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The Redman’s Trail

BY EDWARD B, PHILLIPS

In the migration from the Bering
Straits to what is now Germantown
the red men halted in a desirable spot
or locality and in twenty-five or fifty
years a small nation developed mem-
bers of which scattered in various
directions, calling themselves tribes or
branches of the nation or people they
had left at the central station or halt-
|ing place, This nation would have a
Iname of its own,

This process was repeated many
times before the Delaware wasg
reached; thus sprang up the wvaricus

nations of red men, eich of which
isriay have consisted of many tribes,
bearing different names:—-Shawnec,
| Sioux, ecte.

The Lenni lLenapes (We are the
people) had nearly fifty branches scat-
tered thropghout Maryland, Delaware,
Pennsylvania (eastern part), New
Jersey and lower New York., Repre-
sentatives or chiefs from the branches
or tribes would sometimes meet i
council at a central point, to discuss
and pass upon matters that pertained
to the welfare of the entire nation.
They met with Wm. Penn at the
“Treaty Oak,” at Pennsbury Manor
and other places to make treaties, to
renew or mend them. It is recorded
of Penn that "he attended at Phila-
delphia in 1701 a great Indian treaty
with forty Indian chiels who came
from many nations (or tribes) to set-
tle the friendship. The same year he
hatt alse a great Indian council at
Pennsbury Mansion, to take leave of
him and to renew covenants, etc.”

1t 18 on record that as late as the
middle of the eighteenth century col-
onies of Indians were often seen pass-

thc‘ Wingoho;'king just below the
'1'_;-;1:1, another on the upper Wissa-
hickon, near where the Indian Trail

{running west (now Germantown ave

nwe) crossed it; oné at the Falls of
the Wissahickon and one at Rising
Sun, The central or chief of this
group of encampments was the one of
the Wingohocking.

This was an ideal spot for a village,
a clear, fish-filled stream: ran through
a hbroad meadow with hills on either
side; part of these was woodland ine
cluding the Logan’s woods (now Wis-
ter’s) -which were extensive before
Fisher's and Duy’s lanes and the rail-
road were cnt through them. Near
the Indian rocks (near one of which
now stands the World’s War monu-
ment) were two gushing springs of
water which furnished drinking wa-
ter for the villagers, while the stream,
woods and the hills bevond would sup
ply fish and game in abundance. The
open spaces on the hilltops were am-
ple for the women to raise cereals an'l
vegetables for their people while the
meadows yielded an abundance of
lerbs for medicinal purposes.

Along the the Wingohocking

The center of the village was at the
spring (later known as Brandy

Spring); opposite the Indian Rock
was erected the council house and in
front of this was an open space where
war, corn and other dances would be
held, and where the large gatherings
of the tribe took place, ] |

On either side of the council house
were “long houses” run on the com-
munity principle. The interior of
each house was divided into compart-
ments at intervals of six or eight feet,

mon stock within the household. They
had but one cooked meal each day, a
dinner, Each household, in the mat-
ter of the management of their food
was under the care of a miatron. When |
the daily meal had been cooked at
the several fires the matron was sum-
moned. It was her duty to divide
'the food from the kettle to the several
families within the house according to
their needs:. What remained was put
aside to await the further direction of
the matron, .

This was the way in which the In-
dians lived, the kind of communism
{they practiced until the long house/
Ifinally disappeared under the influgnce
iof the whites. To this methodical and
economical household communism the
Indians undoubtedly owe their tribal|
lunity, their faculty of confederating
for defense and offense, their military
strength and their political influence.

John Bartram, thie pioneer horticul-
turist, in an account of a trip he took
in 1743 gives a description of one of
these long houses, in which he was en-|
tertained, It was ‘the official house
of the tribe, besides being a commun-
ity home, and as his experience will
throw additional light on how the
dwellers on the Wingohocking con-
ducted themselves before the white
man came, we here reproduce part of
his statement.

“They showed us where to lay our
luggage and repose ourselves during
otir stay with them which was in the
two end apartments of this large
house. The Indians that came with
us were placed over against us, This
cabin is about eighty feet long and
seventeen- broad, the common passage
(the grand hall) six feet wide, and

ing through Germantown and camp- pooving each chamber entirely open,

it out in Logan’s wood (along the o 0 0 stall, upon the passageway or the apartments on each side five feet,

whole year at a time, and make ani!
sell baskets, ladles and tolerably gouod
fiddles. They would shoot birds and
|young squirrels there with their bows
and arrows, Their huts were made of
|four upright saplings, with croteh
limbs on top, The sides and tops were
of cedar bushes and branches. In
these they lived in the severest win-
ters; their fire was on the ground and
in the middle of the area. At that
time wild birds would pass over in
flocks of a mile in length; and it was
|yery common to shoot twenty or
thirty at one shot. Then they caught
rabbits and squirrels in snares” .

If that was true of 1750 or near that
date, after the white man had been
here seventy years, what hunting and
fishing there must have been a cen-
tury or more before!

Encampments

Printed records, traditions and our
personal knowledge of the Trail and
the condition of the streams that
crossed it sixty or more years ago
warrant us in saying there were tribal
encampments at the ford of the Ta-

cony, eone on the ground above where
the  old awnsend-Roberts’ m%
stood (now Lambert street), one a

ias apartments), two on each side, wa#
‘2’ fire-pit in the center of the hall,
used in common by the occupants.
‘I'hus a house with six fires would con-
ltain  twenty-four apartments, and
would accommodate as many families,
unless some of the apartments were
reserved for storage purposes.

Raised bunks were constructed|
around the three sides of each stall|
or apartment for beds, and the floor
was slightly above the level of thcl
ground, From the roof-poles were|
suspended strings of maize in the ear,!
the husks braided together; :alsu;
strings of dried squash and beans.
Each House, ag a rule was occupied by |
reluted families, those ar the side ui;
the council house by chiefs; the moth-
ers being sisters, own and collateral,’
who, with their children belonged to
the same gens or clan, while their
husbands, the fathers of these children,
belonged to other gentes, consequent-
ly, the gens or clan of the mother
predominated in numbers in the house-
hold, descent being in the female line.
_Wi\atewr was taken in the hunt or
iraised by cultivation by any member
of the househuld was for the common
benefit. Provision was held _as_com-

Wingohocking) and others in  the|lgoy “wpip’ oo through the center of| raised a foot above the passage by a
nearby fields or meadows. “They ':lha; .’b:nsle fr;:.‘ end tg end, Between Yvoung sapling hewed square, and fitted
would make their huts and stay a |o o four compartments (now known With joists that go from it to the back

of the house, On these joists they lay
large pieces of bark, and on extraor-
dinary occasions spread mats made of
rushes which favor we had. On these
floors they sit or lie down, every one
as he wills. The apartments are di-
vided from each other by boards or/
bark, six or seven feet long from the
lower floor to the upper, on which
they put their lumber, All the sides
and roof of the cabin are made of
bark, bound first to the poles set in the
ground, and bent round on the top, or
set flat for the roof as we set our rai-
ters. Over each fireplace they have|
a hole to let out the smoke, which in
rainy ‘weather they cover with a piece
of bark, and this they can easily
reach with a pole to perch it on one
side or quite cover the hole :
These were the forerunners of the
apartment houses that now stand on
the Redman’s Trail today, with their
grand hall to turn around in; on either
side are bunks for the white supplant-
|ers of the region to crawliinto, whao,
like their Indian predecessors have to
come out into the | hall 5-!‘-0"51!!'@-'
laround. It is told of one white squaw
‘that she went iato her kitchenette and
‘with difficulty closed the door.  She




[food while eating a dinner and the
lexpansion caused by the meal made
it impossible to open the door wide
enough for her to get out. Like the
iIndians they should cook and eat
their meals in the grand hall,

The village consisted of more than
“long houses,” for smaller huts, wig-
wams and tenees were conveniently
placed in the meadow and woods from
the old Trail to what became Fisher's
{Hollow, A well trodden path ran
through the length of the village.

Views of Home Life

It might be of interest to students
of Germantown history to speak at
{length of the home life of our prede-
lcessors an the Redman’s Trail, but we
must confine ourselves to but a few
ents and scenes leaving to the im-
agination of the readers to fill in the
gaps. One writer said: “Their mar-
riages are short and authentic: for af-
{ter ’tis resolved upon by both parties
the woman sends her intended hus-
sand a kettle of boiled venison or bear,
and he in lieu thereof, beaver or other
skins and so their nuptial rites are
concluded without other ceremony,

That would be a fine custom to re-
mew! It would be jolly fun to sce
some of the damsels of today carry-
ing a kettle of venison or bear to the'|
door of the sunlight, or moonlight, or
starlight of their hearts and getting
those expensive skins or furs in re-
turn.

Another picture is not so pleasing
but methinks, in some cases it is just
as real: “In winter the huts of the
Lenapes were ‘rather yncomfortable,
1o matter how picturesque they might
be, but probably they afforded as nice
;lodgings as those of the English gyp-|
|\iiic:i. The interior of the cabin was,
Stalped and dingy with smoke that
could find no regmlan outlet, and it was
50 pungent and acrid as to canse much
much inllammation of the eyes and
|Blinduess in old age, The feas (Mer-
(evl) and gther vermin were bad, and
the children were noisy and wnruly
beyond parallel, raising a pandemon- |
fum in each lodge, which the shrill
shricking of the she-cat-like
added to without controlling it.” .
| Stll another vivid picture is drawn
of a4 lodge on a winter might, lighted
up by the uncertain flicker of resinous
[ﬂame that sent flashes through the
dingy canopy of smoke, a bronze
group encircling the fire, cocking, eat-
ting, gambling or amusing themselves
cwith idle chaff; grizzled old warriors,
|scarred with the marks of repeated
«battles; shrivelled ' squaws, hideous
{with toil and hardship endured for
{half a century; young warriors with a
frecord to make, vain, boastiul, obstrep-|
erous: giddy girls, gay with paint,|
ochre, wampum aad braid; restless|
ghildren, pel mell with restless dogs. |

It should be remembered that in a)
village such as we are visiting on the
old Indian Trail, with its circle of
small tents and “long houses,” that
there were social grades and upper and|
lower sections of the village, In 1hr:|
well wventilated "long thouses” - there
would not be smoke, acrid atmosphere)
|Bnd fleas that were found in the closed
huts or cabins, The tools of the Len-
|apes were erude and poor, strictly

{those of the stone age, for they had
no knowledge of any metal save a lit-
‘tle copper for ornaments. Yet they
handled them

w great skill and

* James Logan and Wingohocking

~ Just below this village was the spot
where James Logan built his Home
and called it Stenton. ‘He was, anid
still is, one of the outstandin ﬁg-ures[
in  Peonsylvania history. Te was,
! Penn’s business manager and secre-
tary for forty years, secretary of the
Province, Commissioner of Property,
President of Council and Chief Jus-
tice of Pennsylvania.

| He was very friendly with the Ip-
dians and they placed implicit trust in
him. Scores of Indians would visit
him at the same time, camping around
bis mansion, in the meadow across
the stream and on the site of the very
yillage whose name we will reveal in
gur next chapter, We write this par-
agraph for the benefit of newcomers
to Germantown. Tradition says that
while James Logan and Chief Wingo-
hocking of the Lenapes were standing
en the bank of the beautiful stream

below the mansion that wound through
ithe estate, the chief proposed to Logan
ithat they exchange their names, for
he loved his white friend and this
was the Indian method of showing it.
Logan told him the law would make
it difficult to give wp his name, but
said, “Do thou, chief, take mine, and
give thine to this stream which passes
through my fitlds, and when I have
passed away and while the earth shall
eéndure, it shall flow d bear thy
name.” It now ﬂmvs:;;nder ground
and Belfield avenue runf with, but not
over ‘it

Years after this one of Wingohock-

squaws, |

ing's descendants bearing_the name of
Logan (Toh-gah-jute) was among
those slain by the Paxton Rangers
and Tedyuscung is also supposed to
have descended from him. We shall
say more about “Tedy” later. I

Genesee

Within' the memory of the writer
the Wingohokmg Valley was a run of
beautiful landscape; no sewer ran
through it then; in some places its
level was ten to twenty feet  lowet
than it is today., Befare dams were
thrown aeress it, Duy’s lane and other
thoroughfares were built over it and

filling in took place; it must have
been a wild, romantic vale. |
Coming to it in its primeval beautw

i| the Lenapes were justified in calling

the village they planted in its center
Genesee (Gennis-he-go) meaning “The
Beautiual Valley.” The giving of
such a name to the place is an indi-
cation that they appreciated the beau-
ties of nature.

appreciation they manifested
by climbing the hills on the western
side of the vale at the e¢ven hour, and

This

as the sun descended below the hori-
iz:m in  the west they would bow
themselves in adoration before it and

| worship the Great Spirit of the wvale
and hills and of the sky, the sun be-
ing one manilestation of that spirit
ithat was held 1 awe by many of them
and which caused (hem to descend the
hill apain in a meditative and wor-
shipful mond. As one ol these erpssed
the stream on a fallen tree he paused
a omenth to fdmire the refllection of
his  well-ptopartionied  form in  the
lelear water helow, As he walked along
| the ereck-side path he poticed on the
lother-side of the stréam that a young
hrave: had bowed down and was woo-

| |
||

[descended upon the face off the waters,

=
y a9
ing his dusky mate. !
As he entered one of the chief’s
houses he was greeted by 4 group whao
whe were sitting near the front en-
trance, among them heing several vis-
itors from distant nations, who Hha.
come with messages from their chiels,
When he had seated himself he told
of his, visit 1o the top of the hill and
the ohject of that visit. This led to a
discussion of the Great Spirit, wor-
ship, creation and the origin of their
people,
In the Beginning
A Lenape said there were different
views held by his people, of their ori-
gin, Some claimed they came out of
a cave in the ecarth, like the wood-
chuck and the chipmunk; some
thought they sprang from a snail that
was transformed into a human being
and taught to hunt by a kind Maniton,
after which it was received into the|
lodge of a beaver and married the
beaver’s favorite daughter. These
were probably the evolutionists of
their day, : |
By another group it was believed that
4 woman was discovered hovering in
mid-air above the watery waste of!
chaos, she had fallen or had been ex-!
pelled from heaven, and thete was no
edrth to offer her a resting place. The
torioise, however, rose from the depths
and put his broad, shield-like back at
her service, and she descended upon
it and made it her abode, for its dome-
like oval resembled the emergence of
dry land from the water of the del-
uge. The tortoise slept upon the deep,
and round the margin of his shell the
barnacles gathered, the scum of the
sea cedlected, and the floating frag-
ments of the shredded sea weed ac-
cumulated untl the dry land grcwl
apace, and by and by there was alf|

the broad expanse of island which
now constitutes North America,
The woman, weary of walching,

worn otit with her sighs for her lone-
someness dropped off nto a tranguil
slumber, and in that sleep she dreamel
of a spirit who came to her from her!
last home in the skies, and of that
dream the I[rnits were sons and
daughters, from whom have descended
the human race. ther legends were
mentioned showing different views of
creation, one of swhich was that the)
Great Spirit in the form a gipantic Bird

and brooded there until the  earth
arose, upon which plants, animals and
men were created.
An Indian Lullaby

When this expounder of the wview
held by different groups ceased
speaking the voice of a woman was
heard coming from wunder a tree a
little distance from the entrance to
the house. She was singing a lullaby
to her fretting baby girl, who was
fastened to a board that was lying in
a swing. She had dismissed the
“medicine man” faker, who wanted to
pow-wow the kiddie, and had given
it a soothing draught made by her-
self from herbs she had gathered with

her own hands, The words of the

lullaby were:

0, eclose your bright eyves, brown
child of the [orest,

And enter the dreamland, for you'rel

tired of play,

Tong sillen fringes. ;

1 | Draw down lthe dark ctrtain  with
!




An-na-moosh (a dog) will attend on
your mystical way.

Chorus—

| Hiush-a-by, rock-a-by, brown little

] papoose,

0, can you not see if yon give the
alarm,

Zawan (their dog), beside you, is
willing and eager

To guard and defend you, and keep
you from harm?

Windrirocked and fur-lined,
o'er with bright blanket.

Your cradle is swung 'neath the wide-
spreading trees,

Where the singing of birds and chat-
ter of squirrels

Will lull you to rest 'midst the hum

| of wild bees.

Your father 18 hunting to bring home
the hearskin,

While mother plaits baskets of vari-'

ous hue,

Na-ko-mis (grandmother) is weaving
large mats of wild rushes

And Notinee (her little brother) sends
arrows so swift and so true.

[ It was a pleasing picture to see this
young mother under the trees singing
and swinging the little red-skin lassie
into sluniher and dreamldnd while
her neighbors were chatting in groups
short distances away.

Still Another View
After the hllaby was ended the
group inside the entrance resumed
their discussion, when Wawinges, one
of the visitors from a distance. said
that his people (the Ojibwas) he-
lieved there was a “Creator of All
Things.” “This Great Mystery under-

stood all thinps. He had 1o eves,
yet he could see, Tle had no ears,
yet he could hear. ITe had a bhody
but i could not be seen,

“When the earth was first made,
the Creator of All Things placed it
utider the water. The fish were first
lereated, Therefore  Crawfish  was
sent down to bring up a little earth.
He brought up mud in his claws. Tm-
mediately it spread out and the earth
appeared above the water, Then the
Great Mystery made man, IHe made
the Ojibwas.

“He gave them laws, but the peo-|

ple did not follow the laws., Therefore
many troubles came, so that the Cre-
ator could not rest. Therefore the
Creatot made tobacco. Then men
could become quiet and rest. - After-
| wards he made women, but at first
‘they were like w So he directed
‘a chief to teach them how to move,
and how to cook, and to sew skins,
“Now when the animals met the
Ojibwas, they ridiculed them. For
these men had no fur, and no wool,
and no feathers to protect them from
the storms, or rain, or the hot sun.

howe these things should be used. He
told them that the flesh of the animals
was wood for food gud their skins for
covering, Thus the animals were
punished. . The  Craagey

Witaugld - them
also how to draw fire from twa pieces

of wood, one flat and the other point-|
ook their

ed; thus they learned
ood.  The Creator

o honor the hon
‘and_so long us

fovered ! forgot

them food,
“Now in those days the animals
ltook part in the councils of men.

They gave advice to men, being wiser,
(Some are to this day.) Fach animal
took a special care of Ojibwas, There-
fore the Indlang respect the animals
which gave good advice to their gn-
cestors, and this aids them even today
in time of nced.

“The Creator also made the moon

and the stars. Both were to give
life and light to all on earth. Moon
the sacred bathing, thercfore

he s pale and weak, giving but little
light to man. But Sun gives light to
all.  Sun often stops on her trail to
give more time to the Tndians when
they are hunting, of fighting their
enemies. Moon does not, bat always
pursues his wife over the sky trail,
Yey he can never cateh up with her.
(It will be noticed that the Indian
places the moon in the masculine class
and the sun in the feminine, The
whites reverse that. The Mongolian
ancestors of the Indians use tools, and
read and write backward, according
to our way of thinking.)

“The mounds in the Ojibwas’ coun-
iry are the camping places of the
Spirit sent down by the Creator to
visit the Tndians. This spirit tanght
| the men how to cook their food and
to cure their wounds. He is still high-
Iy honored.”

The Fat Woman's Fall

For a short time after Wawinges
had spoken there was silence in the
group, evidently the statement was
percolating through the brains of his
auditors. Then Dewendons, another
visitor, belonging to the Senecas, told
how his people had come upon the
face ol the earth.

“The Senecas were the People of
the Fheasants. They were the first
people in the world. At first they
lived in the earth, Now, in the

The Ojibwas were sad because of
this.  Then the Creator gave them |
hows and arrows, and tanght them |

Earth-land, they had many vines.
Then at last one vine grew up through
a hole in the Farth-plain, far above
their heads. Omne of their young men
at once went up the vine until he
came out on the Earth-plain, Te
came out on fthe flag country, on the
bank of u river, just where the Seneca
village . now stands (centuries ago).
He looked all about him, The Farth-
plain was very beautiful, There were
many animals there. He killed one
(with his bow and arrow, and found it
good for food.

“Then the young man returned to
his people under the -ground. He told
them zll he had seen. They held a
council, and then they began to elimb
up the vine to the Earth-plain. Some
of the chiefs and the young warriors
and many of the women went up.
Then came a very fat woman, The
chiefs said, 'Do not go up.’ But she
did and the vine broke. The Senecas
were very sorry about this. Becanse
no more could go up, the tribe on the
Earth-plain is not very large. And |
no man could return to his village in |
the ground. Therefore the Senecas
built their village on the banks of the
river. But the rest of the people re-
mained under ground.” i

When the fat waman fell with the

l'who manufactured
|

| Hal

‘was underground, the culvert was
. built "under Peale’s lane and_its name |

vine and struck the fobr T6f the
Farth-land & must have eaused an
awlul shock to the bowels of the earth
—and the earth tremors that we now
feel ap different times must be fever-
brations of that fall and shock.

Others spoke about the worship of
the Sun and of the Grear Spirit who
moved among the trees andwthrough
the valleys but whom they could not
sec or understand, indicating an out-
reaching of the heart after the Infin-
ite. Such gatherings at the twilight
hour when the voice of natnre was
beginning to be heard after the noise
of the day had subsided. were the only
scthools or theological seminaries that
these ahorigines attended, and, if their
views of creation and the Creator
were a little obscure or confused—the:
caus¢ may be found in the multitudin-
ous legends and myths that were
passed from mouth to mouth, some of
these in Genesee, on the banks of the
Wingohacking  adjoining  the ol
“Redman's Trail?

A Great Change

It was very seldom, judging from
our information, that the Indian wom.
an took part in these discussions or in
other religious exercises. Condit'ons
have changed since then. We recall
hearing of a squaw in one of the
western reservations who was a back-
biting gossip, delighting in seiting
neighbor against neighbor by carry-
ing tales back and forth, wsing wile
language and indulging in practices
that were lowering, being a bad ex-
ample to all in the village.

After an ahsete of scveral monthsa
mission worker returned to thie reser-
vation and was amazed at the change
that had taken place in this mischisi-
maker, She found her visiting the
sick, helping the other women and
children of the reservation in any pos-
sible way she could, always speaking
a kind word about one neighbor to
another, and she al36 looked different.

The worker expressed her surprise
and pleasure at the great change that
had taken place and asked how it had
come about, “Oh" said the changed
woman, “you know what T was® )
tangled wp. skein of thread, no good
to anyone, only harmful.  Put Jesus,
tormerly "6f Galilee, but now of the
whole wide world, came along and
touched the " tangle out of the skein
and straightened out my dife: and
touched into it a love for my netuh-
bors and a desire to undo the harm I
have dome by doitng things worth-
while”  And this woman who had
obtziied a proper conception of the
Great Spirit may be a descendant of
the mother who sang the lullaby to
her [tle brown lassie on the edge of
the old Redman’s Trail.

Wingohocking Valley

At the foot of Church Lane Hill is
the Wingohocking Valley which detived
1s name from the stream that Acwed
through its center, To the southeast was
a stretch of meadowland known at one
time as Mehl's meadow, Through this
ran Peale's lane, named for Charles Wil
son Peale, the well-known artist, col-
lector of wild and other animals;, and
gas in Independence

1‘1“3 lived at Belfield, which rose abave
the yalley gnd when Wingohocking creek




was then changed to Beliield avenue.

Before the sewér was built and the
houses erected on the east of it, Mehl's
meadow was a beautiiul spof. At its head
on the Old T'rail stood a row of large
willow trees under which George Wash-
ington, when living in Germantown,
would sit and view the beautiiul land-
scape below, which included the old
fRock Howse"—still standing—that  is
built fpon a rock then washed by the
waters of the Wingohocking, This was
the old Shoemaker farm house and it is
gaid that William Penn preached here
upon several oceasi

ms, for Brother Shoe-
maker (Shumacher) was.a Quaker.

On the southwest side of  this meadow
now stands the Wingohocking station of
the Reading Railroad, surrounded: ty—2a
grove of stately beech trees and fine
shrubbery.
|  The Wingohocking creek crossed the
Trail under a long brown bridge just
jeast of the present railroad bridge. We
'recall this bridee and that it was built
lguite low, One dav, toward evening, dur-
{ing a heavy thunder storm, the dam that
{was then located at what is now Chelten
avenue and Morton street, and which re-
ceived the water from Kelley’s dam and
of a stream that ran down what is now
Morton street, gave way and the liberated
waters carried away chicken houses, sta-
bles, sheds and the Armat street bridge,
After the bridge was carried away the
driver for Robert Steel, of Cedar Park
Farm, who had driven to the station to
meet Harry Steel, son of Robert, started
to cross where he supposed the bridge
was and both he and young Steel, to-
gether with the two horses, perished. The
next morning the bodies of these and
also those of some cows were found
among the wreckage that had piled up at
Church lane bridge which had held fast
when everything else seemed to have giv-
en away. ) -

An Ancient Mill

Near this bridge on Hancnck street,,
|now Baynton, stands an old mill known
for years as the Roberts Mill and which
has heen confused by some writers with
the old Townsend-Roberts mill, a, mile
or so farther back on the Old Trail, This
was used by Spencer Roberts and his
sons as a grist mill while they continued
to use the older one at Mill Creek and
after the latter was abandoned.

At the outhreak of the Civil War
Major Oscar Roberts, brother of Mrs.
F. V. Hoyt, John T, and Enoch T. Roh-
erts, was in charge. He left this po-
sition to enter the army the old mill
was disposed of by the Roberts, and has
since been used as a shoddy mill and a
storchouse for an oil company.

Just how old the structure is we have
been unable to Tearn, but as it stood near
the line where the railroad was boilt in
1832 the lower windows on the west and
north sides were bricked up when the
filling was made for the railroad em-
bankment and that arches were built to
allow the waters of Hoflev Run to pass
under the embankment into the Wingo-
hocking indicates that it was there then,
and was possiblby an old structure at that
date,

This mill is an old Germantown relic™
that has been overlooked by writers and
students of Germantown history. To the
writer it is interesting, being orohably

[ the only remaining mill in this old bor-

omgh that was run hy water power. The
water that ran it was brought from Hen-|
ey run through a sluicewny anmd wosden
channel f(rom Cumberland and Armat
streets, running over the sites of the
power house of Wilson & Garilier's sand

yard and  Jones? “hniber yard, Possibly

the canse of ite abandbnment by the Rob-

erts was the scareity of water and the

close proximity of Stokes' steam grist

mill, of which we will speak later.
Busy Smoky Hollow

Passing under the raitroad

1 origh the i

oup of mills i mantown.

clude Hamil's yarn mills, Weoods & Lo-
zan's guoilt mill, Smith's lelting Works,
Brown's Continental Afills and
dell's pencil factory
plants would make a long and mstrictive
story, but we will h i
with the statement that some results of
their presence here have heen the bring-
ing of millions of dollars ta German-
town, the establishing of hundreds of
homes, the making of many {ortoues and
the aickening of the financial and bug-
mess mierests of Germantown.

At the rear of the property at the cor-
ner of Germantown road and the Old
Trail is a driveway through which vou
see the parish house and the cathedral-
likke structure of St. Tuke's P, E, Church,
In the tower of this chirch iz a chime
of sweet toned bells which ring the gos-
pel message into the ears of church goers
and others on the Old Trail. The thimes
are the delight and pride of the neigh-
borhaod. ;

The driveway was miven to the hold-
ers of property abutting on it hy the |
Wayvne family, who had a ¢ 1wl rent
indenture upon a property 1
at Germantown road and the

L
(7}
written on {
cleskin parchment
1 2592 =quare in
Thevy would
dandy rings

Mr. Woods, who was one of the hold-

told us that the property with the

1l rent contract was divided into

ns and that all the contracts, with
one exception were hought up. The ex-
ception is running around loose some-
where,

Mr. Woads also positively declared |
that the last fire to which the old en. |
gine or punip—Shagrag—now in the
Mutual Fire Insurance huilding, respond-
ed, was in or near this driveway, and
not on the west side as some have de-
clared; and Wilson ought to know,

A BSite with a History

Two hundred and forty-seven years
ago Richard Townsend, the first recorded
settler of Germantown, built the first
water power grist mill in Philadelphia
county, This was the one we have men-
tioned and later known as the Roberts'
Mill,

One hundred and fifty-five years later,
or ninety-two years ago—May 11, 1838—
the cornerstone was laitl on the Old Trail
of the first steam grist mill in Pennsyl-
vania on the site now occupied by Sem-
incle Hall, 45 Church lane.

make

Wyndam F. Stokes, for many , years |
presihem of the Mutual Fire ]nsur;nce
company and active in other enterprises,
including the building of Stokes’ Block, |
was the owner of the mill and laid the
cornerstone in which was placed a T}f.r'i-
tle that was discovered when the build-
ing was demolished fifty-one years later, |
which when opened vielded a fund of |
interesting data, including shinplasters of
various denominations, statements by John
F, Watson and Charles F. Ashmead.l
names of mechanics engaged in the erec-.

tion of the buildine, wage scale in those

A history of these |

| | days, market prices of commodities, names

oi churches in the Township, names of
Township officials, with the exception
of Jacab C. Bockius as clerk, and other
items of interest. The population at that
time was 5.500,

On the top of this mill was placed
the old rooster weathervane that had ior-
merly crowned the Reformed Church,
just over the back fence. This rooster
1s now on display in the relic case of !

the Market Square Church.

The upper floor of this mill was
fitted up as a hall and used by various
organizations for meetings. It was known l
| as Stokes’ Hall. Among those who used
it were the Millerites or Second Ad-
ventists, who had set a day in 1844 for
the second epiphany to take place, Many
were attracted to their meetings, inclid-
ing Freddy Axe, a storckeeper  at the |
| corner of the Trail, of whom we will
write later. Tt'is said that crowds would
gather outside the hall while the meetings
were m progress and often made it un-
comfortable for those within,

The old mill“with its hall was hought
in 1886 by Seminole Tribe, No. 30, of
the Improved Order of Red Men and &
good picture of it now hangs in the lodge
room of the present building.

In 1889 the Tribe demolished the old
buildine and erected the present struc- |
ture which is known as Seminole Fall,
in which numerous lodees of other or-
ganizations meet, It js fquite appropriate
that this Tribe of Red Men should have |
[ their wigwam on the Old Redman's Trail, |
| This hall is located & few vards from
| Market Sguare which we will consider
lm the next chapter.

Horse Stealing

The group of Indians that sat in-|
side the long house not only exchanged
views on the origin of their people but
told of their experiences in hunting,
horse stealing and conflicts with metii-
bers of distant tribes,. Nearly all of
them' had engaged in expeditions to
increase their stock of horses at the
expense of others,

Some of these expeditions had pro-
voked wars that had resulted in many
casualties aniong their people. In fact
the people of one of the visitors in
| the group had warred against the very
tribe of which he was a guest: but
peace had come and they were enabled
to exchange views on the cause of the
conflicts, ~which brieily stated, were
horse stealing, squaw kidnapping and
reprisals,

From Grinnel's interpretation and
other sources we glean the record of
several of thése which must
have taken place in the Wingohocking
Valley the war of 1600, of
which we will speak later,

Signals and Strategy

After a season of feasting the peo
ple had retired'to their various abodes:
All the poise: of the village had died
away; even the wolves had! ceinsed
their howling and the dogs slept; only
the creek kept up ils murmur.

The moon, which was alrdady high
in the heavens when' the sun Had set,
was now dropping toward the west-
ernt horizon. The stars were glow-
ing and the lodges cast black shadows
that reached a long distance. [t was
the middle of the night, In front 6f
the lodges were tied horses, a few
lying down but most of them standing
| with their legs a little spread apart,
Al were alike asleep. 1t was very
still,_and the soft tmrmur of the wa-

ratds

hetare




Ter on 4he stoncs ilw Scemed loud,
et it was not always the same, for
isometimes it grew clearer and more
distinet, and again seemed to die away
and almost to cease.

. The time went by, and now there
came from the creek once or twice
another sound, as if two stones had
been knocked together. It was very
faint, hardly to be heard; but if the
splashing of water had been joined to_
\this. faint click, it might have been
thought that some one was crossing
the stream, walking through the creek.
displacing the stones as he went.

The noisc was not repeated, but a
little later there was something at the
edge of the cut bank above the stream
thiat had not been there before—a dark
objcet in the shadow of the low sage
brush that might have been a round
iblack stone.

Some time passed, and suddeniv a
man’s form appeared erect above the
‘hank, and with a half dozen quick,
noiseless steps moved into the black
shadow of one of the lodges. A meo-
mentsa later, a1 second form appearcd,
and then likewise disappeared. There
wis another interval, and then two
men walked ont into the light and
passed _quietly along the line wf the

lodges’ and long houses.  They did
ndt. try to hide themselves, Thut
walked steadily along disappearing

for a moment, and then coming out
again into the moonlight and if any-
ane had ' seen them, he might have
|thought that two men of the camp

or village were returning late to their ©

homes, 3

Apr length one of them seemed to
have reached his lodge, and the other
walked on a little further alone; and.
then he, too, disappeared in the sha-
dow, and did not step again into the
imgonlight, .

And now hehind two of the lodges
in the village, before which were tied
swift running horses, were crouching
two young men waiting, watching, lis-
‘tening to see i all was quict.  The
moon was sinking, the shadows were
growing longer, the light all about
was dunmer, but it was still clear
moonlight, and one could see a long

way {
Chief Sinasta i

Sinasta  (the leader of the party)!
waited for a little time with his ear
close to the lodge skins, He could
liear the regular breathing of the)
sleepers within, Onece or twice hel
rose to his feet; about to step around
into the light in front of the lodge.
but some slighy sound froam within
warned ' him to wait. At length he
rose, and, knife in  hand, walked
quickly to the ‘horses and stooped
down; but at that moment he heard
a loing sigh, a rustle of robes and in
an -instant and without a sound he
again vanished behind the lodge. A
. soft step was heard within, the door
was thrown open, and a man stepped
ot into the light. |
Sinasia was lying on the ground in
ithe Black shadow. e held his kiile
between his teeth, his bow in his left
(hand, and a sheaf of arrows in his
right.

arrow  through him,
then disappesr in the
aiited

scalp him a

Mhere, within @ few feet of
[him, stdod an enemy, unconscious of |
danger. 1f would be easy to shaot an |

desire.  "Buj he femembered that he
was the leader of a war party, and had
told his yeung men that they were tn
take horses and not to kill enemtjes.
unless they should be discovered and
it should become necessary, It would
not be right fer him to do something
that the I_1ad told his followers not to
do: Besides, to kill this man misht
bring save of his party into danger.

The man would yell, people would
rush cut-of their lodpes (o sece what
had hapoened and some of Sinasta’s
young men might be caught. Sa Sin-
asta lay there and waiterl. * The man
vawned, stretched himself, and stocd

-

for a few moments looking up and

down the vallev. Then he re-entered
the lodge and lay down, drawing his
robe over him and soon his regular
breathing told that he slept.
A Clean Get-Away
Now Sinasta quickly arose, slipped
his bow and arrows into their case,
ane stepping around in front of the
lndges, cut loose twor of the horses
there and led them up the stream to-
ward the beecch timber near the trail.
He walked on the side of the horses
away from the lodge, stooping low so
as to he out of sight, and the animals
looked like two loose horses walking
away from the camp. In" the edge of
the timber he met his companion, who
nad alsé taken two horses, They led
the animals through the l;cf-rlgc‘;.
across the trail, up the stream a little
farther, passing the rocks near where
Kelly's dam was d#erward built .and,
out inta the open fields ahove.
Mounting here they rade for a mile
or so, till thev reached a ravine near
the trail (York Road) running north.
In this ravine was a large band of
loose horses collected from the neigh-
borhood and herded by fivenm —ce-

.'yqlmgl;man. ‘Sinasta said to them: “It

15w my brothers, let us go™ ?[nf
a moment all were mounted, The
horses were started, at first sluw]‘y,,
but in a short time they were being
hurried along at their very best gpeed, !
.and hefore morning they were many |
miles away, . |

Tt was in this way, explained those
who were grouped inside the entrance
to the long house, that the members
lof a war parly entered the enemy’s|
‘camp when they had set out bent only |
an  securing  plunder, horse-stealing
being the principal feature. i

At another time this same Sinasta |
entered a camp and waiting for some
little time, watching a party ol gam-
blers who were playing “hands” in a
Jodge belore which was tied a horse
which he greatly desired 1o take! At
Zenptl, when he supposed all the
players. were deeply interested, he
stepped forward to cut loose the ani-
wal, Bot just as he was about to do
s6 the door-llap was lilted and; two
men came out and walked off a little
to one side and behind the lodge, Sin-
jasta was just stooping to cut the rope
as he saw the Hap lifting. He stood up
and walked directly up to the en-
trance, passing close to the men who
had come out, and who took him for
some one belonging to the encamp-
ment about o enter the lodge and
take part in the gambling. e liftad
the flap-as il o enter, and then letling
it fall, s-Iiﬁpa_tl;,-mund the lodge and
ot of sight. .

&

again, cut loose the horse, led it awayl
from the Todge, nmounted and  rode
off. e was hardly on its back be-
fare the loss was discovered, but he
made good his escape,
~ Penetrating thus into the verv midst
of the enemy’s camp required not a
little nerve. The successful horse-taker
must be cool and ready in.emergency,
as well as daring. There was always
a fair probability that the warrior
would be discovered, for in such a
Inrge camp, such as Genesee, there
was usually someone moving about,
or if not, the dogs were likely to hark.
If a man yas recognized as a strang-
er, he had to act quickly to save his
Hite. It can, therefore, be readily un-
derstood that these expeditions were|
fulk of excitement and danger,
Retaliation
Ogontz was tlie head chief of Gen-
see, @ man of tact but high spirited
ind he and his subordinate ¢hiefs felt
the disgrace and loss mflicted wpon
the camp' by the acts of Sinasta and his
tompanions, representatives of theiren-
emics from beyond thé northern hranch
u-f_ the Susquehanna, in  these night
raids upon the village. The loss of
several of the best horses in the en-
campment intensified their sdesire for!
revenge. = t
Yana (Bear), one of the under-
t‘ln-;?s felt the sting keenly, as his fa-
vorite ‘mount wgs one of those tuken
in the last raid *In council it was
r.lm:l(lgd to make i’i’:&fmter-midg in their
cnemies!  territory and  Yana . asked
that he might lead the first raiding
party. This party was made up of
rh!e- bravest and best riders in the
tribe and they started north with the
fle‘tr_-rmin:zlinn ot to return  except
with horses, squaws and perhaps
51?{1!.[;.‘-', taken from their fuoes,
For~two days they rode and“then
forded the river near where thev
knew the enemy was encamped, Legy
g the horses with two of the I
th_t:v climbed a hill from which a view
of the camp could be obtained and
lh!.‘rc they waited and planned for i}
rdid that night. Seme were _as_sirz,lnu-;i.
1o, take three or four squaws from the
post prominent tepees while the oth-
cis were (o gather all the horses they |
could get away with and hasten back
to where they had left their own
pories.

A Big Success

Yana and a companion drew mnear
to the encampment where festivities
were being held and decided that they
must get into the camp at once. It was
proposed that they should imitate the
sportive young ‘men of the camp, that
one should ehase the other info the
circle of lodges or tepees, and that
then they should wrestle, separate and

| then hide. The plan was carried out

They crept as near the tepees as they
dared-and then springing to their feet,
raced over the open space. Thew did
not run directly toward the camp, but
drew near the tepees gradually, and at
length they darted between two of
them and into the circle, and then the
pursuer with a shout caught the other,

fand they struggled and rolled an the

eround.

Parting again, they ran on, and for
some time raced about the camp, nmi-
tating the play of the boys and youug

tryin




{tépees, they saw a pen in which were

 three fine horses, one of which Yana.

 recognized as his own, and they de-
i_ten:ained to take them first,

When meost of the people had gone

(to their tents, the fires had died down!

(and the camp was more quiet, thie two
‘Lenapes stole to the pen and made a
{hole in the side as noiselessly as pos-
isible. Two of the horses were secured
without any difficulty but the thizd
was wild and made so much noise that
the owner, a chicf, came out of the
tepee to see what caused the disturb-
ance and lost his life and scalp for so
doing,

The horses were led to a place be-
vond the Inst tepee and Yana and his
‘comrade retufned for more plunder,
Passing a tent where a group of their
foes were gambling near a fire thev
lay down and watched the game

through an opening made by a raised '

“flap of the tent. Yana's companion
became so interested in the game that

he Dbegan to. bet with Yanan on the
results and lost every time,
Finally, not being able o contral

his anger any longer, he called the
‘man who held the bone outside and
after taking him bevond the range of
light caused by the hre, he chided
him for making him losc and tock his
life and scalp, causing Yana to drag
him away and they hastily mounted the
liorses they had secured and rede ra-
pidly  to the rendevous where they
fonrd the balance of the party with
several horses, three squaws and a
scalp as {ruits of the night’s adventire.
Twe of them reported that one of
the squaws had been taken from a
tepee where a scalped ma'w lay ont-
side, pessibly the owner of the horses
that Yana had taken. The tent was
probably raided while Yana and his
lcomrade were betting on  the gam-
i bling a short distanee away.

The party were soon mounted, re-

forded the river and were a long dis-
tance from the encampiment hefoé.g the
work of the raiders was discovered.
They suspected who were respongsible
for their losses and decided that the
Lenni Lenapes over awhom Ogontz
presided  should suffer  severely  for
their ‘Audacions acts,
A Warm Reception

In less than two days Yana and his
band were received at  Geneser with
jubilation not osly because they had |
returned in safety with [ruits of the
raid, but because they had wiped ont
the disgrace and chagrin that had re-
sulted from the raids wpon their own
home village, These gare hut g few of
the episodes in the records of Gene-
see on the Wingohocking, across which
the eld Redman’s Trail ran.

It i well to recall that there were
no  newspaners, railroads and others
wife are talked pf in these days of
news-spreading devices that are com-
oy in these days, therefore, the re-
turn of a raiding party with plunder
was talked about longer in those davs
by the villagers than the stealing ofia
million ollars and another man's
rosh and worry, e -

‘War Clouds
Amidst the jubilations over the safe
return of the raiding party under
Yona, Chief Ogontz and his advisers
sat i council and debated whiat would
be the oulcome of the raid, They knew
the disposition of Black Fo% (Inali),

the chief of the tribe that had been|

naided and presumed that he would

not calmly submit to the stealing of|

his' horses and the wife of one of his
junior chiefs. and that a speedy re-
venge would be planned and attempt-
ed.

Just what form this would take was

Y

| horses carryving provisions and addi=

la question that was aarefully consid:
ered but all semed to agree that it
would. be on a large scile, possibly an
attempt to annibilate the village " and
its people would be made and that
speedily, while the blood of their foes
was hot.
Feverish Preparations

Scouts were sent out with instrue-
tions to get a line on the activities of
!Black Ifox and his warriors and re-
port wt once if preparations for war
were started; at the same time Ogontz
ordered his own fint workers to in-
crease the implements as rapidly as
possible.

In four or five days one of the
scouts returned with the information
that Black Fox was mustering and in-

&

to do if certain emérgencies arose, afl
when an® attack was made they must
hasten to the lower part of the village
and in the event of defeat they were
to flee southward toward the camp a‘
Rising Sun. |
The Great Battle of 1600

Three days after the first scout re-
ported another rode hurriedly info
camp and reported to Ogoentz thal
Black Faox had forded the Susque-
hanna, with fully 500 mounted and
well atmed warriors and many pack-

tional war implements and were all
headed towkrd Gonesee. It was Tate
in the afternoon when he arrived and
he expressed the opinion that they
would make an attack upon the village
the night of the following day.

Black Fox and his chiefs had de-
cided upon a massed central attack,
the location and details of the sur-
mroundings of Genesee heing well
known to some of them, but they real-
ized that complete success would de-
pend in g large measure upon their
ability to make a surprise attack while

the Lenapes were off their guard.|
They understood - that in peaceinl
Itimes there were put few important!

W a camp like Gen-
and that jubilation over a sue
cessful maid would take different forms

eveats in the Ll

structing his lighting force slmcl that i geveral davs and nights.
the entire camp was gathering wa.rl 3 ing that so much depended on

implements, provisions and other ne-|
cessities of a warpath venture. Scalp
and war dances were held while he
was reconnoitering and that the en-
tire people secemed to be worked up
into a frenzy for war.

This report, confirming the views of

Ogontz and his chiefs, increased the
activitiss ol the Geneseeans for the
deflense of their wvillage and led the

chiels to plan how best to meet the
attacks wmade by codes or methods
used by various chiefs, One of these
methods was to surround the villzge
and wait till all were asleep and thep
steal into huts and lodges and dotheir
hloody work as swiftly as possible be-
fore an alarm could be given. Anpther
method was to attack the center of|
the village if it was a long one (such
as (enesee), and while in the midst of
festivities overcome the leaders and
then clean ofit the village by dividing
forces and destroying both wings at
the same time or by ' keeping their
forees together destroy one wing and
then repeating with the other.
Knowing the methods used by Black
Fox in other campaigns Ogontz de-
cided that he would use the last plan
and that an attempt would be made to
‘take the center of the villige, where
'the council chamber gnd chiefs’
houses were situzated, by an attack in
the rear, over the hill, now Belficld
farm, and up the ravine leading from
Wister's Hollow. His men were
drilled to resist such an attack it
provision was also made to meet ps-
saults from other directions. By sig-
nals agreed upon groups would be

calied from different points to the cen-.

ter ‘of attack,

It was also planned to have the
council fire blazing and diances take
place in front of the
that the attackers might be lod to be-
lieve that their presence was unsus.

pected, Instructions wére given tof
the squaws of the village as to what

Couneil house ||

ment surprise in their expe-
n, scowts or outriders were sent
ad and bevond their Aanks, but
Tenape scouts cluded them. When
they halted for rest and food after
leaving the Susquehanna many miles
‘in the rear two of the warriors were
Ibitten by rattlesnakes and after proper
treatment  they were loft hehind to
care for themselves until the return
of the war party, for Black Fox felt
the need of every man in the com-
pany.

Indian Strategy

.Vl%;hegf-thny arrived wit‘l;i!n :lbo:;i! fg:;.
miles of Genesee they halted, divide
their horses into g:ram of 100 each

‘;[.11:1. picketed each drove some dis~
tance apart covering a line of mearly
two miles, that, if they were discov-|
ered the size of the force would not be
| known and if defeated only one drave
|would be captured. Two Indians were
| left in charge of each drove. !
The plan was to start at sunset and
rauch Genesee an hour or so later, All
these details were discoyered by a
daring. Lenape who enclosed h_in-gself
in the bark of a tree stump about eighy
fect high, and guessing where they
would halt stood perfectly still for
over an hour, being taken for the
stump of a tree with an uneven top
With care he moved away but one
warrior in the brush thought he saw
sontething move and walked around
the trees and his hark outht, locking
for the moving object hefore rejoining
his companions. The Lenape finally
worked himself to a plate of  safety
near where his well drilled horse was
ing down and speeded to the camp
where he told Chief Ogontz what he
hiad (iseovered. ’ 1
After learning the logation of the
droves of horses Ogonlz selected ten
of his braves and told them
e i s .




battle was 7 of {lie Le
lavercome: | guards. an ing thel
‘horses into camp. Ogontz feeling that
‘he had outguessed Black Fox so far
lin his plans, felt that he could con-
[linue to do so when the attack was
tmade and was confident that the fight
[wuuld result in their favor- This con-
fidence he imported to his chiefs and
men and they awhited the hour of at-
[tack with a feeling of restrained assur-{
ance at the same (ime realizing that
some of them would bite the dust be-
fore victory was won, Some of thel
thoughtfal ones watched the sun as it
sank pelow the western horizon with|
the question in their minds,~ “Would
the Great Spirit be on their side in’
the conflict that wis just ahead?”

As the night shades lowered the
fwonien and children made their way
to the lower end of the camp, some
iperhaps, with fear in their hearts,
|whi1c others wished they might take
their place in the line of battle and
cover themselves with glory. The
council and other fires were kindled
by the reserves and @ little danecing
indulged i while they kept their eyes
on their weapons of war lying nearby,
| The warriors took their nssigneﬁ
places ap the front, some hehind large
horse-hide shields, carried by one of
their comrades, from behind which at,
least three could shoot and at the
samie time he partially protected from |
the fAving lirrows of their foes. Tt
should be remembered ' that powder)
| was unknown to the Indians at this
time. X

The Fatal Attack :

The braves had hardly taken their
positions before they became aware
of the near presence of other humans,
instinet, well-known signs and mani-
festations told them that their fees

selves for the impact. The enemy not

wereg convinced that their presence
was not known by the Lenapes andas
they heard'ithe sound of dance and
song in theé valley below they threw
aside their customary caution and ad-
vanced in large groups umtil they

were i the midst of Belfield farm—
now the site of LaSalle College—just
beyond the ridge that overlooked the
](‘amp.

Just at this moment certain soumds
werd heard, and a group of Lenapes
ran oup from the right wing of their!
tline and set fire to piles of brush along|
what is now known as Belfield woods
{(Boy Scout Camp Grounds); at the
same time all fires in the village wereq
extinguished. The light in the rear of
the Lenapes was thus removed while
the blazing piles of brush in the reas
of the Susquehannas made of them
easy targets for the arrows of the de-
fenders,

With a wvell storms of arrows were
shot at the invaders as the shield bear-
ers pushed forward toward the foe
After the first shock of surprise had
passed  the invaders, realizing that
they were in a trap, let loose a terrific
vell, which expressed rage, venom and
determination to sell their lives as
idearly as possible, They returned the

arrow fusillade of their foes with one
tequally as bitter but nog as effective,
ifor the Lenapes were protected hy
‘their shields,

led by their ehiefs they

tpped

_and_charged the dcfenders;

i to the right was cnabled to bring his

were at hand and they prepared them-,

having come in cantact with sentries,.

their bone daggers and stonc)

fthese came from behind their shields |
‘o et the invaders' enslagght with|

similar weapons and the
“to=hand fight was' on, Parrying and
lunging, retreating and then dashing
forward again the bitter contes; waged
for many minutes dnd many fell on
each side.

One duel of wnusual interest
place over near the burning brush be-
tween Yona and Sinasta, the vyoung
raiding chiefs who were largely re-
sponsible for the battle that was now
raging. They fought ferociously, real-
izing that it was a fght to a finish.
As they wyelled and lunged at each
other and turncd aside the thrustsand
strokes ammed at them, others became
interested in the duel and some from
cach side seemed to Dbe trunsfixed at
the ferocity and skill of the comba-

'tants. Finally Yona by a swift spring

loody hand-

hatchet down upon the lifted arm of his
wopponent, knocking the dagger from
his hand and then, with, a lightning-
like thrust set his own knife into the
vitals of Sinasta, With another rapid
stroke he removed the scalp of the
fallett one and with a triumphant vell
waved it above his head.
The Retreat

This started the retreat which|
iproved to be a costly one, for in spite
of the loss of mpny of their comrades
the Lenapes fought with a fury that|
amazed the invaders and caused them
to leave the field in haste, followed by
the arrows and wvells of the wvictors
When' the retreating warriors reached
the old Redman's Trail, near where
Richard Townsend later built his mill,
they came in contact with a contingent
from the encampment on the Tacony,
they having received alale message of
the expected attack, Here many oth-
ers met their death, dying on the Old
Trail.

took i

They pushed on toward their horses |
but when those who remained who,
owned the western-most drove reached |
the place where they had been pic--|
keted they found the bodies of the
two braves left in charge, but ths

horses were on their way to Genesee.|
They then hurried to the next group,
and all who bad escaped the slaughter
were soon mounted and riding rapidiyy
toward the Susquehanna. |
Among those wounded was Black
[Fox. and he expired as they neared
the river, after he had requested that)
his botly be wrapped in his war bl
ket, weighted with heavy stones and|
placed in a deep spot in the river, His
request was complied with, '.:h-'Jﬂl)'l
after the return of the defeated war-!
riors, they broke camp and moved )
about forty miles north. i
|

After the Battle

‘That night was a busy one in Gen-
csee: their own wounded were hrought!
in and: cared for; the dead were gath- |
cred together and counted, It was |
found that victory had heen .&r'.curtdl
at la heavy cost and the exultation ov-|
er the successiul outcome of the bat-)
tle was mingled with sorrow for the|
slain ones and their kin. In such a|
battle much war material was used on
both sides. J. 1. Watson in his An-
nals save: “The quantity of Tndian:
arrowheads, spears and batchets, all
of flint-and stone and attached to wond-
en or withe handles, still ploughed up.
in the fields is great. I have seenl
lome of 4 heap of two hundred to-
gether, in @ circle of the size of a
bushel; some of them, strange to say,

‘ure” those from challk beds, and not at
all like the flint of our part of the
country.” Possibly some of these
were hmong those that were brought
from beyond the Susquehanna by thel
‘avaders. i

If such Ilarge numb;rs .wu'é
ploughed up on the battlefield over

Ft\.lm hundred years after the battle,

i !huw many there must have been ly-

fing around the day after the contest
Itook place!

The bodies of the invaders were
gathered, large pyres were built on
the ficld of battle, the torch applied,,
and as the odor and smoke from the
burning piles swept over Genesee, the
grief of these who were mourning the'
[loss of kin was assuaged,

The day following the burning 8
the bodies of the foe the funcral of the
(Geneseeans was held. It was a monrn-|
ful procession that passed through|
the encampment and aut onto the Cfd!
Trail, turning west and slowly moy-|
ing toward the buryingeground whieh!
was located at what is now Schools
'house " lane and Wissahickon avenue
The bodies were buried in a sitting
posture  which explains the short
length of the “mounds” that, were vis-
ible until recent years, War imple-
ments and other articles were buried)
with the fallen warriors.

Some of the mounds were evidently .
leveled By the Hessians during the
Germantown campaign of 1777 or 177
vears after the Indian battle

‘The late Ti- W, Clark built his honte,
“Cloverly,” on part of this ground in
1859 and lived there until his death in
1904. The house and stable were torn
plan to- have guides escort visitors ov-
er histeric Germantown next sump
mer, while Major Allen spoke of the
plins under way to boom the town.
down and the lot given to the city by
the children of Mr. Clark, for a rest
patk, in memory ‘of their father. It
is now known as “Cloverly Park™

In w letter to the writer of this
sketch, Herbert L. Clark, one of the
pons, said: “l understand that in dige
ging the foundations for the house aud)
stable a  number of bullets were
jound, being relics af the Buattle of
sermantown, and ao’ a number OfF
mdinn atrowheads. 1 do not remem-
jer ever having heard from my fa-
her of any Indian burials in the rear

The letter of Mr, Clark  indicates
that the missiles of death of the red
man of 1600 and the white man of
1777 mingled in the old Indian burial
gromnd on the Redman’s Trail, Next
week, the victory parade on the Old
Trail,

Note
In response to queries, we wish to
jrepeat what we said -at the begisnning
i of the sketch, that the North Ameris
rcan Indians, of which the Leani Let-

|{#pes were u branch, were of a differ~

ent race than were the Mayas, the
 Zapotecs, the Toltecs and the Aztecs,
who succeeded each eother In Bouth
and Central America and in Mexio
Some of the latter may have mingied
with the North Amnterican race pear
the Rig Grande which may  explain
some of the customs they had in com-
maon. Buy a comparison of the Ma-
vans and the Indians who roamed ov-
er what became the United States, in-
dicate that they did not have a com.
mon ancestry, The same may be saidl
of the Eskimos.

e S



Chapter Seven ‘

Victory Celebration

A few days after the burial of the
braves, scouts brought to Chiei Ogontz
the information that their foes were mov-
ing their village farthier north, thus indi-
cating that they had learned a lesson and
that there woitld be no further attempts
in the near fulure to renew the attack
upon the Lenapes of Genesee. When
this news reached the ears of the people a
movement was started among the voung-
er braves to celebrate the victory and
soon the entire village got hehind the
plan; then in council the matter was |
discussed and plans formulated to make
the demonstration as imposing and mean-
ingful as possible,

When the plans and days were decided
upon’ invitations were sent to the neigh-
boring tribes of Lenapes to attend and
participate in thé celebration which might
continue several days. 'We have looked
in yain for a copy of the invitations sent
out. They may have been delivered ver-
bally and would doubtless include an ac-
count of the battle and victory, including
the losses on both sides, the migration
north of the invaders and a partial state-
ment of what would be attempted in the
festivities. Each encampment was re-
quested to send its athletes, orators, sing-
ers, paraphernalia, costumes, etc, for
dances, parade and other events of the
celebration.

Demonstration Parade

It must be remembered that street pa-
rades and mummers' anfics were not orig-
inal with the whites of this land, for
the Indians who preceded them for cen-

: turies made use of these features in their
| feasts and other festivities. If the "New
Year's Mummers" were to read catefnlly
the records of Indian celebrations they
wonld discover some stunts that, if pulled
off on Broad street, would fmaze and
please the spectators, This 15 a source
of information that mummers have ev-
idently neglected,

About noon of the first day of the the
celebration contingents from the Rising
Sun, Wissahickon and Chestiut TTill en-
campments had assembled at the cross
trails (Main strect and School lane),
while those from Tacony, Frankford
Creele and several from farther east

gathered at the other ¢ross frails (York
toad and Church lane). The plan was

(o march over the Central or Church
Jane section of the “Old Trail,” pass each
wother, and then form at the Wingohock-

ing (Belfield avenue), for the general
parade through the village. This major
parade was to be led by the warriors

gwho had been in the battle, headed by

Dgontz and his staff.

~ The start was made by each section so
that the head of each section would pass
each other at the junclion of the village

street and the Old Trail where the fight-

ing warriors and other Geneseeans were

lined up along the trail. It was a great

eollection of Indian ponies, Indian cos-

tumes with their beaded work and hand |
painted designs, and Indian blankets with

their primitive patterns. The features |
and bodies of the braves were figured and

disfigured in the latest style with paint,

achre and oil, There may have been a

Peale or an Oakley among them, but

their work was not put into a permanent |
form; henee it 'disappeared at the next |

‘hath. -
4wl of th et G

nets i thousands of

zling spectacles when the sun shone upon
ithem, Makisinikewinini (Moccasin Mak-
jer), led the section from Tacony, “Mak”
was a tall, athletic looking chiel, with
bonnet and feather streamers of huge
proportions, He rode his richly capari-
soned steed with majestic dignity, which
indicated that he appreciated the posis
tion he held. IMis staff was composed of
chiefs who had distingnished themselves
either in war, diplomacy er the hunt.

v were mounted on horses that seem-
ed to understand the importance of the
oceasion for they held their heads high.

The section coming from the west was
commanded by Songitche, meaning
stronghearted, and he looked his name!
e was from the camp of the Tower
Wissahickon and a braver, stronger®
hearted chief had never appeared among |
his people than he. Songitche’s staff was'
a}so composed of famously brave war-
Tors,

As the leaders of the two sections
came opposite each other they pave the
famous tomahawk salute. At this time
they were dignity personified. No com- |
manders of vast armies were miore mil--r
itary in their bearing than were these
chiefs as they rode on the Redman's
Trail in 1600. The members of the staffs
also saluted. Their salute included a
raising of the body as 4 rider today
would rise in his stirrups,

Notable Features

There was a large number of horsemen
in the parade in addition to many groups
afoot. * After the salutations of the
chiefs were over some marvelous feats
were performed. by the horsemen as they
came opposite the Geneseeans, who were
watching with much interest the proces-
sions, passing in each direction, 2z they
waited to fall in line to lead the parade
through the village.

Two horsemen were seen’ deing the
spin. around their horses' bodies, trying
hard to beat their rival in speed. How .
they controlled themselves and kept {rom
striking their heads on the ground is a
mystery, This feat was greeted with
shouts of approval from the spectators,
One young fellow stood upright on his
horse’s head. The animal had evidently |
been trained to this act for it held its
neck rigid while continuing to walk. This
stunt was also vigorously approved. We
would lilke to see some of the riding -
murimers with their top hats and dinky
whips, iry to pull off such stunts on !
New Year's Day or Hallowe’sn, Tf they
were .compelled to there would he fewy
riding marshals and bambastic aides,

Nearly all of the riters turned around
and rode with their faces toward their
horses’ tails. One or two balanced them-
selves on their sterns and spun around
like tops. One supple rider thus balanced
himself and then put his right leg around
his neck, but when he tried to put his
cther leg around, he lodt his balance and
slid off his horse’s back, causing those
who were watching to think an injury
was in store {or him: but. as usual, he
landed on his feet Tike a cat. ‘We would
like to ‘see a stout society dame try that |
feat on the floor. There certainly would |
be a puffing which would exceed that |
of “Old Ironsides.” Of course there were |
scores of other tricks performed: the |
foregoing were the unusual cnes recard- |
ef. If a couple had only worn top hats |
and dinky coats they would have caused |
a lavgh a mile long, and perhaps a riot, ;
The ers were not inferior fo the |

M

! 'of skins was a tich one.

i g Bt
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scorned doing such kindergarten move |

ments, Hopping on one hand was a com-
mon feat. One ran and turned a double
front air-spring, landing in front of the
chief's squaws as gracefully as a cat,
mich to their pleasure. Features of one
group of young werriors were reprodic-
ticns of hand to hand conflicts they had
engaged in with notable foes. There were
several tom-tom and singing groups
among the visitors, while many scalps
veere displayed on spears,

We bave written at length of this pa-
rade on the Old Trail because it was a
brilliant pageant, exceeding in spectac-

——

ular features the Meschianea of 1778 and |

was many times larger and of more im-
portance than the political furnouts in
later vears, with their cheap torches, oil.
cloth capes and sixteen cent caps, Some
of these were led by good old “Sam"
Loeb, who when he' wanted his men to
do the wheel on the Old Trail, wouldy
bellow out in a stentorian tone, “Cum
rowlt Like a gate, cum (" - :'

We have also heen carefu! tu note some
of the features of the parade that, if it

should ever be produced by the residents
‘and Indians of the trail of the preseni
day, they will have pen pictures of part
of it to start with.
Parading Through Genesee

By the time the different sections head~
ed by Makisinikewinini and Songi
had returned to the junction of the t
and lane that ran through Genesee, the
Geneseean horsemen were mounted and
ready to lead the visitors through the
village. The addition of one hundred or
more horses, as ‘g result of the battle, to
the village’s stock made this company a
formidable one and it was with a
Iock that Ogontz rode to the head of
it, after inviting the leading visiting
chiefs to fall in with his Sﬂi i

"We wish we could present tor the read-
ers of this sketch pictures of this pro-
cession as it passed throuzh the beauti-
ful Wingohocking valley. There were no
cross roads, bridges, dumps or quarries
to impede the progress of the paraders
ot to mar the beauty of the stirroundings, |
|At each tepee and hotise there were tro-
phies of the war path, the hunt and of

* lindnstry in the form of implements, skins,

Ibaskets, mats and blankets. The digplay

How the people did shout and yell as

their braves rode by, some with their
first laurels and scalps of victory | These
shouts were answered by ‘*he trinmphant
vells of the visitors who vied with each
other as groups, in noise mwaking, The
valley has since witnessed large. picnic,
parties, steeplechasine groups, tablet tm-
veiling demonstrations and streams of |
automobiles, but methinks, they would
have to go some and then more too, to
pget within hailing distance of the wvie-s
tory celebration of 1600,

After the homle riders had passed
¥through the village thev returned to the
' center through a lane lined on hoth sides

with wvisitors ' who yelled themselves
hoarse as they unstintingly acclaimed the
victorious legion. Tf there were any envy
|or jealousy in their hearts toward the
‘wvictors it was not manifested during this
day nf days in the history of Genesee!
dnstead comradeship, unrestrained cordi-
|ality and admiration prevailed, d



Other Features

After the victors had saluted and re-
passed Ogontz and his staff, who had
stationed themselves on their horses op-/
posite the big rock at the curve of the
stréam, which gave them a view up and
down the valley, they dispersed, and, with
the visitors, stationed themselves on the
wooded hillsides near the council square
where other events were to take place.
The hills on each side of the valley at
this point, with a level surface in the
center, which was used as an arena, made
| a natural outside theatre,

We cannot describe all the events that
took place during the afternoon. Space
forbids, The horse bucking, short horse
dashes, in which success depended alto-
gether on a quick getaway, and daring
bare-back riding won the approval of the
crowd. The feats performed in the pa-
rade were repeated, some in competition,
as the different encampments had cham-
‘pions for nearly all events,

An interesting featurc was the contest
among the bowmen, first at targets from
different positions of the body and dis-
tances, and then the vertical shootine.
This was done from a ring drawn in the
center of the arena, about nine feet in
diameter. The bowmen would stand or
kneel in this circle and shoot into the
air, the object being to have the arrow
return as near to the center as possible.
This required keen judgment in the turn-
ing of the arrow and the velocity oi the
wind. The brave who won this was Aw-
inita (Young Deer), of the Lower Wis-
shhickon camp, whose three arrows all
fell within the cicle, one very near the
center,

There were also wrestling and running
contests, some of the latter being hur-
dles, in which the agile forms of the
Indians were displayed to fine advan-

As Yana's victory over Sinasta had
been talked about quite freely among the
people a request was made that the con-
test be re-enacted by Yana and one who
had witnessed it. The request was com-
plied with, Yana using the same wea-
pons he used in the battle and his oppo-
nent using Sinasta’s, which had been pre-
served, The contest was purposely pro-
longed, Sinasta’s substitute being a quick
and seasoned fiphter, As the fight pro-
gressed the spectators drew as near to
the arena as they were allowed, and as
Nana made his tiger-like springs and fa-
tal thrust and the substitute (who was
& good actor) fell to the ground, a tu-
multuous uproar followed and Yana was
acclaimed a worthy champion of his race.
Eats or Refreshments

After these events the visitors scattered
to the various lodges and houses where
| they had been invited to stay. The visit-
ing chicfs were the guests of Chief
Ogontz and his staff. The evening meal
was served in the council chamber, the
committee in charge of the affair being
Gonwasgongiven, Nakasgonam, Nehewit-
sin, and Zelogelas. These were mnot
Welshwomen, as the names might indi-
cate, but the wives and daughters of the
leading chiefs.

The wife of Ogontz wore her hair
quite. neatly arranged, with small braids
on each side of her head, while several
ornaments dangled from her ears. She
wore a jacket or skirt made of buck-
gkin ornamented with rows of small
shells and around her neck were two or
three strings of beads. N

Ganonkwenon, the youngest waitress,was
‘amazingly attired. Her hair was wrapped

around a corncoh that stood upricht on

her head. She woré a corsage made of
transparent material, while her skirt and

| moceasing were dved searlet. She wore

armlets eovered with shells and a band
around her forehead was similarly orna-
mented. They performed  their duties
gracefully and won the admiration and
approval of the distinguished ouests, We
fail to find a menu card of the occasion
among our Indian relics, We had in-
tended to speak in this chapter of the
dances which took place in the 'evening
but will have to defer it to the next
chapter.

Chapter Eight

Dancing

Bome worth while data could” have
been written ahout the arrow came,
with at least a dozen entries, the ob-
ject being to shoot as Many arrows in
the air as possible befare the first one
tonched the ground.  ‘I'he majority
had six to their credit, two had seven,
but the winner was Salili (Squirrel),
who had nine in the air and another
in his bow W%hen the first one came
down. This game called for quickness
and accuracy of action, Many other
games were entered into  with  zest
during the celebration, but we have
not the space to describe all of them.

Dancing entered into the recreation,
amusement, religious ceremonies and |
celebrations of not only the Tenni
T_::m';;ws. but of all the tribes of the
k‘ot‘th American Indians, and in all
of them both vocal and instrumental
music were introduced.

One writer said: “These dances
consist of about four different steps
which constitute the different steps
which constitute all the different var-
ieties, but the figure and forms of
these scenes are very numerous and
vroduced by the most violent jumps
and contortions accompanied by the
songs and beat of the drum, which
are given in exact time with their ma-
tions. It has been said by some tra-
velers that the Indian has neither har-
mony nor melody in his musie, but I
am unwilling to subscribe to such an
assertion, although I grant for the
most part of their wvocal exercises
there is a total absence of what the
musical  world would call melody;

their songs being made up chiefly of |
a sort of violent chant of harsh and|
jarring gutterals, of yelps and barks!
and screams, which are given out in!

perfect time, not only method (but
with harmony) in their madness”
There are times, too, when the Indian
Les down by his fireside with his
drum in his hand, which he lightly
and most imperceptibly touches over

as he accompanies it with his stified |

voice of dulcet sounds that might

come from the most tender and deli-|

cate female.” {
_ The Indians seemed to have dances
for everything: before and after ward
path experiences, after a hunt, har-
vest dances, and some just fur amuse-
ment. Through it worship was of-
fered, appeals made  ta the C(reat
Spirit, and visitors and strangers
were honored and entertaimed by the
dance.

“Instead of the ‘giddy maze’ of the
hugging spin, the lemon squeeze, the
turkey {rot, and other white men's
classies,
smile and reciprocating clinch of
hali-robed and silken beanty, the In-

our purpose to describe,

enlivened by the cheering!

diai perrorms s reunds with jumps
and starts and yells, much to the sat-
isfaction of his own exclusive self and
infinite amusement of the gentler sex,
who are always onlookers, but sel-
dum_ allowed so great a pleasure or
so signal an honor as that of joining
with their lords in this or any other
entertainment”
Still White Women Dance

In one aspect of ‘dancing the white
men of today imitate their red men|
predecessors, for they now dance
upon nearly all ocecasions, When
Germantown observed the one hun-
dred and " fiftieth anniversary of the
Battle of Germantown a Colonial ball
had a pr_omincnt place on the pro-
gram during which somie of the gen-
cral committee distinguished them-
selves by the grace with whijch they
dmiced the minuet and the Virginia
reel,

When Fourth of July celebrations |
are held, various kinds of dancing nrel
introduced, at banquets and ordinary
suppers the floor is very often
cleared and dancing indulged in, but
these dances are tame in comparison |
with: those that took place in Genesee |
on the Old Redman's “T'rail in 1601].|

We recall a sireet dance that mcﬂcl
place  here in  Germantown snmcl
moons since which differed somewhat !
from those that took place on the
banks of the Wingohocking, We pre-
sume that one of the things that
would have amazed an Indian wom-
an had she looked over the shoulders
of the spectators was when two white
squaws, atic a grandmother, with |
four story heels, started the moon
dance together because the white
bucks were oot brave enough to offer
their assistdnce. We repeat, how tame
were these dances in compariton with
those that took place in Genesee af-
ter the hour of refreshments and rest
had expired! Severa]l of these it is

The Corn Dance

Corn was esteemed gmong the In-
dians as a kind of divine grain; a spe-
cial gift of the Great Spirit, and in
their race language they called it
Mon-da-men, or the Spirit's grain,
for they believed that the first stalk
of corn came down from the sky in

full tassel as an answer to the prayer

of a young hero at the end of lis
manhood’s fast. This gilt was so
needful to man that every year when
the harvest of corn was ripe—not dry
—a Thanksgiving Feast was held, at
which the tribe held its sacred Dance
of the Corn, one of the most beauti-
ful of their dances.

When the ear was full grown the
women who raised the corn would

I for several days take ears to the Mys.

tery Men an the Council Chamber
and they would decide whether
corn was ripe or net, the women not
being permitted to open the husks
When it was decided that the corn
was fully ripe, invitations would be
sent to all the tribe to gather on a
certain day, witness the dance and
partake of the corn feast, which
would 'last for several days, when
nearly all the corn would be con-
sumed, anly enough heing left for the

| next season’s planting. Al these pre-

liminarvies had heen performed and,

the first of the corn datices was to be]

held on the night of the “Victory
Er] " i

Celebration.’

the !
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Chapter 8—Continued t
A framework or bower was made
of four poles ornamented with ears
and stalks of corn—four was the sa-
cred number, Under this bower a
fire was built, and _over the fire a
kettle ‘hung, suspended from  the
crossing of the poles and filled with
the first green corn that was to be
offered to the Great Spirit. While
the water was boiling, four Mystery
Men, their bodies painted white, and
each bearing a stalk of corn in one
hand and a mystic rattle in the oth-
er, danced around the pot singing
songs of thanksgiving: and a circle
of chosen warriors also ‘with stalks
of corn in their hands danced in an
\extended circle outside, singing the
song of Thanksgiving (which was
particularly appropriate at this time).
The rest of the people were specta-
tors,

While the dancing continued,
| wooden bowls with horn spoons were
laid out on the ground from which
the people were to feast, When the
Mystery Men decided the corn was
sufficiently boiled, the dancing and
simgimg were stopped, the kettle was
taken down, the ears were removed
and laid on a liftle framework of
sticks: built over the fire. Then the
dancing began again and continned
while the’ corn was thus being con-
sumed, When nothing but ashes re-
mained, these were offered to the
Great Spirit, The fire itself was re-
moved, and the ashes were buried,
50 that no creature should use them.

A new tire was guickly started to
bail the corn for the tribe and visi!
tors on the very spot where the old
one had been and the next kettle of

corn. was soon cooking. The first
to  partake of the feast were the
chiefs, the Mystery Men and the

warriors; and then the whole people
were served. There was no merrier
time in the year than the Feast of
the Corn of Thanksgiving. It was
fuite appropriate that this danece and
' feast should be part of the Victory
Celebration. When the invitations to
the feast were sent out upon ordin--
[ary occasion it was stated that the
people should come with empty
stomachs,

Welcome and Other Dances

The cornt dance was followed by
the welcome dance, which was given
in honor of the visitors in camp ahd,
aut of respect to the persons to whom
they , expressed this |welcome, the
musicians and all members of the en-
campment rose to their feet and
stood while it was being danced,

There was at first a lament for
those who died in the battle bme it
ended in a gay and lively and cheer-
ful step, while they are announcing
that the friends to whom they were
directing it were received into the
places that were left vacant.

Then there was the warrior’s dance
accompanied by the war song, one

of the verses being:
I am proud of being at home!
I am proud, O Yana [ am proud.

‘1 am at home—my enemy run
| am proud, I am proud, O Yanal
There were several other dances
before the scalp dance took place,
which was the closing event of the|
evening, This was danced on at
least ten nights following the battle.
Scalping 1
Scalping a dead enemy was a pe-
culiarity of the North American In-
dian and was practiced by all tribes.

W have found mo satisiactory ex-|

planation of the beginning of this
practice among this people. Varions
guesses have been made and state-

ments printed abeut how chiefs and
others are ranked according to the
number of scalps they could display
which explains why on certain days
scalp poles were raised above wig-
wams that contained the number of
scalps the owners had taken,

The scalp consisted of that part
of the skin of the head covering the
bump of esteem and no other part
of the skin was considered as part
of the scalp although wother parts
were removed to ornament war im-
plements, garments and horses’ bri-
dles. The Tndians have been charged
with brutality for scalping people,
but none were intentionally scalped
while living, although some who had
been stunned or had fainted have
been known to have lost their scalps
and fully recovered from the effect.

When the warriors went on the
warpath it was expected they would
returni with scalps and they were
closely serutinized upon their return
to see if theéy carried these trophies
of wvictory. 1t will thus be under-
stood why an Indian would risk @
great deal to secure the scalp of a

cman he may have shot at a distance

and why women were scalped, there
being no difference in the appear-
ance of the scalps of the sexes. Ourt
opinton of the origin of the habit of
scalping is that among the Mongol-
tans fhe quene was <considered the
sign of natienality, of dignity and in
some was an expression of a certain
religious faith and that it was con-
sidered a disgrace to lose it. These
views were strictly held and the
queues jealously guarded by all Chin
ese until recent years.

The North American TIndians he-
ing descendants of the Mongolians,
as we explained in the first chap-
ter, thought to disgrace their ene-
mies by removing their queues and
keeping them intact by taking the
skin with them. After centuries had
passed the original meaning wonld
ne lost and they wonld only he con-
sidered as trophies of war. Still,
in some tribes, after the scalps had
been exhibited in the dance and oth-
erwise, and the warriors had gotten
all the glory they could from them,
they were carefully buried, because
they had a superstitious fear that the
spirits of the owners would troubl.
them wunless they did so.

The fact is that a great many mys-
terious forms among the Indians are
made clear by the acceptance of the
Mongolian descent idea and a study
of the yellow man's history and ha-
bits,

The Scalp Dance

The scalp dance in Genesee [ollow-
it the other dances was distinetly
the “Victory Celebration” event of
the evening, The Great Spirit had
heen tharked for corn, the guests had
been welcomed and entertained and
now victory. was to be brought forth

and aceliimed. This dance was al-
ways danced by the light of torches
just hefore retiring for the night.

The warriors came into the circle
of light, delivering themselves of
the most extravagant boasts of their
wonderful skill, strength and bhrav-
ery in battle, while they brandished
their war weapons in their hands. A
numbef of yvoung women had been
selected to aid (although they did
not actually join in the dance) and
stepping into the center of the ring
of lizht they held up the scalps that
had recently heen taken, while the
warriors jumped around in a circle
brandishing their weanons, and bark-
ig and yelping in the most frightful
manner, all jumping on both feet at
the same time with a simultaneous
stamp and blow and thrust of their §
weapons, with which it would seem
as il they were actually cutting and
carving each other to pieces,

During  these frantic  leaps and
vells and thrusts every man distorted
his face to the utmost of his muscles,
darting about his glaring eyeballs
und snapping his teeth .and actually
breathing through his inflated nos-
trils the hissing death of battle, liv-
ing over again the het, frenzied ex-
citement of the hand to Rand con-
flict. No description that we can
write will convey more than a feeble
outline of the frightful effects of

| these scenes enacted, on the borders

of the Old Redman’s Trail, in the
dead and darkness of night, which

F'was broken by the glaring light of
their blazing torches.

Such scenes if witnessed by the
nerve-racked people of today would
play greater havoc with over-wrought
hearts and brains than ecarthquakes,
floods and other calamities that
come so often neéar us. No wonder
the large assemblage that witnessed
the dance that night,+ near the-very
spot where the battle had taken
place but a few nights before, were
impressively quiet, for they recalled
that but a few wyards away was the
blood-soaked ground, and the ashes
of the bodies of those who had fal-
len in the fray.

This davce closed one of the tmost
memorable days in the history  of
Genesee and the villagers and  their
puests retired wondering what the
morrow would bring forth - A

Chapter Nine

The Sun Dance

In the previous chapter we spoke
of the corn, welcome, scalp and other
dances that were performed at night
hy the Geneseeans and thelr guesis.
There was one dance that could 0nly|
be danced when the sun wig shining |
and that was the sup dance, some-'
times called the pipe or calumet
dange, There were certaln prepara-
tions for this dance which we will|
not stop .to deseribe and other acti- |
vities that could not be underlaken '
until this dance had been given in
homor of the sun—one manifestation®
of the Great Spirit.

This sacred ceremony was only used
upom great occasions—to strengthen
peace, or to declare war, to honor
some important person  or invited
guests, or to make public supplica-
tions, or rejoicing. 'The Mystery Men,
who were very, often the healers and
priests of the tribe, mused 1L In thelr
meantations, The dance thils day was
performed in honor ol the guests and
for publie rejoicing. The plpe or cal-

umet used was mpe:clu.lly mfe_!pa_ra_i
for the oecasion, having a large _;tem
which was elaborately decorated with




fed teatners end curitng 'x_t_nEt_'n*’!_ﬁgi:'
1If the occasion was to seal a peacd
compact, white feathers would have
Baen used. |

Large colared mits made of rushes
were #pread in the shade of large
trees at the gide of the valley to

serve ns a carpet, and each of the
selected warriors set upon one of
these his manitou—a snake, a bird,

some animal, or other ohject of which
he had dreamed In his sleep and
which was now hls special protector,
In this he put his trust for success in

the huit, in Ashing or war, Near his
manitoy, and at his right he placed
his pipe and spread his wweapons
around it—his war club, his toma- |
hawk, his quiver, und bow and arrow. |

When all had been arranged and
the hour for the dance had arrived, |

chosen singers took their places in
the shade of the L(rees, They were!
the selected men and women who had
the best voices and who sang in per-|
fect accord. The speetators then |
came and tock the less important
places, each as he arrived, saluting |
the manifou by inhaling smoke and
then puffing it forth from his mouth
upon it, offering smoke as an Inceuse,

After this, the one who was to be-
gin the fance appeared in the midst
and danced alone, Bometimes he held |
his pipe toward the sun, as if offering
the smoke; sometimes he inclined It
to the earth; sometimes he spread
his feathers as If for it to fly, some-
times he offerod It to the spectators
for them to smoke. All of this was
in  cwdence, and this was the [first
secene of the dance.

The second was a comhat, to
the sound of a drum, which ac¢com-
punted th? song wnd harmonized quite
well. Then by motlons he invited a
wartior to pick up a weapon lylng on
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the mat and they went through vari-
ous struggles. The only defense Lhe
Manger had was the calumet, The |
harmony of it all was perfect, The

third scene consisted of a recital by
tfle holder of the plpe of the battles
Ihe had fought and the victories he
T had won, naming the hostile nation |
and the foe. When the recltul was
finighed the chief, who presided, pre-

sented the warrlor with a gift, a
| beautiful beaver robe or some other

precious thing. The calumet was

then passed to another and then to

othera who recited their exploits and
| received gifts with thanks. After the
|dance the pipe was presented to the
| ranking visiting chief,
" e have presonled these incidents

in the varlous phases of Indlan life,
 that the readers might form an ldea
of whit was constantly transpiring
on the 0Old Redman'h Trail before the
{xWhito man came and the locullty be-
camey the habltat of another riace. The
Wingohocking valley on both sides
wof the trail was, undoubtedly, an In-
dian center for centuries. When a
complete history of this Jocality is
written it will not begin with 1683
or 1684, when the whites came up the
Western trail (Germantown road), but
will begin with events that trunspired
several centuries earller than those
we have deseribed in this sketeh;
those earlier events will, sooner or
later, come to light., It must be re-
membered that after an Indian vil-
luge had been located at a certain|
gpot for several years it would be)
mioved to another locatlon, perhaps
nearby, perhaps to a distance, and
after nature had covered the bealen
paths with werdure or trees, and the
wistes and defacements of the place
had been entirely obliterated, the
same tribe, or snother perhaps, would
oeeupy the site again.

Rerore we leave Genesee to take
up the story of the Old Trall we wizgh
to speak of o few more nf the events
that transpired during the evening

Y e s AR g >
i The Ghost Dance 1

It is well te remind the reader that /
all the dancing and other exercised |
af (he celebration were not held in
|br near the 0_1')-“?1(!1.1 lodge: gatherings
were held in' different parts of the
village, The spiritualists (so called)
of those days seemed to be a little
‘brighter than the spiritualists af to-
day and apparently produced resulls,
as an abridged account of a seance or
dance that took place In Genesee dur-
ing the vietory demonstration Indi-
cates, .

The sucred pole arvound which the
excited poople danced was erected a
little distance from the lodges. Around
this pole a ring of men, women, boys
and glrls—aboul one hundred in all—
were dancing. The dancers held each
other's hands, and were all jumplng
madly, whirling to the left about the
fpole, keeping fime to a mournful
crooning song, that sometimes Trose
to o ehriek as the women gave WwWay
to the stress of their feelings. There
was nothing of the slow and preelsc

treading which ordinarily matrks the
time of the Indian rellgious dance.
Some of the dancers had thrown |

off their upper clothing and all wers
gasping excitedly; a few who had
been dancing for a considerable
length of time were geemingly com-
pletely crazed, wifth their tongues
lalling from their mouths. Occasion-

of the day that the sun dance wax |

ally a poor creaturs, tyvercome by the
' fatigue of the exclting dance, would

fall out of the ring,
medhitely closed up, and the circilng |
to the left continued, the dancers !
paying no attenticn to the fallen (llﬂﬂ.!

Finally a middle-aged woman fell
out of the eirele and rolled to some
distance, Bhe was pleked up by the
(shoulders by two Indians, whose pe«'
leullar garb indieated they were in!
charge of affairs, and who dragged
her o a tepee nearby in which sat
Wapika (skillful), the head of the
sect, gorgeously appareled and Wo-
washli (a worker), hls assistant and
announcer, The woman, still in a
swoon, was laid at Waplka'’s feet and
Wowashi In a

which was im- |

loud wvoice announced
that she was in a trince and com-
municating with the ghosts, upon

which announcement the dance ceased,
s0 that the dancers mlght hear the |
messuge from the spirit world. Wa-
pika performed ocertain incantations,
ghen leaned over and put his ear to
the woman's lips,

Chapter # (Continued)

He spoke in a low voice to his as-
gistant, Wowashl, who repeated to
the lstening multitude the message
which Wapika pretended to recalve
from the uneonscious woman. Wapika
had all the tricks of the present day
fake apiritualist. Knowing the peo-
ple intimately he Knew all about the
dead relatives of the woman who
had falnted and he made a tremen=
dous impression on his audienge by
giving them personal messages from
the Indian ghosts, who announceg
without an exception that they NRd |
assisted in winning the battle of Gen- |
esee. The records of Geneses scem
to indicate that Wapika and his staff
had the present day mediums bedten
to a frazzle in ghostology.

Ap Experience in Ghost Land

Wowashi, the herald, told a group |
of visitors the following story after

the ghost dance had ceased for the
night, |
The young wife of a chief's sOUD

died mnd the young man 'was so 80T~
rowful he conld not sleep. Harly one
morming he put on his fine clothes
and started off. He walked all day
and all night., He went through the
woods a long distance, and then 1o
& valley, The trees were very thivk,
but he pould hear voices far away. At
dast he saw light through the trees

'ana then came 'to a wide, flat stone on
the edge of the lake, Now all ths time
this young man had been walking in
the Death Trail. He saw ledges and
people on the other side of the lake,
He eoud see them moving around. Sa
he shouted, "Come over and get mo.'
But they did not seem to hear him.
Tpon the lake a little canoe was b~
ing paddled about by one man, and
all the shore was grassy. The chief's
son shouted a long while but no ofie
answered him, At last he whisperad
tn  himself, “Why don't they hear
me?! At once a person across the
ake said, "Somecone Iis shouting."
When he whispered they heard him.
The voice said also, “Someone has
come up from Dreamland, Go and
bring him over.”” When the chief's
son reached the other side of the lake,
he saw hls wife, He was very hap-
py to see her agaln, People asked
him to sit down. They gave him
something to ~eat, but his wife said,
“Don't eat that, 1f you eat that you
will never get back.,” So he did not
eat It 5

Then his wife sald, “You had bet-
ter not stay here long, Let us go
right away.* Bo they were talean
back in the same canoe. It is ecalled
ghost's-cnnoe and it 18 the only one no

the lake. They landed at the broadi
filat rock where the chief*s son had
gtood calllng. It s called ghost's
rock, nnd 1s at the very end of the
Death Trall. Then they started down
the trall, through the valley and
through the walley and through tha

tick woods. The second night they
reachad the chief's house, The chief's
gon told his wife to stay outside. He
went Ingide and said to his father, I
have brought my wife hack.” The
chiel Bald, "Why dan't you bring her:
in? .
chief lald down n nlce mat

The
with fur robes on It for the young
wife. ‘The young man went ont to
with heor, they ‘could only see him,
get his wife, but wheén he came In
but when he came wery closs, they
saw a deep shadow following him,
When his wife sat down and they

put a martin skin robe around her, It
hung aboul the shadow Just as if a
person were sitting there, When she
ate, they say only the spoon moving
ap and down, but nol the shadow of
her - hands. Tt loocked very sirangeto
them, Afterward the chief's son died
and the ghosts of hoth of them went
back to ghosts land.

Can the mediums of ‘today beat

that? Doesn't 1t appear as if “’n-l
washi had a long one on them? The
whole subject seems to us like n

foodless meal and a Christless-Chris-
tianity. 8til1  there are at the
present time some who prefer that
gort of thing to the real aricle.

Chapter Ten

Recessionn]l RBegins
If we had the space and time It
would be interesting to tell of the

preparationg for and the return from
huntlng expeditions, and some of the
thrilling Incidents of the hunt. Also
the games of the voung (olks of Geén-
eses, some of which took place In the
beantiful Wakefield walley through
which Ogontz avenue now runs. We
mizght also write a woarth-while chap- ]

wk.er on the dlspema'im: ol; justice in

the willage and some of the inter=
esting cascs brought before the
chiefs, "

A few years afier the events of

1600 the BSwedish and Diteh settlers
i ecame and “took up' part of the In-
| qiang’ land, paying for it in  TUML
| smallpox, and other commodities and
! the Red man began to sink and re-
| pede, so that the old Redman's Trall
I wis used less by the Indians and
| more by the white settlers who had
started farming along the Sehuylkill

CA

| siver and Frankford creek and whe.




uséd the trafl to get from one section
to the other, crossing what is now
| Germanown in dolng so,

groups and started thelr recession to
the west from which they ‘had ori-
‘ginally ecome. They did not establish
|
L

many more villages the size of (Gen-
eses,

Watson, when in a meditative mood,

wrote: “A person fully alive to the
facts which in thls new land etill
environ wherever he goes, can
along the highway, or
our flelds or woods,
the constant
like these: Here
the beasts of prey:
etrowded the Interminable
shinde, through that cripple browsed
the deer, In that rude cluster of rocks
and roots was sheltered the American

him
hardly rids
traverse
fealing
thoughts
prowled

intrusion nf

there

rattlesnake; on these sun-side hlills
of golden grain erackled ths grow-
Ing malze of the tawny Aborigines.

Where we stand, perchance to pause,
rest the ashes of a chief, or of his
family; and where we have chosen
our sitee for our hablitations, may
have been the selected spots on which
were hutted the now departed llnecage
of many generations. On yon trail
seen in the distant view, climbing the
remote hill (Chureh lane), may have

heen the wvery path first tracked frﬂm‘

time Immemorial by the roving In-
dians themselves; on
where Washington, Jefferson
others transacted the affalrs of State

been lighed the council fires of wary
Bachema, and there may have pealed
the rude elogquence of Tamanend him-
self, and of the Bhingas, Tedyuscunds
and Glikicans, of their primitive
and undebauched age. In short, on
these topiecs, an instructed mind,
formed and disciplined to Bhenston#'s
muse, could not be idle.»
] “But oft, in contemplation led
| O'er the long vista that has fled,
Would draw from meditative lore
The shadows of the scene before!"
Imagination at Work

While the writer was sitting near
the site of Genesee there came romp-
ing from the past words of 'a declam-
ation he gave In a literary meeting
many years ago, With the change of
a few numes and the abbreviation of
statements and illustrations a word
picture of the recessional of the Red
man may he obtalned.

Wrapped in the mantle of Imagin-
ation the writer stands near the site
of Genosee. e looks down the
stormy tide of ‘time and views the
wrecks of ages and empires. He
stands with Indescribable emotions
upon  the crumbling fragments of
grandeur, where the halls of science,
of wisdom, of eloquénce, of art and
of military training stood, He thinks
of Greece with her great minds that
dominated the world. But Greece fell
| from her lofty position into mental
darkness. He thinks of how Rome
rose on the ruins of Greece and waved
her viotorious sceptre over a con-
quered world; of the Caesars, of
Virgil, Cicero and legions of others
iwho made the empire the mighty
foree in the world that It was—but
the Goth and Vandal came and pros-

|trdated her glory forever, Carthage,
with her mighty Hannibal arose but
was pcrushed and receded into the

shadow of defeat and despalr, He
thinks of France and Napoleon and
how they made the world tremhble, Na-
poleon was preater Hennibal,
the Caesarz and Alexander. But where
Is Nupoleon Bonaparte? Tle fell from
the throne of the Czars, on which
he seated himself In Moseow, and died
r prisoner at 5t, Helena,

The advance of koowledge or mind,
military and financianl power, resched

than

The Indians broke up Into smaller

without !
lataly !

woodland |

the very spot
and

af the young Republic there may have

America. On the ruins of an Indian
empire a great republic arose to 11+
luminate the world. But wheare are
the Aborigines of the western world?
A pllgrim bark deeply freighted, from
the East, came darkening on  thelr
shores. They vwielded not their em-
pire tamely, but thev could not stand
aghinst the sons of light. With slow

and solltary steps they tpok up their
mournful march tn the west, and/
vielded, with h{rlkon hearts, thelr |

native hills and vales to another race. ;

Before the victorious advance of
mind, they have béen driven from
their-nmative haunts to the sunset side
of their land.

The great flood of time will roll on

until the Aborigines are swept from
the face of the earth forever. Hre
long, not one lone trace of them will

muau=oleum of the

reinain save thoe

warrior #nd the poage on which his
cxploits are recorded. The last child |
of the forest will elimb his native
mountain to view the setting sun of
Indian glory: there shall he bend his
knee the last time, to the sun as he
sinks behind lonely cottage and
worshipa the Great Spirit of the wa-!
te and the genius of storm and

darkness,
Our Country and Town

Where t#he council fires
| tall temple dedlecated to
glitters in the setting sun.
river, once unrippled but by
dian ecanos, is now crowded
crafts of war;, of pleasure and ocom-
meree, The ploughshare hath passed
over the bones of the Redman's an-
cestors, wrd the golden harvost
|'wuves over their tombs The advance
of mind hath been to them the march
to the grave. When ages shall have
passed away, and yvouth shall
nsk his aged sire where the wigwam
gtood, he shall point to some flouriah-
fng ¢ity on the banks of the stream
where once the Indian hunter bathed
and viewed his manly limbs; or ta a
suburban boulevard, coverad with
riushing machines that pass over the
spot where the Red man fought,
danced and disd,

By wisdom, Industry
Repuhblic of the
arisen to stand
The forest bas fallen
dy sons; the wvelling savage has been
tumed and educated, and some made
rieh. Her government la superior (o
any in the world, and her cbountry
suffers not in comparison Wwith any
on the globe. Germantown and her en-
virons are richly diversified with an-
clent hills, dales and wvalleys, where
Spring walks to strew the earth with
flowers, romantic and beautifully
sublime, Here are beautiful streams,
smoothly gliding through gresn mea-
dows and historle  woodlands and
gorges, where the home-folk and
tourist delight to hum, “I love thy
and rHls, thy woods and lem-
pled hills," as the sparkling waters
dash down the flowery hillsides and
spread & thousand rainbows to the
getting sun.

It was in these scenes of
and romance thal the Indian
once stood and gazed at his
It was in these scenes that he heard
the Great Spirit In the tempest, and
gaw him In the clouds. 1t was on the
banks of the lonely stream
bowed down in adoration before the
setting sun,  Alns!’ it was here
lLe read hle deoom In the evening skles
and dropped a tear upon hig countyy’s
tomb. But the couneil fire Tas been
extinguishied, and the war dance no
longer ecchoes along the - hills, In
those beputiful secsnes of poetry, the
Indian lover no Ilpnger bows down
and woas his dusky mate. 'Phey have
ratired before the advence of wmind,
as the shades of night bafore the

God now
and the

the In-
with

some

and valor, the

United Blates has
against the workl
before her har-

rocks

poetry

Image

briltiant luminary of the day.
Tha sxperienca of Greace,

Rome,

hunter '

blazed, the

that he i

that

to darkness and

=Y

Mongolias, * Carthage and other peo- !
ples seems to indlcale that there i8# |
tide in the uffairs of empires ns there
iz In the aftalrs of individuals. The
advance of mind seems LO attain A
certaln height and then returns again
’ impotence, The sun
of sclence sets on one shore to rise
tn a happier eclime. Buf, our
thou shall lie prostrate
faot of tyranny and lg-
hands. &hall have
moulded into dust, and these eVes,
which have seen thy glory, r_-losed_l
forever! The warlike sona of Tndian |
glory sleep in their country’s tr_-mh.\
but that fate ts not decreed for those
who now tread where the wflgwam{

aghin
country, ere
beneath the
narance these

stood and the council fires bBluged
because American glory has but
just dawned.
Sowing and Reapimg
8o long #s Willlam Penn lived and |
dealt with the malkers of Lhe old Red- |
man's Trail the relationship hetweel |
the white settler and the Indians was |
gatisfuctory, he being |

apparently
He recognized

held in high esleem.

the rights of the natives 1o the land
und deall with them on that hasls
' and our research leads us to Say that

conflict between the two races oevar

no .
took place on Or near the Old Trail

The yery opposite of Penn's poliel
s found in the dealings of some Of

the later proprietors with the Indians
g deall The most -.~-'m5picu~l'

.mr.1|-l-.- W in the "long wall"

' or “walking purghase” of 174%, whieh
led Pennsylvanla nearer to the Trap-
ture with the natives thut resulted
in the frontier war a few ¥enra Inter.
Tho Penn, a descendant oF Wil
managing proprietor of

at the time of AWeE

“long walk,” and he is blamed €67
{he transaction and its larahle |
ragults, An old deed of {iself |
o doobtfal authenticity, was  pras
duced .which conyveyed to ‘William
Penn certaln Iands In Eastera Punrl-i
" gaylvania for the distance thot a man
eould walk in a day and a halt. In
1886 thiz would have meant akont
thirty miles, but fast walkerz were|
advertised for, the agent offering five
pounds to the grentest walker for
ane day., James Yeales and Ddward
M all responded and in 1737, in =&
path prepared for them, more than
doybled the distance that was expadol=

#d by thé Indians,

Thus the boundary of Lhe alleged
purchase wns extended Lo include
womer coveted lands within the fork
of the Delaware and Lebigh Rivers,

peeupled by the Leanape Indians;
reallved the Iniguity of the
edings and refused 125 mave
from thelr homes, Then heaping in-
gult upon Injury the executive aus
thorities of the Province called inthe
Iroguois masters of the Lenapes:

Ry bribing and cajoling these 0¥V=
arlords the authorites succeeded, In
1749, in persuading them to order tha
subiect tribe to abandon its old homs,
This. the submissive Lenapes did, but
in their hreasta smoldered [from this
timae forward a fire that in & fnw’l
vears later was Lo SWeep the Penn-
svivania border. . o

Some years later in a conference
held at Kaston, Tedyuseund, the Len-
ape Chief, boldly declared against the
swindle,

then
T
pro

Stamping his Toot upon the

ground, he told Governor Denny:
“This very ground that is under
me was my land and inheritance nnd

it was taken from me by fraud. When
I say this ground, I mean all the
iland boetween Tohickon Creek and
Wyoming on the Susquehanna (And
Tedyuscund explained hies pccusation
with ddelinite and unmistakable pre-
ciasion)., When one man had formerly
herty to purchase lands and he topk
the deeds from the Indians for 1L
nnd then digs, and wfter hig death his |




| children forgs a deed ke the trus:

| springs,

"one, with the same Indiun names to
it, anad theraby take land from ihe
Indians whicrh théy mnever =old, ' this
is: fraud. Alsp, when one king has
jand bsyond the rivéer and anovther
king has Iand on the other side, both
bounded by rvivers, mountains and
which cannot he moved; and

the proprietors, greedy to purchase
lands, buy of one king what belongs
to another, thig likewise is fraud'
The fact was Indisputable; the
French fanned the flame of discon-
terit and furnished warms, and the
Lenapes or Delawares went to war,
haragsing the frontier settlemenis ana

doing many decds of blood, culmin-
ating in the Wyoming Valley mas-
sacre.  Out of this conflict grew the
quest for Indian blood movement and

the organization of the PPaxson Rang-
ers, of which we will speak later,

A peace was patched up &nd th=
Lenapes fought o= tha Amerieans in

the Revolution, but their doom was
zealed. Thev moved west, joined the
fhawnees, the Miamis, the Munmers,

the Wyandots and Troquols; went far- |
ther ‘west to Missouri, to Kansas, to
the Tndian Territary, Today the tribe
has ceased to exist pg a triba; a few
geoute and, perhaps, several ml]llrm-|
slres with white wives are the =ole
survivors of thls representative and |
leading tribe of the great Algonkin
rape, who maide the Redman’s Trnil,l

founded Genesce, flehed In the Wis-
sahickon, Wingohocking and the Ta- |
cony, leaving in Germantown when |

their recessional began, the dust and

wiar implements of many of their
members.

Before leaving (he Indian section
af this sketch we must gpeak of some
of their viaits to the Trail and Ger- |
mMantowrn, A short time since we

saw a large Iron kettle on a crane, in
which was cooked food for some of
the visiting Red men. l

Chapter Eleven

Red Visitors

Some writers have doclared that the Im-
dlous were rude, would peep inte the doors
wnd windows of white settlers, and if they
could mog see through the parchment win-
dows they weuld push their flogers through
them snd then do some squinting or roda
crpbbernecking '’ Westeott, the histor-
ign, differs with theseo writers ns # couple
of extracts from his works indieate: *'The
Indisn was in eertain externil aspects the
most plant and oomplaisang  of mankind.
He had on all oceasions that docile acqui
escenee in  the  whims and oddities of
strangers which is the quintessence of pol-
feness. An Indian who veseuted being
stared ab and gapod at by the town mob
pomplained wo his interpreter: ‘We have,’
szid he, ‘as much curiosity ag your people,
and when you coms into our towns We
<«ish for opportunities of lnoking at you; |
bus for this purpose Wwe hide oburselves be- |

hiud bushes where you ure o pass, and |
pever intrpde ourselyes inte  your com-
pany.

ViThe missionaries, whon working among
them fancied they werd making sonverts
at once of the entire population, but after-
wwirds realized that (hey had mistaken for
conviciion. what Wwas simply econrtesy, un-
willingness to deny and contradict, In-
gtinetive sgli-comtrol helped the Indian 10
sintsin this courtéous extarior upon all
cceasions, The self-respect of the Indian
oné of hiz strongest quidities, made him |
considerate and rvespoetful to the feplings
of others, His ooile of lonor waa rigid
to punctitiousness and ho exacted the same
dnference to himself which he B0 willingly
vielded to othors. He liked popularity and

made sacrifices to peure it, He was hos |
pituble to A fanlt, wnd really charitable
wnd  generoms to  (istriess and  saflering.'’
Then  follow ilnstrations of these traite.

Thesa qualities existed in the normal Red
Man bot theve were those out of whom
\ thegs ~Tich endowments L been  burned |

fv the whito man's hoorp, and whn would

glink sway ng do human derelicts of today.
The Paxton Rangers

As enrly =as 17: James Logan, of Gar

mantown, deplored ghe events which were

trandpiring  up-Stste  ihat eventunlly Ye-

silted in the massacre of the Conestoga In-

disns, and which drove wmany of them to
poek protection in Philsdelphia, orossing
and recrosding the old Redman ‘s Trall

11 appears that mon of eertain  nationali-
ties would #qust on the land of these In-
dians of Lanpggter connty, who had be-
come Moeavisns, and when afforta werd
mado {0 compel them to pull up stakes and
quiy thi land, the sguatters stirrad up {ill-

fecling and prejudice ngainst them  which
vpesilted in many of the Indisns being
%illed, including women and children, Ro-|

is followed, which were greatly mag- |
nified in the reports scattered abroad nnd
the men of Lancaster county [ormed them \
selves, imto a body with headquartars at

Paxton, for the purpose of Yiwiping out'

she Indians. They began to be rs-fe.-n--_tl
to gs the “Paxton Rengers'” or tho “*Pax
ton Boya'' a number of whom entered

Laneaster and brutelly murdered muny In-
dinn men and women who songht the pro-
teetion of the officials of the town, hedng
plaoed in the prisen of the place for spfety:

Many of the Conestogas fied townrd
Philadelphia pursued by folly thrice hnns
fred of the Rangers who came as far nm

their quest for Dlood.

rmnn Lown in
w they were meg by a committes hoad
Benjpmin Franklin who persuaded
from their e oful nnd
purpoese

to desisl

d-sheddi

the

e of Rangers were passibly not
in sympathy with the & sion to relurm
for they ° ‘ghot up'' GeErmaniown inelud
jne the roester on the weather wvane on

the Reformed Church (now Market Square
Preshyterian) g whnt was then the cor-
ner of the Indian Trail and Germantown
pike, The rooster, wilh bullet holes in its
ribs i@ still in the present Church ediflos,
This event will be one of those that will
e reproduced in pageantry in connaction
with the ocelehration of the agoth Annd-
versary of the Church, two years henece.

The murder of the Conestoga Indians
by the Roangers was deseribed by Susanna
Wright, of Lancaster county, as follows:
«‘The erusl murder of these poor Indians
tas aflected and discomposed my mind be-
vond what T cun express] We had known
the grester part of them {rom children;
had  beon always intimate with them.
Three: or four of the women Wwere ponEi
ble and elyilized, and the Indian children
used to play with oure ond nhlige them all
they eould, We had many endearing re-
collections of them and the manner of ef-
ferting the brutul enormity so affected s
that we had to beg visitors to forbear t0
speak of it. But it was still the smbjeect
with everybody.

Wrote Whatson: '‘No good gnccseded to
the actors (Rangere). They were wall re-
membered by old Mr. Wright, long » mem

ber of the assembly from Columbia. He
peed to tell at Charles Norrie’, whera he
glaved in session time that he survived
renrly the whole of them, and that they
genérally cnme to untimely ot sufforing
deathal"’

In passing it should he stated that the
Denestogas were o hranch ‘of the Lenni

Lonspes wnd possibly had their orlgin on
or near the Oli Redman's Trall, Through
{hs brutality of the Rangers they were
practically annihilated.

Indian at Germantown Academy

is written that Isaae Still was an In-
dlan of good edncation, s leader of the fow
remaining Lenspes in nnd around German
town. He was p» Christian man of fine |
morals and muth good semse; and  was
tharefore employed &s agent and inter-
pretar;, in French as well as BEnglish, in
many importast missions ‘o distant In-
diane: he 'wni said to have traveled fam
ther over the surface of our country to
the unknown wilde of the West than any
other Individual. *'His jowrnal of ohser-

vations was fdeemed important, and
therofore taken down by soms one forpub-
liestion; but whers ll.-hs _now, _lu not

known,'" J ) =0 L

Tor a considerable time ho dwelt with
%8s family, in wigwam style, on a parg of
Togan's place (Stenton), onee ecalled the
Indian field, the site of Genesee; thelr
only son, Joshua, in the meantime, was
educated at the Germantown Academy, lo-
catod on the old Redman’s Trall st CGreene
stroet, of whichd we will write later,

Jtems from Watsow's Awnals

We have already spoken of the large num-
her of Indians who cncampel on the grounds
of James Logan at Stenton, Watson. says
that fully 200 were there at one thme; mome
of these would stay for months. Logan
wrote Penn  that  the Lenipes: should
be retained or encouraged to remain in the
viginity of Philadelphia as they wonld be
aseful if the ILroguois should atuack the
ot
v Hedmspcakaoiawmmnydz.ﬁorw
Delaware Indians being butted and dweil-
ing on the low grounds of Philip Keily's
Manufactory grounds (now Chelten avenue
and Morton street). “There was then a wood
there ‘through all the low ground (down to
Church lane), which now forms his mcadow
gronnd and mill race course. Some of the
old Indians died and were burled in Cone
edrd Burying Ground, adjelning Mr. Duval’s
After these were dead the younger
moved off in a body. Indian
was celebrated @8 @ great
familiar with In-

place.
Indians all
Hen, among them,
fddler, and everybody was
dgian Isaac.”

My, Watson also says that at
Heuben Haines (Wyck), al Main
Walnut lane, a chief and twenty of his In-
Qdians had been sheliered and  entertained.
The writer looked the place over carefully.
some time ago, but found no Indian relics
nor any mention of the event in the annals
of Wryck, compiled by C. W. Haines; but
we did find Chief Patrick,

Agother item tells of Anthony  Johnsot,
who, when a boy, saw nearly 200 Indians at
ane time on the present John Johnson's place,
in a woods in the hollow adjoining the wheel-
wright's shop. They would remain there a
week at a time,
Jadles, fddles, and other articles, He nsed
to remain hours with them and sce their
jeats of agility. They would go over fences
without touching them, in nearly a horizon.
wal attitude, and yet alight on their nimble
jeet. They would also do much - at shooting
of marks. One Edward Keimer imitated
them so closely as tn execute all their ex-
ploits, Beavers and beaver dams had often
been seen by Johnsom.

»Old people have told me that the wisits

the house of
stroet and

to make and sell baskets,

|

of Indians were so frequent as to excite but |

little surprise; their squaws and children
generally accompanied them.  On such ocea-
gioni they went abroad in the strect, and
would anywhere stop to shoot at marks, of
emall coins set on top of posts. They took
what they could hit with their arrows.

“(in the 6th of 6 mo, 1749, there was at
the State house an assemblage of 260 Indians,
of eleven tribes, assembled there to make &
treaty with the Governor. The place was
extremely crowded; and Canaswitigo, a chiefy
made a lomng speech. {The name is probably
that of a woman, which explains  the long
speech.)  There were other  Indians

sbout |

the city at the same timie, making together |

probably four or five hundred Indians at
¢ne time. The same Indians remained seve
eral days at Logan's place, in his beech
woods,”” These beech woods were probably
in Mehl's meadow mnear where the Wingo-
bocking Station of the Reading R. R, now
stands. The beech trees around the station
are doubtless the oifspring of those that
the Indians camped -under, They would thus
be camping a few vards from the Oid Red-
man's Trail and not far from the site of
Genesee.

In the wear 173

there were a hundred Tne

dians of the Six Nations at Stenton
Ligan's place—who hal come on treaty mats
ters. After staying two days they went 12

the gity and completed the treaty.
Indions af Market Square
A majarity uf the Indians who visited the
city, the capital of the

farm— |

Province woltild pass




becanse they wanted
their friend and
business manzger. |

shrough  Germantown,
£ cail upon James Logan,
secretary to Penn, and his -
These Indiuns would stop &t the Market

Square where they were. very oiten fed By
the citigens, In the cellar of one of the build:

jngs fronting the sguare is a large kettle on

a long. crane, in which Dr Ashmead used to
sonke food for the Indians who were in the

square opposite  his hotwse. There were out-

side cellar steps which made it easy fto carry

the kettle from the fire when the food was

eooked, Tt is quite probable that many In-

dinng  visited that cellar, watched the

steaming pot, and would carry it up the steps

whent it wus ready to serve. A table is in

existence that was used in the square to eat |
£rom.

The territory covered by Gormantown  was
wathout doubt, the scene of muny Indian
oconflicts judging by the number of war im-
plements found here. John Wagner, who
livee in his ancestral home, “Four Daks"”
2t the Western end of the trail has possibly
best collection of arrow heads in Phila-

the

delphia

Other war implements are in ‘hisi

pr-s:FrF“-fﬂ'rl.

The creeks and streets in this yieinity that
besr Indian names are giiite numerous We
secall from twenty to twenty five such names.

T+ is wery approprinte that a triie of the
Tmnroved Order of Red Men shonld be lo- |
cated on the Old Tril Thelr ecamping |
eround is in Seminole Hall, 45 Church 'Iaw.'.l
This tribe includes among fts memhershin
same of Cermantown’s well known husinecs
sen and scholars. This conclides the Indian
section of this sketch.

CHATTER TWELVE
Richard Townsend

wAn easy task it is to tread

The path the multitude will take; |

Pt independence dares the stake

1f but by fair conviction led.”

Sp thought Richard Townsend, the ﬁm]

© white man recorded to walk, live, build and
do business on the: old Redman's Trail,

A word of explanation about the turns in
the Old Trail belongs here, The Tacony
ereek at the eastern end of Green lane was
fordable, more so than for some distance
above and below, hence the Old Trail would
naturally lead to this spot. The trail froui
this ford to the ford of Rock Run creck a-
Kenilworth- (Fern 7 =7t vas nearly siraight
It then made a slight turn, running in near-
iy a straight line to the ford of the eastern
branch of the Wingohoeking  (Mill Creelk),
where TRichard Tewnsend built his mill. Tt
f= thought the trail passed over the site of
the De DBenneville mansion, which stood on
0ld York Road opposite what is now Spen-
cer street, which wonld make Greene and
Chureh lanes a continuous thoroughfare.

The trail made a sharp turn at the Town-
send ford, curving around several hills on
either side of the Township line (Wister
street), and them ran in @ straight line for
a shoart distanee, then turning at Bover
strest, and then ran in = straight line to
the ford of the western branch of the Wing-
oaocking (end of Mortort and Heiskell streets), |
when it agnin' turned west and ran around |
= hill a little northwest of the present Chureh |
fanie, acrpss the eastern end of the site of the |
Coutinental  Mills -and crossed what is nDow
Germantown  avenue, after following the
coutse of the present FEast Schonl lane, and
then on to the Wissahickon over what {2
now  Schoolhouse  lane |

Critics and Topography
“Holmes Map of the
with names of

L]

An  examination of
Province of Pennsylvania,”
original purchasers from Willlam Penn, made
in 1681, or two Yycars before the German
townehip was settled, will show the size of
ghe lots with names of owners on the west
and east of the lines of the German town- |

The space allotted to the German town-
ship is blank with the exception of the name
“Taceh Vanderwall and Company." Some
writers and tatkers would exclude all out-
cide of the township lines—Stenton and Wis-
sahickon avenunes—from Germantown history.
This wonld omit the recorils and history of
Qtenton, Wakefield. RBelfield, Harper's Hol-

Jow, Buickleherrs Mills, Rittenhousetow, the

Wissahicken Mills and settlemeénts, Kelpins
and the Wissahickon Hermits, the western
end of Schoolhouse lane and lots of other
places and data that put Germantwn first in
TRRNY  WilYs,

These critics would separate Vo~ Gor
mantowss history such fumilies as the Luga.mln
Fisher, Wister, Peale, Hurper, Townsend, |
Rittenhouse, and many others for they all
lived outside the township lines. They would
take from us the grpund of our boast that
in Germantown was built the first mill in
America, that here were first printed in
America goods by the then new block pro-
cess; indeed, when the |present writer stated
s few years ago that Richard Townsend was
the origingl Germantown settler of record,
sne of these oritics was really and truly going
to smite us on the wrist and another stated
that Townsend was mnot a Germantowner be-
cause he did not make the German township
the center of his activities, despite the fact
that at Jeast two of his children attended the
School of Daniel Pastorius, one of his daugh-
ters married a member of the Cermantown
Friends Mecting and that he himself was
active im the erection of ita meeting house,
contributing to the building fund, One of
these self-appointed eritics  gquestioned the
anthienticity of the map we referred to, but
the map has not yet been disproved.

How stupid such eritics arel Germantown
is larger than the German township,. We
make these statements as a preliminary 1o
the oné that the Old Redman'ss Trail was
and is a Germantown highway from the Ta-
cony to the Wissahickon We said in =
previous chapter that the Old Trail was used
by settlers on either side of the German
township, before the German-Dutch settlers
trekked up what became Germantown road,

We are fully satisfied in our own mind that
these settlers decided to make the center of
their settflement at Market Square because the
two Indian trails crossed there.

Townsend and Pern

The most valuable lot in the Bristol towa:-
ship section (East Germantown) was that
owned by Richard Townsend, miller, friend
and partner of William Penn, because on it
wis the best water-power site in the town-
ship and the Old Trail ran through it from
York roand to Wister strmet This must
have been known to Penn and Townsend
when the latter bargained for it in England.

In the Telegraph of January and February
of 1928 there appeared a biographical sketch
di Richard Townsend in several sections,
by the present writer; extracts from this we
wish to use in this chapter as part of the
record of the Old Trail,

Richard Townsend was to us, 8 short time
ago, but a name without a personality and only
kinown as i name belonging to a person who
built or owned the old Roberts mill on Church
lane; but after digeing deep into musty records
there emerged a character that stood four-
sguare with the rugged qunlities of the pio-
neer, and the humility of the Quaker minis-
ter, with an intense interest in the religious,
edueational and material development of the
country in which he had decided to settle
atd vaise his family,

He was born in 1643 in Gloucestershire in
the Midlands of England, of which Leicester
is the center. We know very little of his
early life or at what age he became a Dua-
ker. He married Ann  Hutchins, May 25,
1677. He moved to London and there
sumably, met William Penn, with whom he
became  mtimate.  When Tenn announced
that he intended o leave for America and
invited others to 2o with him, Townsend de-
cided to be ome of the party arrangimg 10
take his wife Ann and daughter Hannah
with him.

We would 16 readers of the Tele
graph to kng about the characte:
of this white  sett om the Old Trail and
poféon  reveals himselt or character. by
he writes—for instange, .checks, busi-
letters, love letters, ote, —

“He that yeriteth much

[Tath nwch  hnracter,™
which s in line with—

“He that willeth much

Hath much o will.'”

Read a person’s love lelters or comproe
mising fiotes and you will get a fair line on
his character.
We wish 2

pre-

85 o
vhit
neEss

L L

silaw Richard Townand fo,re

. William Penn and his heirs

" him

veal himself, as he dges, i0 % statement he |
wrute, shomt 1727, and called— .
Richard Townsend's Testimony

«“\Whereas, King Charles 11 in the year
1681, was pleased to grant this provinee 1o
forever; which
act scemed to he an act of Providence 1o
mafty religions, good penple; and the propri-
etor, William Pemn, being one of the people
called Quakers, and in good esteem AmORE
them and others, many werc inclined to em-
bark along with him for the setilement of
this place.

“To that end, in the wear
ghips being provided, 1 found
my mind to emhark with them,
and child; and about the end of the sixth
month, baving settled my affairs in London.
where I dwelt, T went on hoard the Welcome, |
Robert Greemway, comménder, in compamy with
my worthy friend, william Penn, whose good
was. very nadvantageous o all
nkir care ¢ mam-

the neces s of

board, of smallpns;

#s many as thirty died. (What 2

fossl) After a prosperons passage of fwo

mpnthe, having fiad in that fine mane

grod nectings on hoard, ‘we arrived there.
Avrival @ Philadelphia

“At our arrival we found it n wilderness;
the chief inhabitants were Indians, and
some Swedes, who received us in a friendl® |
manner, and, thousgh there was a great nnme
ber of us, the good hand of Providence was
seen in a particular manner; in that pro-
provisions were found for us by the Swedes
and Indians, atvery ressonuble rates, as well
as brought from divers othen parts “that
were inhabited before.

wWOur first congern was to keep up and
manitain our religious worship, and in or-
der thereunto, Wwe had several meetings in
the houses of the inhabitanis; and one board-
ed meeting house was set up (the place of |
the bank meseting), where the city was to be.k
nenr the Delaware, and where we had very
comfortable meetings; and after our meetings |
were over we assisted each other in  build-
ing little heuses for pur shelterg (meaning
such as the cave ‘and cabins).

“After some time [ set up @ mill on
Chester Creel, which T brought ready framed
jrom London, which served for grinding
corn and sawing of boards; and was of
great use to us. Besides, I, with John Tit-
tery, made a met and caught great quanti-
ties of fish,, which supplicd ourselves and
muny others; so that although 3000 persons
came i the frst year, we had no lack. We
could buy n deer for two shillings, and @&
large turkey for one shilling, and Indian
corn for two and a half shillings per hushel
The Indinns e us were very civil and lov-

ing.

1682, ;ev:nl..l
A CcOoncerh a_tl
with my wife

comversation
the
fested n
many

of whom

cOmpaAnyY. |
contribu

who - were sick on

Settles on the Old Tvaid

“As soon as the German township was
faid out (not settled, sce map), I settled my
troct of land, which was about a rmile from
thence (Main street), where 1 et up a barn
and corn mill, which' was very ueeful tothe
country round, But there \wyere few honses,
people  gencrally brought their corn  wpen
their backs, many miles, 1 rememher one
man had a bull, so gentle that he nsed o
bring the corn on his back.

“in this location, separated from any pro-
vision market, we found flesh meat wery"
gearce and on ome occasion we Were Sups
plied by a very particular Providence, to wit:

A Classic Deer Story

tAs 1 was in the meadow, mowing grass,
a young deer came and looked on me while
1 continued mowing. Finding him to con-
tinue looking ou, I laid down my scythe and
went toward him, _when he went off & little
Wiy, 1 returned again to the mowing and
the deer again to his ohservation. So that
severnl times T left my work tn go toward
and he as often gently retreated. AL,
Jast when geing toward him, and not re
garding his steps, while keeping an eye on
me, he struck forcibly against the trunk of
a tree and stunned himself so mnch a8 tnf
fall, when [ sprang upon him and fettered
Bis legs.  From thence | carried him home '
to my honse, a quarter of a mile, where he '




was. It-lllw&;—"l‘.\!_bt‘l:e_}r_en;_bex{cﬁt of my family.
I ‘miuld relate several other acts of Provi
dewes ol this kiond,

“Reing now in the B4tk year of my age,

and the 46th of my residence in this country,
I can do no less than return praises to the
Almighty for the great increase and abun-
dance: which I have witnessed. My spirit 8
engaged to supplicate the continuance there.
of: amd as the parents have been blessed may
the sume mercies continue on their offspring
ta the end of time: that it may be so is the
hearty their ancient and JovingZ
friend,

desire of

Richard Townsend,”
having such
recorded

fortunate in

& character as th for first

white settler and business man,
His Other Actimitics

After setting up the mill on Chester creek
it is easy fo imagine Townsend and Penn,
riding up the Indian Trail, now Old York
voad, @nd, wpon reaching the cross, or Old
Redman's Trail, tuming west and soon
reaching a npatural watershed and reservoedr,
about omethird of # mile from York Road,
where it was decided to erect their grist and
eaw mill, for Penn furnished some of the
cash needed to erect and furnish the mill:
We have often wondered if the Indians as-
sisted in the erection of the mill and other
buildings, for Townsend in several state-
ments speaks ‘of their care and usefulness

Whoever built the walla did a good job,
for, nearly fwo bhundred years later the writ-
{er when a lad, used fo play in the mill
(then kuown as Roberts' old mill), and the
walls were then substantial ones; it was a
joy to elamber over the old wheel. The mill
stond at what is now Church lane and Lam-
bert street, while the bouse stood about one
square to the cast near the corner of what
is now Church lane and Opal street.

Mr. Townsend lived here for many years
and the Redman's Trail became known a5
Townsend's Mill road and the settlement that
grew up was known as Bucklcherry Mills.
Here Townsend raised his far which in-
cluded five or more children, one of them,
Tumes, being horn on the “Welcome™ while!
she lay in the De¢laware River.

Richard Townsend was one of the found-
ers of the Abington Triends Meeting and
that meeting his acti-

Germantown  was

the records of reveal
vities aid the historicenl characters who were
with  him. One of the entries
reads: "This meeling having taken into con-
sideration ¥e loss that Richard Townsend
hoth  sustained by reason of a great flood,
and It belng recommended to  ye monthly
meeting, do therefore appoint twp funds be-
longing to each particular meeting, to eol-
lect a subseription for his assistance.”

Tn our search for data we discovered that
Richard Townsend died three times—in 1714,
1734 and 1737. The registry of deaths in
the Rape street meeting, to which he had
transferred his membership after his family
grew up and married, contains these entries:

1732—1.30 Rjchand Townsend.

1733—1-15, Ann Townsend,

the tiddoro of Rich'd Townsend,

This would make four dates mpon which
be died, if we accept as true all that is
written. Without doubt the correct date is
| 1732, which wotild make him 89 years of age
when he passed away. We saw his will
which is on file in City Hall and what little
property he possessed he left to his wife and
five living children, His wife was evident-
ly ill when he died for his will was pot pre-
hated until after her death. Mrs, TIsaac
Cook, his eldest child, probated it in 1733

This condensed record of the first white

settler on the Redman’s Trail reveals him as
a Goddfearlng man, a friend of the Indiam,
a lover of his fellowman, with a sterling
charagter, one of which
justly  proud..

Nuote:—The writer approciates the many
words of commendation that bave reached
hiry of the Indian feature of the Old Trail.
One of these came in a letter from the east
part of Connecticut in which. it was
tated that the different chapters. had been
passed on te an Indian living nearby  who
enjoyed them hugely.

aasocinted

erm

Germantown may be |

Chapter Thirteen

Graveyards on the Trails |
Graves and griveyards may . be
found along the highways of listory,
therefore it may not be inappropriate
at this time to speak of those along
the Old Trail, and thus relieve our-
selves of the necessity of stopping at
them when we take a hike of ochser-
vation along the trail a little later,
Not far from the Tacony end of|
the trail was Maplewood, formerly |
the old Price plantation, containing
about two hundred acres and run-
ning from Second or Mascher street
to Crescentville road. In the farm
yard was an old springhouse; mnear
this was a huge sycamore tree, un-
der the wide spreading branches of
which were three ancient gravestones.
the oldest was made of hard white
stone, while the other two were of
dark polished soapstone. Upon our
visit they nearly touched each other
but were in a fair state of preserva-
tion. Sitting on a peach basket,
stooping low, and finally sprawling
on the grass with pad and pencil in
hand we deciphered the messages of
the stones as [ollows: '

For the
Memory For
Elizabeth Price

Whao  Died
August the 2 st

1697

(Front Far
The Memory
of Reis
Price, who
Died July
the 17th Day
1702
Aged 23 years
(Back)
These arc the first
That in dust i say
God’s Sabbath Day
To wit Seventh Day
In faith they Dy'd
Here side by side remain
Till Christ shall come
To raise them up again.

(Frout)

Far
The Memory
of John
TPrice, Who
Died June the
1ith Day 1702
Aged 20 years

(Back)

This voung man was much

with (since) indeed
That of his, own and
Brother’s death conclude
Say, Dear Brother

Know well do 1

"Will not be long

Before we both will die.

It will be ohserved that only five
weeks elapsed between the deaths of
the brothers, The scroll work and|
borders onm them indicated careful |
workmanship) Before (leaving we
helped in plumbing the stones.

Champlost’'s Deg Heaven

Between Secotid and IMifth streets
was the Fox estate, known as Cham-
plost, of which we will later: give
mote detail, 1This was the home of
Charles I, Fox and his sister Mary.
It is said that Miss Fox had a ploton
her grounds shaded by a large tree,
in which she¢ buried seven pet dogs
to. which she erected stones to mark

the spot on which their naries were
inscrbed.

v Perhaps the dogs were more faith-

ful than some of her friends and that

these stones were erected to the mem-

ory of faithfulness. There comes to

us out of the past a verse which ran

‘somewhat like this:

Old dog Tray, ever faithiul
Grief never drove him away,

He is gentle, he is kind,

And you'll neéver, never

A better friend than old

Tray.”

At De Benneville’s e

At the corner of the Old Trail and§

York road and adjoining the home-|

stead of the famil the De Benne-'

ville burial ground, a wparrow but

very deep strip of ground ruonning|

back to Broad street. It is epclaosed )

find
dog

| by a stone wall, upon the top of the

front part being an iron fence,
Tlere gre interred numerous mems=

bers of this ancient family, upon the

headstones of some of these may be|
found interesting inscriptions, among
them being:

In memory of

Esther Bertolet De Benneville

Widow of Dr, George De Benneville
Senior |
Died March 7th, 1795
A twin stone alongside of this rends:
In memory of
Dr. George' De Benneville, Senior
Died March 19th, 1795 |

It will be noticed by the dates that
the wife died first How then could
she be the doctor's widow?

Several others died since that year
biit we think there must have been
some earlier burials. Annie De B.
Mears, authoress of “Old York
Road,” is buried in the front section
of the grounds with other members
of her fammy.

The bodies of General Agnew and
Lieut.-Col. Bird, two British officers
who were Kkilled at the Battle of
Germantown were reinterred here,
They were at first buried in Hood's,
or Lower End Cemetery, Germarn-
town, but ‘were afterwards removed

: Yoark road cemetery hecause
ar that the graves might be de-
scerated, owing to the bitter feeling
against the victors in Germantown,

It is safe to presume that the bodies
were hrouglt over the Old Redman's
Trail. On a heavy granite slab near
the grave of Mrs. Mears is the fal-
lowing mfermative inscription:

1.5 B,
Here lie the remains
ol
General James Tanner Agnew
A British Officer
Who was killed at Germantown
on the 4th of October, 1777
and of
Lieutenant-Colonel John Bird
A British Officer
Who died in Germantown ofi or
about the 4th of October, 1777,
The bodies of the above officers
were removed from the Lower

Burial Grounds, Germantows, by

the arder of General Howe, a'd

placed in this cemetery with the

consent nf
Dr, George De Renneville
in May 1778,
Requiescat in Pace.
This stone was erected to their




.

memory by his Britannic Majes-
ty’s Government.
October 4th, 1903

Or 126 years alter the hattle. It is
sale to presume the British Govern-
nient had good proof of the removal
of the bodies hefore taking such ae-
tion.  Where they were first buried
| m Hood's cemetery is marked by &

stone,
! Chapter Thirteen
A Nameful Highway

We would like very mich to learn!
what name the Indians gave to the
VOld Trail, but so far mot a hint has
come under our ghservation to indi-;
cate it had a name. Neither dn we
fined that the Green lane end Had any
other name from the time ‘it
agaill opened up—it had possibly he-
come overgrown—through the plan-
tation of Thomas Grifiith in 1794

Griffith owned one hundred acres
‘bevond the Fox estate, e Luilt a
home on what is now Adams road
and ardund this building sprang up
Grubbtown (named for the Grubb
Hamily), which was later changed to
Crescentville,  Green Jane was in
use hefore the ahave date from Yoark
(road to what is tiow Fifth street and
possiby to Mascher. Waods lined
this lane, which fact evidently sug-
gested the name,

Church Lane Section

The "Church lane sectinon of {he
trail was different, Its experience
seems to correspond to that of some
society women of todav—it changed
its name often. Several ofher parties |
owped the Townsend mill after Mr.
| Townsend yetiréd, hefore it was pur="
chased by John Lukens and the lane
began to be ealled Lukens’ Mill road
and is so designated on the German-
town battle map. Church lane is also
used on the map and in some of the
reports, This wag owing to the in-
creasing importatnce of the Reformed
' Church at the Market Square end of
the lane. ;

It was later known as Mill road,
then changed in 1845 to Mill street,
and a number of deeds of property

was |

along the thoroughfare containg that
name. When City Councils restored
former names to Germantown streets
Mill street again  became Churech
lane. May it remain that always un-
less they change it to the Redman’s |

ral. '

During the period it was known !
s Mill street a turnpike company
was organized to take over the street
cand make a pike of it. It was organ-
ized in 1853 under the name of the
Germantown and Branchtown Turn-
pike Co., with the following officers:
president, Bpencer Roberts; treasur-

Ler, Wyndam Hi Stokes; managers,
Spencer Roberts, Jos. T. Mears,
Bennett Medary, Charles H. Shoe-

maker and Whiidam H. Stokes.

It was voted to macadamize the
freadbed, instead of planking it, as
toriginally snggestad, and a contract'
[was awarded to Henjamin Jenkins
| for $3300. The roadway was to be
[forty fect wide, twenty feet of it in
| the horough limits to be stoned,

' The officers of the company and
! officials of the Borough had a num-
I ber of disputes wver sidewalks and
| the roadbed, it heing asserted .that,
‘only broken stome coverd with dirt’
Wwas  used. * the Borough!

within the Dofough limits, One wa
erected just across the Borough
at Mill and Wister streets, &

The enterpirse was @ failmigr.:._
the Germantown Telegraph referring
to it in  December, 1854, as the
Branchtown pike, said it was never
fit to travel on since it was built.
It continued to exist through the
sixties with slim receipts and then
ceased to Tupction. Thus another
name was added to the central see-
tion of the Old Trail.

Schoolhouse Lane Section

The western end of the Old Trail
riins from Main street to the Wissas

hickon creek on Ridge road. 1t, too, |

has been known by wvarious: names,
the oldest, possibly, that of Robeson's
Mill road or Réheson’s road to Ger-
mantown. This was due to the Rnh-
eson family having a saw mill near
the mouth of the Wissahickon, built
about 1697. Other names applied tn
the lane by Germantown residents
were Ashmead’s road, Bensall's lane,
Schoolhouse lane, ‘School lane and
King stirest.

The last named, we understand,
was the only one miven officially to
it, but that name fell into disuse dur-
ing the Revolution, and becauss
the growing prominence of the Pub-
lic School (now Germantown Aca-
demy), the thoroughfare
generally  known as  Schoolhouse
lane, and all titles to properties on
the lane bear that name, which at
firgt was but a term of designation.
The day mav come when Green,
Church and Schoolhouse lanes will
be dropped and the name Indian
Trail or Redman’s Road will be giv-
en to this highway from the Tacony
to the Wissahickon.

When the Wissahickon Mystics
wished to hold a meeting in Ger-
mantown or Phiadelphia they would
don their white robes and walk in
Indian file out 'Schoolhouse lane,
We presume that John Kelpius would
be the file leader.

The Trail and The Battle

‘The Old Trail figured largely in
the Battle of Germantown., Tn Wash-
ington’s general order of March, and
of the battle, Generals Smallwood and
Forman were to march down Old
York Reoad to Church lane “swhich
leads through the enemy’s encamp-
ment to Germantown Markethouse:”
they were to attack the enemy’s right
wing in flank and rear.

It must be remembered that the
Old Trail from Yofk road to Wissa--
hickon was accupied by the British
prior to the battle.  The THessians
were hutted on the Schoolhouse lane|
end of the trail while the English
and other troops encamped at Mar-
ket Square and glong Church lane
or lLuken's Mill read, The records
seem to indicate that a large group
was' encamiped on what was later
knnwn as Boyer’s farm from Chew
street to Wister street . (Township
line),

After the battle of the Brandywine
and prior to the occupation of FPhil-
adelphia by the British, Washington
and his army encamped on the ta-
bleland from the Old Trail to Indi-
an Queen lane. Omn a huge stone,
near the filtration plant at KQueen
lane is a bronze tablet bearing the
following inscription:

“The main Contin_en__l Army com-.

===

of |

became |

nd
e
and immediately after the battle af
Brandywine, Erected in 1895 by the
Pennsylvhinia Society of the Sons
of the Revolution to perpetuate the
memory of the encampment?” Around

the stone and tablet are grouped five
catons, The troops possibly did
not think that their next encounter
with the ¢nemy woud be at or near
ithis v t.

Bute{ty\::? so, for on October 4th,
tir about three weeks after they broke
Seamp, the American troops under
Eeneml Armstrong came down the
MRidge, a short distance away, drove
the Hessians from their rec_!ouht_ and
compelled them to cross \'\’!ssalmr!ﬂm
‘creek, ascend the heights by possibly
‘Gypsy lane, joini their comirades on
\the tableland, and with them hurry
Font the Old Trail toward Germgn-
L town. A tablet commemorating
this phase of the battle of German-
town,’ tay be seen at Wissahickon
and Lincoln drives—not far away—
'which is inscribed as follows:

“On the morning of the Battle of
Germamtown, October 4, 1777, the
Pennsylvania militia, under Gem’.'_ra.l-
John Armstrong, occupying the high
ground on the west side of the crcc.k_.
opposite this point, engaged in a aku:-
niish with the left wing of the Bri-
tish farces, in commmand of Licuten-
ant General Knyphausen who ocen-
pied the high ground on ‘the east

jeent'ground from Xugist 1'% 8 a
from September 12 ta 14, 1777 bef

side along Schoolhouse lane. Errt;te,d
by the Pennsylvania Society of the
(Sons of the Revolution, 1907

Schoolhouse Lane

“To those who know thee not, no words)

can paint: '

those who know thee, know all
words are faint!”

We presunte  when Hannah  More
penned the above lines that she had no
thought of the Redman's Trail, but they
express the writer's fedlings so sceurately
about the western end of the tryil that
wa place them at the head of this chapter
that the reader may understand at the |
very beginning that it is beyond the
‘power of the writer to pen a picture
that will adequately disclose the beaunty
Bnd charms of this very ancient highway,

Ou fhe sites of Indian encampments,
Hessian  huts, farmhouses, brnsh  and|
bogs have arisen homes that displuy the
wery Dbest producta of the architect’s
brain and the eraftsman's skill, Bome of
these ‘are surrounded by extensive
grounds that egual in beanty the fre-|
guently pictured homestends of other
lands.

We cannot panse in our hike to even
mention all the notahle strietures and
#pots on the borders but will select one
here and thera that may be of special in-
terest to the greatest number of readers |
and hikers,

How clean and fresh the asphalteq
gtreet appears ss we turn our backs np-
on busy Germantown road ! Tt is in quite
a diferent condition than when Washing.
ton used it doring his different visits
And residences here. Tt j= yecorded that
when he left Germantown to go toward
Qarlisle to join the western expedition,
it was intenvded to have him eseorted by |
& troop of horse from Phiadelphin, he.

wishing to shun the parade. went off in
4 single geated phaeton, drawn by four

18 gray horses onut of the Schoal Tnne.
wnd_up the vogged hack romd off the|

And




téwnehip line. =0 as to eschipe their no
tive and arrention.”

Hicks<ite Frienids'
little

Meeting
west of the Nutional Bank's
ounds and meeting
honse the Ilicksite Friends. The
wall in front of the grounds worithy
of notice. Curves were made in it to al-
low room for the expansion of the maple |
tréeg on the iuside. Tt is easy to imagine
that haseball conceived their
fden of pltehing a ecuved ball when ook |
ing this ecurved wall, In & corner to
the left 1= the wee little bursing
that wns mentoned in # previons

A

rear yard are the
of
f

players

at
ground |
apter.
The meeting house presents a neat andg
attractive appearance from the Trail,
The hikers will notica the benches under
the front porch. A brief sketeh of this
gociety was furnished
mambers  from
lowing :
P'revious to the meparation in 1827 of
the Society of riends nll worshipped to.
gether nt Germantows road and Coulter
gtreetl which meeting honse was organ- |
ized In 1688, The followers of Brother
Hicks organized a society and elpeted for
trustees Abraham Deaves, Joseph U.‘«".‘-'
zoy, Samnel Mason, Jesse Walton. Rob-|
ert Paiste. Bamuel A, Grizeom and Chal- |
key Gillingham, |

In 18298 they purchased g

ug by ene of its
which we glean the fol.

site for a
puitmne, Which wag ad to {n 1853
'1.11“ ‘br.. ..‘.{.‘!‘ }|I1 .
plastered one. The room was
gide and the other for women
with gallery, In 1853 the
present meeting houge was built. Part of
the money this 1 we WAs
a ground of R500 left by Abrabham
Teaves and a mortgage of 3600 left by
Jozseph Livezey. |
The board of trastees at this time can- |
giated of John Rowlett, Jonathan Ritten-
honse,. William Dors Roberi Ewans
and Peter Wright. (Tt is said the latter
had a mortzace on the property and that |
John Tittenhonse woild worshin |
there while such a mortgage wag on the
place and wounld pass the meeting hogse
on hig way to Frankford where they did
not have a mortgage. Tt 18 also said that
he refused to look at portraits of his
grandehildren which had heen put on
glase for window claiming it was
vanity and shonld not he enconraged).
This bo: [ ceded
by Jonathan Jones, Josenh 'n Amos
Hillhorn muel N. Longstr How-
ard 'W. Lloyd and Thomas I1. Shopemak-

e

small hrown
divided., one
fntl' men

an upstair's

nsed for

Nnot

n=e

eth,

Tn 1016 alterations and

The prezent attractive

large fireplace and W -«
among the improve-
on the second foor

made.
with
ped kitehen
ments with
o first-day

The First-slay
among Friends was started
]LTf: by Fdith Atlee and nrnlr-.rpd much
tnlk as it great innovation. 4
as H. Bhoemuker, a mnch rnupwtnd_._‘n'_r-
mun todny, wis @ member

its
ware
TOOTE
zchonl ola

zschaol

here

Wi 1
mantown of
of the class

Tn addition to the meeting house and
gocinl rooms they conduct a day &chool
in s fine stone boilding on Greene streef,
the meeting honse and schoolhonge lots
g joining,

Bome of the old’
with .
Naomi Rittenhouse, the last who wWore
the plain dress. Jonathan was a large

families connected

| mipwy s feet three inchesy tall, and pows§

erful_It is =nid the brim of his hat wasg

this meeting were Jonathan and

Targe cniongh to &helter fwo besides Tiim-
self.

James Laws, who introduced rowing
of crapes under gloss, was a miember
here. Benjamin TLeedom; with long
gnowy locks and wha loved to drive 8
high-strung was n member of
prominence.

Trr. Charles Noble, nlso a great horse-
man: Samuel Niee, nndertnker :
Qammel Mason, the skating pedestrian; !
Mhomas Livezev, Joshua Jenkins, Peter
Wright, fonnder the shipping firm |
of Peter Wright and Sons; B el and |
Rachel Townsend were members. |

Among the important visitors and
gpeakers at the meeting we note Lueve-
tia Mott, Deborah Wharton, and Dr. Ne-
than Shoemaker. During the Clvil War
frequenily a eollection wonld be taken np
after meeting for the freedmen of the
Bouth, Hi are invited to vigit the
gocial rooms and rest themselves on the
gorinl benches under the attractive $ront |
porch. |

horse,
tha

ol

o=

Btout Ones

At the cast ecorney of the Trall and
Greene street ig o Colonial dwelling oc-
cupiedd By Dr. Cameron and later by
the Wrights, that harmonizes vary well
BUTTOUT 4, O this site once
little fr entthge lived
Dongherty, who large

T death coffin_ was
the sepoml story window
the neigh-

whera
was RO
ult her
passad throt
eansing great excitement
borhood, Methinks she
maini of the Stout Dames Soeiety_nf Ger.
mantowr Germantewn Academy
Ju the opposite corner gare the
grounds and buildings of the German-
town Ar}ﬁd(?]‘l‘}" ong of the best-known
edueations]l institutions of the east, At
the corner entranee to the groonds the
trustees of the Academy angd the Site
and Relie Soeclety of Germantown erect-
ed, several years ago, a tablet which
| bears the following imseription :
| Germantown Academy—DFounded Dec-
| ember 6, 1760, by citizens of German-
fown and vicinity pe the Germantown
Tnion Brhool, Chartered 1784 as the
Pulilic Schaol of Germantown. Uséd A8
ta logpitnl after the Battle, October 4,
-L]'s"("(', Offered to the Congress as a place
for its meetings, 1798, George Washing- |
lts5 was a patron of the school. Here |
'l‘m 1825 Lafayette was received. !
From thig schonlhonse, this geotlon of
he Mrail received pr t name of |
Schoolhouse lane. The main building
standing near the center of the grounds |
iz ome of the oldest buildings in German-
town having been built in 1760-6G1. A two
stone building with an attic sur-
mounted by a slim but tall belfry, topped |
by a Br ecrown gbove n weather
vane it tells its own story of the peri-|
od In which it erected w e the|
deeply worn stone steps confirm its age. |
The owter red with ¢lazs

stone tahlets su

heyp

in
the

patron

story

WaS

ita ingeribed, some 80
| highly polished that théy are readable
énly  from while ove,
gome of these have grown planted
rlass : :
The small striictures on either side of
tha scbool building were originally built
pringipale but Are now

| B
MF
certain angles,
ivy,

memners.,

by

45 homes for the
used for otlier purposes, The g:.'m'u:wiuml
building along the Greeng streeg front
is a more modern strueture but harmon-
{zes very nicely with the older ones
{ In the rear is: the athletic field, :
which was used doring
! the World War ns & drill ground by the
Afinute Men” of (Germantown, It 18
said that several British soldiers, yictims

§ cently enlarged,

here, ..

The Academy is in possession of o num- g ‘
ber of interesting relies, while the min-
utes of the trustees' meetings and other
records covering 170 years are 4 store-
house of valuable histurical data,

The Aczilemy's membership rolls con-
tain the many who have &
chisved snecess and i wetion in vArious
walks of life. Custis, stepson of Wash-

and DBolivar, the South

1i tudents hefe, |

tasks

aldl

ngmes of

the
justly go,

sindents.

romantic snel
dramnatic, tp In the
of witution which may ba
found by the student who will read tho
three his of the school In
pring and. the mumerons avticled on fila
in geveral of our libr :
Even the old bell in the steeple has its
romance, Thid originally weighed 2841
pounds and was brought to Philudelphia
in 1774 in the tea ship Polly, but was nal
allewed to land by the arouse] citizens
& city, The cargo, ineluding the bell,

d back to England, where it|

remained until the war was over, when|
wht over and|
s bell wns re-
1 < '.n__

history)
this anecier
Iries

two or

aT1es,

in 1784, it was again bro
put inte place, In 1834
g tnl T_, i

werght

[ e oW FLa 14 [ '-l'tlu‘il
to 310 pounds,

not certzin whether or not it

ecessor that

I, would

ad day-

Ml several pupils

; When

td be rung to not-

that the Wers

wWere T0UI]
If\
found,

the n lost

The Dove Cote
" Adjt‘u'u:'ng the Academy grounds on the
T'rail is an inferesting three story build-
ing known to some ue the [T'n\'u-l".lennlun.i
Chaneollor - Alburger There are
those who call it the “Dove Cote.” Much
hag been written about this house and its
|u.||']|l|-_r'. which may be found in histories
of Germantown and < Philadelphia,
Charles F. Tenkins in his Guide Book of
Germantown says:

“130 Behoolhouse lane was buil about
1766 by id J. Dove, who had been a
teacher a -adenyy, Not getting along
with he ' to set up 4
perty immediately
sful,
k to the clty,
as occupied by

m, the German

At that

homee,

the !
th

I
Thiz plan was not sueee
1

Lin
honse
on  aec-
ficers of
re located in
ev. Herman supplied
pers, but the din-

in from the King of Pruss-
The has=
i [:z_-pr>1r::ui cabinet meetings

were held at thiz house by Washington
and members of Lis eabifhet, In the gar- |
den in therear is an fnmense horsa-chests
pitt tree spid to have Been planted by
Wakhington." ’

from Novembe
the 1 1 Ve nen
Germa

Ners were s¢
i Tavern,

hotiEa besn  altered

HOTINE W

: In the rear was a fiie orchard whers
the OChancellor pest was developed by
William Ohancellor, who owned and oc-|
cupied the place= His sony \'i'hurmu"
built and develoned “Tarworth® of which |




e

we will write :

During the Bottle of Germantown this
hous# swas ocenpled by -"John Miller,
qu., a respectnble gentleman and mag-
igtriite.” From a diacy that he kept we
extract the followi items which
witlithe Old Trail:

Oetobier 4 (or
Germantown this morning
and found thnt a hot
oeonrred betweon the t
mantown, My
etirs  of i
prEsad
(This mnst have
ieans at Mt, Airy,
gunning for doves, -

October 6 (or 6)- Great numbers came
up from the eity to satisfy their curios-
i le of 3 mntown. |

dei]

Ner
Iﬁ

YT turned to
the city
uent had |
armies ot Ger-
np two |
cannon  ball

ol — R

frox

b ‘lllrili"--‘t':l__..__: t 1

Octabe
desertion and t
offenzez. An nide
{one Copint robbed
of Pennavlvanin and
unlike a. gentleman.
great mumber of F
camped up-town and
ingy were sgnin moved

In ition to those
many important
honse, among them being James Grim-
ghaw Seott and ik father, who oceupied
it for meurly monthe, After a
lapge of over 150 years this bui n'.:
.T\':\‘ peain used for wh it was origio-
ally buili—school purposes. About twelve
3'»'-:_-!'; agn the f the Aeademy
gecured it for primary and kindergarten
clasgses and the soundg whiech occasion-
ally reach the pxterior from the interior
i!l’ii".‘llt‘ thit the old*“Daove Cote” is fre.
guented by other animated nature than
coning doves.

It is now known as Kershaw ITall in
honor of Dr. William Kershaw, head-
master emeritug of the Aeademy.

Dorving the celebration of the 150th
prniversary of the Battle of G-.-Tn*.:mn:“‘n
Ker-
with

\ exectited
were  Tlogged

of General Knyp

of a map
atherwise hehaved
the evening a
hianders were en-
he following mor

in

eqdy mentioned

persons lived in this

twelve

trustees

there was reproduced in the
shaw Hall W

bis canbinet the meeting v
fention was received from fhe trustees o
tlhie Academy offering the use of the main
building to the Govern for Congrees
to holl meeting
of and
aver n

4 "I(l"!-

whers et

e BesEiOmS

ction of those

the edification and ¢
time the

orawiled the

t met,

| wwho room ch
U eahbin
Ed
Washi
the visitors
gpect toward him as he left the room
The nf the Cabinet present
wWere L Joffergon, lwpersonated
by Robert D). Dieipps, Tr.: ,’\]r'v_nndf-!'
Tamilton, by William JJ, Lundgren:
Tidward Bandolph, ford Hull;
Henry Enox, hy T
these played their parts splend
The Skidoo Stone
Hai wo Leen treated by those to whom
we applieg] for information abont the
011 Trail as we treated a tourist at the
WRkidoo” Stone in front of the ‘Dove
Cote’. we would he minns some informa-
T+ happened thos:

ottt a3 Dresident

part so well that

nmed an attitnde of re-
mermbers

Thomnps

tiom we
Ore dny a8 we wore hurrying back the
Meail to catoh a trolley ot Wayne Avenue
for the haseball park. a tourist with a
mitide hook in his hand stopped vg near
Greene street and asked where the Aee
emy was. We pointed it out {0 him &nf

NOWE [INSsCES

tol? him eevernl things shont it, while

we hureied on, He tagged after us asking

| uestions in rapid succession, first look- |
'ing at his guide book, then at the build-
ings, then st us, while we were think-}
ing of the gihme, ‘

He lagzed behind and hindered ns, We
asked himy # he had seen the Morris |
honse and other places of interest on !
Germantown road, thinking fo turn him
hack, He said he had, Finally we reached
the sidewalk of the “Dove Cote” prop-
erty, where some-one had providentially
marked 23" on the first flagstona of |
the walk,

“Thie, we =zald,” is the famons 8kidoo
‘Have ¥ 1 about it in your
gnide book?* ¢ " snid he, putting one
foot. on the and starting to turn
the pages of his book, said we
“and be thrilled with the story.”

Then we rushed for the trolley car.

g we reached the erownsof the hill

r the Fairfax Apartments we looked

and saw onur 1 1 holding the
stone in place by standing n it while
he vigorously turum] the leaves of his
segrehing  for that wonderful
wig too had, but we did
with migs that n with our
¢ pitcher in  the 5
" long béfere we wers W
rla 1

stone

> :_P-'l‘] .“

1 |||||||:.
story, Hure, it

Fiint 0 =i
“rarn
ia Philadelphia skide
|the bases for a three-hagser,
We wonder how many readers know
thesstory of the Skidoo Stone |
Chapter Fifteen

Trees on the Trail

Among the charms of the Old
Redman’s Trail are its trees: and we
gladly change from cemeteries to
trees, for the former speak of deith
while the latter speak of abounding
life, “Omly God can make or create
a tree,” while at the gate of the cem-
ctery we are confronted with the
fact that the wages of sin against the
Creator is death,

It will be a pleasure
wander for a

therefore to
little time with the
readers of this sketch among the
trees of this ancient thoroughfare,
consider their beatty and girth, and
breathe in some of the air that has
been purified by their leaves and
made fragrant by their blooms.
Green Lane Section

Some of the finest specimens of
Chestnut, Beech and Oak troes we
recall seeing in Germantown were

along the Green lane section of the

trail, but nearly all of them have dis-
appeared as a result of the blight and |
building operations. There were
some tall, massive Chestnuts in the
grounds of Kenilworth, the home of
the Kanes at Fern Rock, How
ghostlike they appeared after the
blight had done its deadly work! The
same unyielding enemy laid its de-
vistating grip upon some giants in
"Grange Farm"” woods opposite Ken-
ilworth and the beauty of that sec-
tion of the trail was marred. Fox's,
Fisher’'s and Boyer's woods were al-
50 practically temporarily ruined hy
the same giant killer. ‘
There are still gome fine specimens
of Oak, Beech, Cherry and Poplar in
“Brookwood” -and in Fisher’s Park,
at the eastern end of the trail. Pos-
sibly one of the finest collections of
Beech trees in this district was that
i the grounds of Kenilworth but
they were leveled to the groung f"|
make way for new streets and grade|
chabges. We passed there as they
lay on the ground, and i had the
appearance of a battlefield of giant:

where all bad “Hllen. XMany Hne
Oaks fell with them and as the lane
was widened and merged into an ex-
tension of Godfrey avemie scores of
massive and beautiful trees that lined
the old lane were destroyed.
Sycamores

The tree that is known
names—Plane, Buttonball, Sycamore
and HButtonwood — is represented,
(on the trail by three notable speci=
mens and others, “The Ilittle rice
graveyard near the Tacony was
under the spreading branches of a
giant Sycamore, Doubtless it owed
its massive growth to the nearby|
spring that was covered by an old
style springhouse, The graves, the
spring and the tree were not very
far apart.

The second one on the trail is at
Musgrave street in the grounds of
{the Foulke and Long Tnstitute, This
; growing tree and in a few years
| may be the largest member of its
| family in town, measuring as it does|
i now, over sixteen feet in girth. The
best known one of the three is that
at Market Square with =z girth of
about thirteen feet. Its top has been
removed by wire fiends, but in spite
of this and other abises it still e%=
pands; as do two others tear the
Reading Railroad bridge and another
with a peculiar division of trunk
near Wingohocking station.

Church Lane Section

There were several fine Elms neat
the Branchtown Tlatel and in the
yvard of the: Townsend-Godfrey-
Spencer house. Across the street
from the latter was a row of Black
Walnuts in  front of the Spencer
Roberts homestead. The fruit of
these trees was the special delight of
ws youngsters in the days of Auld
Lang Syne.

At 723 Church lane resides Thom-

by many

fs a

as (v Parris. In his yard is a purple
Beech that makes an effective shade
for house, We will speak maore
of this place later.

Opposite are. the grounds
{ Jewish Foster HMome which contain
la good sized Sweet Gum tree, .cop-
per Beeches and Horsechestnuts, Ad-
joining these grounds are those of
the Little Sisters of the Poor in the
fromt part of which stinds a.trow of
eight Gingkos and a fine Horsechest-
nut.

Opposite these grounds in the yard
of Dr. Walter Mendelsohn may be
seen two of the five known members
wf the Sophora Japonica, or Pagoda,
the sacred tree of Japan. One of
{ these has an expansion of six and a
half feet and the other six feet tem.
These trees bloom in August. There
is also a weeping Beech near the
house, Tn the rear is a tall, graceful
Himalayan Pine with an expansion
{of nine and a quarter feet. In the
| front yard is a fine specimen of the
| Cryptomeria, or Japan Cedar, which
iwas first introduced info this coun-
(try in 1846,

Adjoining Dr. Mendelsohn’s on
the west is the homestead of Francis
I. ‘Stokes, who is intensely interested
irt arboriculture. In the rear of the
dwelling is.a beautiful sunken garden
near which are some trees that are in
the giant class. Two Tulip Poplars
have an expansion of eleven feet six
and twelve feet,
a Pin or Hybrid Oak with a girth of
thirteen feet nine, and not fir away

his

of the

Near these stands|
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with i ‘circumference of over fourteen
feet.

Two Sweet (GGum trees were mea-
sured. The largest fook nine and a
half feet of tape to encircle it while
the other was over nine feet around.’
In the side vard stands a rare Eng-
lish miaple and in the front vard are
three very fine Hollies, an American
Lindenr and several other worthy
members of the tree fraternity.

Nv.x[ door to Mr. Stokes’ ig the
Toulke and Long Institute and in its
vard is one of the largest Sycamore
trees on the lane and near this are
two American Beeches and a Horse-
chestnut that are worthy ei special
mention.

At the west corner of Musgrave
street and the trail is the estate of
Mr. and Mrs., Wm, N, Allen, the
[grounds of which are a delight to
the eye. At the upper front corner
|stands a stately and well propor-
(tioned Horsechestnut. At the rear
corner 18 a giant Ash that measures
over twelve feet, Tt is a malestic
tree with imoressive, huge hranches
In the center of the lawn is one of
the most symmetrical Ash trees we
tecall having seen, tall and straight
withh @ girfth of over eleven feen
There is also a fine Copper Beech on
the east side of the dwelling. Right
near the west side of the house is a|
fine specimen of the rare Sweet Buck-
eve (esculus pavia) with five bright |
painted blades on its leaf stem. Tt
ts the first of this species we recall|
having seen. i

'is one of the largest trées on the 'I'anle1

Across the trail are the homesteads
of YT
kius, the grounds of which are filled
with rare specimens of evergreens,
superh Horsechestnuts, Maples and |
Poplars. The shrubbery in these
‘properties are worthy of note,

Adjoining Mr. Bocking' place s
that of Mrs, J, M. Whitall, at the
last corner of Magnolia avenue. These
grdunds also contain a fine collection |
of trees, among them being two no- |
| ble specimens of the mossy-cup Oak,
on either side of the front driveway. |
These are highly prized by the own-
er, being given to her as a wedding
| gift. The most notable tree in these!
grounds s the giant Gingko which
stands in the midst of the lawn. It
has a girth of over twelve feet, pos-
sibly the second largest in this coun-
try, the largest being farther back on
the trail.

{Other rare specimens of warions
members of the tree cult may he seen
in the yards of the estates of B, H.
| Shoemaker, 3rd, Edward W. 3mith,
John B. Henkels, Jr., Miss Llovd
and others. Most of these are on
Church lane hill that received a boom
when the railfoad was built nearly
one hundred years ago, at which
time some of these giant trees were
probably planted.

Chapter Fiiteen

B. Stork and Morris R. Boc-|

T .

The Western Secticn

We can but briefly mention the|
beautiful and unusual trees along
what is known as the Schoolhouse
lane section of the Old Trail. Notice
the group of Gingkos in the yard of
the National Bank and the fine Am-
erican Linden in the yard opposite;
also the fine Silver Maples and other
‘trees,. between these and  Greene

street. - Along this section of the]
Trail are many rare specimens of the
Magnolias, those in the yards of Dr.
W. J. Campbell and W, G, Warden
(Red Gate) are worthy of special
mention, A number of young ones
have recently been planted, which in
a few years will enhance the beauty
of the Trail

A Japanese Maple garbed in bril-
liant red invites attention, as do also
thé peculiarly formed Cherry and a
gnarled neighbor in the grounds of
the Germantown Academy. The wide
spreading English Oak in the yard
of R, B, Haines is a valuable asset
of the property, while in Dr, Rhoades’
yard at 152 is a large Sophora Ja-
ponica, possibly the largest in this
section of the country. _

Around the older Womesteads from
Wayne to Wissahickon avenues the
Silver Maple predominates, but in
the yards of the newer homes g var-
iety of rare trees and shrubs have
heen planted, which 1in yearg to
come will make of this section a
competitor for trce honors of the
Old Trail. Some fine Dogwoods are
now entitled to blue ribbong while
the Silver Birch in Cloverly Park is
a landmark of the neighborhood,

West of Wissahickon nue

In the yard of the lewish: Foster
Home for children on the south cor-
ner of the Trail (formerly the War-
den homestead), are several Dog-
woods and Japanese Maples which
harmonize with the tile rofs of the
niansion, making a colorful picture.
On the west corfier fg “Torworth,”
the old Strawbridge homéstead, now
the site of Alden Park Manor and
the Cambridge Apartments, The
grounds surrounding these were |
filled with notable trees, The long
drive to the mansion was lined on
either side with massive Maples, The
finest Maple we recall seeing in Ger-
mantown was in the rear of the man-
sion and must have had a girth of
over fifteen feet,

A row of giant Tulip Poplars is a
{feature of the rear garden, Along the
Itrail front were many large Pines,
|Spruces and Hemlocks, One of the
‘Pines had a girth of eight feet while
la Hemlock measured eleven feet, the

largest we have put a tape around.

In the grounds of “Cerne,” the|
Mason homestead, opposite “Tor-|
worth” are many splendid trees and
some rare shrubbery, In the rear is
a giant among the Beeches, that are!
still numerous along the Trail, and
alone would make this highway wor-
thy of a visit by tree admirers, The
“Cerne” Beech has a girth of abott
thirteen feet and hds a spread of
fully ninety feet. At “Pinehurst” 'the
igrounds of the Penn Charter School,
are a pair of Beeches, the larger of
{which measures about fourteen feet.

The Willow Oak is an interesting
!member of the Oak tribe of which
{ Germantown can boast of but few

{gpecimens, Near the front line of
“Cerne’ is g magnificent one, trimmed
thigh, straight and stately with a
girth of over fourteen feet, Adjoin-
ing “Cerne” is the athletic field of
ithe Germantown Friends' ‘Schopl,

land near the Trail front is another
tattractive  Willow Oak with an ex-
ipansion of nearly thirteen fleet. It

[is still young and an expanding fu-
ture is doubtless its_portiomn.

In the grounds of the variaus es-|

i tates beyond “Torworth?: and” “Pine-
hurst” on both sides of the trail are
fine specimens of Beeches, Quaks,
Black Cherry, Poplars and Ever-
greens. In F, R. Strawbridge’s grounds
are stumps of huge Chestnuts and a
giant Poplar, while in Mrs. Dough-
erty’s grounds are some massive
Black Cherries.
Moses Brown's Arboretum

In the properties of Moses Brown
known as “Netherfield” and Roxbor-
ough” is one of the finest collections
of rare trees in this section of the
country, among these are many gianis.
There are a number of large Sassa-
fras, graceful Horsechestnuts, a rare
Varnish tree, a splendid Yew, a mar-
velous Copper Beech, possibly the
{largest European Linden in this
country and the largest Gingko in this
land with an expansion of about fif-
teen feet, it iz a majestic structure—

one of which Germantown should
| be proud. i '
There is also a rare Cryptomeria

Japonica of unusual size, a Mount
Atlas Cedar, a large Kentucky cof-
fee tree, several Oriental Spruces, a
Turkey Oak with an expansion of
ten feet four. There may be seen a
fine Hornbeam tree (Ironwood) and
some large Hemlocks, Boxwoads,
and a valuable collection of Box-
bushes. We have mentioned but a
few of the many rare trees on this
estate,

Opposite this estate are the grounds
of Col. Louis Kolb, which contains
some fine trees, including a giant
Paulownia, with huge low branches,
that stands near the front wall. This
tree. has possibly the largest girth of
any of its tribe in Germantown and

is, therefore, entitled to the name
“Chief Paulownia”
Beyond these estates are others

which contain many notable trees. In
frodt of Samuel Wagner's home isa
huge “Tulip Poplar with a girth of
nearly twenty feet, In the rear is
“Four Oaks”” the old Wagner home-
stead which is surrounded by old,
massive trees. Standing on the side-
walk on the opposite side of the
Trail is passibly the largest street
itree in town. It is a princely Elm
with an expansion of over fourteen
feet, Adjoining Mr. Wagner's place
is “Springmead,” the home of Mrs.
Denniston, In her front yard is a
Citrus Japonica, which blooms and
bears fruit. Farther along the Trail
it the Merrick, Milne and other pro-
perties may be seen fine specimens of
Oaks, Elms, Beeches and Evergreens.

Those who are acquainted with the
Old Redman’s Trail will understand |
the inadequacy of ‘this description
of the trees along its barders. Those
mot acquainted with the Trail should
hike i1t from end to end and learwm
from perscnal observation the arbori-
cultural beauty of this ancient high-
way.

Chapter Sixteen -

The Trail's Wrriters
“Rising with Aurora's light
The muse invoked sits down

write:

Blot out, correct, insert, refine,
Enlarge, diminish, interline;
Pe mindful, when invention fails
To seratch your head and bite your
nails.” ;
That may be all right for writers

1o
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of fiction, but when writing of what
transpired on an ancitsit  highway
we mmist dig up facts #hd then use
the condenser to make them fit into
the space allotted to thizs sketch, !

Tt is not surprising that a thor-|
oughfare with such a history as that'
attached to the Redman’s Trail,
should produce writers of history
and other subjects. We will mention
several, but there must be many
more who were inspired to write of
things they knew abput concerning
the trail and its people; possibly this
material is stowed away in trunks,
cabinets, Bibles or other books and
may eventually come to light and
may get into print. A family scrap
book came inta possession of the
writer some time siffce. This con-
tained a number little sketches
written by members of the family
and some printed items about them-
selves and their friends., Some time
we may fAnd a scrap book about the
O1d Trail; when we do we will
share its contents with others

We will not mention the writers
in chromological order, but as they
acenrred to us as we hiked from the
Tacony to the Wissahickon,

Elisha Kent Kane and Others

Sidney G. Fisher, a Pennsylvania
histarian, was a cousin of Maud and|
James Logan Fisher, owners of
“Brookwood,” and an adjoining es-
tate. situated at the Tacony, Green
Jane and City Line. He did some of
his writing while visiting his cou-
sins on the Old Trails. We will write
of the homesteads mentioned in later|
chapters,

In 1843 Tudge John K, Kane built
“Kenilworth,” at Fern Rogk Station
on the OId Trail. It was a splendid
estate. Massive stone posts at the
lower entrance, a stone lodge at the
upper one, mighty Oak, Chestnut
and Beech trees in the grounds
through which ran Rock Run creck.
‘Prior to acquiring this property
Judge Kane and his family lived at
“Rensselaer,” farther back on the
and here FElisha Kent Kane, the
famons  explorer and writer was
reared and to “Kenilworth” he re-
turned, after his harsh and historical
trip to the Arctic regions in search
of Dr. Franklin, ‘with broken health
to write his “Arctic Explorations,”
for the first year’s sales receiving
£65,000.

He died in Havana not long after-
ward. His body was brought to
Philadelphia and lay in state in In-
dependénce Hall. His funeral which
was a military and civic one was one
of the largest ever held in the city.

Acrosg the Trail at the upper end

o1

of “Kenilworth” was the old Green
Lane School, which had “as a pupil,
Omwen Wister, the mnovelist, whose
home, “Butler Place,” was just across
0Old York road, the rear of it Tun-
ning for a considerable distance dlong
the Church lane section of the Old
Trail. His grandmother, Fanny
Kemble, a 'brilliant actress, married
Hon. Pierce Butler, who built the
place or remodeled it; and their
daughter, Sarah, married Dr. Owen
1. Wister, father of the novelist.
Mrs. Butler wrote several
books about life in the neighborhood
of the O1d Trail and g book of poems
that revealed her inmer life. Her
fiterary gift was transmitted to her
daughter, Sarah, who, also was a
writer of distinetion and through her
1o the celebrated novelist through

charming |

whom it ‘has descended to his daugh-
ter, Marian Channing Wister, a poet-
pss of rare vision and literary ex-
cellence. All of these resided on an
estate that abutted on the ©OId Trail.

Historians |
cannot speak too highly of

Annie De Benneville Mears, the au-
thor .of “The Old York Road, and
its Early Associations of History
and Biography,” covering the per-
jod from 1670 ta 1870, and published
in 1890. It is one of the most valu-
able works on local history in the
writer’s library. She spent much
time in examining titles to proper
ties and family records. It is to be
deplored that more copies were not
printed.

Mrs., Mears was active in commun-
ity and Church work, giving the land |
upon which the “House of Prayer”
stands, She was even willing to be
a sponsor at the christening of the
writer. Her grave adjoins that of
the PBritish officers—killed at the
Battle of Germantown—in the De
Benneville Burial Grounds, :

We have spoken of Richard Town-
send and reprinted his testimony,
which reveals him as a man posses-
sing a rare literary mind and ability.

Thomas Godfrey, who later lived
in the Townsend homestead, and in-
vented while living there the mari-
ner’s quadrant, wrote several scien-
tific treatises while residing on the
Old Trail,

The Zell property which ran from
the Old Trail at 723 to Locust ave-
nue, contained two dwellings, the
one mnearest Locust avenue being
known as ‘‘Heartease This wag oc-
cupied for wears by Hannah Ann
Zell, the historian and .antiquarian, |
who was active in the old German-|
town [Historical Library and later in
the Site and Relic Society. The other
dwelling was occupied by ier bro-
ther, Thomas Ellwood Zell, a bhig
genial man, author of Zell’s Popular
Encyclopedia and other works. Tt
was a joy to have this man drop into
sur office. We have in our posses-
ion the old silver-plated nameplate
which adorned the front gate for
many years,

Several years ago we were hiking
from Narberth to Manayunk, when
we came to the Friends’ Meeting in
Lower Merion. Entering the well-
kept grounds through an entrance
guarded by massive gates, we passed
through a smaller gateway in a wall
to the burial section of the grounds,
and to our right saw. a marble slab
in the wall on which was inscribed,
“7ell Row.” Walking along the
row and reading the names as we
walked we came to that of “Hanoah
Ann Zell” and by her side was her
big brother, “Thos. FEllwood Zell”
Thus for the first time we learned
where onr old neighbors were sleep-
ing side by side, in a beautiful, quiet
spot, till the resurrection morm.

Scveral years ago the front section
of the property came into the pos-
session of Thomas G. Parrig, . and
almost immediately, after taking up
his residence there, something began
to stir within him; it was the R.;-r]-|
man's Trail literary spirit that was|
generated in the Red Men’s Socicty
af Genesée and which has hovered
over the Old Trail ever since. As!
soon as it entered Dr. Parris’ sys-
tem. he started to write sketches

We

about Germantown and is likely o 20
continue to do so for the next sev-
enty-five vears.
_Longevity on the Trail

A little west of the Zells on the
opposite side of the Trail was the
Ia-:;11le of Mrs. Emma B. Stork, wha
died several years ago in the 102nd
year of her age, leaving behind some
Ell']\"ll\'.t" poetic and prose selections.
She wrote a number of religious
| books and was a regular cantributor
to the Lutheran Ohserver, Her mind
I'was keen to the last, but her hody
was racked with rheumatic pains
which compelled her to do her lat-
ter-day writing propped up in bed,
‘.\fr.;, Stork wag interested in mis-
sions, supporting for ten or more
years two missionaries in  Guntur,
India, and paying the running ex-
penses of a church which was. buill

'tllrr_zu_f.:h her generosity.

Thomas Godfrey

At the present terminal of T.imekiln
pike, where it merges into the old
Redman's Trail stands the House of
Prayer, of which we may speak more
fully in a later chapter. In front of
the Church edifice on the Old Trail
side is the tomb of the Barclay f[am-{
ily with a peculiar monument. This
was moved from Laurel Hill Ceme-
tery to its present position during
the rectorship of Rev., George Bring-
hurst with the understanding that
certain provisions were to be made
for the Church.

Farther north on the trail near the
old terminal of Limekiln pike was
the family burial plot of the God-
ireys where several members of the
family were interred, including Thom-
as Godfrey, inventor of the mariner's
quadrant. J. F. Watson, the annal-
ist, had these bodies removed to
Laurel Hill Cemetery, After Dbeing
disinterred they were placed in the
old Roberts mill overnight. XNot
knowing the bodies were there a
member of the Roberts family wvisit-
ed the mill about dark for some pur-
pose and came in. contact with, one
of the grinning skulls, Several things
happened at ance—a vell, a shaking
of his whole body, a general hair
raising and a leap for the door. When
we knew him some vears after he
was quite bald. Is fright the cause
of bare-footedness on top?

We are inclined to think this in-
cident gave to the mill the reputation
oi being haunted, for, whenever any
-_-1' us youngsters got tired of play-
ing in the mill and wanted the athers
to go home, all we had to do was to
vell, “See the ghost!? and they woult
come trembling out of the windows
and doorwayvs like a drove of [mght
ened rats and make a beeline up the
Old Trail as fast as their shaking
limbs would allow. =t

Market Square Necropolis

The largest praveyard on the Old
Trail 15 at Market Square ‘which was
{formerly on the line of the old part
of the trail that ran past the northern
end of the syuare. A wall agd fence
now separate the rear of the wyard
from the side yard of th* writer of
th_is' sketch. Here, then, is the source
of inspiration to write ahi it the dead
past that 1t may be quickened into
life.

It was first opened by members of
the Church of the Reformed Can-
gregation whose edifice stood an the
site of the present: Market Square




Presbyterinn Church, which is a4 con-’
tinuation of the Reformed organiza-
tion, the latter being organized in
1732, 1t 15 probable that burials be-
gan in this ancient cemetery about
that date. As a sketch of this grave-
vard appeared in these columns with-
m two years we will repeat but a
lew statements that appeared in
sketeh,

There are 330 lot owners and more
than 50 wvacant lots. Among the lot
uwiners are some of the leading early
families of Germantown. Several
preachers of the Reformed Church
are bunied here, also soldiers of the
Revolutionary and Civil Wars.

There are possibly more epitaphs
on the stones in this cemetery than
i any other in Germantown, some
peculiar, some very fline; visitors
could spend a couple of interesting
hours here gathering historic and
other data from these stones,

The one nearest the entrance reads:
“Mary Good, born January 23, 1787,
in her 85th year. ‘Thy will be done
on earth as it is done in heaven? ¥
Do any readers know of
person or persons who
their 85th year?

A couple of large maple trees along
the main path gripped several FRead-
stones, lifted them from their origin-
al positions; growing around them
and partly ‘hiding the inscriptions.
Part of ther stone seen
nearby buried in the
of one of the trees.
gtoles the

were born in

tollowing inscri
“In memory of

who departed this life,

Aged 45 years, 6 mon
Affections
I‘h\‘iliirh
A
.\utl
Upon

Henry

August
ths and 5
long time 1
were in vain,
God did hear me mourn
ease me of my pain.”
another nearby is inscribed:

“And | heard a voice from heaven
saying, write, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from hence-
forth, yea, saith the Spirit, that they
may rest from their labors, and their
works do follow them.”

New fences with wired tops have
been erected which have kept out
desecrators of this  historic “God’s
Acre” A commendable movement
was started some time since to reno-
vate this sacred fleld. S, H. Claire
is doing prodiigous work to further
the project

in view of the fact that so many
Civil War soldiers are buried in this
vard it s very appropriate that the
G. A, R. monument should stand at
its entrance,

Hicksite Friends

Just west of Germantown road on
the Old Trail are the grounds and
buildings of the Hicksite Friends. In
a peaceful corner of the vard in front

the meeting houise is a little cem-
etery  with markers for fourteen
graves, On the stones are inscribed
the fanmily names of Atherton, Par-
win, Speakman, Simons, Lamb,
Hampton and Rittenhouse. Some
of the inseriptions follow:

YChristiana L, Hampton
son lsaac”

SWilliarn €, Lamb, died Bth
18th, 1852, aged 22 years and 6 mo.
e sleeps in Jesus”
- "S  Rittenhouse,
months, 19 days.

Mother thot art

|}r‘\ S-

sore bare

73 yegrs, 1l

| diers
that |

anather |

and her

i,

Sleeping here, "
To wait for those who
Love the dear.™

The brush and vines
cleared from the corner
looks very neat.

It is said that several
who fell in the
mantown were buried in the grounds
i of ;the Germantown Academy—just
bexirnd the Friends Meeting—possi-
bly those who died in the school
ht:\l:lse while it was being used for a
'hospital.

Indian Mounds and Pets

When writing of the battle of Gen-

2 an account was given of the

of the Lenape Indians who

allen in the fight, in the Indian

izl ground, at the east corner of
the OId Trail and Wissahickon ave-
sug, later the site of E. W.
"homestead and now partly
by Cloverly Park, the gift of

Clark family o the city, . Just how
many of the Aborigines were huried
here we have no data at hand to
determine, but we are satisfied thar
it was an extensive field, for many
motinds could be seen until building
operations obliterated them.

ju-;t west of Wissahickon avenue
18 ‘Cerne,” the homeste: ul of the Ma-
son family of which we will speak
again. On the rear |:\w|1 is an inter-
esting spot that could properly be
called "Dwog-heaven,” fon here are
interred a number of family pets as
indicated by a row of marble stones
lIying flat on the green sward, in-
scribed as follows:
“Callida, died May 8,
years.”

“Bippo,

“Mouche,
“Fly, died
years.

“"Cherry and Dickev.!

“Tolly, aged 20 (a
A wvery
friendship of
Dog Tray”
the burials,

Horse-heaven

Just beyond “Cerne” is Minehimrst,”
formerly the homestead of the Waln
family, now the property of the Penn
Charter School. The Misses Whaln

been
HoOw

have
and it

of the sol-
Battle of Ger-

covered

1896, aged 7
1891."
1893,

aged

died July 28,
died August 2,
July 11, 1888,

14

(canaries).
parrot),

pets. ]."rlmﬁhf_\-‘ “0ld
was played or chanted at

Clark’s !

the

; . |
nice way of recalling the

had a cemetery for animals on their
place surrounded by evergreens and
| other (rees and the remains of many'
poor beasts are resting in this Old
Redman'’s Trail Horse-heaven.

The Misses Waln were kind heart-
ed ladies, their sympathy extending to
dumb animals of all kinds. If thes
heard of maimed or overworked
horses they would buy them and turn
them into their pastures to recuper-
ate. Owners of broken down horses
in the neighborhood, especially Pu-
laskitown, knowing this, would har
ness their crippled horses to a heavy
load, drive past the Waln place,
shout gt and whip the poor animals,
which would Dbeing a protest from
the sympathetic ladies, and a sale at
a fancy price would follow, adding
another to the population of their
horse paradise. ’

Some time since the writer visited
this spot to ascertain if stones had
been erected to the memory of anv
wt the departed animals. None were |
found, hut two were seen  leaning
against a nearby beech tree. No in-
scription  being found on the front
thew were pulled over to kee il some
mirk could be found on the back,

Again ‘he was - disappointed, but

found a 'handkerchief behind one
which had possibly been left there
by a mourner,

At Either End

At Raven Hill, the Weightman es-
tate, -near the western end of the
0O1d Trail, was given to the Sisters
of the Assumption for school pur-
poses, by Mrs. Frederic Penfield,
danghter of Mr. Weightman, A cem-~
etery has been opened for members
of the order.

At the rear of "MTrinity Chapel” at
the Tacony Creek end of the Old
Trail are the graves of a very few of
those who attended service in this
mission of the “Old Oxford Church.®
Thus at both ends of the Old Trail
are graveyvards connected with reli-
Zious  organizations.

A study of the stones in these cem-
cteries along the Old Trail will yield
the student a lot of historical /data.

'l

Other Writers

Frank J. Firth, who wrote several
books on Church histary and pality,
among them being “Christian Unity
in Bffort,” received Hhis inspiration
and wrote his books an Church Tane
hill, He was not only a thinker and
writer but a broad minded philan-
thropist as well. He was a liberal
contributor to institutions gutside ol
his own denomination,

From Mr, Firth's

home it was
the Win-!
I(‘" hed

to look across

Vv ul ey d

see

1as  written

pam phlets on

1 attention and
run down t

ST

resided on
Armstrong,
Historical
whe  edit-
by himselr,

who
Edward
member of the
Society of Peunsylvania,
ed, with additianal notes
the “Correspondence Between Wil
llam Penn and James Logan and
Others,” from the original letter in
possession  of the Togan family.
with notes by Deborah Logan, These
covered the period from 1700 to
1750, These letters cottain a clear-
er and more copious description of
the state of public affairs, during
the period in which they were writ-
ten, than is to be found in any other
existing document,
They were written for and
lished by the Historical
Pennsylvania in several
One of these with 450 pages
1 we write this nete,
\ H. Keyser lived for a num-
I wyears at 33 Chiirch lane;
e living -Ic'e he gathered the
1 i 1 wrote his section of
ld Germantown,” and
er sketches. Midway be-
Welsh's and Dr. Keyser's
home is the damicile of the
this sketch. All of these
seized by the gpirit that hovers
the Old Trail and were led
wlhithersoever it willed,
Nearly oppoasite Dr,
was the rear

Another man
Chureh lane was

M. A, 3

pub-
Society  of
calttmns,
befure

el
writer of
WErc
Gver

Keyser’s home [
entrance to the dweil-
ing in which was born® Lonisa M.
Alcott, the woman that New FEng-
land claims as its great authnress.
The game spirit that seized the other
writers capturgd her and her family
ant went with them when they
moved ta the land of steady ll.’zhi:‘.‘




mainitain laurel. |

On the West Side
west  of  Germamiown
hved R, Robinson Scott, a
writer on  horticnltural subjects and
publisher of “The F’hfladelphh
Florist and Hortieultural  Journal”
and the discoverer of the fern Aspi@
i Ebennides, or the Scott Fern.

At the corner of the Trail and/
Wayne avenne is the former home
of Willlam H. Scott, who compiled
for several years books unigue
designs which were much rht af-
fer,. He was a member of firm
of Alen, Liane and Scott, railroad
and legal printers and was promi-!
nent in church, mission and welfare
waork,
Nedrly opposite the site of
dian mounds is the Campbell home-
stead, Dr. William  J, Campbel.,
|rrt-h‘ilir.'11l of the (_'jl_\‘ History
ety, has wriitten several Hhistorical
cketchies, and is the owner of a num-
ber of copies of first editions of
works of distinction, Miss Jane
Campbell, his sister, . was historian
af the Site and Relic and other so-
cieties for long periods. She wrote
extensivelys of Germantown histoty
antd had possibly the best collection
of Germantown pictures, clippings
and other data about local affairs ta
be found anywhere. This collection
was methodically and neatly arrarg
in over cighty books.
are now in possession of
1-11?";'-.

These hli(:t'

Famd

road
prolifi¢

Just

of

S0

« g
the In-

Soci-

They

scrap

her mne-
allusiong to some of
the writers along the trail are
cient to show the reader that the
Trail produced those who wrote |
fory well being the center
worthwhile historical happenings

It was our purpose to write of the
stitintions .on. the Trail; a chaptet
m the educational Tature of the old
thoroughiare wonld doubtless be of
anterest to some readers, buty we
will speak of these we come t9
them while we deseribe a hike from
the Tuacony to the Wissahickon aunid
thus break into what might becomsg
a monotonous description of estates)

as as

as

and  families,
The hike will start next week.
Chapter Seventeen }
Hiking the Trail
Writing about old homesteads is a

pleasant pastime but the results are un-/
cauqlactc-n for while it is quite easy to
jot down dates and incidents connected
wnh certaim [!rrjpc_l'ht'\. it is bevond the
power of the writer to convey to the
mind of the reader the charms and spirit
that hover around and above them. Lit-
tle family happenings which seemn too
trivial to mention are still the things that
turn a property into a home. The Red-
man's Trail, more perhaps, than any oth-
er thoroughfare in Germantown, was and

iz still lined with such homes,

Crescentville alias Grubbtown

Crc»;u.ul\ilk. at the end of the Trail,
15 otte of the oldest settlements in Penn-
gvlvania, and was at one time a very
busy place. Huge mills were located here
run by water power. These and most of
Mhe gquaint old houses are now in ru.ml
but several antiquated buildings still re- |
mnm. i
|

re

The.place was formerly called Grubhb-
town, deriving that name from a promi-
nent resident by the name of Grubh. The
m:ll:a were known as the Crescent MiHs/

had a star and crescent on their
wemhervane' From that fact the place,

n to be called Crescentyille and that
is‘now its. official name. Asylim Pike

MAdams Road and Crescentville Road
merge at the bridge at the center of the
old wvillage.

* Up the road, just beyond the old mill,

is a monument without an inscription,
standing upon a boat-shaped rock. The
monument was ecrected to memorialize
the deeds of the fifty-five men who en-
tered the Union Army from Crescent-
ville during the Civil War. The base
was hauled from Delaware county by a
team of twelve or thirteen horses,

Not far from the monument are the
public school and the old mansion  of
Thomas Griffith, the owner of the plan-
tation upon which Crescentville was built.

Peter Moran, the well known artist,
lived in Crescentville at different times.
T. J. Rice, when writing about the artist,
said :

“T khow that he had many sketches
that he made in and around the village
At an exhibition of paintings held at e

Art Club some years ago he E\lnlulrll a
picture entitled ‘Scene Near Naples.' 1
knew it at once. It was made mn Cres+
centville, looking down the road from
the Soldiers’ Monument, There were
three pairs of tall stone héuses in the dis-
tance, and coming up jhe road was a
shepherd driving a flock of sheep. He
saw me looking at the picture and in-
quired if I knew the place, ‘Yes,' and
then he told me he had passed many
happ\' davs there, and went on 'to say
‘I had that drawing of a man and ﬂ‘wcp
and thought it w ou}d work into a picture

| what were the earlist events in his life
that he could r{‘l:'lli_mbv r. Mr. Moran said:
“‘When [ was six months old ¢LHII in the
| cradle a weman living nearhy visited the
| house and said to ny ﬁ'mth(*r, ‘How 1s
Peter this morning ?
There are those who sy the name of
the stream that flows through this his-
[ torié place is not Taconmy but Takonyi,
the name of the tribe of Lndians of which
Ogontz (not of Genesee) was chief, but
| whatever its real name may be it was a

i} delightfal privilege to ramble along its

banks. The stream and its banks have
recently heen added to the park system of
FPhiladelphia,

| The locality is rich in local history,
and was one of great natural beauty and
a very apfropriate place to begin a hike
over the Old Trail from the Takonyi
to the Wissahickon,

Directly opposite Green lane on the
Crescentville Road is a stone chapel that
is known as “Trnity Chapel, Crescent-
ville, Parish of Trinity Church, Oxford"

The ald Oxford Church is a couple of
miles up the Old Oxford Pike, now
known at Rising Sun avenue,, and
possibly the oldest Episcopal Church
ierft Philadelphia, There are
rious epitaphs in the cemectery
ing  the church.

15
n

some

“Mr, Moran had a sense of humor, At
one of his class days the ladies were)
talking about . having a good memory.
Cne of the ladies inquired of Mr. Moran

adjoin- |

DELIGHTFUL BROOKWOOD ‘

(Continued from last week)
At the northwest corner of Crescent-
ville road and the Trail is the beginming
of tie baronial-like Fisher estate. Nearly
ninety years ago Charles Henry Fisher |
secured part oi the Griffith plantation
and built a residence upon it, which was
at the time of the hike u(.ulpu.‘d by lis
daughter, Maud. Farm after farm was |

added to the estate until it mmprw.tli
E(0) acres spreading over City Lue inton

Montgomery county and extending along
the Tacony to the grounds of the Cur tis
Counitry Club near Cheltentam. Another
residence was built upon the estate by

James Logan Fisher, a son of Charles |

Henry, and was occupied by him,

The estate was one of the finest suh-'
urban places in this -part of the .s:atr:'
There was a rare combination of wouod-|

land, meadows, gardens and farmland
with field. lawns oif rare beauty. The
woods were filled with lawrel. dogwooid

and wild flowers and the nomerous paths |
rimning through them opened up vistas)
of wild beaury that enchanted the wan-
derer.

The brook flowing throngh the woods—
which we presume susgested the name of
the estate, Brookwood—was a clear rip-
pling one, as it glinted and scnmllatcd'
through the wooded dell pn:cntc-ﬂ a plc-
ture that was charming and fascinating,
The dell was flled with spring Rowers
when the hike was made, some of which
were being picked by a group of neigh-
bors, who seemed to be happily at home
in the grounds,

The lodge was midway between (Cres-
centville road and Mascher street and
was occupied by Mr. and Mrs, James
F, Hamill. The Hamill family had heen
connected with Brookwood from the be-
ginning,

In November, 1836, a balloon that had
passed over this locality several times
came down so low over Brookwood that
people on the ground were enabled to
talk to those in the balloon. One oi the
men in the balloon leaned over the side
of the basket and gave three cheers for
Buchanan (it was during a political cam-
paign). As he drew m his head his faws
were sunken and he appeared fen vears
alder to his fellow balloonists. He ex-
plained that he had lost his teeth and
they were 700 feet above the ground.

The's¥nier of the teeth went to Brook-
wood later and mage s search for his
teeth, heing assisted by-employess of the
place, but the teeth were not found. Per-
chance they kept on working after reach-
mg the ground and worked their way
into the brook. The owner of the teeth
wanted to pay those who assisted him
in the search but Mr. Fisher objected,
stating that his men were paid enough
by him and did not need any tips.

Opposite Brookwood on the Trail was
“Maplewood,” later known as the Dick-
son farm, This was the old Price Plane
tation and contained about 100 acres, A
its center was an mtereatmp: group Q-
ald buildings, some of which were i
ruin. For a long periad it was the coun-
try residence of Joht M. Dickson and
was cared for by the Montgomery family
some of whom taught school in German-
town. It was afterwards owned by the
Presbvterian Hospital and | farmed by
Brunner Boyer—a nephew of John W.
Bover who taught the wrifer how to farm
an the Bover Farm that ran from Wister
to Chew streets an the Old Traﬁ—wi'h
ywhom we had a pleasant visit. Tnthe
ffarm yard were the old Price arave-
[¢tones. The farm has been divided for |
huilding operations,

Champlost

On the south side of the
inmg from Masc
Penn

Trail run-
her street to the North
Railrpad was the Fox estate, an

fextensive property, with much woodland,

part 6i which is now Fisher's Park. Tt
was a heautiinil country seat, containing
two dwellings on what i now Fifth strest
and a nwmber of massive trees. [t was |
known as “Champlost™ and is now me-

morialized by an avenue bearing that |
name and which passes through the old
estate,

“Champlost” was  the residence of
James Portens, Tn 1722 it heeame iz
property, and by his will in 1743 went
1o Joseph Fox, In 1782 his son, Joséeph
M. Fox, succeeded to the property, and |




fii lis ceath, in 1784, 30 was inferiied g
Bis next brother, George, who held it
until his death in 18 when it went 1o
the late Charles P, Fox and his sizster
Mary, who resided there until their death
sime years ago, Il ! 1
ACTes.

It {;r'ur-._{r' Fox
of the Socicty of Political Tng
n 1800 repre the city
Aszsembly, On | vels abroad 1

long time in France
1t the dinner table
lost, at his chateau, ws

Mess.

ol
1ted

He was remox
and after a time ¢
and was consigned care ol -
Capuchims to he buried: a little warmth
in his hands being perceptible led to the
application of restoratives, by which he

to the

was revived. On his return home he gave ~

his estate the name of the place that
he had cause to remember.”

We spoke in a previous chapter of Miss
Marv Fox's cemetery for dogs. All the
landmarks on the old estate have been
obliterated and hundreds of modern
dwellings cover the acres of Champlost.

Historic Kenilworth !

Oppasite Champlost ot the Old Trail
is a live spring, the waters of which
have slaked the thirst of many who have
passed over the Trail, both red and white,
Near this was “Rennsellier,” an old home-
stead which was built in 1770 by Nathan
Whitman, The place was occupied at
different times by Dr. T K. Mitchell,
Judge |. K. Kane (before he built Ken<
ilworth), and Dr. White.

Just beyond this at the railroad is
Kenilworth. We have spoken of the
giant trees that were felled several years
aro on the Green lane front of this pro-
perty: In 1845 Judge John K. Kane
built his residence near the present Fern
Rock station and resided there until his
death in 1858 Ten acres of the Silver
Pine Farm, part of the De Benneville
estate were purchased by Judge Kane
which gave him a front on the Green
jane section of the Trail. Two drive<
ways led from the house to the Trail
at the entrances of which were a lodze
and massive stone posts, which spoke to
the passerby of the glory of the place.
%+ is now used as a hoarding or apart-
ment house and is known as Kenilworth
Inn,
|  Dr, Elisha Kent Kane, son of the
judge, spent the last year of his life
at this place upon his return from the
Afetic regions where he went in search
ofsfir John Franklin, He died at Ha-
vana of paralysis. February, 1857, His
hoily was interred in the family vault at
Tzurel Hill.

Geoot rhaneee have taleen nlace in this
neichhorhaad  Rock Pun Creek has heen
cewered © the lane hae heen Towered twen-
tv ar more feet and now nasses tmdP'I'"
lh’l ﬂnf‘f-e‘i-
avetve which eventually will be an

railenad and ma=mez jnén

important highway between Germantown
and Rising Sun avenue. Between the rail-

road and Old York road is the u_)lr} Green
Lane School of pleasant memories; near
ly ‘opposite this is the Hehrew Orphans

Home, and at York road is the_ 1'_)L= Ben-
neville burial ground, which adjoined the

mansion that at the time of the hike was |
things couldl

in ruin, Many interesting :
be written about the De Beuno}rlﬂe fam-
ily and honse, hut space forhids.

‘ Ancient Branchtown

The business centtr of Bristol  town 4
| ghiip was Branchtown, at the interséetion
ai the two trails, now York road and
Green lane, and lLiere history was madé.
The old general store and nostoffice was

located jiist below Green Tane and here
was the general exchange of gogsip for
generations. We know but one pro-
| prietor of this store, Ilenry 5. TRorer,
| 2 fellow member with the writer of the
Board of Managers of the local Y.
| C. A. He was a jovial, big-hcarted man,
| and passed into gloryland while the writ-
| er. was stationed in New England,
Hotel, wh
"l

™

still

this

pones el

‘ prese
: erected about 1790 hy Yos
o} 1 from

land 1sed
r ACTeS

0n !
Sr. Ab

Spencer,

ndirey ]

The new section

{ 11.:|'r|I]._'_'!: ‘."h:-

this hotel was

sleiehing 1':ll'|.|"\'. and

tha host, Jonathan Childs, was always

ready to furnish good entertainment 1o
all who patronized him.

Just ahove the hotel York road
was a landmark for many years known
as the Indian Rock, which projccted it-
celf over the other trail for centuries
tut which the turnpike company had re-
moved when they widened the roadberd,
despite the protest of nearby residents.

Many well known North Philadelphia

on

Families lived in this section during Col-

anial and Revolutionary periods, Tt played
an important part in the Germantown
sampaien, before, during and after the
sattle. Why was it called Branchtown?
We know not. Do you?

- - ey

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

The Hike Continued
When we write of the eastern end of
the Church Lane section the Old
Trail there arise visions of what it was
over sixty years ago and not what it 18 in
these changing and bustling times, for
this section of the Trail was the way
ta school in the days of “Auld Lang
Syne.” In those days stood the old houses
that were in the Buckleberry Mills sety
tlement from Wister street to Finiar
Hill. . In the hollow that still exists sto
the old Townsend-Roberts mill, unusg
which we youngsters used as a playhous
(The old Roberts mansion stood on tl
hill in' the rear, and just below thi|
‘lacross the pike, stood the old Spence
house, formerly the Townsend-Godire
place, at the corner of the Old I'rail ani
the old terminal of Limekiln pike. A
that time Mill eregk ran under a rats
tling wooden bridge, which we
would stand and watch the fish as they
wed hither and yon in the clear water
below.

Then we would walk in the shadow of
the high retaining wall “Butler
* that had the

0l

o
1

ol from

Ogontz

cvery time we go

it lane we miss some o

has disappeared to make way
streets rows upon rows of modern
dwellings. Only one of the old Buckle-
berry Mills houses remains and that 1s
in.the hollow, nearly opposite where the
gldaaall stood and is a substantial struc-
Rure, occupied at present by a teamster.
. Usider a number of the new dwellings
‘ape garages that shelter motor cars which
Miave replaced the bull and “get-up” teams
that used to bring grain to the mill fo be
ground into flour and meal, When we
try to do a bit of hiking now we some-J
times wish the old “get-ups” were back
on the job and that the maotor vehicles
were in paradise whére they couldn’ty

10T nNew
or

M. |

ar resort, not |

throw dust inte the faces of hikers.
i The old retaining wall has disappeared
afid o long row of houses has been built
an its site. The lowering of the grade
of the Old Trail has, apparéntly, had the
effect of raising the House of Prayer a
little nearer fo the skies.
. House of Prayer
This church stands at the junction of
the Old Trail of the present terminal of
imekiln pike and presents an entirely
erent appearance today from whal it
the writer as a lad attended its
ool over sixty years ago. The
peculiar interest to us for it
was here that Bishop Stevens canfirmed
| Elizalieth Brewin Phillips, the mother of
the writer, and it was here that several
of her children were baptized by the Rev.
Richard N. Thomas. =
The parish was organized in 1860 but

meetings had been held in the neighbors'

hood by th interested i the project
for three years prior to that date,

The gilt of a piece of ground had beet
conveyed to the Society for the “Ad-
vancement ol Chrstianity of the DProtest-
ant Episcopal Church,” in 1858, hy Anne
Die Benneville Mears, on which the church
was built in 1862, Tt had been intended
as a memorial to her great-grandfiather,
‘George De Benneville, who had been
received by baptism when an intant, into

church., The good Queen
had the care of his
g soon alter
fied March
esteem
zh life and lam
Mrs, Mears
hurch had eleven Tectors,
Littel

rEe

Bring-

a5 Siruch
- Reév.
rector fot
parish
Rev. B.
[aulee's;

the meetin

Wister Morris,
Germantown, who
bishop of , Ore

arge of
stant at: St
aflerwards Decatte
The ‘thureh at' the
flatirishing conditioft
| new . families

tey i

come a ATS 1l strong

Historic Section

Very arish,

i -_‘I"". h_-’l'-'l' ;""_!'I erell
er Place” and the Spen-
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1d mil rected <in |
it iz now 1 Philade a! the
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Whe

that stood
few wvears
of 'the heav !
of Germarn i e soaked
with the American and British |
soldiers,

At the corner of the Trail and '!'own-l
ship line {now Wister street) sfood the'
old brown toll gate house where politi-|
cians would gather 60 or 70 years ago |
to “chew the rag” over the merits and’)
failures of their respective leaders: we |
think the locality was Democratic at that
time for the toll gate was but a square
away from Irishtown, the capital of East
Germantown, and nearly all Emerald Ts-
landers were Democratic in the davs of|
Auld Lang Syne,

Irishtown was built on part of the
Bover farm that extended from Wister
to Chew street along the trail and to the,

on the
. Nes

- staod unti a
* here occurred some
ttle

vline of the present Price street on the

r
|
|

House of Praver and




‘morth, adjoining the Haines farm, Onl
this farm (Boyer's) it was the privilege
of the writer to work during vacations:
it was here he learned bareback riding,
cattle raising and acqured an appetite
for fruit—for there were several fine
orchards on the farm.
Church Lane Hill

When Germantown awakened from its
Jong sleep, about 1830, and besan to
build factoriés and homes, and then a rail-
road irom the eity, Church Lane Hill and
its surroundings were developed as a res-
idential section and became to German-
town what the Main Line and Chestnut
Hill are to Philadelphia today—the home
of the select or elite. This eminence over
which Locust avenue and the Old Trail
run was known in those days as Kel-
lev's Hill and is so designated on the
map of the battlefield, although the Kel-|
ley brothers did nct come into posses- |
s‘mn of it until 25 years after the bat-|
tle,

The hikers will notice the old fash-
joned mansions, with their square tow-,
lers and cupolas as they pass over this.
section of the old Trail; some are on
the street level while others are perched
on high terraces heing nearly hidden by
trees and shrubhery.
| In these mansions much worth-while
hiographical material could be gathered,
for here resided manv old time Ger-
mantown families bearing the names of
Evans, Goodhue, Smith Wharton Allen,

}Jlm' n_ Kimber, Shoemaker, Tirwees
Farr Scott, Kennedy, DInvillier,

Meruck Zell, Firth, Brown, Hoyt, \\'h:t—
all, Bacon, Bockius, Smrk. Datz, Spen-
cer, Stokes and others,

Some of these mansions or sites are
now occupied by the Gonzaga Memorial
Asylum, St. Joseph's Asylum, Home of
the Good Shepherd, Jewish Foster Home,
Little Sisters of the Poor and the Foulke
and Long Institute, We have already
spoken of the giant and beautiful trees
in this Tocality, while rare shr ubbery and
flowers abound, This hill overlooks the
Wingohocking Valley in which was 167
%ted Genesee, the Indian village of which!

gontz, was chief.

Chapter Nineteen

MARKET SQUARE

¥We liave now reached Market Sguare
on ‘our present hike. We mentioned in a |
preceding chapter the old route of the!
Trail that followed a course from the |
Wingohocking ford near the present rail- |
road bridee to the west, which brought it
to the Germantown road trail over the
present East School lane, We wrote of
the Indian parade turning here during
the celebration of the wvictory at the
battle of Genesee in 1600: we mentioned
the shooting up of the old rooster on
the weathervane of the Reformed Church
by the Paxson Rangers and of the In-
dians camping here and being fed while
an their way from up-state to “Per
Green Towne!! We also gave a brief
account of the cemetery in the rear of
the church.

But there is a Iot of other interesting
data  connected with Market Square,
some of which we will have to omit. Be- |
cause of the crossroads (Indian Trails)
this was the center of Germantown from
the beginning., At first it was known as |
“The Green Tt is only about one half '
la square long and an eighth of a seuare
\dleep: therefore it is not a square. but a
wreen, In the early dayvs of the =zettle-
ment & market shed was creeted at the
wwest corner . and adjoining this atood they
ficehouse where “01d Shag-rag” was leept, ]
. Atthe ChurchiTane efd was the old log |

prizon whose end could be lifted by sevs
eral men and the prisoners invited to
come out and have something while in-
duloinge in a gpame of cards or quoits.
Near this huilding were the stocks for
unruly persons—we should have szome
now, In the center of the green were the
public placed there by Thomas
Armat lived opposite. The Sol-
diers’ Monument cupies the site
of the scales,

Some Colonialisms
Market Sqg
lomal cente

SCAIES,

now oc

For many ¢
cne of the chi
erica. and increased in importanc
the Revoluwtion. New England had its
greens surrounded by frame churches and
waoden mansions: the Southland had its
greens courts around which stood
wooden and brick structures with a c-l\le
of ‘architecture that differed greatly from
(that of*New England, Most of these
centers hayé! erated or disappeared
entirely,

Germantown's green was surrounded by
cubstantial stone  structures, some  of
which are with us today, several of them
heing among the finest specimens af col-
ontal architecture in the countrv. Those
that have disappeared have been replaced
by the massive structures of financial in-
stitmtionis, which make this part of the
Old Trail as important as it ever was
A complete story of some of these build-
ings and their occupants would fill the
space allotted for the entire square.

We would call the attention of tourists
{ and hikers to the door knockers and other
T"a-ﬂ- ‘t'«f‘ res on th ¢ '1““1'-— [ T 111{' 1 !-
IFS SUrroune 1 also to the
ornate iron railings and gates, e of
which are gems of the ironworker's art
| Because of their lowly positions

t-scrapers should not be over

careftilly noted, while the
| mttr]n". s, doors and doorways are

sof careiul study,
The Religious Features

1t will take eternity to reveal the
amount of good that has resulted [rony
the efforts put forth by religious work-
ers around the “green.” On  Market
Square Church the Site and Relie Saci-|
cty placed sonte years since a hronze tab-
fet inscribed as follows:

*“The Church of the German Reformed
Congregation of Ceérmmntawn was erect
on this site in 1733, Here Count Zin-
zendorf preached his first sermon in Am-
erica, December 31, 1741. Here the Brit-

nuartered a Virginian battalion
in the Battle of Germantown,
\\ ashi {

o

green

ST

dorm
worthy

2

church
Dutch
" Twi

nel

dactive

eformed Church
dred years an
varl propagating

T

gospel and ty
af mnusual ablity
Fram the balcony of the De 1a Plaine
heuse that stood at the north end of the
“Green,” (nﬂl"’l. Whitefield, the world
evangelist, preached to large crowds that
gathered in the square November 27, 1739,
An extract from the “Life of White-
field.” published 1 1889 shaws the ¢f-
ir:ut of his preaching :

I “He was so thronged with anxious in-
l'quirers that he had not time to write g
letter to his friends;: ‘They follow me
wherever [ eo. as they did in Londins

ministered here

| On November 27th, (1739). he preache I'?L

for nearly two hours to over 6000 hear-
in Germantown, from a balcony, with
such melting power ‘great numbers wept
most profusely. It was a real time of re-
\freshing." Here he cHiO\ed sweet com=
mamion with many sonls of different na-
tions and professions. Here. too, he found
the Gérmans translating his Journal into
High Dutch. On his return to Philadel-
phia, he found a crowd waiting around
his door to hear the word of life. He
prayed and spoke to them. *Many wept
bitterly.!

“The effects produced about this time
by the preaching of Mr. Whitefield were
truly astonishing. Numbers of all de-
nominations, and many who had no con-
nection  with anvy  denomination werse
hronght to inguire, with utmost earnest-
mess, what they should do to be saved.”

William Penn preached in the Ash-
mead house, the site of which is now
occupied by the Saving Fund building,
and, as he was a preacher with tinction
and power, results must have followerl
his discourses.

St. Buke's Church was organized i
the Armat house, now occupied by Glyn-
don Priestman, and for several vears held
meetings there, in the Reformed Church
and in the hmlo‘mn now occupied by the
Y. W. €. A,

We are uncertain whether
Lutheran Church was organized
latter building. but they met there for
some time, Just think of the streams for
good that have F‘.uwej from these efforts
made around the “Green

At the south end of the square are

stores and apartments that occupy the
t:*h: upon  which stood a general mer-
chandise store conducted by “Freddy™
Axe, a “character” n his day. Being
of a nervous disposition the bovs of the
neighborhood would often irritate him
with their pranks. They would open his
door and ask out loud, “Freddy, hnw
much are vour fupenpy mackerel apiece.”
Freddy \\‘(m]r] dart after them in his ef-
fort to give them mackerel on the head.

When the Millerites flourished here
they met in the old Stokes' Hall, just
helow on the Trail, a definite datc was |
set for the Second Epiphany. “Freddy"
accepted their teachings and dates, When
the date set was nedr at hand, hc pave
away his stock, bouzht ascension rohes
and ‘with others took a position at his
rLm_l of the “Green” and waited to be
btal:en p, They waited in vain, for they |
| were foalishly mistaken and dlcanpmmed-
| as all others will be who sét dates for
| an event to take place they know nothing [
about, bringing discredit upon anf

|
|

Trinity
in the

thus

| important doctrine of the Bible and
Church, They were narrow in their study
and interpretation
suffered as a conse
Freddy restocked h

the scriptures and
ence, in 1844, !
: s store and restmed
busingss, -2 more thoughtinl and we
a more_restfnl_and better man
Giancmg Around
Suppose we :tand {for’ a moment Or so
on the pavement o1 the Morris house’
opposite Church lane. This house is one
of the finest specimens oi Colenial ar-
chitecture in the country and was built
in 1772 by David Deshler and occupied
after the Battle of Germantown by Gen-
eral Howe, commander of the British
forces who moved up from Stenton, and
who was visited during this occupancy by
Prince Henry Williams of the Royal
Navy, afterwards William IV. of Eng-
land, One can readily imagine the gaicty |
. and military splcudor that were present
here during that period.
During the yellow fever epidemic in |
1793, when Philadelphia was the na.tionall
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[ capital, the séat of ‘government was moves
' to Germantown to escape the scourge.
President Washington and his family
made this house their home while® the
fever raged, and thus made of atbthe
executive mansion (White House) of the
United States. He again occupied it as
a summer home in 1794, at a rental of |
over $200. We think President Hgpover |
could look farther and fail to find a bet- |
ter place to spend a summer than here.

The spot on which we arc now stand- |
ing is the same on w '
stood when waiting for his -
broueht that he might take a gallop cown
the Old Redman’s Trail. When he arose |
in the morning and drew aside the cur- |
tain, hewould look down the Trail near |
which the Dattle of Germantown was |
Tast,

Take a look throuch that little wicket
pate at the south side of the house znd
you will get a glimpse of a garden and
grounds that are marvelously beautiful,
Rare plants are there, and a lawn that
is green and restful, Some of those mas-
sive trees vou see around the grounds
were doubtless standing swhen Washing-
ton ocenpied the place.

Across the lower end of the “Green”
i the boarding house branch of the Gar-
mantown Y, W. C. A. For years this
wias the headquarters of .this importagt
worlk in Germantown, all depariments
meeting here prior ta the erection, at
Vernon Park, of the present main huild- |
ing. In 1917, Mrs. William L. Melean. s
then president of the association, had this
Market Square building renovated and
changed into a home as a memorial to
her sister. Mary, and it now known
as the “Mary Warden Harkifess House®
It is a solid, fine old building with at-
tractive windows, doorwav, foot scrap-
ers and door knockers. It has been the
home of many notable persons and durs
ing the period that rmantown was tige
nation's seat of government, was tie
treasury building of the United States,
Thick vanlts with heavy iron doors were
bnlt, in which was stored the nations,
cash,

The bwlding was used for five veass
by St. Luke's Church for services andd
other parish purposes and Trinity Luth-
eran Church met here for nearly a year
hefare their present edifice was complet-
ed. This building was also used as a priv-
ate school at several different periods

In the early part of May of this vear
(1930) a fire broke out in this building,
doing gonsiderable damage to the interfor
and causing the inMates to flee in their |
usual seant apparell bui it never feazed|
the old treasure vanlts in the bazement,

{48 Lhurch and Churchyard Ghost

_ﬁf.zning thi plant
the Market Squar
Rev. M. B. Gurley 1
just inside the
irumpeters that
the old edifice,
weathervane and «

The Civil War Soldier Memaria
stands on the “Green” opposite t
trance to the church was er i
just two hundred years atier
fment of the town. The monument was
Lerected largely through

*| General Louis Wagner, an elder of the
ghurch and teacher of the large adult
Bilile class.
¥ To accommodate this class an exten-
Yeion was built to the parish buildioe in
ithe rear. A pecubiar feature of this ad-
dition is that it 4s built on picrs aver'a
number of graves and the ald stones may
gtill he seen in an undisturbed state.. In
‘this addition and adjuining reoms sgppers
\were sometimes served, -
Oue evening a younse felicw who was

15

e efforts qf!

|

icm]c--dirccfl;; e

cotirting a young Church lahe Tassic, the
hackvard of Whode home abutted upen the
churchyard, was making a short cut
acrose the cemetery from Fast School
lane in his anxietv to reach the side of
his fair one, with in his hand
and a scented handkerchief in his pocket.
As he reached the elevated classroom
he satv something that froze the warm
bBloo i his voung veins
and
could
the

flowers

it him a yell that
1ot be equaled hy any of the braves

Red Men's Hall, just over the

at he saw red to him like a
ite-robed apparition rushing toward

n over the tqps of the old zrave-
stones under the ‘building: but what he
really saw was the end of a white table-
cloth that a woman was shaking from
2 window or doorway at the back part
oi the building,

He dropped the flowers intended for
the voung lassie, started at full speed
down the cemeterv path, knacking over
a gravestone in his frightened and mad
rush, bounded over the fernce near the!
Continental Mills and out the allev to
Lena street, leaving behind on the barbed
wire that topped the fence a slice of his
nicelv creased pantalaons,

Did he call upon the Church fane lassie
that evening? . Did he ever agai
the short cut across the cemetery ?
And all because like Conan Dovle,
misinterpreted what he saw, :

ne

Ancient Homesteads
The oldest building on the Trail is the
ent parsonage that f

of lane (tl

fronts on E
ite of the Trail),

of Mr. Math-

gy

1 nce of James

additions were made

original structure, the front beine

1§ he “Green.”

st floors of the sections or addi-

tions are on different levels, making of it

orie of the most complicated buildings in

the town. At one time a partiion wall was

built through the house on the line of

the present church «property, ctitting into

rooms and leaving some without entrances

except through windows by way of the
roof. b’ .

This partition also made curious pas-
sageways in the cellar making it easy tq
presume that the Luilding was a hiding
place from the Indians or a refuge forl
slaves when an underground weork was
carried on preceding the Civil War.

The property was owned hy the Trom-
berger, Armat and Stokes families he- |
fore it was secured by James S, Jones
The deeds of the property make inter
esting reading for < researcher. Mr.
Mathieu has transformed the front fac-
ing the Square, bringing it into harmony
=

ch {for

e |
reside

the

show window
antown and
across the

5 SUITOUNOINGE,
the best
beaut

o1

School lane|
a neat cotfage s
and flowers, that was
ines,”" The ice manu-
\' the
consider in another chapter
M -
and'

Opposite this buil

on
irees

plant n stands on site.

will
e corner sites occupied now by th
| Fire Cofipany, National Pank
aving Fund.

joining the Saving Fund building i
the Armat House, 5450 Germanlown av-|
neite the Soldiers' Mon=|
ument. It 35 one of the most interesting
buildifigs ‘0 Germantown: built about
1770 it was owned and occupied by
Thomas Armat, builder of “Loudoun" on
Neglev's Hill, donor of the ground npon

Huguenot and a man held in bigh repute

which St. Luke's Church is built, o gl
lic spirited citizen of no mean repute
Here St. Luke's Parish was organized
and other important meetings were held,
For over one hundred years it was the
home of physicians. In recent vears the
first floor has been changed for commer-
cial purpeses, but the Colomial aspect has |
beent retained. Notice the doorways, the
dormer and other windows.
The intériar is still more interesting
'ﬂ‘n;: neat, eold-iashioned woodwork, the
{old time doors, the fireplaces and closets;
: :»l speak of careful workmanship, In
the 2ellar is a large fireplace with crane
‘andﬂkc—ﬁ!e, and near this is a doorway
tleading into a dungeon under the side
'}'a’rfi Massive rocks are used for the
{ceiling of this underground stronghold,
‘i ~ome years ago when Dr. John Hedges
i-_rcc.u_r}rfd_ this 'houge ‘the present writer
; kad published a description of this house, |
the art Ireasures it contained, noting the
‘Detuliaritiee of each room, including the
as the “Minister's 'Room,"

fete  known
which contained 2 mahogany bedstead
with: huge posts that necarly reached the !
ceiling, i -
_ Between the Armat and Morris houses
15 the residence of Dr, Wilson Whitakér,
a hipped-roof house with a stately fronty |
but the painfine does not harmonize with
the other buildings surrounding the Green,
low the Morris house are the Colonial
idences of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Roop

The writer is stilf o
he ¥, W. €A, t¥e
3 should he mark

i only with

t and Morris
or the benefit
all engraved
acts of their
ne act for S|
thé hirthplace of

to mark
1.

mantown 18

orners o)

ntown road an use  Jang

(the two ils) than at aty other crass
rbads in the old borough. ]
The “Green” at one’ corner with s
digmfied be ttal Fire Lasur-)
al Banle and

artietic andy

Schoolh

ganizations -

structures, manned by corps of
are the last
ombmation of guali=H

a1y al Ger<
charae grj

be excelldd iif

officials
word it

racter; a

cannot

the whole wide world. i

We e of the “Green” mn a f.\n".‘i!"
er and it would be an easy mats
lunins with a recor

of each institye

s but we must!

e them into ¢ne chapter—mnot an

. i

conden
easy 1

Mutual Fire Insurance Company

I'he north corner of East School lane,
opposite the “Green,” is an interestng
spot, for on it much that enters into Gaks
wantown history transpired. It wis past]
ef what is known as the original “Nbo.
10 lot toward Bristol,” and extended east
to the township line (now Wister street),
the eastern boundary being opposite Rich-
ard Townsend's lot across the line. The
Redman’s Trail would thus run along=
side or through the entire length of the!
lot.

The original purchaser of part of the
lot from the Frankfort Company was
James De La Plaine, the son o1 a French

i the new settlement. About 1692 he




built® upon the Tot whzt was known Tor
many years as the "De La Plaine House,”

a three-story stone structure with a hm|
ror.l Many of the older residents of
Germantown remember it quite well. In |
& former chaptér we spoke of George
Whiteheld, the world-renowned evangel-
ist, preaching frem its side bhalcony to
6,000 people in the square, This was be- |
fore the Market ghed fire engine
house were built.

. This houge remained in the family for
many vears, for, during the Revoluticn,
James De La Plaine's granddaocghter and
her” husband, “Joseph ¥Ferree (“Squire”)
resided here, Ferree was active i jthe
cauee of the Revolution and his cellar
was used by the Government as a repos-
itary for salt, saltpetre and lead, From
this fact it is thought that we . get the
fimme of sall cellars” for our tahle
salt repositories,

During the Battle of Germantown a
number of persons used this cellar as a
réfuge | from bullets and cannon balls.
Several interesting incidents that occur-
wed during and after the batfle at this
place are in print. Read them.

and

Rev. B. W. Morrig, curate at St. Luke's
who was active in the movement that
resulted in the organization of the House
of Prayer parish, and who became Biﬂmp|
of Chregon, resided in this house.- The
lower part was later changed into thrcr-'
Blores.

‘The -writer has a peculiar brass key
that was used mn the entrance doer of
the bBouse years before its demolition
1885 by the \IL.I. |.11 ‘iré Insurantg Com?
party who had purchased the site upon
which to erect r’m'— much needed ‘build-
g, moving into it early in 1886

15 cOmpany Was »'-‘m 70(? uﬂ:"x—
scyen years ago, June,
of Wyndam H. H-:.,ln
glea grist mill on the !:"
“Stokes Block” and who bec ame its
secretary. and  treasurer, contipuing
hold those offices till 1870, the year
his death.

The incarporators and first managers
were men of high répute in the commu-
ity and such men hape S
sought for board membership.
tet that was pranted by the L
18 wery explicit in its provisions the |
sufeglmrding of the mterests of the pol-
ity holders restricts the operations
of the company to Ducks, Montpomery |
and Philadelphia counties, Ilm\.— Jini-
tations like those of the b of Niag-
ara, ate its strength,

For ten wears the ocewpied
renterl offices but the I-L1 siness of the com-

sty increased to- such an extent
o1t seemed advis
headguarters, Therefun
chased at Germantown r
strect upon which a buildi
in 1853 and which wa
their removal in 1886 to
tistic structure on t

The first policy was
1843, for Samuel Il.zr'
the Nationa! Bank « rmantown, Wht
lived where the ]m\ 1 i’.a | now stands
It was upon & heuse and L1tchm fo1
$3.000. At that time inspectors were sen
out to inspect the properties
sured, take meaturcments and r
1o the office. During 1843
wara written.

The first policy that Charles H. Weiss,
the present vice-president, wrote was No

9376, February 24, 1873, or OVEr 37 yefrs
ago.

The number Df the last policy issued
W(July 16, 1930) was 139903, There dre
ﬁcr 45,000 policies in force at this wri-

of

07

and

ompany

itten June 29
President of

&, eovering risks of $78.675625, These
ures indicate the number of persons
interested in this parm-ular cdr-

mer of the Old Trail. SN

Officiary of the Company
Since its orgamzation the following
men have served the company as pres
ident: Henry S. Mallery, Benjaimn Lehs|
man, Spencer Roberts, Jabez Gates,
Charles W, Otto, William H. I:\ 1ardt,
Joseph Fling and Wilki; rardt,

i | in the
right v he
worked

thhrmr
nro

was
i

heavy,
water

ome of each f
im to the place of
t s bult in London by New-
sham and Rag which fact possibly sue-
gested the name “Shagrag” (or Sham-
rag) by which it was known, Tt was im-
ported m 1764,
Step iniside the

eing kept |
r.“l

president’s office and
meet Mr, Emhardt, who has heen con-
nected with the company as clerk, as-
gistant secretary, vice-president and pres-
ident succe ww?v. since 1895, being pres-
ident for the past nineteen vears. In ad-
dition to attending o the affairs of this|
company Mr, Emhardt takes time to serve
as an officer or director in political, wel-
fare, civic and religions organizations too
numerous to mention., e was chairman
of the committee that arranged for the
cessful ohservance of the l'\ﬂth
- of the Battle of
In the office to the left of

18 Mr. Weiss 'who has
with the contpan;
filling the offices of secretary, treas
and wyive-president. Mr Weiss is

ested in Germantown history and has al

hes

over 57

for
sHTer

lot of historical data tucked away 1
head and desk. . The group of ple
but dignified ladies at the desks a
bles may speak for themselves.

In second story of this building
are located the offices of the Funeral Ben-
efit Association of the Umted States
which enrolls thousands of members. The
Germantown Historical Library was for-
merly located on this floor.

National Bank of Germantown

Oppusite the Mutual Fire building on
the west curner of (he trails, stands the
massive granite building o1 the National
Bank. ‘Lhis corner 15 an historic site
Here must hmo been erected one of the
first buildngs in the German Township,
which gave jli.tﬁ to the large stone hip-
rooded strocture bwlt by Charles |
or Hans George Bensell about 1727 and
which sf there for about 140 vyears.
During this time it 'was used as a prive
#t(. {Iurllllm, then a
which, it is Generals
and Greene slept, not during the |

-\"tf:'war'r!- it was turned into
that by Stephen Bois- |

whose ghter was librarian of the

Jl"‘

either
-|-’(I

Hl.sl-]i.rg
said, Wasl

FES 116 4

EPult
was kept
L‘ i,
original Germantown Library, which was
located in the building, The library
ceased functioning 1842, This
building was also occupied for a short
time, in 1798, by the Bank of the United
States, of which Thomas Dunlap who
lived on the western end of the Trail,
was the last president.

Other merchants who were in business
here after Boishrun were William Van
Horn, TFrederick Brownholtz, Fred R.
Rittenhouse and Joseph Vanderslice, the
last being the owner when the National
Banl: secured the site,

This bank is & giant among its fellows
antl has played a large part in the de-
velopment of Germantown, [t was eroan-

aboart

ized i 1819, heénce is is now (1930) 116
years of age. On its ene himdredth an-
miversary a sixtyv-two papge book was is-
sued, giving a record of its work and
pictures of various officials and build-
ings. Copizs of this may be found i the|
l].!l’d

1ilchng

teiness in a e
] the

nogw o ied
the pr ilding.
it moved to a bullding just
» now occupied by
ITarry Wether-
dealer. It moved ].1;_}11!

ent home in 1868.

1 Samuel Harvey
and its first cashier John Fanning Wat-
son, the famo annalist, both of whom
filled their respective positions for thirty-
fonr vears.

We pause here to say a word abbut
Mr. Watsen, the man to whom German- |
town is indebted historically more than
to any other who has taken up a pen to
record the doings of this old town, He
was accurate and is quoted more than!
any other Germantown writer, We {eel
safe in gquoting him without an apologd
or a f[ear that his statements will be
questioned. He lived over the bank of-
fices, below Penn street and it must have
been there where a greater part of his
ohservations were recorded.

As cashier he would come in contact
with the leading people of the vicinity
and as he was not crowded as the cash-
iers pi today are, he would have time to
COIMVeTse u pm( and passing events
and it seemed te be his habit to make a

he had h..;m(d. Some of

il

Ll \‘.'T‘.'.__’ n
h II,L

(mJ they would

. i;‘;ci,.rie-r.rs that came wunder their |
ohservation, which Mr. Watson wonld

It would be a fine thing for|
officials and others to put in—or |
have put m—a journal the worthwhile
things that comeé to them in various |
ways. Today they may seem trivial, Lut'
in years to come they would be of prices
less value,

Men of the highest integrity have heenl
ssurs of 1]‘(‘_“\6 nrst and  accurate
officials and the directorate of the banle
]1.|~ been filled by members of the leading

tamilies  of Germantowi, . including the

¢ fam-
med the !
rilding now

hank

S1CC

which the bank

r sl

ness

].u;

! = to lv!l
financier.

John €. Knox loft an official
m a city bank in 1912 to accept the cash-
iership of the Germantown National angd
the progress made by the institution since
then speaks well for the judgment of
those who browght about he change.
Gentlemanly co urtesy is one of Mg
Knox's lLarlmg tratis. Two extensions,

Pos1tIon




'bn.w heen made fa the hm]rhng and an-
(ether 18 now in process of erection. There
is a successful savings department amoge |
it activities. The'carcer and success o1 |
this Gibraltar among banks have been

has ABA00 depositors! dinosits of over! Fafterwards sHowed us the old TShaprag”

i is stil[ climbing. | {fire house in his vard and other articles
! adihition in the rear and | |of
: now putting up a new building un 1] :=[

ire ”l THEn-

interest. Several extracts from his

follow: 3
and No, 160 10=

like the history of the Redman’s Trail |
on whose corner it stands—mighty in-
teresting,

Saving Fund Society

On the south corner of the Trail sta
the handzome
Fund S
building occcu;
Ashmearl-Bensell-Schs T
having a history of i ’
ner house
first stone
town road.

Prominent people sprang from the Ash-
mead family who lived here, including!
Sir Ellis Ashmead Bartlett and William
Lehman Bartlett, hushand of the Baron-
ess Durdett-Coutts, This family was
amotier the original settlers of Cheltenham
Township, possibly giving it the name of
their inative place in England, We get
the name of our Chelten avenue from this
source, Ashmead street and place mc—|
morialize this family's name.

Tn the Ashmead house Count Zinzindor{
organized the first Moravian school in
this country in May, 1742, It.was later |
moved to Bethlehem and is now a well
known and extenstvely patronized edu-
cational institution.

The corner property passed from the
Ashmead to the Bensell family and was
again secured by the Ashmeads. William
Penn preached here several times. The
Warkingmen's Club with their library
occupied the corner building for a short
period, hence cach commer of the Trail
has been the home of a library.

The fact that members of the Ben-
sell and Ashmead families owned at dii-
ferent times this and the property on the
bank corner has led to several  errors
getting into print concerning the houses
standing on these sites.

A man who lived in Dr.
I house, when fleeing irom the PBritish
during the Battle of Germantown, re-
ceived a shot in his boot and was not
aware of it until he 'stopped riding some
miles away.

The New Owners

In I881-2 the Saving Fund Socicty
secured ;ﬂnst"lu!l of f_]'IL’ property, tore
down the old corner building and erected
part of the present imposing granite
Sildide on the site. This was occupied
April 1, 1883, It was enlarged in 1904,
the society's jubilee year. This institu-
fion is orne of the most substantial in
Philadelphia. Tt was orgamzed in the
Spring of 1854 and started business in a
room of the Mutual Fire Company on
the north corner n" I
PEBSS it moved
poned until
porarily i
where 1t o«
hulding

T«,. uses, e
The Till-
been the

-:I.\'r.lms erected on German-

1l s new
Trower's restaurant
—ahove Che [T\-I avenue was fini
While here, fifty-seven wyears
writer be ¢ a de itor, a
one ever > and not
of sleep duri ¢ those vears through fear
af losig a penny of his '

deposit,

The sceiety las been manned by
of Germantown’s best known and niost
reliable men, some of whom it was our
privilege 1o have as personal friends, in-
cligling - Charles A, Spies and John
Conper, The tragic death of the former
on Old York road some years z
# shook to Nis friends, the
which is'snll present.

Since {4 organization the soc has
been eiitrusted  with  deposits :i OVEr
S1G000000. - Av. presenr,  Tulv, 1930, it

some

branches

Ashmead's

Ao,

Goodd

Arthur
Montgome
. Price,
H. Hewett
In H.l itiomn |
“mi wi J}
. Wharton I epper as solicitor
Notes

The officials of these Redman’s Trail
financial institutions are men of iglegri
Fty, a4 fact thiat pives '
them than all gther factors wehave men-
tioned, The total number of policy hold-
ers and depositors in these ‘.IIh[IIIIlHH'IH on
the Trail is folly 100,000, Tt is safe ta
say that many of these policies and ne-
coun_is represent families of three or four,
aking a total numhber directly interested
in thése Old Trail orpanizations of fully
125,000 or more than reside in the Twen-

tv-recond Ward, Truly this Mar

Square section of the Trail 1% not onl
wnr‘h-- eme historica f
i[ .rr"ﬁ“‘! 1\1--.<--\f

ate that

are bhut th
he sixteen fnanci: ~GUCETTIS
that are doing
Tw cond

W |T"{

AN association
CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

Greene Sireet to Wissahickon Avenue
“Many ghosts, and forms of fright
Have started from their graves tomight;
They have driven sleep from my eyes

away.”

Opposite the  “Dove Cote” are the
Greystone apartments and boarding house,
a large Colonial style building with wide
porches and airy rooms. Within this
square of the Old Trail are over a scord
of refined homes in some of which there
is much worthwhile biographical and

istorical data most of which will
for want of space.
is tl residence of Mr. and

greater strenpth 16 |

.3‘-.

1

Mrs. Robert B. Haines, a very good ex-
‘.mph: ot \e I 1l Colomial style of |
rear gar dl.]l i & sun-

» orily d il thus

-‘.11-\' the wr

: - Englisl

(.-ul U‘

gh to be

takes great

trees n |

a lot con-!

occupied by

1as Wistar and

These three houses stand

I d Caoulter farmhouse

occupied by several

meluding John DB.

st um time, The

g5 an '..1‘“1;‘.'\'
.--\.ll YAl

the days of

fL Loy

Board of Mamagers in long

When this house was torn down in 1893
the brick houses re 2l 1)
The H. €. Wood
Tohn B
wrate us

'\u re huilt
INCNEENE 1 IFVE i" <1
wod, The .l.,lm:-r VELrY

about the property and

SO O

kindiy

.-.._er: the Coulter

It was directly on

-Fo'.t lot whatever,
up to the froot

I think) be-
¢ side walk,
right here,

where Ar.

next lEril_’r,
now live.

ine house is still in our

vhere it was placed aiter being

irom Markét Square, but my fa-

ther had the steeple removed {from it

about forty years ago for fear my bfo-
thers and 1 would fall {from it.

“The old stone wall between our lot
and No, 156 is guite the oldest thing in
the immediate neichborhoad, and it is my
impression that it dates back to Revolus
tionary times.”

Since writing that letter Mr, Wood
built a garage in his yard which caused |
such a congestion that it seemed wise to
remove the old fire engine building and
the huilding was demolished October 22,
1922, when the owter very kindly gaye
to the present writer parts of the well
preserved framework of the center of the
roof over the spot where the steeple

nearly ninety years
at a meeting
gmr Company

m Se¢ hrac‘{

r "'4 '1'1-_1 contracted
1 will cost $95."
the one seen in the
Market Square al
' standing alongside of
the upper-end of hte
suse passed to the Fellows
umm. and when they aban-
1850 for the Armat ctreet
house, it was sold or given to Paschall
H. Conlter, who hired “Joe" Ladley, &
well known teamster af the town, to liul
it hack to his place on the old T rail where
it could be seen ifor aver 70 years. [f
was thus built on the Trail, traveled
back the Trail, later did service on the
Trail as a tool and play house, was de-
molished on the Trail. Some of it went
up in smoke on the Trail while the bals
ance is still stored on the Trail. The part
that traveled back to the Market Square
Llock -hm\- how the parts were pinned |
together, indicating carciul workman-
ship while the wrought
iron 1 ¢ went \nt"l it were “toughs

ness
Ghostland

The site of the Coulter farm and farm-
which was part of the priginal
toward the Schuyikill,” fur-
1 items for the
wwin, - including  the
ment, which we will
wn later, and a real ghost, the stary
of which has been a puzzle to the writer

for some vears,

There seems to be a connection be=
tween this ghost and an old cherry book-
case that was part of the furnishings
of the old Coulter house, according to
the testimony of residents in the vicmity
that the writer personally heard them'
give,

We have always been skeptical about
ghosts, but those who furnished us with
the information about this Redman's
Trail ghost are so sensible and trust-
worthy that our skepticism has become
a bit wobhly and now we hardly kiow

Ve ( ?J(I[[‘ 'Tn‘
the market shec
€. Th
Hose C
oned it in

]hﬂ ian encarn




where we “are at

When the cherry bookease referred to
was in an adjoining building to the cne
§n which it is Jocated at present, doors
and windows would raftle and other
strange noises were heard. Upon its re-
moval to its present abode these mani-
festations followed it.

One night after th
home had retired they
and umt 1s in the ha
with a great clatter,
one of them called
whem they tho
home, asking wi
much noise. But t
the son did not com
hour later.

The lady of the house had arranged |
1o have a representative of a sewing ma- |
chine firm come and make some adjust- |
ents of parts oi a new machine and ex- |
plain how to use them. but was called
away at the hour agreed upon. The rep-|
resentative ecalled, made the adjustments |
and returned to the office. The lady of
the house upon her return phoned to the
office to explain why she was not there
and to make ancther date for instruc-
tions, expressing her regrets that no'
member of the family was there to meet
her when she called.

The representative
lady’s hushand was
watching her as she made the adjust-
ments, with his elbow on the cherry
hookease and seemed very much inter-
ested in what she was doing to the ma-
chine. She said be had black hair and
wore a red coat: “Why," said the lady
of the house, “my husband has been out
of town all day and he does not answer
to your description.”

ay stand raftle
much so ti

P Was no answer;
in until nearly an

replied that the
there and ﬂtmd

warked (o someone er the di
not underetand why the lady did not -
troduce her hushand who was standing in
the doorway just behind her. This reach-
ed the car of the lady and when they met
again she asked about the man who was
standing in the doorway, tellng the
former vieitor that her husband was not

[home #t the fime, The visitor described
the mun as having black bhair and as
wearing a red coat.

I While the lady of the house was tell-
[ing us about this red-coated visitor we
were sitting near the bookcase and our
gvea grew larger and whiter as they
became fixed on the old tragic h-cir—l
loom. At the hecame
Quealker, r 1 ke a
and there was 1 S€
tion aro

we sSaw

we maide :

One da
tiressing
hallway
which was part
to be a pressus
prevented her from ¢
she looked through the opening
ould he seen, ;

Some time later another domestic was |
found in a dead faint in the upper
way and the lady of the house suppos
her to be in an epileptic it sent for
doctor who  lived nearby—and whom
we knew—who, when he came and turned
up the eyvelid of the woman declared it
was not epilepsy but a shock that had
beert superinduced by fright. |

When the woman recovered conscious-

ness she said while she was sweeping an
awful face appeared over her shoulder
which gauszed her to faint agav. .. |

WeFhave made these detafled state-
ments | with the hope that they will
e resmd by someong W HTN] i

\'_\;I'L:lll‘-rh-'..'
on the

pearet.
tax
berore
ily hived in one ol the
Trail hetween the National Pank and
the Friends Meeting, about a square
irom the Coulter [armhousc. This
hinse had guite a steep roof, 1t 1¢
on record that the features
of the household was a famuly
ghost, which seemed to be on fam-
iliar terms with all the mr:niu_-u-_:.\
One night while 1t was climbing the
back rood 1T -]ii']'t"| and ‘_."{J"-Irhl"l‘
through the windaw in tl shed
roof, nearly
aut of lirtle

¢lose

Li ISr¢ he a l}'.i
Years fam-

3
tie

this the Scot

houses o0

one of

frightening
Jimmie.

friends

with th
ing as a !

veny watch

 F
close

Conlter place,

A Mongolian Sundial

the site ol

house is Wayne
reved, On

COTIG] L1105 g

Just beyond
Clisulter
formerly

east

'I|H'_' wld ||
avenue— i
‘,i‘(
rmer home

i1

philanthr

stately

Uppos-

apart-

fif'rl'h. W wWIron g 1= all
tion and 1".\:_-!- Natic ol
ters on the daal,
lowing is a part:

“The compass is ! v used i
geomancy to find the luckiest site
for a prave, or the most auspiciois
position for n house, especially for

inter
the
which

cliaracs

the. fol-
-

the main entrance. '
“Apcarding to Chinese philosonhy!
that which has no limits (the First|
Cause) gave birth to the great Iim1|
its. Th -eat limits gave birth o
female pringiples in

1 iale prin-
hy dija-

printad|
next {0
to the
de-

y two
Next to
points of

hetween

wmn orna

ten.

npass; and the
points are di nd subdi-|
arnd named accerding to the|
Horary Brands and the ten|
ctems, ete) Then foNow|
in Chinese.
the dial are
characters in Chinese and
rons other characters, The diall
plate can be raised and lowered and |
there are twelve grooves om the
lower suriace, one each maonth
that the support is placed in and
which will enable a person te get
sun-time &t any seasom of
thus making these pocket
re accurate than the sta-|
in our garder There
solar terms, as unsed|
e the
in Chin-

vided

twelve
celestial
the stems

Around the twelve|

for

tionery
are twent
in Chi
grooves, with
ese opposite,
To one acquainted
this contains
mation and has to be seen to be ap-
preciated. When closed the entire
affair measures three inches in
width, siz in length and one-half an
inch in depth, and can easily bhe
slipped into an upper coat pocket.
1t should be remembered that the
matiufactirers of these and the mak-
ers of the Redman's Trail sprang
from the same stock,

con

Hessians

All along this section of the Trail
the Hessian division of the British
forces were encamped prior to the
Battle of Germantewn in 1777, !

f them:

Watson said of "A large
bady of Hessians were hutted 1
Ashmead’s fields out the School lane;
near the wonds; their huts we
constrncted of the rails from fen
t up at an angle of forty-five

rees, resting

de-
on A, crossheam cen-
were laid straw and
r - were close anid
Wic-
1 1=
they

ETass

ers had
light an

straw;

= Ao
chased

A Brit 1786
transfer made
E and of £47°1000
355,000 to Mr. Otten  om
yurit of the Landegrave of Hesse
much due for essian soldiers
; in the American war, at K30 a
tead, thos making the total Hambie

lost to- be about 15000 men,

Relerences to Hessiana, from
cther sotrces will he of interest and|
jiite propriate here. D
Battle f Germantown
=88 zed

magazine of
that there was then a
the Bank of E

the

ng 4
‘Genetal
with _ the




the! Sehuyikidt”
away from their
itish-were

‘Hesshilis near
tlrove them

“While the
Chaplain of
iy the G

i nstorian

whio  hved in jon : 1..|:‘ i

Criil, i a letter b
"Where T live

avenite near Mo

when we firs

thirty-four

frariy

farm

the
said |
Wissahickon |
street, 1 heard|
our house over|

CHAPTER TWENTY THREE
At Township Line

The stately bomes on every hand
How heautiful they stand:

Amidet their tall ancestral trees

Along thig pleasant Trail |

Germanlown road to Wissahickon avenue
{old Township Line) all must have been
impressed with the beauty of the yards
on eithor side. Tt has token a Jong time
to bring some of them fo their present
fdealixtic condition. Cholee plantg, Tare [
ghrubbery and Lrees have been used with-
ont stidt: massive treed abound, The ar-
boricultural and horticnitural features of
thig uneient highway ave its outstanding
charms. We wrote of rare frees in 2
previous chapter.

Prom, Germuantown road to W
knew of but five
They were
“Longlaud,’

¢ Jlust two on the
while heyond the
had

As we bave hiked over the Trail fi ;'-:u\

gualyiek-
home-
“Box-

“Rel

on Avenue wo
gteads that bid names.
wood,” "3Ih1\|l'.‘-|ltlt]".“
ma't and “Cloverly,” th
corners of the
avenne all of the estates,
names, but
gnegest Indian origi
withont Indian names,

The balanee of
man's Trail will
ger ption and  brief
{ated, Since the data
ghnthered there has been a :"!Il ige of o
ership of several of these prope rties,
gome deaths.

Avenue,
waoe n“ll‘i‘\‘ I|
slrang ) RV, af them l
An Indian T ail |
I
|
=}

none

sirang«
the I\-ni

main, &

how
setch ol

st

Selma

On the north corner of the Trail and
avenie was “Selma,” better known as
the Ketterlinug place, This was the
ot estate on the Mrail east of Wiss
hiclkon avenue. The house stond far hae &
fpota the road and had the appearance of |
an English manor.

The leading fentures of thiz ],]npnr'(v

were it large and well kept lawns, stat- |

uary, evergreens and greenhouses,
Judge Porter built the house in 1864,

Tugene Kitterlinus, head of the Kitter-!
I

finus Lithographie Company, bought the
property in 1866, He died in 1880, “Sel.
ma'’ waz afterwards ocenpled by Mrs
Robert Wilson, daughter of Mr., Kitter-
linus and her daughter, Mrs, Wigton and
family, Miss K. W. Kitterlinus also re-
sided there 'Ihk the

gite pr §e 19 e houses,

property is
artment

nypw

Cloverly Park
of the

now

e 1...'

Trail is
Mr. and

home onece stiod

the east corner

iy Park. a
\11--. B. W, Clark
h.-'!l'.

At the eenter of the park stands a con-
crete pavilion, with an opening in
the roof under which iz a fountain, Sur-
rounding this pavilion are u number of
fine specimens of trees, including a giant
besch and some very large maples. We
noticed but two evergreens in the park.
The pavilion stands on the site of the
former Clark residence. {

Herbert T Olark. &
Clurk, fonnder of the banking
B, W. Olark & Company, very
furnished us with the follawing
the old homestead
father bouzht the place in 1850
from J. Bdgar Thompson and Ann Coul
ter. It was then field of five
and a half ining, 1
helieve, Lut one or He imme-

memorial to

whase

rest

of E. W.
firmn of |
kindly
data

2ON

about

“My
an open
oxtent. cor
WO Trees,

aeres 1

dia atarted bLuilding his. house and
; number of

know,

added n troes,

then, as yom have

wn to be fine specimens.

T understand § in digging the
ations for the houose stable n
her of bullets were beinge rel
the Batfle of Germantown, snd
number of Indian arrowheads.

Ay father Hved in tl house
the tir P hiz death in 1004,
his death my mother lived there
her death in 1908, By this time
her chiliren were marcied and had r'Iu'ir“
own properties. hmt they had hecome so
closely associated with the honse and the
place that they did mot like to see any-
living in it. Henee their de-
cision uot to gell or but to tear
down the honse and and hnild o
mmemorinl to mark the site of the house
and crepte that pavt of if fronting on
Rohoolhonse lane and Wissahickon
nue into a park. This was done in 1911,

#Just before this (ime, however, the
lower half of the plaee (on w hickon
gvenne) had been sold (o the jends’
Sohonl of Germuantown for & ¢irld’ nth-
letie field.

“This brief sketeh 18
$on of the history of the plice,
much that the nmunity
k and
remember

a mnan
embedded in the

fout
nums-
found. 4 o

alse a

until
and aiter |
:|!!H1|

hody plee
renf,

ave-

ull that I ean give
We
will enjoy
that when
that it
whoss

hope
A1
the privile
TLL‘_‘»‘ TP | v v

)

will
5 wry  of
heartstrings were firmly
commnI n =

The ¢ up of the Indian arrow-
hesds seema to confirm the statement

made in previoue chapters that there
were ][l('l"ln I.llll'll-nfl" or i ll!l]l‘“’l‘ n].u]t"
the Trail. reaching possibly fo Wirsn-
hiokon mvenue. It is probable that these
arrow-heads thus unearthed were buried
with the Indians, |m»-a-1h1\- those killed in
the Battle of Genesee in 1600, the cus-
tom among the ahorigines heing to bury
bows, srrows and other instruments with

the dead,

ging

Naotable Cricketeers
The Clurk mansion was the birthplace
or residence of three of America’s well
known ericket players, BEdwnrd W., Jr.,
Percy H. and Herbert Tu Clark, They
not anly became famous in this country
but won international fame by play ng

all of |

| sistance of
|« haracter

| veyed by W,

| othoars thought

|with distinetion in mtornntwnnl matehes

in this and other lands, These with Edw
N. Wright, Jr., J. L. Ketterlinus, M.
Valentine, H. €. Wood, Henry W. Brown
and hiz two sens and other players con-
stituie o list of residents of the Trail
who brought distinetion to this anecient
thoroughfare and led many visiting pliy-
ers to wvisit the Trail, either as ‘guests
or Bighi=seers,

An Enghsh te
Loril Hawkes—whi
western end of the
elaring that it
like road” they had seen in this country.

|
Warden Estate i

—ve think it \i‘RH‘
Leing shown the|
Trail agreed in de-

was the “most English-

Across the avenue from Cloverly Park.
on the south
Hebrew Sheltering
Thiz was [ormerly the
homestead, which included
proviously owned by the Misses Connot,
B, N. Wright, Sr. and the Ashmeatl
family.

The building is a large hrick one érect-
ed in 1883 Tt iz an imposing structure.
has larege porches, a tiled peaked roof
and n many cornered tower. Shrubbery
prevents g good view of the lower part of
the bunilding and grounds from the h'gh-
wave, Here Mr. Warden reaved his well
known family and here he died in 1805,

While livine here Mr. Warden ac-
quired considerahle property in the
neighborhond, opened and  developed
Queen Lane Mgunor. snd, with the ass

the Trail is the
Arme for Infants.
W. G. Wurden

properties

corner of

his family, has changed the
neighborhood below his
ndsome Nurses' Iouse of
the Germantown Hospital is a memorial
to Mr. Warden, erected by his widow,

Some years ago the property Was cou-
G. Warden, Jr.. executor af
Sarah W. Warden, to the
Manor Land Company for

000, the amount at which it wag as-
sesaed. At that time it was annosunced
that the site would be used for an oper:
suburban dwellings.

These plang seemed (o have fallen
through for the next year the property
wae £old to the Hebrew Sheltering Home,
time hundreds of infants
Hiicers ag they passd
cots  and

estate,, '

his

the esiate of
Queen Lane

ution of

which
heen carved for:
seares of oradles,

silce
have

will ohasapeye

| other nursety parapliernalia on the Jawn ®

with many infants and numerdaius nurses
who are kept busy attending to the needs il
of their charges. As we watched them
one day we were remindad of the womus
who lived in a shoe, who had so many
children she hurdly knew what to de.
We were told there was a sumdial
the building and we walked np the drive-
way and began a search for the dial.
Soon heads bezaun to appear at windows
and appeared io he in charge
saluted us with “With -what you
ang we il p suspicions
in her indicat that she anl |
the dial hunter was loak-
Wy into the

on

one wiu
do
want?
ook EY e,

an eUEy

hut
yor-

after,
what s

We told her what we were
dhe evidently did
tical sun dial was and 11"-.I[ll|‘<] to a de:
gign in the brickwork and asked if that
wns the object of our gquest. We left
without flllt]li'l' the dial, but we still have
in our m'nd a picture of the kiddies and
Hhote"

1 Willigm
wiid Ind aus evidenlly e
from. the “Lost Wen Tribes ol
then the Iseaelites are coming  biek
to the Trafl made by the anbeitors, o)
on the Trall ave located the “Jew ish (m
phanage,” the s Fewish Foster Home aml

not know

Pann was corrceet when hie

the soendod

Israel”
‘l|




the “Tlebrew Sheltering Home,” ane o)
eneh section of the Peatls
Lovely @erne

Adjo'ning the Shelterine Home on the
Trafl is “Cerne,” the homestend of the
Misses Muson. The whole place "
“homey™  appearance.  Standing  back
from the Tral on a deep aml wide|
lot, nlmost hidden by trees and shrpl-
bery with greenhouse CONER
sprinzhonse pnd e in close

| imity, it soggests again that it iz ind
n  homelike homestead with several
unigne features,

The house is built of gray stone, with
glite roof and chapel poreh entranee. ]HE
semi-gothic or mullioned windows pro-i
fHuce a very substantial appearince, The |
porch is enclosed with heavy glass zash, !
eich  side being bhanked with potted |
plants,

Asg one stands and looks through the|

wide hall—which extends from the {ront
Lo the rear of the house—into the resr
conserviatory, banked with feens. god oth-
er plants, the word “homey” geain forees
Ftael! upon the mind of the visitor.
There fre gumerous fine trees searter-
ed over the groumds which extend from
the Trail to Coulter ptreet in (he rear.

These Were planted by Moses Brown
Among these are two giant beeches, a
huge magnolia, & rdpe eriptomerin and |
0 large Wlow ouk. There is also some|
rure shrobbery along the front drive-
way, Severul years the Misses Ma-

gon donnted a numwber of valnable plants
to the Fairmount Park Commission, |
which were placed in Horticultura] Hall [
Moges Brown, . built the hot |
Benjamin Perkins lived there for a while

and then the property was secured by the
Mason fumily, manufactorers of “Ma-
pon's 8hoe Iolish.”
Up-to-Dmte Athleties

Adjoining “Cerne” on the west is the
athletic feld of the Coulter Street
Friends' School.  This lot was formerly
owned by T, Wistar Brown. We have
wot heen glide to lenen positively whether
B residence stood on this place at one
time or not but the splendid spruce, wil- |

low, ook amd other frees pn the place
Tead us to think they wers planted for
vesidentinl purposes. Perhaps it wuas
part of the Oakley estate,

The lot hecame, overgrown with hrash
und for yveagrs presented gn unkempt ape
penrince, When the Friends, School se-
eured the property some years ngo a
great change soon took place, It was

elegrad of brush amd useless trees, __r1-.—.I

and ]dlll ont for ontdoor SpaOrts |1|l|
Sustead of being a deserted sp «\lt-‘,
live place, where instend of w . s |
cles amdd health are developed and .|-\-|
are 'preparad tn win enps and other |
prizes for the glory of the school anc |
towWn. ‘ |
Oak Road and Oakley [

The next estate to this was I'--l‘:‘.}f‘l!,“i
known as “Oakl Om it i Square
frame mansion hailt by Peter Wrizht,
fonnder of the old shipping firm of DPeter

I Wright and ."-h»u- This was oceupied by
of the Wrights, E. N.
horn there,

Henry W, Brown built, in frout of
whore the old wausion stood, a larga
modern heick dwelling and theve he re-
#ides, e also opened Ouak voad througly

the property from the Trail to Conlte
grreet, On the enst of Oak road stands
whitt wis formerly the home of Miss!|

Johnson, a relative of the Wrishts, Tt i
oW 1j||__'l.'|l],1if‘l| IL\ My, and Mrs, George
Huprls, the latter a duaughtey of [:l-;-m'y'

"W, Brown, whoké Loine 18 iree Iy oppo-
gite, The siyle of the building is Gothic,
with gables towaml the Trail, This gud

the homes of It T), and Theadore Brown
frant on Oak road. The Bricvn fumily
through their skill at cricket bronght dis-
tinetion to the Treall and to the city. Nev-
eral dwellings hnve recently besn  oon-
Btructed on this property fronting the
Trail. '
Edward (“Ned”) N. Wright, Jr., who |
Iater Hved on West Chelten avenue
talked very interest' ngly of his old Lo
and neighbors and afterwards wrote us a |
letter of which the following is a part:|
“Sinee our talk the other svening re

gurding the historienl cvents relating to
old Behoolhouse lune, several things have
come to' my mind which were not men-
tioned when I saw you at that time.

“T well O DUINErous oeea-
sions hearing my father tell of School
lane being in olden times called ‘the lane

rem e ber

leading fl'nm Raobeson's Mill over to Ger-
mantown'——then only o dirt lane, After
the schoolhouse wag built—now the (Ger-|
mantown Academy—it was dignified by
the name of Schoolhouge lnne.

“The place ealled ‘Blythewood' was
built by my uncle, Louis D, Senat, who

gold it to Stephen Morris, who afterward
gold it to Joseph RB. Lovering, Jr.
“Our old homestead 'Oukley’ was di-

rectly opposite anid built by my
grandfather, Peter W in the year
IR45, and upen his death in 1856, was |
purchased by my father, E. N. Wright.

In 1905 I sold the property
W. Brown. He tore down the
tand constructed a new
of the old house,
“The place adjoining
now occupied by Frederie
wias, sixty seventy years ago, owned
and oceupied by a family named Chan-
cellor and was known for many years as
the old Chancellor place. T well remem- |
ber when they lived there, They sold to
Bamuel V. Merrick, who was the father |
of William I, Merrvick, who for |11.m,\f
years lived farther back the lane, Samuel
V. Merrick in turn sold to Justus Strow-
bridge, the original head of Strawbridge
and Clothier firm, my father negotiating
the purchase and sale for them, being an
intimate friend of both. The place was
afterwards bought by Fred. Steawbridge,
a son of Justus SBtrawhridege
“Regarding the old William Bute

Bteel Works, now known as Midvale—
Mr. Butcher was an intimate friend of
Philip 8. Justice, who at one time own-
ed *Woodside' (of which will write
Jater), Mr. Butcher making his home
with Mr. Justice, Mr. Butcher used to
drive down to his works every morming,
and many a time T have seen him going
down there, while on my way to school
at the Germantown Academy, f

to Henry |
old house
one near the site
‘Blythewood,
Strawhridge

or 0,

a

we

“As T vrecolleet it, Mr. Butcher sold
hiz old works to a small syndieate, of
which BE. W. COlark, the hanker, and
Willinm Séllers, of the Bﬂllwi:"l Loco-
motive Works, (also E. N. Wright) were
prominent ‘members, 'J‘llm afterwards

Harrah anl upon his
death the property reverted to his gon,
Charles J. Harrah, who named it Mid- |
vale, the present owners purchasing from
|(‘-1mri- J. Harrah,
“Thiz in a general way, i¢ the history
[uf the William Butcher Steel Works, hut
as regurds detadls of the several ehanges
[ would not mysell eare to be guoted,
although o far a8 Mr, Buteher's connee-
tion with it, I speak by the book.” This
record was inspived by several questions

sold to William .J.

that the present writer
Wright about “Midvale.”
Mr. Wright failed to mention in his
letter that Mr. Butcher was an English-
man and that when e disposed of his
steel plant he decided to return to Eng-
land. His lease of “Woodside not lav-
ing expired, he had several applications
for and euriously enough, one of the
applicants was named Hoge .~1ml another
| Bullack. As usual the Hogg “zot there™

it to My, &

@ [ while the Butcher sent the Bullock alks.
:\\Im» to find summer pasture,

CHAPTER TWENTY FIVE

The Pines and Shenley
West of the school grounds in one
enclosure are The Pines, the home of I
Howey D herty and Sheunley, the for-
mer home of Harold M, Sill, brother-ins
law of Mr. lLieugh v, 8 fne palr of
Queen Anne cottages with tastefully wrs!

ranged surroundings, Neveral Iarge beech
and black cherry trees give character to
the lawn. The fact that there' are Eo
many five beecheg along the Treail sould
lead one to -:11!||'||"=-'-_- that at least one (.‘fl

: ould be chlled the Beeches.

Boeechlamwl gr Feechwaml, bit we oy
failed to find this splendid teee family
thus honored.

Wao crstood Jouhn Craiz bad o
race courss on- this and adjoiniog land,
ovwning and ning stahle of fAue
10THeS,

\Pﬂw:m-ld the Ancient

3 1 » Shenley 1= Nerherffold, o
merly known as the Jereminh Brown
place but new owned and oecupied by
Mr., and Mre, Mases Brown, Je. It i8|
the alidezt house on this end of the trail)
hav been i 1779, |

Itz style is calored rougheast
gtone, the body being painted l-il]r;n[ﬂll
buff, while the trimmings are white. It |

‘qlur poreh in front and
stately appearance frouy

A semi
H |

fine

Presents

the Trail. |

Being built before the ¢ty plans were
filapted the old  homvestend Taws fordad
the eculting info thig property within
thirly feet of the honse, hence his old
beautiful Jandmark will be preseryvied fon
BOmMEe yeurs o come.

The grounds: surropnding this honse
have an wnusual selection of rara trees
an(d shrubbery, while the home garden,

cannot be seen from the Trall—
hy shubbery—i=s an Fden
an amazing collection of
bewilders one while passing

g th walks of this fragrant
f tin The writer has |
joyed this priv nl times, |
A squirrel house, rest arbors, mossts
of /rose bushes, beds of rare nlants and
others of fashioned ":»w ers qre fen-
tures of e it the ¥
itor to e oot -hie wieloome,
Near the garden is n very old summer

house that Mr. Brown hag had renovated
in which he enfertaing groups of chil-
dren who visit thiz lovely homestead, In
the reny of ek
eaguipped with devices for culs
tivating and watering the large vegeta-
ble patchies which show their appreein-
fion of this care by producing humper
eraps.  Many varieties of Birds abound
in these inviting grounds,

Mr, Brown talked very intevestingly
of Netherfield, stating that when they

thi flen i the t

the

were clearing a stream in the rear of the
place near what iz now Midvale avenue,
thick clumps of laurel bushes wéra un-
covered and pumerous Indian implements




TEEl o7 tooking Funting aud war pur-
poses were found, which indivated that

|

xample of the modern type. The Trail
front. with itr gable windows is sym-

it was the site of an sncient Indian vil-| metrical without being formal, and has

Jage, Thix strenm down to the
Schuylkill and its course may still be
geen on the north side of Midyvale ave-
noe near Thivty-Gifth street, Indians very
geldom eneamped noder trees owing o
the fear of one falling during - -storn},
and & group of large laurels on the banks
of a stream near the river would be an
fdeal place for dn encampument,

Near thiz spot a massive chestnut tree
thitt had hoen killed by the blight was
eut down and® when removing the roet
they found the huge tree had grown on
the fallen trunk of another large tree.
When they had dug down about four
fect at the root of the fallen one & large
brass button with the letter “P” on it
was found and plongside of it was an old
fashioned bayonet, As this ground was
part of that covered by the encampment
of the Ameriean army before and after
thia battle of the Brandywine it is possi-
ble that ons of the American herces wha
were wounded in the battle, died and
was burled here,

Netherfield mansion is bountifully sup-
plisd with relics and works of art and
ig one of Germantown's valuable assets.

Roxhorough
o

ran

The property next Netherfield,
knovn as Roxborough, is also owned
by Mr. Brown, The house was built in
1781, two vears after Netherfield and is
the second oldest on the western
end of the Trail. It is a guaint frame
bullding with a low roof -.w.mll peculiar
dormer windows and two wings, just as
peculinr. The house is painted Colonial
wellow with white trimm It is said
to have been built by Richard M. Morris
and has been owned and occupied by Dr.
Caspar Wistar, for whom the Wistaria
vine was named. Moses Brown,
Mhomas Wistar Brown, and a Dr. Tied-
man, of Houth Carolina, who, some suy,
tsed to deive o fourdn-bamd,  Bishop
Rhinelapder, of the Episcopal Church,
lived here six or geven summers, It is
now oecupied by Sammel R, Rosenbaum
and his family.

house

It wag Dr. Qaspar Wigtar who called |

this part of the Trail the Montpelier of
America, being the healthiest region
about Philadelphia. The wings of the old
house were built by Dr. Wistar, The
doctor was much interested in arbor- and
horticulture and may rare trees and
plants were introduce] by him to this
ancient estate, many of which remain
to thiz day and are a source of joy and
pride to Germantown tree lovers.,

We wrote at length of somé of these
in a previous ¢hapter of this sketch and
would advige a re-reading of that chap-
ter. The ginnts Gingko, European Lin-
den, Yew and Copper Beech cannot be
excelled in the land,

The grounds of Netherfield and Rox-
Borough contain one of the most valuable
grhoretums in this country snd Mn
Brown ie to he congratulated upon the
possession of properties that have taken
g0 many years to bring them to thelr
present highly prized condition.

Carstair's Homestead ———e

On the west gide of Roxborough is
Oedar lane, a private thoroughfare that
runs to Coulter street. Adjoining the
lene on the west at the corner of Henry
gtreel 18 the home of Daniel H, Care
ptuirs. It is one of the latest buildings
erected on the Trail, being built in 1914
or just one hundred and thirty-thres
years aftep its next door neighbor,

|
[
|

Br., |

The house is a very simple snd sober

g massive, yet pleturesque appearance.
Itz heauty would have been enhanced
had it been built on & terrace. The white
rail fence in front gives it a real subur-
ban appearance. Perhaps the best view
of the building is from Henry street, a
winding  thorouzhien «  wonoars L.
averue to the Trail, where tie
the
have

creased  elevation changes

the bunildi The

tastefnily with

.-nq'.m'-‘
rrounds heen

ynged shrubbery, ev-

ergreens and other plants.

About
kon avenue
road is a sharp
| which miakes it
I the drive and

hickon

midway

and

Wissahic-
Reading Rail-
in the Trail
wrim ta those of
creek in the Wissa=-
iree 1o the northwest, We
have a wpression that the original
Trail descended inta the wale near
this point and continued to the Wis-
sahickon Creek Lhelaw, |__|;|~;_~;il1j=‘.‘
through the properties which it is
puf purpose mention i this
chapter, F ly it branched off a
little farther y the Trail.

The eastern entrance Nether-
field is at this bend or elhow, and
the estates es follow are
on the SeC-

between
the
bend

e

side ot
nome
War-
ate 1is

onstructed of stove, b

with a red-tiled roof ¢

conservatory on the left
I-'._'l1 }1}’

esident,

lace has 1
i Kimball, a railroad
Maveor Richard Vaux and others, A
cottage in the was  hurriedly
bhuilt to accommodate a family
{ing to get away from the
a fever epidemic was raging

Warden, the present occupant,
sn of the late W. G, Warde
Standard Oil magnate, who
mansion at Wissahickon
the Trail.

WOTE O]

rear,

\\.i\:]l—

while
M1

City

balt the

avenue anfl
Malvern

West nf Red Gate is Malvern, one
of the prettrest estates bordering the
Trail. The present ewner is Colonel
Louis J. Kolb.

The residence, which stands {far
back from the Trail, was built, it is
said, by Samuel Welsh, whose daugh-
ter married Judge Wilthank. The
style of the structure is 'Classic Re-
vival” and from the Trail it has the
appearance of a gem in beautiful
settings.

The hiker will notice that the tree
dactor has been at work on the place
using a knife, saw, cement and even
tin in a ecffort to preserve the old
sentinels on the lawn. Indeed among
the notable features of the western
end of the Trail, are the chains,
bolts, paint and cement nsed 1o pre-
serve trces which constitite one of
the leading charms of this ancient
Trail.

Near the wall of Malvern 1g a mas-

stve Paulownia, passibly the largest
i Germantown, with huge low
branches, makimg of it a landmark
i the neighborhood. 1In the rear ot
this is g large pn?.‘ar from the trunk
of which seems to hav€ Brown a good
sized maple tree. Ti¥ gardens of
Malvern sustain the y¥Rufation '?f
the Trail of being a choice hoffien

tural thoroughfare.
| !

d Glenwood

The next estate west is Glenwood
known for many years as the Har-
rison placee The old hemesteall
building standing in  the center of
the grounds near the Trail is & square
mansard-roof structure. It was owned

K. Mitchell, father of D=
and Mrs, Geo. Li
Harrisan,

Dr. Hotchin when writing of Glen-
wond, said: “It is a summer resi=
derice and a neat porter’s lodge in-
troduces a way to it. The fence is
similar to that on the old Merrick
place (Torworth). John Walter, eds
itor of the T.ondon Times, when on
a visit to this country, rode out the
Trail to see its much heralded hean-
ties but his FEnglish egotism was
unmoved until he saw the iron fence
in front of Torworth, when he
alighted and measured it as a pats
tern for use in his own country, and
when he drew near to the Harrison
neighborhood, and the glorions

5aWwW

view to be had from there, he called
his 's attention to the hills and
cried sshire!”"—the views
here remi of that beauti=
ful Engl

Some Glenwond was
sold by Provost C. C. Hars-
rison, of the University of Pennsyl-
vania and son of George L. Har-
rison, to Sydney E. Hutchidson
who made great changes to the pro-
perty. The trees, grounds and man-
sion were renovated and the house
was occupied by his son-in-law and

| daughter, Mr. and Mrs. H, V. Mor-

gan.

A new villa was built at the rear
of the grounds near the Wissahickon
wnode and this was occupied in the
summer by Mr and Mrs. TlTutehin-
| son, the latter a daughter of E. T.
| Stotesbury.

! 1n another chapter of this sketch
we wrote of the trees on this place
| and hikers should note them care-
fully, especially the rows of hem-
locks that line a driveway covered
| with white sand and gravel.
| An expensive tennis court Was
built in the rear of the villa; much
rock and dirt had to bhe removed
from the hillside to nbtain the level
space for the court. Mrs. Hutchin-
son was fond of the place and i
outdoors and had much shrubbery,
| trees and flowers planted around the
| grounds which transformed it into
| a. worth-while arboretum. A large
{ iower garden and a deep dell were
| features of the estate,

When the Henry Avenne Bridge
was planned -to cross the Wissahic-
kon garge the appraaches to it
it wounld pass throngh Glenwood, To
protect his interest Colonel Kolb
bought the property at a fancy pri»
to protect his interests; scon the
glories of Glenwood will be but a
memory,

Adjoining Glenwood is Spring-
mead, the home of Mrs, Edward E.
Denniston. It stands below the level
of the Trail. It is a high-roofed
house, homelike and. refined, stand-




g near the Trail, with a deep de-
‘clinig lawn and rear vard fhat runs
‘into a charming dell’ containing a
spring and brook. Tt is one of the
‘newer houses on the Trail

Miss Margaret 1. Denniston
served for many months in France
las a nurse during the World War.
Upon her return she was married
to Frnest Kershaw at Petit Manor,
' Maine.

Samuel T. Wagner's Home

“Next door to Mre. Denniston's is the
home of Samuel T. Wagner, built on &
portion of the old Wagner estate, The
building 3= a neat cotiage-like styneture,
with a sundial at its rear, on the trunk
of & tree. In front of the building is a
massive tulip poplar tree, a king among
its kindred with a girth of over nine-
teen feet. The rugged bark, evenly di-
vided into ridges on its immense girth
speaks of its age; still time has dealt
gently with its epringtime beauty. A
view of this tree when in Dhlooni. was!
worth a trip back (he Trail, This fine
old tree should he memorialized by hav- |
ing the home called “The Poplar.” [

|

Four Oaks and Museum

The Wagner eatate, known as Four
Onks, is one of the oldest on the Trail
stnd hae been owned by one family longer
than any of its ueighbors,

The i'r:'om.- owner is Joln Waaner
who is the sixth generation to own the
property. The reached by
private lane at the western bordes
the grounds, is in a valley or dell, a
vontinuation of that in the renr of
Glonwood and Springmead. |

dohn Wagner, ancestor of the present |
Johm, bought the place in 1784 at the
time of a yellow fever emic in the '
c¢ity. The old WaS
built in 1772 and is the oldest
on _the we

In addit to fous
trees pear the from
place derives its name, there is a wooded !
dale in the rear of the buildings that
adds to the picturesquencss of thiz an-
cient homestead,

John Wagner, Jr,, the present owner,
i8 n eollector of eurios and has gathered
together, with {he assigtance of his hro-
ther Worrell, one of the finest collec
tions of old prints, guns, swords, canes,
arrowheads and other Indian relics. sou-
venirs of different wars, china, glass-
ware and varicus other articles that is
bas been the privilege of the writer—to
examine. The collection of firearms is!
i remarkable one, while that of stuffed
birds is amazing.

Mr. Wagner has a neat, well-stocked
workshop adjoining his second story of-
fice and has tastefully and met I;ur[j(ﬂ]l_\-’
arvanged his  collections in  different
rooms and hallways of his residence,
tlus fransforming it into a combination
home and museum. and
one of the outstanding
0ld Trail.  Tw
grounds. In recent ve
has been built homes
Bamuel and John Wagner by their
ter, Mrs. Thomas Evans.

Roslyn Manor

Over the western Lorder |
Oaks is Roslyn Manor, lence of
the Milue family, a massive stone huild-
g with a square tower finished to re-
semble & Turkish minaret.

|Cvm'}_‘thin;: aliout the place surpests
higness. A bie porch surrounds the man-
orlike building, one of the biggest in
this section of the country, big lawns
min into a big vale, big woodlands are
in the rear, and big ontbuildings. Bie

regidence

place

building

batn on

the

house, wh

1
81 L8]

making of it
asgets of the
gnn o grace the
I.!]l,-'.tl

et we

8]E-

,'f’i!fe'p"'ﬁ':“on the inside and hig things on
the outside, Many big trees surround
the mansion while others have been
started on their way to higness.

We were told by someone connected
with the estate that there was a sun
dial somewhere on the place and we had
a jolly good time searching for it, which
cuded in finding an out-of:commission
pedestal that had been used to support
a bird bath., Our informant tald. us he
knew it was used for sometling.

Thomas W, Smith huilt the original

hiouse. Archibmld Camphell, a Manayunk |

manufacturer, bought and enlarged it

The property once belonged to Benjamin |

Morgan a blackemith, who married Miss
Levering, n daughter of the first sottler
of Roxborough and therefore a relative
of our former ancient townsmen. Dr.
Levering and Henry Bruner,

The woodland and hillside view from
the manor ut the sunset hout is trans-

along the front and a clump of hydran:
i ola

cendently heantiful, Fven the glories
and beauties of the place are hig. I
Ellersleigh '

Adjoining the manor's lower rvesclies |
and at the dorner of Gypsy lane is K
lersleigh, farmerly the home of W. Wor-
rell'Wagner, a heautifully situated home-
stead. with a homey come-in appear-
ance, .

The original house was buils by Jar
C. Kempton. He sold it to Ellis ¥arnal
who enlarged it and sold to Charles C
Harrison, then provost of the University
of Pennsylvania, and it was by him
transferved to Mr. Wacner, ]

The style of the house is that known
a8 the American farmhouse, and with
its  bewitehing  woodland, hackground
and beantiful lawn rolling into a small
valley in front and well placed ever-
greens, make a picture over which net |
only artists but common folk may justly
TRVe, :

On Gypsy lane, at the lower end of
the estate is a double Qucen Anne stvle
cottage where reside the gardenner and
other employees of the place. This cot-
tage adjoins the Wissahickon woods,
which at this point contain a Iarge
group of fine beech trees.

At the Trail entrance iz a stately
poplar tree, while a row of tall Norway
maples makes o dividing line betweetn
this and the Milne estate. Gypsy lane
is the only thoroughfure on the north
gide of the Trail to the Wissahickon
drive and gorge,

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN

Upon our last to thizs end of
the Trail we found bnt few changes. The
birds sang and chirped just az jovously,
the trees looked as ]Hiil:ﬁl‘hi‘.' and |‘I'U1H1
in their beantiful green garhs, while the
ghrubbery flowers and lawns were (uite |
as fetching as in the days of yore.

How observing some folks are, While |
talking to a reeident of the Trail we
ILFk{'II }[llilTll a EI!'III'I'I'[‘\' ACTrORs tl[t‘ T]‘a_.jl
and he was uncertain whether it had
a wall in front or not.

In this chapter we purpose to speak |
of the properties on the south side of
the Trail from Henry avenue fo the
railroad beyond Gypsy lane. A peeuliar
feature of these properties iz that all
have been used for other than residential
purposes.

RBirthplace of a Famous Sechool

At the southwest corner of Henry ave-
nue, opposite Glenwood, was a vacant lot
when these notes were first jotted down.
This was owned hy the Warden estate.
On the Trail front of this lot was a
thick stone wall with massive stone pil-
lars and gates at the former enirance.
These and a row of huge maple trees

vigit

gea bushes in the center of the lot tol
the story of residential splendgr of the
past. On this lot once stood a large

mansion owned by Dr. William Ashton,
Chapter Twenty-eight ;
e ————

- %

The End of the Trail

“Rippling along in meditative mood,

Sweet Wissahicken, through the

scented wond:

Skirted by hills, and hy the

retreat,

And quiet wood that does thy fame

repeat.” |

It is said of some preachers whe
do not know when and where ta stop
that they have pretty good trackgge
and equipment but mighty poor ter-
minal facilities.

THis is not true of the (Old Red-
man’'s Trail, for its terminal is rich
in historical lore, beautifully entran-
cing in #s transcendent grandeur,
while its légendy are [fantastically

ic—the  Wissahickon — known
Switzerland of America, <
i at the Trail and Gypsy)
the face turned westward

" the

last

blest :

€slate ol
one on the
s ohtained.

the Wis
<3 lane, the
ding Railroad,
into a dale and
toward the
which the

woods,
and the R
ground
rises !
the edge of
mansard-rocfed mansion stands, The
near view would lead one to sup- |
pose he was fifty miles up-State for
a typical farm scene is the dale with
its growing corn, beahs and other
vegetables, adjoining a pasture. Birds
were there apler to assist the gar-
dener in his and to cheer the
hikers with scngs and familiar
calls.

At this point the grandeur of the
tree feature of the Wissahickon s
seen, the tree tops below having the
appearance of an undulating lawn
with rising banks of green on the
farther side of the gorge. ;

Eram “timsevanitage ' point
seen the large chemical works of the

Weightman and Rosengar-
‘ompany, part of East Falls, the
mafty pleasure
:r reaches of" Fair-
the arming hills
side oi the Schuyl-

sinks
wooids
Bquare

their

may bhe)

h] k »
LOWers,

tén (
its

Park and
on western
kall, .
At the sunget hour the surround-
ings take on an entrancing splendor|
and as the sun sinks behind the hills
the colorful effect is superb.

The peculiar note of the late hird
is heard as he passes swiftly -'lvt"r.i
while the chorus of the insects ini
trees and grass begins, It is 1l|c:
witching hour and one is led to Wrap|
close - him the mantle of|
imagi allow the events ot|

re him,

centuries t

valley and streams of many,
many red men Here were
encampments, with wigwams
and tepees on the. hillsides and in
the canyon below. They would
chimb this very hill to get a glimpse
of the setting sun as it sank below
the horizon across the valley, and
then would bow down in adoration |
and worship the Grezat Spirit . af’

i“t'r!'
hills,
Very
their




[Ti@ht, of the Skies, Wwater 4

Down n the vhilev helow ami up
[ the gorge the Indian hunter would |
gaze at his reflected image in the un-
defiled streams. Tt was here that
the Indian lover wotld bow himselt
and woo his dusky mate. Yes, it
wiis here that he heard the Great|
Spirit in the storm and saw Him in
the lightning o the clonds. Down
in the valley below, on the banks of
the river, or up i
canyon, the 1
doubtless the war dance and other
dances took pil: scribed  at
Genesee in the openi

this Here

themselves when attact

tribes, Here they
hanting trips for
]1-,!:_‘.:! many arrc
WP s been
which now adorn the

the Trail.

Al the highest point of the W
gahickon is ''Lover's 1 which
tradi tion says scene ol a
ragedy in the C l JCI Ted-

VYUECUNE, The

sketch.

have forned,

family
disfavir opon the
Hig daveliter wasz
tified the tribe
covered in €A
they should
mert atternoon
met at th
they

were dis-
company

the face of the e
poscedly chiseled by Jo
the leader of the Wis
mits, 3

Referring .to this
lengthy poem on the
E. R. Rush says:

A fairy legend

Where a young
lived and died;
crossed in love,

hear,

when  her
rent the air;
where, oh! where she sought
i welcome grave,
Sad Wissahickon, in thy
wave,
Remorseless stream,
tomh in thee,
Unhappy in a day of joy
Leaping from yonder
the stream,
She plunged headlong—i
life's fevered dream:
There was no other hope fo
but death,
No other cure—hut his
breath; !
Poor. child of , and of care
and gloom, !

Like many others, who Thave|

craved the tomb,

On Indmn or Council Rock is now
an heroic figure of Tedyvuscung, the
chief of tlm Lenni Lenapes, erected|
by the late Charles W. Henry. The
chief is bedecked in his war trap-|
pings, in a crouching position, and
with hand-shaded . eyes gazes upon
one of the most picturesque stretches !
of the Wissahickon Valley. The
figure is poised upon a marble ped-
estal. Here it is said the old chief-
tain wha had been baptized by the
Maravians and given the name of
“Honest John,” stood in 1768 aru‘]
touk his last look upon the lands of|
his fathers, before the remmnant ot!
the tribe of which he was the head|
werc cumpelled tn Sc a rew loca—'

is with thee

She, oh! bitter tale

And lonely wail had
Yet,
sombre
she found

ard

rock

ae’d

consumi

SQrrow

r_c:'f him in one of the early chapters
of this sketch,

Kelpius and the Hermits

Prior to this farewell wiew _]nh:

Kelpius and his company of mystics,

Iater known as the Wissahickon

M\q;:‘s or “hermits,” came and dug

in  hillsides the stream

lane, burrowing into

1I=(- west side of the

substantial abiding

acCross

This method of burrowing for a
i home is said to have developed the
. present name of that region, which
i 'at first was Rocksburrow, then Rox-
{ burrow, afterward changed to Rox-
borough and now for short Rox-
| boro. It is safe to presume that
these mystics would march in single
ifile over the Redman’s Trail, being
lost in the mmagination of their own
goodness and other people's world-
liness,

They later built houses, and the
monastery at the foot of Kitchen's
lane, hut began to degenerate when
they started to use the block art,
divining with a rod and practicing
the tricks of the spiritualists,

Ancient Mills

Then the white man
| the waters of the W
power to run mills which
ed along its banks, the
of some still remaining.

merous grist mills sprang up,
and then a few paper mills and final-
ly cotton and woolen mills, The

h per mill in the country was

The locations of the
plain why ancient
stood for the old
i ling, Wissahickon

began to use
ahicken for
were erect-
foundations

avente,
Revolutionary Period
Time marched on and the resi-
dents of this region, with mzany other
Colonists' revolted against the wun-
just cotdnet of George T1T, and his
government, who sent over British
and Hessian troops to nill-.II their
authority. The  Hessiang built 4 re-
ol the .:||=1;' and _\'wlll]-‘l' just
the caves of the mystics, and
vas their \llk.--‘ 1 elsewhere, preye |
the Ridge, and
their
hile t!u'ﬁ'

cmplovees
Britigh

irove

they
loubt and

. :‘\

ammeni=
weeks prior to this
~ontinental Army
tableland Dbefore
the unfortunate battle of
dywine. A tablet to

event
| the main
on this

campe
and after
the Bran-
inemorialize

[ this emcampment was placed at Queen

Fox street by the Penn-
Society ol the Sons of the
Revolution.
Added to the Park

Time continped to speed of
nmills along the stream began to be
abandoned, their work being  done
more expeditionsly by steam plants
erected in other parts of the town

lane and

American

The old walls erumbled and but icw

fof the Iaunrlau-m'-‘. remain,

The city then reached. out and _)

added to its great park demain the
Wissahickon Valley from the Ridge
to City Line, a distance of four
miles, thus retaining {or the
the poblic what is cansidered the
fin drive and Ttbreathing spot
owned by any city in the world.
The bridal path is a charming
quict footway can hardly be du-
pheated in any A bridge 15 now
being built across the drive and
ereck to connect sections pn &f-
ther side of the stream, 3
The caves are interesting,
rocks are massive and the
grand! The span over the
of the Walnut lane bridee is
the highest and longest
spans in the world while

that
city,

the
\uridﬂt‘i
Valley
ine of
concrete
the Henry

{avenue span now heing built will ex-

cel this in altitude and length,

Botanists find this section a rich
field for research work, while many
birds consider themselves part aof the
public and make themselves at home
here.

We have been Taoking over a set
of Wissahickon views and feel more
proud of being a Germantowner
than ever before, for fascinuting Wis-
sahickon is within our borders

Conclusion

Several illustrated volumes have
been published which tell of the his-
orv and charms of this

rground and we  wi
readers of this sketch to
one of the Those who
visit the ‘mrqe often.
there are some readers cannot
do this very readily, distance pre-
venting them, and we are sorry that
lack of space prevents us irom giv-
ing a more detailed description
thiss wonderful spot. Still 1t would
pay to. use a wvacation to see iis
charms and the othér wonders' of
Fairmount Park,

Many interesting gatherings lave
taken place zlong the drive. The
picnic grounds are always in demand
during the summer months and some
fine meets and parades have been
held by the Wissahickon Riders and
Tirivers Association along the drive;
that, fortunately is closed to the
dust-throwing auto juggernauts,

We started our hike amidst the
beautiful surroundings of the Ta-
cony, now a public park and it i3
gyuite fitting that it ends amid the
charms of the Wissahickoa, also &
public park:

Five miles or more we have hiked
'-g"ﬂ't'r viewing the charms of one

the most interesting and historic
wayvs in the world. We have
allowed our minds to run back over
thfee and a quarter centuries and
have shown how the Old Redman's

Trail has many times bheen drenched
with human blood. Today we are
at peace and enjoying the beauties
of peace. There is no place where
this is miore manifest than at the be-
ginning and end and throughout the
course of this ancient highway from
the Tacony to the Wissahickon,

We wish to thank those who by
verbal utterance or letter during the

marvelous
ould  advise
read at least
can should
We realize
whta

| past ten months have expressed ap-

preciation of this sketeh of “The
tedman’s Trail”

The End,

se of
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{ing place, This nation would have a

The Redman’s Trail

BY EDWARD B. PHILLIPS |

In the migration from the Bering |the Wingohocking just _below the
Straits | to what is now Germantows | Lrail, another on the upper Wissa-
the red men halted in a desirable spot |Dickon, near where the Indian Trail
or locality and in twenty-five or fifty |fubming west (now Germantown ave-
vears a small nation developed mem- 0Bue) crossed it; oné at the Falls of
bers of which scattered. in various the Wissahickon and one at Rising
directions, calling themselves tribes or Sun, The central or chief of this
branches of the nation or people they EBroup of encampments was the one on
had left at the central station or halt- the Wingohocking.

; This was an ideal spot for a village,

name of its own. a clear, fish-filled stream ran through

This process was repeated many a broad meadow with hills on eithex
times before the Delaware was Side; part of these was woodland in-
reached; thus sprang up the varicus Cluding the Logan’s woods (now Wis:
nations of red men, each of which ter’s) - which were extensive before
Imfay bave consisted of many tribes, Fisher's and Duy’s lanes and the rail-
bearing different names:—-Shawpee, r0ad were cut through them. Near
ISloux, ete. the Indian rocks (near one of which

The Lenni lenapes (We are the now stands the World’s War monu-
people) had nearly fifty branches seat- ment) were two gushing springs of
tered thropghout Maryland, Delaware, Water which furnished drinking wa-
Pennsylvania = (eastern part), New 'ter for the villagers, while the stream,
Jersey and lower New York. Repre- woods und the 1'“”5_ beyond would sup-
sentatives or chiefs from the branches DIy fish and game in abundance, The
or tribes would sometimes meet in [open spaces on the hilltops were am-
council at a wentral point, to discnss [Ple for the women to raise cereals an'l
and pass upon matters that pertained vegetables for their people while the
to the welfare of the entire nation. |Mmeadows yielded an abundance of
They met with Wm. Penn at the |herbs for medicingl purposes.
“Treaty Oak,” at Pennsbury Manor Along the the Wingohocking
and other places to make treaties, to || The center of the village was at the
renew or mend them. It is recorded ' Spring  (later known as  Brandy

of Penn that “he attended at Phila- Py T Y i Rock
delphia in 1701 a great Indian treaty a‘;:mgi;:u{;pptg:nio;::il }]t;ﬂl;n and in
with forty Indian chiels who camse front of this was an open space where
from many nations (or tribes) to set- war, corn and other dances would be
tle the friendship. The same year he p a4 —/ 4 where the large gatherings
had also o great Indian council at &g " b "s ook place,
Pennsbury Mansion, to take deave of © 5 F ciper 'side of the council house |
him and to renew covenants, ete.” were “long houses” run on the com-
It i8 on record that as late as the munity principle, The interior of
middle of the cighteenth century col- each house was divided into compart-
onics of Indians were often seen pass- T o intervals of six or eight feet,
g through Germantown and CaMP- Jeaving each chamber entirely open,
ing out in logan’s wood (along the lppa 4 stall, upon the passageway or
Wingohocking) and others in  the lp,) yhich ran through the center of
nearby fields or meadows. “They | the Ihouse' from end to end.. Between
would make their huts and stay a |, four compartments (now known
whole year at a time, and make and| g apartments), two on each side, was
sell baskets, ladles and tolerably good ©¢ fire-pit in the center of the hall,
fiddles. '1'.1":5' wonld si'fOl.)t bujds and used in common by the occupants.
(young squirrels there with their bows i - house with six fires would con-
and HTI’U\'\‘:S. Thelr_huts were made of l!ail'l twent}‘-four apartments, and
|four upright saplings, with croteh (44 accommodate as many families,
(limbs on top. The sides and tops were| | o0 cone of the apartments were
of cedar bushes and branches. In! | eserved for storage purposes.
these they lived in the severest win- Raised bunks  were constructed
ters; their fire was on the ground and around the three sides of each stall
in the middle of the area. At that ok ent for. bads, and the foor
time wild b:r_ds .wanld pass over in was""’“"ligh““ﬂy ks 1h'e Toved of - ihe
flocks of a mile in length; and it was ground, From the roof-poles were|
(Y Sammonto shoet, twenty o suspended strings of maize in the ear.l
thirty at one shot. Then they caught b husks braided ° together; also
rabbits and squirrels in snares.” ‘ :t:ings “;’l sdrim;“ squaa:gcand s
daf‘.: th;;:e: a:h:m:t?iften:fa: : hnae;rbti:l:‘: Each house, a8 a rule was occupied by
L] g H 3 W 1
here seventy years, what hunting and refated families, those at the side of

ing tHere " | the council house by chiefs; the moth-
f,f,'."’-‘g, alhte t?;}:?:e!h“c WesH s oo ers being sisters, own and collateral,

' who, with their children belonged to
; Encampments the same gens or clan, while their

Printed records, traditions and our husbands, the fathers of these children,
personal knowledge of the Trail and belonged to other gentes, consequent-
the condition of the streams that 1y, the gens or clan of the mother
crossed it sixty or more years ag? predominated in numbers in the house-
warrant us in saying there were tribal hold, descent being in the female Tine.
encampments at the ford of the Tas  Whatever was taken in the hunt or
cany, otie on the ground above where raised by cultivation by any member
the ' old  fownsend-Roberts ﬁ

nd-Roberts! 1 of the household was for the common
1t street), one alon  benefit. Provision was held as com-.

mon stock within the houschold. They
had but one cooked meal each day, a
dinner. Each household, in the mat-
ter of the management of their food
was under the care of a nuitron, When |
the daily meal had been cocked at
the several fires the matron was sum-
moned, [t was her duty to divide
the food from the kettle to the several
families within the house according to
their needs. What remained was put
‘aside to await the further direction of
the matron.

This was the way in which the In-
dians lived, the kind of communism
}pey practiced until the long house

nally disappeared under the infiuence |
of the whites. To this methodical and
‘economical household communism the
Indians undoubtedly owe their tribal
unity, their faculty of confederating
for defense and. offense, their mi!ita}‘yﬂ;
strength and their political influence;

John Bartram, the pioneer horticul-
turist, in an actount of a trip he took
in 1743 gives a description of one of
these long houses, in which he was en-
tertained, It was 'the official house
of the tribe, besides being a commun-
ity home, and as his experience will
throw additional  light on how the
dwellers on the Wingohocking con-
ducted themselves before the white
man _came, we here reproduce part of
his statement.

“They showed us where to lay our
luggage and repose ourselves during
our stay with them which was in the
two end apartments of this large
house. The Indians that came with
us were placed over against us, This
cabin is about eighty feet long and
seventeen broad, the common passage!
(the grand hall) six feet wide, and
the apartments on each side five feet,
raised a foot above the passage by a
yvoung sapling hewed square, and fitted
with joists that go from it to the back
of the house, On these joists they lay
lurge pieces of bark, and on extraor-
dinary occasions spréad mats made of
rushes which favor we had. On these
floors they sit or lie down, every one
as he wills. The apartments are di-
vided from each other by boards or
bark, six or seven fect long from the
lower floor to the upper, on which
they put their lumber, All the sides
and roof of the cabin are made of
bark, bound first to the poles set in the
ground, and bent round on the top, or
set flat for the roof as we set our raf-
ters. Over each fireplace they have
a hole to let out the smoke, which in
rainy ‘weather they cover with a piece
of bark, and this they can easily
reach with a pole to perch it on one
side or quite cover the hole

These were the forerunners of the
apartment houses that now stand on
the Redman’s Trail today, with their
grand hall to turn around f‘nj on either
side are bunks for the white supplant-
ers of the reégion to crawl int
like their Imﬁiazé_m predecesso




istood while eating a dinner and the
¢xpansion caused by the meal made
(it impossible to open the door wide
jenough for her to get out. Like the
IIndians they should cook and ecat
{their meals in the grand hall.

The village consisted of more than
“long houses,” for smaller huts, wig-
wams: and ftenees were conveniently
placed in the meadow and woods from
the old Trail to what became Fisher's
Hollow. A well trodden path ran
through the length of the village,

Views of Home Life

It might be of interest to students
of Germantown history to speak at
length of the home life of our prede-
wessors on the Redman’s Trail, but we
must confine ourselves to but a few
events and scenes leaving to the im-
agination of the readers to fill in the
gaps, Omne writer said: “Their mar-
|riages are short and authentic; for af-
ter ’tis resolved upon by both parties
the woman sends her intended hus-
band a kettle of boiled venison or bear,
and he in liew thercof, beaver or other
skins and so their nuptial rites are
concluded without other ceremony,

That would be a fine custom ta re-
new! It would be jolly fun to see
some of the damsels of today carry-

idloor of the sunlight, or moonlight, or
starlight of their hearts and getting
those expensive skis or furs in re-
turn,

Another picture iy not so pleasing
but methinks, in some cases it is jusi
is real: “In winter the huts of the
Lenapes were 'rather wyoncomfortable,
hio. matter how picturesque they might
be, but probably they afforded as nice
lodgings as those of the English gyp-
sies. The interior of the
stained and dingy with smoke that
could ind no regmlar outlet, and it was
S0 pungent and acrid as to cause much
much inflammation of the eyes and
blindness in old age. The fleas (Mer-
exl) and other wermin were bad, and
the children were noisy and unruly

cabin was

{bevond parallel, raising o pandemon-!

ium in each lodge, which the shrill
shricking of the she-cat-like squaws
[added to without controlling it.”
| Still another vivid picture is drawn
of a lodge on a winter night, lighted
| up by the uncertain flicker of resinous
lﬂamc that sent flashes through the
{dingy canopy of smoke, a brosze
| group encircling the fire, cooking, eat-
{ing, gambling or amusing themselves
with idle chaff; grizzled old warriors,
scarred with the marks of repeated
| battles; shriveled squaws, hideous
with toil and hardship endured for
hall a century; Young warriors with a
\record to make, vain, boastlul, obstrep-
erous: giddy girls, gay with paint,
|ochre, wampum and braid;
(children, pel mell with restless dogs.

village such as we gre visiting on the
ald Indian Trail, with its circle of
small tents and “long houses” that
there were social grades and upper and
lower sections of the village, In the
well ventilated “long houses” there
would not be smoke, acrid atmosphere
|a'nd fleas that were found in the closed
huts or cabins. The tools of the Len-
apes were emde and poor, strictly
those of the stone age, for they had

knowledge of any metal save a lit-
¢ copper for ornaments. Yet they
ndled them -wp great  skill and
| meatness. A B

|
rfsﬂe-;s{
|

It should be remembered that in a

: j]ames Logan and Wingchocking

. Just below this village was the spot
where James Logan built his heme |
and called it Stenton. 'He was, ani|
still is, one of the outstanding figures /|
{in  Pennsylvania history. He was
' Penn’s business manager and secre-|
tary for forty years, sccretary of the|
Province, Commissioner of Property, |
President of Council and Chief Jus-
tice of Pennsylvania,

He was very friendly with the In-
dians and they placed implicit trust in
kim. Scores of Indians would viait
him at the same time, camping around
khis mansion, in the meadow across
the stream and on the site of the very
village whose name we will reveal in
our next chapter., We write this par-
agraph for the benefit of newcomers
to Germantown. Tradition says that
while James Logan and Chisf Wingu-
hocking of the Lenapes were standing
on the bank of the beautiful stream
|below the mansion that wound through
[the estute, the chief proposed to' Logan
that they exchange their names, for
he loved his white fricnd and this
was the Indian method of showing it
Logan told him the law would make
it difficult to give up his name, but
said, “Do thou, chief, take mine, and

ing a kettle of venison or bear to the||%V¢ thine to this stream which passes

through my fields, and when T have
passed away and while the earth shull
endure, it shall flow a%d bear thy
name.” It now flowsgander oround!
and Belfield avenue runs with, but not
over it

_ Years after this one of Wingohock-
|ing’s descendants bearing the name of
Logan (Toh-gah-jute) was among
those slain by the Paxton Rangers
and Tedyuscung is also supposed to
have descended from him. We shall
say mere about “Tedy™ later. l

Genesee

Within® the memory of the writer
the Wingohoking Valley was a run of
beautifitl landscape; no sewer ran
through it then; in some places its
level was ten to twenty feet lower
than it is today, lefore dams were
thrown across it, Duy's lane gnd other
thoroughfares were built over it and
filling in took fflace; it must have
| been a wild, romantic vale.

Coming to 9 in it§ primeval beauty
the lLenapes were justified in calling
the village they planted in its center
Genesee [(Gennis-he-go) meaning “The
Beautiful Valley.”? The giving of
such a name to the place 13 an indi-
cation that they appreciated the heau-
fies at nature.

This appreciation they manifested
by climbing the hills on the wedtern
side of the wvale at the even hour, and
as the sun descended below the hori-
zan in  the west they would bow
thems=elves in adoration beflore it and
| worship the Gréay S irit of the vale
and hills and of the sky,
ing one manifcstation of spirit
that was held i awe by many of them
and which caused them to descend the
hill again in & meditative and wor-
shipful moad. As one af these crossed
the strean) on o fallen tree he paused
La moments ta admire the refléction of
his  well-proportioned form cin  the
clear water below, As he walked along
the creck-side puath he noticed on' the
other side of the stream that a yopng

the sun be

that

brave had bowed. down_and was woo |

ing his dusky mate. p

As he entered one of the chief’s
houses he was greeted by a group who
who were sitting near the front en-
trance, among them beéing several vis-
itors from distant nations, who ha.
come with messages from their chiefs,
When he had seated himself he told
of his, vigit to the top of the hill and
‘Il'w objeey of that visit, This led 1o a|
discussion of the Great Spirit, wor-
ship, creation and the origin of their
people. |

In the Beginning

A Lenape said there were different
views held by his people, of their ori-
gin. Some claimed they came out of
a cave in the earth, like the wood-
chuck and the chipmunk; some
thought they sprang from a snail that
was transformed into a human being
and taught to hont by a kind Manitou,
after which it was received into the}
lodge of a beaver and married the
beaver's favorite daughier. These
were probably  the evolutionists of|
their day, {
' By another group it was believed that
a woman was discovered hovering in
mid-air above the walery waste of!
chaos, she had fallen or had been ex-!
|]sc1lcﬁ from heaven, and there was no
cirth to offer her a resting place. The
tortoise, however, rose from the depths
and put his broad, shield-like back at
her service, and she descended upen
it and made it her abade, for its dome-
like oval resembled the emergence of
dry land from the water of the del-
uge. The tortoise slept upon the deep,
and round the margin of his shell the
ibarnacles -gathered, the scum of the|
sca collected, and the floating i'rag-‘
ments of the shredded sea weed ac-
cumulated until the dry land grew|
apace, and by and by there was all|
the broad expanse of island which/
now constitutes North America.

The woman, weary of watching,
worn ‘out with her sighs for her lone-
someness dropped off lnto a tranguil
slumber, and in that sleep she dreamed
of a spirit who came to her from her
last home in the skies, and of that
dream the fruits were sons  and
(daughters, from whom have descended
(the human race. Other legends were
(mentioned showing different views of
|creation, one of which was that the,
|'Great Spirit in the form a gigantic bird|
|descended upon the face of the waters,
and brooded there until the earth
arose, upon which plants, animals and
men were created.

An Indian Lullaby

When this expounder of the view
held by different groups ceased
speaking the wvoice of a woman was
heard coming from wunder a tree a
Hitle distance from the entrance to
the house, ‘She was singing a lullaby
to her fretting baby girl, who was
fastened to 2 board that was lying in
a  swing. She had dismissed the
“medicine man” faker, who wanted to
pow-wow the kiddie, and had given
it a soothing draught made by her-
self from herbs she had gathered with
her own hands. The words of the
lullaby were:

€,

close wour hright brown
child of the forest,

And enter the dreamland, for you’re

tired of plav, !

down the dark curtain  with

long silken fringes.

eyes,

| Drasy
\




An-nia-maosh (2 dog) will attend on
your mystical way.

Chorts—

| Hish-a-by, ‘rock-a-by, brown Iittle

| papoose,

O, can vou not see if yont give the
alarm,

Zawan (their dog), beside you, is
willing and eager

To guard and defend you, and keep
you from harm?

Winddrocked and fur-lined, povered
o'er with bright blanket.

Your cradle is swung "neath the wide-
spreading trees,

Where the singing of birds and chat-
ter of squirrels

Will 1l vou to rest "midst the hum
of wild bees.

Your father is hunting to bring home
the hearskin,

Wihile mother plaits baskets of vari!
ons hue,

Na-ko-mis (grandmother) s weaving
large mats of wild rushes

And Nounee (her little brother) sends
arrows so swift and so troe.

It was a pleasing picture to sce this
yvoung mother under the trees singing
and swinging the little red-skin lassie
into shuniber and dreamland while
her neighbors were chatting in groups

short distances away,

Still Another View

After the lullaby was ended the
group inside the entrance resumed
their discussion, when Wawinges, one
of the visitors from a distance. said
that his people (the Ojibwas) be-
lieved there was a “Creator of All
Things.” “This Grea Mystery under-

all things. He had no eyes,
yet he could see. He had no ears,
yet he could hear. He had a body
but iy could not be seen

“When the earth was first made,
the Creator of All Things placed it
under the water, The fish were first
‘ereated.  Therefore Crawfish  was
sent down to bring up a little earth.
He brought up mud in his claws, Tm-
mediately it spread out and the earth
appeared “above ghe water. Then the
Great Mystery made man. He made
the Odiliwas.

“He gave them laws, but the peo-
ple did not follow the laws, Therefore
many troubles came, so that the Cre-
ator could tot rest. Therefore the
Creator made tobacco, Then men
could become quiet and rest, After-
wards he made women, but at first
ithey were like wond.  So he directed
la chief to teach them how to move,
and how to cook, and to sew skins.

I “Now when the animals met the
Ojibwas, they ridiculed them, For
these mien had no fur, and no wool.
and no feathers to protect them from
the storms, or rain, or the hot sun.
The Ojibwas were sad because af |
this, Then the Creator gave them |
hows and arrows, and tanghy them |
how these things should be psed. He
told them that the lesh of the animals
was woold for food dnd their skins for
covering. Thus (el animals were |
ipurished, . The  Creagsyranght them
also how to draw fire (rom two pieces |
of wood, one flat and the other point-
ed; thus they learned to. cook their

stood

Hood,  The Creator t them also
to honor the bones &f relatives;
nil 30 long as theyl lived. to hritig

|

them food. .
“Now in those days the animals
took part in the councils of men,

They gave advice to men, being wiser,
(Some are to this day.) Each animal
took a special care of Ojibwas. There-
fore the Indians respect the animals
which gave good adyice to their an-
cestars, and this aids them even today

lin time of need.

“The Creator also made the moon

and the stars. Both were to give
life and light to all on earth. Moon
forgot the sacred bathing, therefore

he is pale and weak, giving bhut little
light to man. But Sun gives light to
all. Sun often stops on her trail to
give more time to the TIndians when
they are hunting, or fighting their
etiemies. Moon does not, bui always
pursues his wife over the sky trail.
Yet he can never catch up with her. |
(It will be noticed that the Tndian |
places the moon in the masculine class
and the sun in the feminine, The
whites reverse that. The Mongolian,
aneestors of the Indians use tools, and
read and write backward, according
to our way of thinking.)

“The mounds in the Ojibwas’ coun-
try are the camping places of the
Spirit sent down by the Creator to
visit' the Indians. This spirit taught
the men how to cook their food and

j to cure their wounds. He is still high-

by honored.”
The Fat Woman’s Fall

For a short time after Wawinges
had spoken there was silence in the
group, evidently the statement was
percolating through the brains of his
auditors. ~ Then Dewendons, another
visitor, belonging to the Senecas, told
how his people’ had come wupon the
face of the earth.

“The Senccas were the People of
the Pheasants, They were the first

people in the world, At first they
lived in the carth, Now, in the
Earth-land, they had many vines.

Then at last one vine grew, up through
a hole in the Earth-plain, far above
their heads. One of their young men
at once went up the vine wuntil he
came out on the Earth-plain. He
came out on the flat country, on the
bank of a river, just where the Seneea
village . now stands (centuries ago),
He looked all about him. The Farth-
plain was very beautiful. There were
many animals there. He killed one
with his bow and arrew, and found it
good for food.

“Then the youngy man returned to
his people under the ‘ground. He told
them all he had seen, They held a

council, and then they began to elimh '
up the vine to the Earth-plain, Some

of the chiefs and the young warriors
and many of the women went up.
Then came a very fap.-woman. ‘The
chiefs said, ‘Do not go up.’ But she
did and the vine broke. The Senccas
were very sorry about this. Becanse
no more could go up, the tribe on the
Earth-plain is not very large. And |
o man could return to his village in |
the ground. Therefore the ‘Benecas |
built their village on the hauks of the |
river. But the rest of the peaple re-|
mained under ground.*

When the fat woman fell with the

4

vine “dnd struck the HB8FTTHE iha
Earth-land it must have caused an
awful shock 1o the bowels of the earth
—and the earth tremors that we now
feel at different times must be. fever-
brations of that fall and shoeck,
Others spoke about the worship of
the Sun and of the Grear Spikit who
moved among the trees and through
the valleys but whom they could not
see or understand, indicating an out-
reaching of the heart after the Infin.
ite. Such gathérings at the twilight
hour when the voice of nature was
beginning to be heard after the nojse
of the day had subsided. were the only |
schools or theological seminaries that
these aborigines attended, and, if their
views of creation and the Creator
were a little obscure or confused—the
cause may be found in the tmultitydin-
ous legends and miviths that were
passed fram mouth to mouth, some of

these in (Genesee, on the hanks of the

Wingohocking  adjoining  the old
"Redman’s Trail?
A Great Change

It was very scldom, judging from
our information, that the Indian wom-,
an took part in these discussions or in
other religious exercises. Conditions
have changed since then. We' recall
hearmg of a squaw in one ‘of the
western reservations who was a back-
biting gossip, delighting in setting
neighbor against neighbor by carry-
ing tales back and forth, wsing wile
language and indulging in practices
that were lowering, being a bad ex-
ample to all in the village.

After an abserfte of several monthsa
mission worker returned to the reser
vation and was amazed at the change
that had taken place in this mischief-
maker. She found her visiting  the
sick, helping the other women and
children of the reservation in any pos- |
sible way she could, always speaking
a kind word about one neighbor to
another, and she alst looked different,

The worker expressed her surprige
and pleasure at the great change thal
had taken place and asked how i had
come about, “Oh,"” said the changed
woman, “you know what [ was; a
tungled wup: skein of thread, no good
to anyone; only harmful. Put Jesus,
formerly “6f Galilee, but now of the
whole wide world, came along and
touched the “tangle out of the skein
and straightened out my ‘'life; and
touched i9to it a love for my neigh-
bors and a desire to undo the harm I
have done by doing things worth-
while.” And this woman who had
obtiined a proper conception of the
Great Spirit may be a descendant of
the mother who sang the lullaby to
her little brown lassie on the edge of
the old Redman’s Trail.

Wingohooking Valley

At the foot of Church Lane Hill is
the Wingohacking Valley which derived
its name from the stream that flowed
through its center. To the southeast was
a stretch of meadowland known at one
time as Mehl's tueadow., Through this
ran Peale's lane, named for Charles Wil
son Peale, the well-known artist, col-
lector of wild and other animals, and
}-\fh(}:; manufactured gas in Independence
1dll

He lived at Belfield, which rose dbove
the yalley gnd when Wingohocking creek
was underground, the culvert was |
der Peale's lage and its name




"was then changed to Belficld avenue.
Befare the sewer was built and the
houses. evected on the east of it, Mehl's
mendow was a beautiful spot. At its head
on the Old Trail stood a row of large
willow trees under which George Wash-
ington, when living in Germantown,
would sit and view the beautiful land-
scape below, which included the oid
"Rock House'—still standing—that is |
built npon a rock then washed by the
waters of the Wingohocking. This was
the old Shoemaker farm house and it is
said that William Penn preached here
uipon several occasions, for Brother Shoe-
maker (Shwmacher) was.a Quaker.
On the southwest side of this meadow

now stands the Wingohocking station of
the Reading Railroad, surrounded bv-a
grove of stately beech trees and fine
| ehrubbery.

|  The Wingohocking creek crossed the
Trail under a long brown bridge just
‘east of the present railroad bridge. We
recall this bridge and that it was bult
{quite low. One day, toward evening, dur-
ing a heavy thunder storm, the dam that
iwas then located at what is now Chelten
avenue and Morton street, and which re-
ceived the water from Kelley's dam and
of a stream that ran down what is now
Morton street, gave way and the liberated
waters carried away chicken houses, sta-
bles, sheds and the Armat street bridge.
After the bridge was carried away the
driver for Robert Steel, of Cedar Park
Farm, who had driven to the station to
meet Harry Steel, son of Robert, started
ta cross where he supposed the bridge
was and hoth he and voung Steel, to-
gether with the two horses, perished. The
next morning the bodies of these and
also those of some cows were found
among the wreckage that had piled up at
Church lane bridge which had held fast
when evervthing clse seemed to have giv-
€n away.

An Ancient Mill -

Near this bridge on Hancock street,
Inow Baynton, stands an old mill known
tor years as the Roberts Mill and which
has heen confused by some writers with
the old Townsend-Roberts mill, a, mile
or so farther back on the Old Trail. This
was used by Spencer Roherts and his!
gons as a grist mill while they continued
to use the older one at Mill Creek and!
after the latter was abandoned,

At the outbreak of the Civil War
Major Oscar Roberts, brother of Mrs.
F. V. Hoyt, John T, and Enoch T. Rob-
erts, was in charge. He leit this po-
sition to enter the army the old mill
was disposed of by the Roberts, and has
since been used as a shoddy mill and a
storehotise for an oil company.

Just how ald the structure i1& we have
been umable to Iearn, but as it stood near
the line where the railroad was bailt in
1832 the lower windows on the west and
north sides were bricked up when the
filling was made for the railroad em-
hankment and that arches were built to
gllow the waters of Hoflev Run to pass
under the embankment into the Wingo-
hocking indicates that it was there then, |
and was possiblhy an old structure at that
date,

This mill is an old Germantown relic
that has been overlooked by writers and
students 0f Germantown history., To the
writer it is interesting, being probably
the only remaining mill in this old bor-
ough that was run by water power. The
water that ran it wag brought from Hon-
ey run through a sluiceway and wooden
chatnel from Cumberland and  Armat
streets, tunning over the sites of the

-

vard and Jonies” Tumber vard.  Possiliy | -
| the cause of its abandanment Iy the Roti |

erts was the scareite of water and the
close proximity of Staokes' steam grist
mill, of which we will speal Iater.
Busy Smoky Hollow

Passing under the railre
hiked through the ¢ of the larzest
group of mills in Germnntown. These |
include Hamil's varn mills, Woods & Lo-
gan’s quilt mill, Smith's 'Beltine Works,
Brown's Continental Mills and Blajs-
dell’s pencil factory, A history af these
plants would make a long and instructive
story, but we will have to pass them
with the statement that some results of

ad hridoe we

« their presence here have heen the hring-

ing of millions of dollars to German-
town, the establishing of hundreds of
homes, the making of many fortnues and
the qtﬁckcning af the financial and bus-
iness mnterests of Germantawn,

At the rear of the property at the cor-
ner of Germantown road and the Old
Trail is a driveway through which you
see the parish house and the cathedral-

| like structure of St. Luke's P, E. Church.

In the tower of this church is a chime
of sweet toned hells which ring the gos-
pel message into the ears of church gOers

[and others on the Old Trail. The chimes

are the delight and pride of the neigl-
borhood.

The driveway was given to the hold-
ers of property abufting on it by the
Wayne family, who had a eround rent
indenture upon a property 125x500 feet
at Germantown road and the Trail

Wilson Woods recently presented us
with the original ground rent contract,
writien on two shects—or blankets—of
buckskin parchment, each about one vard
square, contaming 2592 square inches and
fifteen red seals. They would make |
dandy floor coverings. |

Mr, Woods, who was one of the hold-
ers, told us that the property with the
ground rent contract was divided into
sections and that all the contracts, with
one cxception were bought up. The ex-
ception is running arotnd loose some-
where,

Mr. Woods also positively  declared |
that the last fire to which the old en-!
ging or melp—Slmm'ag—-'nuw in the
Mutual Fire Insurance building, respond-
ed, was in or near this driveway, and
not on the west side as some have de-
clared; and Wilson ought fo know.

A Site with a History

Two hundred and fortyv-seven vears
ago Richard Townsend, the first recorded
settler of Germantown, huilt the first
water power grist mill in Philadelphia
county. This was the one we have men-
tioned and later known as the Roberts®
Mill,

One hundred and fifty-five years later, ||
or ninety-two years ago—May 11, 1838— ||
the cornerstone was Iaid on the Old Trail
of the first steam grist mill in Pennsyl-
vania on the site now occupied by Sem-
inole Hall, 45 Church lane,

Wyndam H. Stokes, for many,years |
president of the Mutual lITirr: T‘nsnr:f.n:c
company and active in other en erprises,
inch.?ding the building of Stokes’ Block, |
was the owner of the mill and laid the
cornerstone in which was placed a 1'_»0'(-,
tle that was discovered when the build-
ing was demolished fifty-one years la‘ccr.l
which when opened yielded a fund of1

| interesting data, including shinplasters of

various depominatioms, statements by John
F. Watson and Charles F. As ead..‘
names of mechanics engaged in the erec-/

o power hause of Wilson & Gardner's sand |

tion of the building. wage scale in those

| the old rooster weathervane that had for-

days, market prices of commodities, names
of churches in the Township, names of
Township officials, with the exception
of Jacob C. Bockius as clerk, and other
items of interest. The population at that
time was 5.500,

On the top of this mill was placed

merly crowned the Reformed Church,
just over the back fence. This rooster
is now on display in the relic case of !
the Market Square Church. I:

The upper floor of this mill was

fitted up as a hall and used by various !
organizations for meetings. It was kinown
as Stokes’ Hall. Among those who used
it were the Millerites or Second Ad-
ventists, who had set a day in 1844 for
the second epiphany to take place, Many
were attracted to their meetings, includ-
ing Freddy Axe, a storekeeper at the
corner of the Trail, of whom we will |
write later, It is said that erowds wonld
gather outside the hall while the meetings
were in progress and often made it un-
comfortable for those within.
. The old mill'with its hall was bought
in 1886 by Seminole Tribe, No. 30. of
the Improved Order of Red Men and #
good picture of it now hangs in the lodge
room of the present building.

In 1889 the Tribe demolished the old
building and erected the present strie-
ture which is known as Semingle Hall,
m_ which numerous lodges of nther or-
gamzations meet. It is quite appropriate
1‘11:1} th{s Tribe of Red Men should have
thc!r wigwam on the Old Redmsn’s Trail
This hall is located a few vards from
Market Square which we will consider
in the next chapter.

Horse Stealing

The group of Indians that sat in-|
side the long house not only exchanged
views on the origin of their people but
told of their experiences in hunting,
horse stealing and conflicts with mem-
bers of distant tribes. Nearly all of
them had engaged in expedilions to
ilcrease their stock of horses at the
expense of others,

Some of these expeditions had pro-

1
'

fvoked wars that had resulted in many

wastualties among their people. In fact
the people. of one of the wvisitors in
the group bad warred against the very
tribe of which he was a guest; but
ptace had come and they were enaliled |

fto exchange views on the cause of the

conflicts; ‘which  briefly stated, were
horse stedling, squaw kidnapping anl
reprisals,

From Grinnels interpretation and
other sources we glean the recurd of
several of these raids. which must
have taken place in the Wingohocking
Valley bhefore the war of 1600, of
which we will speak later,

Signals and Strategy

After a season of feasting the peo-
ple had retired-to their various abodes.
All the wpoise of the village hatd died
away: even the wolves had ceased
their howling and the dogs slept; anly
the creek kept up its murmur.

The moon, which was alrdady high
in the heavens when' the sun had set,
was now dropping toward the west-
ernt horizon. The stars were glow-
ing and the lodges cast hlack shadows

that reached a long distance. It wag
the middle of the night. In front of
the lodges were tied horses, a few

|lying down but most of them standing
| with  their legs: a little spread apart.

|All were alike asleep. It was yery
still, and the soit mmrmur of the wa-




ter on the stones now scemed Iouad,
yet it was not always the same, for
sometimes it grew clearer and more
distinet, and again seemed to die away
and almost to cease.

The time went by, and now there
i€ame from the creck once or twice
tanother sound, as if two stones had
beea knocked together, It was very
faint, hardly to be heard; but if the
isplashing of water had been joined to_
this faint click, it might have been
‘thought that some one was crossing
Lhe streant, walking through the creek,
displacing the stones as he went.

The noise was not repeated, but a
litile later there was something at the
edge of the cut bank above the stream
that had not been there before—a dark
ohject in the shadow of the low sage
brush that might have been a round
black stone.

Some time passed, and suddenly
man's [orm appeared erect above the
hank, and with a half dozen quick,
npiseless steps moved into the black
shadow of one of the ladges. A mo-
tments later, a second form appeared,
tand then likewise disappeared, There
was another interval, and then two
men walked oul into the

a

light and
pasged _gquietly along the line gf the
lodges and long houses. They did
ot try to  hide themselves, but
walked steadily along  disappearing
for 4 moment, and then coming out
again into the. moonlight and if any-
one had seen them, he might have
thought thar two men of the camp

or village were returning late to their |
homes. 7
At length one of them seemed to
have reached his lodge, and the other
walked on a little further alome; and
then he, too, disappeared in the sha-
dow, and did not step again into the
moonlight. X

And now behind two of the lodges
it the village, before which were tied
swift running horses, were crouching
two young mei waiting, watching, lis-
tening to see il all was quiet.  The
moan was sitking, the shadows were
growing longer, the light all about
was dimmer, but it was still clear
moonlight, and one could sce a long
Wiy,

Chief Sinasta |

Sinastn (the leader of the party)
wailed for a little thnme with his ear
close o the lodge skins, He could
hear the regmlar breathing of the
sleepers . within. Once or twice he:
rose (o s feet, dabout to step around
into g leght in front of the lodge,
but some slight sound from  within
warned him to wait. At length he
rose, and, kmfe i hand, walked
quickly tn the horsss and stooperd
down; but at that moment he heard)
a long sigh, a rustle of robes and in
an anstant and without a sound lie
again vanished behind the Jodge. A
. Soft step was heard within, the door
was thirown open, and a man stepped|
out into the light |

Sinasta was lying on the ground in
the black shadow. He held his knife
hetsveen: his teeth, his bow in his left
hand, and a shepf of arrows in his
right. [There, - within 4 few feet of
him, stood an enemy, unconscious nf
danger, It would b easy to shoot an
arrow through HWim, scalp him and
theén disappear in the darknmess. He
wanted to koll this man; and as he lay|
there it was bard for hin to resist the

desire.  But he remémbered that he
was the leader of a war party, and had
told his young men ‘that they were to
takeé horses and not te kill enemies,
unless thev should be discovered and
it should become necessary. It would
not be right for him to do something
that the ‘had told his followers not to
do, Besides, to kill this man s hi
bring samve of his party into danger.
The man would yell, peaple wonld
rush ok of their lodges to see what
had bhappened and some of Sinasta’s
young men might be caught. So Sin-
asta lay there and waited.  The man
vawned, stretched himself, and stoed
for a few moments looking up and
down the valley. Then he re-grtered
the lodge and lay down, drawing his
robe over him and scon his c
breathing {old that he slept.
A Clean Get-Away
_an Sinasta quickly arose, slipped
hig bow and arrows inte their case
and stepping around in f{ront af 11:.;
lodges, et two of the horses
there and led them tip the stream to-
ward the beech timber near the trail.
He walked on the side of the horses
away: from the lodge, stooping low so
as to be out of sighty and the animals
Il"lkt"’{_ like two loose horses walking
away from the camp. In’the edee of
the timber he met his companion, who
had also taken two horses, Thev led
the animals through the heeches
actoss the trail, up the stream a !il‘.Tr:
farther, passing the rocks near where
I(_;;Ii_t"- dam was séecward built and
out into the apen fields above,
.\Ft-]lﬂli]’l{!’ here they rode for a mile
or so, till they reached a ravine near
the trail (York Road) running north,
In this ravine was a large band of

:Ilgain, cut loose the horse, led it awayl
mom. the lodge, mounted and  rode
off:  He' was hardly on fis back be
fare the loss was dlise vered, bt he
made good his escape.

" Penetrating thus into the very midst
of the enemy’s camp required not a
little nerve, The successful horse-taker
must he cool and ready incemergency,
as _v._cIT as daring. There was alwavs
a fair probabilityl that the warrior
would be discoyvered, for in sueh a
large ‘camp, stch as Genesee, there
was usually someone moving  about, |
or if not, the dogs were Tikely to bark.
If a man was recognized as a strang-
er, he had to acét quickly to save his
liie. I can, therefore, be readily un-|
derstood that these expeditions  were |
fulb of excitement and danger,

Retaliation

Ogontz was the head chief of Gen-
see, 4 man of tact but high spirited
nd he and his subordinate chiefs feit
the disgrace and loss hflicted upan
the camp by the acts of Sinasty and his
companions, representatives of their ex-
ernies from beyond thé northern branch
of the Susquebanna, in  these night
raids upon the willage. The loss of
scveral of the best horses in the en-|
campment intensified their sdesire for!
fevenge. ’

‘}:&1::1_ (Bear), ‘one of ‘fhe nnder-
chiets felt the sting keenly as his fa-
}'nm]e nlir_nmt u'?’m'u“ of those {aken
i the last raid®T5 In council & y
=.ie.uri:_1.i_‘:i to make oWNNnter-rai =iir:rrl‘1‘c:§i
enemiies’ lerritory and Yang asked
that might lead the dirst raiding
party. This party was made up of
the bravest and TJest riders in the
tribe land they started north with the
determination not. to return
with horses, squaws and
scalps, taken from their foes;

For=twa davs they rode and

The ]F_nt'd_c.'r[ the river near where
oot ] kricw the enemy was encamped. [

723 ng the horses with two of the p
thev climbed a hill from which a view
of fhe camp could he obtained s
there they waited and
rafd that night,

regular

loose

he

except

loose horses collected from the neigh-
hf)l'hl'lf'l(! and herded by Birs s -

pérhaps

men. Sinasta said to them: “Tt

yomn
In

is well, my brothers, let us go.”
a moment all were mounted.
horses were started, at first
but in a short time they were being
hurried along at their very best speed,
and before morning they were many
miles away.

It was in this way, explained those| i A
who were grouped inside the entrance [t& take thrqc or four squaws from the
to the 'long house, that the members! [most prominent tepees whale the oth-
of a War Daﬂ.\' entered the cngﬂ-ﬂ}-"s ik wWere 1o H.'{f.htr all the horses f}IL':\'
camp when they had ser out bent only |l |could get away with and lmstc:-n haelke
on  securing  plunder, horse-stealing ta }*.'htrr they had left their own
béing the principal feature. ponies.

Al another ume this same Sinasta|
entered a camp and waiting for some
little time, watching a party of gam-
Llers who were playing "hands” in o
lodge before which was tied g horse
which he greatly desired to take! At
langtl, swhen lie supposed all the|
plavers. were deeply inferested, I:-:‘
stepped forward to ent loose the amni-
mal, but just as he was about to do| J

the door-flap litted ands two
men cange oot and walked off a little
t0 one side and [rt_‘]iii‘ur’f the :(\’_1}_—:’:, Sin-
asta was just stooping to cut the rope
us he suw the fap lifting. He stood up
and walked  dipectly up o the en-
trance, passing close (o the men who
hiad come out, and who took him for
sone one belonging to the encamp-
ment about to enter the lodge and
fake part in the gambling. TTe lifted
the flap as if to enter; and then leiting
it fail, slipped around the lodge and
omt of sight

Waiting until the twp men had re-
turned he hurried aronud g front

then
they
Lav

and
planned for tife,
o

benm_wc_rc ASSIL N Rt

A Big Success

Yana and a companion drew near
to the encampment where [estivities
were being held and decided that they
must get into the camp at once; 1 was
proposed that they should imitate the
sportive young ‘men of the camp, that
one should chase the other into the
circle of lodges or tepees, and that
then they should wrestle, separale and
then hide. The plan was carried out
They crept as near the tepees #s they
dared-and then springing to their feet,
raced over the open space. They did
net run directly toward the camp, but
drew near the tepees gradually, and at
length they darted between two of
them and into the circle, and then the
pursuer with a shout caught the other,
and they struggled and rolled on the
ground, :

Parting again, they ran on, and for
some time raced about the camp, ini-
tating the play of the boys and young
men, trying to get an idea as to whete
the best horses were. Near one pf the

R wds




[tépees, they saw & pen in which were
three fine horses, one of which Yana.
jrecognized as his own; and they de-

jtermined to. take them first,

. When most of the people had gone
Lto their tents, the fires had died down'
and the camp was more quiet, the pwo

Lenapes stole to the pen and made a
{hole m the side as noi

(8ible, Two of the horses were secured
lwithout any difficulty but the
|was wild and made so much noisethat
the owner, a chief, came
tepee 1o see what caused the disturh-

S

ance and lost his life and scalp for so

doing,

The horses were led 10 a place be-

yond the last tepee and Yana and his
‘comrade retufned for more plunder.
Passing a tent where 2 group of their
toes were gambling near a fire thev
lay down and watched the game
through an opening made by a rajsed
flap of the {ent, Yana’s companion
hecame so interested in the game that
(he began to. bet with Yana on the
results and lost every time.

Finally, not being able 1o control
his anger anyl longer, he called the
‘man who held the bone outside and
after taking him beyond the range of
light caused by the fAre, he chided
| him for waking him losc and tock his
life and scalp, causing Yana to drag
{ him away and they hastily mounted the
kors=s they had secured and rede ra-

pidly  to the rendevous where they
fourd the balance of the party with
severil lhorses, three squaws and a

scalp ag fruits of the night’s adventure.
Twe of them reported that one of
the squaws had been taken from a
tenee where a scalped ma'w lay ot
| side; pussibly the owner of rhe horses
[that Yana had taken. The tent was
probably raided while Yana and his
comrade were betting on  the gam-
bling a short distance mway,
]_ 'l_;he party were soon mopunted, re-

forded the river and were 2 long dis-
tance from the encampinent before the
work «of the raiders was discovered.
They suspected who were responsible

for their losses and decided that the
Lenni Lenapes over  whom Ogontz |
presided should suffer  severely  for

their ‘audacious acts.
A Warm Reception

In Iegs than two days Yana and his
band were received at “Genesee
jubilation not only because they had
returned in safety with fruits of the
raid, but because they had wiped -out
the disgrace and chagrin that had re-

sulted from the raids upon their own
home village These are but a4 few of
the episades in the records of Gene-

see on, the Wingohockdng, across which

the old Redman’s Trail ran.
It s well to recall that there were
no  newspaners, railroads and others

wife are talked pf in these days

news-spreading devices that are coni-
mon in these days, therefore, the re-
turn of a raiding party with plunder
was talked about longer in those days
by the villagers than the stealing of a
million  dullars and another man's
rush and worry, .

elessly as pos-,
third

ot oF the | junior chiefs
r 2 L ]

with

War Clouds

Amidst the jubilations over the safe
return of the raiding party under
Yona, Chief Ogontz and his advisers
sat in council and debated what would
be the outcome of the raid, They knew
the disposition of Black Fo% [Inali),
the chief of the tribe that had been
daided and presumed that he would

not calmly submit to the stealing of|

his horses and the wife of one of his|
and that a speedy re-
venge would be planned and attempt-
ed.

Just what form this would take was|
a question that was carefully consid- |
cred but all semed to agree that it
would. be on'a large scale; possibly an
attempt to annihilate the willage and
its people would be made and that

' speedily, while the blood of their foes

was hot.
Feverish Preparations

Scouts were sent out with instruc-
tions to get a line on the activities of
Black Fox and his warriors and re-
port at once if preparations for war
were started; at the same time Ogontz
ordered his own flint workers to in-
crease the implements as rapidly as
possible.

In four or five days one of the
scouts returned with the informiation
that Black Fox was mustering and in-|
structing his fighting force and that!
the entire camp was gathering war|
mplements, provisions and other ne-!

cessities of a warpath venture, Scalp
and wiar dances were held while he
was reconnoitering and that the en-

tire people seemed to be worked up
into a frenzy for war.

] This report, confirming the views of
| Ogontz and his chiefs, inctreased the
|

|

|

gctivities of the Genesecans for the
defense of their village and led the
chiefs to plan how best to meet the
attacks made Ly codes pr methods
used by various chiefs, One of these

| methods was to surround the villige
and wait till all were asleep and themw
steal into huts and lodges and do their
bloody. work as swiftly as possible he-
fore an alarm could be given: Another
method was to attack the center of
the village if it was a long ane (such
as Genesee), and while in the midst of
festivities overcome the leaders and
then cledn ot the village by dividing]
forces and destroying both wings at|
the same time or by  kecping their
forces together destroy one wing and
then repeating with the other

Knowing the methods used by Black
Fox in other campaigns Ogontz de-
cided that he would pge the last plan
and that an attempt wotld be made to
take the center of the villige, where
the council chamber and chiefs’
houses were situated, by an attack in
the rear, over the hill, now Belficld
|farm, and up the ravine leading from
(Wister's  Hollow. His men were!
drilled to resist such an attack Dot
provision was also made to meet ns-
saults from other directions. By sig-
nals agreed upon groups would be
called from different points (o the cen-)
ter of atfiack.

It was also planned to have the
council fire blazing and dances tale
place in front of the Council howse
that the attackers might be led to he-
lieve that thelr presetice wus UnNRis-
pected. Instructions were given to)
the squaws of the willage as to what

@

to do if certain emergencies arose, A
when an’ attack was made they musl
hasten to the lower part of the village
and in the event of defeat they were
to flee southward toward the camp w
Rising Sun. _
The Great Battle of 1600
Three days mfter the first scout re=!

ported another rode hurriedly ‘inte
camp and reported to Ogontz that
Rlack Fox had forded the Suosque-
hanna, with fully! 500 mounted, and

well atmed warriors and many pack:

horses carrying provisions and addi-
tional war implements and were all
headed towprd Genesee. It was late

in the afternoon when he arrived and
he expressed the opinion that they
would make an attack upon the village
the night of the following day. !

Black Fox and his chiefs had  de-!|
cided upon a massed central attack,
the location and details of the surs
froundings of Genesee being well
known to some of them, but they real-
ized that complete success would de-
perd  in & large measure upon their
ability to make a surprise attack while|
the Lenapes were off their guard,
They understoed - that in  peaceful
times therg were ’}nxt few important!

events in the |iigof a camp like Gen-
csew, and ‘that subilation over a sue
cessiul rid wonld take differeng forms
fgr several dayvs and nights

Feeling that so much depended on
| the €lgment 6% surprise in their expe-
ah, scouts or outriders were sent
ad and bevond their fanks, but
¢ Lenape scouts eluded them. When
they halted for and food after
ldaving the Susquehanna miany miles
in the rear two of the warriors were
ibitten by rattlesnakes and after proper
treatment they were left behind to
care for themselves until the return
of the war party, for Black Fox felt
the need of every man in the com-
pany.

rest

Indian Strategy
When they arrived within about four|
miles of Genesee they halted, divided
their horses inte droves of 100 each

| and picketed each drove some dis»

tance apart covering a line of nenrly
two miles, that, if they were discove|
ered the size of the force would not be
known and if defeated only one drove
would be captured. Two Indians were
left in charge of each drove,

The plan was to start at sunset ani
raich Genesee an hour or so later. All|
details were  discovered by a|
daring, Lenape who enclosed himseh
in the bark of a tree stump about eight|
feet high, and guessing where they
would halt stood perfectly still for |
over an hour, being taken for the
stump of a tree with an uneven ton
With care he moved away but one
warrior in the brush thought he s.'u\'l
someihing move and walked around
the trees and his bark outlit, looking
for the moving object before rejoining
his companions. The Lenape fnally)
worked himself to a plate of haf.vt}'l‘
genr where his well drilled horse wasy
kying down and speeded to the camp
wheére he told Chief Owgontz what ht'.’
had difrovered. ; ’

Alter learning the location of the
droves of herses (Ogoniz selected ten
of his braves aud told them to keep|

ihese

themselves in readineds to ride out to
fhe western-most. drove if they sawithe




Datde was goingin V8 oF the Lenapes;
overconie the guards and bring the
horses into camp. Ogontz feeling that
he had outguessed -Black Fox so far
iin his plans, felt that he could con-,
tinie to do so when the attack was
made and was confident that the fight
would result in their favor- This con-
fidence he imported to his chiefs and
men and they awhited the hour of at-
|tack with a feeling of restrained assur-{
ance at the same time realizing that
some of them would bite the dust be-
fore victory was won. BSome of the
thoughtful ones watched the sun as it
sank below the western horizon with)|
the question in their minds,- “Would
the (Great Spirit be on their side in
the conflict that wns just ahead?

As the night shades lowered the
twotnen and children made their way
to the lower end of the camp, some
perhaps, with fear in their hearts,
while others wished they might take
their place in the line of battle and
cover themselves with glory. The
council and other fires were kindled
by the reserves and a little dancing
indulged in while they kept their eyes
on their weapons of war lying nearby,
The warriors took their assigned
pluces at the front, some behind large
horse-hide shields, carricd by one of
their comrades, from behind which at
least three conld shoot and at the
same time be partially protected from |
the flying larrows of their foes. It
should be remembered that pcm--.h‘r.'l
was unknown to the Indians at this
| time,
' The Fatal Attack
The braves had hardly taken thewr
positions before they became aware
of the near presence of other humans,
instinet, well-known signs and mani-
festations told them that their foes
were at hand and they prepared them-,
selves for the impact. The enemy not
having come in cantact with sentries,
were convinced that their presence
was not known by the Lenapes andas
they heard 'the sound of dance and
song in the wvalley below they threw
aside their customary caution and ad-
vanced in large groups umtil they

were in the midst of Belfield farm—|
now the site of Laballe College—just
bevond the ridge that overlocked the
vamp.

Just at this moment certain sounds
weré heard, and a group of Lenapes
ran. ouy from the right wing of their!
line and set fire to piles of brush along|
what is now known as Belfield woods
{Boy Scout Camp Grounds); at the
game time ull lires in the village were
extinguished. The light in the rear of
the Lenapes was thus removed while
the blazing piles of brush in the rea:
of the Susquehannas made of them
gasy targets for the arrows of the de-
fenders.

With a yell storms of arrows were
shot at the invaders as the shield bear-
ers pushed forward toward the foe
After the first shock of surprise had
passed the invaders, realizing thgll
they were in a trap, let loose g terrific
vell, which expressed rage, yenom and
determination to sell their lives as
tdearly as possible, They returned the
|arrow fusillade of their foes with one
requally a8 hitter hut not as effective,
for the leadpes were protected by
theit shiclds, y
| Then: led by
gripped their bone daggers and stone
| hatcliets and_ charged the defenders;

their chicfs they

Phese came drdin Behind theie  dhields
nnd met the invaders' onslatght with
|similar weapons and (he hloody hand
to-hand fight was on, Parrying and
lnnging, retreating and then dashing
forward again the bitter contesy waged
for many minutes and many fell on
each side,

One duel of tnusual interest took
place over near the burning brush be-|
tween Yona and Sinasta, the young
raiding chiefs who were largely re-
sponsible for the bhttle that was now
raging., They fought ferociously, real-
1izing that it was a fight to a finish.
As they velled and lunged at each
other and turned aside the thrustsand
strokes aimed at them, others became
interested in the duel and some from
each side scemed to Dbe trunsfixed at
ithe ferocity and skill of the comba-
tants. Finally Yona by a swift spring
to the right was enabled to bring his
hatchet down upon the lifted arm of his
opponent, knocking the dagger from
his hand and then, with, a lightning-
like thrust set his own knife into the
vitals of Sinasta. With another rapid
stroke he removed the scalp of the
fallen one and with a triumphant vell
waved it above his head, |

The Retreat

This started the retreat which!
proved to be a costly one, for in :|.it(‘5
of the loss of mpny of their comrades
the Tenapes fought with a. fury that
amazed the invaders and caused them
to leave the field in haste, followed bhv
the arrows and vells of the wvictors: |
When the retreating warriors reached
the old Redman’s Trail, near where
Richard Townsend later built his mill, |
they came in contact with a contingent |
from the encampment on the Tacony,
they having received a late message of
the expected attack, Here many oth-
ers met their death, dying on the Old
Trail.

They pushed on townrd their horses |
but when those who remained who!|
owned the western-most drove reached|
the place where they had been pic-]|
keted they found the bodies of the
two braves left in charge, but thg
‘horses were on their way to Genesee.
They then hurried to the next group,
and all who had escaped the slaughter
were soon mounted and riding rapidly
toward the Susquehanna. \
| Among those wounded was Black
‘1-\-,.‘:' and he expired as they neared
|
i

the river, after he had requested that)
his botdy be wrapped in his war blan-|
ket, weighted with heavy stones and;
placed in a deep spot in the river. His|
request was complied with,  Shortly
after the return of the defeated \v,:r-!

riors, they broke camp and moved
about forty miles north.
After the Battle

That night was a busy Ohe In Gen-|
csee: their own wounnded were brought |
it and- cared for: the dead were ;.E'llh';
cred together and counted. It was|
found that victory had been secured |
at la heavy cost and the exultation ev-
er the :_-'.]1("_"'hhl"ll outcome of the b;l.l-.
tle was mingled with sorrow for the|
slain ones and their kin. In such a|
baltle much war material was used on:
both sides, 1. T%. Watson i his An-
nals says: “The quantity of Indian
arrowheads, spears and hatchets, all
of fling=and stone and attached to wonod-
e or withe handles, still plonghed up)
in the fields is great, T have seen |
same of o heap of two hundred to-|
igether, in g circle of the size of a
{hushel; some of them, strange to say,’

are’ those from chalk beds. and not at
all like the flint of our part of the
country.”™ Possibly some of these
were lmong those that were brought
from bevond the Susquehanna by the!
*nvaders. !

I such large numbers were
plonghed up on the battlefield over
two hundred years after the battle,
[how many there must have been Iy~
'ing around the day after the contest
took place!

The bodies of the invaders were
gathered, large pyres were built on
the field of battle, the torch applied,
and as the odor and smoke from the
burning piles swept over Genesee, the
griei of those who were mourning the
loss of kin was assuaged.

The day following the burning Bf
the bedies of the foe the funeral of the
Geneseeans was held, It was a moutns|
ful procession that passed through |
the encampment and aut onto the Old)
Trail, turning west and slowly moy-
ing toward the buryingeground which!
was located at what is now School-
house' lane and Wissahickon pvenue
The bodies were buried in a sitting
posture which explains the shott
length of the “mounds” that were wis-
ible until reeent years, War imple-
| ments and other articles were buaried
with the fallen warriors.

Some of the mounds were évidently
leveled by the Hessians during the
Germantown campaign of 1777 or 177
years afier the Imdian batile

The late E+ W, Clark buiit his home,
“Cloverly,” on part of this ground in
1859 and lived there until his death in
1904. The house and stuble were torn
plan to have guides escort visitors ov-
er historic Germantown next some
mer, while Major Allen spoke of the
plins under way to boomn the town.
down and the lot given to the city by
the' children of Mr. Clark, for a rest
park, in memory ‘of their father, It
is now known as “Cloverly Park"

[n @ letter to the writer of this
sketeh, Herbert L. Clark, one of the
sons, safd: “I understand that in dig-
wing the foundations for the house and!
table  a  number of bullets  were
‘und, Dbeing relics of the Buattle of
fermantown, and a%o a nunibeér of
mdian arrowhbeads, 1 do not remem-
er ever having heard from my fa-
her of any Indian burials in the rear.”

The letter of’ Mr, Clark indicates
that the missiles of death of the red
man of 1600 and the white man of
1777 mingled in the old Indian burial
ground on the Redman’s Trail, Next
week, the victory parade on the Old
Trail.

i Nﬂte

i In response to querics, we wish to
:rc_;Jcat what we saiul at the beginning
of the sketch, that the North Ameri
1ean Indizns, of which the Leani Len-
| tives were a branch, were of a differ-
jent race than were the Mayas, {he
I?.'.-lpcvtecs, the Toltecs and the Aztecs,
{who succeeded each other m South
and Central America and in Mexito

Some of the latter may have oinzher
with. the: North American race  near
the Rio Grande which may explain
somie of the customs they had in com-
mon.  But a comparison of the Ma-
vans and the Indians who roamed av-
er what became the United States, in-
dicate that they did not have a com:
mon ancestry. The same may be sajd
of the Eskimos,




Chapter Seven i

Victory Celebration

A few days after the burial ol the
braves, scouts brought to Chief Ogontz
the information that their foes were mov-
ing their village fartlier north, thus indi-
cating that they had learned a lesson and
that there would be no further attempts
in the near future to renew the attack
upon the Lenapes of Geneseee When
this news reached the cars of the people a
movement was started among the voung-
er braves to celebrate the victory and
soon. the entire village got behind the
plan; then i council the matter was |
discussed and plans formulated to make |
the demonstration as imposing and mean-
ingful as possible,

When the plans and days were decided
upon invitations were sent to the neigh-
boring tribes of Lenapes to attend and
participate in thé celebration which might
continue several days, We have looked
in vain for a copy of the invitations sent
ont. They may have been delivered ver-
bally and would doubtless include an ac-
count of the battle and victory, including
the losses on both sides, the migration
north of the invaders and a partial state-
ment of what would be attempted in the
festivities. FEach encampment was re-
quested to send its athletes, orators, sing-
ers, paraphernalia, costumes, etc, for
dances, parade and other events of the
celebration.

Demonstration Parade

It must be remembered that street pa-

rades and mummers’ antics were not orig-
inal with the whites of this land, for
 the Indians who preceded them for cen-
! turies made use of these features in their
| feasts and other festivities. I the “New
Year's Mummers” were to read cavefully
the records ol Indian celchrations they
wonld discover some stunts that, if pulled
off on Broad strest, wounld dmaze and
please the spectators, This i3 a source
of information that mummers have ev-
idently neglected,

Abcut noon of the first day of the the
celebration contingents from the Rising
Sun, Wissahickon and Chestout il en-
campments had assembled at the cross

tradls (Main street and School lane),
while those frofn Tacony, Frankford
Creele and several from farther east

gathered at the other cross trails (York
poad and Church lane). The plan was
(to march ‘over the Central or Church
ane section of the “Old Trail,” pass each
wother, and then form at the Wingohoclk-
g (DBelfield avenue), for the general
parade through the village. This major
parade was to be led by the warriors
swho had been in the battle, headed by
Ognnt: and his staff.

The start was made by each section so?

that the head of each section would pass
¢ach other at the junction of the village
‘strect and the Old Trail where the fight-
ing warriors and other Geneseeans were
Jdined up along the trail. It was a great
gollection of Indian ponies, Indian cos-

tumes with their beaded work and hand |

painted designs, and Indian blankets with
their primitive patterns. The features
and bodies of the braves were figured and
-disﬁgurcd in the latest style with paint,
ochre and oil, There may have been a
Peale or an Oakley among them, but
their work was mt put into a permanent

'form; hence it 'disappeared at the next |

‘bath,

The feathers used in It_iac war Ixﬁ

nets apoke_ of t&e_ denh

horses” tails.

‘costumes were completely covered with
brilliant colored ones ‘whmh made daz-
zling spectacles when the sun shone upon
them. Makisinikewinini (Moccasin Malk-
er), led the section from Tacony. “Malk"
was a tall, athletic Inoking chief, with
|bonnet and feather streamers of huge
proportions. He rode his richly capari-
soned steed with majestic dignity, which
indicated that he appreciated the posis
tion he Held. Tis staff was composedt of
chiefs who had distinguished themselves
either in war, diplomacy or the hunt.
They were mounted on horses that seen-
ed to understand the importance of the
occasion for they held their heads high.

The section coming from the west was
commanded hy Songitche, meaning
stronghearted, and he looked his name!
He was from the camp of the Lower
Wissahickon and a braver, stronger¥
hearted chief had never appeared among |
his people than he,
also composed of
riors,

As the leaders of the two sections
came opposite each other they gave the
famous tomahawk salute. At this time
they were dignity personified. No com- |
manders of yvast armies were more mil«q
itary in their bearing than were these
chiefs as they rode on the Redman's
Trail in 1600, The members of the staffs
also saluted. Their salute included a.
raising of the bodv as & rider today
would rise in his stirrups,

Notable Features

There was a.!arge number of horsemen
in the parade in addition to many groups
afoat.  After the salutations of the
chiefs were over some marvelous feats
were performed, by the horsemen as they
came opposite the Geneseeans, who were
watching with much interest the proces-
sions, passing in each direction, as they
waited to fall in line to lead the parade
‘through the village.

Two horsemen were seen’ doing the
spinaround their horses’' hodies, trying
hard te beat their rival in speed. Flow
they controlled themselves and kept from
strikine their heads on the ground is a
mystery. This feat was greeted with
shouts of approval from the spectators.
One yaung [ellow stood upright on his
horse's head.
heen trained to this act for it held its
neck rigid while cnmmumg to walk., This

famously brave war-

stimt was also vigorously approved. We !

would like to see some of the riding |
mummers Wit their top hats and dinky
whips, try to pull off such stunts on
New Year's Day or Hallowe'en, If they
were compelled to there would hie few
ridine marshals and bombastic aides.
\*Hr?_v all of the riders turned around
and rode with their faces toward their
One or two balanced them-
selves on their sterns and spun around
like tops. One supple rider thus balanced
himself and then put his right leg around
his neck, but when he 1rmi to put his
cther leg around, he lost his balance and
slid off his horse’s back, cansing those
who were watching to think an injury
was in store for him: but, as usual, he
landed on his feet like a cat. ‘We would |
like to see a stout socicty dame trv that |
feat on the floor. There certainly would |
be a puffing which would exceed that |
of "Old Tronsides.,” Of course there were
scores of other tricks peérformed; the

foregoing were the unusual ones record- |

ed. If a couple had only worn top hats |
and dinky coats the}' wmﬂd have caused |
a laugh a mile Iong, and perhaps a riot.
The marchers were not fermr to the |
ﬂm acts they

Songitche’s stafl was!

The animal had evidently -

handsprings, flip-flops, etc., but the pas

raders on Redman’s Trail would have

scorned doing such Ikindergarten move-
ments.
mon feat. One ran and turped a double
front air-spring, landing in front oi the
chief’s squaws as gracefully as a cat,
much to their pleasure. Features of one
group of young warriors were reproduc-
ticns of hand to hand conflicts they had
engaged in with notable foes. There were
several tom-tom and singing groups
among the visitors, while many scalps
veere displayed on spears,

We have written at length of this pa-
rade on the Qld Trail becausc it was a
brilliant pageant, exceeding in spectac-
ular features the Meschianza of 1778 and
was many times larger and of more im-
portance than the political furnouts i

later years, with their cheap torches, oil.

cloth capes and sixteen cent caps, Some
of these were led by pood ald “Sam"
Toeh, who when he wanted his men to
do the wheel on the Old ‘Trail, would

bellow out in a stentorian tone, "Cum

roundt like a pate, eum!”

We have also been carefu! to note sothe

of the features of the parade that, if it

'should ever be produced by the residents
and Indians of the trail of the present
day. they will have pen pictures of part
of it to start with.
Parading Through Genesee

By the time the different sections head~
ed by Makisinikewinini and Songitehe
had returned to the junction of the trail
and lane that ran through Genesee, the
Geneseean horsemen were mounted
ready to lead the visitors through the
village. The addition of one hundred or
more horses, as a result of the hattle; to
the village's stock made this company a
formidable one and it was with a proud
lock that Ogontz rode 1o the head of
it, after inviting the lead visiting
chiefs to fall in with his l'tar.g

"We wish we could present io the read-
ers nf this sketch pictures of this pro-
cession as it passed through the beantis
ful Wingohocking valley. There were no
cross roads, bridges, dumps or quarries
to impede the progress of the paraders
or to mar the beauty of the anroundingu.
At each tepee and house there were tro-.
phies of the war path, the lunt and of

‘ lindustry in the form of implements, slkins,

| baskets, mats and blankets. The display
of skins was a rich one.

How the people did shout and vell as
their braves rode by, some with their
first latirels and scalps of victory) These
shouts were answered by *he triumphant
yells of the visitors who vied with each
other as eroups, in noise making. The
valley has since wWitnessed large picnic
parties, steeplechasing groups, tablet’ un-
yeiling demonstrations and streams of
autonobiles, but methinks, they would
have to go same and then more too, o

get within hailing distance of the wvic-

tory celehration of 1600.

After the homie riders had passed

Wthrough the village they returned to the
center throuzh a Tane lined on hoth sides |

with wvisitors ' who velled themselves
hoarse as they unstintingly acclaimed the
victorious legion. Tf there were any enwvy
or jealousy in their hearts toward the
(victars it was not manifested during this
day of days in the historv of Genesee)
instead comradeship, unrestrained cordi-
[ality and admiration prevailed. '

Hopping on one hand was a come

w

i~



Other Features

After the victors had saluted and re-
passedd Ogontz and his staff, who had |
stationed themselves on their horses op-
posite the bip rock at the curve of the
stream, which gave them a view up and
down the valley, they dispersed, and, with
the visitors, stationed themselves on the
wooded hillsides near the council sguare
where other events were to take place.
The hills on each side of the valley at
this point, with a level surface in the
center, which was tsed as an arcna, made
a natural outside theatre.

We cannot describe all the events that
took place during the afternoon. Space
farbids. The horse bucking, short horse
dashes, in which success depended alto-
gether on a quick getaway, and daring
bare-back riding won the approval of the
crowd. The feats performed in the pa-
rade were repeated, some in competition,
as the different encampments had cham-
‘pions {or nearly all events.

An interesting feature was the contest
among the bowmen, first at targets from
different positions of the body and dis-
tances, and then the vertical shooting.
This was done from a ring drawn in the
center of the arena, about nine feet in
diameter. The bowmen would stand or
kneel in this cirele and shoot into the
air, the object being to have the arrow
return as near to the center as possible

This required keen judgment in the turn-
ing of the arrow and the velocity of the
wind. The brave who won this was Aw-
inita (Young Deer), of the Lower Wis-
sahickon camp, whose three arrows all
fell within the cicle, one very near the
center.

There were also wrestling and running
contests, some of the latter being hur-
dles, in which the agile forms of the
Indians were displayed to fine advan-
tage.

As Yana's victory over Sinasta had
been talked about quite freely among the
people a request was made that the con-
test be re-emacted by Yana and one who
had witnessed it. The request was com-
plied with, Yana using the same wea-
pons he used in the battle and his oppo-
nent using Sinasta’s, which had been pre-
served. The contest was purposcly pro-
fonged, Sinasta's substitute being a quick
and sensoned fighter. As the fight pro-
{ gressed the spectators drew as near to
the arena as they were allowed, and as
Yana made his tiger-like springs and fa-
tal thrust and the substitute (who was
r good actor) fell to the ground, a tu-

multuous uproar followed and Yana was
acclaimed a worthy champion of his race,
| Eats or Refreshments

After these events the visitors scatiered
| to the various lodges and houses where
they had been invited to stay, The visit-
ing chiefs were the guests of Chief
Ogontz and his staff. The evening meal
was served in the council chamber, the
committee in charge of the affair bcir}g
Gonwasgongiven, Nakaspgonam, Nehewit-
sin, amnd Zelogelas, These were not
Welshwomen, as the names might indi-
cate, but the wives and daughters of the
leading chiefs.

The wife of Ogontz wore her hair
guite, neatly arranged, with small braids
on each side of her head, while several
ornaments dangled from her ears. She
wore a jacket or skirt made of buck-
skin ornamented with rows of small
shells and around her neck were two or
three strings of beads. Y.

Ganonlewenon, the voungest waitress.was
amazingly attired. TTer hair was wrapped
around a corncob that stood uprieht on

her head. She wore a corsage miade of
transparent material, while her skirt and
moceasing were dved scarlet. She wore
armléts covered with shells and a band
around her forehead was similarly arna-
mented. They performed | their duties
gracefully and: won the admiration and
approval of the distinguished puests. We
fail to find a menu card of the occasion
among our Indian relics. We had in-
tended to speak in this chapter of the
dances which took place in the ‘evening
but will have to defer it to the next
chanpter,

Chapter Eight

Dancing
while data could have

e,
ano VW

Some worth
been written

arr game,

{ with at least a dozen entric 5, the ob-

ject being to shoot as many arrows in
the air as possible hefore the first one
touched the ground,  The majority
had six to their credit, two had seven,
but the winner was Salili (Squirrel),
who had nine in the air
in his bow #hen the
down, This game called
and accuracy of action. Many other
games were entered into with  zest
during the celebration, hut we have
not the space to describe all of them.
Dancing entered into the recreation,
amusement, religious ceremonies and
celebrations of not only the Lenni
] bur of zl] t 1 f the
all

nstrumental

and another
lirst one came
[or quickness

th Amierican
hem
musie

bath

vocal [
were introduced.

One writer said: “These dances
consist of about four different steps
which constitute the different steps
which constitute all the dilferent var-
ieties, but the figure and forms of
these scenes are very numerous and
produced by the most violent jumps
and contortions accompanied by the
songs and beat of the drum, which
are given in exact time with their mo-
tions, Ft has been said by some tra-
velers that the Indian has neither har-
mony nor melody in his music, but I
am unwilling to subseribe to such an
assertion, although 1 grant for the
most part of their wvocal exercises
there is a total absence of what the
musical world would call melody;

their songs being made up chiefly of

a sort of violent chant of harsh and
jarring gutterals, of wvelps and barks
and screams, which are given out . in
perfect time, not only method (but
with  harmeony) in their
There are times, too, when the Indian
lies down by his fireside with his
drum in his hand, which he lightly
and most mmperceptibly touches over
as he accompanies it with his stifled
voice of dulcet sounds that might
come from the most tender and deli-
cate female® f
The Indians seemed {0 have dances
for everything: before and after ward
path experiences, after a hunt, har-
vest dances, and some just for amuse-
ment. Through it was of-
fered, appeals made  to the Great
Spirit, and visitors and strangers
were honored and entertained liy the
dance, :
"Instead of the ‘giddy maze' of the
hugging spin, the lemon squeeze, the
turkey trot, and other white men's
clussics, enlivened by the cheering
smile and reciprocating clinch of
h:.llf-mbc:] and silken beauty, the In-

worship

Lare held, various kindy of dancing are

madness.” |

dian ‘pertorms s réunds with jumps
{m_cl starts and yells, much to the sat-
istaction of his own exclusive self and
infinite amusement of the gentler sex,
wlio are always onlookers, but sel-
dom allowed so great a pleasure or
so signal an honor as that of joining
with their lords in this or any other
entertainment.” y
Still White Women Dance

In one aspect of dancing the white
men of today imitate their red men!
predecessors, for they now dance
upon nearly all occasions, When
(rermantown observed the one hun-
dred and fiftieth anniversary of the
Battle of Germantown a Colonial hall
had a prominent place on the pro-
gram during which some of the gen-
eral committee distinguished them-
stlves by the grace with which they
danced the minnet and the Virginfa
reel,

When Fourth of July celebrationsl
intruduced, at banquets and ordinary
suppers the floor is very often
cleared and dancing indulged in, bt
these dances are tame in comparison
with those that took place in Genesee
on the Old Redman's Trail in 1600

We recall a street dance that took !
place  here in Germantown some
moons since which differed somewhat !
from those that took place on the
banks of the Wingohocking, We pre-
sume that one of the things that
would have amazed an Indian wom-
an had she Touked over the shoulders
of the spectators was when two white
squaws, one a grandmother, with
four story heels, started the moon!
dance together hecausé the white |
bucks were not brave enough to offer
their assistince. We repeat, how tame
werg ”‘I(‘Q{“ €1QTYFI'R 111 l’(."lll'lh']]'i"'\")}l \'fil]i
those that took place in Genesee af-
ter the hour of refreshments and rest
had expired! Severa] of these it is
mir purpose to describe.

The Corn Dance

Corn was esteemed among the Tn-
dians as a kind of divine grain; a spe-
cial gift of the Great Spirit, and in
their race language they called it
Mon-da-men, or the Spirit's grain,
for they believed that the first stalk
of corn came down from the sky in
full tassel as an answer to the prayer
of a young hero at the end of his
manhood’s fast. This gift was 30
needful to man that every year when
the harvest of corn was ripe—not dry
| —a Thanksgiving [Feast was held, at
which the tribe held its sacred Dance
of the Corn, one of the most beauti-
ful of their dances

When the ear was full grown the
| women who raised the corn would
for several days take ears to the Mys-
tery Men it the Conneil Chamber
and they would decide whether the
corn was ripe or not, the women not
being permitted to open the huosks,
When it was decided that the corn
was fully ripe, invitations would be
sent to all the tribe to gather on &
certain day, witness the dance and
partake of the corn feast, which
wanld last for several davs, when
nearly all the corn would he con-
sumed, only enough being left for the
next season’s planting. All these pre-
limimaries had been performed and
the first of the corn dances was to be
held on the night of the "Victory
Celebration.”
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of four poles ormamented with ears
and stalks of corn—four was the si-
cred number, Under this bower 4
tire was built, and over the fire a
kettle ‘hung, suspended from the
crossing of the poles and flled with
the first green corn that was
| offered to the Great Spirit.

While

| the water was boiling, four Mystery |

i Men, their bodies painted white, and
| each bearing a stalk of corn in one
| hand and a mystic rattle in the oth-
| er, danced around the pot singing
songs of thanksgiving: and a circle
[of chosen warriors also ‘with stalks
of corn in their hands danced in an
{extended circle outside, singing the
{song of Thanksgiving (which was
particularly appropriate at this time).

The rest of the people were specta-
tors,

W hile the dancing continued,
| wooden bowls with horn spoons were
laid out on the ground from which
the people were to feast. When the
Mystery Men decided the corn was
sufficiently bailed, the dancing and
singing were stopped, the kettle was
taken down, the ears were removed
and laid on a little framework of
sticks built over the fire. Then the
dancing began again and continued
while the: corn was thus being con-
sumed, When nothing but ashes re-
mained, these were offered to the
Great Spirit, The fire itself was re-
moved, and the ashes were buried,
50 that no creature should use them.

A new fire was quickly stirted to
hoil the corti for the tribe and wvisi-
tars on the very spot where the old
one had been and the next kettle of
corn  was soon cooking. - The frst
to  partake of the feast were the
chiefs, the Mystery Men and the
warriors; and then the whole people
were served. There was no merrier
time 11 the wear than the Feast of
the Corn of Thanksgiving. Tt was
quite appropriate that this dance and
[feast should be part of the Victory
{ Celebiration. When the invitations to
(the feast were sent out upon ordin-
|ary occasion it was stated that the
people  should come with  empty
stomachs.

Welcome and Other Dances

The corn dance was followed by
the welcome dance, which was given
in honor of. the visitors in camp and,
out of respect to the persons to whom
they | expressed this |welcome, the
musicians and all members of the en-
campment rose to their feet and
stood while it was being danced.

There was at first a lament for
those who died in the battle bpt it
ended in a gay and lively and cheer-
ful step, while they are announcing
that the friends to whom they were
directing it were received into the
places that were left vacant,

Then there was the warriot's dance
accompanied by the war song, one
of the verses being:

I am proud of being at homel

I am proud, O Yana | am proud,,

A framewnrk or bawer was made

to be’

‘dies.

I am at home—my enemy run

T am proud, I am proud, O Yanal

There were several other dances
before the scalp dance took place,
which was the closing event of the|
evening. This was danced on at
least ten nights following the battle.

Scalping

Scalping a dead enemy was a pe-
culigrity of the North American If-
diany and was practiced by all tribes.
We have found no satistactory ex-
planation of the beginning of this
practice among this people. Various
guesses have been made and state-
ments printed about how chiefs and
pthers are ranked according to the
number of scalps they could display
which explains why on certain days
scalp poles were raised above wig-
wams that contained the number of
scalps the owners had taken,

The scalp consisted of that part
of the skin of the head covering the
bump of esteemm and no other part
of the skin was considered ag part
of the scalp although bther parts
were removed to arnament war im-
plements, garments and horses’ bri-
The Indians have been charged
with  brutality for secalping people,
but none were intentionally scalped |
while living, although some who had
been stunned or had [ainted have|
‘heen known to have lost their scalps
and fully recovered from the eifect.

When the warriors went on the
warpath it was expected they would
return with scalps and they were
closely scrutinized upon their return
to see if they carried these trophies
of victory. Tt will thus be under-
stood why an Indian would risk a
great deal to secure the scalp of a

jyman he may have shot ar a distance

and why women were scalped, there
being no difference in the appear-
ance of the scalps of the sexes. Oury
apinion of the origin of the habit of
scalping is that among the Mongol-
wns the queue was considered the
sign of nationality, of dignity and in
soime was anl expression of a certain
religions faith and that it was con-
sidered a disgracé to lose it. These
views were strictly held and the
quenes jealously guarded by all Chin-
ese until recent years,

The North American
ing descendants of the Mongolians,
as we explained i the first chap-
ter, thought to disgrace their ene-
mies by removing their queues and
keeping them intact by taking the
skin with them. After centuries had
passed the original meaning would
ve lost and they would only be con-
sidered as trophies of war. Stll,
in some tribes, after the scalps had
been exhibited in the dance and oth-
erwise, and the warriors had gotten
all the glory they could from them,
they were carefully buried, because
they had a superstitious fear that the
spirits of the owners would troubl
them wunless they did so.

The fact is that a great many mys-
terious forms among the Indians are
made clear by the acceptance of the
Mongolian descent iden and a study
of the yellow man’s history and ha-
hits,

Indians be-

The Scalp Dance

The scalp dance in Genesee follow-
ing the other dances was distinctly
the “Victory Celebration” event of
the evening. The Great Spirit had
been thanked far corn, the guests had
been welcomed and envertained and
.now victory was o be brought fnrth

and acclaimed. This duhce was #l-
ways danced hy the light of torches
just before retiring for the night

The warriors canre inta the eirele
of light, delivering themselves of
the most extravagant boasts of their
woanderful skill, strength and brave
ery in battle, while they brandished
their war weapons in their hands, A
numbef of yvoung women had been
selected to aid (although they did
not actually join in the dance) and
stepping into the centar of the ring
of lizht they held up the scalps that
had recently been taken, while the
warriors jumped around in a ecircle
brandishing their weavons, and hark-i
ig and yelping in the most frightful
manner, all jumping on both feet at
the same time with a simultaneous
stamp and blow and thrust of their
weapons, with which it would seem
as if they were actually cutting and
carving each other to pieces,

During these frantic leaps and
vells and thrusts every man distorted
his face to the utmost of his museles,
darting about his glaring eyeballs
and snapping his teeth and actually
breathing through his inflated nos-
trils the hissing death of battle, liv-'
ing over again the hot, frenzied ex-
citement of the hand to hand con-
flict. No description that we can
write will convey more than a feehle
outlive of the frightful effects of

' these scenes enacted, on the borders

of the Old Redman’s Trail, in the

' dead and darkness of night, which

lwwas brokem by the glaring light of

their blazing torches. |

Such scenes if witnessed by the
nerve-racked people of today would
play greater havoe with over-wrought
hearts and brains than earthquakes,
floods and other ecalamities that
come so oiten néar us. No wonder
the large assemblage that witnessed
the dance that night,near the-very
spot  where the battle had taken
place but a few nights before, were
impressively quiet, for they recalled
that but a few yards away was the
blood-soaked ground, and the ashes
of the bodies of those who had fal-
len in the fray.

This dance closed one of the most
memaorable days-—in the history of
Genesee and the wvillagers and their
guests retired wondering  what  the
morrow would bring forth hera o

Chapter Nine

The Sun Dance

In the previous chapter we spoke
of the corn, welecome, scalp and other
dances that were performed at night
by the Geneseeans and their guests.
There was one dance that ecould only
e danced when the sun was shining
and that was the sun dance, some-
times called the pipe or cn!umetl
dance. There were certain prepara-
tions for this danee which we will|
not stop ,to descrlbe and other actl- |
vities that could not be undertaken
until this dance had been glven In
himor of the sun—one manifeatation !
of the Great Spirit,

This sacred ceramony was only used
upon great occeasions—ta  strengthen
peace, or to declare war, ta honor
gome important person  or invited
guests, or to make public supplica-
tions, or rejolecing., The Myatery Men,
who were very often the healers and
priests of the tribe, uged it in thelr
incantations, The dance this day waa
performed in honopr of the guests and
for publie rejeicing. The pipe or cal-
umet used was especially prepared
for the occasion, having o large stem
which was elaborately, decoraled with
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