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OBSERVATIONS

While riding to work on the 7.43
this morning, I happened to overhear
a conversation, held by two gentle-
men, concerning our new Delaware
River bridge. After surreptitiously
observing these men, who were appar-
ently a type of highly trained office
clerks, I was surprised at the ignor-
ance contained in their remarks. The
gonversation, as I remember it, was
along these lines:

“What do you think of the Delaware
River bridge?”

“Oh, T zee that they have to dizcon-
tinue work on It until the Jersey pier
¢an he plumbed, on account of it be-
ing thirteen inches ont of line.”

“Yes, just lmagine thé thoughfless-
ness of engineers who would plan a
bridge that would do that!”

“I don't believe thet I will ever use

that bridge for I will always feel that !

it is unsafe,”

Thesa gentlemen would never have
made the foregoing remarks if they
had earefully read the article concern-
ing the bridge, which was printed in
our daily newspapers. The papers had

very minutely described the reason for | this old place, can imagine the md:'

the pler being out of plumb and the
reason therefor, but evidently these
men had simply looked at the photo-
graph, pictured, and read the sub-
seript and failed to accept the knowl-
edge offered them by reading the cont
plete article. As is often true, the
average reader scans the paper in the
game slipshod manner, missing en-
tirely the fundamental purpose of a
newspaper—EDUCATION,

While the Dusiness Men's Associa~
tion is comsidering ways and means of
improving our community, some acﬂm
should be taken to secure additlpn
police protection. Why can onr *.
nal police station not be used as a
sub-station of the Thirtyninth Dis-
trict? The cost of repairing this bufld-
ing, which is rapidly becoming an eye-
sore, should not be begrudged this lo-
cality, which has its share of taxes to |
pay and the people in it should cer-
tainly receive some return for their
money. If we want to sea a police-
man, who in this neighborheod Ws
become a curiosity, we have to pmﬂ&n'
ceed from the four corners of the town
to Ridge and Midvale avenues or Yo
Ridge and Allegheny avenues fo see
one. Doesn’t Butler know there is o
Falls? Why not call on the old Demﬂ
Dog? Toot your horn,

The filling in of the gronnd mte-
rounding the old Nuneviller home-
stead, on Nicetown lane, will withoﬁ:t
doubt, cause many a heart pang to
old residents of the Falls, The al
White Swan Hotel will probably dis
appear entirely. Who of the old I‘m
remember this place in the days of its
glory? Did you ever get a cool drink
from the pump in front? Whe of mr
younger generation, when ridiculing

times that once weré enjoyed them
by ue old fellows? And Nunni
baseball and football games—even Al
rican golf—will soon be things of the
past, and houses and business places
will be built on the old ground where
many happy hours were ?ent :
wheels of Progress grind on, an
memories of the past are only W
ed by our hopes of the future. ~'!
socm




Oue of the greatest problems which
confronts the Falls' Business Men's
Association is the natural topography
of the town. On one side it is hem-
med in by cemeterfes, on another by
the Schuylkill and on the third side
by the Wissahickon, The only way
in which the town can really expand
is to the east. Hventually, possibly
after many, many years, the handicap
presented by the cemeteries ecan be
eliminated, but this date is apparent-
Iy 80 far in the future that contem-
plation on the subject seems futile.

To date the building operations ,'

which are rapidly growing toward us |
from Germantown—that is, Queen
Lane Manor—have strictly adhered to
the rosidential type, which is an ad-
vantage to the Falls Business Men's
Assodiation.

Why not make some efforts to have
the people who reside in this section
shop in the Falls instead of being
practically compelled, by conditions,
to do the majority of their buying
quite a distance from home? |

‘With these thoughts in mind, the
writer respectfully submits the fol-
lowing suggestion to the Association,
or to any other resourceful person,
who can see a way clear to start
something:

On the north side of Midvale ave-
nue there is a tract of land about 100
feet deep, stretching east from the
Norristown Branch of the Reading
Rallroad to the Public Library. A
row of modern, conservative stores
along this eastern entrance fo our
town should attract people to our lo-
cality by their convenience,

The railroad offers an objection to
homes being built on the ground, in-
asmuch as most people object to the
noise, and the dirt which accumulates
in any home near the raflroad, while

the nearness of the station and the
rereasing number of commuters from |
dueen Lane Manor, who use the sta-
‘tion, would be an asset to the shop-
keepers, |
The high embankment in the rear
of this narrow strip of land is also
‘an objection 1o its being used for res.

Jections against a project of
kind, but if by offering this suggos-
tion I have planted a thought in the
mind of anyone interested in the sub-
ject 1 feel that I have accomplished
something,

— - FTals
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‘While Midvale avenue is torn up,
being repaved, it may be interes
to some of the Herald readers to know
that the man who piloted the first
street ecar over what is now known
as Route 75, is a member of the Falle
Business Men’s Association and that
his genial personality in serving the
devoted followers of My Lady Nico-
tine has and is still helping him store
up a nest egg for the future,

And, I'll wager, he doesn’t even
think there is among us one who re-
members the Big Boy as he pu.aha}l_-‘
on the hand brake of that little ai&-i
red four-wheeler, to prevent it from
running clear across the Ridze and
into the river. More power to you, |
Fred! May you live to see the Rox- .
borough elevated completed.

-« 9 @

I many years, just beyond the
northern end of Laurel Hill Cemetery,
was an old quarry, from the stona of
which many important bridees and
private and public buildings—the last
including the Blockley Almshonse and
the Bastern State Penitentiary—were
built. All that now remnins of tha
quarry is a rock—formerly white-
washed—a few feet in height and a
little more in length. This can he
seen to the south of the roadway now
known as Ferry street, which passes
from the Ridge to a point in the park,
Just above the stone bridga.

A story is told about this relic of
the old quarry, in explanation of ifs
never having been blasted away: It
marks the spot of the coming togeth-
er of the properties of Seott, Stoevar,
and MeGowan, neither of whom was
willing to allow it ta be removed un-
less the others would agree that no
part of his domain should be invaded,
It was to be a “pound of flesh”—or
rather a pound of stone—or nothing.
The rock of contention is now within
the parl limits, and it is hoped that
it will be permitted to remaln as a
reminder of the old guarry. .




. Few persons, driving north on the

a; fest River driye, from the Strawber-

. rigon,

‘molition of the builldings, were com-

<into quinine.

‘the wood, the refuse is partly dried
‘and then sent to the dump.

i

ry Manslon trolley bridge to the rail- l
oad pridges, realize that less than |
fty years ago, a thriving village was ‘
Iocated along what is now such a
beautiful drive.

Cooksockey was a village which
owed Ils existence to the fact that
Simpson’s Mill—a calico print works
—was a little farther to the north, be-
tween the railroad bridges and the
Fells bridge.

Among the families who once dwelt
there the writer recalls the names of
the following: Grimes, Wilcox, Jar-
dine, Boyle, Rooney, Zimmer, Ma-
whinney, Breen, Gaffney, Binkham,
Primm, Shronk, Cullen, Harper, Mor- |
Conner, Childs, Cruse, and a
litile to the north-were the homes of
tha Peesls, Nolls and Dowdalls, Of
the latter family, Bernard was one of
the Falls of Schuylkill's historians.
All told, the village had a population
of about 200 people.

When Fairmount Park purchased
the property, some time in the nine-
ties, the mill was moved to Eddy-
gtone, Pa., and the inhabifants of the
surrounding village, through the de-

pelled to move.

Members of someé of these familles |
gtill reside in the Falls, and some of
them will, undoubtedly, recall numer-
ous happy hours spent in the lost vil-
lage of Cooksockey.

On Ridge avenne, opposite the
Queen lane pumping station, is a
dump, which is on the property of a
chemical manufacturing concern.

This place is utilized by the com-
pany to dispose of the refuse from the |
manuvfacture of guinine.

Quinine is derived from the bark
of the «chinchona free, which -is
ground and made into a mash, from
which a liquor is drawn, and by fur-
ther chemical processes transformed

After the liguor is axtracted from

It has always seemed feasibla to
riter that when thig vegetable
a8 decayed ‘sufficiently, with |

it wum\’be usadns s;tartmzﬂr a.m'.li

be of great value to agriculturists.

If experimentation would prove suc-
cessful in producing any satisfactory
result whereby this waste could be
eliminated, I feel that the pompany,
in addition to increaging the profits
from the increased production, would
benefit mankind in general, and “the
real estate now fised as a dump could
be used to better advantage.

The improvements made in the vi-
cinity of Cresson and Bowman sireets,
by the erection of individual garages
and the silo-equipped coal ¥ard,
bring back to memory many hours
spent, as a youth, in watching the
men working in Ruffner's, maklng
spring washers for railroad use.

It may be remembered by some of
the older folk that the Ruffners held
a patent for manufacturing the dou-
ble spring washers, used on rallroad
fish-plate bolts to prevent the loosen-
ing of the nut at the rall connections.

The simplicity of the machine that
formed these eight-shaped springs al-
ways was a source of interest to the
boys of the neighborhood.

Pieces of one-guarter inch square
rods, approximately six inches long,
were heated cherry red and thrust in-
to a machine equipped with a num-
ber of projecting pins, some of which,
when a lever was swung, while the
remainder stood statéonary, bent the
rods into the proper shape. While
gtill hot the springs were thrown into
an oil tank for tempering, On being
brought from the tank they were
spread upon plates of sheet iron and
the surplus oil burned off, which pre-
cess prevented any erosive action for
a long time.

At one time all of this type; of
spring used throughout the United
States was made at Ruffner's Works,
at the Falls,

For many years this property has
been in a very dilapidated condition,
and the changes which have been
made are without doubt to the ad-
vantage of the whol ecommunity.
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“How many times have You m
asked where or how the name Falls

of Schuylkill derivated? The follow- |

dng information may ald those who
gannot authentically answer the ques-
tion: .
‘Originally, a village, the Falls of
Schuylkill, once called Fort St. Davids,
‘was sitnated between the fourth and
fifth milestones on Ridge road—these
have long since been moved or lost—
gnd on the Schuylkill River, about
four miles above Fairmount Dam,
This village was one of the most pic-
turesque suburbs of Philadelphia,

On the Schuylkill, at a point where
the two railroad bridges cross, just be-
low Ferry street, the river once fell
severul feet through a series of rocks
prajecting from the shore, or jutting
in an irregular manner across nearly
the width of the stream, forming a
falls or rapids. When the dam was
bullt at Fairmount, to accommodate
the Water Works, the river naturally
backed up and the water entirely cov-
ered the rocks, eliminating the falls
and consequently making it harder for
the present Inhabitants to know how
their town came to be known as the
Falls of Schuylkill.

Recently this name has been short-
ened to East Falls, which was due to

fact that the Reading Ralilroad at

ope time had a passenger station on

the west side of the river, culled West

Fallg, to differentiate from the station
"on the Norristown Branch, This sta-
r'ﬁon—-Wast Falls—deteriorated into a
 freight station and eventually passed
ont of existence, while the present

‘East Falls station has been allowed to

refain its directional name. 1In adopt-

- ing this name for the convenience of
the postal service and for the name of

our mnewest journalistic < effort, the

shortened name seems to have had the

stamp of approval placed upon it,

The practical manner in which the
teachers of Breck School are proceed-
ing to teach elementary science and
‘nature, by taking the varfous classes
on “hikes” to the Wissahickon woods,

sb uld be commended, by all the pec-

_—
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7 ple in this school district.  ~
History, too, eould bo mad %
teresting study, i the same ide r
followed in respect to the Wis
Valley. ‘*-

At what is' now known as Hermil
lane, John Kelpius, a scholar and n
tie, who had studied in Helmstad
under Dr. Fabricus and was well ver-
sed in the languages, lived on the
Wissahickon, about the close of the
seventeenth century, where he dwelt
in religious meditation, awaiting the
coming of the “Woman of the Wilder-
ness."”

The legend is that he was the pos-
sessor of a stone of supposed -miracul-
ous powers, which, just before he died,
he is said to have thrown into the
ereek, i

David Rittenhouse, the noted Amer-
ican astronomer, was born within a
short distance of the creek, near which
his ancestors, in 1690, erected the first
paper mill in Amerlca,

“Along its banks; the partisan

McLane oft raided with his clan.™

Colonel Allan McLane was a famons
Amerlcan partisan leader during the
War of Independence. While the Brit-
ish occupled Philadelphin, McLane was
continually roaming the upper parts
of Philadelphia and Montgomery Coun-
ties, in efforts to intercept the British
provision frains. There is a story in
“Watson’s Annale of Philadelphia and
Pennsylvania” that on the night of the
Meschianza—an entertainment held by
the officers of Howe's army—MeLane |
with a small Dody of men set fire to
the whole line of barriers in front of
the British trenches, or redoubts, as

‘they were then called, and fled to the
wilds of the Wissahickon, where the
British pursued him. In retreating,
it became necessary for him to swim
across the Schuylkill, where some
American reinforcements came to his
assistance, and turning on the enemy
he drove them back to their lines near{
the city. "

According to tradition among the
Lenni Lenapee tribe of Indians, in past
ages, their ancestors had emigrated

‘eastwards from the Mississippi, con-
quering and expelling on their way,
the race of “mound puilders” .= j
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The Wissahickon and Schuylkill Val-
leys are said fo be the last spot de-
serted by the Indians, who inhabited
this part of the United States, .|

These are only a few of the tales of
historlcal significance, concerning the
Wissahickon, but by consulting the
various libraries T am confident that
sufficlent Information of historical
character could be obtained which
would instill a love of the study into
most of the school children of the day,
and the teacher wonld find that each
member of the class wonld take a more
active interest in the study of his
tory in general.

“The Schuylkill,” by M. K. ¢ Cra-
ham's Life of Morgan; Keyser’s, “Fair-
mount Park”; Watson's "Annals of
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania” and
Whittier's “Pennsylvania Pilgrim” are
books which are replete with history
concerning our loeality.

The Wissahickon

Where comes—

Proud wealth in haughty equipage,

And poverty afoot, as proud

Qut from the town’s wide open doors

A human current, ceaseless flows:

Come sage, and student fiying schools,

The love of stream 1_and _e_a_r_t_h_and air

To learn, uncramped by roof or rules,

Mechanics, glad an hour to share,

With Nature, free from work and care,

Doctor discarding recipes,

And lawyer losing sight of fees:

Soft youthlings flirting along the way

And tomping boys and girls at play.
From "The Schuylkill,” by M. K. C.

SCCAFPF.
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i ?Wh.ile riding from town, on 61 route, ]|
T happened to notice the name “Robin |
ﬁood Garage” on a bullding, which |
has been erected in the last year or
‘two, at Huntingdon street and Ridge
.Eventle. |

Whoever bestowed this name upoui

ihb garage hag, evidently, some knowl- |
‘edgze of the past higtory of the neigh- l‘

borhood. {
~ On the Schuylkill River, during the
‘Revolutionary War, about one-half
mile below the Falls, was a ford which
Wmore the name Robin Ilood Ford. This
was glightly below where Nicetown lane
{mow onters the park,

Phig ford was reached on.the west
by the old Ford road and by the river |
‘road, which extended to the north and
is now part of the West River drive,

'On the eastern side of the river was
‘2 road, which can still be traced.
Trayeling from the Schuylkill, it be-
‘gan ot the base of the large cliffs
‘that are the southern boundary of
Laurel Hill Cemetery, and, passing a
‘short distance up the ravine, it curv-
‘ed around over the slope of the hill
‘to the Ridge road, which it reached
just below the old Robin Hood tavern.
i?lﬁa' ford, no doubt, and also the new
igarage, received its mame from this
~ This roadhouse, whose records date
back as far as 1735, was, more than
Aikely, built by one of the Hoods, or
‘gsome other resident of the locality,
‘o gerve the western travelers on their
«way to and from Philadelphia by way
‘of Ridge road and the Lancaster pike
‘yia the Robin Hood ford.

g ‘While the vicinity of the garage is
fmow known as Strawberry Mansion,
I:'.th.ﬂr.a ig undonbtedly, someone con-
Ypected with the establishment who

fknow some of the early history of the

| arts and connections by marriage of
| these Swedish families, among them

‘the family of Frederick Stoever.

16ecality.
e
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Many facts concerning history conld
be interestingly presented to the stu-
dents of the local schools if the teach-
ers or parents conld take them for a
visit to the Laurel Hill Cemeteries,
which are in the Falls, -

In tracing back the ownership of

¢ the strip of land from Huntingdon|

street to the Richmond Branch of the
Reading Railroad, between Ridge ave-
nue and the Schuylkill River, we find
that this ground was first granted by
wWilliam Penn, in 1682, to three of the
old Swedish settlers along the Dela-
ware; Swan, Andred and Willlam
Swanson, in exchange for other real
estate holdings in the heart of Phila-
delphia. Through various descend-

the Justices and Tysons, the land pass-
ed down for a hundred years or more,
Some of it, in the latter part of the
eighteenth century, came into posses-
sion of Benjamin Chew and Tench
Franecis and his son of the same name,
all noted Philadelphians, Later the
names of Kepple, Renshaw and Milnor
appeared in the briefs of titles, that
of Renshaw being well known down to
a comparatively late date.

In 1797 Joseph Sims became owner
of part of what is now North Laurel
HillL

Laurel Hill Cemeotery was incorpo-
rated in November, 1835. In 1855 the
most northerly part was added to its
acreage, having heen purchased from

willlam Rawle, the distinguished
jurist, had a homse, called Harleigh,
on the part known as South Laurel
¥ill. Tt was afterwards owned by the
Livezeys, from whom the cemetery
company hought the ground.

Central Laurel IFll was the family
sstate of the Peppers and, previoug to
them, of the Willings, and was known
as Fairy Hill.

In North Laurel Hill is buried the
body of General Hugh Mercer, who
was killed in the Battle of Princeton,
in 1777. Thomas Leiper, who was with
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The erection of the Delaware River
Dridze brings back to memory a 1it-
tle scrap of local history which may
interest the readers of The Herald.

The first wire suspension Dbridge
built in Philadelphia, if not in the
conntry or world, was stretched across
Jthe Schuylkill River near where the
Stone Bridze crosses the river at the
Falls,

It was fabricated under the direc-
tion of Josiah White, who, with KErs-
kine Hazard, conducted a large roll-
ing mill, in which they manufactured
nails and wire. The bridge, for foot
passengers only, extended from an
upper window of the mill, which stood
along the river. The other end was
fastened to a large tree on the west
bank of the river.

A toll of 1 cent a trip was charged
until White and Hazard were reim-
bursed for the 3125 which the bridze
cogt, after which it was made a free
passageway across the river.

The tradesmen of Bast Falls are
to be congratulated on the wisdom
shown in electing Bernard Klebanoff
as president of the local business
men’s organization.

In a few minutes interview with
Mr. Klebanoff, which were literally
golden moments stolen from the life
of an wunusnally busy person, the
writer sensed some thoughts and
ideals which this energetic man has
in mind for the advancement of busi-
ness conditions in the Falls, which
indirectly will have their bearing on
the life of each individual in the
town,

A step Into his store will convince
ithe most skeptical that here is a man
who, in addition to having an earnest

s £

desire personally to serve the ne.
borhood to the best of his abilit,
with a full Iline of drugs, medicines,
comforts, gifts and so forth, has also
instilled his business methods into
each of his employes, and that the
courtesy of these assistants and the
service they render is noticeable to a
marked degree.

The business men are fortunate in
securing the services of one who,
with youth, vigor and breadth of vi
sion, will, in the humble opinion eof
this writer, lead the Association te
a higher plane than it has even antie-
ipated.

Why should we hide our light un-
der a bushel? Here are a few things
over which the residents of the neigh-
borhood should feel elated;

White and Hazard, in a rolling mill
near the present Stone Bridge, were
the first to discover how to burn an-
thracite coal as a fuel.

This same White—Josiah—Ilater
constructed the first canal gnd locks
in Pennsylvania, if not in the coun-
try, about 1731,

William Smith, the first provost of
the University of Pennsylvania, lived
at the Falls, and his residence still
stands on Plush Hill .
L The first silk handkerchief ever
printed was made at the Falls by
William Simpson, in the early part |
of the past century, In a little stone
building on the west side of the

shuylkill.

Joseph Speakman, in an old build-
ing which is next door to the present
Y. W. C. A, manufactured the first
rubber goods in America.

The first mercury, or guicksilver,
was made in this town by William
Weightman, at the local plant of the
Powers, Weightman & Rosengarten.

The first governor of Pennsylvania,
Thomas Mifflin, lived in a mansion at
the Falls, facing the Schuylkill River,
between what is now Stanton stireet
and Eveline street.

And as for additional things to
brag about, there will be more anon.
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Mercer during the same hattle and |
afterward was distinguished in eivic
affairs of Philadelphia, is also buried
there.

Another grave is that of General
Jonathan Williams, head of the Engi-
neering Corps of the Continental
Army.

The last resting place of General
Joseph Reed, secretary to George
‘Washington in the first two years of
the War of Independence as adjutant
general and better known as President
of Pennsylvania from 1777 to 1781, Is
also to he found .there.

Richard Dale, who as a lieutenant
fought on the Bon Homme Richard,
in the battle with the Serapis, by the
gide of John Paul Jones; Isaac Hull,
who commanded the Constitution when
it fought and won its battle with the
British frigate Guerriere; LaVallette,
Murray., Godon, Inman, Ronckendorfl
are others of the maval heroes of our
country whose graves can be found in
Laurel Hill.

The tomb of Elisha Kent Kane, the
Aretic explorer, can be seen from the
Hast River drive,
| Another explorer, Rear Admiral
George Wallace Melville, is interred
there.

(General Meade, of Clvil War fame,
was burled there in November, 1872,
(loneral Robert Patterson, a hero of
three wars, lies there, beneath a carv-
od llon which typifies his character;
General Joshua Thomas Owen, of the
Sixty-ninth (Irish) Regiment; Gen-
eral Thomas Lieper Kane, leader of
the famous “Bucktails”; Captain Ulrie
Dahlgren and Captain Walter New-

hall, comrades of Custer, are some of

the military leaders of history whus_:;'
graves can be found in the bills.I
Here are some, other than soldiers,
whose remains lie in Ahese ba‘a.utilul
hills: William Bradford, the first
printer of the Colonies; Charles Thom-
son, secretary of the Continental Con-
gress; Thomas MeKean, gsigner of the
Declaration of Independence and gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania; Thomas God-
frey, inventor of the quadrant; David
Rittenhouse, mathematician and as
tronomer; William Smith, first provest

of the University of Pennsylvania, and

Henry C. Lea, historian. '

For all of this data, the writer is

| indebted to Dr. Charles K. Mills, wWha
in his “Military History of the Faiihi

of Bchuylkill” has gathered a most

wonderful collection of historical faets

 concerning our town,
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The erection of the Delaware River
hridge brings back to memory a lit-
tle scrap of local history which may
interest the readers of The Herald.

The first wire suspension bridge
built in Philadelphia, if not in the
country or world, was stretched across
the Schuylkill River near where the

Stone Bridge crosses the river at the
Falls.

It was fabricated under the direc-
tion of Josiah White, who, with Ers-
kine Hazard, conducted a large roll-
ing mill, in which they manufactured
nails and wire, The bridge, for foot
passengers only, extended from an
upper window of the mill, which stood
along the river. The other end was
fastened to a large tree on the west
bank of the river.

A toll of 1 cent a trip was charged
until White and Hazard were reim-
bursed for the $125 which the bridge
cost, after which it was made a free
passageway across the river,

The tradesmen of BEast Falls are
to be congratulated on the wisdom
shown in electing Bernard Klebanoff
a8 president of the local business
men's organization.

In a few minutes interview with
Mr. Klebanoff, which were literally
golden moments stolen from the life
of an unusoally busy person, the
writer sensed some thoughts and
fdeals which this energetic man has
in mind for the advancement of busl-
ness conditions in the Falls, which
indirectly will have their bearing on
the life of each individual in the
town.

A step into his store will convince
the most skeptical that here is a man
who, in addition to having an earnest

Moy

desire personally to serve the ne.
borhood to the best of his abhilit.
with a full line of drugs, medicines,
comforts, gifts and so forth, has also
instilled his business methods into
each of his employes, and that the
courtesy of these assistants and the
service they render is noticeable to a
marked degree.

The business men are fortunate in
securing the services of one who,
with youth, vigor and breadth of wi-
sion, will, in the humble opinion of
this writer, lead the Assoclation to
a higher plane than it has even antic-
ipated.

Why should we hide our light nn-
der a bushel? Here are a few things
over which the residents of the neigh-
borhood should feel elated:

White and Hazard, in a rolling mill
near the present Stone Bridge, were
the first to discover how to burn an-
thracite coal as a fuel.

This same White—Josiah—later
constructed the first canal and locks
in Pennsylvania, if not in the coun-
try, about 1731,

William Smith, the first provest of
the University of Pennsylvania, lived
at the Falls, and his residence still
stands on Plush HilL :
L/The first silk handkerchief ever
printed was made at the Falle by
William Simpson, in the early part
of the past century, In a little stone
huilding on the west side of the

huylkill, /

Joseph Speakman, in an old build-
ing which is next door to the present
Y. W. C. A, manufactured the first
rubber goods in America.

The first mercury, or quicksllver,
was made in this town by William
Weightman, at the local plant of the
Powers, Weightman & Rosengarten.

The firat governor of Pennsylvania,
Thomas Mifflin, lived in a mansion at
the Falls, facing the Schuylkill River,
between what is now Stanton street
and Eveline street.

And as for additional things to
brag about, there will be more anon.

SOCAFF
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‘ Late in June and the early days of |
i July, 1863, when Lee’s army, flushed |
“with its victory at Fredericksburg, |
erossed the Maryland border and was |
throwing its advance guard toward the I
Susquehanna and up the Cumberland |
Valley, the people of Philadelphia be- |
came panic stricken with the thought
that the Rebels. would s=oon attack
Fhiladelphia. To prevent thisz inva-
slon a series of defenses were planned '
to repel the enemy.

One of these forts—Fort Dana—was
¢ built. on the hill where School lane |
jolns Ridge avenue, This was in cloge |
proximity to (he center of the Rohe- |
sen property, on which a regiment— |
the Highty-eighth—had heen encamped
while recruiting.

The fort heid a very mmmandinm

position, the approaches, both by the
river and Ridge road, being a.dequat.e-’]
i

ly covered,

Fort Dana—named after the assist-
ant secretary of war—was the largest
and hest built of the entire scheme of |
defense, and the cost of construction
was in the neighhorhood of $3500. The
failure of the politicians of the day to
take advantage of the opportunity to
obtain graft on the erection of these
forts was in itself a sign that the peo-
ple were patriotically inelined.

When the news of Lee's defeat at
Ggttyshurg was received the work on
the fortifleatlons was stopped.

The site of Fort Dana has been slow-
Iy quarried away, so that more than
[ likely it has been forgotten by even

the older folk, but with the approach |

|'of Fourth of July the writer in his’
ohservations had this litile scrap of |
miditary history bhrought to his atten- |
“tion.

| safoon since it was founded fifty-four

| its roward.

. these meetings he had as an assopl

| {ts first superintendent.

| ply of tha church on February 18,

Wellsville. Kansas. a town n& ﬁonl
people, has a high sehool costing $25
000, a $10,000 church and many besu-
tiful homes. Tt hag never had a

years ago, nor a pauper; nor a town
drunkard, nor a crime against woman,
nor a thief, nor a lawyer.

Think this over—surely prohibition
must . he right—thera ds  evidenily
something wrong with the method of

c-né;:;l'cemeut.

The intention of the Falls Presby-
terian Chureh to move to a new loca-
tlon impelled the writer to delve into
the history of this religious organiza-
tion. The wvarious efforts which the
pioneers of the church made to form
an assoeclation for the Lord's work
were and are commendable and should
prove fo the youth of today that in-
telligent determination applied in a
good cause, can have only success as

In 1855, the Rev. Willlam Fuilton, of
the Old School Presbyterian Chureh,
with which the majority of the war-
shippers were identified, Instituted
prayer meetings which were held in
private homes in the community. Tn |

ate, the Rev. Andrew Culver, of the
New School branch of the church.

In November of the same year $70
was obtained through personal con-
tributions, to refit the upper room of
the old Aecademy, on Queen lane—
about which volumes could be written
of the religions history of the nelgh-
horhood.

The first preaching service was con-
ducted hy the Rev. J. H. Knox, of Ger-
mantown. The Sunday School was or-
ganized in 1856, with John Kinnier as

The Rev. Joseph Beggd., of Roxbor-
ough, began to preach as stated sup-

1856, and was later appointed the reg-
ular minister. The church was offl-




.| John MMaxwell, John Bell, John Bu-|

' ter members of the Falls Preshyterian
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ﬂEon finued.

cially organized at a meeting of the |
Presbytlery held in Bridesburg in 18586, "
The following persons were the char-

Church:

From other churches—John Kinnier,
Mrs. Mary A. Kinnier, Mary A, Har-
per, John Bailey, John Hope, Mrs.
Janet Hope, John Morrow, Mrs. Jane
Morrow, Robison McKinley and Mrs.
Jane MeKinley,

By profession of faith—Hlizabeth
Scott, Alexander Thompson, Margaret
Thompeon, John Chadwick, John Me-
Clay, Agnes McClay, Robert Stewart,

chanan, Samuel McKinley and William
Cowan.

John Hope and John Kinnier were
ordained elders and composed the first

sesalon. [

The present site of the Church was
purchased from the estate of Andrew
Robeson for $1800, and the property
originally ran from the Ridge road to

| the river,

The cornerstone was laid on Sep-
tember 7, 1867,

In moving to a place ‘which will be |
more accessible, the Falls Presbyter-
fan Church will undoubtediy be in a
better position to eerve the spiritual
needs of the community.

SCCAFTF.
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While waiting for a Ridge
Ear at the Falls bridge
dhe Park, the writer
lowing observation
amonly known

avenuse |
entrance (o |

made fol-

the
of what is com- |
Hil."
Across the street iy the stable vard
of the Lowers, Weightman & Rmosen-
sarten Company, in which a well-fed-
leoking brown horse was contentedly
amunching grass. The story ig that this
horse has served his masters so well
that they have pensioned him off ang
that enough work ix given to
oravent him from Browing too stiff
from the total lack of anything to do. |
Above the stable there is a row of
houses which were erected by Pow- |
o8, Weightman & Harrison—as the
Hrm was then called—in 1848, (o be
‘oceupied by their employes, who were
brought to the ¥alls to work in thelr
new chemical plant, The houses are
of the twin type and are built up the
hill to the summit. All are on the |

at “Laboratory

him

south side of the Street, except one,

which is dirert%‘ back of the stable
and is now s 'd, by four families.
It stands on the crest of the hill and
Was erected in 1848, to be used as a
School hotise for the children of the
ehemical workers and also as a libra-
Iy and reading room.

In front of the dwellings was laid
(the first brick sidewall in the north.
West section of Philadelphia. It has
long since been replaced by one of
cement.

In addition to these homes, for
which a very low rental was charged,
each family was allotted a good sized
Plot of ground for a garden and, on
Christmas, a ton of coal was deliver-
[ 6d to each regidence, as a gift from
the firm.
The school and library were popu- |
lar until the eng of 1863, when George
Leib Harrison withdrew from the Com. |
‘pany. t
. Harrison had

also established a
Sunday school, with James K, Finley,
wWho was the teacher in the day
|'school, as superintendent,
' Mr. Harrison himself attended every
Bunday to teach a class of boys.

_ After his separation from the chem-
‘ieal concern, the building was trans-
formed into dwellings,

“

———e

| erected,

With the death of Thomis R. Mar-
shall, who was Vica President of the
United States from 1913 to 1921, the
American people lost one of the great-
est philosophers of the afre,

The following are a few of his ya-
ually pointed sayings, which may be |
of interest to readers of the Herald: |

“A so-called skilled laborer sepa- |
rated from his cog of the industrial
machine is as helpless as a babe out
of its mother's arms.”

“The work of the world could
be done on a four-hour-a.-rlay sched-
ule if everyone found out what he
was Titted for and did it"

“If laziness had not overtaken me
I would have been a shoemaker,”

“Politics is the science of fooling
the other fellow.” )

“The thing that ails manking {4
compulsion. Men should not be driv-
en like galley slaves, scourged at
night to their dungeons, but shonld
be persuaded to serve gladly.”

“Every man should do something
' —not somebody.”

After oil was first
Pennsylvania, as usual, a coterie of
manipulators planned to fleece the
people of Philadelphia and in their
efforts to do s0 leased the Property
known as Robeson’s knoll.

It is now a part of Fairfount Park,
and is at the eastern end of the City
avenue brldge, between the northern |
branch of the drive and Wissahickon
Creek. |

A high board fence was built all
around the knoll and g huge derrick, |
like those used in oil drilling, was |
No one not interested in in-
vesting money was admitted, so that
the ordinary curiosity seeker had lit-
tle opportunity to find out what was
going on.

From a building beyond the creek,
a person could see over the fence and

discovered In
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Continued -

from this source it became knowu|
that the operators were sinking holes
and that they were actually trying to
strike ofil,

The scheme continued for some time,
until one night a gossiping watcher |
declared that he had seen  wagons |
loaded with crude oil entering the
grounds and that the oil was poured
into the drilled holes.

The tales which followed are gaid
to have put a stop to the boring and
finally the property was abandoned,
thereby ending the existence of the
only oil field in Philadelphia.

SCCAFF




jpunded by the Reading Railroad,
Park avenue and Queen lane,

e lower end of which is now seelng
fmany changes, has had quite a re-

part of the Redinger, Scott, Cadwal-
Jdader and John Dobson property,

?ufhbls history. |
It has been known successively as

John Redinger, a miller by trade,
purchased the ground in the latter
of the eighteenth century. He
arected a home on the north side of |
oti’s lane, just west of where the |
&orristown DBranch of the Reading
iraverses the property. On the gable
©f the house, facing the lane, was a
dateslone, which bore his Initials and

‘the date, "JR1814.” The last heard of
e stone was that it had fallen from |
dts place and reposed in the yard.

| Bedinger carried on hig flour mil
‘on the lane and erccted a number of
‘houses for the familles of his work-
‘men.

- Hugh Scott, a shrewd Irishman, |
came to the Falls, later in the same |
tury, and shortly afterward ac- |
ed, by purchase, the larger part |
Redinger’s holdings. Redlnger |
ved aver the river to Cooksockey— |
village, which disappeared when
irmount Park was enlarged—and
Ut Tor hims2lf another home. While
¥ing there he adopted a lad named
jJames Giles, who upon the death of
: ger inherited what was left of
the property. |
. The mill on the lane was purchased |
%{Rﬂ_‘el Foster, who converted it In-
0 a textile plant and bullt the row
‘of frame houses which still stand just
iw the railroad. |
ott enlarged the dam that bears
- mame, on what is now the Port
vichmond Branch of the railroad, !
m which the water flowed through
ong winding race to run the water
eal of the mill
dam, while its size was de-|
‘creased when the rallroad was built,
ig gilll in service, not to furnish pow-
for the mill but to supply water
r the dye house.
' On Janpary 25, 1839, after a heavy
1 and rapid thaw, Scott’s dam
, from the great volume of water
flowed into it from the valley ex-
ing from the lower part of Ger-
. Great destruction follow=
to the mill and to other prop-

e T

erties along the rTun. |

‘Winpenny’s little mill, which stood
near where Crawford street inter-
gects Ridge avenue, was
Holes had to be chopped in the floors
to pull through some of the workpeo-
ple, who had been trapped In the low-
er floors.

A stable and wagon shed belonging
to John Burk, a contractor, was swept
into the river, including all the horses
and wagons.

Hugh Scott was a rabid follower of
Henry Clay and was so certain that!

Clay would be elected President of -

the United States that he wagered
the property along the Norristown
Branch of the Reading, together with
a triangular-shaped lot along the east
side of the railroad and skirted by
Scott’'s lane and Queen lane, against
a large sum of money, with General |
Cadwallader, and lost. Scott stood |
tha loss with ithe spirit of a true
sport. I

In 1855 John Dobson made his ap-
pearance as a mill owner in the Falls
and in parinership with James Lee,
who was from Manayunk, obtained
possession of the Foster, or Newman
Mill, the name having been changed,
and began the manufacture of yarn.

The following year the mill was de-’

stroyed by fire and there was no in-
surance.”

After the fire Dobson offered Lea
to give or take $6000." Lee accepted
the offer and retired. Dobson rebuilt
the mill, fiitted part of it up as a
residence and lived there until 1865,
when he built his home on whdf 18
now Allegheny avenue, and which has
recently been demolished. The place
'at that time was known as Scott's
Hill

At the breaking out of the war,
Dobson took a sub-contract to fur-
nigh blankets for the Union Army.
His were the first blankets to reach
the army in the fleld. Afterward he
obtained original contracts ana bhe-
gan enlarging the plant, to which he
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kept adding until the time of his
death.

Mr. Dobson had purchased the prop-
erties of Cadwallader and Scott and
his real estate holdings grew quilte
large. Apparently hig heirs are dis-
posing of these properties inasmuch
as on the lower portion, there is be-
ing erected a row of dwellings in ad-
dition to geveral large factories.

How customs have changed! The
old-time phygleian bled his patients
in the arm. Just thing of it—in the
arm!

Bunch “your hits. Abraham Lincoln
put it this way: “He who does some-
thing at the head of one regiment
will eclipse him who does nothing at
the head of a hundred.” Waltch your
batting average.

SCCAFF




. These who remember the steam-
ﬁmts which ran on the Schuylkill |
may possibly recall the names of two |
Et the steamers, Lhe Frederick Graff, |
¢ommanded by Captain Cline, and the |
Washington, under the direction of
Zaptain Green.

" These boats were at all times in
feadiness to take aboard passengers on
what was termed “delightfully roman-
£ic excursions.” The captalns were
£xceedingly proud of the speed and
comfortable appointments of rheir
craft.

The boats ran from Fufrmnunt to
Manayunk, the fare being 1214 cents,
which—quotes the printed matter of
the Company—was considerate, inas
much as “you have a great varlety of
‘handsome and interesting scenery, a
part of which is seven splendid
bridges, crossing the Schuylkill and
one the beautiful Wissahickon, four
rallroads, the Inclined Plane—thig at
‘Belmont—two extensive waterworks,
ohe canal with its numerous boats,
ﬁ!ﬁ-. trains of over 100 cars attached

‘& single engine, constantly crossing
Jﬂm river upon the Reading bridge.”

The people of today, may not be able
ﬁ observe anything beautiful or inter-
:inting in the bridges, railroads, trains
‘of cars or waterworks, but those to
“whom these things were an innovation
‘must have heen fully repaid for a
ﬁiahmeing trip up the Schuylkill on

steamers.

There were other boats which at a
=Mur period ran up and down the river,
b the Undine, being in commission
‘until about 1805, after which smaller
‘Beats continued for a while, and then
tha service wag finally disposed of,

When the coal bunker of the Queen
--.,'5 pumping station was erected, in
$16, a little yellow frame house was
forn down to make room for the rail-

ti‘@ﬂ giding,

“The house stood on the east side of
Ridge

ge avenue, just below School lane,
was originally a farm house on
e property of Peter Robeson.

Ihgre is a story concerning one

! Miller. who once occupied the

. physical prowess made

J’;,Z7. 23w (725 |

him the terror of all evil doers, Tt is
said that his grip was so strong that
he could place an apple in each hand,
hold his arms at full length and ecrush
the apples-to a-pulp. He was also said
to have been strong enough to 1ift a
harrel of cider by its chimes and drink
from the bung-hole,

Miller was given the credit of be-
ing the first farmer to raise sweet po-
tatoes In the County of Philadelphia.

Jesse Evans later dwelt in the house,
while he eonducted a very extenpsive
dairy on the farm.

It was the uppermaest dwelling In
North Penn township until 1854, when,
with the consolidation, the township
became a part of Philadelphia,

The meadow of the farm, which ex-
tended from the house to the Schuyl-
kill, was deeded to Fairmount Park,
by William Weightman—who had pur-
chased the property—with the under-
standing that he was to be permitted
to have wharfage on the river, at his
lower plant.

A splendid view of the Schuylkill
Valley, both up and down, can be ob-
tained from the top of Chamonioux
Hill. It is impossible to convey in
words appreciation of the beauty
which ecan be seen for miles in any
direction.

Across the upper Chamounix Lake
is a sloping hill on which, about fifty
vears ago, stood a large house, occu-
pied by a family named Pretty. The
master of the house, Harry Pretty,
wag manager of the Washington Print
Works.

The dam breast of Chamounix Lake
was built about 1852 or 1853 hy Wil-




J’LJy 2324 /9,5

lHam Simpson, proprietor of the Print |
Works, which stood on the west bank
of the Schuylkill, until the property
was added to Fairmount Park.

During a lull in the business Mr.
Simpson, Instead of “laying off”" his
men, kept them employed building the
dam breast. It is about ten feet wide |
at the top and spreads out to some
thirty feet at the bottom, and eurves
toward the dam buttress style. It was
built to stand forever,

It was known as Simpson's big dam,
there heing two smaller ones between
it and the railroad. The one nearest
the river has long since been destroy-
ed by the Park Commission, to make
room for a foot-path up the hill,

The dams were built to supply
water for the wash and dyve houses of
the Print Works and also to furnish
water in case of fire.

There have been many cloudbursts,
which have tested the strength of the
dam breast, the water sometimes pour-
Ing over the breast to a depth of six
feet, but not a stone has moved. It is a
wonderful piece of masonry, of which
even engineers of toddy comld feel
Justly proud.

SCCAFP.
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When we made our a.rra.ngemants‘
tox' & short outing, we decided to pa.d~|
“dla our canoe up the Schuylkill to the |
Pe'rkiomen, In search of interestlng|
&Mngs to see and inquire about. |
. We left the Falls early one morning, |
and after passing the mouth of the
Wissahickon, with its wonderful view '
of the water fall and High Bridge, |
‘continued to the iron works at Pen- |
eoyd, where even on this torrid day,
‘men were busy pouring and fashion-
ing the molten metal into forms which
‘eventually will support vast weights
“in the shape of bridges and buildings.
i TFor the sake of safety to the bot-
‘tom of the canoce, we were compelled
to keep In the old Schuylkill Canal
ehannel—whlch in most places, is
Bimply one glde of the river, deepened

e

wn.ter bureau is mnnted." 'I'Ms stm-

— "{.':l_'

~—for the shallow places are yearly
becoming more numerous, due to the ||
f| lessening of boat travel on the river, | |
Pand the consequent lack of attention
| to dredging. |
* After passing Pencoyd the channel
t_hﬂm to the east side of the river,

where it enters the Manayunk locks.

| Thege locks, which are double,—that
|is of two steps,—each have a rise of
‘nineteen feet making a total rise of
I thirty-eight feet from the river bed
‘to the level of the eanal.

_ The canal then parallels the river
through Manayunk, passing between
darge mills, where various lines of |
‘manufacturing are carried on, some |
‘of which still use water power fur- |
‘nished by the canal. At North Man-

{8yunk is situated a hydro-electric |
‘plant of the Philadelphia Electric
Company, where electricity is gener-
Lated from the force of the water in |
I ‘its drop to the river.
~ The next lock is at Flat Rock,
which *Is single and has a rise of one |
; mﬂ one-half feet.

| After leaving the ecanal at Flat
; 'Eot:k we again entered the river and |
1 ‘Boon  reached Shawmont, where a |

|a red muek inte what is eventually |
| drinking water for Philadelphians.

| low Barbadoes Tsland, and from there

| end of Barbadoes Island and campsd

| tinued our journey and finally reach-

tlon pumps water to the Roxborough
filtration plant, which supplies a por-
tion of Philadelphia with millions of
gallons of water for everyday use,

We arrived at Miquon in time for
lunch. There is a regular colony of
boat and club houses along the river
af this peint, in which large numbers
of Philadelphia folk spend their week-
ends. The Philadelphia Swimming
Club is housed in a building just
south of the railroad station. where
many championship races have bheen
held.

Leaving Miguon, the next reach of
the river extends to Spring Mill, and
around the bend can be seen the low-
er Conshohocken lock, There iz a
twelve-foot rise at this loek, and the
canal wends its way through Consho-
hocken, flanked by rolling mills,
where the hum of industry intrudes
upon the peace and quiet of a rural
setting.

After a short paddle we leave Con-
shohocken behind and the river
stretches away to Bridgeport, where
another lock with « lift of twelvs feet
is encountered. The canal channel
through #Bridgeport is not a thing of |
beauty, the banks being lined withi
dwellings whose hack wyards run to
the edge of the water, and garbage |
and other refuse are thrown into the
stream. At the plani of a fibre mann-
facturing company large pipes spew

After this dirt and seum is passed
the canal returns to the river just be-

on the river is one continuous vision
of beauty.

We pitched our tents on the upper
for the night, The next day we con-
ed the mouth of Perkiomen Creel. ;

Here we stopped, for nearby is the
home of America's first ornithologist,
John James Audubhon., A marble slab,




near the roof, has earved in it the date |
of its erection. 1762, :

The place has evidently seen little |
change, and there is a story that some |
of the original window glass still re-
mainsg.

The property is better known as the
Wetherill Farm, inagsmuch as it has
heen In possession of the Wetherill
family of Philadelphia for more than
a ecentury.

Beneath its hills and valleys are
gupposed to be veins of lead and cop-
per, and the Wetherills at one time

mined the metals, but the cost of the !

operation was prohibitive and the mine
was abandoned,

The house is of stone, built upon a
hillside, with lawns sloping down to
the Perkiomen. The original name of
the place was Mill Grove, it being sur-
rounded by some splendid old trees,
In the quiet of a summer afternoon
there {8 peace and calm and beauty
that ceuld enthrall any Nature lover,
not alone Audubon.

Audubon was born in Haiti in 1785,
His father was a French naval officer.
After some years spent in France the
¢lder Audubon later returned to Amer-
ica and purchased the property on the
: Perkiomen, which had formerly be-
longed to the Penns.

John James Audubon, while much
of an out-doors man, was neverthe-
lesg one of the dandies of the day, and
legend tells that at times he was wont
. to go hunting wearing black silk knee
‘breeches,

His father had destined him to be
an officer in Napoleon's army, but John |

e e a

James objected and so his father sent
him to America to care for his prop-
erty.

After his arrival at Mill Grove, it
was no time before he fell in love, with
the daughter of an English neighbor,
Lucy Bakew?l}l\. _and _ eventpally he
married her, Clisalanedy,

It was here at Mill Grove that he
concelved the idea of ornithology, al-
though his work on the subject was
not begun until 1824, With sketches
and specimens of stuffed birds, ani-
| mals and reptiles, the house hecame #
veritable museum.

In 1808 he was compelled through
| the machinations of a partner, Da
| Costa, to leave Mill Grove and he moy-
ed to Louisville, Ky.

Subsequently he hought an estate,
now Audubon Park, near New York.
| He died in 1851, after completin
1several great works on the bird an
Eanimal life of America.

The physical effort of canoeing, the
| awaking of fresh thoughts, the com-
muning with Nature and the knowl-
edge galned of Audubon enabled us to
return home, hetter in spirit, mind
and body for having spent the time |
on a trip up the Schuylkill to the Per-

kiomen.
SCCAFT.
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0 SERV ATIONS Wiig not 21 years old at the time of|

vor the river, on the grounds of
the Philadelphia Country Club, is a
picturesque plece of ground that has
i some interesting history,

! In what is now known as Ander-
1tq-‘.m's Hollow, through which - Neill
drive wends its way, flows a creek,
which previous to and dur'ing the Civil
‘War was called Rubicam's Race. The
valley was known as Rubicam's Hol-
low,

On the crest of the hill, in the neigh-
borhood of where the fourth hole of
| the golf course Is located, Hooker's
{Cavalry had a recruiting camp in
w1861, The young men of the locality
‘received a considerable amount of in-
spiration at the sight of these soldiers

‘and their mounts, and while no ree |

ords are available that any Falls men
enlisted under Hooker, the patriotism

aroused led many of them to join other !
{

organizations,

Down near the water tanks of the
tailroad was the heme of the Peels,
who were a very patriotic family.
Three of the Peels later enlisted; the
father, Robert, and his two sons, Fer-
guson and Washington.

« Hobert Peel, the father, enlisted in
the Fortieth New York Regiment, fa-
miliarly called the Mozart Regiment,
Ferugson served for three monlhs in
Company A, Twenty-first Regiment,
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Later he
Joined Company M, of the Sixtieth
Regiment of Cavalry, DPennsylvania
Yolunteers, ﬂ@l finally was in the
‘Z‘_hi‘rd Regiment of Huncock's Veteran
Corps. After the war he merved for
many years as a mounted policeman
in Philadelphia,

. Washington Peel
regiment as his father, the Fortieth
\New York, going in as a private, He
beeame a sergeant, and after taking
an examination was appointed a see-
cond liemtenant. He was eventually
. _p_mmoted to first lieutenant and at the
ttime of his death was acting captain
i;q{f]ﬂs company. Although young Peel

joined the same

hls demlse. fhie had served throughout
the war until he was killed in 1864,
He was in Fort Hell before Paters-
burg and during one of the flerce ac-
tions which took place there was shot,
through a port hole, and the wound
finally proved fatal.

There is also a story to the effect
that the old camping ground was one
of the last reservations of the Ameri
can Indians, in the eastern part of the
United States.

-

While waiting for a train, in the
Columbia avenue station of the Read-
ing Railway, the Observer wag attracts
ed to the permanent exhibition of the
Rocket, one of the first eight locomo-
tives purchased by the Reading Com-
pany.

The Rocket was named for George
Stephenson's famous engine which in
1827 won both fame and fortune for its
inventor.

The engines were built by Braith-
walte & Company, of London, England,
in March, 1838. Upon their arrival in
Philadelphia they were loaded upon
canal boats and hauled up the Schuyl-
kill River to Reading, Pa.

It is said that in passing through
the Falls the boats—on which the loco-
motives were loaded—were received
with continuous applause by the in-
habitants of the town, and, the atten-
tions of the crew of one of the boats
being diverted from their work, the
boat left the canal channel and al-
most stuck in the mud., Energetic ac-
tion saved the day, and the engines
were finally landed in safety at their
destination,

They were hauled by horses to the
Reading's tracks at Seventh and Penn
streets, Reading, and were placed In
gservice between Reading and Norris-
town, which was ag far as the Read-
ing tracks reached. Later a consolida-
tion was effected between the Reading
Jompany and the Philadelphia, Ger-
mantown and Norristown Rallroad
Company, by whose ralls the trains
entered Philadelphia.

The Rocket began to run regnlarly,
to haul passengers, in May, 1838, ap




continued in service until March, 1879
—a span of forty-one years—covering
in that time over 300,000 miles. The
Rocket was originally built to burn
wood, but was later reconstructed to
accommodate anthracite coal as a
fuel: being one of the first locomo-
tivea capable of doing so.

It ran at the rate or twenty-ﬁvel
miles an hour, and weighed eight and
four-tenths tons. Compare that with
the speed and weight of the present
day locomotives, and you will grasp
some idea of how rapld the advance-
ment has been made in engine build-
ing.

The Rocket was exhibited at the |
World’s Fair in Chicago in 1893 and
at the St. Louis Exhibition in 1904,

The Reading Company, through sen-
timent, no doubt, has placed the en-
gine on some of the original rails of
the Philadelphia, Germantown and |
Norristown Railroad and installed it
in the station, so that interested peo—!
ple may inspeet it. |

SCCAFF.
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gBSEliVATIONS

question offen arises in my
as to whether the people of
really appreciate the
, the profound silence

re: which are contained In the

“—Wiuashiukon Valley.
To prove that this “Switzerland of
‘tors from foreign countries, I submit
2 following poem, written hy Rad-
in the London Sunday

remember on 4 morning

i 'w I drove to Wissahickon;

. 4. pleasant autumn morning,

jen the woods were red and brown;
ow my little mare went flying

With the frost upon her fetlocks,
Striking sparks from off the cobbles
ﬁl’ the road beyond tne town

How she strove and fought against me
For the joy she had in living,

a the ancient joy of combat,

| Pulling hard upon the reins,

“Till my muscles stretched and quick-
ened,

‘And the blood went leaping through
R e,

| With the pleasure of adventure

‘In the power that restrains.

I remember that a bird sang

In defiant jubilation,

From the windy topmost branches
Came the cadence loud and long;
And T slowed the pace to listen
Ifrom a very sense of wonder
At the gladneaa. and the valour,
ié.nd 1lie beauty of his song.

' gi-mmemher Wissahickon

| With the mists above the river,
How they folded me and hid me
'fn a swirl of chilly gray,

‘Phen 1 struck a winding cart-track
pding up beyond the valley,

‘And came out into the day.

~America’” holds a fascination for visi- H

1. S : TSR y
| Oh, that day at Wissahickon! ol
| All the joy of it and vigor,
All the racing. stinging vigor
Of the swiffly moving air!

I remember 1 was young. toe,
When 1 drove te Wissahickon,
| In my black and yellow buggy
bWith the little chestnut mare.

¥ A ghort distance to the east of where
the Norristown Branch of the Reading
Rallroad ecrosses the Port Richmond
Branch is an old house, which in a
short time will be torn down to make
way for improvements. Already Lhe
contractors are grading the surronnd-
ing land and the house iz almost hid-
den from wview. The building was
erected many years previons 1o the
Revolutionary War., A trall ran up
the hill to Andrew Garrett's log cabin,
the first building built in the Falls of
Schuylkill, or Fort St. David, as 1t was
then known.

The house was at one time a dwell-
ing on the Stoever farm, but about
seventy-flve years ago was occupied
by Dr. Phillip Peltz as a country
home.

A lane that ran past the house was
called Kennedy's lane until after Dr.
Peltz took possession of the property
and sinee then the lane has been call-
ed Peliz's lane.

It ran from Hunting Park avenue,
just to the east of the property of a
large cakebaking company, down fto
and across the railroad track, past the
Peltz house and on up the hill to Edge-
wood—more recently the home of the
Hubbards—thence by a private road
ta Ahbottsford avenue, with which it
connected, on the south side of the
Queen lane filter plant, just west of
Fox street.

The lane hax almost disappeared,
and it is only a matter of a few
months until the house, too, will be
gone to make way for improvements,
which are the inéxorable toll of Time,

RCCAFL,
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{ On the upper side of the Wissa-
{ hickon, where the ecreek joins ‘the
Schuylkill, s a quaint looking old
building known as Colony Castle,
which is the club house of the Phil-
radelphia Cange Club.

| The buiding was erected far be-
yond the recollection of even the
(fathers and mothers of the oldest
iresidents of the locality.

It was for many years the head-
gquarters of the Ancient and Hr:mm‘-|
able State in Schuylkill Fishing |
Club;, of which John Wagner, of
School lane, at one time was pres-
ident.

The strueture was at one time a
nail mill and suech machinery as wag |
used was operated by water power,
which came from a forebay, formed
of the tail race of a small saw mill
that stood a little to the
the creck along tidge avenue,
lower dam of Wissahickon
was built to furnish sufficient water
|0 operate this saw millL In 1858
Ithe mill was destroyed by fire, but
the dam still remains to add a touch
of beauty to the entrance to Wissa-
|iiekon Creek Park.

The property to Col-
|ony Castle, which is now a part of
| Fairmount Park, once belonged to a
lfamil}' named Minster, and was lat-
ier known as Riverside.
| The arched
Clastle, that
after it had

north of
The

Creek

contiguous

passageway of the
gave exit to the wa.[er|
turned the ponderous |
_wheal. always had a weird appear- |
{ance and gave credence to the belief |
that the place was haunted,
Back of the building, but
[0h the Schuylkill, was
hickon steamboat landing
'_r_!ll] line congisting of the Frederick
walf, Wissahickon and Reindeer,
lied the river between Fairmount
and Manayunk. These boats were |
chartered by the government during
the C'h'll War and used to u-anspm'tl
Tecruits to and from the camps near
the river, :
: There is a legend of the Revolu-
tion connected with the Castle. Mos-
es Dnaue and_his seven brothers, |

|
facing |
the Wissa-
+ when the |

FLN (924>

The putlaws who terrorized the in-
habitdnts of Philadelphia and Mont- |
gomery counties by thair dapreda-!
tions, were said to have used the'
(old building as a rendezvous. IL i8|
asserted that they often emerged to
prey upon the Robesons, Smiths,
‘Garretts, Rittenhouses, I__.-ﬂ\'F'l'ingR:.
Righters, Holgates and other wel-|
to-do families on the east side of|
|the river and the Roberts, Latches, !
Hoffmans and others on the west |
side,

Joseph Neef—an apostle of Penta-
lozzi, the Swiss philosopher—was
brought to this country about 1809,
| by William MeClure, who was an
| American who showed a great deal
of interest in psychology, Neel
kept school for several years in a
building in the Falls which stood on
the old Bmith estate. The building
was known as “Smith's Folly” and
also as the “Octagon.” It stood on
ground that was quarried away to
permit the _erection of & row of!
|stores, on the east side of Ridge
|avenue, just below Queen lane.

Neef was a good natured peda-
|gogue and a fervent lover of na-
ture. He took an active part in all
the sports of the boys under his |
tutelage, and taunght without books,
using blackboards and objects. |
When tramping the country with his
scholars, which was his regular rou-
tine, he encouraged them to hunt
for curious plants, flowers, minerals, |
and so forth, about which he would |
talk to them. |
| Henry Pentalozzi, Neef's instrue-
tor, was porn in Switzerland i{n 1745
and lived to be 82 years of age. He
was the inventor of a new mode of
teaching and was the author of sev-
eral valuable works, in which he ad-
vanced his peculiar ideas on the sube
ject of instruction. He was held in
high esteem by his own and other
nations, and his plans had the sup-
port of the Helvetic government at
Stanz, Berne and other places in

Switzerland.

In his recent letter to the Phila-
|delphia Record, Charles W. Alexan-
der tells of a Sunday that he spent,
|eighty years azo, with John Wana-
| maker, the originator of modern de-|
| partment store methods. '
| Alexander, then a boy, accompan- |
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led by his father, the Rev. William |
‘Alexander, and John Wanamaker, |
crossed the Delaware to Gloucester,
to attend g religious meeting. While
|the clergyman conducted the service
{lhe boys were intent on observing
[the glant sturgeon and other fish,
leaping gracefully into the air from |
the river. - |

“Later, on the same day,” guotes
Mr. Alexander, “we went up the
Schuylkill on the Fairmount steam-
boat to the Falls, where, in the
Church of St. James the Less, Bish-
op Alonzo Potter ordained father in-
[to the Episcopal church, And to-
[day, John Wanamaker, after his
gloriously rizsing career, high above
all competitors, slumbers quietly
| with mother easih and Tom in the
mausoleum in the litile churchyard,
there.”

SCCAFF




A recent copy of the Evening
Bulletin contained one of the ear-
liest descriptions of the Delaware
written for the purpose of acquaint-
ing Europeans with the beauty of
|its banks., The history was writien
by Peter Lindstrom, of Sweden, a
son of the secretary of the College
of Mines, at Stockholm, when he wa®
22 years old, and has just been
translated into English, by Profes-
2or Amandus Johnson, of Philadel-
phia,

Lindestrom secured permission to
visit the New World in one of the
expeditions that came across in 1854,
He was known as a hardy youlh,'
with a beut for adventure and a keen
|genge of curiosity, In return for the
| passage, over the Atlantic, he agreed
to send back to the Royal Commer-
|eial College, of Sweden, all the in-
[formation he coula cotlect concern-
IJJJg the land of New Sweden, on the
| Delaware.

S0 it was that, although he re-
mained here little more than a year,
he explored both banks 'of the Del-
laware, from the falls to the Capes,
|and entered into every stream that
{lowed into the river and bay, mak-
ling soundings, charting the course
Efm‘ coming navigators and noting
|the possibilities of the agricultural
land commercial development of the
territory. He, therefore, collected
an immense amount of information
concerning the region and its inhab-
itants. '

Years later, when he wag in a
pitiful state of poverty—so poor,
that when he died, his wife was un-
able to bury him—he devoted his
time to the writing of his “Geogra-
phia Americae,”

This is the history which Dr, John-
{gon has translated and is published
by the Swedish Colonial Society of
{ Philadelphia, §
| The quaint and pleturesque phras-_
eology, mixed with ~a suflicient|

amount 6f superstition and child-like |
acceptance ol the myths of the age, |
stamps Lindstrom as a born marra-}
tor. [

The manuscript of the Geographia,
consisting of nearly 250 quarto pasz-
@8, written In the Swedish handwrit-

‘ling of the seventeenih century, in a|
|beautiful state of preservation, Is mi
|the Royal Archives of Sweden, along
{with a map of New Sweden which
| this cartographer drew. It is said
Ithat the map is surprisingly acecun-
{rate; despite some inevitable errors,

As for the site of Philadelphla;
Lindstrom tells us that the land from:
the Poaequessingh to the Pemitk-
pack—from Poquessing to Penuy-j
pack Creek—is good for maize; thalb
farther down, until one reaches the:
region of Passajonck—Passynnk—
there are many woods, in which he%
believed there was an abundance e
irare wild animals, and that up the
| Menejackse Kill—Schuylkill—as far/
as the Falls, the land wag very fine
and oceupied by the most intelligent
gavages. Six Indian towns or seltle:
ments, he says, were to he found
'ia.hmg thig part of the Delaware and!
]Schuylkill. each consisting of sever-
{al hundred inhabitants and ruled by
{a sachem or chief.

There were comparatively few
Swedes here at the time, but that]
\there was an abundance of nature’s|
|gifts for their comfort and suste-
{nance is set forth Ly the explorer
{of this new and fruitful land that
iwas to add to the glory of his king
and counfry.

Dr. Johnson adds a lexicon of!
some of the old Indian names which
appear on Lindstrom’s map, which
;illuminates the meaning of some of
the familiar places in Philadelphia.
He discards, for instance, Heckwels
der's old interpretation of Wissas|
hickon, the “Wisa-meck-han" or cat-|,
fish creek, as that interpreter of the
Indian tongue called it, and accepts |
David G. Brinton’s statement that|
‘the word comes from Wisa-hickan,
meaning merely “the yellow creek’ |
The Menejackse Kill was derived |
from the same stem as Mene-yunlt
meaning “the place where we go to
drink"—from which it Is easy to
trace the Manayunk of today and the |
river-that ran from Manayunk to the
Delaware. !

To Edward Manley, of the Falls,
who is a member of the Germantown
Site and Relic Society, the Observer
is indebted for a vast fund of his-
‘torical lore concerning our town, It
]was from him that I learned of the




Story"6t the Jenking house—a brown- )
stone mansion that was built by an
official of the Pennsylvania Raih'oad[
Company and was afterward the
scene of his suicide and gave rise,
to the theory that the building was
ihaunted. The house is now belng |
| torn down to make way for improve- |
ment to the Atwater Kent plant. |
Mr. Manley also supplied the Ioca- |
{tion of General Knyphausen’s Has-I
|sian headquarters during the bat-|
|tle of Germantown, in 1777. The!
‘building was situated on the uorth-i
west corner of Thirty-third street
and Midvale avenue, and stood until
only a few years ago. The last ten-
ant, to the best knowledze of the
writer, was an Ttalian farmer and
contractor by the name of Delassio.
General Orney, a United States
army officer, who was supposed to
;have given valuable information to
the British government during the
[Civil War, when Great Britain was |
favorable to the cause of the Con-i.
federate states, lived in a house on
!a knoll overlooking Warden drive.
| The vast amount of facts and leg-
jends of the W!saahi-lkon posgesged |

by Mr. Manley would take 'n:)lmnesn,J
to describe. Kelpius and his monks, |
and their heiroglyphics, which can |
still be seen, by the initiated, some
of which were omens signifying the
coming of the “Woman of the Wil-!
derness,” based on the final chapter
of the Bible, Revelations—the site of
the battle of Germantown, which ex-
tended from Limekiln pike west
across the Wissahickon wvalley to
Ridge avenue, near the present Me-
morial Hospital, the tales of the gar-
net mines, of the ferraced gardens
of the old inhabitants and the love
affairs of the men and women of the
locality, in ancient times, are all
familiar to this gentleman.
SCCAFF
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' Ridge road has been, for more
than two centuries, a main highway

for Philadelpkia to Norristown, Per-
kiomeén and beyond. f

The Ridge is a natural highway,
its ups and downs and twisis of the
road as it follows the rise and falls
of the land along the eastern side of
the Schuylkill, now bordering and
now running away from- the stream,
cutting a convenient diagonal course
to one of the oldest settled parts of
the city of Philadelphia, show how
thg first road builders closely fol-!
lowed the lineg on an old trail. There |
is a legend that it was a well estab- |
‘lished Indian path long before the!
arrival of Willlam Penn,

There are authentic records thati
{iL was not long after the Welsh and )
[ Swedes and Germans had settled the |

lower soction of the Schuylkill Val-
ley, “fust- beyond the bresent” county
line, that the need of a short cut to
the ecity, other than the old German
Towne road, prompted the Dbetter-
ing of the Indian trail until it be-
came known as the Manatawny road,
or “the great road leading to PI,\'-i
mouth."”

That wuas In 1706, when the farm-!
ers had opened up the section be-
{ftween Roxborough and Norristown
cand flour and grist mills had begun
to male use of the water of the Wis-
sahickon, Later,
opened to Perkiomen, there, too, the
water was used to turn the wheels of
i the mills.

For a long time it was a rough and !
rocky road and sometimes the ruts
were 50 deep as to make the jour-
ney anything but pleasant for those
who rode in cart or carriage. In
{those days, as in recent vears, the
courts were filled with petitions ask-
ing for improvements, and apparent-
ly little attention was paid to them.

The city leaders of today should be
ccommended for the present condition
lof this fine highway, for its smooth
| paving, despite the tremendous loads
‘that are hauled up and down its
length, is far beyond the dreams of
the men who built the original read.

‘Within the city, Ridge road is offi-
\Clally an avenue. On its upper end,

*controlled its traffic a century ago

when the road was |

nemParﬁamen, it is someiimes call

ed *the pike;” in Norristown It 131
| Main street, although it Is sometimes
‘called Egypt road. But from one
end to the other it is generally call

|ed “the Ridge.”

The turnpike company that first

adopted that name in 1811, In that
year Governor Simon Snyder signed
an act authorizing General Francis
Swain and ten other commissioners
to solicit subscriptions to the stock
of a company to construct an artifi-
cial road over “the Ridge.,” 1In this
enabling act it was provided that
the road it was to build and malns
tain, from Ninth and Vine streets,
in Philadelphia, to the Perkiomen
bridge, in Montigomery Counly, over
the line of the ¢ld road, was to be
inot less than forty nor more than|
gixty feet in width. The customary
rate of toll was charged so as (D
maintain the road. :

Prosperous farmers along the
Ridze. betwecen the Falls of Schuyl
kill and the city proper, joined with
those farther up in getting the ug
ual statutory protection of being able
to go from one part of their farm to
‘another without paying any toll, and

a forther clause that there was to
'be no toll-gate south of Barren Rill
until at least five miles of the road
had been built north of that point.
- In contrast, however, to the later
|franchises granted for the exceeding-
'Iy profitable Ridge Avenue Street
Railway, the turnpike company was
‘able to obtain only a limited fran-
. chise,

In 1814, as there was no Fublic
Service Commission, the turnpike
company had to fight its own battles
to obtain sufficient revenue to ob-
tain returns on the investment. One
jstatute the company fought for and
.had enacted provided that double
itolls could be charged on heavy loads
‘from November to May, to prevent
|the rutting of the road, and later on,
while tolls were still being collected
[in Philadelphia, and Laurel Hill, &i

the largest of several cemeéteries on

the Ridge, had come into existence, |

a special act was passed to relieve

'the company from being forced lﬁ,’-;

provide free passage for funerdls.
Associated with the history of i

old higturay, both in the days
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turnpike company and its later im-!
provement as a city sireet and trol-i
ley and motor road, are many noted
names, =

William Smith, the first provest of

the University of Pennsylvania, was
one of the early residents on Indian
Queen lane, in the Falls of Schuyl
kill, in & mansion near the Ridge,
which still stands and is famed in
the history of this locality as a place
where Washington once stopped at
the time of the yellow fever epidem-
le in 1798, when General Knox car-
ried on the business of the war de-
partment in the building. Joseph
Neef, who brought Pentalozzi's sys-
{tem of education to America, also at
‘one time dwelt in this house.
“¢ Thomas. Mitflin, the first governor
of Pennsylvania, lived in a house on
Ridge avenue, opposite the present
Cafe Reviere.

Norristown iz called after Isaac
Norris, who bought the site of the |
town from William Penn. |

The lower Ridge also has its his- |
‘toric sites, the chief one being Gi-
rard College.

The old Ridge changes slowly and
today you can go along its ten-mile
run within the city limits and find
many a concern doing business at’
the same stand where its founders,
more than half a century ago, set
out to capture the trade which came
down from the Falls of Schuylkill
and beyond.

fore and after the coming of the! .
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 The path of the religionsly inelin
ed has for years ascended to the
heights as far as this life is con-
cerned, at least, by way of Queen
lane,

Tha first religious organization in
the Falls was the Falls of Schuylkil]
‘Sunday School Assoclation. It held
services in the old Academy, which
was erected In 1819, Abraham Mar-
tin, of School lane, was for many
years president of the Assiciation.
“Father” Martin, as he was affec-
tionately called, was known through-
‘out Philadelphia as the Sunday
School visitor.

In 18388 the Falls Baptist Church

their own building was opened for
services, lower down on the lane,
The Falls Methodist Church came
‘into existance m 1837, when a class
moeeting was organized and meetings
held on Sunday afternoons, in the
home of Andrew Gilmore, |
Later services were conducted In|
jthe old Academy by ministers sup-|
plied by the Philadelphia
Preachers’ Association.

In 1851 a hoard of trustees was';
elected, which consisted of the fol-|
Israel Foster, Jo- |

(lowing members:
iseph Clegg, Albert G. Marley, Thom- |
a8 G, Wyatt, Andrew McGaw, James
Dylkes, James Mills, Sr., all of the
Falls, and Edward Preston and
Charles H. Sutton, of Manayunk. In
three months a building was bought,

improved and ready for occupancy,
at Frederick and Stanton streets.

1 This property was used as a house
of worship until 1875,

In that year the present location,
on Queen lane, wag purchased from
Alexander Krall, and the church
erected, the total cost being In the
neighborhood of $8981. The faithful,
once more ascended the lane.

Sg,;a‘t‘, xyﬂt /128

was organized and Its members, too, |
also tramped to the Academy until |

Local!

Bishop Thomas B. Neely, whose
|death occurred on Friday, Septem-
{ber 4, was a pastor at this local

hearts hava ‘been united in marriage,
’[tae biil of dear ones has
|rested a whﬂa for the chant of a
|solemn hymn and the enlogies pro-
|nounced by loving pasetors.

The Falls Methodist Church, sa-
jcred with its many precious memo-
ries to hundreds of people, near and
|far, will, it is hoped, continue to
{zerve the soul needs of the communs
ity, in its present loeation. Chris-
tians, in an earthly sense as well as
in a spiritaul one, will them be per-
mitted to continue to climb nearer
to the Supreme Being.

Az true today, as ever, is this
from William H. Seward, in 1846:

“Whoever will study the character
of the earliest immigrants to this
country will find that they werﬁe
alike wunguiet under ececleslastical
and civil abridgements of their
rights;: he will find the same indomi-
table love of liberty among the Hpis-
jcopalian adventurers on the Roan-
'oke. the Puritans, who in their fear
(of God established their congrega-
|tion upon the rock of Plymouth, the
Quakers on the Schuylkill, the Cath-
olics on the Susquehanna, the Neth-
erlanders on the Hudson, the Ger
|mans on the Lehigh, and the Swedes
land Finns at Cape Henlopen. He
will be ready to say that God in
His providence seems to have ecol
lected from the nations of Europe
men of sturdy limbs, free minds and
.| bold hearts, to lay broad and deep
foundations of a state. Degenerate
‘|descendants of such ancestors
shounld we indeed be, did we not val
ue above all other blessings the
.| boon of Hberty—above all other dis-
(|tinctions, that of self-government.”

Just above the railroad bridge, on
the north side of Midvale avenus,
was once a pond called McMackin's
dam. This dam held back a large
body of water, which backed up
when the embankment was bullt
across Mifflin’s Hollow, to carry the
railroad tracks.

A small dam, which was built by
Governor Mifflin, when ‘he erected
‘his mansion on Ridge avenue, wWas

| ave been born
again, u!ﬁlérau have been baptized,
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completely covered by the larger ac-
Icmnulation of water,

| The youth of the neighborhood
nused the dam for fishing and swim-
ming in summer and for skating in
winter.

“Bobby” Evans, who once kept the
old Fountain Park Hotel, used to
gupply his ice-houses with ice cut
from this pond. The men who cut
the ice were paid on an average
$2.50 a day, which was, compared
with the wages of foday, on a par
with what plasterers are getting.

Another thing which has changed
since those days is the fact that it
has been; many a long year since
the ice froze thick enough, in this
locality, to permit anyone to lay in
a supply for the summer.

SCCAFF
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OB§ERVATIONS

Events ulat are shadowed by

?years. unless they be an actual part

of history and are set down as such,

{must fight against the constant ef-

fort of man to relegate them toshe
dield of legeund.

From the earliest settlement of
Philadelphia such citizens as were
fond of fishing had ample
ity to indulge in the sport, for both
the Delaware and Schuylkill Riv-
ers were full of fish of various kinds.
The Schuylkill was particularly well
known to contain catfish, rock and
perch, and as early as 1732 two fam-
ous fishing clubs were founded which
became historic in the umml-a of the
city.

One of these was the Colony or
State in Schuylkill, which is still in
existence. The other, to which the
Falls of Schuylkill owes its birth,
was known as the Society of Fort
St. David. The founders were
Welshmen, belonging to the Order
of Ancient Britons, which fathered
the Welsh Society that is distin-
‘guished by a long record of meritor-
{ious benevolent work.

The home of the Society was on
a broad rock, near the Ferry street
entrauce to the Park., A one-story
wooden building was erected as a|
club nouse, which was named Fort
St.. David, in honor of the patron
gaint of Wales.

The fishing c¢lub increased in mem-
bership, many well-known citizens of
Philadelphia being enrolled. In 1708
{the list of 150 ineluded such names
a8 Michael 'Hillegas, the first treas-|
urer ol the United States; IIem'_v‘
Keppele, John McPherson,; Thomas
Bond, Henry Neglee, Matthew Olark-|

|

opportun-

son, Joseph Wharton, Christian Lud-
wig, Itichard Waln, John Coultas,
Willinm Plumstead, George Meads,
the potter; Christo-
John Dickinson and

Jousse Bonnin,
pher Marshall,
Tench Francis.
Gradually houses were built in and
ount the wvicinity of the Club un-
jtiha village resulted, which became
kncwn as Fort St. David, During
he \i!!ar of 1312 the colony assumed

|the name of Falls Village and, 'to]
'eiis day,. the locality, while a com-
| posite part of the corporation of Phily
radelphia, is still known as “L'h.%
| Falls.”
! Comparatively little is knowm nQ
|the doings of the fishing c¢lub dur<
ing the Revolution, Its meating
| probably having been suspended
many of its members were engaged
in public affairs. The original club
house was destroyed by the British
| when they occupied Philadelphla.
When the war was over the elub
was rebuilt, but in a few years this |
too, was destroyed by fire and final-
iy closed the actual existence of the
Fishing Society of Fort 8f. David. |
Tha State in Schuylkill was, at

this time, flourishing, and it was de
cided to unite the two clubs, Fortd
St. David turning over all its relic

and freasures, including pewter dishs
a gitt of theﬁ

es which had been
Penuns. !
Today there are very few fish laft!
in the river, due to chemical and
other deposits which are empiied
into the river [rom the large man-
ntacturing plants along the banks.

In order to improve a trafic con-
{dition on Ridge avenue, some actio
|should be taken in regard to th
special cars which are provided L
the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Conz
pany io convey workers of the
son plant to thelr homes,

Two cars—one southbound
one or more, northbound—are stops
ped regularly at the daily closing
hour in front of the mill gate. As
this point happens to be on a slight
curve and traffic rules prohibit mo-
torcars from pagsing standing trols
ley cars, the congestion is augments
ed by a long line of automobiles.

Recently a fire company endeavor:’
ing to get to a fire with a minimum'
of lost time, was delayed for five
minutes or more, to obtain room f.o
pass. »

least, could be stopped a few

to the north or south of this i
which wounld permit other traffic to
proceed, thus eliminating a so J
of annoyance to motorists, as wal!
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as Providing for emiergencies such |

as arose through the arrival of a|
speeding fire truck.

The writer listened to a couple of
old men, a few days ago, discussing
the school at Crawford and Krail
atreets.

One of the men remarked that
when he attended the school, it was

| building was of stone construction,
with yellow plaster. The teacher

clergyman. He was of a very excit-

he began to stammer. The school,
despite the teacher's peculiarity,
{turned out many graduates who, af-
terward, became very prominent.
One of the things, that seemed
jodd, to the old men, was the fact
that the school cloged down' 6n elec-
tion days, at noon. The men re-

Dove and Swan tavern, near Nice-

the men vote and to wait for them

doesn't seem like election day, an¥

more, because of the absence of the
Aghtse.”

The large red brick building has
been erected since the days of these

known as the Forest School and the‘

was _a. Seo an by the name of
Mackie—®obert) Mackie—and had,

been educated to be an Bpiscopal |

able nature and when things did not
go exactly as he wanted them to,|

membered going down to the old|
town lane, in the afternoon, to watch |

to begin fighting. They said that "it|

men and even the name of the|
school has been changed, it now he-l

ling called the Samuel Breck School |
| This name was bestowed on it in|
‘1915
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| OBSERVATIONS
[| On September 14, 1862, Company I,
Blue Reserves of the Bighih Penn-

sylvania Volunteer Militia, left Phil-

adelphia enroute to the front, at Ha-
gerstown, Maryland,

This company was organized by

of Schuylkill,

The captain, John Dobson, was at
that time about 35 years of age and
in the prime of his life.

Although the military career of
Captain Dobson was short, it was
such as to merit him considerable
pralse, He was somewhat militar-
ily inclined and, for a short time,
belonged to Captain Charles Thomp-
son Joned' Pennsylvania Dragoons.

Dobson was a man of courage and
determination and as captain of his

and composed of men of the I-‘allsf-

company showed energy, resource-
fulness and soldierly gualities which
proved him equal to all demands[
made upon him while he led it

His care in looking after the wel- |
faré of the men of his command |
Was appreciated by the men who
served under him,

John Dobson was probably best
known as a carpet manufacturer
{Who left a lasting impression on the
tindustrial development of America,
{but thers are still some who loved
thim best as ecaptain of Company 1

The first leatenant was George |
P, Eldridge, who was principal of
Forest (Breck) School. He was a |
(descendant of Sir Jeremy Eldridge, |
who had been sént to America by
the king of England, to setfle real
estate titles for the heirs of William
Penn,

The second Ueutenant, Samuel
Butcliffe, wag also an excellent of-
car and possessed the confidence
and respect of the men who served
junder him. I

The orderly sergeant, Jacolh Die-
trich, a German by birth, was an
employe of Powers & Weightman |
and a leading member of the Falls
Baptist Church.

Most of the men enlisted in Com-
pany I were 21 years of age or
more, not a few being In or near
middie age. The Company, includ-

[ﬁé’iﬁs officers, numbered ninty-eight|
men. - |

Besides these named, the officers
were: Second gserzeant, R. T. Rob- |
eris: third sergeant, Henry Pretty; |
fourth sergeant, William Stevenson; |
fifth sergeant, C. F. Abbott; first|
corporal, Edward Struse: second |
corporal, R. M. Morrison; third cor- |
|poral, Edward Boardman: fourth |
|corporal, John Nuneviler; musi-|
|cians, Andrew Ford and Titus Hay-|
{ wood. |

Tha privates were: Jerome An-
drew, Henry Barber, Charles Booth-|
royd, George Blue, Duncan Blue,
| Burnell Brown, John Buchanan,
|James Buckley, James Bell, John
Bell, William Birkmire, Joseph Ber-
nard, Alexander Cox, George Clem-
eng, John Dorgey, Michael Dougher-
ty, John Hallowell, Edward Hoffman,
Henry Huhn, John Hutchinson, Wil
liam Tlingsworth, John Ingram, Na:
thaniel Jaggers, Willlam Jardine,
James Johnson, Charles Krall, Ben-
jamin Kenworthy, Willilam Kirkpat
rick, Henry Kuhn, Joseph Qozey;
Rogers Oldman, Davis Phy, John
Rhoades, Isaac Richman, Lewis
Roseman, Theodore Reaver, George
L. Scott, R. Stevenson, T. Schofleld,
Owen Shronk, Johu M. Shronk, Al
fred Sherritt, John Speece, James
Swartz, William Dillon, Felix Down-
ing, Joel Fielding, John Fielding,
Thomas Foster, Willlam Flynn,
Robert Flynn, John H. Green,
Charles Greenwood, Robert Gilmore,
James Grimes, Albert G. Marley,
Jr., Charles K, Mills, James A. Mills,
Adam Metinger, Augustus Messmer,
Charles H, Miller, F. W. Morrison,
Timothy Murphy, Robert MeGowan,
William Magill, John McEwen, John
Sargent, Charleg K. Sorber, James
M. Smith, Silas Timbers, Thomas
| Lister, David Lush, James Lees,
| Theodore Marley, Henry Newman,
|W'ill-iam Wheeler, Alexander Thomp-
son, Alberfi 8. Ulary, Joseph B.
Walker, Jacob G. Walker, Thomasg
Whalley.

The movemenis of the Bighth
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers,
of which the Falls men were a part, |
are fully described in a diary kept
by Ssageant Dietrich.

The company marched from place
to place in the wvicinity of Hagers-
town, and on the afterncon of the
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18th were drawn up in battle forma-
tion across the road about a mile or
two from the town.

| ‘General John F. Reynolds, the
|distinguished commander- of the
| Firgt Corps in the battle of Gettys-
|burg, at which place he was killed
{in the first day's fighting, was tem-
porarily in charge of the militia.

Company I remained in the local-
ity of Hagerstown for three days,
but while the Confederates were
close by, no fighting occurred.

On September 21 the regiment
marched back to Hagerstown, and
from there to Greencastle, where tha
men entrained for Harrisburg and
were finally sent back to Philadel-
phia, arriving home on September
26, 1862,

The following year the Company
was again organized, mainly by the
same men, although there were a
few chanpes in the personnel.

The Company was in Carlisla at
the time the town was shelled, be-
ing the only time the Company was
under fire.

Although opportunity to fight was !

denied them,_ the patriotism and
spirit of the gﬁdiers from the Falls,
during this ecrisis in the history of
the country, left little room for com-
plaint.

While scores of other men enlist-
ed in other regiments in various
branches of the service, Company I,
of the Blue Reserves, was really the
“Falls Own.”

SCCAFF
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- A bronze tablet on the Bast River
drive that Is lttle noticed is near
the Queen Lane Pumping Station.
This marker was erected October 5,
1907, to commemorate Camp Stokley,
the recruiting ground of the Eighty-
eighth Regiment, Pennsylvania Vol-
funteers, from August 24 to October
5, 1861.

The tablet stands a short distance
back from the drive and is almost
hidden by shrubbery, so that the in-
scription can only be deciphersd by
|elose scrutiny,

When the regiment marched from
the camp and down dusty Ridge
road on its way fo the front, the
830 men and officers had not ‘yet
|beeu armed. The men had been
jdrilled and taught military tactics
{without the use of guns, as tne
quariermaster’'s department had been
unable to adequately equip the hast-
ily organized army.

George P. MclLean, as colonel,
had charge of the regiment from
Octaber 3, 1861, to December 1, 1862.
George W. Gile, a brevetéd briga-
dier general, was colonel from De-
cember 1, 1862, until March 3, 1863.

The late General Louls Wagner |
was a lieutenant in Company B and |
later, from March 3, 1862, to June
30, 18G5, was in command of the
regiment.

Captain John Belsterling, of Man-
ayunk, who had seen service in the
Mexican War and prior to the C.hri!|
War, was leader of the Manayunk
Greys, commanded Company C. Bel- |
sterling's company was made up of
men from the Falls and Manpayunk,
who appreciated the ability and
kindliness of their commander,

The regiment served in the First |
and Fifth Army Corps, Army of the
Potomac. It participated in the fol-
(lowing battles: Cedar Mountain, |
Rappahannock, Chantilly, Thorofare |
Gap, Second Bull Run, South M{mn-I

tain, Antietam, Fredericksburg, |
Chaneellorgville, Gettysburg, Mine
Run, Wilderness, Spottsylvania,

North Anna, Totopotomoy, Bethes-
|da Church, Cold Harbor, White Oak,

|Five Forks and Appomattox.

 The total enrollment was 1213;
)thd, 109; died of disease, 7&;
'wounded, 363, and prisoners of Wli‘_'.“
165, The regiment was mustered
out at Camp Cadwallader, June 540,
18465,

—

The Observer has in his posses-
sion a treasured letter written by
a member of the Falls Business
Men's Association, in which is com-
tained one paragraph of original
philesophy, that ls assuredly a gem
to be remembered. He writes, apol-
ogizing for mot having answered a
letter immediately:

“It is npot indifference, but just
| neglect to do the thing I ought most
to do. Oh, it we would always do
the things we should do, without
procrastinating, how many opportun-
{ities we could make use of, that we
let. slip by, and how much Dbhetter
we would enjoy life, knowing that
|we did the right thing.™

As often as the writer reads this
paragraph he is impelled to think
of some action that should be pur-
sued and so I pasg it along, feeling
that it might make like impressions
on others. A

A clipping of a reprint from the
|Aurora of July 25, 1825, describes
| the “Colony in Schuylkill" as fol-
lows:
‘ “The Schuylkill Fishing Company
|was formed in the year 1731, and
was composed of distinguished cits
izena of Philadelphia, They bullt a
'house near the Falls of Schuylkill,
|formed articles of association under
| which they elected a governor, couns
'cil, secretary of state and treasur-
er, sheriff, and coromer, adopted a
|common seal, and called their terri:
tory ‘The Colony in Schuylkill! At
the elose of the War of the Revolu-
tion they reassembled, declared
their independence in due form un-
der the name “The-State in Schuyl
kill' and revised their constitution.
| They migrated some miles below the
{Falls, made a new location of terrl-
tory and built their present castle.

“On Thursday, the 2lst of July
inst., at hall past 2 o'clock, General
Lafayette and suite, accompanied W-
/the venerable Judge Peters and m




gentlemen composing {he commit-
tee of Councils attending him, agree-
lably to previous invitation, arrived
at the Castle of the ‘State in Schuyl-
kill.'- The governor, council and ecit-
izens, in the costume of fishermen,
| were marshaled on the borders of
|1he territory, and, on the approach
lof the illustrious guest, the files op-
lened to the right and left. The gen-
eral passed in toward the castle,
|where he was met by the secretary
Iof gtate who made a formal ad-
| dress.

| “Previous to the general's arrival
{he was nnanimously elected an hon-
lorary member of the company, of
which he was officially apprised by
Thomas Morris, Esq., first councillor
and governor pro tem, who deliver-
ed him a certificate, and forthwith
invested him with a straw hat of
ample - dimensions and the large
white apron, the badges of member-
ship. After the usual introductions
and salutations the gemeral viewed
the fleet of the company and ex-
pressed_a-desire to be permitted to
do his duty by assisting his fellow
members and the visitors in the la-
bors of the day.”

SCCAFF
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. The monotonous regularity of the
. nen of the coal industry—both those
#ho dig for the black diamonds and

the mine owners—to disagree, brings

into thought a little scrap of loecal
history.

In a rolling mill, along the Schuyl-
kill, near the present Stone Bridge,
White & Hazard useq bituminouns
coal ag a fuel. They conceived the
idea that the “back stone,” by which
anthracite was then known, could
he used. They were the owners of
4 large gection of ground, which con-
tained quantities. of this “black
gtone,” in the r.'-oaiteglou of Penn-
gylvania, and bronght some of the

stone, In question, down the river
to their mill, to experiment with,
Their efforts appavently proved a
faflure until one day s fireman, who
had left the furnace fllled with the
stone, started off to lunch, On re-
turning for something which he had
forgotten he found the fire blazing.
Thus was the secret of the suc-
eossful burning of anthracite discov-
ered. The frick was simply to let
the coal alone, without poking it,
as' was done with that of the bltum-
inous variety.

White immediately began to plan
a suitable grate to be used for burn-
ing anthracite,

In his efforts to promote the coal
industry, White directed his atten-
tions to having convenient shipping
facilities organized to bring the coal
‘to the city, This led to his con-
‘structing the first canal and locks.
The canal, in most places, was sim-
ply part of the river deepened, ex-
cepting where it was necessary to
have a lock to make the descent
rom one level of the river to an-
Jther, at which places a canal was
dug close to the river. He was the
t to conceive the Schuylkill Nav-
igation Company, which it is bellev-
ad is now controlled by the Reading

oad Company.
mme. let us hope it will not

hymigctrio plants, which are atm
in their infancy—and the family
provider will cease to warry over
the disagreements of those Inter-

ested in coal

Tutil recently the ground bound-
ed by the Norristown Branch of the
Reading, the rear property line of
the morth side of Queen lane and
the south side of Midvale avenue,
down to Cresswell street, was a part
of the Whiehle estate.

A part of the ground, which was
gold some years ago to the War
dens, was occupied by a hufe hrew-
ery which has become a thing of
the past, It was erected in 1856, by
the late Henry J. Becker, a German
stone-mason, who had settled some
Iyears before in the Falls, and hegan
lto “plunge” on building operations.

The brewery, at one thme the larg-
‘est building in the mneighborhood,
stood on a point of ground known
as Smith’s knoll, where Smith’s and
Mifflin's Hollows joined and formed
la triangular-shaped plot with the
[l'ailroad for a base. The hill was
covered with blackberry bushes and
|small underbrush,
|  Becker formed a partnership with
'Joseph Steppacher to brew beer.
{Becker, a Free Mason, had a large
stone set in the front of the build-
ing on whish was carved the com-
pass, square, trowel and other em-
|blems of the order.

! The underbrush was removed
from the surrounding land and a
saloon was opened, near the rallroad
track, which, ‘with dancing and oth=
er pavilions, became known a8 {hé
Falls of Schylkill Park. The 8
loon had at one time as prnprletor
a man named Ritter, who wag of a
family” which hag ginve acquired a
reputation in the canning industry,

Backer did not remain long in thel
brewery business. It being naﬂl
that he withdrew in order to sav
what little money he had left. i

Steppacher continued until the

early seventies and was su

by the late .Ia&eph Hohamm
rented the property from the

liam Stoner estate. anzem
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| year, 1876, the greater part of the
| brewery was consumed by fire. Ho-
henadel, in am effort to save some
tof his valuables, had to be physical-
{1y restrained from entfering the
|bnilding while the conflagration was
.at its height,

Before the present East Falls
|gtation was erecied, the brewery
|had been used for years as a coal
'anrl lumber yard. The Warden es-
| tate disposed of this part of the
ground, to the Reading Railroad
| Railroad Company &s a site for the
| etation.
| The remainder of the property, in-
cluding ten dwellings on Whiehle
gtreet, with the ground along the
railroad  and down through old
Smith’s Hollow, has recently been
acquired by Gottloh Steinle,

SCCAFF
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There are hundreds of people who
|annually go to see the boal races
on the Schuylkill, where at the fin-
ish Hue is Peter’s Island, and it is
remarkable how few are aware of
thew this beautiful piece of ground
Irecel\red its name.

Belmont Mansion, in West Fair
mount Park, was the birthplace and
(residence of the distinguished Judse
Richard Peters. Keyser, in his
“Fairmount Park." written many
Years ago, says: "“On this place,
r -
twenty-five years ago, was still
standing what Downing describes as
fthe grandest avenue of hemlocks in
Amerfna. TII@HB troes were cente-
narians, in the perfection of their
growth, ninety feot high, some drap-
ed with immense masses of Eng-
ligh jwy."

The estate ran from the mansion
to the river and ineluded the island.

All of the famous men of the day
—afler the Revolution—who lived in
the locality or who visited Phila-
delphia were the guests of the Judge,
who was known as a “patriot, legis-
lator, jurist and a pioneer in the
agriculture of Pennsylvania. He
Wrole excellent songs, told the hest
storles and was regarded as the
most noted wit of his time.” The
Quotation is from Colonel Forney's
“Anecdotes.”

The island, to the best knowledge
of the writer is the only part of the
Judge's property which stil retains
his name, although Belmont Man-
sion is very often referred to as
“Peter's monsion,”

It you were a Falls boy some
twenty vears ago, before the erec-
tion of the public bath house, you
probably  had many a good time
Swinming in Gukas's pond. Every
day of the school vacation the boys
of the neighborhood were wont to
2o to this popular awimming hole,
which was formed by the water of
|8 small stream being dammed up by
't'sn old wall of the fire-destroyed

brewery. On one side of the pond
® Woods ran out to Midvale ave-
#nd on the other was a close:

22wl (F25 L

, ; up
/{from Midvale avenue, oppos

Library, and race along a pa
throuzh the woods, to see who Wo
be the first fn the water, Mog 2
[them, in summer, at least, simply
[Wore a blouse, pants and a cap, be
{iInz sans shoes and stockings, Ve .
|often, some Ilad. more daring the
|the rest, would dive in, clothes ani
1all. Swimming to the shore, w-lhi
all the glory of having been fisst
|in. he would wring out hix scauty
raiment and sproad it on the Brass,
in the sun. By the time the boys
| were ready to go home the clothes
| would be dry, _
Teday Warden diive covens (e
gite of the pond, but the niemories
Will live for many years with tha
boys who enjoved ihe swimming wt
“Gukies." o
Another favorite swimming plaos
|was in the Schuylkill, Fust helow
|'Cfty avenuo bridge, and was faniils
Harly -known as “The Tree The
|2ame wias given to thé place be-
lcanse a tree that extended out over
the river made an excellent thing
“en which to tie a rope, The baths
ers would grasp the swinging end,
{of the rope and wonld spring- ont
from the shore. as far as it was pog-
sible to go, and then drop inte fhie
water. '
There was a fly in the ﬂ.h:ll':nsgt,-
though, in bathing at this point, for
it was in the confines of Falrmount
Park, and in those days swimming
in tha river was prohibited, The
Park police boat Rescue used to pa-
trol the wafers, and many was the
time that the guard on duty wonld
confiscate the eclothes of some Jad
who had been careless enough o
leave his “duds” on the bank, The
initiated alwaye took the precaull
fo stow them in 4 dafe place, fore
seeing just such an emergency.
The loss of one’s clothes was
Ways a source of worriment,
(the enforcer of the Inw would
lenf, ‘and, after adminigtering a logd
ture, would return the clothing arn
let the offender off with the promise
that nie would not swim in the rive
again. The promises. I am afra 4
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es in the other fellow's urehsﬁ.it
jwas always a temptatfon to go swim-
'ming at “The Trea” for the oppor-
tunity it offered to “pul something
lover” on thé park gunard.

Scott's Dam, Abboit's Dam, the
‘pond in Anderson’s Hollow and Me-
Kinney's quarry were other places
where the youth of the vicinity
were in the habit of bathing, before
the city provided safer if not as en-|
joyable facilities. !
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When Washington and his officers,
in their papers. referred to ons of
their camps, 777, they some- |

in 1777. :
times spoke of it as “near German- |

town,” or at ofher times, “by the
Sehuylkill Falls.”
The camp was situated on the

ground which is now known as the|
Queen lane filter plant, of the Phila- |
delphla water bureau. |

The home of the Garretts—or Gar- |
retisons, as the family was then
known— wag nearby and stood until |
quite recently. Incidentally, mem-|
bers of the Garrelt family served un-
der Washington in the Revolution
antd some of thelr descendants are!
still residents of the Falls.

A farm house, on the site of Carl-
ton mansion, on Queen lane, was us-
ed as headquarters by Washington

and other officers of the American
larmy.

Grifith Evans lived in a house
which was burned down about fif-

teen years ago, at what is now Fox
|street and Abbottsford avenue,
where at this time there is a fac-
tory belng built.

Evans was quiie a character dur-
|ing the Revolution, and continued to
live in the Falls for some thirty
Years or more after the war. He
and his brother, Owen, also served
'with Washington at Valley Forge.

The Sorber property on Ridge
avenue, just below Queen lane, was
|then known as Palmer's tavern, and
while Waghington's army camped
liere there were at times courts mar-
tial held in the tavern.

The army camped in’' the Falls
from August 1 to August 8, 1777, and
again for two days, September 12
and 13, just after the battle of Bran-
dywine.

Lafayette, who visited Washing-
ton, while here, estimated the num-
ber of men to be about 11,000,

SBome of the commanders were
Greene. of Rhode Island; Knox, of
Ma.ssachusetts. Stirling and Max-

[ well, 6" New Jorsey; Mulleibu
Wﬂa&on and Morgan, of Virginia;
| Wayne and Moylan of Pennsylvamla.
|and Nash of North Carelina. d

The army on August 14, 11’77,
|marched from the camp by Schuyl-
| Falls and~ crossed (o $vi
‘again io give combat to the British
Larmy. [

All thal remains, as a reminder
of this camp, is a large stone mark,
er, surrounded by ancient caunnn,'.
at the/northeast corner of the filter

1 H;‘(

An unusually meritorious piece of
masonry that deserves the attention
of the younger generation i the
stone’ "Dridge which carries  the
tracks of the Reading Rallroad over,
the Schuylkill, !

Christian Swartz, the master ma-
son of the Reading Company, who
lived in the Falls, erected this
bridge in 1853 or 1834,

It is known as a skew stons arch
bridge and was the first of itg kkind
built in or near Philadelphia.

For years it has withstood thou-
sands of tons of moving weight and,
from all appearances, is fully capa-
ble of mgny more yvears of service.

This from Tyrone Power's “Mem-
orfes of Philadelphia, 1836":

There was then no Fairmount
Park; the term Fairmount was ap-
pled to the hill and ground in the
immediate vicinity of the water
works and reservoir, near the damj
(and the bridge and gardens, path-
\ways and pleasant places of relreat,
(enabled. the people to enjoy the
scnnery, especially on Sundaya ami
| holidays, o

The water works were one of the
great “sights” of the eity and were
known all over the Unlted States
'as a remarkable example of munie
lipal enterprise. The Schuylkill was
\ter that was distributed in the ey
'had then the highest reputaion for,
{18 purity, and Power, in using it, ex-
plained the gratitude he felt to the
Fairmount water worls, as well a8
{his respect for the public spirit in
jwhich they hdd been concelved.

{ Time and again he rambled a
{the Schuylkilt to the Falls, to Mags
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{avunk, to German Towne and into
the wilderness of the “Wisihissing,”
as he called it. He made these ex-
cursions chiefly on horseback; and
ithey gave him “many pleasant sur-
prises,” but more than once he
spoke of his misgivings as to the
new bridge, which the Philadelphia
and Columbia Railroad was Dbuild-
ing as a connection between the
eastern shore of the Schuylkill and
fhe “Inclined Plane” at Belmont. To
him it was a useful, but most un-
(picturesque Invasion, “highly bene-
ficial to the community, no doubt,
'but destructivel to the repose and
seclusion of this charming scene.”

They say that there is nothing
new under the sun, - In this marvel-
ous age of invention we reap the
‘benefit of long hours of thought and
‘perseverance of the men who dream-
ad of sending speech through “the
air. By means of the radio we, of
the present age, have the - world
‘Brought right into our homes,

After Franklin discovered electri-
eal force, Morse ia credited with the
telegraph, and quite recently Mar-
jeoni utilized the teachings of both
'and developed wireleas telegraphy.
‘Radio, through evolution, is at this

time the electrical wonder of the
day.
According to Parton's “Life and
imes of Benjamin Franklin”
Frauklin was in reality the first to
discover that electricity could be
transmitted from the source to an-

|other point some distance away,

without the use of a metal condue-
tor, He, at one time, sent a spark
across the Schuyvlkill by laying a
wire down fo the water’s edge on
one side of the river and receiving
it on & wire suspended in the wa-

{ter at the other gide of the stream.

Franklin in writing to Peter Col-
linson, in 1748, =aysg: “Spirite at
the same time are to be fired by a
spark sent from side to side through
the river, without any other condne-

‘tor than water; an experiment which

we some time since performed, to the
amazement of many."”

SOCAFP




1t is not necessary to go back in-
to the distant past to the
iof Kelpius, the hermit, or “"Mom"
Rinker, on her rock, to find the Wis-
‘sahickon as a paradise for lovers
{Bf sylvan solitude,

i People began to find ont the charm

of the place years ago. In 140, a
|log hut was erected on the eastern
bank of the creek, just above Ridze
}avenue' as an emblem in the “Tip-
pecanoe and Tyler, Too” campaign
of General William Henry Harrison,
for President.

Thomas Llewellyn secared posses-
|sion of this log cabin and stocked
it with Dbeasts and birds—owls,
hawks, eagles, coons, possums, fox-
ez and sguirrels., This was the
forerunner of our present Z00.
Llewellyn wag not content, and buy-
ing one of the old horse-drawn pas-
|genger cars of the Philadelphia,
[Germantown and Norristown Rail
|Toad, set it up on the opposite side
|of the road and installed in it fwo
large black bears.

On November 4, 1869, a tremend-
ous Il'e'-.shm roared down the “valley
|green,” carrying shrubbery and
[small game before it and even rip-
plug sturdy trees into kindling.
| The old railroad car, with the
bears Inside, loudly voicing their
complaint, was carried down stream,
like a Mississippi houseboat. The
bears, it is pleasant to record, snap-
{pad their chains and swam ashore.

The next day one of the bears—
which had been given up as lost—
ghowed up under ludicrous eircum-
stances,

George Lieb Harrison, on School
lane, employed a man with a vivid
Jimagination, who was a little inelin-
ed to see things. A policeman,
{Thomas Short, of lhe Manayunk
Station House, spled Pat running
down the lane as if all the Dan-
ghees in Ireland were after him,

Pal, emulatinig Paul Revere, shout-
ted warnings as he ran and yelled
{to the cop with the scant breath
ﬂui.t ‘was in him, “Get away from
: Shltra its f.ha dl\dl himsqlt

days

ot over the ield Wil'a
NS p& pon his back!™ s

'rhe Bbear, in search of lrlemis J

|fﬂﬁﬂ. nad wandered into a. ooruﬂelﬁa

There he butted into a shock of
{corn.and one of the sheaves bcca.ma,,
entafzled in a piece of the chaind
which still hung fo his neck Thm
corn stood. up and waved like it
plume, and ‘hence the stampeda of
the superstitious son of Erin.

| Sechopenhauer—a sour genius, but
a genius—speaks contemptously of
ipeople herded into small rooms, un-
able to get “enough of one another's
company.”

| It you enter a village or small
‘town and want to find the man ot
|.\'outh of ability, do you look for him
leaning over the village pool table;
sitting at the drug stove fountain
or lounging around a corner with
other vacant minds? Certalnly not
You find him at work, and you us
|ualiy find him alone. L

Think how public institutions.
\dwart the brains and souls of un-|
happy children condemned to llve|
|in them. No chance there for indis|
| vidnal, separate development. Mil-*
lions of children have grown up in
| such- places, millions of sad nonens
[tities.
|- You wonder why so much ability |
{comes from up the country—why a
|Lineoln comes from the backwoods,

while you, flourishing in a great

!city, can barely keep your place as
‘a stenographer.

The countryman has got to be br.-
|himself, much of the time, whether
he wishes to be or not. If he has
‘anything in him, it comes out, A

Astronomy, man's grandest stud¥,
grew up among the shepherds. You
of the cities never even geée the
stars, much less study them,

Don't be a sheep or a deer. Don't
devote your hours to the company
and conversation of thoge who know
as littie as you do. Don't think
hard only when you are trylng to
remember a popular song or to de-
cidé on the color of your winter
overcoat or necklie.

Remember you are an individual,
not a grain of dust or a blade of
grass. Don't be o sheep—ba a
_has taken Nature and &
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[Providence a hundred million years
|to produce yon. Don’t make fhem
ism‘r,\' that they took the time.

Get out in the park and walk and
[think. Get up In your bedroom,
|1'c-ad, gtudy, write what wvou think. |
|Ta11c more to yoursell and less to |
{others.

The first known school in the
Falls was in a building long occu-
pied by John H. Green as a resi-
dence, on Queen lane. After that
came the school in Bmith's octag-
onalshaped bullding in which Pro-
fessor Nicholas H. Maguire taught
young men.

The old Academy, on Queen lane,
erected. In 1819, was opened as a
echool in 1821, In that building the
Forest School was started, with Rob-
ert Fraley as teacher, In 1851 it
was removed to the new building,
on the Carson property, where Mr.
Fralegxy was succeeded by the Rerv.

\ Robept Mackie.

~— Tn 1848 a school was opened on |
ILahoratory Hill and continued until |
the close of 1853. ;

The latest school in the Falls is |
the parochial school of St. Bridget's
Cathollc Church, SCCATFF




'har /zi.:é /?a._f, e

, cwar the Schuylkill,‘ls an in-

| tan—coun‘ty ;tlmeture. it thig is not
true. :

Wiien * the bridge was construct-
ed, In the nineties, by a syndicate,
of wihich the late J. V. Merrick, of
Roxhorough, was a member, a three-

from the estate of George B. Rob-
erts, just south of City avehue, on
the west bank of the river. The
highway  was then straizhiened,
which permitted the builders to
‘erect the bridge so that bLoth ends
rested on property in the city of
| Philadelhphia.

The City Line orlginally curved a
 short distance north of the west end
{of the bridge. There was'a railroad
station, just around the ecurve of
the hill as the old City Line road
|proceeded on its way i0 join the
{ Biver road, which is now a thing of
the ages, the ground being covered
with a maze of railroad #racks in
the yard of the American Bridze
Gompany. The station was finally
imoved further north and is known,
{oh the railroad maps, as Pencoyd.

There is an old tale to the eifect
that Robeson's knoll, where the
eastern end of ithe bridge rests, was,
during the War of Independence, the
|8lte. of a grist smill operated by
British sympathizers. The story
goes on to say that in the mill,
glass was ground into the flour
Which was to be sold to the Conti-
nental Army. - Fortunately, the
scheme was “nipped at the bud” and
tthlottars captured and punished

cegrdingly.

The old Twenty-first Ward cover-
ed a very large temtory. including
Roxborough, Manayunk, Wissahick-
‘lon, the Falls of Schuylkill and the
country down to \tontsomery ave-

cornered plot of ground was bought

Twentydirst, Twanty-olchth, Thirty-|
leighth and ’l‘mmpsemnd Wards.

Under a ch‘artar'ginn by Charles

{TI, King of-England, in 1681, the re-
!gion west of the Delaware was
|granted to William Penn, the Quak-

er, who colonized it and founded
Philadelphia in 1682. This grant in-
cluded the State of Delawara, and
the whole ferritory was ruled uhder
|the same proprietary until 1688,
| when a separate logislature,
although the same governor, was al |
lowed that seection of the provinee. |
This sytem of government was r01-|
lowed until 1770,

The Penn charter included ground |
|covared by previous grants, which
were vague, made to the New Hng:
land colonies of Virginia and Mary--l
land. All the boundary lines were
eagily seitled except that separating
| Pennsylvania from Maryland, which
was not defined until the end of tha
Mason and Dixon survey, in 1767

The original Swedish settlers
readily coalesced with the Quakeprs
|and the remarkable thrift of the
| people, combined with the humans
treatment they accorded their Ins)
dian neighbors. soon made Pennsy'l"!
vania a fiourishing commonwealti. |

The influx of Iarge bodies ofl
Scotch-Irish and German immigrants
rapidly increased the population and
\\(alth

The government organized by Wﬂ-]
| liam Penn continued until 1776, wi sn¥
| with  the other provinces it job ﬁd‘
uiu the fizht for independence. l
| In 1780 a new state constitution
|wasl formed. The ecapital of the
|state was moved from Philadelphin
to Lancaster in 1799, and wag there
nntil 1812, when Harrisburg was so-
lected as the seat of the stale gowv-
ernment. SOCATR
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OBSERVATIONS

The tale of *“Moore's Cattng
alnng the west bank of the river In
Fairmount Park, recejved recogni-
Uon through the well-known “Bal-
Ind Stamzas™ which the poet. Tom
iMoere, cemposed ‘while amid the
ehchantments of the Sehuylkill.

I knew, by the smoke that sc
i gracefully curled

8 ~Above the green elmg, that a cot-
o tage was near,

And T sald, ‘It there’s peace to be
found in the world

A heart that was humble, might
hope for it hero!’

iy

o

“It was noon, and on flowers that

languished around,
In silence reposed the voluptuous

bee,

E?erv leaf was at rest and I heard
not a sound

“Bul the woodpecker tapping tne
hollow beech tree,

SAnd, "here in this lome little wood,
I exclaimed,

‘With & maid who was lovely, to
saul and to eye,

’W’ho could blush when I praised her

- and weep if 1 blamed,

" How blest could I lve, and how

calm could 1 die!’

the shade of yon sumac, whose |
rved berry dips

' sweet to recline,

tANd to know that I egighed upon in-

'4, nocent lips

* - Which had never been sighed on,

-{/ by any but mine!™

~ Away back in the dim past, the
8 was & favorite place for ihe

althy cilizens of Philadelphia to

pet. their country homes,

The Mifflin mansion was one of

most noted and was bullt hefore

tavolutions by Governor Thom-

Muﬂiu who lived in it for

| tecture, belng twa aturies and el

|high, and having in front the u.sun;}
:IBm‘ massive pillars which supports

ed a piazza, or balcony.

It was always a source of Intér
st 1o  the *:fcpje of Euqumili\re
mings. Curipus Slories were current
about the mansion. Like other ald
houses, it was supposed to have
been hauntied, to have double doorg
and doors that would not stay clos-
ed. When tha house was torn down,
[in 1893, a secrel room was actnally
- found befween the first and second
floors.

Mifflin, the soldier and statesman,
was &t one time the foe of Washing-
ton, but was glwayvs a staunch pa
triot,

He was the first governor of the
[State of Pennsylvania, under the
constitution, and was continually in
public life from the age of his ma.
|jority until his death in 1800,
| Franklin and Robert Morris were
|frequent visitors and Washington
a1 occasional one. These famous
men, it is said, often drove out from
|the eity to the Mifflin home and
took breakiast with the governor,
and then made their way to Bel
mont, where Judge Peters was ever
ready to extend his hospitality.

J, P. Brissot de Warville, in his
“New Travels in the United States
lof America, in 1788,” describes a
visit to Governor Mifflin, at the
'F‘dils of Schylkill,

. The mansion passed into the

hands of Algernon Roberts, who

called the place “Fountain Park”

and during his possession it became
famous for its beauntiful fountains
and deer park,

After Roberts died the estate had
several owners, Bergdoll and Psot-
ta, the brewers, owning it at one
time and erecting a brewery on a
part of the property. In 1852 it was
bought by Samuel Winpenny for
$3500. The brewery was later
known as Stein’s brewery.

The ground, which was at the
foot of Stanton and Eveline streets,
is now occupied by two- and thuo-
storied dwelm:gs and s

=




_ Until recently there stood at
School lane and Ridge avenue, = |
1 storied bulding in which Phil-.
lip Gukas kept a tavern before and
(during the Centennial year,

~ In front of the place was a stone
| watering trough, and while many a
- steed quenched his thirst in aqua
Jpura, outside, his master would find
refreshments, inside, that would sat-
jisfy the higher order of animal,
' man. :

Surrounding the place, from |
‘School lane along the west side of |
ihe railroad to the IHigh Bridge, and |
on the east slde of Ridge road, was |
a park which was an Lxceedmgl,\|
popular place for picnics,

Gukas, the owner of the tm-'m'n!
tand park, was a genlal German, who |
lived farther up on Bchool lane, _

The property on which hie heme
was built extended back almost to
Midvale avenue, and Gukas erected |
a brewery on this rear portion of |
his land. Warden drive, as It takes |
its first bend beyond the Library,
passes exaclly over the spot on
which this brewery stood. The
strueture was destroyed by fire some
thirty-five years ago.

The tavern al Ridge avenue and
School lane was afterward occnpied
by a man named Alexander Grimes.
Later an Englishman, familiarly
called “Tripe Bob,” obtalned pos-|
session of the place and served |
soup and tripe, which was sold in
various lorms, and other English
delicacies, to the people of the
neighborhood,

“Tripe Bob"—his proper name be-
ing impossible to obtaln, on account
of the popular use of his nlekname
—was 4 type of Inglish aporftsman,
and was the owner of 4 large ken-
nel of setters and pointers.

The tavern was used for many
piirposes, “fur a long time, until
jabout B year ago, when it was burn- |
ed to the ground and all that re-
‘maing are the stone filled cellars, |
wki\:ll m almost hidden Ly iarge

-

‘[tients had expired the doctors €om- |
|cluded to call the epidemic “spotied |

!I-.\'. until the scientific
| was bestowed upon if.

lacross the river—William
'was the first employer to adopt the

|paid the workers for sixty hours.

v 'l ‘.y 4 '} & ¥
Pennsrlvama, passed hig boyh-uod 8
the ¥Falls of Schuylkill. The Sam-
uel Breek School is on the old Car-
son estate, =
In a cholera epidemic, in 1832,
Professor Carson, who had been ab-
sent, in India, returned and took an
active part in alleviating the suffer
ings of the people, both in the Falls
and farther up the Schuylkill :
Ta February, 1863, the Falls play:|
ed a leading, but sorrowful, part in
the history of the medical profes-
sion, The disease now known as
cerebro-spinal-meningitis  made it8
first appearance in this town. A
number of people—apparently in
the best physical condition—were
suddenly stricken with an unknown
malady and died within a few hours..
The physiciang of the town, arter
|consultations, worked together as a;
|unit and were joined by Dr. Jewell, |
of the facully of Jefferson Medicall
College, in thelr efforts to combat
the disease. After o number of pa-

fever,” which name it was known

appellation

Those interested in the welfare of
laboring people may he interested
|in a Hittle serap of local history con-
| cerning early laws on the subject.
In the Washington Print Works, |

of Cooksockey—which was just
‘Bimpson

ten-hour-a-day labor law after iis
enactment in the State of Pennsyl
vania and wag the only one to makel
fitty-eight hours a week's Iaboy, and |

SCCAFF ||
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| OBSERVATIONS

The chemical manufacturing com-
pany of Powers, Weightman & Ro-
sengarten s 107 years old. The
foundations of the firm were laid in
1818, when the United States was
etill in its infancy. As the young
nation has grown, so has this con-
cern and its history ig closely link-
ed with thal of the growth of the
American chemical industry.

. The firm had its birth when TFarr
& IKunzi began the manutacture of
chemicals in 1818, in a small plant
near Twelfth and Arch streets.
Abraham Kunzi, a native of Switz
erland, retired from the business in
1838, In the Interim, to be exact,
lin 1820, the firm had moved to a
location on Eighteenth street, near
Falrmount avenue. After a year at
this place it again moved, this time
to Fourth and Green siréets. In 1822
| &nother move was made and the
topcern Settled at Ninth and Par-
rish streets,

At this time the neighborhood
Was practically open country with a
few houses in the vicinity, These
sparse seltlers took objection to the
manufacture of heavy chemicals, like
sulphuric, muriatic and other acids,
that the fumes were ob-
dectionable. This led to the estab-
lishment of a branch laboratory at
ihe Falls of Schuylkill and was the

Hfipst branching out of the house,

. I 1838, when Abraham Kunz re-
tired from the business, hig partner,
3011:1 Farr, an Englishman, associat-
ed with himself, two of his young
€ Thege were Thomas H, Pow-
s and William Weightman, and the
head of the firm declared that he

[d merely taken a liking to them

and made them partners, although
y ightman was Farr's nephew. The
concern then became known as John
. This was later |
changed to Farr, Powers & Welght-
iman and, on the death of Farr, In|
the filrm pame was, again

‘this time to “’ ol
; by which n it

| first was Swiss, uoming from one ot

~f /Qm, ducl / ?a’

the French cantons, while Zeitler
was a German, from Wurzburg, They
‘began to make ehemiecals on Bt
John street and were the first to
manufacture the alkaloids of chin-
cona and opium in this country;
having begun to make sulphate of
quinine in 1823, sulphate of mor-
phine in 1831. Salts of quinine

were also manufactured in 1825, by -

John Farr & Company.

At the time Seitler & Zeitler en-
tered business in 1822, George D.
Rozengarten was engaged in the
wool business. He was g competent
accountant and being versed in the
French language, % well as in
his own native CGerman, was called
in to audit the accounts of the chem-
ists. The satisfactory manner in
which he accomplished his work
made, for him, friends of both mem-
hers of the firm.

On December 1, 1823, Charles Seit-
ler sold out fo young Rosengarten,
who thus became Carl Zeitler's parf-
iner. The receipt of that transfer
lis still in existence and guarded as
ia relic by the Rosengarten family.
Seitler afterwards returned to work
ifor the firm in which he had once
held a half interest.

Zeitler also withdrew a shorl time

(later and George D. Rosengarteng

lcontinued alone, but later took &
(partner named Dennis. Dennis with-
|drew about 1845 and, shortly after
this, Mr. Rosengarten took in his
gons, and the company
known as Rosengarten & Song. This
firm continued in that status until
the amalgamation with Powers &
Weightman, in 1905, and the united
firm has sinee been called Powers,
Weightman & Rosengarten. ..
| New York and one in 8t. Louls, The
| history of this house from tg very
inception has been one of conservas
tism and reliability amd it is prob-
ably the best known manufacturer
of general and medicinal chemicals
in the Jlﬁd Slnlea, it not any-
where. :

b o .:,....:_.

became |

=
The firm hat three plantsytwo in
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lighted electrically, there are a few|
which still depend upon gas lamps. |
[ Years ago even these were comsid-
|ered wonderful, the Ridge then be-
ing Mt at night, with camphene
| lights.

The official who had charge of fill-
|ing, cleaning, and lighting these
|lamps was Lewis Mettinger, & res-
|ident of the Falls, and the perform-|
ance of these important duties was
regulated by the rising and setting
‘of the moon. Tf the moon rose ear-
{1y, no lamps were lit until it set; if |
|1t rose late, though the lamps were
iit early, they were extinguished
when it appeared—which was, no
doubt, an econgmical procedure.

SCCATF
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'OBSERVATIONS

The young men of today who are
\athletically inclined are proud of
itheir achievements on baseball and |
football fields or basketball floors. |
As time rolls on they will look back
at the days of their glory with fond
Temembrance. [

Not ail of the good teams, that!

have peen made up of Falls boys,
are of the present age, Back in|
1001-1902 the Forecast printed some |
interesting news concerning the do-
ings in local athletic circles.

In one article is a letter from Wil- |
llam Gray, of the Roxborough base-!
{hall team, and James V. Kelly, of |
the Wissahickon baseball team,
th&nking the members of the Young
Mens Literary Institute for some
dresssuit cages that they received |
for the efforts: they had made on!
‘the ball field. |

Willard Hess, managed a basket- |
ball team—the Hast Falls—which
ABeld an enviable reputation through- |
out the eastern part of Pennsylva-
fia. Some of the players nnder hls‘
direction were: MacKay, Walters, |
[ Buckley, Hoffman, Walten, Walter
Maith, Sterling, Cole, Stout, Stamm, |
‘Hutchinson, Siefert, Clayton, Stock- |
‘er, Molineaux and Myers. Tren-|
with, Murphy, and Campbell played
tat wvarious times with BEast Falls,
St. Bridget's and the Y. M. L. L.
Iteams.

St: PBridget’s had a wonderful
team, which broke a great many
records, composed of the following:
IEn{m Murphy, Campbell, Trenwith, |
Kelly and Coyne. The Young Men's |
hoclatian had a five made up from
16 men whose names are here list-
’ed Dalphin, Marriott, Phy, Me-
Lamn. Warren, Mirk, Clayton, Whit-
laker, Schofield, QLrengel and Crop-
‘per.

The Y, M. L. I

- outfit had as play- ‘
e:_-s: Murphy, King, Parks, C. B.
elly,

Trenwith, Enos, Campbell
l{nNeill J. Furlong,
Q‘qle. White, Foster and Coyne,

~ Footballl Who forgets the old|

W. Furlong, [

| Westmoreland  + team? £

| Kirchoffer, Reese, the Du nlaps

and Sam—and all the rest of the
erew. And rough old days they
were, too.

The Fairview eleven and the sub-
stitutes were picked from _these:
"Kelly, T. Murphy, T. Gribbon, R.}
|Gaughan, V. Hurley, J. Mirk, F.|
| Short, G. Maguire, J, King, Buckley,
{Shivers, Clegg, Tweedie, Barch,
| Turner, Kelley, Homer, Jenkluson,
| Welsh and Matsinger.

Yes, Clearfield has always had a
team. The following men played in
|1001: R. Timbers, J. Nichols, G.
Denby, D. Flemings, 5. Auty—he can
(still play—B. Bright, “Yank" Welsh,
|H, Daly and Hughie Owens,

Reams could be written of the
gporting activities of Falls boys, es-
pecially of other years. The Mont
irose and Chamonioux Boat Clubs,
|the Mohawk Canoe Club, the Fair-
| view baseball team, the Falls Quoit
|Club, on Scott’s lane, are among the
| other organizations which have ab
| yarious times turned out men of
gkill, nerve and muscle.

When the boys of the present day
have lived another twenty years, to
1945, they too, will look back with
|pleasure to the days when the)rl
played a leading part in the athletic
events of the Falls.

It is gemerally held, that the first|
|settler in the Falls was Garrett|
| Garrettson, of Swedish extraction,
‘who is supposed to have lived here
in or about 1680. The *Garretta—!
/the name having been shortened—|
[for five generatlons have occupled
the original estate.

It appears, from some old records |
of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania, |
that one Hans Moens promisged to
build a mill at the Falls of Schuyl-|
kill, and that another man, Jan Sho-|
etan, made a claim for land near[
where the Falls Oreek emptied into |
«the Schuylkill. © This was about
where the present Midvale avenue
Inow touches the River drive. It Is
probahle that Moens and Shoetan..
tand possibly a few others that are |
[now unknown, share with Garrett-
{gon the honors of being the original
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-’settlers.

In an old map showing the Falls
of Schyulkill and its vieinity in 1750,
ther are farms and plantations
(which are marked: Rebeson, Mor-
|8an, Garrettson, Palmer, Shuts,
\Bond, Francis, Hood, Mifflin, and
(Harrlson, to the east of the Schuyl-
|kill, and Evans, Roberts, Peters and
|George to the west of the river, A
sawmill and a sickle mill are also
{8hown and appear to be situated on
| Falls Creek, probably being the first
mills erected in this loecality.

SCCATR
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| When the prospectors of old,
‘while seeking for the preclous treas-
ures of Mother Earth, continually on
[the alert with the hope of having
their dreams realized, made a gen-
‘nine “strike,” even though it was
the fultillment of their expectations,
they often experienced an unexpres-
sable feeling of elation over their
good fortune.

The writer quite recently was fill-
ed with a similar elation when, in
search of material for this column,
he was graciously handed a copy of
‘the Parish Bulletin of St, Bridget's
Church, by the rector, the Rt. Rev.
Honsignor W. J. Walsh.

The interesting history of this

Church which is contained in the
‘Bulletin, no doubt, familiar to all of
'its communicants, is not generally
known to all of the people of the

alls of Schuylkill.

It is with the intention of disclos-

dng a few of the real “diamonds” of
Q.‘_the history of the town that were
Hound in the Parish Bulletin that
‘this article is written,
" The first person of the Catholic
faith to dwell in the Falls was Thom-
a8 Hickey. who came to the town in
1825, He lived to be 80 years old
and died December 30, 1865,

The first holy mass was celebrat-
&d in this community in 1834, Thom-
a8 Drennan resided in the place
where mass was first held. Peter
‘Nolan, who came later, drove the
first pick into “the ground for the
foundations of the old St. Bridget's
Church and for more than fifty years
-;t‘rad opposite the edlfice, on Stan-
ton street, which was then known
ag James street,
| Thomas Hickey, Thomas Drennan
fand Peter Nolan left many descend-

ants to ald in upbuilding the faith

of which they Wwere the ploneers in
this community.
§ It is interegting to us of this gen-
eration to know that the early Cath-
‘alics of the Falls were compelled
ftﬂwel to St. Augustine'’s, in order
aar holy mass. We revevently |

“at their devation, for in rain |

(acquired estate served both as a

porlfatron tac.ilIties ot their dn.y, they
regularly attended to their religlous
| dutles. :

In an earlier “Observation” on the
(schools of the Falls of Schuylkill, it
|is now evident that the writer was
| not in possession of all of the facts
|concerning the town’s educational
linstitutions.

In 1831 what is now world re-
inowned as Laurel Hill Cemetery,
| was a popular pleasure ground. It
|was there that space was secured
for a boys' school, to relicve the
crowding of the students in the small
seminary conducted by Bishop Ken-
rick, at St. Mary's, on Fourth street,
|above Spruce street. Father Jere-
miah Kiely- taught the classes, and
‘a part of the mansion on the newly

chapel for the school, and a place
of. worghip. It was in this modest
place that holy mass was first pub-
licly celebrated in the Falls of
Schuylkill. The property was event-
ually sold to the Laurel Hill Ceme-
tery Company, and classes were re-
sumed on Queen lane—on Plush Hill !
—in echarge of Professor Maguire,
who boarded at the Falls Hotel. |

Monsignor Walsh also tells the|
writer of the vecollections of the)
late Pierce Flynn, in which Mr.
Flynn often spoke of a school which
was conducted on Stanten street,.
just below the site of the present
church property.

When an Augustinian priest cele-
brated the final mass in the chapel,
at Laurel Hill, the Catholics of the
vicinity looked about for another
place of worship. A frame and
stone building on Ferry road was
procured, in which gervices were
temporarily held, The history of
the parish, in subsequent years, re-
cords the occupancy of the old acad-
emy, on Queen lane, and the resl
dence of Richard Kelly, on the site
of the offices of the Dobson Carppt
Mills. Later the homes of Alexan-
der McBride and Christopher Kelly,
on James street, were selected for
holding divine wservices. Father
Hugh MeMahon attended the mis-
sion from Nicetown, being assisted

by Father Domenec, who afterward
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2 61 of Pittsburgh, and
s Cullen.

A meeting for the purpose of or-
ganizing and procuring a site for es-
tablishing a local church was held
in the home of Thomas Byrne, on
James street; and in Sepiember,
11853, the cornerstone of the church
was laid by venerable Bishop Neu-
mann, assisted by Father McMahon,
who was appointed the first resident
pastor and lived opposite fhe old
Mifflin mansion.

The Rev. Jamea M. Cullen, of Si.
Michael's, succeeded Father McMa-
hon, and pushed the work of build-
ing the church with great energy.
In the year 18556, it was roofed and
dedicated to St. Bridget, on which
oceasion mass wa# celebrated by the
Very Rey. Willlam O'Hara, who af-
terward was consecrated bishop of
Scranton. .

The firat Fourth of July picnic had
its inception at the time of the ded-
jcation of the church. There is still
preserved a ticket, issued seven
years after the dedication, which
yeads: +“Seventh Grand Annual Pic-
nie of St. Bridget’s Sunday School,
at Strawberry Mansion, 1862 To,
former regidents, of the Falls, these |
pienics, which are still continued by |
every Sunday School in the town,
give an opportunity for those who
are compelled to seek a livelihood !
.elsewhere to have a traditional fam- |
ily gathering on the Fourth, in which ‘
to revive recollections of “Home,
Bweet, Home,"”

The Rev, Thomas Fox, of St. Pat-
rick’s, in Philadelphia, succeeded
Father Cullen. He was an indefat-
igable worker and of an exceptional-
ly amiable disposition. He was re-
vered by all the people of the Falls,
regardless of their faith. The day
of hig funeral was the occasion of
a great outpouring of the people of
the town. Business was suspended
for the time, It was a wintry day,
and the ice and sleet on the streets
and sidewalks made travel almost
fmpossible. So that the faithful
might, with safety, attend the ob-

sequies of the beloved pastor. Wil-|
liam Simpson & Sons, Powers &

Weightman, and John & James Dob-

‘son sent horses and men to haul

ashes and spread them on the

streets. i

The Rev. Richard O'Connor, 13'?5,
who had been pastor of St. Pat:
rick’s, in Pottsville, succeeded Fath-
er Fox. Upon the death of Falha’t
O’Connor, his successor was Father
Martin, of St. Stephen's, but this
good man served in the Falls only
a little over a year before he dled.

in 1884 the Rev. Willlam Walsh,
an assistant at 8t. Paul's, came to
St. Bridzet’s. It was under this
well loved priest’s direction that the!
parish school was established. The
cornerstone of the school was laid
in 1887, and in September of the fols
lowing year, it was opened with &
class af children, under the care of
the Sisters of St. Joseph, The little
band of eight nuns included Blater
Laurentina, whosa interest in every-
thing pertaining to the parish {8
cherished by the present congrega-
tion. Under the direction of Mother |
Angela, Mother Pacifica, Mathea; Am
relia and Mother St. Franclsy th&[
school has extended its curriculum.
The work of these devoted women
is fondly spoken of by everyone who,
has attended the school.

After serving the parish for twen-
ty-four years, Father William Walsh
died and was succeeded by the Rev,
Bernard P. Gallagher, and he, In
turn, was followed, in December, 1818
by the present pastor, Monsignor
Walsh.

Even with the length of this ar-
ticle, T have given but a bare out:
line of the history of St. Brldgst‘j,]
and it is with deep regret that spa.ea*
compels me to omit many names of
people who have faithfully ser
the church, in various capacithi‘
since its establishment in the Falls®

SCCAFF
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Away back In the early days of
the' Falls, there were many inter-
esting 1:&0';:10. In addition to the
Smiths, Mifflins and Garretts, such
names as Shronk, Sorber, Hagner,
Krail, Johnson, Evans, Mower,
Staace, and Jardine have been fa-
miliar in the affairs of the town.

The village of the Falls, actually
only a few miles from the city, was
countrified and has always had an
lindividuality as noticeable as any
town of inland Pennsylvania or New
England, The majority of the peo-
[ple were engaged in local pursuits,
being farmers, flshermen, black-
smiths, carpenters, mill owners and'
mill hands; These with the parson,
doctor, teacher and innkeepers, made
up the backhone of the population.

They were a fine lot of people,
with interests then—asg they should
he today—in common, good citizens,
-lgnod lovers and good haters, good
friends, and good neighbors.

THe Observer has often witnessed
the mystified expression on the
faces of strangers, at a gathering
dn the Falls, when some of the old
flocal names have been mentioned in
the course of the conversation,

Such places as Sugden’s TOW,
"Pasteboard row, Duich Hollow,
Cocl-roach row, Dobson's row, Cas-
tla Garden, Plush Hill, Byrne's row,
are all familiar to our old residents, |
but to the stranger in our midst the |
locations of these places are undis-
closed.
| SBugden’s row & a collection nF.|
[dwellings which are near the Tori|
Richmond Rallroad crossing to the
old mill, near Scott's lane,

Pagteboard row is along
avenue, above School lane,

Duteh Hollow i8 the ground along
Midvale avenue, between the rail-
road and Ridge avenue,

(ockroach row has disappeared
antirely, the ground mow bheing the
‘property of the city of Philadelphia,
jon which has been erected a public

Iddge

' bathHouse: _ i

Dobson's row Is the long row of
stores aleng Ridge avenue, from
Crawford streel fo abgut one square
belaw: Queen lane,

Osstle Garden, still ian existence,
stands at Frederick and Stanton
dfreete—the row being, at one time:
a single building which waz nsed
as a place of worship by the Falls
Methodist Chureh.

Plush Hill is the local name given
to a row of houses on the old Smith
estate, on Queen lane, about &
|equare above Ridge avenue.

And, last but not least, is Byrne's
row, at the top of Stanton street,
just above St. Bridget's Parochial
School. The row i3 now the prop-
erty of St. Bridget’s Chureh, which,
it is believed, will at some future
date, erect a high school on the
ground.

James street—better known as
Jimmy street—is now Stanton sireel.
Elizabeth street we now call Cress-
|well. Brewery street has been nams-|
|ed after a mayor and is called Arn-|
|old, as are a good many of the
| streets which were once numbered, !
such as Fox, Vaux and Stokley
| streots. :

Years ago the country midway be-|
|tween Queen lane and School lane
|was beantifully wooded and several
|streams ran down fo the Schuylkill
River from the east. The woods
extended to 'Wissahickon avenue,
!(Wer the most of the distance, pri-
| yate properties along the lanes hav
ing heen cleared and cultivated.
The youth of the Falls used to
have delightful times tramping
through this wooded ground. Shrub-
|bery, underbrush and wild flowers
|were ta be found in profusion. Rab
|hits and squirrel were plentiful and
thousands of birds made the waoods
gound with their songs. Days spent
lin chestnutting were happily expers
ienced in this old woodland, The
chestnut {ree hlight of some fffeen
or twenty veara ago, destroyed all
of this speciea of fine wood, and the
houses which are being erected on,
|the ground are rapidly making it
\necessary to remove the other va.

o
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(rleties. ~ .
| Midvale avenue now wends its way
through what was the center of
this woods. Through the district
ran several creeks. One of these,
the most northerly, ran into the
Laboratory ravine. Another Tan
down Midvale avenue to the Read-
\ing Railroad, and, passing through
a tunnel, emerged on the other side |
to run down to Ridge avenue, where |
it met another small afream from
the southern side of the woods,
These creeks made their way
around a hill that was known asg
Blackberry Hill. This was just to
the west of where “Bast Falls” sta-
l{.lnn. on the Reading, is situated.
The brooks, after they met, pass-
ed under an old bridee on” Ridge
avenue, near Midvale avenue, form-
ing a fairly good-gized stream, and
ran for a few hundred feet between
willow trees to the Schuylkill, '
SCCATF
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In a recent conversation with one
of the old residents of Cooksockey—
the village of some 300 souls which
was once situated on the bank

of the Schuylkill,

west
opposite the Falls
—he recalled many pleasant memor-
tea of his childhood,
interesting to the
umn,
With
journey

which may prove |
readers of thig col-
him 1 took an imaginary]
through the old village in |
the year 1872, from the gouthern |
boundary, near the present Columbin
avenue bridge, up along the river to|
City Line avenue, nnd west ag far as
Belmont avenue,

Near the present Columbis avenue
hridge was (he oll works of the Phila- |
delphia and Reading Oll l'-:mi|1:|11_\',|
Jusl below this point were the homes
of the Logans, the Clarks and the
Roneys, although the latter family
subsequently house near
*rimes lane

walked northward,

e of “Messeeny”
rett’s lane,
dwelt
man—John

Garrett’s

maoveld to a

past the

on the corner

community’s
Pagker

lane was named fr
family, d &

neighborhood. The

River road to Wesl

irrett who ow
vast estate in the
jane ran from the
Philadelphia
Walking
above the

lane, Just
we came to
the haunted Montague,
which wag notorious at the time as
the place where a young woman had
heen murdered.

Continuing west along the old lanas
we came to the home of Willlam
MacIndoe, who worked at Hunter's
mill, in Hestonville. After saying,
“How do you do?” teo Mr, MacIndoe, |
we came to the home of the MacFar-!
jands, and across the road, in o cedar
thicket, lived George Missmer, the |
hutcher. |

In the next house lived a family |
by the name of Quay, and then came |
“pPril” Batler's farm. g

Philip Garrett had a house on the,
[site of the present Woodside Park, |
| His next neighbor was Murray Close, |

up Garrett's
railroand track

house of

and a school house stood—and stifl
iz used by the Board of Education—
next the old Close residence. |

Andersons were located in the next
| house that we came to, and after
passing it we stopped in to see Lund
Montagne, who was a son of the|
owner of the haunted house, farther
down on the the lane. 2

Anderson’s saloon was on the cor-|
ner of Garrett's lane and a road
which is. now a part of Belmont ave-
nue.

We then turned our steps eastward !
and down the old Falls road toward
the Schuylkill. Near the place where
we turned was a mushroom patch
| which belonged to old Charles Eagle,
and just a little farther on was the
home of Samuel Wynne, |

Charles Butler lived a little to the |
west of Matt. Quay—a relative of!

| the late senator of the same name—
who lived on the site of the Philadel- |
{ phia Country Club. '

Howard Long, a
| was a neighbor of Quay, and next to|
‘Loug wasg the farm of Charles Hag-

book publisher, |

ner.

On the opposite sgide of the ro:uiI
lived Harry Pretty, who wag the
manager of Simpson’s Washington |
Print Works.

We slowly wended our way back
to the junction of Garrett's lane and
the River road, so that we might|
visit that part of the village along
the Schuylkill. !

Campbell's farm ran along the|
River road for a considerable dis-|
:tance, and we finally reached an old !
rope walk, at the foot of Johnson's!
lane., Thig ran up the hill to thej
present Chamonioux Mansion. John-]
gon was of a firm which was promi- |
nenf in the publishing business in!
Philadelphia.

Passing Johnson's lane we came to
the homes of James Grimes, young
Owen Conuper, Jim Dillon, Maurica
Holster, John Wood, the elder
Thomas Wood, Samuel Harper, Mar-
tin Lovell, William Mawhinney, Joe
Anderson, the younger Tom Wood,
Thomas Grimes, Mary Ann Harper |
and John Cruse, who kept a grocery
store, until we have made our way
to the “Duteh Bloek,” which was oe-
| cupied by the familles of Minningan.'




| Lohringer, Hennis and Rochenbach,

We made a short detour up Grimes
| lane and along a road which parallel
ed the railroad track, as far as “Bob"
Crompton's, at the foot of Johnson's
ke,

Close by was the village school, |
taught by Miss Mary Hagner, with |
Miss Birkmire as her assistant, The |
school wa built upon the gide of the‘
hill, and underneath the class room
dwelt Mrs. MacFarland, Jim Lord’s
family and the Widow Fitzpatrick,
who kept a general store in the vi-
cinity,

We dropped in to #ee young Owen
Connor, and npon leaving him pass. |
ed Robert Jardine's house, {

Harry Wilcox, old Peter Boyle,
George Wilcox, Jr., Matthlas Zimmer,
the shoemaker, and Michael Breen
lived along the River road, just be-
low the stone bridge. Aeross from
them was the old Continental Hotel,
of which Margaret Morrison was the
proprietress. In the same building—
the Continental Block—lived the An.
drewses, Kehoes, Hilberts, Myerses
and Bob Birkmire, l

| Above the stone bridge was a row
.of eleven houses—Simpson's Row— |
where we saw the families of John |
Nolan, Samuel Birkmire, George
(Black, Timothy Donovan, Jacobh Han-

sell. Peter Dykes, John Bogan, Wid-’
| ow McClay, George Hilbert and the
McGranns, with that of another
| George Missmer, who, by the way,
was no relative of the butcher of the
same name who lived on Garrett's
[ 1ane.
| We walked on up past the build-
||.ngs of Simpson's Print Works until
we reached the Falls bridge, where
we encountered William Dowdall, just
about te leave his home on his way
to work., After talking for a few
minutes to Mr. Dowdall, we resumed
our trip up the river to City line. To
get there we passed the homes of the
Nolla and Primms and stopped for &
few minntes’ chat with Mrs, Robert
Peel,

The number of places visited and
the dozens of people we saw on our
little imaginary trip through the old
village may be a little confused, but
anyone who is familiar with Cook-
sockey can straighten out the few
| minor details which might be wrong.

| The writer was unfortunate enough
to be born some twelve years after
the demolition of the little town, by
the Fairmount Park Conimissioners,
who had acguired the most of the

| property.

! SCCAFF.
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Quaen lane, after it crosses | .
Thirty-fifth street, takes a bend to |
the nortlieast and then proceeds in |
4 northeasterly direction to German- |
lown. After the reservoir was built |
by the eity, vehicles were compelled
to go around the basins but pedes-
trians could take an almost direct
route by way of a footpath which seps |
arated the two bodies of water. The
short stretch of Queen lane between

the eastern side of the filter plant
and Wissahickon avenue has been
abandoned for some years and the
greater part of the eastern-bound
traflic goes via New Queen street. |

At that point in the Falls where
Queen lane turns to the northeast,
Abboettsford avenue has its begin- |
ning, The first few hundred feet of
this avenue was originally a privaie |
road to a house, which still stands, |
called Abbottsford. It may have |
heen named after the ancient hnme’i
of Sir Walter Scott, but it Is more|
Jikely that it received its appelia-|
tion from the fact that, at one time,
a family by the name of Abbott oc-
teupied the place.

There is an incident in "Pember.
‘ton"—a mnovel by Heunry Peterson—
which has been said to refer to this |
Abbottsford of the Falls. |

Between the house and the south- |
east corner of the reservoir was,|
during the Revolution, a small pri- |
yvate burying ground. The place was|
gnclosed by a fence, and one of the |
stones indlcated that Captain Simﬂ.I
of the “British army, had been 1n|
terred there.

On the corner of ’I‘h.hty-lhirdr
street and Abbottsford avenue stmd]
'8 log cabin which, historians tell us, |
was used to isolate men of the Brit-
ish army who were Btricken with
yellow fever,

The original part of Abbottsford
was bullt In 1752, by a financier |
‘mamed Nicholson. There {8 some !
dispute oyer the name, some claim-

mt Nicklin was the proper

“being the Whites, MWossés,
IBirds Wilzsons and Abbotts.

At one time when changes were
being made around the place an un-
dersronnd passage was discovered,
extending toward Scott’s lane. The
tunnel was wide enough for a person
to crawl throngh and is thought to
have been a secret way of escape,

General Knyphausen, who had
command of the Hessians in the bat-
tle of Germantown, is said to have,
at times, temporarily resided at Ab-
bottaford. -

Musket balls, grapeshot and mili-!
tary buttons have often heen un-
earthed nearby. The Observer has
in his possession a United States
penny, dated 1794, which was picked
up on a path in front of the house.
The penny, which was coined two
| years after the opening of tha flrst
United States Mint, is as large as
the present half-dollar and has on
|its edge, instead of the familiar
milling, the words, “One hundred
for a dollar.”

The rapidity with which modern
homes are being erected in the im-
mediate neighborhood will make it
'only & short time until Abbettsford,
like other old landmarks, will van-:
ish.

In the early days of the TUnited
States the villages were sometimes
spread far apart, so that it was ne-
cessary for each to have an inn or
tavern where travelers could stop
for refreshments or rest.

The Falls village was like other
towns in this respect. The oldest
recorded hotel was one called Fort|
St. David’s Hotel, and the original
building is still t0 be seen today.
The sign which hung in front of
this hostelry bore a picture of the
old St. David’s Fishing Club,

In later years, the hotel was call-
ed the Falls Hotel, and ag such it is
wtill known, It has always been &
popular resort, more so in the days
of the horse and carriage.

However, it had {ts rivals, for ho-
telkeeping was an entertaining and
profitahle business and the Dove and
Swan, at Nicetown lane; the Robin
Hood, at Strawberry Mansion, and
the Fountain Park, on the Ridge at |
Stanation street, also had their reg-|




ular patrons, |
When winter sporis were inﬁ
vogue and the Schuylkill was froz-
en over, skating as far as the Falls
was- a popular amusement. Sleigh-
ing, too, was in fashion, and many
a merry party made the Falls Tav-
ern the terminus of its ride, with a
stop, perhaps, at the halfway house,
Lambs Tavern. The Falls Hotel
was celebrated for its catfish, which,
when served with waffles and cof-
fee, attracted thousands of visitors
to partake of them. _
SCCAFF
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MK C.' in hls “Schuylkill,”

writes as follows:

L”Of Shronk, the doughty fisherman,

| Famous with line, and net, and
seine.”

Godfrey Shronk was a noted fish-
erman who passed a long life at the
Falls of Schuylkill. Many of his de-
dcendants are still residentg of the
town and the writer of “Schuylkill”
goes on to say that “when a boy I
have listencd by their firesides, with
interest and admiration, to their re-
jeitals of his wonderful piscatorial
! achlevements.”

Hagner, in his historical sketches
jof the Falls of Schuylkill, also
tfpeaks of 8hronk, the fisherman,

- When Dr. Smith—a eelebrated
Episcopal minister and the first pro-
(vost of the University of Pennsyl-
i vania—lived on Queen lane, it is re-

tated he was renowned, gmong other |

things, for his liking of good din-
ners, He once undertook to repri-
mand Godfrey Shronk for fishing on
Sunday, when Shronk replied: “Doc-
tor, If your dinner was at the bottom
Of the Schuylkill, vou, too, would be
dwvery apt to fish for it.”

And between you and me,
‘lieve he would have.

I be-

Some weeks ago the ohserver was
I fortunate enough to have the privi-
lege of scanning some old files of The
Forecast, that sterling little paper
that was once distributed in the Falls,
by the Carwardines. Of particular
intersst to the writer were the forms
‘of amusemeni that were in vogue
‘her in the Falls some twenty years)
ago.

= We of today, when we eeek enter-
'tainment, have only to put on our
ﬁts and coats and ‘go to the nearest
'_‘movie * Twenty years ago this was
impossible. The people of the Falls
had to wait for one of the local or-
gantzntiunSMthp Montrose Boat Club,
Lihe Y. M. L. I, the Creslon Stock
pany or some of the various
ureh societies—to stage an enter-
[gﬁpment for the amusement of the

lspnted three or four plays.

e ——
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Oms 6i these srnnimtians. ‘the
Creston Stock Company, compesed of
ome talent, under the able direction
of Bernard Dowdall, annually pre:
In The

| Forecast of March 20, 1902, iz a Te-

view of one of thess shows, “Ths!
Shamrock and the Rose,” which had
heen staged upon the boards of old
0dd Fellows Hall, on the preceeding
St. Patrick’s Day evening.

01d folks and middle-aged resi-
dents will recall old times by read-
ing the following:

“Kvery seat, as well as every inch
| of the standing room in Odd Fellows
Hall was crowded by a delighted
audience to witness the production
| of that sterling romantic Irish com-
| edy-drama, “The Shamrock and the
Rose,’ by the Creston Stock Company,
on St. Patrick’s night.

“Notwithstanding the greal crowd
[the best of order prevailed, and the
only complaint was from those un-
able to secure a reserved seat. They
were at & preminm,. and nearly-all
| were sold before the doors opened.
| “The production of the play, as
ungn by the Creston Stock Company,
I]l.l‘- never been surpassed, the por-
.'“‘-"” of the different characters as
well as the staging being true to na-
ture and called forth from those who
witnessed it the most flattering ex-
pressions of delight and satisfaction.

““Ag’‘John Desmond,’ the Irish pats
riot and outlaw, Roland Sedgwick
gave a powerful delineation of the
gallant and noblehearted young
Irishman, while in the eorresponding
part of ‘Miss Filzgerald, the Rose of |
{ Wicklow,” Miss Renie Longbine at|

|ouce eaptured her aundience, the
| beanty and loving nafure of the char-
racter being brought out with such
gaweetness as to be bul brightened
{with the power and intensity of her;
thatred for the English captain,

“The character of ‘Squire Fitzger-
jald,’ the father of ‘Rose, was in the
capable hands of William Robert-.
Iahaw. who gave a portrayal which
[brought forth strongly the feeling of
iintnlemnca which animated the
breast of the old squire over the suf-




ed wtth much nlemms!. ax

“William B, Ehly handled in a
most masterly manner the character
of 'Lieutenant Douglag of the Eng-
lish yeomanry’ and in love with Des-
mond’s sister. The playing of this
part by Mr. Ehly did full justice to
& character full of noble impulses,
and while faithful in his allegiance
to his king, yet resents Injustice, de-
fies his superior officer and, at the
risk of his life, frees the innocent
Desmond.

“In the part of Nano,” John Des-|
mond’s sister, was seen Miss Florence |
McGarrity, who with a sweetness and
sympathy of expression clearly re-
flected all the beauty of a sister's
love for her outlawed brother, while |
yot remaining true to one whom lml
regarded as an enemy.

“A clever piece of character wm‘k|
was seenp in the rendition of ‘Shaun
(Clarey,’ the spy. which was taken care
of by Frank Sedgwick, his drunken
geene, as well as his meeting with
[ Beck, being particularly well receiv-
ed.

“Ag the arch villain and conspira-|
tor, ‘Captain Beck,' Harry Hayes was |
all that could ke desired, an ovation
being tendered him by continued hias-1
{ing. He was also the recipient of a |
handsomeé bouqnet of roses.

“Miss Elizabeth Leewright made a
! wingome Ileen—she and her ‘sprig
'of shamrock' Coll MeGarrigle, as
Rarney O’Grady’ fairly captured the
andience, keeping them continually
in roars, whenever they made their
appearance, ]
| “With Miss Leewright's ideal Tleen, |
! the most praize that can be accorded |
Mr. McGarrigle, as ‘Barney’ g in saYy-|
ing that he fully equalled his broth-
[ér, John MeGarrigle, who as
edian has no superior, his brogue and |
ready Irish wit belng rich and pure,
As ‘Barney’ MeGarrigle sang several
songs, and Miss Leewright ‘The
Harp that One Through Tara's Halls.”
William Ransford, as “Thornton,’ also
shewed a full understanding of the,
partg sssigned and played in a very
i a.ccgpiahle manner,”*
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Through the courtesy of Ernest E.
Carwardine, the Observer was glvenu

the privilege of reading throughl

some old files of The Weekly Fore-
‘east, & weekly paper which was pub-

lished in the Falls of Schuylkill by
G. and E. Carwardine.

The particular volume which prov-
od of interest was one dated from Qc- |
tober, 1901, to April, 1902, !

Looking back over a span of twen- !
ty years, there was found comedy,’
tragedy and life in all its phases.
News items of people, some of whom |
have gone to their Creator, some vslmF
now, through their diligence and ap-|
plication have reached prominence,
others who were children and have
reached manhood and womanhood,
are all significant of the progress of
the community and impel the reader
to pause, that he may consider the
eternal cyele of things in the circle
of existence.

The publishers of the Forecast
were particularly interested at that
time in efforts they were making to
have a Business Men's Association
founded in the Falls, and, after
'months of work, were succesgful in
their endeavor.

The attitude of the elder Carwar-
dine, as well as that of his son, to-
wards improvements for the localily
was exemplified in the editorials
which appeared regularly in their
paper,

In the winter of 1901-02 a small-
pox epldemic was prevalent in the
town and there appeared the names
of various families in whose homes
some of the members were afflicted.

The interest given by the publish-
(org to a fund for a McKinley memor-
lial also occupies a large space in the
igsnes of that particular winter,

Some of the advertisements proved
{of unusual interest to the writer, and |
to mive others some of the pleasure|
that was derived from reading them,
[#ome of the prineipal facts are pasge- |
iad along, |
- Jacob Stehle advertised the ract]
-- ke had in stock, at his place of |
sz, at Howman and Cresson |
, the best Schuylkill and Le-l

‘high “eoal. FHandsome Jamps and
fancy articles suitable for weddings
were 1o be had from Mrs. Jardine, at
4170 Ridge nvenue. Men’s furnish-
ings of the latest styles were sold by

Adam Mettinger, of 0dd Fellows'|
Hali. - H:-W.-Sherlogk tolg..of the

groceries that he carried in his store, |
at Ridge and Mlidvale avennes, The
Fallg only nioving man, Amos Dyton,
had paid space in the paper. And
Sowden's meat market had ads iu the
paper of that day, from the same lo-|
cation that it now occupies,

The prices of the goods advertised, |

too, gshow the trend of events since|
1901. Sowden's advertised sirloin |
steak at 16 cents a pound, legs of
mutton at 10 cents a pound, and but-|
ter—the hest—al 28 cents, Ogden|
Peel, who kept a grocery store uexti

door, sold sugar at 614 cenis a pound. |
The Midvale Tea Company—Brongh-
ton's—had potatoes for 75 cents a;
bushel. The Standard Bargain Store, .'
Max Weiss, proprietor, at 4225 Ridge |
avenue, told the world that it sold|
men's pants for 75 cents, boys’ over-|
coats for 9% cents and corgets for 39|
cents, \

The tale of Lydia Darragh, a hero-
ine of the Revolution, well known to|

, all lovers of history, has had at times |

llh{'. cloud of doubt thrown over it !
i It has been relaled that Mrs, .Du.r-|
|ragh, at whose house an officer of
Howe's army wag quartered l!uring]
the British occupancy of Philadel-{
phia, overheard a plan made by the |

British generals, In which Washing-
ton's army, at Whitemarsh, was fo
be captured. She made an excuse |
that it was necessary for her to go
ta Frankford for flour, and, after
leaving the house, got in communica-
tion, through some patrictic person,
who notified Washington of the plan,
thereby frustrating the British.

Robert R. Shronk, of the old Falls
family of Shronks, one time put forth
another version of this story cons|
cerning the saving of the American |
army. It ig of interest in its rela-I
tionship to one of the oldest families
in the town.

When the British in Philadelphia
planued to capture General Washing:|
ton, the dsughter of a Hessian sur-|
goon, Charlotte Est, who had come)
prer the ooean to this country with)|




lor fTather, averheard the plot, and

: el or laart
having a tender E in her hear

alled—marri
daughter of Ch :
Anthony Wengell, who lived in
Frankford, told how when he was a
boy his grandmother would fell him
of her early love of Washington and
| of the ride that she once took'to save
him,
| Charlotte Bst afterward married a
|George Wenzell, A gon of this
| couple, Nicholas, was the father of |
| Anthony Wenzell and Mrs, Mary A. |
Wenzell Shoemaker. This Mrs. Shoe |
maker was the mother of Mrs, Rob-
ert Shronk.
' it proves that the Lydia
have its basis on
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“Threequarters of a century ago,
the village of the Falls of Schuylkill
presented n different appearance from
the present, and the cemeteries that
‘now cover the hills between it and
the eity were in their infaney. The
Ridge road had long been a main
avenue of travel, but many of the
tracts that are pow built up In rows
(of houses were then woodland, or
iwere occupied by country places of
teonsiderable size. Here and there
along the Ridge may still be seen a
few of the dwellings of an humbler
sort that antedate that time.”

The foregoing paragraph is the
apening one in “A Brief History of
the Church of St. James the Less”
which was compiled by Samuel To-
‘blas Wagner, in continuation and
relaboration of an article published in

1899, prepared by the Rev. Blliston
J. Perot.

The “History” says that one of the
country places of that day was Mount |
Peace, which stood on the site of the
present cemetery of that name, It
’was the home of Robert Ralston, the |
Jeading spirit in the founding of the
Church of St. James the Less, Mr.!
Ralston at that time was a member
of St. James Church, in Philadelphia,
of which the late Rev. Dr. Henry I
Morton was then the rector.

In the minutes of the vestry or
| April 80, 1846, it is written that a
meeting of gentlemen was called, at
Mount Peace, upon Mr. Ralston’s in-
vitation, for the purpose of consider-
‘ing the expediency of establishing a
parigh church in the neighborhood,
The meeting, it appears, was quite an
efficlent one for transacting business,
It regolved to organize the proposed
‘eongregation, to choose twelve ves-
‘trymen and to consider and adopt a

Igho Church Standard of October T,

ceeded to do, in all details.”

The vestrymen chosen were Robert
‘laleton George Blight, Corneliug 8.
imith, Tobias Wagner, Dr. Charles
Treichel, Philip M. Hagner;, John R.
‘Wilmer, Willlam F. Grifiits, Joseph

form of Incorporation, which it pro—]

'8, Burnett, George Helmuth, Osman

I926
Reed and James O. Kempton.

Robert Ralston and George Bligm
were elected wardens, and the Rew.
Henry J. Morton temporary rector of
the new chirch.

Messrs, Ralsion, Blight and Wil
|mer were appointed the site and planz
| commitfee for the church, and Mr.
Ralsgton, with Cornelius Smith and
William Griffits, formed the commit-
fea on bhy-laws.

The chureh, it is sald, received its
name from its close association with
8t, James Church downtown, the new
parish being dedicated to the other
James the Apostle, known as James
the son of Alphaeus, or “James the
, Less™ in old English, contrasted with
“James the More.” The Latin dis-
tingnished these men as Major and
Minor,

The site of the Church of St. James
the Less was chosen in the Fallg vil-
lage, first for its proximity to ‘the
village and of the settlement aeross
the river—Cooksockey, and its vicin-
ity, no domubt—second, its central po-
sition in the triangle formed by St
Luke's, in Germantown, St Mat-
thew's, in Francisville, and St
David's, in Manayunk; third, its suf-|
ficient distance from railroads and
noisy or dusty roads; fourth, its
proximity to the Ridge road as a
means of access, and fifth, the com-
manding eminence of the location.

The property formerly helonged to
the Laurel Hill Cemetery Company
and was acguired by the church on
| July 27, 1846. The original lot was
about an acre, being 350 feet on Lamb
Tavern road—now Clearfield street—
400 feet on Nicelown Ilane—now
| Hunting Park avenue—and about 250
| feet at the base of the triangle which
it formed.

The plans of the church were fur-
| nighed by the honorary secretary of
the English Ecclesiological Society—

I

formerly the Cambridge Camden So-|

ciety—who was frequently consulted
during the progress of the work of
erection. The church was designed
very- closely te the plans of St

Michael's, Long Staunton, Cambridge-

shire. The contractor was John E.
| Carver. |

In December, 1914, the vestry made
overtures to tho estate of the Iate1
John Dobzon, who had long been a
member and vestryman of the church,

for the purchase of the =rounds on




(the north side of Clearfleld street, he-l
theeu Thirty-gecond and Thirty-third |
streets, to prevent the erection of
buildings whieh might be objection-
abis to the church. Through the gen-
erosity of Mrs. Samuel D. Riddle and |
‘Miss Sarah W. Fiske, now Mrs. Wal-|
ter M. Jeffords, this lot was donated

fo St. James the Less,

A parish house and a residence,
now used as a rectory, have been
completed and dedicated on the
lground on the north side of Clear-
fleld street.

The “History” is replete with in-
| teresting facts concerning the archi-
tecture of the buildings, the famous
people who are buried in the adjoin-
ing graveyard and explanations of the
various beautiful gifts to the elurch.
The booklet is also profusely illus-
trated with pictures, from that of the
original building in which are shown
people who are old-fashionedly atiir-
ed up to the photographs of the pres-
ent-day edifice and parish buildings,
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It often occurs that in the anunals
of & community, such as Bast Falls,
some outstanding character is recall-
ed. who, through his undefatigable
efforts and love of his neighborhood,
in a literary sense, if not actually,
“raised by his own bootstraps™ to
a place of prominence.

The name of Hamilton W. Sher-
tack is not strange to our local res-
jdents. He was born December 28,
W57, in the locality ol Twenty-first
and Lombard streets, He attended
thegpublic schools until he was 9

| Telegraph,

He was afterward found,
Barefooted lad, tending pleces in
Dobson's old mill, on. Scott's lane.
It was at this menial labor, at slight
recompensg, that his first introduc-
tion to the people of the Falls was
made.

Later, he secured a position in
the Brussels carpet department of the
game firm, and from creel boy to
weaver, and finally manager of the
department, he earned promotion
with no assistance other than his
own diligence and indomitable en-
ergy. He entered the “Brussels
ished” in 1877, where he remained
until about 1888. During his man-
agement of that department, its ca-
pacity was doubled, and the work
developing uwpon him began to tell
upon his health.

,nUpan the advice of physicians,
heé resigned his position with the
| Dobsons and started in business for
-|himsell, opening a grocery store at
what was then known as “the hicky
corner,” Ridge avenue and Calumet
street, which is now occupied by
the S8unday School of Grace Reform:
+d Episcopal Chureh,

He proved exceptionally success-
ful in the grocery business, bullding
up such a large trade that he was
forced finally to seék more commo-
dions qguarters, which he found at
Ridze and Midvale avenues, where
‘he continued to do a highly success-

vears of age, when he started out
to earn his own living by becoming
& newsboy, selling the old Evening |

94521.

ful and rénsunerative business.

His wvolltical life dated back M
the casting of his first vote. Heé
was-always an active worker for his
party, his first recognition belng an
alection to the sectional School
Board, en which he served for sey-
eral terms. He was honored with
the secretaryship, as well as chair-
|manship, filling the latter position
juntil he was elected to represent
{the Thir{y-cighth Ward in Select
Chuneil.

; From the foregoing it will be seen
uthat Mr. Sherlock was honored with
|the hizhest gifts that were within
ithe power of the voters of this vi-
cinity to bestow, and his later se-
lection as assistant commissioner of
highways was not only a recognition
of his work for his party, but also
reflected additional honor on the
({Falls of Schuylkill, in the appolnt
ment of one of her eitizens to such
a high and responsible office,

In addition to other honors, M.
Sherlock was the representative, for
several ‘' terms, of the Thirty-eighth
Ward to the Republican City Com-
mittee, and was so until his death.

Never of robust health, Mr, Sher-
lock -advanced through his own
energy and ambition. He always
made a point to make himself famil-
far with all the details and work-
|ings of any organization or under- |
rtakmg with which he became con-
[nected. This characteristic of his |
Ilif‘e. even as a boy, whether it was
|in a baseball elub or social organi-
zation, often forced him to fill offi-
| ciat* position. His record iz the
isame in any fraternal or other lodge |
ior organization to which he belong-
{ed; he was called upon to fill all the
chafrs.

Hamilton Sherlock went to his re:
ward more than twenty vears ago,
but the memory of this upstanding
citizen, a friend to everyons, will
live through the lasting effects of
his sctivities for many years 'tod
come.

Of all the historians of the Falls
of Schuylkill, probably the best
known is Dr. Charles K. Mills, who
has precorded many interesting hap-
penings of our locality,

His “Military History of the Falls

_ol Schuylkill,” published in a series




of artlcles in the Weekly Forecast,
in 1918, while principally military in
character, also tells many other in-
teresting events concerning the
town angd its inhabitants.

“Phe Schuylkill,” published in|
1876, by Dr. Mills, under the ana-|
gramistic nom de plume of “M. K.
{C.." 18 a poetical story of the Schuyl-|
kill River and its vicinity, |

He also was the writer of mamy |
short articles published in the daily n
papers of the ecity.

Charles H. Hagner published a'
small volume of Falls of Schuylkill |
history, in 1869.

Bernard Dowdall, in a series of ar-
ticles printed in the Farecast, about
1905, also contributed a vast store
of “then and now"” stories of the
PO W,

Dr. Willlam 8. Baker, who was
noted for Washingtonia, contribut-
ed @ paper on the Camp by the
Schuylkill Falls, which wag present-
od before the historical Society of
Pennsylvania, in 1892,

Robert Roberts Shronk, too, has
added numerous short historical
|sketches of the locality and its peo-|
| ma'
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I[ To

the

prove that p:mm!n.ln efforts,

Falls Schuylkill, have
sther been confined to the pres-
'rfﬂTlII_\. the Observer noted in
1902 copy of Forecast a Tre-
print that had
| published in alls Star

10, 1884, “Recolle
Michael Arnold.” This man
|'Pr-\ ard, Philadelphia’s
|judu‘;. wrote ag follows:

“My at the Fallg
menced in 1853, although 1
miliar with the place during
pix years before that. The
were built of stone, wood, or
rougheast, T think the first pressed
brieck home that occupied by
Louis Naher, on Ridge road, above
the road leading the Reading
Railroad bridge.

“Hpencer streel—now
..Lud all the streets on the
|l.llr~ Norristown Railroad,
vet laid out. James street—now

ol not

l‘ll[
the
been
May
tions of
was,al-

court

article
the F

enlitled

of an

one of
He
residence com-
was fa-
five or
houses

was

Lo

Calumet—
hill, near
were notl

‘hmmn ag Stanton—was DBuilt up

did
prior

not

Lo

improvements
| come during the time
1860, Ridge road was a turn
“ThHere
brick paven
'sequently muddy
frequent.
“The mode
was by s ]

|'slowly, as
fast
street railway,
boardwalks, con-

wansg quite

nts or
walking
of travel to the ecily
and in the summer by

the even the
were out 1..‘,\‘

river;
brought
mail

steamboats on

'(iaii_v papers
|steamer. The
(a dozen letlers

“Dobson's Mill
|Shaw's Mill, and
lold square building
1 have seen it burned
three times.

“Fire companies came
{the city and made their visgit a duty
land a pleasure trip also. 'Water
was pumped into the engines,
there no fire plugs, and n a
lghort time pumps got ehoked up
|wi|h gravel stones.

*There an old
{house on the Ridege road, near the
rentrance to the public school house,
fwhich was called Nugent’s Mill. I
“was burned wveral times.

*“That part Laurel [iill, above

daily was about

used to be called
consisted of the
on Scoit's lane.
out two or

were
t ey
Wils

mill and dye

Ot

of

from |

s
|

bricl, |

f{tk

(f2e

[Eidarfield siFest, wik called Kelly's:
I]'ill There was a tavern .en il
which was a gr resort ‘on Fourth
of July. :
“There that
ald
to
Al
road—its

houses on
road—below the
the road leading
Railrcad Dbrldge.
of that

WEre no

| junction “1"1 -hl‘ Ridge—was an old

blacksmith shop.
“hard corner,’
the bad walking in
the fact that the
geenpied by men
the nar-
of Eet-

wall and a
corner was called

stona
The
yunt of
ather and
was generally
feet protfuding made
rew sidewalk difficult
ting over.

“The Baptist Church had been
built: so had several small houses
hetween it and the Ridge; but there

none above the church, In|
all that ground now gkirted by

weL w
wall
WhHOosEe
mare

were
faet,

lthe houses of Queen lane was wild |

|ETOWI,

hlackberry bushes and chest
rput trees fourished and possessed
ereat attractions for the birds. Rab-
hits and squirrels came from that |
far down. and I have been told thal
woodeock also ventured thero.

“The old sthool house was gpume-
fimes used for school an weekdays
and for church on Sundays. [t was
dedicated by Willilam Moore Smith
to- Robert Watkins, Godfrey Shronk,
William Deal, Robert Ralston, and
Charles Hagner in the vear 1816, in
trust as a church and school for all
denominations, Public exhibitions,
conecerts, ete., were also given there;

| Indians—mock and real—came there.

| Now

vou go to the circus to see

| them,

|in

i
gentleman,

“Qamuel Garrett lived farther up
the woods, The couniry around
him was wild indeed. It has been
said that his house was occupied by
Count Donop, the commander of the
Hegsian contingent to the British
Army during thelr occupancy of
Philadelphia, prior to the battle of
Germantown,

“Down in the valley below his
house, the ground was in hollows,
round, like old cellars, and it was
aaid that his troops dug it ount that |
way for thelr winter quarters.

“Mr. Garrett was an agreeabls old
who liked to have peo-
ple ecall and talk with him. On &
Sunday morning his house was a fa-




;| vorite resort for his @ =)
T It was built of logs, had ene big|
itoom and g fireplace large enough!
" |for people to sit in. He wore large
- |bagey trousers and a long loose vest,
“{while his broad shirt collar stood up
. tlon a line with his ears.
Y1 “The land that he occupied had
|been in the Garrett family since the
|time of Penn, and had passed by
descendants down to him. If is
said that some of his ancestors
i were murdered there by robbers.
| “The old residents of the Falls
| {whont I recollect were Richard Penfi
|Smith, Emanuel Krail, William H.
Sorber, Samuel Winpenny and Eliz-
{abeth Morrison, all of whom are
{now dead. They were agreeable
{and intelligent talkers, with whom
I frequently conversed and learned
many of the traditions of the place
—that do not get inte books, but
are carrled down in memory from
gne generation to another.”

1

The writer, last fall, attended a
football game at Cahill Field, which
is the athletic ground of the Catho
e High School, at Twenty-ninth
and Clearfiéld streets, On this site
| Was the old:Bond-Wharton mansion,
which figured largely in the early
{history of the Falls and its vicinity.,

Just previous to its demolition,
some sixteen years 4go, it was
jknown as the Harris farm. An old
map of the estate shows that the
Property was of irregular shape run-
ning from the present Twenty-fourth
street to almost Thirty-first street,
and from north of Lehigh avenue to
Clearfield street, whiech was then
|known under the name of Lamb's
Tavern road,
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| The Tuilding on Ridge avenue, at

the  Talls air-
moun Park. now occupied by a part

bridge entrance to

of OGrace Reformoed BEplscopal Sun-
day School was, at ane time. known
a8 Shantz’'s Hall

1862, ¢itizens of
the localit; £ on the sscond fogr
of the hm.r‘m aover the store on
1 h grpund h-\ul which was, at that
time, conducted by o man named
Dovle, The meeti was cal
the pur of

Of soldis
Chirtim’
previous,

ernor
day
titizens of
themselves
basis ol the

svlvania

inko companies on
mdlitary laws of 1854,
if ne-

invasion of

The law was enacted to repel
thres

CaBiaIYy, any

the state.
Joseph S

the assembl

thened

was ol an of

P. El-

and Geor

dridge, secretary,
Meetings were held on three suc-
|eessive nights, after which the up-

Iper portion of Willinm Sorber’s wag-
(on - works—an old bullding which
still stands on Ridge avenue, below
Quoen lane—was procured as @
|i drill-hall, where drills were held for
several evenings under the tempor- |
ary command of Mr, Eldridege. |

At 8 A. M., September 12, 1862, |
John Dobszon closed his mill and,
With about forty of his men nmplny-
es, went to the drillroom and
volled with the company.

John Debson wag almost imme- |
diately chosen captain, Eldridge |
was named first lientenant and S. |
Sutcliffe, second Heutenant. The |
company numbered elghty-two men
by noon of the 12th.

This beginning of Company I uf'
the Blue Reserves, therefore, had
ils conception in the structure at
Calumet street and Ridge avenue.

A jollification dinner was held
there in November, 1864, in honor
(of the re-election of Abraham Lin-
Iculn
| AL that time the Falls of Schuyl- |
Kill formed the Second Division of
the Twenty-first Ward, The hall was
the headquarters of the Lincoln and
Johnson Club, of which Jacob Die-

2i- |

/P-19:¢

'ifféh was president and Joseph !!‘.'
Walker, secretary.

One nizght, just after the electi-on.
the Rev, John Enoch COhesshire, of
the Falls Baptist Church, was ecall-
ed upon to preside at a meeting,
One-half of those present wanted (o
parade, while the remainder were in
favor of holding & mass meéting.
Mr. Chesshire held the deciding vote

land suggested a supper, as a com-

promise, and so the feast was agreed
upon as a way to show their jubila-
tion for the return of Lincoln.

More than 200 partook of the
Yeats,” and the affalr was declared
a success. Great guantities of food
were left over, and these were dis-
tributed to the families of which the
father was in the army.

Hamilton Sherlock, who afterward
achieved phenomenal success in po-
litical circles, once was proprietor of
8 grocery store in this old building,
It has always been a quaint looking
place, being almost surrounded, at
one time, by a porch. This shed-
(tike affair was torn down several
years ago to comply with a building
ordinance, and the place assumed a
dejected appearance until the Church
|obtained possession and improved
{the property.
1

older men of the town relating tales
|of the good times they had, as boys,
swimming in the Schuylkill,
the Laboratory wharf.

One summer day, in 1859, a num-
ber of the bhoys were bathing at
this point on the river, when geveral
of them essayed to swim across the
stream. - One of the boys, a lad

ed from the rest. It iz probable
|that he intended to swim back to
the pier, but became entangled in
the thick grass which grew under
the surface of the water, and came
'lmlhin an ace of being drowned.

| A fisherman, named Shronk, who
|was passing in a boat, Towed to
where the boy was sinking for the
last time, and lifting his bedy into
the boat, hastily rowed to the shore.
After several anxious minntes of en-
ergetic work, -Bhronk succeeded in
reviving the lad.

What would the world have. loat,
it that boy had drowned? He later
studied medicine and, as Dr. Charles
K. Mills, has made for himself a

from |

The Observer has often heard the |

about 1§ years old, became separat-'




world-wide reputation as a neurolo:
gist and historian,

An  immortal Centennial poem,
“The Schuylkill, was written by Dr.
Mills, while still a youth, and was
signed with the anagramistic ano-
nymily of “Af, K. C.”

It tells of his early veneration for
the Schuylkill and the beauties of
the Wissahickon, a mountain gorge |
in the heart of a great ciiy. |

It is indicative of the love that |
|Dr. Mills has for the manifest!
{charm of the locality, which has |
many times been the subject of writ-
ers of romantic adventure, but Mills
who as a boy tramped almost every |
fool of the region, in person, and is
still familiar with all of its histori-
cal facts and legends, in the humble
belief of the writer, has in “The
Schuylkill” written a tale, that ex- |
cels them all, |
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Man Who Started Parcel Deliv-
ery Before Civil War Recalls
Early Experiences

TAVERNS ON THE PIKE

When the Falls of Schuylkill
housewife takes down the telephone

receiver and calls up a department
gtore to order something which was
advertised in the papers, the good
lady, more than Hkely, does not stop

in so «oing, over her

grandmother, The present day shop-
keepers, too, are In the habit of
phoning an order to a wholesale

house and having the goods deliver-
ed the same day.

telegraph, telephones and automo-
hiles have annihilated both time and

firat freight transportation servica.

Just previous to the Civil Way
two Falls of Schuylkill men, thea
yvoung in years, were employed a4
teamsters by ‘William Simpson, ul
|his calico manufacturing plant, 1
|Cooksockey. John R. Scoit, wha
still lives on Ridge avenue, anid
James MeCarty, who has long sing?
cone to his Creator, were the two
youths who decided to start in a navs
husiness of their own.

McCarty thereupon left Simpson's
Mill, and with a single horse and
wagon, started malking trips from
the Falls to the eity, taking order
from the varlous stores, taverns anid
individuals in the then country vil
lage, and golng into Philadelphia,
malking his customer’s purchases, or
picking up goods which had been
previously ordered by mail and haul-
(ing the articles out to the Falls on
lthe same day.

The business was a success from
the start, and the following week
Mr. Scott joined McCarty and form-
ed a partnership which lasted over
a period of fifteen years.

In his reminiscences of this early

ed some facts of real interest to

L
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land Market streets,

|paved with large round pebbles, call-

to consider the advantage she has, |
mother or |

Steam and electric railways, the!

distance since the days of the Fally' |

those who take pleasure in tracing
the development of the old Falls vil-|
lage. I
The local office of the partners
was in Adam Mettinger's store, in
0dd Fellows' Hall. They traveled
daily, regardless of the weather, t0
their Philadelphia office, at Third
In those days
Ridge road was a turnpike and was

ed cobbles.

The only means of passenger
transportation was a stage ooach
line which ran from Barren Hill to
Ninth and Vine streets. This was
long yvears ago before the enactment
of the full-crew law in Pennsylva-
nia, for the driver also acted as con-
duetor, the bus-like coach being
equipped with a small window at
the front, through which the pas-
senger, after mounting the steps in
the tear, would pass his fare and
receive hig <change. ‘The coach
started at 9 A. M. from Barren Hill
and made but one trip to Philadel-
phia and return each day.

When Mec(Carty and Scott’'s ex-

there were fortytthree taverns and
hotels, in the Falls. Think of It!
Among those that Mr. Scott was
able to recall were Tom Byrne's
| Hotel. near St. Bridget's Church, on
| Jimmy street—now known as Stan-
ton street—Byrne’s, on Ridge road,
& few feot northwest of the present |
Stanton street, and Fred Siehle's sa-|
loon and bake-shop. This bake-
shop is now used as the polling
place of the Teath Division of the
| Thirty-eighth Ward.

A large hotel stood on Ridge road
at the foot of Stanton street, and
with the Falls’ Hotel, also on the |
Ridge, just below Queen lane, satis-|
fied the liguid wants of man. |

Jacob Stehle kept a tavern, far-
ther down on Ridge road, in a place
that was afterward used as a post,
office. This building can still be
identified by the iron bars on its
windows which were placed there at
the time it was occupied by the pos-
tal authorities. It is just above the
Y. W. C. A, on the west side of
Ridge avenue.

express business, Mr. Scott disclos-

Paddy Hughes served drinks from
'his place on the Ridge opposite Fer-
ry street, while across the highway,

press business was at its height, |,




Louls Naher was his competitor, Cloneh, Wholad Ferved the TaNs of
Mrs. John May, quenched many Sthuyikill as ita representative i
thirsts from a location opposite the the (fonn of Philudelphia later
present Dobsou plant, while Cathe—l Losight the business from Wynne.
rine Dollard kept g hotel and gro- | Today, the divect descendant of
cery store at Scotl's lane ang R:idei the old firm of MeOarly and Scott
road, found deliver parcels, in
The old Dove and Swan was in all | e ‘more modern method of the mo-
of its glory, down near Nicetown under the direction of
lane, | i cis .. Y, Wi served with
There were other taverns scatter. r T o as a Heutenant, in
{ed around up on the hill and in oth- the récent frac with German
|er sections of the town, but their
former owners’ names have been |
forgotten in the lapse of time.
The expressmen were often called
to act as messengers by the pe-on]e|
of the community, there being times
when they purchased shoes, dry-
goods, barrels of sugar and other of
life's necessitles. Sometimes. when
the innkeepers were particularly
|hus_v. Seott or MeCarty would take
their money and pay the ligquar 1li-
cense fee, at the old City Hall, at
Fifth and Chestnut streets.
Hauling for the people of the Falls
Wil no easy task in those days, the
eEXpressmen’s hours being from 5 A,
M. lo 8 and 8 P. M. regularly and
often o midnight, during the holi-
day rushes,
The horses used by the local team
sters were stabled at My,
barn, on Ridge . When
}. 1 nWses

necassary for

i
taken to

blacksmith shop, below ©C
Etreet, on the Ridge, where
smithy was known as an expert in
the eraft. Mills, by the way, was
the only man, witlh adequate oquip-
ment and sufficlent courage to place
& new set of shoes on a pair of |
miules which Mr. Scott once owned

James MeCarty subsequently sold
poul his interest in the flrm to John
mooll and moved to New York, Ior-
tune falled to smile on the genial
[hiithman in his new location and' he
returned to the field of his early en-
deavors and resumed his former oc-
tupation. in partners with Hugh
weall—a son of hie former associate,
Later MeCarty conducted an axpress
husiness of his own,

In' more recent years the delivery
of packages in the Falls was t
vare of Ly Willlam Smith a:
Brother "Toss™ T

€d by Delaney




drawn to some person, who, doing
his work steadlly and guietly, with-
oul any fuming or fussing, is daily
displaying qualities which people
pay good money to see displayeu
upon the screen or acted upon the
stage.

‘One such is Willlam S, Green,
who for 40 years has been the sta-
tion agent at the Reading Rail-
road’s Hast Palls station.

This smiling man arrived in 18846
to take charge of Falls station, as
it was then known, Peaple, in those
days, found the station at the foot
Lof Bowman street. It was a little
house, which sat on the west side
of the tracks, and had a long wood-
en platform which extended from
100

Queen flane to a point about
yards away.
Part of the station was fitted up

as a dwelling, and it was here that
Mr. Green first mado his home in
the Falls, Later, the station agent
moved to a residence on Midvale
avenue. Since 1920 Mr. Green has
made his home at 714 Haws avenue,
Norristown, commuting daily.

The Kast Falls stationmaster has
seen many-changes in his
yeara of service, Lhe principal one
being the recent accelerated growth
of the Queen Lane Manor seétion,
which he remembers as open fields
and woods.

Mr, Green says, despite all the
inorease in population, the traln
gervice, in ite relation to the num-
her of traing run, is etill about
the same as it was when he first
went to East alls, and in explana-
tion of this says that, in 18846, the
‘rallroad’s only competitor was a
horsa-car line on Ridge road. To-
day the Tocality is served by three
competing street car lines— those
of Ridge, Allegheny and Midvale
avenues, In the old days a special
train was run on Saturday dafter-
noong, from Manayunk, to accomo-
date ecitizens who went to town
ta shop or {o the theatres. The
terminug of ‘the line then was al
Ninth and Green streets,

While stationmaster of the ald
Falls station, Mr, Green served as

long |

telegrapher, ticket-clerk, basggage-
master, freight agent and was, in
fact the general factotum, working |
from 6 A.M. to 12 midnight,

Since the erection of the present
station, at Midvale avenue, Mr,
Green has three assistants, who
work eight hours a day each, and
a porter who takes care of a vast
amount of work.

Since the war the express service
has been discontinued, it being ear-
ed for by the American Rallway Ex-
press Company, from North Phila-
delphia.

The old station, at which the sta-
tion agent served for 27 Yyears,
was the scene of many aeccldents,
few safety devices then bheing in
evidence. There is now a dividing
fence between the tracks, which
extends from Queen lane almost
to Calumet street. Only one fatal
accident has occurred near the new
station since it was erected.

The mail, which was formerly
received .by a messenger, sent hy
Postmaster Michael Murphy, when
the postal authorities had thelr lo-|
cal headquarters on Ridge avenue,
is now under the care of the sta-
tion agent. since the new station
is within the requisite distance of
the present post office, on Midvale
avenue. -

The station agent says the desig-
nation of the station, BEast Falls,
came about through the confusion
which arose whenever anyons ad-
dressed trunks and othar parcels
to Falls of Schuylkill, when no
such name appeared upon the tarift
schedules of either the raflroad or
géxpress companies. As there wera
iwo other towns in Pennsylvanla
called Tallg, the goode shipped to
this point often travelled around to
all three towns hefore reaching the
proper destination, To ohviate this
the railroad company decided to
call the station Bast Falls, to dif-
ferentinte ' from a statlon on the
west gide of the river which was
called West Falls.

The recent miner's strike, says
AMr. Green, was the first time in bis
memory that a condition arose
which compelled them to use soft||
goal to heat the station.




“News”
~10-2¢6
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IA NEW VERSION
. OF AN OLD STORY
!

The following is from Sccali's
“Obgervations” in the East Falls
| Herald.

| The tale of Lydia Darragh, a hero-
|ine of the Revolntion, well known to

| %11 lovers of history, has had at times
the cloud of doubt thrown over it.

It has been related that Mrs. Dar-
ragh, at whose house an officer of|
Howe's army was quartersd during|
the British occupancy of Philadel-|
phia, overheard a plan made by the|
British generals, in which Washing- |
ton’s army, at Whitemarsh, was fo‘
be captured. She made an execuse
qthat it was necesgary ‘for her to go
to Trankford for flour, and, alter
leaving the house, got in communica- |
tion, through some patriotic person, |
who notified Washington of the plan, |
thereby frustrating the British.

Robert R. Shronk, of the old Falls
‘family of Shronks, one time put forth
another version of this story con-
cerning the saving of the Amerlcan
army. It is of interest in its rela-
fionship to one of the oldest families
in the town.

When the British in Philadelphia
planned to capture General Washing-
ton, the daughter of a Hessian sur-
geon, Charlot* Est, who had come
over the ocean to this country with
her father, overheard the plot, and
having a tender feeling in her heart
por the great American general, de
termined to save him. Barly in the
morning she saddled a horse and,
with a mealsack started out, appar-
ently to go t Frankford for flour.
When away from prying eyes, she
rode to Washington's camp and per-
gonally told the general of the plan
to capture him. After having been
| thanked by Washington and caution-
ed mnot to let anyone know of her
vigit to him, Migs Hat left the camp,
rtode to Frankford and obtained her
flour and returned home.

“Hob' Shronk—ag he was familiar-
1y called—married a great-grand-
Ldnughter of Charlotte Est.

Anthony Wenzell, who lived In
Frankford, told how when he was a|
hoy his grandmother would tell him |

her early love of Washington and |
£ the ride that she once took ﬁ?

m, SVl
Charlotte Est afterward married a |
George Wenzell, A son of thig |
couple, Nicholas, was the father of |
| Anthony Wenzell and Mrs, Mary Al
| Wenzell Shoemaker. This Mrs. Shoe
maker was the mother of Mrs, Rob-|
ert Shronk. y5
And so it proves that the Lydia
Darragh story did have its basis on
facts. |
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