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6. Physical Description of the Property

6. Physical Description of the Property
Prepared by Janet Grace

1. The Address of the property and the section of the City in which it is located

 BRT address:     3419 West School House Lane

 Street Address:   3421 West School House Lane

 Section of the City: East Falls

2. Type of Property:

 1951- Single family home with attached garage. Later modifications were made as
follows:

 1974- Attached garage converted to bedroom/bath Suite and detached garage added,
driveway modified.

 Prior to 2007 - Attached garage expanded by 250 SF, driveway is modified.

 2009 - Attached garage and driveway modified

1951 Site Plan – Single Family Home with attached garage 

1974 Site Plan – Attached garage converted to bedroom/bath Suite and detached 
garage built, driveway modified 



 
  

 

 

 
Prior to 2007 Site Pan – Detached garage is expanded by 250 square feet, second 
entrance to garage is added, driveway is modified.  

 
2009 Site Plan- Second entrance to detached garage is infilled with concrete block, 
reverting entry into the garage to 1974 condition.  Driveway is modified. 
 

3. Location of the resource in relationship to it’s grounds    
 

 The house is located on the site so that the non-living spaces, (storage room, 
garage, guest bedroom and laundry room) face noisy School House Lane.  These 
rooms have few to no windows facing the Street and serve as an acoustical 
barrier keeping the living spaces of the house quiet.  The dining room, living 
room, office and master bedroom face the backyard and the Wissahickon Valley 
beyond.  The house is located at a 60 degree angle to the property lines and 
centrally located within the North/South/East West axis of the property lines. 
The house is surrounded by a wooded and terraced lot.  



 
  

 

 

 
Site Plan of the house within its grounds 
 

4. Description of Original Building Materials: 
1951 Exterior Materials: 

 8”x16” hollow cinder block, invented approx 1925. 

 12”x16” hollow cinder block.  

 ½” parging at the face of the cinder block. 

 8”x5” Clear Pittsburgh Corning Glass Block, Pattern: Argus perpendicular first 
manufactured 1938. 

 Masonite invented 1924. 

 Cupples aluminum single pane annealed clear glass double hung windows with 
separate screens and storm windows. 

 Cupples aluminum double pane clear glass windows. 

 Reeded glass and translucent glass at the bathroom windows. 

 Entry door: flush solid wood core with 12”x14” lite. 

 Back door 1: flush solid wood core. 

 Back door 2: flush solid wood core with 30X48” lite. 

 Storm door, aluminum with jalousy windows, removable screen. 

 Roofing material: unknown. 

 Roof type 1: Shed. 

 Roof type 2: Butterfly. 

 Downspouts: Aluminum. 



 
  

 

 

       
     1951- Cinder block with parging and scored joints 
 

 
1951-Pittsburgh Corning Glass Block 
 
 

 
1951- Cupples single pane windows with storm windows 
Cupples double pane windows 
Masonite panels run continuous above windows 
 



 
  

 

 

 
1951- Solid core flush wood door 
 

 
1951- Aluminum Storm door with jalousie windows 
 
 
      1951 Interior Materials 

 Plasterboard ceilings and walls 

 Brown Textured 9”x9” Vinyl Asbestos tile in all of the rooms, with the exception of 
the full bathrooms (Note: Vinyl Asbestos tile was abated in 2009 and slate to match the 
existing fireplace mantle was installed see pictures that follow) 

 5” mitered solid Mahogany paneling in the vestibule, entry hall, living room wall 

 5” mitered solid Mahogany paneling is at the back face of the built-in bookcases.  
The top of the bookcases serves as a window sill and is a gloss wood grained 
laminate. 

 Flush Mahogany veneered paneling in the office. 

 Stone wall at the fireplace. 

 Built-in wire mesh fireplace screen on curtain track. 

 Slate floor and mantel at the fireplace  

 Glazed 4”x4” Ceramic Tile at the walls of the full bathrooms 

 Ceramic 2”x2” Mosaic floor tile at the floors of the full bathrooms. 

 Ceramic and glass towel bars, toilet room accessories. 



 
  

 

 

 Metal medicine cabinet with glass shelves, satin nickel pull. 

 Metal medicine cabinet with mirrored door, exposed fluorescent lamps. 

 White American Standard wall mounted sinks, tank toilets and bathtubs. 

 Yellow, speckled Plastic Laminate counters are located in the kitchen and darkroom 

 White Metal Geneva Cabinets are located in the kitchen. 

 Painted Wood Cabinets in the darkroom. 

 Schlage Plymouth brass knob hardware, in satin nickel finish. 

 Cast Iron Laundry tub with white porcelain finish. 

 
 
1951 Living Room showing 9x9 brown vinyl asbestos tiles, mahogany paneling 



 
  

 

 

 
 
1951 Stone fireplace with slate mantle, vinyl asbestos tile has been removed, 
yellow laminate counter and backsplash and white metal Geneva cabinets are 
visible at Kitchen 
 



 
  

 

 

 
2009 Living Room Dining Room showing slate floors, texture of slate replicates 
texture of original vinyl asbestos tile.  Color of slate matches mantle. 
 
1974 Exterior Materials: 

 8”x16” hollow cinder block  

 ½” parging at the face of the cinder block. 

 Plywood siding located above the window and door openings. 

 Aluminum single pane annealed clear glass double hung windows with separate 
screens and storm windows. 

 Roofing material: rolled asphalt with aluminum silicate coating. 

 White aluminum siding is installed at underside of eaves. 

 Solid wood paneled garage door. 
 



 
  

 

 

 
1974-Double Hung Aluminum windows with plywood panel above 

 
1974Interior Materials: 

 Gypsum Wall Board 

 Glazed 4”x4” Ceramic Tile at the walls of the full bathrooms 

 Glazed 2”x2” Mosaic floor tile at the floors of the full bathrooms. 

 White Plastic Laminate counters at bathroom vanity 

 Vinyl Composition tile 

 Plastic Laminate Vanity. 

 Chrome plated towel racks, bathroom accessories. 

 Metal medicine cabinet with mirrored door, fluorescent light fixtures with shades. 
 

2009 Exterior Materials: 

 8”x16” hollow cinder block  

 ½” parging at the face of the cinder block. 

 8”x5” Clear Pittsburgh Corning Glass Block, Pattern: Argus perpendicular. 

 Roofing: Versico 60ml black rubber 
 



 
  

 

 

 
 
2009- infill at garage using parged, scored cinder block and Pittsburgh Corning Glass 
Block 
 
 

 
2009- Close-up of Glass Block 
 
 
 
 
 

5. General plan of the building 

 The L shaped plan is open unifying the Living and Dining areas  The 
layout of the space is compact and the Living and Dining areas serve as 
the “hallway” between the Kitchen and the Bedrooms. 

 



 
  

 

 

 
 
1951 Floor Plan- approximately 1500 SF located on one floor 
 
 
6. Important elements of the building 
 
Architectural style of the building – Modern 

Modern architecture is characterized by: 

 an adoption of the principle that the materials and functional requirements 
determine the result  

 a rejection of ornament  

 a simplification of form and elimination of "unnecessary detail"  

 Connection to the exterior landscape thru doors and large windows providing a 
physical and visual connection.  In this architectural style, the same materials are  
used at the interior and exterior blurring the line between inside and outside. 

 



 
  

 

 

7.  List description by elevation 
 
The Dr. and Mrs. Jacoby T. Rothner House is a single story masonry structure.  
 
The 1951 edifice was commissioned by Dr. Jacoby T. Rothner and consisted of a living 
room, dining room, kitchen, laundry room, office, darkroom, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and a 
toilet located in a closet within the laundry room.  Part of the original structure also 
contained an attached garage with storage alcove and an unconditioned storage room located 
off of the entry vestibule. 
 
The second owners, Jack and Mamie Gordon, who sold the property in 1966, made no 
renovations to the property. 
 
The third owner, Dr. Anthony LaBochetta, who lived in the property from 1966 to 2007 
made 2 additions to the property.  Approximately 1974, he converted the attached garage and 
small storage alcove into one bedroom and bathroom.   The unconditioned storage room was 
retrofitted with radiant heat during this renovation.  A single story detached garage was built 
using the same architectural style of the 1951 building 
 
Later at an undocumented date prior to 2007, the detached garage was increased by 250 
square feet using the same architectural style.  An 18’ wide translucent fiberglass garage door 
was installed at the new opening perpendicular to the existing garage door which remained 
intact. 
 
The fourth owners, Christine and Bill Winston, (2007 to 2009) made no renovations to the 
property. 
 
In March of 2009, the fifth and  present owners, Janet Grace and Paul Welde infilled the 
translucent fiberglass garage door opening using the same architectural style of cinder block 
and replicating the original glass block design found on the 1951 portion of the house. 
 
The exterior of the house has little architectural detailing other than the horizontal scoring at 
the cinder block.  There are 2 distinct types of windows within the structure, both 
manufactured by Cupples.  The first type is single pane, double hung operable annealed glass 
aluminum framed windows.  The windows are fitted with storm windows. 
 
The second type of windows is double paned non-operable windows as manufactured by 
Cupples.  The largest non-operable window is 10’x7’ and is located in the living room. 
 
At the West Elevation, the dining room, living room, office and master bedroom have nearly 
full height ribbon windows facing the backyard.  The remaining North, South and East 
elevations have punched windows that allow light into the rooms, but offer no views and are 
positioned asymmetrically within the facades. 



 
  

 

 

 
 1951-West Elevation showing ribbon windows 
 

 
 
1951 -North Elevation showing punched windows 



 
  

 

 

 
 
1951-East Elevation  
 
The roofline has been altered somewhat from its 1951 appearance by the removal of two 
ventilation fan exhaust vents in 2009.  One exhaust fan was for a toilet located in the corner 
of the laundry room. The toilet was removed by owners Paul Welde and Janet Grace.  The 
other exhaust fan/light fixture combination was located above the darkroom, which was 
removed by owners Paul Welde and Janet Grace.   (Two original light fixtures from the 1951 
edifice bedrooms were installed in the darkroom after the exhaust fan was removed from the 
darkroom.) 



 
  

 

 

 
 
1951-1974-2009 South Elevation Before -Roofline showing original 1951 vents from 
toilet room and darkroom. 1974 Rolled Asphalt Roof with Aluminum silicate coating 
is in place. 

 
 
1951-1974-2009 South Elevation After- 2009 renovation of roof removed toilet room and 
darkroom vents from roofline 



 
  

 

 

 
Square etched downlights were used at the interior and exterior of the 1951 edifice. Similar 
downlights were installed at the 1971 garage addition. 
 

 
1951- Interior Downlight 
 

 
 
1951- Same Downlight used at Exterior  
 

 
 
1974- Similar Downlight used at Exterior Garage Addition 
 



 
  

 

 

 
1974 - North Elevation.  (In 1974 the garage was approximately half of the current 
width.) 
 

 
2009- East Elevation- In 2009, an 18’ translucent corrugated fiberglass overhead 
garage door was removed and was infilled with in-kind materials 
 



 
  

 

 

 
1974- South Elevation 
 

 
1974- West Elevation 
 
 



 
  

 

 

8.0 Boundary Justification 
 
The entire property as outlined in the Boundary Description is hereby nominated for the 
following reasons: 

 The house is located on the site in the style of the architect, Norman N. Rice.  Mr. 
Rice set his homes well back from the front of the property and angled them in 
relation to the street, avoiding the direct view of the neighboring houses and 
providing the best visual exposure for the living area.  The 1951 Residence of Stanley 
and Janice Berenstain, designed by Rice, (which received the AIA Philadelphia 
Chapter Award in 1951) shares this characteristic as does other Rice homes. 

 

 
Residence of Stanley and Janice Berenstain  
 

 Custom Homes of this period of architectural history were typically sited on choice 
lots in established neighborhoods, such as this East Falls property adjacent to the 
Wissahickon Valley.  Most of these choice lots had mature trees.  The original site 
plan from 1948 identifies 13 mature trees on the .66 acre lot. 

 



 
  

 

 

 
Original 1948 Plot plan showing mature trees 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 7. Statement of Significance: 3419 W. School House Lane 
Prepared by Janet Grace 
 
 

 The Dr. and Mrs. Jacoby T. Rothner Residence at 3419 W. School House Lane located at the 
edge of the Wissahickon and across from Philadelphia University in the East Falls Section of 
the City is an important architectural and historical landmark in Philadelphia and is eligible 
for inclusion on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.  The Rothner Residence fulfills 
Designation Criteria D and E, which are delineated in paragraph 5 of the City’s “Historic 
Buildings” ordinance section 14-2007 of the Philadelphia Code.  Specifically, The Rothner 
Residence: 
 
d) embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen. 
 
e) is the work of a designer, architect landscape architect or designer or engineer whose work 
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social or cultural 
development of the City, Commonwealth or nation.  
 
The facts that support the nomination are as follows: 
 
d) embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering 
specimen– Mid Century Modern 
 

3419 W. School House Lane embodies the distinguished characteristics of Mid 
Century Modern architecture.  Modern architecture is a building style which 
emphasizes simplification of form and the elimination of ornament. The first types 
were conceived early in the 20th century. Modern architecture was adopted by many 
influential architects and architectural educators, however very few "Modern 
buildings" were built in the first half of the century. It gained popularity after the 
Second World War and became the dominant architectural style for institutional and 
corporate buildings for three decades. 

Modern architecture is usually characterized by: 

 an adoption of the principle that the materials and functional requirements 
determine the result  

 an adoption of the machine aesthetic  

 a rejection of ornament  

 a simplification of form and elimination of "unnecessary detail"  

 an adoption of expressed structure  

 Form follows function  

The exterior of the Rothner residence clearly has a rejection of ornamentation.  The exterior 
can best be described by what it lacks.  It has no shutters, no gutters, no decorative moldings, 
no masonry patterns, no leaded glass, etc.  The only gesture of ornamentation is a ½ coat of 
parging that has been applied to the face of the cinder block to create a continuous 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ornament_(architecture)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War


horizontal pattern.   

The form of the exterior is determined by the function of the interior spaces.  The façade 
facing the noisy street has few windows as the rooms facing the street are storage, laundry, 
boiler rooms, darkroom, etc. which require no natural light or views.  The façade facing the 
Wissahickon (Fairmount Park) is almost entirely glass.   

The Rothner Residence is classified as a “Mid-Century Modern” because it was built during 
the heyday of architect-designed homes that were carefully fitted to the needs of the owners 
and the properties involved. As such, the Rothner Residence was customized to the 
preferences of the owners.  Dr. Rothner. DDS, F.A.C.D., was an established professor of 
Dentistry at Temple University and a published author of scholarly work on orthodontia and 
the use of topical penicillin in dentistry at the time that the house was commissioned and 
built.   
 
The Rothner Residence has a 11’x8’ office with built in bookcases and custom shelving to 
accommodate 12” LP’s (Long Playing records, which were also know as “albums”  A speaker 
system was built into the office for a mono hi-fi system.   Once can imagine a distinguished 
man, sitting at the desk, listening to music while writing his dental notes in long hand or on a 
Remington manual typewriter. 
 
Located in the dead center of the house was a  5’x 8’ windowless photographic darkroom 
with cabinet storage, specialized ventilation, room for an enlarger and double sinks,   
 
The 1,500 SF home, with neither attic nor basement, 2 medium sized bedrooms, all on one 
level indicates that the home included features important to an aging empty nest couple.  The 
single floor plan, is a practical design for one who anticipates spending their retirement in the 
home.   Limited, but adequate storage space identifies that the couple had already downsized. 
 
The house is constructed of materials that were designed in the 20th century including 
Concrete Block and Glass Block. 
 
 One feature of the house is a butterfly roof.    Mid-Century Roof Design was full of forward 
thinking elements and modern design principals, including clean lines and bold innovations.  
Frank Lloyd Wright was one of the leaders of this concept that characterized small business 
architectural and urban development between 1933 and 1965.   
 
In East Falls, the butterfly roof at this house is in stark contrast to the classic English-style 
house, like the cozy cottage Tudor-style homes that were built just 20 years earlier, located 
blocks away on West Penn Street and Midvale Avenue. 
 



 3400 Block West Penn Street, East Falls circa 1940’s 
showing Tudor style slate faux mansard roof. 
 

 Butterfly Roof at 3419 W. School House Lane 
 
Butterfly roofs are one of a few features from this period that remain as a key element in the 
recognition of Mid-Century Modernism.  Butterfly roofs can be comprised of several 
different framing options.  The Rothner House specimen is called a “shed roof”.  The shed 
roof has one flat or downward angled-gable and one butterfly angled gable. 
 
Another element of the house which defines it as Mid Century Modern is the foundation, 
which is concrete slab on grade with radiant underfloor heating.  After World War II with 
over 16 million servicemen and their families requiring housing, Abraham Levitt and Sons 
built 17,447 homes in just four years in Levittown, NY.  One way Levitt built so fast was that 
the cookie cutter style homes came without a basement.  The slab on grade construction 
afforded these homeowners the comfort of radiant heat. 
 
Radiant heat fell out of favor in the 1960’s when the homeowners demanded central air 
conditioning and forced air heating became the norm. 
 
Due to the tight timeframe in which the Levittown properties were built, quality suffered and 
most radiant heating systems in tract homes failed within 15 years.  In the Rothner House, 
the original radiant heating system (designed by engineer Frank Nagy) still functions in 2010 
in the Living Room/Dining Room and kitchen.   Weil – McClain baseboard radiation was 
installed in the remainder of the house and in the garage renovation in 1974.  
 
 
 



 
Plan of original radiant heating system 
 
e) is the work of a designer, architect landscape architect or designer or engineer 
whose work has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social 
or cultural development of the City, Commonwealth or nation.  
 

 



 The architect of the house is Norman Nathaniel Rice (shown holding drawings in above 
photo) who fulfills the criteria of having great influence in the historical, architectural and 
cultural development of the City and the Commonwealth, as evidenced by his lifetime 
accomplishments, innovations, service and awards: 
 
1903  Born March 17.  
 
1920  Graduates from Central High School with classmate Louis Kahn. 
 
1920-1924  Attends University of Pennsylvania to study architecture with Classmate Louis 
Kahn.  Paul Cret is the head of the Architecture Department at Penn during this period of 
time.  Five (5) examples of his student work are in the collection of the Archives of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 021.6] Student Work, University of Pennsylvania, 1920--1924; An Early 
Christian Church (water color rendering); untitled (A Chinese Horse, watercolor rendering); the Water Cope 
Memorial; 1924. (design competition); Untitled; 3/14/1923. (figure drawing); Untitled; 2/29/1924. 
(figure drawing). [021.10] Student work, University of Pennsylvania. Notebook; "Elements of 
Architecture"; 1920-21http://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/ho_display.cfm/103842 
 
1924  Graduates U of Penn with a B. Arch. 
 
1924-1928   Works as a draftsman and designer for Paul Cret, John Molito, Zantsinger, Borie 
and Madary. 
 
1926  Works on Sesquicentennial exhibition with Louis Kahn.  Becomes disillusioned with 
City corruption and decided to travel through Europe to further his architectural and cultural 
knowledge. 
 
1928  Travels widely in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. Compiles sketchbook of 
his travels.  Two of his sketches are in the collection of the Athenaeum of Philadelphia. 
http://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/image_gallery.cfm?RecordId=73CD4D04-8CB9-471F-
AE9695A211EB9359 
 
1929  Becomes the first American to work in LeCorbusier’s and Pierre Jeanenret’s office in 
Paris. 
   
1929  Louis Kahn visits Norman Rice in Paris. 
 
1929  While in Paris, teams up with work colleagues Ernest Weissmann and Kunio 
Maekawain enter a competition for the design of a public office building in Zagreb, Croatia.   
 
1930  Writes article “The Minimal House – a Solution”  for publication. 
 
1931  Returns to Philadelphia joins firm of Howe and Lescaze. Works on design of PSFS 
Building, an international style skyscraper. The PSFS building is placed on the Philadelphia 
Register of Historic Places in 1968 and the National Register of Historic Places in 1976. 

http://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/ho_display.cfm/103842
http://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/image_gallery.cfm?RecordId=73CD4D04-8CB9-471F-AE9695A211EB9359
http://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/image_gallery.cfm?RecordId=73CD4D04-8CB9-471F-AE9695A211EB9359


 
PSFS Building, 12th and Market Streets, Philadelphia, PA 

 
1931  Writes article for Architectural Forum “Small House Construction, A problem to be 
Solved”. 
 
1932  Establishes independent practice in Philadelphia, at 2400 Pine Street, practice continues 
until  circa mid 1970’s. 

 
Office of Norman N. Rice, located at 2400 Pine Street.  His house is located above 
garages behind the office. 
 



1932  Writes article for TSquare critiquing Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesen. 1932, Frank Lloyd 
Wright sends letter to Norman Rice critiquing the international style and responding to 
Norman Rice’s critique of Taliesen. 
 
1932 Designs Apartment Building in Philadelphia, PA published in Architectural Forum.  
 
1932   Designs Stadium Night Club, Hotel Roosevelt, Madison Avenue at 45th Street, New 
York, NY. 
 
1942  Designs Ormsteen Residence, alterations, 2007 Delancey Street, Philadelphia, PA. 
 
1945  Joins National Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 
 
1947  Designs home for sculptor Evelyn Keyser, Philadelphia, PA. 

 Evelyn Keyser Residence 
 
1948-1951  Designs and Builds Residence of Dr. and Mrs. Jacoby T. Rothner 
Residence, 3419 W. School House Lane, Philadelphia, PA, the subject property of this 
nomination. 
 
1950’s Teaches at the Philadelphia Museum School of Art (now, University of the Arts). 
 
1950 Designs War Memorial for Central High School, 1700 West Olney Avenue, 
Philadelphia. 
 
1951 Designs and Builds Residence of Stanley and Janice Berenstain, Elkins Park, PA.  At the 
1951 Exhibit of the Philadelphia Chapter A.I.A., the house received the Home Builder’s 
Association Award as “the most distinguished house by a Philadelphia architect. 

 
 
Berenstain Residence 
 



1952  Published in Architectural Record’s Book“82 Distinctive Houses From 1952 ”.  
 
1952-1972 Documented and drafted City Hall drawings and Plans. 
 
1953-55, 1962- 63 Director of the Philadelphia Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects. 
 
1953  Redesigns Fitler Square, Philadelphia PA. 
. 

 Fitler Square 1954 
 

1954  Designs Recreation Center at Fountain and Fowler Streets, Philadelphia, PA. 
 
1955 Designs Kendrick Recreation Center, Ridge Avenue and Pennsdale Street, Philadelphia, 
PA. 
 
1955  Designs James Oser Residence Timber Lane, Philadelphia, PA 
 

 James Oser Residence 
 

1956  Works on preservation of the Haviland Stickland Buildings, Broad and Pine Streets, 
Philadelphia, PA as the architect for the Philadelphia Museum School of Art. (now, the 
University of the Arts) 
 

.   John Haviland Building, Broad and Pine Sts. 

 
 



1956-63 Designs Whitehall Housing Project, Margaret and Tackawanna Streets, Philadelphia 
 

 
Whitehall Housing Project 
 

1957 Designs Happy Hollow Playground, Wayne Avenue and Linden Avenue, Philadelphia, 
PA. 
 
1958  Designs Whitehall Commons Playground, Tulip, Ditman and Wakeling Street, 
Philadelphia, PA. 

 
Whitehall Commons Playground 

 
1958  Designs and Builds Temple Beth Hillel, 1001 Remington Road, Wynnewood, 
PA.Temple Beth Hillel is named on the List of Philadelphia’s Modern Monuments, by The 
Philadelphia Architect in 1997. 
 
 



 Temple Beth Hillel 

 
1958-59 Vice President of the Philadelphia Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 
 
Late 1950’s – Designs Alfred R. Cherashore Playground during Mayor Dillworth’s tenure  
The Nike Hyperdunk Challenge was held at this playground in 2008. In 2010, 
 The Cherashore Playground also has a Facebook page, where  users of this playground write 
their memories of the place. http://ballersnetwork.com/p/en/runs/the-nike-hyperdunk-challenge/ 
http://ballersnetwork.com/p/en/courts/cherashore-playground/ 
 

 Cherashore Playground 
 

1960-61  President of  the Philadelphia Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 
 
1960-65 Designs and builds playground at B Street and Olney Avenue, Philadelphia, PA. 
 
1961  Designs Monument to Washington Crossing, Washington Crossing, PA.  
 
1963 -1974  Teaches at University of Pennsylvania with Louis Kahn and Robert LeRoclais. 
 
1964  Made a Fellow of the National Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 
 

http://ballersnetwork.com/p/en/runs/the-nike-hyperdunk-challenge/
http://ballersnetwork.com/p/en/courts/cherashore-playground/


1964 Designs Free Library at Broad and Morris Streets. 
 
1964-66 President of the Pennsylvania Society of Architects. 
 
1965 Designs and builds playground at 1626 Federal Street, Philadelphia, PA 
 
1965 Designs and builds School House at Washington’s Crossing, Upper Makefiled 
Township, Bucks County, PA. 
 
1965-67 Designs and builds Cleveland School addition, North 19th Street and Butler Street, 
Philadelphia, PA. 
 
1966 Chaired The Pennsylvania Society of Architect’s Commission on Design. 
 
1966-67 Oversees restoration of swimming pool Moyer Street and Montgomery Avenue, 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
1967-Designs Grover Cleveland Elementary School additions and Alterations, 3701 North 
19th Street, Philadelphia, PA. 
 
1967-68 Designs Nature Interpretation Center for Fairmount Park Commission, Pennypack 
Park, Philadelphia PA. 

 Nature Interpretation Center Pennypack Park 
 

1967-68 Designs Playground at South 18th Streets and Wallace Streets, Philadelphia, PA 
 
1968 Designs and builds new Toilet Building and provides alterations to existing Shelter and 
Toilet Building at Axe Factory Road and Roosevelt Boulevard, Philadelphia PA. 
  
1969  Designs Master Plan and Rostrum for Rittenhouse Square. 
 
1969  Designs Vestpocket Playground at Cherrywood Street and N. Beechwood Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
1971-80  Appointed to Pennsylvania State Art Commission. 
 
1972  Writes retrospective on his experiences at the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
1974  Designs District Health Center #10, 2230 Cottman Avenue at Bustleton Avenuue , 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 



 District Health Center #10 
 

1984  T-Square Club Fellowship established at the University of Pennsylvania, provides 
fellowship to second-year architecture student on the basis of need and merit. Among the 
patrons and members of the T-Square Club atelier were Penn professors Paul Philippe Cret, 
Walter P. Laird, John Harbeson, Jean Hebrand, and Norman Rice. 
 
1985  Interviewed for Book “LeCorbusier in America.” 
 
1985 died Dec. 21 
 
Postumus information 
 
1986 Estate donates collection of works from 1920 to 1974 to the University of 
Pennsylvania. (See Appendix) 
 
2009 – Two original drawings of 3419 West School House Lane donated to the Athenaem of 
Pennsylvania by current homeowners Janet Grace and Paul Welde. (See Appendix) 
 
2009 – 3419 W. School House Lane is accepted by the Greater Philadelphia Film Office as a 
filming location for 1950’s movies. (See Appendix) 
 
2010 – Preservation Alliance Awards Homeowner Preservation Ward to Janet Grace and 
Paul Welde for careful historic restoration and documentation of the property. (See Appendix) 
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