia.

October 10, the day after Generai
| Nash's  funeral, John Farnden was
hanged after having been found guilty
of desertion. A detall of sixty men
from each brigade attended the
hanging,

Thanks and Good News

A committee from Congress visited
the camp In Towamencin [ present
the thunks of Congress for the bravery,
which the army had displayed at Ger-
| mAntown.

Cheering news as to General Gates'
success at the second battle of Still-
water, in the defeat of General Bur-
goyne's army on October 7, was im-
| Parted to the army on October 15. The
subordinate commanders were pdmon-
‘ished that the congratulatory orders
|were to be “distinctly read” in each
| brigade. This was to ‘be followed by
the discharge of thirteen pieces of ar-
tillery.

Evely suggestion of encouragement
for the Ameriean cause had to be wutil-
Iwed to the utmest, for suggestions of
| discourageinent abounded,
| The Duche Letter

Some who had espoused the Amer-
lenn cause when the war opened hacd
now become convinced {hat the ‘war
WRE upemtmﬂttwauldheaa sable
'to_take advantage of peace te

@

@




‘bused by Gencral Howe, sinde hs was
mote friendly toward the;, Americans
ﬂ:um many of the other Britith ieaders.

‘One of ‘those who had undergone
(Such a change of sentiment was the
Rev. Jacob Duche, of Philadelphia, who
had been chaplaln of the Continental
Congress. He induced Mrs. Elizabeth
Ferguson, of Graeme Park, in Horsham,
8 woman of high soelal standing, to
carry a letter to Genergl Washington;
urging the Amerlean commander to:
come to terms with the foe,  Mrs., Fer-
guson wisited the camp at Towamenein
on October 16 and ‘delivered the letter,

General Washington reproved her for
countenancing Mr. Duche's appesl, and
directed her to tell the writer that if
he had known what the letter con-
tained he would have returned it un-
opened. He transmitted the letter to
Congress, characterizing it as being of
& “very - ‘vurious and extraordinary
nature”™ ;

Troubles With the Militia

A letter whicli General Armstrong,
eommanter of the Pennsylvania muit:i.;.
Wrote from “Towamenzen™ October 14
reveals some of the troubles he wag en!
countering in endeavoring to maintain
the state’s quota of militia,
| He declared there had been @ “very
!lnmmous falling off of the militis
Iwhich may with great justice be called
|desertion.” The men enlisted for shost
terms. usually six weeks, but often thev
did not serve out even tiis brief term,
the uurge of conditions in their fame
ilies or on their farms calling them
home, Armstrong sald that his force
i the Pentsylvauld commaned I'I!?\'{_I‘I
Exceeded 3004,

Mi]italu'y tervice had become so un-
bopular ‘that the price of substitutes
Was advanced to £60 for two months. |

A source of grievance among the:
mlilitia, according to Armatrong, was
that s dally distribution of ]h’.:ijlc\l' had
been promised to them, but Wushing-
ton would nol permit this after Sep-
tember 1, Sineceg then they had heen
receiving rum only about once a week,

However, Armstrong looked forward
to another attack upon the British, and
meantime, he sald, the Americans were
“tormenting their ploguetls’ and moving
nearer them," General Potter's brigade
of Pennsylvania militia was seit into
Chester County to snnoy small parties |
of the enemy sent out on foraging ex-
peditions on the Lancaster road b
| From the headquarters in Lancaster
|the Pennsylvania Councll of Safety
npgain appealed to the militia to come
to Washington’s aid:

The army remained In Towamencin
until October 16. The British were now
making preparations to attack the
American forts on the Delaware, To
endeavor 1o distract them, Washington
decided to move nenrer Lo Philadelphia,
The new camp ground chosen was in
Worcester Township, where the army
| was onm:October 2 and 3, just before the
| battle of Germantown.

;tCopyr.ight 1927 by Edward W. Hocker)
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The Camp in Worcester

_ Warcester Township, In Montgomery
County, five miles northwest of Nor-
ristown, was the acene of the Amerlcan

mp from October 16 to 21,
RO

wasg located on the

| Hills, In the neighborhood where the
army had been on October 2 and 3,
immediately preceding the battle of
Germantown.

Washington made his headquarters
in the house of Peter Wentz, where he
had been at the time of the army’s
previous stay.

The Wentz house still stands—a well
preserved specimen of the better type

{of farm houses of colonial times. It
f¢ on & road running northeast from
Skippack pike below Center Point, and
i is almost unkhown to sightaeers.

In the wall of the house is a stone
bearing the date 1758 and a four-line
verse in German invoking divine bless-
ing upon the gdwelling.

Peter Wentz lived there when Wash-
ington was a guest, He was g leader
in the community. The name of the
family Is preserved in the nearby
Wentz's Reformed Church, which Peter
{Wentz helped to establish,

Since 1784 the Schultz family have
(owned the property. The present o¢-
cupant is Isanc K. Schultz.

Tradition says Washington had =
room on the first floor and ancther
immedintely above on the second floor.
'The lower apartment was his dining
room. In the adjoining kitchen Wash- |
ington’s meals were prepared by hls|
own cook. When the cook was absent
the kitchen wnas kept locked, to guard:
agalnst the possibility of poison being
placed in the food.

A huge stone watertrough alongslde
the house attracts attention. It Is as
big as a bathtub and is cut out of a
single block of stone. How long it has
heen there no one now knows.,

Washington's financial accounts show
payments to Peter Wentz on two diff-
erent days,

On October 4, £2, 10 shillings was
pald “for butier and vegetables." This
was the day of the battle of German-
town. Washington had -left the house
the night before, with the army, in
the advance upon Geérmantown. Pre-
sumably on the retreat he stopped at
the Wentz house long enough to pay
the bill and gather up his belongings
before proceeding on to the Perkiomen
reglon,

On October 10 there was a payment
of £7. 13 shillings, & pence to Peter
Wentz for food and £1, 2 shillings, 6
pence "“extra for trouhble.

No payment is noted for "use of the
house,” as was customary at other
houses which the commander occupied,
It may be Inferred from this that Peter
Wentz was patriotic enough to give the
use of his house without charge.

The first order issued in the new
camp at Worcester directed the regi-
ments to continue making cartridges
every day and turn them in to the
commigsary of millitary stores.

Daily drills were to take place In
movements necessary in a “woody and
inclosed country."

Pleading for Recruita

Again General Washington endeav-
ored to stir Pennsylvania into provid-
ing more men for the army. He wrote
on October 17 to President Wharton,
of the Bupreme Executive Counéil of
the stdte, in Lancaster, urging that
Pennsylvania at_least meet its quota
of 4000 militia, and if possible exceed
it. Washington expressed amazement
that Pennsylvanin was less energetic
in supplying recruits than New York
and New Jersey.

The brief terms of the militln who
had enlisted In August were expiring,
and few were coming in to fill up the
‘ranks. Even the Pennsylvania regi-
tnents jn the: Continental lns wape

“1 assure you, sir,” continued Wash- |
ington in the letter, “it Is a matter of |
astonishment to every part of the con-
tinent to hear that Pennsylvanis, the{
most opulent end populous of &ll the
states, has but 1200 militia in the field |
at a time when the enemy are endeav-
oring to make themselves completely
masters of and to fix their winter quar- |
ters in her capital.”

Washington belleved that 1f the
American fortifications along the Dela-
ware River were strengthened, so that
the British could gsin no communica- |
tion with the ocean, Howe would soon
evacuate Philadelphia, He appealed for
troops to send to these fortifications,

Some of the New England states and
nlso Virginia had resorted to the draft
to keep the ranks of thelr regiments
full. Washington suggested that
Pennsylvania do likewise. If all the
states ndopted the draft, sald Wash-
ington, it would not be deemed a
hardship, i

The day after forwarding this letter
Genernl Washington asked Generall
Armstrong, commander of the Penn-
sylvania militia, to visit President
Wharton, in Lancaster, to endeavor to
ngree upon measures for strengthening'
thie army.

The same day the war office of the
federal government also appealed to
President Wharton to send militia intal
Chester County to seize clothing,
blankets and provisions belonging to
Taries, who were sald to be in “great
numbers,” and were accused of supply-
ing information and provisions to the
enemy,

The Bupreme Executive Council, in
Lancaster, complied with the request
and included Lancaster along with
Chester County, instructions being'
given for the confiscation of arms, ap-
coutrements, blankets, shoes and
stockings belonging to those not loyall
to the United States. 1

Good News from New York {

October 18 witnessed a scene of jol-!
Iffication in the camp in Worcester,
for on that day came the news of the
surrender of General Burgoyne's Brit-
ish army at Saratoga on October 14,

The chaplains were directed to pre-{
pure discourses to be delivered to the'
troops at 5 P, M. that day, Following
this it was ordered that thirteen pleces
of artillery should be discharged, and
! there was to be a “feu de joy,” with
blank cartridges or powder In every
brigade and corps, beginning at the
right of the line and continuing to the

left.

Tradition says one of the salutes was
fired g0 close to the headquarters of}
the commander that the glass in the|
window panes of the house was broken.

An Intimation of the feelings aroused
by Burgoyne's surrender may be found
in a gquaintly worded letter which Gén-
eral Armstrong forwarded on the 18th "
to President Wharton. The news of
| the victory, he wrote, "'was but s lttle.

and from the same source.”

Another incident in the camp a_f,;
Worcester was no doubt a matter aof
gratification to Washington.

which he had been sbsent since he was

- ethle-
wine, Rest and treatment in Bethies

1

:
lower than that which is wnngetics]f

Gencral’
Lafayette here rejoined the army, from |

wounded at the battle of the Brandy-|

[fever more than one-thir Lull, and |
inow they did not reach tha mark. I
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«;W_“mond“ him so that he was:

now able to ride n little, though his
wound had not yet entirely healed.
Crurts Martial Held

A recognition of the power of the
press is contained in the verdiot of a
court martinl at Worcester. Two cap-'
tains were ordered cashiered. One was
accused of cowardice. His offence, the!
(court declded, was to be published in
| the newspapers about the camp and
Uin his state. Washington ‘approved the
findings of the court,
. A gaurt of inguiry which had been
in session since October 12 muade lis
report on the 16th. It was required

to investigate the conduct of General

Sullivan at the battle of Long Island,
in August, 1776, The verdict scquitted
Sulllvan of charges of unsoldierly con-
duct and declared the misfortunes of
the battle were not his fault.

Still endeavoring to approach gradu-
ally nearer the enemy, the army left
Worcester on October 21 and proceeded
down Bkippack road five miles Into
Whitpain Township, where a new camp
was established.

|

| margh  Chureh,”
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| Struggle to Control the Delaware River

Gieneral Washington's gradual ap-
prosch to Philadelphia, in October,
1777, was prompted by the desire to
give whatever aid bhe could to the|
American commands that were holding
4he fortifications on the Delaware River
Helow Philadelphia.

I #he Americans had two forts on the
rlver—Fort Mifiln, on the Pennsyl-
yania side, and Fort Mercer, at Red
Bank, on the New Jersey side. A chaln

of obstructions had been tnreaded
tlrough the channel of the stream, be-
tween the two forts and also farther
down the stream, at Billingsport. Three
Miundred men manned each of the forts,

In eddition the Americans also had
A fleet of armed galleys propelled with
0BT, and with these boats they caused
much annoyance to the British along
I-thn river front in the lower part of
Philadelphia.

©n October 6 the British began in-
‘yesting Fort Miffiin. There were fre-
quent clashes and much firing, but
the liftle garrison held out manfully.

In October the army under Wash-
‘ngton moved first to Towamencin,
\then to Worcester and finally, on Oc¢-
tober 21, to Whitpain, where it was
now within fifteen miles of the maln
‘body of the British in Philadelphia,

Huarassing the British

Though he realized that the odds
L were agalnsf him in a battle with the
enemy, Washington saw the necessity
of maintalning a threatening attitude
to the north and west of Philadelphia
en that a strong force would not be
avallable for service against the Amer-
ieans along the Deiaware, south of the
elty.

Occasional bodies of Americans were

| sent out to harass the British.

On October 17 the Thirteenth Penn-
sylvania Regiment and the Becond and

| Fifth Virginia Regiments marched from

the camp at 4 P, M. proceeding south
on Bkippack road as far as "White-
X now St Thomas'

plgcopal  Church, at the junetion of
cippack and Bethlehem pikes, There
the troops built Jarge fires, and then
returned to camp. Evidently the sole

purbose was to eause alirm among e
British in Philadelphia. ]

Agaln on the 23d a perty of Amer-
feans went on a foray toward the
' pnemv’s lines, going down Germantown
ropd as far as Rising Sun, driving in
the British pickets and taking some
prisoners.

At the same time another force under
General McDougall was to make an ate]
tack upen the enemy's outer lines on
(the west side of the Bchuylkill River.
McDougall found the Britlsh lines
evacuated.

Appeals fdr More 'Troops

In an endeavor to comply with Wash-
ington's pressing demands for more
Imilitia, the Supreme Executive Council
|of Pennsvivania, in Lancaster, sent out
|a ecircular letter to the counties, call-
|ing out two more classes of militia and
lclting the “animated cxample of the
ecostern states.”
| Besides the two specified classes of
| the militia, volunteers were also urged
tn enlist, The instructions concluded
thus: "N.B—You are to send no more
|1J.w.n a proper porportion of officers to

the number of men.” !

President Wharton, of the Couneil, !
in eommunicating this action to Wash-
ington, added that he feared to urge
{more men to come out for service be-
{gause of the Iack of arms. Washington
had proviously specified that the mil-
itis were to bring srms and blankets
with them, as he could not supply
either.

Germans Repulsed at Fort Mercer

But instead of deterring the British
;It'um action agalnst the American forts,
the approach of the Amerlcans seemed
to stimdate them into action, They
were beginning to feel the eflects of &
lnck of communication with their
| sourde of supply by water, while at the
|same time whenever their parties made
lan incursion into Pennsylvania for pro-
lvisions they. ran great risk of atiack
i“ﬂd capture by the wily bands of Am-
lericans who closely watched all the
:Iroads into the city.

{ On October 22, the day after the
| Americans went into camp in Whitpain,
|-.'1 force of 2000 German auxiliary troops,
under ecommand of Count Donop,
!(‘t‘fJEI-jUd the Delaware River and altacked
the Americans in Fort Mercer. Re-
pented assaults falled, and the Germans
refired with a heavy loss. More than
150 were killed, including Count Donop:

The site of Fort Mercer 15 now gov-
arnment property, and a granite mon-
ument, sixty feet high, erected in 1805,
|by the State of New Jersey, commem-
orates the valorous defense of the little
body of Americans under sommand of
Caolonel Christopher Green,

British Ship Augusta Blown Up

With the purpose of co-operation with
{he Germans on the land, some vessels
of Lord Howe's British fleet ln the Del-

! aware endeavored to foree thelr way

through the obstructions in the chan-
nel &t Billingsport. Four of them suc-
ceeded. But the American galleys af-
tacked them vigorously and compelled
them to retreat.

The largest of the Britlsh =hips, the
Augusta, carrying sixty-four guns,
grounded. Twelve American galleys at-
tacked her on October 23. The ship
purst imto Bames and blew up with
a terrific roar, two officers and sixty
men being Xilled.

The detonation was heard in the:
American camp in Whitpain, and at,
first It was thought the magazine ing
aither Fort Miffiin or Fort Mercer had |
blown up.

Thomas Faine was walking along the
road bétween Germantown ane White-.

amp, when the explosion accurred
i ut 11 A. M. “We were stunned,” he

wrote, “with & reéport as loud as a peal
| from a hundred cannons at once, and,|
"turning round, I saw a thick smoke’

riging like a pillar and spreading

|the top llke a tree.”

| 7he hulk of the Augusts rested in
|the Delaware River until 1878, when it
was raised and towed to the shore at’]

Gloucester, N. J,, where it was exhibit-
ed as one of the fealures of the Cen-
tennial year.

The Camp at Whitpain

The Whitpain ¢amp was east of Skip-
pack road and between Broad Axe and
! Blue Bell. Bome of the ftroops were
[ also stationed in the neighboring town-
ship of Upper Dublin.

sWashington's beadquarters were at
the house of James Morrls, known as
Dawesfield. It still stands on s road
running from Skippack plke to Morris
road, north of Butler pike and a mile
southwest of the borough of Ambler.
Abram Dawes, father of Mrs, Morris,
built the house in 1736, It is now the
home of Mr. and Mrs. George J. Cooke.
| Mrs. Cooke is a direct descendant of
| Abram Dawes.
| A room in the north wing was Wash-
" ington's office. Some of the furni-

ture which he used is still in the house,

including the bedstead In which he
| slept.
Court Martian of Generai rayne
The most lmportant incldent at this
camp was the trial of General Anthony

Wayne by court mertial, as a resuld of

the defeat of his command at Pacli, In

September. Colonegl Humpton had

cherged Wayne with neglecting to

me-ke proper disposition of his troops
|atiPacll. The court was in session from
Otiober 26 to 30, General Sulllvan pre-
riging.

By the unanimous verdict of the
court Wayne was acquitted with the
highest honor. Washington promptly
approved the finding. ,

Wayne in hig defence declared the
troops were under arms when attacked
and were not surprised. An old man in
the vicinity had warned him that he
might be attacked, whereupon he post-
ed additional pickets. One of fthese
| encountered the advancing British and
gave the alarm in the American camp.

Pennsylvania Criticised

Again In one of his letiers Washing-
| ton critised the lack of enthusiasm for
the war among Pennsylvanians. Writ-
ing to Landon Carter from ‘Whitpain on
October 27, Washington deplored the
“disaffection of the greater part of the

the whole."”

The officers of the Pennsylvania line
also recognized that Pennsylvania wis
+not dotng what it should toward supply-
ing troops. They addressed the Assem-
{bly of the state ol October 30, com-
plaining of the defective militia regula-
tions amd the high paymenss made ta
| substututes 1n the militia service,
which discouraged enlistments in the
regiments of the regidar line. Thirteen
officers of the First Brigade signed this
statement, the name of Anthony Wayne
pstanding frst.

ing up the ranks was a prociamatic
by Washington offering full pardon
deserters who would return to

|inhabitants of this state, the languor
of others and Internal distraction of

Another measure directed toward ane

¥
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army before January 1.
Incidents in Camp

At the same time a reward of #10,
was offered for every deserter brought
into camp, and in additien the captor
was to receive a shilling a mile for
teaveling expenses.

One deserter who was captured was
gentenced to die. He was & mattross
in Colonel Crane’s regiment of artillery.
Mot only had he deserted but the mili-
tary court found he had attempied to
Join the enemy. The execution of the
sentence was set for October 26, at
boon, and sixty men from each brigade
wore aordered to satiend. General
Washington granted the accused man a
respite until October 31, ‘and on that
day he was pardoned.

A councll of war was held October
20 to consider an attack on the British
in Philadelphia. It was deemed In-
advisable to take the offensive, but the
decision was In favor of moving some-
what nearer to Philedelphia and also
to draw (wenty regiments from the
vietorious northern army which ng
longer faced a foe.

At this time the Continental force
fit for duty numbered 8312 men, while
there were about 3000 additional men
in militia commeands swith the army.

On November 1 Washington wrote to
the president of Congress that he hoped

pered by lavk of ammunition, shoes,
olothing and other supplies.

In accordance with the decision of
the council of war the army left Whit-
paln on November 2, and went into
camp in Whitemensh and Upper Dublin
Townships, three miles farther east.

Now 15
The Camp at Whitemarsh

For nearly six weeks, from November
2 until December 11, the American
army was encamped at Whitemarsh. It
was the longest perlod which the army
spent at one point during the Penn-
sylvanin campaign, excepting only the
winter camp at Valley Forge.

The Whitemarsh region, lying in;
Montgomery County, just north of the|
Philadelphla border, 18 now dotted with |
attractlve country estates and wide- |
spreading country clubs, ‘There still |
remain some of the farm houses which
stood there when the soldiers of
Washington dwelt here In huts and
tents,

One such house is that in which
Washington had his headquarters. It
is some distance off the beaten track
of travel along Bethlehem pike and
Skippack pike, on a road running
southeast from Camp Hill station, on
the Reading Rallroad's Bethlehem
Eranch.

The headquarters building is now
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Radcliffe
Cheston, Jr. Mre. Cheston iz the
daughter of Mrs. Alexander Van Rens-
selaer, the owner of this and mueh
other property in the neighborhood.
The noted Van Rensselaer estate,
known as Camp Hill Hall, crowns the
slope which derives its name from the
American army's camp hereabouts 150
years ago.

George Emlen lived in the house
when General Washington made it his
headguarters, It was probably the
Inrgest house in the neighborhood of
the camp. The main strudture was
thirty<five by elghty feet in dimen-

slons, the front facing Sandy Run, s !

confluent of Wissahickon Creek. There |
(were wings for the kitchen and the
(servants’ quarters, as was customary

to attack the British but he was ham-!

in early times at the homes of fam-
llies of wealth.

The wings were removed long ago,|

and so0 was the hip roof. After Mrs,
Van Rensselner bought the property,
in 1909, many other aiterations were
made.

This is commonly called the White-
marsh camp, In reality the camp was
in three townships, extending from
Whitemarsh into Springfield and Up-
per Dublin. The, headquarters bulld-
ing Is' just over the line In Upper
Dublin.

The OId Redoubt

One outstanding memento of the
camp is an earthen redoubt, east of
Bethlehem pike and south of the
village of Fort Washingtomn Though
private property, the owners for a
century and a half have spared the re-
mains of the redoubt when cultivat-
ing the surrounding farmland.

Ever since 1886 a flag flying from a
100-foot pole in the midst of the old

Tort has atiracted the attention of the
traveler on Bethlehem plke, !

On the ramparts of tha fort the peo- [
Ple. of the neighboruood assemble |
every Memorial Day, to participate in
ceremonies conducted by the Amer-
ican Legion and other organisations. |

At the side of Bethlehem pike, nea.r!
the fort, is a granite marker indicat-
ing the historic Importance of the site,
The Pennsylvania Society of the Sons
of the Revolution erécted this stone in
1891, that having been one of the
earliest endeavors to mark Revolu-
tionary sites in southeastern Pennsyl-
vania.

The encampment extended from
Bethlehem pike eastward along the
high land bordering Sandy Run, as far
as Fltzwatertown and the Limekiln
pike.

Milltia Hill, west of Bethlehem pike,
most of the surface of which is still
forest land, suggests by Its hiame that
there the militia were encamped.,

The old fort is on Fort Hill. Farther
on is Camp Hill, where the Van Rens-
selaer home Is. St. Thomas' Eplscopal
Church, often mentioned Iin orders and
correspondence of 160 years ago as
“Whitemarsh Church," occuples Church
HIill.

Fark Project

Pennsylvania has set on foot an en-
deavor to convert at least part of the |
Whitemarsh camp ground Into 4 pub- |
lie park. The plan is to extend Pair-
mount Park along Wissahickon Creek
irom the Philadelphia line to the old
fort in Whitemarsh., In 1918 the State
Legislature appropriated $50,000 tp be-
gin the work.. One hundred and sixty-
six acres of land, mostly conslsting of
woods in the Militin Hill region, was |
sicquired. The Legislature of 1927
mgde an additional appropriation of
$300,000 for the extension and develop- 1'
ment of the park. j

!

British Retire from Germantown

By the time the Americans came to |
Whitemarsh, in November, 1777, the
British had withdrawn well within the
limits of the city of Philadelphia as lt.
then existed.

Though they were victors at the hnt- |
‘tle of Germantown, on October 4, thny'
realized much difficulty would be in-
valyed In holding a line so fir out |
from the eclty, for Germantown, nhow
part of the city, was then a township
separated from the city by five miles!
of Tarmland.

Hence soon after the battle the'
British troops vacated Germantown,
and- the army was concentrated in the
city, Fortiflications were bullt from
|the Delawnre to the aanuylkul “River,

‘along the northern borders of the city; }J

near where Callowhill street now is,
| Nine or ten miles intervened between
the British lines and the néw ¢amp of
the Americans at Whitemdrsh, This
wag debatable territory which detalls
from both armies invaded at times.

On November § Washingten publioly
commended Captain Craig, of Colonel
Moylan's regiment of horse for cap-
turing seven British dragoons and
seven other soldiers, with their horses,
arms and accoutrements,

Preparing for an Attack

Immediately upon moving the army
from Whitpain down to Whitemarsh,
on November 2, lines of eartliworks
were thrown up in front of the army,
and abattis was constructed as an ad-
ditional protection against attack.

Further evidence of Washington's
preparations for any ecventualities is
seen In his orders for November 3. All|
the troops were to hold theéemselves in
readliness to marchsat the shortest no- |
tlee, and bripade commuanders were to
engage guides familinr with the couns
try.

On the 9th it was ordered that all
men were constantly to be supplied
1wlth two days' provisions,
| To obtain forage 10r norses Comnal|
Clement Biddle, acting for the Penn-|
| sylvania government, sent forage mas- |
(ters to the farms round about the
| camp with directions to take & supply
|from each, but to leave enough Ior1
| the farmer's horses. For what was thus
| taken receipts were given and payment
was to be made later at the following
| rates: Good hay, £7. 10s a ton; wheat,
lgs, 64 a bushel: oats, which were
scarce, 7s, 6d a bushel; rye, Ts, 6d a
| bushel; buckwheat, 4s. 6d a bushel.
| Life In the Camp

Having comiortable quartérs and
| evidently looking forward to a stay of
| some length of time in the nelghbor-
| hood, General Washington on Novems-
| ber 7, Informed the officers of the army
| that, as he had been without his bag-
|gage since the army left Fals of
| Bchuylkill, in September, he had been
unable to receive company in the malis
ner he wished, but nevertheless he de-
sired the generals, field officers ane
brigade majors of the day to dine with
"him in the future at 3 P, M. dally.

There waos also nn endeavor to pro-
vide the men with some of {he ¢om-
forts lacking on the march. A post-
office was opened at Edward Hopking',
“near Farmer's mill, by  the great
bridge.” PFarmer's mill was on. the
Wissashickon, near Bt. Themas' Church,
The announcement of the opening of
the postoffice concluded thus: “The
postmaster has paper to sell at the
price he gave for it.”

Renewed efforts were made to cor-
rect the unsoldierly appearance of the
troops so far as that was possible in
view of the lack of uniforms. Orders
of November 0 called upon men on
guard duty to be shaved and to have
their hair combed and thelr Tfacea
washed, while their clothes were to be
made as neat and clean as possible.

Officer as well as men were the sub-
ject of criticism and agcusation.

A court martial which sat for three
jdays to hear charges of drunkenness
while on duty, preferred ngalnst Bri- |
gadier General Maxwell, made its ra—
port on November 4, acguitting Gen- |
aral Maxwell, } |

Conspiracy Againgt Washington

It was about this time that Ceneral |
Washington discovered the consplrmt
in which some of his generals were in- |




; y. -
‘General Conway was the leader in this |
plot, which Is known in history as the
MConway cabal.” !
~ To show Conway that he was aware '
of what was going on, Washington on
November 9 addressed to him a letter
reading thus:

* “Bir:—A letter which I received last
night contalned the following para-
graph: ‘'In a letter from General Con-
way to General Gates he says: "Heaven
‘a8 been determined to save your coun-
bty or a weak genernl and bad coun-
I sellors would have ruined it,"*

l “I am, sir, you humble servant,

“CEORGE WASHINGTON."

. _(copyrtg_ht 1927 by Bdward W. Hocker)
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Bally Wister's Story of Revolutionary
Dys

8o much of suffering and privation
and all things unpleasant marks the
story of the American army’s move-
ments in Pennsylvanla in 1777, that it
i8 & happy relief to catch a glimpse
of fun and romance amldst war's grim

clamor. A Quaker malden who experi-
enced those trying times while living
close to the army camps In Whitpain
antt Whitemharsh wrote down a record
80 teeming with vivacity, so replete
iwith the enchantment of young girl-
'-rhmd yet so keen in Its Insight into
the foibles of mere man in military
garb, thet it possesses perennial charm
and preserves pictures of the life of
that day such as are revezled scarcely
hﬁywhere else.

‘When the Revolution opened Danlel
Wister was a wealthy merchant of
‘Philadelphin who had a country home
in Germantown, on Germantown ave-
‘nue, opposite Queen lane. In the fall|
of 1777. when the fortunes of war
went against Washington's army and
.1t was evident that any day Philadel-
‘phia might fall into the hands of the
‘British, Danlel Wister took his family
out into the country, to stay with
|relatives, the Foulkes, in Gwynedd. |

The Foulke house then consisted of
lm eentral part of the present coun-
Lhy home of Edgar J. Pershing, at)

Penllyn, 1t s about two miles north|
;ﬁt the site of the Whitpain camp, In
tober, and a little farther from the
temarsh camp, in November, 1777, |

- Mrs, Hannah Foulke's family con-
mud of herself and three r:hlmren—l
h.er son, Jesse, who operated the Foulke |
mill, and her daughters, Priscilla snd
Lydia. The Wister family comprised,
‘besides the father and mother, four
‘daughters and a son. Sally, the oldest,
was in her seventeenth year.

In Philadelphis Sally Wister's dearest
chum was Deborah Norris, one Yyear
older. Facing a long perlod of separa-
‘tion when she went to Gwynedd, Sally
Wister began to record her experiences
‘a8 though she were penning a letter to
Deborah Norris, and she commenced
‘her journal on September 25, 1777, the
day when the British army entered
Germantown,

RBaw the Army March By

Here is what Sally Wister wrote, Ocs
‘tober 21, when the army came to Whit-
pain: _
- “As 1 was lying in bed Liddy came
mnnms into the room and sald there
Awa the w&m drwummmg. fifing nnd]

‘she heard,
‘this “wﬁ“ a|

army -
n. Sister Bat-ay and my-

Emlen weént ahout hnl!1
& mile from homie, where we could see
the army pass. Thee will stare at my
goling, bul no impropriety In my opine,
or T would not have gons, We made
no' great stay. but returned with ex-
cellent appetites for our breakfast.”

Later in the day the journal con-
tinues: i

“Two genteel men of the military
jorder rode up to the door: ‘Your ser-
vants, ladies,’ etc., and asked If they
could have guarters for General Bmall-
wood. Aunt Foulke thought she could
accommindate them as well as most of
her neighbors. One of the officers dis-
mounted and wrote ‘SBmallwood’'s
Quarters’ over the door, which secured
us from strapggling soldiers. After this
he mounted his steed and rode away.,
When we. were alone our dress and
lips were put in order for conguest, and '
the hopes of adventures gave bright-y
ness to each before passive counte-|
nance.” i

General Smallwood, who thus made.
the Poulke house his headgquarters,
commanded a brigade of Maryland’
troops, He arrived in the evening and
was introduced, along with his retinue.
comprising Captain Furnlval, Major
Btoddert, Mr. Prig, Captain Finley and
Mr. Clagan. In addition, there were
also Colonel Wood and Colonel Line.

Interezted in Major Stoddert

About Major Btoddert centers much
of the interest of the journal. Just
how far the attachment of Sally Wis-
ter. and Major Stoddert for each other
went, is one of the secrets of the
eternal years. But that there was an
aitachment the pen of the sprightly
Quaker chronicler strongly Iintimates
Undoubtedly Sally Wister was some-
thing of a flirt, as is apparent In her
commentis upon the varlous officers
whom she met; but when she writes
about Stoddert it is possible to detect
a vein of sincerity not akin to fiir-
Ltation.

“I at first thought the major cross
and proud,” she writes, "but I was|
mistaken. He is about 18, nephew to
the general, and acts as major of
brigade o him; he cannot be extolled"
for the graces of person, but for those
of the mind he may justly be cele-
brated; he is large in his person, manly
and an engaging countenance and ad-
dress,"”

A day or two later she determines
to dispel the major's bashiulness., and
she finally inveigles him inte conver- |
eation,

Several pages farther on she reports
progress, for the major gains enough
courage to ask her to sing for him.
This, however, turns out to be & Joke
on both of them. Lydia Foulke had
told the major that Sally was an ac-
complished singer; whereas Sally con-
fesses, "“my voice is not much better
than the voice of a raven.”

But the joke had a happy sequel,
"“We talked and laughed for an hour.
He Is very clever, amiable and polite.
He has the softest voice—never pro-
nounces the ‘R’ at allL"

Soon the major is “more soclable
than ever,” and "he shone in every
subject he talked of.”

A Firstday Walk Aiong the Wissuhickon

Wartime altered not the anclent and
honorable custom of utilizing Sunday
as a day for young people of opposite |
sexes to become better acquainted. On
a cerfain First day early in November
ths journal tells this story:

_ _Aﬁm‘ mnmr nmay‘ Betsy and ﬂty

detérmitned to take s GSEE - We left]
the house. I naturally looked hack;
when behold, the two majors—Major
Stoddert and Major Letherbetry—
seemed debating whether to follow us
lor mot. Liddy sald: ‘We ghall have
their attendance,” but I did not think

80. They opened the gate and came
fast after us. They overtook us about
ten pole from home, and begged leave |
| to attend Us. No fear of a& refusal. |

“They enquired where we were go-
tng. ‘To Neighbor Roberts's. We will
introduce you to his daughters, you
'us to eneral SBtevens.' The affair was
| soon concluded, and we shortened the
| way with lively conversation. Our in-
tention of going to Roberts’s was Iruas-
trated; the rain that had fallen lately
bad raised Wissahickon too high to
attempt crogsing it on foot. We altered
the plan of our ramble, left the road
and walked nearly two miles through
the woods.

" 'Tis nonsense to pretend to recount |
|a11 that was sald; my memory is not
|80 obliging; but it is sufficient that
|nothlng happened during our little ex- |
eursion but what was very agreeable
ru.udl entirely conslstent with the strict-
est rules of politéness and decorum,

“I was vexed a little at tearing my
muslin petticoat. I had on my white
whim, quite as nlce as a Firstday in
town. We returned home saie.”

As the army moved from Whitpain
tiown into Whitemarsh, early in Novem-
ber, Major BStoddert, along with the
other officers, had Lo depart from the
. Foulke house—which was not to the
liking of either Major Stoddert or Sally
Wister. |

“The major looks dull,” resds the
journal, and “he spoke very low as he
sald, ‘Good-bye."”

But a few days later the major re-
turned sick, having been attacked by
a fever. *“He looked pale, thin and |
dejected, too weak to rise,” is Sally's |
record.

As might be expected, he soon recov-
ered, but which proved the more po-
tent remedy—the medicine with which
Aunt Hannah dosed him or the sym-
pathetic presence of the girl who
previously had cured him of bashful-
ness—the journal does not tell,

A Famous Practical Joke |

During the period of convalescence
Sally and the major were implicated
in a practical joke that made both
armles laugh.

A paymaster in the American army
named Tilly had taken up his abode
with the Poulkes, The journal intl-
mates that he was given to boasting
of bis own bravery, he belng described
as "a wild and noisy mortal,” though
bashful when with girls.,” Another
ihing against him was that he piayecli
he flute, !

On the night of December 12 some-
one knocked at the door of the house,
and a message was sent in 5ummoning
the officers. Tilly was in the lead as
+hey passed out, when he almosi col- |
idded with what in the darkness ap-
peared to be & red-coated British sol-

Jier. At the same time a volce de-
manded, “Is there any rebel officer
here?""

Then Tilly—in the language of the
,ournal—“darted- like lightning out of
e front door, bolted the fence.
Awamps, fences, thorn hecdges and
plowed fields no way impeded his re-
wreat,! e !

After yone had hacd tima to en-
| joy w1 ton Major Btoddert|
Jrough K. He: was nuhjechd.




| ably well executed, six foot high and
[ mukes n martial appearance,

/into the road

|tared."

somprehensive invitation to the crowd]
to take up their abode in the domain |
21 his satanic majesty. I
Finally, though, he joined in the
-aughter, accepling the joke-naturedly.
Then they showed him the cause of
als alurm. It wos g life-size figure of
4 British grenadier painted on wood.
This figure is still In the Wister |
Jouse In Germantown. Tradition says
Major Andre paintéd it. for the the-
atrical productions which the British |
sjoldiers gave in the BSouthwark
rheatre, In Philadelphia, Just how it
ound its way Lo Gwynedd is not clear,
Jhe only explanation in the journal
seading thus:
"We had brought some weeks ago
A British grenadier from Uncle Miles's, |
an purpose to divert us. It is remark-

This we
4greed to stand at the door that opens
(the house has four
foome on a floor, with a wide entry!
running through), with another figure
at would add to the deceit, One of
aur gervants wus to stand behind them; |
Jthers were to serve as occaslon of-|

The Uncle Miles, from whose h.ouse'
ihe figure was procured, was Colonel
Samuel Miles, who then lived at Sprlng}
Mill, '

The day following the perpetration |

1of the joke on Tilly, Major Btoddert|

left the Foulke house, and, so far as|
is known, he and Sally Wister never|
ngain saw each other, Major Stoddert
married and lived the life of a coun-
try gentleman in Maryland, and died
when but 34 years old from diseases
due to the hardships of the war. l
The Winter at Penliyn

All winter long, while the main body |
of the army was at Valley Forge, de-
tachments of troops frequently pa.s.sus_-d1
through Gwynedd, and the officers were
entertained at the Foulke house, One
of these officers, Captain Alexander
Spottswood Dandridge. of Virginia, be-
gan to establish himself as a member
of the family by offering to kiss
Priscilln Foulke, then 33 years old, and
wound up by propoging marriage to
Sally Wister, notwithstanding that he
admlitted he was then engaged to Tacy
Vanderin, daughter of the miller at!
the mouth of the Wissahickon. |

The captaln, writes Sally Wister, gol
her “very pentlest refusal.”

Finally on June 20, 1778, with the
news of the Britlsh evacuation of Phil-
adelphla, the journal closes, as the!
Wister ! family prepare to return fo
thelr city home.

Bally Wister never married. Bhe died |
at Grumblethorpe, the Wister home in |
Germantown, in 1804, at the age of
43 years.

(Ccrpyr!ght 1927 by Edward W. Hocker)
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Rev. Dr. H. M. Muhlenberg's Journal

Besldes Sally Wister another observer
was writing o dally journal telling
what he saw during the time the
Amerlcan army was moving through
the territory north and west of Phila-
delphia, In the autumn of 1777. This
other chronicler, the Rev. Dr. Henry
Melchior Muhlenberg, famous leader of

the enrly Luthersns, whose home was
ut Trappe, of course lgoked upon what,
was transpiring from o different angle
from that of the young Quaker maiden
in Gwynedd. More mafure and far
more serious, he saw the sadness and
utmqﬂvnm of war, and he saw,

that & new nation wad in the
dst of its struggle for life.

During nearly all his busy life in the
‘ministry, Dr. Muhlenberg kept a jour-
nal in which he made a full record of
his work and experiences. These
menuscript journals, written In Ger-

man, are now in the Krauth Memorial |

Library. at the Lutheran Theological
Seminary, Mount Airy, Philadelphla,
These valuable documents have been

used to some extent by historlans, but
they have never been translated and
printed in full and made generally ac-
cessible. Parts of the journals for 1776
and 1777, relating to the affairs of the
Revolution, were translated by Dr.
Helster H. Muhlenherg, of Reading, and
printed in 1853, but coples are now
hard to locate,
War Brought to His Doors

Trappe is some twenty miles distant
from Whitemarsh, where the army was
encamped in November, 1777, but the
place was within the range of the go-
ing and coming of military forces and,
being on the main road from Phila-
delphia to Reading, Dr, Muhlenberg
was well informed of what wWas occur-
ring. Besldes, hils son, General Peter
Muhlenberg, took occasion to vigit his
parents whenever opportunity offerec.

Here are some entries. from Dr.
Muhlenberg's journal for November and
December, 1777:

“Saturday, Nov. 1—Hnad a visit from
Mr, Gorman, a large sugar refiner in
Philadelphla, where he formerly lived,
but he now has, his family in this
vicinity, The British have turned his
extensive buildings into a hospital, I
borrowed a half-bushel of salt from
my son Fred. A bushel costs already |
£15.

“Monday, Nov. 3—On Friday and
Saturday several regiments left the
American camp for the fortiflieations
on the Delaware below Philladelphia,
as a reinforcement. From which we
conclude the British shipa of war have
not yet taken those works, In spite of
their great exertions and the great
quantities of bombs and cannon balls
fired at them. Yesterday we heard a
violent. c¢annonading and bombard-
ment in that vieinity, and today there
comes a flylng rumor that the Ameri-
capn galleys and gunboats and other
amall vessels have tnken another Brit-
ish ship of war. If the British take
the forts they can remove the sunken
chevaux-de-frieze without any obstruc- |
tion, clear the channel and open the
desired communication with New York,
and be supplied with provisions and
ammunition in abundance,

Conditions at Barren HIl i
“Tuesday, Nov. 4+—An old man had |
been fifty miles on foot to Barren Hmi
to get =& certificate of baptism of his|
son, whom I had baptiged there in
1762, and returned from there back
to my house. All young men of 18
years must go into the fleld with the |
militia; those under 18 are exempt, but |
must show proof of thelr age., The
old man yesterday saw BSt. Peter's
Church, on Barren Hill, and found to
his sorrow that it was used as & stable
for horses by a portion of the Amer-
ican army camped in the vicinity. A
short tlme previous the British army
had been there and taken from the
peaple their horses, oxen, cows, sheep
and hogs, so that but little was left
for the American army. Toward eve-
ning there came two respectable Eng-
lish women and asked for lodgings.
The tender creatures escaped on lagt
Sunday from Philadelpbla and had, in
the space of two days, traveled twenty-
slx ‘miles on foot, waded two streams,

BE1ppack and Perkiomen, and were go-
ing to Reading in search of their hus-|
bands, We gave them a bed, but had'
1o tea or coffee to give them, to which |
they have been accustomed, They sald '
they had never in their lives gone so
far on foot.

“Friday, Nov. 7—Cold weather. This
morning I had a visit from an Indian
who came from the American camp
and was going to Shamokin, as now
thelr hunting season commences, He
had served three years in the cam-
paigns of the American srmy as a vol=
unteer. * * * Toward evening a man
arrived with a chaise and a distin-
Euished lady, who was a stranger here,
and had got wet crossing the Schuyl-
kill. No one was willing to give them
lodging, and there are st present no
taverns. I sent them to & good neigh-
bor, who received them and gave them
horsefeed, of which I had none, or 1
would have kept them myself very
willingly.

“Bunday, November 18—I went to
Augustus Church; held divine service
yand preached on the text for the day.
viz., Matthew 24:15. The audlence was
attentive, for many things are more
easily comprehended owing fo the
present times of which formerly they
had no knowledge or experience. The
most eloguent speaker may describe
rfamine in the most vivid manner to
persons who have just made a full
meal, without their sympathizing and
feeling it as much as if they felt the
pinching of hunger in their own per-
sons. In the evening we had numer-
ous calls from acquaintances of the
upper country who had served their
two months in the militla shd were
on their way home to thefr familles
and were cold, hungry and thirsty,

Visited Germantown

"Wednesday, Nov. 19—My son Fred
returned today from Germantown: he
cannot say enough about the destruce
tlon there, It is said thai about forty
women escaped from Philadelphin vess.
.terday and the day previous, om 8-
| count of the scarcity of food. !
| “Friday, Nov. 21—Bought 500 pounds
of hay for our cows for £8. fay 15 al=
reacy so scarce that It is bought by
the pound, snd Is difficult to get, and
winter has just commenced. It geema
| as If a porticn of the American army.
would go Into winter quarters in this
vicinity, as the guartermaster general
has been busy about here today.

“Saturday, Nov. 29—At noon had a
visit from Baron L., quattermaster gen-
eral and engineer. We ftrested him to:
a German' causage we had just made.
In the evening between 6 and 7 o'clock:
{ we saw 2 high column of fire toward:
| Philadeipbia which lasted three hours,
! The guarterinaster general had plan-
ned and built a bridge over the river at
Matson's ford |Conshohocken]; he says
there was another battle yesterday be-
tween the Americans and British at a
fort on the Delaware.

“Monday. Nov. 24—We heard an ex-
planation of the fiame which we saw.
on Saturday ' evening, viz., that the
British had burned sundry valuable
houses hetween Philadelphia and Ger-
mantown.

“Wednesday, Nov. 26—Visited by a
| fugitive who Tesided sbout three miles
| from Philadelphia but has lost his
property, He says that the Delaware
River is now clear snd that about 200
British ships have now reached me
wharves.

“Friday, Nov. 28—Last evening we| |
jhad very brilllant nerthern light. T i
|day I hear with sorrow that the Brtﬂsh__,




are landing thelr sick from the ships
fand have taken our two churches for
hospitals; divine worship can therefor
not be continued. At night we had
receive four soldiers and give them:
lodgings. . :

Sunday, Nov. 30—First Advent Sun-
ay. The rain still continues. I had
promised for the past week to have
service in Augustus Church this Sun-
day, God willing; but as it ralned the
roads were muddy and the water high,
supposed no one would come, but
learned that s few were collected, A
good friend lent me a horse, and 1
rode to the church and held the Ad-
Ivent service with much sutistaction to
! those assembled.

Used Cellar to Store Army Provisions
I “"Monday, Dec. 1—In the evening
| Commilssary Robert Dill camo from the
Ametican camp and said he had heard |
that we had the largest and best cellar)|
in the vicinity, and as he waa obliged
to store up provisions for the winter,
desired leave to use our cellar. I could
not refuse, as it Is a duty to serve
friends and enemies whenever we ecan,

“Tuesday, Dec. 2—Today there came
twelve wagons from the American camp!
and brought articles to be lodged in |
our cellar,

“Saturday, Dec. 6—Today & number |
of soldiers from the American camp'
have passed through here on their way
home to Virginia, as they say thelr
Limie is out. In the evening we were
overrun with militis from the Ameri-
cuni camp going home to Lancaster|
|County; they have a baggage wagon |
|with them and would not be put off.|
|Se we had to admit them. We cleared |
| the large rcom for them, where, atter |
eating supper, they slept on the ﬂoor.!
Late at night came a wagon master, !
Mr. John Rowan, who had a letter to|
Robert Dill, Esq., In whose absence I
was lo open it. I remained up 1_h|:|
greater part of the night, as long as!
the bltter cold would admit, i

“Sunday, Dec. T—Second Bunday in |
Advent. At break of day our guests
departed and thanked us politely for|
the ghelter, (One of them stole some- |
thing.) The wagon master, John
fowan, took a hog.head from the cel-
liar, by order. Today Pastor Volght|
pregeiied In Augustus Chureh. It was
A Testless day for the rest of us be-
cause the commissary came with six
wagons to take provigions for the army
from our cellar. Three barrels gtill
remain.

Experiences With Wagon Train

“Monday, Dec. 8—We were obliged
to recelve the wagon master genetal
and his deputy, with their horses; and
our barn was filled with ‘marauders
who understand helping themselves:
when begging docs not nnswer,

, “"Tuesday, Dec, 9—At dawn my smith-
shop was taken poscession of and ff-
teen smiths are at work.

“Wednesday, Dec. 10—The army
wagons and thelr escorts are still lying
around here and are gleaning the re-
maining wood, hay, oats, ete.

“Thursday, Dec. 11—Last night at 1
o'clock an express came from camp with
orders for the wagons and thelr guard
to go down to camp, An hour after-
ward the nois¢ and confusion com-
menced, and whatever dlvers animals
of prey could pick up, such as hay and
oats, was carried along, * * * In the
afternoon from 3 to 6 o'clock several
bundred wagons came hack, with their
‘escort and encamped about here, In
the evening my sons Fred and Henry
and Pastor Buskirk came to our house.
They had been to Germantown, and
‘had soen the destruction there; the
poor. inhabitants wander about naked

| submit 5 the following day.

Ery and complain of {helr
Stuatton. I am informed from alll
sides the the British and Hesstan
officers have marked = me oMt . for
vengeance and threaten to ej}ﬁ-
ture me by their hussars at the first
opportunity. I don't know how I have
offerded and what these Caribees can
find to devour on my old ribs. All
advise me to fly;-but where?—with
sickly wife and myself old and feeble
and when every family ean tcarce bear
its own burden in these expensive
times. Lord guide me on the way.”

(Copyright 1927 by Edward W. Hocker)
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Incidents of the Whitemarsh Camp

From the time that the British srmy
tock possession of Philadelphla, in
September, 1777, until the mlddle of
Novemher, the endeavors of General
Howe were directed toward opening a
passage to the sea for British ships.
So long as the Americans held the
Dalaware River below Philadelphia, the
British were virtually cooped In a4 be-
leaguered city.

Fort Miflln, the American fort on
the Pennsylvania sige, was systematic-
ally Invested October 6. Almost every
day the fort was bembarded. Ifs little
garrison suffered severely, both from
the fire and from lack of provisions.

But the Americans nhela out until
November 15. Then, after & terrific fire
from the enemy continuing for five
days, the survivors of the garrison
made their escape, abandoning the fort
to the British. The Americans lost 2507
killed and wounded in the siege of the |

fort.
Now the position ol

the Amuric:m|
post on the New .Jersey gide, Fort
Mercer, was rendered perilous. The ne-
sault of the CGerman troops had been

guccessiully repulsed in October, ¥ol-
lowing the fall of Fort Mimin, Lovd
Cornwallis took a large British force
into New Jersey.

some American regiments were sent
from the camp at Whitemarsh into New
Jersey to endeavor to ald the' garrison
at Fort Mercer. General Greene Wos
in command of the American oporn-
tions in New Jersey.

On November 17 Cornwallis took the
American fortifications along the Dela-
ware at Billingsport. "Then, by order
of General Greene, Fort Mercer was
destroyed and vacated, on November
20, and the following day Corn\mlllwl
took possession of the ruins.

Now the British could clear the |
Delaware of the American obstructions,
and ere long the British ships could']
approach the city without difficulty. |

Most of the American trogps on duty
in New Jersey now returned to the
Whitemarsh camnp.

Attack on British Considered

1n view oI the need of taking troops
out of Philadelphia to keep open ihe
lime of comupunication on the Dela-
ware, the advisability of making sn
attack upon the British was considered |
in the Americgn camp. There was A
ecouneil of war on November 24 for the
diseugsion of the matter, but b was
incgnelusive.

Washington then asked the several

s Lo write their opinion and
Hleven .
officers opposed an gltack and four
tavored an Attack, ‘The four Who

wanted to fight were Stirling, Wayne,
Seott and Woodiord., =

Toward the end of November rein-
toreements arrived at Whitemarsh from
the morthern army. This welcome ad-
dition comprised 5500 men; including
the brigades of Poor, Warner, Patier-|
son, Learned and Glover, Morgan’a;
Riflemen and four additlonal Tegi-|
ments,

But the British were also receiving]
reinforcements, so that Washington
gained little appreciable advantage.

About this time Washington and)
Howe had an Interchange of cor-|
respondence. It began with Howe's
demanding better freatment for Brit-
ish pflsoners in Americen hands. He
declared some of these prisoners were
“lpaded with irons,” and he threatened
retaliation unless sueh practices were
discontinued. Washington  replied;’
denying the charges and asseriing that
American prigoners  in Philadelphia
were being atarved.

Lack of Shoes 4

Now that cold weather was coming
the troops at Whitemarsh experienced
o foretaste of the distress that was to
be their lot during the winter following
at Valley Forge.

There was a lack of shoes. General
Washington on November 22 offered &
reward of $10 for the best substitute
for ehoes made of rawhide. Whether
the reward was paid is not known now.

A few days later the general urged
“any gentlemen of the army” to give
information as to where shoes, stock-
ings and leather breeches might be ob-
tained in gquantity.

To add to the troubles it was found
that earcless butchers were damaging
the hides of cattle killed in the camp.
The commissaries received Instructions
to correct this, as the hides were want-
ed for making focolwear.

Up to the end of November the troops
had not yet received their September
pay, but it was announced that the |
money wag expected any hour.

Lacking money some of the men
were tempied to sell the clothing that
wae issued to them, notwithstanding
moet of the troops wers poorly clad.
Officers were directed to make a weckly
inspection to keep a wateh on the
clothing lssued snd to punish those
who sold thelr clothing.

The clothing of sick and wounded
roledlers also disappeared mysteriously.
They would go to ihe hospital well
clothed and when discharged they had
no clothing. An order required officers
to correct this defect, keeping record
nf the clothing of men committed to
the hospitals and delivering the arms
and necoutrements of sick men to the
regimental gquartermaster,

Caring for the Sick

The Friends Meeting House at Buck-
ingham, Bucks County, was converted
into an army hospital, and on Novem-
ber 15 it was directed that sick sol-
diers be sent there from the White-
marsh camp. ©On the 20th, however,
came snother order that no more sick
were to be sent to Buckingham, the
meeting house evidently being filled to
1ts enpaclty.

Dr. Tenny, of General Varnum's
brigade, was appointed to act as sur-
geon genheral on November 26. ‘''The
surgeons are to apply to Dr. Tenny fov
sulphur for their regiments,” the order
continued,

A few days later there was Turilies
evidénce of the effort to protect i
health of the troops. & refuen, wi




o be made of all officérs and men who |
M nob had the smallpox.
Omeers on Trial
Severnl officers were tried or sub=/
Jected to courts of Inquiry on different §
charges at the Whltemsarsh camp. |
Joscph Chambers, who had been |
cotiimissary in General Greene's divi- |
glon, complpined that Colonel Josiab
Parker had ordered a sergeant and a
file of men to flog Chambers. Colonel |
Parker admitted that he had done So.

The court found that Parker's action |
was 1llégal and reprehensible.
Major Ross was tried on the charge|
of having left his arms on the field of
battle at Germantown on October 4.
He was scquitted with the highest
honors. b

The most important court martial at
| Whitemarsh involved the cage of Gen- |
gral Stephen, who was accused of "un-
|ofecrlike behavelr in the retreat fmmj
Germantown, owing to insttentlon or
want of judgment.” t

There had been much recrimination |
mmong the officers about the battle of
Cermantown, Censure was dealt out'
In many directions. Stephen su.ﬂ’ercdi
most severely, The records mdicatc,g
however, thet the accusstion before the |
eourt related only to his conduct m:’1
the retreat and not to sny blunder in |
the aection, though he is sometimes |
held responsible for bringing about de- |
‘feat by permifting his division, which |
fwns with the American left wing. to|
collide with General Wayne's commeand, |
Iin the right wing. .
’ The court martial in the case of |
Stephen, General Sullivan presiding, |
heard testimony for several days, and
then rendered a verdict finding Stephen §
gullty as accused and adding that he!
had besn freglently intoxicated since}
he had been In the service. The
lsentence was dismissal from the ser-t
iviee, and this sentence General Wash-!}
ington promplly approved. |

Soldiers Who Becume Famous |

November 20, the same day that the)
Stephen court martial returned its ver-,
diet, Lientenant John Marshall was ap-~
pointed deputy judge advocate general
of the army. The judge advocate general
was the legal officer of the army.)
Whether Marshall had any part in the‘
trial of Stephen is not recorded. In_
later years Marshall rose to high place’

in the legal profession and was chief

Justice of the Supreme Court of the;
TUnlted States. His biography of Wash-
ington is a standard work on that sub-|
1 Ject,

At the same time James Monroe—
later President of the United States—
mns appointed ald de camp on thetl
stalf of General Lord Stirling. !

Another lmpurmna assignment was |
the appointment’ of Genernl Lafayette|
to command the division which had|
been under General Stephen,

Evils attending prolonged campllre

made themselves manifest, as is evi-
dent from orders issued on November
|24 to suppress tippling houses near the
eamp, They had been opened by
“divers of the late sutlers -and some of
the inhabitants," so the order declared.;
The' general threatened to seize the
liguor that was being offered for sale
Iand he declared his intention of “ban-|
lishing the sutlers from the army.”

Milltary Actlvities
L Minor military mo‘vement.s were fre-
quent. On November 15 the troops
wore directed “to he ready for dubty at
a minute's warning.” On the 24th 1t
wis ordered thut all the troops were 10|
be roadly to march st 7 o'clack the next

¢ buf this’ oxdér was counter=
m@d and’ followed by Instructions
o prepare to march on short notice
_andtunmmws‘amofm-
vislons ready at all times,

Arms were to be put in the best con-
dition, an order of November 28 di-
rected. Men whose guns were loaded
were to draw the load or discharge it
“the first fine day at 11 o'clock.” To

prevent waste of lerd the charges were
{to be fired Into a bank of earth and
+the lead reclalmed. f

Scouting parties were warned not to)
seize horses or cattle or other property!
of inhabitants of the neighborhoot. »
“Great and enormous abuses” had been '
committed along this line, the order
continued. f

A mumber of horses that had been
captured were ordered sold at public
auction on November 23, the proceeds,
Lo be divided among the eaptors,

Pickets were forbidden to bulld fires,
and that they might not suffer from
the cold they were to be relieved!
hourly.

That such precautions were Justified
was shown a litle while later when!
{Generul Howe moved his army out!
from Philadelphia with the hope of
| overwhelming the American forces at
Whitemarsh, a hope which was destined
to fall far short of reallzation.

No. 19 5
A Battle Planned But Not Fought

Early in December, 1777, the stoge

was all set for another battle in the
Pennsylvania campaign of the Amer-
fean Revolution. .

Both ‘the American darmy, in camp!

at Whitemarsh, and the Briusn, inf
Philadelphia, had been strengthenads
Through accessions from the northeriys
army, Washington could now mustes
about 14000 Continentals and 2700
militia. But they were illy equipped’
ahd lacking in almost everything essen-
tigl to the making of an effective fight-
Ing force,

The Britlsh commanders were awnre
of this, Bo o plan was formulnted by!
Gierteral Howe and his oflisers to ak-
ek the Americang ul  Whitemarshy
with the hope of Infleting o declslve
defeat upon the "rebels” In one qulek!
stroke.

However, the Americuns tept o closes
wateh upon the aclivities of Lhe fop
Small parties of the Continental foroes
frequently made incursions Into the
“no man’s land,” between the twa,
armiles, and sometimes the British re-
tallated, ravaging the country to the
north and west of Philadelphia.

On one oecasion Washington
down into OGermantown, six
‘south of the American camp,
ited the Chew house, about which the

went

battle of Germuantown hnd been fought,

on October 4. From -the roof of the
house, with the aid- of his tield glasses,
the American ecommunder sought to
atudy condltions within the lines of the
British and along the Delaware,
British. Army at Chestout Hill

At 1 o'clock on the morning of Fri-
day, December 6, 1777, the main body
of the British army, to the number of
12,000, left its cantonments in Phila-
delphia, and marched out {hrough
Germantown to Chestnut Hill, arrlv-
ing there by daybreak.

Captaln  Allan McLane's American
horsemen dlscmrereu the advancing
British below Germattown and hustily)
sent warning to Washington, at White=

% confident were the British that a

miles|
and yis- |

|

|

Blow could be Ftrudk, fnvalving
to the Americans, that the
lﬁhk with them no tents nor baggage
and only two days' supply of pro-
visions, i
But as the British halted on ﬂi'e;
heights ‘at Chestnut Hill and the of-
ficers surveved the American lines, on
the chain of hilis 2 mile or two to the
north, they were forced to the coni«
clusion that it would not be an easy
matter to dislodge Washington from so
advantageous & position. Wagon tralns
were thereupon sent back to the cn.y
for more supplies.
Conflicts Occur

Six hundred Pennsylvania militia at-,
tacked the British left, but were driven'
back, and their commander, General
Irvine, was wounded and captured.

The Pritish proceeded up the Betli~
lehem road, and turned 1o the right
nertil¥ of Flourtown, oecupying the
woods on the hills. !

Thus the armies lay during Satur-
day, December 6. On Sunday the Tth,
the British moved eastward as far as|
Limekiln road, below Edge Hill, form-
ing in three lines for battle. Grey's
brigade of the British advanced, and a
skirmish ocecurred with some Amer-
ican forces, the Americans being driven
back,

More of the British went forward,
and at sunset Morgan's riflemen, of the
American army, left their entrenched
camp and attacked the British right
near Edge Hill. Sharp fightlng fol-
lowed, but Morgan was forced to
withdraw his command.

That night the British officers held
a couneil of war and decided it would
not be feasible to atfack Washington's
position. The retreat to Phlladelphin
begnn at once, screened by biasing
campfires, and by Monday night all of |
Howe's army was again safely in tllel
eity.

The fighting extended over a . terrl-
tory of about one and & half sguare
milés. According to the official re-

.ports, the Americans lost elghty-5
killed and wounded, and the British
logs was twenty-eight killed, sixty-four
wounded and thirty-three missing.
The Story of Lydin Darragh {

One of the numergus debatable
points of Revolutionary history con=
cerns the guestion ns to how General
Wasahington received word of the comn-
templated attack of the British. It is
evident that Washington had some in-
formation of the plans of the ensmy,
for amnple preparations were made fos
an attack. Entrenchments were thrown|
ip and abatis was construeted In front
of the lines. |

The favoriteraccount as to how Wasahs
ington was warned is that Lydia Dar-
ragh, a Philadelphia Quaker, walked
out to the camp at Whitemarsh and
told Washington of the contemplated
atinck, Many historians, ‘however,,
class the Lydia Darragh story with the
pleasant fiction that has been woven
about many historical charadters,

The usual version of the story 1s that
cerfain British officers were guarfered
in the house of Lydia Dsmragh, In
Philadelphia; that she listened at the
keyhole while these officers discussed
plans for an attack upon the Amer-
ican camp at Whitemarsh; that on the
prétense of going to Frankford for flour
she made her way to the Amerlcan
lines, demandlng 1;0 'ﬁee Waahlngtam

and, when taken before him at hi![
| beadquarters, revealed the “purpose
the British, thus enabling the Amers
feank to prepare themselves And re-
S




£ {pllse the atback that followed.

fhe (ale canmot be pubstantiated |
from offieln) recorde.  BUt that is 1o
proof that it 18 ralse, for Washington
wonld not bLe lkely to make officlil
mention of sdiyorie who Dbrought lhim
information, $ince the informant woild
thus be branded as o spy In the eyes|
of the enemy. '

waMming conveyed to  Washington I8/
found In the journal of Blias Boudinot, |
Ameriean commissionary  peneral of |
prisoners at the tlme of the Whltlul
mirsh encimpment, One day while he |
was dining at the Rlsing Sun L1.1Vt-l'n,|
on the Germantown road, helow Ger-
|magntown, “a lttle, poor looking, in-
slgnificant old woman"” whom le does
nol ndme prought him a needlebook
in which, after mueh search, he found
teemoeesled a plece of puper bearing in-
formation of General Howe's plans for
air attack upon the Americun camp
Boudinot wrote that he conveyed this
Information to Washington.
Preparing for Winter (uarters

Winter was ftlow at hand, and It was
revident Lhat the campalgn was at /N
endg, Winter quarters for the army
Ihml to be found., Whltemarsh was too
close to the British and the region
hacked the natural protection rh:\l.|
might be found farther inland,
Eyen before the attack by the enemy !

the question of establishing wlntf_‘l'l
guarters received conslderatlon at a
Weouncil of war on November 80. Three |

|8ites were proposed: the hills west of |
the Schuylkill River, the territory be-|
tween Reading and Lancaster ond the |
région about Wimington, Del.

The decislon was made to move the
army to the hills on the west side of
the Schuylkill, Accordingly on Decem-
‘ber 11 the troops vacated the White-
mareh. encampment, which they had
igecupied for six weeks, and set out on
the march toward the Schuylkill, |

No. .20
Gulph Mills and Valley Forge

Hyén when the soldiers of the Amere|
ican army vacated their huts and tents
in the eamp in Whitemarsh, where;
they had spent six weeks, the exact)
site of the winter quarters had nob

determined, tnouga i was known,
that it was to be somewhere amidst the,
chain of hills west of the Schuylkill,
where the army would have the benefit
of natural shelter and be-able easily
ta esiablish itgelf in a strongly forti-
fied position, Furthermore the loca-
tion would be #bout twenty-five miles
from Philsdelphia, where the British
were in possession, so that the enemy |
i not find any great extent of
Pennsylvania open to its foraging

P

The main body of the American army !

d morth on Skippack road on De-

gember 11, 1777, to Hs intersection with

i6 rond now known as Butler pike, al

{he.old yillage of Broad Axe, Here the

pemy turped southwest, the purpose

being to cross the Sehuylkill at Mot~
s ford, now, Conshohocken

ing Whites
fasued in-

Washington's report to  Congress
anys that “from o variety of inteill-
gence I havee reason to expect that |
General Howe wns preparing to give us |
a general action.” |

Some Information regarding thE_

& in the
tuke:

t to army hospitals. The prin-
cipal army hospital was in Reading,
and thither most of the suffering sol-
diers were conveyed, a “carefl sub-'
altern” being detalled from each
brigade to accompany the sick men on
their journey.
British Force Appears

At Matson's ford a bridige had been,
cofisttuctest of wagons to permit the
army to cross. Sullivan’s division made
its. way to the south side of the river,
but sncountered a force of British on
that side.

Fearing the British were prepared to
oppose the crossing, Sulliyan's com-
mand was withdrawn from the south
bank of thé river and the bridge was
destroyed.

The army then moved westward
algng the north bank of the Schuylkill
to the next good ecrossing—Swedes’
ford; at. the lower end of the present
porough: of Norristown. This ford had
been the. scerie of military preparations
the previous September, when Penngyl-
vapia militia were, rendezvoused there
antl threw up earthworks to resist the
expected attempt of the invading Brit-
ish army to cross there.

It transpired that the British on the
sonih bank of the Schuylkill at Mat-
son's ford were, only a foraging party
who were as much surprised fo en-
counter- the Americans es. the amer-i
icans were to see the British, They
came in confliet with General Potter's
brigade of Pénnsylvania militia, In
Lower Merion, and the militia retired
before the British, the latter pursuing
as far as Matson's ford. Lord Corn-
wallis was in command of the British
detachment. It did not linger at Mat-
son's ford, but soon returned to Phila-
delphia.

In Camp at the Guiph

When, the American army arrived at)
Swedes' ford the night of December 11
no provision had been made for n
crogsing, The army went into camp on
the north bank of the river for the
night, and work was begub on the cons
stetiction of a bridge of wagons at the
ford: and. a raft bridge below the ford.

The night of Friday, December 12,
the army began crossing the river on
the two bridges. Arriving on the south
pank the march was taken up g the
Gulph region, two miles south of the|
river, . I
The locality is now known as Gulph
Mills. It was called the Guiph from
the: earliest time because of the deep
cleft made in the hills where Gulph
!Creek flows through on its way to jJoin
|the Schuylkill. A mill was erecied in
!the locality in 1747, and was & land-
Imark until recent times. .

On the roadside at Gulph Mills is a |
| great boulder bearing a bronze fablet
commemorating the army's camp in
this loeality. The marker was erected
in 1883 by the Pennsylvanid Society of
the Sons of the Revolutlon.

The highway running through the cleft
in the hills is the old Gulph road, from
the Bryn Mawr nelghborhood north-
ward to Valley Forge. A picturesque
featiire is the “hanging rock,” project-
ing over Gulph road. Here also is a
pronge tablet, telling that in 1024 the
gite of the rock was presented by MIs. |
J. Avbrey Anderson o the Valley Forge
Historical Society, There had heen
talk of removing the rock to widen the
|rond, but @ protest was made, and i
._ ! Soct

li#tﬁ'i tody of the Historical S

{8 preservition Wolld e desured.
Arriving at the Gulph the sol
the American army had to scek
1n barns or amidst the misses of T
or else build Nuts, for the wagon trair
carrying the tents had not arrived, and
it did not arriye until December 16.
A Surgeon’s biary

A picture of conditions in the Guiph
Mills camp is found in the diary of
Dr. Albigence Waldo, & surgeon m &
Connecticut brigade. Even amidst the,
| distresses of his condition Dr. Wi
sense of humor did not forsake him,
for he writes that “the Gulph seems
well adapted by its situation to keep
us from pleasures and enjoyments of
this world or being conversant with
anyone In it. It is an excellent place
to ralse the ideas of a philosopher be-
yond the glutted thoughts and reflec-
tions of an epicurean. It cannot be]
that our superiors ate about to hold
consultation with spiifts infinitely bé-
neath thelr order—by bringing us info
| the utmost regions of the Terragueois
Sphere. No, it 1s, upon consideration,
for many. good purposes that we are to
winter here,”

Then he proceeds to enumerale the
“gootl purposes” such as plenty of
wood and water, few families o steal
from, warm hillsides upon which to
erect lLuts, and an incentive towazd
Heavenly-mindedness because the sol-
diers at the Gulph would he “lke
Jonah in the belly of the great fish"

Thursday, December 18, according to
the direction of Congress, Was observed
as & day of thanksgiving and prayer.
That day Dr. Waldo had a rpast pig for,
| supper.

The formal observance of the day
conststed of religious sérvices eonducted
by the chaplaing in the different com- |
mands.

A court martial was held in the camp
at the instance of General Potter 10|
try certain of his militiamen who were |
accused of ignominiously throwing
awny their guns in thefr flight before
"Cornwallis’ force on the 11fh. Several
of the milltlamen were convicted and
publiely whipped.

To Valley Forge

On the 18th, the day of thanksgiv-
ing, Genern) Washington issued orders
designating  Valley Forge, six miles
tarther up the Schuylkill Valley. as the
site of the winter camp and giving ex-
plicit directions for the building of
the huts for the soldiers upon arrival
at Valley Forge.

The following day, December 18, the
| army marched over Gulph road, from
Gulph Mills to Valley Forge. There
lupon the hills south of the Schuylkill,
| was established the camp that is out-
standing in American history for the
| suffering which the men endured dur-
Ing the winter, This eamp the army
occupled until the following June.

Thus from week to week the move-

| ments of Washington and his  men

have been traced, from the time they

entered Pennsylvania, at the end. of
'l.m:y, 1777, through the Dattles of
| Brandywine and Germantown, to the
‘end of the campalgn for that season.
Here the present pursult of tre trail
| of Washington's army comes to an end.
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